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» NEWS BRIEF

SAYYID BADR SPEAKS TO
SPANISH FM

Muscat - H E Sayyid Badr al
Busaidi, Foreign Minister,
received a phone call from
Jose Manuel Albares, Mini-
ster of Foreign Affairs, Eur-
opean Union and Cooper-
ation of Spain, on Saturday.
They discussed bilateral
ties, joint cooperation and
consultation on several
regional and international
issues of mutual interest.
“We continue close
cooperation on enhancing
bilateral initiatives and
partnerships, and sharing
views on regional and
international issue,” H E
Sayyid Badr later tweeted.

India, GCC agree to resume
talks on free trade agreement

‘Inspirations’ - resin art show
at Hormuz Grand Muscat

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's sovereign credit rating
has been upgraded for the sec-
ond time this year by S&P Global
Ratings on improving fiscal posi-
tion due to government reforms
and higher oil prices.

On Friday, S&P raised its for-
eign and local currency long-term
sovereign credit ratings of Oman
to 'BB' from 'BB-". The global rat-
ing agency also upgraded its
transfer and convertibility as-
sessment to 'BB+' from 'BB' and
affirmed 'B' short-term sovereign
credit rating of Oman.

Earlier in April, S&P had up-
graded Oman's sovereign credit
rating to ‘BB-' from ‘B+', which
was a first rating upgrade by the
agency in nearly a decade.

'Oman's fiscal and external
positions are benefiting from
government reforms and higher
oil prices. In addition to rebuilding
fiscal buffers on the back of wind-
fall oil revenue, the Omani gov-
ernment has continued to reduce
the budget's reliance on oil re-
ceipts, in line with its medium-
term fiscal plan till 2025, S&P
said in its rating action report.

The rating agency has kept its
outlook on Oman ratings 'stable’.
It said the stable outlook bal-
ances the recent and expected
strengthening in Oman's fiscal
and balance-of-payments posi-
tions against the economy's
structural susceptibility to ad-

Second rating upgrade
from S&P in 2022

Real GDP to Non-oil growth Fiscal surplus
grow by 3.9% | toaverage 2.5% | to be 5.8% of
in 2022 over 2024-2025 | GDP this year

Public debt to
decline to RO17.9bn
from RO20.8bn

verse oil price shocks.

S&P expects Oman's fiscal re-
forms to continue, including the
possible introduction of personal
income tax on high earners and
measures to increase value-
added tax (VAT) receipts.

'Even so, there are indications
that the government has ad-
vanced its efforts to lower the
sensitivity of fiscal outcomes to
commodity (oil) prices. Since last
year, it has been using windfall oil
revenue to reduce debt," the rat-
ing agency said.

S&P noted that in the first-half
of 2022, Oman engaged in sev-

eral liability management exerc-
ises including a voluntary buyba-
ck of US$700mn in Eurobonds. It
estimates Oman's government
debt to decline to RO17.9bn (42
per cent of GDP) by year-end
2022 from RO20.8bn (61 per
cent of GDP) at year-end 2021.

As per S&P forecasts, the sul-
tanate's government will remain
in a fiscal surplus and the econ-
omy in a current account surplus
to 2024, providing additional op-
portunities to build fiscal and ex-
ternal buffers.

The rating agency recognised
that over the past two years, the

government has introduced
measures to address governance
and public finance issues. More-
over, S&P expects the govern-
ment's reform momentum will
continue during the 2022-2025
period.

'Although the government in-
tends to broadly continue with its
fiscal reform programme, we ex-
pect it will allocate some of the
forecast oil windfall this year to
supporting economic activity and
reducing the effects of past aus-
terity on the population,’ the rat-
ing agency added.

See also Page 05

Quadripartite
welcomes Muscat
manifesto in fight
against AMR

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The third Global High-Level Min-
isterial Conference on Antimicro-
bial Resistance concluded in
Muscat on Friday where targets
to address the global antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR) challenge
were discussed for the first time.

The conference agreed on the
Muscat Ministerial Manifesto,
which sets three global targets:
®Reduce the total amount of an-
timicrobials used in agri-food
systems by at least 30-50 per
cent by 2030.
®Preserve critically important
antimicrobials for human medi-
cine, ending the use of medically
important antimicrobials for
growth promotion in animals.
®Ensure ‘Access’ group antibi-
otics (a category of antibiotics
that are affordable, safe and have
a low AMR risk) represent at
least 60 per cent of overall antibi-
otic consumption in humans by
2030.

The Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations,
the UN Environment Programme,
the WHO and the World Organ-
isation for Animal Health - known
as the Quadripartite - welcomed
the outcomes of the conference
for accelerating action on AMR.

The globally agreed targets
will be key to protecting the effi-

Countries
committed to
implement
National Action
Plans for AMR

and strengthen
surveillance
through improved

data reporting
|

cacy of antimicrobials and curb-
ing the development of AMR
worldwide, as well as reducing
environmental pollution, in turn
lowering the spread of AMR, the
World Health Orgranisation
(WHO) stated.

The conference and its nu-
merical targets for antimicrobial
use in the human and animal sec-
tors will pave the way for bold po-
litical commitments at the
forthcoming UN General Assem-
bly High-Level Meeting on AMR
in 2024.

Countries also made commit-
ments to implement National Ac-
tion Plans for AMR and
strengthen surveillance through
improved data reporting and
management, private sector en-
gagement and implementation of
evidence-based practices.

See also Page 04
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City of future shows way forward for youth

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Public Authority for Special
Economic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ) projects Dugm as the
city of the future but anyone vis-
iting the nine-day mega youth
festival - Amad Dugm 22 - would
feel he or she has already
stepped into the future.

With its Mars incubator, an
arena to race drones and remote
control cars, and a futuristic
mosque, besides an area for mo-
bile camping, art labs and video
games, the Amad Dugm 22 calls
for contemplation as dozens of
abstract and interactive artistic
works and structures spread
over the village give a peek into
the world of the future.

Being held at the Special Eco-
nomic Zone in Dugm (SEZAD),

the event is being organised in
cooperation between OPAZ and
the Ministry of Culture, Sports

and Youth.
It seeks to introduce Dugm as
a futuristic city that attracts

young people and their projects
in various fields such as energy,
industry and logistics, besides

Sinceyouth are the
cornerstone of
achieving future
aspirations, Amad
Dugm 22 event was
organised to incu-
bate the vision and
creativity of youthi

AHMED BIN ALI AKAAK

tourism.

‘Amad Dugm 22 event comes
as a mini experimental labora-
tory for the aspirations of Omani
youth. The design and imple-
mentation processes were en-
trusted to a select group of
creative Omani youth to create a
vision that combines science,

technology, art and entertain-
ment to create a better world,’
stated SEZAD.

Ahmed bin Ali Akaak, acting
CEO of SEZAD, welcomed the
participants and introduced
them to the elements of the Spe-
cial Economic Zone at Dugm,
which make it the city of the fu-
ture and youth.

Akaak noted that the idea be-
hind the event is to enhance the
role of culture, innovation, sports,
technology and sustainability,
and to introduce the economic
potential and the growing invest-
ments in the region.

“Since youth are the corner-
stone of achieving future aspira-
tions, Amad Dugm 22 event was
organised to incubate the vision
and creativity of youth,” he said.

Dr Said bin Khalifa al Tuwair-
shi, head of the Supervisory

Committee for Amad Dugm 22,
stated that the festival will host
more than 30 youth activities in
various fields such as culture,
sports, innovation, technology,
sustainability and entertainment,
in line with the aspirations of
young people.

He pointed out that the idea of
Amad Dugm came as part of the
efforts being made to enhance
the presence of the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Dugm as a mod-
ern and prosperous city that
embraces art and innovation.

“The event provides an oppor-
tunity for young people to trans-
form their skills and innovations
into promising economic proj-
ects taking advantage of the
available opportunities. It also
aims to provide various options
for infrastructure and housing,”
Tuwairshi added.

Shura briefs
members
on new
Labour Law

Muscat - The Majlis A'Shura
briefed its members on the
Labour Law forwarded by the
government to the Majlis on
Thursday.

The briefing took place during
the shura’s third session of the
4th annual convening, headed by
H E Khalid Hilal al Ma'awali,
Chairman of the Shura Council.

The shura discussed a report
by its Economic and Financial
Committee on the draft version
of the State Budget 2023, as well
as two laws forwarded by the
government - one on the Higher
Education Law and the other on
the Basic Education Law.

The session covered other
topics, including the biometric
prints law, Oman-EU compre-
hensive air transport law, the
Oman-South Africa air services
agreement and the Oman-
Rwanda air services agreement.
ONA

Oman, Slovenia
hold political
consultations

Muscat - The first round of polit-
ical consultations between the
Foreign Ministries of Oman and
Slovenia was held at the Foreign
Ministry on Thursday.

The Omani side was headed
by H E Sheikh Khalifa Ali al
Harthy, Undersecretary for
Diplomatic Affairs in the Foreign
Ministry, while the Slovenian side
was headed by Samuel Zbogar,
Minister of Foreign affairs.

The two sides discussed rela-
tions between them and means
of enhancing them. They also ex-
changed views on regional and
international situations of com-
mon interest, as well as the ef-
forts exerted to resolve them.
ONA

REGIONAL WEATHER
Max Min
Muscat 30 20
Abu Dhabi 31 22
Doha 31 21
Kuwait City 28 18
Manama 30 22
Riyadh 30 15
PRAYER TIMINGS
Fajr 5.10am
Sunrise 6.29am
Duhr 11.59pm
Asr 3.04pm
Maghrib 5.25pm

Isha 6.39pm
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Football fans in Oman hail Japanese ‘cleaning’ culture

Our Correspondent
Muscat

After their historic victory over
Germany at Khalifa International
Stadium on Wednesday, Japan-
ese fans were seen cleaning the
stadium before leaving the arena.

Images of them collect trash
into plastic bags after the game
went viral on social media,
prompting a strong reaction from
people in Oman with comments
on the lesson to be learnt from
the Japanese in keeping the envi-
ronment clean.

Muscat Daily spoke to Omani
fans who are watching the World

Cup closely. Issa al Masoudi said,
"Japanese fans celebrated their
2-1victory over Germany in their
first 2022 World Cup game by
cleaning out the trash. This isn't
the first time the Japanese fans
have done such a thing; they have
been doing similar good deeds at
previous World Cups.”

Masoudi informed that the
Japanese instill the culture of
cleanliness in children from child-
hood. “This is a wonderful culture
because children grow up into
people who love their country
and respect for others. We need
to spread that culture at home, in
our schools and mosques, even in

(AFP)

our private and government sec-
tor offices. Oman is a beautiful
country and it is worth working
for it and spreading awareness
among those few who litter.”

According to Nasser al Hosni,
the Japanese fans' celebration by
cleaning up the stadium after the
game is evidence of their
progress, civilisation and self-re-
liance. “The Japanese people
built themselves up after the end
of World War Il that destroyed
them and taught their children
how to rebuild their civilisation in
a very short time. It is a culture
that we should learn from to build
our homeland.”

Hosni believes preserving the
environment is everyone's re-
sponsibility. He called on all citi-
zens and residents to follow the
example of the Japanese. “| urge
every one to pick up trash, wher-
ever one sees it.”

Fahad al Yusufi said Oman sh-
ould launch awareness campaig-
ns on cleanliness and encourage
people to throw waste in trash
bins. “We have to tip our hats to
the Japanese fans. We must start
teaching the importance of clean-
liness of the environment from an
early age to our children.”

Government employee Yahya
al Hassani said, "I like what the

Japanese fans did at the end of
the match. | hope to see such
scenes in our stadiums and
tourist sites. Unfortunately, there
are many who leave their trash
on beaches and tourist places
after enjoying an outing.”

Environmental specialist
Ahlam al Mugbali observed that
the Japanese are raised in a cul-
ture of cleanliness and respect for
the environment from childhood.
“They do not leave rubbish be-
hind and they respect the place
where they stay. We must teach
our children and create aware-
ness among people to preserve
the environment.”
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United effort needed to tackle threat
of antimicrobial resistance: H E Sabti

Muscat - The third Global High-
Level Ministerial Conference on
Antimicrobial Resistance con-
cluded in Muscat on Friday. It
ended with conference partici-
pants agreeing to accelerate
tackling antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) at the national, regional,
and global levels and to enhance
international cooperation.

The two-day conference, held
under the theme 'Antimicrobial
Resistance: From Politics to One
Health Measures,’ sought to
stimulate interactive dialogue to
address the epidemic of AMR.

H E Dr Hilal al Sabti, Minister
of Health, said, “The COVID-19
pandemic has exacerbated the
phenomenon of antibiotic-resis-
tant microbes and highlighted the
importance of readiness and pre-
paredness for outbreaks and
pandemics.”

Oman lauded for efforts to stem spread of AMR

Muscat - Dr Ahmed Salim al
Mandhari, Regional Director of
the World Health Organization
for the Eastern Mediterranean
Region, has commended the
efforts made by Oman to limit
the spread of antimicrobial re-
sistance (AMR) by drafting and
applying strategies and policies
that yielded fruit over time.
Mandhari told ONA that the
measures include legalisation

He added that the world is
passing through a critical stage
that requires everyone - individ-
uals, institutions, governments
and organisations - to unite ef-
forts in order to address the

threat of the spread of antibiotic-
resistant microbes under the
‘One Health' approach.
Addressing the conference, Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director General of World Health

of antibiotics use and the limi-
tation of access to antibiotics,
whether by government or pri-
vate institutions, to prescrip-
tions from a treating doctor.
“Such measures were lacking in
many countries in the world,
resulting in the emergence of
resistant types of bacteria,”
Mandhari said.

He added that Oman's host-
ing of the third Global High-

Organisation, said, “The pressing
challenge of AMR is one of the
most urgent and complex chal-
lenges of our times because it is
not as dramatic as a pandemic, a
war or a humanitarian emer-

Level Ministerial Conference
on Antimicrobial Resistance
reflects the country’s keenness,
as well as the interest of other
countries and international or-
ganisations, to regulate the use
of antibiotics. “The absence of
such a collective action will un-
doubtedly affect human health
and society by allowing the
emergence of microbes that re-
sist antibiotics.”

gency and it doesn't attract the
same attention from govern-
ments, donors or the media.”
Ghebreyesus added that ear-
lier this year, the Quadripartite
(WHO, FAO, UNEP and WOAH)

published a strategic framework
for collaboration across sectors
to advance a One Health ap-
proach to AMR.

“Despite the magnitude of this
global threat, we face significant
challenges in establishing sus-
tainable funding for the essential
and effective interventions out-
lined in the strategic framework.”

According to Dr QU Dongyu,
Director General of Food and
Agriculture Organization, 70 per
cent of antimicrobials sold glob-
ally are used in production of an-
imals. “In the One Health context,
this  disproportionate figure
makes the agri-food sector criti-
cal in the response to AMR.”

H E Dr Saud bin Hamoud al
Habsi, Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources,
said that Oman has developed
programmes to confront this mu-

Itilateral phenomenon in a more
effective manner, and to integr-
ate efforts in the fields of agricul-
ture, health and the environment
within the framework of the One
Health approach.

“The most important thing to
focus on at this stage is acceler-
ating the pace of dealing with this
global threat, at national and re-
gional levels, and reaching a glob-
al partnership. This matter requir-
es political commitment to im-
plement international standards
and guidelines, and develop ap-
propriate national legislation.”

He informed that the sultanate
is “counting on the Muscat Man-
ifesto to accelerate the One
Health measures on AMR, in a
way that contributes to achieving
the 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals".

(Contributed by Hibba al Kindi)

ow often have you seen ad-

vertisements for yoghurts,

fibre-rich breakfast products

or nutritional supplements

that "strengthen the body's
natural balance"? We have long known
that bacterial culture in our intestinal flora
are important for our health but the poten-
tial of these microorganisms has now re-
ally gained momentum, as advanced
medicines based on our microbiome are
just around the corner.

The human microbiome is the term for
the diverse collection of microorganisms
that reside on and in the human body. Re-
search efforts in the area are extensive,
with a focus on identifying these microor-
ganisms and their influence on our state of
health.

Visionary researchers, pharmaceutical
companies and startups are in the process
of developing advanced products and
forms of treatment based on research in
the field. An early example (around 1950s)
is Fecal Microbial Transplantation, where
intestinal bacteria are transferred to a pa-
tient from a healthy donor. The field has
developed significantly since then. Tech-
nologies under development are drugs
based on sophisticated collections of spe-
cific health-promoting bacteria and
metabolites, better known as postbiotics,
that can cure, for example, cancer.

The potential is enormous, and re-
searchers around the globe are working to
develop solutions.

For example, it is expected that a micro-
biome-based drug for the treatment of in-
fectious diseases will soon be in the
market. The drug will be able to fight bac-
teria that is one of the most common
causes of diarrhoea.

SYED ADIL ABBAS

Abbas, an MBA graduate from Cardiff Metropolitan University
(UK), is currently based in Muscat, and has over 20 years of
international experience working with the public and private
sectors in the Middle East, Far East, Africa and India.

At the same time, promising studies
indicate that the microbiome has an
impact on, for example, COVID- 19 in
addition on a wide spectrum of other
diseases from cancer to mental disorders
to autism.

The microbiome has also created a new
level of competition between dietary sup-
plements on the one hand and pharma-
ceuticals on the other. Probiotics, which
are described as live bacteria that aim to
change the microbial gut flora, have been
marketed for years by nutritional compa-
nies, while the field is new to the pharma-
ceutical sector.

While microbiome-based medicines
are driving pharmaceutical companies into

GOLD MINE

foodtech and the nutrition industry, inno-
vation in the field of nutrition is increas-
ingly leaning on the pharmaceutical
industry. This is reflected in the partner-
ships that are currently being established
across the two industries. A major player
Nestlé, for example, has entered into a
multi-million dollar strategic collaboration
with the Boston-based biotech company
Seres Therapeutics.

Renowned venture capital fund Flag-
ship Pioneering, based in Boston, US, was
one of the first to see the potential in the
field with its investment in Seres Thera-
peutics way back in 2012.

Another Boston-based venture capital
fund called CARB-X has recently invested
in the fast-growing Danish company
SNIPR BIOME, which will use CRISPR
technology to precisely and effectively kill
harmful bacteria in the microbiome.

Home to numerous microbiome start-
ups and frontrunners in drug development
research and innovation, Boston is unde-
niably the global centre for biotechnology.

In the future, medicines will be more
tailored to you and your unique needs. Re-
searchers have so far worked to charac-
terise an individual person using genetics
and environment but with the great knowl-
edge we have about the microbiome, our
intestinal flora will also be included in fu-
ture.

The microbiome stands to bring a new
dimension to personalised medicine in re-
lation to both the diagnosis and treatment
of a wide range of diseases. Sequencing
each patient's microbiome may in the near
future become common practice to help
select optimal treatment for the individual,
and microbiome-based drugs are ex-
pected to be a part of and complement
current treatment methods.

Innovation in the field of the micro-
biome will thus play an important role in
accelerating the development of drugs and
treatments that reflect our unique genetic
profile and lifestyle.

The development work to realise per-
sonalised medicine requires strong collab-
oration across disciplines and building of
platforms that require the integration of
health data.

Oman can play an essential role, as our
health system and nationwide patient data
create a basis for a huge data platform that
can position Oman as a leading country for
data management and clinical microbiome
research. Higher educational institutes can
be of great help in this regard. We have
some of the appropriate tools to unearth
what can be described as a biological gold
mine.

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing

Over 65,000 tourists visited
nature reserves till Sept

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As many as 65,880 people vis-
ited nature reserves in Oman this
year till September, according to
the Environment Authority (EA).

Nature reserves in Oman are
a major tourist attraction, offer-
ing scenic nature, camping and
diving facilities to enjoy coral
reefs and other underwater
treasures.

The EA ‘seeks to conduct sci-
entific studies and provide
tourism and entertainment facil-
ities for guests inside nature re-
serves’, a statement said.

‘Oman has 21 nature reserves
through which we aim to pre-
serve biological diversity and
promote the sultanate in the
world of ecotourism.’

Speaking to Muscat Daily, an
EA official informed that it issued
12,543 special permits and envi-
ronmental licences in 2022 till
September and environmental
specialists conducted 29,725
field visits to nature reserves in
order to protect wildlife.

“The authority is exerting

great efforts to protect endan-
gered animals. There are 239
wild animals and birds in the
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Re-
production Centre in Barka. The
authority also saved and pro-
vided veterinary care for 16 ani-
mals and birds this year and
documented the return of two
green turtles.”

He informed that recently a
green turtle returned to Ras al
Jinz after 20 years. “EA special-
ists were able to monitor the tur-
tle that was first tagged - No
45470 - in November 2001."

Earlier in January, a turtle re-

(Supplied photo)

turned to its nesting site after 31
years. It was tagged by Omani
turtle expert Rashid al Ameri on
March 30, 1991.

According to the EA official,
“The authority tagged 116 new
turtles and recorded the death of
28 this year till the third quarter.”

Additionally, EA launched the
second phase of a project to
track turtles via satellites re-
cently. The project aims to
gather information to study the
nesting behaviour and natural
habitat of sea turtles.

Five tracking devices were in-
stalled in the Ras al Jinz area to
achieve the project’s objective by
monitoring threats during turtle
migration and the environmental
risks to the creatures and their
natural habitat.

The sultanate has several nat-
ural reserves that support do-
mestic tourism. A Royal Decree
issued earlier this year estab-
lished the National Natural Park
Reserve in Musandam. The re-
serve will nurture diverse fauna
and flora, characterised by dis-
tinct nutritional, medicinal and
cosmetic properties.
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S&P projects Oman's GDP

growth at 4% for 2022

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's economy will grow by
nearly four per cent this year
supported by higher hydrocar-
bon production, continuing re-
form momentum and a pick up in
investment spending, according
to S&P Global Ratings.

S&P on Friday upgraded its
foreign and local currency long-
term sovereign credit ratings on
Oman to 'BB' from 'BB-', with a
stable outlook.

'We expect higher oil prices
and production volumes, as well
as public investment spending,
to drive stronger growth this
year. We forecast Oman's real
GDP will expand by 3.9 per cent
in 2022, up from 3.1 per cent last
year, largely due to increasing
hydrocarbon production under
the OPEC+ agreement,' S&P said
in its rating action report.

The rating agency expects
that Oman's oil production will
increase to 1.135mn barrels per
day (bpd) in 2025 from an esti-
mated 1.040mn bpd this year
and 0.966mn bpd in 2021.

Although hydrocarbon pro-
duction should spur growth in
2022 and 2023, in the later years
of its forecast period S&P ex-
pects the non-oil sector to be-
come the main growth catalyst.

As per S&P forecasts, Oman's
non-oil growth will average 2.5
per cent over 2024-2025, up
from 1.8 per cent in 2022.

'Having held back on capital
expenditure over the past two

years the government and its
public entities will now ramp up
investment, in our view. The gov-
ernment has announced slightly
higher spending than budgeted
on development  projects
through 2025,' S&P said.
'Nevertheless, we understand

that entities under the Oman In-
vestment Authority (OIA) and
Energy Development Oman
(EDO) will undertake the major-
ity of investment projects and
funding will be deployed over
several years. Most of OlA's new
investments will be in partner-
ship with the private sector,' the
rating agency added.

First surplus since
2014

S&P forecasts a general govern-
ment fiscal surplus in 2022, the

first since 2014, thanks to higher
oil prices and government's fiscal
reforms.

The rating agency anticipates
that Oman will achieve a fiscal
surplus of about 5.8 per cent of
GDP this year, well above the
budgeted deficit of 4.6 per cent.

'The difference is driven pri-
marily by higher realised oil
prices, since the government's
more conservative budget as-
sumptions are based on US$50
per barrel. Although the govern-
ment intends to limit spending
growth, we expect expenses will
surpass budget plans, mainly be-
cause of higher-than-expected
payments for gas, subsidies and
transfers, and development proj-
ects,’ S&P said.

Moreover, the rating agency
said that the government reform

efforts and favourable oil prices
will support fiscal surpluses over
2022-2024 period, placing the
government in a marginal net fis-
cal asset position in 2023-2024.

'While we assume a gradual
decline in oil prices going into
2023 and 2024, the government
should remain in a fiscal surplus,
thanks to ongoing fiscal reforms.
If our long-term price assump-
tion for Brent at US$55 a barrel
in 2025 is realised, the govern-
ment would return to a deficit of
about 5.5 per cent of GDP,' S&P
said.

S&P noted that its Oman GDP
growth forecast also factors in
pressure from rising interest
rates and spillover effects from
the Russia-Ukraine conflict on
food price inflation and global
demand. The rating agency ex-
pects Oman's inflation to rise
moderately to 3 per cent in 2022
on higher commodity prices aris-
ing from the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict. S&P anticipates that the
Central Bank of Oman will follow
the interest rate policy of the US
Federal Reserve, given the cur-
rency peg.

Asyad Group signs MoU to set
up multimodal logistics park,
e-commerce hub in Tanzania

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Asyad Group, Oman's global in-
tegrated  logistics  service
provider, signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with
Tanzania Post to explore the po-
tential for establishing a multi-
modal logistics park and
e-commerce hub in Dar es
Salaam.

Building on its advance e-
commerce solutions, Asyad is
expanding its presence to the
Tanzanian market in furtherance
to its long-standing partnership
with Tanzania Post. The expan-
sion aims to boost cross-border
trade and increase the flow of e-
commerce between the two
countries, all while expanding
their collective reach through
East Africa and the Middle East
using Tanzania Post as the entry
gateway.

The MoU was signed by
Nasser al Sharji, CEO of Oman
Post and Asyad Express, and
Macrice Daniel Mbodo, post-
master general of Tanzania Post.
The MoU aims at augmenting
revenues and employing Asyad
Group's offering and expertise to
enable and accelerate Tanzania
Post's express and e-commerce
capabilities.

Under the MoU, the multi-
modal logistics business park will
be designed to serve as a one-
stop-shop solution for all serv-
ices required to ensure the
development of a world-class e-

commerce hub. These include a
range of products and services,
such as warehousing, fulfilment
center and cold chain solutions,
as well as courier express
parcels, container freight solu-
tions and freight forwarding,
driven by logistics technology
and digital solutions.

The MoU also aims at con-
ducting a feasibility study to pro-
vide a strategic direction for the
project execution roadmap and
investment strategy, taking the
original partnership between
Tanzania Post and Asyad to the
next level. This involves assess-
ing the overall feasibility of es-
tablishing a fully-fledged logistics
park in Tanzania offering multi-
modal logistics services that con-
nect Oman to Tanzania and open
the East Africa region for end-to-
end logistics using Tanzania as a
regional logistics hub.

Highlighting the significance
of this new milestone in the

Oman-Tanzania strategic part-
nership, Sharji said, “This MoU
signed between Asyad Group
and Tanzania Post is a powerful
addition to the group's toolkit, as
it helps translate our commercial
plans to position Oman as a
global logistics hub and a transit
gateway to East Africa, the Mid-
dle East, the Arabian Gulf and
India. We are proud to pursue
our efforts to enter the Tanzan-
ian market in a way that further
improves the global logistics sec-
tor and enables its development
in the East Africa region.”

“We plan to utilize this coop-
eration to continue to launch our
world-class logistics services in
African markets which will un-
lock bilateral trade opportunities
and allow us to deploy additional
commercial and logistics offer-
ings, with a key focus on e-com-
merce activities in the rapidly
growing Tanzanian market,” he
added.

EU fails to agree gas price cap

Brussels, Belgium - EU energy
ministers failed Thursday to agree
acap on gas prices to mitigate the
energy crunch in Europe, amid
deep divisions over an initial pro-
posal slammed by many as a
"joke".

The ministers will now meet in
the first half of December to try to
bridge differences, said Czech In-
dustry Minister Jozef Sikela,
whose country currently holds the
rotating presidency of the EU.

During the "heated discus-
sions" ministers did manage to
adopt a couple of other "impor-
tant measures", including joint
gas purchases to avoid intra-EU
competition driving up prices,
supply solidarity in times of need,
and hastening authorisation of re-
newable energy sources, Sikela
said.

Several ministers going into
Thursday's meeting complained
that the gas price cap proposal on

the table, unveiled by the Euro-
pean Commission just two days
earlier, was clearly designed to
never be used.

The Polish and Spanish energy
ministers called the proposal a
"joke".

The price cap plan - which the
commission was never keen on -
sets a maximum threshold of 275
euros per megawatt hour.

But it comes with so many
conditions attached that it would
not even have been activated
back in August, when the gas
price briefly soared above 300
euros, alarming Europe used to
historic prices around 10 per cent
of that. The cap proposal would
only be triggered if the 275-euro
limit was breached continuously
for at least two weeks, and then
only if the price for liquified natu-
ral gas (LNG) rose above 58
euros for 10 days within that
same two-week period.

The price of wholesale gas in
Europe on Thursday was around
124 euros, according to the main
TTF benchmark.

The commission's proposed
price cap was seen as neutered
under pressure from members in-
cluding Germany and the Nether-
lands, which feared a cap could
divert gas supplies to more lucra-
tive markets, especially Asia.

Yet at least 15 EU countries -
more than half the bloc - want
some form of workable ceiling on
wholesale gas prices to tackle a
crunch in supply forced by Rus-
sia's war in Ukraine.

EU energy minister Kadri Sim-
son said the European Commis-
sion was bound by "parameters"
it was given by EU capitals in its
formulation of a price cap, and
that those governments were free
to agree on a change to the pa-
rameters if they wished.

AFP

India and GCC agree to resume
talks on free trade agreement

New Delhi, India - Piyush Goyal,
India's Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Consumer Affairs,
Food, and Public Distribution and
Textiles, and Dr Nayef Falah al
Hajraf, Secretary General of the
Gulf  Cooperation  Council
(GCQ), held ajoint press confer-
ence in New Delhi on Friday to
announce the intent to pursue
negotiations on the India-GCC
Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
With forward-looking and so-
|ution-oriented deliberations, bi-
lateral engagements witnessed
significant progress on all mat-
ters of mutual interest across the
entire gamut of bilateral eco-
nomic relations between India
and the GCC nations.
According to a press release
issued by the Indian government,

Piyush Goyal

both sides agreed to expedite
conclusion of the requisite legal
and technical requirements for
formal resumption of the FTA
negotiations. The FTA is envis-
aged to be a modern, compre-
hensive agreement with
substantial coverage of goods
and services. Both sides empha-

Dr Nayef Falah al Hajraf

sised that the FTA will create
new jobs, raise living standards,
and provide wider social and
economic opportunities in India
and all the GCC countries. Both
sides agreed to significantly ex-
pand and diversify the trade bas-
ket in line with the enormous
potential that exists on account

of the complementary business
and economic ecosystems of
India and the GCC.

The GCC is currently India's
largest trading partner bloc with
bilateral trade in the Indian finan-
cial year 2021-22 valued at over
US$154bn, with India's exports
to GCC valued at approximately
US$44bn and imports of around
US$110bn.

Bilateral trade in services be-
tween India and the GCC was
valued at around US$14bn in the
financial year 2021-22, with
India's exports to GCC valued at
US$5.5bn and imports at
US$8.3bn.

The GCC countries contribute
almost 35 per cent of India's oil
imports and 70 per cent of gas
imports.

Elon Musk's Twitter aims to diversify beyond advertising

San Francisco, US - Is it a pipe
dream or a possibility? Elon
Musk wants to meaningfully di-
versify Twitter's revenue stream
beyond advertising, but no major
social network has managed so
far to go without ads altogether.

Something of a gold standard,
social media ads can be fine-
tuned and tailored to individual
users on a mass scale, and have
been particularly lucrative for
Meta's Facebook and Instagram,
as well as Google.

"Facebook pretty much set
the standard for having an ad
model for social networks," said
Jasmine Enberg, an analyst at In-
sider Intelligence. "But that does-
n't necessarily have to be the
way that social platforms mone-
tize."

Social networks are facing
budget cuts from inflation-af-
flicted advertisers and increased

regulations on the use of lucra-
tive personal data, so it makes
sense for them "to be exploring
new, non-ad monetisation tech-
niques,” she said.

The issue is delicate for Twit-
ter, whose revenue is 90 per cent
dependent on advertising. Ad-
vertisers, on the other hand, do
not necessarily need Twitter and
can turn to other social networks.

The advertising situation at
Twitter has been particularly dire
since Musk took over the com-
pany in late October.

In recent weeks, half of Twit-
ter's 100 top advertisers have
announced they are suspending
or have otherwise "seemingly
stopped advertising on Twitter,"
an analysis conducted by non-
profit watchdog group Media
Matters found.

They fear being associated
with toxic content as Musk, who

describes himself as a "free
speech absolutist," advocates for
laxer moderation.

"Musk didn't understand that
Twitter itself was a brand, had
cachet," said Sarah Roberts, an
information studies expert at
University of California, Los An-
geles.

"Now companies don't even
want to be associated with it. It's
not even that they worry about

the content. Twitter is a tainted
brand, a brand non grata compa-
nies don't want to be associated
with," she added.

Alternate solutions
Social media sites are testing two
alternate solutions in particular:
charging everyday users and
charging content creators.

The forum platform Reddit
has deployed a hybrid model,

making money via advertising,
paid subscriptions and digital
coins that allow users access to
special privileges.

That said, "It's always hard to
charge for something that used
to be free," said Carolina Mi-
lanesi of research firm Creative
Strategies.

"Unless you give something
different or create a different
product, you can't go from not
charging to charging," she said.

While Twitter has been offer-
ing a paid subscription with ad-
ditional features since last year,
Musk aimed to raise the price to
US$8 a month and include ac-
count verification in the plan's
perks.

A partial launch was chaotic,
however, and prompted the pro-
liferation of so many fake ac-
counts that the rollout of
so-called Twitter Blue has now

been paused.

Musk has now tweeted that
this feature called Verified will be
launched next week.

"Figuring out a way to charge
users for premium features and
make money off of users is not a
bad idea," Enberg said.

But she said the benefits Twit-
ter offered may not have been
enticing enough, and that the
verification aspect should be
more of a security feature than a
monetizable feature.

Finally, because paid sub-
scribers - arguably the most ac-
tive on the network - would see
50 per cent less advertising than
non-paying users, the plan would
"dilute the quality and the size of
the addressable audience for ad-
vertisers."

Some newer platforms are
trying to do without advertising
altogether, with no guarantee of

long-term viability.

For example, on Discord, a
live-discussion social network,
subscribers have access to more
emoticons.

And the fledgling photo-shar-
ing app BeReal is hoping to not
have to sell ads by making
money through in-app purchases
instead, the Financial Times re-
ported. Twitter had some
230mn daily active users as of
June, and Musk continues to
congratulate himself on growing
that number since taking over.

But increased users do not
necessarily translate into dollars.

Snapchat, which also
launched a paid version in June,
has gained more and more users,
but not necessarily money. Most
users do not pay anything and
advertizers have cut spending on
this app.

AFP
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Indian Minister concludes
successful visit to Oman

Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar, Indian
Minister of State (MoS) for
Health and Family Welfare, on
Friday concluded her two-day
visit to sultanate after partici-
pating in the ‘Third Global High-
Level Ministerial Conference on
Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR) held in Muscat.

During the conference, Dr
Bharati delivered India's Na-
tional Statement recognising
AMR as a multifaceted, com-
plex problem with conse-
quences for individuals and
healthcare systems. She also
highlighted India’s high level
political commitment under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to tackle AMR
holistically.

The junior minister noted
that India launched a National
Action Plan (NAP) for AMR, in
April 2017 to improve aware-
ness, enhance surveillance
measures, strengthen infection
prevention and control, and
promote investments to control
AMR.

In her statement she also
urged all countries to commit to
a strong political will, promote

inter-sectoral coordination be-
tween public and private sec-
tors, and comprehensively
strengthen the healthcare sys-
tems worldwide to tackle AMR.
The junior minister also par-
ticipated in a Ministerial panel
discussion on AMR and the Po-
litical Response and shared
India’s experiences and sugges-
tions to enhance global political
commitment to this issue.
During her stay in Muscat,

Dr Bharati met with H E Dr Hilal
al Sabti, the Health Minister of
Oman and held warm and cor-
dial discussions on ways to
deepen the already excellent
cooperation between India and
Oman in the field of health and
wellness.

She also met with the Minis-
ter of Health Ernst Kuipers and
Vice Minister of Health Mar-
jolijn Sonnema, of the Nether-
lands and the Minister of Social

Work Jakob Forssmed of Swe-
den on the sidelines of the con-
ference, exploring ways to
enhance cooperation in the
healthcare sector.

The MoS also held discus-
sions with other leaders, policy-
makers, key global experts,
representatives from the pri-
vate sector, civil society, re-
search institutions, and
multilateral organisations on
the issue of antimicrobial resist-
ance (AMR).

Dr Bharati also had a fruitful
interaction with the prominent
members of the Indian commu-
nity and community organisa-
tions in Oman. She spoke about
India’s successful transforma-
tional journey under the vision-
ary leadership of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi.

She invited them to partici-
pate enthusiastically in the
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD),
being organised in January
2023 in Indore.

During her visit, the MoS also
offered prayers at the Shiva
Temple located in Muscat, one
of the oldest Indian temples in
the region.

Oman Oasis announces
winners of ‘BMWN offer

In line with its goal to delight cus-
tomers with better products and
offers, Oman Oasis recently an-
nounced ‘Buy More Win More'
offer which gives customers a
chance to participate in a
monthly raffle draw by purchas-
ing Oman QOasis, Sifr or Mai Al-
kaline drinking water from Lulu,
Nesto, Carrefour, Sultan Centre
and Makkah Hypermarkets.

The first draw was held on
November 3 with a total of 130
lucky winners were picked up
from the draw.

The offer has been success-

fully running across Oman and
will continue till December 31,
Oman QOasis said, adding ‘The
more you purchase the more
your chances to win prizes'.
Ahmed  Alaamri,  Sujith
Amithabhavan, Ahmed,
Hamood al Mamari, Mogaru
Abdul Rahiman Abusali and
Muhammad Ajmal were the six
winners of iPhone 13. In addition,
Taher, Jannice Andrada and
Hussain won Lenovo laptops.
By participating in the offer,
customers can win prizes like
iPhone 13s, gold coins, laptops,

and petrol coupons.

Speaking about the raffle
draw, Oman Oasis COON S S
Subramaniam said, “Oman Oasis
continues to delight its cus-
tomers with a series of offers and
promotions all-round the year.
Congratulations to all the win-
ners who have won these prizes.
There are many more such
prizes to be won and we urge
more and more customers to
participate in the raffle draw.”

Oman Oasis has been voted
as ‘Oman'’s Most Trusted Brand’
for five consecutive years.

Jindal Shadeed Iron and Steel
brings communities together

Jindal Shadeed Iron and Steel
LLC (JSIS) held a community-dri-
ven National Day celebration as
part of its commitment to im-
proving the quality of life in the
locality it operates in.

Organised at the JSIS's Al
Noor Hall in Sohar, this patriotic
event was graced by H E Sheikh
Mohammed Sulaiman al Kindi,
Governor of North Batinah.
Among the attendees were the
Vulcan Steel Oman managing di-
rector, chief executive officer of
Jindal Shadeed, high-ranking
government officials, community
and state representatives from
Sohar and surrounding neigh-
bourhoods as well as non-profit
organisations and charities.

The event celebrated Oman's
long-standing history, achieve-
ments, people, and heritage, with
an array of locally sourced and
freshly made traditional Omani
food and dances. Highlights of
the evening included perform-
ances by North Batinah Al Noor
Association for the Blind, Sohar
Special Needs Association, sur-
rounding elementary schools,
and other local organisations.

Commenting on the success
of the event, Vulcan Steel Oman
managing director Sanjay Anand
said, “On this auspicious occa-
sion of the 52nd National Day, on
behalf of my Jindal Shadeed fam-

ily, I would like to congratulate
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik - may the Almighty protect
him - and pray for his long life,
good health and happiness. |
wish peace, progress and pros-
perity to this great nation and its
people. | also thank H E Sheikh
Mohammed Sulaiman Hamood
al kindi, Governor of North Bati-
nah, for being our esteemed
guest on this joyous occasion.”
On the success of the event,
Harssha Shetty said, “His
Majesty's vision, noble work and
pro-industry diversification poli-
cies have helped us increase the
company's in-country value, and
heavily contribute to its GDP
from non-oil and gas revenue.
“Jindal Shadeed Iron and Steel
is delighted to be interweaved
within the Sohar culture; this cel-
ebration is a great opportunity for

us to extend our gratitude to the
Omani government, and our
communities, and celebrate
JSIS's long-standing and mutually
beneficial relationship with Sohar
and its people, and the country.”
Since its inception in Oman,
JSIS's community engagement
activities have been key to its
growth. The company is fully
dedicated to giving back to soci-
ety through creating and nurtur-
ing social and sustainable
initiatives. It delves into public
matters and issues, establishing
direct communication with local
and national social leadership.
In addition, the company part-
ners with various agencies in line
with the sultanate’s sustainabil-
ity goals. Among its many ven-
tures are blood donation camps,
health screening programmes,
and other development projects.

|ISC-Purshottam Kaniji volleyball championship held

The 2022 Indian Social Club Vol-
leyball Championship presented
by Purshottam Kanji Exchange
Co LLC was held on November
18 at Al Ahli Club Darsait. Nine
teams competed for the ever-
rolling trophy sponsored by Al
Raka Trading Co LLC.

It is the largest championship
held in Oman by the expatriate
community as the top seeded
players from Oman, Pakistan and
India participated in this tourna-
ment which was divided into two
groups.

The tournament began with
top-seeded team Al Raka Trad-
ing facing UFSC Muscat at 10am
in the morning. Following the
opening match, the teams Seeb
Warriors, Charva Eleven, DB
Champs, Oman Strikers, Mal-
abar Warriors, Nizwa Friends
and Muscat Super Strikers

played their league matches.

All the league matches played
with a score of 21, 21and 15 and
the semifinals and finals played
with best of three sets of 25, 25
and 15. All the teams displayed
best of their play and four teams
advanced to the semifinals and
the championship matches held
on the same day from 6pm.

Al Raka started off a little
nervously, but after some really
good rallies they gained confi-
dence, which was shown
through the great services and
powerful smashes.

Every match was very exciting
and thrilling till the end. Unfortu-
nately, UFSC outplayed with
smart movements and smashes
made the final set in their favour
and emerged as winner of first
semifinal scoring 25-17; 23-25
and 15-9.

In the second semifinals, Seeb
Warriors of Oman thrashed Mal-
abar Warriors with some terrific
attacks and excellent move-
ments scoring 25-13 and 25-16.

Finalists Seeb Warriors and
UFSC displayed an outstanding
volleyball show and the crowd
enjoyed each and every moment
of the game. Seeb Warriors was
very consistent throughout the
event and the confidence level
was very high. UFSC defence
forced them ample errors in the
first set to claim victory by the
opponents in the first set scoring
26-25. However, UFSC played an
outstanding game in the second
set with their attacking style to
bring the second set in their
favour scoring 25-16. Seeb War-
riors was impeccable throughout
the set and the home ground
helped them to turn the final set

in their favour to emerge as Vol-
leyball Champions with a score
of 15-13.

Sanoj Sajjad adjudged the
best attacker whereas Abu Ghazi
was the best setter and Shyam
the best all-rounder. Volleyball
Federation of India’s national ref-
eree Ajay Ghosh supervised the
tournament with the support of
Vijay Rajkumar, referee of the
Kerala State Volleyball Associa-
tion. Kerala state referee Jose
Varghese, former volleyball
player Saji John, Manoj Francis
and Gowtham assisted them in
conducting the tournament
smoothly.

The trophies and cash prizes
were distributed by vice chair-
man Karanjeet Singh, general
secretary Babu Rajendran, sports
secretary Saji Abraham and joint
sports secretary Sanjit Kumar.

Three-day Ardha Race by Royal Camel Corps to kick off today

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Organised by the Royal Camel
Corps (RCC), Ardha Race will
start on Sunday at Al-Felaij in
Wilayat Barka. The three-day
race comes as a part of the An-
nual Festival for Local Camel
Races 2022-23.

RCC also revealed the event
schedule with the names of the
wilayats as distributed over
three days in morning and af-
ternoon sessions everyday.

On Sunday, the wilayats of
Muscat, Seeb, Rustag, Al Mu-
sanna, Al Awabi, Wadi Al
Maawil, Nakhl, Yanqul, Mah-
dah, Al Buraimi, Liwa, Shinas,

Sohar, Ibri and Dhank will take
part in the morning session,
while the wilayat of Al Khabu-
rah will take part in the race in
the afternoon session.

On Monday, the wilayats of
Bidiyah, Sur, Wadi Bani Khalid,
Al-Qabil, Al-Mudhaibi, Dima
wa Al-Tayin, Barka, Jaalan Bani
Bu Hassan, Jaalan Bani Bu Ali,
Al-Kamil wa Al-Wafi, and Ibra
will show up in the morning
session, while the wilayats of
Al-Suwaig, Samail and Bidiyah
will participate in the afternoon
session.

On the last day, the event
will see the participation of the
wilayat of Saham only.

RCC confirmed that partici-

pation is limited to pure Omani
Ardha female camels of
Thanaya and Hayel categories
that were previously registered
at the walies' offices. RCC
added that the participating
camels must complete the race
to the end, and it has excluded
some camels from participat-
ing. Ardha is a race in which
two camels with their riders on
them run side by side for a
short distance without overtak-
ing each other.

It is worth mentioning that
the Sultanate of Oman suc-
ceeded in 2018 in registering
the horse and camel Ardha on
the Unesco Intangible World
Heritage List.
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19 LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22 SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Trying to get into your routine could be pretty challenging right now, A family problem that's been lurking beneath the surface could erupt Some of the people you're dealing with today don't have your same
because your usual high energy seems to be AWOL. You might even today, and even if you're not one of the parties directly involved, you priorities, so you need to double-check their work and make sure
be somewhat emotional with family or colleagues, which could be could still be called on to take care of it. You've most likely got a better they don't have too much authority over group issues. While you T E S T Y O U R
quite startling. If you're fortunate enough to have a door you can understanding than anyone else of the deeper issues at stake, and your want to get things done, they may just want to goof off. Be prepared
close, do so, and cancel any meetings or outings you've got instincts are good now, so even though it's sure to be a pain, you've got to deal with interruptions today. You'll have to take the heat if the
scheduled, if possible. You'll do best now keeping to yourself with a lots to give. Take a familial, easygoing approach and see what good work isn't done, so any extra effort you make is in your own best 01. Who led a campaign from
little peace and quiet. you can do. interests. 1798-1801, taking a force of
500 civilian scientists, special-
ists in fields such as biology,
AN TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20 ‘%,jﬂ VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22 5 CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19 ;’r‘j::'tf;‘;rfy“jut':';fl‘l'ztgjjy:}
’ .@ There might have been some positive changes in your earning ability, / Listening takes you much further than speaking on a day like today. / y All the thinking and pondering you've been doing should give way to ancient Egypt?cards?
“*““” and your wallet could be heaving a sigh of relief right about now. Just A\\ Sure, you're curious about what's really going on, so ask a few open- making some serious, objective decisions. Your next big career A. Inigo Jones
make sure that you stay ahead of the curve! Now is not the time to ended, neutral questions so you can learn more. If you get into an move might suddenly become perfectly clear. If so, jump on it right B. William Flinders Petrie
spend all your money just because you have some to spend. Stick to argument now, your dark side may break out, and that means you'll away. You could also get the ball rolling on something you've been C. Heinrich Schliemann
your budget and let the savings accrue. end up saying things you don't mean. pining for lately, like a fun outing with friends or a date with a special D. Napoléon Bonaparte
And then, in a little while, you'll have a nice big chunk to spend on While you might not agree with the different views you're hearing, someone. It's all up to you today, and your future is definitely in your 02. The Peripatetic School
something worthwhile. you do need to hear them. hands. founded by Aristotle was
called this for what reason?
A. Their discussions covered a
GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21 LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22 AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18 wide range of thought and
You're feeling good this morning, which bodes well for the entire day. Your energy is lower today, and you might find it difficult to Get ready for today's big moment of realization. You've been in kind knowledge
Add a bit more flirtation and flattery to a few serious conversations and communicate with people who don't already know you inside and of a haze lately, but today you may suddenly be called upon to Eia—ge]et{) ttreaavceriled from place to
watch what happens. There will be a lot of fun-loving people who want out. In conversations with newer acquaintances, you might start to discuss your ambitions or make some romantic advances. The C. The members met in a walk-
to talk to you today. They like your style so much that they want to be feel like you're waist deep in mud, immobile and incapable of any feeling of vulnerability (and maybe even internal pressure) might way
in your social circle. This might cause a few growing pains, but any forward movement. But if you adjust your expectations and try to not be completely pleasant, but it's definitely motivating you! D. Walking long distances was
stretching to accommodate new people will be worth the energy that be okay with little or no progress today, you'll still be able to enjoy Whether you step up and make things work or back away and move promoted as an aid to healthy
they bring to your life. all your interactions. Just don't expect too much. on is hard for you to say. You're unpredictable today. thought
03. Which series, originally re-
leased in 2003 on Disney
CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 v v SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 Channel, was the first in the
There are some obstacles to overcome before you can get closer to Q}ég’; Despite the fact that you always try to seek equality, you know that :‘@‘: You're weirdly drawn to something that is a big mystery right now, networ'k's history to produce
someone you've had your eye on for a while, but those walls are going :::E;«"::’ the world can be an unfair place. If someone you care about gets the = which could be a new activity, idea, or even person. Before you get 100 episodes?
to start tumbling down soon. This means that it's a great time to L3 short end of the stick today, you should focus more on consoling them too deeply involved with this unknown, make sure you do your A. That's So Raven
make your big move and dive into something new! There is a social than on getting righteously indignant about their situation. You'll be a homework and learn as much as possible about it or them. E zzl I\;\)/fetirde Future
net there to catch you when you take that leap, so don't worry. The better friend for helping them get over the slight than getting them all Knowledge is power, and a bit of research should reveal something D. Phineas and Ferb
last thing on your mind should be doubt. It's time to make a stronger riled up about it. Everything can't be completely equitable all the time, you'll be glad you know.
connection. and they need to accept that. Be smart and then follow your instincts. V '€ D¢ d’L:siomsuy
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Three killed in twin school shootings in Brazil

A 16-year-old shooter wearing Nazi symbols opened fire on two schools in southeastern Brazil

Brasilia, Brazil - At least three
people including an adolescent
girl were killed and 11 others
wounded on Friday when a 16-
year-old shooter wearing Nazi
symbols opened fire on two
schools in southeastern Brazil,
officials said.

Authorities in the city of
Aracruz, in Espirito Santo state,
said the shooter fired on a group
of teachers at his former school,
killing two people and leaving
nine others wounded.

He then left that school - a
public primary and secondary
school - and went to a nearby
private school where he killed an
adolescent girl and wounded two
other people, officials said.

Authorities have arrested the
shooter, said Governor Renato
Casagrande, who declared three
days of mourning in the state.

“"He was a student at (the
first) school until June, a 16-year-
old minor. His family then trans-
ferred him to another school. We
have information he was under-
going psychiatric treatment,”
Casagrande told a news confer-
ence. He said some of the sur-

vivors' lives remained at risk
from their wounds.

“"We are rooting and praying
for them to recover,” he said.

Security camera footage aired
on Brazilian media showed the
shooter running into the school
dressed in military-style camou-
flage and brandishing a gun. He
then sprinted through the hall-
ways, sending staff fleeing in ter-
ror as he began firing shots.

Investigators said he had a
swastika on his fatigues and that
they were looking into whether
he had links to any extremist or-
ganisations. Officials said the
shooter, a policeman'’s son, used
two handguns in the attack, both
registered to his father - one his
service firearm, the other a pri-
vately registered weapon.

Casagrande said the boy ap-
peared to have planned the at-
tack carefully, breaking in
through a locked door and skirt-
ing the school'’s security guard.

He then entered the teachers’
lounge - the first room he came
to - and opened fire, the governor
said.

"He was looking to shoot peo-

Relatives of pupils comfort each other at the entrance of the Primo Bitti state school, one of two schools where a

shooting took place, in Aracruz, Espirito Santo State, Brazil, on Friday (AFp)

ple. He opened fire on the first
people he came across,” he said.
Civil police commissioner
Joao Francisco Filho told re-
porters it appeared the suspect
had been planning the attack for
‘two years’, and that he did not
seem to have a 'definite target.’

Investigators could be seen
carrying victims' bodies in coffins
and loading them into police
trucks outside the school, which
was cordoned off with crime
scene tape, an AFP photographer
said.

The city has a population of

around 100,000 people.

‘Absurd tragedy’
School shootings are relatively
rare in Brazil, but have been in-
creasing in recent years.

Brazil's deadliest school
shooting left 12 children dead in

201, when a man opened fire at
his former elementary school in
the Rio de Janeiro suburb of
Realengo, then killed himself.

In 2019, two former students
shot dead eight people at a high
school in Suzano, outside Sao
Paulo, then also took their own
lives. Brazilian president-elect
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva called

RENATO CASAGRANDE

the latest shootings an ‘absurd
tragedy'.

“| was saddened to learn of
the attacks,” he wrote on Twitter.

"All my solidarity to the vic-
tims' families... and my support
to Governor Casagrande for the
investigation and assistance to

the two school communities.”

Lula, who was previously
Brazil's president from 2003 to
2010, will take office on January
1 after defeating far-right Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro in elections
last month.

He has been sharply critical of
Bolsonaro's dramatic relaxation
of gun-control laws.

Since ex-army captain Bol-
sonaro became president in
2019, the number of registered
gun owners in Brazil has more
than quintupled, from 117,000 to
673,000, boosted by a series of
presidential decrees relaxing reg-
ulations on firearms and ammu-
nition. Public security expert
Bruno Langeani of research insti-
tute Sou da Paz told AFP the out-
going administration’s policies
had made such attacks more
likely.

“The increase in availability of
firearms in recent years pro-
moted by the Bolsonaro govern-
ment facilitates this kind of
episode,” he said.

The latest attacks spurred
calls for gun policy reform.

AFP

China’'s President Xi Jinping (AFP)

Xi tells Kim China
willing to work with
North Korea for
‘world peace’: KCNA

Seoul, South Korea - Chinese
President Xi Jinping told North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un that
Beijing was willing to work with
Pyongyang for world peace,
North Korean state media said
Saturday.

The message from Xi came
days after North Korea fired an
intercontinental ballistic missile
in one of its most powerful tests
yet, declaring it would meet per-
ceived US nuclear threats with
nukes of its own.

North Korea has conducted a
record-breaking blitz of missile
launches in recent weeks and
fears have grown that it is build-
ing up to a seventh nuclear test,
its first since 2017.

In his message to Kim, Xi said
Beijing was ready to work with
the North for ‘peace, stability, de-
velopment and prosperity of the
region and the world,’ Py-
ongyang's official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA) reported.

Xi said he was willing to col-
laborate with Pyongyang as
‘changes in the world, times, and
history are taking place in un-
precedented ways,” KCNA said,
quoting from the message it said
was received in response to con-
gratulations from Kim after the
Chinese Communist Party Con-
gress last month handed Xi a
third term.

Days before North Korea's
ICBM launch, Xi met on the side-
lines of a Group of 20 summit in
Bali with US President Joe Biden,
who voiced confidence that Bei-
jing does not want to see a fur-
ther escalation by Pyongyang.

Washington has said it wants
China, Pyongyang's most impor-
tant ally and economic benefac-
tor, to use its influence to help

rein in North Korea.

The November 18 missile
launch appeared to be Py-
ongyang's newest ICBM with the
potential range to hit the US
mainland.

The UN Security Council con-
vened an open meeting over the
launch, with the United States,
Britain, France and India among
14 nations to 'strongly condemn’

Pyongyang's actions.

But a Western diplomat told
AFP that China and Russia had
chosen not to put their names to
Monday's statement.

Earlier this month, the United
States accused Beijing and
Moscow of protecting Py-
ongyang from further punish-
ment. In May, China and Russia
vetoed a US-led effort to tighten
sanctions on North Korea in re-
sponse to earlier launches.

Pyongyang is already under
multiple sets of international
sanctions over its nuclear and
ballistic missile programmes,
and China accounts for more
than 90 per cent of the impover-
ished country's bilateral trade.
AFP

South Korean capital launches
self-driving bus experiment

Seoul, South Korea - South
Korea's capital launched its first
self-driving bus route on Friday,
part of an experiment that engi-
neers said aims to make people
feel more comfortable with dri-
verless vehicles on the roads.

The new vehicle does not look
like a regular bus and has
rounded edges as well as large
windows that make it appear
more like a toy than a technolog-
ical breakthrough.

This design is intentional, said
Jeong Seong-gyun, head of au-
tonomous driving at 42 Dot, the
start-up responsible for the self-
driving technology that is now
owned by auto giant Hyundai.

“This is the future,” he told
AFP, adding that the bus re-
quired ‘a considerable new type
of design'.

The bus looks a bit ‘like Lego'’
and is made of composite parts
to help keep costs down and

The bus with a blue coloured logo, which indicates that autonomous

driving is taking place, approaches a stop (AFP)

make it easy to replicate, he said.

It uses cameras and radar to
navigate the way instead of ex-
pensive sensors, Seong-gyun
added.

The company's goal was to
make the technology low-cost,
safe and easily transferable to
many types of vehicles in the fu-
ture, for example, delivery trucks.

For now - with a safety driver
monitoring closely - the bus will
drive itself around a small
3.4km (2.1-mile) circuit in
downtown Seoul that takes
around 20 minutes.

The public can board at two
designated stops after booking a
free seat through an app.

AFP

NASA Orion spacecraft
enters lunar orbit: Officials

Washington, US - NASA's
Orion spacecraft was placed
in lunar orbit on Friday, offi-
cials said, as the much-de-
layed Moon mission
proceeded successfully.

A little over a week after
the spacecraft blasted off from
Florida bound for the Moon,
flight controllers ‘successfully
performed a burn to insert
Orion into a distant retrograde
orbit’, the US space agency
said on its web site.

The spacecraft is to take
astronauts to the Moon in the
coming years - the first to set
foot on its surface since the
last Apollo mission in 1972.

This first test flight, without
a crew on board, aims to en-
sure that the vehicle is safe.

“The orbit is distant in that
Orion will fly about 40,000
miles above the Moon,” NASA
said.

While in lunar orbit, flight
controllers will monitor key
systems and perform check-
outs while in the environment
of deep space, the agency
said.

It will take Orion about a
week to complete half an
orbit around the Moon. It will
then exit the orbit for the re-
turn journey home, according
to NASA.

On Saturday, the ship is ex-
pected to go up to 40,000
miles beyond the Moon, a
record for a habitable cap-
sule. The current record is held
by the Apollo 13 spacecraft at
248,655 miles (400,171km)
from Earth.

It will then begin the jour-
ney back to Earth, with a land-
ing in the Pacific Ocean
scheduled for December 11,
after just over 25 days of flight.
AFP

Chinese-Canadian ex-pop star Kris Wu jailed for rape

Beijing, China - Chinese-Cana-
dian ex-pop star Kris Wu has
been jailed for 13 years after
being found guilty of rape, a Chi-
nese court said on Friday.

Wou originally shot to fame as
a member of the K-pop boyband
EXO, before leaving in 2014 to
launch a successful solo career
as a singer, actor, model and va-
riety show judge.

Nineteen-year-old student Du
Meizhu last year accused Wu of
date-raping her when she was 17,
resulting in a barrage of public
criticism and luxury brands drop-
ping deals with him.

Wu was sentenced to ‘11
years and six months of impris-
onment for rape’, the court in
Beijing's Chaoyang district said
on Friday, adding he ‘was
also sentenced to imprisonment
of one year and 10 months for
the crime of gathering people to
commit adultery’.

“It was found that the defen-
dant Wu Yifan (Kris Wu) had
forced sexual relations with three
women at his residence from
November to December 2020
when they were drunk and did
not know or were not able to re-
sist,” the court said.

Wu will serve a 13-year term
before being deported, it added.

He was also fined 600mn
yuan (US$84mn) for tax eva-

Chinese-Canadian ex-pop star Kris Wu, also known as Wu Yifan in

Chinese, attending an event in Beijing on October 25, 2018 (AFpP)

sion, the state news agency
Xinhua reported, citing Beijing's
tax authorities.

Wau ‘used a fake business to
convert the nature of his income
and falsely declare it, and evaded
95mn yuan of tax by concealing
personal income through multi-
ple domestic and overseas affili-
ated  companies’,  Xinhua
reported.

He also ‘underpaid 84mn
yuan of taxes’, the news agency
added.

Canada'’s foreign ministry said

it was ‘aware that a decision was
rendered'’ in the case, adding that
consular officials had been pres-
ent for the verdict announce-
ment and were ‘providing
consular assistance to Mr Wu
and his family’.

A spokesperson declined to
provide further information ‘due
to privacy considerations'.

Wu was previously one of
China's most bankable stars, but
brands including Louis Vuitton,
Bulgari, L'Oreal Men and Porsche
suspended their partnerships

with him over the case.

And more victims spoke out
online in the wake of the initial
claims, accusing Wu's staff of
predatory behaviour including
inviting them to boozy karaoke
parties.

The hashtags ‘girls help girls’,
‘girls helping girls" and 'girls help
girls time’ - where women ex-
pressed solidarity with Du - were
censored from Chinese social
media in the wake of the scandal.

The Weibo trending hashtag
‘the law is the lowest standard of
morals’ also racked up 830mn
views, as users complained
about the high legal threshold re-
quired for victims to prove sexual
assault in court.

MeToo fallout

The saga around Wu evoked
China's embattled #MeToo
movement, which saw a wave of
women come forward in 2018
voicing experiences of sexual ha-
rassment - sometimes involving
powerful public figures.

Beijing moved decisively to
suppress the feminist move-
ment, arresting dozens of stu-
dent activists in a show of its
zero-tolerance approach to
those deemed potential threats
to its control.

A landmark case brought by
screenwriter Zhou Xiaoxuan

against high-profile TV presenter
Zhu Jun was dismissed last year,
with a Beijing court also throwing
out an appeal this August.

And while tennis star Peng
Shuai's allegations of sexual as-
sault against a senior Commu-
nist Party politician sparked an
international outcry last year, her
claims were swiftly censored
within China.

Peng later denied making the
accusation.

Celebrity crackdown
WaU's case was at the centre of a
sweeping government crack-
down on celebrity culture that
took hold last summer.

Around the same time as his
arrest, top actress Zheng Shuang
was hit with a US$46mn tax eva-
sion fine while references to film
star Zhao Wei were wiped from
video streaming sites.

Authorities said they were
targeting unhealthy values and
‘abnormal aesthetics’, ordering
broadcasters to cut reality tal-
ent shows and stop giving air-
time to ‘sissy’ men and ‘vulgar
influencers'. Critics have argued
that the moves also aimed to en-
hance the Communist Party’s
ideological control and curb ex-
ternal influences that could pose
athreat to its rule.

AFP
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Shraddha murder case: Court
sends Aaftab to judicial custody

New Delhi, India - Delhi's Saket
Court has sent Aaftab Amin
Poonawalla, accused in the
Shraddha Walkar murder case,
to judicial custody for 13 days.

Delhi Police is probing the
Shraddha Walkar murder case
in which she was strangulated
to death by her live-in partner
Aaftab who then allegedly
chopped her body into 35 pieces
before dumping it in the
Chhatarpur area of the national
capital. “Police have initiated the
legal process for the production
of Aaftab for further proceed-
ings in the Polygraph Test,” said
Sagar Preet Hooda, Special
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order), Zone Il.

Meanwhile, a narco test on
Aaftab is likely to be conducted
on November 28, sources said
on Saturday.

Earlier on Friday, the Delhi
Police confirmed that the poly-
graph test of Aaftab could not
be conducted.

Aftab Poonawalla being taken back from Forensic Science Laboratory

where he was brought for a polygraph test, in New Delhi on Thursday (AND

Hooda said: “Polygraph test
of the accused Aaftab Amin in
Mehrauli police station case FIR
No 659/22 under section
365/302/201 IPC could not be
held today.”

Delhi Police has taken DNA
samples of Shraddha’s father
Vikas Walkar on November 16,
so that the dumped body parts

and blood sample can be
matched. Delhi Police has also
confirmed that during the
course of the investigation,
blood stains were found in the
kitchen of accused Aftab Amin
Poonawalla's flat in Delhi's
Chhatarpur. The blood samples
were sent for examination to as-
certain whose blood it was.

The Delhi Police had earlier
informed that the DNA test re-
port of the victim's body has not
been received by the police.
“"DNA test report (of victim's
body parts) has not been re-
ceived by the police”, said
Hooda.

Delhi Police claimed to solve
the six-month-old blind murder
case and arrested Aaftab Amin
Poonawalla on the basis of
Shraddha’s father's complaint.
Delhi Police received a com-
plaint from Shraddha’s father
and registered an FIR on No-
vember 10.

Aftab and Shraddha metona
dating site and later moved in
together at a rented accommo-
dation in Chhatarpur.

Delhi Police interrogation re-
vealed that Aftab killed Shrad-
dha on May 18 and later started
planning for disposing of her
body. He told police that he had
read about human anatomy so
that it could help him in chop-

ping off the body. Police said
that Aftab, after searching in
shopping mode Google, cleaned
blood stains from the floor with
some chemicals and disposed of
stained clothes.

The Southern District Police
of Delhi had on November 17
contacted their Eastern counter-
parts in a bid to match the DNA
sample of chopped body parts
including a human head which
the latter had recovered earlier
in June.

According to the sources, the
East Delhi Police had found a
chopped head and hand in the
Trilokpuri area of Pandav Nagar
police station of the national
capital in June this year, which
was nearly a month after Shrad-
dha was murdered (on May 18).

Later, the body parts found in
East Delhi were sent for a DNA
test, and the forensic report is
awaited, as per the Delhi Police
statement.

ANI

Police personnel with a dog squad check a bag of a passenger during a

search operation at CSMT in Mumbai on Friday (aND

‘Will bring Mumbai
attack perpetrators to
justice’: Jaishankar

New Delhi, India - India is work-
ing with several countries
whose citizens had lost their
lives in the 2008 Mumbai Ter-
ror Attack, said External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, adding
that it will make sure that real
perpetrators do not escape.
“It's an occasion where entire
country remembers it. | want to
underline how strongly we feel
about it and determined we are
to complete the process of jus-
tice,” Jaishankar told ANI on
Saturday. “Today is the anniver-

sary of the 26/11 terror attack in
Mumbai. Even after so many
years, the people who planned
and oversaw it have not been
punished. They have not been
brought to justice. This is some-
thing which we give utmost im-
portance to,” the External
Affairs Minister added. In 2008,
10 Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists
(LeT) carried out 12 coordinated
shooting and bombing attacks
killing at least 166 people and
leaving 300 wounded.

ANI

BJP releases manifesto for Gujarat polls, promises to implement UCC

Gandhinagar, India - The
Bharatiya Janata Party on Sat-
urday released the party's
manifesto for the upcoming
Gujarat Assembly polls, which
are slated to be held in two
phases on December 1and De-
cember 5.

The party manifesto, re-
leased by Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel, BJP national
president JP Nadda, and state
party president CR Paatil, has
made at least 40 promises in-
cluding the complete imple-
mentation of the Gujarat
Uniform Civil Code Commit-
tee's recommendations. “We
will ensure the complete imple-
mentation of the Gujarat Uni-
form Civil Code Committee's
recommendation and create
more than one lakh government
jobs for women in the next five
years,” Nadda said on the re-
lease of the manifesto further

promising that if it will come to
the power again, the party will
create an Anti-Radicalisation
Cell to identify and eliminate po-
tential threats and sleeper cells
of the terrorist organisations
and anti-India forces.

The BJP, which has been in
power in the state for more than
two decades, promised free-of-
cost, and quality education to all
the female students here from
Kindergarten to Post Gradua-
tion and added that it will pro-
vide free two-wheelers to the
meritorious college-going fe-
male students. It further added
free bus travel to women senior
citizens and promised to pro-
vide one lakh government jobs
to the women for the next five
years. For the tribals in the state,
the BJP in its manifesto also
promised to enable mobile de-
livery of ration across all the 56
Tribal Sub Plan Talukas in the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national president JP Nadda, with Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel and

party state chief CR Paatil, releases the 'Sankalp Patra’ (manifesto) in Gandhinagar on Saturday (aND

state and ensured Rs 1 lakh
crore under the Vanbandhu
Kalyan Yojana 2.0 for the all-
round socio-economic develop-
ment of tribals.

Adding further, it read that
the Birsa Munda Adi Jati Sam-
riddhi Corridor between Ambaji
and Umergram will spur growth
by connecting every tribal dis-

trict's headquarters with a 4-6
lane state highway, and by con-
structing a tribal cultural circuit
will connect Pal Dadhvaav and
the Statue of Unity to Shabari

Dham. The BJP also promised to
provide advanced healthcare fa-
cilities in tribal areas by setting
up eight medical colleges, and
ten nursing/para-medical col-
leges. As many as eight Gujarat
Industrial Development Corpo-
rations (GIDC) in the tribal belt
will generate employment op-
portunities for tribal youth, it
added.

25 Birsa Munda Gyan Shakti
Residential Schools will also
provide the best residential
schooling facilities to 75,000
meritorious students from the
tribal community.

On the health front, BJP
promised to double the cap
under Ayushman Bharat from
Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh per family
and ensure free-of-cost medical
treatment. Mukhyamantri Free
Diagnostic Scheme with a cor-
pus of Rs 110 crore will also be
ensured to provide free-of-cost

diagnostic services for EWS
households.

It further added to provide Rs
10,000 crore in Maharaja Shri
Bhagvatsinhji Swasthya Kosht
and mentioned that three Civil
Medicities, and two AIIMS-
grade institutions will also be
structured here. The manifesto
then promised to upgrade the
infrastructure at Hospitals,
Community Health Centres
(CHCs), and Primary Health-
care Centres (PHCs).

BJP has also promised to pro-
vide Rs 10,000 crore under Gu-
jarat Krishi Infrastructure Kosh
to develop Khedut Mandis,
modern Agricultural Produce
Market Committees (APMC),
sorting and grading units, cold
chains, warehouses, primary
processing centres, and will also
expand irrigation network
through various projects.

ANI

Peru's president names
fifth PM in 16 months

Lima, Peru - Peruvian Presi-
dent Pedro Castillo on Friday
appointed the culture minister
as the country's prime minis-
ter after her predecessor re-
signed over a row with
parliament.

Betssy Chavez, a 33-year-
old lawyer who also did a stint
as labour minister, was sworn
in as the fifth prime minister
since the beleaguered Castillo
took office 16 months ago.

The pair reshuffled the cab-
inet after former premier Ani-
bal Torres quit on Thursday
amid an ongoing clash be-
tween the leftist Castillo and
the conservative-controlled
parliament. Castillo, in power
since July 2021, has already
faced two impeachment at-
tempts in parliament and is
under investigation in six cor-
ruption cases, including accu-
sations against his family and
political entourage. “For the
respect to the rule of law and
the restitution of the balance
and separation of powers, | do
swear”, said Chavez when she
took her oath before Castillo,
an allusion to the confronta-
tion between the president
and parliament.

Chavez herself is facing a
preliminary investigation by

Peru’s prosecutor’s office into
allegations of misuse of power
and hiring close associates for
public positions. She must re-
quest a parliamentary vote of
confidence within 30 days be-
fore formally taking office.

The new cabinet includes
12 ministers whose portfolios
have been confirmed, with
Cesar Landa taking over for-
eign affairs, the interior min-
istry going to Willy Huerta,
Daniel Barragan taking de-
fense and Kurt Burneo han-
dling the economy.

All but Burneo were sworn
in at a Friday night ceremony
at the Government Palace in
Lima. The new minister of
economy and finance took
part via videoconference as he
is isolating after testing posi-
tive for COVID-19.

Earlier this month, thou-
sands marched in the capital
to demand the removal of for-
mer rural school teacher
Castillo, who unexpectedly
took power from Peru's tradi-
tional political elite.

Castillo has denounced the
charges against him as politi-
cally motivated and enjoys im-
munity until the end of his
termin July 2026.

AFP

EU endorses new migrant plan after France-Italy spat

Brussels, Belgium - European in-
terior ministers welcomed on Fri-
day an EU plan to better
coordinate the handling of mi-
grant arrivals, after a furious row
over a refugee rescue boat
erupted between Italy and
France.

France has accused ltaly of
failing to respect the law of the
sea by turning away the NGO
vessel earlier this month, trigger-
ing crisis talks in Brussels to head
off a new EU dispute over the po-
litically fraught issue.

All sides described the meet-
ing as productive, although
Czech interior minister Vit Raku-
san, whose country holds the EU
presidency, later said all partici-
pants had agreed that ‘'more can
and must be done' to find a last-
ing solution.

The ministers will gather
again at a pre-planned Decem-
ber 8 meeting to pursue the ‘dif-
ficult discussion’, he said.

European Commission vice-
president Margaritis Schinas, the
commissioner charged with ‘pro-
moting our European way of life’,
said Europe could no longer set-
tle for just another ad hoc solu-
tion. “We cannot continue
working event-by-event, ship-
by-ship, incident-by-incident,
route-by-route,” he said, recall-
ing that previous crises had been
seized upon by ‘populistic and
europhobe forces'.

Italy’s Interior Minister Matteo Piantedosi (right) talks with European Commission vice-president Margaritis

Schinas (left) during the Extraordinary Home Affairs Council meeting in Brussels on Friday (AFp)

Numbers of asylum seekers
are still far lower than the levels
of 2015 and 2016, but the dispute
has already undermined a stop-
gap pact to redistribute arrivals
more evenly around the 27-na-
tion bloc.

No more

‘ad hoc’ plans

Brussels has been struggling for
years to agree and implement a
new policy for sharing responsi-
bility for migrants and asylum
seekers but the ugly row has
brought the issue to the fore.

Earlier this month, Italy's new
government under far-right
leader Georgia Meloni refused to
allow a Norwegian-flagged NGO
ship to dock with 234 migrants
rescued from the Mediterranean.

The Ocean Viking eventually
continued on to France, where
authorities reacted with fury to
Rome’'s stance, suspending an
earlier deal to take in 3,500 asy-
lum seekers stranded in Italy.

The row undermined the EU's
interim solution and led to Paris
calling Friday's extraordinary
meeting of interior ministers

from the 27 member states.
“The Ocean Viking crisis was
a bit of improvisation,” Schinas
admitted, defending the new
plan from his commission to bet-
ter coordinate rescues and mi-
grant and refugee arrivals. “We
have twenty specific actions, we
have an important political
agreement, everyone is commit-
ted to working so as not to repro-
duce this kind of situation.”
French Interior Minister Ger-
ald Darmanin said there was no
reason for France to accept mi-
grants relocated from ltaly if

Rome ‘does not take the boats,
does not accept the law of the
sea'.

Darmanin’s ltalian opposite
number Matteo Piantedosi
played down the Ocean Viking
incident, saying the meeting was
‘not dealing with individual cases
or operational management'.

He said he had shaken hands
with the French minister and that
there was a ‘convergence of po-
sitions’ allowing the ministers to
resume discussion at the De-
cember 8 meeting.

Belgian counterpart Nicole De
Moor called for ‘solidarity’, say-
ing that Belgium was taking in
more than its fair share of mi-
grants leaving its reception facil-
ities overwhelmed.

The previous plan was drawn
up after Mediterranean coun-
tries closer to North African
shores, like Italy and Greece,
complained that they were
shouldering too much responsi-
bility for migrants.

A dozen EU members agreed
to take in 8,000 asylum seekers
- with France and Germany ac-
cepting 3,500 each - but so far
just 117 relocations have actually
happened.

On Monday, the European Com-
mission unveiled a new action
plan to better regulate arrivals on
the central Mediterranean sea
route.

AFP
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Turkey-backed Syrian fighters man positions on the outskirts of the town

of Kuljibrin, in the country's northern Aleppo governorate, on Friday (AFp)

‘Rockets target
US Syria base in
latest strike’

Beirut, Lebanon - Two rockets
targeted a US patrol base in
northeastern Syria late on Friday,
the third such attack in nine days,
US Central Command said.

Centcom did not indicate who
fired the rockets but said, in a
statement, that they aimed at
‘coalition forces at the US patrol
base in Al-Shaddadi, Syria'.

The strike at about 10:30pm
(1930 GMT) caused no injuries or
damage to the base or coalition
property, said Centcom, which
covers the Middle East region.
The US troops support Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), which
are the Kurds' de facto army in
the area and led the battle that
dislodged the Islamic State group
(IS) from the last scraps of their
Syrian territory in 2019.

Hundreds of American troops
are still in Syria as part of the fight
against IS remnants. “Syrian
Democratic Forces visited the
rocket origin site and found a
third unfired rocket,” Centcom
added in its latest statement.

On November 17 rockets tar-
geted the coalition's Green Vil-
lage base which is in Syria's
largest oil field, Al-Omar, near the

Iragi border, Centcom said at the
time. There were no injuries. A
war monitor, the British-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights which has a wide network
of sources in Syria, said that strike
came from ‘a base of pro-Iranian
militias’. Such groups have signif-
icant influence in the Syria-Irag
border region.

In another attack, a Turkish
drone strike on Tuesday killed
two SDF fighters and posed ‘a risk
to US troops’, Centcom told AFP
earlier. That strike hit a base
north of Hassakeh city, also in
Syria's northeast but farther
north.

On November 20 Turkey an-
nounced it had carried out a se-
ries of air and drone strikes in Iraq
and Syria, a week after a bomb
attack in Istanbul that killed six
people and wounded 81.

Turkey says it is targeting rear
bases of the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), designated as a ter-
rorist group by the European
Union and the United States, and
the Syrian Kurdish People’s Pro-
tection Units (YPG), which dom-
inate the SDF.

AFP

‘We cannot be broken': Zelensky
vows on Holodomor anniversary

Ukraine - President
Volodymyr Zelensky vowed on
Saturday that Ukraine would
continue to resist Russian at-
tacks, as the country marked the
90th  anniversary of the
Holodomor famine that affected
millions of Ukrainians under So-
viet leader Joseph Stalin.

Several European leaders
travelled to Ukraine to pledge
support after weeks of Russian
strikes on Ukraine's energy grid
caused widespread power and
water cuts as temperatures
plunge with the onset of winter.

“Ukrainians went through
very terrible things... Once they
wanted to destroy us with
hunger, now - with darkness and
cold,” Zelensky said in a video
posted on social media.

“We cannot be broken,” he
added.

Leaders from Belgium, Lithua-
nia and Poland were in Kyiv on
Saturday to commemorate the
victims  of the 1932-33
Holodomor - Ukrainian for ‘death
by starvation’ - which is regarded
by Kyiv as a deliberate act of
genocide by Stalin's regime.

The Polish and Lithuanian
prime ministers were in Ukraine
for talks that, according to local
media, could in particular focus
on a possible new wave of
migration from Ukraine this
winter.

Ukraine's Border Guard Serv-
ice said Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki was in Kyiv
and 'honoured the memory of
the Holodomor victims' at a me-
morial in the Ukrainian capital.
Belgium's ~ Prime  Minister
Alexander De Croo was also in
Kyiv on his first visit since Russia
invaded. “Arrived in Kyiv. After

Kyiv,

Belgium PM Alexander De Croo (second from left) speaks with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky (second from right) in Kyiv, on Saturday (AFP)

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

the heavy bombing of recent
days, we stand with the people of
Ukraine. More than ever before,”
he said on Twitter, posting pho-
tos of him shaking hands with
Zelensky.

According to the Belga news
agency, Belgium pledged a fur-
ther €37.4mn (US$39mn) of fi-
nancial aid for Ukraine.

‘History
repeating itself’
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
and French President Emmanuel
Macron announced in video
statements new financial aid
packages to support Ukrainian
grain exports, which have been
disrupted by the war.

“The most vulnerable coun-

tries must not pay the price of a
war they did not want,” Macron
said in his statement. Lawmak-
ers from Germany are set to
recognise the Holodomor
as 'genocide’, according to a
draft text of a joint resolution
from Germany'’s ruling coalition
and the opposition seen
by AFP.

The German resolution says
that up to 3.5mn people are be-
lieved to have died that winter
alone but historians put the total
death toll as high as 10mn.

At the tall candle-shaped
Holodomor memorial centre in
central Kyiv, a dozen Orthodox
priests in black and silver robes

gathered on Saturday for a reli-
gious ceremony for the victims
of the famine. “It was an artificial
genocidal famine... Now when
we experience this massive
unprovoked war of Russia
against Ukraine, we see history
repeating itself,” priest Olek-
sandr Shmurygin, 38, told
AFP.

The Holodomor has long
been a source of hostility be-
tween Russia and Ukraine.

Russian contests the geno-
cide designation, placing the
events in the broader context of
famines that devastated regions
of Central Asia and Russia.

AFP

‘Iran rapper arrested over
protests risks death penalty’

Paris, France - The family of an
Iranian rapper detained for
supporting protests over
Mahsa Amini's death said his
life was at risk after he went
on trial behind closed doors on
Saturday.

Iran has intensified a crack-
down on the protests sparked
by the September 16 death of
Amini after her arrest in
Tehran for allegedly breaching
the country's strict dress code
for women.

Toomaj Salehi, well known
on Iran's rap scene, was ar-
rested late last month after
denouncing the regime and
showing support for the
protests, human rights groups
said.

“Dissident rapper Toomaj
Salehi had the first day of his
so-called ‘trial’ today in Tehran
without a lawyer of his
choice,” the New York-based
Center for Human Rights in
Iran said on Twitter.

His family tweeted that his
‘life is at serious risk right now’
as he faced charges of ‘enmity

against God' and ‘corruption
on earth’ - sharia-related
charges that are capital crimes
in the Islamic republic.

Salehi had disappeared at
the end of October before ap-
pearing in a video published
on November 2 by Iran's
state-run media.

The video claimed to show
the first images of Salehi after
his arrest.

It depicted a tattooed man
in a sleeveless black T-shirt
sitting on the ground, wearing
a blindfold and looking blood-
ied and bruised.

The man says: “l am
Toomaj Salehi. | said | made a
mistake. | said.. that you
should run. | didn't mean you.”

Activists condemned the
recording as a forced confes-
sion extracted under duress.

Salehiis one of a number of
prominent figures to be ar-
rested in a mass crackdown
that has seen dozens of jour-
nalists, lawyers, civil society
and cultural figures arrested.
AFP
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AFFORDABLE ART FAIR '22

Oman’s Affordable Art Fair ‘22 will be held at Jungle Al Bahja Hall,
in Qurm, between December 1 and 2, exhibiting a wide variety of
paintings, sculptures, and ceramics by artists in Oman

Hubert Vaz

wning unique artworks

created by talented

and established artists

and sculptors in Oman

is no more a far cry if
you choose to visit the annual
Affordable Art Fair '22. Showcasing
the works of local and international
artists in Oman, this annual event
gives the common man an opportu-
nity to get acquainted as well as ful-
fill his/her dream of buying art for
asong.

Disclosing this, Radhika Hamlai, a
senior artist and the brains behind
the event, said, “This art fair is one
of a kind, exhibiting state-of-art
pieces, displaying an amazing col-
lection of paintings, sculptures, ce-
ramics, and everything under the
roof. The unique part of this fair is
that you can literally own art pieces
from celebrated artists at an afford-
able price. You can expect a colour-
ful vibrant display of creative minds
from all ages and cultures. A place
where you can immerse yourself
into the intellectual, cultural, and en-
riching world of art.”

Radhika has been curating this
fair successfully over the past six
years, and while it gives people from
Oman to own art at affordable
prices, it also provides artists in
Oman a suitable platform to find
buyers from around the world in
Oman for their work.

Being a renowned artist herself,
Radhika felt the need to present the
art community in Oman to the pop-
ulace in the most innovative manner.
What started as a dream to create
awareness, has turned into a place
where families can come and im-
merse themselves into the world of

creativity. It is a socially inclusive
event wherein visitors can interact
with the participant artists face-to-
face and be able to understand the
meaning and purpose of their art.
About curating the annual event,
Radhika said, “It's a place of small
payback to the Art community.” Art
works by 45 prominent artists, local
and international will be featured in
the fair, all of whom have been han-
dpicked by an Art Fair committee.
The participating institutions and
artists include ABA International
School, Alia Abdullah al Shueili, An-
jali Babu, Cure8 Art, Debjani Bhard-
waj, Elizabeth Davis, Fatma Jaffer al
Lawati, Haneen al Moosawi, Harini
Kumar, Ibti al Said, Iman al Maskari,
Julia Jean Davies, Kawthar al Harthi,
Khadija al Mamari, Kostis Grivakis,
Lupie Lup, Mawada al Sawafi, Mo-

hammed Mehdi, Nuha Abdulrahim
al Khusaibi, Pragya Bhatnagar, Pri-
tisha Bhatnagar, Radhika Hamlai,
Rashmi Dauria, Raya Saleh al
Maskari, Hamed Sulaiman al Jabri,
Al Zahraga Hussain al Ajmi, Dr
Shalini  Gupta Kumar, Rayan
Balkhair, Rebeca Nigrinis, Safiya al
Bahlani, Shahrazad al Saie, Shaima al
Alawi, Soni Budhia, Tahira Fida,
Tarini Agarwal, Makan Studios,
Teodora Zrancheva, Mhearts and
Scientific College of Design.

On the sidelines, six workshops
on art and literature for all age
groups will be held. The 90-minute

workshops provide attendees with
an opportunity to get inspired and
watch an art movies, from 6pm on-
wards on both days.

Here's what some of the partici-
pating artists say about the event:

Artworks by
45 prominent
artists, local
and interna-
tional will be
featured in the
fair, all of
whom have
been hand-
picked by an
Art Fair
committee

RADHIKA HAMLAI

Tahira Fida

Affordable Art Fair is something that most
people in Muscat await for buying 'arty
gifts'. My collection to be displayed in this
event is based on Islamic art and the influ-
ence of Islamic architecture and orna-
ments. These ornaments are composed
with Quran verses, references to the
Almighty and some popular Arabic words
such as 'Love'. All the paintings have a
mounting and a wooden frame to give it
luxurious finish.

Rebecca Nigrinis

This is my third year participating in the
Affordable Art Fair and it's been a great ex-
perience that | always look forward to. It's
a platform where art lovers can come to
the show, meet the artists, and buy directly
from them at very good deals. This year, I'll
be bringing original pieces from my recent
collection with more texture and bold
colours. I'll also have some high-quality
prints ready to hang, besides my home
decor collection that includes trays, coast-
ers, decorative boxes, and hand-painted
clay pots. | think Oman is developing its art
scene and art here is still affordable.

Tarini Agarwal

It's truly exciting to be part of Oman Affod-
able Art Fair 2022. Exciting things have
been brewing in my studio. The outcome
is a series that | call ‘Lyrical Landscapes'. It
comprises abstract landscapes with the
form in the shape and design of Arabic cal-
ligraphy - it is beautiful in form and design,
and | find the flow of the alphabets musi-
cal. There will be something for everyone,
the choice is wide. This is the season for
gifting, and you will find something for your
near and dear ones or to add to your col-
lection.

Elizabeth Davis

| think, Affordable Art Fair is a wonderful
platform for both, the artists and the art
buyers. It's a win-win situation for all con-
cerned, including the organisers. The hall
is well lit and the stalls made in a profes-
sional manner. This time, I'm presenting
copies of my sketchbook 'Kiki goes to Cor-
niche' and also some small artwork 'Poetry
in motion' based on Sufi dancers.

Debjani Bhardwaj

It is my third year of participation in
Oman'’s Art Fair. | dedicate this time of the
year to creating small sized, accessible
works of art, unlike rest of the year when |
am engaged in intense art/making for
gallery exhibitions. It also gives me an op-
portunity to engage directly with audi-
ences who might find the environmental
art galleries too formal and intimidating. |
am showcasing my handbuilt pottery, hand
painted with my illustrations, hand
stitched fabric celebrity dolls, intricate pa-
percut art, and silk scarves with my draw-
ings. | enjoy the buzz and vibrant energy of
the fair.

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

tailoring womens Clothes,has
been worked six years in
khasab looking foward to work
in Muscat.Whatap:91301537
Call:78503736

FOR RENT:

Room for rent in darsait with
bathroom and kitchen the
electricity and water is free
the room is with sea view
rent 100 RO/ T.L 99315986

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles
¢ Choose from a wide range

of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec

vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term

& long-term lease

Car Rental & Lease

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

SHAJI AND SUSAN
27th November

Dear Dada and Mama,
Here is a bunch of our
wishes to say ‘love you
always'. God bless you.
Happy anniversary!
Sharon, Sherin & Sherill

LUDIL P

ACCOUNTING,
VAT, TAXATION

Contact:97239696/95355638

Gulf Center Consultancy & Audit
Muscat, Sohar, Salalah, Sur

Kumar@gccaoman.com

FREE CLASSIFIED LISTING

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for individuals in the following
categories: Situations Wanted/ Accommodation Wanted or Available/Sale of Household
Items/ Car for Sale or Wanted/ Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35) Please email your

listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

Office

2 Centrally located with ease of access
to Muscat-Nizwa-Sohar

650 sq mts of office space, centralized
air conditioning ready to use.

Warehouse
0 6000++ pallets space available on Frozen.
monthly/per pallet rental bases.

for more details call: 95616835

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

FOR RENT

a State of the Art warehouse and 1 13 loading/unloading bays, with
office in Misfah

state of the art racking and centrally
air conditioning @21 degree

Cold room and Chiller room

a 600 pallets space available on
monthly/per pallet rental bases.

a 02 loading/unloading bays, with 10
mts high state of racking.

a Temp zone 05 Degree, -25 Degree
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Two talented resin artists in Oman have
put up an interesting joint exhibition
titled 'Inspirations' to showcase and
introduce a new genre of art to artists
and art lovers in Oman

Hubert Vaz

hey let their creativity flow

into new moulds...moulds of

innovative designs, patterns

and pictures, all of which stay
rock solid testimony to their inspiration
and experiments with new forms of
artistic expression.

When Hawraa al Musawi and Kamla
al Rahbi together conceived a joint exhi-
bition 'Inspirations' to showcase their
new found love for resin art, they had
one sole intention in mind - turning the
arc-lights on a new art form in Oman
that's still in its infancy. And through the
exhibits on display at this exhibition,
they present not just their new-pound
skill but also a creative journey wherein
the end is yet undefined.

The exhibition was inaugurated by H

H Sayyida Basma al Said at Hormuz
Grand Muscat on November 20 and will
be on till November 29. It comprises in-
teresting artworks created by both
artists, involving not just creative ex-
pression but also technical skill to main-
tain clarity and precision in each of the
works which need careful handling.

Through this exhibition both artists
call upon budding as well as established
artists in Oman to examine their own
creativity and find new ways of expres-
sion, of which resin art is a fast picking
up genre. Resin art, they say, has endless
possibilities that allow one to take art out
of walls and present it in various aspects
of modern lifestyles. It can be created on
wall and table décor as well as in articles
like wall clocks, mirrors, utensils, etc.

Both artists share their own take on
this joint initiative:

Who conceived 'Inspirations'?

Kamla al Rahbi came forth with the idea for a
joint exhibition and | liked it very much. There
is no particular theme for the works on display
but we have presented our own techniques of
resin art.

What message does this exhibition convey?
We have two messages. The first message is
that each artist has his/her own internal in-
spiration to create beautiful and unique art-
works. They have to look for this inspiration
within themselves to help them achieve their
desired goals - my biggest inspiration was the
‘mother nature'. The second message is,
young artists shouldn't lose hope if they face
any challenges, they should continue to strive
for excellence.

Why did you choose to learn resin art?

My artistic career started in 2016 with draw-
ing the nature with oil & acrylic colours. In
2018, by chance, | have found acrylic pouring
art on Instagram and experimented with it.
Then, | discovered resin art, researched it and
was amazed by its huge potential. There were
many challenges, from ordering material on-
line and taking up online courses to practising
this skill with different items. | also introduced
flower preservation in Oman for the first time.
Every day is a learning experience with this art
form.

What are the main differences in resin art
and regular painting?

Resin art is a completely different art. The
main medium in resin art is resin (it is a 2 part
product - resin and hardener), whereas regu-
lar painting involves oil or acrylic colours. In
resin, we do not use brushes to draw the style
we want, and we add certain materials to cre-

ate our artwork, unlike in painting. Resin is
mixed with hardener to produce a glossy solid
surface, once it's dry. So, it is very important
to be aware of the safety measures.

What difficulties do resin artists face?

Resin artists face many difficulties. Getting the
right materials is one - | have been ordering
all supplies online as these are not available in
Oman. Resin art also needs a special temper-
ature and humidity level - if it is not set up cor-
rectly, the work can be ruined. Also, dust is the
biggest enemy for a resin artist as a small par-
ticle of dust can ruin the whole artwork.

What have you presented in this exhibition?
| have 11 artworks on display - 2 tables, a clock,
a mirror and the rest wall artworks.

Loing

H H Sayyida
Basma al Said
(centre) was the
chief guest

Ramtb al Rakhbi

Why did you choose to learn resin art?
Resin art is one of the most modern and beau-
tiful art forms known globally that has im-
posed itself on the Omani scene only recently.
| started my artistic career since 2018, when |
started with the art of pouring of colours.
Through this, | found an outlet for myself from
the daily stress of life. Soon, | was attracted to
resin art and got immersed in it. | have tried
most of the techniques that can be imple-
mented with this beautiful art genre.

How similar or different is your work from
Hawraa's?

Hawraa and | have similarity in taste, choice
of colours, and implementation of ideas, but

each of us have our own touch. | am more in-
clined to make wall clocks, while Hawraa
loves to make wall paintings.

What is the best part of creating a resin art
and what is the difficult part?

The best part is when you pour the resin and
things go as planned. The difficult part is that
often the resin tends to harden before one has
executed the whole idea.

How did you train yourself with this skill?

| learned this art first through visual feeding
and following international artists in this field.
Then, | refined my talent by attending many
internal and external workshops to learn some
difficult techniques. | have also conducted
many workshops to teach this art to children
and adults.

Have you seen the works of resin artists from
other countries?

Yes, | constantly follow everything that is pre-
sented in this art by international artists, and
| try as much as possible to keep up and sim-
ulate new ideas in my own way.

Would you be able to create huge resin art
for institutional display - like in ministries or
public places like the airport, etc?

Of course, | can carry out any orders for any
clients. My ambition is to own a resin gallery
and store for selling resin accessories, display
resin artworks for sale, and conduct work-
shops to teach resin to those interested.

What have you presented in this exhibition -
any colour fixations?

| have presented 18 different artworks. | like to
use colours inspired by nature - green and
blue. | also like to give a touch of gold in some.

V K Shafeer
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PENALTY WOES

Salem al Dawsari misses from the spot while Robert Lewandowski
breaks World Cup duck as Poland get the better of Saudi Arabia

Poland goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny makes a save to deny Saudi Arabia's Salem Al Dawsari from the spot during their Group C match on Saturday (AFp)

Doha, Qatar - Salem al Dawsari
saw his penalty saved brilliantly by
Wojciech Szczesny while Robert
Lewandowski scored the first
World Cup goal of his prolific career
on Saturday as Poland defeated
Saudi Arabia 2-0, bursting the
Asian side's bubble following their
giant-killing act against Argentina.

Lewandowski made sure Poland
took a big step towards the last 16
in Qatar when he rolled home in the
82nd minute after being gifted the
ball by Abdulelah al Malki.

However, it was a battle for
Czeslaw Michniewicz's side, who
were leading at that point thanks to
Piotr Zielinski's roofed finish and an
incredible double save from
Szczesny including Al Dawsari's
penalty late in the first half.

POLAND
SAUDI ARABIA 0

Poland leapfrogged the Saudis
into first place in Group C, with Li-
onel Messi's Argentina facing Mex-
ico later on Saturday.

Egged on by a vocal crowd,
Herve Renard's Saudi team came
out with the bit between their teeth
and the Poles frequently struggled
to handle their aggressive press.

Poland were shown three early
yellow cards.

Mohamed Kanno had the game's
first decent effort on goal, tipped
over by Szczesny in the 13th minute.

Lewandowski initially found it
hard to get into the game as he was
immediately surrounded by a gang
of defenders led by Ali al Bulayhi,
who at one point looked to be head-
ing out of the game after being ac-
cidentally studded by the Barca
star.

Super Szczesny
Lewandowski played a key role in
Poland's opener against the run of
play in the 39th minute, pulling back
for Zielinski to finish after nearly
clipping home his first World Cup
goal.

Szczesny then stepped up to
save his team minutes later after
referee Wilton Sampaio awarded a
soft penalty, when Saleh al Shehri
went down heavily under pressure

from Krystian Bielik. The Juventus
goalkeeper did well to bat away Al
Dawsari's nervy spot-kick but the
ball fell to Mohammed al Burayk,
who was denied on the rebound by
a sensational stop.

Szczesny was again Poland's
saviour nine minutes after the break
when he charged off his line to keep
out Al Dawsari following a chaotic
passage of play that ended with the
ball being ballooned over the bar.

Poland were again close to buck-
ling under intense Saudi pressure
but should have been further ahead
midway in through the second half
when  Arkadiusz  Milik  and
Lewandowski both struck the
woodwork in the space of three
minutes.

AFP

France's Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring against Denmark in
their Group D match at Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday (AFP)

Mbappe double
takes holders
France into the
knockout round

Doha, Qatar - Kylian Mbappe
scored twice, including a late
winner, as holders France edged
Denmark 2-10on Saturday to be-
come the first team to reach the
last 16 of the World Cup.

A potent French side knew a
second victory in as many
Group D outings would take
them through to the knockout
phase and they were well worth
the lead that Mbappe gave
them when he opened the scor-
ing at Stadium 974 just after the
hour mark.

However, Andreas Chris-
tensen soon equalised for the
Danes and Les Bleus needed
Mbappe to deliver again in the
86th minute as he turned in An-
toine Griezmann's cross to
puncture the Danish resistance
once and for all.

Having scored four during
France's victorious 2018 cam-
paign and one against Australia,
Mbappe now has seven goals in
nine World Cup appearances.

Didier Deschamps's side
now have the luxury of going
into their final group game
against Tunisia knowing a draw

FRANCE 2
DENMARK 1

will guarantee them top spot,
and even a defeat may not pre-
vent them finishing first.

Having come roaring back
to batter Australia 4-1in their
opening match in Qatar,
France were more wasteful in
front of goal on this occasion
but at least they did not come
unstuck against opponents
who have caused them prob-
lems before.

They were reigning champi-
ons when a defeat to the Danes
knocked them out of the 2002
World Cup, while the sides
played out the only goalless
draw in 2018.

More recently Kasper Hjul-
mand's side beat France home
and away in this year's Nations
League, and it seemed that De-
schamps had learned lessons
from those two encounters.
AFP

World Cup 0-Odraws due to
fear of losing: FIFA experts

Doha, Qatar - The high number of
goalless draws at the World Cup
has been due to teams' fear of suf-
fering an early setback, FIFA's tech-
nical study group said on Saturday.

There were five goalless
matches in the first 20 matches in
Qatar, already just two short of
matching the record amount in a
World Cup.

There was only one 0-0 stale-
mate at the 2018 tournament - be-
tween eventual winners France and
Denmark.

"It's because teams don't want
to take too much risk at the begin-
ning," said former Nigeria interna-
tional Sunday Oliseh.

"Past data shows about 70 per-

Past data shows about 70 percent
of teams who lose their first game
gooutin the group stage and
they're all aware of that ’

cent of teams who lose their first
game go out in the group stage and
they're all aware of that.”
Uruguay's match with South
Korea on Thursday was the first
World Cup game to not even see a
shot on target in the 21st century.
"Many teams are relying on a
cautious approach,” said veteran
Italian coach Alberto Zaccheroni.
"Lots of teams fielded five de-

fenders and played very tight and
compact. They wanted to assure at
least a point from their first game
and if a chance came along, try and
grab it to win the game.”

Despite England's 6-2 rout of
Iran and Spain's 7-0 thrashing of
Costa Rica, there have been fewer
goals per game so far in Qatar than
in Russia or in Brazil in 2014.

AFP

Uruguay's Luis Suarez fights for the ball with South Korea's Lee Jae-sung (L) and Kim Min-jae in their Group H match

on Thursday. It was the first World Cup game in the 21st century to not even see a shot on target (aAFp)
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Doha, Qatar - Australia won a World
Cup game for only the third time in
their history with a dogged 1-0 victory
over Tunisia on Saturday to revive their
last-16 hopes.

Striker Mitch Duke scored the only
goal of a tight game with a clever
header in the first half and Australia
then desperately held on to silence
Tunisia's vociferous fans.

Australia sit second in Group D with
three points from two games, having
been well-beaten 4-1 by holders
France in their tournament opener.

The Socceroos face Denmark in
their final group game and the knock-
out round is in sight.

Their best World Cup performance
came in 2006 when they also reached
the last 16, in the days of Tim Cahill,
Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka.

Graham Arnold's Australia don't
have players of that ilk but they have
lots of heart and kicked off to deafen-
ing whistles in front of 42,000 at Al
Janoub Stadium, where their fans were
heavily outnumbered.

Each Australia touch
was met with whistles
from the throbbing ranks of
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STAYING ALIVE

Australia's Mitchell Duke (L) scores against Tunisia in their Group D match at the Al Janoub Stadium on Saturday (AFp)

Tunisia's bouncing, bellowing and flag-
waving supporters.

Australia had only ever won two
matches at the World Cup before this
and squeezed into this edition via a
playoff. But they started the better
against a Tunisia team who held Den-
mark 0-0 in their opener and are look-
ing to reach the knockout stage for the
first time.

The match was being shown on
primetime Saturday night television in
Australia and viewers saw their gritty

side dominate the first 15 minutes,
without mustering a shot. Tunisia
had the first sniff of goal in the 19th

minute but skipper Youssef Msakni
was squeezed out, and then defender
Mohamed Drager blazed over.

In the 23rd minute, Australia took
the lead their possession deserved.

Craig Goodwin, who scored the
opener in the loss to France, crossed
from the left and the ball ricocheted for
Duke to glance his header back over
his own shoulder and into the net.

The Japan-based centre-forward,
31, exchanged angry words with the
Tunisian bench when he was bundled
over on the half-hour mark.

The skirmish ended in a shake of the
hand with substitute Hannibal Mejbri,

the Manchester United teenager.

Another English-based player, de-
fender Harry Souttar of Stoke City,
made a heroic last-ditch block from
the dangerous Msakni as half-time ap-
proached.

Tunisia's fans had their heads in
their hands in injury time when Msakni
finally escaped Souttar, only to side-
foot wide from close range.

Coach Jalel Kadri brought off
Drager at the break and replaced him
with a midfielder, Ferjani Sassi, and a
match that had simmered up to that
point threatened to boil over.

AFP

The best moment of my life and my football
career, there are no words. Just so happy and
proud of the boys. We made so many sacrifices
to get here. It is the best feeling in the world.

Kylian Mbappe takes a shot at goal during a training session in Doha on Saturday

S

uggish England

frustrated in draw
against the US

Al Khor, Qatar - England missed a
chance to book their place in the
World Cup last 16 as Gareth South-
gate's side produced a limp display in
their 0-O draw against the United
States on Friday.

Southgate's men would have been
guaranteed to advance from Group B
with a victory in their second game of
the tournament, but they rarely trou-
bled a determined US team.

Having thrashed Iran 6-2 on Mon-
day, England lacked the urgency they
showed in their opening game and
were booed off at full-time.

They managed just one shot on tar-
get and could easily have conceded in
the first half when the US were in con-
trol for long periods at the Al Bayt Sta-
dium. For the third time in three World
Cup meetings with the US, England

failed to live up to their status as
favourites.

After a shocking defeat in the 1950
tournament and a 1-1 draw in 2010,
this was another defiant American ef-
fort against England, cooling some of
the hype around the Three Lions fol-
lowing the Iran rout.

“| knew after such a high (in the
Iran game) it would be difficult to
replicate that performance,” South-
gate said.

“We didn't quite have that same
zip but that's going to happen. We're
not going to roll through a tournament
and sweep through everybody. Some-
times you have to show different qual-
ities to get the result.

“Today puts us in a really strong
position in terms of qualification.”

AFP

MEIMENT IN TIME

HEARTBREAK: A Tunisian fan looks emotional as she watches her team play Au:s

Red alert: Fired-up Nagatomo
fuels Japan at World Cup

Doha, Qatar - Mellowing with age is
not part of the plan for Japan veteran
Yuto Nagatomo, whose flame-red
hair and wild celebrations are help-
ing to fuel the Blue Samurai's fire in
Qatar.

The 36-year-old full-back has
been in an irrepressible mood at his
fourth World Cup - a record for a
Japanese outfield player - and is fully
embracing his role as the team's
elder statesman.

Nagatomo played nearly an hour
of Japan’s stunning 2-1 opening win
over Germany but his involvement
was not over when he left the pitch.

He spent the rest of the match
encouraging his teammates from
the sidelines and racing off the
bench to congratulate goal scorers
Ritsu Doan and Takuma Asano.

He then carried his exuberant
mood over into his post-match in-
terviews, screaming “Bravo!” into a
TV camera in a clip that went viral
around the world.

It was nothing out of the ordinary
for a player who has dyed his hair
red for the tournament to fire up his
teammates.

“The idea was that it's the red of
the Japanese flag, and it also shows
the passion of our players,” Na-
gatomo explained. “| wanted to ex-
press that. | asked people what
colour | should dye it and a lot said
red. | had thought that as well so it
felt like it best represented my atti-
tude towards the World Cup.”

Nagatomo said his wife, a TV
personality in Japan, had even dyed
her hair a red tinge in “a gesture of

Japan's Yuto Nagatomo battles with Germany's Serge Gnabry for the ball during their Group E match on Wednesday (AFp)

unity”.

The defender was never likely to
do things by half at a World Cup in
which he is determined to have a
positive impact.

Japan's squad contains 19 players
making their World Cup debuts and
only a handful of veterans.

Defender Maya Yoshida and re-
serve goalkeeper Eiji Kawashima are
still around but most of the genera-
tion who led Japan at the previous
three World Cups - Keisuke Honda,
Shinji Kagawa, Shinji Okazaki and

Makoto Hasebe - have moved on.

Vocal presence

Nagatomo is taking a hands-on
leadership role, always at the front
of the group when the players warm
up and a constant vocal presence in
training sessions.

“We have a lot of players who are
playing at their first World Cup and
they have confidence from playing
at European clubs. We don't have so
many veterans this time,” he said.

“The veteran players are the base

of the team, and then the confidence
of the players comes together to
form one whole like a puzzle.”

Nagatomo is approaching the
end of a career that few in the his-
tory of Japanese football can match.

After making his World Cup
debut in 2010, he moved to Italy and
made 170 league appearances for
Inter Milan.

He also played for Galatasaray
and Marseille before returning to FC
Tokyo in the J-League last year.

AFP
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play Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium on Saturday (aFp)

Qatar football will
survive World Cup
exit, says Sanchez

Doha, Qatar - Qatar's early World Cup exit will not be fatal
for the country's football development, manager Felix
Sanchez said Friday, after the hosts became the first team to

be eliminated.

A 1-1 draw between Ecuador and the Netherlands sent
Qatar crashing out of the tournament just hours after a 3-1
defeat to Senegal had left them on the brink.

Qatar became only the second host nation to go out in the
first round following South Africa in 2010, and the first to be
eliminated after two games. But Sanchez believes football will
continue to develop in the tiny Gulf state despite the disap-
pointment and targeted a return to the world's biggest stage.

“The World Cup will finish
but football will continue here,”
said the Spaniard, who led
Qatar to the 2019 Asian Cup
title. “It's a football country and
they want to keep developing
young talent so they can reach
the senior team. We can keep
on competing within our limita-
tions in Asia.

"By doing that, we'll get
more experience and we'll be

The World
Cup will
finish but
football
will con-
tinue here

able to play in more competitions like this.”
Qatar made a nervy start to the tournament in an
opening-day defeat to Ecuador but put up more
of a fight against Senegal.

The hosts refused to lie down when Senegal
scored either side of half-time and pulled a

goal back through substitute Mohammed

Muntari to set up a dramatic finale.

BELGIUM'S ‘GOLDEN
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Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo draws a challenge from Ghana's Mohammed
Salisu inside the area to win a penalty on Thursday (AFp)

Ronaldo’s ‘total
genius’ won World
Cup penalty: Oliseh

Doha, Qatar - Cristiano Ronaldo showed “total genius” by winning a con-
troversial penalty in Portugal's World Cup win over Ghana, FIFA technical
study group member Sunday Oliseh said on Saturday.

The veteran striker went down after a tackle by Mohammed Salisu on
Thursday before scoring the resulting spot-kick to become the first man to
net at five World Cups.

Ghana coach Otto Addo described the penalty decision as a “gift” to
Ronaldo and said it was a “really wrong decision”.

“Maybe the strikers are getting smarter,” former Nigeria international
Oliseh told a press conference when asked why more penalties were being
awarded at the tournament so far than in previous years.

“If you look at the penalty Ronaldo got, let's face it, people can say what
they want about this man, but the genius thought to just be patient and put
my foot to touch the ball first before you, continue my leg so that you make
contact with my leg - that is total genius.

“Let's give the strikers the compliment for getting smarter.”

Nine penalties were awarded in the first round of group-stage matches.

“VAR is also a major reason why this (more penalties being awarded)
is happening because the referees can now look at it three or four times
and decide,” added Oliseh.

Portugal take on Uruguay in their second match on Monday before fin-
ishing their Group H campaign against South Korea four days later.

AFP

GENERATION' PAST
BEST, ADMITS
EDEN HAZARD

Doha, Qatar - Eden Hazard admitted
Saturday that Belgium's best chance
to win the World Cup had come and
gone but said they still have the qual-
ity and experience to lift the trophy in
Qatar.

Belgium, who finished third at the
tournament in Russia in 2018, are still
ranked second in the world but many
of the much-vaunted “Golden Gener-
ation” are now in their 30s.

“To be fair | think we had a better
chance to win four years ago,” admit-
ted 31-year-old Hazard, speaking on
the eve of Sunday’s match against
Morocco.

“The team was better four years
ago but still we have the quality to win
games and to win the competition.
We have a few guys, they are a bit
older now but we have experience and
the best goalkeeper in the world
(Thibaut Courtois).

“We have one of the best midfields
in the world, right now. We have good
strikers. We have the team and | think
it's just the desire to want to win, and
the mentality.”

He added: “Belgium can win the
World Cup if we are in form. If we are
not it will be tough.”

The Real Madrid forward said he
was not over-worried by Belgium's
struggles in their opening Group F
match against Canada, which they
won 1-0, but he urged the team to play

without fear.

No fear

“The first match you always have a bit
of fear, you don't always want the
ball,” he said. “Now we need to get
over that. We need to not be afraid to
dribble, to play the killer pass. That's
what was missing in the first match.”

Hazard has struggled to repeat the
form he showed at Chelsea since he
moved to Spain in 2019 but he said he
was able to brush off criticism over his
performances.

“There has always been criticism,”
he said. “Even when you play well you
get criticised. | just try to focus on
playing the best | can for my country
and I'll give everything | can.”

Belgium coach Roberto Martinez
was relaxed about his side's form,
highlighting the lack of preparation
time before the tournament in Qatar.

“Slowly you're going to see teams
getting ready after three games in the
tournament,” he said.

“So rather than having that prepa-
ration for a World Cup, for a major
tournament where you have three
friendlies and you have four weeks to
get everybody in the optimal condi-
tion, the teams need to get ready
while they are in the tournament and
that's dangerous because it can cost
you points.”

AFP

Belgium's
Eden Hazard
takes part in
a training
session at
the Salwa
Training site
on Friday
(AFP)
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Sailors in action on the third day of RS Venture Connect World Championships

Teams battle for final fleet positions at RS
Venture Connect World Championships

Muscat - The third day of racing
at the 2022 RS Venture Connect
World Championships organised
by Oman Sail saw exceptional
sailing and plenty of surprises.

Oman'’s Sultan al Wahaibi and
Ahmed al Balushi lead the Open
category, after registering a win
and a second-place finish. They
lead Genevieve Wickham and
Grant Alderson of Australia by a
point and are three ahead of
Clementine Gorisse and Lucien
Bermont of France.

Piotr Cichcoki and Olga Gor-
nas-Grudzien of Poland also
shone on day three, scoring a win
and a second place to lead the

Para category by seven points
from Sweden'’s Fia Fjelddahl and
Patric Rosenberg.

Ange Margaron and Olivier
Ducruix of France are in third, just
one point back from second, and
fourth to 10th are separated by
just five points in a close fleet.

Malik al Qartobi and Ghalya al
Jabri currently sit in joint 12th po-
sition, seven points behind the
medal placings. Zaher al Atbiand
Ali al Ghasaini are in 18th place
after struggling with a disqualifi-
cation earlier in the week, while
Hassan al Lawati and Sami al Su-
laimi are two points back in 20th.
Rayyan al Mujaini and Hamed al

Subhi also encountered problems
following a premature start, end-
ing the fleet racing on 22nd.

Dan Jaspers, International
Business Development at RS Sail-
ing, said, “This is the first time we
have held an RS Venture Connect
event outside of Europe, and this
decision has paid off with an in-
crease in participating teams. As
a venue, as a destination, the
Barcelé Mussanah Resort has
proved very popular with sailors.

" Having everything so close in
one venue is amazing for the
competition and the feedback
has been excellent. The dedi-
cated team at Oman Sail has

been incredible and very helpful
in managing the event.”

“There is a great legacy to this
event and the SailFree program is
a real credit to Oman Sail, bp
Oman and the Oman Paralympic
Committee.

“The performance of the
sailors so far this week is some-
thing the whole of Oman should
be very proud of.

“Omanis a key location for the
RS class and we see this as a hub
for growing inclusive sailing
across Asia, especially with the
#BacktheBid and #SailtoLA cam-
paign from World Sailing to rein-
state sailing to the Paralympics.”

Purcell and Thompson win crucial
doubles as Australia reach first
Davis Cup final since 2003

Malaga, Spain - Australia
reached their first Davis Cup final
since 2003 on Friday when they
battled back to beat last year's
runners-up Croatia 2-1.

Max Purcell and Jordan
Thompson stunned 2021 Wim-
bledon champions Nikola Mek-
tic and Mate Pavic 6-7 (3/7),
7-5, 6-4 in the decisive doubles
to hand Australia a final clash
against either Canada or Italy on
Sunday.

The victory was reward for the
decision by Australia skipper
Lleyton Hewitt - who played in
the 2003 title-winning team - to
pair Thompson with Purcell.

Matthew Ebden, who had
partnered Purcell to this year's
Wimbledon title, had been
scheduled to feature in the de-
ciding rubber before the late
switch.

"“It's been a long time," said
Hewitt. “We're a very proud
Davis Cup nation and I'm very
proud of these guys. They de-
serve to be in the final and in with
a chance of winning this thing.”

Hewitt admitted there had
been a “slight injury concern”
over Ebden.

“But | had no concerns about
the chemistry of these two (Pur-
cell and Thompson).”

After Mektic and Pavic
claimed the 53-minute opening
set in the tiebreak to nudge Croa-
tia closer to a fourth Davis Cup
final in six years, the Australian
pair hit back.

They broke in the 11th game of
the second set to level before
breaking again in the seventh
game of the decider on their way
to victory after two hours and 14
minutes.

Earlier, Alex de Minaur beat
former US Open champion
Marin Cilic 6-2, 6-2 to pull 28-
time champions Australia level
after Borna Coric had given
Croatia the lead in the semi-final
with a 6-4, 6-3 victory over
Thanasi Kokkinakis.

Cilic, ranked 17 in the world,
was undone by 23 unforced er-
rors as De Minaur, the world
number 24, avenged a loss to the

DELIGH

Australiais Jordan Thompson (L) and Max Purcell celebrate their victory against Croatia in the Davis Cup doubles semi-final on Friday (AFp)

Croatian when the two countries
met in last year's tournament.

‘Intensity’

“Marin’s a hell of a competitor, a
veteran player of our sport that
has accomplished amazing
things. | knew what to expect, so
| knew it was never going to be
easy,” said De Minaur.

“I' knew | had to bring all the
intensity | could, be as solid as |
could, and try to be solid but ag-
gressive at the same time.”

World number 26 Coric tri-
umphed over 95th-ranked
Kokkinakis in 92 minutes on the
back of six aces and 18 winners
as the two-time champions set
their sights on a return to the
final having lost to Russia in the
2021 title match.

“This means a lot to me,” said
Coric, who has resurrected his
career in 2022 having not played
for 12 months until March this
year after undergoing right
shoulder surgery.

“| was watching the guys play-
ing Davis Cup when | was injured
and doing my rehab. To play for
Croatia is an amazing feeling for
me."

Canada and Italy meet on Sat-
urday in the second semi-final.
AFP

China's former
football coach Li Tie
under investigation

Beijing, China - Chinese au-
thorities said Saturday they
have launched an investiga-
tion into former national men's
football coach Li Tie, with the
ex-Premier League player sus-
pected of “serious violations of
the law”.

A statement on the website
of a provincial government in
central China said Li was being
probed by a disciplinary arm
within the General Adminis-
tration of Sport, but did not
specify his alleged offences.
One of China's most recognis-
able footballers, the 45-year-
old played for Premier League
side Everton between 2002
and 2006 and made more
than 90 appearances for his
country.

Li took charge as the na-
tional team’s head coach in
2020 but stepped down last
year during a poor qualifying
campaign that eventually saw
China fail to reach the Qatar
World Cup.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping has targeted official cor-
ruption since coming to power
a decade ago, waging a
sweeping crackdown that crit-
ics say also serves as a way to

Li Tie

but
did not specify
his alleged of-
fences.

oust political rivals.
Xi has described himself as
a football fan and said he
dreams of China hosting and
winning a World Cup one day.
But that ambition has faded
as stringent zero-Covid curbs
have forced Beijing to pull out
of hosting major sports events
such as the Asian Cup.
AFP

Lakers down Spurs in James’s return,
Antetokounmpo shines as Bucks win

Los Angeles, United States - Le-
Bron James returned from a five-
game injury absence to score 21
points on Friday as the Los Ange-
les Lakers beat the Spurs 105-94
in San Antonio for their first road
win of the NBA season.

James pulled down eight re-
bounds and handed out five as-
sists with three steals and a
blocked shot in 33 minutes on
the floor, with Lakers coach
Darvin Ham saying the four-time
NBA champion looked “phenom-
enal” after missing five games
with a groin injury.

The Boston Celtics, led by 30
points from Jayson Tatum,
downed the red-hot Sacramento
Kings 122-104 to improve their
league-leading record to 15-4.

On a busy night in the NBA
after a day off for the US Thanks-
giving holiday, the Milwaukee
Bucks rallied for a 117-102 win
over the Cleveland Cavaliersina
battle for second place in the
Eastern Conference.

In San Antonio, all eyes were
on James, who is on track -- if he
stays healthy -- to surpass Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar as the
league's all-time leading scorer
as early as February.

He scored the first basket of
the contest as the Lakers quickly
powered to a double-digit lead.

LeBron James of the Los Angeles Lakers drives to the basket during their game against the San Antonio Spurs at
the AT&T Center in San Antonio, Texas, on Friday (AFP)

They led 59-41 at halftime,
but the young Spurs team had
sliced the deficit to 81-78 by
early in the fourth. The Lakers re-
sponded, James's dunk taking
the lead back to 10 points.

“| felt pretty good,” James
said. “I've been non-stop around
the clock (getting treatment) for
the last couple of weeks to get
back on the floor.”

Anthony Davis scored 11 of his

25 points in the final period, fin-
ishing with a double-double that
also included 15 rebounds.

Ham was delighted with what
he saw from his superstar,
James's nine turnovers notwith-

standing.

In Boston, the Celtics survived
a sloppy third quarter to down
the Kings, whose eight wins in
November included a seven-
game winning streak that ended
with a loss to Atlanta on
Wednesday.

Boston led by as many as 16
early in the second quarter, but
the Kings used a 40-point sec-
ond period to cut the deficit to
two points at halftime.

The Kings kept pushing in a
third quarter that featured four
lead changes. The game was tied
84-84 when Boston reserve Pay-
ton Pritchard drained a three-
pointer and Tatum fed Luke
Kornet for an alley-oop dunk.
Tatum then came up with a steal
and a basket, followed by a re-
bound and a three-pointer to
give the Celtics a 94-84 lead
going into the fourth.

In Milwaukee, Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo scored 38 points to
take the Bucks past the Cavaliers,
who led by 16 in the first half but
were out-scored 35-10 in the
third quarter as the hosts turned
things around.

The Phoenix Suns maintained
their slim lead in the Western
Conference with a 108-102 vic-
tory over the Detroit Pistons.
AFP



