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VEHICLES AGO ADRIFT
IN WADI; FOUR MISSING

Buraimi - Four people are
missing while three others
were rescued by the
Department of Civil
Defence and Ambulance
in Buraimi on Saturday.

The department
responded to a report of
two vehicles drifting away
with seven people in
these in a wadi in the
wilayat of Mahda. ‘Search
is on for the missing,’ the
Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority
stated.

Heavy to moderate
rains were reported in
Nizwa and Al Hamra in
Dakhliyah, besides
Buraimi on Saturday.

Little-known senator to be
Pakistan caretaker PM

England beat Colombia to
reach World Cup semi-final

Oman mediates deal for
release of 5 Americans

Washington, United States - A
deal brokered by Oman, Qatar
and Switzerland has led Iran to
move five Americans from jail to
house arrest.

This is the first step of a deli-
cate deal that would unfreeze bil-
lions of dollars in Iranian funds
and allow the prisoners to leave
the Islamic republic.

The progress on the prisoners
- one of them detained for nearly
eight years - comes after quiet,
exhaustive diplomacy between
the long-time adversaries whose
separate talks on restoring a nu-
clear deal broke down.

"My belief is that this is the be-
ginning of the end of their night-
mare, and the nightmare that
their families have experienced,”
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told reporters.

Sources familiar with the ne-
gotiations said the next step
would be the transfer of US$6bn
in Iranian oil revenue frozen in
South Korea to a special account
in Qatar which Iran could access
only for humanitarian purchases
such as food and medicine.

In an Al-Monitor interview, an
independent Middle East news
and analysis website based in
Washington DC, USA, in June, H
E Sayyid Badr al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister, said Washington and
Tehran were “close” to finalising
a deal on the release of Ameri-
cans held in the Iranian capital.

“| can say they are close,” he

ANTONY BLINKEN

said of a likely prisoner agree-
ment. “This is probably a ques-
tion of technicalities.” He said
Oman has "“offered in good faith
our offices to help both sides, be
it here or anywhere else”.

Iran described the deal as a
prisoner swap, with the state-run
IRNA agency quoting Tehran's
mission to the United Nations as
saying that each country will be

"granting amnesty and releasing
five prisoners”.

If all goes as planned, the
American prisoners could leave
Iran sometime in September, one
source said on condition of
anonymity.

Four of the prisoners - Siamak
Namazi, Emad Shargi, Morad
Tahbaz and the fourth who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous -

were taken out of Tehran's Evin
prison on Thursday, a day after
President Joe Biden's administra-
tion informed their families of the
deal.

The four were escorted to a
hotel where they will remain held
under guard, a lawyer for one of
the prisoners said.

Sources said that a fifth Amer-
ican, a woman, is also part of the
discussions and has already been
moved in recent weeks to house
arrest.

"While this is a positive
change, we will not rest until Sia-
mak and others are back home;
we continue to count the days
until this can happen," Babak Na-
mazi, Siamak's brother, said in a
statement.

At the centre of discussions
has been the unblocking of
US$6bn that Iran earned selling
oil to South Korea. Seoul blocked
the funds to comply with US
sanctions imposed under former
president Donald Trump that hit
the Iranian economy hard.

While stressing that the
arrangement was not final,
sources said the funds would be
converted from won to euros and
administered by Qatar, which
played a key mediatory role. No
funds would be transferred di-
rectly to Iran.

Iranian state media said the
prisoners would only be released
once the money was deposited.

Agencies

Oman welcomes
completion of oil
removal from Safer

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has welcomed the an-
nouncement by the United Na-
tions of the completion of
unloading oil from a dilapidated
Yemeni tanker, removing the im-
minent risk of a spill.

In a statement, the Foreign
Ministry praised the efforts of the
UN and the international com-
munity, and the cooperation of
the Yemeni parties to avert an
environmental disaster.

The UN said on Friday it had
successfully transferred more
than Tmn barrels of oil from FSO
Safer.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres ‘welcomes the news
that the ship-to-ship transfer of
oil from FSO Safer to the Yemen
replacement vessel has been
safely concluded today, avoiding
what could have been a monu-
mental environmental and hu-
manitarian  catastrophe’, a
statement said.

The milestone means that
"the core aspect" of a years-long
effort to address the threat posed
by the Sdfer, often referred to as
a "ticking time bomb", is now fin-
ished, said UN Development Pro-
gramme head Achim Steiner.

"That removes the imminent
and immediate threat that had
become the focus of attention
across the whole world: a tanker
that could break apart or explode
in the Red Sea," Steiner told AFP.

But the saga is not over. The
UN has previously warned that
even with its cargo removed, the
Safer "will pose a residual envi-
ronmental threat, holding viscous
oil residue and remaining at risk
of breaking apart".

The project's next phase,
stripping and cleaning the Safer's
tanks and preparing it for towing
and scrapping, is expected to
take "anywhere between two to
three weeks", Steiner said.

The Safer has been moored
around 50km from Hodeida
since the 1980s.

Dhofar trip turns tragic;
2dead and 12 injured

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Two people lost their lives and
seven others were injured when
two vehicles collided in Haima, Al
Wousta on Friday.

Rescue teams of Civil Defence
and Ambulance Authority in Al
Wousta rushed to the accident
site. Among the seven injured
were children, CDAA stated.

On Saturday, Royal Oman Po-
lice informed that its aviation unit
transported five injured passen-
gers to Nizwa Hospital following
another accident which occurred
just after midnight in the Qarn al
Alam area.

Despite ROP and CDAA's
elaborate arrangements every
year for the safety of visitors to
Dhofar during khareef, several
accidents occur on road leading
to the governorate.

The Directorate General of
Health Services in Al Wusta has
reported accidents in the gover-
norate frequently. In August
alone, it reported 27 people were
injured in accidents on road lead-
ing to Dhofar.

The majority of the accidents

reported are due to over speed-
ing, and in certain cases when
drivers lost control owing to bad
weather.

On Saturday morning, ROP
warned users of the Haima-
Thumrait highway that horizontal
visibility was low and in some
areas almost zero as a result of
active winds and billowing dust.

Naser Busaidi lamented the
loss of lives during khareef on
Twitter. “We witness these hor-
rific accidents every year as a re-
sult  of collisions on the
single-lane stretch of the road
leading to Dhofar. It is really sad
that holiday trips turn into disas-
ter and deaths.”

Abu Shanab, another twit-
terati, said, “If you are on these
roads, you will see how they race

and overtake from the wrong
side. For some drivers, it seems
they are inarally.”

Nasser al Wahaibi, a con-
cerned citizen, attributed the ac-
cidents also to sand on the road.

To ensure effective response,
CDAA has bolstered its existing
centres and established addi-
tional posts along roads leading
to Dhofar in Dakhliyah, Dhahirah
and Al Wusta. These posts en-
able CDAA to respond to acci-
dents reported during the season.

ROP has deployed special pa-
trol teams and checkpoints on
roads leading to Dhofar to guide
khareef visitors. The Directorate
General of Police Aviation has
been supporting operations and
providing air ambulance service
in emergency situations.

Crypto mining centre to open in Salalah today

Salalah - A significant step for-
ward in Oman's technological
landscape will be marked with
the inauguration of the Centre
for Hosting, Data Processing
and Mining of Cryptocurren-
cies in Salalah Free Zone on
Sunday.

The centre will be officially
opened under the patronage of
H E Said bin Hamood al

Maawali, Minister of Trans-
port, Communications and In-
formation Technology.

The centre has been spear-
headed by Exahertz, a sub-
sidiary of Al Afag Technology,
and supported by the Ministry
of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology.

It is part of the government's
strategy to encourage digital
investment and facilitate the
implementation of advanced
technologies.
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WEATHER WATCH PRAYER TIMINGS

Max Min Fajr 4.21am
Abu Dhabi 44 29 Sunrise 5.42am
Dot (2N | Duhr 12.17pm
Kuwait City 40 31
Manama 41 31 Ly =
Muscat 35 28 Maghrib 6.47pm
Riyadh 44 28 Isha 8.03pm

SEND YOUR
COMMENTS TO

muscatdaily@
apexmedia.co.om

Residents enthusiastic about
new walkway in Wadi Kabir

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Wadi Kabir is abuzz with antici-
pation as a new 2km walkway
nears completion. Positioned di-
rectly across Lulu Hypermarket
Wadi Kabir stretching till the end
of the road, this track is expected
to become a popular evening ex-
ercise spot for residents.

Offering a diverse array of
amenities, the walkway will me-
ander past coffee shops,
shawarma stalls, the Friday mar-
ket and Sri Lankan School Mus-
cat before ending near the Horse
Roundabout.

Wadi Kabir resident Shakeb
Aiyaaz enthusiastically re-
marked, "This stretch promises
to provide strollers a refreshing
break away from the cacophony
of city noise. The sound of chil-
dren playing and birds returning
to their nests in the evening will
be very relaxing.”

Aiyaaz, who does his evening
walks with his mother, added, “It
is safe for both women and chil-
dren to come for their walk here.”

While being close to Qantab,
once a popular destination
among residents and tourists
alike, the walkway will also fea-

(Muscat Daily)

ture a dedicated cycle track, en-
couraging residents to take up
cycling as a healthy routine.

An engineer involved in the
project informed that the walk-
way remained in planning stage
for a considerable period of time
before work finally commenced.
With a similar facility completed
on the other side of the road, it
was decided that this stretch of
the road would receive a similar
enhancement. Set to be finished
in the coming months, the
stretch will include seating
arrangements for senior citizens,

contributing to its community-
friendly appeal.

Another Wadi Kabir resident
Prakash Kumar is relieved to see
the work in progress. "l had to go
to the other side of the road with
my family for morning walks.
This was sometimes a hassle, as
| needed to drive there and it was
often tough to find parking.”

But now with this walkway
just next to his apartment, it will
be easier for Kumar. “Like the
other side of the road, this
stretch promises to be clean and
well maintained. Motivation to

work out regularly will come nat-
urally."

The new walkway is a wel-
come addition to Wadi Kabir, re-
flecting Muscat Municipality’s
commitment to enhancing pub-
lic spaces for leisure, exercise
and community engagement. It
is an investment in urban plan-
ning prioritising pedestrian ex-
periences catering to all
residents, young and old. The
residents' eager anticipation tes-
tifies to the importance of such
communal spaces in fostering a
vibrant urban life.

Value of real
estate deals
up 18.9%to
RO1.4bn

Muscat - The value of real
estate transactions in the
sultanate increased 18.9% to
RO1,402.5mn in 2023 till
June, compared to
RO1,170.3mn in the same
period last year, according to
the latest data released by
National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI).

Fees collected for legal
transactions accounted for
RO33.4mn at the end of
June - an increase of 10.3%
compared to the correspon-
ding period of 2022.

The value of sale con-
tracts dropped 11% to
RO547.7mn; the number of
sale contracts also de-
creased 8.5%.

The value of mortgage
contracts rose 52.6% till
June to RO852.1mn from
12,062 mortgage contracts.

The value of swap con-
tracts was valued at
RO4.8mn from 732 con-
tracts. The number of title
deeds issued increased 1.3%
to 117,870, while the number
of title deeds issued to citi-
zens of GCC countries rose
79.3% to 633.
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WhatsApp introduces new features

Muscat- Messaging and calling
app WhatsApp has introduced
two new features that are creat-
ing a buzz among users.

The first feature enables a
user to record and share short
60-second personal videos di-
rectly in chats.

The second feature allows
users to share screen during a
video call. This screen-sharing
function lets the host display
their screen content to others,
making it particularly handy for
office meetings and similar activ-
ities.

Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of
Meta, introduced the update
through his Facebook account,
stating, "We're adding the ability
to share your screen during a
video call on WhatsApp."

Dr Haitham Hilal al Hajri, cy-
bersecurity researcher and ex-
pert, described the instant video
messages feature similar to

Snapchat.
"WhatsApp remains at the
forefront of innovation, regularly

introducing new features to keep
users engaged and deter them
from switching to rival platforms.

However, this advancement also
opens the door for potential mis-
use by malicious individuals.”

DR HAITHAM HILAL AL HAJRI

According to Hajri, this fea-
ture could be misused by
“wrongdoers to access your de-
vice, installing third party appli-
cations that might compromise
your privacy, steal valuable infor-
mation or gather data for poten-
tial blackmail or manipulation”.

Abir Zahir al Jahwari, a resi-
dent of Bausher, is excited about
these new features. “WhatsApp
has become even more efficient
with these, making it a quick and
convenient choice compared to

other apps.”

IT professional Tarig Hilal al
Barwani considers the screen
sharing feature a game changer,
making WhatsApp useful for not
just chatting but collaborative
work.

"WhatsApp's latest move
could give popular video calling
apps like Google Meet and Zoom
a run for their money. With
group meetings becoming in-
creasingly vital, this feature in-
jects new life into the
competition, pushing rivals to
stay innovative and on their
toes,” Barwani said.

According to a report by WA-
Betalnfo, WhatsApp is currently
introducing an option to sched-
ule calls within group chats.
Some lucky beta testers now
have access to this feature, re-
quiring them to install the update
version 2.23.17.7.

(Contributed by Deeba Parween)

725 water
licences
givenin July

Muscat - A total of 725
water licences were issued
in July this year, according
to statistics released by the
Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Re-
sources (MAFWR).

In a statement, MAFWR
said, ‘The licences issued in-
clude requests for register-
ing wells, dams and aflaj, for
drilling wells, and develop-
ment projects in various
governorates.’

Of the 725 licences, 180
were issued in Dhahirah,
followed by 156 in Dakhl-
iyah, 104 in N Shargiyah, 87
in N Batinah, 67 in S Batinah,
54 in Buraimi, 34 in Muscat,
20 in S Shargiyah, 12 in Al
Wiousta, seven in Musandam
and four in Dhofar.

Dhoftar sees over
390,000 visitors
for khareefin 40
days, up 12.8%

Salalah - The number of visitors
from June 21to July 31 to experi-
ence the khareef season in Dho-
far stood at 396,108, up 12.8%
compared to the corresponding
period in 2022, according to Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and In-
formation (NCSI) data.

NCSI compiles visitor num-
bers in three categories - citizens,
GCC visitors and tourists belong-
ing to other nationalities.

According to the NCSI data,
the number of Omani visitors this
khareef increased 13% to
296,135.

A total of 59,555 visitors from
other GCC states arrived this
season, compared to 52,807 dur-

ing the corresponding period in
2022.

The number of visitors belong-
ing to other nationalities rose
from 35,874 to 40,418 this sea-
son.

The NCSI data indicates that
305,350 visitors arrived via land
checkpoints, while the number of
air travellers who arrived in Dho-
far was 90,758, registering an in-
crease of 16% over the figures of
this segment last year.

Monthly  distribution  of
tourists for khareef shows 95%
of the arrivals in Dhofar in July
(375,362), compared to 20,746
between June 21and 30.

ONA
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PDO seeks solutions for reuse
of treated produced water

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Petroleum Development Oman
(PDO), the sultanate's largest
hydrocarbon exploration and
production company, is explor-
ing and seeking solutions for the
reuse of treated produced water
to reduce carbon emissions and
generate value for the country.

'PDO is carrying out an exer-
cise to assess market willing-
ness, ability, capabilities, and
capacity to develop innovative
solutions and strategies to fully
utilise this treated water to gen-
erate value and reduce its green-
house gas emissions at an
accelerated pace,' the company
said in a Request for Information
(RFI) announcement.

The purpose of the RFI is
solely for information gathering
and planning purposes, it added.

PDO currently produces
around Tmn m3/day of produced
water, which is set to exceed
1.1mn m3/day soon. Currently,
73% of the water that PDO pro-
duces to the surface is reused for
pressure maintenance/chemi-
cals in the enhanced oil recovery
(EOR) processes, with the re-
mainder sent to reed beds and
deep disposal, according to the
company's Sustainability Report
2022.

The reuse of treated produced
water for value generation and
greenhouse gas emissions re-
duction is a key focus area for
PDO, which delivers the majority

PDO's Nimr Water Treatment Project contributes to greening of the dessert, providing potential water solutions

and reducing significant greenhouse gas emissions (PDO)

of Oman's crude oil production
and natural gas supply.

With tremendous amounts of
water produced in PDO's daily oil
production operations, reuse of
treated produced water has al-
ways been a key pillar in PDO's
water management strategy, the
company said in its RFl an-
nouncement.

'PDO is now exploring and
seeking solutions from the
market to mature this opportu-
nity of maximising the reuse of
the produced water to generate
value for the country and offset
emissions relevant to its oil and
gas operations,’ the company
added.

The company noted that

there is around 45-100 km3/day
(summer - winter) of available
treated produced water located
in the PDO concession area in
Oman.

"This treated water at the out-
let of a water treatment plant is
clean but remains slightly brack-
ish with Total Dissolved Solids
(TDS) concentration of up to

10,000 ppm. The amount of
water and its salinity vary de-
pending on the amount of evap-
oration in each season,’ PDO
said.

'The intention is to utilise this
water in projects that could off-
set the greenhouse gas emis-
sions directly linked to PDO
operations and generate value
for the country,' the company
added.

PDO is willing to provide the
treated water and allocate a siz-
able plot (up t0 10,000 hectares)
from its concession area in
Block-6 for this purpose.

As per the PDO announce-
ment, the key criteria to evaluate
market solutions are: maximum
greenhouse emissions reduction,
maximum  water utilisation,
maximum value generation, and
accelerated schedule and sim-
plicity.

Applicant companies, in-
vestors, entrepreneurs, and in-
ventors who provide solutions
that fulfil the criteria within the
set deadline may be invited for
further engagements with PDO,
the company said. 'The engage-
ments will serve as a unique op-
portunity to have a dialogue and
contribute to shaping/fine-tun-
ing future plans for this opportu-
nity.'

The deadline for seeking clar-
ifications on RFI is August 20,
2023. The expression of interest
with a completed RFl response is
to be submitted on or before
September 1, 2023.

Samail Industrial
City attracts 15 new
projectsin H1 2023

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Samail Industrial City, which is
managed by the Public Establish-
ment for Industrial Estates (Ma-
dayn), recorded significant
growth during the first half of this
year, securing 15 new contracts
for projects covering an area of
100,000 sgm, with a total in-
vestment of RO13.5mn.

The total count of localised
projects within Samail Industrial
City reached 156 by the end of
June 2023. Among these proj-
ects, 94 are currently in the pro-
duction stage, 43 are under
construction, and 19 are in the
design phase.

Eng Yasser bin |brahim al
Ajmi, the acting director-general
of Samail Industrial City, re-
vealed in a statement to the
Oman News Agency that Ma-
dayn has divided the city into
several sectors.

These sectors include the
foodstuff sector, which boasts a
17% occupancy rate, the logistics
sector with an occupancy rate of
34%, and the building materials
sector, which holds an occu-
pancy rate of 26%. Additionally,
the iron and wood sector's occu-
pancy rate surpasses 60%, while
the plastic and paper sector
stands at over 85%, and the
marble sector maintains an oc-
cupancy rate exceeding 78%.

Ajmi highlighted the presence
of promising investment oppor-
tunities within Samail Industrial
City, with initial feasibility studies
available for various sectors.
These include dairy and juice
production, manufacturing and
packaging of date products,
manufacturing of breakfast cere-
als, calcining dolomite produc-
tion, manufacturing of
waterproofing insulators, manu-
facturing of copper bars and
sheets, plastics and many others.

India’s central bank
holds key rates as
food prices soar

Mumbai, India - India's central
bank left interest rates un-
changed Thursday but warned
that higher food prices, caused in
part by extreme weather, had
impacted household budgets
and halted a downward inflation
trend.

The benchmark repurchase
rate has been kept at 6.5% since
the last hike by the Reserve Bank
of India in February.

Consumer prices were "ex-
pected to surge during July (and)
August led by vegetable prices",
governor Shaktikanta Das said in
a webcast.

"While the vegetable price
shock may reverse quickly, pos-
sible EI Nino weather conditions
along with global food prices
need to be watched closely
against the backdrop of a
skewed southwest monsoon so
far," he added.

Inflation edged up to 4.81% in
June after falling to 4.31% in
May. It peaked at 7.79% in April
last year. The bank's decision
was in line with analyst expecta-
tions.

Economists warn inflation in
the short term could again
breach the RBI's upper tolerance
band of 6.0% because of rising
prices for crude oil and food, in-
cluding tomatoes - a staple in In-
dian cuisine.

Tomato prices have soared in
recent months after inclement
weather and pest attacks in
major production belts, the RBI
noted in July.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told parliament on
Thursday that the government
was taking "lots of steps...to con-
tain high prices which are hitting
common citizens".

Sitharaman said the govern-

Reserve Bank of India governor
Shaktikanta Das

ment was importing pulses and
had removed import restrictions
to source tomatoes from neigh-
bouring Nepal to ease the do-
mestic inflation pressure.

The government is already
selling subsidised tomatoes
across the country and the prices
in wholesale markets "are falling
and we expect this to help us",
she said.

"I want to highlight the fact
that, on these essential com-
modities, we are taking enough
steps - but more will also be
taken, because we are conscious
that people need essentials at an
affordable price," Sitharaman
added.

India imports more than 80%
of its crude oil, making the
world's most populous nation
vulnerable to skyrocketing prices
driven by Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

The RBI kicked off its mone-
tary tightening cycle in May
2022 when rates stood at 4.0%.

Das said the monetary policy
committee remained "focused
on withdrawal of accommoda-
tion".

AFP

Global oil demand hitsrecord high: IEA

Paris, France - The International
Energy Agency said Friday it had
revised upwards its forecast for
global oil demand growth in
2023 as demand is "scaling
record highs".

World oil demand already hit
a record 103mn barrels per day
in June and August and "could
see yet another peak", the Paris-
based IEA said in its monthly re-
port.

"For 2023 as a whole, global
oil demand is set to expand by
2.2mn barrels per day to 102.2
mn barrels per day," it said.

China accounted for 70% of
growth, the IEA said, adding that
demand in the Asian giant was
"also stronger than expected,
reaching fresh highs despite per-
sistent concerns over the health
of the economy".

"World oil demand is scaling
record highs, boosted by strong
summer air travel, increased oil
use in power generation and
surging Chinese petrochemical
activity," the IEA said.

The forecasted expansion in
global demand in 2023 would
mark its "highest ever annual
level", according to the agency,
which in February had already

Global oil supply plunged by 910,000 barrels per day in July, to 100.9mn

bpd, according to the IEA

forecast an annual record for the
year of 101.9mn barrels per day.

The increasing demand for oil
comes amid tensions on world
markets after significant output
cuts by several members of the
OPEC+ alliance - made up of 13
members of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-

tries (OPEC) headed by Saudi
Arabia and their 10 allies led by
Russia - to prop up prices.

As a result, global oil supply
plunged by 910,000 barrels per
day in July, to 100.9mn bpd, the
|IEA said in its report.

A sharp reduction in produc-
tion by Saudi Arabia last month

saw output from the 23-nation
OPEC+ alliance fall .2mn barrels
per day, to 50.7mn bpd "a near
two-year low".

Volumes by non-OPEC+
members rose to 50.2mn bpd,
the report added.

Price increase on
horizon?

In April, several OPEC+ mem-
bers decided to slash production
voluntarily by more than one mil-
lion bpd - a surprise move that
briefly buttressed prices but
failed to bring about lasting re-
covery.

Oil producers are grappling
with falling prices and high mar-
ket volatility, reflecting continued
fallout from the Russian invasion
of Ukraine and China's faltering

economic recovery.

Saudi Arabia also announced
last week that it was extending
its voluntary oil production cut of
one million barrels per day for
another month to include Sep-
tember.

Moscow has pledged, too, to
cut production by 500,000 bpd
in August, and a further cut of
300,000 bpd for September.

"Market balances are set to
tighten further into the autumn
as Saudi Arabia and Russia ex-
tend supply cuts at least through
September," the IEA said.

If the bloc's current targets are
maintained,oil inventories could
fall in the second half of the year
"with a risk of driving prices still
higher".

Looking ahead to 2024 as the
world races to combat climate
change and reduce the use of
fossil fuels, the IEA said it antici-
pated demand growth to slow.

"With the post-pandemic re-
bound running out of steam, and
as lacklustre economic condi-
tions, tighter efficiency standards
and new electric vehicles weigh
on use, growth is forecast to slow
to Tmn bpd in 2024," it said.

AFP

Air Arabia records 187% jump in second quarter profit

Sharjah, UAE - Air Arabia, the
Middle East's prominent low-
cost carrier operator, reported a
record second quarter and first
half 2023 financial and opera-
tional results, as the airline con-
tinues to demonstrate
remarkable performance and
growth.

Air Arabia registered a net
profit of AED459mn during the
second quarter of 2023, an in-
crease of 187% compared to
AED160mn net profit reported
for the same period last year.

The second quarter net profit
also included an exceptional
one-off receivable that the air-
line received from one of its
suppliers.

The company'’s turnover for
the same period increased by
25%, as the strong demand for
air travel continued, registering
an AED1.3%bn, compared to

AED1.11bn in the corresponding
period last year.

More than 3.8mn passen-
gers flew with Air Arabia be-
tween April and June 2023
across the carrier's seven hubs,
an increase of 37% compared
to the same quarter last year.
The airline's average seat load
factor during the second quarter
of 2023 stood at an average of
76%.

For the first half of 2023, Air
Arabia reported a net profit of
AED801mn, an increase of 78%

compared to AED45Tmn regis-
tered in the corresponding first
half of 2022.

During the first half of the
year, Air Arabia added three
new aircraft to its modern fleet
bringing it to a total of 71 owned
and leased Airbus A320 and
A321 aircraft. During the same
period, the carrier has expanded
its network by launching 18 new
routes across its seven operat-
ing hubs in the UAE, Morocco,
Egypt, Armenia, and Pakistan.
WAM
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Biden targets China as he touts

manufacturing revival in US

Belen, US - President Joe Biden
last week moved to restrict US
investment in Chinese technol-
ogy during a multi-state tour of
the Southwest to tout his push to
revive American manufacturing
after decades of decline.

The executive order directs
the Treasury Department to re-
strict certain US investments in
China in sensitive high-tech sec-
tors including semiconductors,
guantum computing and artificial
intelligence (AD.

The restrictions, which are ex-
pected to take effect next year,
come as Biden's administration
looks to bolster its position vis-a-
vis China on a multitude of
fronts: military, economic and
technological.

They also come as the 80-
year-old Democrat revs up his
pitch for reelection in 2024, turn-
ing his attention to jobs and the
economy, key bread-and-butter
issues in the campaign for the
White House.

As the executive order was
made public, Biden was speaking
in New Mexico about his govern-
ment's success in boosting man-
ufacturing jobs in the renewable

US President Joe Biden speaks on how 'Bidenomics' is helping clean energy and manufacturing, at Arcosa Wind

Towers in Belen, New Mexico, on Thursday (AFp)

energy sector - an appeal to vot-
ers to embrace his brand of
"Bidenomics."

"Our plan is working," he said
in the city of Belen to mark the
groundbreaking of a factory
manufacturing wind turbine tow-
ers for the Arcosa group - and
the creation of 250 new jobs.

"Where's it written that
America can't lead the world

again in manufacturing? Because
we're going to do just that," he
added.

Biden, who is running for a
second term, praised the project,
which converts a facility that had
been making disposable table-
ware and other plastic products
until the operation went bank-
rupt.

"When | think climate, | think

jobs," Biden told the audience in
Belen, one day after a stopover at
the Grand Canyon that focused
on the environment.

"Instead of exporting Ameri-
can jobs, we're creating Ameri-
can jobs and we're exporting
American products,” he added.

'Bidenomics'
For many, the Democrat's eco-

nomic policies - the "Bide-
nomics" that the president's
communications team is trying
to bring into the mainstreamina
positive light - remain murky.

Biden is struggling to bring
Americans up to speed on two
major bills he shepherded
through Congress and signed
into law one year ago: the CHIPS
and Science Act, which pumps
huge funding into semiconductor
manufacturing, research and de-
velopment; and the Inflation Re-
duction Act (IRA), a landmark
law for megaprojects boosting
green investment.

The laws follow the same for-
mula: pour in subsidies and offer
tax incentives to encourage do-
mestic production and develop-
ment of both electric cars and
future semiconductors.

The administration's policy of
unashamed industrial sover-
eignty is making some of Wash-
ington's traditional allies bristle.

The White House claims that
since Biden signed the Inflation
Reduction Act - so named be-
cause a post-pandemic America
was buckling in the face of soar-
ing prices - companies have

made some $110bn in clean en-
ergy investments in the United
States.

And CHIPS has led to compa-
nies pouring more than $166bn
into manufacturing of semicon-
ductors and other electronics,
the Biden administration added.

Chinese internet giants Al-
ibaba, Baidu, Bytedance and
Tencent have ordered $5bn
worth of Nvidia chips vital to
powering generative artificial in-
telligence systems as fears
mount the US will begin restrict-
ing exports, according to a Finan-
cial Times report.

The report quoted an un-
named Baidu employee as saying
"Without these Nvidia chips, we
can't pursue the training for any
large language model."

In total, more than half a tril-
lion dollars of investment has
flowed into manufacturing and
clean energy since the start of
the Biden administration in Jan-
uary 2021, Biden said Wednes-
day.

Such astronomical figures,
however, do not automatically
boost his election advantage.
AFP

Russia posts
growth for
first time
inayear

Moscow, Russia - Russia's econ-
omy grew year-on-year by 4.9%
in the second quarter of 2023,
the country's statistics agency
Rosstat said, the first increase in
ayear. The country's GDP shrank
on the same measure in the pre-
vious four quarters, finishing with
a1.9% drop in the first quarter of
2023. Friday's improved figures
for April to June came in com-
parison with the same period last
year, when GDP fell by 4.5%.

Last year's sharp contraction
came as the economy was hit
with a raft of sanctions from
Western countries in response
to the offensive in Ukraine. De-
spite the increase, the Russian
economy was still smaller than it
was before the start of the con-
flict in February 2022.

The second quarter of 2023
has seen Russian inflation tick
upwards, due in part to the
weakness of the ruble. On Friday,
the currency was trading at 108
rubles to the euro and 99 rubles
to the dollar.

The economic struggles
prompted the Russian central
bank to raise its benchmark in-
terest rate to 8.5%.

AFP

US inflation edges up in July

Washington, US - US consumer
inflation inched up in July, gov-
ernment data showed, rebound-
ing slightly for the first time in
around a year and weighing on
policymakers as they mull fur-
ther interest rate hikes.

The consumer price index
(CPI), a key inflation gauge, rose
3.2% from a year ago last month,
according to the Labor Depart-
ment - slightly up from June's
3.0% pace and breaking a streak
of cooling figures.

The latest CPl number re-
mains moderate compared with
last year's figures, as the Federal
Reserve's rapid interest rate
hikes bite. Last month, the Fed
raised rates to the highest level
since 2001.

But with the world's biggest
economy showing signs of cool-
ing, officials said they would re-
main data dependent when
making further rate decisions -
amid growing hope that their
policy moves will lower inflation
while avoiding a major recession.

"Today's report shows that
our economy remains strong,”
President Joe Biden said in a
statement.

"Annual inflation has fallen by
around two thirds since last
summer, and inflation outside of
food and energy has fallen to its
lowest level in any three-month
period since September 2021,"
he added.

The CPI held steady in July on

Food carts operate outside City Hall in New York on March 16, 2023 (AFp)

a month-on-month basis, rising
the same pace as in June, ac-
cording to Labor Department
data.

"The index for shelter was by
far the largest contributor to the
monthly all items increase, ac-
counting for over 90% of the in-
crease, with the index for motor
vehicle insurance also contribut-
ing," the department said.

Energy prices ticked up just
0.1% from June to July, while
food prices rose 0.2%. Excluding
the volatile food and energy seg-
ments, "core" CPl rose 4.7%
from a year ago - its slowest
pace since October 2021.

"While inflation is still far
above target, and the annual
change in headline CPI picked up
in July, core prices are moving in

the right direction," said Rubeela
Faroogi, chief US economist at
High Frequency Economics.

Analysts had expected a
slightly higher headline CPI read-
ing as well, according to Market-
Watch.

Faroogi added that the July
figures will be "welcome news to
policymakers" who have a
longer-term inflation target of
two percent.

Consumer inflation hit a high
of 9.1% on an annual basis in
June 2022, and has been cooling
since then.

For now, the CPl report argues
for Fed officials to hold interest
rates steady at their next policy
meeting in September, Boussour
said.

AFP

Beijing, China - Chinese tele-
coms titan Huawei announced a
pick-up in sales in January-June,
the first increase since 2020, as
the sanctions-battered firm
works to diversify its business
operations.

The Shenzhen-based com-
pany has for several years been
at the centre of an intense tech
standoff between China and the
United States, with Washington
warning its equipment could be
used for state espionage, an alle-
gation Huawei disputes.

Since 2019, sanctions have
cut the company off from global
supply chains that gave it access

to US-made components and
technologies, significantly weak-
ening its smartphone division
and forcing it to seek other
sources of growth.

In the face of these chal-
lenges, Huawei said it recorded
first-half revenue of 310.9bn
yuan ($43.3bn), up 3.1% on-
year.

uawei shows rebound in
1, despite sanctions

Huawei's revenue fell 5.9% in
the same period last year and
29.4% the year before as the
pandemic paralysed economic
activity and consumption around
the world. Huawei's profit mar-
gin reached 15% in the first half,
according to the group, which did
not provide other financial re-
sults. The firm's profit margin
was five percent during the same
period last year.

Huawei is a private, unlisted
company, and is therefore not
subject to the same obligations
as other major firms to publish
detailed results.

AFP
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

On behalf of the Board of Direetors, 1 take this opportunity to present
the unaudited financial results for the six-month period ended 30th

Sales and Operational Performance:

2023 was RO 3,272 567 compared to

RO 62,461 during the same period last vear,

the Group financial performance for the vear has improved signifi-

cantly. Management is looking forward Lo maintaining same positive

tended to us during this year. | also take the opportunity to thank the
management for their continued efforts in growing the Company. On

behall of the Board of Directors, | would like 1o express our sincere

Khalid bin Hamad bin Hamoud Al Busaidi

1} The complete accounis, in either Arabic or English as requesicd, will be seni by mail
o any shareholder within 7 days of writen request at the above address.

2} The ;nll‘lph‘!f acorams have besn ||||Imded om Website of MSM

3} Any sharsholder who ix h:\jn;
register

with the worldwide supply chain challenges especially PET Resin,
performance over the vear through increasing efficiencies, productiv-

ity and newly diversified product portfolio with the new introduced

On behalf of the Board of Directors, T wish to thank our patrons, cus-

tomers, bankers and sharcholders for all the support they have ex-

gratitude to His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tariq and his Govern-

ment for the support extended to the private sector.

NATIONAL MINERAL WATER COMPANY (SAOG)

Post Box No. 2740, Ruwi, Postal Code: 112, Sultanate of Oman, Tel: +968 24628900, Fax: +968 24628990
Email: contact@tanufwater.com, Web: www.nmwc.om

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL

POSITION AS AT 30™ JUNE 2023

Parent Company
30.06.2022
RO

30.06.2023
RO

ASSETS
Non-current assels

Property. plant and equipment 2,267,283
Right-of-use assets 65,019
Intangible assets 13,046
The consolidated linancial statements include the results and the fi- Investment in & subsidiary ’:l:;lgﬁ
nancial position of the Parent Company, National Mineral Water Com- Current assets T
pany SAOG, and its Subsidiary, Wational Distribution and Inventarics 1,660,179
i - , I I'rade and other receivables LR03.211
Development Company LLC (Formerly known as Valuedeal Trading Amount due from reluted parties 17.253
LLC), for the period ended 30th June 2023 (together referred to as Bark balances and cash 55,151
Iotal current assets 4,535,794
Total assets 0,976,142
EQUITY ANI LIABILITIES
- . . . . |:||L||'I3
The Parent Company’s sales revenue for the period ended 30th June Share capital 2,700,304
Shisre premium 135,169
. . . . Legal reserve 487,733
TO1T7TI a2 ar et v 2 e 4 > =
RO 3,912,734 during the same period last vear. The decline was due Accumulted loss (979,692)
1o major maintenance in Quarter 1 2023 and supply chain challenges
o e ) ¢inQ ) ) ¢ suppi . Equity attributable to sharcholders of the
for imported ems. As a result of the drop in revenue, the Parent Com- Parent Compeany 2343514
pany ‘s net profit for the period ended 30th June 2023 was RO 49,195 Mon-contralling inteeest N
compared to a profit of RO 60,253 during the same period last vear, Total cquity 2343514
i i i _ o Liahilities
The sales revenue of the Group for the first half of the year was RO Nom=current linbilities
3,272,567 compared to R0 3,929,115 during the same period last year | Employees’ end of service benefits 162,856
) ) . . o Bank bormowings 550 882
and the Group's net profit was RO 49,045 compared to a net profit of ILease liahilitics - non-curmend poriion 57187
Total non-current liabilitics TE0LO95
Current liabilities
Lease liahilities - current portion 14,400
Trade and other payables 1,543,683
National Distribution and Development Company LLC (NDDC), Amount due to related party 25201
. . . N R Bank hormowings 2,269,159
formerly known as Valuedeal Trading LLC, trades in plastic and other Incorie tax pavable .
Total current liabilitics 3,852,533
Total liabilitics 4,632,628
Total equity and liabilities 6,976,142
Despite the continued and rapid increase of Raw material costs, along
et assets per share 0087

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED STATEME

COMPREHENSIVE INCOMEFOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 JUNE 2023

PFarent Company

30062023

RO
Fevenue 3,272 567
Cost of revenue (2,019.272)
Gross profit 1,253,295
Other income TO58
1,261,253
Expenses

Selling and distribution expenses  {903,289)
CGieneral and administrative expenses (228,405)
(1,131,694)
Operating profit for the period| 29,559
Finance costs (B0, 364)

Net profit/(loss) before tax
for the 'pnn'nd 49,195
Trvcomme tax -

Net profit/(Joss) and toial

ﬂ]lllllruh u:l\.i\ ¢ illtllllu- l'm— [|||,- |||-ri|||| u'l"}_'_"‘.l::

Profit and total comprehensive

incomrect adldress or mot having  amy
or Co, (MDSRC) may appmach the
regisiered office to megister their comect sddress. Register mainained
by Maimained by Muscar Depository Securities Registration

income attributable to:
Sharcholders of the Parent Company -

MNon-controlling interest -

Earmings per share XN (el

2A00.981 1,167354 2610332
75,302 65,019 75.302
16,767 13,046 16,767
Q3. [0 - -
2,797,050 1345419 2,702,401
1.087 804 1,660,179 1087804
2446520 1304019 2533931
608 17,253 164050
149 645 58,758 149913
3.757.967 4,540,204 3.TER147
6355017 6 HH5 625 6,490 548
2700304 2,700,304 2,700 304
135,169 135,169 135,169
478388 487,879 478534
(1,052,730 (1,046,262) (1LINRATY
2261131 2,277,000 2195135
1,512 1.526

2261131 2,178,602 2196661

235,008 162856 235,008
516,154 559,842 K16 154
66,274 57387 66,274

1,117,436 THO, 3 1117436
14,400 14,400 14,400

1094, 162 1,543 368 1,194,163

1963917 2,269,160 193917

3,971 - 3971

3,176,450 3,826,928 3,176,451

4,203 386 4,607,023 4.293 887

6,555,007 6,885,625 6,490 548

0,084 [N gl

Group
F0.06,2022 30062023 300062022
RO RO RO
3912734 3,272,567 3929115
(2,495,741 (20019.272)  (2,495,741)
1416593 1,253,295 1433373
2971 T.958 2971
1419964 1,261,253 1,436,344
{1,033 535) (G903, 280 11,040,791
{233,580) [228,545) { 240,90
(1,267,615 (1131.834)  (1.281,787)
152,349 129419 154,557
(92,096 (80,374) (92,05
60,253 49,045 62,461
60,253 49,045 62 461
40,045 62,352
{8
49,045 62,46]
000 0. 0022 0.0

Group
30.06.2023 300062022
RO RO

T OF




06 | MUSCAT DAILY | SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023

Dhofar Municipality ties with Thawani

Dhofar Municipality announced
its collaboration with Thawani
Technologies (Thawani) to
leverage the latest immersive
technologies and create unfor-
gettable and hassle-free experi-
ences for visitors to Southern
Oman during the Dhofar Khareef
Season 2023.

By utilising bank cards, visi-
tors can effortlessly purchase
tickets by tapping them on the
NFC-enabled devices (Lamsa).
Additionally, Dhofar Municipal-
ity is providing customers with a
modern, exceptional and first-of-
its-kind experience in the Middle
East through the innovative .fa-
cial recognition technology pro-
vided by Thawani's Face
Payment device.

A revolutionary new way to
pay for ticket purchases with just
a glance, the Face Payment tech-
nology ensures highly secure
transactions, as each customer's
face serves as their unique iden-
tifier. The Face Payment device
will be available at all sale points
during the Dhofar Khareef Sea-
son 2023 activities, enabling vis-
itors to enjoy a convenient,
cashless, and secure ticket pur-
chasing process.

Ahmed al Harthy, head of
Communication at Thawani
Technologies, said, “We are
committed to delivering innova-
tive payment solutions using re-
liable facial recognition and
financial technology or FinTech.
Through our cooperation with

Dhofar Municipality, people can
utilise our safe, smart, and secure
Face Pay device, ensuring their
identities are protected while

navigating Dhofar during the
Khareef season.”

As part of the collaboration
between Dhofar Municipality

and Thawani Technologies, all
gateway payments for the
Mawasem Dhofar App will now
be exclusively processed through

Thawani's payment gateway.
Developed and owned by Dhofar
Municipality, the Mawasem
Dhofar app supports visitors in

navigating the region and making
the most of their Khareef experi-
ence by providing practical infor-
mation on attractions.

First Saudi
Film Confex
to debut in
Riyadh

The Saudi Film Commission is
expected to debut its new indus-
try event, the Saudi Film Confex,
in Riyadh later this year.

Running from 1-4 October in
BLVD Expo, the four-day confer-
ence and exhibition will lay the
foundations for the Kingdom's
future film industry ventures and
will attract the world's leading
filmmakers, producers, directors,
investors, and media, a press re-
lease said.

"Saudi Film Confex will en-
compass pillars that support ac-
tivities and interests in the
Kingdom, with the goal of en-
hancing the industry's presence
and promoting the economic
value of film industry. Featuring
the participation of various enti-
ties to showcase their services
and innovation, curated work-
shops, and six interactive zones,
the event is underpinned the
growing economic role of the
film industry in Saudi Arabia.

The venue boasts
40,000sgm of exhibition space,
catering for over 100 exhibitors,
50 keynote speakers. Three main
topics will be addressed through-
out Saudi Film Confex, including
industry trends, global practices,
and challenges and opportunities
in  filmmaking. Thoughtfully
designed workshops will also be
spread over three days.

ahlibank offers
cash back at
Shell Oman

In a continued effort to offer
value-added benefits and
services to its customers,
Ahlibank has once again
teamed up with Shell Oman
Marketing Company (Shell
Oman) to provide all its
credit card holders with an
exciting cash back offer.
Scheduled to run for 5
days each month Until Octo-
ber 2023, the promotion of-
fers all Ahlibank credit
cardholders 20% cash back
when fuelling or shopping in
shell service stations and Se-
lect shops with a maximum
cap of RO10 per customer, a
press release said.
Commenting on the pro-
motion, Muneer al Balushi,
AGM-head of Retail Distri-
bution, Ahlibank, said, “Our
role as one of the sultanate's
leading banking institutions
requires us to develop offers
and services that meet cus-
tomer needs over time. This
will enable us to fulfill their

intention to utilise their
credit cards in the best way
possible. Such offers en-
hance our customers' loyalty
and give them added value”.

“We are pleased to an-
nounce this offer, which will
help us strengthen relation-
ships with existing clients
and build relationships with
new ones. With the launch
of the latest promotional
offer, Ahlibank is demon-
strating its leadership in pro-
viding innovative banking
reward programmes and so-
lutions that meet the diverse
needs of its customers” he
added.

The cash back campaign
reflects the bank’'s commit-
ment to its growth strategy
by creating products and
services that offer value-
added benefits to the cus-
tomers and help consolidate
its position in the market as
one of Oman'’s leading and
most trusted banks.

Anantara’s Ras Al Khaimah
Resort to launch by year-end

Bringing the concept of eco-lux-
ury to the shores of Ras al
Khaimah in the United Arab Emi-
rates, Minor Hotels shares an
update on its new luxury resort
scheduled to launch in the emi-
rate later this year.

Now in the final stages of de-
velopment, Anantara Mina Al
Arab Ras Al Khaimah Resort will
open in Q4 and will be the
brand’'s ninth property in the
UAE, a press release said.

Set along the Arabian Gulf

coastline on Mina Al Arab Island
in Ras Al Khaimah with a back-
drop of the majestic Hajar moun-
tains, Anantara Mina Al Arab is
situated amid 1.5km of man-
groves and lagoons in a natural
reserve. The resort will be a 45-
minute drive from Dubai Interna-
tional Airport and just 15 minutes
from Ras Al Khaimah Interna-
tional Airport.

Designed to blend seamlessly
with the natural surroundings,
the new-build resort features 174

guest rooms, suites and villas, in-
cluding the first over water villas
in the emirate. All the accom-
modation has been built in a sus-
tainable fashion, with furniture
and fittings using eco-friendly
materials such as sustainable
wood and recycled fabrics and
plastics.

The resort will also feature a
range of sustainable initiatives
including greywater waste recy-
cling, thermodynamics and solar
panels for water heating.

Bank Nizwa launches
eco-friendly debit card

Bank Nizwa recently announced
the introduction of a first of its
kind eco-friendly corporate debit
card in the sultanate. The new
cards cater to the specific needs
of corporate and SME clients,
providing a convenient solution
for business transactions.

With round-the-clock access
to company accounts, smart and
customisable services and the
highest levels of transparency in
operations, the cards are aimed
at making transactions more
seamless and prompt, a press
release said.

Cardholders can enjoy multi-
ple benefits such as cash with-
drawals and deposits, secure,

contactless payments at Point of
Sale (POS) machines and e-
commerce platforms and acces-
sibility across a diverse network
which includes OmanNet and
GCCNet as well as Mastercard -
International. With innovative
features, the cards also adhere
to Islamic banking principles.

Khalid al Barwani, deputy gen-
eral manager Wholesale Bank-
ing, Bank Nizwa, said, "Vigilant
and responsive to the evolving
demands of the market, Bank
Nizwa has been able to identify
and address the common chal-
lenges encountered by corpo-
rates when it comes handling
transactions.”

NBO wins ‘Best Brand Identity in Oman’

National Bank of Oman (NBO)
has been awarded the title of
'‘Best Brand Identity in Oman
2023' by the International Busi-
ness Magazine.

This esteemed recognition
not only reaffirms NBQO's pur-
pose-driven and value-oriented
communications strategy, along
with its reignited brand identity,
but also celebrates the bank's il-
lustrious 50 years of legacy and
rich history.

For half a century, NBO has
been committed to excellence
and innovation, which has been
instrumental in shaping its mod-
ernisation journey. By seamlessly
blending tradition with contem-
porary values, NBO has crafted a
brand that stands apart in the
competitive banking industry, a
press release said.

Sherifa al Maskari, head of
Brand at the National Bank of
Oman, said, “In 2022, NBO un-
veiled its new brand identity, fea-
turing a vibrant look and feel to

differentiate it further from other
brands and competitors. The
new identity revamped the
bank's values, aligning them with
its strategic goals, aspiration, and
the way it communicates its
products and services. NBO's
four values of being authentic
first and foremost, relentlessly
pioneering, creating value
through connection, and pursu-
ing simplicity, are the guiding
principles that empower the
bank to unlock opportunities as
one.”

She further stated, "Winning
the 'Best Brand Identity Award'
has served as a motivational fac-
tor to strive for even greater
heights, continuing to innovate
and expand NBO's services to
solidify its leading position in the
local banking industry,"

Lulu unveils 'Celebrations of India’

LuLu Oman launched its 'Cele-
brations of India' campaign to
commemorate the 77th Indian
Independence Day.

The week-long festival, co-
inciding with Indian Independ-
ence Day celebrations on
August 15, will showcase the
rich and diverse product range,
culinary traditions and regional
flavours of the country.

The event was inaugurated
by H E Amit Narang, ambassa-
dor of India to the Sultanate of
Oman, in the presence of offi-
cials from the Indian commu-
nity and Lulu officials. The
festival will be continue until
August 16 at selected Lulu out-
lets across the sultanate, a

press release said.

‘Celebrations  of India’
showcases the diversity of
India, and is an opportunity for
the people of Oman to enjoy
the products and produce that
are at the heart of Indian cul-
ture. Lulu has also flown in
many exclusive Indian prod-
ucts from its network of food
processing and logistics cen-
tres across India for the cam-
paign.

Experience the best of In-
dian products in all categories
from fresh and frozen food to
non-food, grocery including a
wide variety of millets, hot food
and bakery, meat, household
items, home appliances, gar-

ments and footwear, lifestyle
and fashion. There are also
amazing promotions and of-
fers on a wide range of Indian
products on display.

Ananth A V, director -
Oman, Sri Lanka and India of
Lulu Group, stated, “Every
year, we organise the Celebra-
tions of India campaign to
showcase a variety of Indian
products.

It is a wonderful chance for
the Indian community to enjoy
many of the products that they
have been accustomed to. Our
customers today are world cit-
izens and so this is part of our
continuing efforts to bring the
world to their doorstep, he

added".

Through seasonal cam-
paigns and promotions, Lulu
continuously reaches out to its
customers with a wide variety
of products sourced from
across the world. For Lulu Hy-
permarkets, the most widely
recognised face of the Lulu
group, this event is another
way for the brand to show its
commitment towards building
a world class shopping experi-
ence.

Lulu Hypermarkets offer the
vision of being a place where
the world comes to shop and
so every one of Lulu’s offerings
is designed keeping the widest
consumer spectrum in mind.
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West African bloc scraps meeting on Niger

The Economic Community of West African States had approved a military force to reinstate Bazoum

Niamey, Niger - West African
leaders deferred a crisis meeting
due on Saturday on dealing with
the coup in Niger after approving
the deployment of a ‘standby
force to restore constitutional
order’ as soon as possible.

The Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS)
regional bloc had approved a mil-
itary force to reinstate elected
President Mohamed Bazoum,
who was ousted by members of
his guard on July 26.

Chiefs of staff from member
states of the West African bloc
were scheduled to attend a
meeting on Saturday in the
Ghanaian capital Accra but later
indefinitely suspended it for
‘technical reasons'.

Sources said the meeting was
originally set up to inform the or-
ganisation's leaders about ‘the
best options’ for activating and
deploying the standby force.

“The military option seriously
envisaged by ECOWAS is not a
war against Niger and its people
but a police operation against
hostage takers and their accom-
plices,” Niger's Foreign Minister
Hassoumi Massaoudou said on
Saturday.

Chairperson of ECOWAS and President of Nigeria Bola Ahmed Tinubu reacts after addressing ECOWAS Head of
States and Government extraordinary session in Abuja, on Thursday (AFpP)

ECOWAS is determined to
stop the sixth military takeover in
the region in just three years and
has severed financial transac-
tions and electricity supplies and
closed borders with landlocked
Niger, blocking much-needed im-
ports to one of the world's poor-

est countries. Thousands of coup
supporters rallied in the Niger
capital Niamey on Friday to
protest against the ECOWAS
plan to send troops.

‘Down with ECOWAS’

Protesters gathered near a

French military base on the out-
skirts of Niamey shouting ‘Down
with  France, down with
ECOWAS'.

Niger's new leaders have ac-
cused former colonial power
France, a close Bazoum ally, of
being behind the hardline

HASSOUMI MASSAOUDOU

ECOWAS stance.

Many protesters brandished
Russian and Niger flags and
shouted their support for the
country's new strongman, Gen-
eral Abdourahamane Tiani.

“We are going to make the
French leave! ECOWAS isn't in-
dependent, it's being manipu-
lated by France,” said one
demonstrator, Aziz Rabeh Ali.

France has around 1,500
troops in Niger as part of a force
battling an eight-year militant in-
surgency. It is facing growing
hostility across the Sahel, with-
drawing its anti-militant forces
from neighbouring Mali and

Burkina Faso last year after falling
out with military governments
that ousted elected leaders.
Niger's new leaders scrapped
defence agreements with France
last week, while a hostile protest
outside the French embassy in
Niamey on July 30 prompted
Paris to evacuate its citizens.

Fears for Bazoum

The European Union and the
African Union joined others in
sounding the alarm for Bazoum
on Friday.

UN rights chief Volker Turk
said Bazoum's reported deten-
tion conditions ‘could amount to
inhuman and degrading treat-
ment, in violation of international
human rights law’.

German Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock warned that
the ‘coup plotters must face
harsh consequences should
anything happen’ to Bazoum or
his family.

Top US diplomat Antony
Blinken said he was ‘dismayed’ by
the military’s refusal to release
Bazoum's family as a ‘demon-
stration of goodwill'.

A source close to Bazoum
said: “He's OK, but the conditions

are very difficult”. The coup lead-
ers had threatened to assault him
in the event of military interven-
tion. Human Rights Watch said it
had spoken to Bazoum earlier
this week. The 63-year-old de-
scribed the treatment of himself,
his wife and their 20-year-old son
as ‘inhuman and cruel’, HRW
said.

“I'm not allowed to receive my
family members (or) my friends
who have been bringing food and
other supplies to us,” the group
quoted him as saying.

"My son is sick, has a serious
heart condition, and needs to see
a doctor,” he was quoted as say-
ing. “They've refused to let him
get medical treatment.”

Under pressure to stem a cas-
cade of coups among its mem-
bers, ECOWAS had previously
issued a seven-day ultimatum to
the coup leaders to return
Bazoum to power.

But the generals defied the
deadline, which expired on Sun-
day without any action being
taken.

The coup leaders have since
named a new government, which
met for the first time on Friday.
AFP

Australia PM condemns ‘scare’
tactics on Indigenous reform

Sydney, Australia - Australia’s
Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese on Saturday attacked an
opposition ‘scare campaign’
against his plan to give Indige-
nous people a constitutional right
to be consulted on laws that im-
pact them.

Opinion polls show faltering
support for the reform, which
was proposed by Indigenous
communities to give them a so-
called Voice on policymaking as
well as recognition in the consti-
tution for the first time.

Australians will vote oniitin a
referendum expected in mid-Oc-
tober. An Essential survey of
1,150 voters released last week
put the 'no’ camp ahead for the
first time with 47 per cent
against, 43 per cent in favour and
10 per cent undecided.

Other recent surveys indi-
cated the 'yes' side was slightly
ahead despite a gradual decline
over the past year. To pass, the
constitutional amendment needs
a majority of votes in favour, both
nationally and in most states.

Albanese said the conserva-

Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese (AFP)

tive opposition Liberal Party had
been ‘running a scare campaign
about the Voice'. Opposition
leader Peter Dutton has warned
that putting the Voice in the con-
stitution would ‘change our
whole system of government'.

But he has vowed to simply
recognise Indigenous people in
the constitution.

‘Liftup all
Australians’
Albanese described Dutton’s

promise as ‘disingenuous’, saying
he had been part of the previous
conservative government that
failed to give Indigenous people
recognition in the constitution.
Supporters say the constitu-
tional reform enshrining a Voice
would help address the colonial
legacy and inequalities faced by
Aboriginal Australians, whose
ancestors have lived on the con-
tinent for at least 60,000 years.
More than 200 years since
British settlement and the ensu-

ing persecution of Indigenous
Australians, they are more likely
to be poor, undereducated, sick
or jailed. But opponents say the
proposal is divisive, lacks detail,
adds unnecessary bureaucracy
and risks clogging up the courts.

False claims have also been
spread online, including one de-
bunked by AFP's Fact Check that
Australians risked having their
land taken away from them in
case of a 'yes' vote.

The prime minister urged
Australians to seize the moment
and vote for the reform.

“| say this: There is an oppor-
tunity to get constitutional recog-
nition for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Island people this year,” Al-
banese said.

A vote in favour of the consti-
tutional change would ‘lift up all
Australians’, he said.

“If not now, when?" he asked,
warning that a 'no’ vote could put
the question on the back burner
for a long time to come.

“| say to Australians, this is an
opportunity. Don't miss it.”

AFP

Baby among 2 people dead as
migrant boat sinks off Tunisia

Tunis, Tunisia - At least two
Tunisians including a baby died
when their boat sank on Saturday
soon after leaving the country's
shores, the coastguard said, amid
a spike in attempts to reach Eu-
rope. Tunisia is a major gateway
for migrants attempting perilous
voyages across the Mediter-
ranean in often rickety boats in
the hopes of a better life.

The vessel carrying 20
Tunisians went down at 2am
when it was only 120 metres
(395 feet) from the coast in
Gabes, the North African coun-
try's coastguard said. “Two bod-
ies have been recovered, one of a
20-year-old man and the other of
an infant,” said a statement.

Five passengers were missing,
the coastguard said, adding
search operations were ongoing
and 13 others had been rescued.

Authorities in the city of
Gabes have launched an investi-
gation to ‘determine the circum-
stances of this tragedy’, it added.

More than 1,800 people have
died this year in shipwrecks in the
central Mediterranean migration
route, the world's deadliest -

Migrants are seen on board a small boat, as coast guards prepare to transfer

them onto their vessel, at sea between Tunisia and Italy, on Thursday (AFP)

more than twice as many as last
year, according to the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration.
On Monday judicial officials re-
ported the deaths of 11 migrants
in a shipwreck off Sfax, with
dozens more missing. The east-
ern Tunisian port city of Sfax,
which is located about 130km
(80 miles) from the Italian island
of Lampedusa, has emerged as a
key migrant launchpad.

Migrant interceptions
double

The Tunisian coastguard says it
intercepted 34,290 migrants in
the six months to June 20, most

from sub-Saharan African coun-
tries, compared with 9,217 over
the same period in 2022.

The number of Africans at-
tempting to make the crossing
has spiked since Tunisian Presi-
dent Kais Saied alleged, in a
speech on February 21, that
‘hordes’ of irregular migrants
were causing crime and posing a
demographic threat to the mainly
Arab country. Many have also
fled since hundreds of migrants
were arrested or chased into the
desert after the deadly stabbing
of a Tunisian man in a brawl with
migrants in Sfax on July 3.

AFP

Death toll in IS attack on
Syria army bus rises to 33

Beirut, Lebanon - An attack by
Islamic State group militants
on Syrian government forces
in the war-torn country's east
has killed 33 soldiers, a moni-
tor said on Saturday, revising
an earlier toll of 26 deaths.

The shooting on Thursday
evening on an army bus was
the extremist group’'s dead-
liest attack on government
forces this year, according to
the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights.

Despite losing their last
piece of territory in Syria in
2019, IS has maintained hide-
outs in the vast Syrian desert
from which it has carried out
ambushes and hit-and-run
attacks.

“The death toll from the
army bus attack rose to 33
soldiers,” said Rami Abdel
Rahman, who heads the
British-based monitoring
group which relies on a wide
network of sources inside

Syria.

The militants surrounded
the bus in the desert near
Mayadeen, in Deir Ezzor
province, and opened fire,
the Observatory reported on
Friday.

IS claimed the attack later
on Friday, saying its fighters
had carried out an ambush ‘on
two military buses’, targeting
them ‘with heavy weapons
and rocket-propelled
grenades’ and setting one on
fire, according to a statement
from the militants’ Amagq
news agency.

Syrian state news agency
SANA said the ‘terrorist at-
tack’ had caused a number of
military casualties, citing an
army source.

Abdel Rahman said IS ‘has
recently been escalating its
deadly military attacks... aim-
ing to cause as many deaths
as possible”.

AFP

Malaysians vote in elections seen as referendum on Anwar

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia -
Malaysians in six states went to
the polls on Saturday to vote for
state assembly members in
elections widely seen as a
barometer of support for Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s unity
government.

While the elections are un-
likely to immediately affect
Anwar's current two-thirds ma-
jority in parliament, analysts said
his hold on power could weaken
if his Pakatan Harapan coalition
suffers a setback, especially
among Malay Muslim voters in
the largely Islamic Southeast
Asian nation.

Polls closed at 6pm (1000
GMT), with the results expected
to be known later on Saturday.

Voter turnout was between
56-70 per cent of the more than
9.7mn registered voters as of
4pm, the Election Commission
said.

The results for the 245 as-
sembly seats at stake in the
states of Kelantan, Terengganu,
Kedah, Penang, Selangor and
Negeri Sembilan are expected to

Selangor’s chief minister Amirudin Shari of Pakatan Harapan (Alliance of Hope) and his wife Masdiana Muhamad

gesture before casting their vote at a polling station during the state election in Selayang on Saturday (afp)

be known within hours.

Of the six, Anwar's coalition
currently holds Negeri Sembilan
and the country's two richest
states: Selangor, home of
Malaysia's biggest port, and
Penang, which hosts a thriving

semiconductor industry.

The other three states are
controlled by an influential rural-
based Malay Muslim alliance led
by former prime minister
Muhyiddin Yassin.

Malays account for two-thirds

of Malaysia’s 33mn population,
which includes large ethnic Chi-
nese and Indian minorities.
Anwar, in an appeal on Face-
book on the eve of the polls,
urged voters to give his coalition
a ‘clear and strong mandate... to

bring a better agenda for all races
in this country’.

The 76-year-old, who had
campaigned on a promise of re-
forms in last year's general elec-
tions, is pushing for a more
inclusive society where other
races are allowed greater partic-
ipation, while his opponents
want primacy of the Malay Mus-
lim majority.

Opposition coalition Perikatan
Nasional has expressed confi-
dence in making further inroads.

One key Perikatan member is
the Malaysian Islamic Party, or
PAS, which aims to create a
theocratic state.

Having won 49 parliamen-
tary seats, or more than 20 per
cent of the 222-member parlia-
ment last year, PAS has in re-
cent months stepped up racial
and religious rhetoric to shore
up support.

“| feel quite excited and | hope
Perikatan can win again in this
area,” said housewife Jamilah
Baharin, 48, who voted in Kedah
state, a PAS stronghold.

AFP
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Hawaii starts probe into wildfire
handling as death toll hits 80

Lahaina, US - Hawaii's chief legal
officer said on Friday she was
opening a probe into the handling
of devastating wildfires that killed
at least 80 people in the state this
week, as criticism grows of the
official response.

The announcement and in-
creased death toll came as resi-
dents of Lahaina were allowed
back into the town for the first
time - with most finding their
homes had been reduced to
ashes, and even the lucky few
angry at a sense of abandon-
ment. “Everything has been co-
conut wire,"” said William Harry,
referring to a system of rumors.

“One person heard, then told
another, but it's not official infor-
mation. They don't come here
and explain anything.” Another
man, who did not want to be
named, told AFP he felt like he
had been left to fend for himself.

“Where is the government?
Where are they?" he fumed.

“This is insane. We can't move
freely, we don't get the support,
now we've heard about looting.”
Hawaii's Attorney General Anne
Lopez said her office would be
examining 'critical decision-mak-
ing and standing policies leading
up to, during and after the wild-
fires on Maui and Hawai'i islands
this week.”

“My department is committed
to understanding the decisions
that were made before and dur-
ing the wildfires and to sharing
with the public the results of this
review.” Late Friday, Maui county
officials gave an updated death
toll from the disaster.

“The number of fatalities is at
80," the county said, adding that
1,418 people were at emergency
evacuation shelters.

Reunion
For some of those who made it

This aerial photo shows destroyed buildings and homes in the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, western Maui, Hawaii on Friday (AFp)

back into Lahaina, there was ela-
tion as they tearfully reconnected
with neighbours they feared
might not have got out alive.

“You made it!" cried Chyna
Cho, as she embraced Amber
Langdon amid the ruins. “l was
trying to find you.”

For some of the luckiest, there
was joy - albeit tempered by the
scale of the tragedy that counts
among the worst natural disas-
ters to hit the state of Hawaii.

“I just couldn't believe it,"
Keith Todd told AFP after finding
his home intact.

“I'm so grateful, but at the
same time it's so devastating.”

Todd, 64, discovered his
house and his neighbour's house
untouched, and his solar panels
providing electricity to the fridge,
which was still dispensing ice on
demand. But even those few
whose homes still appeared hab-
itable were being warned they
might not be safe.

“Some structures in the La-
haina water system were de-
stroyed by the fire.. These
conditions may have caused
harmful contaminants, including

benzene and other volatile or-
ganic chemicals (VOCs), to enter
the water system,” said Maui's
water department. “As a precau-
tion...(we) are advising residents
to not use the tap water for drink-
ing and cooking until further no-
tice."

‘It hurts’

Some of those who made it back
to Lahaina wandered in stunned
silence trying to take in the enor-
mity of the destruction.

Anthony La Puente said the
shock of finding his home burned
to nothing was profound.

“You are not able to find the
things you grew up with, or the
things you remember,” he told
AFP of the house he had lived in
for 16 years. “The only thing | can
say is that it hurts. It takes a toll
on you emotionally,” the 44-
year-old said.

La Puente dug through the still

warm ashes of his home, picking
out a Starbucks tumbler that had
survived, but despairing at the
loss of irreplaceable things, like
mementoes of his late father.

‘| had packed up my dad's be-
longings’ hoping to sort through
them at some point, he said.

But that will never happen.

“Now it's gone.”

The number of people killed
surpassed the count fromwhen a
tsunami struck the Big Island in
1960. “Without a doubt, there
will be more fatalities. We don't
know ultimately how many will
have occurred,” Governor Josh
Green said.

Crews from Honolulu arrived
on Maui along with search and
rescue teams equipped with K-9
cadaver dogs, Maui County said.

Firefighters were continuing to
extinguish flare-ups and contain
wildfires in Lahaina.

AFP

Brazilian former President, Jair Bolsonaro (AFP)

Bolsonaro aides
raided in Brazil
jewels probe

Rio De Janeiro, Brazil - Brazilian
police raided the homes of Jair
Bolsonaro allies accused of re-
selling gifts including jewelery
from foreign dignitaries for the
‘illicit enrichment of’ the former
president, a judicial judgment
showed on Friday.

The divisive right-winger cat-
egorically denied any wrongdo-
ing, his lawyers saying he ‘never
appropriated or misappropriated
any public good’, in a statement
posted on the G1 news site.

The scandal broke earlier this
year, when newspaper Estado de
Sao Paulo reported customs offi-
cials had seized a set of jewels
from a government aide who
tried to bring them into the coun-
try undeclared in his backpack in
2021,

Brazilian law bars public offi-
cials from keeping expensive
gifts.

Elements of the police investi-
gation were disclosed in a judg-
ment by Supreme Court judge
Alexandre de Moraes to justify
search warrants carried out by
federal police on Friday at the

homes of former Bolsonaro
aides.
“The evidence collected

showed (the existence) during
the presidency of Jair Bolsonaro,
of a network to divert goods of a
high amount which were offered

to him,” part of the judgment
read. “Beyond allowing an inad-
missible enrichment of the Pres-
ident of the Republic... it is
possible that the Brazilian head
of state was co-opted by foreign
nations through these assets”,
investigators believe.

They also reported goods
placed in ‘a suitcase transported
on the presidential plane on De-
cember 30', when Bolsonaro left
Brazil for the United States, two
days before the inauguration of
his left-wing successor Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva, who defeated
him in an October 2022 election.

Among these state gifts were
two sculptures given by the gov-
ernment of Bahrain during a
state visit in 2021, as well as gifts
from Saudi Arabia including a
watch and a fountain pen from
the Swiss luxury brand Chopard,
investigators say.

One of those suspected of re-
selling these gifts is Mauro Cid, a
former top aide to Bolsonaro,
who has been in prison since
May over falsification of COVID-
19 vaccination certificates.

According to investigators,
Cid mentioned in an audio mes-
sage ‘25,000 dollars in cash’
which would be intended for the
ex-president after the sale of cer-
tain goods.

AFP

US Justice Department
names special counsel
to probe Biden's son

Washington, US - The US Jus-
tice Department on Friday es-
calated its investigation into
President Joe Biden's son
Hunter, naming a special
counsel amid allegations of
tax fraud and illicit overseas
business deals.

Attorney General Merrick
Garland appointed prosecutor
David Weiss, who has been
investigating Hunter Biden
since 2019 on low-level tax
and gun charges.

The announcement came
just as Weiss told the federal
court in Delaware that a plea
deal struck with Biden in June
was no longer valid, indicat-
ing that he could move to file
felony tax charges against
the president's son in other
jurisdictions.

Garland said Weiss, who
was originally appointed as a
federal prosecutor by Joe
Biden's political rival Donald
Trump, had requested special
counsel status to be able to
pursue his probe more widely.

“Upon considering his re-
quest, as well as the extraordi-
nary circumstances relating to
this matter, | have concluded
that it is in the public interest
to appoint him as special
counsel,” Garland said.

Deals in

China, Ukraine

The move comes as Joe Biden
is running for reelection, pos-
sibly in a rematch with ex-
president Trump, himself
accused of felony crimes in

the investigation by another
Justice Department special
counsel, Jack Smith.

Republicans have made
Hunter Biden's business deal-
ings a target in trying to dam-
age the Democratic
incumbent's standing some 15
months before the election.

Garland gave no hint on
the subject matter of Weiss'
expanded probe, only saying
his elevation to special coun-
sel ‘reaffirms’ the independ-
ence and authority of his
investigation.

Hunter Biden has come
under investigation in Con-
gress over business deals he
did in China, Ukraine and else-
where during and after his fa-
ther's 2009-2017 term as vice
president. A former business
associate told Congress re-
cently that Hunter had gotten
his father involved in tele-
phone calls with his foreign
partners several times.

Republicans allege Joe
Biden used his political posi-
tion to help his son - a claim
the president denies.

Hunter Biden is also be-
lieved to be facing possible
prosecution for acting as an
unregistered foreign agent, in
relation to some of his off-
shore business deals.

Until now, Weiss's investi-
gation has focused on low-
level charges that Hunter
Biden, 53, didn't pay taxes on
millions of dollars in income,
and illegally bought a firearm.
AFP

2 dead, 16 missing
in China mudslide

Beijing, China - Two people died
and 16 others are missing after a
mudslide triggered by heavy
rains occurred near the northern
Chinese city of Xi'an, state media
reported on Saturday.

China has faced deadly floods
and historic rainfall in recent
weeks, with the death toll from
storms in the northern part of the
country reaching at least 78 on
Friday.

"Affected by short-term local
heavy rainfall, at 18:00 on Au-
gust 11... there was a sudden
mountain flash flood and mud-
slide,” reported state broad-

caster CCTV.

“A preliminary inspection
showed that, at present, two
houses in the village have been
washed away and infrastructure
including roads, bridges and
power supply have been dam-
aged,” said the report.

Four of the people initially
trapped by the mudslide have
been saved, CCTV added.

Chinese state media said
emergency response and rescue
efforts were continuing on Satur-
day morning as 16 individuals re-
mained missing.

AFP
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Students with special needs dressed in traditional clothes take part in a street carnival with family
members ahead of Indonesia’s 78th Independence Day in Makassar, South Sulawesi, on Saturday (AFp)

Colombians accused in Ecuador, Haiti assassinations

Quito, Ecuador - Two years after
a Colombian squad allegedly
shot dead the president of Haiti,
authorities in Ecuador have ac-
cused a group of Colombians of
being behind the assassination of
a top presidential candidate,
pointing to the export of a culture
of political hitjobs.

Colombia has a long history of
politicians being assassinated by
opponents, drug traffickers, or
paramilitaries, and even its pres-
ident, Gustavo Petro, cam-
paigned before his election from
behind a wall of bulletproof
shields.

After the shock assassination
of Ecuador journalist and anti-
corruption crusader Fernando
Villavicencio on Wednesday, au-
thorities released pictures of six
Columbian suspects, one of
them splattered with blood.

A seventh suspect was killed
in a shootout at the scene of the

Tamia (right foreground) and Amanda Villavicencio, daughters of slain Ecuadorean presidential candidate

Fernando Villavicencio, stand by their father's coffin at the Quito Exhibition Center in Quito, on Friday (AFpP)

crime. The country’s main news-
paper, El Universo, reported
Villavicencio was assassinated
‘hitman-style and with three
shots to the head'. Police said the
suspects were arrested in a se-
ries of raids in which they also

found a rifle, a machine gun,
grenades and ammunition.

In a message of support to
Ecuador, Venezuela's President
Nicolas Maduro drew a direct
link to the murder of Haitian
president Jovenel Moise in his

home in July 2021 by a group of
17 Colombian mercenaries.

"A gang of Colombian hitmen,
mercenaries, went to Haiti to as-
sassinate a president,” he said
during an official event.

"These criminal gangs of hit-

men are unfortunately taking this
Colombian model of political as-
sassinations outside of its bor-
ders.” Jorge Mantilla, a
Colombian investigator into or-
ganised crime, said that the ar-
rests showed the ‘specialisation
among Colombian criminals in
the use of violence" after six
decades of armed conflict be-
tween the state and guerrillas,
paramilitaries and drug gangs.

He said the two assassina-
tions “show the capacity that
these violence professionals
have of connecting with transna-
tional crime networks.” Villavi-
cencio said last week he had
received several threats from Los
Choneros, one of Ecuador’s most
powerful criminal groups which
the Insight Crime thinktank said
became the armed wing of a
Colombian drug cartel. It also has
ties to Mexico's Sinaloa cartel.
AFP



SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023 | MUSCAT DAILY | 09

Little-known senator to be Pakistan
caretaker PM until poll due in months

Islamabad, Pakistan - A little-
known senator from Pakistan's
least-populous province was
named caretaker prime minister
on Saturday to see the country
through to an election due in
months.

Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar, from
Balochistan province, takes on a
country that has been wracked
by political and economic insta-
bility for months, with Imran
Khan, the country’'s most popular
politician in jail.

Kakar was confirmed by Pres-
ident Arif Alvi as the choice of
the outgoing coalition govern-
ment, led by Shehbaz Sharif, and
opposition leader Raja Riaz
Ahmad.

"We first agreed that whoever
should be prime minister, he
should be from a smaller
province so smaller provinces'
grievances should be ad-
dressed,” Riaz said.

Kakar, 52, will lead Pakistan
through to general and provincial
elections due by November, but
which some officials have al-
ready said will be delayed until
next year.

Political analyst Hasan Askari
Rizvi told AFP that Kakar ‘has a
limited political career and not
much weight in Pakistani poli-

tics', but that could work in his
favour. “This can be an advan-
tage because he has no strong
affiliation with the major political
parties,” he said.

"But the disadvantage is that
being a lightweight politician he
may find it difficult to cope with
the problems he's going to face
without the active support of the
military establishment.”

Khan in jail

The country has been in political
turmoil since former interna-
tional cricket star Imran Khan
was dismissed as premier by a
no-confidence vote in April
2022, culminating in him being
jailed last weekend for three
years for graft.

He has been disqualified from
standing for office for five years,
but is appealing against his sen-
tence and conviction.

Authorities have cracked
down hard against Khan's Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
in recent months, crushing his
grassroots power by rounding up
thousands of his supporters and
officials.

Analyst Ayesha Siddiga, not-
ing Kakar had done courses at
the National Defence University
- formerly the military's war col-

This file photo shows Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar speaking during an interview
with AFP in Quetta on January 16, 2016 (AFP)

AYESHA SIDDIQA

lege - said he would be close to
the establishment. “It seems that
the establishment has struck and
they have found somebody who
will be watching over their inter-
ests rather than that of politi-
cians,” she said.

Question mark over
election date
Parliament was officially dis-
solved on Wednesday with elec-
tions due within 90 days
according to the constitution.
But there has been specula-
tion for months that they would
be delayed as the establishment
grapples to stabilise a country
facing overlapping security, eco-
nomic and political crises.

Data from the latest census
carried was finally published last
weekend and the outgoing gov-
ernment said the election com-
mission needs time to redraw
constituency boundaries.

Asked this week on television
if a vote would take place this
year, interior minister Rana
Sanaullah replied: “An absolutely
straightforward answer - No.”

The election commission has
yet to comment.

Last month parliament rushed
through legislation that gives the
caretaker government more
power to negotiate with global
bodies such as the International
Monetary Fund, another clue it
may be around for a while.

Some analysts think the delay
could give time for the main
coalition partners - the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
- to figure out how to address the
challenge of Khan's PTI.

“But in reality, delaying the
election could simply anger the
public more and galvanise an op-
position that has already suffered
through months of crackdowns,”
said Michael Kugelman, director
of the South Asia Institute at the
Wilson Center.

AFP

Red alert in
India’s
Uttarakhand

New Delhi, India - The Indian
Meteorological Department on
Saturday issued a red alert for
Uttarakhand for Sunday and
Monday.

“Urgent red alert issued for
Uttarakhand as heavy to very
heavy rainfall, reaching ex-
tremely heavy levels (more than
204.4mm), is forecasted for Au-
gust 13th and 14th. Stay safe,”
India Meteorological Depart-
ment tweeted.

There has been heavy rain in
many districts of the state for the
last couple of days, causing wa-
terlogging and flooding and dis-
rupting the normal lives of the
people.

Earlier, five pilgrims were
killed after a car they were trav-
elling in was buried under the de-
bris of a landslide at Tarsali
under Chowki Phata in Uttarak-
hand's Rudraprayag district, po-
lice said on Saturday.

According to officials, the vic-
tims, including one from Gujarat,
were on their way to Kedarnath
when the incident took place on
Thursday evening.

The incident also led to the
blocking of the Guptkashi-Gau-
rikund highway leading to Kedar-
nath Dham for traffic on Friday,
said officials, while adding that
about 60 metres of the road had
been badly damaged.

ANI

Six people dead
as migrant boat
sinks in Channel

A P677 Cormoran Flamant-class patrol vessel of the French Navy sails on

Calais' harbour, northern France, during a rescue operation on Saturday (AFP)

Lille, France - Six people were
killed when a boat carrying mi-
grants heading to Britain sank in
the Channel early on Saturday,
French maritime officials said, as
a search continued to find those
still missing. A spokeswoman
from the French coastal authority
Premar said between five and 10
passengers were still missing,
while 55 had been rescued.

Three French ships, a helicop-
ter and a plane have been mo-
bilised to search the area off
Sangatte in northern France,
along with two British ships.

The local prosecutor said that
the first victim was a man aged
between 25 and 30 years old of
Afghan origin, who had been
evacuated by helicopter to a hos-
pital in Calais but later died.

Five other people in a critical
condition were taken to Calais on
a lifeboat but declared dead on
the ship's arrival, said the Premar
spokesperson.

The boat capsized around
2am local time (0000 GMT) off
the northern coast of France, ac-
cording to the prosecutor.

An AFP reporter in Calais saw
some of those rescued disem-
barking from a patrol boat with
emergency services on site.

French Prime Minister Elisa-
beth Borne wrote on the social
media site X, formerly known as
Twitter, that her ‘thoughts go out
to the victims' as she praised the
efforts of the rescue teams.

Perilous crossing
More than 100,000 migrants

have crossed the Channel on
small boats from France to
southeast England since Britain
began publicly recording the ar-
rivals in 2018, official figures re-
vealed on Friday.

French  authorities have
stepped up patrols and other de-
terrent measures after London
agreed in March to send Paris
hundreds of millions of euros an-
nually towards the effort.

The route across one of the
world’s busiest shipping lanes
has repeatedly proved perilous,
with several capsizings and
scores of migrants drowning in
the waters over the last decade.

In recent days there have
been several attempts to cross
the Channel in boats after
weather conditions improved.

Overnight Thursday, Premar
reported that 116 migrants had
been rescued including children,
on three separate boats.

Some 755 migrants were de-
tected on Thursday on 14 small
boats headed for England's
southern coast, the UK interior
ministry statistics showed, the
highest tally on a single day this
year.

Those boats brought the
number of arrivals so far this year
to nearly 16,000.

Five migrants died at sea and
four went missing while trying to
cross over to Britain from France
last year.

In November 2021, 27 mi-
grants died when a boat capsized
in the Channel.

AFP

AND DEITIES

School children dressed as freedom fighters and deities wave Indian national flags ahead of the country’s
Independence day in Amritsar on Saturday (AFP)

First direct flight from
Belarus arrives in India

New Delhi, India - The first di-
rect flight from Belarus, Be-
larusian Airline Belavia, finally
arrived in India.

On the social media ac-
count, X (formerly known as
Twitter), the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of
Belarus, on Saturday, shared a
video showing a flight arriving
in India and the Belarusian
Ambassador to India, Andrei
Rzheussky, along with the
staff untie the ribbon.

“First direct flight from
#Belarus arrived in #India," it
said in a tweet.

Earlier, on Wednesday,
Rzheussky had confirmed that
the first-ever direct flight be-
tween Minsk, the capital of
Belarus and Delhi, India would
start on August 12.

While speaking to ANI,
Ambassador said that a lot of
efforts were made to launch a
regular flight service between
Belarus and India.

“It was not the easy way.
For the last couple of years, we
did our routine job just to fulfil
this project into life. And now
| am proudly announcing that
at the end of this week (on
Saturday) the first ever sched-
uled flight from Minsk to India
will take place,” he said.

The Belarus Ambassador
also stated that only a couple
of flights were operated be-
fore this regular flight service.
He also highlighted the im-
portance of this flight service
in terms of business and
tourism.

ANI

Myanmar floods: 48,000 people waiting to go home

Bago, Myanmar - A baby slept
peacefully under a mosquito net
oblivious to hundreds of evacu-
ated flood victims lined up for
food at a monastery in Myanmar
on Saturday, all waiting for water
levels to recede before they can
return home.

Floods and landslides caused
by monsoon rain have killed five
and forced around 48,000 peo-
ple to flee their homes, the relief
ministry said.

On Saturday in Bago city,
northeast of Yangon, children
floated on rubber tyres squealing
with joy, while adults paddled
wooden canoes with supplies
through the murky brown and
yellow water to evacuation shel-
ters. Hundreds of families sat
fanning themselves in an open-
air hall at a monastery as volun-
teers distributed meal packs of
rice and egg curry.

Parents and children curled up
on mats surrounded by bags of
their meagre possessions -
clothes strung up on makeshift
washing lines above.

Tin Win, 52, said although the
conditions at the shelter were
cramped and people were only

A woman wades through a flooded street in Bago township in Myanmar's Bago region on Saturday (AFp)

receiving two meals a day, she
was thankful to be safe and dry.

"The space is tiny and there is
not much space to sleep. We
have to lie down next to each
other,” she told AFP.

“If there is no more rain, we
hope to go back home in three
days.”

Across the city, dogs scram-
bled onto Buddhist pagodas and
steps to escape the flood water

as rain pelted down.

The Myanmar weather bu-
reau said the Bago River had
risen a foot higher on Saturday
but was expected to start going
down over the coming days.

Myanmar experiences heavy
monsoon rains every year, but
scientists  believe  extreme
weather events are being exac-
erbated by climate change.

Escaping the deluge was a

struggle, said Ohm Kyi.

“We rented a boat to move
some stuff from home, but the
boat couldn't come very close.
So, we had to walk in the water
and carry everything we could,”
the 64-year-old told AFP.

"We only took some clothes,
pots and plates.”

Lay Shwe Zin Oo, director of
Myanmar's social welfare, relief
and resettlement ministry said

that five people had died and as
of Saturday 48,000 have been
evacuated from Kachin, Karen,
Chin, Rakhine, and Mon states
and the Magway and Bago re-
gions. “We have provided neces-
sary food including instant
noodles and drinking water,” she
said.

"People are staying at monas-
teries, schools and other higher
places.”

Meanwhile, Myanmar Red
Cross volunteers are busy evac-
uating families, distributing food
and providing health care in
flood-hit Karen state, the inter-
national organisation said on
Twitter, which has been re-
branded X.

Myanmar has been in turmoil
since a February 2021 military
coup that ousted Aung San Suu
Kyi's civilian government and
plunged the nation into a bloody
conflict between the junta and
opponents of their rule.

According to a local monitor-
ing group, more than 3,900 peo-
ple have been killed since the
coup, a figure the junta puts at
5,000.

AFP
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1) Use one's reflexes

6) One from Cedar Rapids
11) Cheesecake leg

14) Tidal flood
15) Recto's opposite

16) Pi-sigma connection

17) Elite military unit

19) Underwater electricity

source

20) Mai follower
21) Filbert or cashew

22) What to do after being

served

23) Pressing importance
27) Maroons
29) Neither's go-with

30) Bar mitzvah honoree

32) Modem Old World

money
33) It can be behind the

eight ball
34) Spread out, as fingers

36) Brainy club
39) Brings into play

E9

70

41) Certain moles
43) Makes a drink last

71

72

73

44) Camping shelters
46) It comes from the hip

48) Meal crumb

49) _ Christian Andersen
51) Main actor
52) Prefix with "con”

53) Old Japanese military 13) Drops feathers

leaders 18) Mounds of arms

56) Less abundant 23) Like some director's edi-

58) Cross-shaped Greek tions

character 24) Awaken

59) Ben Carson's grp. 25) They offer controlled

60) Compact submachine growing conditions

gun 26) Sounds from a pound

61) Roll-_ (some deodor- 28) Trojan War figure

ants) 31) Finger features

62) Oft-stuffed veggie 35) Butler-turned-poet?

68) Cause of grief 37) Indulgent outing

jz; lett of practice t3a8n)ic,vh”|onalre e :1 ‘AW —u vyl fa -1" lalp Iy
71) Bra's relative 40) Pre-wedding party ..I Rln ; 1jLi0T N B[OID | E [0-
72) Was at fault 42) Acquire quickly %—; :'-{_nE w T II_ o 2 = LAl
73) Kitchen rack item 45) Get close and cozy ii-_._E 1IrRlEfS S ElnfulklE
DOWN 47) Hungry sheep NIl [E SlTtIrRIlUIM[S
1) Avg,, in sizes 50) One who is loud at night " Pa G O T|Uu "E‘, Ni1lT
2) Hammer and anvil locale 53) Uses the cargo hold uiT|alh Wi |r|[E[D A|N|T|E
3) Time of one's existence 54) Vietnamese city RIO|W|E Njolvials “1|s|m
4) Minotaur's home 55) Weapon with a pointy F L A|WE D S|E|V E[R|N _
5) Flat people? head % E|S R ENEGESS
6)"_ Gotta Be Me" 57) Destroy a contract, ina s 7 [ [N | D II- :. ,2 : o ﬁ: 2 :
7) Above, to a poet way PlilLialu RlﬂlD E e e
8) Small brown birds 63) Dec. 24, e.8. YIelL pls l:il E | L | D | s Elr | R

9) Clever

| 0) Quack remedy
11) Envious veggies?
12) Like the frontrunner

64) "The Simpsons" neigh-

bor Flanders
65) Letters on a tire

66) List ending, often

67) Kind of whiskey

o ”1?»%
5

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Your dreams are important right now. They provide you with some
valuable insight about what's going on in your subconscious.

They could also confirm a few suspicions you've been having about a
trusted friend or sweetie. Have a conversation with a mutual friend
and see what they can tell you about this person.

They could let you in on some facts that might change how you feel,
but only in a good way. Suspicions are tricky things.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Your usual instinct is to deal with needy people compassionately, but you
have to start removing your emotions from things. Sometimes people get
in the habit of taking advantage of generous people like you, and you need
to know how to sense when you're dealing with one of these folks. The
problems of other people are nothing you should take on, especially right
now when you have important issues of your own to focus on. Turn

toward yourself and away from users.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Major career changes are never easy at first, but that's no excuse to
avoid a transition if that's what you think will make you happier. You
have to trust your gut on this. If it feels like the right thing to do, then it
is. At the very least, if things don't work out exactly the way you want
them to, you'll learn something. Not only is it unhealthy to doubt
yourself, it's no fun! You'll have many more adventures in your life if you

start taking a few more risks.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

The past will have a strong hold on you today, so be prepared for your
mind to wander back to the life you used to live. It's healthy to look
back every once in a while, so let yourself do it. The spell of nostalgia
might make you miss the people and places that are no longer part of
your life, but then you'll realize that they're still a part of you in a way.
But if you get a strong urge to get back in touch with someone, do it.

Search for them and connect to see what they're up to.

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

You mixed business with your personal life in the past and it was a big
mistake. So when it looks like it might happen again, it's understandable
that you respond by being adamant about having no financial dealings
with people you consider friends. But by sticking to this strict policy, you
could be missing out on a great thing. There are exceptions to every rule,
and today you should put some extra effort into determining whether or

not this could be one of them.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

If you're working hard to get closer to someone right now, stop! Getting
started with someone new should be fun and exciting, not exhausting
and frustrating. If things aren't working out between you, maybe they
aren't supposed to, at least not yet. But if romance is the furthest thing
from your mind right now, you're likely to have a very relaxing day. No
one will be bugging you and no on will be pressuring you to spend more

time with them.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

What vision do you have for your future? If you haven't given any
thought to where you want to be in your life in the next few years or
decades, today is a good day to put your mind to the task. It's more
important than ever to understand what you want for yourself, and it
won't take long to come up with some ideas about it. And ideas can be
the blueprint for your reality if you're ready to put in the necessary
effort.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

You know you're smart, and your confidence and intellectual strength
will be very useful today. They'll help you get noticed and connect with
people who can offer you the opportunity you've been waiting for.
Don't shy away from innovative ideas that confuse you. You're at your
best when you're forced to figure stuff out, and it will be your puzzle-
solving ability that will show important people that you're a force to be

reckoned with.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
If you can't seem to get revved up to start the day, have faith in
yourself! It's just one of those days when you're going to have to fake it
till you make it. Your body can be tricked by your mind, so just think
that you have energy and you'll have it. Slap a smile on your face, put
one foot in front of the other, and then just keep going through the
motions of your day. Sooner or later, the momentum of your

movements will help get your motor started and improve your attitude.

f:/ CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
(N

You simply shouldn't take negative things seriously today. Any
metaphorical stop signs, refusals, brick walls, or red lights aren't the end
of the world. They're simply annoyances that you must ignore. Give
things another try. Figure out a new route. Maybe there's something you
haven't thought of. Chances are good someone who's been down this
road before has some excellent insights, so why don't you send them an

email or call them and find out what advice they have for you?

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Any joint assets you have with another person are getting a little too
connected. A separation might be in order. It's not necessarily going to
become a problem, but you do have to start being more mindful of the
melding before it does. Today, if there's an option to pay separately,

take it. Splitting things down the middle might be easier, and for the

TEST YOUR

01. Which extra element did Ein-

stein include in his understanding

of general relativity, which he had

not previously included in the the-

ory he published in 1905 of special

relativity?
A. Electromagnetism
B. Time

C. Mass-energy equivalence

D. Gravity

02. Anthony Wilding is the only

New Zealander in what sport's Hall

of Fame?
A. Surfing
B. Golf

C. Tennis

next few days you need to be more aware of exactly how much you're

spending. Knowledge is power.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

Every once in a while you have to put yourself first. Today, you need to
make giving yourself the attention you need your top priority. That
means you should do whatever you want to do, and avoid doing
whatever you don't want to do. If you've been invited to a big party but
you're dreading the idea of going, there's nothing wrong with you!
You're just not in the mood to socialize. Forcing yourself to have fun is a

sure way to not have fun.

D. Archery

03. Who was shot by Valery
Solanas on 3 June 1968?

A. Larry Hagman

B. John Lennon

C. Ronald Reagan

D. Andy Warhol

a’'e D¢ d’lisiemsuy

KIDS

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

2

4

W~

N
N[O

£

= | \D
Ao Jle N N
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You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
A and duplicates don't count

ANSWER
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England’s Alessia Russo (R) celebrates after scoring the winner against Colombia in their Women's World Cup quarter-final in Sydney on Saturday (AFP)

Sydney, Australia - England
fought back from a goal down to
beat Colombia 2-10n Saturday in
a bruising encounter and set up a
tasty Women's World Cup semi-
final with Australia.

Forward Alessia Russo scored
the winner for the European

champions just after the hour in
front of 75,000 in Sydney to end
Colombia’s run in the tourna-
ment.

Earlier in the day, co-hosts
Australia beat France 7-6 in a
thrilling penalty shootout in Bris-
bane to reach the last four for the

first time in their history.

The semi-final will be in Syd-
ney on Wednesday.

Colombia, playing in their first
quarter-final, took the lead
against the run of play through a
wonderful dipping effort from the
edge of the box by Leicy Santos

on 44 minutes.

But England struck back deep
in first-half stoppage time when
Lauren Hemp pounced on a goal-
keeping error by a fumbling
Catalina Perez, before Russo
sealed the quarter-final in the Li-
onesses’ favour with her cool fin-

ish. “l am buzzing, we are keeping
the dream alive,” said Russo.
“We have had to dig deep
from the first game, they have so
many talented players who can
cause you trouble in a second.”
Eyeing up the clash with Aus-
tralia in front of what will be a

Lionesses survive bruising
Colombia test to reach
World Cup semi-finals

hostile crowd, Russo added: “It's
exciting, what more do you
want?

“| think Colombia had a great
fanbase here tonight so we had a
taste of it.”

Colombia have been one of
the best-supported teams at the
tournament and their fans domi-
nated at Stadium Australia, their
yellow shirts vastly outnumber-
ing England supporters.

Colombia are ranked 25 in the
world to England's four and they
were clear underdogs, even if
they did beat Germany in the
group phase.

Sarina Wiegman's England
were missing potent attacker
Lauren James, banned for two
games for stamping on an oppo-
nent in the win on penalties over
Nigeria in the last 16.

But they made the better start
and Colombia suffered an early
blow when defender Carolina
Avrias was forced off after 10 min-
utes when she was injured during

they dished out some rough-
house treatment.

The 18-year-old Ana Guzman
replaced a tearful Arias and twice
she left England players in a heap
on the floor, but American ref-
eree Ekaterina Koroleva waved
away appeals for fouls. Koroleva
was in danger of losing a grip on
the game with England putting in
some flying challenges of their
own in retaliation.

Rachel Daly, one of the Eng-
land players shaken up by Guz-
man, twice went close midway
through the first half, heading at
Perez and then firing over from
distance.

Colombia had hardly been
seen as an attacking force but
they took the lead when Santos
expertly looped the ball over
goalkeeper Mary Earps, who was
caught out by the dip of the ball
under her crossbar.

All of the South Americans’
substitutes raced from the bench
to celebrate with Santos and the

they have

so many talented players who can
cause you trouble in a second

an England attack. Jeers went up
each time the Lionesses had the
ball but they seemed to be enjoy-
ing themselves and finding pock-
ets of space in front of the
Colombian defence with ease.
Nelson Abadia’s side have a
reputation for being physical and

rest of the team.

England drew level moments
before half-time and it was a
goalkeeping mistake, Perez
spilling the ball under pressure
from Russo and Hemp stabbing
into an empty net.

AFP

Australia

Brisbane, Australia - Co-hosts
Australia beat France 7-6 in a
thrilling penalty shoot-out to
reach the semi-finals of the
Women's World Cup for the first
time in their history on a night of
drama in Brisbane on Saturday.

Australia now go to Sydney on
Wednesday to face England.

Cortnee Vine scored the win-
ning penalty to end a remarkable
shoot-out that saw both teams
take 10 spot-kicks, the quarter-
final having ended 0-0 after 120
nerve-shredding minutes.

Vine held her nerve to send
the crowd into raptures and keep
the Matildas' dream of winning
the World Cup on home soil

beat France in penalty thriller to reach World Cup semi-finals

alive. Australia  goalkeeper
Mackenzie Arnold missed a
chance to win the shoot-out
when her kick hit the post, but
then saved twice from Kenza
Dali after the VAR spotted she
had both feet off her line the first
time.

Vicki Becho missed France's
10th penalty, and it was left to
Vine to take Australia through by
beating France's substitute goal-
keeper Solene Durand, who had
been sent on especially for the
shoot-out.

It was an agonising way for
France to go out after a tense en-
counter watched by a sell-out
crowd of 49,461.

Australian players celebrate their win against France in in Brisbane on Saturday (AFP)

Les Bleus had been hoping to
get to the semi-finals for just the
second time, following their de-
feat in the last four in 2011, but in-
stead go home.

Australia’'s  victory  was
achieved despite Sam Kerr again
being left on the bench at kick-
off, with the talismanic Matildas
captain, now fit after a calf injury,
coming on early in the second
half and going on to convert her
penalty in the shoot-out.

Kerr comes off bench
Matildas coach Tony Gustavs-
son stuck with the same team
that started against Denmark in
the last 16, while France brought

the fit-again Maelle Lakrar back
into their defence.

Lakrar really should have
given France an early lead to si-
lence the hostile crowd, but the
23-year-old somehow suc-
ceeded in diverting an Eugenie Le
Sommer shot over the bar with
the goal gaping.

That was a let-off for the
hosts, who were then grateful to
Arnold for tipping a Le Sommer
effort behind and for stopping a
stinging Lakrar attempt following
a corner. It looked like the occa-
sion was getting to Australia, but
they began to threaten in the
final minutes of the first half.

AFP

Good chemistry’ takes Sweden into
familiar territory at World Cup

Auckland, New Zealand - They
don't attract the same level of at-
tention as many of their rivals,
but Sweden might be starting to
quietly believe this is their year
after reaching yet another semi-
final at the Women's World Cup.

The pre-tournament talk was
about the United States and a
third straight title, England
adding the World Cup to their
European crown and Australia
going for glory on home sail.

But Sweden are ranked third
in the world for a reason and are
now gearing up for a third World
Cup semi-final in four editions
after beating Japan 2-1on Friday.

After losing to the Nether-
lands in the last four in 2019, and
to Japan at the same stage in
20711, Sweden face Spain on
Tuesday hoping to secure a first
final appearance since 2003,
when they were edged out by
Germany.

It is not just the World Cup
though. Peter Gerhardsson's
team were also beaten semi-fi-

Sweden'’s Filippa Angeldahl (R) celebrates with teammates after scoring

against Japan on Friday (AFP)

nalists at last year's Euro.

In fact, they have reached at
least the semi-finals eight times
in their last 10 appearances at
the European Championship,
without winning the title. They
have also been silver medallists
at the last two Olympics.

Sweden might have fallen
short all too often when it comes
to the crunch, but all that past

experience could serve them well
against a Spain team appearing
at this stage of the World Cup for
the first time.

“We have been in this situa-
tion before, playing semi-finals.
It's huge. We just have a really
good team,” said veteran for-
ward Sofia Jakobsson.

The 33-year-old is one of the
most seasoned campaigners in

Gerhardsson’s squad, having
been part of the team at the 2011
World Cup.

She has seen many players
come and go, and only four of the
team that started against Japan
also lined up in the 2019 semi-
final.

‘Trust each other’
Jakobsson puts Sweden's consis-
tency down to the players getting
on with each other, something
which may appear simplistic but
is helpful at a major tournament
when teams spend weeks to-
gether in hotels far from home.

“We push each other in train-
ing, we have really good fun out-
side the field and | just think we
really have a good chemistry in
the group,” she said.

“Obviously it helps when you
win games as well.”

Sweden were one of just three
teams to win all three group
games, along with Japan and
England.

AFP

Rows and refuseniks: Spain defy
turbulence to make last four

Sydney, Australia - Spain were
plunged into turmoil when 15
players refused to feature under
coach Jorge Vilda, but less than
a year later they are in the
Women's World Cup semi-finals
for the first time.

It is a remarkable turnaround
for Vilda and a squad that is not
even at full strength in Australia
and New Zealand because of the
very public disagreement.

Moreover, there were hints
even coming into the World Cup
that all was still not well in the
Spain camp. Perhaps they are
still not. But Vilda's side stuck to-
gether to defeat the 2019 run-
ners-up the Netherlands 2-1 in
extra time and will face Sweden
in the last four on Tuesday.

Even on the eve of Friday's
game against the Dutch in
Wellington there was no escap-
ing the turmoil which had threat-
ened to torpedo Spain's World
Cup in the past year.

“The team is united,” Vilda
said, asked by a Dutch journalist
to comment. “We have a group

Spain coach Jorge Vilda gives instructions to his players during a training

session in Auckland (AFP)

that competes and they are all
fighting for the same objective,
and they are very motivated.”

Discontent between players
on the one side and the Spanish
football federation (RFEF) and
Vilda on the other had been
brewing for some time.

In September 2022 the situa-
tion exploded - 15 of the squad
emailed the RFEF to say they did
not want to be considered for se-
lection, citing their “emotional

state”.

They were unhappy with nu-
merous things: the atmosphere
around the camp, Vilda being too
strict and the team'’s lack of suc-
cess under the coach since his
reign started in 2015.

The RFEF backed the coach
however and he omitted the
protesting players for friendlies
against Sweden and the United
States, which Spain drew and
won respectively.
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Fred

Man Utd
agree Fred
transfer to
Fenerbahce

London, United Kingdom -
Manchester United have
reached an “agreement in
principle” for the transfer of
Fred from Old Trafford to
Turkish side Fenerbahce,
the English Premier League
club announced Friday.

A statement on United's
website added Fred would
fly to Istanbul for a medical
on Saturday, with the deal
also subject to the mid-
fielder “agreeing personal
terms and receiving inter-
national  clearance to
process the move”.

United paid tribute to
Fred by saying: “The 30-
year-old leaves so many
positive memories from his
time at Old Trafford, where
he has been a hugely popu-
lar individual, both as a per-
son and as a player.
Everybody at the club
would like to wish the very
best of luck to Fred for the
future, as we await confir-
mation that the deal is com-
pleted.”

No fee has been dis-
closed.

AFP

Gunners survive Forest scare

Arsenal made
to sweat in
2-1 victory

London, United Kingdom - Arse-
nal's Premier League title chal-
lenge got off to a winning start on
Saturday but the big-spending
Gunners were made to sweat in
a 2-1 victory over Nottingham
Forest.

First-half goals from Eddie
Nketiah and Bukayo Saka had the
home side cruising at the Emi-
rates.

But they were made to suffer
a nervy finale after Taiwo
Awoniyi came off the bench to
pull a goal back for Forest seven
minutes from time.

The day got off to an embar-
rassing start for Arsenal as kick-
off was delayed by 30 minutes
due to issues with an e-ticketing
scheme that left tens of thou-
sands of fans unable to take their
seats in time for the scheduled
1130GMT kick-off.

Once the action got underway,
Declan Rice, Kai Havertz and Ju-
rrien Timber were handed their
league debuts after joining for
combined fees in excess of £200
million ($254 million).

However, three points for the
home side was soured by an in-
jury suffered by Timber as he
pulled up early in the second half.

By that point the game should
have been over as a contest as
Arsenal sprang out of the blocks.

Mikel Arteta’s men are looking
to go one better after finishing
second behind treble-winners
Manchester City last season.

City cruised to a 3-0 win at
Burnley to open the Premier

Arsenal’s Bukayo Saka (C) celebrates with Eddie Nketiah after scoring against Nottingham Forest in their English Premier League match at the Emirates Stadium in London on Saturday (AFP)

due toissues

with an e-ticketing scheme that left
tens of thousands of fans unable to
take their seats in time

League season on Friday night
and Arsenal should have fol-
lowed suit rather than holding on

for the final whistle.

Forest have their home form

to thank for staying in the English

top flight last season on their re-

turn to the Premier League after

a 23-year absence.

Steve Cooper has targeted an
improvement to their poor return
on the road, but they barely laid a
glove on the hosts until the intro-
duction of Awoniyi and Anthony
Elanga late on.

Martinelli magic

Forest's rearguard resistance
lasted 26 minutes until the visi-
tors were undone by a moment
of magic from Gabriel Martinelli.

The Brazilian's turn took him
past two defenders before the
ball broke for Nketiah to drill low
beyond Forest debutant Matt
Turner, on his return to the Emi-
rates after leaving Arsenal this
week. Turner had no chance with
the second six minutes later as
Saka cut onto his favoured left
foot and arrowed a trademark
strike high into the far corner.

Timber had recovered from a
knock at the end of the first pe-

riod to take his place at the start
of the second.

But the Dutch international
then pulled up holding his ham-
string and had to be replaced just
four minutes into the second-half.

Awoniyi was surprisingly left
out by Cooper despite scoring in
Forest's final four games of last
season, including the winner
against Arsenal that secured his
side’s survival in May.

AFP

De Bruyne injury sours Man City's winning start

Burnley, United Kingdom - Man-
chester City could be without
Kevin De Bruyne for a number of
weeks after he suffered the recur-
rence of a hamstring injury as the
defending champions opened the
Premier League season with a 3-
0 win at Burnley on Friday.

Erling Haaland scored twice
before Rodri completed the scor-
ing to give City a perfect start to
their quest to become the first
side to win four consecutive Eng-
lish top-flight titles.

But the night was soured for
Pep Guardiola's men by the sight
of De Bruyne limping off midway
through the first-half.

The Belgian had suffered a
hamstring tear in City's Champi-
ons League final victory over Inter
Milan two months ago.

"He was injured again unfortu-
nately,” said Guardiola. “Same
place and position as the Cham-
pions League and he will be out
for a while.

"It depends on the magnitude
but will be a few weeks out. He
has to free (his) mind and relax
because he came back from that
position (previous injuries) and
he will be back now."” Burnley's
2022/23 season finished over a
month before City's European
Cup final win in Istanbul.

Guardiola has bemoaned his
side's short pre-season com-

Manchester City's Erling Haaland (L) comforts Kevin De Bruyne as the Belgian leaves the pitch following an

injury during their English Premier League match against Burnley on Friday (AFP)

pared to their rivals, but they
were quick out of the blocks.

“"We are still not in our best
(physical) form but we have to
try to not drop many points in
that period,” added Guardiola.
“It's a question of mentality and
we were fortunate to break the
game early.

“A lot of teams are going to

suffer here, so that is why | am so
pleased.”

Haaland fired City to the treble
last season by scoring 52 times in
his first year at the club.

The 23-year-old took just over
three minutes of the new cam-
paign to open his tally once more
when he swept home Rodri's
header across goal after a well-

worked corner between De
Bruyne, Bernardo Silva and Phil
Foden.

Burnley boss Vincent Kom-
pany has a statue outside City's
Etihad Stadium in honour of his
decorated playing career with the
English champions. Kompany re-
turned the Clarets back to the
Premier League at the first time of

Caicedo confusion hanging over Chelsea, Liverpool

Liverpool, United Kingdom -
Chelsea and Liverpool have
gone to battle in the transfer
market for the signature of
Brighton's Moises Caicedo be-
fore they face off at Stamford
Bridge on the opening weekend
of the Premier League season.
The Ecuadorian is set to be-
come the most expensive
player in English football history
as both clubs see the 21-year-

old as integral to their hopes of
bouncing back after disappoint-
ing seasons.

Liverpool have agreed a £110
million deal ($140 million, 127
million euros) with Brighton, but
the player is believed to still
favour a move to Chelsea.

The Blues slumped to 12th in
the Premier League last season
- their lowest finish since 1994 -
despite spending over £500

million on new players during
the first year of the club’s new
ownership.

Chelsea are now looking to
throw more money at their is-
sues after a summer clearout
left new manager Mauricio
Pochettino short of midfield op-
tions.

But after they failed to match
the asking price during months
of  negotiations, Liverpool

looked to have stolen a march
when they were the highest bid-
ders by a deadline imposed by
Brighton on Thursday.

The Reds are also in need of
new midfielders after losing
captain Jordan Henderson,
Fabinho, James Milner, Naby
Keita and Alex Oxlade-Cham-
berlain since the end of last sea-
son.

AFP

asking and transformed Burnley's
playing style in the process dur-
ing his first season in charge.

Despite the scoreline, the
home side were far from out-
classed but paid for the lack of a
clinical finisher like Haaland.

Luca Koleosho and Zeki Am-
douni missed good chances to
equalise, while Amdouni also had
a penalty appeal turned down.

“There were a lot of periods of
the game where we did ourselves
proud,” said Kompany.

However, they were hit with a
sucker punch when Julian Al-
varez laid off Kyle Walker's cross
into the path of Haaland to pro-
duce an unstoppable effort in off
the underside of the bar nine min-
utes before half-time.

With the wind taken from
Burnley's sails, City took a stran-
glehold of the game after the
break without ever having to hit
top gear.

AFP

Moises Caicedo

Harry Kane

Munich, Germany - England
captain Harry Kane ended his
record-breaking career with
Tottenham on Saturday sign-
ing a four-year deal with Bay-
ern Munich until 2027.

Kane said he “felt it was
time to leave” the Premier
League club he had spent two
decades with as he chases tro-
phies with the Bundesliga gi-
ants.

“| felt like it was the time to
leave. | didn't want to go into
the season with a lot of unre-
solved future talk”
posted on social media.

“Obviously a lot of emo-
tions going through me right
now; sad to be leaving the club
I've spent nearly 20 years of
my life at, from 11-year-old boy
to a 30-year-old man now.

“There's been so many
great moments and special
memories, memories that | will
cherish forever.”

After protracted negotia-
tions between Bayern and
Spurs’ chairman Daniel Levy a
deal was finally struck on
Thursday.

Kane flew to Munich on Fri-

Kane

Bayern sign England
captain Kane on
four-year contract

day evening to complete the
traditional medical where he
was greeted by a multitude of
Bayern fans before putting pen
to paper on his new contract.

Six-time European champi-
ons Bayern were in desperate
need of a striker after strug-
gling to replace Robert
Lewandowski who left for
Barcelona last season.

The reported fee for Kane is
a Bundesliga record 100 mil-
lion euros ($110 million, £86
million) plus 10 million euros in
bonuses. Kane, who was out of
contract next summer, leaves
Tottenham having scored 280
goals in 435 games to become
the club’s all-time leading
goalscorer, but without a tro-
phy.

“I'm very happy to be a part
of FC Bayern now,” Kane said
in a club statement. “Bayern is
one of the biggest clubs in the
world, and I've always said that
| want to compete and prove
myself at the highest level dur-
ing my career. This club is de-
fined by its winning mentality
- it feels very good to be here.”
AFP
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PSC sideline
Mbappe for
season-opener
as Dembele
arrives

Paris, France - French superstar
Kylian Mbappe has been left out
of Paris Saint-Germain's season
opener on Saturday deepening
the stand-off between the France
captain and the Ligue 1 champi-
ons.

As Mbappe's contract dispute
with the Qatari-backed club
rumbles on PSG announced a
new signing - Ousmane Dem-
bele on a five-year-deal from
Barcelona.

He is the ninth summer arrival
at a side which has lost Lionel
Messi to Inter Miami, and may
soon be facing up to life without

Mbappe.
In an affair that has dominated
transfer  market  headlines

Mbappe has refused to sign an
extension to his PSG deal, mean-
ing he can leave for free next
year, with Real Madrid long seen
as his preferred destination.

PSG want to sell him now and
bring in a significant transfer fee
for a player who cost 180 million
euros ($198m) from Monaco in
2017.

“The position is very clear. If
Kylian wants to stay, he must
sign a new contract. We can't let
the best player in the world today
leave for free. It's impossible,”
PSG president Nasser al-Khelaifi
said last month.

Mbappe has not been allowed

Kylian Mbappe

train with the first team and
played only one of PSG's five
warm-up games and was not in-
vited to the pre-season tour in
Japan and South Korea.

Despite his sidelining Mbappe
was one of the first to welcome
Dembele to the Parc des Princes.

“"Welcome home my brother,

so happy to see you here, the ad-
venture begins,” Mbappe posted
on social media to greet Dem-
bele with whom he won the
World Cup in 2018.

The 26-year-old Dembele
joined Barcelona in 2017 from
Borussia Dortmund and had ex-
tended his contract last year until

DEEPENS

2024. PSG took advantage of the
player's 50 million euros ($54
million) release clause to sign the
former Rennes forward.

“I'm very happy to join Paris
Saint-Germain and can't wait to
play in my new colours,” Dem-
bele said in a PSG statement.

"l hope to continue to grow

here and make all who love the
club proud.”

Ninth signing

Dembele, who has 37 caps for
France and scored four goals,
joins three other World Cup
winners at PSG - Mbappe, Pres-
nel Kimpembe and Lucas Her-

T hope to

continue to grow here and make
allwho love the club proud

nandez.

He is the club’s ninth summer
signing after defenders Milan
Skriniar and Lucas Hernandez,
midfielders Manuel Ugarte and
Cher Ndour, forwards Marco
Asensio, Lee Kang-in and
Goncalo Ramos and goalkeeper
Arnau Tenas.

At Barcelona, despite early
problems adjusting to the Cata-
lan side and injuries, Dembele
scored 40 goals in 185 matches,
winning three league titles in
2018, 2019 and 2023 and two
Spanish Cups 2018 and 2021.

PSG are bolstering their at-
tacking options with the futures
of Mbappe and also Neymar un-
certain.

"The passion and determina-
tion shown by Ousmane when
he joined PSG is fantastic and is

the attitude required for all our
players,” said Khelaifi.

"We are proud to have an-
other French World Cup winner
in Paris Saint-Germain at the mo-
ment to enter a new great era for
our club.”

New PSG coach Luis Enrique
also left out Brazilian Neymar
from Saturday evening's game
with the forward suffering a “viral
syndrome”.

The club are reported to be
open to selling the former
Barcelona star and Italian mid-
fielder Marco Verratti, who has
also not been called up against
Lorient.

Enrique is expected to start
three newcomers in attack - Lee,
Portuguese Ramos and Spaniard
Asensio.

AFP

Al Ahli's Roberto Firmino celebrates after scoring against Al Hazem in

their Saudi Pro League match on Friday

Firmino hits hat-trick
on Saudi debut

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - Brazilian
forward and former Liverpool
star Roberto Firmino hit a hat-
trick on his Saudi Pro League
debut on Friday as Al Ahli de-
feated Al Hazem 3-1.

The 31-year-old skipper found
the net in the sixth, 10th and
72nd minutes for the promoted
team who also fielded fellow new
signings Riyad Mahrez, Allain
Saint Maximin, Frank Kessie and
goalkeeper Edouard Mendy.

Firmino left Liverpool in the
summer after eight seasons at
Anfield, during which time he
scored 111 goals in 362 appear-
ances and won the Premier
League, Champions League and

Club World Cup.

Al Ahli are considered to be
one of the title favourites along
with Al Nassr, Al Hilal and de-
fending champions Al Ittihad.

Backed by the nation’s sover-
eign wealth fund, the Saudi Pro
League has lured big names from
the major European leagues with
the promise of huge salaries.

Karim Benzema and N'Golo
Kante have also made the move
to the Guilf state since Cristiano
Ronaldo’s switch to Al-Nassr in
January started the trend.

Former Liverpool captain
Steven Gerrard has also taken
over as coach at Al Ettifag.

AFP

Messi scores another as Miami progress,
LAFC stunned by Monterrey comeback

Fort Lauderdale, United States -
Lionel Messi made it eight goals
in five games for Inter Miami as
they eased into the semi-finals of
the Leagues Cup with a 4-0 win
over Charlotte FC on Friday.

But Major League Soccer
champions Los Angeles FC
crashed out of the competition
after giving up a two goal lead
and losing 3-2 at home to Mex-
ico's Monterrey.

Miami will travel north to face
the Philadelphia Union for Tues-
day's semi-final after they beat
Mexican team Queretaro 2-1.

Monterrey, the only Mexican
team left in the tournament, will
be away to Nashville who
crushed Minnesota 5-.

Messi slotted in Miami's
fourth goal, at DRV PNK stadium,
in the 86th minute of what was a
relatively routine victory for Ger-
ardo Martino's team. Watched
by Argentina national team
coach Lionel Scaloni, Messi had
one of his quietest games in
Miami's pink jersey but was still
able to find the target for his le-
gions of fans and help secure a
fifth straight win since his arrival.

Miami took the lead in the 12th
minute through a Josef Martinez
penalty and doubled their advan-

Inter Miami's Lionel Messi scores against Charlotte in their Concacaf Leagues Cup quarterfinal in Fort

Lauderdale, Florida, on Friday (AFP)

tage in the 32nd minute through
in-form Robert Taylor, who
clipped home a low cross from
DeAndre Yedlin.

Charlotte, who had been
largely content to frustrate Messi
and Spanish midfielder Sergio
Busquets in the opening 45 min-
utes, showed more adventure
after the break and substitute
Patrick Agyemang should have
pulled a goal back but his close-
range header bounced over the

bar. Immediately following that
let-off, Miami made sure of vic-
tory with Diego Gomez playing a
low cross towards Messi in the
middle only for Charlotte de-
fender Adilson Malanda's at-
tempted interception ended up in
his own goal.

Malanda's ill-fated slide had
denied the home crowd their ex-
pected Messi goal celebration,
but that was to arrive three min-
utes from the end of time.

With the North Carolina side
tiring, Ecuador striker Leonardo
Campana had time, inside the
box, to calmly look up and slip the
ball across to Messi for the sim-
plest of conversions.

After Sunday's helter-skelter
game in Dallas ended 4-4, with
Miami progressing after penal-
ties, Martino was pleased to see
his team keep control of the con-
test.

AFP

Sydney McLaughlin

Hurdles star McLaughlin out of world championships with injury

Washington, United States -
Reigning world and Olympic
400-meter hurdles champion
Sydney Mclaughlin said Friday
a knee injury will keep her from
competing in the World Athlet-
ics Championships that open
next week in Budapest.

The 24-year-old American,
who set the 400 hurdles world
record of 50.68 seconds last

year at the World Champi-
onships in Eugene, said in a so-
cial media posting she has a
“minor knee issue” and cannot
race. “| am sad to share that |
must  withdraw this year's
World Championships meet in
Budapest,” she posted.

"After consulting with my
doctors and coaches, | need to
take care of a minor knee issue

so that | can be fully healthy for
next year's Paris Olympics. |
look forward to seeing everyone
back on the track soon!”
McLaughlin, racing the flat
400m this season, won the US
title last month at Eugene with a
world-leading 48.74 seconds.
Her place on the US squad
for the world meet in the 400
will be taken by Lynna Irby-Jack-

the American roster as a mem-

son, who was fourth at US
championships and already on

ber of the 4x400m relay pool.
McLaughlin's career medal
haul also includes the 2019 Dia-
mond League 400 hurdles
crown plus helping the US
4x400 relay capture gold at the
Tokyo Olympics and 2022 and
2019 world championships.

Tanzid Hasan Tamim

Bangladesh
callup young
opener Tanzid
for Asia Cup

Dhaka, Bangladesh -
Bangladesh called up young
opener Tanzid Hasan
Tamim on Saturday to their
17-member squad for the
Asia Cup one-day interna-
tional tournament begin-
ning later this month.

Left-handed Tamim was
a member of the
Bangladesh team that won
the 2020 Under-19 World
Cup in South Africa and has
since been groomed as a
new prospect by the
Bangladesh Cricket Board.

The 22-year-old scored
179 runs in four matches of
July's Emerging Teams Asia
Cup in Sri Lanka, with three
half-centuries and a strike
rate of 117.

“Our national selection
panel is very confident
about Tanzid," chief selec-
tor Minhajul Abedin told re-
porters.

“"Hopefully, he is waiting
to give the country some-
thing very good.”

Tamim takes the place of
former captain  Tamim
Igbal, who pulled out of the
Asia Cup due to injury.

The Bangladeshi selec-
tors also picked up lower-
order batsman Shamim
Hossain, who played 17
Twenty20 internationals for
Bangladesh but has yet to
make his ODI debut.

AFP
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ALCARAZ FALLS TO PAUL,

Toronto, Canada - Frustrated
world number one Carlos Al-
caraz was knocked out of the
ATP Toronto Masters 6-3, 4-6,
6-3 on Friday as American
Tommy Paul ended the
Spaniard’'s 14-match winning
streak.

Top-seeded Alcaraz was un-
able to escape the poor form that
has plagued him all week as he
prepares for a US Open title de-
fense starting in just over two
weeks.

MEDVEDEV OUSTED

Irealizeldidn’t play well in all of
these matches. All I can do now is
practice to be better. I have some
weeks before the US Open. But now
I have to be focused on Cincinnati

CARLOS ALCARAZ

The 20-year-old muttered to
himself and chastised his play
during a match lasting more than
two and a quarter hours.

“I realize | didn't play well in all
of these matches,” Alcaraz said.
“All'l can do now is practice to be
better.

“| have some weeks before
the US Open. But now | have to
be focused (from Monday) on
Cincinnati. It's a Masters 1000.
It's a big tournament as well.

“| take a lot of lessons from
this tournament.”

Paul, ranked 14th, repeated his
defeat of the Spaniard a year ago
in the Montreal second round
and now faces a semi-final
against sixth seed Jannik Sinner,
who defeated French showman
Gael Monfils 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

“It's never easy to play Gael,”
Sinner said. “l just tried to stick to

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain waves to the fans as he leaves the court after the defeat

my game plan. “I'm having my
best season, I'm happy to be in
the semis. | hope to raise my
level tomorrow.”

Paul, meanwhile, was trying to
figure out how he got past Al-
caraz.

“I don't know if | think | have
the recipe, but | played a really
good match today,” Paul said
after notching another Canadian
win over the Spaniard.

“I went after my shots. You
can't start any points on your
heels against him, he'll take ad-
vantage of it so you've really got
to go after your shots early in the
rally.

“Luckily | was feeling really
good, playing first-strike tennis.”

Alcaraz struggled early for the
second straight match after
barely escaping a third-round
encounter with Hubert Hurkacz.

The reigning Wimbledon and
US Open champion had 27 win-
ners and 30 unforced errors
while Paul's numbers were 19
and 29.

After losing serve three times
in the opening set, Alcaraz recov-
ered enough to take the second.

But the Spaniard was well off
his game, floating a volley wide
to trail 4-2 in the final set.

Paul took quick advantage,
advancing on his second match
point from an Alcaraz return
wide

“I knew he would be there in
the third set,” Paul said, adding:
"It helps to have beaten an oppo-
nent before. That attitude is im-
portant.”

Second-seeded Daniil
Medvedev was also sent spin-
ning out of the tournament,
falling 7-6 (9/7), 7-5 to Aus-
tralian Alex de Minaur.

Iga Swiatek

Swiatek holds off Collins
to line up Montreal
semi-final with Pegula

Montreal, Canada - World num-
ber one Iga Swiatek outlasted a
determined Danielle Collins 6-3,
4-6, 6-2 on Friday to book a
semi-final clash with Jessica Peg-
ula at the WTA Montreal Open.

Swiatek looked on the way to
a quick win when she rode two
breaks of serve to a 5-1lead in
the opening set. But Collins, the
first qualifier to reach the quar-
ter-finals of the event since 2019,
overcame an early break in the
second and broke Swiatek for a
second time in the 10th game to
force the third set.

From there, however, Swiatek
was in control. She broke Collins
for a second time for a 5-2 lead
and claimed the victory on her
third match point with a sizzling
forehand winner.

“| really wanted to play pow-
erful and I'm pretty happy that |
managed to even increase the
power in the third set,” said

Swiatek, who claimed her fourth
career Grand Slam title at the
French Open this year.

Swiatek, whose Thursday win
over Karolina Muchova took nine
hours to complete thanks to two
lengthy rain delays, said her en-
ergy level was still high.

"“For sure tomorrow is going to
be a little bit tougher since we
have not a lot of time to recover,
but physically I've been really
well prepared,” she said.

Fourth-seeded Pegula
reached the semi-finals for a
third straight year with a 6-2, 5-
7, 7-5 victory over her sixth-
seeded doubles partner Coco
Gauff, whose nine double faults
ultimately proved too much to
overcome.

“It's always tough to play your
doubles partner,” said Pegula,
whose victory marked the end of
a four-match skid against top-10
players.

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

An Indian male (Keralite) having
an BBA in supply chain with lo-
gistics with one year experience
in logistics is looking for an
opening in logistics, administra-
tion, sales.

Contact: +968-91793559
mammumckenziel3@gmail.com

FLAT FOR RENT

In Darsait, 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, kitchen, store, with AC and
small sea view, near the Indian School RO220 monthly only

Contact: +968-99315986

SITUATION VACANT

BAHWAN METAL &
GLASS ENGINEERING LLC

An Indian male having an MBA
with 3.5 years of experience in
payroll is looking for an opening
in Accounts, HR, Admin.
Contact: +968-78829919
Eldhosebabu9745@gmail.com

Required Sales Representative
with minimum 2 years of work
experience in sales. The candidate
should have 1 year working experience
in Oman. Having a driving license
and a car is a must.

Kishan GSM: +96897302738
Naseer GSM: +96897302739

alkadirpt23@gmail .com
Alkadirprofessionaltrad @ gmail.com

Please send your CV to
info@bahwanmge.com
Tel: +96896666685

Pest Control and Extermination
of Insects and Rooden General
Cleaning of Building

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for
individuals and establishments: Situations Vacant/Wanted,

Accommodation Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items,
Cars for Sale or Wanted,Matrimonial Alliances, etc
Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om
or call: 99104346

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara ect... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

® Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

¢ Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease
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Exclusive art of Palestinian artist, Sliman Mansour, spanning 50
years, is on display at Zawyeh Gallery, in Palestine, for a month

awyeh Gallery in Ramallah,

Palestine, has announced the

opening of the 'Sliman Man-

sour: Limited Edition' exhibi-

tion on August 12, showcasing
21iconic artworks by Sliman Mansour, care-
fully curated from his extensive work span-
ning the past five decades.

The exhibition features a unique collec-
tion of hand-signed limited-edition prints,
exhibited for the first time. The complete
collection of artworks will be available online,
providing a broader audience with the op-
portunity to view and potentially acquire

pieces that capture the essence of Man-
sour's work, a press release said.

Ziad Anani, founder and director of Za-
wyeh Gallery, emphasised, “The exhibition
celebrates the art of Sliman Mansour and his
profound portrayal of Palestinian resilience,
identity, and connection to the land. It pro-
vides an exceptional chance for the audience
to view Mansour's artworks, including some
of his early works from the 70s and 80s.”

He adds that what makes this exhibition
unique is the opportunity to see a selection
of Mansour's masterpieces all in one place,
especially given the artist's limited produc-

Fhe exhibition
celebrates the art

of Sliman Mansour

and his profound
portrayal of Palestinian
resilience, identity, and
connection to the land
ZIAD ANANI

Founder and Director of Zawyeh Gallery

tion and artistic presence during
the past period. While Mansour's
works have found homes in muse-
ums worldwide, his last solo exhi-
bition was held a while ago (in
2011) at the Palestinian Art Court
(Al Hoash) in Jerusalem.

Born in 1947 in Birzeit, Sliman
Mansour is one of the prominent
Palestinian artists and a founding
member of the art movement in
Palestine. He is renowned for his
captivating works that reflect the
Palestinian heritage and struggle

over the years. His paintings often
feature powerful Palestinian sym-
bols associated with the land, de-
picting themes such as Jerusalem,
Palestinian nature and rural life,
and Palestinian women in tradi-
tional embroidered dresses,
among others.

The Ramallah exhibition wel-
comes visitors every day, except
Fridays, from August 12 to Novem-
ber 12, while the international au-
dience can visit the exhibition
online through www.zawyeh.net.

New York returns over 40

MUSCAT DAILY | 15

stolen antiquities to

ew York authorities on Tues-
day returned to Italy several
dozen stolen antiquities

worth nearly US$3.5mn, as the Amer-
ican megapolis strives to shake off the
reputation as a key global hub for illicit
art trade.

Investigators handed back 42 ex-
ceptional pieces - some 2,500 years

A section of old - to ltalian officials during a cere-
the stolen mony in New York, according to a
exhibits statement from Manhattan District At-
whichareto  torney Alvin Bragg.

be returned
to Italy

"We continue to undo the damage
wrought by decades of well-organised

antiquities  smuggling  networks
throughout Italy," Bragg said, adding
that more than 200 antiquities have
been repatriated to Italy since he took
office in 2022.

Vincenzo Molinese, commander of
the Italian government's so-called
Carabinieri Art Squad, hailed 'the great
success of the investigation' thanks to
collaboration between the United
States and Italy.

Among the works found and re-
turned was a vase from the region of
Apulia in southern Italy that dates back
to 335 BC. It was stolen from a burial

taly

site before being smuggled abroad by
Giacomo Medici, a notorious trafficker
of Italian antiquities, according to pros-
ecutors.

After passing through London, the
bowl, which was used to mix water and
wine, was seized in July from a private
collection in New York last month.

Since 2017, New York prosecutors
have repatriated pieces that were
looted from around 20 countries be-
tween the 1970s and 1990s. These
included works from ancient Greece,
the Roman and Byzantine empires,
Irag, China, India and Southeast Asia.
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Cows and wows
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Swiss paper culting
artist takes the
scissors to old ways

arianne Dubuis stared in-
tently through a magnifying
glass, using a slim cutter to
make tiny incisions in paper
as she carved out delicate
tableaux of life and human emotions.

The 64-year-old designer is reinventing the
Swiss traditional art of paper cutting, which typ-
ically shows Alpine landscapes and cows head-
ing to mountain pastures, by infusing a large
dose of poetry and modernity.

Dubuis, a florist by training, told AFP that she
has devoted herself to paper cutting since child-
hood and now spends around six hours a day
on her passion.

At her home studio in Chateau d'Oex, in the
Pays-d'Enhaut area where the Swiss tradition
was born around 200 years ago, she showed off
her craft, using scissors or a cutter to carve out
intricate scenes inspired by the surrounding
woods and the people she meets.

The works, either in black and white or in
colour, have been shown in Switzerland, France,
Germany and Japan.

Some of them, more than a metre high, are
on display until September 6 at the new Swiss
Paper Cutting Centre in Chateau d'Oex, a pic-
turesque village in the pre-Alps of western
Switzerland.

"l am very proud of paper cutting, and what
it represents of Switzerland. It is a way of rep-
resenting our values, our roots," she said.

However, "if we keep doing the same things

I am very proud of paper
cutting, and what it repre-
sents of Switzerland. Itis a
way of representing our
values, our roots

MARIANNE DUBUIS

over and over, the tradition dies", said
Dubuis, who wants to reinvent the art form in
her own way.

CLASSIC ALPINE SCENES

Paper cutting originated in Asia and spread to
Europe around the 17th century.

Johann-Jakob Hauswirth, a farm worker who
died in poverty in the 19th century, is consid-
ered the father of the art form in Switzerland.

When the opportunity arose, he took his
scissors to scraps of paper and began creating
naive representations of Alpine scenes, and the
annual 'poya’ ritual of driving cows up the
mountain to graze.

He would then leave them as a thank-you
gift after a meal.

His works, as well as the more numerous
creations of other masters in the field such as
Louis Saugy and Christian Schwitzguebel, sell
at auction for several tens of thousands of
francs (dollars), according to Emmanuel Bailly,

of the auction house Beurret & Bailly Auktionen.

Close to nature, Dubuis draws her inspira-
tion from the forest. Her cuttings, some of
which likewise sell for tens of thousands of
francs, reflect her emotions and also tell a life
story, like a biography in carved paper.

"When | have a private commission, they
come and tell me about their life," she said. "l
put in what | feel about this person - the
essence of what they told me."

FROM WILLIAM TELL TO UN

This approach has brought comfort, help and
relief, she said, citing a work created for a father
who lost his son, or one for a couple on the
verge of splitting up but who thought again after
seeing the cutting representing the journey of
their years together.

With Dubuis's work, "there is something
spiritual," said Monique Buri, vice-president of
the Swiss Paper Cutting Association, which has
around 500 members.

Dubuis weaves in modernity with tradition
to carve out images of Switzerland today. At the
end of 2021, she created a 50sqcm work rep-
resenting historical heroes like William Tell as
well as chocolate, mountain rescue helicopters
or the international organisations based in the
country, such as the United Nations.

Intricate artworks
with intricate
carvings involves
painstaking efforts
to maintain the
essence of each
piece

Swiss paper cutting
artist Marianne
Dubuis works on a
piece at her home,
in Chateau d'Oex,
in western
Switzerland
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