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Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Oman welcomed 22 trade and
investment delegations in 2024,
leading to a notable rise in foreign
direct investments (FDI), which
reached RO26.677bn by the end
of September.

The milestone was announced
during a meeting hosted by Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry and
Investment Promotion in collab-
oration with Foreign Ministry.
The gathering brought together
ambassadors and heads of diplo-
matic missions accredited to
Oman to discuss strategies for
enhancing foreign investment.

H E Qais bin Mohammed al
Yousef, Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion, emphasised the importance
of leveraging the country’s in-
vestment opportunities. Discus-
sions focused on incentives and
potential investments in key sec-

tors, including manufacturing,
food security and pharmaceuti-
cals, which now account for 50%
of total FDI in Oman.

Discussions included strate-

gies to encourage investors from
friendly nations, highlighting
Oman’s economic advantages
and fostering strong investment
partnerships. A key objective was

to streamline communication be-
tween diplomatic missions and
relevant Omani entities.

H E Ibtisam Ahmed Said al Fa-
rooji, Undersecretary for Invest-

ment Promotion, highlighted the
role of diplomatic missions in at-
tracting investors and promoting
Omani products abroad. “This
meeting serves as a platform to

review Oman’s incentives and
strengthen international invest-
ment partnerships.” 

She also commended the For-
eign Ministry for its effective co-

ordination, which has bolstered
economic cooperation and trade
relations between Oman and its
international partners. The meet-
ing reaffirmed the sultanate’s
commitment to attracting global
investment and advancing its
economic diversification goals.

H E Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali al
Harthy, Undersecretary for Polit-
ical Affairs in Foreign Ministry,
outlined Oman’s achievements in
economic and investment coop-
eration. “Economic diplomacy
plays a crucial role in attracting
FDI and expanding Omani ex-
ports globally.”

He added that Omani em-
bassies worldwide continue to
play a crucial role in supporting
investment efforts and facilitating
access to foreign markets. He as-
sured that his ministry would
continue working with relevant
bodies to drive economic growth
and enhance Oman’s standing as
an investment destination.
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Ministry of Health (MoH) has
signed an agreement to establish
the National Rehabilitation Cen-
tre funded by Sheikh Mohammed
bin Saud Bahwan. To be built in
South Batinah, the facility will
provide specialised rehabilitation
and healthcare services for adults
and children alike.

The agreement was signed by
H E Dr Hilal al Sabti, Minister of
Health, and Sheikh Bahwan.

Dr Abdullah bin Hamoud al
Harthi, International Relations
Advisor at Minister of Health's
Office, said the centre will be the
first of its kind in Oman, linking
healthcare and community insti-
tutions to rehabilitate individuals
recovering from accidents, sports
injuries and other conditions.
"The centre will also connect with
major healthcare institutions, in-

cluding Medical City Hospital for
Military and Medical Services
and University Medical City. It is
expected to offer advanced reha-
bilitation services using the latest
technologies and practices, im-

proving quality of life and sup-
porting patients' reintegration
into society."

The centre will provide spe-
cialised services, including neuro-
logical rehabilitation, burn and

muscle recovery, and cardiopul-
monary rehabilitation, along with
other comprehensive treatments.

Dr Ali bin Abdulhussain al
Lawati, Advisor for Engineering
Affairs at Minister of Health’s Of-
fice, said the project is part of a
healthcare complex in South Bati-
nah. "Health projects in this com-
plex cover 700,000sqm, wi-th
the rehabilitation centre forming
a key part. The facility will house
specialised departments for
physical therapy, occupational
therapy, speech and language
therapy, and prosthetics, in addi-
tion to administrative divisions, a
training and research centre,
workshops and storage facilities."

Ahmed bin Muslim al Rawas,
Assistant President for Adminis-
trative Affairs and Human Re-
sources at Medical City Hospital
for Military and Medical Services,
said the centre reflects Oman’s
commitment to strengthening

partnership among healthcare in-
stitutions. "This integration will
improve service quality, ensuring
patients receive timely and effec-
tive rehabilitation, while also min-
imising service gaps."

Thakiya bint Said al Noobi, Se-
nior Specialist in Prosthetics and
Orthopaedics at Al Khoula Hos-
pital, stated that the centre will
operate under unified frame-
works, policies and evidence-
based protocols for diagnosis,
treatment and rehabilitation. "It
will also serve as a research and
academic hub to enhance human
resource development in rehabil-
itation services."

She added that specialised te-
ams, including rehabilitation doc-
tors, neurologists, neurosurge-
ons, general practitioners, thera-
pists, nursing professionals, and
prosthetics and orthotics experts,
will work together to support pa-
tients' reintegration into society.

Economic 
diplomacy plays a
crucial role in 
attracting FDI and
expanding Omani
exports globally
H E SHEIKH KHALIFA 
BIN ALI AL HARTHY

It will be the first of its kind in Oman, 
linking healthcare and community 
institutions to rehabilitate individuals 
recovering from accidents, sports injuries
and other conditions
DR ABDULLAH BIN HAMOUD AL HARTHI

Diplomatic missions key in attracting FDI 

Pact signed for National Rehabilitation
Centre to be built in South Batinah 
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Oman has condemned Israel's
military actions in Syria, urging
the international community to
take swift and decisive measures
to prevent further escalation in
the region.

In a statement, the Foreign
Ministry expressed strong disap-
proval of Israel's airstrikes on
Daraa, which it described as an-
other violation of Syrian territorial
sovereignty. The ministry called
on global powers to act immedi-
ately to deter Israel and halt its
continued breaches of interna-
tional law, which contribute to
growing regional tensions and in-
stability.

Oman also condemned Is-
rael’s deadly airstrikes on Gaza,
which killed more than 400
Palestinians on Tuesday. The at-

tacks came amidst stalled efforts
to implement the second phase
of a peace agreement and ongo-
ing talks to uphold a fragile
ceasefire.

In the statement, the ministry
said, ‘These ongoing attacks agai-
nst the Palestinian people are a
clear violation not only of the cea-
sefire agreement signed in Jan-
uary but also of all international
norms and humanitarian law.’

Oman condemns Israeli
strikes in Syria, calls 
for immediate action

Geneva, Switzerland - The an-
nual average global mean tem-
perature in 2024 was 1.55°C
above the 1850–1900 average –
the warmest year in the 175-year
observational record, beating the
previous record set only the year
before, the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) said in its
annual climate report on
Wednesday.

Record greenhouse gas levels
helped bring temperatures to an
all-time high in 2024, accelerat-
ing glacier and sea ice loss, rais-
ing sea levels and edging the
world closer to a key warming
threshold, the UN weather body
said. 

Countries agreed in the 2015
Paris Agreement to strive to limit

temperature increases to within
1.5°C above the 1850-1900 aver-
age.

Preliminary estimates put the
current long-term average in-
crease at between 1.34-1.41°C,

closing in on but not yet exceed-
ing the Paris threshold, the WMO
said.

"One thing to point out very
clearly is that one single year
above 1.5° doesn't mean that the

level mentioned in the Paris
agreement had been formally ex-
ceeded," said John Kennedy,
WMO's scientific coordinator
and lead author of the report.

But uncertainty ranges in the

data mean that it cannot be ruled
out, he said during a briefing.

The report said other factors
could also have driven global
temperature rises last year, in-
cluding changes in the solar
cycle, a massive volcanic erup-
tion and a decrease in cooling
aerosols.

While a small number of re-
gions saw temperatures fall, ex-
treme weather wreaked havoc
across the globe, with droughts
causing food shortages and
floods and wildfires forcing the
displacement of 800,000 peo-
ple, the highest since records
began in 2008.

Ocean heat also reached its
highest on record and the rate of
warming is accelerating, with ris-

ing ocean CO2 concentrations
also driving up acidification lev-
els.Glaciers and sea ice continued
to melt at a rapid rate, which in
turn pushed sea levels to a new
high. From 2015 to 2024, sea lev-
els have risen by an average of
4.7mm a year, compared to
2.1mm from 1993 to 2002,
WMO data showed.

Kennedy also warned of the
long-term implications of melting
ice in Arctic and Antarctic re-
gions.

"Changes in those regions po-
tentially can affect the kind of
overall circulation of the oceans,
which affect climate around the
world," he said. "What happens
in the poles doesn't necessarily
stay at the poles."

2024 warmest year, breaks 175-year global heat record
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Bahla potter Mohammed al
Qamshoui uses 3D printing
to make traditional pottery

13

FOREIGN INVESTMENT RISES TO RO26.7BN; MANUFACTURING, FOOD SECURITY AND PHARMACEUTICALS ACCOUNT FOR 50% FDI

The Foreign 
Ministry’s effective
coordination has
bolstered economic
cooperation and
trade relations
H E IBTISAM AHMED 
SAID AL FAROOJI

Foreign Ministry
urged global 
powers to act 
immediately to deter
Israel and halt its
continued breaches
of international law,
which contribute to
growing regional
tensions 

Trump, Putin agree on 
30-day energy infrastructure
ceasefire
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Ramadan is a time of spiritual re-
flection and discipline for Mus-
lims worldwide, but in Oman, a
growing number of non-Muslims
are also observing the fast - not
just as a gesture of solidarity with
their Muslim colleagues, friends
and neighbours, but also for
health reasons. 

For some, fasting started as an
experiment, but soon, the physi-
cal and mental benefits became
evident. Sharing his experience, N
R Narayan, Director of Al Ghait al
Kabir Trading and Investments,
said, “I was introduced to this tra-
dition by a couple of my Omani
friends who graciously guided me
through the practice. I have been
observing the Ramadan fast since
1998. Since then, I have missed
the fast only twice - once in 2015
while travelling and in 2024
when my mother passed away.” 

Asked how he benefits from
fasting, Narayan said, “I reflect on
the discipline it instils, the re-
silience it nurtures and the
willpower it strengthens. For me,
fasting transcends the mere act
of abstaining from food; it is a
journey of inner fortitude and
spiritual reflection. It is a test of
the body, a triumph of the mind
and nourishment of the soul.”

But fasting comes with chal-
lenges, especially for first-timers
who often experience dizziness,
fatigue and headaches in the ini-
tial days. Travel industry profes-
sional David D’Souza said, “The
first three days were tough. I felt
lightheaded, and by noon, I just
wanted to sleep. But by the end
of the first week, my body ad-
justed and I felt much better. I lost
nearly 2kg in the first three
weeks. More than that, my en-
ergy levels stabilised and my

mind felt sharper.” He added that
whether for health seasons, in
solidarity with Muslim brethren
or for self-discipline, “the experi-
ence has been beneficial for me”.

Medical experts agree that in-
termittent fasting, such as that
practised in Ramadan, can lead to
significant health improvements.
Psychotherapist Nandhini Nan-

dakumar highlighted the psycho-
logical benefits as well. “Many
non-Muslims who fast report a
sense of calmness and emotional
balance. The discipline required
to control hunger also translates
into better self-control in daily
life. Fasting is not just about food;
it is about mastering the mind.” 

Weight loss is a noticeable ef-
fect with fasting helping manage
health conditions. “I have been
struggling with high blood sugar
levels for years. After fasting this
Ramadan, I noticed a significant
drop in my glucose levels. My
doctor told me it’s the best thing
I could have done,” Nandhini said.

For many others, the emo-
tional and social impacts of fast-
ing are profound. Sharing iftar
meals with Muslim colleagues
and experiencing the communal
spirit of Ramadan builds deeper
bonds and a sense of inclusion.
“It’s a beautiful experience,” said
Santosh Kumar, an AC mechanic.
“It makes me appreciate the dis-
cipline and patience of those who
fast every year. I fast for 15 days
and it makes me happy.”

Being a resident of Oman for
15 years, accounts professional
Avdhesh Joshi wanted to experi-
ence a sense of fellowship with
his colleagues during Ramadan.
“The communal iftars make it all
worthwhile.”
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Fajr

4.56am
Duhr

12.19pm
Asr

3.45pm
Maghrib
6.23pm

Isha
7.33pm

Muscat - Ramadan is a time for reflection,
prayer and forgiveness. It is a month that
helps us strengthen our faith, prac-
tise self-discipline and grow spi-
ritually. Islamic scholar Hatim
Abdul Salem explains some
key concepts in simple terms -

WEEK 3
Itikaf is a form of spiritual

seclusion observed during the
last ten days of Ramadan. ‘Itikaf’ means to
isolate oneself and it involves withdrawing
from worldly affairs to focus entirely on
worship, prayer and seeking Allah’s bless-

ings. It is performed in a mosque, where
individuals spend their time in deep devo-

tion, detaching from all distractions
to strengthen their connection

with Allah. 
The last ten days of Ra-

madan are considered the
most sacred, as they include

Laylatul Qadr (The Night of
Power) - a night described in
the Quran as being better than

a thousand months. Muslims engage in
constant worship, recitation of the Quran
and supplication, seeking forgiveness and
divine mercy. Itikaf is a highly recom-

mended sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH)
and those who observe it are promised
immense spiritual rewards. It allows indi-
viduals to purify their hearts, renew their
faith and increase their devotion to Allah.

Itikaf can be observed for one day, mul-
tiple days or the last ten days of Ramadan.
Those performing itikaf should:
� Stay in the mosque throughout the pe-

riod, avoiding unnecessary communica-
tion with the outside world

� Spend time in prayer, Quran recitation
and self-reflection

� Eat and sleep in the mosque, ensuring
their focus remains solely on Allah

� Seek Laylatul Qadr, hoping to receive
divine blessings and forgiveness.

Itikaf: A sacred seclusion in last 10 days of Ramadan
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It makes me 
appreciate the 
discipline and 
patience of those 
who fast every year. 
I fast for 15 days and it
makes me happy
SANTOSH KUMAR

Non-Muslims embrace
spirit of Ramadan

Muscat launches
awareness 
campaign to curb
food waste
Muscat - Muscat Governor’s Of-
fice has launched a multilingual
awareness campaign titled ‘Take
just what you need’ to promote
food conservation and reduce
waste. The initiative aims to en-
courage people to buy or prepare
only the amount of food they
need, minimising excess food
going to landfills.

Authorities highlighted the en-
vironmental impact of food
waste, stating that large quanti-
ties of discarded food not only
end up in landfills but also de-
compose, emitting odours that
inconvenience nearby residents
and attract insects and
mosquitoes. ‘Food waste in-
creases workload for cleaners
and requires additional resources
to manage waste disposal and
pollution,’ the office stated.

The campaign seeks to spread
key messages on responsible
consumption, including gratitude
for food, valuing resources and
supporting those in need instead
of wasting. ‘Through these initia-
tives, Muscat Governorate
hopes to promote a sense of re-
sponsibility within the commu-
nity and encourage appreciation
for the blessings we have,’ it
added.

Hatim Abdul Salem

(Supplied photo)
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Dakhliyah sees 32.94% rise in tourists
Our correspondent
Nizwa 

The number of visitors to her-
itage and tourist sites in
Dakhliyah governorate rose to
415,081 in 2024, a 32.94% in-
crease from 312,243 in 2023, ac-
cording to the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism. Among
the key attractions, Al Hoota
Cave recorded 39,981 visitors
last year.

The rise in the tourist num-
bers is attributed to the increas-
ing role of heritage and tourism
neighbourhoods such as Harat al
Aqar in Nizwa and Harat al Ain
in Izki, along with the popularity

of destinations like Jabal Akhdar,
Jabal Sharqi and Misfat al Abriy-
een in Al Hamra.

Ahlam Hamad al Qasabi, Di-
rector of the Heritage and

Tourism Department in
Dakhliyah, said the region is
home to 63 castles and forts,
with major landmarks including
Nizwa Fort, Jabreen Castle, Bahla

Fort and Bait al Rudaydah Castle
being actively invested in. Samail
Fort has also been offered for pri-
vate sector investment.

By the end of 2024, the gov-

ernorate had 158 hotel estab-
lishments, including hotels,
camps, hotel apartments, rest
houses, guesthouses, and her-
itage and green inns, offering

around 2,636 rooms.
Qasabi noted that investment

in historical landmarks aligns
with the ministry’s efforts to pre-
serve cultural heritage and en-
sure its sustainability. 

“This includes creating direct
and indirect job opportunities,
empowering the private sector-
especially small and medium en-
terprises and local artisans- and
providing marketing outlets for
craftsmen to enrich local tourism
and revitalise cultural heritage
sites.”

Adventure tourism and sea-
sonal agricultural experiences,
such as the pomegranate, rose,
and peach harvests in Jabal

Akhdar, are among the key at-
tractions drawing visitors. Devel-
oped traditional neighbourhoods
showcasing Omani culture, in-
cluding pottery and silverware
craftsmanship, also continue to
attract tourists.

The Department of Heritage
and Tourism is facilitating
tourism licensing processes and
organising year-round events. 

“Planned initiatives include
the Rose Pathway in Jabal
Akhdar and the restoration of
several historic landmarks and
mosques to preserve the region’s
cultural legacy and enhance its
appeal as a tourist destination,”
Qasabi said.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman is showcasing its tourism
sector at the Moscow Interna-
tional Travel and Tourism Exhibi-
tion (MITT), which began on
Tuesday with the participation of
ten Omani tourism companies. 

The three-day event, one of
the largest in Russia and Eastern
Europe, brings together tourism
professionals from around the
world to explore industry devel-
opments and expand business
networks.

Haitham bin Mohammed al
Ghassani, Director General of
Tourism Promotion at the Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism,
emphasised the significance of
Oman’s participation in global
tourism exhibitions. “The Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism
aims to enhance Oman’s pres-
ence at major international plat-

forms like MITT, presenting the
latest developments in our
tourism sector and fostering col-
laboration with international
tourism companies,” he said.

MITT serves as a key platform
for international partnerships,
connecting travel agencies, air-
lines, hotels, and service
providers. It also features semi-
nars and workshops on emerging
tourism trends and innovations.

Oman’s pavilion at the exhibi-

tion highlights the country’s rich
cultural heritage through ad-
vanced technology, offering an
interactive experience for visi-
tors. The pavilion aims to attract
global industry players and
strengthen Oman’s position in
international tourism markets.

The ministry’s objectives in-
clude increasing Oman’s visibil-
ity, promoting key attractions,
and discussing opportunities to
attract more international visi-
tors. The exhibition also provides
a platform for small and medium
enterprises in Oman’s tourism
sector to connect with major
global companies. Its participa-
tion focuses on promoting luxury,
adventure, sustainable and well-
ness tourism. Meetings with in-
ternational airlines and tourism
companies, as well as media en-
gagements, are expected to play
a crucial role in advancing the
country’s tourism goals.

OCCI Musandam hosts discussion on civic
councils’ role in society and development
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

The Musandam branch of the
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) on Tuesday
hosted a Ramadan Evening titled
‘Municipal Councils and Their
Role in Society and Develop-
ment’.

The event, held under the pa-
tronage of Sayyid Ibrahim bin
Said al Busaidi, Governor of Mu-
sandam, was attended by Raed
bin Mohammed al Shehhi, Chair-
man of the OCCI Musandam
branch. Discussions focused on
the role of municipal councils in
fostering local development and
strengthening community part-
nerships.

The session explored the
councils’ responsibilities, includ-
ing infrastructure development
and their role as intermediaries
between citizens and the govern-
ment to improve local services.
Participants also highlighted the
councils' involvement in planning
and executing projects aimed at
enhancing the business environ-

ment and driving economic
growth in Musandam.

Emphasis was placed on part-
nerships between municipal
councils and the local commu-
nity, along with strategies to en-
hance communication between
councils and business owners to
identify development priorities.
The event also reviewed several

strategic and municipal projects
that have improved infrastructure
and boosted the local economy.
The discussion underscored the
role of the private sector in the
success of upcoming municipal
projects, which are expected to
contribute to economic diversifi-
cation and sustainability.

Sayyid Ibrahim said, “This Ra-
madan Evening is part of broader
efforts to foster community
communication and create a
space for constructive dialogue.
Such gatherings are essential for
exchanging ideas and visions on
how to advance the governorate
and stimulate collaboration be-
tween the public and private sec-
tors, contributing to sustainable
development.”
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH, Muscat, hereby
give notice of tenders for the following projects

Tender 
No.

Tender  Last day to 
purchase tender

documents

Last date 
of tender 

submission

3/2025 05/04/2025

05/04/2025

Construction and Maintenance 14/04/2025

RE-TENDER
29/2024 Construction and Maintenance 14/04/2025

RE-TENDER
30/2024 Construction and Maintenance 14/04/202505/04/2025

Rennovation /Maintenance Works In Qurayat Sports Hall

Design and Build Contract of Asphalt Roads and Allied
Works in Camel Race Track at Bidiyah in North 

Sharqiya Governorate

RE-TENDER
31/2024 Construction and Maintenance 14/04/202505/04/2025

RE-TENDER
38/2024 Construction and Maintenance 14/04/202505/04/2025Design and Build Contract of Synthetic Turf Footbal

Court, Grand Stand and Administration Block 
at Haima in Al Wusta Governorate

RE-TENDER
1/2025 Services 14/04/202505/04/2025Almanthora Alhasanah of Biography of Oman Scholars

RE-TENDER
2/2025

Services 14/04/202505/04/2025Jawabat Abu Said Al Kudami 

Project Category   

Design and Build Contract of Camel Race Track, 
Fencing and Gates Including Temporary Stable, Test

Room, Store and Media Rest Room With Shaded
Carpark at Bidiyah in North Sharqiya Governorate

Design and Build Contract of Camel Race Track, 
Fencing and Gates Including Temporary Stable, Test

Room, Store and Media Rest Room with Shaded
Carpark at Mudaibi In North Sharqiya Governorate

Sultanate highlights tourism 
potential at Moscow fair

Oman’s objectives
are to increase its
visibility, promote
key attractions, and
opportunities to 
attract more inter-
national visitors

The region is home
to 63 castles and
forts, with major
landmarks 
including Nizwa
Fort, Jabreen Castle,
Bahla Fort and Bait
al Rudaydah Castle 
AHLAM HAMAD AL QASABI
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Artificial Intelligence (AI) re-
mains a top priority for business
leaders worldwide in 2025, with
a strong focus on achieving tan-
gible results from AI initiatives.
According to the latest findings
from Boston Consulting Group
(BCG)’s AI Radar global survey,
one in three companies globally
plans to allocate over $25mn to
AI this year, while in the GCC,
one in four companies is set to
make a similar level of invest-
ment.

The survey, which includes
input from 1,803 C-level execu-
tives across 19 markets and 12 in-
dustries, highlights widespread
optimism about AI’s potential,
tempered by significant chal-
lenges in realising its full value.

Leading companies in the GCC
are focusing their AI investments
on two strategic priorities: re-
shaping core business functions

and creating entirely new AI-
powered business models. Re-
shaping involves fundamentally
transforming existing operations
for greater efficiency, while new
business models enable offerings
that were not possible before AI.

This strategic approach is re-
flected in the fact that 81% of
GCC companies plan to increase
technology investments in 2025,
and 72% rank AI/GenAI as a
top-three strategic priority. At the
country level, 88% of executives
in Qatar, 72% in the UAE, and

69% in Saudi Arabia rank
AI/GenAI among their top three
strategic priorities, compared to
a global average of 73%.

In the GCC, 66% of executives
expect AI to boost productivity;
however, they acknowledge that
more needs to be done to ensure
that the current workforce is pre-
pared to meet AI demands.
Overall, the region’s positive out-
look on workforce retention
stands out as a key survey find-
ing, with only 7% of executives in
the Middle East anticipating job

reductions due to AI automation
– an even lower percentage than
the global average of 8%.

The GCC’s efforts also em-
phasise practical AI applications
rather than limited experimenta-
tion. To successfully implement
AI, the region’s organisations are
increasingly adopting the “10-20-
70 principle” – a proven frame-
work for AI value creation. This
approach dedicates 10% of ef-
forts to algorithms, 20% to data
and technology, and 70% to peo-
ple, processes, and cultural trans-
formation.

While the GCC leads in AI
adoption, regional executives are
also keenly aware of the risks of
scaling AI. Data privacy and se-
curity, lack of control over AI de-
cision-making processes, and
regulatory challenges are top
concerns for regional executives,
aligning closely with global risk
perceptions. Addressing these
concerns is crucial to ensuring
AI’s practical adoption.

1 in 4 GCC companies plan to spend
over $25mn on AI in 2025: Survey

London, UK – Oil prices again fell
on Wednesday after a nearly 1%
drop in the previous session, as a
US-Russia agreement on a 30-
day ceasefire in Ukraine’s energy
sector and rising crude invento-
ries heightened oversupply con-
cerns.

Investors were also exercising
caution as the US Federal Re-
serve meeting was underway,
where the central bank was ex-
pected to keep rates unchanged
on Wednesday.

Brent oil future expiring in
May fell 0.4% to $70.25 per bar-
rel as of 02:05 GMT), while
West Texas Intermediate or
WTI also dropped 0.4% to
$66.48 per barrel.

Both contracts ended had
risen sharply in early trade on
Tuesday after Middle East ten-
sions escalated, but closed
nearly 1% lower after the tempo-

rary peace measures in Ukraine.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin has agreed to a 30-day
cessation of attacks on Ukrainian
energy infrastructure, following a
proposal by US President Donald
Trump. 

This agreement aims to de-
escalate tensions and protect

critical energy assets in Ukraine,
marking a potential step toward
broader peace negotiations.

This temporary truce has in-
troduced new dynamics into the
global oil market, particularly
concerning supply expectations. 

If US-Russia peace talks on
Ukraine succeed, Washington
could ease certain sanctions on
Russian energy exports, either by
relaxing restrictions on oil trade
or allowing more exemptions for
buyers. This would enable Russia
to increase crude and refined
product shipments.

Such prospects contribute to
existing concerns about an over-
supplied oil market, especially as
other factors, like plans by
OPEC+ to unwind production
cuts starting in April, are already
expected to add to global crude
supplies.
(Source: Investing.com)

Oil prices extend losses as
Russia-Ukraine energy truce
sparks oversupply worries

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A
l Zain Farm LLC has established it-
self as a leading and trusted name
in Oman’s poultry industry.
Known for its commitment to
quality, safety, and innovation, Al

Zain recently won Oman’s Most Trusted Brand
Award in the Poultry Products (Chicken) cate-
gory. In this exclusive interview, Shabbir
Boriyawala, Chairman of Al Zain Farm LLC,
shared insights into the company’s journey, the
core values that define its success, and the
unique factors that set it apart from competitors.
He discussed Al Zain’s rigorous quality and
safety standards, and strategic expansion be-
yond poultry into other premium food products.
Boriyawala also outlined Al Zain’s vision for fu-
ture growth and expansion in Oman and the
wider GCC region.

Can you share the journey of Al Zain Farm LLC
and its evolution into one of the most trusted
poultry brands in Oman?
Al Zain Farm LLC has grown from a humble
poultry operation into one of Oman’s most
trusted and recognised poultry brands. With
over ten years of experience in the industry, we
have consistently focused on producing high-
quality, fresh, and nutritious chicken for Omani
consumers. Our commitment to excellence, cou-
pled with state-of-the-art farming practices, has
enabled us to earn the trust of households, busi-
nesses, and institutions across the country. Being
recognised as Oman’s Most Trusted Brand in the
Chicken Category is a testament to our dedica-
tion to quality and consumer satisfaction.

What core values and principles have been piv-
otal in shaping Al Zain’s reputation for quality
and reliability?
Our brand is built on a foundation of integrity,
quality, and sustainability. We prioritise the
health and well-being of our birds, ensuring they
are raised in highly controlled, bio-secure envi-
ronments. We also maintain strict quality control
measures at every stage of production, from
hatchery to processing. Al Zain proudly holds
HACCP, ISO 22000, and Halal certifications,
which reflect our commitment to maintaining
the highest standards of food safety, hygiene,
and ethical production. These certifications re-
inforce our promise to deliver only the best-qual-
ity poultry to our consumers.

What sets Al Zain apart from other poultry pro-
ducers in Oman, and how does the brand main-
tain its competitive edge?
What sets Al Zain apart from other poultry pro-
ducers in Oman is our unique focus on freshness,
taste, and nutrition. Unlike imported poultry, our
products are delivered fresh daily, ensuring supe-
rior quality. Additionally, Al Zain is the only pro-
ducer of tender chicken in Oman, offering an
exceptionally juicy and flavourful product that is
unmatched in the market. Our strict biosecurity
protocols and advanced production facilities fur-
ther strengthen our position as an industry leader.

How does Al Zain maintain the highest stan-
dards of quality and safety in its poultry prod-
ucts, and how important is consumer feedback
in ensuring this trust?
Quality and food safety are non-negotiable at Al
Zain. We adhere to internationally recognised
quality and safety standards, ensuring that every
product meets stringent hygiene and freshness
criteria. Our HACCP and ISO 22000 certifica-
tions reflect our unwavering commitment to
food safety management and risk control. Con-

sumer feedback plays a crucial role in our oper-
ations, allowing us to continuously improve and
innovate based on evolving customer prefer-
ences and market demands.

Can you highlight some recent innovations or
new products that Al Zain has introduced to
stay ahead of consumer trends in the poultry 
industry?
Al Zain is committed to staying ahead of con-
sumer trends through continuous innovation.

Recently, we introduced whole frozen tender
chicken, catering to different customer 
needs.

Beyond poultry, Al Zain has expanded into
premium-quality food products to meet the
evolving needs of consumers. We now offer
finest sourced French fries and a diverse potato
range, ensuring premium taste and quality. We
also offer a variety of frozen vegetables, care-
fully selected to retain maximum freshness and
nutrients. Our upcoming dairy offerings will in-

clude pure ghee, butter, and margarine, which
will soon be available to provide consumers with
high-quality cooking essentials.

This strategic expansion allows Al Zain to
broaden its product portfolio while maintaining
the same high standards of quality and trust that
consumers expect from our brand.

How does Al Zain connect with its customers
to ensure brand loyalty and satisfaction with
every product?
We believe in building strong relationships with
our consumers. In addition to engaging with
customers through social media platforms, retail
activations, and direct interactions, Al Zain has
established Al Zain Food Express outlets. These
outlets serve as experience centers where cus-
tomers can taste our products, explore our
range of offerings, and enjoy freshly prepared
poultry-based meals. This direct engagement
allows us to receive valuable consumer feed-
back while reinforcing brand trust and loyalty.

How does Al Zain approach sustainability, par-
ticularly in terms of animal welfare and its en-
vironmental impact?
Sustainability is at the core of our operations. Al
Zain follows ethical poultry farming practices,
ensuring the highest standards of animal wel-
fare. We are also committed to reducing our en-
vironmental footprint and have taken a major
step towards sustainability by installing a
3.5MW solar power plant at our facilities. This
initiative significantly reduces our reliance on
conventional energy sources, promoting a
cleaner and greener environment. Additionally,
we actively contribute to the local economy by
creating jobs and supporting community 
initiatives.

What exciting developments can we expect
from Al Zain in the coming years, and how do
you plan to expand your presence beyond
Oman?
Al Zain is actively working on expanding its
presence beyond Oman. We are exploring re-
gional markets while maintaining our strong
foothold in the local poultry industry. Our goal
is to continue innovating and diversifying our
product range to meet the evolving needs of
modern consumers. Furthermore, Al Zain as-
pires to become a leader in the food industry,
not just in Oman but across the entire GCC 
region.

What is Al Zain’s long-term vision, and how
does it align with broader trends in Oman’s
food and agriculture sector, especially as the
brand continues to lead in the poultry market?
Our long-term vision aligns with Oman’s food
security and agricultural sustainability goals. As
we continue to lead the poultry market, we re-
main committed to investing in cutting-edge
technologies, expanding production capacities,
and enhancing our product portfolio. We aim to
be a benchmark for quality and trust in the re-
gion’s food industry, ensuring that Al Zain re-
mains the first choice for consumers across the
GCC.

INTERVIEW

AL ZAIN FARM
WINNER: POULTRY PRODUCTS (CHICKEN)

Al Zain is actively working on expanding its presence beyond Oman.
We are exploring regional markets while maintaining our strong
foothold in the local poultry industry. Our goal is to continue 
innovating and diversifying our product range to meet the evolving
needs of modern consumers
SHABBIR BORIYAWALA, 
CHAIRMAN OF AL ZAIN FARM LLC

Raising the bar in
Oman’s poultry industry

AL ZAIN FARM
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Fitch cuts world growth forecast
amid US imposed trade war
New Delhi, India – US President
Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs
have started a global trade war
and it will reduce not only the
growth of the United States (US)
and the world but also push up
inflation and delay Federal Re-
serve rate cuts in US according to
a report by Fitch Ratings.

The rating agency has cut the
growth forecast of US to 1.7%
from 2.1% in its December 2024
Global Economic Outlook (GEO)
and the growth forecast for 2026
was cut to 1.5% from 1.7%.
These rates are well below the
trend if we compare it with al-
most 3% annual growth in 2023
and 2024. 

Fitch says fiscal easing in
China and Germany will cushion
the impact of higher US import
tariffs, but this year growth in the
Eurozone will still be a lot weaker
than its forecast of December
GEO. Mexico and Canada will
experience technical recessions
given the scale of their US trade
exposures. Fitch Ratings has cut
Mexico and Canada annual 2025
forecasts by 1.1pp and 0.7pp re-
spectively. 

It says the average world
growth will slow to 2.3% this
year, well below the trend and
down from 2.9% in 2024. This is
a downward revision of 0.3 per-
centage point and reflects broad-
based reductions in developed
and emerging economies. World
growth will remain weak at 2.2%
in 2026. 

Fitch Ratings says "The size,
speed, and breadth of US tariff
hike announcements since Jan-
uary is staggering." The effective
tariff rate (ETR) of US has risen

to 8.5% from 2.3% in 2024 and
is likely to rise further.

Fitch estimates an effective
US tariff rate of 15% on Europe,
Canada, Mexico, and others in
2025, and 35% on China. This
will push the US ETR to 18% this
year before moderating to 16%
next year as the ETR on Canada

and Mexico falls to 10%. This
would be highest rate for 90
years. 

Fitch Ratings said, "There is
huge uncertainty about how far
the US will go and our assump-
tions could be too harsh. But
there are also risks of a larger tar-
iff shock including from an esca-

lating global trade war. More-
over, the US administration has
set out an import substitution
agenda - aimed at boosting US
manufacturing and reducing the
trade deficit - which it believes
can be achieved with higher tar-
iffs."

According to Fitch, tariff hikes
will also impact US negatively, it
will result in higher US consumer
prices, reduce real wages, and in-
crease companies' costs, and the
surge in policy uncertainty will
take a toll on business invest-
ment. Retaliatory tariffs will hit
US exporters. Export-oriented

global manufacturers in East
Asia and Europe also will be af-
fected. 

Fitch calculation suggests tar-
iff increases will reduce GDP by
about 1% in the US, China, and
Europe by 2026. 

The tariff shock is estimated
to add 1% to US near-term infla-
tion, and the Fed will delay fur-
ther easing until Q4 2025. Fitch
believes that now Fed will cut
rate just once this year, but it
may go for three more cuts in
2026 as the economy slows and
tariff levels stabilise.
ANI

Fitch Ratings says the average world
growth will slow to 2.3% this year, well
below the trend and down from 2.9% in
2024. World growth will remain weak
at 2.2% in 2026

SITUATION VACANT

CONTACT US: 
DPHROMAN@YAHOO.COM

We are seeking an experienced 
Pharmaceutical-Grade Warehouse Design 

Consultant in Muscat to lead the planning, design,
and optimization of a state-of-the-art 

pharmaceutical storage facility as per the GDP and
GWP guidelines having area approx. 15000 sq. meter
in the capital. The ideal company will have expertise

in warehouse layout, regulatory compliance, and 
efficient logistics to ensure the facility meets industry
standards for storage, handling, and distribution of

pharmaceutical products.

Fitch Ratings has cut the growth forecast of US to 1.7% from 2.1% in its December 2024

Ambar Warrick

Gold prices rose slightly to a new
record high in Asian trade on
Wednesday, as safe haven de-
mand remained underpinned by
renewed geopolitical ructions in
the Middle East and concerns
over trade tariffs.

Investors also remained
largely risk-averse before the
conclusion of a Federal Reserve
meeting later on Wednesday,
which was expected to offer
more insight into the US econ-
omy. 

The yellow metal rose sharply
over the past week as risk ap-
petite was undermined by US.
President Donald Trump contin-
uing to threaten higher trade tar-
iffs, while fears of a US recession
grew. The dollar fell on this no-
tion, lending gold more strength.

Spot gold rose 0.1% to a
record high of $3,039.0 an
ounce, while gold futures expir-
ing in May rose 0.1% to a peak of
$3,046.12 an ounce. 

A Bank of Japan meeting
yielded few changes on
Wednesday, while the Bank of
England is expected to keep rates
unchanged later in the day.

Gold hit a record high on
Tuesday after the Israel-Hamas
ceasefire collapsed, pointing to
heightened tensions in the Mid-
dle East. Middling progress in
Russia-Ukraine ceasefire discus-
sions also aided haven demand. 

The Fed was widely expected
to keep interest rates unchanged
at 4.5% after the conclusion of a
meeting later on Wednesday,
amid persistent uncertainty over
the US economy under Trump. 

Officials have repeatedly
flagged uncertainty over the
near-term economic outlook as
Trump enacts his agenda, with
limited scope for any further re-
ductions in interest rates in the
near-term. The Fed is also set to
release its updated summary of
economic projections, offering
more insight into the central
bank’s expectations for the US
economy under Trump.

Trump’s trade tariffs- espe-
cially his flip-flopping on mea-
sures against Canada and
Mexico- sparked increased un-
certainty over the US economic
outlook. The US President has
warned that he will impose even
higher tariffs in early-April.
(Source: Investing.com)

Gold hits record
high as haven 
demand grows

Daniel Howley 

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang an-
nounced the company's next-
generation Blackwell Ultra AI
chip during its annual GTC event
in San Jose, California, on Tues-
day.

In addition to the Blackwell
Ultra chip, Nvidia also announced
its GB300 superchip, which com-
bines two Blackwell Ultras with
the company's Grace central pro-
cessing unit (CPU). The chips are
designed to power AI systems for
customers ranging from hyper-
scalers like Amazon, Google, Mi-
crosoft, and Meta to research
labs around the world.

According to Nvidia, the
Blackwell Ultra offers 1.5 times
the performance of Blackwell
and represents a 50x increase in
data center revenue opportunity
versus its Hopper chip, thanks to
its improved AI capabilities.

Nvidia says the Blackwell
Ultra is designed for the "age of
AI reasoning," a type of AI pro-
cessing that mimics how hu-

mans think and reach conclu-
sions. It broke into the main-
stream when DeepSeek debuted
its R1 AI model. OpenAI's o1 and
Google's Gemini 2.0 Flash Think-
ing are also reasoning models.

DeepSeek initially sent a
shock through Wall Street when
it said that it developed its AI
models at a fraction of the cost
that Silicon Valley heavyweights
spend while using below-top-of-
the-line chips. But Nvidia has
fought back against that asser-
tion, saying that reasoning mod-
els benefit from using powerful
GPUs, which allow them to pro-

vide better responses to user
queries faster.

Like Blackwell, the Blackwell
Ultra will slot into Nvidia's mas-
sive NVL72 rack server that
combines 72 GB300 superchips,
which the company says pro-
vides improved efficiency and
serviceability.

According to the company,
the GB300 NVL72 can handle
1,000 tokens per second when
using DeepSeek’s R1 AI model.
That's up from 100 tokens per
second when using Nvidia's
Hopper chip. That means the
GB300 NVL72 can answer
users' questions in about 10 sec-
onds, versus the 1.5 minutes it
took Hopper. In other words,
Blackwell Ultra is a major step up
from older Hopper systems.

Nvidia's Blackwell chip is now
in full production and, according
to the company, has been its
fastest ramp-up in history. In its
most recent quarter, Nvidia said
Blackwell contributed $11bn to its
$39.3bn in total revenue.
(Source: Yahoo Finance)

Nvidia unveils Blackwell Ultra
AI chip for 'age of AI reasoning'

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang

Tokyo, Japan – Bank of Japan
(BOJ) Governor Kazuo Ueda on
Wednesday expressed concern
over uncertainties surrounding
the impact on the domestic
economy of US President Donald
Trump's aggressive tariff plans,
saying he wants to monitor the
situation before deciding on the
next rate hike.

At the end of a two-day policy
meeting, the BOJ stood pat on
the current rate of 0.5%. The
central bank, which has been
shifting away from a decade of
ultra-easy monetary policy,
raised the key short-term rate
from 0.25% at the previous
meeting in January.

"There is a high degree of un-
certainty" regarding Trump's
trade policies, Ueda said at a
press conference. "We will de-
cide on our policy after studying
the impact (of US tariff plans) on
the economic outlook and infla-
tion in our country."

While acknowledging a
downside risk to the global econ-
omy, the BOJ chief said the bank

plans to increase its policy rate
further if the domestic economy
and prices continue to move in
line with its expectations, adding
underlying inflation is still below
the level the bank is aiming at.

The decision suggests the
BOJ is taking a cautious ap-
proach toward the next hike,
which is expected to bring the
policy rate to 0.75%, the highest
level in about 30 years, despite
some positive signs in the do-

mestic economy.
The rate of inflation has been

at or above the bank's 2% target
for almost three years, while
major firms have promised
bumper pay increases for the
third year in a row in this year's
wage negotiations.

The Trump administration im-
posed 25% tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports earlier this
month despite vehement oppo-
sition from its trading partners.

The president is also considering
extending the levy to auto im-
ports, which would deal a heavy
blow to the Japanese industry.

In Japan, households are feel-
ing the pinch from inflation, with
rice prices rising at the fastest
rate since comparable data be-
came available in 1971. Prices of
vegetables, such as cabbage and
tomatoes, are also soaring amid
unfavorable weather conditions
and increasing production costs.

Japan's core consumer prices,
a key indicator for the BOJ, rose
3.2% in January from a year ear-
lier, the fastest pace in 19
months. The inflation rate has
been at or above the bank's 2%
target since April 2022.

To mitigate the impact, many
Japanese firms agreed to lift
salaries in this year's labor-man-
agement wage negotiations, with
the average increase reaching
5.46%, according to the
Japanese Trade Union Confeder-
ation's preliminary survey re-
leased last week.
Kyodo News

Japan warns of uncertainty over Trump
tariffs, keeps interest rate steady

Bank of Japan Governor Kazuo Ueda holds a press conference in Tokyo

on Wednesday

Beijing, China – China's industrial
production saw steady growth in
the first two months of this year,
driven by robust manufacturing
performance and the sustained
effect of combined macro poli-
cies, official data showed on
Monday.

China's value-added industrial
output, an important economic
indicator, went up 5.9% year on
year during the January-February
period, up 0.1 percentage points
from the full-year growth rate of
2024, according to the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

The overall industrial output
expansion, fuelled by the robust
performance of the equipment
manufacturing sector, was
achieved despite a high compar-
ative base during the same period
last year, NBS spokesperson Fu
Linghui told a press conference.

In terms of sectors, the value-
added of mining increased by
4.3%, manufacturing by 6.9%,
and the production and supply of
electricity, thermal power, gas
and water by 1.1% during the pe-
riod, according to the data.

The value-added output of the

equipment manufacturing sector
rose by 10.6% year on year, an in-
crease of 2.9 percentage points
from the full-year growth rate of
last year, providing strong sup-
port for the stable growth of
overall industrial production, the
data showed.

The high-tech manufacturing
sector saw a stellar performance,
with its value-added output
climbing 9.1% year on year. The
production of industrial robots
and integrated circuit wafers in-
creased by 27% and 19.6%, re-
spectively.

China's industrial sector maintains growth momentum



06      MUSCAT DAILY THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2025

NATION PLUS

A research study has demon-
strated that fractal dimension-
based image processing can
effectively detect and assess
bruises in bananas, offering a po-
tential solution for improving
quality control during trans-
portation and storage. 

The study, led by Dr Mai Khal-
fan Salim al Dairi, Research As-
sistant at Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU), shows how
mechanical damage from im-
proper handling and storage can
accelerate fruit deterioration.

The research team conducted
simulated drop impact tests to
evaluate the severity of bruises
using machine vision technology.
Fractal dimension analysis was
used to measure bruise intensity,
alongside conventional assess-
ments of bruise area, size, and
susceptibility. The study exam-
ined the impact of drop heights,
ball weights, and storage tem-
peratures on key banana quality
parameters, including weight,
firmness, colour, sugar content,
and acidity.

Mai stated that the results
confirmed fractal dimension
analysis as a highly accurate
method for identifying bruises,
which could improve quality con-
trol processes. The study also
found that storing damaged ba-
nanas at improper temperatures
exacerbates quality issues, lead-
ing to weight loss, reduced firm-
ness, and significant changes in
sugar and acidity levels, making
the fruit less appealing to con-
sumers.

The research recommends

using modern technologies such
as fractal analysis and machine
vision for precise damage as-
sessment. It also emphasises the
importance of optimal storage
temperatures to minimise dete-
rioration and maintain nutritional
and visual quality. 

“These advancements could

enhance product quality for con-
sumers while reducing economic
losses for farmers and traders.”

The study was published in
the journal Food Chemistry with
an impact factor of 8.5. The re-
search team included Dr Pankaj
B Pathare, Prof Rashid Abdullah
al Yahyai, Dr Hemanatha Jaya-
suriya, and Dr Zahir Humaid al

Attabi. The research was among
the winning projects in the 11th
National Research Award, or-
ganised by the Ministry of Higher
Education, Research and Innova-
tion. Commenting on the recog-
nition, Mai said, “Winning the
National Research Award has
been a profound recognition of

my dedication to addressing one
of the real-world challenges
through research. It symbolises
not only personal achievement
but also the impact of myself and
our Postharvest and Value Addi-
tion Research Team on advanc-
ing knowledge and contributing
to sustainable agricultural prac-
tices.”

Study identifies effective method for
detecting severity of banana bruises

The study also found that storing 
damaged bananas at improper tempera-
tures exacerbates quality issues, leading to
weight loss, reduced firmness, and 
significant changes in sugar and acidity
levels, making the fruit less appealing

Dr Mai Khalfan Salim al Dairi

To promote the principle of inte-
gration and improve healthcare
services for citizens and resi-
dents across the governorates of
the Sultanate of Oman, H E Dr
Hilal bin Ali al Subti, Minister of
Health, chaired the first meeting
of the Healthcare Management
and Regulation Committee for
2025 on Wednesday at the
headquarters of the Ministry of
Health (MoH).

The meeting was attended by
H E Dr Said bin Harib al Lamki,
Undersecretary for Health Af-
fairs in MoH, Dr Fatima bint Mo-
hammed al Ajmi, Chief Executive
Officer of the Oman Medical
Specialties Board, along with
several directors general and of-
ficials from MoH, the Medical
City Hospital for Military and
Medical Services, and the Uni-
versity Medical City.

During the meeting, the
agenda was approved, and dis-
cussions were held on the imple-
mentation of recommendations
from the third meeting of the
committee in 2024. Several top-
ics were addressed, including the
transfer of patients between pri-
mary healthcare centers and
emergency departments, the in-
tegration of emerging technolo-
gies in healthcare, and the
establishment of a database for
retired healthcare practitioners. 

This database aims to desig-
nate these practitioners as local
points of contact within their
communities, allowing them to
actively participate in education
and consultation. In addition, the
meeting examined the impact of
maternity leave following the im-
plementation of the new social
protection system.

The meeting included several
presentations, including a pre-
sentation on the blood bank by
Lieutenant Colonel Dr Salim al
Busaidi, Oncology Consultant at
the Medical City Hospital for
Military and Medical Services.

Another presentation focused
on the policy for handling the
transport of processed human
biological samples in laboratories
inside and outside the Sultanate
of Oman, presented by Dr Ferial
al Lawati, Senior Consultant
Physician at the Royal Hospital. 

Furthermore, Dr Abdullah al
Asmi, Associate Professor and
Senior Consultant in Neurology
at the College of Medicine and
Health Sciences at Sultan Qa-
boos University, and Chairman
of the Higher Medical Commit-
tee, gave a presentation on the
Higher Medical Committee.

Healthcare management
committee meets in MoH

GWM is embracing the spirit of
Ramadan with an exclusive
lineup of limited-time offers de-
signed to make luxury SUVs
more accessible than ever. As
consumer spending rises during
this festive season, GWM is pre-
senting first-time buyers and ex-
isting customers with premium
deals on the rugged Tank 300
and 500, as well as the newly in-
cluded Haval H9 and H7 models.

With a focus on innovation,
reliability, and affordability,
GWM continues to strengthen
its presence in Oman’s automo-
tive market. The Ramadan cam-
paign offers a value-packed
package that includes a four-
year/50,000km service pack-
age, one-year registration and

insurance, and up to RO500 in
Lulu vouchers and Petro cards
for all new buyers. Additionally,
customers can take advantage of
an industry-leading 45% buy-
back option for three years or
60,000km, ensuring a worry-
free ownership experience.  

Speaking about the campaign,
a senior spokesperson, OTE
Group, noted that Ramadan is a
time of celebration, together-
ness, and new beginnings. 

“At GWM, we want to offer
our customers an opportunity to
own a world-class SUV with un-
matched benefits. Our Ramadan
promotion is designed to provide
exceptional value, whether it's
for a first-time buyer or a loyal
GWM customer looking to up-

grade. With these limited-time
offers, we invite customers to
visit our showrooms and experi-
ence the luxury, capability, and
advanced technology that define
our brand."  

The promotion is available till
April 30 across all participating
GWM showrooms in Oman.
Customers can explore the vehi-
cles in person, enjoy test drives,
and consult expert advisors to
find the perfect SUV for their
needs. GWM has also enhanced
its digital engagement platforms,
allowing potential buyers to
browse offers, schedule appoint-
ments, or make inquiries online,
ensuring a seamless and conve-
nient experience.  

With its commitment to deliv-

ering premium SUVs at an ac-
cessible price point, GWM con-
tinues to redefine the luxury
automotive segment. Whether
it’s the robust off-road power of
the Tank 300 and 500 or the
smart, refined driving experience
of the Haval H9 and H7, this Ra-
madan, GWM invites drivers to
upgrade their journeys with un-
beatable offers.  

Great Wall Motors (GWM) is
a global leader in automotive in-
novation, committed to produc-
ing high-quality SUVs that
combine cutting-edge technol-
ogy, safety, and performance.
With a focus on affordability
without compromise, GWM
continues to redefine the driving
experience.

‘Drive into Spirit of Ramadan with GWM’

The world of show jumping took
centre stage this week, with Liva
Insurance supporting the growth
of equestrian sports in Oman as
the Silver Sponsor of the ‘Elite
Show’ Jumping Competition. 

This prestigious event, offi-
cially recognised by the Oman
Equestrian & Racing Federation,
showcased the incredible skill,
precision, and unmatched syn-
ergy between horse and rider.
This unique partnership is a tes-
tament to Liva Insurance’s dedi-
cation to fostering the growth of
equestrian sports in Oman, while
simultaneously strengthening
the nation’s rich cultural tradi-
tions and sporting reputation. 

By supporting this renowned
competition, the brand also con-
tinues to play an integral role in
empowering the next generation
of riders and ensuring the sport’s

continued success in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Equestrianism has been an in-
tegral part of Oman’s cultural
identity for centuries, represent-
ing the country’s strength, re-
silience, and deep national pride.
Show jumping - introduced into
the nation in the 1980s - has
since blossomed, gaining mo-
mentum with state-of-the-art
training facilities, passionate rid-
ers, and growing global recogni-
tion.

Sharing her thoughts on the
significance of this partnership,
Bader al Lawati, head of Brand
and Communications, said,
“Equestrian sports embody re-
silience, precision, and the pur-
suit of excellence - all of which
are values that align closely with
Liva Insurance’s mission. We are
truly honoured to support the

Elite Show Jumping Competition.
It not only offers a platform for
talented riders to showcase their
ambition and determination but
also plays a key role in advancing
the growth of equestrian sports
in Oman.” 

This thrilling competition was
more than just an exciting dis-
play of equestrian skill; it was an
immersive experience for spec-
tators, offering a unique blend of
cultural exhibitions, live enter-
tainment, diverse culinary de-
lights, and abundant networking
opportunities. The event also
served as a valuable platform for
local businesses and SMEs, stim-
ulating economic activity and
contributing to Oman’s broader
vision for sustainable develop-
ment and international recogni-
tion. As a key player in Oman’s
insurance sector, Liva Insurance

is dedicated to supporting initia-
tives that drive In-Country Value
(ICV), not only through its core
business operations but also by
supporting organizations that
work to preserve and promote
the nation’s cultural and sporting
heritage.

By investing in high-profile
events such as the Elite Show
Jumping Competition, the brand
also continues to strengthen the
community, empower local en-
terprises, and nurture equestrian
talent, ensuring that Oman’s
equestrian legacy remains strong
and vibrant for future genera-
tions. Established in 2023
through the integration of Al
Ahlia Insurance and National Life
& General Insurance Company
(NLGIC), Liva Insurance is the
region’s leading multi-line insur-
ance company.

Liva Insurance joins forces with Elite Show Jumping Competition
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Washington, D.C., US - The US
National Archives released
around 80,000 pages of declas-
sified records late on Tuesday
related to the 1963 assassination
of President John F Kennedy
(JFK) following an executive
order by President Donald
Trump.

The documents, which have
been uploaded to a portal main-
tained by the National Archives,
are part of a long-awaited effort
to disclose all government
records related to the assassina-
tion. Trump’s executive order,
signed on January 23, directed
the full release of the remaining
files, calling it a matter of public
interest.

“This release consists of ap-
proximately 80,000 pages of
previously classified records that
will be published with no redac-
tions,” the Office of the Director
of National Intelligence said in a
statement.

However, it added that cer-

tain records withheld under
court seal or for grand jury se-
crecy remain classified.

A 1992 law ordered the re-
lease of all files pertaining to the
killing of JFK by October 26,
2017 but allowed presidents to
forestall their public dissemina-
tion if they certified that releas-
ing them would have created ‘an
identifiable harm to the military

defence, intelligence operations,
law enforcement, or conduct of
foreign relations’ that out-
weighed the public interest.

Trump in his first term and
then President Joe Biden
throughout his time in office con-
sistently postponed their release.

“They’ve been waiting for that
for decades. And I said during
the campaign I’d release them,

and I’m a man of my word,”
Trump told reporters on Mon-
day. “You got a lot of reading. I
don’t believe we’re going to
redact anything. I said, ‘just don’t
redact. You can’t redact’,” he
added.

It was not immediately clear
which documents, if any, had
been previously released in
some form or were completely
new to the public.

“The collection of records
that we reviewed, the vast ma-
jority of which were released -
some were kept classified in
whole or in part - if that’s what
we’re talking about, then there is
no smoking gun,” Tom Samulok,
the former deputy director of the
Assassination Records Review
Board, told CNN

Several analysts studying the
JFK assassination told US media
outlets that the new documents
are unlikely to reveal anything
groundbreaking.
Anadolu Agency

Moscow/Washington, D.C. -
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and US President Donald Trump
agreed in a phone call that Russia
and Ukraine stop attacking each
other’s energy infrastructure for
30 days and gave the Russian
military an order to do so.

The Kremlin also said in a
statement that the two leaders
discussed a US proposal for a 30-
day ceasefire, to which Ukraine
agreed last week.

According to the Kremlin
Putin had raised ‘significant
points’ about monitoring such a
truce and preventing it from
being used by Ukraine to mobilise
more soldiers and rearm itself.

“It was emphasised that the
key condition for preventing the
escalation of the conflict and
working towards its resolution by
political and diplomatic means
should be a complete cessation
of foreign military assistance and
the provision of intelligence infor-
mation to Kyiv,” the Kremlin said.

Meanwhile, the White House
said that Trump and Putin
agreed that the war between
Russia and Ukraine needs to end
with a ‘lasting peace’ and that
talks to achieve that goal will
begin immediately.

“The leaders agreed that the
movement to peace will begin
with an energy and infrastructure
ceasefire, as well as technical ne-
gotiations on implementation of
a maritime ceasefire in the Black
Sea, full ceasefire and permanent
peace,” the White House said in
a statement about the call.
“These negotiations will begin
immediately in the Middle East.”

Meanwhile, Trump said that
his telephone conversation with
Putin had been ‘a very good and

productive’ one.
“We agreed to an immediate

ceasefire on all energy and infras-
tructure, with an understanding
that we will be working quickly to
have a complete ceasefire and,
ultimately, an end to this very
horrible war between Russia and
Ukraine,” he wrote in a post on
his Truth social network. Trump
added that many elements of ‘a
contract for peace’ have been
discussed, and ‘that process is

now in full force and effect’.

Ukraine in constant
communication
Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelensky has talked to several
European leaders on Tuesday
evening following the Trump-
Putin call.

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer reiterated Britain’s ‘un-
wavering support’ to Ukraine in a
phone call, according to a state-

ment by the British government,
while Zelensky provided an up-
date on the frontline situation.

During an online briefing on
Tuesday, Zelensky told reporters
that he had also spoken to French
President Emmanuel Macron and
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
both key European allies of
Ukraine. “We are in constant
communication. I am confident
that there will be no betrayal from
our partners and that the assis-
tance will continue.”

Saudi to host 
US, Russia talks
US envoy Steve Witkoff said late
on Tuesday that Saudi Arabia
would host further talks between
Russia and the United States.

The next round of talks on
Sunday is to focus on a maritime
ceasefire in the Black Sea as well
as a more complete ceasefire and
a permanent peace deal, Witkoff
said in an interview on US broad-
caster Fox News. “The devil is in
the details. We’ve got a team
going to Saudi Arabia, led by our
national security adviser (Mike
Walz) and our secretary of state
(Marco Rubio),” said Witkoff.

“We’ve got to figure out those
details,” said Witkoff, who met
with Putin last week. Witkoff is
officially the US president’s spe-
cial envoy to the Middle East but
is also a key player in the Trump
administration’s push for an end
to the war in Ukraine.
DW

Trump, Putin agree on 30-day
energy infrastructure ceasefire

Abuja, Nigeria - The academic
community is mourning the loss
of emeritus professor Norbert
Cyffer, who is renowned for his
extensive research on African
languages, particularly Kanuri.

Linguist had long studied Ka-
nuri, spoken by approximately
10mn people across Nigeria,
Cameroon, Niger and Chad, but
little academic works had been
published on the language. Cyf-
fer’s contributions enriched lin-
guistic scholarship and raised
important questions about the
future of African language stud-
ies in Europe.

A neglected 
field in academia?
When he first encountered Ka-
nuri, Cyffer was struck by its
vast number of speakers and its
lack of academic attention. In a
2015 report titled In the Name of
Grammar, which he co-authored
with other scholars, Cyffer
pointed out that despite having
a comparable number of speak-
ers to Finnish, Kanuri ‘remains
neglected in academic re-
search’.

Determined to change this,
he spent over four decades
studying Kanuri’s grammar, lan-

guage documentation, and its
role as a second language. Start-
ing in the late 1960s, Cyffer
spent time with Kanuri-speaking
communities, recorded their
language and music at a time

when very few academics ven-
tured it such regions. His
recordings also shed light on the
cultural diversity of Nigeria’s
border regions with Niger and
Chad. Cyffer’s efforts also con-

tributed to the development of
the Kanuri dictionary, further ce-
menting his role in advancing
the language’s visibility.

Reflecting on Cyffer’s contri-
butions, Tukur Abba, a senior

lecturer in linguistics at Kano’s
Bayero University, and a former
student of Cyffer, recalled a
defining moment in the field.
During Cyffer’s time in Nigeria,
he played a crucial role in devel-
oping the first Standard Kanuri
Orthography (SKO), a widely
used spelling system that con-
tinues to serve as a linguistic
benchmark. Before that, there
was no standard orthography or
spelling of Kanuri.

Bridging the gap
Beyond his research, Cyffer was
widely regarded as a mentor

and a key figure in fostering
cross-continental collaboration.
His guidance, according to
scholars like Abba, shaped the
careers of many emerging
African linguists, strengthening
academic ties between Africa
and Europe.

“Norbert Cyffer was a bridge.
He was the reason Kanuri be-
came known to European schol-
ars,” said Abba.

His influence extended be-
yond Africa, inspiring scholars
across Europe to study Kanuri
and other African languages.
DW

Trump releases files on JFK assassination

Ukraine’s energy installations, like this thermal power plant here, have been the target of repeated Russian attacks

John F Kennedy was a member of the Democratic Party

HEAVY SNOW IN TOKYO

Staff members work in the snow near the Meguro Station in Tokyo, Japan, on Wednesday. Affected by cold air,

Tokyo ushered in heavy snow on Wednesday (Xinhua)

Norbert Cyffer, is renowned for his 
extensive research on African 
languages, particularly Kanuri. Cyffer’s
contributions enriched linguistic
scholarship and raised important 
questions about the future of African
language studies in Europe

Cyffer, the Nigerian linguist who brought Europe, Africa closer

Lagos, Nigeria - Nigerian
President Bola Tinubu de-
clared a state of emergency
on Tuesday in the oil-rich re-
gion of Rivers State following
a prolonged political crisis and
governance paralysis.

Tinubu said during a na-
tionwide broadcast that he
suspended Governor Simi-
nalayi Fubara, his deputy, and
all elected members from the
state who are in the House of
Assembly for six months.

“The latest security reports
made available to me show
that between yesterday and
today, there have been dis-
turbing incidents of vandalisa-
tion of pipelines by some
militants without the gover-
nor taking any action to curtail
them. I have, of course, given
stern orders to the security
agencies to ensure the safety
of the lives of the good people
of Rivers State and the oil

pipelines,” he said.
The situation in Rivers

State has been volatile, with
the governor accused of gross
misconduct, including spend-
ing public funds contrary to
the Constitution and hinder-
ing the state’s House of As-
sembly from performing its
duties.

Before Tinubu’s address,
the assembly had announced
an indefinite recess, prevent-
ing Fubara from presenting
the 2025 budget.

Tinubu’s declaration is
based on a section of the con-
stitution that interprets a
state of emergency as a situ-
ation of national danger or
disaster. The president has
nominated retired Vice Admi-
ral Ibokette Ibas as adminis-
trator to take charge of the
state’s affairs during the six-
month period.
Anadolu Agency

Nigerian President Bola Tinubu 

Nigeria: Tinubu
declares state 
of emergency

Putin raised ‘significant points’ about
monitoring such a truce and preventing
it from being used by Ukraine to 
mobilise more soldiers and rearm itself
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USAID shutdown likely ran afoul
of US Constitution: Federal judge

Washington, D.C., US - A federal
judge ruled on Tuesday that ef-
forts by a government task force
led by Elon Musk to shutter the
US Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) likely ran
afoul of the US Constitution and
blocked the world’s richest man
from making further cuts to the
US’s international development
agency.

US District Judge Theodore
Chuang ruled in favour of 26
anonymous USAID staffers
who sued Musk’s Department
of Government Efficiency
(DOGE). Chuang ruled that the
Musk-led effort likely violates
the Constitution’s Appoint-
ments Clause and separation of
powers and granted in part the
plaintiffs’ request for a prelimi-
nary injunction.

“The court finds that Defen-
dants’ actions to shut down
USAID on an accelerated basis,
including its apparent decision to
permanently close USAID head-

quarters without the approval of
a duly appointed USAID Officer,
likely violated the United States
Constitution in multiple ways,
and that these actions harmed
not only Plaintiffs, but also the
public interest, because they de-

prived the public’s elected repre-
sentatives in Congress of their
constitutional authority to decide
whether, when, and how to close
down an agency created by
Congress,” Chuang wrote in his
68-page order.

He ordered DOGE to reinstate
email and computer access as
well as payments to all USAID
employees, including those
placed on leave. He further
barred Musk’s group from firing
or placing any other USAID em-
ployees on administrative leave,
cancelling any further USAID
contracts or grants, closing any
of the agency’s bureaus or build-
ings, or further deleting contents
on its website.

Questions have mounted over
who is truly in charge of DOGE,
but President Donald Trump has

said publicly that Musk is the
man leading the effort, and the
tech mogul has boasted about
his role and made public declara-
tions that were later executed by
the task force.

The White House has said
DOGE is being led by Amy Glea-
son, a bureaucrat who was lead-
ing the executive predecessor
group that DOGE grew out of,
and has said Musk is just a pres-
idential advisor. But Chuang said
Musk’s public statements have
made clear that he has ‘firm con-
trol over DOGE’.

He ordered DOGE and Musk
not to take any further actions
concerning USAID without the
‘express authorisation’ of a duly-
appointed officer from within the
agency, ruling that Musk’s ac-
tions likely violate the Appoint-
ments Clause of the
Constitution.

The section stipulates that a
president, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, ‘shall ap-
point Ambassadors, other public
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of
the Supreme Court, and all other
Officers of the United States’.

“If a president could escape
Appointments Clause scrutiny
by having advisors go beyond the
traditional role of White House
advisors who communicate the
president’s priorities to agency
heads and instead exercise sig-
nificant authority throughout the
federal government so as to by-
pass duly appointed officers, the
Appointments Clause would be
reduced to nothing more than a
technical formality,” Chuang
wrote.

Meanwhile, in an interview
with Fox News, Trump said his
administration would appeal the
ruling.

“I guarantee you we will be
appealing it. We have rogue
judges that are destroying our
country,” Trump said.

In January, Trump issued a se-
ries of executive orders, including
a 90-day freeze on all US foreign
aid.
Anadolu Agency

FINALLY! BACK ON EARTH

NASA astronaut Sunita Williams shows her thumb as she safely returned to Earth with her colleagues after an

unexpected 286-day mission aboard the International Space Station (ISS), in Florida on Tuesday (NASA/ANI)

Lilongwe, Malawi - Violence
around Mozambique’s disputed
election in October 2024 saw an
estimated 300 people killed, and
led to about 13,000 fleeing
across the border into southern
Malawi.

As the dust settles and the
true cost emerges, Mozambican
and Malawian officials have
begun a drive to repatriate those
who fled the violence.

What prompted
deadly violence?
The election saw Daniel Chapo
from the ruling Frelimo party
take over from outgoing Presi-
dent Filipe Nyusi, who was not
allowed to run again after com-
pleting the two terms allowed by
the constitution.

Opposition leader Venancio
Mondlane claimed that the elec-
tion was rigged, sparking mas-

sive protests across the country.
When Mozambique’s highest

court, the Constitutional Coun-
cil, confirmed Chapo’s victory -
continuing the leftist party’s
dominance of Mozambican pol-
itics since independence from

Portugal in 1975 - the protests
intensified.

Most refugees came to the
Nsanje district in southern
Malawi, which is geographically
surrounded by Mozambique.
DW

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - Just over
two years have passed since
Ethiopia’s government and rival
factions signed the Ethiopia-
Tigray peace accords, also called
the Pretoria Agreement, in South
Africa’s administrative capital.
While it officially ended a fierce
war in Tigray, Ethiopia’s north-
ernmost state, another war now
looms, and tensions are high.

“People are worried,” says Ki-
flom Abraha, a young man living
in Mekelle, Tigray’s state capital.

“People are not working, and
long lines have formed at banks
as they try to withdraw money.
The cost of living has skyrock-
eted.” Though the November
2022 peace agreement brought
some calm, many are still dis-
placed. Fear of a return to the war
that rocked Tigray and neigh-
bouring regions between 2020
and 2022 echoes around.

“After the Pretoria Agree-
ment, there was peace, but with
many challenges,” Nigisti Garede,
head of the Tigray Teachers’ As-
sociation in Mekelle, told DW.

“After some time, problems
arose due to differences among
the leaders. They have split into
two factions, creating unrest in
society and instilling fear about
what will happen next. Law and
order are absent.”

Tigray now divided
Indeed, a power play among the
Tigrayan elite has sidelined
Getachew Reda, head of the
Tigray Interim Regional Adminis-
tration since 2023, after several
military commanders sided with
Debretsion Gebremichael, leader
of the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF). Parts of Tigray
along the Eritrean border are al-
ready controlled by this faction.

“The TPLF had been very
united for many, many years,”
London-based analyst Martin
Plaut told DW.

“They’d always resolved their
problems internally. Now they
are completely and utterly split.”

Reda, who negotiated the Pre-
toria Agreement for the TPLF in
2022, became the president of
Tigray’s interim government. He
was backed by Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed, who re-
jected Gebremichael.

Backlash over
Tigrayan power
Ahmed, in office since 2018, ini-
tially showed signs of furthering
democratisation and reconcilia-
tion. His rapprochement with
long-time enemy Eritrea earned
him the Nobel Peace Prize in
2019. But the Ethiopian prime
minister’s image as a reformer

was soon stained as his institu-
tional fight against Tigray’s polit-
ical elite became ugly.

Abiy’s reforms meant mem-
bers of the established Tigray
elite were forced out of privileged
positions in government and se-
curity they had held for decades,
but they remained strong in
Tigray. Plaut, who recently co-au-
thored the book ‘Understanding
Ethiopia’s Tigray War’, said the
2020-2022 war was about trying
to break the power of the TPLF.

“This was something that was
agreed on by both Prime Minister
Abiy and the Eritrean leader,
President Isaias Afwerki,” Plaut
told DW. “That was the one thing
they really agreed upon. And in
essence, it wasn’t achieved. They

couldn’t destroy the TPLF militar-
ily, and they weren’t able to re-
move them, so both sides who
had invaded Tigray were left frus-
trated. And that has left the situ-
ation very unresolved.”

Political actors inside Ethiopia
and observers say an escalation
of the conflict is imminent. Influ-
ential Lt. Gen. Tsadkan Gebreten-
sae, Vice President of the Tigray
Interim Administration, warned
that a war ‘seems inevitable’ and
last week called for negotiations.

Various parties spoke of the
need to strengthen the interim
administration. As Ethiopia
showed signs of preparing for a
new war, neighbouring Eritrea
was said to be doing the same.

However, Plaut is wary of
making predictions. “President
Isaias of Eritrea, who has repeat-
edly intervened in the internal af-
fairs of Ethiopia and is already
arming certain factions inside
Ethiopia, is always very cautious
about what he does and acts right
at the last moment.”
DW

Mozambicans in southern
Malawi look to return home

Ankara, Turkey - The
Yemeni Houthi group on
Wednesday reported a
fresh series of raids by the
US warplanes on areas in
northern and western
Yemen, according to local
media.

“An American aggres-
sion targeted the Asa’id
area in the Al-Safra district
of Saada province (north-
ern Yemen) with four
airstrikes,” the Houthi-run
Al-Masirah TV reported
late on Tuesday, without
providing further details.

It also reported other US
raids targeting the Takhiya
area in the Majz district of
Saada province.

“The American aggres-
sion also targeted the Al-
Ahli Sports Club building in
the Al-Mina district of Al-
Hudaydah province in
western Yemen with two
airstrikes, as well as the
Bahis area in the Midi dis-
trict of Hajjah province in
the northwest,” the
Houthi-run broadcaster
added.

Meanwhile, the group’s
military spokesman Yahya
Saree announced in a tele-
vised speech that his group
targeted the USS Harry
Truman aircraft carrier in
the Red Sea with multiple
rockets and drones.
Anadolu Agency

Houthis 
report more
US raids
across
Yemen

The judge ordered DOGE to reinstate email and computer access as well as payments to all USAID employees, including those placed on leave

As the political crisis has intensified, residents of Mekelle queued to draw money and stocked up on food

US District
Judge Chuang
ruled in
favour of 26
anonymous
USAID staffers
who sued
Musk’s DOGE

Military personnel were deployed on the streets of Mozambican cities to

quell election violence

Ethiopia: Escalation in Tigray
threatens regional stability

Though November 2022 peace agreement
brought some calm, many are still 
displaced. Fear of a return to the war that
rocked Tigray and neighbouring regions
between 2020 and 2022 echoes around

The judge further barred Musk’s
group from firing or placing any
other USAID employees on leave,
cancelling any further USAID 
contracts or grants or closing any of
the agency’s bureaus or buildings
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Israel intensifies attacks across Gaza,
killing 12 people in overnight strikes
Gaza City/Jerusalem - The Is-
raeli army killed at least 12 more
Palestinians in fresh overnight
and dawn airstrikes on Wednes-
day across various areas of the
Gaza Strip.

The official Palestinian news
agency Wafa quoted medical
and field sources in Gaza report-
ing deadly airstrikes across Gaza
as Israel on Tuesday broke a
ceasefire with the Palestinian
group Hamas that took hold in
January.

Two Palestinians were killed
and five others wounded in an Is-
raeli drone strike on a tent for
displaced people in the Al-
Mawasi area in western Khan
Younis, the southern Gaza Strip,
Wafa reported.

The Israeli army also struck
another tent for displaced people
in northern Khan Younis, result-
ing in the death of a woman and
a child, along with three others
injured.

Four people were killed and
others injured in a third tent tar-
geted by the Israeli army in west-
ern Khan Younis, the Palestinian
broadcaster also said.

A medical source in the Al-
Ahli Baptist Hospital in Gaza
City reported that four Pales-
tinians were killed and others
injured as the Israeli army
struck a home for the Al-Hattab
family in the southern Al-Sabra
neighbourhood.

The attacks represent the
most significant violation of a
fragile ceasefire brokered by
Qatar, Egypt, and the US in Jan-
uary, which was shattered by Is-
rael’s sudden escalation in Gaza
as of Tuesday, killing over 400

Palestinians in a single day.
Nearly 50,000 Palestinians

have been killed, mostly women
and children, and over 112,000
others injured in a brutal Israeli
military campaign in Gaza since

October 2023.
In November 2024, the Inter-

national Criminal Court issued
arrest warrants for Israeli Pre-
mier Benjamin Netanyahu and
his former Defence Minister

Yoav Gallant for war crimes and
crimes against humanity in
Gaza.

Israel also faces a genocide
case at the International Court of
Justice for its war on the enclave.

‘Just the beginning’
Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said re-
suming the genocide in the Gaza
Strip is ‘just the beginning’, warn-
ing that future negotiations will
occur ‘under fire’.

In a televised address aired by
Israel’s public broadcaster, Ne-
tanyahu claimed: “We had ex-
tended the ceasefire for weeks
even though we had not received
hostages in return.”

“We sent delegations to Doha

and accepted US envoy Steve
Witkoff’s proposal, but Hamas
rejected all offers,” he added.

Israeli media reported last
Thursday that Witkoff had pre-
sented an updated proposal to
both sides, offering the release of
five Israeli captives for a 50-day
truce, the freeing of Palestinian
prisoners, humanitarian aid ac-
cess and talks on the second
phase of a three-phase ceasefire.

Hamas announced on Friday
that it accepted a mediators’ pro-

posal, agreeing to release an Is-
raeli-American soldier and four
bodies of dual nationals as part
of resuming phase-two negotia-
tions for a Gaza ceasefire and
prisoner swap.

Netanyahu countered: “I
warned Hamas that if it didn’t re-
lease our captives, we’d resume
fighting - and we have.”

Israel estimates that 59 Is-
raelis are being held hostage in
Gaza, with 24 still alive. In con-
trast, more than 9,500 Palestini-
ans remain imprisoned in Israeli
jails, enduring torture, depriva-
tion and medical neglect, which
has claimed many lives, accord-
ing to Palestinian and Israeli
human rights reports.

“This is just the beginning.
From now on, we’ll act against
Hamas with growing intensity,
negotiating only under fire, and
we’ll keep fighting to achieve all
war goals,” said Netanyahu.

The ceasefire’s first phase
ended March 1, with Netanyahu
refusing to enter the second
phase, which required ending the
war and withdrawing from Gaza
fully - terms Hamas insisted on.

While Tel Aviv cites the cap-
tives and perceived threats from
Gaza as objectives, Israeli ana-
lysts linked the renewed geno-
cide to Netanyahu’s push to pass
a budget and avert his govern-
ment’s collapse by late March.

By resuming the massacres,
Netanyahu secured the return of
National Security Minister Ita-
mar Ben-Gvir to the coalition
government, ensuring his far-
right Jewish Power party’s sup-
port for a 2025 budget.
Anadolu Agency

The attacks represent the most significant violation of a fragile
ceasefire brokered by Qatar, Egypt and the US in January,
which was shattered by Israel’s sudden escalation in Gaza as of
Tuesday, killing over 400 Palestinians in a single day

Ankara, Turkey - The Israeli
forces on Wednesday morning
killed a young Palestinian man,
injured and arrested others
during raids in several areas of
Nablus city in the northern oc-
cupied West Bank, according
to the official Palestinian news
agency Wafa.

An Israeli undercover spe-
cial force infiltrated the Al-Ain
refugee camp in western
Nablus, and opened fire on a
car, resulting in the death of
Oday Adel Al-Qatouni, who
was a passerby near the inci-
dent, the Palestinian broad-
caster reported.

Following the incident,
clashes erupted in the camp,
with Israeli forces injuring
three Palestinians.

Wafa added that the Israeli
forces stormed into several
homes and arrested several
people in the camp.

The Israeli forces also
stormed other areas in Nablus,
including the Balata and Askar
refugee camps and the
Masaken al-Sha’abi neigh-
bourhood in eastern Nablus.

The raids came as the Is-
raeli army has continued its
military offensive in the north-
ern West Bank since January
21, killing over 70 Palestinians
and displacing thousands.

Tension has been running
high across West Bank, where
at least 937 Palestinians have
been killed  since the start of
the Gaza onslaught.
Anadolu Agency

West Bank: 1 killed
during Israeli raids

China seeks ‘unity,
cooperation’ for
stable ties with EU
Beijing, China - China has been
seeking ‘unity’ and ‘cooperation’
to build ‘healthy and stable’ rela-
tions with the EU, according to
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Wang’s comments came in a
phone conversation late on
Tuesday with Emmanuel Bonne,
diplomatic adviser to the French
president, a statement from Bei-
jing said.

He told Bonne that in today’s
‘increasingly complex’ situation,
it is significant both for China and
Europe ‘to resolve specific eco-
nomic and trade frictions
through consultation’.

Wang said Beijing hopes that
France will work with China ‘to
send a positive signal of unity
and cooperation and promote
the healthy and stable develop-
ment of China-France and
China-Europe relations’.

The statement also quoted
Bonne as saying that ‘under the
current complex international
situation in particular, France
looks forward to maintaining
high-level exchanges and close
strategic communication with
China to jointly resist camp
confrontation’.

France ‘opposes trade wars
and tariff wars, and is willing to
properly resolve economic and
trade frictions through consulta-
tions with China’, said Bonne.

The two sides also exchanged
views on the ongoing Moscow-
Kyiv war, and Bonne said Paris
‘looks forward to China playing
an important role in reaching a
fair, solid and sustainable peace
agreement’.

Wang reiterated China’s po-
sition which seeks to resolve
the crisis through dialogue and

negotiation.
“At the same time, this pro-

cess should respect the will of
the parties concerned, should
not be imposed by a third party,
and should not serve the inter-
ests of only one country,” said
the top Chinese diplomat.

“China supports the achieve-
ment of a fair, lasting and binding
peace agreement acceptable to
all parties concerned, and be-
lieves that all parties and stake-
holders should participate in the
peace talks process in due
course,” he added.
Anadolu Agency

Chinese FM Wang
Yi expressed hope
that France will
work with China to
send a positive 
signal of unity and 
cooperation and
promote healthy
and stable 
development of 
EU relations

Palestinian activist Khalil calls himself ‘a political prisoner’
Washington, D.C., US - Mah-
moud Khalil, a Palestinian activist
and recent Columbia University
graduate, decried his arrest and
the conditions facing detainees
in US immigration facilities, call-
ing himself a ‘political prisoner’.

“My name is Mahmoud Khalil
and I am a political prisoner. I am
writing to you from a detention
facility in Louisiana, where I wake
to cold mornings and spend long
days bearing witness to the quiet
injustices underway against a
great many people precluded
from the protections of the law,”
Khalil wrote in a letter made pub-
lic on Tuesday.

Khalil was arrested on March
8 by Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) agents after they

accosted him and his eight-
month pregnant wife Noor Ab-
dalla as they returned from
dinner. He was taken into cus-
tody without a warrant, and the
agents withheld details about his
arrest, according to footage of

the arrest that was made public
by his family on Friday.

The Trump administration
has accused Khalil, who played a
prominent role in pro-Palestinian
demonstrations at the school last
year, of engaging in ‘activities

aligned with Hamas’, although
no evidence has been provided.

He is currently being held at
an Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) detention cen-
tre in Louisiana. Khalil said his
arrest was a direct result of his
activism for a free Palestine and
an end to Israeli violence in Gaza.

“My arrest was a direct con-
sequence of exercising my right
to free speech as I advocated for
a free Palestine and an end to the
genocide in Gaza, which re-
sumed in full force on Monday
night,” he wrote in the letter. “It
is our moral imperative to persist
in the struggle for their complete
freedom.”

“I was born in a Palestinian
refugee camp in Syria to a family

which has been displaced from
their land since the 1948 Nakba,”
he continued.

Khalil also drew parallels be-
tween his situation and the use
of administrative detention by Is-
rael, where Palestinians are often
imprisoned without trial or
charge. He accused both the
Biden and Trump administra-
tions of perpetuating anti-Pales-
tinian racism, citing US support
for Israel’s military actions in
Gaza.

He also accused Columbia
University of targeting him for his
activism and ‘creating a new au-
thoritarian disciplinary office to
bypass due process and silence
students criticising Israel.”
Anadolu Agency

South Korea to deploy 14,000 riot
cops on day of impeachment ruling
Seoul, South Korea - South Ko-
rean police said on Wednesday
that they have decided to deploy
14,000 riot officers in the capital
Seoul to respond to possible un-
rest on the day of the impeach-
ment ruling on President Yoon
Suk Yeol over his short-lived
declaration of martial law last
December.

The figure accounts for around
60% of the nationwide available
riot police, which will be mo-
bilised under the highest-level se-
curity alert, Seoul-based Yonhap
News Agency reported, citing
police officials. The police initially
planned to deploy 12,000 officers
but have increased the number to
better handle unexpected situa-
tions that may arise from large-
scale protests and possible
attacks on major facilities, includ-
ing the court and its judges.

The eight-judge Constitutional
Court, which wrapped up the im-
peachment trial of Yoon over his
December 3 martial law declara-
tion late last month, is likely to
deliver its long-awaiting ruling
this week.

The consent of at least six
judges is required to uphold the
impeachment by law. If they up-
hold it, an election for a new pres-
ident must be held in 60 days.

If it is dismissed, Yoon will re-
turn to his duties immediately
and serve for the remainder of his
constitutional term until 2027.

The day of the sentencing
hearing has yet to be announced.

Any protesters storming the
court will be arrested on the spot
as criminal justice police officers
will be deployed to the court
premises and special police
forces will also be on standby.
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London, England - Michail Anto-
nio has spoken for the first time
about his life-threatening car
crash in December, and his de-
termination to play in the Pre-
mier League again.

West Ham United striker An-
tonio, 34, sustained a badly bro-
ken leg when his car hit a tree in
Epping Forest on 7 December.

The Jamaica international un-
derwent surgery and although he
is making positive strides in his
physical recovery, the mental
challenge of processing what
happened was acutely brought
home to him when he went to
see the remains of his car in a
scrapyard three weeks ago.

“It gave me a weird feeling in
my stomach,” Antonio said. “It
just made me realise how close I
was to dying. I had seen the pic-
tures but it was 10 times worse
in person. The car was an abso-
lute mess. It was difficult for me.”

Mental and physical
challenge
Antonio shattered his leg in four
different places and had a pole
put in his thigh with four bolts, so
screws and bolts could help the
bones knit back together.

And while his body may be
healing, the mental trauma of
such an horrific incident can take
longer to repair.

“Since the crash, I've been
more emotional than I have
ever been in my life, but I feel
like it's better,” said Antonio,
who has previously spoken
openly about having therapy to
help develop coping strategies
following the death of his father
and break-up of his previous
marriage.

“I wouldn't have processed it
at all, or what I would have done
would be to push it down and
been angry or aggressive,” he

added, when asked how he
would have reacted to the crash
if he had not previously reached
out for help.

“Therapy is one of the best
things that's happened to me in

my life.
“The most difficult part is that

I almost wasn't there for my chil-
dren. It's just made me happy,
positive about life, because I've
got another chance at life.”

Looking to the future
Father-of-six Antonio, who
joined West Ham in 2015, has
shown  great resilience and de-
termination throughout his ca-
reer, working his way up from

non-league Tooting & Mitcham
to reach the top at both club and
international level.

That strength of character is
sure to stand him in good stead
as Antonio looks to the future.

“It's the biggest injury I've ever
had in my career,” he said. “But
the fact that I'm already two to
three months ahead of where I
should be, I know that I'll play
again, and I know that once I'm
playing the game I'll get the
sharpness back.”

While Antonio has “been
working six days a week” as he
slowly continues his rehabilita-
tion, the support from the ex-
tended West Ham family has not
gone unnoticed by him.

Two days after his crash,
West Ham fans and players paid
tribute to Antonio during their 2-
1 win over Wolverhampton
Wanderers, with the players
warming up in tops bearing their
team-mate’s name and number,
with goalscorers Tomas Soucek
and Jarrod Bowen honouring him
in their celebrations.

“I remember watching the
Wolves game in hospital, and it
made me emotional,” said Anto-
nio. “I loved the support. Over
the next six to eight weeks, every
time I watched a game I could
hear the fans singing my name,
which is something I really ap-
preciated and that has actually
helped me massively.”

Antonio eventually got to ex-
perience that support first-hand
when he made an emotional re-
turn to London Stadium for West
Ham's recent home match
against Newcastle United - and
he has not ruled out playing for
the Hammers again - especially
as team-mate Bowen is closing
in on his record of 68 goals as the
club's all-time Premier League
top scorer!

‘I WAS CLOSE TO DYING,
BUT I WILL PLAY AGAIN’
West Ham forward Antonio on horror crash and his hopes for the future

Sydney, Australia - Patrick
Kluivert has promised some
surprises from his Indonesia
team when they take on Aus-
tralia in Thursday's World Cup
qualifier, despite only having
had a couple of training ses-
sions with his squad since tak-
ing over as coach in January.

The former Netherlands
and Barcelona striker has been
handed the mission of taking
Indonesia to the World Cup fi-
nals for the first time since
1938 and Thursday's clash in
Sydney could be crucial to
those hopes.

With many of his players
flying in from their clubs in Eu-
rope, Kluivert admitted that
there had not been enough
time to really impose his ideas
on the squad but said he was
confident they were ready to
challenge for a first win over
Australia since 1981.

“Changing is impossible at
the moment,” he told reporters
in Sydney on Wednesday. 

“But of course, there's
things I don't just explain here,
but there will be some, some
things change, but that's be-
tween us. I think the team is

ready. They know what we ex-
pect tomorrow, so we look for-
ward to playing the match.”

Kluivert took over a squad
studded with players from the
Indonesian diaspora, many of
them Dutch-born and playing
at a high level in Europe. 

They impressed with a 0-0
draw against Australia as well
as a 2-0 home win over Saudi
Arabia last year and stand just
a point behind the second-
placed Socceroos in Group C.
The top two teams will
progress directly to the 2026
finals.

“I think we showed already
the last year, maybe a little bit
more, that Indonesia is a
country that has to be dealt
with,” said Dutch-born captain
Jay Idzes. “Hopefully, and I
truly believe it, in the next
years we can really put In-
donesia on the map.”

Kluivert said he and his as-
sistants, who include former
Barcelona forward Jordi Cruyff,
had not been idle since their
appointments, travelling
around Indonesia and visiting
their Europe-based players to
“share their philosophy”.

Coach Kluivert
has ‘got a very
good feeling’
about Indonesia 

Asuncion, Paraguay - CON-
MEBOL president Alejandro
Dominguez apologised on Tues-
day for saying that the Copa Lib-
ertadores without Brazilian
teams would be like “Tarzan
without Cheetah” after a club of-
ficial had suggested sides could
withdraw due to racism.

Palmeiras president Leila
Pereira said that Brazilian clubs
should consider pulling out of
South American competitions
due to the lack of strong sanc-
tions against racism following an
incident involving one of the

team's under-20 players.
Cheetah was a chimpanzee

character that appeared in the
Tarzan films and television se-
ries.

Dominguez was asked by
journalists if he could imagine a
Libertadores without Brazilian
teams following Monday's draw
for South America's top club
competition at the CONMEBOL
headquarters in Paraguay.

“That would be like Tarzan
without Cheetah, impossible,”
Dominguez replied with a laugh.

Shortly before that, the

Paraguayan had said in a speech
that racism was a scourge af-
fecting football and that his or-
ganisation would continue to
apply sanctions so that “every
racist expression has a real con-
sequence”.

“I want to apologize. The ex-
pression I used is a popular
phrase and I never intended to
belittle or disqualify anyone,”
Dominguez said on Tuesday on
his X account.

“The CONMEBOL Liberta-
dores is unthinkable without the
participation of clubs from the

10 member countries (...) I reaf-
firm my commitment to con-
tinue working for a fairer, more
united and discrimination-free
football.”

Dominguez's comments
sparked a backlash and the
Brazilian government strongly
condemned them, criticising
CONMEBOL for its failure to im-
plement effective anti-racism
measures.

“The Brazilian government re-
pudiates in the strongest terms
the statements made by the
President of CONMEBOL Ale-

jandro Dominguez,” a Ministry
of Foreign Affairs statement
read.

“The statements take place in
a context in which CONMEBOL
authorities have repeatedly
failed to adopt effective mea-
sures to prevent and avoid the
repetition of acts of racism in
matches organised by them.”

Earlier this month, CON-
MEBOL fined Paraguayan club
Cerro Porteno $50,000 after
Palmeiras player Luighi was
racially abused during a Copa
Libertadores under-20 match.

Alejandro Dominguez

Bangalore, India - Serie A might
consider India as a potential
host for the Italian Super Cup, in
an effort to broaden the tourna-
ment's global audience, the Ital-
ian league's commercial and
marketing director Michele Ci-
ccarese has said.

The Italian Super Cup, which
is played between the winners
and the runners-up of the previ-
ous season's Serie A and Coppa
Italia, was hosted in Saudi Ara-
bia in January where AC Milan
defeated Inter Milan 3-2 to win
the trophy. When asked about
India's potential to host the
Super Cup, Ciccarese con-
firmed that it aligned with the
league's strategy.

“What we do is to bring our
international trophy like the
Super Cup in all over the world,
for a simple reason, to engage a
wider audience and bring the

best of that culture,” Ciccarese
said. “So, that's exactly what we
might do, and take the conver-
sation forward to ... come here
and play in India.”

India's bid to host the 2036
Olympics is an attempt to posi-
tion the country as a global
sports hub.

Ciccarese suggested that the
influence of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) cricket competi-
tion could promote the country
and bring attention to the
achievements of other sports,
drawing parallels with the
“Made in Italy” project. “Made
in Italy is how we engaged with
all the 20 Serie A clubs, and
each club provides one of the
important players to promote,
not only the city, but the clubs,
the territory, the production
chain and everything that is
around that club,” he said.AC Milan defeated Inter Milan to win the Italian Super Cup in Saudi Arabia in January 

The most difficult
part is that I almost
wasn’t there for my
children. Therapy
just made me
happy, positive
about life, because
I’ve got another
chance at life
MICHAIL ANTONIO 

‘India could potentially host Italian Super Cup’

CONMEBOL president Dominguez apologises for ‘Tarzan without Cheetah’ remark

West Ham United’s Michail Antonio was welcomed back to the London Stadium last Tuesday for the first time

since his car accident on December 7; Antonio sustained a badly broken leg when his car hit a tree in Epping Forest

Patrick Kluivert

I think the team is ready. They know
what we expect tomorrow, so we look
forward to playing the match
(against Australia)
PATRICK KLUIVERT 



London, England - The Profes-
sional Tennis Players’ Associa-
tion (PTPA) has filed a lawsuit
against the sport’s governing
bodies, accusing them of anti-
competitive practices and a dis-
regard for player welfare.

The PTPA, an independent
players’ union co-founded by
Novak Djokovic in 2019, said on
Tuesday that after years of
good-faith efforts to reform pro-
fessional tennis, it had been
forced to take legal action to end
“monopolistic control” of the
sport.

In a statement, it said that
along with more than a dozen
players the PTPA had filed pa-
pers in a New York court against

the ATP Tour, the WTA Tour,
the International Tennis Feder-
ation (ITF) and the International
Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA).

“Tennis is broken,” Ahmad
Nassar, Executive Director of
the PTPA, said in a statement.
“Behind the glamorous veneer
that the Defendants promote,
players are trapped in an unfair
system that exploits their talent,
suppresses their earnings, and
jeopardizes their health and
safety.

“We have exhausted all op-
tions for reform through dia-
logue, and the governing bodies
have left us no choice but to
seek accountability through the
courts. Fixing these systemic

failures isn’t about disrupting
tennis, it’s about saving it for the
generations of players and fans
to come.”

In response the ATP accused
the PTPA of choosing “division
and distraction” and having no
meaningful role in the sport.

“We strongly reject the
premise of the PTPA’s claims,
believe the case to be entirely
without merit, and will vigor-
ously defend our position,” the
ATP said in a statement.

“ATP remains committed to
working in the best interests of
the game -- towards continued
growth, financial stability, and
the best possible future for play-
ers, tournaments, and fans.”

The WTA defended its
record of growing women’s ten-
nis, describing the lawsuit as
“baseless”.

“Every decision taken at the
WTA Board level includes the
input of players via their elected
Board representatives, and ath-
letes receive substantial finan-
cial rewards and other benefits
from participation in the WTA,”
the organisation said.

The ITF stressed its goal is to
ensure the growth of tennis as a
global sport.

“As a not for profit organisa-
tion and global guardian of the
game... we reinvest 90% of our
income into the global develop-
ment of the game, via our 213
member National Associa-
tions,” an ITF spokesperson
said.

Describing the various gov-

erning bodies as ‘a cartel’, the
PTPA, which has also begun
legal action in Britain and the
EU, accuses them of paying “ar-
tificially low compensation to
professional tennis players” and
imposing a “draconian” ranking
system that forces them to
compete in certain tourna-
ments.

The lawsuit calls the sched-
ule unsustainable, says players
are made to play in extreme
heat and often in the early hours
of the morning, that tennis balls
chosen by the tournaments are
a factor in chronic injuries and
that players’ privacy rights are
being abused by random drug
tests.

Prior to filing the lawsuit, the
PTPA said it met with more than
250 players across the tours, in-
cluding the majority of the
men’s and women’s top 20.

“The overwhelmingly posi-
tive player feedback was a re-
sounding confirmation --
change is needed now, and
players are united in their fight
for reform,” the statement
said.

Serbia’s 24-times Grand
Slam champion Djokovic has
been a fierce advocate for
change to the organisation of
tennis, insisting that the rev-
enues generated by the sport
are not fairly shared out to
players.
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FIGHT FOR
FAIR PLAY
Tennis player’s union begins legal action
against the game’s governing bodies

Tennis is broken. 
Behind the 
glamorous veneer
that the defendants
promote, players are
trapped in an unfair
system that exploits
their talent, 
suppresses their
earnings 
AHMAD NASSAR

PTPA lawsuit against governing
bodies of game a ‘special moment’
Australian tennis player Nick
Kyrgios said the lawsuit filed by
the Professional Tennis Players’
Association (PTPA) against the
sport’s governing bodies marks a
“special moment” and that it was
high time the players’ voices
were heard.

The PTPA accused the men’s
and women’s tours, as well as
the International Tennis Federa-
tion and International Tennis In-
tegrity Agency, of indulging in
anti-competitive practices and
disregarding player welfare.

Former Wimbledon finalist
Kyrgios, who is among 12 current
and former players listed as
plaintiffs along with the PTPA in
the U.S. suit in New York, said
the group was determined to do
something for the future of the
game.

“I know that myself and many
of the players aren’t happy with
the structures and everything
that’s going on in tennis at the

moment,” Kyrgios told Sky
Sports.

“This will be a special moment
in tennis, for sure.

“Things needed to change. It’s
a big day for tennis.”

The PTPA was formally estab-
lished by Novak Djokovic and

Vasek Pospisil in 2020 to advo-
cate for players.

Pospisil said the PTPA had
spoken to over 300 players and
had plenty of support, including
from the top players.

“The ATP/WTA has spread
so much fear over the years that
it’s not easy to put your name on
this publicly. Player support for
this initiative is undeniable,” he
added.

Men’s governing body the
ATP rejected the PTPA’s claims
of an unfair system that ex-
ploited the players and sup-
pressed their earnings. It said
that the PTPA was guilty of “di-
vision and distraction”.

The women’s WTA described
the action as “regrettable and
misguided”.

While player associations are
common in professional sports,
tennis is different in that the
players operate as independent
contractors.

Miami, US - A scrappy Naomi
Osaka came from behind to beat
Yuliia Starodubtseva 3-6 6-4 6-
3 in the first round of the Miami
Open on Tuesday for her first
win since January’s Australian
Open.

Osaka dropped the first set
and trailed 4-2 in the second
against the tournament qualifier
before finding her rhythm in front
of a supportive crowd on a sunny
day in South Florida.

“I knew that I wasn’t playing
too well, but I thought, let me try
to stay on the court as long as
possible because I consider
Miami my home,” said
Osaka, who was born in
Japan before moving to the
U.S. at a young age.

“(In Indian Wells) I was
just over-hitting a lot, so I
tried to use my legs. I was
going to run into every corner
if I had to, and we were going
to have to play for three hours if
she was going to beat me.”

The match hinged on a tense
Osaka service game in the
third set, where she
fended off two
break chances for
her Ukrainian
opponent and
crushed an un-
r e t u r n a b l e
serve to take a
commanding
4-1 lead.

She would
pound an-
other serve
Starodubt-
seva could
not get back
over the net on
match point to
secure the hard-
fought victory in
two hours and
28 minutes with

coach Patrick Mouratoglou look-
ing on.

Osaka was forced to with-
draw from her third round match
in Melbourne Park with an ab-
dominal strain and piled up the
errors in her first-round loss at
Indian Wells earlier this month
but moved well and showed her
trademark power to grab the win
on Tuesday.

The Japanese player faces
24th seed Liudmila Samsonova
of Russia in the second round on
Thursday, with the pair having
split their two career head-to-

head meetings.
American Alycia

Parks, Czech Kate-
rina Siniakova

and Romanian
Sorana Cirstea

were among
the other

players who
advanced to

the second
round.

Osaka rallies to beat
Starodubtseva 

Ancient Olympia, Greece - The
International Olympic Commit-
tee kicked of its session in
Olympia, site of the ancient
Games, on Tuesday that will cul-
minate with the election of a new
president on Thursday.

Outgoing President Thomas
Bach, in his speech at the
Olympic academy near the an-
cient stadium, made only a fleet-
ing reference to Thursday’s key
vote where seven candidates will
take a shot at world sport’s most
powerful and influential job.

The IOC is the world’s wealth-
iest multi-sports organisation
with revenues of about $7 billion
per four-year cycle.

“This is a exactly what this
session is about. A sacred pil-
grimage to our ancient past,”
Bach said. “An homage to our
modern origins and to our
founder. And a manifestation of
our faith in the future, when we
will elect a new president,” said
Bach, who is stepping down in
June after 12 years in charge.

The candidates are interna-
tional cycling chief David Lappar-
tient, current IOC vice-president
Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr,
World Athletics chief Sebastian
Coe, multiple Olympic swim-
ming champion Kirsty Coventry,
who is Zimbabwe’s sports min-
ister, and Prince Feisal Al Hus-
sein of Jordan.

Presidential
election of IOC
on Thursday 

Sebastian Coe is a favourite for

the post of IOC president

Imane Khelif, who won Paris
Olympics boxing gold amid a
gender-eligibility row, is de-
termined to defend her title
at the 2028 Los Angeles
Games and says she will not
be intimidated by U.S. Pres-

ident Donald Trump.
Trump signed an executive

order banning transgender
women from female sports in
the United States last month
and called Khelif “a male boxer”
in his speech after signing the
order.

“I will give you a straightfor-
ward answer, I am not trans-

gender,” she told ITV in an inter-
view. “This does not concern
me, and it does not in-
timidate me.”

The Interna-
tional Olympic
Committee’s
e x e c u t i v e
board recom-
mended box-
ing’s inclusion in
the 2028 Games on
Monday and Khelif
said she dreamed of
retaining her title in California.

“Second gold medal, of
course. In America, Los Angeles

... I (will) defend with everything
this gold medal,” she said.

“I believe that if the
old Imane operated

at 50% of her po-
tential, then the
Imane Khalif of
today is even
more motivated

and determined.”
Khelif was dis-

qualified by the Inter-
national Boxing
Association at the

2023 world championships
after a test that the body said
rendered her ineligible to fight

as a woman on the grounds of
gender.

The IBA lost its Olympic
recognition over governance is-
sues, however, and the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
cleared Khelif to compete in
Paris, aggressively defending its
position after heavy criticism.

A rival body to the IBA,
World Boxing, was given provi-
sional recognition as the inter-
national governing body of the
sport last month.

The recommendation still re-
quires final approval by the IOC
at its session in Greece.

Khelif targets second Olympic boxing gold in LA

Naomi Osaka

Imane Khelif

I know that myself and many of the
players aren’t happy with the structures
and everything that’s going on 
NICK KYRGIOS

Novak Djokovic and Vasek Pospisil

formally established the PTPA in

2020 to advocate for players



Rome, Italy - Italy will be
without striker Mateo
Retegui for both legs of their
UEFA Nations League quar-
ter-final against Germany
because of a thigh injury,
Italy’s football association
(FIGC) said on Wednesday.

Argentina-born Retegui,
who plays for Italian club
Atalanta, is this season’s top
scorer in Serie A with 22
goals, and he has scored six
times for Italy in 18 appear-
ances since making his
debut in 2023. “Striker
Mateo Retegui, who under-
went instrumental tests this
morning for a muscle strain
in his right thigh was as-
sessed as unavailable for
both matches against Ger-
many and returned to his
club for further evaluation,”
an FIGC statement said.

Fiorentina’s Moise Kean,
second highest scorer in

the Italian league
this season with 15
goals, is now Lu-
ciano Spalletti’s
most likely choice

to lead the line
against Ger-

many.

Mumbai, India - Not having
Jasprit Bumrah for the initial
few games of IPL 2025 “is a
challenge” and “hopefully he
can join the team soon”, Ma-
hela Jayawardene, the Mum-
bai Indians (MI) head coach,
said at a press interaction in
Mumbai on Wednesday. 

Jayawardene further said
that the fast bowler “is in good
spirits” as he recovers at the
BCCI’s Centre of Excel-
lence (formerly the
National Cricket
Academy) in
Bengaluru.

“[Bumrah]
has just started
his progress. We
have to wait and
see what their [BCCI
medical team] feedback is on
him,” Jayawardene said. “At
the moment, everything is
going well. But, obviously, it is
on a day-to-day basis. He is in
good spirits. Not having him is
a challenge. He is one of the
best bowlers in the world and
he has been a fantastic pro for
us for many years.

“We’ll have to wait or find

an opportunity for someone
else to step up. That’s how I
see it. It gives us an element of
trying a few things and see
how things work. The early
part of the season allows us to
do that.”

Bumrah has played all his
IPL cricket for MI, starting in
2013 and picking up 165 wick-
ets in 133 matches over the
years. The only IPL season he

missed since he started
playing was in 2023,

when he had a back
injury.

The MI squad
has Trent Boult,
Deepak Chahar,

Reece Topley and
Corbin Bosch (re-

placement for Lizaad
Williams) as the other front-
line quicks, along with captain
Hardik Pandya, the allrounder,
and the uncapped Ashwani
Kumar, Satyanarayana Raju,
Arjun Tendulkar and Raj
Angad Bawa. Bumrah’s ab-
sence could force a rethink of
MI’s bowling plans, since Boult
and Chahar are predominantly
powerplay bowlers, leaving

them short of proven T20 ex-
perience in the death.

Bumrah hasn’t recovered
from the stress-related back
injury that has kept him out of
action since January, and he
could join the MI squad in early
April. He suffered the injury on
the second day of the final Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy Test in
Sydney on January 4. Bumrah
was subsequently ruled out of
the Champions Trophy, which
India won earlier this month.
This is the first time Bumrah
has gone down with a back in-
jury since his surgery in March
2023.

While announcing the
Champions Trophy squad in
January, Ajit Agarkar, India’s
chief selector, had said that
Bumrah had been asked by the
BCCI medical team to offload
for at least five weeks (from
the SCG Test). 

MI’s first two IPL 2025 fix-
tures are away. They start their
campaign in Chennai against
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) on
March 23 and then play Gu-
jarat Titans (GT) in Ahmed-
abad on March 29. 

12     MUSCAT DAILY       THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2025

SPORTS

BUMRAH’S
ABSENCE ‘A
CHALLENGE’

Suryakumar to lead Mumbai in
IPL opener as Pandya serves ban
Mumbai, India - Suryakumar
Yadav will lead Mumbai Indians
in their Indian Premier League
opener against Chennai Super
Kings on Sunday while regular
skipper Hardik Pandya serves a
one-match ban.

Pandya was penalised for MI’s
slow over-rate in their last league
game of IPL 2024, against Luc-
know Super Giants (LSG). Since
that was his third offence of the
season, Pandya was given a one-
match suspension for his next IPL
game, along with an INR 30 lakh
fine.

“That is out of my control,”
all-rounder Pandya told re-

porters in a pre-tourna-
ment press conference in

Mumbai on Wednes-
day.

“We bowled the
last over one-and-

a-half or two min-
utes late. At that

point I didn’t
know the con-
sequences.”

“It is unfor-
tunate, but the

rules say it. I will
have to go with the process.”

Pandya will be available for
MI’s second game, also away, in
Ahmedabad against Gujarat Ti-
tans (GT) on March 29. MI’s first
home match is two days later,
when they host Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) on March 31. They
then play two matches in the first

week of April: LSG in Lucknow on
April 4 and at home against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) on
April 7.

MI had finished last in IPL
2024 after winning only four out
of 14 games.

Mumbai are spoilt for choice
though when it comes to leader-
ship.

Apart from India test and one-

day captain Rohit Sharma and
national T20 skipper Suryaku-
mar, Mumbai also boast pacer
Jasprit Bumrah, who has cap-
tained in tests and T20 Interna-
tionals.

Bumrah will miss the early part
of the league with a back injury he
suffered in Australia earlier this
year.

“I’m lucky that I have three

captains who are playing with
me,” all-rounder Pandya said.

“I know that there are three
different minds, who have led
India in different formats and so
many years of experience are al-
ways there.”

Mumbai and Chennai are IPL’s
two most successful sides having
claimed five titles each.

Head coach Mahela Jayawar-
dene said Mumbai had identified
the core group and added more
experience to bid for a sixth IPL
trophy. “It’s not an easy thing to
win an IPL trophy, we all know
that, and Mumbai has been suc-
cessful delivering that,” the for-
mer Sri Lanka captain said.

That is out of my control. We bowled
the last over one-and-a-half or two
minutes late. At that point I didn’t
know the consequences
HARDIK PANDYA

Chandigarh, India - Shreyas Iyer,
the new Punjab Kings captain,
has expressed his intention to bat
at No. 3 during IPL 2025. Iyer re-
cently proved to be India’s point
of difference at No. 4 during their
unbeaten run to the Champions
Trophy title in Dubai and earlier
in IPL 2024, when he captained
Kolkata Knight Riders to the title,
he had primarily batted at the
same position. Occasionally, he
had also slid down to No. 5 or No.
6 to suit the needs of KKR last
season.

“We already know
that IPL is an integral
part of Indian cricket.
And If I would want to
mark myself at some po-
sition in T20, it would be
No. 3,” Iyer said at a press
conference. “And that’s
what I’m focusing at. I
wouldn’t say that we are plan-
ning and thinking about what
number I will be batting.

“This time I’m quite clear
about that position. And I’m
going to be focusing on that num-
ber. As long as the coach ap-
proves of me.”

Iyer will reunite with coach
Ponting after the pair had some
success at Delhi Capitals, helping
them make the playoffs from
2019 to 2021, including the final
in 2020. PBKS splurged INR
26.75 crore (USD 3.18 million ap-

prox) on Iyer, making him the
second-most expensive player at
an IPL auction.

“If you look back at the auc-
tion, I think it was pretty clear to
everyone who I wanted as my
captain,” Ponting said. “And we

got what we wanted. I was des-
perate to work with Shreyas
again. We had a great working
relationship at Delhi over a long
period of time. He’s one of the
best players that I’ve worked
with. He’s a great human being.
He’s an IPL-winning captain. You
couldn’t ask for much more.

“We’ve got the best leader
that we could possibly hope for.
And we’ve had a lot of great
times and success together. I
think we understand each other
really well. As you know, the cap-
tain-coach relationship in any
team is vital.”

In IPL 2024, PBKS had man-
aged to win just one of their
seven home games across Mul-
lanpur and Dharamsala, and fin-
ished second from bottom.
Ponting is hoping to remedy that
and find ways to win at home this
season. “What I understand is
that if you are not winning at
home, you are not winning the
IPL,” Ponting said. “It’s one of the
main reasons that I’m sit-
ting here now. I wanted
a really strong coaching
challenge. And we’ve
got that. But there’s
no pressure on us.
We’re going to go out
and play a really dy-
namic and enter-
taining brand
of cricket.”

Italy striker
Retegui
ruled out of
Germany
matches 

WRC drivers protest swearing crackdown with silence in Kenya
Nairobi, Kenya - Drivers compet-
ing in the World Rally Champi-
onship (WRC) will stay silent, or
speak only in their own lan-
guages, in stage-end interviews
at this week’s Kenya Safari Rally
in protest at the governing FIA’s
ban on swearing.

The World Rally Drivers Al-
liance (WoRDA) said in a state-
ment on Wednesday that the
action was necessary in the
sport’s interest.

“We apologise to all the rally

fans, even though we know they
support us,” it added.

Hyundai’s French driver
Adrien Fourmaux was fined
10,000 euros ($10,907) with a
further 20,000 suspended, for
swearing in a television interview
at the end of Rally Sweden in
February.

The fine was the first since
amendments to the FIA sporting
code in January set out stiff sanc-
tions for drivers who break the
rules concerning conduct, includ-

ing bad language.
The drivers and co-drivers set

up WoRDA, which is similar to
Formula One’s GPDA, after
Fourmaux’s penalty when they
condemned fines that they said
were vastly disproportionate to
average incomes and budgets in
rallying.

This time I’m
quite clear about

that position.
And I’m going to

be focusing on
that number

SHREYAS IYER

Mumbai 
Indians coach

Jayawardene says 
it is an opportunity 

to test new 
options 

French driver Adrien Fourmaux

was fined 10,000 euros for

swearing in a television 

interview in February

Suryakumar Yadav

Jasprit Bumrah has not recovered
from the stress-related back
injury and could join the MI
squad in early April

Mateo Retegui

I want to mark myself
at No 3, says Shreyas 



Mohammed Taha

F
or Mohammed bin Hamoud al Qamshoui,
who hails from the wilayat of Bahla, in
Dakhliyah governorate, pottery is more than
a craft - it is a legacy. Having inherited the

skill from his father, the Omani artisan has, however,
given it a new-age spin.

Qamshoui has now taken a bold step forward,
merging traditional pottery-making with advanced
3D printing techniques to create unique ceramics.

"I inherited the profession of hand-crafted pottery
from my father," Qamshoui said. Since officially em-
barking on his journey in 2006, he has expanded his
repertoire to include cups, teacups, plates, vases,
and ceramic medallions in various sizes and designs.

Beyond crafting pottery, Qamshoui is dedicated
to passing on his knowledge. He conducts training
sessions for school students, teaching them the in-
tricacies of pottery and porcelain-making. This year,
he introduced 3D printing into his work, a move that
has transformed his creative process.

He gained expertise in the technology through
training programmes at the Pottery and Ceramics
Training and Production Centre in Bahla. After com-
pleting the programme, he launched his own small-
scale craft project, receiving support from the centre
to establish his business.

"I receive orders from customers – both, individ-
uals and institutions - from within Oman and
abroad," he said. Initially, marketing his products had
proved challenging but social media changed it.

"At the beginning, marketing was an obstacle
until I launched my project's social media accounts.
This significantly increased demand for my prod-
ucts," he said adding that participation in exhibitions
and training sessions also contributed to his growth.

Qamshoui believes his craft has taught him pa-
tience, endurance, and self-reliance. "The profession
of hand-made pottery taught me these essential
qualities," he said.

Innovation in pottery
Explaining the advantages of 3D printing, Al-
Qamshoui said he uses specialised software to de-
sign each piece before printing. "These programmes
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Bahla potter integrates 3D
printing technology to fashion

traditional pottery

facilitate my work, saving time and effort while en-
suring a neat and organised final product," he said.

The process begins with designing the shape on
software which is then fed into a 3D printer. "Some-
times, a single piece takes up to five hours to print,"
he noted. The technology allows for greater preci-
sion, consistency, and efficiency compared to tradi-
tional hand-crafting methods.

Qamshoui has received financial assistance from
the pottery centre of Riyada, in Dakhliyah, which pro-
vided essential materials for manufacturing and firing
the produçts. But, the support from his family and
friends helped him in staying motivated, he asserts.

His participation in local exhibitions and training
workshops, including one on decoration and gypsum
mould-making, has further boosted his craft, giving
him more experience and exposure. 

"Participation in exhibitions plays a crucial role in
marketing and promoting our products,” he notes,
adding, “It also allows us to receive honest feedback
from visitors, which helps improve product quality
and enhances competition among artisans in this
fray," he said.

Al Qamshoui encourages Omani youth to em-
brace traditional crafts, urging them to preserve their
heritage. "Learning Omani crafts helps keep our tra-
ditions alive and sustains our authentic cultural iden-
tity," he said.

The technology 

allows for greater

precision, 

consistency, and 

efficiency 

compared to 

traditional 

hand-crafting

methods

MOHAMMED BIN HAMOUD
AL QAMSHOUI

PRINTING POTS
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Ingredients
2 apples large
1½tbsp ghee 
¼ cup + 2tbsp granulated sugar
¼ + tsp cinnamon powder
¼tsp cardamom powder

tsp nutmeg powder
Sliced almonds/cashew nuts - to garnish

Method
Wash the apples and peel them. Cut into slices
and run them into a food processor till the apples
are well ground. Few pieces are ok. In a pan, heat
ghee on medium flame. Once hot, add the ap-
ples and cook till all the water is evaporated.
Now, add sugar and mix. Also add cinnamon
powder, nutmeg and cardamom powder. As the
sugar melts, the halwa will again become liquidy.
Cook for 5 minutes, stirring continuously, till all
the water evaporates. Garnish with sliced al-
monds/cashew nuts and serve hot.

Ingredients
25 bread slices
3 cups water
Pinch of cardamom powder
8 spoons sugar
½ cup oil
1tbsp cashew nuts - roasted

Method
Take all the bread pieces and roast them on a
pan on medium heat till they turn crispy. (You
can directly use rusk if you want to cut short the
time). Blend the toasted bread in a blender and
make a powder like breadcrumbs. Take about 1
½ cups of breadcrumbs, and keep it aside. In a
nonstick pan, heat 2tbsp oil, add the measured
breadcrumbs, and sauté them till they turn
golden brown. Add 3 cups of water and keep
stirring it as you see the mixture starts to boil.
Slowly add the sugar. As the sugar dissolves, add
remaining oil, little by little, and keep stirring till
the water evaporates and the mixture turns into
a halwa consistency. Garnish with roasted
cashew nuts.

Apple Halwa

Ingredients
1 cup moong dal 
9 to 10tbsp ghee 
4 green cardamoms – powdered
10 to 12 pistachios (unsalted) – chopped
10 to 12 blanched almonds – sliced
1tbsp golden raisins
To be mixed 
1 cup whole milk
2 cups water
1 cup sugar

Method
Soak the moong dal or mung lentils, in
enough water overnight or for 4 to 5 hours.
Drain and then grind the moong dal to a
smooth paste with ¼ or ⅓ cup water to a
smooth and fine consistency. Melt ghee in
a nonstick kadai or frying pan, add the
ground moong dal, stir and mix well.

Keep on stirring the halwa on medium-
low to medium heat till the raw aroma goes
away completely. First the halwa is pasty,

then it starts getting lumpy and then starts
breaking down and getting separated with
the fat releasing from the sides. Break the
lumps while stirring.

Meanwhile when the halwa is cooking,
in another pan or kadai, take milk, water and
sugar. Keep this pan on the stove top and
stir so that the sugar dissolves. On a low or
medium flame, heat this milk-water-sugar
mixture till it comes to a boil. The moong
dal mixture should reach a granular consis-
tency before you add the hot milk mixture.
You should get a fried aroma from the
mung lentils and the colour should become
golden. The fat also should get separated.

When the milk mixture comes to a boil,
add it to the fried mung lentils. The mixture
sizzles, so be careful while adding the hot
milk and water mixture. Stir well, simmer
and cook, stirring often.

The liquids should get absorbed and
once again you will see the ghee getting
separated. Lastly, add cardamom powder,
chopped pistachios and raisins. Serve hot. 

Bread Halwa

NAME CHANGE
I, JIPSARANI   PUZHIYIL   PUTHIYA PURAYIL (holder of Indian 
Passport P5717109 daughter of SETHURAMAN PUZHIYIL   PUTHIYA
PURAYIL having permanent residence in No 9 8TH CROSS VINAYAKA
LAYOUT DODDANEKUNDI MAHADEVAPURA BENGALURU PIN:
560037, KARNATAKA, INDIA (complete postal address in India), and
presently residing SQU, KNOWLEDGE OASIS MUSCAT, BUILDING NO
2185, FLAT NO 610, (complete postal address in Oman) intend to change
my name from JIPSARANI  PUZHIYIL  PUTHIYA  PURAYIL (old name)
to  JIPSA   SUNNY MANGWANI (new name) for all practical. Any 
objection towards my name change may please be communicated to 
Embassy of India, Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, PO Box No:
1727, Postal Code 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman.

SITUATION WANTED

FOR 
RENT

� State of the Art 
warehouse and 
office in Misfah

�Centrally located with
ease of access to 
Muscat - Nizwa Sohar

OFFICE
700 sq mts of office 
space, centralized air 
conditioning ready to use.

WAREHOUSE
� 3000++ pallets space 

available on monthly/
per pallet rental bases.

� loading/unloading
bays, with state of the
art racking and 
centrally air 
conditioning 
@21 degree

CONTACT NO: 9 3 8 9 3 5 9 6

SEND
YOUR 

REQUEST
FOR

Birthday/Anniversary 

wishes to 

wish@apexmedia.co.om 

with your resident 
card copy 

(It’s free of cost)

MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings for 
individuals and establishments: Situations Vacant/Wanted, 

Accommodation Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale or Wanted, 

Matrimonial Alliances, etc  

Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

Indian male and female accoun-

tants seek suitable placement 

Contact:76975848 and

94290642

24 years of experience in FMCG in

Oman and UAE, looking for a job in

Sales and Marketing. Have a valid

driving licence 

Mobile:93649926, 93649926 

CLASSIFIEDS 

IFTAR DESSERTS

If you’ve had enough of the regular halwas
available around town, how about trying some
offbeat halwas for iftar dinners this Ramadan?

Moong Dal Halwa
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Don't indulge yourself or anyone else in anything that
doesn't sound quite right. Financially speaking, you have
antennae that are as keen as the day is long, and they're
trying to send you an important message right now. The
time is definitely not good to make any major invest-
ments. Wait a while and be sure it is before you.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Everyone knows how fond you are of your behind-the-
scenes work. You operate best when you're quite literally
pulling the strings from the wings. But right about now
you may be asked to take center stage, which, obviously,
can't be done from behind a curtain. So don't fight it. It's
your turn to shine, that's all. You're the star of your own
show. Revel in it.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
If you have something to say to a certain higher-up who's
been anything but communicative lately, you'd better say
it now. First off, you might just be paranoid that they're
avoiding you. Maybe they don't even know your full
name! You can make some headway, but you have to act
fast. Knock politely, enter on command, and ask for a few
minutes of their time. That's a nice way to start, isn't it?

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Touchy? You? Oh, every now and then, maybe. Today in
particular, for example. If you are, indeed, feeling especially
cranky, you'd better take some time off from your partner.
Absence does make the heart grow fonder, after all, and
when you already know you're in a bad mood, isn't it best
to put some distance between you and the person you
care about most? Sure it is.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Today might be a little tricky when it comes to commu-
nication and travel. Now that you know what you're deal-
ing with, it's up to you to plan for it. If the past few days
have been a struggle, and you don't want an instant re-
play of the disorganization, troubleshoot. Be sure you
have an alternative arrangement for each and every plan. 

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Your faith in the Universe is a rare and lovely thing, and
that confidence is certainly going to come in handy
today. The rest of the world will likely be storming
around mad at something or someone. But you'll be an
oasis of calm, an inspiration in this otherwise hectic
day. Share your peacefulness with others if possible. 

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Ready to do some shopping? You bet you are. And since
you've been good in this department for some time now,
you're perfectly justified. The thing is you may not be able
to find what you want. Not just yet anyway. That doesn't
mean you won't find it in the future or even sooner than
that. In the meantime, though, don't settle. Shop around.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Tolerance isn't usually one of your finest assets. Bravery,
energy, and unstoppable enthusiasm, of course, all those
undoubtedly belong to you, but tolerance isn't something
that comes naturally. Keep this in mind, because you're
going to have to give yourself a crash course in this at-
tribute, and with any luck you'll get the basics down soon. 

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Tolerance isn't usually one of your finest assets. Bravery,
energy, and unstoppable enthusiasm, of course, all those
undoubtedly belong to you, but tolerance isn't something
that comes naturally. Keep this in mind, because you're
going to have to give yourself a crash course in this at-
tribute, and with any luck you'll get the basics down soon. 

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Just when you thought it was safe to come out and
were getting ready to do just that...don't. Not yet and
especially if you don't have to. Today's astrological buf-
fet is chock full of frustrations, and if you're trying to
convince a family member to do something they've
been resisting, it probably won't get much better.
Should you give up? Absolutely not. 

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Just when you thought it might actually be safe to come
out, just for a few hours, one more challenge will arrive,
and this one won't be going anywhere in a hurry. Yes,
you've heard an awful lot of that lately, but don't shoot
the messenger, and don't be upset with yourself. The
heavens are stalling you. Go get a massage or buy that
outfit you've been admiring from afar. 

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
There's an awful lot of activity going on right now concern-
ing your finances, your joint finances in particular. What
it boils down to is you may need to take the checkbook or
credit card away from someone who doesn't quite know
how to manage it. If it's a partner, you'll have your work
cut out for you, especially if you want to be nice about it.
Be practical first. 

WEEKEND SPECIAL

TRIVIA QUIZ - FOR TEENS

1.       In Sudan, during Ramadan, this dish is
popularly consumed for iftar?

A.     Saltah
B.      Asida
C.     Molokhia
D.     Harisa

2.      Which fruit shrub bears the flower
shown here? 

A.     Plum
B.      Mandarin
C.     Pomegranate
D.     Cashew

3.      In which country would you find the
tomb of Nabi Ayoub?

A.     Saudi Arabia
B.      Morocco
C.     Yemen
D.     Oman

Answers
1. B
2. C
3. D

LEVEL EASY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and 

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and only one 
instance of each number

DO YOU SUDOKU?
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

BOGGLER

E A R B

E U R Y

L S E K

Y P E M

You have three minutes to find all
the words contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

S
I

P
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G
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BBF Iftar

The British Business Forum hosted an iftar dinner on the British embassy lawns on Sunday

Guys, enjoy an iftar gather-
ing outdoors, if you must,
but make sure to clean up
after you’re done. Don’t just
take community hygiene for
granted and think it is
someone else’s responsi-
bility.

While I enjoy hopping
around during the holy sea-
son, sharing pleasantries
with the faithful and partak-
ing in their observances,
what puts me off is the
scant attention given to
cleanliness at some loca-
tions. 

Many of the parks in
town, especially in Wadi
Kabir, Qurum, Seeb, as well
as stretches of lush lawns
along many streets in town
are frequented by families
and groups of people who
come together for iftar.

While the warmth and
brotherhood over sharing a
meal is commendable, one
cannot overlook what they
often leave behind – water
bottles, cola cans, plastic

plates/glasses/spoons,
thermocol food containers,
etc. Often these are
dumped besides overflow-
ing bins while some of it
gets carried by the wind and

no one really goes after it.
While some conscien-

tious groups carry away
their trash, many rely on the
civic cleaners to do the job.
Besides leaving behind a
shabby sight for other visi-
tors to these public places,
the trash also invites ro-
dents and pests. It also
raises a stench of leftover
foodstuff which will be
cleared by the garbage vans
only in the wee hours of the
next day.

Guys, we all need to get
bitter about litter, only then
can we keep Muscat as the
‘most beautiful city’ that we
always talk about. Every
stray pouch of chips, each
toffee wrapper, every
cigarette butt tossed away
carelessly counts. It all be-
gins with…you!

Get bitter about litter
HOPPING
AROUND 

WITH 
HOPIBI

IN TOWN



Ouseppinte Osiyathu,
set in Idukki's hills,
revolves around
the unity of a family

which crumbles amidst greed,
betrayal, and tragedy, leading to
escalating tensions and deepen-
ing conflicts between its mem-
bers.

The film has been credited as
one that blends family drama
with a touch of mystery, making
it an engaging and emotional ex-
perience. The storytelling is cap-
tivating, with a perfect mix of
heartwarming moments and
subtle suspense that keeps the
audience invested.

The direction by Sarath
Chandran R J is commendable,
bringing out the best from the
cast while maintaining an en-
gaging narrative flow. The film’s
emotional depth is enhanced by
stunning cinematography and a
well-composed background
score.

Even though an investigation
is happening in the movie, which
practically keeps the audience
interested in the story, what
eventually works in favour of the
film is how it shapes the drama
using each character. By reveal-
ing minimal details about each
character at regular intervals,
writer Fasal Hassan manages to
keep the audience engaged
throughout.

Dileesh Pothan, who plays

the vulnerable and sentimental
Michael,  has emerged as a
favourite in this movie where in
he is often caught off guard in
some sequences. Michael has
always tried to hold the family
together, and if you come to
terms with his predicament, the

story brings in an emotional el-
ement that pulls on the heart-
strings of viewers. Kalabhavan
Shajon, who plays the brother
George, on the other hand, com-
plements Pothan’s role on
screen.

Though the film lacked any

specific visuals that brought
about a wow factor, every scene
had a palpable impact on the
flow of the story, creating an
overall positive impression.
Worth a watch.
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Park Bo-gum in
‘When Life Gives
You Tangerines!’
Okay, can we talk about Park Bo-gum in
When Life Gives You Tangerines? Because he’s
literally the entire green forest in this show!
His character, Gwan-sik, just has this calm-

ing, earthy vibe that
makes everything feel
so peaceful, like being
in the middle of a lush
forest.

Watching him grow
from a carefree young guy to a loving father
and partner is honestly so beautiful. And the
chemistry between him and IU? It’s like the
trees swaying together in the wind—so nat-
ural and perfect. (The man is such a simp
when it comes to his girl!)

Park Bo-gum’s performance is so
grounded and real, it just feels like he’s the
heart of the whole story. (Those doe eyes...
sigh) Every scene he’s in feels so warm and
comforting. Can someone please give him all
the awards already?

Rating �����

BOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW: 
OUSEPPINTE OSIVATHU (Malayalam)
Genre: Family drama
Starring: Dileesh Pothan, Kalabhavan Shajon, 
Vijayaraghavan, Kani Kusruti

La Roux returns to
stage with ‘Don’t
know where I went’
Dynamic dance pop singer La Roux — who won a
2011 Grammy for Best Electronic/Dance Album —
made a triumphant return to the stage on Saturday
night, and turned in a bulletproof performance.

The flame-haired singer — who hit No 8 on the
Billboard Hot 100 chart in 2010 with her hit, ‘Bullet-
proof’ — played the sleek LA venue the Sun Rose on
Saturday. “It’s been 10 years… I don’t know where I
went,” said, “there is an album on the way.”

Filial rollercoaster

Tom Cruise, Ana de Armas
spark dating rumours 
Tom and Ana first sparked romance rumours over Valentine's Day

weekend last month when they were photographed together for
the first time. They were spotted walking in London's Soho neighbour-
hood, with the Deep Water actor carrying bags of takeout from a
restaurant. Both stopped to chat and take photographs with fans. Nei-
ther Tom, who has been filming an Alejandro G Inarritu movie in Eng-
land in recent months, nor Ana have commented on the rumours.

D
isney's live-action remakes of animated
classics are usually safe bets. But a new
version of the oldest of them all, Snow
White, has become mired in controver-

sies, receiving an unusually low-key premiere in
Hollywood on Saturday.

The studio kept its outspoken stars Rachel Zegler

and Gal Gadot away from reporters at the afternoon
event, with no red carpet interviews - and has
avoided questions about the film's divisive depic-
tions of the Seven Dwarfs.

It follows a similarly pared-down European pre-
miere on Wednesday at a remote castle in Segovia,
Spain, where few media outlets were invited.
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