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HIS MAJESTY SENDS GREETINGS
TO PRESIDENT OF INDONESIA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations to
President Joko Widodo of the Republic of
Indonesia on the occasion of his country’s
Independence Day. His Majesty the Sultan
conveyed his sincere congratulations and
best wishes to the Indonesian president
and the friendly people. — oNA
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SAYYID ASA'AD SEEK
PEAGE AND STABILIT
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

At the His Majesty
the Sultan’s behest,
Sayyid Asa’ad
participates in third
Voice of Global South

Summit

SALALAH: Upon the Royal
behest of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, HH Sayyid
Asa’ad bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy
Prime Minister for International
Relations and Cooperation Affairs
and Special Representative of His
Majesty the Sultan, on Saturday
participated in the 3rd Voice of
Global South Summit (VOGSS).
HH Sayyid Asa’ad delivered a
speech in which he conveyed the
greetings and best wishes of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
to the Indian government and
people for hosting the summit,
themed “An Empowered Global
South for a Sustainable Future”.
The virtual summit was held
under the chairmanship of Nar-
endra Modi, Prime Minister of
India, with the participation of
heads of states and governments.
He expressed special greetings
to the Republic of India on the oc-
casion of its Independence Day.
During the speech, HH Sayyid
Asa’ad said “Cooperation has now
become more urgent than ever,
with the world facing serious
challenges that affect its security
and stability. Recent years saw
political and economic turmoil
and armed conflicts that escalat-
ed the existing regional tensions.
‘We believe that sustainable solu-

Iran’s revenge on Israel

SADIQ MOHAMED
SAID AL-LAWATY

tions to these challenges can only
come through dialogue, coopera-
tion and joint action to consoli-
date the pillars of international
peace and security.”

Inthespeech, HH Sayyid Asa’ad
laid emphasis on the Palestinian
cause, which he described as “one
of the region’s most serious issues
that requires a just stance by this
Group and the rest of the interna-
tional community.

“It should be a stance in sup-
port for the Palestinian people’s
right to self-determination and
their right to establish their inde-
pendent state on their land, and a
stance for the realisation of peace
and stability in the (Middle East)
region that has suffered the im-
pacts of this unresolved issue, no-
tably under the Israeli persistent,
illegal occupation of Palestinian
and Arab lands since 1967, in ad-
dition to Israel’s violation of all
relevant UN resolutions, its dis-
regard for international law and
standards of international human
rights and its violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law.”

Speaking about the global
sustainable development goals
(SDGs) and other issues, HH
Sayyid Asa’ad said that, through

here has been much
talk about Iran’s
revenge on the Zionist

entity for the crimes of violat-
ing Iran’s sovereignty and

the assassination of the head
of the Hamas movement’s
political bureau in Tehran,
the Mujahid Ismail Haniyeh.
Most analyses indicate that
an Iranian strike is inevitable
and imminent. Some have
been tired of waiting and
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No monkey pox case detected in Oman

The Ministry of Health confirmed that no case of monkey pox has
been detected in the Sultanate of Oman, calling on citizens and
residents to follow the news from the official sources. >A2
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Oman’s trade with
Americas rises

Oman’s trade with
Americas is witnessinga
bigboost. >Bl

Non-oil activities add
to economic growth

Non-oil activities were
abig addition to growth
during the 1st quarter. >A2

“Oman Vision 2040”, the Sultan-
ate of Oman has drawn out aroad-
map to achieve a diversified and
sustainable economy based on in-
novation and knowledge.

“We believe that the future
requires us not only to develop
the economy but also to protect
the environment and ensure
the welfare of the whole soci-
ety. This is envisaged through
investment in sectors of blue
economy, renewable energy and
modern technology,” he added.

HH Sayyid Asa’ad pointed out
that Oman has set ambitious
goals to achieve zero carbon
neutrality by 2050 through inte-
grated strategies for renewable
energy and by improving energy
efficiency.

He affirmed that Oman be-
lieves that realisation of the SDGs
requires collective the coopera-
tion of all at the regional and in-
ternational levels in a manner
that serves national strategies
in building prosperous and sus-
tainable economies in the Global
South.

HH Sayyid Asa’ad also af-
firmed the Sultanate of Oman’s
support for the principles of this
summit. >A2
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concluded that Iran was prob-
ably afraid of the numerous
naval forces of various types
that Americahad amassed in
the region including a nuclear
submarine carrying nuclear
bombs.

There are those who say
that Iran will respond to the
occupying entity with a strong
strike in strategic locations,
but it will not launch a compre-
hensive war. Full story >A2
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SADIQ MOHAMED
SAID AL-LAWATY

here has been much talk
I about Iran’s revenge on

the Zionist entity for the
crimes of violating Iran’s sover-
eignty and the assassination of
the head of the Hamas move-
ment’s political bureau in Teh-
ran, the Mujahid Ismail Hani-
yeh. Most analyses indicate that
an Iranian strike is inevitable
and imminent. Some have been
tired of waiting and concluded
that Iran was probably afraid
of'the numerous naval forces of
various types that America had
amassed in the region including

Iran’s revenge on Israel

anuclear submarine carrying
nuclear bombs.

There are those who say that
Iran will respond to the occupy-
ing entity with a strong strike in
strategic locations, but it will not
launch a comprehensive war.

‘Whoever has read several of
my articles about the Gaza War,
as I predicted in the first article
on 16 October 2023, the Gaza
war was nothing but an Israeli,
American, and some Arab coun-
tries conspiracy consisting of
three stages, and the evidence is
that America vetoed three times
in the Security Council and once
in the UN General Assembly to
prevent a ceasefire in Gaza so
that the war may continue until
its final third stage. America and
other Western countries have
sent hundreds of tons of bombs
and other war materials since
the beginning of the war, which
has not stopped until this day.
The Israeli press has recently
revealed evidence of this con-
spiracy. The conspiracy can be
summarized as follows: elimi-
nate Hamas and all Palestinian
resistance movements in the
first stage, Lebanese Hezbollah
in the second stage, and finally

No monkey pox case
detected in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Health
confirmed that no case of monkey-
pox has been detected in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, calling on citizens
and residents to follow the news
from official sources.

The ministry, represented by
the Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention and the Emer-
gency Management Centre, is
following up on developments re-

garding the monkeypox virus after
the World Health Organization
declared ‘monkeypox’ a public
health emergency.

The ministry confirmed the
availability of necessary infra-
structure to test and diagnose the
disease, and its direct and continu-
ous coordination with the World
Health Organization and other
international organisations con-
cerned to monitor the infectious
diseases.
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striking Iran with all force by the
United States and all its allies in
the third stage, thus destroying
its nuclear and missile facilities
and drone factories.

All evidence indicates that
Israel has failed in its first stage
in eliminating Hamas, and I am
not the only one who says that,
indeed, the American magazine
“Foreign Affairs” mentioned this
on 23 June 2024, when it stated
the following:

“After nine months of Israeli
combat operations in the Gaza
Strip, Hamas has not been
defeated and is not close to being
defeated either”. The magazine
added, “Israel invaded the Gaza
Strip with about 40,000 soldiers,
forcibly displaced 80% of the
population, killed more than
38,000 Palestinians, dropped
atleast 80,000 tons of bombs
on the Strip, damaged more
than half of its buildings, and
restricted access to water, food,
and electricity, to the region,
leaving the entire population on
the brink of starvation”.

During his last visit to Wash-
ington, Netanyahu succeeded
in convincing Biden, his deputy,
and most members of Congress

of the need to move to the third
and final phase of the war plan,
despite his failure in the first
phase. Netanyahu has secured
the votes of Jews and Zionists
for him and his party in the
elections that will be held at the
end of the year, if he strikes Iran
toreturn it to its pre-revolution
state. With US approval, Israel
decided to provoke Iran by assas-
sinating Haniyeh on its territory
and violating its sovereignty.
From the Israeli War Cabinet’s
point of view, this malicious act
of murder will cause Iran to re-
spond with an all-out war. This
will give America and the West
justification to begin the third
stage of the war strategy by strik-
ing Iran’s nuclear and missile
facilities and drones’ factories,
as part of responding to the
Iran’s strike with a stronger Is-
rael’s allies response. Thus, they
will achieve what they did not
achieve through harsh unilat-
eral sanctions. America is likely
to have obtained Russian and
China’s agreement not to defend
Iran in exchange for American
concessions in Ukraine and Tai-
wan. Iran’s silence suggests that
it was aware of the three-stage

conspiracy since the beginning
of the Israeli aggression on Gaza,
and today it is fully aware that
the occupying entity failed in
Gaza and that it does not want to
confront Hezbollah.

The assassination of Haniyeh
in Tehran is only part of the
strategy of the great and small
devils to incite Iran to wage war
against Israel.

Regarding Iranian revenge, I
would like to point out that Iran
will inevitably take revenge for
the assassination of its guest in
Tehran and the violation of'its
sovereignty and the neighbour-
ing country from which the
Israeli drone was launched and
which has not yet been named.
Iran will do so at the right time
and the right circumstances, and
I expect it to happen after the
aggression on Gaza stops and the
Zionist forces withdraw from it.
Revenge is inevitable but it may
take some time.

Iran remaining strong is in the
interest of the resistance move-
ments in Palestine, Syria, Iraq
and Yemen, and its deterrent
power represented by long-range
missiles and drones frightens
the Zionist entity, America and

Western countries, and there-
fore its strong presence also
serves all the free people of the
world, including the countries of
Latin America that are not sub-
jectto hegemony of America.
Anyone who thinks that Iran
will take revenge for its hon-
ourable guest or the violation
of'its airspace anytime soon is
short-sighted. Iran is not so fool-
ish as to waste all its hard work
and great efforts in achieving
technological progress which
cannot be compared to any
other advanced country that has
achieved the same progressin a
short period of time with such
ease, and destroy its infrastruc-
ture and kill hundreds of its peo-
ple for a cause that may not be
worth all these sacrifices. There
is no doubt that those who have
gathered their naval fleets for
the purpose of implementing the
third stage of the conspiracy are
crazy and should visit a psychi-
atric clinic as soon as possible.

The author is a retired army cor-
poral who has authored “Have you
read Torah and Gospel”, “Pre-1970
Oman”, “Knowledge of Islam made
easy”.

Non-oil activities add to
Oman’s economic growth

The contribution of
non-oil activities
to the GDP during
the first quarter,

at constant prices,
amounted to
OMRBE.8 billion

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman’s GDP during the first
quarter of this year showed con-
tinued expansion of non-oil ac-
tivities, which was a major source
of'economic growth.

The Ministry of Economy
explained that the contribu-
tion of non-oil activities to the
GDP during the first quarter, at
constant prices, amounted to
OMRS6.8 billion, while at cur-
rent prices it amounted to about
OMRY7.2 billion.

The growth increased by 6.5
percent for agriculture, forestry
and fishing activities, 5.7 percent
for industrial activities and 3.9
percent for service activities com-
pared to the same period in 2023.

The Ministry indicated that
the contribution of agriculture,

Stress on

< FROM
A He voiced Oman’s sup-
port for constructive ac-
tion among friends in the Global
South to achieve the common
objectives and the aspirations of
their peoples for development,
prosperity, security and stability.
The summit dealt with a wide
range of issues of significance
to developing countries, most
notably climate change. It un-
derscored the need to address

forestry and fishing activities, at
constant prices, represents 2.3
percent of the GDP, industrial ac-
tivities 20.8 percent, and service
activities 48.2 percent, and at cur-
rent prices the contribution of the
three sectors to the GDP repre-
sents 2.7 percent, 19.3 percent and
46.9 percent, respectively.

The Ministry of Economy add-
ed that the transportation and
storage sector continues the good
work achieved over the years of
the Tenth Plan, and recorded a
real growth of 7.8 percent dur-
ing the first quarter of this year,
and its contribution to the GDP
amounted to 6.4 percent, while
mining and quarrying activities
recorded a growth of 0.9 percent
and its contribution to the GDP
amounted to 0.6 percent, and the
growth of accommodation and
food services activities decreased
by 12 percent, and its contribu-
tion to the GDP amounted to 1.5
percent, and the growth of the

the disproportionate impact of
climate change on developing
countries and explore solutions
to achieve sustainable develop-
ment by promoting an inclusive
and environmentally sustain-
able economic growth, with spe-
cial emphasis on achieving the
global SDG.

The summit also elaborated
on global governance aimed to
achieve a fair governance struc-

education sector increased to 3.2
percent with a contribution of 4.5
percent to the GDP.

In other economic sectors, the
construction sector has been
recovering since the end of last
year, with its growth rising by 2.7
percent during the first quarter of
this year compared to a decline of
1.3 percent during the same pe-
riod last year, which represented
an important support for GDP
growth given the size of the con-
struction sector’s contribution,
which amounted to 8.3 percent
of GDP.

The wholesale and retail trade
sector also achieved a growth of
5.8 percent and its contribution to
the GDP increased to 8.1 percent,
and the growth of financial and
insurance activities increased by
5.6 percent with a contribution to
GDP of 5.8 percent, while oil ac-
tivities witnessed a decline of 2.4
percent during the first quarter
compared to a growth rate of 5.1

ture that gives greater voice and
representation to developing
countries. It stressed the need for
better international cooperation
through diplomatic relations and
cooperation between countries
of the Global South, to address
common challenges like health
crises, economic instability, and
food security.

The virtual summit was at-
tended by Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al

percent during the same period
last year, due to the decline in oil
production and the decline in the
growth rate of crude oil activity by
3.3 percent.

The Ministry of Economy ex-
plained that the economic growth
data for the first quarter monitors
the good performance of non-
oil sectors, which achieved real
growth of 4.5 percent compared
to the same period in 2023, which
balanced the effects of the decline
in the added value of oil activities,
and contributed to the continued
real growth of the Omani econo-
my at arate of 1.7 percent.

The Tenth Five-Year Plan
(2021-2025) aims to raise the
contribution of the transport and
logistics sector to 7.5 percent,
tourism sector to 3 percent, fish-
eries sector to 2 percent, agricul-
ture sector to 1.5 percent, mining
sector to 0.7 percent, and educa-
tion and scientific research sector
to 6.2 percent.

Expectations during 2025,
which is the last year of the Tenth
Five-Year Plan, indicate a con-
tinued rise in the GDP growth
rate, supported by the continued
growth momentum in non-oil
sectors, which are expected to
grow to about 3.2 percent.

The prospects for economic
growth are also enhanced by the
expected recovery of oil activi-
ties during the coming period, in
light of the OPEC Plus group’s
orientation to gradually increase
oil production starting from the
end of 2024.

need for better cooperation

Harthy, Undersecretary of the
Foreign Ministry for Political Af-
fairs, Sheikh Khalifa Hamad Al
Badi, Secretary-General of the Of-
fice of the Deputy Prime Minister
for International Relations and
Cooperation Affairs and Special
Representative of His Majesty
the Sultan, and Ahmed Hashel Al
Maskari, Head of the GCC and Re-
gional Neigbourhood Department
at the Foreign Ministry. -ona
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78th Independence Day of
India celebrated with fervour

More than 1,000
people, including
members of the
Indian community,

took part in the event

MUSCAT: Embassy of India in
Muscat celebrated the 78th Inde-
pendence Day with great enthu-
siasm and patriotic fervour on 15
August 2024.

The event witnessed the par-
ticipation of more than 1,000
people, including members of the
Indian community, friends of In-
dia in Oman, and distinguished
guests.

Amit Narang, Ambassador of
India to the Sultanate of Oman,
commenced the celebrations by
paying a floral tribute to the statue
of Mahatma Gandhi, a global icon
of peace and non-violence. Follow-
ing this, the ambassador raised the
National Flag of India, accompa-
nied by the singing of the National
Anthem.

In his address on the occasion,
Ambassador Amit Narang read out
excerpts from the speech delivered
on the eve of Independence Day by
President of India Smt. Droupadi
Murmu, emphasising the progress
India has made over the past dec-
ades and the vision for a prosper-
ous future.

The students of Indian School
Darsait added a soulful touch to
the celebration with their rendi-
tion of patriotic songs, filling the
atmosphere with pride and joy.
The event also featured the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign, with
attendees eagerly taking photo-
graphs at the specially designed
photo booth that celebrated this
nationwide initiative.

A special presentation on the
‘Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day’ was also displayed, reflecting
on the tragic events of the parti-
tion and the resilience of the Indi-
an spirit. This presentation, which
was inaugurated by the Ambassa-
dor on 14 August, highlights the
importance of remembering his-
tory to build a peaceful future.

Later in the day, Ambassador
Amit Narang presided as the Chief
Guest at the Independence Day
celebration at Indian School Ma-
bela. He joined the dignitaries and
the children for the ‘Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam’ campaign, launched by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on Environment Day. This
initiative will encourage the young
generation to contribute to envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The celebrations of the 78th In-
dependence Day at the Embassy
of India, Muscat, were a tribute to
India’s journey of freedom, unity
and progress, inspiring all present
to continue working towards a
brighter future for the nation.

Rich Indian cultural heritage to
the fore on Independence Day

MUSCAT: Indian School Al
Maabela celebrated the 78th In-
dependence Day with grandeur,
marked by a series of events that
highlighted the rich cultural herit-
age of India and a commitment to
environmental sustainability. The
event was graced by Amit Narang,
Ambassador of India to the Sultan-
ate of Oman, as the Chief Guest.

He was accompanied by his
wife, Mrs. Divya Narang. The
day also witnessed the presence
of several distinguished digni-
taries, including Jayapal Dethe,
Second Secretary, Embassy of
India, Dr. Sivakumar Manickam,
Chairman, Board of Directors of
Indian Schools in Oman; Syed
Salman, Vice Chairman, BoD
and Director-in-Charge, ISAM;
Krishnendhu S, Chairperson of
the Grievance Committee, BoD
and Director-in-Charge, ISAM;
Vinoba MP, Senior Principal and
Education Advisor, BoD; Shamim
Hussain, President, SMC, ISAM;
Dr Vikas Rao, Convenor, Syed
Najeeb Rafiq, chairperson, PSC,
along with other esteemed SMC
Members.

The Social Sc Dept of ISAM
presented an Art Gallery which
showcased India’s freedom
struggle from 1857 to 1947.

The event commenced with
an auspicious tree plantation
drive under the initiative ‘Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam, a step towards a
greener tomorrow. The school
ground resonated with the Royal
Oman Anthem and the Indian
National Anthem, setting a patri-
otic tone for the day.

The celebration continued
with a vibrant March Past by stu-
dents from seven Indian schools
in the capital, showcasing their
discipline, coordination, and pride
in their respective institutions.

After receiving the Guard of

Honour, the Chief Guest, Amit Na-
rang in his address, commended
the efforts of the students and the
school, emphasising the impor-
tance of cultural plurality, which is
vividly reflected in India’s diverse
traditions, languages, and festivals.

His words underscored the
unity in diversity that defines the
nation and reverberated with In-
dia’s Independence Day theme of
‘Viksit Bharat'.

He spoke about the aspirations
of the Indian populace and high-
lighted how the nation is focused
on progress and development.
The Chief Guest was also felici-
tated with a memento, acknowl-
edging his role as a beacon of in-
spiration to young and old alike.

Festivities and national
pride mark celebrations

MUSCAT: Indian School Al Ghu-
bra observed the 78th Independ-
ence Day on 15 August 2024 with a
spirit of national fervour.

Ahmed Rayees, President,
School Management Committee
and Sunil K. A - Convenor, SMC
graced the event.

The programme began with the
school band playing the National
Anthem of India. The band con-
tinued with the patriotic songs
‘Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon’ and
the marching tune titled ‘Bharat
Ke Jawan’.

The students of classes 7, 8 and
9 presented a choral rendition
titled ‘Apne Maati Hain’, which
translates into ‘This is our soil’.
The song showcased the mes-
merising beauty of India. This
was followed by a video presen-
tation on what the youngsters of
today think about the freedom
struggle of India. In keeping with
the theme of ‘Viksit Bharat’, the
western choir presented a soulful
rendition titled ‘Rise up, Rise up
India!’. A captivating semi-classi-
cal dance performance by the stu-
dents of class 8 brought to life the

diverse beauty of the nation.

Sarah Pranav G of class 7, Sri-
hari K. Syam and Adhithya Rajesh
of class 9 entertained the audience
by playing instrumental music.

Ageedath Khanum and Aarushi
Manikandan of class 11 were the
comperes of the event.

The celebrations concluded
with the Principal Mrs. Papri
Ghosh seeking the blessings of the
Almighty for a progressive and in-
clusive nation where every citizen
enjoys freedom.
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The Sustainable City - Yiti highlights its
strategles to achieve net Zero emissions

By turning
sustainable living
into a way of life, the
city aims to create
real generational
behavioural change,
making sustainability
the norm and
ensuring a lasting
positive impact on

future generations

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sustainable City -
Yiti represents a big advancement
in urban planning and integrat-
ing green techniques with strict
sustainability requirements. The
project helps support Oman’s vi-
sion for sustainable tourism, while
contributing to the country’s envi-
ronmental preservation and eco-
nomic diversification plans.

Located 30km from central
Muscat, The Sustainable City -
Yiti is a coastal development over-
looking the Gulf of Oman and is a
joint venture between Diamond
Developers (part of SEE Holding)
and Oman Tourism Development
Company, part of Omran Group.

In an exclusive interview with
the Times of Oman Mahmoud She-
hada, Chief Sales and Marketing
Officer in The Sustainable City
- Yiti, highlights its key sustain-
ability efforts underscoring its
commitment to bringing forward
global net zero targets, in line with
Oman Vision 2040 and the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s commitment to
achieving the UN 2030 Sustain-
able Development Goals.

Excerpts from the interview:
What is the significance of
The Sustainable City - Yiti
in Oman’s journey towards
achieving net-zero emissions
and how does it align with
Oman Vision 2040?

The Sustainable City - Yiti, em-
bodies our commitment to sup-
porting Oman’s sustainability
objectives and our full alignment
with the country’s vision of deliv-
ering an emission-neutral city that
provides a green, energy-efficient,
and people-centric environment
for its residents to live, work, and
thrive.

Oman’s Vision 2040 paints a
clear path towards a diversified,
inclusive, and sustainable national
economy, with the aim to achieve
net-zero emissions by 2050. We
have bold ambitions to make The
Sustainable City - Yiti the largest
operational sustainable commu-
nity in the region and the first net-
zero emissions city in the region by
2040. We hope to extend the blue-
print that we have been developing
and continue to act as living proof-
of-concept of The Sustainable City
brand.

What are the key goals you
aim to accomplish in the com-
ing years?

We are slated for completion in
2026, with a 93% of the Sustain-

able City - Yiti infrastructure al-
ready completed. Our ambitious
project involves a multipronged
approach focusing on reducing
the per capita emissions footprint
of our residents by a minimum of
78% compared to conventional
housing in Oman. This includes
relying on 100% clean energy,
100% water recycling, 100% waste
diversion from landfill, and up to
80% self-sufficiency in food calo-
rific requirements.

An important goal that we strive
to achieve is to enhance the eco-
nomic value of the project by pro-
viding net zero service charges
and equipping all residential units
with energy-efficient appliances
to minimise resource consump-
tion and associated costs. As a re-
sult, residents of The Sustainable
City - Yiti, will enjoy a consider-
able drop in their utility bills — up

to 100% on electricity and 50% on
water — compared to conventional
households.

Additionally, we are dedicated to
fostering community engagement
through urban farming, education,
and sustainable lifestyle practices.
By turning sustainable living into
a way of life, we aim to create real
generational behavioural change,
making sustainability the norm
and ensuring a lasting positive im-
pact on future generations.

What are the key features of
the clean, renewable energy
sources that will power The
Sustainable City - Yiti? Do
you feel the reduced energy
cost makes a case for invest-
ingin and opting for more sus-
tainable developments?

To meet sustainability targets, we
are aiming to cut down on emis-
sions across all six pillars of en-
vironmental sustainability: food,
energy, water, products, mobility,
and waste.

With the Sustainable City - Yiti,
we will harness renewable energy
in two main ways: through the in-
stallation of rooftop solar photo-
voltaic (PV) panels, and through
the use of biogas plants that con-
vert organic waste into energy.
The community will be equipped
with smart systems such as elec-
tric vehicle charging points, with

an EV car sharing programme in
the pipeline. Smart systems also
provide residents with the ability
to share power.

Moreover, the innovative design
of our villas, townhouses and plaza
apartments, all equipped with
energy-efficient appliances, LED
lighting, low-flow water fixtures,
and smart home systems results
in significant savings in consump-
tion and utility bills reaching 100%
for electricity.

Residential units avoid the sun
and maximise shading. They are
also equipped with highly insu-
lated UV reflective walls, roofs,
and windows which reduce air-
conditioning loads and electrical
consumption.

Homes in our cities are likely to
have a higher resale value in the
years to come given the growing
demand for sustainable, energy-
efficient living spaces, which not
only reduce carbon footprint but as
such, have lower operational costs.
This makes a compelling case for
considering more sustainable de-
velopments when looking to invest
in property and real estate.

What amenities and facilities
are part of the comprehensive
master plan of The Sustain-
able City - Yiti, and how do
they contribute to the com-
munity’s sustainability goals?

Our residents are at the heart of
our communities, so it is invalu-
able for us to promote a culture
of sustainability amongst them.
We're putting in place the neces-
sary platforms, infrastructure,
and initiatives to help our com-
munity adapt to a more sustain-
able lifestyle.

We're bringing a vibrant com-
munity built on the live-work-
thrive philosophy. Everything
from retail, dining, hospitality,
leisure, healthcare, education, jobs
and services will be available at
The Sustainable City - Yiti, mini-
mising the need to leave the com-
munity and therefore slashing the
collective emissions of the com-
munity even further.

The Sustainable City - Yiti is
also populated with car-free areas
and to facilitate commute, shared
e-bikes and electric buggies will
be available for travel around the
community in the car-free ar-
eas. We strongly believe that these
mobility solutions will promote
healthy commuting and encourage
walkability.

In addition, The Sustainable
City - Yiti will organise educa-
tional, sports, cultural and envi-
ronmental community events and
initiatives that will contribute to
creating social ties and spreading
environmental culture and sus-
tainable practices in general.

Rovyal Academy of Administration launches programme
to enhance the leadership skills of Omani youth

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Royal Academy
of Administration on Saturday
launched the ‘Future Leader-
ship Programme’ to enhance and
develop the leadership skills of
Omani youth in line with “Oman
Vision 2040,

The programme targets 50
Omani youth aged between 25
and 34 years, from the public and
private sectors.

The programme includes inten-
sive learning sessions, interactive
workshops and practical training,
and is implemented in coopera-
tion with Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity, Globus Europe University,
in addition to the Matters Group
and Chaos Pilot University.

The programme focuses on
meeting real challenges and learn
from local and international lead-
ership experiences, which seeks
to achieve several goals, including
enhancing leadership competen-
cies, developing innovative strate-
gies for solving problems, enhanc-
ing self-awareness and teamwork,
and adopting a culture of innova-
tion within institutions.

The programme provides par-
ticipants with the opportunity
to interact with leaders and ex-
perts from inside and outside

the Sultanate of Oman.

This will contribute to broad-
ening the horizons of participants
and strengthening their profes-
sional network, which enhances
their ability to positively influence
their professional and community
environments.

The programme aims to develop
Omani talents and competencies,
enhance their leadership skills,
and enable participants to develop
effective leadership skills, strate-

gic thinking and innovative solu-
tions, in addition to enhancing
awareness of the importance of
innovation and positive change in
the work environment.

It will be implemented over a
period of six months, and consists
of three in-person units and three
talent labs.

The learning journey includes
different units, starting with the
first unit, “Discover”, which fo-
cuses on enhancing leadership,

then the second unit, “Predict”,
to learn about successful interna-
tional experiences.

The third unit, “Leadership”,
helps enhance the mindset di-
rected towards business success
and achievement. All units focus
on developing and enhancing fu-
ture skills and applying the best
international practices among
participants.

The programme includes a visit
to Japan to learn about various

educational and entrepreneurial
institutions and meet with young
leaders from Japan to exchange
views and experiences.

The visit will address several
topics, including rapid technologi-
cal changes, change management
strategies, developing -creativity
and innovation skills in the work
environment, and sustainable
leadership practices.

The trip aims to broaden the
participants’ horizons, enhance
their openness to the world, and
learn about different experiences
and cultures, which will provide
them with new ideas and visions
that they can apply in their profes-
sional and personal lives.

Dr. Fathia bint Abdullah Al
Rashidi, Assistant President of
the Royal Academy of Administra-
tion for Programs Affairs, said that
the Future Leaders Programme is
an embodiment of the Academy’s
vision to develop young national
leaders who have the ability to in-
novate and positively impact their
communities.

She added that the Academy
believes that empowering youth
today is an investment in Oman’s
bright future, and that this pro-
gramme is a continuation of the
initiatives directed by the Acad-
emy to various leadership groups,

through which it seeks to build
an integrated system in executive
education and zero distance with
leaders and consistency with real-
ity by aligning initiatives with na-
tional needs and global trends.

She pointed out that the Royal
Academy of Administration seeks
through this initiative, to build a
strong network of young leaders
who can cooperate together to face
future challenges and achieve sus-
tainable development goals in the
Sultanate of Oman.

The Future Leadership Pro-
gramme comes as an important
step towards building young na-
tional leaders capable of leading
change and achieving sustain-
able development in the public
and private sectors, and adopting a
culture of innovation within insti-
tutions, and it is hoped that it will
contribute to enhancing the readi-
ness of participants to deal with
rapid changes.

It is worth noting that the Royal
Academy of Administration works
to achieve its vision and the foun-
dations of its work philosophy
by implementing various initia-
tives targeting various leadership
communities in government and
private institutions in an effort to
empower them with executive in-
novation and leadership skills.
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Rain and flash floods expected in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: According to the latest
forecasts and analyses from the
National Centre of Early Warn-
ing Centre from Multi Hazards, a
low-pressure system is expected
to bring significant rainfall to the
Sultanate of Oman from Monday
to Wednesday (August 19-21).
Most of Oman is expected to

experience increased cloud cover,
the Met office said on Saturday.

Isolated rain is likely across
the country, with heavier rain-
fall and thunderstorms in South
Al Sharqiyah, Al Wusta, Dhofar,
parts of Muscat, and the Al Hajar
Mountains.

There is a high risk of flash
floods in the affected areas due to
heavy rainfall.
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ISM unveils a commemorative
plaque to celebrate Golden Jubilee

Indian School
Muscat’s journey

is a testament

to the vision of

its founders, the
dedication of

its staff, and the
unwavering support
of the Indian

community in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The dawn of 2024 her-
alded a historic moment for Indian
School Muscat (ISM) as it em-
barked on a year-long celebration
marking its 50th anniversary.

This landmark event was fur-
ther elevated by the unveiling of a
commemorative plaque, symbolis-
ing the school’s rich legacy and its
unwavering commitment to future
generations.

The inaugural ceremony, held
onthe school’s campus, was graced
by dignitaries -- the honourable
Chief Guest Amit Narang, Am-
bassador of India to the Sultanate
of Oman, the Guest of Honour, Dr
Siva Kumar Manickam, Chair-
man, Board of Directors of Indian
Schools in Oman, esteemed Direc-
tors of Board of Directors of Indian
Schools in Oman, Members of the
School Management Committee,
other distinguished dignitaries,
Principal, Rakesh Joshi, Senior
Vice-Principal, Vice-Principals of
various sections, Asst. Vice-Prin-
cipals of various sections, HODs of
various sections, esteemed guests,
teachers, parents and students.

On this momentous occa-
sion, the Principal, Rakesh Joshi
briefed the gathering with the opu-
lent history of ISM.

He highlighted the school’s jour-
ney from its modest beginnings in
1975 to its current status as one of
the largest and most respected ed-
ucational institutions in the Gulf
region.

A special Golden Jubilee video
was also screened, taking the audi-
ence on a visual journey through
the school’s history, its milestones,

and the countless memories
etched in the hearts of those who
have walked its halls.

He delved deep to pay tribute
to all the principals, teachers and

support staff who have been the
steady pillars and contributed to
making the ISM of now.

ISM’s journey is a testament to
the vision of'its founders, the dedi-
cation of'its staff, and the unwaver-
ing support of the Indian commu-
nity in Oman.

From its inception, the school
has strived to foster not only aca-
demic excellence but also creativ-
ity and character building.

The institution’s commitment
to holistic development where
students are equipped with the
21st century skills and values nec-
essary for success in a globalized
world remains steadfast.

The ISM@50 anthem, a soulful
rendition composed & created by
the performing arts department

and beautifully performed by the
school choir was a stellar perfor-
mance and a cherry on the cake.
The buddying musicians and the
singers mesmerized everyone
present.

In his address, the Guest of Hon-
our, Dr Siva Kumar Manickam,
Chairman Board of Directors of
Indian Schools in Oman shared his
reflections.

He mentioned that ISM has
been a shining example of knowl-
edge to the Indian diaspora in
Muscat, Oman for five decades.
From its humble beginning, ISM
has evolved into an institute of
remarkable repute which is a
significant milestone deserving
accolades.

It stands as a symbol of pride,

achievement, and the collective
effort of all those who have ce-
mented its glory.

He congratulated the school
for achieving this milestone and
wished the best for all future
endeavours.

The centerpiece of the event
was the unveiling of the Golden
Jubilee commemorative plaque
by the honourable Chief Guest
Amit Narang, Ambassador of In-
dia to the Sultanate of Oman.

This plaque, artfully crafted to
reflect the essence of ISM’s jour-
ney, was unveiled by the Chief
Guest, His Excellency Shri Amit
Narang, Ambassador of India to
the Sultanate of Oman.

In his address, he lauded the
school’s achievements and its
pivotal role in shaping the lives
of thousands of students over the
past five decades.

He acknowledged the inces-
sant commitments and contribu-
tions of Indian School Muscat in
Oman as significant to the suc-
cess of the Indian community in
Oman.

He also believes that schools
like ISM have been a vital con-
tributor to India’s growth story
as many of their ex-students have
achieved great recognitions across
various fields.

He praised the efforts of the
school in providing amicable and

conducive environment for stu-
dents to explore the impossible in
particular sports, music and co-
curricular.

He congratulated the school
and asserted that this was not just
a celebration of the past glory but
also a reaffirmation of commit-
ment to excellence in education,
holistic development, and commu-
nity engagement in future.

The plaque stands as a perma-
nent testament to the school’s en-
during legacy, engraved with the
words that capture the spirit of
ISM—“50 Years of Excellence in
Education.”

It serves not only as a marker of
time but also as an inspiration for
future generations.

The inauguration of the Golden
Jubilee year and the unveiling of
the commemorative plague mark
the beginning of a year of celebra-
tions, filled with events.

In particular, it serves as a
lasting reminder of the school’s
journey and its promise to con-
tinue shaping the minds and
hearts of young learners for gen-
erations to come.

As the Golden Jubilee celebra-
tions unfold, Indian School Mus-
cat remains steadfast in its mis-
sion, poised to inspire and lead
with the same passion and dedi-
cation that has defined its first 50
years.
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Israel reduces humanitarian zone
in Gaza Strip to only 11%: UNRWA

Once again, fear
spreads as families
have nowhere to
go. People remain
trapped in an
endless nightmare
of death and
destruction on a

staggering scale

GAZA: The United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees (UNRWA) warned that
Israel has reduced the so-called
“humanitarian zone” to only 11%
of the Gaza Strip, causing chaos
and fear among the displaced.

“Thousands of families in Gaza
have been displaced as the occupa-
tion authorities issue new evacu-
ation orders,” UNRWA said in a
poston X.

It pointed out that, “Once again,

fear spreads as families have
nowhere to go. People remain
trapped in an endless nightmare
of death and destruction on a
staggering scale.”

UN chief calls for humani-
tarian pauses for a polio
vaccination campaign

in Gaza

United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres on Saturday
called for humanitarian pauses in

Trump ropes 1in Tulsi
for debate preparation

WASHINGTON DC: Gearing
up for his debate with US Vice
President Kamala Harris, former
President Donald Trump, and has
brought in the former Democratic
congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard to
help sharpen his attacks, accord-
ing tomedia report citing two peo-
ple aware with Trump’s schedule.

She joined Trump’s practice ses-
sion at the latter’s private club and
home, Mar-a-Lago. Donald Trump
and Kamala Harris are set to face
off in the ABC News debate on
September 10.

Gabbard, who left the Demo-
cratic Party after her 2020 presi-
dential run and has rebranded her-
self as a celebrity among Trump’s

base of support, has long been
friendly with Trump and was also
speculated to be his running mate
for some time.

Garbbard’s involvement in
Trump’s debate preparation, was
partly because of her own per-
formance in a 2019 Democratic
presidential primary debate, when
Gabbard eviscerated Harris in a
memorable onstage encounter.

Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswom-
an for Trump, confirmed Gab-
bard’s involvement in an email,
NYT reported. Leavitt said the
former president has “proven to be
one of the best debaters in political
history as evidenced by his knock-
out blow to Joe Biden. — ant

order to conduct a polio vaccine
campaign after the virus was de-
tected in the war-torn Gaza Strip.

Speaking at a press conference
in New York, Guterres appealed to
all parties to provide concrete as-
surances right away guaranteeing
humanitarian pauses for a polio
vaccination campaign, reiterating
that “the ultimate vaccine for polio
is peace and an immediate human-
itarian ceasefire.”

He stressed: “A Polio Pause is a
must. It is impossible to conduct

a polio vaccination campaign with
war raging all over.”

“Polio goes beyond politics. It
transcends all divisions. And so it
is our shared obligation to come
together. To mobilise - not to fight
people, but to fight polio. And to
defeat a vicious virus that, left un-
checked, would have a disastrous
effect not only for Palestinian chil-
dren in Gaza, but also in neighbor-
ing countries and the region,” he
continued.

According to the UN, in recent

weeks, the poliovirus has been de-
tected in wastewater samples in
Khan Younis and Deir al-Balah.

The Secretary-General also
said: “Preventing and contain-
ing the spread of polio will take a
massive, coordinated and urgent
effort.”

He continued, “The United Na-
tions is poised to launch a vital
polio vaccine campaign in Gaza for
more than 640,000 children under
the age of 10. The World Health
Organization has approved the
release of 1.6 million doses of the
polio vaccine. UNICEF is coor-
dinating delivery of the vaccines
and the cold chain equipment to
store them. And UNRWA, the larg-
est primary healthcare provider in
Gaza, has medical teams ready to
administer the vaccines and assist
with logistics.”

Butthe challenges are grave, Gu-
terres told reporters, as health, wa-
ter, and sanitation systems in Gaza
have been decimated; the majority
of hospitals and primary care facil-
ities are not functional; people are
constantly on the run for safety.

And routine immunizations
have been severely disrupted by
the conflict, increasing the spread
of other preventable diseases like
measles and hepatitis A, he added.

The UN chief reiterated, “We

know how an effective polio vac-
cination campaign must be ad-
ministered. Given the wholesale
devastation in Gaza, at least 95
per cent vaccination coverage will
be needed during each round of
the two-round campaign to pre-
vent polio’s spread and reduce its
emergence.”

Guterres further explained,
“The vaccination effort will in-
clude 708 teams at hospitals and
primary health care centres -
many of which are barely func-
tioning -- and by 316 community
outreach teams throughout Gaza.”

“We also know what a success-
ful campaign will require,” the
UN chief listed, “The facilitation
of transport for vaccines and cold
chain equipment at every step. The
entry of polio experts into Gaza.
Fuel for health teams to conduct
their work. Reliable internet and
phone services to inform com-
munities about the campaign. An
increase in the amount of cash
allowed into Gaza to pay health
workers. And, above all, a success-
ful polio vaccination campaign
needs safety. Safety for health
workers to do their jobs. Safety
for children and families to get to
the health facilities. And safety for
those health facilities to be pro-
tected from bombardment.” — wara

EU public health body raises alert level

BRUSSELS: The European
Centre for Disease Prevention
and Control (ECDC) on Friday
recommended increased vigi-
lance against a new mpox virus
variant that is likely to spread
quickly, it said.

“Due to frequent and close
travel links,” European Union
member states should issue ad-
vice for those visiting or returning
from mpox outbreak areas in five
Central African states: Burundi,
Central African Republic, Congo,
Rwanda, Uganda and Kenya.

“As aresult of the rapid spread
of this outbreak in Africa, ECDC
has increased the level of risk
for the general population in
the EU/EEA and travelers to
affected areas,” said Pamela
Rendi-Wagner, director of the

|

Stockholm-based ECDC.

On Thursday, the first infection
of the new mpox clade 1 variant
was reported in the EU, coinci-
dentally also in Sweden. The per-
son infected with the virus was
a traveller who had recently re-
turned from Africa.

Vaccinations recommend-
ed for travellers

An ECDC spokesperson told DW
that travel warnings, travel bans
or even border controls were not
necessary at this time, though
higher infection figures are ex-
pected in Europe.

Travellers with symptoms
should seek medical treatment
and isolate themselves to prevent
secondary infections and the
spread of the disease.

Mpox clade 1, formerly known
as monkeypox, is transmitted
through close physical contact.
Congo has recently seen a par-
ticular spike in cases in recent
months, reporting over 16,000
infections and 511 deaths this
year alone.

The ECDC does not expect

Is Libya on the brink of a new civil war again?

TRIPOLI: Over the past week,
various international bodies have
sent out the alarm.

In a statement, the United Na-
tions Support Mission in Libya
said it was monitoring “with con-
cern the recent mobilisation of
forces in various parts of Libya.”

The organisation, known as
UNSMIL, urged “all parties to
exercise maximum restraint and
avoid any provocative military ac-
tions that could be perceived as
offensive.”

On Thursday, the Delegation
of the European Union to Libya
expressed similar concerns. “The
use of force would harm stability
in Libya and lead to human suf-
fering. It should be avoided at all
cost,” it said in a statement.

Longtime Libya watchers were
more direct, suggesting that, after
around four years of relative calm
in the country, civil war might be
about to break out once again.

The warnings came in response
to last week’s large mobilisation
of militias affiliated with one of
Libya’s two rival administrations.

Since 2014, Libya has been split
in two, with opposing govern-
ments located in the east and west
of'the country.

A UN-backed administration
known as the Government of Na-
tional Unity, or GNU, is based in
Tripoli in the west, and its rival,
known as the House of Repre-
sentatives, is based in the east, in
Tobruk. At various times over the
last decade, each government has
tried — and failed — to wrest con-
trol from the other.

The government in eastern
Libya is supported by former
warlord-turned-politician Khal-
ifa Haftar, who controls various
armed groups in his area. It was
Haftar’s forces that appeared to
be moving toward Tripoli late last
week. In 2019, Haftar attacked the
city but was eventually forced to

sign a cease-fire in 2020.

Haftar said troops under the
command of his son, Saddam,
were marching in order to secure
Libyan borders, to fight drug and
human trafficking and to combat
terrorism. However, military ana-
lysts suspected other plans.

Haftar’s forces have wanted

social media platform X (for-
merly Twitter). In response to
the troop movements, a range of
other militias that support the
Tripoli government in the west
were told to increase their com-
bat readiness.

Will there be another
Libyan civil war?

The day after Haftar’s mobili-
sation was sighted, a clash be-
tween two militias in Tajoura,
on the coastal outskirts of Trip-
oli, left at least nine dead. How-
ever, local media later reported
this had been motivated by an
assassination attempt on one of
the militialeaders.

And this week, the situation
in Libya seems to have calmed
again. But the danger remains,
experts told DW.

Emadeddin Badi, a nonresi-
dent senior fellow at the Atlan-
tic Council who focuses on Lib-
ya, sees Haftar’s latest moves as
a kind of ongoing “brinkman-
ship.” “Many of the actors [in
Libya] are engaging in this, to
see how far they could go in kind
of taunting, or sidelining, or un-
dermining their opponents,” he
said. “A zero-sum mentality still
prevails,” he added, referring
to the fact that opposing fac-
tions in Libya believe that one
of them must eventually run the
country, as opposed to working
together for unity.

“Libya continues to unravel
quietly, with indications mount-
ing that rival governments are
regrouping for something big,”

control of Ghadames airport and
its surroundings for some time,
Jalel Harchaoui, a North Africa
expert with UK-based think tank
the Royal United Services Insti-
tute, told French newspaper Le
Monde . Controlling Ghadames
“would significantly enhance his
territorial stature in relation to

Algeria, Tunisia and Niger,” said
Harchaoui, and would also block
access for the rival GNU.

If Haftar’s troops seize Ghad-
ames, it “would officially mark the
collapse of the 2020 cease-fire,”
Tarek Megerisi, a Libya expert
at the European Council on For-
eign Relations, wrote in a post on

Hafed al-Ghwell, executive direc-
tor of the North Africa Initiative
at Johns Hopkins University’s
Foreign Policy Institute in Wash-
ington, wrote in an op-ed for the
website Euronewslast week. With
all of the different militias, Libya
is in danger of becoming a “mafia
state,” he said. —ow

“sustained transmission” of mpox
in Europe, provided cases are
found and treated quickly. The
key to prevention will be well-
prepared health authorities and
the proper education of travelers
to and from Africa, said the ECDC
spokesperson.

“Ensuring effective surveil-
lance, laboratory testing, epide-
miological investigation and con-
tact tracing capacities will be vital
to detecting cases of MPXV clade
I on the continent and activating
any response,” the agency wrote
in its new risk analysis on Friday.
It recommends that travelers who
want to visit risk areas in Africa
should seek an mpox vaccination
from their doctors. — ow

Full story @ timesofoman.com/world

India dispatches
anti-cancer
drugs to Syria

NEW DELHI: India has dis-
patched a consignment of approxi-
mately 1400 kgs of anti-cancer
drugs to Syria in humanitarian as-
sistance, the Ministry of External
Affairs said.

The drugs are dispatched from
India, keeping in mind the coun-
try’s commitments to Syria.

“India sends humanitarian as-
sistance to Syria. In keeping with
its humanitarian commitments,
India has despatched anti-cancer
drugs to Syria,” the official spokes-
person of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Randhir Jaiswal wrote on
X Friday, sharing a post of the con-
signment with pictures.

“The consignment of approx
1400 kgs will support the Syrian
government and its people combat
the disease,” the post added.

Syria and India have historically
shared cordial relations built on
deep-rooted people-to-people ties.

The Indian Embassy in Syria
has remained open throughout the
Syrian conflict. Many people visit
India as tourists, businesspeople,
and patients.

Moreover, India has contributed
immensely to the capacity building
of the Syrian youth over the years
through scholarship schemes and
training courses under the flagship
ITEC programme, according to an
official MEA release.

In May this year, Syria’s First
Lady Asma Assad was diagnosed
with leukaemia, according to state
news agency SANA which re-
ported the same, citing the Presi-
dent’s office. Following a series of
medical examinations and tests,
the First Lady was diagnosed with
Acute Myeloid leukaemia.

The Syrian First Lady was born
and raised to Syrian parents in
London. She had earlier recovered
from Breast Cancer in 2019. — ant
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GLOBAL TRADE IN FISHERIES

Global trade in marine fisheries and
aquaculture offers big opportunities

for sustainable and inclusive economic
growth while advancing key Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly
improving food security and eliminating
hunger (SDG 2) and protecting life below
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OMAN STOCK MARKET GAINS

The market’s gains can be attributed
mostly to external factors including
crude oil market volatility that played
arole in shaping market sentiment
throughout the week. >B2

water (SDG 14).> B2

Trade between Oman and Americas
touches OMR742.94mn by May 2024

The total exports
from Oman to the
countries of the
Americas increased
by 23.3 percent to
reach OMR255.41
million by the end of
May 2024

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman
is witnessing a big boost in its vol-
ume of trade with the countries
of the Americas increasing by 6.6
percent to reach OMR742.94 mil-
lion by the end of May 2024 com-
pared to OMR696.69 million by
the end of May 2023, according to
preliminary statistics issued by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI).

The NCSI data further indicates
that the total exports from the Sul-
tanate of Oman to the countries of
the Americas reached OMR255.41
million by the end of May 2024.
This is an increase of 23.3 percent
by the end of May 2024 compared

the value of exports amounted to
OMR207.13 million.

the end of May 2024 amounted to
OMR469.35 million, an increase in
The total imports of Oman from value of 2 percent compared to the

the countries of the Americas by
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Sohar Port and Freezone
celebrates remarkable
achievements of over
400 students of 2024
Maseer programme

MUSCAT: Under the patron-
age of Sheikh Haitham Al-Shehi,
Deputy Wali of Liwa, Sohar Port
and Freezone celebrated the re-
markable achievements of over
400 students from Sohar and
Liwa during a certification cer-
emony, marking the successful
conclusion of the 2024 Maseer
programme. This transformative
three-week initiative is dedi-
cated to equipping Oman’s youth
with essential skills in advanced

technologies while fostering
awareness of diverse educational
and career pathways.

The Maseer programme, a col-
laborative effort between Sohar
and Kidsity, provided specialised
training in key areas such as cy-
bersecurity, artificial intelligence
(AI), cloud data, smart city de-
velopment, web development,
Arduino programming, 3D CAD,
photography and photo editing,
and renewable energy solutions.
By emphasizing hands-on learn-
ing and real-world applications,
Maseer empowered students with
the knowledge necessary to seize
emerging digital opportunities.

Throughout the programme,
participants engaged in a variety
of workshops led by experts gain-
ing invaluable insights into the
practical applications of emerg-
ing technologies. The closing cer-
emony served as a fitting tribute
to the hard work and dedication
of the students, showcasing their
newfound skills and innovative
projects.

Aisha Al Mugbali, a partici-
pant in the Maseer programme
expressed her enthusiasm for the
experience, stating, “The Maseer
programme was an incredible op-
portunity to learn new skills that

will benefit me in the future. I
especially enjoyed the 3D design
workshops where we used Tink-
ercad to create models and then
brought them to life by operating
3D printers. The trainer’s teach-
ing style made it easy to pick
up these new technologies, and
my skills in 3D design improved
tremendously through this pro-
gramme. Everything was well-or-
ganized and fun, but I would have
loved even more time to delve
deeper into this fascinating field.

Another participant, Moham-
med Al Bahri, shared, “I joined
the programme to improve my
English skills, and it turned out
to be an incredible experience.
The practical workshops were
not only engaging but also fun,
especially the competitions that
made learning exciting. I now
feel much more confident speak-
ing English. I would definitely
recommend this programme to
my friends because it’s enjoyable
and offers valuable skills that will
help us in the future.”

The Maseer programme exem-
plifies Sohar Port and Freezone’s
broader commitment to nurtur-
ing local talent and empowering
Oman’s youth as pivotal con-
tributors to the nation’s growth
and prosperity. By focusing on
skill development and providing
access to world-class training,
this initiative equips participants
with vital skills and knowledge
that lay a strong foundation for
their future careers.

In doing so, Maseer supports
Oman’s goals for economic diver-
sification and sustainable devel-
opment, ensuring that the next
generation is well-prepared to
navigate the challenges.

end of May 2023, when the total im-

ports amounted to 459.99 million.

The total re-exports from the
Sultanate of Oman from the coun-
tries of Americas amounted to
OMR18.17 million by the end of
May 2024, a decrease in value of
38.5 percent compared to the end
of May 2023, when the total value
of re-exports at that time amount-
ed to OMRZ29.56 million.

The United States of America
ranked first among the countries
of America in terms of trade ex-
change with the Sultanate of
Oman. The total imports amount-
ed to OMR19748 million by the
end of May 2024 , a decrease of
7.9 percent compared to the end
of May 2023, when the value of

imports at that time amounted to
OMR214.42 million.

The value of re-exports to the
United States by the end of May
2024 amounted to OMR1745
million, a decrease of 35 percent
compared to the same period in
2023, when the value of re-exports
amounted to OMR26.85 million.

Brazil ranked second among the
countries of America in terms of
trade exchange with the Sultanate
of Oman. The total imports from
Brazil amounted to OMR226.34
million by the end of May 2024, an
increase of 13 percent compared
to the end of May 2023, when the
value of imports amounted to
OMRZ200.51 million. - ona

Dhofar Khareef an opportunity to boost
local businesses and support economy

Times News Service

Muscat: The Khareef season in
Dhofar Governorate represents
a good opportunity to boost com-
mercial and economic activity
that contributes to strengthening
and supporting the local economy,
benefiting companies and society
in achieving sustainable develop-
ment in the governorate.

During the Khareef season, the
Oman Chamber of Commerce and
Industry branch in Dhofar Gov-
ernorate promotes investment
opportunities and Omani prod-
ucts by organising many events,
conferences and exhibitions that
that contribute to enhance the
business environment in the gov-
ernorate.

Naif bin Hamed Fadhel, a
member of the Board of Directors
of the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and Head of
the Chamber’s branch in Dhofar
Governorate, said that during
the Khareef season, the branch
organises many promotional ex-
hibitions for Omani and other
products, and receives a number
of delegations from sisterly and
friendly countries to promote in-
vestment opportunities available
in the tourism and real estate
sectors in the governorate.

He added that the branch of the
Oman Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (OCCI) in Dhofar Gover-
norate works to improve the busi-
ness environment and supports
small and medium enterprises
and owners of productive family
projects by providing them with
opportunities to participate in all
the events and activities for free.

He stressed that the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry always seeks to attract
and localise foreign investments
through multiple mechanisms,

including organising mutual vis-
its between business owners in
the Sultanate of Oman and other
countries, providing data, and
direct communication with in-
vestors, in addition to organising
visits for trade delegations in the
governorate with the aim of cre-
ating partnerships between the
private sector in the Sultanate of
Oman and its counterpart in sis-
terly and friendly countries.
Naif'bin Hamed Fadhel pointed
out that the branch provides ser-

vices, facilities, information and
data related to investment oppor-
tunities to all affiliated members,
whose number exceeds 70,000
affiliates.

He stressed that the Chamber’s
branch in Dhofar Governorate
receives and directs trade delega-
tions with the aim of informing
businessmen and owners of small
and medium enterprises about
the experiences of their counter-
parts in various economic sectors,
which would benefit them in de-
veloping and growing their busi-
nesses and bringing pioneering
expertise and experiences to their
businesses in the governorate.

He pointed out that during the
past period, several trade delega-
tions were directed to the People’s
Republic of China and Indonesia,
noting that the branch seeks to
build bridges of effective com-
munication and strengthen trade
relations between investors and
their counterparts in the governo-
rate, which contributed to raising

investment rates in Dhofar Gov-
ernorate.

He explained that the branch
continues to organise workshops
that contribute to educating
members and introducing them to
the principles of trade, seizing op-
portunities, developing projects,
and introducing to the new laws
and legislation related to the busi-
ness sector, opening up new hori-
zons for self-employment.

The head of the Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
branch in Dhofar Governorate
confirmed that it seeks to remove
the obstacles facing various eco-
nomic sectors.

They monitor and submit ap-
propriate recommendations for
each sector, work on studying
them, following up on solutions
with various government agen-
cies, and providing consultations
that help them in the sustain-
ability of commercial projects for
business owners, both male and
female.

Gita Gopinath praises Indian government’s
policy continuity on fiscal consolidation path

NEW DELHI: Gita Gopinath,
the First Deputy Managing Di-
rector of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), met Un-
ion Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday and
lauded the continuity in “fiscal
consolidation path” being fol-
lowed by the Government.

Gopinath acknowledged the vi-
brancy of the Indian economy and
the strength of the country’s rela-
tionship with the IMF.

Sitharaman said India deeply
values its relationship with the
IMF and the government is open
to exploring more ways to in-
crease collaboration.

“The First Deputy Managing
Director @IMFNews, Ms. @Gi-
taGopinath, called on the Union
Finance Minister Smt. @nsithar-
aman , in New Delhi, today. Ms. @
GitaGopinath congratulated the
Union Finance Minister on the
policy continuity in the fiscal con-
solidation path followed by the
Government of India,” the Minis-
try of Finance said in a post on X.

“Besides acknowledging the

vibrancy of the Indian economy,
Ms.@GitaGopinath appreciated
the strength of India’s relation-
ship with IMF - valuable to both
India, IMF, and the world at large.
FM Smt.@nsitharamanstated
that India deeply values its re-
lationship and continuous en-
gagement with IMF; and looking
ahead, the Government of India

is open to exploring more ways
to increase India’s collaboration
with the IMF,” it added.

IMF in its outlook released last
month raised India’s growth pro-
jections for 2024 from 6.8 per cent
earlier to 7 per cent.

For the year 2025, the IMF
projected India’s growth rate at
6.5 per cent. It attributed robust-

ness and strength in domestic
demand and a rising working-
age population behind its growth
projections.

According to official data of the
Indian government, the country’s
GDP grew at an impressive 8.2
per cent during the financial year
2023-24, and it continued to re-
main the fastest-growing major
economy. India’s economy grew
7.2 per centin 2022-23 and 8.7 per
centin 2021-22 respectively.

The Reserve Bank of India, in
its latest monetary policy meet-
ing, raised the GDP forecast for
the current for 2024-25 to 7.2 per
cent from 7 per cent earlier.

The World Bank too upwardly
revised India’s GDP growth fore-
cast for the current financial
year 2024-25 by 20 basis points
to 6.6 per cent from its earlier
projection of 6.4 per cent made
in January.

It said India will remain the
fastest-growing of the world’s
largest economies, although its
pace of expansion is expected to
moderate. — anr
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Omani stock market gains 1%
amid optimism in weekly trading

The market’s gains
can be attributed
mostly to external
factors including
crude oil market
volatility that played
a role in shaping
market sentiment
throughout the week

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani stock mar-
ket concluded the week with a
positive performance, registering
a gain of 1.04 percent according to
an industry watcher.

“This upward movement aligns
with the broader trend observed
across regional markets, reflecting
improved investor sentiment. The
market’s gains can be attributed
mostly to external factors, essen-
tially the developments around the
US economy, including softer US
inflation data, which has bolstered
expectations for the Federal Re-
serve to initiate its easing cycle in
September,” said Joseph Dahrieh,
Managing Principal at Tickmill.

“This potential move is likely to
influence central banks in the re-
gion, potentially leading to more
favourable credit conditions and
stimulating economic growth.
Additionally, oil market volatil-
ity played a role in shaping market
sentiment throughout the week,”
he further added.

“Despite this week’s positive
performance, the Omani stock
market remains within a one-year
price range and could need addi-

tional catalysts to climb higher, he
pointed out.

Sector performances this week
were broadly positive, with nota-
ble gains across key industries:

The financial sector emerged
as the top performer, advancing
by 1.27 percent. Banking stocks
led the sector’s gains, with Bank
Muscat rising 1.19 percent, Bank
Dhofar surging 3.90 percent, and
National Bank of Oman climbing
3.77 percent. Al Shargiya Invest-
ment Holding also demonstrated
strong performance with a 4.17
percent increase.

The services index also showed
robust growth, posting gains of
0.85 percent. Standout perform-
ers in this sector included Abraj
Energy Services, which rose by
1.35 percent, OQ Gas Networks,
up 0.71 percent, Oman Telecom,
increasing by 0.70 percent, and
Renaissance Services, which saw
asignificant jump of 4.05 percent.

While more modest in its gains,
the industrial sector still contrib-
uted positively to the market’s
overall performance with a 0.33
percent increase. Notable move-
ments within this sector included

Market capitalisation of Muscat Stock Exchange rises

MUSCAT: The market capi-
talisation of the Muscat Stock
Exchange (MSX) recorded
gains of OMRG6.5 million
during the week’s trading to
OMR24.39 billion.

This rise came after many
shares rose, with public joint
stock companies recording
gains in their market value
of more than OMR58 million
after rising during the week’s
trading to OMR9.2 billion.
However, the declines re-
corded by the closed market af-
fected the total market value of
the exchange and it closed the
week’s trading at OMR10.79
billion, recording weekly losses
of about OMR49 million.

The main index of the
Muscat Stock Exchange rose by
48 points during the week and
closed at 4,693 points, resuming
its rise after a one-week decline.

The week witnessed an
increase in the prices of 22
shares compared to 15 shares
whose prices increased in
the previous week. It also
witnessed a decrease in the
number of stocks that fell to 22
compared to 39 whose prices
decreased in the previous
week. This positive perfor-
mance came as the Muscat
Stock Exchange absorbed the
global political and economic
conditions that affected most
regional and global stock

exchanges during the previous
two weeks.

The trading value during
the past week recorded an
increase of 2.4 percent, rising
to OMRS.50 million, compared
to trading that amounted
to OMR8.30 million in the
previous week. However, the
number of deals executed
declined in the week to 2,463
deals, compared to 2,744 deals
executed in the previous week.

Gulf International Chemi-
cals topped the gainers, rising
by 6 percent and closing at 70
baisas. Al Anwar Ceramic Tiles
rose by 5.9 percent and closed
at 179 baisas, while Al Anwar
Investments rose to 76 baisas,
recording a weekly increase of

Jazeera Steel Products, up 0.36
percent, Al Anwar Ceramic, which
saw a substantial leap of 5.92 per-
cent, and Oman Cement, rising by
1.01 percent.

“The market could benefit from

the Financial Services Authority’s
new incentive programme for the
Omani capital market, aiming to
deepen the market and achieve
Oman Vision 2040 objectives.
This five-year initiative includes
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5.5 percent.

Dhofar Power Generation
Company’s share was the
leading loser, declining by
7.1 percent and closing at 65
baisas. Muscat Finance Com-
pany’s share fell by 4.2 percent
and closed at 45 baisas, while
Muscat Gases’ share fell to 123
baisas, recording a decline of
3.9 percent.

Bank Muscat topped the
most traded companies
after witnessing trades worth
OMRZ2.41 million, accounting
for 24 percent of the total trad-
ing value. Bank Sohar Inter-
national came in second place
with trades worth OMR1.17
million, and Omantel came in
third place with trades worth

encouraging larger companies to
go public and establishing a mar-
ket for smaller entities,” said Jo-
seph Dahrieh.

“The programme also offers
various incentives, including tax

- —

OMRS885,000, representing
10.4 percent of the total trading
value.

In corporate news, Salalah
Mills Company has invited its
shareholders to attend the Ex-
traordinary General Assembly
meeting scheduled to be held
on September 1st. The meeting
will discuss increasing the
company’s issued capital from
OMRA4.99 million to OMR17.49
million through a private
subscription to an interna-
tional company with a value
of OMR12.5 million. After
the completion of the private
subscription, the international
company will own 20 percent
of Salalah Mills Company’s
capital. - ona

benefits, fee waivers, and prefer-
ential treatment in government
tenders. These measures are ex-
pected to enhance market liquid-
ity and attract investments,” he
further added.

Booming South-South trade
in fisheries and aquaculture
offers a sea of opportunities

GENEVA: Global trade in marine
fisheries and aquaculture offers big
opportunities for sustainable and
inclusive economic growth while
advancing key Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), particularly
improving food security and elimi-
nating hunger (SDG 2) and protect-
inglife below water (SDG 14).

The sector, including fish, crus-
taceans, molluscs, seaweed and
many value-added aquatic by-
products, saw global exports hit
$186 billion in 2022, up 63% from
$114 billion in 2012.

Notably, South-South trade
- commerce between develop-
ing countries - has surged across
various fisheries sectors, includ-
ing marine fisheries, aquaculture,
fish processing and fishing ves-
sels. According to new UN Trade

and Development (UNCTAD)
analysis, this trade more than
doubled from around $19 billion
in 2012 to $39 billion in 2022.

Leading exporters

Chile, China, Ecuador, India,
Peru, Thailand and Vietnam are
leading exporters among develop-
ing countries, which accounted
for 46% of global seafood exports
in 2022, up from 42% in 2012.
Notably, their share of the higher-
value processed segment is higher
than that of unprocessed exports,
at 53% compared with 40%.

“This highlights the success of
developing countries in adding
value to their seafood exports,” says
David Vivas Eugui, in charge of UN
Trade and Development’s ocean
and circular economy section.

Chile, China, Ecuador, India,
Peru, Thailand and Vietnam are
leading exporters among develop-
ing countries, which accounted
for 46% of global seafood exports
in 2022, up from 42% in 2012.
Notably, their share of the higher-
value processed segment is higher
than that of unprocessed exports,
at 53% compared with 40%.

“This highlights the success of
developing countries in adding
value to their seafood exports,” says
David Vivas Eugui, in charge of UN
Trade and Development’s ocean
and circular economy section.

Despite the promising growth,
the marine fisheries and aquacul-
ture sector faces several challeng-
es. Overfishing, harmful subsidies
and climate change pose signifi-
cant threats to sustainability. -wam

Gold boosts returns and lowers risk,
while Bitcoin heightens volatility

NEW DELHI: Gold consistently
reduces portfolio volatility while
improving returns, even with in-
creased allocation. By simulating
portfolio performance with vary-
ing allocations of gold (2.5 per
cent to 10 per cent), it's evident
that the metal bolsters return
without adding significant risk,
according to World Gold Council.

On the other hand, Bitcoin
shows diminishing returns as al-
location increases. A 2.5 per cent
allocation of bitcoin can enhance
risk-adjusted returns, but beyond
that, the portfolio’s volatility ris-
es, leading to larger drawdowns
and lower overall performance.

The data underscores that
while bitcoin may offer short-
term upside, it introduces risk
that erodes its effectiveness as a
stable store of value.

Global equities experienced a

sharp downturn, with the S&P 500
and NASDAQ dropping over 4 per
cent and 6 per cent, respectively,
at the peak of the selloff. Amid this
volatility, the debate over whether
bitcoin can be considered “digital
gold” resurfaced, as investors re-
examined its place as an inflation
hedge and a store of value.

‘While bitcoin enthusiasts often
label the cryptocurrency as “digi-
tal gold,” a closer examination of
the data, particularly during tur-
bulent market periods, challenges
this claim.

Gold, a time-tested asset
known for its stability, has long
been a safe haven during market
downturns. Bitcoin, on the other
hand, displays characteristics
more akin to high-risk technol-
ogy stocks, making it an unsuit-
able substitute for gold in times of
market stress.

The primary distinction be-
tween gold and bitcoin lies in vol-
atility. On a five-year rolling basis,
gold has proven to be far less vola-
tile than bitcoin, a trend that un-
derscores its role as a safe haven
asset. Gold’s stable value is sup-
ported by central bank holdings,
long-term investment demand,
and its status as a global store of
wealth.

Bitcoin, conversely, is at the
extreme end of the volatility spec-
trum, with its price fluctuations
resembling those of tech stocks-
-closely tied to blockchain adop-
tion and innovation trends. The
most recent market correction
in early August 2024 further em-
phasized these differences. While
bitcoin experienced sharp losses,
gold remained relatively stable,
reinforcing its value as a risk miti-
gator during crises. -an1
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new Cleveland Clinic study

has identified diet-derived

chemicals termed metabo-

lites as the primary drivers

f young-onset colorectal

cancer risk, particularly those associated

with red and processed meat. The NPJ

Precision Oncology paper studied metab-

olite and microbiome datasets and found

that discussing food with a doctor is an ef-

fective method for younger adults (&It;60
years) to prevent colorectal cancer.

Increased monitoring and screening
for colorectal cancer is a very useful tool.
Senior author and gastrointestinal oncol-
ogist Suneel Kamath, MD, suggests that
despite the efficacy of these approaches,
physicians should approach younger pa-
tients differently.

“At the end of the day, it’s impractical
to apply our care models for those over
60 to younger adults simply because we
cannot give everyone in the system year-
ly colonoscopies,” he explains. “What is
much more feasible is to give everyone in
the system a simple test to measure a bio-
marker that determines their colorectal
cancer risk. Then we can give the most at-
risk individuals appropriate screening.”

Former clinical fellow Thejus Jay-
akrishnan, MD, and Naseer Sangwan,
PhD, director of the Microbial Sequenc-
ing & Analytics Resource Core co-led the
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These research suggested numerous new possibilities for

exploring young-onset CRC. However, when more elements

are involved in cancer risk, it becomes more difficult to grasp

what’s going on and plan future study

work. Researchers in Cleveland Clinic’s
Centre for Young-Onset Colorectal Can-
cer provided large-scale analyses of pa-
tient data from individuals who received
care for either young- or average-onset
colorectal cancer at Cleveland Clinic.
This team’s earlier work found dis-
parities in the metabolites (diet-derived
compounds) of young- and average-onset
colorectal cancer, as well as differences
in the gut microbiome between younger
and older persons with colorectal cancer.
These research suggested numerous new
possibilities for exploring young-onset
CRC. However, when more elements are
involved in cancer risk, it becomes more
difficult to grasp what’s going on and plan
future study, according to Dr. Sangwan.
Interactions between elements, such as

gut bacteria consuming and producing
metabolites, add to the complexity.

Dr Sangwan and his team then devel-
oped an artificial intelligence (AI) algo-
rithm to combine and analyze the existing
studies’ datasets and clarify what factors
are most relevant for future studies. Sur-
prisingly, Dr Sangwan’s analysis revealed
that differences in diet (identified through
analyzing metabolites) accounted for a
significant proportion of the differences
observed between the young-onset and
older-onset patients.

“Researchers - ourselves included -
have begun to focus on the gut microbi-
ome as a primary contributor to colon
cancer risk. But our data clearly shows
that the main driver is diet,” Dr. Sangwan
says. “We already know the main metabo-

lites associated with young-onset risk, so
we can now move our research forward in
the correct direction.”

The team was excited to see diet play
such alarge role in cancer risk, because it
is much easier to identify at-risk patients
by counting the metabolites in their blood
thanitisto sequence the bacterial DNA in
their stool for different microbes.

“It can actually be very complicated
and difficult to change your microbiome,”
explains Dr. Kamath. “While it’s not al-
ways easy, it is much simpler to change
your diet to prevent colon cancer.”

Younger colon cancer patients had
higher levels of metabolites associated
with the production and metabolism of an
amino acid called arginine, and with the
urea cycle compared to their older peers.

These differences may be tied to long-
term consumption of red meat and pro-
cessed meat. The team is now analyzing
national datasets to validate their Cleve-
land Clinic-specific findings in patients
across the country.

After they show that arginine and urea
cycle metabolites (and, by proxy, red and
processed meat overconsumption) are
elevated across younger adults with co-
lon cancer nationwide, they plan to test
whether certain diets or commercially
available drugs that regulate arginine
production and the urea cycle can help
prevent or even treat young-onset colo-
rectal cancer.

Dr. Kamath says that even though more
research is needed to understand exactly
how dietary factors cause colon cancer,
his current findings have already changed
the way he delivers patient care.

“Even though I knew before this study
that diet is an important factor in colon
cancer risk, I didn’t always discuss it with
my patients during their first visit. There
is so much going on, it can already be so
overwhelming,” says Dr. Kamath. “Now, I
always make sure to bring it up to my pa-
tients, and to any healthy friends or fam-
ily members they may come in with, to try
and equip them with the tools they need
to make informed choices about their
lifestyle.” - anx
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Campaign launched to support Oman
football team for World Cup qualifiers

The ceremony
included a visual
presentation about
the national football

team and its journey

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, in coop-
eration with the Oman Football
Association, launched a campaign
to support Oman national foot-
ball team “We are all with you” in
the final qualifiers for the 2026
‘World Cup.

The ceremony included a visual
presentation about the national
football team and its journey in the
qualifiers. A video was also shown
about the national team’s first
participation in the U-17 World
Cup finals, which was held in Ec-
uador in 1995, in which the team
achieved good results that enabled
it to qualify for the semi-finals.

The ceremony also included a
visual presentation about the loyal
Omani fans who have supported
their journey in all the tourna-
ments everywhere.

Mohammed bin Ahmed Al
Amri, Director General of Sports
Activities at the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, Director of
the Campaign to Support the foot-
ball team in the 2026 World Cup
final qualifiers, said: “Our national
football team’s journey to achieve
the goal of reaching the World Cup
begins early next September, as it
is the most prominent and popular
event among football competitions
worldwide in an atmosphere of ex-
citement, fun and enthusiasm.”

He added: “The campaign seeks
to support the national football
team to create appropriate envi-
ronmental conditions and over-

come difficulties by providing lo-
gistical support to host the team’s
matches in the Sultanate of Oman
with the optimal equipment that
ensures the provision of high-
quality services, in addition to pro-
viding media support to the team
during all its matches in the quali-
fiers in cooperation with private
sector institutions, government
and private media institutions.

Mohammed bin Suleiman Al
Yahmadi, Secretary General of
the Oman Football Association,
explained that reaching the 2026
World Cup is a great goal and a
great national project, so the Min-
istry of Culture, Sports and Youth,
and the Ministry of Information
with all its press and media insti-
tutions have joined hands with
the Oman Football Association to
achieve it.

For his part, the national team
goalkeeper and former interna-
tional player Ali bin Abdullah Al
Habsi, during his speech, touched
on the importance of supporting
the national team in the third stage
of the Asian qualifiers for the 2026
World Cup finals scheduled to be
held in the United States, Canada
and Mexico.

Al Habsi cited the One Pulse
campaign that covered the slogan

Not easy to find players
who can boost the squad:
Slot on transfer activity

IPSWICH: Liverpoolhead coach
Arne Slot believes their lack of
transfer activity in the ongoing
summer transfer window won’t
weaken them ahead of their sea-
son opener against Ipswich Town
in the Premier League.

Liverpool have enjoyed im-
pressive results in the pre-season
campaign against Arsenal and
Manchester United. However,
Slot’s side is yet to complete a
signing before the beginning of
the season. Liverpool tried to pur-
sue Martin Zubimendi but they
failed to convince the midfielder
to leave Real Sociedad. Slot ad-
mitted that despite Liverpool
missing out on Zubimendi, Liver-
pool has areally strong squad.

“I've said many times already
our squad is really strong, and it’s
not easy to find players who can
help us or strengthen the squad.
Zubimendi was one of them to
be fair, but he decided not to
come. We go forward with the
ones we have. We are in a good
place,” he said in the pre-match
press conference, as quoted from
Sky Sports. “In the background,
Richard [Hughes] is trying to
strengthen the squad as he can,
unfortunately, Zubimendi decid-
ed not to come. He did every ef-
fort and tried everything to bring
him in, but if a player doesn’t
want to come, it’s obvious he’s not
coming,” he added.

Liverpool is the only team in
the Premier League to not com-

plete any signing in the ongoing
summer transfer window. Slot
believes that acquiring new play-
ers is always not the solution to
make the squad stronger.

“That’s a bit weird as nor-
mally you'd either stay the same
or I truly believe on the training
ground you can help players and
teams to improve. That’s what
happened here in recent years.
The training ground really helped
the team improve,” he said.

“Maybe what you mean is
that if the clubs around you do
strengthen their team, then may-
be they become better, but it’s not
always true that if you bring in
new players, the team becomes
stronger,” he added.

Liverpool will begin their Pre-
mier League campaign against
the newly promoted side Ipswich
Town on Saturday at the Port-
man Road. -an

of our national team’s media cam-
paign during its participation in
the 19th Gulf Cup in Muscat, which
culminated in our national team
winning the Gulf Cup title for the
first time in its history, indicating
that the national unity at that time
bore fruit as a result of the cohe-
sion and solidarity of all sports sec-
tors and the government agencies.
“It had led the national team
to write its name in the annals
of history among those crowned
with the Gulf Cup tournaments,”
he said. He added that it is hoped
that the next stage of the quali-

Couldn’t

push myself
to extreme:
Neeraj Chopra

MAGGLINGEN: Indian jave-
lin thrower Neeraj Chopra, who
won the silver medal at the Paris
Olympics, said he couldn’t push
himself'to his extreme.

Chopra fell short of retain-
ing his gold medal in the men’s
javelin throw at the ongoing
marquee event securing sil-
ver with a best throw of 89.45
metres.

Speaking at a virtual press
briefing, Neeraj said that men-
tally he was ready but lacked in
the physical area. The 26-year-
old accepted that his legwork
was not how it should have ben
during the final.

“I never thought I couldn’t do
it... Arshad Nadeem’s previous
best was at 90.18 metres which
he threw at the Commonwealth
Games, and my previous best
was 89.94 metres... I couldn’t
push myself to my extreme.
Mentally I was ready but physi-
cally, I was retraining myself.
My legwork on the runway was
not how it should have been. My
efforts were going in vain. My
throw immediately after Na-
deem’s throw was good because
I was extremely positive...,”
Neeraj said.

Neeraj also revealed his next
competition and said that he
will participate in the Lausanne
Diamond League, which will
kick off on August 22.-ant

fiers will witness unprecedented
support from the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, the Oman
Football Association, sports clubs
and the private sector, in order to
improve the capabilities of the na-
tional team, and to harness all as-
pects of material, moral and logis-
tical support, which will positively
reflect on the Reds’ performance
in the qualifiers.

Basil bin Ahmed Al Rawas,
Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Youth for
Sports and Youth, the sponsor of
the event, launched the identity

of the campaign to support the na-
tional football team in the final
qualifiers for the 2026 World Cup,
which carried the name “We are
all with you”, as the logo was de-
signed to symbolise sports, speed
and boldness, and one colour was
used for the logo to be easy and
versatile.

The logo is characterised by its
ease of application in most me-
dia such as television channels,
print advertisements, social me-
dia channels and others, while the
abstract engravings indicate all
segments of society (young, youth
and old), who stand behind the
team and support it in its journey
to World Cup finals, and this is evi-
dent through the movement of ab-
stract shapes in one direction and
in an ascending manner.

The launch of the campaign is
aimed at achieving the desired goal
and preparing for the next stage of
the journey of Omani football in
search of a dream that has been
awaited for decades, which is to
attend among the big teams in the
2026 World Cup.

The national team will begin its
journey in the qualifiers against
the Iraqi team at Basra Interna-
tional Stadium on fifth of Septem-
ber, and will play in the second

match against the South Korean
team in Muscat on 10 September
at the Sultan Qaboos Sports Com-
plex in Bousher, while the third
match against Kuwait will be held
in Muscat on 10 October, and will
travel to meet Jordan in Amman
on 15 October, and will receive Pal-
estine in Muscat on 14 November.

Oman national team will host
its Iraqi counterpart in Muscat
on November 19 in the second leg,
then leave for Seoul to meet South
Korea on March 20, 2025, then
play against Kuwait in Kuwait on
March 25, then host Jordan in
Muscat on June 5, 2025, and con-
clude its journey with Palestine
away from home on June 10, 2025.

Oman topped its group in the
last stage of the qualifiers with (13)
points, followed by the Kyrgyzstan
team with (11) points, then Malay-
sia with (10) points and Chinese
Taipei with no points.

Two technical teams have su-
pervised its training so far after
starting with Branko in the match-
es against Chinese Taipei and Kyr-
gyzstan (first leg) before the Czech
coach Jaroslav Celavy, coach of
our national football team, was
brought in, who achieved (10)
points out of (12) with the team,
putting it in the lead.

Babar proved his fitness, scored
truckloads of runs: Salman Butt

NEW DELHI: Former Pakistan
cricketer Salman Butt heaped
praise on Babar Azam and said that
the right-handed batter has proved
his fitness and scored truckloads
of runs in the past two years.

Pakistan’s stalwart batter Babar
Azam is set to play at the number
four spot in their upcoming two-
match Test series against Bangla-
desh, sources informed Geo News
on Thursday.

The sources told Geo News that
Abdullah Shafig’s position in the
team as an opener is “not under
threat,” and captain Shan Masood
will bat at the number three.

Speaking on his official YouTube
channel, Butt said: “Babar Azam
scored truckloads of runs in the
last 2 years, he proved his fitness,
he ran on the field, and scored runs
while batting first as well as sec-
ond innings. Things should go up
but they are getting broken in the
middle, which is wrong. So, this is
the responsibility of the players to
maintain their fitness.”

He added that the whole nation
started to criticize the fitness of
the Pakistan cricket team after
their poor performance at the T20
‘World Cup 2024.

“Entire Pakistan is talking
about the fitness of the team and it
brought a storm in Pakistan, play-
ers at the junior level were asked
to run. This came after people
said players weren’t fit in the T20
World Cup 2024. No one ques-
tioned the physios or trainers, but
instead, they started making play-
ers at the district level push hard
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for fitness. Those who made errors
are still there,” he added.

The two-match Test series will
kick off on August 21 at Rawalpin-
di Cricket Stadium. The two Tests
against Bangladesh will mark the
first assignment of Jason Gillespie
as Pakistan’s Test coach.

The second Test of the two-
match series is set to be played
from August 30 to September 3 in
Karachi.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) announced on Wednesday
that spectators will not be allowed
during the second Test match be-
tween Pakistan and Bangladesh
due to ongoing renovations at Ka-
rachi’s National Stadium.

Pakistan squad for Test series:

Shan Masood (captain), Saud
Shakeel, Aamir Jamal (subject to
fitness), Abdullah Shafique, Abrar
Ahmed, Babar Azam, Kamran
Ghulam, Khurram Shahzad, Mir
Hamza, Mohammad Ali, Muham-
mad Hurraira, Mohammad Ri-
zwan, Naseem Shah, Saim Ayub,
Salman Ali Agha, Sarfaraz Ahmed,
and Shaheen Shah Afridi.
Bangladesh squad for Test se-
ries: Najmul Hossain Shanto (cap-
tain), Mahmudullah, Zakir Hasan,
Shadman Islam, Mominul Haque,
Mushfiqur Rahim, Shakib Al
Hasan. Litton Das, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz, Taijul Islam, Nazmul Hos-
sain, Nurul Hasan, Ebadot Hos-
sain, Hasan Mahmud, Taskin
Ahmed and Khaled Ahmed. -ant

Good for Pope to be captain for three Tests: Nasser Hussain

LONDON: Former England cap-
tains Nasser Hussain and Michael
Atherton discussed Ollie Pope’s
recent appointment as England’s
new red-ball captain for the up-
coming matches, following the
news that regular captain Ben
Stokes has been ruled out for the
remainder of the English summer.

Pope has been named as the
stand-in captain for the Test series
against Sri Lanka.

Hussain believes it will be ben-

eficial for Pope to lead the England
side for a few games ahead of next
year’s Ashes series in Australia.

“I think it’s good for Pope to
be captain for three Tests, just in
case, Ben Stokes does get injured
in the future,” Hussain said on Sky
Sports Cricket Podcast as quoted
by ICC. “They need other options.
Just like when they go to Australia,
and they don’t want a bowling at-
tack that’s inexperienced,” he said.

“You don’t want to get there with
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someone [leading] who hasn’t
done it before,” he added.
However, both former captains
acknowledge that Pope will face
his share of challenges. Michael
Atherton notes that the 26-year-
old finds himself in a somewhat
uncertain position, given the tem-
porary nature of his appointment.
“Essentially, youre in a care-
taker position. And Ben Stokes has
left such a permanent mark on the
side, Ollie Pope wouldn’t want to

change that,” he said. “While you
are captain and you make deci-
sions, it’s someone else’s team. It’s
a slightly awkward position for
him,” he added.

Hussain also pointed out that
Pope has yet to fully assert himself
as the definitive leader of the team.

“The feeling with Pope is that it
doesn’t come naturally, [whereas]
the feeling with Stokes is that
cricketing intelligence comes very
naturally to him. It feels like he

[Pope] was given the vice-captain-
cy to get him out of that shell, the
no. 3 position as well, we believe
in you, which I think was the right
thing to do,” Hussain noted.

“But the other side of that, when
you're captain. You've to sell that
belief. Sell yourself to the team,
your plans,” he added.

The two former captains agree
that Pope is a popular figure and
extend their best wishes for his
new role. -ant
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Tourists pose

for photos with
installation marking
Mid-Autumn
Festival in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia
A tourist poses for
photos in front of an
installation marking
the Mid-Autumn
Festival in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.
Xinhua

Beautiful scenery, joyful life in
Basha Village, SW China’s Guizhou
An aerial drone picture shows a
view of Basha Village in Congjiang
County of Qiandongnan Miao and
Dong Autonomous Prefecture,
southwest China’s Guizhou
Province. xinhua

Janhvi Kapoor attends the Red Carpet Premiere of ‘Rajadhiraj: World Elephant Day marked in Sri Lanka

Love Life Leela’: Bollywood actress Janhvi Kapoor poses for a Elephants bathe in a river at the Pinnawala Elephant
picture during the Red Carpet Premiere of ‘Rajadhiraj: Love Life Orphanage in Sri Lanka. Established in 1975, Pinnawala
Leela’, in Mumbai. antphoto Elephant Orphanage is the first one of its kind in the world,

home to 69 elephant orphans today. xinhua

Gunla Festival celebrated in Lalitpur, Nepal 79th Independence Day celebrated in Indonesia Highlight of Dog surfing championships in California
Devotees worship little stupas with offerings in celebration This picture shows Independence Day celebration in A dog is pictured at dog surfing championships in Pacifica,
of the Gunla Festival in Lalitpur, Nepal. The month-long Nusantara, Indonesia. Indonesia celebrated its 79th California, the United States. xinnua

Gunla festival is one of the major festivals of the Newar Independence Day on Saturday. xinhua

Buddhist community during which they recite scriptures,
observe fast and visit places of worship. xinhua
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Experience luxu

Iy on every

adventure with Lynk & Co 09 SUV

The Lynk & Co 09
SUV, a range model
that has shaken up
the market, is built
for both safety and
unparalleled thrill

MUSCAT: Lynk & Co, renowned
forits cutting-edge European tech-
nology and innovative designs, is
committed to revolutionising the
driving experience in Oman.

The Lynk & Co 09 SUV, a range
model that has shaken up the mar-
ket, is built for both safety and un-
paralleled thrill.

It has made its mark on Oman’s
automotive scene, ushering in a
new era of driving excellence, ad-
vanced technology and unwaver-
ing safety standards.

The 09 model:
For a luxury voyage
Lynk & Co 09, is an exquisite
MHEV seven-seat full-size SUV
that marks a significant mile-
stone in the automobile industry.
Combining progressive tech, a
head-turning design and comfort,
it redefines urban style in Oman.
Conquer family adventures and el-
evate your city experience - the 09
is perfect for every drive.
The perfect SUV companion
The Lynk & Co 09 presents
striking exterior shades of gray,
black and white. The design tran-
sitions from the bold front grille to

the meticulously crafted interior,
prioritizing spacious comfort for
extended travels.

The Drive-E 2.0TD T5 turbo
engine and BSG system with an
8-speed automatic transmission
combine for a responsive and ex-
citing driving experience, with-
out sacrificing efficiency on your
journeys. Beyond performance, it
is the ideal companion for family
adventures. The spacious interior

provides ample legroom for eve-
ryone to stretch out, while a user-
friendly rear-seat infotainment
system keeps passengers enter-
tained on long journeys. Safety is
paramount and the 23 advanced
driver-assistance systems, includ-
ing Lane Change Assist, Emergen-
cy Lane Keeping Assistant with
Rear Car Detection and Blind Spot
Detection, provide peace of mind
on every mile.

This tech-forward SUV equips a
cutting-edge Smart Connectivity
& Infotainment System, featuring
a user-friendly interface that ca-
ters to the most discerning driver.
The expansive 12-inch+6-inch
center touchscreen and crystal-
clear Head-Up Display put infor-
mation at your fingertips, while
the premium 14-speaker BOSE®
Audio System elevates every jour-
ney with immersive sound.
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It prioritizes your comfort with
plush, spacious seating crafted
with luxurious NAPPA leather.
The genuine leather steering
wheel and 6-way power seat ad-
justment with lumbar support
ensure a first-class experience for
both driver and passengers.

The Lynk & Co 09 personalizes
every driving experience with its
five distinct drive modes for ulti-
mate versatility: ‘Eco’ prioritizes
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fuel efficiency, ‘Comfort’ delivers
a smooth ride, ‘Sports’ dials up
the excitement, ‘Off-Road’ tack-
les tough terrain and ‘Individual’
lets you personalize everything.
As a Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
(MHEYV), it strikes a perfect bal-
ance between efficiency and per-
formance. This technology allows
one to enjoy the benefits of elec-
trification, making it a convenient
and fuel-saving option.

ISC celebrates Indian Independence Day with enthusiasm, unity

MUSCAT: The Indian Social Club
Oman organized a grand celebration
on the occasion of the 78th Indian
Independence Day on August 15 at
the Oman auditorium, Al Bustan
Palace Hotel in Muscat. The event,
attended by members of the Indian
Diaspora and other distinguished
guests, reflected the spirit of unity
and pride that marks the celebration
of India’s independence.

The programme commenced
with the singing of the Indian
National Anthem. The highlight
of the event was the cultural pro-
gram, which showcased India’s
rich cultural heritage through a
series of performances.

Traditional dances from vari-
ous states were performed by the
members and children of the lin-
guistic wings of ISC. The event
was a vivid tapestry of perfor-
mance art, with each regional wing
performance captivating the audi-
ence through colourful garments

and heartfelt performances.

Alongside the cultural program,
a special painting exhibition by
members of ‘Rangrez’ the artist
group of ISC, showcasing India in
its diverse forms was also held.

In his keynote address, Babu
Rajendran, Chairman of the In-
dian Social Club, emphasized the
importance of staying connected
to one’s roots while contributing to
the growth and development of the
host country. He said, “On this day,
we not only celebrate our freedom
but also our culture, our values,
and the achievements of Indi-
ans across the world. The Indian
community in Oman continues to
strengthen ties between India and
Oman, making meaningful contri-
butions in various fields.”

Rajendran also paid a rich trib-
ute to the freedom fighters who
fought for India’s independence.

The chief guest of the evening
was Amit Narang, Ambassador of

India to Oman in his address the
Ambassador highlighted the sig-
nificance of the day and the con-
tributions of the Indian diaspora
in fostering cultural exchange and
bilateral relations between India
and Oman. He also spoke of the gi-
ant strides India has taken in the
years since Independence across
various fields.

The Indian of the Year Award is
an annual recognition presented
by Indian Social Club Oman. This
prestigious award honors excep-
tional individuals from various
fields who have made significant
contributions to Indian communi-
ty in Oman and elevated the nation
on a global stage.

For the year 2024, the Indian
Social Club honored Ahmed Ray-
ees with the “Indian of the Year”
award for his exemplary service
and dedication to the Indian com-
munity in Oman. A distinguished
businessman and philanthropist

with a humble personality, Ray-
ees’s tireless efforts over the last
many decades have significantly
impacted the lives of many not just
in Oman but in India as well.
Suhail Khan, Jt. General Sec-
retary of the Indian Social Club,
proposed the vote of thanks at the
event. On behalf of the Indian So-
cial Club, Khan expressed his grat-

itude to all the participants, well-
wishers and guests who made this
celebration a resounding success.
He added “Together, we continue
to celebrate our heritage, uphold
our values, and strive for a brighter
future for our community.

“The Indian Social Club re-
mains committed to promoting In-
dian culture, traditions, and unity

within the diaspora community,
and this Independence Day cel-
ebration was another step toward
fulfilling that mission”.

The event attracted a large
number of attendees, creating an
atmosphere of joy, patriotism, and
community spirit, reinforcing the
bonds among the members of the
Indian diaspora in Oman.
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MANDARIN ORIENTAL
The world’s most luxurious hotel group is now in the Sultanate of Oman. MUSCAT

Muscat at heart.

Way 2827, Shattl Al Queum, PO Box 1388, Muscal, Oman +968 2103 888 mandarinoriental comimuscal
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