
Muscat - Global warming
caused by fossil fuel emissions
‘most likely’ exacerbated the in-
tense rains that lashed Oman
and the UAE earlier this month,
causing deaths and widespread
flooding, an expert group of 21
scientists said in a study re-
leased on Thursday.

Extreme rainfall in El Nino
years has become 10%-40%
heavier in the region affected, a
study published by the World
Weather Attribution (WWA)
group found.

Climate change caused by
fossil fuel emissions is the prob-
able reason but cannot be pin-
pointed ‘with certainty’, added
the study compiled by interna-
tional researchers from Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan, Switzerland,
the Netherlands, Sweden,
United States of America,
Canada, France and the United
Kingdom. 

Twenty-one people died in
Oman and four in the UAE,
which was battered by the heav-
iest rainfall since records began
for the country 75 years ago.

‘Warming, caused by burning
fossil fuels, is the most likely ex-
planation for the increasing rain-
fall,’ WWA said in the study.

‘There are no other known ex-
planations’ for the sharp rise in
precipitation, added the interna-
tional group of scientists that in-
vestigates the role of climate

change in extreme weather
events.

Oman and the UAE are suf-
fering extreme heat brought on
by global warming. But the re-
cent floods revealed the addi-
tional risk of exceptional
weather events as the planet

heats up.
"Oman and the UAE floods

have shown that even dry re-
gions can be strongly affected by
precipitation events, a threat
that is increasing with increasing
global warming due to fossil fuel
burning," said Sonia Seneviratne,

a WWA member and professor
at Zurich's ETH university.

The WWA study analysed
historic weather data and cli-
mate models to determine
changes in rainfall patterns in
the area, including in El Nino
years - a recurring pattern when

global temperatures rise.
It found extreme rains were

significantly less intense in the
years before 1.2 degrees Celsius
of warming above pre-industrial
levels.

"Extreme rainfall events have
become at least 10% heavier in

Oman and the UAE," said
Mariam Zachariah, a WWA
member and researcher at Lon-
don's Imperial College.

"This finding... agrees with the
basic physics that a warmer at-
mosphere can hold more mois-
ture."

The storm first landed in
Oman on April 14, killing at least
21 people in flash floods and
other incidents. It hit the UAE on
April 16, dumping nearly two
years' worth of rain that flooded
homes, roads, malls and offices
and left four people dead.

Dubai faced severe disruption
for days with major roads
blocked by floods, power out-
ages and some residents
trapped in their homes.

Dubai airport, the world's
busiest by international trav-
ellers, cancelled 2,155 flights, di-
verted 115 and did not return to
full capacity until Tuesday.

Reports of cloud seeding, the
practice of spraying clouds with
chemicals to increase rainfall,
were denied by UAE officials last
week.

The WWA said it did not in-
vestigate ‘the possible influence
of cloud seeding’ but added,
‘Given the huge size of the storm
system, massive rainfall would
have fallen regardless of
whether (cloud seeding) opera-
tions had been carried out’.
Agencies 
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Oman, UAE deluge ‘most likely’
linked to climate change: Scientists

Muscat - Oman Human
Rights Commission (OHRC)
has set up a fact-finding team
to investigate the recent
tragic deaths, predominantly
involving children, in North
Sharqiyah following the re-
cent severe weather condi-
tions in the sultanate. The
commission has announced
that the team will deliver its
findings within a month of its
establishment.

This investigative initiative
is in response to mandates
set forth in OHRC’s frame-
work based on Royal Decree
No 57/2022. The decree un-
derlines the commission’s
role in safeguarding human
rights and freedom in line
with the Basic Law of the
State, prevailing legislation
and international treaties rat-

ified by the sultanate.
OHRC's responsibilities in-

clude monitoring human
rights violations, resolving
such issues, handling com-
plaints, advising state author-
ities on human rights matters,
and drafting reports that ad-
dress these crucial topics.

OHRC has urged relevant
authorities to adopt all neces-
sary measures to prevent the
recurrence of such tragic
events and adhere to estab-
lished laws and international
agreements. 

Furthermore, the commis-
sion has emphasised the im-
portance of exercising utmost
caution to protect the best in-
terests of children, ensuring
their fundamental right to life,
which forms the cornerstone
of all human rights.

Muscat - H H Sayyid Theyazin
bin Haitham al Said, Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth, left for
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Satur-
day to participate in the Special
Meeting on Global Collaboration,
Growth and Energy for Develop-
ment of World Economic Forum
(WEF).  To be held on April 28
and 29, the meeting has been or-
ganised on three themes - revital-
ising global collaboration; a
compact for inclusive growth;
and catalysing action on energy
for development.

The meeting will bring to-
gether developed and developing
markets across industries to find
solutions to immediate crises
while laying the groundwork to
create a more sustainable, re-
silient world.

Over two days and 50 sessi-
ons, more than 1,000 leaders fr-
om around the world will meet in
a spirit of mutual respect and un-
derstanding to address the most
urgent challenges posed by an in-
creasingly fragmented geopoliti-
cal and economic environment.
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Omani girls win top honours
in global research contest
supervised by NASA
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Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Two Omani students claimed
first place in the prestigious
Global Learning and Observa-
tions to Benefit the Environment
(GLOBE) programme's research
competition for the Middle East
and North Africa region. Super-
vised by National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA), this year’s competition
centred on the theme ‘Under-
standing the Earth as a system’,
with  specific focus on climate
studies.

The winning research - titled
‘The Effect of Soil Type on the
Growth of Roses’ - was con-
ducted by Teimaa bint Abdullah
al Ansariyah and Mahra bint

Suleiman al Mazrouiyah from Al
Shifa bint Abdullah School in
North Batinah. The students used
GLOBE programme protocols
and specialised devices to mea-
sure the impact of soil properties
on rose growth, concluding that
the nutrient richness and low salt

content  of sandy clay soil provide
an optimal environment for culti-
vating roses.

This finding offers practical in-
sights for local farmers on select-
ing the best soil type for rose
cultivation and contributes to
agricultural best practices in

Oman’s diverse environments. 
The competition, engaging

students from GLOBE’s 127
member countries, provides a
significant platform for young re-
searchers to present their find-
ings to an international audience,
with their research evaluated by

a panel of scientists from the par-
ticipating countries.

According to Ahmed al
Balushi, Director of Department
of Science Sector at Oman Na-
tional Commission of Education,
Culture and Science, Omani stu-
dents winning first place globally

reflects the serious efforts made
by the Ministry of Education and
the programme's officials in pro-
moting scientific research and
developing research skills among
students by studying various en-
vironmental issues. 

He emphasised the fact that

this success underlines Oman's
commitment to enhancing scien-
tific understanding and address-
ing environmental challenges,
which are critical for sustainable
development. “This accomplish-
ment not only showcases the ca-
pabilities of our students but also
aligns with Oman Vision 2040 to
enhance environmental aware-
ness and drive sustainable devel-
opment, boosting global
innovation and competitiveness
indicators for Oman.”

This recognition highlights the
strategic importance of investing
in environmental scientific re-
search and education, fostering a
generation of students who are
both knowledgeable and capable
of addressing global environmen-
tal challenges.

Muscat - Consumer Protection
Authority (CPA) has launched a
comprehensive inspection cam-
paign across various sectors in
Muscat governorate, as part of
its ongoing efforts to enforce
consumer protection laws and
regulations. 

This rigorous campaign,
spanning several weeks, in-
cludes unannounced visits to a
wide array of businesses, in-
cluding vehicle repair work-
shops, spare parts dealers, and
retailers of vehicle oils, tyres, air
filters, aluminum products,
blacksmithing and carpentry
services, kitchen equipment,
and sellers of electrical and elec-
tronic appliances. The building
materials sector, restaurants,
cafes and meat shops are also
being scrutinised.

The primary objective of this
extensive campaign is to ensure
commercial centres and shops
adhere to the Consumer Protec-
tion Law and its executive regu-
lations. 

CPA intensifies
inspections
across Muscat

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

A photo exhibition dedicated to
historical moments of Italian
football was inaugurated at Bait
al Zubair museum on Wednes-
day. 

Titled ‘Welcome to Azzurri:
An Italian Football Journey,’ the
exhibition features 34 pictures
that captured spectacular mo-
ments of the Italian national foot-
ball team. 

The exhibition, organised by
the Embassy of Italy in collabora-
tion with Bait al Zubair, will con-
tinue till May 15. The opening
was attended by football players,
coaches and football fans from
the Omani and Italian communi-
ties. 

Addressing the opening cere-
mony, H E Pierluigi D'Ella, Am-
bassador of Italy to Oman, said,
“This exhibition is born from the
passion for football in both Italy
and Oman. The sport has always
reflected the core of our nations,
summed up in unity and disci-
pline.”

He added, “Italy and Oman
share solid ties in various sectors,
and this exhibition is testimony
of the importance of sports in
bringing people closer and shar-
ing unique moments in history.
Italian Legend Beppe Dossena
will make a special appearance

and enrich us and a number of
Omani coaches with his winning
strategy.”

The event was graced by H E
Basil bin Ahmed al Rawas, Un-
dersecretary for Sports and
Youth in the Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Youth, as guest of
honour, and Dossena - a mem-
ber of the Azzurri that won the
1982 FIFA World Cup in Spain.

Fahad al Hasni, Curator of Ex-
hibitions at Bait al Zubair, said,
“As a cultural institution, we are
delighted to partner with the Em-

bassy of Italy in Muscat to pre-
sent this captivating exhibition. It
is a testament to the power of
sports in fostering cultural ex-
change and understanding. Foot-
ball is more than just a game; it's
a bridge that connects people
from different corners of the
world. Through this exhibition,
we hope to strengthen bonds be-
tween Italy and Oman and in-
spire future collaborations.”

Following the photo exhibi-
tion, Dossena will conduct a
workshop for a group of Omani

professional football coaches on
‘Strategy and Winning’ organ-
ised by the embassy with the
support of Oman Football Asso-
ciation.

Karthik Prabhakara, Managing
Consultant and CEO of Grism
Consulting, a guest at the event,
described the exhibition was en-
thralling. “Being a fan of Italian
football, I truly enjoyed it. I saw
all my childhood heroes on dis-
play”. 

He added that Italian coaches
are some of the best and this ex-
hibition also forges a strong part-
nership between Oman and Italy.
“Going forward, I would like to
see top Italian coaches teach
their football philosophies to
Omani football teams which will
boost the level of football in the
sultanate.”

Muscat - Royal Academy of
Management (RAM) held a
graduation ceremony on Thurs-
day for 24 trainers who com-
pleted the Train the Trainer
Programme, a collaborative effort
with  Ministry of Finance under
the guidance of Eiler Executive
Education Center at the Univer-
sity of Arizona. 

The event was presided over
by Mahmood bin Abdullah al
Aweini, Secretary-General of
Ministry of Finance, and graced
by Dr Ali bin Qasim al Lawati,
President of RAM.

The two-year programme was
designed to enhance the training
capabilities of participants from
both government units and the
private sector, aligning these with
international best practices in the
delivery of education. Participa-
nts were equipped with a range
of educational modules. They en-
gaged in discussions aimed at
sharpening their training skills.

Lawati highlighted the pro-
gramme’s critical role in support-

ing the academy’s strategic goals
and its alignment with Oman Vi-
sion 2040, particularly in its
focus on human capital develop-
ment. "Investing in our trainers
equates to investing in our great-
est asset: our human capital,"
Lawati noted, emphasising the
programme's contribution to
building a robust knowledge
economy in Oman.

Aweini discussed the broader
objectives of the collaboration
with the University of Arizona,
which aims to bolster functional
and institutional performance
across sectors. "This programme

builds a skilled community of
trainers who are equipped to
transfer administrative expertise
and leadership skills to our na-
tional workforce, enhancing our
institutional capacities." 

Dr Yasmin bint Shannan al Bu-
lushi, Director of the Train the
Trainer Programme, outlined the
specific focus of the training,
which includes leadership devel-
opment, application of effective
training methodologies, and fos-
tering collaborative networks
among trainers. The programme
also utilised psychometric testing
to tailor development efforts to
individual trainers' needs, ensur-
ing a personalised and impactful
learning experience.

Abdullah bin Mohammed al
Abri, Director-General of the
Partnership and Privatisation Unit
in Ministry of Finance, said, "The
training not only supports leader-
ship development but also mod-
ernises management practices
across Oman's state administra-
tions," he commented.

Two Omani girls win top honours in global
research competition supervised by NASA

Bait al Zubair exhibits historic
moments of Italian football

RAM celebrates graduation 
of 24 certified trainers

Football is more than just a 
game; it’s a bridge that connects
people from different corners 
of the world 
FAHAD AL HASNI

This success 
underlines Oman’s
commitment to 
enhancing scientific
understanding 
and addressing 
environmental 
challenges 
AHMED AL BALUSHITeimaa bint Abdullah al Ansariyah Mahra bint Suleiman al Mazrouiyah 

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo)
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ROP decision mandates setting
up motorbike driving schools
Our Correspondent
Muscat

In an effort to enhance road
safety and discipline among mo-
torcyclists, Royal Oman Police
has issued a decision to set up
specialised driving schools for
motorbikes across the sultanate. 

The decision - No 2024/56 -
issued by Lt Gen Hassan Mohsin
al Shuraiqi, Inspector General of
Police and Customs, amends
certain provisions of the execu-
tive regulations of the Traffic
Law, specifically targeting the
training and licensing of motor-
cyclists.

The amendments stipulate
stringent requirements for set-
ting up motorbike driving
schools, including Omani nation-
ality of the applicant with a good
reputation and no criminal con-
victions. Schools must have
premises spread over no less
than 2,500sqm and provide li-
censed bikes (150cc to 250cc)
for training and testing purposes,
adhering to technical specifica-
tions of ROP. 

Additionally, these schools
are required to have appropriate
classrooms for driving instruc-
tions and deliver a curriculum
approved by Traffic Safety Insti-

tute. The training bikes must be
used solely for instructional pur-
poses, fitted with a driving in-
struction plate. Schools must be
equipped with helmets featuring
Bluetooth headsets to facilitate

communication between in-
structors and trainees.

The curriculum must cover
traffic law provisions and first aid
principles, delivered by Omani
lecturers certified in first aid from

accredited institutes. A compre-
hensive electronic register must
be maintained, detailing informa-
tion about trainees, instructors,
motorbikes and equipment used
in training.

The decision also sets clear
prohibitions, including restric-
tions on teaching individuals
under 18, those without a
learner’s licence, or using unli-
censed or outdated bikes. In-
structions are not permitted
between 10pm and 6am, nor in
congested and densely popu-
lated areas.

The initiative was lauded by
security and safety experts. Sul-
tan al Rawahi, a security and
safety expert, told Muscat Daily,
"This decision is a significant
step towards reducing accidents
and traffic violations, especially
among young people. It will also
alleviate traffic congestion on
roads." 

He added that establishment
of similar schools in European
countries proved effective. “This
initiative will promote greater
discipline in traffic movement in
Oman.”

Rashid Faqir al Balushi, a
safety officer for FIA World Rally,
expressed optimism about the
timing and impact of the deci-
sion. "It will encourage parents to
enrol their children in these
schools, which will teach them
proper traffic rules and spread
traffic culture among the youth,"
he remarked.

MHUP launches
‘Exchange Your
Land’ initiative for
citizen well-being
Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning (MHUP) has
launched a new initiative called
‘Exchange Your Land’. 

A statement released by
MHUP said the primary objec-
tive of the initiative is to enhance
services and streamline
real estate proce-
dures to align with
its vision of sus-
tainable urban de-
velopment for
prosperous com-
munities. 

‘The initiative aims
to leverage the benefits  of
digital transformation across all
services, including the govern-
ment land grant system.’

Under the Exchange Your
Land initiative, citizens who have
been granted government resi-
dential land and wish to ex-
change it for housing options in
their current place of work or
residence will have the opportu-
nity to do so, provided they are
the original owners of the land. 

Since Royal Decree No
42/2021 regarding granting gov-

ernment land was issued, MHUP
has been committed to providing
various housing options to eligi-
ble citizens, prioritising families,
in accordance with Oman Vision
2040's focus on well-being and
social protection.

The ministry earlier intro-
duced an initiative called ‘Choose
Your Land’, which enabled eligi-

ble citizens to select
suitable plots of land

from interactive
g e o g r a p h i c a l
maps displaying
available residen-

tial plans. This ini-
tiative benefited

over 25,000 individu-
als in 2023. It was followed

by MHUP introducing a pro-
gramme called ‘Own Your Land’,
offering beneficiaries the oppor-
tunity to acquire government-
subsidised land in designated
plans and locations with inte-
grated services. 

Another initiative - ‘Plan Your
Land’ - allows beneficiaries to
choose suitable land in areas not
covered by existing housing
plans, provided it is within their
permanent residence village/
area.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Embassy of Japan held a
commendation ceremony for Dr
Suad al Mudhaffar at Crowne
Plaza Muscat on Wednesday.

Saud contributed to the pro-
motion of education in Oman as
founder and former principal of
Azan bin Qais International
School. She also contributed to
Oman-Japan relations through
several cultural activities. 

In addition, she played a sig-
nificant role in the success of the
Oman-Japan Economic Collabo-
ration Forum for SMEs held in
February 2018 on the occasion of
the 45th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of Oman-Japan
diplomatic relations.

Speaking at the ceremony,

Suad said, "Being recognised by
the embassy fills me with im-
mense pride, validating years of
hard work. I am committed to
continuing my efforts in fostering
people-to-people connections
between Oman and Japan. From
Japan, I impart valuable lessons
in discipline and self-reliance to
my students, instilling important
values for their future. Con-
versely, I aim to bring back the
warmth of Omani hospitality and
the strong family bonds it em-
bodies.” 

Ambassador H E Jota Yama-
moto added that with her cour-
age, perseverance and dedicati-
on, Suad made an incredible ma-
rk in the country. “We are happy
to build on the Japan-Oman re-
lations Dr Suad nurtured in the
field of education in Oman."

Dhofar Municipality invites bids for Shuwaymiya waterfront development 
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Dhofar Municipality is taking
steps to boost tourism and do-
mestic travel, and inviting bids for
the development of the

Shuwaymiya waterfront.
A spokesperson for Dhofar

Municipality announced a tender
for comprehensive development
of the Shuwaymiya waterfront.
The project covers an area of
19,867sqm, stretching 767.5m,

and aims to offer a range of ame-
nities, including event spaces, rec-
reational areas for children, and a
picturesque sports walkway.

The official informed that the
project will feature a dedicated
bicycle path, ample parking, a

prayer hall and toilet facilities. To
enhance the area's aesthetic ap-
peal and ecological sustainability,
approximately 268 trees will be
planted.

Last Wednesday, H E Azzan
bin Qassim al Busaidi, Undersec-

retary for Tourism in the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism, met of-
ficials from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Heritage and Tourism in
Dhofar to discuss recent devel-
opments in the tourism sector. 

H E Busaidi also conducted fie-

ld visits to several tourism pro-
jects in the governorate  and 
assessed readiness of hotel facil-
ities for the upcoming khareef.

According to data from the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information, Dhofar received

962,000 visitors during 2023
khareef that lasts from June 21 to
September 21. The year saw a
significant increase in visitors
across all segments, including cit-
izens, GCC visitors, and tourists
of other nationalities.

Japan Embassy facilitates
Dr Suad al Mudhaffar

It will encourage parents to enrol 
their children in these schools, which
will teach them proper traffic rules 
and spread traffic discipline among 
the youth
RASHID FAQIR AL BALUSHI

(Supplied photo)
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Barcelona, Spain – Fisheries De-
velopment Oman (FDO), the in-
vestment arm of Oman
Investment Authority (OIA) in
the fisheries sector, successfully
showcased its sustainable oper-
ations and investment opportu-
nities in Oman’s fisheries sector
to European and global compa-
nies at the Global Seafood Expo
which took place in Barcelona,
Spain during last week.

Drawing widespread acclaim
for its commitment to sustain-
ability and excellence in Oman's
fisheries sector, FDO stood out
among over 2,000 European and
global participants and wel-
comed more than 35,000 visi-
tors.

Fisheries Development Oman
attracted a diverse array of at-
tendees eager to explore part-
nerships with an organisation
dedicated to responsible prac-
tices. The Expo served as a plat-
form for fostering relationships
with conscientious consumers
and businesses seeking ethically
sourced seafood products.

At the Expo, FDO's booth
prominently highlighted its di-
verse product range, including
world-class pelagic fish opera-
tions, aquaculture products, and
one of the largest canning and
processing facilities in the Mid-
dle East. Visitors were impressed
by FDO's efforts to deliver pre-
mium-quality seafood while min-
imising environmental impact.

With a focus on responsible
sourcing and production, FDO

seized the opportunity to explore
new markets and segments at
the Expo. The event provided a
platform for showcasing FDO's
commitment to sustainability to
a global audience, paving the
way for growth and expansion.

Collaboration and investment
in Oman's thriving fisheries sec-
tor were a cornerstone of FDO's
participation as the company ac-
tively sought out like-minded or-
ganisations and stakeholders to
invest in Oman. The positive re-
action from visitors underscores
the potential for impactful part-
nerships driving positive change
in the seafood industry.

FDO and its subsidiaries
proudly mentioned their certifi-
cations and accreditations, earn-
ing admiration from attendees
for their commitment to quality

and sustainability. European and
global players expressed interest
in partnering with FDO, recog-
nising the value of aligning with
a reputable organisation uphold-
ing the highest standards of ex-
cellence.

In a press release, Salim al
Mamari, Group Investment Di-
rector of Fisheries Development
Oman, expressed gratitude for
the positive reception at the
Expo, stating, "We are thrilled by
the interest shown by European
and global players in our wide
range of products and services
including our sustainable opera-
tions. The Expo provided an in-
valuable platform for
showcasing our commitment to
responsible seafood production
fostering meaningful partner-
ships and attracting investment

to Oman."
FDO's subsidiaries Oman

Pelagic and SIMAK showcased a
wide range of products and ser-
vices, including sustainable
aquaculture products, premium
seafood offerings, and innovative
processing solutions. Their par-
ticipation further bolstered
FDO's success at the Expo, rein-
forcing the company's reputation
as a leader in sustainable fish-
eries practices.

Seafood Expo Barcelona, co-
located with Seafood Processing
Barcelona, is the world's largest
seafood trade event, attracting
buyers, suppliers, media, and
other seafood professionals from
150 countries. The Expo is
renowned for facilitating global
networking and business oppor-
tunities in the seafood industry.

Muscat – H E Sultan Salim al
Habsi, Minister of Finance, on
Thursday received Sultan Ab-
dulrahman al Murshid, CEO of
the Saudi Fund for Development
(SFD), to discuss mechanisms
of cooperation between Oman
and the SFD, in addition to up-
dates on ongoing joint develop-
ment projects.

On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, the two sides signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to finance the infrastruc-
ture of some industrial zones in
Oman. 

The MoU seeks to develop
industrial and logistic sectors
and encourage the private sec-
tor to contribute to economic

development in Oman within
the context of Oman Vision
2040.

The MoU also covers cooper-
ation in other sectors, including
higher education, vocational
training, water, industry, mining,
transport, communications and
energy.
ONA

Oman, Saudi Arabia sign MoU
to fund infra projects in Oman

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – The In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) has opened a regional of-
fice in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, be-
coming the Fund’s first office in
the Middle East and North Africa
region.

The office was launched dur-
ing the Joint Regional Confer-
ence on Industrial Policy for
Diversification, jointly organised
by the IMF and Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Finance.

The new office aims to
strengthen capacity building, re-
gional surveillance, and outreach

to foster stability, growth, and
regional integration, thereby
promoting partnerships in the
Middle East and beyond.

The office will facilitate closer
collaboration between the IMF

and regional institutions, govern-
ments, and other stakeholders.

The IMF expressed its appre-
ciation to Saudi Arabia for its fi-
nancial contribution aimed at
enhancing capacity develop-
ment in IMF member countries,
including fragile states.

Abdoul Aziz Wane, a sea-
soned IMF director with an ex-
tensive understanding of the
institution and a broad network
of policymakers and academics
worldwide, will serve as the first
director of the Riyadh office.
SPA

IMF opens regional office in Riyadh

FDO showcases investment
opportunities at Global
Seafood Expo in Spain
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The US economy as measured
by the inflation-adjusted Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) grew
at an annualized rate of 1.6% in
the first quarter, down from
3.4% in the fourth quarter of last
year and the slowest since mid-
2022, the Bureau of Economic
Analysis said Thursday. That
was below the median forecast
of 2.2% according to a survey of
economists by Dow Jones
Newswires and the Wall Street
Journal. 

And in a setback in the fight
against inflation, the report
showed consumer prices accel-
erated, rising to a 3.4% annual
rate from 1.8% in the fourth
quarter. 

"This report was the worst of
both worlds: economic growth is
slowing and inflationary pres-
sures are persisting," Chris Zac-
carelli, chief investment officer
for Independent Advisor Al-
liance, a financial company in
North Carolina, wrote in a com-
mentary. 

The growth downturn is a de-
parture from the recent trend of
economic figures showing peo-
ple spending more, and the
economy growing faster than
forecasters have expected.
Economists have anticipated the
Federal Reserve’s campaign of
anti-inflation interest rate hikes
would significantly slow the
economy or even send it into a

recession, but it’s proved surpris-
ingly resilient.

The Fed has held its key inter-
est rate at its highest since 2001,
pushing up borrowing costs on
mortgages, credit cards, and
other loans in an attempt to quell
inflation that flared up as the
economy recovered from the
pandemic in 2021. Thursday's re-
port showed the economy suf-

fering the downside of this strat-
egy—slower economic growth—
while inflation, which had been
falling last year, reaccelerates. 

Cracks starting to
show 
Much of the slowdown in GDP
came from a decrease in inven-
tory investment, which
economists point out, is a volatile

statistic prone to rapid swings up
and down. Thursday's figures are
also an advance estimate and
will be revised twice more by the
BEA as more data comes in over
the next two months.

Still, there were signs of
deeper cracks in the economy,
possibly pointing to a year of
slower growth ahead. Consumer
spending, the main engine of the
US economy, decelerated in the
first quarter according to the
GDP report, slowing to a 2.5%
annual growth rate from 3.3% in
the fourth quarter.

The slowdown, driven by a

decrease in spending on material
goods, was "a possible sign that
elevated rates took a toll on big-
ticket spending" by driving up
borrowing costs, Oren Klachkin,
senior markets economist at in-
surance company Nationwide,
wrote in a commentary.

Decelerating state and local
government spending and ex-
ports also contributed to the
slowdown. 

What does this mean
for rate cuts? 
The hot inflation shown in the re-
port quashed expectations in fi-

nancial markets that the Fed will
cut the fed funds rate in June. Fed
officials have said they are wait-
ing for data to give them confi-
dence that inflation is firmly on
the path down to 2%, and Thurs-
day's data cut the wrong direc-
tion. 

Markets were pricing in a
9.5% chance of a rate cut in June
after the report, down from
16.5% the day before according
to the CME Group's FedWatch
tool, which forecasts rate move-
ments based on fed funds fu-
tures trading data.
(Source: Investopedia.com)

Moscow, Russia – In 2024,
natural gas production in
Russia is expected to add
4.6% and climb to 666.7bn
cubic meters in the base
case scenario, the Russian
Ministry of Economic De-
velopment said in its socioe-
conomic development
forecast for the country.

According to the fore-
cast, which carried by Rus-
sian news agency, TASS,
pipeline gas exports are
forecast to edge up by 7%
to 108bn cubic meters. Liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG)
exports are predicted to
grow by 14% to 38mn met-
ric tonnes in 2024.

Gas production is ex-
pected to continue growing
to 695.4bn cubic meters in
2025, 707.5bn cubic meters
in 2026, and 727.3bn cubic
meters in 2027.

Pipeline gas exports will
grow to 120bn cubic meters
in 2025, 126bn cubic meters
in 2026, and then drop to
122bn cubic meters in 2027.

LNG exports are forecast
to be 40mn metric tonnes
in 2025, 44mn metric tons
in 2026, and 56.6mn metric
tonnes in 2027.

Non-CIS gas prices are
expected to be at the level
of $297.3 per 1,000 cubic
meters in 2024.
WAM

Vahid Karaahmetovic

In the latest Daily Market Notes
report to investors, analysts at
Navellier & Associates said
strong earnings reports from Mi-
crosoft and Alphabet have rein-
vigorated the AI sector outlook
and the current earnings season.

“Stocks are having the best
week of the year, bouncing back
from the first major pullback
since the strong rally that started
in late October. Once again, big
tech is leading the way, with the
Magnificent 7 up 3.3% on the
day this morning, and up 4.4%
on the week,” the analysts high-
lighted.

Despite cautious remarks
from Taiwan Semiconductor
(TSM) impacting Nvidia’s stock
earlier, reassurances from major
tech firms about significant in-
vestments in AI infrastructure led
to Nvidia’s rebound to $873.

The return of optimism was
helped by a strong print from Al-
phabet, which not only surpassed
earnings expectations but also
announced a significant share
buyback and a new dividend,
pushing its shares to record highs
with a 10% increase today.

“It was very important for big
tech earnings to come in strong,

as they not only have a major
weight in the indexes, they have
an even bigger portion of the
overall earnings,” the analysts
said.

However, not all tech compa-
nies fared well, they continued.

Intel reported disappointing
top-line results and lower-than-
expected margins, lacking signif-
icant exposure to AI. Its stock fell
by 11.2%.

In the broader market, fears of

high Personal Consumption Ex-
penditures (PCE) inflation num-
bers eased as both headline and
core PCE for March aligned with
forecasts, providing relief to the
bond market.

Meanwhile, the US 10-year
Treasury note and the 2-year
note saw slight decreases in
yields, reflecting a market adjust-
ment to a prolonged inflation re-
duction path.

On the consumer front, the

latest University of Michigan sur-
vey indicated stable inflation ex-
pectations but a slight dip in
consumer sentiment, remaining
near a three-year high.

Sector-specific performance
varied, with Exxon and Chevron
experiencing declines after miss-
ing earnings expectations, con-
trasting with the minimal impact
of energy stocks on broader in-
dices.
(Source: Investing.com)

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Over 300
startups across diverse fields and
sectors have officially confirmed
their participation in the 13th edi-
tion of the AIM Congress. The
event is set to take place from
May 7 to 9, 2024, at the Abu
Dhabi National Exhibition Cen-
ter. The event aims to delve into
innovative solutions, uncover in-
vestment prospects, foster part-
nerships, and facilitate
knowledge exchange among en-
trepreneurs globally.

The startups constitute one of
the primary pillars of the 2024
AIM Congress, organized under
the theme "Adapting to a Shift-
ing Investment Landscape: Har-
nessing New Potentials for
Global Economic Development."
The event is supported by the
UAE Ministry of Industry and
Advanced Technology, and the
Abu Dhabi Department of Eco-
nomic Development is the lead
partner.

The 2024 AIM Startup
agenda also features a diverse
array of panel discussions and
keynote speeches, highlighting
the multifaceted landscape of
trends and challenges facing
startups. Key topics revolve

around the emergence of star-
tups in biotechnology, integrat-
ing technology into enterprises
for financial resilience, and
strategies for acquiring and re-
taining customers amidst finan-
cial disruptions. Additionally,
discussions cover themes such
as women's leadership, talent
acquisition, and sustainable
practices.

Additionally, the AIM
Congress annually hosts the
AIM Startup Pitch Competition
alongside its events. The aim is
to provide a competitive environ-
ment and an ideal platform for
these startups to engage with in-
vestors, government officials,

and key stakeholders, fostering
relationships and securing fund-
ing for the winning en-
trepreneurial projects.

Ministry of Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation (MOSTI)
from Malaysia is sponsoring 10
startups, showcasing innovation.
Maharashtra State Innovation
Society and Kerala Startup Mis-
sion are each supporting 10 star-
tups from India. Andhra Pradesh
Medtech Zone is backing 10 In-
dian startups driving healthcare
innovation. Additionally, the UN
International Trade Centre is
empowering 3 Ugandan startups
to participate in the AIM Startup
Pitch Competition.

More than 300 startups to
participate in 2024 AIM
Congress in Abu Dhabi

Russia’s gas
production
to rise 4.6%
in 2024:
Minister

US economic growth surprisingly
slowed to 1.6% in first quarter

AI theme remains on track as Big Tech
profits rise in first quarter of 2024

Ankara, Turkey – The high natu-
ral gas storage level in Europe,
along with a forecast of a warm
winter that is set to lower de-
mand, is expected to place
downward pressure on gas spot
prices, according to the latest re-
port published by the Gas Ex-
porting Countries Forum
(GECF).

Europe started the 2023–
2024 winter season with a natu-
ral gas storage capacity of 99%.

Europe’s storage had 25bn
cubic meters more gas than tar-

geted and only 42bn cubic me-
ters of natural gas withdrawn
over the winter, the second low-

est use in a decade.
According to the GECF report,

this was due to low heating de-

mand caused by the warmest
winter in 12 years.

Low gas withdrawals meant
that 61bn cubic meters were left
in storage by the end of the win-
ter season, the highest level ever
for the end of any winter season.

Looking to the winter season
ahead, the GECF reports favor-
able conditions in the European
market, with gas storage close to
its maximum capacity requiring
only 40bn cubic meters of net
gas injection in the upcoming
summer season.

Such low injection require-
ments are expected to contribute
to increased stability in regional
and global gas markets and put
downward pressure on spot
prices.

The report stressed the im-
portance that gas storage plays
in the supply-demand balance by
offering supply flexibility during
peak consumption periods.

Up to the winter season over
the 2019–2020 period, gas stor-
age levels rarely reached their
maximum capacity, but by the

end of 2022, Europe's natural
gas storage capacity reached a
sizable 104bn cubic meters.

Factors such as domestic pro-
duction and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) imports have also af-
fected the quantity of gas with-
drawn during the winter season
and have ensured that storage
has been close to maximum ca-
pacity over four of the last five
winters.

However, during the COVID-
19 pandemic, LNG cargoes were
mostly directed to Asia due to in-

creased demand, while Europe
used more gas from storage fa-
cilities.

"As a result, gas withdrawn
from storages in Europe was
used intensively for consumption
during that period, while spot
and long-term contracted LNG
purchases decreased. In milder-
than-average winter seasons,
such as 2019–2020 and 2022–
2023, the amount of gas that
needed to be taken from storage
was much lower," the GECF said.
Anadolu Agency

Full gas storage in Europe expected to put downward pressure on prices

High interest rates are dragging 
the high-flying US economy back toward
earth, and still haven’t pushed down 
inflation to the Fed’s 2% target 



06      MUSCAT DAILY      SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2024

NATION PLUS

The third and penultimate day of
this year’s AlUla Camel Cup saw
packed crowds roar on the com-
petitors at the Mughayra Her-
itage Sports Village racetrack
during an incredible day of rac-
ing.

Two categories of races took
place on Friday, the 6km Jidhaa
and Thanaya 8km, with each cat-
egory featuring two races. The
total prize pool for the day
amounted to SAR25.6mn.

The big winners of the day
were the Qatari stable Hijin Al-
shahaneyah, with the first Jidhaa
race seeing Aliyah claim victory
with a time of 9:37.768 minutes.
However, Hijin Alshahaneyah
didn’t stop there.

The second Jidhaa race was
won by the stable’s camel
Ashaab thanks to a time of
9:44.772 minutes - but further
joy ensued for Hijin Alsha-
haneyah as they also claimed

second and fourth place.
Friday’s first Thanaya race

was won by Al Shaheniyah from
the Hijin Al Asifah stable from

the UAE with a time of 13:08.076
minutes.

Hijin Alshahaneya though
were back to winning ways in the

second Thanaya race, as their
camel Mashkoor earned glory in
13:10.480 minutes to complete a
phenomenal Friday in AlUla.

First place in each of Friday’s
four races shared a SAR3.5mn
prize pool. Second, meanwhile,
shared a SAR1mn prize pool,

while the third placed finishers
divided a SAR500,000 sum.

The AlUla Camel Cup 2024
concludes on Saturday with the

highly prestigious Hail and
Zmoul races, both 8km in dis-
tance, which will see the winners
claim the competition’s main tro-
phies - and SAR7.5mn each.

In addition to the racing ac-
tion, Saturday will also feature
the AlUla Design Awards AlAji-
lah Edition ceremony at the Her-
itage Village, a prestigious
recognition of outstanding cre-
ations inspired by AlUla's cul-
tural, natural and artistic
heritage. The winning camel cov-
ers (AlAjilah) will be proudly
showcased in the Heritage Vil-
lage.

The AlUla Camel Cup, which
celebrated its inaugural edition
last year, provides a mix of sport,
culture, heritage, tradition, and
more, and evolves a beloved
sporting tradition that has
thrived in Saudi Arabia since the
7th century.

Sporting events such as the
AlUla Camel Cup are instrumen-
tal in the Kingdom’s transforma-
tion journey, in line with Saudi
Vision 2030, and with AlUla's
commitment to responsible and
sustainable development.

The second edition of the
AlUla Camel Cup is organised by
the Royal Commission for AlUla
(RCU) as part of the AlUla Mo-
ments calendar, in partnership
with the Saudi Camel Racing
Federation (SCRF).

Sohar International introduces Samsung
Wallet to elevate customer experience

Bank Muscat offers unparalleled
features, benefits under Asalah 

Affirming its position as a leading
digital bank in Oman, Sohar In-
ternational, the fastest-growing
bank in Oman partners up with
Samsung to proudly introduce
Samsung Wallet. This mobile
payment solution empowers
Sohar International and Sohar Is-
lamic customers to perform se-
cure and contactless payments
using their Samsung phones or
watches seamlessly via POS ma-
chines as well as use their Sam-
sung Wallet account to conduct
online payments with ease and
convenience.

“As we unveil our partnership
with Samsung Wallet with the
launch of Samsung Wallet, we
mark a significant milestone in
the evolution of digital banking in
Oman,” stated Ahmed al
Musalmi, Chief Executive Officer
of Sohar International. 

“This collaboration epitomises
our commitment to harnessing
cutting-edge technology, en-
hancing security, and providing
innovative payment solutions to
our customers. Introducing Sam-
sung Wallet to our suite of digital
solutions underscores our dedi-
cation to setting the standard for
digital excellence in our nation.”

The bank encourages cus-
tomers to take full advantage of

linking their Sohar International
and Sohar Islamic cards to Sam-
sung Wallet for a streamlined
payment process across multiple
devices. To get started, cus-
tomers can download the Sam-
sung Wallet App from the
Galaxy Store, log in with their
Samsung account, and set up
their PIN and fingerprint for se-
curity. After these steps, they
simply select 'add card' to scan
or manually input their Sohar In-
ternational or Sohar Islamic

credit or debit card number.  
Commenting on the partner-

ship, Sajeel Bashiruddin, Chief
Digital Officer at Sohar Interna-
tional, said, “Today marks a piv-
otal moment in our commitment
to enhancing customer experi-
ences. With the introduction of
Samsung Wallet, Sohar Interna-
tional is spearheading a new era
of seamless and secure digital
transactions, empowering indi-
viduals to navigate their financial
journeys with confidence and

convenience.
“This strategic move under-

scores our dedication to deliver-
ing cutting-edge financial
solutions that anticipate and
meet the needs of our cus-
tomers. By embracing our part-
nership with Samsung Wallet,
we are not just adapting to
change - we’re shaping the fu-
ture of banking experiences.”

“Our partnership with Sohar
International is a critical step for
us as we continue expanding our
next-generation payment solu-
tions to consumers in the re-
gion,” said Fadi Abu Shamat,
Head of the Mobile eXperience
Division at Samsung Gulf Elec-
tronics. “Samsung Wallet not
only offers user-friendly features
but also prioritises the security of
customers’ personal and finan-
cial information. With the help of
Samsung Knox, consumers can
have peace of mind through ad-
vanced security measures such
as monitoring and preventing
unauthorised access or tamper-
ing of the device. This collabora-
tion demonstrates our
unwavering commitment to in-
novation and customer-centric
values, as we work towards cre-
ating a more vibrant digital land-
scape for all.”

A wide range of banking prod-
ucts and services are carefully
crafted to suit customers of Bank
Muscat, the leading financial ser-
vice provider in Oman, and offer
them a distinctive banking expe-
rience. Marking a long-standing
and strong relationship with cus-
tomers, Asalah provides a spe-
cial banking experience based on
understanding customers’ dy-
namic needs. 

Abdulnasir N al Raisi, General
Manager - Personal Banking,
Bank Muscat, said, “The expan-
sion of the Asalah network high-
lights our focus to remain the
nation’s bank of choice in all
parts of the country. With the
widest reach in serving cus-
tomers across regions, we are
committed to meeting customer
expectations by offering dedi-

cated Relationship Managers
and personalised products and
services to fit their needs. We are
also committed to catering to the
complex financial needs of
clients reflecting the customer-
centric vision of Bank Muscat.”

Bank Muscat opened a num-
ber of new Asalah centres within
its branches in Madinat Sultan
Qaboos, Al Hail and also in Izki
and Adam under Dakhiliya gov-
ernorate, bringing the total num-
ber of 47 Asalah centres to date
distributed in various gover-
norates of the Sultanate.

Asalah Priority Banking ex-
tends many services and facili-
ties, including Asalah’s special
contact center operating around
the clock all days of the week.
The Asalah ENTERTAINER App
brings customers great value

with thousands of ‘Buy 1 and get
1 for free’ offers in stores inside
the sultanate and international
destinations. Customers also get
rewards and discounts in multi-
ple places such as restaurants,
entertainment, beauty and
health. Further, the Asalah Signa-
ture Credit Card offers 1% cash
back on all local and international
transactions, a number of 12
complimentary visits to more
than 1000 airport lounges world-
wide, free travel insurance, and
24/7 concierge service. 

Asalah Platinum Debit Card-
holders have access to privileges
encompassing lounge access,
exciting offers at high-end mer-
chants, restaurants and hotels,
complimentary chauffer service
to and from Salalah and Muscat
airports.

As the warmth of summer ap-
proaches, Six Senses Zighy Bay is
inviting GCC residents to unwind
amidst the beauty of the Oman
Peninsula with its new GCC
Local Residents Offer, taking
care of breakfast and a three-
course dinner as well as a 10%
discount on the best available
rate, available from May 1 to
September 30.

A stay at Six Senses Zighy Bay
begins with a scenic 2.5-hour
drive from Dubai, allowing
guests to leave the rush of city
life behind and ease into a care-
free state of mind as the striking
Al-Hajar Mountains reveal

themselves. 
Once settled within the com-

forts of one of the 82 villas, resi-
dents are free to discover a

plethora of enriching experi-
ences. From sunset cruises on
the resort’s very own Dhahab
dhow, a memorable day of relax-

ation at Smugglers Bay, a private
untouched beach only accessible
by boat or via a short scenic hike,
complete with a freshly prepared
beachside barbecue, to rejuve-
nating visits at the award-win-
ning spa where skilled therapists
offer a variety of treatments and
wellness experiences. Cool down
with a diving exploration of
Oman’s gulf, home to turtles,
rays and schools of colourful fish,
or simply explore the resort by
bike with stops at the organic
garden or Earth Lab, where glass
upcycling or candle and soap
making await.  

As the sun dips beyond the

horizon, sit down to a three-
course dinner at Summer House
or Spice Market serving contem-
porary international or Middle
Eastern cuisine. The GCC Local
Residents Offer also ensures
guests begin each day with an
elaborate breakfast buffet featur-
ing the freshest ingredients
sourced from the resort’s own
organic garden and Dibba farm
and the region’s producers. 

Whether visiting with a loved
one, friends, or the whole family,
the resort’s variety of Omani-
style villas and suites ensure a
cooling escape from the heat of
day, the group stated.

Six Senses Zighy Bay extends special offers for GCC residents on Oman travel

Huge crowd gathers for Friday’s
races at AlUla Camel Cup 2024
The second
edition of
the AlUla
Camel Cup
to conclude
on Saturday

From May 1 to September 30, the
hidden jewel of Oman is welcoming
guests for an out-of-the-ordinary
stay with a complimentary half-
board upgrade and discounts on the
best available rate 
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OQ Group, the global integrated
energy company, represented by
its Exploration and Production
arm ‘OQEP’ showcased its inno-
vations, energy mix and plans to
build a sustainable future. OQ
participated in Oman Petroleum
& Energy Show (OPES), the pres-
tigious event that embraces the
entire oil, gas, and energy indus-
try, as a principal sponsor.

OPES 2024 had together
more than 200 expert speakers
to shed light on global initiatives
that will impact the oil and gas
industry. Participants from over
24 countries and more than 900
delegates attended the confer-
ence and exhibition. The event
was held under the patronage of
Oman’s Ministry of Energy and
Minerals. 

After the inauguration, the
OQ booth was visited by the
Guest of Honour, H E Eng Salim
bin Nasser al Aufi, the Minister
of Energy and Minerals, as well
as by a number of delegates and
visitors, where the group high-
lighted its outstanding achieve-
ments and its roadmap for a
sustainable future which mani-
fested in three clear pathways to
reduce carbon footprint and to
diversify revenue by promoting
energy efficiency, clean energy,
and low carbon molecules. 

OQEP also demonstrated
how its initiatives are designed to
help Oman build a hydrogen-
centric economy, in line with
Oman Vision 2040 and the na-

tional agenda to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2050. 

Ahmed al Azkawi, Chief Exec-
utive Upstream of OQEP, said,
“As a meeting place for energy
companies and expertise from
around the globe, OPES presents
us with an opportunity to project
OQ as an integrated energy
group focused on building a
clean and sustainable future. In
our participation, we have gone
beyond production and rev-
enues, highlighting the need to
engage all stakeholders towards

building a sustainable future in
line with Oman Vision 2040 and
carbon neutrality 2050 objec-
tives. OQ is leaving no stone un-
turned to apply best industry
practices in order to reduce car-
bon emissions produced by its
existing and future projects. 

“We are pleased to report
that we have been able to reduce
these emissions to as low as 6kg
CO2 e/boe in some of our facili-
ties. Moreover, we recently
made the final investment deci-
sion for MARSA LNG project

that will achieve less than 3kg of
carbon dioxide for every oil
equivalent barrel which is one of
the lowest GHG intensity plants
in the world.”

“As part of our sustainability
efforts, OQ introduced digital
platforms to measure, monitor,
and control our emissions.
Through our OPES participation,
OQ highlighted the importance
of maximizing the value of cur-
rent resources and oil and gas re-
serves as the company strives to
build a cleaner and sustainable

future,” CEU of OQEP concluded.
At the booth, OQ Exploration

and Production featured some of
its ongoing sustainable practices,
including various decarboniza-
tion measures. The OQ booth
also gave an overview of OQEP
joint ventures portfolio powering
its various projects, including gas
development. The booth also put
the spotlight on its global net-
work of partners and investors.  

OQEP, in line with OQ
Group's efforts to promote ICV
and support SMEs in the oil con-

cession areas, signed an agree-
ment with one of the local com-
munity contractors for the
maintenance and supply of
equipment for oil and gas fields
in Block 60 and Block 48. OQ
Group also brought into focus its
digitisation strategy which has
enabled it to boost the quality,
efficiency, and overall yield of oil
and gas exploration and produc-
tion operations across the value
chain. The deployment of data
collection and analysis has led to
better margins. Digitalisation has

enabled OQ to deploy new and
innovative upstream technology
and optimise overall exploration
and production efforts.

Various sessions at OPES fea-
tured top OQEP officials who
shared ideas on the role of Oil
and Gas in the evolving land-
scape of the future energy mix.
Ahmed al Azkawi, CEU of OQEP,
was a key participant in the Ex-
ecutive Plenary Session on
‘Transforming the Energy Indus-
try to Deliver Affordable, Sus-
tainable, and Clean Energy’.

OQ showcases innovations at OPES ’24

Students of ABA Oman Interna-
tional School created history by
breaking 7 records at the Middle
East South Asia Conference
(MESAC) Track and Field Cham-
pionships held at the American
School of Doha. ABA athletes
took 8 gold, 4 silver and 4 bronze
to break records previously un-
beaten for 11 years!

In addition, the Junior Varsity
(JV) Boys team secured the
bronze medal overall.

Aqil Shameer and Magnus
Gohring broke 3 MESAC records
each. Aqil secured the top spot
with the best timings in JV Boys
800m in 2:05.35, JV Boys
1500m in 4:21.27, and JV Boys
3000m in 9:39.40. Magnus
made a historic record in the
Varsity Boys 100m heats with a
record time of 10.90, breaking a
14-year old record of under 11
seconds being witnessed for the
first time ever. 

He also broke the Varsity
Boys 200m record in the heats
with a time of 21:75. Magnus
then went on to break his own
Varsity Boys record from day 1 in
the 100m final on day 3 in 10.72
seconds! 

The ABA Varsity Boys team of
Aqil Shameer, Magnus Gohring,
Christian Sutton and Marat Luk-
manov also broke the MESAC
record for the 4 x 400m relay in
a time of 1:33.08.

Sarah Harman, Athletics Di-
rector at ABA, commended the
dedication and hard work of the
students and coaches. “This
achievement is a testament to
the dedication, skill, and hard
work of our students and
coaches. We are immensely
proud of their accomplishments
and the mark they have left in
MESAC history,” she said.

“The tournament, featuring
350 athletes from around the re-

gion, was a truly memorable ex-
perience for both players and
spectators,” she added.

In addition to showcasing
prowess in track and field this
season, ABA students also ex-
hibited remarkable skill and re-
silience in badminton, softball,
and Speech and Debate compe-
titions. In badminton, both Junior
Varsity and Varsity teams dis-
played exceptional talent and de-
termination securing two gold
medals, two silver and three
bronze medals from individuals
and doubles teams. The JV team
secured the silver medal, show-
casing their dedication and
teamwork.

Samsung Electronics recently
showcased its new premium
kitchen and lifestyle as part of a
continued drive for a connected
home life at EuroCucina 2024. 

The event is one of the largest
international kitchen events and
took place from April 16 to 21 at
Rho Fiera Milano in Milan. Sam-
sung at the event displayed how
connectivity among multiple ap-
pliances - as well as the innova-
tive features of new built-in
products - will change everyday
home life. Samsung’s booth at
EuroCucina invited visitors to
main zones which consisted of
the Bespoke AI and Premium
Built-in Kitchen.

Connectivity across
appliances
The journey at Samsung’s booth
started with the Bespoke AI zone
which demonstrated the expan-
sion of the connectivity. It in-
cluded the experience of
connectivity existing not only in
the kitchen, but also in the rest of
the home, assisting users’ life to
be simple and intuitive, less user
input required at home.

Samsung highlighted the ex-
perience enhanced and realized
by multiple screens. The AI Fam-
ily Hub and AI Home - a 7-inch

screen built into the Bespoke AI
Laundry Combo and Anyplace
Induction - were key compo-
nents of this. Through the
screens, users can get the useful
information of the device itself or
get a phone call directly on the
Bespoke AI Laundry Combo
while doing laundry. But the
most important part is that the
screens enable the appliances to
connect with and control other
devices, letting users enjoy
heightened convenience through
the SmartThings ecosystem. 

For example, they feature
SmartThings 3D Map View, a
three-dimensional perspective of
the home that locates connected

Samsung appliances throughout
the house. It streamlines opera-
tions such as turning off con-
nected devices and checking
their energy usage. 

Various scenarios to the real
life are ready at the zone as well.
In a specific mode like Smart-
Things Energy Away mode,
SmartThings automatically pow-
ers off the chosen, specific appli-
ances and devices when users
are out of home. 

Built-in products for
diverse lifestyles
Samsung has further strength-
ened its brand position by
launching built-in models includ-

ing refrigerators, dishwashers,
induction cooktops and ovens, as
well as by introducing innovative
features such as AI Pro Cooking.
At Premium Built-in Kitchen
zone, Samsung showcases three
new products that will assure its
brand presence in built-in mar-
ket. They feature AI-applied ca-
pabilities and upgraded
functionality and provide con-
sumers with great flexibility
when configuring their built-in
kitchens.

First, the Built-in Wide Bottom
Mount Freezer (BRB6500D) is
the first wide model to appear in
the Samsung’s built-in refrigera-
tor lineup. Using its Wi-Fi com-
patibility, users can reduce their
energy use by up to 10% through
SmartThings AI Energy Mode.
Users can also monitor their en-
ergy usage and estimate monthly
energy bills. If these bills exceed
their preset targets, the energy
saving mode can help users save
energy by changing the compres-
sor speed and the frequency of
the defrost cycle. As for keeping
food fresh, the Twin Cooling™
system ensures that food stays
fresher for longer by changing the
temperature and humidity in the
refrigerator and freezer using in-
dependent evaporators and fans. 

Samsung booth at EuroCucina ’24ABA Oman students break
7 records in MESAC event

The University Library organised
a cultural event titled ‘Ithra’ from
April 22 to April 24. 

This event coincided with the
celebration of World Book Day
and Copyright Day on April 23
each year. The aim of this event
was to enhance culture and
knowledge, and to provide a
platform for exchanging experi-
ences and promoting intellec-
tual cooperation among
members of the university and
the local community.

The event hosted several au-
thors from the university who
talked about their experiences in
writing and overcoming chal-
lenges, showcasing their literary

works. The event also included
a used book fair to promote a
culture of interest in books and
encourage reading, and contin-
uous learning. 

Harith bin Saif al Kharousi, a
researcher in Omani heritage
and history, presented an exhi-
bition of writings on metals,
local materials, and rocks, fo-
cusing on the history of writing
since ancient times. The event
concluded with a workshop ti-
tled ‘How to Start Your Writ-
ings’ presented by Sheikha al
Fajriya to encourage partici-
pants to innovate and think cre-
atively in the world of writing.

This event resulted in a set of

important recommendations,
highlighting the necessity of
continuing to organise such
events that promote writing and
enhance interest in knowledge
and books. 

The event also called for
adopting students’ writings and
publishing them in university
publications. It is hoped that the
university will allocate a special
corner to display these valuable
intellectual outputs in local and
international book fairs. The
event received great popularity
among university affiliates and
members of the external com-
munity, reflecting its success
and positive impact.

University Library organises Ithra cultural event to enrich academic life
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US to rush Patriot missiles 
to Ukraine in $6bn package

Washington, D.C., US - United
States has announced an addi-
tional aid of US$6bn to Ukraine,
which will enable for procure-
ment of weapons, including crit-
ical interceptors Patriot and
NASAMS (National Advanced
Surface-to-Air Missile System)
air defence systems, the US De-
fence Secretary Lloyd Austin said
on Saturday.

The additional commitment
of US$6bn through the Ukraine
Security Assistance Initiative
(USAI) will allow for the procure-
ment of new capabilities for
Ukraine from US industry, Austin
said. “This is the largest security
assistance package that we’ve
committed to date,” Austin told
a news conference at the Pen-
tagon, adding that the US would
‘move immediately’ to get the
supplies to Ukraine.

The USAI aid package also in-
cludes counter-drone systems
and support equipment, signifi-
cant amounts of artillery ammu-
nition and air-to-ground
munitions, and maintenance and
sustainment support.

The US$6bn is part of a

US$60bn aid package signed
into law by US President Joe
Biden on Wednesday, which also
includes US$1bn in more imme-
diate aid, Austin said.

The Department of Defence
(DoD) announced that the ‘his-
toric new security assistance
package’ will address Ukraine’s
ongoing battlefield needs and
demonstrate unwavering US
support for Ukraine.

Austin and Air Force General
Charles Q Brown Jr, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff, addressed
the press conference following a
virtual meeting of the 21st
Ukraine Defence Contact Group
which saw the participation of
Ukranian Minister of Defence

Umerov and General Syrskyi.
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky addressed
the start of the virtual meeting
and sought more air defence sys-
tems to be sent to Kyiv to help
protest against Russian strikes.

Austin said that he had con-
vened the Ukraine Defence Con-
tact Group for the first time at
Ramstein Air Base exactly two
years ago. The group comprising
some 50 members of allies and
partners from around the world,
marshals military assistance for
Ukraine.

Contact group members have
committed more than US$95bn
in security assistance to Ukraine,
the US Defence Secretary said.

“Over the past two years, the
members of this Contact Group
have committed more than 70
mid- to long range air-defence
systems, along with thousands of
missiles. We’ve provided more
than 3,000 armoured vehicles,
including more than 800 main
battle tanks. We’ve given
Ukraine tens of thousands of
anti-tank missiles. This year,
more than a squadron of do-
nated F-16s will start to arrive in
Ukraine, along with pilots and
maintainers trained by members
of this Contact Group,” Austin
said as per a Pentagon readout of
the remarks made by Austin at
the opening of the 21st Ukraine
Defence Contact Group.

The US Defence Secretary
noted Czech Republic’s ‘extraor-
dinary initiative’ to procure thou-
sands of artillery shells from third
countries for Ukraine. “And the
UK has announced its largest
single package of equipment
ever, worth approximately
US$620mn. Or consider Ger-
many’s bold announcement that
it will donate another Patriot sys-
tem to Ukraine,” he said.

“Ukraine is in dire need of
more air-defence systems. And
it urgently needs more intercep-
tors. That’s going to be a huge
priority for us all today. Ukraine
also needs more artillery and ar-
mour to defend its citizens and
reclaim its stolen territory,”
Austin said.

Responding to a reporter’s
query Austin said: “I would point
out that it’s not just Patriot, that
you know, they need. They need
other types of systems and inter-
ceptors, as well. And so I would
caution us all in terms of making
Patriot the silver bullet. I would
say that it’s going to be the inte-
grated air and missile defence, as
we’ve said so many times before,
that really turns the tide. And so
there are other capabilities that
they need that - that we really
pushed hard to get, and we may
be able to the Ukrainians a bit
faster.”

Urging allies to deter Russia
from further aggression, the US
Defence Secretary said: “If
Ukraine fell under Putin’s boot,
Europe would fall under Putin’s
shadow.”
ANI

UN warns of 
escalating 
situation in
North Darfur

Turkish president and Dutch prime minister discuss NATO chief candidacy
Istanbul, Turkey - Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan on
Friday said the choice of new
NATO chief ‘will be made within
the framework of the strategic
wisdom and fairness’.

“Nobody should have any
doubt that we will make our de-
cision within the framework of
strategic wisdom and fairness,”
Erdogan said at a joint news con-
ference with Dutch Prime Minis-
ter Mark Rutte at Vahdettin
Palace in Istanbul.

Rutte recently announced his
bid to become the next NATO
secretary-general.

Erdogan said that the trade
volume between the two coun-
tries reached US$13.9bn last
year and that Ankara hopes to
initially increase it to US$16bn
and then to US$21.4bn.

“With US$6.4bn in invest-

ments, Turkish entrepreneurs
provide employment for some
80,000 people in the Nether-
lands,” Erdogan added.

Erdogan said that the Dutch
prime minister’s visit holds a
special significance for the bilat-
eral relations between the two
nations.

He said that they reviewed the
multifaceted cooperation be-
tween the two countries and
reaffirmed their determination to
take bilateral relations to further
levels.

“We noted that our commer-
cial and economic relations con-
tinue to deepen and strengthen.
The Netherlands is the largest
foreign investor in Turkey.

“New partnerships to be es-
tablished in the defence industry,
green and digital transformation,
and energy sectors will con-

tribute to achieving this goal,”
the Turkish president added.   

Erdogan also underlined the

importance of starting work on
the update of the Customs Union
with the EU as soon as possible,

saying that Turkey once again
drew attention to the importance
they attach to this issue.

He expressed that Ankara ex-
pects the Netherlands’ support in
order for the EU to address the
relations with Turkey from a ‘just
and strategic perspective’.

He noted that preparations for
the NATO summit of heads of

state and government, sched-
uled to take place in Washington
in July, were also on the agenda
of the meeting.

Erdogan underlined the im-
portance of the future secre-
tary-general prioritising the
preservation of NATO’s primary
role in ensuring Euro-Atlantic

security.
“Furthermore, it is essential

for intense and strong efforts,
similar to those of (incumbent
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg), to
be made in removing sanctions,
restrictions, and obstacles in the

defence industry among allies.
“I shared these points with

Romanian President (Kalus) Io-
hannis, who has announced his
candidacy for the secretary-gen-
eral position, in a phone call held
upon his request last week,” he
added.
Anadolu Agency

US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte

SET FOR LAUNCH

The combination of the Chang’e-6 lunar probe and the Long March-5 Y8 carrier rocket being transferred

vertically to the launching area at the Wenchang Space Launch Centre in south China's Hainan Province. The

Chang'e-6 lunar probe is scheduled for launch at an appropriate time at the beginning of May (Xinhua)

The aid will
enable for
procurement
of weapons,
including
critical
interceptors

Erdogan said that the trade volume
between the two countries reached
US$13.9bn last year and that
Ankara hopes to initially increase it
to US$16bn and then to US$21.4bn

Hamilton, Canada  - The UN on
Friday issued a stark warning on
the escalating situation in El
Fasher, the capital of North Darfur
in Sudan, saying the area is ‘al-
ready on the brink of famine’.   

“We are receiving increas-
ingly alarming reports of a dra-
matic escalation of tensions
between armed actors in El
Fasher, North Darfur,” UN
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric
said in a statement.

Dujarric said the paramilitary
‘Rapid Support Forces (RSF) are
reportedly encircling El Fasher,
suggesting a coordinated move to
attack the city may be imminent’,
adding that the Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF) are positioning
themselves, raising concerns of a
large-scale confrontation.

Noting that such an attack on
the city would cause ‘devastating
consequences for the civilian
population’, the UN spokesperson
also reminded that ‘this escalation
of tensions is in an area already on

the brink of famine’.
“The Secretary-General reiter-

ates his call on all Parties to refrain
from fighting in the El Fasher
area,” he added.

El Fasher serves as the admin-
istrative centre of the Darfur re-
gion comprising five states. It is
the largest city in Darfur and the
only one among the capitals of
the other states in the region that
has not fallen into the hands of the
paramilitary RSF. 

The Sudanese army controls El
Fasher.
Anadolu Agency

El Fasher serves as
the administrative
centre of the Darfur
region comprising
five states. It is the
largest city in 
Darfur

Washington, D.C., US - US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken
after concluding his three-day
visit to China said that he used
his meeting to raise the Joe Biden
administration’s concerns about
Beijing’s support for Russia’s de-
fence industrial base, reported
CNN.

Blinken emphasised that the
US will take further action on
top of existing sanctions on
more than 100 Chinese entities
and individuals if such support
continues.

“What we said to China is this
- we’re going to take actions we
already have, and if it doesn’t
stop, we’re going to have to take
more action, and you can antici-
pate as well, that other countries
will (too),” Blinken said in an in-
terview with CNN, adding that he
raised the issue to both China’s
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
President Xi Jinping. “We’re

looking to them to act, and ... if
they don’t, we will,” he said.

According to CNN, Blinken
made the comments in an inter-
view with CNN on Friday while
concluding his visit to China,
where the top American diplo-
mat spent hours meeting with
top Chinese officials, including Xi
Jinping as the two countries nav-
igated a raft of contentious is-

sues, from US tech controls to
Beijing’s support for Moscow.

According to US, Chinese
support is enabling Russia to
ramp up production of tanks,
munitions and armoured vehi-
cles and allowing it to sustain its
military operations in Ukraine.

Additionally, he emphasised
that Chinese counterparts had
not acknowledged the role of

these goods in the war in
Ukraine. Instead, they charac-
terised this as trade with Russia
and said Moscow’s success
didn’t depend on China, Blinken
added. Further, the US Secretary
also highlighted during the inter-
view that China is trying to influ-
ence the upcoming US elections,
as per CNN.

Following this, he said US has
seen evidence of Chinese at-
tempts to ‘influence and ar-
guably interfere’ with the
upcoming US elections, despite
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
earlier commitment to not do so’.

Blinken disclosed in the CNN
interview that Xi Jinping reiter-
ated President Joe Biden’s mes-
sage, which he gave to him
during their summit in San Fran-
cisco last November, to not in-
terfere in the 2024 US
presidential elections.
ANI

US warns China over its support for Russia

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
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Istanbul, Turkey - Palestinian re-
sistance group Hamas an-
nounced on Saturday that it had
received Israel’s official response
to a hostage swap and ceasefire
proposal it sent to Egypt and
Qatar on April 13.

“Hamas received Israel’s offi-
cial response to the movement’s
proposal delivered to mediators,
Egypt and Qatar, on April 13,”
said Khalil al-Hayya, the group’s
deputy head in the Gaza Strip
and head of its Arab and Islamic
Relations Office.

“The movement will study
this proposal, and upon comple-
tion, will submit its response to
the mediators,” added al-Hayya.

The Israeli response coincided
with a visit by a top Egyptian se-
curity delegation to Tel Aviv on
Friday to discuss a possible Gaza
ceasefire between Israel and
Palestinian group Hamas, ac-
cording to Egyptian and Israeli
media.

Private broadcaster Al Qahera
news TV quoted an unnamed
Egyptian source as saying that
the delegation will discuss a
comprehensive ceasefire frame-
work, saying there was ‘signifi-
cant progress’ narrowing
differences between the Egyp-
tian and Israeli delegations.

Meanwhile, the Israeli Public
Broadcasting Corporation re-
ported that security services ‘be-
lieve that this is the last
opportunity to return the
hostages from Gaza’.

Israeli news website Ynet also
confirmed the arrival of an Egyp-
tian delegation in Israel to meet
with officials in efforts to achieve

a deal. Hamas demands an end
to Israel’s deadly offensive on the
Gaza Strip and the withdrawal of
Israeli forces from the territory.

Tel Aviv believes 134 Israelis
are being held in Gaza, while Is-
rael is holding some 9,000
Palestinians in its jails.

A previous deal in November
saw the release of 81 Israelis and

24 foreigners in exchange for
240 Palestinians, including 71
women and 169 children. The
US, Qatar and Egypt have tried to
broker an agreement to release
the remaining Israeli captives.

Attack on 
refugee camp
Meanwhile, eight Palestinians
were killed and 30 wounded on
Saturday in an Israeli attack on
the Nuseirat refugee camp in
central Gaza, according to the
Palestinian news agency,
WAFA. 

It said airstrikes targeted a
residential home in the camp
that killed four Palestinians, in-
cluding a baby.

In a separate strike on another
house in the camp, four addi-
tional Palestinians were killed,
with at least 30 injured.

More than 34,300 Palestini-
ans have been killed since Octo-
ber 7, mostly women and
children, and nearly 77,300 in-
jured amid mass destruction and
severe shortages of necessities.

The conflict has pushed 85
per cent of Gaza’s population
into internal displacement amid
acute shortages of food, clean
water, and medicine, while 60
per cent of the enclave’s infras-

tructure has been damaged or
destroyed.

Global calls for a ceasefire
have been growing as the war
has entered its seventh month.

Israel stands accused of geno-
cide at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ), which in January is-
sued an interim ruling that or-
dered Tel Aviv to stop genocidal
acts and take measures to guar-
antee that humanitarian assis-
tance is provided to civilians in
Gaza.

In the occupied West Bank on
Saturday, the Israeli army de-
tained 20 more Palestinians. 

According to a joint statement
issued by the Prisoners and Ex-
Prisoners Affairs Authority and
the Palestinian Prisoners Society,
the new arrests brought the total
number of Palestinians detained
by the Israeli forces since Octo-
ber 7 to 8,480.

The latest arrests took place
mostly in Ramallah, Jerusalem,
Hebron, Nablus, Tulkarm, and
Jenin.

During the Israeli arrest cam-
paigns, the Israeli forces physi-
cally assaulted and abused
Palestinians, while damaging
their homes and property, the
statement added.
Anadolu Agency

Hamas says it received Israeli response
on hostage swap and ceasefire proposal

Geneva, Switzerland - Land-
mines, explosive remnants of
war, and improvised explosive
devices continue to cause death
and injury, especially around
armed conflicts, with one person
on average killed every hour,
with Syria hit hardest, a UN offi-
cial said on Friday. 

Christelle Loupforest, who
heads the UN Mine Action Ser-
vice in Geneva (UNMAS), said
that communities are suffering
tremendously from the threats of
such weapons and was asked
about areas badly affected by the
presence of landmines.

“People are not able to move
freely, and, and also have to
flee from their villages, because
it’s just too dangerous,” she
said at a press conference
ahead of the April 29-May 1 In-
ternational Meeting of Mine
Action National Directors and
UN Advisers.

“Syria is a country that I would
put on top of the list because if I
look at the number of casualties,
it still has a huge amount of ca-
sualties,” she said.

“If you also look at the casu-

alty level, then you would go for
Yemen; we need to do a lot more
action in Yemen to reduce the
casualties, as there is a massive
level of contamination there. 

Another area of grave con-
cern is West Africa and the
Sahel. Loupforest cited Nigeria,
Burkina Faso, and Mali, along
with Niger, all of which deal with
large quantities of improvised
explosive devices.

Gaza debris
UNMAS official Pehr Lodham-
mar told the same press confer-
ence that in the Gaza conflict,
there is an estimated 37mn
tonnes of debris and that around
300kg (661 pounds) of debris

per square meter, or 65 per cent
of the buildings destroyed are
residential buildings

He said he was unable to say
how long it would take to get rid
of the unexploded ordinance, but
‘we’re talking about 14 years of
work with 100 trucks to remove
the rubble, with approximately
750,000 workdays, person
workdays to remove the debris’.

Stefano Toscano, director of
Geneva International Centre for
Humanitarian Demining, said:
“Today, still, 60mn people are
affected in their daily lives by the
threat of explosive ordnance,
landmines, cluster munition, and
improvised explosive devices.”
Anadolu Agency

Syria remains country hardest
hit by landmines: UN official

Injured Palestinians, including children are brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital after an Israeli attack on Al-Nuseirat refugee camp in Deir al-Balah, Gaza 

Ramallah, Palestine - Israeli
Chief of Staff Herzi Halevi is ex-
pected to ‘resign in the coming
period’, local media reported on
Saturday. 

After the Monday resignation
of the country’s head of military
intelligence Major General
Aharon Haliva, it became clear
that all officers responsible for
failing to predict the October 7,
2023 attack by Palestinian group
Hamas would ‘go home, starting
with the Chief of Staff’, private
broadcaster Channel 12 said.

It said many officers have
sought legal representation ‘in
preparation for war investiga-
tions’. The report claimed that
Haliva had written his resigna-
tion letter to the Chief of Staff
after receiving legal advice ‘as-
suming that all of his statements
would also be presented to the
investigation committee when it
was formed’.

Haliva is the first in a series of
commanders who ‘will be forced
to retire in the near future’, it
suggested, listing several other
officers, including Head of the
Shin Bet domestic security
agency Ronen Bar.

Concerns are rising over what
Halevi’s replacement will mean

for the security and political sys-
tems, the channel added.

It said that many comman-
ders who were once seen as po-
tential successors, including
Major General Yaron Finkelman

and Major General Eliezer
Toledano, are now ‘seen as part
of the failure’.

Political circles now expect
Major General Eyal Zamir, the
director general of the Defence
Ministry, to succeed Halevi, ac-
cording to the source.

Demand for 
early elections
Meanwhile, the Israelis
protested on Friday against the
government led by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and
demanded early elections and a
hostage swap deal with the

Palestinian resistance group,
Hamas, according to the media
reports. 

Around 100 Israelis, including
relatives of hostages held in the
Gaza Strip, rallied outside the
house of War Cabinet minister,
Benny Gantz, in Ras al-Ayn
(Rosh HaAyin) in northern Israel.

The daily Times of Israel re-
ported that protesters are call-
ing for the release of the more
than 100 hostages held in Gaza
since October 7 along with the
replacement of Netanyahu’s
government.

“They are also calling on
Gantz to resign from the emer-
gency government,” it added.

Police were deployed around
Gantz’s house to contain
protesters. Two demonstrators
were arrested for ‘violating pub-
lic order’.

The War Cabinet member
and former defence chief said
earlier this month that ‘early
elections should be held in
September’.

Israel has been witnessing al-
most daily protests demanding
Netanyahu expedite an agree-
ment with Palestinian factions in
Gaza and hold early elections.
Anadolu Agency

Israeli chief of staff to resign: Report

Israeli Chief of Staff Herzi Halevi

New York, US - Anti-Muslim in-
cidents are on the rise in the US,
according to a Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations (CAIR) re-
port released in early April. 

The report revealed a 56 per
cent surge in anti-Muslim inci-
dents in 2023, with 44 per cent
occurring after October 7, sug-
gesting heightened prejudice
against Muslims.

Pro-Palestine demonstrations
at Columbia University have ex-
panded to US campuses, leading
pro-Israel groups to denounce
the protests as antisemitic.

Efforts by universities to quell
the protests have sparked de-
bates on free speech, with accu-
sations of antisemitism raising
concerns about rising Islamo-
phobia and anti-Palestinian inci-
dents in the US.

The Muslim rights advocacy

group’s New Jersey Communi-
cations Director, Dina
Sayedahmed, condemned the
use of antisemitism allegations
to silence Palestinian and Mus-
lim students critical of Israel, call-
ing it a violation of free speech.

“It’s mainly due to public offi-
cials’ unbalanced, disingenuous
and dishonest statements on
Palestine and on Muslims,” said
Sayedahmed, noting that CAIR
witnessed a more than 200 per
cent increase in anti-Muslim in-
cidents from 2023 to 2024.

“The state is unable to actu-
ally investigate true antisemitic
events because they’re being
flooded with false accusations of
anti-Semitism,” she said.

Kaiser Aslam, from the Is-
lamic Life Centre at Rutgers Uni-
versity (ILC), stressed that
campus protests targeted Israeli

policies, not Jewish people, high-
lighting growing Islamophobia
and harassment faced by Mus-
lim students.

Referring to an attack on the
centre earlier this month, he said:

“We became the target of not
just smear campaigns but actual
violence.”

Aslam said the university has
witnessed a notable rise in anti-
Muslim incidents, with its ILC

becoming a sanctuary for pro-
Palestinian students. “Muslim
students sometimes are targeted
by being spat on, called certain
names or someone just driving
down into the car and yelling

something at them,” he said,
Stating that antisemitism is a

reality in the US, Aslam said:
“However calling advocacy for
Palestine anti-Semitism is actu-
ally cheapening the term itself.”

Auzan Amjad from the Mus-
lim Students Association at Rut-
gers acknowledged
long-standing tensions on cam-
pus, even before October 7.

“Unfortunately, Islamophobia
has become the nature of our
campus,” he said.

Sumayya, a Palestinian-origin
student, cited increasing Islamo-
phobia, noting that Muslims
were increasingly targeted and
harassed on campuses.

Stating they have not received
any sort of response from the ad-
ministration, she said: “People
just walking on campus with
their friends are shouted out or

cursed out. Those are all in-
stances that have been building
up.” 

Pro-Palestine demonstrations
have spread to prestigious US
universities like New York Uni-
versity (NYU), Yale University,
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT), Tufts University,
the New School and the Univer-
sity of North Carolina.

Meanwhile, pro-Israel groups
called for National Guard inter-
vention to disperse student
protests, alleging antisemitism.

The attack on Rutgers Univer-
sity’s Islamic Life Centre during
Eid-al-Fitr - marking the end of
the Islamic holy month of Ra-
madan, raised alarms, under-
scoring the rise in Islamophobic
incidents alongside accusations
of antisemitism.
Anadolu Agency   

Islamophobia incidents rising in US as pro-Palestinian students protest

Hamas received Israel’s response to
the movement’s proposal delivered
to mediators, Egypt and Qatar. The
movement will study this proposal,
and upon completion, will submit
its response to the mediators 
KHALIL AL�HAYYA

It has become clear
that all officers 
responsible for 
failing to predict
the October 7, 2023
attack by Hamas
would go home
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New Delhi, India - In a major
boost for firepower of its fighter
aircraft fleet, the Indian Air Force
has inducted the Rampage long-
range supersonic air-to-ground
missiles which can hit targets at
around 250km.

The missile known as the
High-Speed Low Drag-Mark 2
missile in the Indian Air Force
was reportedly used in a big way
by the Israeli Air Force during its
recent attacks on Iranian targets.

The Indian Air Force has in-
ducted the Rampage in its Rus-
sian-origin aircraft fleet including
the Su-30 MKI and MiG-29

fighters along with the Jaguar
fighter jets, defence sources told
ANI.

The Indian Navy has also in-
ducted the missile in its fleet for
the MiG-29K naval fighter jets,
they said.

The stand-off weapon will
give Indian fighter pilots the op-
tion of engaging and taking out
targets like communication cen-
tres or radar stations, the
sources said.

The procurement was part of
the emergency powers given by
the Defence Ministry to the
armed forces to equip them-

selves with critical weapons and
equipment after the standoff
with China started in 2020.

The missiles have a longer
range than the Spice-2000s
used in the Balakot air strikes in
2019.

The Indian Air Force has gone
in for multiple weapon systems
including the long-range sys-
tems from both aboard and In-
dian vendors.

Indian Air Force recently
tested the ROCKS or the Crystal
Maze-2 missile in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands territory.

The air-launched ballistic mis-

sile had hit its target successfully
in the trials done around a fort-
night ago.

Induction of the Rampage and
integration with the Russian Su-
30 has given a big boost to the
Russian aircraft fleet which can
now fire multiple long-range air-
to-ground missiles including the
over 400km strike range Brah-
Mos supersonic missiles.

The Indian Air Force is now
also mulling if the Rampage can
be produced under the Make in
India programme and be in-
ducted in large numbers.
ANI

Indian Air Force, Navy aircraft fleets get Rampage missile boost

With Rwanda plan, UK trying
to securitise migration: Expert
London, UK - The UK’s contro-
versial plan to deport asylum
seekers to Rwanda is an attempt
to politicise, securitise and exter-
nalise the issue of migration, ac-
cording to a British expert.

A bill authorising the govern-
ment scheme became law on
Thursday after it received royal
assent, despite raging criticism
and persistent concerns over its
human rights implications.

Amelia Hadfield, head of the
politics department at the Uni-
versity of Surrey, also believes
the government has tried to ‘cir-
cumvent a whole host of laws’.

“I think the most important
criticism is simply that the bill
requires the courts to ignore
key sections of the Human
Rights Act,” she told Anadolu in
an interview. She pointed out
that the Supreme Court initially
blocked the scheme, terming it
unlawful, after which the gov-
ernment found a way to ‘get
around the courts’ by introduc-
ing a bill deeming Rwanda a
‘safe country’.

“It also compels the courts to
disregard other British laws,
Britain’s own laws, and interna-
tional rules, including the very
important International Refugee
Convention, which would block
deportations to Rwanda,” she
added.

The UK first tried to ship off
asylum seekers to Rwanda in
June 2022, but the first deporta-
tion flight was blocked by the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights at

the very last minute.
The British government has

since signed a new treaty with
Rwanda to address concerns
raised by courts. Hadfield, how-
ever, said much of the persisting
criticism is because the new law
‘has produced a whole range of
legal challenges’.

She said the government ‘has
attempted to push back and ex-
ternalise migration instead of
dealing with it domestically’.

“Worse than that, actually, it’s
politicised it. It’s made it a politi-
cal football at a time when mi-
gration is an incredibly divisive
topic here in the UK,” she said.

“Even worse, I think it has se-
curitised it. I think it has rendered
migration as a whole an aspect of
the safety and the security of the
UK, and I think that is absolutely
a step too far.”

Hadfield reiterated that the
government is essentially forcing
‘courts to ignore key sections of
British law, the Human Rights
Act, (and) the International
Refugee Convention’.

More importantly, she added,
the new law also circumvents the
European Convention on Human
Rights, which specifically pro-
hibits the inhuman treatment of
migrants and asylum seekers.

She pointed out that the UK
government itself had criticised
Rwanda over ‘its poor human
rights track record, its extrajudi-
cial killings, deaths in custody,
enforced disappearances and
torture’. “So, why is a country
which was unsafe in 2021, magi-
cally safe? Why do we have to
see Britain uncoupling and de-
coupling itself from the range of
highly regarded … international

laws which are the very founda-
tion of the rules-based system,”
she said.

Tracing the origins of the
issue, Hadfield said Britain has
been looking for alternative solu-
tions to migration, particularly
from across the English Channel,
since Brexit, specifically as the
Common European Asylum Sys-
tem stopped applying to the UK
from January 2021.

There were a series of at-
tempts by various governments,
including partnerships with
France, but the crossings con-
tinue to increase, she said.

“These are patchwork solu-
tions. These are band-aid solu-
tions. They do not get to the
heart of the problem, which is
that there is no functioning post-
Brexit migration structure.”
Anadolu Agency

Bangladesh hit by longest
heatwave in 76 years

Expo attracts green fingers worldwide to Chengdu 
Chengdu, China - The Interna-
tional Horticultural Exhibition
2024 Chengdu opened in
Chengdu, capital of southwest
China’s Sichuan Province, on
Friday.

With a kaleidoscope of horti-
cultural technologies and garden
arts from home and abroad
showcased during the event, it
offers a comprehensive and on-
site ‘101 handbook’ for gardening
devotees worldwide.

According to Zhou Jun,
deputy head of the municipal
garden city construction man-
agement bureau, this year’s edi-
tion has built 39 international
gardens, covering the world’s
major styles of British, French,
Japanese, Italian, Middle Eastern,
and Southeast Asian garden de-
sign. The number of gardens on
display, foreign gardens, and
those undertaken by industrial
associations and companies
have all surpassed previous
records of the world horticultural
expo.

Zhou added that the expo’s
major underlying value will be
the exchanges and mutual learn-
ing as it presents new plant vari-
eties, gardening products and

technologies, and novel garden
design ideas. Chengdu has a rich
history that spans over two mil-
lennia. Its unique natural geogra-
phy provides the lush urban
environment with greenery all
year round and diverse blooming
flowers in each season, which
has long been hailed by poets
and writers since ancient times.

The expo’s gardens will be on
display from April 26 to October
28, highlighting the captivating
cultural essence of Sichuan, the

Oriental philosophy of residential
living, as well as diverse interna-
tional gardening aesthetics.

Apart from foreign exhibitors,
the event also invites multiple
Chinese cities to demonstrate
their own architectural and gar-
dening features.

The Beijing Garden follows
the layout of its ancient imperial
gardens, while the Shanghai Gar-
den showcases the city’s fra-
grant flora. Visitors can be
immersed in a verdant canvas of

trees and grass, experiencing the
century-old beauty of the Chi-
nese seashore stack bridges, the
northwest landscapes along the
Yellow River, and the delicate el-
egance of southern residential
houses all at once.

The burgeoning urban gar-
dening heat in China has inspired
growing communication and co-
operation between different Chi-
nese regions and attracted
worldwide gardeners.

Qiu Yamin, a promotion am-

bassador of the 2024 Chengdu
International Horticultural Expo,
has her own botanical garden of
more than 3,000 square meters,
with more than 2,000 kinds of
plants inside.

“I hope to further promote
home gardening via the expo by
visiting ordinary households and
doing live-streaming shows to
tell the stories of flower grow-
ers,” Qiu said. “At the same time,
I will also take this opportunity to
learn and exchange with interna-
tional counterparts and spread
our Chinese horticultural con-
cepts to the whole world.”

The 46-year-old Canadian
garden lover Chad Sinclair has
been studying Sichuan’s charac-
teristic ‘Penjing’, the ancient Chi-
nese art of shaping trees and
depicting landscapes in minia-
ture, in Chongzhou City for about
two decades.

He has learned about tradi-
tional Chinese paintings, tea cul-
ture and the like to enrich his
Penjing content. Currently, Sin-
clair has made over 500 pieces
of Penjing art, each pictured and
shared with global netizens via
social media platforms.
Xinhua

A boat sailing in a river at the venue of the International Horticultural Exhibition 2024 in Chengdu (Xinhua)

A MARTIAL ART FROM INDIA

A Nihang Sikh performs Gatka, a form of martial art during a

religious procession taken out to mark the birth anniversary of the

Guru Tegh Bahadur, in Amritsar, India, on Saturday (ANI)

The Rwanda bill became law after it received royal assent

Dhaka, Bangladesh  -
Bangladesh experienced its
longest heatwave in recorded
history this April with forecasts
showing no improvement for the
rest of the month, according to
meteorologists. 

Md. Bazlur Rashid, a meteo-
rologist at the Bangladesh Mete-
orological Department, told
Anadolu that heat waves swept
across the entire country for 27
days straight until Saturday.

“According to the data avail-
able since 1948, this month
(April) has already seen records
of heat wave days in a single
year,” he added.

This year, for the first time,
nearly 75 per cent of the country
has experienced continuous
heatwaves.

The closest example of such
extreme heat was recorded in

2014 when the country saw 25
days of heatwave, Rashid added.

The Met Office weather fore-
cast said on Saturday that a very
severe heatwave was sweeping
over mid-west, west, and central
Bangladesh, while the rest of the
country was seeing severe to
mild heatwaves.

“Climate change is among the
major causes of the extreme
weather,” said Rashid, adding
that the Bangladeshi capital

Dhaka has become a tough place
to live in during summer, due to
declining greenery and water
bodies. Meanwhile, a season-
high temperature of 42.7C
(108.9F) was recorded in
Chuadanga on Friday.

A recent study by the Met Of-
fice showed that both the mini-
mum and maximum
temperatures in the country are
increasing, with the maximum
temperature increasing rapidly.

The extreme weather condi-
tions have disrupted people’s
lives and livelihoods, especially
for low-income groups, in the
South Asian nation of 170mn.

In the second week of April,
the country was forced to shut
schools and educational institu-
tions for a week due to the
scorching heat wave.
Anadolu Agency

The extreme
weather conditions
have disrupted 
people’s lives and
livelihoods, 
especially for 
low-income groups



ACROSS
1) Weakens, as support
5) Naval Academy new-
comer
10) Yemen's Gulf of_
14) Group of shops
15) Sans_ (print font)
16) "I never_ man I didn't
like" (Will Rogers)
17) Introduced
20) Begged
21) U.N. body dealing with
worker's rights
22) What some people are
stuck in
23) Barnyard parent
24) Thin lung membrane
27) Urban pollution prob-
lem
29) Honey badger
32) Underwater vessel, for
short
33) Cleopatra's biter
36) Rose Bowl Parade site
38) Bad thing to give to a
child
41) Makeup component
42) Baden twice
43) It " suits" Santa
44) It brings out the child
in
you
46) Mascara site

50) On top of that
52) "Mono" cousin
55) Certain little piggie
56) Argentite is one
57) One who instills hostil-
ity
60) Be open to learning
new
things
63) No ifs,_ or buts
64) Broke off
65) Helm position
66) Zap with a weapon
67) Once bitten
68) Nearly unsolvable
DOWN
1) Barbecue leftovers
2) He said, "There's a
sucker born every
minute"
3) Drunk, in slang
4) Utter unclearly
5) "Don't give me that!"
6) Envelope contents
7) Lake near Niagara Falls
8) Tough thing to be in
9) Small salamander
10) Abundant
11) Frees of lice
12) Airport info, initially
13) Negative vote
18) "Aw" follower
19) Wick holder

24) Mexican coins
25) Ancient inscription
26) Atty.'s organization
28) Wilde's "The Ballad of
Reading_"
30) Informal British abbre-
viation of
assent
31)_ Heel (North Car-
olinian)
34) Adept
35) Kind of colony or code
37) "_ M For Murder"
38) Tournament passes
39) Giant conifers
40) Bird's beak
41) Stat for a pitcher
45) Spoiler or destroyer
47)_theHun
48) Oklahoma football
player
49) Did a sheepdog's job
51) Clean the chalkboard
53) Down and out
54) Shoo-_ ( certain win-
ners)
57) "Green Gables" girl
58) A rich supply
59) Baby's nurse, in China
60) Baseball club
61) "Messenger" com-
pound
62) Aquatic shocker

DAILY CROSSWORD

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Take things more slowly in one of your newer relationships. Any impa-

tience you show will only create stress between you two, so just let

things unfold at their own pace and don't try to push your views onto

them. You need to stay with this person and show them you are com-

mitted. While you wait for them, run some errands and keep yourself

busy with other things. Soon enough, they'll be ready to take things to

the next level. Your future is bright with them.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Positive possibilities are all around you right now, which means that it's

a good time to initiate any projects or relationships that you've been con-

sidering. If you find yourself in the right place at the right time, make your

move and start that conversation. Sign on the dotted line or volunteer

at that next meeting. It's important to kick things into high gear right

now. Your brain is hungry for a bigger challenge. You are ready.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. C  2. C  3. C

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
You will get tantalizingly close to perfection today, right before you hit

a humbling snag that leaves you a little disappointed yet satisfied. Per-

fection is impossible and you know it. That's why you'll still get a kick

out of today and still feel proud of yourself. It's a good day to complete

plans, it's a good day to make plans, and it's a good day to stick to your

plans! Your organizational skills have never let you down before, and

they never will. Rely on them.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Your career is slowly but surely evolving into a better thing, but the real

question is do you have the patience to wait for it? Or do you need to

move on now? Take a long look at your finances to find the answer. If

things look tight, you might need to find some patience somewhere

and stay on longer. Of course, you always have the option of asking for

more money. Compile the proof you need to show the boss that you

are worth more than you're getting.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
The romantic rejections you've suffered in your life have been painful,

but they have taught you valuable lessons. You're a much stronger

person because of what you've been through, and you have a better

idea of what you're looking for. Now more than ever you know what

you want, what you need, and most importantly, what you will not tol-

erate. Trust yourself and know that you will be able to recognize a

good opportunity when it comes along.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Your mind is entering a strong phase of clarity, and you'll find plenty of

rewards in devising your own way of organizing the chaos you're un-

covering. Therefore, it's a great day to tackle your most methodical

tasks, such as planning an event, organizing group travel, or putting to-

gether complicated reports. This is a creative task for you, one that will

offer you lots of flexibility and inspire you to invent new ways of doing

some old things.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
If someone is direct and brutally honest with you today, don't be in-

sulted. Be flattered. They want to be honest with you, and they respect

you enough to take that risk. This person will be doing you a favor by

not turning things into a big drama. Just take what they say at face

value, move forward with the information you've been given, and do

not turn a mature conversation into a battle of cheap shots and defen-

sive posturing.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Authority will be difficult for you to deal with today. People in power

are saying things you don't like. Coming around to their perspective

will be tough, but all you can do is stop talking and listen more atten-

tively. What you are being told to do might not be your idea of a great

time, but it is necessary if you want to maintain goodwill and stay on

the good side of people. Unless you have a moral objection, just carry

out orders today.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
There won't be much movement in any direction today, backward, for-

ward, sideways, or any other way. The energy of the day may be mel-

low, but it is nevertheless powerful. So just because you're not running

around with a million things to do does not mean that you won't be ac-

tive and productive in some way. There is lots of positive energy just

under the surface, and once you tap into it, you'll be able to see the

bright side of the darkest events. 

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
It's all about comfort today. Coziness is easy to achieve and more re-

warding than you could ever imagine. You're feeling more grounded in

the world around you right now and at ease with what is going on. All

your tasks are moving ahead nicely, all your people are doing well, and

you're getting lots achieved without exerting too much energy. This is

the perfect day to fit in a nap. Your deadlines are all far off in the dis-

tance and you're feeling fine.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Positive possibilities are all around you right now, making today a very

good time to initiate a major project or start a relationship. It's a great

day for a first date. You're feeling confident about what you can offer

to any situation and at ease with any kind of person. Formal relation-

ships and contractual obligations should go the distance if you begin

them today, so make sure you have the time available in your schedule

to pursue them fully.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Align yourself with an intellectual person today. Even if their wisdom or

education intimidates you, their insight will inspire you to new levels of

greatness. They can help you prevail in any challenges you might face

and give you confidence in an area that has always mystified you. Of

course, it could be a pretty tough to find someone who is smarter than

you, but if you keep an open mind about what it means to be intelligent,

you'll find them soon.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by linking
adjacent letters - to the left, right, on
top, bottom, or diagonal to each
other. The Boggles Classic game
uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are
valued at one point for each letter in
excess of two letters. A three letter
word is worth one point, a four
letter word is  worth two points, and
so on. Valid words must be at least
three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE
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C

NOTE PAD

01. Tsvetana Pironkova is in-

volved in which sport?

A. Cycling

B. Soccer

C. Tennis

D. Gymnastics

02. Through its CEO, Pete Doc-

ter, Pixar has won the Oscar for

Best Animated Feature for sev-

eral films which he directed.

Which was NOT one?

A. Inside Out (2015)

B. Up (2009)

C. Monsters Inc (2001)

D. Soul (2020)

03. Which of these is a percus-

sion instrument?

A. Sanshin

B. Biwa

C. Tsuzumi

D. Shakuhachi

N

MO

O
M

2 9 3

5 1 8 2

9 2 2

5 2 6

2 3 7

1 9 7

6 1 9

5 7 8 6

2 4 5

782196435

516473829

394285761

973512648

265834917

841967352

638751294

457329186

129648573

E E D I

G A D A

B N M N

O Y O D



London, England - Arsenal coach
Mikel Arteta has been seeking
counsel from former manager
Arsene Wenger as the club aims
to end their 20-year wait for the
Premier League title this season,
Arteta said ahead of Sunday’s
trip to Tottenham Hotspur.

A win over their north London
rivals could galvanise Arsenal’s
hopes of lifting the title. The Gun-
ners lead in the standings by one
point over Manchester City, who
face Nottingham Forest later on
Sunday with a game in hand.

Wenger during his 22-year
tenure led Arsenal to three
league titles, in 1997-98, 2001-

02, and the remarkable “Invinci-
bles” season in 2003-04.

Arsenal remained unbeaten
throughout the entire 2003-04
league campaign and clinched
the title with a 2-2 draw in the
north London derby at Spurs’
White Hart Lane stadium

“I have spoken to him a few
times,” Arteta told reporters.

“There were certain topics
(we discussed) about how they
won it and the later stages.

“(Wenger) used to talk about
that when I was a player. For this
time of the season, at the end, it
is about finding a way to win the
game. You can do it in various

ways when you look at how they
won the titles.

“And how they won certain
games with very, very, close
margins. He always talked about
that, about the fine margins and
who is going to step up on the
occasion to make it happen.”

Arteta said he was not con-
cerned by his players’ hectic
schedule in the build-up to Sun-
day’s vital north London derby.

“I love the fact that we played
four games. We had some great
experiences,” said Arteta whose
side will have three more games
left after the clash against Tot-
tenham.

San Sebastian, Spain - Arda
Gueler scored to earn a second-
string Real Madrid side a 1-0 win
at Real Sociedad on Friday, mov-
ing the LaLiga leaders a step
closer to a record-extending 36th
Spanish title.

With five games remaining,
Real climbed to 84 points and ex-
tended their lead to 14 points
over second-placed Barcelona,
who have a game in hand and
host Valencia on Monday.

Real manager Carlo Ancelotti
made nine changes to the team
who beat Barca 3-2 on Sunday,
resting key players like Jude
Bellingham and Toni Kroos ahead
of their Champions League semi-
final against Bayern Munich and
his side did just enough to secure
the three points.

“It was clear that everyone
thought we were coming here for
a walk,” Ancelotti told reporters.
“The only ones who didn’t think
so were the players. They had
commitment and attitude. They
had the desire and enthusiasm to
keep winning.”

Six-placed Real Sociedad,
fighting for a Europa League spot,
dominated possession under
pouring rain in northern Spain
and had a few good chances
saved by Real keeper Kepa Arriz-
abalaga.

The visitors made the most of
the only chance they had in the

first half, when 19-year-old Turk-
ish midfielder Gueler, making his
first start for Real after signing
from Fenerbahce, turned home
Dani Carvajal’s cross in the 29th
minute.

Three minutes later Takefusa
Kubo thought he had scored the
equaliser with a tidy finish from
close range, but the referee ruled
the goal out after spotting a foul
in the build-up following a VAR
check. The hosts pushed for an
equaliser after the break but had
another goal ruled out, a strike
from Mikel Merino who was off-
side, and a shot from the edge of
the box by Benat Turrientes was
saved by the inspired Arrizabal-
aga. Real Madrid almost ended
up extending their lead later on,
with Alex Remiro making a bril-
liant reflex save to deny Eduardo
Camavinga’s strike from close
range.

“We have a spectacular
squad. They have this attitude
that they feel like they have to win
every game. There are four points
left to clinch the LaLiga title and
we are very close,” said Ancelotti,
who ruled out Arda leaving the
club on loan next season.

“Arda will be a very important
player for us in the future,” An-
celotti said, when asked about
the Turkey international. “There’s
no doubt that he stays here next
year.”
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Arsene Wenger led Arsenal to three league titles, in 1997-98, 2001-02

during his 22-year tenure

Arda Gueler scores the winner as Real beat Sociedad to move closer to title 

London, England - Liverpool's
slim Premier League title
hopes faded further on Satur-
day when Michail Antonio's
late header earned West Ham
United a deserved point with a
2-2 draw.

Liverpool, reeling from a 2-
0 loss at Everton in the
Merseyside derby on
Wednesday, were marginally
the better side in a flat first half.
The visitors had a penalty de-
nied for an offside in the build-
up before Luis Diaz hit the
post.

They again conceded first,
however, when Jarrod Bowen
nodded home shortly before
halftime, his 20th goal of the
season in his 200th game for
the Hammers.

The Reds levelled three
minutes after the restart
through Andy Robertson when
his shot wriggled past
Alphonse Areola at the goal-
keeper's near post. Liverpool
then took the lead in the 65th
minute through the ugliest of
own goals, with Cody Gakpo's
sliced effort bouncing off An-
gelo Ogbonna before Tomas
Soucek's attempted clearance
hit the unfortunate Areola and
crossed the line. Antonio
dragged the hosts back on
terms when he met Bowen's

cross with a powerful header
in the 77th minute before a
frantic finish saw Harvey Elliott
hit the bar as Liverpool tried in
vain to find a dramatic winner.

Liverpool remain third on 75
points, one behind second-
placed Manchester City, who
have played two games fewer,
and two behind first-placed

Arsenal, who have a game in
hand and a much-superior
goal difference.

They can now only hope
that City and Arsenal slip up
and Gakpo told TNT Sports his
side are in "a very, very difficult
position". "It is going to be dif-
ficult, not impossible, but very,
very difficult," he added.

West Ham keep their faint
chances of European qualifica-
tion alive with a draw that
means they stay eighth on 49
points, one behind Newcastle
United.

West Ham United’s Michail Antonio celebrates with Mohammed

Kudus after scoring against Liverpool on Saturday 

Liverpool’s title
hopes suffer
Hammers blow 

Cairo, Egypt - Defending cham-
pions Al Ahly of Egypt will take
on perennial rivals Esperance of
Tunisia in this year’s African
Champions League final after
winning their semifinals on Fri-
day.

Al Ahly, who have won five of
the last seven editions and a
record 11 in total, overcame TP
Mazembe of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo in Cairo and Es-
perance pulled off a surprise 1-0
win over South African champi-
ons Mamelodi Sundowns in Pre-
toria. Al Ahly won 3-0 after a
goalless draw in the first leg in
Lubumbashi for a comfortable
aggregate triumph while Esper-
ance’s Raed Bouchniba ham-
mered home a clinical shot in the
57th minute to earn the
Tunisians a 1-0 away win and 2-
0 aggregate victory.

The match was delayed by 70
minutes after a lightning strike in
South Africa’s capital knocked
out some of the floodlights amid
a heavy thunderstorm.

Sundowns won the new

African Football League this sea-
son and were one of the
favourites for the Champions
League but fell short of the final
for an eighth season in a row.

Esperance’s 20-year-old goal-

keeper Amanallah Memmich
produced fine saves as the South
African forwards fluffed their
lines and the win also ensured a
place for Esperance in next year’s
Club World Cup in the U.S.

YOUNG TURK
TO THE FORE

Real Madrid’s Arda Gueler celebrates after scoring against Real Sociedad on Friday

Esperance to take on Al Ahly in
African Champions League final

Arteta leans on Wenger for title run-in guidance 

Leverkusen, Germany - Ar-
gentina midfielder Exequiel Pala-
cios wants Lionel Messi to be an
eternal part of the national team
and cannot bear the thought of
playing for his country without
the inspirational forward.

Palacios, 25, who won the
Copa America with his country in
2021 and the World Cup in 2022,
admitted he found it hard to pic-
ture an Argentina side without
the 36-year-old Messi, a record
eight-times Ballon D’Or winner.

“For now, let’s not talk about
Messi not continuing. You can
never imagine the national team
without Messi. We all want him
to be eternal and always play
with us,” he told Reuters.

Palacios also praised mid-
fielder Angel Di Maria, who has
said this year’s Copa will be his
last international tournament.

“We don’t want Di Maria to
retire,” he said. “He is a unique,
different and historic player for
the country. If he retires, we have
to make the most of every train-
ing session, every camp and

every game because we’re privi-
leged to have his quality.”

The 25-year-old Palacios
helped Bayer Leverkusen win the
Bundesliga title this season, end-
ing Bayern Munich’s 11-year

stranglehold on the German top
flight.

“My head is in Leverkusen,
doing well for the club and earn-
ing a place in the national team.
I’m looking forward to the Copa

America, but I have to earn my
place,” he said.

Palacios also has a chance of a
place in Argentina’s Under-23
squad for this year’s Olympic
Games in Paris.

“I haven’t had the chance to
talk to (coach) Javier (Mascher-
ano). Obviously, I want to repre-
sent my country and be at the
Olympics. I’m desperate to be in
the national team in any compe-
tition,” he said.

Palacios spoke of his joy at
helping Leverkusen win their first
Bundesliga title. “I am very happy
to go down in history and be the
only Argentine to win something
like this with this club,” he said.

“It’s something that will mark
me for the rest of my life when
I’m no longer at the club and see
what we’ve achieved,” said the
Argentine, who signed for the
German club in 2020 and has
scored 13 goals and contributed
10 assists in 116 appearances.

He acknowledged that much
of the success was down to Xavi
Alonso’s work as coach.

Can’t imagine national team without
Messi, says World Cup winner Palacios

A very, very diffi-
cult position. It is
going to be diffi-
cult, not impossi-
ble, but very, 
very difficult 
CODY GAKPO 

Al Ahly’s Wessam Abou Ali celebrates after scoring against TP Mazembe Exequiel Palacios with Lionel Messi
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Madrid, Spain - Rafael Nadal said
he would love to keep playing
long enough for his son to re-
member him on court, though
the 22-time Grand Slam cham-
pion concedes time is not on his
side.

The 37-year-old Spaniard,
who has said he expects to retire
after the 2024 season, returned
to competition in Brisbane in Jan-
uary after almost a year sidelined
with a hip flexor injury.

He was then out for another
stretch due to a thigh issue and
while he returned in Barcelona
last week he says he is far from
being in top form and does not
know if he will play in next
month’s French Open.

Nadal beat wild card Darwin
Blanch 6-1 6-0 in the first round
of the Madrid Open on Thurs-
day, with his wife and one-year-
old son Rafael Jr watching on.

“Well, I would love to play a
little bit longer and give him a
memory of myself playing ten-
nis,” Nadal said of playing in front
of his son.

“That’s what will be the ideal
thing for me and for my wife and
family.

“Probably I will not be able to
make that happen. But at least
I’m happy to have a great team
and family and friends around
me during all my life that helped
me in every single way of being
happy.”

‘Carlos doesn’t have to ask’
Nadal said it would be exciting

to partner fellow Spaniard Carlos
Alcaraz at the Paris Olympics
this year and the 22-times sin-
gles Grand Slam champion
hoped they can enter some dou-
bles tournaments in the build-up
to the Games.

Singles world number three
Alcaraz said previously he would
like to play at the Olympics
alongside his 37-year-old idol,
who expects to bring the curtains
down on his glittering but injury-
plagued career this year.

At the Madrid Open where
the duo are competing this week,
the 20-year-old admitted to
being somewhat nervous about
initiating the discussion but
Nadal put him at ease.

“Carlos doesn’t have to ask
me anything, all things being
well, we’ll play,” Nadal said dur-

ing the IGUALES podcast. “It’s
also hugely exciting for me. If I’m
not mistaken, I’ve heard it is for
him too.

“So it would be great to play
the odd tournament before the
Olympics to prepare ourselves
and to get some rapport on
court.”

While twice Grand Slam
champion Alcaraz is set to make
his Olympic debut in the July 26-
Aug. 11 Games, Nadal will be
eyeing his third gold medal after
triumphing in singles in the 2008
Beijing Games and doubles eight
years later in Rio.

But Nadal has had a torrid
time with injury in recent years,
missing nearly all of 2023 with a
hip issue that needed surgery.

He returned to competition in
Brisbane in January but was out
for another stretch due to a thigh
issue, only coming back in
Barcelona last week before cast-
ing doubts over his French Open
participation next month.

The tennis competition at the
Paris Games will take place on
clay at Roland Garros, where
Nadal has won 14 major titles.

“I think if we’re both fit
enough, why not? We could
have the chance to form a great
team and aspire to great things,”
Nadal said of the partnership.

“It would be good for both of
us. It would also be good for the
Spanish team, so we’ll see how
things progress.”

Shanghai, China - American
sprinter Christian Coleman be-
lieves that Usain Bolt’s 100-me-
tres record of 9.58 seconds that
has stood for 15 years is within
reach and said there are several
athletes fast enough to break it.

“It seems like the times being
run, 9.58 is obviously an extraor-
dinary time but honestly I feel like
it’s a lot of guys who are compet-
ing today who are not that far off,
if the track gods see fit for it to
happen,” Coleman told reporters
on Friday ahead of Saturday’s
Shanghai Diamond League meet.

“But it has to be perfect condi-
tions, on the right day, the right
competition and the right venue
... if you’re focusing on running
properly, like executing a good
race, I feel like those type of mag-
ical moments happen.

“I feel like it’s in my wheel-
house, but I don’t try to put too
much emphasis or thought on it.
I try to just focus on the next
practice, the next rep, the next
meet and just trying to improve
and get better and better and the
times will come.”

Jamaica’s Bolt set his 100m

record in Berlin in 2009. Ameri-
can Tyson Gay is the second
quickest after Bolt with a time of
9.69 set in Shanghai the same
year. Christian Miller, a 17-year-

old from the U.S., ran 9.93 - the
fastest time in the world this year
- at a high school meet in Florida
last weekend. Coleman, a five-
time world champion who has a
100m personal best of 9.76 set in
2019, takes on U.S. rival Fred Ker-
ley, silver medallist in the 100m
at the Tokyo Olympics, for the
first time this outdoor season.

“I’m the fittest I’ve ever been,”
said Kerley, who clocked his
quickest 100m of 9.76 in 2022.
“I’m learning how to run the 100
still, me and my coaches are
working on the phases of the
races instead of just running the
race like I always have.”

London, England - As a tennis-
mad teenager growing up near
Tunis it was always Moez Echar-
gui’s dream to play at Roland
Garros but having entered the
professional ranks relatively late
it looked as though it might never
be realised.

In July, however, the 31-year-
old will step on to the hallowed
red clay courts after sealing a
place at the Paris Olympics fol-
lowing his title run at the African
Games.

His victory over Zimbabwe’s
Benjamin Lock in the final in
Ghana all but guaranteed Echar-
gui a place in the draw for the
Olympic tennis event courtesy of
the International Tennis Federa-
tion handing spots to continental
champions.

The former University of
Nevada student must still make
sure his world ranking remains
inside the top 400 by the cut-off
but with his current position just
outside the top 300 that looks
virtually assured.

Echargui, who will be the only
male player from Africa to com-
pete in the Olympic tennis event,
admits it took a while for the
enormity of his achievement to
sink in.

Speaking by phone to Reuters
during an ATP Challenger Tour
event in South Korea, Echargui
recalled the double joy of be-
coming African champion and
qualifying for Paris.

“People were coming to con-
gratulate me and I had a multi-
tude of feelings like of joy and

excitement and time stood still
for that moment,” Echargui, who
trains at the MXP Academy in
Milan, said. “I was in the sky, not
really realising what was going
on.

“But I remember after when I

got back and called my parents
and everyone was in tears at that
moment. It’s such a big accom-
plishment.”

Echargui has never set foot on

Roland Garros so the fact the
Olympic tournament is being
staged at a venue he used to
watch on television will make his
Olympic appearance even more
special.

“The last two Olympics were
very far away, in Japan and
Brazil,” he said.

“France is just a couple hours
away from Tunisia and there is a
big community of Tunisians over
there.”

Echargui was close to being a
top-100 junior player but injuries
meant he opted for a U.S. college
education, earning a degree in
mechanical engineering before
deciding to give the Tour a go in
2017. A wrist injury slowed his
progress but he believes a top-
100 ranking and a Grand Slam

debut are realistic targets.
“I believe in myself and that’s

what kept me going,” said Echar-
gui, who was awarded a Grand
Slam Player Development Grant
by the ITF in 2019.

“I had many difficulties
throughout my career and I’m
still standing and ready to go a
step forward.”

Echargui said Ons Jabeur -
Tunisia’s most high-profile ath-
lete after reaching three Grand
Slam finals - was one of the first
to congratulate him on his
African title.

“We know each other since
we are young,” he said. “What
she’s been doing these last years,
it’s unbelievable, especially for a
country like Tunisia. We don’t
have a history of tennis.”

London, England - The all-elec-
tric Formula E championship pre-
sented a new Gen3 Evo car for
2025 on Thursday with a boast
that the new car would out ac-
celerate Formula One from 0-60
mph.

Formula E said ahead of the
weekend’s Monaco ePrix that
the net zero car would be capa-
ble of hitting 60 in 1.82 seconds
(0-100kph in 1.86 seconds), 30
per cent faster than a current F1

car, and reach a top speed of
200mph when introduced in
season 11.

It will also be the most effi-
cient formula car, with an electric
motor providing more than 90
per cent efficiency compared to
the 40 per cent typical of internal
combustion engines.

“The GEN3 Evo heralds a
ground-breaking chapter in the
evolution of Formula E, embody-
ing our dedication to innovation

and high performance achieved
sustainably,” series CEO Jeff
Dodds said in a statement.

Mohammed Ben Sulayem,
president of the governing FIA,
said the car represented another
significant leap forward in elec-
tric racing technology.

The car will also be Formula
E’s first with four-wheel drive, ac-
tive for qualifying and race starts,
and boasts stronger and more
robust bodywork.

Tunisia’s Echargui all all set to realise Olympic dream

New Formula E car faster than
Formula One from 0-60mph 

Rafael Nadal

Guys are not that far off: Coleman
feels Bolt’s record could fall soon

Formula E cars before a race 

Moez Echargui

A FATHER’S DREAM 

Marc Marquez celebrates after

securing pole for Spanish GP

Nadal wants to play long
enough for his son to
remember him on court

Marquez
takes pole at
Spanish GP
Jerez, Spain - Six-time MotoGP
champion Marc Marquez
claimed pole position for his
home Spanish Grand Prix after
edging Marco Bezzecchi of
VR46 Racing and championship
leader Jorge Martin in a wet
qualifying session on Saturday.

This is the 31-year-old’s first
pole with the satellite Ducati
team Gresini Racing, having
switched from Honda ahead of
this season. It also takes his over-
all career pole haul to 93, with
the previous pole coming at the
Portuguese GP in March last
year.

“Super happy especially be-
cause its the first pole position
with Gresini,” said Marquez.

I try to just focus on
the next practice,
the next rep, the
next meet and just
trying to improve
and get better and
better 
CHRISTIAN COLEMAN

Christian Coleman

I believe in myself and that’s
what kept me going. I had many
difficulties throughout my ca-
reer and I’m still standing and
ready to go a step forward. 
MOEZ ECHARGUI 



New Delhi, India - In another run
fest in IPL 2024, Jake Fraser-
McGurk’s 84 off 27 balls proved
to be the difference as Delhi Cap-
itals (DC) beat Mumbai Indians
(MI) by ten runs in Delhi.

Apart from Fraser-McGurk,
Shai Hope and Tristan Stubbs
also played crucial knocks for DC
as they posted 257 for 4 after
being sent in. In reply, MI lost
three wickets in the powerplay -
the big ones of Rohit Sharma,
Ishan Kishan and Suryakumar
Yadav - but Tilak Varma and
Hardik Pandya kept their hopes
alive.

Rasikh Salam, however, turned
the game by dismissing Hardik
and Nehal Wadhera in the same
over. While Tilak and Tim David
fought till the end, MI eventually
fell short.

The win took DC to fifth place
on the points table with ten
points from as many games. MI
stay rooted to ninth with six
points from nine matches.

Blazing start
As he has done often in his
fledgling career so far, Fraser-
McGurk did not waste time get-
ting his eye in and his bat
swinging. With a slightly open
stance to left-arm seamer Luke
Wood, he smashed the first three
balls of the innings for 4, 4 and 6.

After taking 19 from the first
over, he greeted Jasprit Bumrah
in the same manner. Bumrah
started his over with a slower ball
only to be launched over long-on
for a six. To make things worse,
Bumrah had overstepped, and
Fraser-McGurk drilled the free-
hit past long-on for four. Fraser-
McGurk ended the over with
another boundary, making it

Bumrah’s most expensive over
(18 runs) of the season.

DC reached 50 in just 2.4
overs, the joint-fastest for a team
in the IPL. In the next over, Fraser-
McGurk got to his own fifty.
Coming off just 15 balls, it was the
joint-fourth fastest in the tourna-
ment’s history.

Hardik brought himself on for
the fifth over but there was no

stopping Fraser-McGurk, who
hammered the MI captain for two
fours and two sixes to take DC to
89 for no loss after five overs.

For a moment, it looked like
Fraser-McGurk might break the
record for the fastest T20 hun-
dred - he already has the fastest
List A hundred to his name - but
he holed out to deep midwicket
against Piyush Chawla for a 27-

ball 84.
Walking in at 114 for 1 in 7.3

overs, Hope ensured there was
no dip in the momentum. Over
the last one year or so, he has
worked on his six-hitting skills
and has demonstrated the same
in ODIs but was unable to do so
in T20s. On Saturday, though, he
smashed five sixes in a 17-ball 41
to keep DC going in the middle
overs.

After Hope fell, Stubbs took
over and raced to 48 not out off
25 balls. In the 18th over, he used
scoops, reverse scoops and pulls
to hit five fours and a six off
Wood. Despite Bumrah dismiss-
ing Rishabh Pant in the 19th and
conceding only six, DC had no
trouble in crossing 250.

MI had a brisk start to their
chase with Ishan Kishan hitting
three successive fours off Khaleel
Ahmed in the second over. But
Khaleel made a good comeback
and had Rohit Sharma caught at
mid-off in his next over. From the
other end, Mukesh Kumar had
Kishan miscuing one to make it
45 for 2.

Suryakumar Yadav started
with a flurry of boundaries, in-
cluding two scooped sixes. But in
the last over of the powerplay, he
failed to pick a slower ball from
Khaleel and fell for 26 off 13 balls.

MI had slowed down a bit
after the powerplay but Hardik
put them back on track. He hit
Axar Patel for a six on the last ball
of the eighth over and then
smacked three fours and a six off
Kuldeep Yadav in the ninth. Tilak,
who was batting on a run-a-ball
eight till then, also got into the act
with a six and a four in Axar’s
next over.

Fraser-McGurk
and Rasikh
Salam shine to
lift Capitals to
fifth place
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Kolkata, India -  Punjab Kings
achieved the highest success-
ful run chase in IPL history on
Friday, chasing down the tar-
get of 262 set by Kolkata
Knight Riders, as they clinched
an eight-wicket win to break
the previous record of 226-6
set by Rajasthan Royals in
2020.

Opener Jonny Bairstow’s
unbeaten 108 off 48 balls,
with eight fours and nine sixes,
saw Punjab secure the win
with eight balls to spare at the
Eden Gardens after impact
player Prabhsimran Singh (54
off 20 balls) got them off to a
quick start.

Punjab’s 262-2, the fran-
chise’s biggest innings, is the
joint highest score in IPL his-
tory for a team batting second,
equalling Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s 262-7 in response
to Sunriser Hyderabads’ 287-
3 in the league’s highest scor-
ing game earlier this month.

Punjab rose to eighth place
in the table after their first win
in five matches, with six points
from nine games.

Bairstow reminder 
Bairstow sent England selec-
tors a timely reminder of his
big-hitting abilities before they
pick a squad for the Twenty20
World Cup in June by scoring
an explosive unbeaten cen-
tury. 

Having returned to the
Punjab Kings side after miss-
ing their last two matches due
to patchy form, Bairstow
struck an unbeaten 108 off 48

balls. “We knew we had to go
ballistic after how they bat-
ted,” said Bairstow, who
smashed eight fours and nine
sixes to be named man of the
match.

“We had to take risks and
thankfully they came off. I’ve
never been faced with a target
like that before. So we knew
the powerplay would be im-
portant and if anything is close
to being in your area you’ve
got to make the most of it.”

Bairstow and Shashank -
who hit an unbeaten 68 off 28
balls - stitched together an un-
broken 84-run third-wicket
partnership as Punjab posted
the joint-highest score in the
IPL for a team batting second.

The 34-year-old heaped
praise on his Indian team mate
who produced some late fire-
works himself.

“Shashank’s done it all sea-
son, a lovely guy and special
player,” Bairstow said. 

Bairstow’s blazing ton
helps Punjab beat
Kolkata in run fest 

Jake Fraser-McGurk scored 84 off 27 balls to give Delhi Capitals a stunning start 
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Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,
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express Way.
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Jonny Bairstow



FEATURE ART

F
ew movements in art history have had
as lasting a legacy as Surrealism, which
utterly transformed our manner of
thinking and seeing. In its time, it gar-
nered a remarkable degree of public

recognition, and its influence on artists contin-
ues to be felt today.

This year marks the centennial of the birth of
Surrealism with the publication of the Surrealist
Manifesto in October 1924. Actually, make that
manifestos, plural, as two tracts appearing
within weeks of each other vied for the title. 

The first was written by Yvan Goll (1891–
1950), a French-German poet with close ties to
the German Expressionists; the other, more fa-
mous treatise was penned by André Breton
(1896–1966), a French poet and critic whose tal-
ent for tireless self-promotion contributed to his
ascension as Surrealism’s de facto leader and
ideological enforcer.

Neither Goll nor Breton mentioned art in their
respective statements. Moreover, neither actu-
ally coined the term Surrealism. That distinction
belongs to Guillaume Apollinaire (1880–1918),
a poet and prime proponent of the Parisian
avant-garde, who used it in a 1917 letter to the
Belgian critic Paul Dermée to describe the ex-
perimental ballet Parade (1917).

What was Surrealism?
Breton defined Surrealism as a way to resolve
the previously contradictory conditions of
dream and reality into an absolute reality, a
super-reality. He recast it as an artistic enter-
prise with his 1928 publication Surrealism and
Painting. By then, artists such as Jean Arp, Sal-
vador Dalí, Max Ernst, Paul Klee, René Magritte,
Joan Miró, and Yves Tanguy had been drawn
into his orbit.

Stylistically, Surrealism ranged from the
quasi-abstraction of Miró to Magritte’s deadpan
realism. Originally centred in Paris, it became
global in scope, spilling over to the Americas
and Asia. Reacting to the carnage of World War
I, the movement attacked rationalism and social
decorum, upending longstanding artistic pre-
cepts and subverting conventional sexual mores
with misogynistic élan. Even so, Surrealism at-
tracted a significant cohort of female artists,
among them Meret Oppenheim, Dorothea Tan-
ning, Claude Cahun, and Leonora Carrington.

The Surrealists reveled in a discontinuity best
summarised by a line from the 1868 novel Les
Chants de Maldoror, which described a ‘chance
juxtaposition of a sewing machine and an um-
brella on a dissecting table.’ This idea became

Surrealism’s credo, codified by the collaborative
genre known as the cadavre exquis (exquisite
corpse). 

Resembling a game of telephone, but played
with drawings, cadavre exquis involved passing
a piece of paper around a group of artists. Each
would render part of a figure, then hide it by
folding the sheet over. Other participants would
follow suit, and the result when revealed was
predictably disjointed.

Surrealism, Freud, and Automatism
Surrealism was deeply indebted to Sigmund
Freud. His belief that the mind could be un-
locked through psychoanalytical methods such
as the interpretation of dreams made a huge im-

pact on Breton, who’d attended medical school
and developed an interest in mental illness be-
fore he became a writer. 

Serving in the French army’s medical corps
on the Western Front in World War I, Breton
was stationed at a ward in Nantes that treated
soldiers for shell shock (what we would today
call PTSD), where he applied Freud’s theories
while caring for patients.

Breton believed the subconscious could un-
shackle art from its conventions through au-
tomatism, a process that surrendered
deliberation to an unimpeded flow of imagina-
tion. He described it as ‘a pure state by which
one proposes to express . . . the actual function-
ing of thought . . . in the absence of any control
exercised by reason’. Here again he was in-
debted to Freud, who pioneered free associa-
tion, which encouraged patients to relay
feelings, memories, and reveries in an unregu-
lated rush of words.

André Masson (1896–1987) developed the
artistic application of this method with a series
of drawings begun in 1924, characterised by ag-
glomerations of lines produced in a fugue state.
Automatism would eventually become founda-
tional to Abstract Expressionism in the post–
World War II era.

Proto-Surrealism
While we think of Surrealism as a 20th-century
phenomenon, its roots in art reach much farther
back. For much of European art history, depic-
tions of heaven and hell were a constant theme,
and in this respect, portrayals of otherworldly
planes intersecting our own were an accepted
fact of pictorial organisation.

Surrealism could be considered a backlash to
large historical forces—the Enlightenment, the
Industrial Revolution - that developed in Europe
between the 17th and 19th centuries. The former
held that religion and faith must relinquish
themselves to the power of reason, effectively
severing a connection between the physical and
metaphysical that Surrealism would later try to
repair.

Surrealism rejected Enlightenment beliefs,
but it wasn’t the first movement to do so. In the
early 19th century, Romanticism swept across
the Continent, its proponents arguing that rely-
ing on reason alone shortchanged individual
agency by ignoring sensation, both good and
bad. Among the artists within its ranks were
three—William Blake, Henry Fuseli, and Fran-
cisco Goya—whose work could be considered
proto-Surrealistic.
(Courtesy: artnews.com)
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Paul Gaugin, Self-Portrait 1889 

(below) Andre Masson, Automatic Drawing, 1925

(Above) John Henry Fuseli, The Nightmare, 1781. (below left) Circle of Giuseppe Arcimboldo (b. ca.

1527–1593), Anthropomorphic Still Life with Pots, Pans, Cutlery

The Anxiety of Waiting, 1914.
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Think of brand value as a super-
hero’s reputation. Just like people
trust and admire superheroes,

consumers trust and prefer brands with
a strong reputation. This trust trans-
lates into higher sales, customer loy-
alty, and the ability to charge premium
prices. Brand value is a brand’s super-
power!

Suppose you want to purchase a
mobile phone and have two companies
available, Company A and Company B.
Both offer similar features, specifica-
tions, and prices for their phones. How-
ever, company B is relatively new in the
market and lacks the same brand
recognition and reputation as Com-
pany A. Consumers are unsure about
the quality and reliability of Company
B’s phones and may hesitate to pur-
chase them.

On the other side, when consumers

see the logo of Company A, they imme-
diately associate it with quality, reliabil-
ity, and innovation. Company A has a
higher brand value than Company B.

As a result, they are more likely to
choose Company A’s phones over
Company B’s, even if the differences in
the actual product are minimal.

In this example, the BV becomes
crucial in consumers’ decision-making
process. The perceived value and trust
associated with Company A’s brand
give it a competitive advantage over
Company B, allowing it to command
higher prices, attract more customers,
and ultimately achieve greater success
in the market.

Why is brand value important?
BV is paramount for businesses due to
its wide-ranging impact on the com-
pany’s performance and success. Con-

sider the following:

Differentiation
It helps differentiate a company from
its competitors in a competitive mar-
ket. It creates a unique identity and sets
the brand apart in the minds of con-
sumers, making it easier for them to
recognise, remember, and choose the
brand over others.

Customer loyalty
Building a strong brand value 
fosters customer loyalty. When cus-
tomers have a positive experience
with a brand and develop trust in its
products or services, they are more
likely to remain loyal over time. This
loyalty translates into repeat 
purchases, increased customer 
retention, and reduced reliance on
costly customer acquisition 
strategies.

Trust and credibility
It establishes trust and credibility
among consumers. Brands with high
value are associated with reliability,
quality, and consistency. Consumers
feel more confident in choosing these
brands, knowing they will likely de-
liver the promised benefits and meet
their expectations.

Premium pricing
A strong brand value allows compa-
nies to command premium prices for
their products or services. Consumers
are often willing to pay a higher price
for brands they perceive as more
valuable, trustworthy, and desirable.
This premium pricing strategy 
leads to increased profit margins 
and improved financial 
performance.

Financial performance
Brand value directly impacts a com-
pany’s financial performance. Brands
with high value tend to attract more
investors and stakeholders, resulting
in increased funding, higher market
capitalisation, and better resource ac-
cess. A strong brand value con-
tributes to the company’s overall
financial health and stability.

Resilience
High-value brands are more resilient
during challenging times like eco-
nomic downturns or market fluctua-
tions. They tend to weather storms
better than their competitors, as their
strong brand equity and customer
loyalty provide a buffer against nega-
tive impacts. This resilience helps the
brand maintain market share and
bounce back more quickly when con-
ditions improve.

Market expansion
Brands with established value have an
advantage when expanding into new
markets or introducing new products.
The positive reputation and recogni-
tion associated with the brand make
it easier to penetrate new customer
segments and gain market accep-
tance for new offerings.
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