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Minerals Development Oman (MDO) has signed 
a strategic partnership agreement with Dev Salt 
to launch the Naqa Salt Project in the Wilayat of 
Mahout, Al Wusta Governorate. 

The agreement was signed by Eng Mattar bin 
Salim al Badi, CEO of MDO, and Hirendrasingh 
Jhala, Chairman of Dev Global. Strategically 

concession area along the Arabian Sea — the 
project capitalises on ideal conditions for solar 
evaporation. Its proximity to Duqm Port further 
strengthens its export competitiveness.

The Authority for Public Services Regulation 
(APSR) has announced varying reductions on 
electricity bills for residential consumers (basic 
accounts) during the summer months, starting 
from May until the end of August. Additionally, 

unchanged.
In May, the reductions will be distributed as 

reduction on their bills, while those in the second 

apply to subscribers in the third tier (consumption 
SEE ALSO P13

٥
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الدورة التاسعة والعشرون

First heart transplant 
from brain-dead donor

Thamer bin Fayez al Alawi who presented his 
credentials as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Sultanate of Oman to the 

During the meeting, the ambassador conveyed 
the greetings of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 

happiness and continued progress and prosperity 
for the friendly Spanish people.

greetings to His Majesty alongside his wishes for 
further progress and prosperity to the Omani 

between the two countries. — ONA

DUBAI: 

— ONA
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SAYYID SHIHAB 
RECEIVES 
BANGLADESH 
AMBASSADOR

HH Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime 

at Muaskar Al Murtafaa on Wednesday Khondkar 

Republic of Bangladesh to the Sultanate of Oman. 
The meeting reviewed the relations between the 
two countries and touched on a range of topics of 
mutual interest.

Development projects in 
Al Dakhiliyah under way

THE 
Governorate of Al Dakhiliyah is 
witnessing the implementation 
of several development and 
investment projects, including 
the Al Dakhiliyah Square (Al 

Dakhiliyah Boulevard), the integrated public 
transport station, Nizwa Public Park, and the 
development of the entrance to the Wilayat 
of Nizwa, in addition to development and 
tourism projects in the Wilayat of Al Jabal Al 
Akhdhar.

efforts to promote sustainable economic 
development across various governorates 
of the Sultanate of Oman, Dr Said bin 
Mohammed al Saqri, Minister of Economy, 
and Eng Badr bin Salim al Maamari, 
Secretary-General of the Tender Board, 
conducted a field visit to Al Dakhiliyah 
Governorate to follow up the progress of 
vital projects. 

Shaikh Hilal bin Said al Hajri, Governor 
of Al Dakhiliyah, emphasised that the visit 
aligns with ongoing efforts to assess the 
implementation of development projects 

under the Tenth Five-Year Plan and the 
Governorate Development Programme.

He highlighted the importance of 
collaboration between relevant entities 
to enhance project efficiency and achieve 
high performance and competitiveness 
indicators.

He noted that Al Dakhiliyah Governorate 
boasts natural and cultural assets that 
position it as a promising investment 
destination. 

Stressing the need to leverage these 
resources, he underscored their role in 
stimulating the local economy, meeting 

development efforts in line with national 
goals - particularly in education, health, 
tourism and agriculture.

The visit included several visual 
presentations. Said bin Rashid al Qatabi, 
Director-General of Social Sectors at 
the Ministry of Economy, reviewed the 

along with key strategic projects aimed at 
infrastructure development and investment 

initiatives.

potential as a prominent economic and 
tourism hub, noting a 15.5-per cent increase 
in heritage site visitors in 2023. — ONA

Dr Said bin Mohammed al Saqri, Minister 
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GCC 
ministers 
discuss 
Trump 

KUWAIT: The 
Sultanate of Oman 
participated in 
the ministerial 
meetings of the GCC 
Trade Cooperation 
Committee, the GCC 
Industrial Cooperation 
Committee, the GCC 
Ministerial Committee 
for Standardization 

consultative meeting 
between the GCC 
Ministers of Commerce 
and Industry and the 
heads of the unions 
and chambers of 
commerce which 
were held in the 
State of Kuwait, on 
Wednesday.

The Sultanate of 

the GCC ministerial 
meetings was 
headed by Qais bin 
Mohammed al Yousef, 
Minister of Commerce, 
Industry and 
Investment Promotion.

The meetings 
discussed a number 
of commercial-
related topics, 
including adopting 
a methodology 
for preparing 

legislations for the 
GCC states, amending 
commercial laws of the 
GCC States, upgrading 
the GCC Commercial 
Arbitration Centre 
system and providing 
funds for future 
initiatives of the 
Small and Medium 
Enterprises and 
Entrepreneurship 
Committee. — ONA

RAM targets 50 public 
leaders for training

SUHAR: The Social Protection 
Fund, in cooperation with Sohar 
University, on Wednesday organised 
the Occupational Safety and Health 

Intelligence and Digitalisation: Our 
Path to a Safer Work Environment.”

Ahmed Khalfan al Zaabi, Director 
of the Social Protection Fund in Al 
Batinah North Governorate, stated 
that the forum aims to raise awareness 
about the importance of occupational 
safety and health.

Dr Mohammed Abdullah al 
Muqbali, Assistant Vice Chancellor for 

at Sohar University, emphasised that 
building a safe and sustainable work 
and educational environment is part 

mission.

FOCUS ON OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY

THE 
Royal Academy of 
Management (RAM) 
has launched the 
Societal Communication 
Programme for current 

public sector leaders who hold the 
positions of under-secretaries and 
directors-general.

Designed to elevate the skills and 
capabilities of national leaders in 
the area of community engagement, 
the landmark programme is in line 
with the bold vision of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, which 
aims to elevate and strengthen the 
knowledge and skills of national 
leaders. This strategy is aligned with 
the objectives of Oman Vision 2040 
and the requirements of national 
strategic initiatives and programmes.

The main purpose of the Societal 
Communication Programme for 
under-secretaries and directors-
general is to further build trust 
between the government and society 
and, thus, increase national social 
cohesion. The programme focuses 
on strengthening the role of these 
leaders as intermediaries between 
the government and society while 
enabling them to contribute to the 

manner that aligns with Omani 
values, culture and society.

The Societal Communication 
Programme aims to equip 
participants with a more community-
centred communication mindset by 

increasing their awareness of societal 
needs and providing them with 
the necessary skills to implement 
government directions and policies 
clearly and accurately, as well as to 
manage the public communication 
process effectively.

The programme also provides 
participants with advanced tools and 
techniques that enhance their crisis 
management skills and improve 
leadership communication strategies 
to navigate social challenges 
effectively. 

The programme enables 
participants to build trust-based 
relationships with citizens and 
other community stakeholders 
by leveraging comprehensive 
communication techniques to 
involve these entities in the process 
of formulating, implementing and 
evaluating government policies.

The Societal Communication 
Programme targets 50 participants 
from the public sector and will 
constitute 25 under-secretaries 
and 25 directors-general. The 
selected candidates will embark on 
an enriching and comprehensive 
learning journey that will run until 
September 10.

The programme will comprise 
different themes. It has been 
designed to elevate essential and 
effective community communication 
and crisis management skills and 
explore stakeholder engagement.

Apart from focusing 
on empowering strategic 
communication skills, it will also 
focus on the strategies leveraged 

strategies to enhance public trust, 
the methodology of gauging and 
handling public opinion. 

RAM launches Societal Communication Programme



O M A N  DA I LY
Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver 

4

THURSDAY 

OMAN

Books in the age of screens... 
Why the magic still lives

BALQEES ALORAIMI

DESPITE 
the 
dominance 
of screens 
in our 
daily lives, 

from smartphones to laptops 
and tablets, printed books 
continue to hold a special place 

is clearly felt across the halls of 
the Muscat International Book 
Fair this year, where visitors fill 
the aisles between publishing 
houses, their eyes meeting the 
titles with a sense of awe and 
that familiar childhood thrill 
reawakens with the first touch 

In an era where “digitisation” 
seems to consume everything, 
the printed book endures with 
something deeper than habit: 
nostalgia, a tangible connection 
to knowledge and the passion 
for an intimate relationship 

At the entrance to book fair 
hall, among neatly stacked piles 
of novels, we met Sara al Saadi, 
a 37-year-old Arabic language 
teacher, browsing through new 

“I sometimes read on devices, 
especially while travelling, but 
nothing compares to holding 

paper, the weight in my hand 
and the small details like 

are feelings no cold screen can 

Sara was not alone in 

Dozens of visitors, young and 
old, confirmed that the sensory 
experience of reading a physical 
book remains unmatched, 
no matter how advanced 

“I buy books even when 

Mohammed Khalid Saeed, 
a student majoring in human 
resources, was seen carrying 
a stack of philosophy and 

asked why he chooses to buy 
physical books despite the 
free availability of e-books, 
he enthusiastically replied: 

book makes me feel committed 

pile up on my devices without 

Every line, every handwritten 
note in the margins, becomes 
part of my intellectual journey 

A notable feature of this 

and elders alike are united by a 

Noura al Ghdani, a high 
school student, was seen 
exploring science fiction 

technology and spend hours on 
my phone, but when it comes 

E-books are practical, 

MOHAMMED KHALID 
SAEED
A student

O M A N  DA I LY

another world as soon as I open 

the lure of e-reading apps, she 
answered simply: “A printed 

Beyond reading, many 
visitors view the book fair as 
a full cultural experience that 

At a booth dedicated to 
author signings, we met Ahmed 
al Balushi, a tourism industry 
professional, waiting for his 
turn to have a book signed by 

“Owning a printed book is 

creating memories — meeting 
the author, exchanging a few 
words, getting a personalised 

Amid the ever-accelerating 
consumption of fast digital 
content, returning to printed 
books feels like a quiet act 

when the internet fails and 

Amal Mohammed, mother of 
5 children, shared her thoughts: 
“In the rush of everyday life, I 

off all devices and allow myself 

my private time, away from all 

“Our children also need this 

why I make sure to bring them 
to the fair — to show them that 

material, but windows to the 

reaffirms a simple yet profound 
truth: despite all the digital 
transformations, the printed 
book retains its own unique 

It is more than just a vessel 

of life, a moment of quiet 
reflection amid the noise of the 

Perhaps this very magic — 
the combination of sensory, 
emotional and intellectual 
engagement — is what ensures 
that the printed book will 
continue to thrive, generation 
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SHABAB OMAN II SAILS 

The Naval Arts Team performed 
traditional maritime folk arts.

The ceremony was attended by 
several ministers, senior military 

from Arab and friendly countries, 

attachés and other distinguished 
guests.

During its seventh international 
voyage, Shabab Oman II will visit 
30 destinations, docking at 24 
ports across 15 countries. It will 
participate in the Bremerhaven 
Sail Festival, Amsterdam Sail 
Festival and the Tall Ships Races, 
along with other maritime 
festivals and celebrations. The 
six-month journey will cover over 
18,000 nautical miles round trip. 
Accompanying the crew are 84 

Forces, other military and security 
services- and the Directorate-
General of Scouts and Girl Guides 
at the Ministry of Education. The 

trainees will undergo a specialised 
programme covering sailing 
techniques, marine navigation, 
astronomy and other skills aimed 
at honing their practical and 

friendship, love and harmony to 
the world.

Shabab Oman II seeks to 
strengthen ties between Oman 
and nations worldwide by 
introducing Omani culture at each 

proud maritime history, ancient 
traditions and modern progress.

It is worth mentioning that the 

Oman programme for sustainable 
peace and cultural dialogue has 
been recognised by the Unesco 
as one of the best practices for 
safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage - an international 
achievement resulting from the 

cross-cultural and civilisational 
communication. — ONA

First heart transplant 
performed in Oman

— ONA
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PAKISTAN EXPECTS 
INDIAN MILITARY 
ACTION SOON

CARDINALS LAY 
GROUNDWORK TALKS 
FOR CONCLAVE

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan said on Wednesday it 
has “credible intelligence” that India intends to 
launch military action soon, as tensions between 
the nuclear-armed neighbours escalate following a 
deadly attack on tourists in Indian Kashmir.

Pakistan said it had “credible intelligence” 
that India intends to carry out military action 
against it in the “next 24-36 hours on the pretext of 
baseless and concocted allegations of involvement 

defence ministries did not respond to requests for 
comment. In a statement early on Wednesday, 
Islamabad said it condemned terrorism in all 
forms and will respond “assuredly and decisively” 
to any military action from India. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
vowed to pursue and punish the Pahalgam 

(CCS), consisting of Modi and his interior, defence, 

on Wednesday, local media reported, its second 
session since the April 22 attack. Modi told his 
military chiefs earlier this week that they have the 

Pahalgam attack. — Reuters

BERLIN:
in-waiting Friedrich Merz cleared 

new government next week when 

coalition deal with his conservative 

strong business background but has no 
governing experience, is set to assume 

of political paralysis in Berlin at a 
time of major geopolitical upheaval.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz to form a 
coalition for the next four years, while 
ruling out any collaboration with the 
far-right Alternative for Germany 

membership approved the deal with 

majority in a vote which ended late 

leadership unanimously approved 

his nomination. Merz has appointed 

is expected to stay on in his job. 
Germany held a general election on 

three-way coalition led by Scholz on 

elected to the White House. Speaking 
on Monday, Merz said Germany 
was ready to “once again assume 
leadership responsibility” in the 

— AFP

VATICAN CITY: A week before the conclave to 
choose a new pope opens, preparatory talks 

out potential candidates — with many hoping 

of the Church” met behind closed doors in their 
seventh meeting since Pope Francis died on April 
21, to discuss what they want from the next leader 

modern world earlier in the week, talk turned on 

atmosphere is very peaceful.” 

133 cardinals will enter the Sistine Chapel to vote 
— AFP

SHORTTAKES

Indian paramilitary troopers stand guard as a 
policeman searches a car, in Srinagar. — AFP

Cardinals Ruben Salazar Gomez (L) and Luis Jose 
Rueda Aparicio leave the general congregation 
meeting in the Vatican. — Reuters

Putin is open to Ukraine 
peace, says Kremlin

PRESIDENT 
Vladimir 
Putin is 
open to 
peace in 
Ukraine 

and intense work is going on with 
the United States, but the conflict 
is so complicated that the rapid 
progress that Washington wants is 
difficult to achieve, the Kremlin said 
on Wednesday. US President Donald 
Trump, who says he wants to be 
remembered as a peacemaker, has 
repeatedly said he wants to end the 
“bloodbath” of the more than three-
year war in Ukraine. But Washington 
has been signalling that it is 
frustrated by the failure of Moscow 
and Kyiv to reach terms to end the 
deadliest land war in Europe since 
World War Two.

“The (Russian) president remains 
open to political and diplomatic 
methods of resolving this conflict,” 
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said. He noted that Putin had 
expressed a willingness for direct 
talks with Ukraine, but that there had 
been no answer yet from Kyiv. After 

Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said 
Ukraine was ready for peace talks in 
any format if Moscow signed up to an 
unconditional ceasefire.

Putin has previously welcomed 

the idea in principle, but said that 
many issues need to be worked out 
in practice before such a ceasefire 
can be agreed. The Kremlin said on 

to be achieved either way, saying 

its aims peacefully. “We understand 
that Washington is willing to achieve 
a quick success in this process,” 
Peskov said in English. But news 
agency TASS quoted Peskov as saying 
that the root causes of the Ukraine 
war were too complex to be resolved 

tens of thousands of troops into 
Ukraine in 2022 triggered the worst 
confrontation between Moscow 
and the West since the 1962 Cuban 
Missile Crisis. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine is ready to 
sign a mineral resources deal with 
the United States and could do so 
later on Wednesday, a Ukrainian 
government source said. “I think 
maybe late evening Kyiv time, the 
deal there can be signed,” the source 
said. — Reuters

Putin has 
previously 
welcomed the 
idea in principle, 
but said that 
many issues need 
to be worked 
out in practice 
before such a 

Kremlin said that 

to be achieved 
either way, 

preference was to 
achieve its aims 
peacefully

PATH CLEAR 
FOR MERZ 

TO LAUNCH 
NEW 

GERMAN 
GOVT NEXT 

WEEK

A rescuer works at a site of a Russian drone strike, in Dnipro, Ukraine. — Reuters

THE HAGUE:

hearings as “part of the systematic persecution and delegitimisation” of 
— AFP

GAZANS SUFFER AMID UNRWA STRUGGLE

VIOLENCE ACT RESUMING PARTICIPATION

Swedish police have arrested a 

shooting at a hair salon, authorities 
said on Wednesday, amid rising 
concern over gang violence in the 
Scandinavian nation. “One person 
has been arrested suspected of 
murder,” police commander Erik 
Akerlund said, with prosecutors 
saying the suspect was 16. — AFP

African nation was suspended from 
the organisation following a coup in 

transition “reviewed the processes and 
found them to be generally successful”, 

immediately resume her participation in 
— AFP
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GUEST ESSAYS 

KEY TO THRIVING 
PERSONALLY AND 
PROFESSIONALLY

OMAN 
has set forth ambitious goals 
for public health, clearly 
outlined in the celebrated 

second-highest priority, immediately after 

The foremost objective emphasises 
achieving sustainable health for society, 

calls for collective action from individuals, 
families, communities, organisations and the 

Citizens are encouraged to lead healthy 
lifestyles through nutritious diets, regular 
exercise, sufficient rest, and abstaining from 
harmful habits, recognising that many health 
conditions are preventable through proactive 

Ministry of Health (MoH) in collaboration 
with the World Health Organization, provides 
citizens with simple, practical guidelines 

The second goal envisions a decentralised 
health system marked by quality, 

Decentralisation aims to bring healthcare 
decision-making closer to regional and local 
levels, making services more responsive, 

quality healthcare must be accessible across 

ensures that citizens have access to clear 
information regarding decisions and resource 

to healthcare services regardless of social 
standing, while accountability mandates 
that officials are answerable for their actions 

decentralising administrative, technical and 

The third strategic priority focuses on 
securing diversified and sustainable funding 

healthcare system has made commendable 
progress, challenges such as an increasing 
population, chronic disease burdens and 
global economic changes demand innovative 

The fourth goal emphasises nurturing 

qualified national talents and promoting 

knowledge-based economy includes 
empowering Omanis to lead advancements in 

The National Health Policy 2025 reinforces 
this objective by stressing the creation 
of a stimulating work environment and 
developing skilled health human resources, 
crucial for achieving self-sufficiency and 

The fifth and final health goal envisions a 
technology-driven healthcare system offering 
high-quality preventive and clinical care 

evolve, Oman aims to integrate advanced 
medical technologies, ensuring resilience, 
efficiency and inclusivity in healthcare 

Ultimately, the quality of public health 
systems is deeply intertwined with the 

visionary governance, is fully committed to 
elevating the well-being of all its citizens and 
residents, building a healthier and a more 

Iraqi farmers turn to 
groundwater for yield

FARMER 
Hadi Saheb 
cannot wait to 
see his wheat 
fields flourish 
in the heart 

of the desert after he tapped into 
groundwater reserves in water-

He is just one of many Iraqis who 
have turned to drilling wells in the 

It is a risky move that threatens 
to deplete the groundwater in a 
nation already battered by frequent 

traditionally stretch along the 
once-mighty Tigris and Euphrates 
-- whose levels have plummeted -- 

“Year after year the drought 
worsens, and the desertification 
intensifies,” said the 46-year-old, 
dressed in a white abaya as a 

So he has turned to groundwater, 
taking advantage of a government 

farmers at a symbolic price of one 

provides subsidised irrigation 
systems and buys their harvest at a 

rely solely on rainfall, Saheb said 
he cultivates 20 times more land 
than before, and his harvest has 

be impossible to continue without 
groundwater, which we cannot 
extract without drilling wells,” he 

Saheb has upgraded his irrigation 

centre-pivot method involving 
equipment rotating in a circle to 

This uses at least 50 per cent less 
water than flooding -- the vastly 
more wasteful traditional way used 
for millennia, in which the land is 

According to the agriculture 

dunums (775,000 hectares) this 
winter using groundwater and 
modern irrigation systems, while 
the rivers watered only two million 

According to Moneim Shahid 

crop yields have been boosted by 
new irrigation methods, tougher 
seeds and fertilisers suitable for 

harvest in Najaf this year of at least 

Last year Iraq had a very good 
harvest, exceeding self-sufficiency 

tonnes of wheat, according to 

Religious institutions such as the 
Imam Hussein Shrine in the city of 
Karbala back the authorities and 

agriculture department said the 
institution, which employs families 
to farm desert areas, is cultivating 

Today, groundwater reservoirs 
help mitigate agricultural losses 
caused by drought, an already 
frequent phenomenon in Iraq that is 

But preserving those resources is 

authorities, said “we should be 
vigilant” in protecting groundwater, 
calling it “a strategic reserve for 

and sprinklers could help regulate 

The Najaf desert lies above 
the Umm El Radhuma and the 
Dammam aquifers, which Iraq 
shares with neighbouring Saudi 

Water levels in both aquifers 
have declined, according to the 
United Nations which has also 
cautioned that aquifers worldwide 
are depleting faster than they can be 

A 2023 UN report warned that 
Saudi Arabia used much of its 
groundwater to grow wheat in the 
desert, depleting more than 80 per 
cent of its resources and forcing 
authorities to stop cultivating wheat 

Sameh al Muqdadi, a water 
politics and climate security expert, 

below the surface, but today wells 
have to be dug 300 metres deep, he 

“People believe that these 

Authorities have no estimates for 

DR BABY THOMAS
baby.thomas@ocmt.edu.om

Asst Professor, 

 
from Iraq

— AFP
SANDHINI 
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OPINION

CÉLINE LE PRIOUX AND FEMKE COLBORNE

 — AFP

Trump faithful applaud 
president at 100-day mark

THIS

BEN TURNER

WITH

— AFP
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OPINION

SUPANTHA MUKHERJEE, MICHAEL KAHN 
AND ELIZABETH HOWCROFT

Some European tech workers who might once have 
headed to the United States are looking at defence 
start-ups closer to home. Others are rushing back 
to Europe from jobs abroad.
A sense of patriotism stirred by the war in Ukraine 

of security alliances is a motivation for many, 
as well as the opportunity to make money as 
European governments boost military spending. 

intelligence. 
Reuters spoke to two dozen AI engineers, 

and defence companies in Europe who said the 

landscape as the United States retreats from its 

defences.
“There are people that are really mission-

focused, and what they want to do in their life is 
to have an impact and not only earn a big salary,” 

AI provider Comand AI.

rebuilding Europe and change the course of 
history for Europe.” There are longstanding ethical 

But the technology appeals to investors: Comand 
AI raised $10 million in a December funding 

focuses on technology to counter autonomous 
drones, raised 10 million euros ($11.4 million) in 
March. Amid intense competition for AI talent, 
Mougeolle said Comand AI has recruited engineers 
and product managers from US-based ChatGPT 
maker OpenAI and data analytics provider 
Palantir Technologies.

Alpine Eagle plans to hire across product, 
engineering, business development and sales as 

terms of defence and also public security, is a huge 
market,” CEO Jan-Hendrik Boelens said.

than in the United States: Glassdoor data shows 

at over $1 billion - pays up to $150,000 per year 
for an AI engineer, compared with $270,000 at 
Palantir or $380,000 at Google. Helsing declined to 
comment for this story. — Reuters

MY 
memories in the United Kingdom 
often recall scenes of Chinese 
students, their dedication to study, 
and their disciplined lifestyle. I 
would often find them immersed 

in reading and research within university 
libraries and laboratories or, when necessary, 

far removed from luxury and its distractions 
that often undermine productivity, especially 
intellectual productivity. Yet, despite these 
scenes I witnessed firsthand, our minds, 
conditioned by years of accumulated 
mental programming from a young age, still 

goods would instinctively avoid anything 
made in China, fearing short product 
lifespans or defects. Our perception of 

to the manufacturing country, and many 
global brands rose in value not solely based 
on quality but also through association with 

produced in extremely limited quantities, 
becoming objects of consumerist obsession, 
driven by a craving for prestige rather than 
genuine utility.

However, this discussion is not about 
the complexities of human psychology, 

blow against China than a miscalculated 

commercial global system under mounting 
pressure.

examination, chief among them the global 

China trade tensions, revelations emerged 
exposing the “myth” of many global brands. 
Chinese manufacturers showcased products 
previously believed to belong exclusively to 
renowned Western factories, only to reveal 
that much of what was sold under famous 
brand names at exorbitant prices was, in fact, 
produced in China. Removing the branding, 
the intrinsic value of many such products 

without any real change in quality.

consumers that much of the global brand 
system floats precariously on the vast 

in many cases, a deliberate illusion crafted 
to drive consumer desires and blind loyalty 
to Western goods. Billions were spent on 

at embedding this association deeply 
into public consciousness, fuelling blind 
consumption.

age effectively began with the economic 

decades of economic isolation and rigid 

reform, and the establishment of special 
economic zones.

divided into three phases. First, from 1978 
to 1992, China built its foundation with a 

from 1992 to 2008, it witnessed explosive 

a boom in heavy industries, engineering, 
electronics and exports to nearly every 

nation, crowned by its accession to the 

from 2008 onward, China emerged as a 
dominant industrial and commercial power, 

a process intensified after the global financial 
crisis of 2008.

Western powers, particularly the United 

containment measures, including the 
widespread propagation of the stereotype 
associating Chinese products with poor 

image into global consciousness. Yet the 

companies, increasingly outsourced 
manufacturing to Chinese factories, both 
openly and covertly.

associated with prestigious Western brands 
are made entirely in China by Chinese 
hands. Western corporations have, over 
the past few decades, largely abandoned 
their manufacturing bases, transferring 
critical industrial capabilities to what is now 

How will global industry and commerce 
evolve amidst an intensifying trade war 
that has exposed the illusions and injustices 
within current systems? What new mental 
images will we form about China as a global 

economic position amid these inevitable 
global transformations?

FOR 
Europe, this is a pivotal 
moment in the fight against 
climate change. With 
extreme weather events 
becoming more frequent 

as temperatures continue to rise, 
the need to act is undeniable. Last 
year was the hottest on record, and 
the first in which global warming 
exceeded (temporarily) the 1.5° 
Celsius threshold established by the 
Paris climate agreement. 

In response, the European Union 

energy targets to wean itself from 

needed to drive the shift from coal, 

energy transition. But while there 
has been considerable progress in 
scaling up renewable energy as a 

accounted for nearly half of all 
power generation in 2024, electricity 
demand is also rising rapidly. 

the electrification of heating and 
cooling systems in buildings mean 
that more electricity is required. 

now consume around 3 per cent of 
electricity supplies, and that figure 
is projected almost to double by 
2030, owing to rising data processing 
and storage demands. In Ireland 
alone, data centres consumed 21 per 

electricity in 2023, surpassing 
urban households (18 per cent). 

grid, foreshadowing similar energy 
challenges across Europe. 

energy goals requires modernising 

Grid congestion – when an overload 
prevents electricity from reaching 
the consumer – already results in 
renewable energy being wasted, 
and thousands of gigawatts of 

in connection queues. Without 

climate ambitions will remain far out 
of reach. 

€33 billion ($37.5 billion) annually in 

experts estimate that modernising 
and expanding the grid will require 
at least €584 billion by 2030. Europe 
therefore must double its annual 
investment to €67 billion, starting 

essential to ensure that renewable 
energy can be transmitted to where 

electrification projects. 

inspiration from its peers. In 
December, the United Kingdom 

that aims to achieve 100 per cent 

£40 billion ($53 billion) in annual 

billion for electricity transmission, 
including £15 billion to increase grid 

Initiative, which focuses on advanced 
transmission technologies to expand 
grid capacity. 

the problem is one of policy, 

permitting and planning processes 

years, even though construction 

with recent estimates indicating 
that Europe will need to double its 
current interconnection capacity 

its climate and energy targets, 
accelerating permitting has 
become an energy security issue. 

streamline permitting processes 
and adopt a coordinated approach 
to grid planning across the entire 
EU. Legislated targets are critical to 
providing visibility for investors and 

improvement is grid optimisation 

should give top priority to grid 
connection requests from the most 
mature projects, and offer clear 
guidance and timelines for system 
operators. Requiring financial 
commitments to reserve allocated 
grid capacity would prevent 
speculation and ensure timely 

example, the European Commission 
should replace the outdated “first 
come, first serve” grid allocation 
model with balanced allocation of 
capacity. 

Beyond policy changes and 
increased financing, Europe must 

(usage optimisation technologies) 
and building new transmission 
lines – are no longer sufficient. 

that can help address congestion, 

(batteries) that can overcome the 

could also enhance existing grid 
infrastructure, alleviating the need 

some cases. 

EMILY NIXON 

The writer is 
ESG and Finance 
Manager at noa, 

built world 
technology fund

The narrative that 

equates to poor 
quality was, in 
many cases, a 
deliberate illusion 

consumer desires 
and blind loyalty to 
Western goods

DR MUAMAR 
BIN ALI AL TOBI

The writer is an 
academic and 

researcher
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AL ZUBAIR TO 
COMPETE IN GT 
WORLD CHALLENGE 
SPRINT SERIES

MUSCAT: 
Faisal al Zubair returns to racing action in the 
2025 GT World Challenge Europe powered by AWS 
this weekend to tackle the opening round of the 
Sprint Series at the nostalgic Brands Hatch circuit 
in southern England.

Al Zubair teams up with Jens Klingmann 
in the Al Manar Racing by Team WRT BMW 
M4 GT3 EVO and faces a 30-car grid with 10 
manufacturers represented. The entry is the largest 

since 2017. The entry for the pair of one-hour races 
on Sunday is made up of Pro, Gold and Silver Cup 
runners with the Bronze Cup entrants starting 
their campaign later this month at Zandvoort.

Al Zubair said: “I am really looking forward 
to the weekend. I think there is a lot to be excited 

World Challenge Sprint Series. That will be a 
challenge in itself. I hear the pit stops are as fast as 
possible, so that can win or lose you the race.

“There are a lot of factors in the Sprint series 
that need to be taken into account. The last time 
for me at Brands Hatch was in 2016, so nine years 
ago, a long time. I am looking forward to being 

Jens Klingmann, I hope we can come back with 

That will be our target for this race weekend. The 
competition is very tough, but we are looking 
forward to it.”

Competition for Al Manar Racing by Team 
WRT in the Gold Cup category comes from last 

duo of Paul Evrard and Gilles Magnus, the Tresor 
Attempto Racing Audi R8 LMS GT3, Emil Frey 

Saturday morning (May 3) and this precedes an 
hour of pre-qualifying and the short qualifying 
session, starting at 16.35hrs.

Race one takes centre stage on the British circuit 
at 11.00 hrs on Sunday (May 4) with race two 

timetable with McLaren Trophy, Equipe Libre and 
Mini 7s/Miglia entrants.

GRID

Al Faisal al Zubair returns to racing action in the 
2025 GT World Challenge Europe powered by AWS.

Seeb romp to seventh 
straight volleyball shield
AHMED AL KAABI 

Seeb were crowned champions of the 2024-
25 Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth 

held under the auspices ofDr Ahmed bin 
Salim al Mandhari, Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Health for Planning and Health 
Regulation.

their dominance in the tournament, 

outstanding performance of their players 
under the guidance of both the coaching 

In the third-place match, Al Salam 

Bashayer in a match that was marked by 

set.

and with high intensity. Seeb opened the 

Hilal al Muqbali, followed by a second 
point from their foreign player Artem. 
Sami al Jadeedi quickly responded for 

Seeb continued to apply pressure, 
with Saud al Maamari scoring the third 
point, followed by another error from Al 

extended the gap to 5-2. 

Ibeid tried to close the gap, Saud al 

teams exchanged points until the score 

Maamari standing out.
Seeb capitalised on an error by Huth al 

showed determination and managed to 

regained control thanks to the trio of 
Bogdan, Artem and Al Maamari. Despite 

both teams.

DOMINATING FASHION
The second set began in dominating 

fashion for Seeb, who scored six 

to organise their play. Seeb maintained 
their technical superiority with powerful 

mistakes, building a 20-10 lead. Artem 
continued to shine and closed the set 25-12 
for Seeb with a commanding all-around 
display.

start, with Huth al Jalboobi scoring 

through Bogdan, and although Christian 

the score. Saud al Maamari then added 

Ibeid managed to narrow the gap twice, 
bringing the score to 5-4, but Artem kept 
the lead for Seeb.

Excitement grew as both teams traded 
points, with standout performances from 
Adam al Jalboobi, Saud al Maamari and 
Khamis al Jabri for Seeb, who extended 

come back, Seeb maintained composure 
and control, ultimately winning the set 25-
21 and the championship title.

— Abdulwahid al Hamadani

WALEED AL JAHWARI 

The Oman Camel Racing 

Racing Championship, which will 
take place at Al Wathba Camel 
Racing Track in the UAE capital of 

become a continental celebration 
of heritage sport, gathering camel 

The Asian Camel Racing 

Asian championship which will 
witness both races, human and 
robot riders.

The traditional competitions 
categories: male and female in two rounds, while female will 

compete in a single round.

All participants must be 

The participants must be at 

federations and pass both 

The championship will only 

years old. 
All camels must be in good 

health, and not prohibited in the 
federation race system. Camels 
must be equipped with electronic 
ID chips. 

The host federation will supply 
camels to participants from 

non-GCC nations. The ACRF 

for all participants, and the host 
federation will bear the costs of 

and local transportation. The 
championship will honour 

bronze medals will be presented 
to the top three winners and cash 
prizes for the top 10.

race cup, and the federation with 
the highest total points will be 
awarded with a championship 
trophy.

All participants are required to 

sports attire as mandated by the 
ACRF.

Asian championship in Abu Dhabi.
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Dembele strikes as PSG 
blank Arsenal in CL semis

PARIS 
SAINT-GERMAIN seized 
the advantage in their 
Champions League semifinal 
against Arsenal as Ousmane 
Dembele sealed a 1-0 win in 

the first leg on Tuesday.
Dembele struck in the opening minutes at 

held on to the lead with a composed display 
that kept Arsenal at bay.

PSG will head into the second leg at the 
Parc des Princes on May 7 as favourites to 
reach the final against Barcelona or Inter 
Milan as they look to win the tournament 
for the first time. But the French champions 
should take nothing for granted given their 
history of epic European collapses.

“We showed the kind of team we are. We 
tried to play our way and scored the goal early 
playing that way,” PSG boss Luis Enrique said.

“We suffered sometimes but could have 
scored the second goal. The second match is 
going to be very tough.

“The result means a little advantage for us. 
We can go to the final but there is still one 
match.”

matches was a painful blow to their own bid 
to win a first Champions League crown.

the semifinals a “beautiful story”.
The last chapter might make for frustrating 

and buried just yet.

time and we have a big chance to be in the 
final,” the Gunners boss said.

“We struggled in the first 15 minutes to get 
momentum and dominance, but in the end 
I was disappointed not to get a draw at least. 

The Gunners had beaten holders Real 
Madrid 5-1 on aggregate to reach their first 
Champions League semifinal since losing to 
Manchester United in 2009.

They could not replicate the swaggering 
display that blew Madrid away 3-0 in the first 
leg, despite a frenzied atmosphere as kick-off 
approached.

pre-match huddle in the tunnel, Declan Rice 
implored his team-mates to give everything 

But PSG had already eliminated Premier 
League champions Liverpool in the last 16 
and Aston Villa in the quarter-finals, after 
coming back from two goals down to beat 
Manchester City in the league phase. Arsenal 
were the one English side they had failed 
to conquer, losing 2-0 in north London in 
October.

However, PSG were without the influential 
Dembele for disciplinary reasons on that 
occasion and Luis Enrique insisted his side 
were “more complete” seven months on.

OUT-GUNNED
Dembele took just four minutes to prove 

the point as the France star started and 
finished a ruthless raid.

Taking possession in the centre circle, 
Dembele worked the ball out to Khvicha 
Kvaratskhelia and the Georgian drove at 
Jurrien Timber with intent.

Dembele had carried on his run into the 

weighted pass picked him out for a clinical 
finish that went in off the far post.

Having seized the momentum, Dembele 
was proving hard for Arsenal to handle, his 
clever run and pass reaching Desire Doue 
for a low strike that David Raya saved at full 
stretch. 

Arsenal had been out-gunned but they 
should have equalised just before half-time 

found Gabriel Martinelli, whose shot was 
superbly saved by Gianluigi Donnarumma. 
Arsenal thought they had drawn level two 

minutes into the second half when Mikel 

but their celebrations were premature as VAR 
disallowed the goal for offside against the 
Spain midfielder.

Leandro Trossard was inches away from 

into the PSG area for a shot that Donnarumma 
brilliantly tipped away.

Feeling the shift in the balance of power, 
PSG looked to take the sting out of the game 
by playing at a slower pace.

The tactic almost worked to perfection 
when Bradley Barcola sauntered through, 
but with just Raya to beat he dragged his shot 
wide of the far post.

It was a woeful miss, leaving Luis Enrique 
holding his head in disbelief. The PSG coach 
found himself in the exact same stunned pose 
moments later when Goncalo Ramos fired 
against the bar from close range as another 

late on went begging. — AFP

JEDDAH: Al Ahli secured a 
3-1 win over 10-man Al Hilal 
to win the battle of the Saudi 
Pro League sides in Jeddah on 
Tuesday, booking a place in 

Champions League Elite (ACL) 
to keep their dream of a first 
continental title alive.

Goals from Roberto Firmino 
and Ivan Toney in the ninth and 
27th minutes respectively, gave 

lead before Salem al Dawsari 
reduced the deficit three 
minutes from the interval. 

A second yellow card for 
defender Kalidou Koulibaly left 
the four-times champions down 
to 10 men for the last 30 minutes 
and Al Hilal crashed out despite 
a late penalty save by Yassine 
Bounou from Franck Kessie as 
Feras al Brikan netted a late 
third.

“It was a fantastic evening, 
I am so, so proud of each of 
the players and what we were 
doing as a unit and as a unit I 
mean with the fans here in the 

stadium as well. It was a totally 
deserved win. “We knew it 
would be a hard fight against Al 

how we dealt with that.” said 
Jaissle.

Al Ahli have never won the 
Asian title, losing in the final 

either compatriots Al Nassr or 

decider. The pair face off in the 
second semifinal on Wednesday.

 The home side went ahead 

ball from inside his own half 
released Galeno down the 

time centre was steered in by 
Firmino as he arrived in the six-
yard box at pace. Al Ahli were 
dominating and their pressure 

paid off in the 27th minute, 
although their celebrations were 
briefly put on hold.

pass released Toney behind the 
defence and he rolled the ball 
home after rounding Bounou 
but, while the assistant referee 
had raised his flag for offside, a 
VAR review awarded the goal to 
the delight of the Al Ahli fans. 
With three minutes remaining 
in the half, Al Hilal pulled one 
back, despite being second-best 
throughout the first 45 minutes.

Firmino and Galeno both 
hit the post with Al Ahli 
seeking a third and, when 
Hamad al Tuhayfan brought 
down Mahrez, Kessie saw his 

Bounou. 
Substitute Al Brikan 

eventually scored the third 
for Al Ahli seven minutes 

desperation to equalise grew, 
delighting the home fans at 
the King Abdullah Sports City 
Stadium. — Reuters

Al Ahli players celebrate their third goal. — Reuters

SWIATEK RECOVERS 
AGAINST KEYS TO 
REACH SEMIS

NARINE CONTINUES 
TO DELIVER THE 
GOODS FOR KOLKATA

MADRID: Iga Swiatek kept her Madrid Open 
title defence alive, as she avenged her Australian 
Open defeat to Madison Keys with a 0-6, 6-3, 6-2 

Wednesday.

second-seeded Swiatek recovered from a poor 
opening set to improve her clean record on clay 
against Keys to 4-0 and reach a third consecutive 

Keys knocked out the Pole on her way to a 
maiden Grand Slam title in Melbourne three 
months ago and seemed to have cracked the 
Swiatek code when she handed her a bagel in the 

cut down on her errors and struck back to book a 

“It was one of the weirdest matches I played,” 
said Swiatek on court. “Madi was playing perfectly 
at the beginning. I just tried to play a bit shorter, 
put the ball in. I just stayed in there.”

Swiatek is famous for dishing out 6-0 sets and 

champion to be on the receiving end of one. 

Arnaldi earned multiple top-20 wins in one event 

Frances Tiafoe 6-3, 7-5 to move into the Madrid 

take on Jack Draper or Tommy Paul for a place in 
— AFP

NEW DELHI: Sunil Narine turns 37 next month 
and has been a key player for Kolkata Knight 
Riders for more than a decade but the Trinidadian 

delivering a match-winning performance in the 
Indian Premier League on Tuesday.

Narine made his Kolkata debut in 2012, quickly 
impressing with his pinch-hitting ability and spin 
bowling; and both were on full display when he 
scored a breezy 27 and took 3-29 in a 14-run win 

Chasing 205, hosts Delhi were cruising at 130-3 

the match on its head.
The spinner dismissed Axar Patel (43) and Faf 

du Plessis (62) and got rid of the dangerous Tristan 

franchise,” Kolkata captain Ajinkya Rahane said 

working really hard, coming early for the practice 
sessions, bowling for hours and hours in the nets.”

Narine also ran out Capitals batter KL Rahul 
with a direct throw and was the obvious choice for 
player of the match. — Reuters

MADRIDOPEN

— AFP

— Reuters

— AFP
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SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS 

Faisal Al Ajmi
MUSCAT, April 30

The 16th OER Business Summit, held at the 
Sheraton Oman Hotel on Wednesday, brought 
together government and industry leaders to 
address the economic and human resource agenda 
of the country in line with Oman Vision 2040.

The Summit was attended by Shaikh Salim bin 
Mustahail al Mashani and graced by HH Sayyid 
Mohammed bin Thuwaini al Said as chief guest. 

economic ambitions.
In his opening statement, UMS Deputy CEO 

Said al Maashani said the Omani GDP would 
grow by 3.4 per cent in 2025 and surpass the 

2040 stands.
GDP is set to grow by 1.9 per cent at constant 

prices by Q3 2024, according to the National 
Centre for Statistics and Information (NCSI). 
Revenue has already recorded a rise to RO 12.67 

0.64 billion.
In addition to supporting international trust 

in the path of Oman, S&P Global Ratings recently 

with a stable outlook. Foreign direct investment 
also jumped to RO 26.6 billion as of Q3 end 2024, 
marking an increase of 16.2 per cent year on year.

The Summit featured insightful keynote 

investment, and human capital, including 
Alkesh Joshi, EY Oman Tax Partner and MENA 
Sustainability Tax Leader; Reem al Taie from the 
Oman Investment Authority; and Wisal al Rashdi, 
HR Manager at WUJHA Development. Their 

taking place across sectors to align with the Oman 

private sector empowerment, and workforce 
development.

brought together top executives and government 

of Energy and Minerals, ASYAD, Invest Oman, 
Jindal Steel Sohar, and Crowe Oman. Moderated 
by UMS Group Editor Mayank Singh, the dialogue 

and talent development are essential to realising 

SHORTTAKE

The Summit featured insightful keynote addresses 

human capital development.

Oman announces 3rd green 
hydrogen auction round
BUSINESS REPORTER

THE 
Sultanate of Oman 
has launched its third 
green hydrogen auction 
round, marking a new 
chapter in its strategy to 

become a leading global hub for 
green hydrogen production and 
export. Designed and orchestrated 
by Hydrom, the third auction 

fast-growing hydrogen ecosystem 
and participate in building a 

green hydrogen economy.
Building on the success of 

third round incorporates lessons 
learned to optimise bidder 
participation and enhance 

of up to 300 square kilometres 

square kilometres. Bidders will 

market requirements. Bidders 

preparation period of nine months 
from the launch of the Request 

to producing green hydrogen 

may also explore the sale of 
surplus renewable electricity 

framework.
Eng Abdulaziz bin Said al 

Shaithani, Managing Director 

Through an integrated approach 
that combines land allocation, 
common-use infrastructure, 
regulatory frameworks, and 
export corridors, we are building 

that enables scalable, bankable 

The strong market response 

a growing demand for credible, 

Round 3, we are expanding 
this platform to create greater 
opportunities for a broader pool of 

our commitment to meet global 
energy transition priorities.”

common-use infrastructure, a 
stable regulatory framework, and 
strategic proximity to key demand 
centres in Europe and Asia. 

2,000-kilometre hydrogen pipeline 
as well as the establishment of 

export corridor linking Oman to 
the Netherlands and Germany and 
onwards to Europe.

a cornerstone of its commitment 

emissions by 2050 and securing at 
least 30 per cent of its power mix 
from renewables by 2030. To date, 

in Al Duqm and Dhofar through 

commitments targeting a 
combined production capacity of 

green hydrogen by 2030. 

energy, position Oman among the 

ready hydrogen ecosystems 
globally.

The auction process 
commenced recently with the 

proposals in early 2026, with 

Bidders wishing to participate 
are encouraged to register 

hydrom.om.

MUSCAT: The Public 

Authority has announced the 

discounts on electricity 
consumption bills for the 

months, starting from May 
and continuing until the end of 

electricity consumption unit 
price brackets for the year 
2025 without any changes.

The discount rates for 
the month of May will be 
distributed as follows: 

bill amount; subscribers in applied to subscribers in 

The discount rates will 
increase during the months 
of June, July, and August, 

The Authority has directed 
the licensed companies to 
commit to not disconnecting 

subscribers under the basic 
account category during 
the summer months. It also 

option to pay electricity bill 
dues in instalments during 
this period, in accordance 

framework, to ensure the 

and to enhance the protection 

the peak demand period 
caused by rising summer 
temperatures. The Authority 
urged those who meet the 
eligibility requirements to 
register their information in 
the National Support System 

— ONA

BUSINESS REPORTER

Reinforcing its commitment to 
unlocking the full potential of 

signed a strategic partnership 

become the largest industrial salt 

The agreement was signed by 

Eng Mattar bin Salim al Badi, CEO 
of MDO, and Hirendrasingh Jhala, 

presence of Ibtisam bint Ahmed al 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry 

took place in collaboration with the 

Strategically located in the 

concession area along the Arabian 

on ideal conditions for solar 

Port further strengthens its export 

markets, particularly those relying 
on inputs such as bromine, caustic 

utilise sustainable, solar-powered 

high-purity bromine-rich industrial 
salt.

Speaking on the occasion, 

pleased to support this partnership, 
which stands as a practical 

Eng Mattar al Badi, CEO of 
MDO, added: “Naqa Salt represents 

mining sector, establishing the 

grade industrial salt production. 

natural sabkha formations, the 

thinking, eco-conscious approach 

industrial salt expected to exceed 
372 million tonnes by 2027, the 

as a future-leading producer in the 
region.

APSR announces electricity discounts for summer

 — ONA

ENG ABDULAZIZ 
BIN SAID AL 
SHAITHANI

 Managing Director 
of Hydrom
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OMRAN, MHD 

NIVAS LUXURY 
RESORT IN OMAN
BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, APRIL 30

Oman Tourism Development Company (OMRAN 
Group), in strategic partnership with Mohsin 
Haider Darwish (MHD Group), has announced 
the development of a hyper-luxury resort in 

the Sultanate as a premier destination on the 

for nothing less than to set a new benchmark for 

This visionary development is a testament to 

meaningful, immersive, and non-traditional travel 

Hashil bin Obaid al Mahrouqi, CEO of 

natural heritage in creating high-value tourism 

be the partner of choice for leading investors and 
hospitality operators, contributing to sustainable 

Located amidst the untouched beauty of 

couture sensibility, this ultra-luxurious boutique 

restaurant, delivering world-class culinary 
experiences that celebrate authenticity and 

prioritising private spa suites designed for 

Lujaina bint Mohsin Darwish, Chairperson of 
MHD-ITICS, stated: “This strategic partnership 
with OMRAN Group is part of our vision for a 

of this one-of-a-kind project, that fuses innovation, 
environmental stewardship and exceptional guest 
experiences, while at the same time lends to the 

The resort will be operated by Van de Bunt 
International (VDBI), the boutique hospitality 
group behind The Outpost brand, known for 
curating high-end, nature-integrated retreats in 

of the uniqueness of this development, the group 

SHORTTAKES

Representatives of Omran Group and MHD at the 
signing

RO 100 million worth 
pacts to boost logistics 

HIBBA AL KINDI

The 1st Oman Maritime, Ports 
and Energy Forum concluded 
here yesterday, April 30, 2025 
under the auspices of Eng 
Said bin Hamoud al Maawali, 
Minister of Transport, 
Communications and 
Information Technology.

The forum under the theme, 
“Exploring Commercial 
Opportunities to Drive Maritime 
Trade,” has been organised by 
Ship Energy and Asyad Group. 
It was attended by several key 
officials and dignitaries.

In his keynote address, the 
Director General of Ports and 
Marine Affairs at the Ministry 
of Transport, Communication 
and Information Technology, 
Muhanna Moosa Baqer, 
highlighted the significance of 
the event. 

“This forum is important 
and timely on a number of 
counts. Firstly, it highlights the 
ambitions of Oman Vision 2040, 

economic, technological, and 
human potential in the field of 
logistics and moving forward 

in harnessing the potential of 

resources and production of 
renewable energy.” Baqer added: 
“The world is on the cusp of a 
profound energy revolution, and 
Oman is intent on realising its 
potential to catalyse the changes 

the advantages of geographical 
location beyond the busy 
Strait of Hormuz and Bab El 
Mandab. Its ports give access 
to over two hundred shipping 
lanes, offering direct links into 
markets in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
and The Americas.” 

Stella Kloth, Ambassador of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
to Oman, highlighted the 
significance of knowledge 

transfer and bilateral 
cooperation. “When dealing 
with issues like climate change 
and the energy transition, 
sharing knowledge and 
cooperation is vital to achieve 
desired results and to create 
possibilities for innovation. 
Innovation can provide new 
opportunities and solutions to 
limit climate change and reduce 
the effects of it. Innovation can 
also help us in reducing the 
impact and make the maritime 
sector more sustainable and 
future proof. And this aligns 
seamlessly with the Oman 
Vision 2040 and with the 
sustainable development goals, 
and particularly SDG number 
nine, which stipulates that 

nations must build resilient 
infrastructure, promote 
inclusive and sustainable 
industrialisation and foster 
innovation,” she said.

Ambassador Kloth added, 
“One major path for innovation 
in the maritime sector is the 
adoption of sustainable fuels 
and energy sources. This shift 
not only helps reduce the impact 
of climate change but also 
creates new opportunities for 
the export of sustainable fuels. 
By sharing our knowledge, we 
can accelerate the transition 
toward more sustainable fuels 
and energy sources, while 
also opening up new export 
possibilities.” 

The forum included multiple 
panels and keynote speeches 
discussing various aspects of 
maritime trade and energy. In 
addition to various specialised 
workshops.

It concluded with a visit to the 
Margherita Cosulich bunkering 
tanker in Port Sultan Qaboos.

According to officials, over 
200 participants from 70 global 
institutions in the maritime and 
energy sectors took part in the 
forum.

BUSINESS REPORTER

OMAN 
marked Logistics Day 2025 
with the signing of eighteen 
major investment agreements 
exceeding RO 100 million 
in total value. The event, 

held at Al Bustan Palace Hotel under the 
auspices of Sayyid Saud bin Hilal al Busaidy, 
Governor of Muscat, highlighted the 

logistics sector under the theme “Logistics 
Technologies and Investment.” During the 
ceremony, Eng Abdullah bin Ali al Busaidy, 
Acting Head of Oman Logistics Center at 
the Ministry of Transport, Communications 
and Information Technology, emphasised 
the critical role of the logistics sector in 
supporting and diversifying the national 
economy. He stated that the logistics sector is 
a vast and integrated system encompassing 
road networks, ports, land border crossings, 
airports, logistics zones, transport activities 
and storage infrastructure. 

It plays a pivotal role in facilitating 
economic and service-related activities 
across the nation.

He further noted that the ministry 
aims for logistics to become the second-
largest contributor to the national GDP, 
positioning it as a key pillar in achieving 
Oman Vision 2040. The sector contributed 
approximately RO 2.25 billion to the GDP in 
2024, representing 5.9 per cent of the total. 
Investments in the logistics sector reached 
around RO 2.3 billion in 2024, with forecasts 
indicating a projected contribution of RO 36 
billion by 2040.

Eng Al Busaidy outlined the four main 
pillars of the Logistics Sector Strategy 2040: 
Market Development, Trade Facilitation, 
Employment and Omanisation, and Logistics 
Technology. The Market Development pillar 
focuses on achieving targeted shares in land, 
sea and air transport markets. The Trade 
Facilitation pillar aims to revolutionise 
customs and shipping procedures across 
all entry points and improve supply 
chain efficiency. The Employment and 
Omanisation pillar centres on regulatory 
reforms, training programs, and localisation 
of jobs. The Logistics Technology pillar seeks 
to encourage companies to adopt advanced 
technologies to increase competitiveness 
and align with regional market demands.

Among the notable investment deals 
signed were infrastructure developments at 
Sohar Port, including the establishment of 
a dedicated LNG jetty by Six Construct LLC 
Oman Branch and dredging operations led 
by Boskalis International Oman Branch. WSP 
Global – Oman branch will provide project 
management and site supervision for the 

LNG bunkering terminal.

gateway also attracted significant foreign 
investment. Rakesh Pandey Gold LLC 
will develop a world-class gold refinery, 
while Tharwat Al Khaleej International 
will establish an innovation-driven drone 
research and training centre. Additional 
agreements cover bonded warehouse 
development, advanced manufacturing, and 
the operation of the airport hotel for twelve 
years by Zahara Airport Services LLC.

In Suhar, Lonestar Alpha Laboratories 
and Al Alami Laboratories will expand lab 
capacity at the logistics hub to enhance food 
and product safety services. Meanwhile, 
Al Madina Logistics and Global Integrated 
Equipment Company will invest in a 
modern truck fleet in Al Duqm to serve the 
energy sector, specifically for PDO, with an 
emphasis on fuel efficiency and safety.

Other agreements included a new 
integrated public transport station in 
the Wilayat of Liwa, Al Batinah North 
Governorate, a digital logistics platform 
(Darbi) to support truck drivers, and a 
ship refuelling service at Sultan Qaboos 

Development Bank and SME-focused 
initiatives were also launched to bolster 
emerging logistics ventures.

commitment to building a world-
class logistics ecosystem. By aligning 
infrastructure development with advanced 
technologies and sustainable practices, 
the Sultanate is positioning itself as a 
competitive player in regional and global 
supply chains.

Omani and Chinese R&D entities to study hydrogen liquefaction
CONRAD PRABHU

The Sustainable Energy Research 
Centre (SERC), a prominent Omani 
research facility based at Sultan 
Qaboos University (SQU), has 
announced a partnership with 

Technology Co Ltd, with the aim of 
identifying technologies that will 
enable the liquefaction of green 
hydrogen for export.

SinoScience, headquartered in the 
Chinese province of Henan, oversees 
a network of research institutes 

operating in a number of Chinese 
cities. The company specialises 
in the research and development, 
manufacturing, and industrial 
chain operation of key technologies 
and core equipment in the field of 
cryogenics, including hydrogen and 
helium liquefaction. 

Under a consultancy study 
signed by the two sides recently, 
SERC will partner with the Chinese 

“(SinoScience) is interested 
in further strengthening the 

collaboration with SERC-SQU, 
particularly in research related 
to hydrogen liquefaction. We are 

excited about the opportunities 
this collaboration will bring and 
look forward to a successful and 
impactful partnership,” SERC 
noted in a post. Effective and cost-
competitive hydrogen liquefaction 
technologies hold the key to 
strongly positioning an aspiring 
green hydrogen producer, such 
as the Sultanate of Oman, in the 
international export market. 

Shipping green hydrogen in its 
liquid state presents significant 
challenges due to its physical and 
chemical properties. To liquefy 
hydrogen, it must be cooled to 

an extremely low temperature 
of -253°C, just 20 degrees above 
absolute zero, which requires 
substantial energy input and 
advanced cryogenic infrastructure. 
Even in this state, liquid hydrogen 
has a low energy density by volume 
compared to conventional fuels, 
meaning larger storage volumes 
or more frequent shipments are 
necessary to transport the same 
amount of energy. Additionally, 
the materials used in containment 
must also withstand embrittlement 
caused by hydrogen exposure and 
extreme cold. 

to Oman
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OPINION

SEIZING ON 
RETREATING DOLLAR, 
CHINA RAMPS UP 
YUAN PUSH

SAMUEL SHEN, TOM WESTBROOK

As Chinese President Xi Jinping toured 
Southeast Asia to strengthen ties amid 

record surge in cross-border yuan payments, 

independent of the West and US banking 

has strengthened its cross-border payment 
system CIPS and encouraged companies to 

recession and China gains the upper hand 

— Reuters

Construction output drops 
despite planning reforms

SOME 
experts believe that Islamic 
banks in the region have 
not achieved the desired 
economic development in most 
Arab and Islamic countries. 

However, they contribute to some important 
commercial aspects and still have significant 
untapped potential. This answer prompts us 
to discuss the matter, which many hope will 
achieve further positive developments in 
existing economies, provide greater support 
to commercial and industrial communities 
in the region, and help promote sustainable 
development. Some see the need for these 
banks to support industrial projects, in 
addition to contributing to the establishment 
of more commercial ones and supporting 
youth projects, and promoting them in 
industry so that there will be no total reliance 
on imported products and goods. Everyone 
knows that Islamic banks play a pivotal role 
in achieving a balance between financial 
activity and adherence to ethical and 
religious values   in societies, particularly in 
the Islamic world.

Meanwhile, relevant authorities must 
provide Islamic banks with the opportunity 
to compete fiercely with conventional banks 
and support their staff with the necessary 
expertise and competencies. This requires 
a greater role for banking experts in this 
important sector, which strives to avoid, 

as much as possible, confusing what is 
permissible and what is forbidden, and avoid 
operating in dubious sectors. Undoubtedly, 
these matters also depend on the nature of 

policies, and the extent to which Islamic 
banks adhere to their principles.  As we know 
the Islamic banks, in their daily operations 
operate within Islamic laws that rely on 
financing formulas based on participation 
(such as mudaraba and musharakah), which 
encourages project financing rather than 
consumption. Over the past decades, they 
have succeeded in attracting a segment of 
the population who had previously avoided 
conventional banks for religious reasons and 
in their efforts to achieve financial inclusion. 

During some previous crises, Islamic banks 
performed relatively well during the 2008 
global financial crisis due to their avoidance 
of complex products and derivatives, 
demonstrating resilience during such crises. 
However, Islamic banks still face numerous 
challenges, including a lack of genuine 
commitment to Islamic principles. It has 
been shown that these banks sometimes use 
Islamic financing formulas only nominally, 
without any fundamental difference from 
conventional interest-based loans. They also 
suffer from a lack of financial innovation, 
meaning that they often copy conventional 
products rather than developing new 

 — Reuters

financing instruments that take development 
into account. 

Today, they must increase their focus on 
long-term financing, rather than short-term, 
to enable institutions to engage in long-
term productive development projects. This 
requires Islamic banks to shift their focus 
from financing real estate and consumer 
goods to financing productive projects 
and supporting small and medium-sized 
enterprises. 

These issues require providing Islamic 
banks with qualified personnel and 
increasing awareness of these issues among 
employees and customers. Today, there are 
several major Islamic banks in the region, 
such as Al Rajhi Bank and Bank Albilad, 
Kuwait Finance House - established in 

commercial Islamic bank (1975), Qatar 
Islamic Bank (QIB), along with Bahrain 
Islamic Bank, all of which have a long history 
of supporting the local economies with 
Sharia-compliant products.

We in the Sultanate of Oman must benefit 
from the experiences of these institutions 

projects. Our Islamic banking experience is 
now entering its third decade, and we need 
more expertise to activate the activities of 
these institutions and engage in long-term 
development projects.

CONSTRUCTION 
activity in 
the UK has 
suffered 
a further 
decline 

and confidence is low despite Minister Angela 

from the Office for Budget Responsibility 
(OBR).

introducing broad changes to planning rules 

sector an extra boost. Its planning reforms 
have also won the approval of the fiscal 
watchdog, which upgraded growth forecasts 
for 2026 and the years thereafter.

But optimism is yet to spread to 
construction firms, which have seen the 
fastest reduction in employment numbers in 

showed that activity has seen a downturn 
for the third month in a row as it posted a 
figure of 46.4 for March, below the 50-figure 
benchmark that indicates an overall increase 
in output compared to the previous month.

Confidence across the sector also fell to its 

poor economic outlook has weighed down on 
business prospects. Civil engineering was the 
weakest sub-sector as the rate of contraction 
was at its fastest pace since October 2020. 
Economics director at S&P Global Tim 
Moore said construction at large was facing 
headwinds from delayed decisions on major 
projects.

He said: “March data highlighted a 
challenging month for UK construction 
companies as sharply reduced order volumes 
continued to weigh on overall workloads.” 
Spiralling employment costs, exacerbated 

insurance tax raid, are also taking a hit on the 
sector.

“A lack of new projects, alongside pressure 
on margins from rising payroll costs, led to 
hiring freezes and the non-replacement of 
departing staff in March,” Moore said. “The 
net result was the fastest pace of job shedding 
across the construction sector for nearly four-
and-a-half years.” The government is relying 
on the sector to help it achieve its target of 
building 1.5m homes in the next four years. 
It has also made significant investments in 
national infrastructure projects central to 
its mission to deliver growth. But the latest 
data on construction will send a warning 
to government officials who are feeling 
buoyant after planning reforms have gained 

credibility.
In the Spring Statement, Reeves acknowledged 

that she will no longer be able to meet the 

homes by the end of this parliament, pointing to the 
OBR downgrading cumulative net additions to UK 
housing stock to 1.3m.

Framework was the one bright spot in an otherwise 
bleak emergency Budget – with the OBR predicted 
planning reforms would yield 170,000 new homes, 
boosting growth by 0.2 per cent a year.

But the difficulty here is that at present the UK 

homes. To solve this, Labour has worked with the 
Construction Industry Training Board (CITB) and 
the National House-Building Council (NHBC), who 

of construction workers. This will result in 32 

local areas that need more housing” and ultimately 
deliver 5,000 more construction apprentices a year.

Yet, there are two problems. Firstly, the hubs 

as the Construction Industry Training Board 
(CITB) chief executive, Tim Balcon, said: “Under 

additional 152,000 workers will need to be found.” 

million additional construction workers we need to 
meet all forecasted construction demand through 
to 2028”. While admirable, 5,000 apprentices by the 
end of this parliament will not plug a vacancy gap of 
402,000 workers, or deliver 1.3 to 1.5m homes.

During some 
previous crises, 

performed 

crisis due to 
their avoidance 

products and 
derivative

ANDY JALIL

HAIDER AL 
LAWATI
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CLASSIFIEDS

PLANNING Engineer, 
PMP. Indian male 11 
years experience in 
Construction Projects.
Well versed with 

strong communication 
skills, Interpersonal 
skills, EDT Claims, 
Recovery schedules, 
project control. 
Having Omani Driving 
Licence. 
Contact: 78002582 
Email: 
engineer4planning@ 
gmail.com

INDIAN male 14 years 
experience light/ 
heavy driver. 
Looking for suitable 
opening currently 
in Oman. Contact: 
77050986/ 91280205, 
email: kokkadmou@
gmail.com

SRI LANKAN
Male — (CGMA 
ACMA+ 
CPA+BBA) Asst. 
Finance 
Manager/ Chief 
Accountant, 
12+ Experience 
in Oman & 
GCC, Expert in 
Finan. Reporting 
(MIS), VAT, 

Budget, AR AP 
Recon, IFRS, 
Payroll, Banking. 
Contact: 
78773250. 
Email: ali.
mohamedown@
gmail.com 

Indian male 
(Mechanical 
Engineering) 
with 3 years 
experience in 
Diesel engine 
works (Gensets/ 
Engines), 
2 years in 
Machine 
Maintenance, 
seeks job. 
Contact: 
78022420

ACCOUNTANT with 
overs 6 years of 
experience Detail-
Oriented Financial 
Professional: Expert 
in Accounting, Audit 
Prep and Expense 
Management. Contact: 
+968 78320801, 
Ready to join 
immediately.

CHIEF accountant, 

years experience in 

auditing, budgeting, 

reconcilation, payroll. 
Seeking a full/ part 
time position in a 
senior role. 93988825 .
.........................

INDIAN Female, 
M-Tech in 
Environmental 
Engineering, B-Tech 
in Civil Engineering. 
7 years of Teaching 
experience as Asst. 
Professor, 2 years 
of professional 
experience in civil 
construction and soil 
investigation.  
Seeking suitable job, 
now in Muscat. 
Contact: 95136664, 
79620397
Email: 
mayakrish.1804@
gmail.com

A SUDANESE resident 
in Salalah, BSc of 
administrative sciences 
with 21 years of 

of (sales/ management/ 

Contact: +968 98510880.

INDIAN Male 
/CPA, CMA, 
CA Finalist  & 
BCOM/ 10+ years 
of Experience/
Currently 
Working 
as Finance 
Manager, 
Looking 
for Senior 
Management 
Roles in Finance. 
Contact: 
78611653.
Email: 
jobcpacma@
gmail.com

ACCOUNTS/  
Finance: Indian 
male (MBA Fin) 
having more 
than 19 years of 
experience in 
Oman accounts & 

for suitable 
placement, NOC 
available and can 
join immediately. 
Contact: 92076716

ACCOUNTANT with 
5 years expertise in 
Accounts Payable, 
Receivables, 
Financial Reporting, 
VAT, Payroll, 
and Bank & Cash 
Reconciliation. 
Actively looking for 
new opportunities. 
Contact: 79791746 
Email: 
Ibrahimsaw52@
gmail.com

SEEKING a new 
Job / Logistics 
& supply chain 
professional with 
10-plus years  
experienced in 
Export & Import 
of Sea, Land & 
Air transport 
modes (Email: 
nouchimp1986@
gmail.com, 
Mob: 79820286)

CHIEF accountant, 

years experience in 

auditing, budgeting, 

reconciliation, 
payroll. Seeking a 
full-time or part-
time position in a 
senior role. Contact: 

yahoo.com / 
93988825.

graduate in 
MSc Global logistics, 
operations & supply 
chain management 
from London, seeking  
a full-time job in 
Oman. Possess 2 years 
of sales executive 
experience in London 
and 1 year as a 
purchase executive in 
Oman. Holding a valid 
Oman D/L. Contact: 
77231865, email: 

B. COM. 35 years 
of experience in 
accounts, sales 
coordinator, 
admin, HR, 
personal assistant, 
document 
controller with 
Oman D/L, looking 
for a job. Contact: 
92558734

INDIAN male 
MBA, 20 years 
experience in 
Oman & GCC 
in Project sales/ 
Dealer market in 
All construction 
materials 
including  Cables 
& Accessories 
having D/L 
looking for 
the post of 
Sales Manager/
Assistant 
Manager.
Contact: 00968 
78099493

INDIAN Male, 
Storekeeper / 
Document Controller 
2+yrs of experience 
in GCC, Completed 
BCA, ready to join 
immediately. Email: 
swamierezhasouth@
gmail.com
GSM: +968 71818173

INDIAN Male 
/10+ years of 
experience in 
Sea, Air & Land 
shipments/
Looking for 
Sr. Logistics 
operations 
role. Aware of 
Incoterms & 
international 
procedures.

EMAIL: 
nouchimp1986@
gmail.com

SIT. WANTED  

SIT. WANTED  

LOOKING for 
part time OR full 
time Accounts/
Finance job. 
20yrs experience 
in Muscat. Upto 

Audit. 
Please contact: 
92065499

MECHANICAL 
ENGINEER 
(8+ yrs exp, 
Indian Male) 
Planning, MEP, 

Elevator & 
construction 
industry 
background. 
Contact: 
92712939, 
anwarmhdas@
gmail.com

ACCOUNTANT/
AUDITOR
Indian Female, 3+ yrs exp. 
in Accounting & Auditing. 
Expertise in IFRS, GAAP, 
VAT, Financial Mgmt & 
Compliance. Contact: 
7841408, fzahrasr@gmail.
com

 SIT. WANTED  

SIT. WANTED  

Mechanical 
Engineer – 4+ yrs 
exp. in CAD, GA/
fab drawings, 
BOMs. AutoCAD, 
SolidWorks, CATIA. 
Ready to join.
Ph: +968 72807858

MSc Global logistics, 
operations & supply 
chain management 
from London, 
seeking a full-
time job in Oman. 
Possess 2 yrs of sales 
executive experience 
in London and 1 yr as 
a purchase executive 
in Oman. Holding 
a valid Oman D/L.
Contact: 77231865, 

gmail.com”

male, Arch, Civil, 
Infra, Marine.15+
years exp,
CAD, Civil 3D, 
Revit.
Contact: 98724049

  PASSPORT LOST

MOHAMMAD 

Masud has lost 

Bangladeshi 

Passport No 

EK0281294. 

Finder please 

handover to ROP.

FATUMA 

Msaji Musa has 

lost Tanzanian 

Passport No 

TAE552491. 

Finder please 

handover to ROP.
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L I F E S T Y L E

Q U I C K  F E A T U R E S

MUSIC

YOUNG OMANI 
INVENTORS INTRODUCE 
ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY ANTI-FOG 
WIPE FOR GLASSES> 20

French rock band 
Indochine members 
Nicola Sirkis (C) and 
Ludwig Dahlberg (L) sit 
with US photographer 
and music video director 
David LaChapelle (R) 
to view the music video 

FILM
British actress 

attends the world 
premiere of 

the Dolby Theatre 
in Hollywood, 

LIFESTYLE

Watsonville, California, 
wins the Queen of the 
Car Show pageant at 
the Viva Las Vegas 
Rockabilly Weekend 
classic car show in Las 

VENICE FILM Festival organisers 

Alexander Payne would be president of the 

Payne, 64, has won two Oscars and two 
Golden Globes for his screenplays and is best 

the recommendation of Venice Film Festival 

passion for cinema is fuelled by knowledge 

contemporary cinema, without boundaries 

Film Festival will decide who wins the 

Payne, who has never won a prize in 

In the same category, he won an Oscar for 

US director 
Payne to head 
Venice Film 

ENTERTAINMENT
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LIFE

BY NAJAH AL RIYAMI  

THE long-awaited surf season 
on Masirah Island has 

a little earlier than usual 

and long downwind rides. The 
sessions on the water.

kitesurfers. 

With sustained winds throughout 

SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFE

Study sheds light on origin 

A recent study has unveiled 

echidna evolved from a 

rare evolutionary occurrence 

by a team of Australian and 
international scientists, 
the research emphasises the 
distinctive traits that echidnas 

and sensitive beaks, 
echidnas are specially 

Suzanne Hand from the 

Wales posits that many of 

ancestors inhabited aquatic 

about a semiaquatic mammal 

terrestrial existence,” Hand 

aquatic platypus are believed 

to share a common ancestor 
called Kryoryctes cadburyi, 

from this ancient species, 

in southern Australia, and 

bones are thick and heavy 

as most prehistoric mammals, 

also reveals traits such as 

evolved as rudders for 

evolutionary history of 
— Reuters

We select photos daily for our Instagram Top Picks of the Day.
To be selected, follow us on Instagram and every time you upload or share your 
photos, make sure to tag us and use #OmanObserver and #BeAnObserver.

Beauty of Remote Places

Masirah Island 
gears up for exciting 
summer surf season
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FEATURES

BY RUQAYA AL KINDI 
Instagram: @ruqaya.alkindi

IN AN ERA where environmental 
consciousness 
intertwines with 
innovation, a 

homegrown Omani company is taking the 
lead in tackling a common nuisance that 
plagues many: fogged-up lenses. Whether 

lenses, or bathroom mirrors, the struggle 
against water vapour condensation is a daily 
frustration for countless individuals. Enter 
Nadera Company, a pioneering enterprise 
committed to providing a safe, effective, and 
environmentally friendly solution.

Founded in 2022, the company was born 
from the keen observations of individuals 
wrestling with lens fogging, particularly 
in the humid climates of the Sultanate 
of Oman. Boutaina Boujrada, the Chief 
Operating Officer and Public Relations Lead 
at Nadera Company, recounts the challenge: 
“Most of the products available on the 
market are either imported, expensive, 
toxic, or ineffective. We aimed to create a 
local, eco-friendly alternative that could 

This visionary approach culminated in 
the development of a unique nanofiber 
cloth treated with a natural solution 
derived from coco-glucoside, which is itself 
extracted from potatoes. This innovative 
wipe, when used on optical surfaces, creates 
a protective layer that actively prevents 
water vapour from condensing for up to 24 
hours. Remarkably, the wipes retain their 
effectiveness for approximately six months, 
making them a long-lasting solution for 
everyday fogging issues.

The product has undergone rigorous 
testing in diverse environments—humid, 
dry, and high-temperature conditions—to 
ensure its efficacy across all climates found 
within Oman. Boutaina proudly states, 
“The testing phase lasted over six months, 
and the results were astonishing. Our 
wipes have been validated by two different 
laboratories, and we are confident they 

But what truly sets Nadera apart is its 
commitment to sustainability. The wipes 
are not only effective; they also emerge as a 
champion for environmental friendliness. 
Recognised for its innovation, Nadera 
Company received an international patent 
in 2023, officially registered by the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

comprehensive survey conducted in 2022, 
which included insights from over 100 
participants spanning various fields—
photographers, drivers, students, and 
athletes. The findings were illuminating: 
over 70% of eyeglass wearers reported 
tackling fogging issues on a regular 
basis. This pivotal data highlighted the 
clear demand for a solution that not only 
addresses fogging but does so with integrity 
towards the planet.

shelves in local optical stores across Oman. 
Plans are underway for further distribution 
through online platforms and wholesale 
partners to reach an even wider audience. 
For those keen to try out the product, 
inquiries can be directed to their Instagram 
handle (@nadera.om).

The accolades for Nadera have already 
begun to roll in, with the company receiving 
the Injaz Oman Award for Best Sustainable 
Product in 2023. As they look towards the 
future, Boutaina reveals, “We are currently 
developing two additional products, both 
of which are in the testing phase and 

to innovation but also to establishing a 
robust environmental product line that can 

Young Omani 
inventors introduce 
environmentally friendly 
anti-fog wipe for glasses

compete regionally and internationally.
Beyond product development, Nadera 

Company is dedicated to fostering a 
culture of innovation among Omani youth. 
The team actively engages in workshops 
and entrepreneurship programmes, 
empowering aspiring entrepreneurs with 
the knowledge and skills needed to turn 
ideas into successful ventures. “Every 
innovative project starts by identifying a 
real problem within society. We provide 

insights into each step of the process, from 
market research to prototype testing, 

Boutaina explains.
Looking ahead, Nadera envisions 

expanding its operations by establishing an 
integrated environmental factory in Oman. 
They aim to inspire and cultivate a new 
generation of environmental entrepreneurs, 
reinforcing the notion that sustainable 
business practices can yield both economic 

and social benefits.
In a world increasingly focused on 

sustainability, Nadera Company stands 
as a beacon of hope, demonstrating how 
innovative thinking combined with a 
commitment to the environment can lead to 
effective solutions for everyday challenges. 
By putting local needs first and embracing 
an eco-friendly philosophy, Nadera is not 

way for a clearer, more sustainable future.


