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TUESDAY

HIS MAJESTY SENDS GREETINGS 
TO REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable 
of congratulations to Dr. Nikos 
Christodoulides President-elect of the 
Republic of Cyprus. In his cable, His Majesty 
the Sultan expressed his sincere greetings and 
wishes of success to the president in leading 
his country’s people to further progress and 
prosperity and for the relations between the 
two countries development and progress. ONA  

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Coming out alive after 
lying under the earthquake rub-
ble for over 176 hours is nothing 
short of a miracle, but the Na-
tional Search and Rescue Team 
of the Sultanate of Oman made 
the country proud by rescuing two 
Turkish citizens on Monday.

The woman, aged 60, was res-
cued alive from the rubble in the 

city of Hatay while another per-
son was extricated in the Turk-
ish city of Antakya, nearly a week 
after the devastating earthquakes 
rattled Türkiye and Syria , said the 
Civil Defence and Ambulance Au-
thority (CDAA).

The two persons received the 
necessary treatment from the 
medical team at the site and was 
transferred to the hospital for fur-
ther examination.

In a statement, the Civil De-
fence and Ambulance Authority 
said that extensive searches in a 
number of areas aff ected by the 
earthquake has resulted in the re-
covery of a number of bodies.

Since their arrival in Türkiye, 
the CDAA has been continuing 
with the search and rescue opera-
tions, providing medical care to 
the injured in southern Türkiye.

Colonel Mubarak bin Salem Al-
Araimi, Director General of Op-
erations and Training at the au-
thority, general supervisor of the 
team, said that they have set up a 
camp in the Turkish city of Hatay, 
in coordination with the Emer-
gency and Disaster Management 
Authority of Türkiye.

He pointed out that the team 

has carried out many searches 
for survivors in diff erent loca-
tions through the use of advanced 
devices and equipment to detect 
lives under the rubble, in addi-
tion to providing medical care to 
those aff ected by medical per-
sonnel in coordination with the 
local authority, LEMA , and the 
International Field Operations 
Centre, working alongside with 
other teams.

The Colonel General Supervisor 
of the National Search and Rescue 
Team added that despite the chal-
lenges faced by the international 
teams, such as the heavy conges-
tion of vehicles, and freezing cold, 
the team continues to provide as-
sistance and humanitarian ser-
vices to the aff ected people.

The CDAA has been carrying out relief and 

rescue operations in earthquake-hit Türkiye

OMAN
Jorgenson wins

2
Young American Matteo 
Jorgenson claim victory 
and the overall lead in the 

third stage of Tour of Oman. >A2

SPORTS
Le Mans Series

3
Al-Faisal Al-Zubair 
wrapped up his fi rst 
appearances together in 

the Asian Le Mans Series.  >B6

Muttrah cable cars to 

become a reality soon 

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The Muttrah cable 
car project is going to become a 
reality soon, said  a member of the 
Municipal Council of the Wilayat 
of Muttrah in the Muscat Gov-
ernorate. The project, along the 
Muttrah Corniche, is expected to 
become a big draw for tourists.

Speaking Exclusively to Times 
of Oman, Hamad Al Wahaibi, a 
member of the Municipal Coun-

cil of the Wilayat of Muttrah, 
confi rmed that the  cable car 
project will be implemented this 
year. We are awaiting the permits 
from the Muscat Municipality 
and once it is cleared, the vital 
tourism project will be imple-
mented soon.”

Al Wahaibi said that the depar-
ture point of the cable car project 
will be at the fi sh market stands 
at the Corniche in the Wilayat of 
Muttrah. >A5

M U T T R A H  C O R N I C H E

OMANI RESCUERS REJOICE AS TURKISH 
CITIZENS EMERGE FROM QUAKE RUBBLE

OMAN
Muscat International Book Fair from Feb. 22

1
The 27th edition of Muscat International Book Fair will kick off  on 
22 February 2023 under the patronage of Sayyid Hamoud Faisal Al 
Busaidi, Minister of Interior. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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Dhuhr........................................... 12:26pm

Asr......................................................3:41pm

Maghrib........................................6:06pm

Isha....................................................7:18pm

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 5:24am

Muscat International Book Fair to begin on 22 February
MUSCAT: The 27th edition of 
Muscat International Book Fair 
will kick off  on 22 February 2023 
under the patronage of Sayyid 
Hamoud Faisal Al Busaidi, Minis-
ter of Interior.

The 11-day literary extravagan-
za will be held at Oman Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre.

Sayyid Said Sultan Al Busaidi, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Youth for 
Culture, Deputy Chairman of the 
organizing committee of Muscat 
International Book Fair, said, “The 
Governorate of South Al Batinah 
will be honorary guest of the 27th 
version of the book fair and will 
carry out a number of cultural, 
technical and artistic activities.

He added that artifi cial intel-
ligence will be used in this year’s 
edition of the book fair, notably 
to analyse various data about 

the guests and accompanying 
programmes.

He further said that the book 
fair will include a Bahraini cultural 
week, and we hope that it will be a 
successful experience to continue 
in the upcoming sessions.

As usual, the book fair will pro-
vide a number of cultural halls, like
Ahmed Bin Majid Gallery, Al-Far-
ahidi Gallery, Ibn Dureid Gallery 
and Al-Awtabi Gallery.

Al Busaidi pointed out that the
book fair will also host a group of 

prominent intellectuals and media 
professionals, in addition to direc-
tors of GCC and Arab book fairs 
and the Chairman of the Arab Pub-
lishers Union.

Meanwhile, Mohammed Said 
Al Balushi, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Information, Chair-
man of the Book Fair’s Media 
Committee, said “Various media 
programmes will be conducted 
during the book fair, which will 
also host media professionals and 
scholars who infl uenced Arab lit-
erary life.”

He explained that, though free-
dom of expression is guaranteed 
by law, publications that compro-
mise national or religious values 
are not welcomed in the book fair.

On his turn, Ahmed Saud Al 
Rawahi, Director of Muscat In-
ternational Book Fair, said that 
this year’s edition of the book fair 

will showcase the publications of 
826 publishing houses from 32 
countries.

As many as 533,063 titles and 
publications will appear at the 
book fair, he added.

He further said that the number 
of Omani publications at the book 
fair stands at 22,950 alongside 
5,900 fresh publications, in addi-
tion to 204,411 foreign books and 
260,614 Arabic books.

The event will also see 165 cul-
tural events and 166 children’s 
activities—all to come up in 1,194 
pavilions, Al Rawahi added.

A special corner will be dedi-
cated to Omani authors and publi-
cations, including those written in 
Zanzibar, Arab countries or Euro-
pean countries.

Events to be held in conjunc-
tion with Muscat International 
Book Fair, including a Children’s 

Corner where an area has been 
allocated for family activities, a 
theater, scholarly theses and read-
ing corners and workshops. This 
is in addition to the establishment 
of cultural cafes in a number of 
pavilions.

Authorities having expertise in 
the book industry will participate 
in the book fair, while authors will 
sign their respective publications.

The book fair will provide an 
electronic application and a mo-
bile catalogue. It will also promote 
volunteering activities to off er an 
opportunity to hone the skills of 
interested segments.

A corner will be allocated to 
signing cultural and literary pub-
lications. The management of the 
book fair provided electronic pay-
ment solutions at all its partici-
pants’ platforms in coordination 
with a local bank. -ONA
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Jorgenson wins 

third stage of 

Tour of Oman

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Young American 
Matteo Jorgenson (Movistar) 
saw off  the challenge of the chas-
ing pack with a powerful uphill 
sprint at Jabal Haat to claim vic-
tory and the overall lead in this 
year’s Tour of Oman.

The 23-year-old climber 
made the most of the steepest 
sections leading to an unprec-
edented fi nish in Al Hamra to 
edge out another young rising 
talent, Belgium’s Mauri Van-
sevenant (Soudal Quick-Step), 
and France’s Geoff rey Bouchard 
(AG2R Citroën).

Heading into the stage, it al-
ways seemed likely that the 
race would be decided by the 
4.6km haul to the fi nish, and so 
it proved. Jorgenson was the fi rst 
to gain any meaningful traction 
on an acceleration, but he was 
unable to open a gap – although 
it did break up the front group, 
with yesterday’s winner Jesus 
Herrada left behind.

With 300 metres to go, Jorgen-
son timed his sprint for the line 
perfectly and this turn of pace se-
cured victory. Vansevenant had 
to settle for second and Bouchard 
for third.

Jorgenson said, “It is a super 
special moment, it really is. A 
huge moment, a relief. Those 
things start to cross your mind; 
maybe I am not the type of ride 
that can win, but today I proved 
that to myself. It was mostly 
about legs; that climb was steep 
at moments, and I wanted to test 
everyone. It took a second or 
so for the others to get back to 
me so I knew I had the legs. We 
made it to the sprint, and I didn’t 
look back. The team did well, we 
stayed in front all day. All in all, 

just a really nice day!”
Stage 3 pushed the riders to 

their limits with a series of climbs 
and descents starting from Al 
Khobar and twisting through the 
foothills of Jabal Al Akhdar past 
the towns of Samail, Izki and the 
outskirts of Nizwa before end-
ing in Jabal Haat just outside 
Al Hamra – a total distance of 
151.8km.  

Matteo Jorgenson’s amazing 
performance earned him the In-
dividual time and points awards, 
as well as ‘Best Young Rider’ 
to go with his fi rst placed fi n-
ish. Dutchman Jeroen Meijers 
(Terengganu Polygon Cycling 
Team) won ‘Most Active Rider’ 
for the third day in succession.

Meijers said, “Our main tac-
tic is to get me in the breakaway, 
and it is then up to me to beat the 
others in the sprints. The Tour is 
very well organised, the roads are 
excellent, and we are very happy 
to be here. This is the fi rst time 
the team has competed in Oman. 
It is very hot when you’re riding 
with no shade, and tomorrow I 
will try to save my energy over 
the long distance and aim to fi n-
ish strongly.”

Stage 4 on Tuesday 14 Feb-
ruary kicks off  close to today’s 
fi nishing line in Izki, heading to-
wards Al Jarda and through the 
Al Hajar Mountains to Bidbid 
and Fanja.

The cyclists will enter Muscat 
close to Sultan Qaboos Universi-
ty and travel through Al Mawaleh 
and Bousher to Al Wattayah and 
the hills of Al Jissah. After a se-
ries of turns around Qantab and 
Yeti, the riders will race for the 
line at Yitti Hills. Tomorrow’s pe-
nultimate stage is the longest of 
the entire Tour of Oman 2023, a 
total of 204.9km.

R E D  J E R S E Y
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Interactive art exhibition ‘Growth’ to 
be organised at Stal Gallery in Muscat

MUSCAT: On the occasion of the 
celebration of 50 years of diplo-
matic relations between Oman 
and Austria, the Austrian Embas-
sy in Oman, in collaboration with 
Stal Gallery and Studio, presents a 
cross-cultural initiative, stimulat-
ing a dialogue between both coun-
tries, through the interactive art 
programme at Stal Gallery.

‘Growth’  is a cross-cultural pro-
gramme, initiated and supported 
by the Embassy of Austria in 
Oman. The programme is focused 
on the cultural aspect and will cul-
minate in a public exhibition with 
an inauguration on 14 February 
2023 at 7:00 pm and Art Talk on 15 
February 2023 at 6:00 pm.

The opening ceremony is at-
tended by the guest of honour 
Sayyid Saeed bin Sultan Al Bu-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Culture, Youth and Sports 
and is held under the auspices of 
Christian Brunmayr, Ambassador 
of Austria to Oman.

The programme is curated by 
the Austrian artist Marjan Ha-
bibian, and featuring artworks of  
Austrian artists Elisabeth Gschiel, 
Marlene Gollner, Walter Kratner 
and Marjan Habibian.

“Growth is always accompa-
nied by pain. Be it the growth of a 
plant seed, or the physical growth 
of a human being or an animal, or 
the intellectual growth of a human 
being, or even the growth of a cul-
ture, society, and civilisation. All of 

this requires awareness and steps 
of which pain is an integral part. 
Prosperity, beauty and progress 
reach higher levels, achieving re-
sults requires eff ort, perseverance, 
tolerance and awareness,” said ex-
hibition curator Marjan Habibian. 

They are four artists living in 
Austria presenting their art by us-
ing the tools of diff erent forms of 
art. This includes words, photos, 
space, materials, lines, shapes, 
colors or hybrid mixtures of these.  
From the individual works and 
groups of works in this exhibi-

tion you can easily recognise that 
the artists primarily understand 
“growth” as an aesthetic transfor-
mation process. Elisabeth Gschiel, 
whose motifs do not draw with a 
pen, but sew them like threads on 
paper with a sewing machine, in-
vites you to witness a craft tradi-
tionally attributed to women from 
the female point of view.

The sculptures, vessels or body 
volumes by Marlene Gollner allow 
a resonance and interaction be-
tween the visible and the hidden to 
be experienced. Wild silk fi bres are 
the material of these body shells, 
obtained from the cocoons of silk-
worms in the metamorphosis be-
tween chrysalis and butterfl y.

Walter Kratner`s work is about 
standardised portraits which 
have been retouched with graph-

ite and oil. The viewer will realise 
that nationality or cultural back-
ground cannot even be guessed at 
a second glance.

Finally, Marjan Habibian’s 
drawings and paintings are inter-
spersed with painterly elements 
and also contain infl uences from 
Persian ornamentation. In the 
context of the exhibition “Growth”, 
the artists all strive to soften tradi-
tional media boundaries and open 
them up for discussion.

The Artists’ Talk is the intro-
duction to the one week art resi-
dency programme in Oman, with 
four established artists from 
Austria. The artists will share 
some work-in-progress and their 
thoughts on Austrian contempo-
rary art, as well as on the exciting 
exhibition in Stal Gallery.

‘Growth’  is a cross-

cultural programme, 

initiated and 

supported by the 

Embassy of Austria

 in Oman

Exhibition on display at 
Stal Gallery in Madinat 

Al Sultan Qaboos:
14.02.2023-28.02.2023

The celebration of 50 years of diplomatic relations 

between Austria and the Sultanate of Oman represents 

an excellent framework to work together on 

contemporary art projects, such as the 

exhibition ‘Growth’ at Stal Gallery in Muscat

Christian Brunmayr, Austrian Ambassador 

Symposium hosted on discoveries 

of French archaeologists in Oman

MUSCAT: The National Muse-
um on Monday hosted a sympo-
sium on the latest discoveries of 
French archaeological missions 
the Sultanate of Oman.

The symposium is organised 
by the French Embassy in Oman 
in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Heritage and Tourism and the 
French Centre for Research in the 
Arabian Peninsula.

The symposium highlighted 
remarkable discoveries of four 
French researchers in the fi eld of 
archaeology within the Sultanate 
of Oman.

It also focused on relevant 
research development and pro-
moted the richness of the Omani 
archaeological heritage.

Further, the symposium 
showed that archaeology is essen-
tial in promoting cultural tourism 
in Oman, and raising awareness 
on the importance of heritage 
conservation and restoration.

Véronique Aulagnon, French 
Ambassador to Oman said that 
historically, France is Oman’s 
fi rst partner with Italy, encourag-
ing and supporting excavations 
missions in the country.

Their presence dates back to 
the years 1980’s. Five French ar-
chaeological missions are active 
today in Oman, covering the map 
of the country from Al Dakhili-
yah to Al Sharqiyah coastline and 
down the Governorate of Dhofar.

The French ambassador com-

mended the fruitful collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Heritage 
and Tourism and with the local 
authorities, as well as their work 
hand in hand to guarantee the 
preservation of such an ancient 
heritage and its environment.

Christophe Sévin-Allouet, Di-
rector of the mission, presented 
the latest discoveries on the ne-
cropolis of Khor Jarama, located 
in the Wilayat of Sur, Governo-
rate of South Al Sharqiyah. He 
brought to light the results of his 
fi ve years campaign, which led to 
the discovery of a much probable 
new prehistoric culture, so far un-
known in Oman.

Then, Corinne Castel over-
viewed the results obtained 
from the extensive surveying, 
the excavations and the diff erent 
studies carried out by the multi-
disciplinary team of French ar-

chaeologists and specialists in the 
two sites of “Bât” and “Al Arid”, in 
the Wilayat of Ibri, Governorate 
of Al Dhahirah.

The French archaeological 
mission in Central Oman (FAM-
CO), directed by Mathilde Jean 
and Martin Sauvage, shared their 
studies’ results on the settlement 
of one of the main archaeologi-
cal areas of the Omani peninsula 
“Bisya”, in the southern foothills 
of Al Hajar Mountains, Governo-
rate of Al Dakhiliyah).

The symposium included a 
panel session that focused on two 
main topics, namely the impor-
tance of conservation and resto-
ration of the Omani heritage in 
terms of cultural, economic and 
tourism, in addition to the signifi -
cance of strengthening bilateral 
cooperation and supporting ar-
chaeological missions. — ONA

N A T I O N A L  M U S E U M 
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Cable cars
The middle point will
be in front of Al-Riyam
Park, which will also
work as a stopover

where riders can take rest and
have drinks such as coff ee/tea/
juices while the end point will be
in Kalbouh Park.”

He said that the shape of this
cable car project will be like the
letter V for a distance of around
5 km and the cost will be about
OMR4-6 OMR per person.

Hamad Al Wahaibi confi rmed
that the number of cable cars
will be 34 and this project will
be implemented by an Omani
company in partnership with a 
foreign company.

When asked about the start-
ing date, the member of the
municipal council said that defi -
nitely this year, adding that the
procedures are being completed
for approval by the Municipality.

C A B L E  C A R  P R O J E C T

 < FROM 

A1

Al Bashayer Camel 
Festival kicks off 

ADAM: Competitions of the
6th Al Bashayer Camel Festi-
val kicked off in the Wilayat of 
Adam in the Governorate of Al
Dakhiliyah.

The 6-day event is being organ-
ised annually by the Department
of Al Bashayer Square for Arabian
Camels.

A large number of camel own-
ers and slimmers from various
governorates of the Sultanate
of Oman and the GCC states are
taking part in the festival. As
many as 74 rounds are organized
during the festival where com-
petitors contest for 20 vehicles
and many other prizes allocated

for these camel races.
Monday witnessed 25 rounds 

for 150 diff erent categories of 
camels. These races were held 
during the morning and afternoon 
times.

At the end of Monday’s races, 
Sheikh Dr. Faisal Ali Al Zeidi, Wali 
of Manah honoured winners of 
top places during the rounds.

On Tuesday, competitions of 
the festival will continue by or-
ganizing 20 rounds for diff erent 
categories of camels. 

-ONA

The 6-day event is 

organised annually

by the Department 

of Al Bashayer 

Square for Arabian

Camels

SMARTEN UP
DRIVE SAFE

A TIMES OF OMAN HANDS-FREE DRIVING INITIATIVE
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Oman Air reports 36% 

rise in cargo transport
MUSCAT: Oman Air, the na-
tional airline of the Sultanate of 
Oman, has announced the intro-
duction of its fi rst freighter by 
the end of 2023, while celebrating 
outstanding 2022 results at its 
annual cargo workshop, under the 
theme ‘Journey to Success’.

Eng. Abdulaziz Al Raisi, Oman 
Air’s Chief Executive Offi  cer, 
stated, “In spite of a challenging 
environment, Oman Air Cargo 
continues to deliver numbers 
ahead of its budget.

 In 2021, our revenues were 86 
percent  above target. In 2022, 
we achieved another 44 percent   
increase, exceeding our budget 
revenue by 37 percent , as well 
as a 36 percent   increase in the 
amount of cargo transported 
compared to the previous year. 
This underscores the success 
of our many policies to ensure 
we remain ahead of the curve in 
an ever-changing industry and 
meet the growing demand for 
air cargo.”

He added, “In 2023, we are 
keeping up the momentum. In 
the coming months, we look for-
ward to introducing our fi rst 
ever freighter and we will also be 
launching several new markets. 
This will off er exciting new op-
portunities for our guests and 
cargo alike, while continuing 
to unlock Oman’s potential as a 
global logistics hub in line with 
Oman’s 2040 Vision.”

Among its notable achieve-
ments in 2022, Oman Air Cargo 

added several new destinations 
and introduced its innovative 
‘Cargo-in-Cabin’ service to Eu-
rope, the Far East and Indian 
Subcontinent.

It also modifi ed its A330-300 
passenger aircraft by removing 
the seats, allowing it to raise ca-
pacity to 40 tonnes per aircraft. 
Moreover, it has improved its 
services to ensure shorter accept-
ance and dwell time with express 
connections through its hub in 
Muscat. -ONA

O U T S T A N D I N G  2 0 2 2  R E S U L T S

Armed Forces Hospital inducts 

OLLIF technique in spine surgeries

MUSCAT: Represented by the 
Orthopaedics and Spine Depart-
ment, the Armed Forces Hospital 
in Al Khoudh, Muscat launched 
the Advanced Interventional 
Surgical Technique of OLLIF in 
spine surgeries that it conducts.

The technique was intro-
duced in cooperation with In-
spired Spine Hospital in the 
United States.

The technique was inaugu-

rated by a medical team from 
the departments of orthopedics, 
anesthesia, operations and ra-
diology.

The inaugural ceremony was 
held under the auspices of Col. 
Dr. Ahmed Saif Al Jahwari, sen-
ior consultant and head of the 
Spine Surgery Department at 
the Armed Forces Hospital, Al 
Khoud. 

— ONA

I N A U G U R A L  C E R E M O N Y

Oman participates in 9th World 

Government Summit in Dubai

DUBAI: The Sultanate of Oman, 
represented by the Ministry of Fi-
nance, is taking part in delibera-
tions of the 9th edition of World 
Government Summit 2023 being 
held in Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE).

Oman’s delegation is led by Sul-
tan Salim Al Habsi, Minister of 
Finance. 

The World Government Sum-
mit 2023 is held under the theme 
of “Shaping Future Governments”.

The Summit brings thought 

leaders, global experts and de-
cision makers from around the 
globe to share and contribute to 
the development of tools, policies, 
and models that are essential in 
shaping future governments.

The World Government Sum-
mit 2023 hosts a set of interac-
tive dialogue sessions within 6
main themes, including Accel-
erating Development and Gov-
ernance, Future of Societies and
Healthcare.

Exploring the Frontiers, Gov-

erning Economic Resilience and 
Connectivity, Global City Design 
and Sustainability, and Prioritis-
ing Learning and Work.

The current edition of the 
World Government Summit 
hosts a number of international 
forums and dialogues aiming to 
discuss the most important global 
trends in various vital sectors 
that contributes to the develop-
ment of the government work and 
future policies and strategies.

-ONA

G O V E R N M E N T  S U M M I T

Oman celebrates World Radio Day
MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman celebrated the World Radio
Day, which falls on 13 February 
every year.

In an interview with Radio the
Sultanate of Oman (Oman Radio),
Dr. Abdullah Nasser Al Harassi,
Minister of Information, affi  rmed
that Oman Radio has developed
wide-ranging experience since its
inception in 1970.

The minister valued Oman Ra-
dio’s broadcasting tenure, describ-
ing it as “great and rich experience,
both in terms of technical perfor-
mance and artistic media content”.

He noted that Oman Radio’s role
recently merged well with other
forms of media like television, the
press and the Internet.

Dr. Abdullah said, “Omani me-
dia combined both freedom and
responsibility and this sets its
message aside.”

He added that media in Oman
boasts a level of freedom that
empowers people “to express
what they believe is good for the
nation and future generations”.
In this context, he said that Om-
ani social and cultural history 
was built on solid foundations of 

diverse opinions.
Dr. Abdullah spoke about “Al 

Shabab Radio” or (Youth Radio) 
and the content that serves the 
largest segment of the population 
in Oman, thanks to the radio ser-
vice’s innovative programmes that 
respond to the aspirations of youth 
and encompass their interests, like 
technology, sports and science, 
among other fi elds.

The minister also touched on 
the Ministry of Information’s 
plans, which, he said, envisage 
that “the future of Omani society 

be based on sound knowledge and 
proper media fundamentals, and 
that this future be built on strong 
foundations of awareness.”

The minister pointed out that 
the role of Omani media has been 
crucial to spreading awareness 
about Oman Vision 2040.

Omani media, he said, played 
major roles, both in the period 
of preparations for Oman Vision 
2040 and through the stages of its 
implementation. The media elabo-
rated on the Vision’s diff erent pro-
grammes. This resulted in raising 

awareness and confi dence in the
Vision’s outputs and programmes,
he observed.

Dr. Abdullah stressed that radio
was once a means of communi-
cating with the world, long before
the advent of the Internet and its
use as a gateway for following up
global events. He added that Om-
ani radio stations kept pace with
the developments of the modern
age and the opportunities it of-
fered to users.

In this context, the minister un-
derlined the project of “digital TV 
and radio broadcasting” and he
referred to the utilization of the
Internet through various chan-
nels, including “Ayn platform”,
“podcasts” and “Omani Audio
Book”—which, he asserted, have
all contributed to the propagation
of knowledge about Omani civili-
zation and the publication of Oma-
ni books. The Minister of Informa-
tion said that the media is making 
good progress and that the projects
undertaken by the Sultanate of 
Oman in this aspect are marked by 
deep-rootedness. — ONA

O N  1 3  F E B R U A R Y  E V E R Y  Y E A R
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Defence industry a key 
driver of India’s growth

BENGALURU: India’s Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on Mon-
day said that the central govern-
ment’s aim is to nurture a vibrant 
and world-class defence manu-
facturing industry in the country. 

The Defence Minister made 
this statement while addressing 
the ‘CEO’s Round Table Conclave’ 
on the inaugural day of Aero India 
2023 in Bengaluru

“To realise this goal, our gov-
ernment has brought far-reaching 
reform measures in the last few 
years, intended to create a busi-
ness-friendly climate,” he said.

Rajnath Singh also highlighted 
how the government and private 
entrepreneurs were working to-
gether for the country.

He said, “The government 
with its democratic legitimacy 
and social mandate is perform-
ing the job of policy formulation, 
facilitation and regulation. On 
the other hand, responsibility for 
the optimum utilization of soci-
ety’s resources at the fi rm level 

is being discharged by private 
entrepreneurs.”

India’s vision
The defence minister further 
stated India’s vision is to become 
the third-largest economy in the 
next fi ve years.

“India is the fi fth largest econ-
omy in the world and marching 
on towards an exciting future. 
We hope to become the third-
largest economy in the next 
fi ve years. The Indian defence 
manufacturing industry is one of 
the key drivers of our galloping 
economy,” he said.

“A country of India’s size and 
global prominence cannot aff ord 
to rely on imported arms, for such 
reliance will inevitably compro-
mise the strategic autonomy of 
our country. Since 2014, the goal 
of Atmanirbhar Bharat or self-
reliance has been vigorously pur-
sued,” he added.

Mentioning that the govern-
ment was open to new ideas, the 
defence minister said, “We are 
committed to harnessing the en-
ergy, entrepreneurial spirit and 
capability of our private sector 
partners in the area of defence 
production.”

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday inaugurated 
the 14th edition of Asia’s biggest 
aero show - Aero India 2023 - at 
Air Force Station in Yelahanka in 
Bengaluru.

The fi ve-day event, on the 
theme ‘The runway to a billion op-
portunities’, will showcase India’s 
growth in aerospace and defence 
capabilities.

It will display indigenous 
equipment/technologies and 
forge partnerships with foreign 
companies, in line with the ‘Make 
in India, Make for the World’ vi-
sion for a secure and prosperous 
future. — ANI

The government has 

brought far-reaching 

reform measures 

intended to create 

a business-friendly 

climate, India’s 

Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh said 

on Monday

Earthquake death 

toll in Türkiye, Syria 

surpasses 34,000
ANKARA: The death toll from 
the earthquakes in Türkiye and 
northwestern Syria has gone past 
34,000 as rescue eff orts continue, 
according to media report.

It reached at least 34,179 on 
Sunday. The death toll in Türkiye 
has reached 29,605, said the Turk-
ish Emergency Coordination Cen-
tre SAKOM. The confi rmed death 
toll in Syria is 4,574.

That number includes more 
than 3,160 in opposition-held 
parts of northwestern Syria, ac-
cording to the health ministry of 
the Salvation Government govern-
ance authority.

The Syrian death toll also in-
cludes 1,414 deaths in govern-
ment-controlled parts of Syria, 
according to the state news agency 
SANA.

Meanwhile, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) says it is 
waiting for fi nal approval to send 
crossline deliveries into north-
west Syria, where rebel groups in 
the country’s long-running civil 
war control territory and aid de-
liveries have faced obstacles, re-
ported CNN.

The WHO hopes its Director 
General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus will soon be able to travel 

into the rebel-held areas hit by the 
devastating earthquake, the organ-
isation said Sunday.

Tedros and a team of top WHO 
offi  cials arrived in Aleppo on Sat-
urday on a humanitarian aid fl ight 
carrying over USD 290,000 worth 
of trauma emergency and surgical 
kits.

Rick Brennan, a regional emer-
gency director with the WHO, said 
in a media briefi ng from Damascus 
Sunday that there have been “no 
crossline deliveries” into north-
west Syria since the earthquake 
struck last Monday.

“We have one scheduled in the 
next couple of days. We are still 
negotiating for that to go ahead,” 
Brennan said, adding that before 
the earthquake the WHO was 
“planning a signifi cant expansion 
of our crossline work.” — ANI

E M E R G E N C Y  C O O R D I N A T I O N  C E N T R E  S A K O M

Full story @ timesofoman.com/world
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Manchester City reduce points deficit 
with Arsenal, down Aston Villa 3-1

MANCHESTER: Manchester 
City reduced the points defi cit 
with table-toppers Arsenal, as they 
defeated Aston Villa 3-1 on Sunday 
at Emirates Stadium in a match 
that saw their star striker Erling 
Haaland taken off  with an appar-
ent injury.

After a troublesome week which 
saw the club being hit with 100 
charges of rule-breaking by the 
Premier League, Pep Guardiola’s 
side roared back with a massive 
win. But Haaland, who has scored 
25 goals for the side this season, 
was withdrawn at the break due 
to an apparent thigh injury, which 
puts his status for Wednesday’s 
clash against Arsenal in doubt. 

At the start of the match, the Pre-
mier League anthem was met with 
heavy boos by City fans and there 
was clear determination in the 
players to prove a point following 
allegations of fi nancial fair-play 
breaches.

Rodri scored in the fourth 
minute, celebrating his goal by 
thumping the club badge on his 
chest. City continued to dominate 
Aston for most of the fi rst half. 
Rodgri also almost set up a second 
goal shortly after his goal, but Ilkay 
Gundogan’s eff ort was saved.

The hosts continued to make 
chances for themselves, includ-
ing Jack Grealish, who got close 
to scoring twice. In the 39th 

minute, Gundogan doubled City’s 
lead. Haaland, who had not even 
registered a shot against Totten-
ham, caused massive damage to 
Aston after he accelerated onto a 
loose ball after a poor header from 
Chambers and made an assist to 
Gundogan at the far post.

City won a penalty just minutes
before the break and Riyad Karim
Mahrez stepped in to beat Emil-
iano Martinez to score. The score-
line read 3-0 at 45+1 minutes. By 
this time, Haaland also picked up
a thigh issue and did not come out
for the second half. Ruben Dias

was also withdrawn and Julian
Alvarez and Manuel Akanji joined
the side on the pitch.

In the second half, City’s de-
fence became a little sloppy and
Ollie Watkins made full use of it to
score in the 61st minute, making 
the scoreline 3-1.

But Aston failed to make a come-
back further into the game and lost 
the match.

After the match, Man City boss 
Pep was quoted as saying to Sky 
Sports, “We played a really good 
game. We played better in the sec-
ond half. I had the feeling we were 
going to score more but after we 
concede always at 3-1 in the Pre-
mier League it is open, but in gen-
eral we played a good game.”

On Erling Haaland’s injury 
scare, he said: “He had a big knock, 
he was comfortable and we did not 
want to take a risk. We will see and 
assess in the next days. If he is not 
ready [for Arsenal], we will play 
another one. Hopefully, he is ready 
like everyone - we will see in the 
next days. 

“His presence is really good, he 
has to take a look a little bit more 
when we have pressure on the ball. 
When the opponent has a high line, 
we need to fi nd him a bit more. 
That is a process, we will do it in 
the future.”  -ANI

Manchester City’s star striker Erling Haaland

was taken off  with an apparent injury

Barca grab narrow 
win over Villarreal
BARCELONA: Pedri goal before
the break was enough to hand 
Barcelona a narrow 1-0 victory 
over Villarreal at the Estadio de 
la Ceramica in the Spanish La-
Liga Santander.

Barcelona had the fi rst clear
chance of the duel, with Robert
Lewandowski receiving the ball
at the edge the box but failing to
beat Pepe Reina in a one-on-one
situation two minutes into the
fi rst half.

The Polish striker performed a 
quick one-two outside Villarreal’s
box with Pedri, who sent the ball
past Reina, this being his sixth La-
Liga Santander goal this season.

Lewandowski could have dou-
bled Barcelona’s lead in the 25th
minute, but Reina stopped his
low eff ort from inside the box.

First chance
Villarreal’s fi rst quality chance
didn’t come until two minutes
into the fi rst half ’s stoppage time,
when Jose Luis Morales sent the
ball just wide of Marc-Andre Ter
Stegen’s left post.

For yet another match, Bar-
celona struggled to put it to bed,
as neither Lewandowski nor
Raphinha capitalised on their re-
spective chances.

Meanwhile, Villarreal lacked a 
spark in the fi nal third due to the 
absence of Gerard Moreno through 
injury. They looked dangerous at 
times but lacked a fi nal pass in 
their bid to push for an equaliser.

Hence, Villarreal failed to 
punish Barcelona, as Samuel 
Chukwueze found the back of the 
net late in the game, but his goal 
was disallowed for off side in the 
build-up.

With this victory, Barcelona in-
creased the gap on second-placed 
Real Madrid to 11 points, with 
Los Blancos having one game in 
hand. As for the Yellow Subma-
rine, they sit eighth with 31 points 
from 21 games. -ONA

S P A N I S H  L A L I G A  S A N T A N D E R

Third India-Australia

Test shifted to Indore

MUMBAI: The third Border-
Gavaskar Trophy Test between 
India and Australia has been 
shifted from Himachal Pradesh 
Cricket Association Stadium 
(HPCA) Stadium in Dharamsha-
la to Holkar Stadium in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, announced the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) on Monday.

“The third Test of the Master-
card Australia tour of India for 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, 
originally scheduled to take place 
at the HPCA Stadium, Dharam-
sala from 1st to 5th March has 
now been moved to Holkar Sta-
dium, Indore,” the BCCI said in a 
statement. Owing to harsh winter 
conditions in the region, the out-
fi eld lacks suffi  cient grass density 
and will need some time to de-
velop fully, the BCCI further said.

The second Test of the series 
will be held in Delhi’s Arun Jait-
ley Stadium from February 17-21.

The fourth and fi nal Test of the 
series will be hosted in Narendra 
Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad from 
March 9-13.

India is currently leading the 
series 1-0.

In the fi rst Test, Australia was 
no match for the Indian spin trio 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravin-
dra Jadeja and Axar Patel, who 
delivered brilliant all-round per-
formances to guide the home side 
to a memorable win by an inning 
and 132 runs. India skipper Rohit 
Sharma also scored a majestic 
hundred in testing conditions at 
Nagpur.

Electing to bat fi rst, Australia 
was bundled out for 177 runs in 

their fi rst innings. Aussies were 
no match for Indian spinners as 
Labuschagne (49), Smith (37), 
Carey (36) and Handscomb (31) 
were the only ones who could 
score something decent and re-
sist the Indian spin web. Jadeja 
took a fi ve-wicket haul, ending 
with fi gures of 5/47. Ashwin got 
three scalps while Siraj and Sha-
mi took one wicket each.

India came out to bat and the
top order, except skipper Ro-
hit Sharma, failed again. KL
(20) continued his frustrating 
show with the bat and was dis-
missed by debutant Murphy.
Nightwatchman Ashwin scored
a handy knock of 23. Pujara fell
for just seven while attempting 
a sweep. Virat also continued his
worrisome string of low scores in
Tests, falling victim to spin once
again. Murphy got the crucial
wicket of Virat.

Debutants Suryakumar Yadav
(8) and KS Bharat (8) could not
touch double digits. Rohit how-
ever, kept the other end steady 
and scored 120 off  212 balls with
15 fours and two sixes. On a tough
surface which was nightmarish
for the batters, the Indian skip-
per put on a batting masterclass.
India was reduced to 240/7 after
Rohit and Bharat’s dismissals.

Jadeja and Axar then took
the baton and guided India to a 
dominant position at the end of 
day two, ending at 321/7 on the
second day. Jadeja’s knock of 70,
Axar’s 84 and an entertaining 
knock of 37 runs by Mohammed
Shami took India to 400 runs be-
fore they were bundled out. -ANI

B O R D E R - G A V A S K A R  T R O P H Y
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by April 2023 
reaching $84.47, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil rose by 83
cents from the price of Friday, which was 
at $83.64. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER
The MSX index closed at 4,739.65 points, 
down by 0.37 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by 
0.37 per cent at 490.31 points. Al Sharqia 
Investment, up 8.45 per cent, was the 
top gainer while Oman Qatar Insurance,
down 9.52 per cent, was the top loser.

OQ signs agreement to sell 
20% of Abraj’s shares to SOIC

MUSCAT: OQ Group, repre-
sented by its Upstream-sector, 
and Abraj Energy Services (Abraj, 
under transformation) signed an 
agreement with the Saudi Omani 
Investment Company (SOIC) by 
which SOIC buys 20 per cent of 
Abraj’s shares that are being of-
fered in an initial public off ering.

This step comes as part of the 
joint economic and investment 
cooperation between the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia. It refl ects the eff orts
exerted by Oman Investment Au-
thority to attract foreign invest-
ments in various production and
service sectors, as well as the plans
of OQ, the global integrated energy 
group, to expand the shareholders’
ownership in some of its assets.

The signing of this anchor in-
vestment agreement refl ects the
regional growth strategy adopted
by OQ Group and its commitment
to attract foreign direct invest-

ment, in line with the objectives of 
Oman Vision 2040.

This investment agreement 
demonstrates SOIC’s confi dence 
in Abraj’s future as a fi nancially re-
silient and high-growth business 
with enormous potential to grow 
regionally. The agreement signed 
with strategic investors would in-
crease the confi dence of other seg-
ments of corporate and individual 
investors to invest in Oman.

It is worth noting that this 
agreement would accelerate and 
strengthen the business scope of 
Abraj as a quality oilfi eld services 
provider that enhances the in-coun-
try value and supports the develop-
ment of Oman’s capital markets.

According to the stock prospec-
tus of Abraj approved by the Capi-
tal Market Authority, the shares 
of Abraj will be listed for trading 
at the Muscat Stock Exchange 
(MSX) on March 14, 2023. Abraj 
intends to off er 49 per cent of its 
share capital, equal to 377,398,000 
shares for public subscription. -ONA

This investment agreement demonstrates 

Saudi Omani Investment Company’s 

confi dence in Abraj’s future as a fi nancially 

resilient and high-growth business with 

enormous potential to grow regionally

GCC bourses uptrend to continue on high oil prices

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The positive perfor-
mance of the Gulf stock exchanges 
coincided with the issuance of 
new legislations and laws that 
contributed to increasing liquidity 
and attracting foreign investors, 
according to an industry expert.

“Transactions in Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) witnessed a 
wave of rise in recent times that 
was supported most notably by the 
rise in oil and gas prices, in addi-
tion to providing the Gulf markets 
with real investment opportuni-
ties in light of their relative stabil-
ity compared to global markets,” 
said Eman Al Ayyaf, CEO of Eman 
Alayyaf Trading, in an exclusive 
interview with Times of Oman.

An increase in oil and gas prices, 

geopolitical diff erences between 
Russia and Ukraine, high inter-
est on the dollar and exponential 
growth will have a signifi cant im-
pact on energy markets, especially 
oil prices, Eman said.

Besides, there are political mat-
ters that will also aff ect oil prices 
in 2023, including the Russian-
Ukrainian war and the possibility of 
resolving this crisis. The most logi-
cal expectation is that oil prices will 
range during the fi rst six months 
of 2023 between $85 and $90 per 
barrel. But in the event of a multi-
plication of crises and a production 
cut, a barrel of oil is expected to rise 
to $110. “Here we have to wait and 
watch for how the oil-producing 
countries outside the Organisation 
of Oil Exporting Countries (Opec) 
will behave,” she said

P O S I T I V E  P E R F O R M A N C E

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Eman Alayyaf 
(EA) Trading, a regulated 
company, opened its branch in 
Oman to serve its client base 
better in January 2023 after 
successfully setting up its of-
fi ces in Kuwait and Bahrain.

“Opening an Oman offi  ce 
was a must because we al-
ready have a very strong client 
base. Oman is one of the best 
GCC countries where people 
have passion and ambition in 
online trading and are always 
open to learning new things,” 
Eman Al Ayyaf, CEO of Eman 
Alayyaf Trading said.

“There are some sugges-
tions about opening our 
fourth branch, probably in 

another GCC country, which 
we will announce when eve-
rything is ready, for now, we 
are foxing at our three offi  ces,” 
she added.

The company makes trad-
ing fi nancial markets more 
accessible to investors of all 
types and abilities. It’s vision 
is to simplify access to the fi -
nancial markets by providing 
educational tools and by host-
ing events for investors.

Omani investors have a 
passion for online trading

CBO’s High Sharia Supervisory 

Authority holds fi rst meeting

MUSCAT: The High Sharia Su-
pervisory Authority (HSSA) of 
the Central Bank of Oman (CBO) 
held its fi rst meeting of 2023 at 
CBO head offi  ce yesterday. The 
meeting was chaired by Sheikh 
Dr Kahlan Nabhan Al Kharousi 
and attended by all the members.

HSSA held detailed delibera-
tions on various issues presented
to it, which included, among oth-
ers, Sharia aspects relating to the
Islamic banking business and the
review of diff erent matters relat-
ed to the Islamic liquidity man-

agement project. In light of the 
discussions, HSSA provided its 
Sharia opinion and recommen-
dations. HSSA was also briefed 
on the actions taken, with regard 
to issues discussed in its previous 
meeting.

In addition, Dr Kahlan Nabhan 
Al Kharousi and Sheikh Dr Ab-
dullatif Mahmoud Al Mahmoud 
have been re-elected as the 
Chairman and Deputy Chair-
man of HSSA, respectively, for 
another term of four years up to 
December 2026.-ONA

C E N T R A L  B A N K  O F  O M A N

Oman’s infl ation stands 

at 1.89% in January 

MUSCAT: The infl ation rate of 
the Consumers Price Index (CPI) 
in the Sultanate of Oman stood at 
1.89 per cent during January 2023, 
according to the latest data issued 
by the National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI).

The data indicated a rise in the 
prices of main groups in Janu-
ary 2023 compared to the cor-
responding period in 2022. Food 
and non-alcoholic beverages rose 
by 4.78 per cent, restaurants and 
hotels by 3.91 per cent, furniture, 
household equipment and routine 
household maintenance by 3.42 
per cent, health by 2.73 per cent, 
miscellaneous goods and services 
by 2.04 per cent, recreation and 
culture by 1.96 per cent, clothing 
and footwear by 1.00 per cent, 
transport by 0.77 per cent, educa-
tion by 0.05 per cent, housing, wa-
ter, electricity, gas and other fuels 
by 0.03 per cent.Meanwhile, infl a-
tion declined in the group of com-

munications by 0.15 per cent and 
stabilised in the tobacco group.

Prices also went up for oils and 
fats by 19.60 per cent, milk, cheese 
and eggs by 7.53 per cent, meats 
by 5.70 per cent, bread and cere-
als by 5.50 per cent, non-alcoholic 
beverages by 5.18 per cent, other 
foodstuff s by 3.45 per cent, fruits 
by 3.28 per cent, sugar, jam, honey 
and sweets by 2.61 per cent, fi sh 
and seafood by 2.14 per cent.

Prices dropped in the group of 
vegetables by 0.12 per cent. As far 
as governorates are concerned, Al 
Buraimi recorded the highest infl a-
tion rate (2.91 per cent), followed 
by Al Dakhiliyah (2.13 per cent), Al 
Dhahirah (2.11 per cent), North Al 
Batinah (1.94 per cent) and Muscat 
(1.89 per cent). The lowest infl a-
tions rate was recorded in the Gov-
ernorate of Dhofar, as well as the 
Governorates of North and South 
Al Sharqiyah by 1.83 per cent and 
1.36 per cent respectively. -ONA

N C S I  D A T A

Europe-Asia 

cargo service via 

Jeddah Islamic 

Port launched

RIYADH: The Saudi Ports 
Authority (Mawani) and Sau-
di shipping giant Bahri have 
jointly announced the addi-
tion of a new freight service 
connecting Europe and Asia 
via Jeddah Islamic Port.

Besides increasing Bahri’s 
shipping network coverage 
and bolstering international 
supply chains, the new route is 
set to expand and empower the 
Kingdom’s maritime connec-
tivity while consolidating its 
leadership as a global logistics 
hub, as directed in the vision 
set out by the National Trans-
port and Logistics Strategy.

Vessels on the new service 
will set sail from the ports of 
Bremerhaven, Antwerp, and 
Montoir, in Europe, before 
calling at Jeddah enroute to 
the Indian port of Ennore and 
the Chinese ports of Taicang 
and Shanghai. The King-
dom’s busiest port is set to 
welcome the route’s fi rst ship 
in early February.

Mawani and Bahri sealed an 
agreement last year to build a 
95,436 sq.m world-class logis-
tics park as part of the national 
maritime regulator’s drive to 
partner with major names in 
the industry to increase the 
footprint of purpose-built 
logistics facilities across the 
Kingdom to 30. -SPA

N E W  F R E I G H T  S E R V I C E
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MSX index 
ends lower

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,739.65 points, down by 
0.37 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.37 per cent at 490.31
points. Al Sharqia Investment, up
8.45 per cent, was the top gainer
while Oman Qatar Insurance,
down 9.52 per cent, was the top
loser. Shares of Bank Muscat
were the most active in terms of 
the number of shares traded as
well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 226 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR2.27 million,
with more than 8.31 million
shares changing hands. Out of 
33 traded securities, 6 advanced,
14 declined, and 13 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
sellers for OMR153,000 while
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR108,000, followed by 
foreign investors for OMR45,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,587.43 points, down 0.36 per
cent. Prices of Al Sharqia Invest-

ment and Muscat Finance were
up by 8.45 per cent and 1.75 per
cent respectively. Prices of Oman
Qatar Insurance, Al Anwar In-
vestment, Sohar International
Bank, United Finance, and Na-
tional Bank Oman were down by 
4.74 per cent, 2.35 per cent, 1.94
per cent, 1.64 per cent and 1.48
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5,988.18 points, down 0.06 per
cent. Prices of Jazeera Steel Prod-
ucts and Construction Materials
were up by 4.74 per cent and 3.80
per cent respectively. Prices of 
Raysut Cement, Galfar Engineer-
ing and Voltamp Energy were
down by 2.99 per cent, 2.00 per
cent and 1.96 per cent, respectively.

Services Index was down by 
0.28 per cent before closing at
1,683.83 points. The price of 
OIFC was up by 0.79 per cent.
Prices of Al Jazeera Services,
Shell Oman Marketing, Muscat
Desalination, National Gas, and
Ooredoo were down by 1.79 per
cent, 1.38 per cent, 0.99 per cent,
0.98 per cent and 0.47 per cent re-
spectively.— United Securities

Al Sharqia Investment, up 8.45 per cent, was

the top gainer while Oman Qatar Insurance, 

down 9.52 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002440...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ..............................................................100 ....................... 8........................ 1 ........... 0.077 ........... 0.077 ...........0.077 ........... 0.077............. 0.071............ 0.006 ............. 8.451 ................0.077 ..............0.072...................0.077................ 0.100 ........6,930,000
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ..........................................  236,963 ............ 57,199......................17........... 0.235 ........... 0.245 ...........0.235 ........... 0.243.............0.232 ............0.011 ............. 4.741 ................0.245..............0.245...................0.245 ............... 0.100 ..... 30,350,204
OM0000001525............  OMAN INVST& FIN. ...................................................63,477 ............... 8,136........................7 ............0.129........... 0.129 ...........0.127........... 0.128 ............. 0.127.............0.001............. 0.787 ................0.128 .............. 0.127...................0.128................ 0.100 ..... 30,336,000
OM0000002168............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ................................................... 290 .....................99........................ 1 ........... 0.340 ...........0.340 ...........0.340 .......... 0.340.............0.340 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.340............. 0.000...................0.340 ............... 0.100 ..... 74,800,000
OM0000002200...........  AHLI BANK ......................................................................... 800 .................. 128........................ 1 ............0.160........... 0.160 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.160 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.160............. 0.000...................0.160................ 0.100 .... 311,945,195
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM...................................................... 529,125.......... 516,399......................15 ........... 0.976 ........... 0.976 ...........0.956........... 0.968.............0.968 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.968 ..............0.956...................0.968................ 0.100 ...726,000,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. ................................................  138,517 .............63,441........................4........... 0.458........... 0.458 ...........0.458........... 0.458 .............0.458 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.458 ..............0.454...................0.464 ............... 0.100 ....108,275,780
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT .......................................................... 4,008,899 ..1,146,600..................... 33........... 0.286........... 0.287 ...........0.286........... 0.286 .............0.287 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.348 ...............0.286..............0.286...................0.292 ............... 0.100 2,146,829,560
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ..................................................................... 531,000 .........230,434........................9 ........... 0.434 ........... 0.434 ...........0.428........... 0.428.............0.430 ...........-0.002........... -0.465 ...............0.428..............0.430...................0.430 ............... 0.100 ... 278,604,130
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ...........................................7,329 ............... 1,950........................3 ........... 0.266 ........... 0.266 ...........0.266........... 0.266.............0.270 ...........-0.004 ............-1.481 ................0.266..............0.265...................0.280 ............... 0.100 ....432,501,731
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ............................................. 1,000 .................. 275........................ 1 ........... 0.275........... 0.275 ...........0.275........... 0.275 .............0.280 ...........-0.005 ............-1.786................0.275 ..............0.252...................0.000 ............... 0.100 .......16,831,175
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ......................................................27,300 ............... 2,757........................3 ............0.101 ........... 0.101............0.101............0.101 ............. 0.103............-0.002 ........... -1.942 ...............0.101 ..............0.099...................0.103 ................ 0.100 ... 463,596,291
Total ..................................12 ......................................................................................... 5,544,800 ..2,027,425..................... 95 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH.....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID..................... LAST OFFER.............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDECIES
Index .................................................High .................Low..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .................................... 4,760.89 ...............4,733.45 ....................4,739.65 ................... 4,757.26 .................-17.61 .................. -0.37
FINANCIAL INDEX ........................... 7,614.51 ...............7,573.48 ....................7,587.43 ....................7,614.51 ................-27.08 .................. -0.36
Industry Index .......................................6,012.07 ............... 5,975.17 ................... 5,988.18 ...................5,992.07 .................. -3.88 .................. -0.06
Services Index .......................................1,693.70 ............... 1,681.55 ....................1,683.83 ................... 1,688.50 .................. -4.68 .................. -0.28
MSX Shariah Index .................................492.58 ..................490.31 .......................490.31 ...................... 492.12 ...................-1.81 .................. -0.37
MSX TR INDEX.................................... 6,011.43 ...............5,976.78 ................... 5,984.61 ...................6,006.84............... -22.24.................. -0.37
FINANCIAL TR IDX........................... 7,967.73 .............. 7,924.80 ....................7,939.39 ....................7,967.73 ............... -28.34.................. -0.36
SERVICES TR IDX.............................. 1,796.79 ...............1,783.90 .................... 1,786.31 ....................1,791.28..................-4.96.................. -0.28
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ........................6,259.31 .............. 6,220.89 ...................6,234.44 ...................6,238.48..................-4.04.................. -0.06

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal.........Sec. Traded
8,318,755 .................... 2,269,832 .................... 226 .............. 23,583,099,322 .................. 6 ......................14 .................... 13 .........................33

OM0000001368 ............  CONSTRUCTION M. ........................................................100 ....................... 8........................ 1 ........... 0.082........... 0.082 ...........0.082........... 0.082 .............0.079 ........... 0.003 ............. 3.797 ................0.082..............0.072...................0.076................ 0.100 ........ 5,125,000
OM0000001590............  MUSCAT FINANCE ...................................................... 5,000 ..................290........................ 1 ........... 0.058 ........... 0.058 ...........0.058 ........... 0.058.............0.057 ............0.001 ............. 1.754.................0.058 ............. 0.000...................0.058................ 0.100 .......17,814,487
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS .............................................................. 5,000 .................. 950........................ 1 ............0.190 ........... 0.190 ...........0.190........... 0.190 ............. 0.190 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.190 ..............0.190...................0.195 ................ 0.100 .....22,800,000
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING .......................................... 20,000 ...............1,020........................ 1 ............0.051 ........... 0.051 ...........0.051............0.051 ............. 0.051............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.051 .............. 0.051...................0.053................ 0.100 .......10,181,416
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A  589,040........... 58,904..................... 30........... 0.100........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 .............0.100 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.100 ..............0.100...................0.100................ 0.100 ... 223,695,303
OM0000004669 ...........  SHARQIYAH DESALIN. ........................................... 20,000 .............. 2,800........................ 1 ............0.140........... 0.140 ...........0.140 ........... 0.140 .............0.140 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.140.............. 0.135...................0.142................ 0.100 ......13,692,302
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER.......................................................R 174 ....................... 6........................ 1 ........... 0.035 ........... 0.035 ...........0.035 ........... 0.035 .............0.035 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.035............. 0.000...................0.035................ 0.100 ......23,621,060
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ..................................................R 44,897 ............... 1,528........................4........... 0.034 ........... 0.035 ...........0.034........... 0.035 .............0.035 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.035..............0.034...................0.035................ 0.100 ..... 25,004,222
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK .................................................. 136,000 ............16,048........................9 ............0.118 ........... 0.118............ 0.118 ............0.118 ............. 0.118 ............ 0.000.............0.000 ................ 0.118 ............. 0.000................... 0.118................ 0.100 ... 196,990,380
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER.....................................................  639,273 ............34,521......................12 ........... 0.054........... 0.055 ...........0.054........... 0.055 .............0.055 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.055 ..............0.054...................0.055................ 0.100 ..... 80,443,080
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ............................................................11,395 ............... 1,140........................3 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.101............0.100 ............0.101 .............0.102 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.980 ...............0.101..............0.100................... 0.101 ................ 0.100 ........8,585,000
OM0000007084 ...........  MCT DESALINATE ..................................................... 37,926 ............... 3,793........................9 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 ............. 0.101 ............-0.001 ........... -0.990 ...............0.100..............0.100...................0.100................ 0.100 ......15,555,040
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MRK............................................................20 ..................... 17........................ 1 ........... 0.860 ...........0.860 ...........0.860........... 0.860.............0.872 ...........-0.012 ............-1.376................0.860..............0.840...................0.868................ 0.100 ......81,700,000
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ................................................... 841,600 ............50,517..................... 30 ........... 0.060 ........... 0.061 ...........0.060........... 0.060............. 0.061............-0.001 ............-1.639................0.060..............0.059...................0.060 ............... 0.100 ..... 20,948,665
OM0000003661............  VOLTAMP ENERGY.................................................. 239,293 ........... 23,929......................11 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 .............0.102 ...........-0.002 ............-1.961 ................0.100 ..............0.100...................0.102 ................ 0.100 ........ 8,140,275
OM0000003521............  GALFAR ENGINEER................................................  133,925............ 26,254........................5 ............0.197 ........... 0.197 ...........0.196............0.196 .............0.200 ...........-0.004 ........... -2.000 ...............0.196 .............. 0.193...................0.200 ............... 0.100 ...... 39,785,343
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT..................................... 20,000 ............... 1,630........................2 ........... 0.080 ........... 0.083 ...........0.080........... 0.083.............0.085 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.353 ...............0.083 ..............0.078...................0.083................ 0.100 ......16,600,000
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT .........................................................1,345 ...................175........................ 1 ............0.130 ........... 0.130 ...........0.130........... 0.130 ............. 0.134............-0.004 ........... -2.985 ...............0.130 ..............0.128...................0.130................ 0.100 .....26,000,000
OM0000006979 ...........  OMAN QATAR INSUR..................................................2,000 ..................304........................ 1 ............0.152 ........... 0.152 ...........0.152 ............0.152 ............. 0.168............-0.016 ........... -9.524 ...............0.152.............. 0.152...................0.168................ 0.100 ..... 15,200,000
Total ..................................19.........................................................................................  2,746,988 ......223,833...................124 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Sharakah and WBAF sign MoU to boost 

cooperation in economic development

Times News Service

MUSCAT: To enhance fi nancial
and digital inclusion, Sharakah 
recently signed a global partner-
ship and economic development 
cooperation Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the 
World Business Angels Invest-
ment Forum (WBAF) an affi  liat-
ed partner of the G20 Global Part-
nership for Financial Inclusion.

The agreement strives to boost 
the capabilities of entrepreneurs, 
startups, and SMEs by connect-
ing them with global investors 
and by providing quality knowl-
edge and networking.

Ali bin Ahmed Muqaibal, CEO, 
Sharakah and Baybars Altun-
tas, Executive Chairman, WBAF 
signed the MoU.

The WBAF is an international 
organisation aiming to ease ac-
cess to fi nance for businesses 
from start-up to scale-up, with 
the ultimate goal of generating 
more jobs and more social justice 
worldwide. The forum interacts 

with leaders in all areas of soci-
ety, fi rst in business and political
spheres, to help assess needs and
establish goals, bearing in mind
that the public interest is of para-
mount importance. 

Muqaibal said, “We feel hon-
oured to sign this agreement with 
WBAF which is committed to col-
laborating globally to empower 
world economic development by 
creating innovative fi nancial in-
struments for innovators, start-
ups, and SMEs. This gives us an 
excellent prospect to inspire the 
aspirations of Oman’s SMEs and 

startups and an opportunity to 
fulfi l our social responsibility. 
The MoU will help us develop a 
strong institutional relationship 
which will help us establish a 
durable mechanism for facilitat-
ing dialogue and participating in 
joint activities, opening forums, 
and exchanging experiences.”

Altuntas stated, “We are 
pleased to sign the MoU with
Sharakah which has been con-
tributing considerably to the de-
velopment and preservation of 
the entrepreneurial ecosystem
in Oman.”

W O R L D  B U S I N E S S  A N G E L S  I N V E S T M E N T  F O R U M

CAPEX.com 
launches real 
shares dealing

DUBAI: CAPEX.com, a lead-
ing broker in the Middle East,
enhances its product line by 
adding CAPEX Invest for its
Mena clients. Moreover, it gives
out a free share to new custom-
ers under the ‘Experience the
Magic of Trading - Anywhere,
Anytime, Anything’ concept to
promote its new brand ambas-
sador, Zach King. 

Launching in 2018, the broker’s
rapid growth and high business
ethics are well known throughout
the region. Mena clients enjoy the
peace of mind of having their in-
vestments secure with a platform
that adheres to the strict regu-
latory guidelines of Abu Dhabi
Global Markets - FSRA. 

Its new product, CAPEX In-
vest, gives access to over 5,000
US, EU and UK-listed shares
and to more than 100 ETFs
from 10 major exchanges. The
fi ntech company is adding a 
special promotion to allow Mid-
dle Eastern investors to truly 
“experience the magic of trad-
ing.” All new customers will
get a free share at one of the top
companies in the world.  

Investing in real shares has
several benefi ts, such as the
ability to participate in the own-
ership of a company and earn
dividends. Additionally, owning 
shares in a company can pro-
vide a sense of participation in
its growth and success.  

B R O K E R

India tops in
fi ntech study
SINGAPORE: In a report re-
leased last week, India emerged as
the top nation in a fi ntech study of 
nine South Asian and Southeast
Asian countries published by the
Robocash Group. 

The South Asian nation came
up in fi rst place in several catego-
ries including the most amount of 
funds raised and total revenue. -ANI

R E P O R T
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The day of love is 

here. Apart from 

celebrating with 

roses, chocolates, 

and fl owers, why 

not spend more 

time doing things 

you enjoy like 

spending time 

with your loved 

ones and staying 

healthy? This Val-

entine’s Day, take a 

walk through Mus-

cat’s natural and 

architectural high-

lights, with an aim 

to stay fi t for life.

A
s one promises to share 

AAthe warmth and love on 

AAValentine’s Day, one can 

AAalso take a vow to get AA
fi tter. Valentine’s day is a perfect 

opportunity for people to make 

positive lifestyle alterations as a 

commitment to one another, for a 

healthier and happier life together. 

A combination of a healthy diet 

and a good workout is like a dream 

team.
Pick on a workout regime that 

would be fun to do with your part-

ner and can be followed realisti-

cally. Working out with the one you 

love is not only more fun but you are 

also more likely to stick to it since 

you have a responsibility to ensure 

your loved one does not give up be-

cause of you. It works for both and 

you end up getting fi tter, together.

And when it comes to staying fi t, 

nothing’s better than going for a 

walk. In Muscat walking along the 

Corniche is perhaps one of the most 

favourite pastimes of those living in 

Muscat. This Valentine’s Day go for 

an evening walk with your loved 

ones at Muttrah Corniche where 

you can walk the complete stretch 

that starts from the Fish Market 

right up to the Al Alam Palace.

The busy walkway is crowded 

with tourists, expats, and locals 

enjoying the oceanic views and the 

proximity to the historic Muttrah 

Souq. After your walk, you can relax 

at one of the  restaurants and cafes.

 For those living in Shatti,  the 

love street is a very popular walk-

way. With its beautiful palms, BBQ 

areas, and plenty of restaurants and 

cafes, it is perfect for an afternoon 

chill or for a leisurely evening walk. 

The lush green stretch situated at 

Al Izdihar Street, near Al Ghubra 

lake garden is another great place 

to take a stroll.
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‘All smile’: India-Pakistan 

players interact after the 

entertaining Women’s 

T20WC 2023 match

CAPE TOWN : There were plenty 
of smiles and lots of laughter as 
players from India and Pakistan 
mingled in the changing rooms 
following an entertaining match 
between the arch-rivals at the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup in Cape 
Town.

Jemimah Rodrigues and Richa 
Ghosh struck an unbeaten part-
nership of 58 runs for the fourth 
wicket after the fall of captain 
Harmanpreet Kaur’s wicket. Rod-
rigues scored an unbeaten 53 off  
38 balls and Richa Ghosh scored 
an unbeaten 31 off  20 balls helping 
India chase down a 150-run tar-
get with an over to spare. https://
twitter.com/TheRealPCB/sta-
tus/1624990588327063554

India won earlier in the day be-
cause of a brilliant unbeaten half-
century from emerging star Jemi-
mah Rodrigues, but the exchanges 
between the teams after the game 
were friendly as players from both 
teams mixed at the Newlands fi eld.

Players from both teams posed 
for a big group photo, while India 
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur and 
Pakistan all-rounder Nida Dar 

were all smiles as they exchanged 
jerseys.

While Dar failed to score in the 
highly anticipated T20 World Cup 
match between the two rivals, 
Pakistan skipper Bismah Maroof 
stood up on the big stage to play an 
unbeaten knock of 68 to help her 
side compile a competitive total of 
149/4 from their 20 overs.

Harmanpreet was out for 16 in 
the 14th over of the run chase, giv-
ing Pakistan some hope, but Rod-
rigues’ stunning 55* ensured India 
won with six balls to spare.

Rodrigues smashed eight 
boundaries during her 38-ball stay, 
with the right-hander combining 
well with Richa Ghosh (31*) to 
put on 58 for the fourth wicket in a 
match-winning partnership.

India will have the opportunity 
to make it two wins in a row at the 
competition when they face the 
West Indies at the same venue on 
Wednesday.

Pakistan will also be in action at 
the same venue on the same day, 
looking to get their T20 World Cup 
campaign back on track against 
Ireland.

C A P E  T O W N

Al-Zubair, Stolz and Konrad finish 
third and seventh in first two rounds 

DUBAI: Oman’s Al-Faisal Al-
Zubair, Germany’s Luca Stolz and
Austrian Martin Konrad wrapped
up their fi rst appearances together
in the Asian Le Mans Series by fi n-
ishing third and seventh in the two
four-hour races at the Dubai Auto-
drome at the weekend.

Driving the Al-Manar Racing 
by Haupt Racing Team Mercedes
AMG GT3 under the Omani na-
tional fl ag, Al-Zubair took the hot
seat for the fi nal session of the sec-
ond race on Sunday to guide the
GT3 to seventh place, after the trio
had rounded off  the podium places
in race one on Saturday evening.  

Al-Zubair said: “We had a good
qualifying with P2 for both races.
On Saturday, we converted P2 into
P3 in the race. So that was a podi-
um fi nish on our fi rst race in Asian
Le Mans. That was amazing.

“For the second race fortunes
did not go on our side. It was great
until the fi nal hour. Unfortunately,
we messed up something with the
drive time. I drove a little less than
the minimum, 45 minutes, and we
had to come back to the pits. Be-
cause of that, we also had a drive-
through penalty as well. I had to do
the double stint. Finishing seventh
is decent out of 24 but, knowing 
that we should have been on the
podium, I am not really happy with
the result to be honest. Hopefully 
next week we come back stronger
in Abu Dhabi.”

The weekend’s action started
strongly for the HRT Team in the

fi rst of two practice sessions on the 
5.39km, 16-turn Dubai Autodrome 
circuit on Friday. 

The Mercedes ran for 35 laps 
and clocked the second fastest lap 
in the GT class of 1min 58.324sec.  
Victory in the session went to the 
Getspeed Mercedes of Raff aele 
Marciello, Fabian Schiller and Flo-
rian Scholze. 

The Getspeed Mercedes again 
topped the times in the second 
practice stint with a fastest run of 
1min 58.105sec. Al-Zubair’s HRT 
car came home in sixth with a best 
tour of 1min 59.068sec.

Al-Zubair added: “Practice went 
off  quite well. Martin (Konrad) 
was quite strong from the start, our 
bronze driver. We were all quite 
happy with Martin’s performance, 
myself and Lucas. We knew we had 
a good package.”

But the HRT crew saved their 
best performances for the qualify-
ing session on Saturday morning 
and a fastest lap of 1min 58.016sec 
by Konrad enabled them to line 
up in second place on the grid for 
the evening’s fi rst four-hour race. 
Pole position went to the Walk-
enhorst Motorsport BMW M4, 
crewed for the weekend by Chan-
dler Hull, Nicky Catsburg and 
Thomas Merrill. 

The Walkenhorst Motorsport 
BMW actually managed to win 

the fi rst race from pole position 
after fi nishing 112 laps 15.126 
seconds in front of the Getspeed 
Mercedes. Al-Zubair, Stolz and 
Konrad rounded off  the podium 
fi nishers with an excellent third 
place out of the 22 fi nishers in the 
GT class. The race started in bright 
sunshine and fi nished in darkness 
with the leading four crews com-
pleting 112 laps.

The HPT crew were also in good 
form during Sunday morning’s 
warm-up stint and set the second 
quickest lap in the session behind 
the TF Sport Aston Martin of John 
Hartshorne, Jonathan Adam and 
Henrique Chaves.

Konrad lined up in second on 
the grid for the start of the second 
of the weekend’s four-hour races. 
The team held a top four place for 
long periods, but dropped back to 
seventh after the timing mix-up 
and the drive-through penalty and 
maintained the position to the fi n-
ish after completing 109 laps.

Victory in the second of the rac-
es again fell to the Walkenhorst 
Motorsport BMW, while the Get-
speed Mercedes was second and 
an AF Corse Ferrari came home 
in third.

Races three and four in the 
Asian Le Mans Series take place 
at the Yas Marina circuit in Abu 
Dhabi next weekend. 

Al-Zubair took the 

hot seat for the

fi nal session of

the second race on 

Sunday to guide 

the GT3 to seventh

place, after the trio

had rounded off  the

podium places in

race one on Saturday

Royal Bengal Ayan Qurum 

lift Gulf Exchange Gold Cup
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Royal Bengal Ayan
Qurum has clinched the Gulf Ex-
change Gold Cup Football Tour-
nament organised by the Bangla-
desh Social Club Oman.

Royal Bengal Ayan Qurum de-
feated Al Hail Club by 4-3 in the
tiebreaker.  

The fi nal match was held at
Muscat Club Stadium on 10 Feb-
ruary 2023.

Rawshan Ara Poli (First Sec-
retary Passport & Visa Wing) of 
Bangladesh Embassy Muscat and
the chief guest witnessed the fi nal
match and distributed prizes to
the winners.

Sirajul Haque, Chairman of 
Bangladesh Social Club Oman,
presided over the programme and
NM Amin General Secretary an-
chored the event.

The CEO of Gulf Overseas
Exchange, Iftakher  Ul  Hasan
Chowdhury attended the fi nal
event as the Guest of Honour and
Shariful Islam, Country Manager
of Biman Bangladesh Airlines at-
tended as the special guest.

Club Vice President Rezaul
Karim, Azimul Hoque Babul CIP,

Joint Secretary Mohammad An-
war Hossain, Abdul Rahim, Or-
ganising Secretary Abul Bashar 
Sarkar, Sports Secretary Sirajul 
Hoque, Publicity Secretary Hafez 
Mohammad Nazim Uddin Chowd-
hury, Convening Committee mem-
bers of Greater Noakhali Wing, 
Executive members Tauhid, Man-

ik, Jasim, commentator Ohidul 
Hoque were also present.

The event was also attended 
by prominent people of the com-
munity named Kibria Kalam 
Chowdhury, Sabuj Sikder, Engi-
neer Abdul Hamid, Nur Hossain 
Talukder, Isa Chowdhury, Mo-
hammad Younus, SM Haroon, 
Gulf Exchange offi  cials and other 
renowned community leaders.

On the occasion of Victory Day 
of Bangladesh, Bangladesh So-
cial Club Oman had organised the 
“Gulf Exchange Gold Cup” foot-
ball tournament. The tournament, 
kicked off  on 30 December 2022 
at Muscat Club Stadium with the 
participation of eight teams.

Club Chairman Sirajul Hoque 
expressed his satisfaction and 
thanked the teams, players and 
participants for the success of the 
tournament.

F O O T B A L L  T O U R N A M E N T
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MUSCAT: Lexus is off ering luxury 
automotive enthusiasts in Oman 
a perfect opportunity to own the 
2023 Lexus ES with exclusive ben-
efi ts. Service 3 years / 30,000 km 
(whichever is earlier) and 1 year 
free registration.

The campaign ends on 16 Febru-
ary 2023. (Conditions apply. Visit 
any Lexus showroom for details).

The Lexus ES makes a fi ne im-
pression with its stylish and sleek 
exterior, thoughtfully detailed in-
terior and a list of advanced safety 

features and technology. The Lex-
us ES is available with two power-
train options. 

The ES350 is powered by a 
3.5-liter 24-valve V6 engine that
produces 298hp and 36.3 kg-m of 
torque. While the ES250 is pow-
ered by, high-effi  ciency 2.5-liter
16-valve DOHC engine that pro-
duces 204 hp and 24.8 kg-m of 
torque. The two powertrains on
ES350 and ES250 are paired to an
eight-speed direct-shift automatic
transmission. 

The ES is also available as an ES 
hybrid electric model. It has a hy-
brid battery that is available with 
8 years /160,000km warranty and 
is automatically charged either 
by petrol engine or during brak-
ing or decelerating, eliminating 
the need to plug in a power cord. 
Furthermore, it hosts number of 
advanced technologies, yet drives 
like any other conventional car 
and does not require special fuel. 
The ES300h off ers an impressive 
24.1 km/L mileage.

On the other hand the ES350 F 
Sport version, gives a new dimen-
sion to how thrilling driving ex-
periences can be. In addition to a 
thrilling exterior that highlights 
its bold and aggressive personal-
ity, the Lexus ES350 FSPORT has 
features such as a retuned suspen-
sion, 19-inch wheels and tyres, and 
unique aluminium interior trim 
that gives the machine a more dy-
namic look and feel.

Completing the Lexus ES’ dis-

tinct personality is its exquisite 
interior that invites the driver and 
passengers to enjoy a range of ad-
vanced features off ering a refi ned 
cabin experience. 

They include Dual Zone Auto 
Air-conditioning, Voice Recogni-
tion, Power Rear sunshade, Pre-
mium Touchscreen Audio System, 
Android Auto & Apple CarPlay and 
much more. 

Highlighting Lexus’ unrelenting 
focus on safety, the vehicle ensures 
complete peace of mind with an ad-
vanced safety technology package 
that includes Anti-Lock Braking 
System (ABS) / Traction Control 
(TRC) / Brake Assist System (BAS) 
/ Electronic Brakeforce Distribu-
tion (EBD) / Vehicle Stability Con-
trol (VSC) among many others. 

In Oman, every Lexus vehicle 
comes with special benefi ts and 
privileges such as manufacturer’s 
warranty of 4 years/100,000km 
(whichever is earlier) and 24 hours 
on-road assistance from AAA. 

The Lexus ES makes a fi ne impression with

its stylish and sleek exterior, thoughtfully

detailed interior and a list of advanced safety 

features and technology

Bank Muscat invites 

customers to take 

advantage of special 

off ers on home and 

personal fi nance

MUSCAT: In response to the 
positive feedback from custom-
ers, Bank Muscat, the leading fi -
nancial services provider in the 
Sultanate, has invited all custom-
ers to take advantage of the ex-
tension on discounted off ers on 
Baituna and Personal Finance for 
fi rst time borrowers till March 31.

The bank’s special off er featur-
ing highly-competitive interest 
rates starting at just 4.25 percent 
for Baituna home loans and 4.5 
per cent on Personal Loans is 
available to Omani employees 
of government and quasi-gov-
ernment institutions as well as 
Tier 1 companies with salaries of 
OMR500 or more. Also, the bank 
off ers reduced interest rates on 
short term personal loans starting 
at just 4 percent for 12 months.

Bank Muscat is keen to follow 
up on the latest developments in 
the sector to meet the needs of 
customers and address feedback 
on the bank’s various services. 
Customers who wish to benefi t 
from the current off er on Baituna 
home fi nancing can easily apply 
for home fi nance by visiting any 
of the Bank’s Baituna Sales Cen-
tres in Qurm, Maabelah, Barka, 
Sohar, Saham, Sur, Ibra, Nizwa, 
Ibri, Buraimi and Salalah or any 
Bank Muscat branch in Oman. 
Financing up to OMR500,000 
and for a period up to 25 years is 

available to customers to con-
struct or purchase new homes as
well as to buy land for residential
construction. Baituna is one of 
the best home fi nance options in
Oman thanks to its fast process-
ing, documentation and prompt
disbursal of fi nancing.

Similarly, those would like
to apply for personal loans can
visit their nearest Bank Muscat
branch with the required docu-
ments including a salary trans-
fer letter from their employer
and their ID cards. Financing up
toOMR200,000 is available to
customers based on fulfi lment
of the eligibility criteria and the
bank is well known for its speedy 
processing of applications and
loan disbursals.

Bank Muscat off ers a wide
choice of fi nancing products,
considering the diff erent needs of 
customers and as part of its aim
to enhance fi nancial inclusion.

As the leading fi nancial ser-
vices provider in the Sultanate
for the last four decades, Bank
Muscat has the largest banking 
network in Oman with 146 re-
tail banking branches. With over
800 ATMs, CDMs and FFMs and
state-of-the-art Internet and Mo-
bile Banking, customers can meet
the vast majority of their fi nan-
cial needs 24/7 from the ease of 
their homes or offi  ces.

BA I TUNAEnticing offer on 2023 
Lexus ES to end soon
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Bank Nizwa marks 10th anniversary; 
highlights growth strategy, outlook

MUSCAT:  As the fastest-grow-
ing Islamic bank in the country, 
Bank Nizwa has consistently set
new benchmarks and established
itself in the fastest-growing bank
in the country.

To celebrate its decade-long 
success, the bank recently hosted
a distinguished media roundtable
to commemorate its 10th anniver-
sary. The event was attended by re-
nowned journalists from various
media outlets, who were given the
chance to engage in meaningful
discussions with the bank’s Chief 
Executive Offi  ce Khaled Al Kayed
and other top executives from
Bank Nizwa. 

This provided valuable insights

into the bank’s strategies, opera-
tions and plans for the future, fur-
ther solidifying Bank Nizwa’s posi-
tion as a leader in the industry.

During the gathering, Al Kayed
expressed his gratitude for the
support received from customers,
the community and shareholders
over the past decade. He stated,
“Celebrating our 10th anniversary 
is both an exciting and humbling 
experience, as we refl ect on the
numerous achievements of Bank
Nizwa during this time. Our com-
mitment to Islamic fi nance goes
beyond being a prominent player
and industry leader, it allows us to
make a positive impact on people’s
lives and uphold the trust of our

valued customers. At Bank Nizwa, 
we remain dedicated to maintain-
ing the highest standards of excel-
lence, integrity, and transparency, 
values that have been crucial to 
our success.”

Kayed highlighted the remark-
able journey of Bank Nizwa since 
its establishment. He empha-
sised how the bank has strategi-
cally aligned its growth with that 
of conventional banking, while 
also contributing to the overall 

enhancement of the banking eco-
system in Oman. The total market 
share of Bank Nizwa stands at 24 
per cent in the Islamic Banking 
sector according to the Central 
Bank of Oman’s recent report. 
Bank Nizwa has recorded a posi-
tive trajectory of growth as re-
fl ected in its fi nancial results in 
the last quarter of 2022.

As a testament to its progress, 
Bank Nizwa has turned in a com-
mendable fi nancial performance 

by registering a 20 per cent growth
in net profi t. The bank’s total assets
also increased by 6 per cent, reach-
ing OMR1.486 billion in December
2022 from OMR1,405 million in
December 2021. The gross fi nanc-
ing portfolio improved by 10 per
cent to OMR1,242 million, whilst
the total customer deposit portfolio
rose by 7 per cent to OMR1,189 mil-
lion. The bank’s operating income
witnessed a growth of 18 per cent. 

Bank Nizwa has driven signifi -
cant expansion and development
in the Islamic banking sector. The
bank recognises the importance
of maintaining sustainable busi-
ness practices and is focused on
increasing margins through re-
sponsible decision-making. Addi-
tionally, Bank Nizwa is committed
to diversifying its income streams
by exploring new products, clients,
and segments. The bank also plac-
es a strong emphasis on keeping 
its cost-to-income ratio in check
and ensuring that it operates as
effi  ciently as possible. To achieve
these goals, the Islamic institution
is dedicated to continuously moni-
toring its performance and making 
necessary adjustments to drive
growth and success.

Top of form
In addition, Bank Nizwa has
achieved signifi cant growth in
its retail and wholesale busi-
ness and also has showcased its
strong dedication to maintaining 

a people-centric approach and 
spearheading initiatives that add 
value to the lives of its employees 
as well as the community at large. 
The bank’s increased emphasis on 
integrating ESG into operations 
and its unwavering commitment 
to the digitalisation agenda were 
strongly applauded at the event. 
As a bank that has advocated the 
principles of Sharia, Bank Nizwa 
reiterated its keen focus on nur-
turing a knowledge economy that 
is fi nancially conscious, pragmatic 
and reserves a savings mindset. 
The bank was also able to share 
interesting insights and statistics 
from the various Islamic banking 
awareness campaigns it conduct-
ed across several wilayats. 

As the Islamic banking sector 
continues to evolve and expand, 
Bank Nizwa remains at the fore-
front, driving innovation and set-
ting new standards for excellence. 
With a deep understanding of its 
customer’s needs and a steadfast 
commitment to ethical and trans-
parent banking practices, Bank 
Nizwa has become a trailblazer in 
the industry, delivering a range of 
cutting-edge fi nancial products 
and services that are fully aligned 
with Islamic values and principles. 
The bank’s team of knowledgeable 
and experienced professionals is 
dedicated to providing personal-
ised and effi  cient solutions, ensur-
ing customers receive the highest 
level of service and support.

To celebrate its decade-long success, 

the bank recently hosted a distinguished

media roundtable to commemorate its 10th

anniversary. The event provided valuable 

insights into the bank’s strategies, operations 

and plans for the future, further solidifying 

Bank Nizwa’s position as a leader in the 

industry

BankDhofar opens new branch in Nizwa 
MUSCAT: In line with its attempt
to make BankDhofar accessible to 
its customers across the Sultan-
ate, the bank has announced the 
offi  cial opening of Nizwa branch 
in Al Dakhiliya Governorate.

The offi  cial opening ceremony 
was held under the patronage of Saif 
Nasser Al Tiwani, Chairman Oman 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try branch at Al Dakhiliyah Gover-
norate, in the presence of BankDho-
far executive management team. 

On the opening ceremony of 
the branch, Amjad Iqbal Al La-
wati, Chief Retail Banking Of-
fi cer at BankDhofar noted: “We 
are glad to expand our footprint 
in Al Dakhiliya Governorate. The 
launch of Nizwa branch will make
our products and services eas-
ily accessible to our customers
nearby, which will ensure a con-
venient banking experience. We 
plan to further expand our branch 
network to reach more customers 
across the Sultanate.” 

BankDhofar currently has a na-
tionwide network of 71 branches 
and 1 Corporate Centre (60 branch-
es of BankDhofar and 10 branches 
of Maisarah). With its prime loca-
tion which is easily accessible, the 
new branch off ers a wide range of 
services to its customers except for 
cash services. The new branch is de-
signed to provide convenient bank-
ing experience to its customers.

BankDhofar customers may 
access fi nancial services through 
its branches network across the 
Sultanate, in addition to a wide 
network of ATMs, CDMs & FFM 
around the Sultanate that work 
round-the-clock with high effi  -
ciency. For added customer con-
venience, the Bank off ers smart 
banking at the fi ngertips through
its Mobile Banking App. Custom-
ers may conduct a wide range of 
instant mobile banking services 
through the award winning App. 
The services include instant 
transfer 24/7 to any local bank 
account, cardless cash, Instant
International money transfer ser-
vice with Western Union, among 
other services. 

P R I M E  L O C A T I O N

Starcare Hospitals and 

SalamAir join hands 

to provide round air 

tickets at no cost to 

Muscat for patients

MUSCAT: Starcare Hospitals 
and SalamAir will work together 
to serve patients in Oman from 
diff erent countries and diff erent 
parts of Oman with the ‘Starcare 
Health Ticket’ programme.

Starcare Health Ticket pro-
gramme will off er various sur-
gery packages to people who 
want to come to Oman for their 
medical treatment.

The surgery package will also 
cover a two-way air ticket cost 

inclusive to the patient.
Starcare Health Ticket Servic-

es covers high-end surgeries like
bariatric surgery, head & neck
surgery, laser treatments, and
laparoscopic surgeries.

Currently, this service will be
launched in Salalah and peo-
ple who want to travel to Mus-
cat for high-end and advanced
treatments can contact Star-
care Hospitals Al Seeb for fur-
ther guidance.

S T A R C A R E  H E A L T H  T I C K E T  P R O G R A M M E
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