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HM extends support to envoys to
help carry out their duties

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik received sep-
arately at Al Barakah Palace on
Tuesday credentials of a number
of ambassadors of Arab and
other friendly countries accred-
ited to the Sultanate of Oman.
During their meeting with His
Majesty the Sultan, the ambas-
sadors conveyed the greetings
and best wishes of their coun-
tries’ leaders to His Majesty the
Sultan and the Omani people.
They also expressed their
great honour and delight at pre-
senting their credentials to His
Majesty the Sultan. They af-
firmed to exert sincere efforts to
promote relations of their re-
spective countries with Omaniin
various spheres in a manner that
serves the joint interests of the

Omani people and their coun-
tries’ citizens.

His Majesty the Sultan wel-
comed the ambassadors, ex-
pressing his gratitude for their
leaders’ greetings and best
wishes. His Majesty the Sultan
affirmed that they would receive
all support from him, the Gov-
ernment and the Omani people
to facilitate carrying out their du-
ties.

The credentials presentation
ceremony was attended by the
Minister of Diwan of Royal
Court, Foreign Minister, Com-
mander of the Royal Guard of
Oman, Head of Royal Protocols
and Military Aides to His
Majesty the Sultan.

ONA
See also

HM receives ambassadors' credentials

OF NATION
His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik
receives credentials
from Amina Ali
Abdallah,
Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary
Ambassador of
Kenya, at Al Barakah
Palace on Tuesday
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SAYYID THEYAZIN TO
PRESIDE OVER
CELEBRATIONS OF
WOMEN'S CLUB

Muscat - H H Sayyid
Theyazin bin Haitham al
Said, Minister of Culture,
Sports and Youth, will
preside over celebrations of
the Women's Club for
Sports and Cultural
Creativity on Wednesday
on the occasion of Omani
Women's Day.

During the event, to be
held at Al Bustan Palace
Hotel, the logo of the club
will be unveiled.

H H Sayyid Theyazin
issued a decision on
October 17, 2021, to launch
the Women's Club for
Sports and Cultural
Creativity.

Oman-French joint exhibition
at Bait Greiza

Sayyid Theyazin directsall to
support Seeb Club in AFC Cup final

Our Correspondent
Muscat

H H Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham al Said, Minister of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, has di-
rected all to support Seeb Club
which represents Oman in the
2022 AFC Cup final.

Seeb Club has created
Omani football history by book-
ing a place in the final of the
2022 AFC Cup.

A statement issued by the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and

Youth said that H H Sayyid
Theyazin has directed relevant
authorities to provide the neces-
sary financial support to the club
and, in cooperation with Oman
Air, operate a plane for Seeb
Club fans to attend the final
match in Malaysia.

The ministry said that this is

to encourage Omani sporting
achievements and to boost the
sportsmen's efforts to raise the
Omani flag in international
championships, and in apprecia-
tion of the victories Seeb Club
achieved in the 2022 AFC Cup
by reaching the final for the first
time.

(Supplied photo)

The final match of the 19th
edition of AFC Cup, Asia's sec-
ondary club football tournament
organised by the Asian Football
Confederation, will be contested
between Kuala Lumpur City FC
from Malaysia and Seeb Club in
Kuala Lumpur at 3pm (Oman
time) on October 22.

Seeb Club reached the final
after a series of wins in the group
stage to the playoffs. It reached
the final, representing the West
Asian region, after beating
Bahrain's Riffa 4-0.

‘Women in Oman are
an essential element of
national development’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Sima Sami Bahous, Undersecre-
tary-General of the United Na-
tions and Executive Director of
UN Women, praised the tangi-
ble progress made by Oman in
empowering women and en-
hancing their position in various
aspects.

“Oman realised from an early
stage that the empowerment and
advancement of women is an es-
sential element in the march of
nations. Women were at the
forefront of the priorities of the
national strategy for comprehen-
sive development, pointing to the
keenness of Oman Vision 2040
to make the person and society
the main focus, by providing an
appropriate environment and
legislation that preserves the po-
sition of women in the home,
work environment and society,”
Sima said.

In her speech via video confer-
ence, Sima stressed that the
Omani woman over the past
decades has been able to prove
her distinguished presence and
has effectively invested in the op-
portunities that have been made
available to her.

“Statistics  indicate  that
women's enrollment in educa-
tional institutions increased to 73
per cent in 2019, and in the same
year women accounted for 40
per cent of the list of scholarship
students, which are encouraging
and inspiring percentages that

Sima Sami Bahous

send many messages of ambition
to girls and women in the Arab
region and the Middle East,” she
said.

Sima confirmed that the
Omani woman has assumed dis-
tinguished leadership positions in
the various state agencies in sev-
eral locations.

Further, she said that the per-
centage of Omani women work-
ing in the government sector in
2019 amounted to more than 40
per cent of the total number of
employees, and they also
achieved a presence in the pri-
vate sector, economy and busi-
ness sectors with 88 per cent of
the total number of craftsmen in
2019. Their percentage in the
field of entrepreneurship rose to
23 per cent of the total.

The UN congratulated Omani
women on the occasion of their
annual day celebrated on Octo-
ber 17.

GCC project spending slows
amid fears of global recession

Shehan Karunatilaka wins
Booker Prize

Oman, Switzerland lead Global Health for Peace Initiative

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Continuing the central role
played by the sultanate regionally
and internationally in line with the
belief of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik in spreading
the message of peace, H E Dr
Hilal Ali al Sabti, Minister of Hea-
Ith, headed the sultanate's dele-
gation participating in the World
Health Summit 2022 held in
Berlin, Germany, till October 18.

Participation of Oman in this
forum reflects its efforts in attain-
ing cohesion and cooperation for
peacekeeping and using health as
a bridge for global peace.

The sultanate’s speech at the
World Health Summit (WHS)

session on Global Health Insights
shed light on the significance of
the Global Health for Peace Initia-
tive (GHPI) and how health inter-
ventions can contribute to peace
and social cohesion by fostering

dialogue, building trust, or ad-
dressing grievances.

It emphasised that GHPI is
founded on the firm conviction of
Oman that local, regional and
global peace is are top priority,

(Supplied photo)

and a condition for social and
economic development. It is an
essential requirement for health
development and improving the
health status of people and the
quality of life.

The initiative, co-founded by
Oman and Switzerland, and ap-
proved by the WHO Executive
Board, uses health as a way to re-
duce the gaps between conflict-
ing parties, as a gateway to

discuss peace-building means,
and as an approach to engage
these parties in an open dialogue
on other related issues.

The address referred to the
necessity of deploying the
broader utilisation of health as a
real bridge for peace. This is pos-
sible with the firm commitment
of member states, partners and
organisations to strengthen ties
between health and peace.

WHS 2022 addresses global
risks and threats, such as climate
change and ecosystem degrada-
tion, as well as epidemics, natural
and human-created disasters,
conflicts, and violence. It also fo-
cuses on new approaches to in-
vestment in health and other
health issues and challenges.
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HM receives ambassadors' credentials

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik gives audience to Mohammed Nasser al Hajri (right), Ambassador of Kuwait, after the latter's accreditation

Sudanese Ambassador H E Salah Al Din al Hajj Mohammed al Kando

Hungarian Ambassador H E Barnabas Fodor

Bangladeshi Ambassador H E Mohammed Nazmul Islam

Sri Lankan Ambassador Ahmed Lebbe Sabarullah Khan

Syrian Ambassador H E Dr Idris Maya

Nepalese Ambassador H E Dornath Aryal

Romanian Ambassador H E Florin Marius Tacu

Signals to control traffic at As'Salam in Seeb

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat Municipality has an-
nounced that traffic lights will
be made operational at
As'Salam Roundabout in Seeb,
starting October 20.

In a statement, Muscat Mu-

nicipality said, ‘Operations of
traffic lights at As'Salam
Roundabout will be effective
from the morning of October
20. Traffic lights at As'Salam
Roundabout will control vehic-
ular traffic and provide safe
places for crossing in the dense
urban area.’
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Omani-French joint exhibition
inaugurated in Bait Greiza

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The National Museum of Oman
inaugurated an exhibition titled
‘Fragrance Journeys' at Bait
Greiza, affiliated to the museum,
in cooperation with the Museum
of Fine Arts in Lyon, France, and
the Embassy of France, under the
patronage of H E Dr Fatima bint
Mohammed al Ajmiya, Under-
secretary in the Ministry of
Health.

The inauguration was held in
the presence of a number of high
level dignitaries, members of the
diplomatic corps, members of
the Board of Trustees of the Na-
tional Museum, and a number of
people interested in museums
and cultural affairs. The exhibi-
tion will continue till May 7,
2023.

Jamal bin Hassan al Moosawi,
secretary-general of the National
Museum, addressed the gather-
ing, which was followed by
speeches by Sylvie Raymond, di-
rector of the Museum of Fine
Arts in Lyon, and H E Luciano
Rispoli, Deputy French Ambas-
sador to the sultanate.

The exhibition presents 23
artefacts from the Museum of
Fine Arts in Lyon, and highlights
the frankincense and incense
pathways of the most prominent
eras from the Pharaonic era to
avant-garde art, including a mas-

JAMAL BIN HASSAN AL MOOSAWI

terpiece of glazed pottery by the
international artist Pablo Picasso
shown for the first time in Oman.

Among the most prominent
objects in the exhibition are an
alabaster perfume bottle dating
back to the Greek civilisation
(5th and 6th centuries BC), an
essential oil holder in the form of
a bust of a Nubian man dating
back to the Roman Empire, and
an incense case in the form of a
boat that was used to preserve
and adorn incense from northern

Italy, dating back to the 14th cen-
tury AH.

The exhibition also includes
works of modern art, such as an
oval vessel by Claudius Linussier
(1893-1953 AH) in the 'Art Deco’
style, which developed during
the period between the two
world wars.

On the occasion, Moosawi
said, “We are honoured to coop-
erate with the Museum of Fine
Arts in Lyon and to host this ex-
hibition as it is the first tempo-

rary exhibition from France to be
hosted in Oman after many
years."

Hosting the exhibition, he
added, comes within the frame-
work of cultural diplomacy pur-
sued by the museum with the
aim of strengthening the bonds
of friendship and introducing vis-
itors to the culture of appreciat-
ing fragrance in Oman, the land
of frankincense, and how it re-
flected in artefacts of other an-
cient civilisations - Egyptian,
Greek, Roman, Medieval ltaly,
Medieval France - before pass-
ing through to modern art, in-
cluding contemporary artistic
expression in France. These are
historical milestones that arose
as a result of Oman's gift to the
world - frankincense.

Sylvie said the Museum of

(Supplied photo)

Fine Arts in Lyon will display a
selection of selected pieces from
the valuable collection in the Na-
tional Museum, all of which tell
the history of the path of per-
fumes.

H E Rispoli said the depth of
Omani-French relations dates
back to the 17th century, when
French merchant ships anchored
in Muscat at the crossroads of
the maritime trade routes lead-
ing to the Indian Ocean.

He added that the joint exhi-
bition is a prelude to a series of
long-term cooperation activities
between the two sides.

The cooperation will extend in
two phases. During the first
phase, the 23 selected pieces of
art have been loaned by the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts in Lyon to be
displayed in Bait Greiza.

(Supplied photo)

PDO announces new
social investment

initiatives
Muscat - Petroleum Developme-
nt Oman (PDO) has committed
to support a host of new projects
costing more than US$4mn,
which will benefit communities
and boost sustainable develop-
ment across the sultanate.

The initiatives include com-
mitments in the key areas of
health, community infrastructure
development as well as enhanc-
ing the education sector.

Nine memoranda of collabo-
ration confirming these commit-
ments were signed on Tuesday at
an official ceremony held under
the patronage of H E Badr bin
Salim al Mamari, Secretary-Gen-
eral of Tender Board, at the PDO
Knowledge World centre in Mus-
cat.

To encourage provision of the
best medical services across
Oman, PDO is funding the con-
struction of a new health centre
in Mudhi in the wilayat of Tham-
rait, which serves 40 patients
every day. It is also funding the

purchase of medical equipment
for The Royal Hospital and Al Ha-
laniyat Health Centre.

In line with the company's
commitment to support the edu-
cation sector within its conces-
sion areas, PDO signed an
agreement to provide lab com-
puters to schools in Alm'arif and
Al Kuhl in the wilayats of Haima
and Al Jazer. More than 558 stu-
dents will benefit from these
computers which will contribute
to enhancing the quality of edu-
cation.

On the occasion, Abdulamir
bin Abdulhussein al Ajmi, Exter-
nal Affairs and Value Creation
Director of PDO, said, "Today's
signings are in keeping with
PDO's long-standing practice of
supporting local communities
through investments in sustain-
able development projects.

"These stand as a testament
to PDO's dedication to support-
ing the prosperity of local com-
munities.”

HILAL TARIQ AL BARWANI S A YOUNG COMPUTER ENTHUSIAST WHO ENJOYS WRITING AND

SPEAKING ON COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY

he importance of code

e all have many applica-

tions installed on our

smartphones to give us

different information. For
example, you have a science project on
space, and you want to search on which
planets are in the solar system, the first app
that comes to your mind is Safari. Or
maybe you're bored and want to scroll
through funny videos, TikTok comes to
mind. Applications are one of the things we
mostly use in our daily lives. But how do
they work? Behind every application or
software, is code. A code is a set of instruc-
tions given to a computer for it to function
for you. People who write code, referred to
as 'coders’ or ‘programmers’, develop code
for us to use our everyday apps.

Many of the people I've communicated
with on coding - either in school, or in gath-
erings - tried coding at one point but gave
up as they felt it was difficult, or they simply
lost interest in learning it for a simple feel-
ing that it won't benefit them in any way.
However, code powers almost everything
that we use on a daily basis, even our
fridges and ACs! In this week's article, | will
be covering the importance of code, how
one can easily start learning as how to code
and develop their own apps; and the differ-
ent ways to develop apps using program-

ming languages.

In order to learn to write code, you will
need a programming language. Just like we
as humans have different languages - such
as English, Arabic or French - in order to
communicate with each other, likewise we
can communicate with computers using
different programming languages. Some of
these languages are Java, Python, C++, and
JavaScript. Each language has been created
to develop different types of software. For
example, JavaScript was made to create in-
teractive websites, and C++ is used to
make operating systems and applications
for computers. I've started learning to code
in Python, as it had really easy syntax and

is one of the most popular programming
languages today.

One of the easiest and simplest program-
ming languages for children and beginners
who know nothing about programming, is
called Scratch. Scratch is a fun block-based
programming language, where instead of
typing code yourself, the code is visual and
you can drag and drop blocks in order for
your sprite (character) to move around and
say stuff! Scratch is the best way to start un-
derstanding the concept of coding and start
programming yourself. Learning to code
also opens up doors to programming ca-
reers that have great earning potential and
are in high demand in many countries. For
example, you could work as a software en-
gineer, where you develop programs to
solve real-world problems, or you could
work as a web developer, where you can de-
velop your own websites. Learning to code
also gives you the ability to make robots
function for you. Best of it all, you could even
learn to develop your own video game!

In conclusion, learning to code benefits
us in so many ways, and personally, | be-
lieve that technology is the future, so learn-
ing to code would be very essential for
everyone, especially for the ones who are
looking to stand out in the market and be
employable in this fast moving economy.

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing. The writer can be reached at hilal@tarig.net

International Day of White
Cane celebrated in Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Omar bin Al Khattab Insti-
tute for visually impaired people
celebrated the International Day
of White Cane showcasing the
talents of these people in various
fields.

H E Dr Abdullah bin Khamis
Ambosaidi, Undersecretary for
Education in the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, presided over the cele-
bration of the special day, which
is observed on October 15 every
year, the ministry said.

A 'white cane' is a mobility
tool chosen for visually impaired
people so as to navigate the
world around them safely and in-
dependently without any assis-
tance from others. It also helps
onlookers to be alert and take
appropriate care in the presence
of such people amidst them.

The Omar bin Al Khattab In-
stitute celebration included mu-
sical choral, short plays, singing,

poetry recitation, as well as fun
and educational competitions, all
of which were presented by the
students of the institute.

All participants and supervi-
sors were honoured with presen-
tations after the ceremony.

Institute director Badriya al
Wahaibi said: “The International
Day of the White Cane comes as
a support to the visually impaired
and aims to spread awareness
about their rights, discuss their
issues, educate, and guide indi-
viduals on how to help the blind
cross the streets.”

The event of the day also saw
an exhibition creating an intro-
ductory corner to explain the
conditions for student admission
to the institute, the braille
method for writing and reading.
There was also a corner that
showcased potteries, beadings,
plastic arts created by the stu-
dents. A special walk was also
offered for the audience to expe-
rience the use of the white cane.

MoCIIP warns
against illegal
use of Royal
Emblem

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment
Promotion (MoClIIP) has on
Tuesday warned against
the use of the sultanate’s
logo or the Royal Emblem
without a licence.

A statement issued by
MoCIIP said, ‘Private firms,
commercial institutions,
and social media accounts
are strictly prohibited from
using the Royal Emblem on
commercial products with-
out obtaining a licence from
the ministry. The ministry
called on all commerecial es-
tablishments wishing to use
the national emblem on
their products or advertise-
ments to submit their appli-
cations to the ministry to
get the necessary approval.
MoCIIP said it will continue
to conduct inspections and
take necessary legal meas-
ures against violators.

Using the national em-
blem or the Royal Emblem
without a licence is contrary
to Royal Decree No
53/2004 on the Law of Na-
tional Flag, Emblem and
Anthem.
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WATCH
MSX30 4,489.75
SENSEX 58,960.60
RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian 213.91
Pakistan 571.49
Bangladesh 275.06
Philippines 153.01
Sri Lanka 950.01

*Rates as on October 18
Source: xe.com

EU's renewable
energy on the rise
The record growth in the
European Union's power
generation during the Russian-
Ukraine war avoided €11bn in
gas costs, a new study from
E3G and Ember revealed.

Nonetheless, the bloc
spent an estimated €82bn on
fossil gas to supply 20 per
cent of its electricity in March,
when the Russia-Ukraine war
began, through to September.

Wind and solar produced
a record 24 per cent share,
equivalent to 345 terawatt-
hours, of the EU's electricity
over this period.

Power generation from
wind and solar increased by a
record 39 terawatt-hours
compared to the same period
last year when the share of the
bloc's wind and solar power
stood at 21 per cent.

Spain, Italy, Poland and
France topped the list among
the top nineteen countries of
wind and solar generation at
35 per cent, 20 per cent and 17
per cent, respectively.

The record increase in
electricity generation from
wind and solar since the war
began avoided 8bn cubic
meters of additional fossil gas
imports that cost €11bn.

GCC project spending slows
amid fears of global recession

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Growing fears of a global eco-
nomic recession due to high in-
flation, rising interest rates and
war in Ukraine has impacted the
GCC projects market this year.

Total value of GCC contracts
awarded in the third quarter of
2022 declined by 40.8 per cent
to US$11.1bn as compared to
US$18.8bn in awards during the
same period of 2021, according
to the estimates released by
Kuwait-based Kamco Invest-
ment.

All the GCC countries, bar-
ring Qatar that saw a smaller
decline, witnessed a double digit
fall in their aggregate year-on-
year value of projects awarded
in the third quarter.

'GCC project awards con-
tracted during the third quarter
of the year as global economic
challenges mounted. The de-
cline was intensified by high in-
flation and continuing supply
chain problems mainly due to
China’s intermittent COVID-19
restrictions as well as the US-EU
sanctions on Russia," Kamco In-
vestment said in a report.

In addition, the increase in
benchmark interest rates by
global and regional central
banks to combat runaway infla-
tion also affected project fund-
ing, it added.

The UAE overtook Saudi Ara-
bia as the largest projects mar-
ket in the GCC during the third

quarter of 2022 recording a
total of US$3.7bn worth of con-
tracts awarded against
US$3.5bn awarded by Saudi
Arabia. Qatar ranked third dur-
ing the quarter with total con-

tract awards at US$3.4bn as
compared to US$3.6bn during
the third quarter of 2021.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Qatar accounted for a combined
96 per cent of the total value of
contracts awarded in the GCC
during the third quarter of 2022,
Kamco Investment said.

Total projects awarded in
Kuwait declined by 69.1 per cent
to US$162mn down from
US$525mn for the same period
of 2021. Oman witnessed new
projects awards drop of 68.1 per

cent year-on-year to
Us$154mn.

Aggregate value of contracts
awarded in Bahrain reached
US$125mn in the third quarter
of 2022 as compared to
US$659mn during the similar
period in 2021.

In terms of sector classifica-

tion, only the chemicals sector
witnessed an increase in the
value of projects awarded during
the quarter recording
US$540mn vyear-on-year in-
crease in new contract awards
to reach a total of US$1.1bn dur-
ing the third quarter of 2022.

Total value of contracts
awarded in the GCC during the
first nine months of 2022 also
declined by 26.2 per cent to
US$53bn, down from US$71.7bn
in the first nine months of 2021.

Saudi Arabia accounted for
more than half of total projects
awarded in the GCC for the first
nine months of the year.

The kingdom's total value of
contracts awarded during Janu-
ary - September period of 2022
increased by 14.9 per cent to
reach US$30.3bn up from
US$26.3bn in 2021. The with-

drawal of COVID-19-related re-
strictions and higher oil prices
have contributed to the rise in
the kingdom's projects market
during 2022.

Comparatively, UAE's aggre-
gate value of contracts awarded
during the first nine months of
the year dipped 5.8 per cent to
US$12.4bn against US$13.1bn in
2021,

Projects pipeline
remains strong
However, the projects market
pipeline in the GCC region con-
tinues to remain strong with
data from MEED Projects show-
ing around US$2.5tn worth of
projects planned or underway in
the GCC as of mid-October-
2022 as compared to US$2.61tn
at the end of June-2022, Kamco
Investment noted.

The aggregate value of proj-
ects in pipeline (pre-execution
stage) in the GCC stood at
US$858bn as of October 12,
2022, according to data from
MEED Projects. In terms of
countries, Saudi Arabia makes
up 44.8 per cent of the GCC
projects in the pipeline followed
by UAE with 17.2 per cent and
Kuwait with 14.7 per cent.

In terms of sectors, the con-
struction sector accounted for
28.4 per cent or US$243.9bn
worth of projects in the pre-exe-
cution stage in the GCC followed
by transport and power sectors
with projects worth US$145.6bn
and US$122bn, respectively.

CBOissues
RO13mn

treasury
bills

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A tender of the government
treasury bills (issue number 144)
was issued this week by the Cen-
tral Bank of Oman.

Total value of the allotted
treasury bills amounted to
RO13mn, for a maturity period of
28 days, from October 19, 2022
until November 16, 2022.

The average accepted price
reached R099.820 for every
RO100 treasury bill, while the
minimum accepted price arrived
at RO99.810. The average dis-
count rate and the average yield
reached 2.3514 per cent and
2.3557 per cent, respectively.

The interest rate on the repo
operations with CBO is 3.75 per
cent while the discount rate on
the Treasury Bills Discounting
Facility with the central bank is
4.25 per cent.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of
Finance, and they provide li-
censed commercial banks the
opportunity to invest their sur-
plus funds. CBO acts as the issue
manager and provides the added
advantage of ready liquidity
through discounting and repur-
chase facilities (repo).

PAPER
RECYCLING
PROGRAMME

Attention all corporate offices!

DO YOU HAVE ANY PAPER
TO RECYCLE?

Our team will collect it from your office

BIGGER, BETTER, BRANDED
RECYCLING BOXES ALSO AVAILABLE

For details contact us at recycle@apexmedia.co.om or call us on toll free no: 80076000

Oman,

Oracle collaborate to set

up first hyperscale cloud region

Muscat - Global technology
giant Oracle on Tuesday an-
nounced that the government
of Oman willimplement a sec-
ond Oracle Dedicated Region
Cloud@Customer to help
meet national data sover-
eignty requirements and es-
tablish a comprehensive
disaster recovery process.

The first Oracle Dedicated
Region Cloud@Customer, led
by ITHCA (Oman Information
and Communications Tech-
nology Group), was imple-
mented earlier this year and is
now live in production.

With the implementation
of this second dedicated re-
gion, the Omani government
is able to migrate its IT sys-
tems to Oracle Cloud Infra-
structure och while
retaining physical control of its
hardware and data to help
meet the sultanate’s data sov-
ereignty requirements, Oracle
said in a press release.

“The Oracle Dedicated Re-
gion Cloud@Customer is at
the heart of our National Data
Centre Program that aims to
implement hyperscale cloud
services across all Oman gov-
ernment entities to optimise
and modernise the govern-
ment's |IT ecosystem, and
offer easy to access digital
government services,” said
Eng Said bin Abdullah al
Mandhari, chief executive of-
ficer ITHCA Group.

“The second Oracle Dedi-
cated Region Cloud@Cus-
tomer will help us build
adequate disaster recovery
capabilities, achieve heigh lev-
els of data and business re-
silience, and together with the
first dedicated region, we have
now established Oman'’s first

hyperscale data centre re-
gion,” he added.

Oracle has also signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the Oman ICT
Group to train and upskill
Omani government execu-
tives and Oman government
customers on OCl's cloud
services with live technical

seminars and training labs.

Oracle University's training
program on OCI| will also be
offered as part of this agree-
ment. The executives will re-
ceive  OCI| certifications
following the successful com-
pletion of the training.

“The Oman government's
National Data Centre Program
has set forth a clear vision for

building a cloud-ready cen-
tralised infrastructure that al-
lows the government to easily
scale operations, save costs,
and drive innovation securely.
The Oracle Dedicated Region
Cloud@Customer is a com-
plete OCl cloud region in
Oman ICT's data centre, and
with a second dedicated re-

gion, the Oman government
has strengthened the founda-
tion for the growth and devel-
opment of Oman's ICT
ecosystem,” said Nick Red-
shaw, senior vice president -
technology cloud, Middle East
and Africa and UAE country
leader, Oracle.

Following the implementa-
tion of the second Oracle Ded-

icated Region Cloud@Cus-
tomer, the ITHCA Group will
be able to offer all 100 plus
OCI cloud services as well as
Oracle Fusion Cloud Applica-
tions to Oman government
entities. The government will
also be able to move its busi-
ness-critical workloads to the
cloud, enabling operational ef-
ficiency and cost savings while
ensuring compliance with the
Sultanate's data sovereignty
requirements.

Designed for single-tenant
usage, the Oman govern-
ment’'s Dedicated Region
Cloud@Customer is a self-
contained region where all
data, including APl operations
and metadata, remain local to
the region.

The ITHCA Group will also
have access to the tools
needed to reliably run Oracle
and third-party applications,
create cloud native applica-
tions, and modernise existing
ones with machine learning
and modern cloud services.
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Oman issues decision to amend VAT regulations

Muscat - Oman's Tax Authority
has issued a new decision (No
456,/2022) amending certain
provisions of the Executive Reg-
ulation for value-added tax
(VAT).

The amendments aim to har-
monise the controls related to
tax policies, exemptions for fi-
nancial services and determining
the place of supply of wireless
communications services in a
manner that is in line with inter-
national best practices, accord-
ing to a press release.

Following are the details of the
most important provisions of this
new decision:

Place of supply of
telecom services
The decision referred to the
amendment of the text of Article
28 of the Executive Regulations
related to determining the place
of supply of telecommunication
services.

The country from which the
electronic chip used by the cus-

tomer is issued, instead of being
subject to it at the place of use
and actual enjoyment of the
service as stated in the provi-
sions of the executive regulations
before the amendment.

Controls for
exempting financial
services from tax

The Executive Regulations issued
pursuant to Tax Authority Deci-
sion No (53/2021) stipulated
that financial services provided
by banks and financial institu-
tions licensed by the Central
Bank of Oman or any of the com-
petent authorities in which it is
established to conduct banking
business are exempted from tax
in the application of the provision
of Clause (1) of Article (47) of
the Law.

The amendments to the pro-
visions of this article come with
the exemption of the origin of the
financial service exempted under
the law, regardless of whether or
not its provider is licensed by the

competent authorities. This ap-
plies, for example, to financial
services provided by business
sectors (companies) other than
financial institutions in the event
that they provide financial serv-
ices.

Determining
deadlines for issuing
tax invoice

The decision included amending

the provisions of Article (143) of
the Executive Regulations, by
adding a text indicating that the
tax invoice must be issued no
later than 15 days from the date
of making the taxable supply or
making the assumed supply
(which is made between related
persons) or receiving the consid-
eration - in whole or in part - be-
fore the date of supply.

The amendment also in-

cluded Articles (146) and (150)
of the regulations in a manner
that requires the issuance of the
simplified tax invoice within 15
days as well, and that the sum-
mary tax invoice (issued from
supplies made within one
month) must be issued within
15 days of the end of the month

The provisions of Article
(202) of the regulation were
also amended by adding the vi-
olation of not issuing the tax in-
voice in accordance with the
requirements and the specified
period to the violations for
which the head of the Tax Au-
thority may impose an adminis-
trative fine of no less than
RO500 and not more than
RO5,000.

Electronic tax
invoicing system

A definition of the electronic tax
invoice has been added to the
first article of the regulation re-
lated to tariffs, as it is defined as

a tax invoice issued in an elec-
tronic format organized through
an electronic means. This in-
voice must include, at a mini-
mum, the information specified
in this regulation and any other
information specified by the Tax
Authority.

The amendment included the
provisions of Article (143) of the
Executive Regulation, where the
amendment stipulated that the
tax invoice must be issued in an
approved electronic format in
the cases specified by the Tax
Authority, provided that the Tax
Authority determines the addi-
tional requirements for issuing
electronic invoices and the data
that it must include.

Additionally, the Tax Author-
ity's decision also amends the
articles related to refunding tax
paid by foreign governments,
diplomatic consular and military
bodies and missions, interna-
tional organisations, heads and
members of diplomatic and
consular authorities accredited

to Oman.

In accordance with the obli-
gations of the sultanate towards
international agreements regu-
lating tax exemptions and ex-
ceptions granted to diplomatic
and consular bodies and mis-
sions, international organisa-
tions and their heads and
members, Articles (188) and
(189) of the regulations have
been amended, in a manner that
gives the Tax Authority flexibil-
ity in determining and amending
the conditions, controls and pro-
cedures related to tax refund to
this category, in coordination
with the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the Ministry of Fi-
nance.

The Tax Authority will issue
decisions regulating tax refunds
based on setting limits and ceil-
ings for tax refunds, with the
principle of reciprocity prevail-
ing if Omani missions and their
members obtain advantages
and limits higher than what is
permitted in Oman.

US officials not invited to Saudi
investment forum:

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - US gov-
ernment officials have not been
invited to a Saudi investment
conference planned for later this
month, its organiser told AFP
Monday, saying he did not want
the gathering "to become a polit-
ical platform".

The decision not to invite
American officials, a departure
from previous years, comes as
tensions rise between long-time
partners Washington and Riyadh
over the Saudi-led OPEC+ car-
tel's recent vote to cut oil pro-
duction by up to two million
barrels per day from November.

The Future Investment Initia-
tive (FII), athree-day conference
set to begin on October 25 in
Riyadh, typically draws Wall
Street titans and high-ranking of-
ficials from around the world,
and up to 400 American CEOs
are expected to participate this
year, said Richard Attias, CEO of
the group behind the event.

It is often referred to as

Richard Attias

"Davos in the Desert".

Saudi Arabia has in recent
days rejected US accusations it
has aligned itself with Russia
amid the Ukraine war by making
oil production cuts to drive up
crude prices, insisting it was
purely a business decision.

In a speech broadcast on Sun-
day night, Saudi King Salman in-
sisted his country was "working

hard, within its energy strategy,
to support the stability and bal-
ance of global oil markets".
Stephen  Mnuchin, who
served as treasury secretary
under former US president Don-
ald Trump, addressed FlIl during
its debut in 2017, though he
pulled out the following year
amid global outrage over the
killing of journalist Jamal

rganiser

Khashoggi.

Last year's edition was at-
tended by Don Graves, deputy
commerce secretary under cur-
rent US President Joe Biden.

Asked about US attendance
this year, Attias said: "We didn't
invite any US government" fig-
ures.

"We are not inviting too many
politicians... because | realised
that when you have political
leaders on stage, the attention of
the media, let's be very frank, is
diverted to the political agenda,
and we don't want Fll to become
a political platform.”

The US embassy in Riyadh did
not immediately respond to are-
quest for comment.

Attias earlier told a press con-
ference that "more than 12 min-
isters of economy and finance"
would attend Fll this year.

He also left open the possibil-
ity that heads of state would
come, saying, "we will know in a
few days who are the 100 per

cent confirmed heads of state."

The Fll Institute headed by At-
tias is not formally affiliated with
the Saudi government, but the
annual conference in Riyadh is
closely associated with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the kingdom's de facto
ruler.

Attias said he did not expect
the Riyadh-Washington spat to
affect this year's Fll conference.

"No impact at all. At the oppo-
site, we see more and more ap-
petite from the US private sector
to attend Fll," Attias said, adding
that organisers were "starting to
refuse some delegates" for lack
of space.

"We are not doing politics at
all," he added.

"We never did politics since
we were born in 2017, so we
have not started... If people want
to talk about geopolitics during
the conversation, they are free to
doit.”

AFP

Sri Lanka opens fuel
market to foreign firms

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Sri
Lanka's parliament on Tues-
day approved legislation al-
lowing foreign competition in
the local fuel market, ending a
19-year duopoly as the bank-
rupt island struggles to import
oil. The move cleared the way
for international oil firms to re-
enter Sri Lanka for the first
time since the nationalisation
of oil companies in the early
1960s, with the exception of
the Indian Oil Corporation
which has operated there
since 2003.

"This will allow global sup-
pliers to enter as retail opera-
tors," energy minister
Kanchana Wijesekera said.
"This will liberalise the energy
sector."

Officials said private com-
panies will have to finance the
import of oil from their own
foreign exchange reserves and
agree to retain their profits in
Sri Lanka for at least a year.

The new law was rushed
through as the government is

out of foreign exchange to im-
port fuel, a predicament that
has brought acute shortages
and strict rationing.

The shortages sparked
widespread protests that top-
pled president Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa in July as Sri Lanka
plunged into its worst eco-
nomic crisis since independ-
ence from Britain in 1948.

Sri Lanka nationalised for-
eign oil firms in the early
1960s, handing a monopoly to
the state-owned Ceylon Pe-
troleum Corporation (CPC).

CPC's monopoly ended in
2003 when Colombo intro-
duced limited competition by
allowing India's state-owned
Indian Oil Corporation to enter
the local retail market.

The Indian company's Sri
Lankan arm now controls
about a third of the domestic
fuel market while the rest is
held by CPC, which is seeing
huge losses and is out of dol-
lars to pay for new imports.
AFP

Meta speeds up metaverse, but success far from certain

San Francisco, US - A year after
rebranding itself from Facebook
into Meta, the social network
titan is striving to make the
metaverse a routine part of daily
life, offering users new features
and promoting new virtual reality
gear.

But analysts say the company
has toned down the hype a bit as
it struggles to reach its goal of
creating an interactive virtual
world that it sees as the next
phase of online activity.

The biggest announcement
from this week's Meta Connect
event - the company's giant's an-
nual conference focused on vir-
tual reality - was the launch of
the much anticipated Meta
Quest Pro VR headset, targeted
at professionals in creative fields.

But there were also legs - as
in, legs for user avatars in Meta's
Horizon World virtual realm, as
well as facial expressions.

Is this the future? The com-
pany says yes.

"The metaverse is going to
sneak up on us," Meta Reality
Labs vice president Mark Rabkin
predicted.

"I think it's going to feel really
far away and then there'll be cer-
tain pockets and niches that are
suddenly really useful - and then
we'll realize that the gaps... are
getting smaller, and suddenly it's
here."

For Rabkin, executives can
save time and money by meeting
in the metaverse, and artists can
embrace virtual venues for con-
certs, comedy shows and other
entertainment.

Bridges, skyscrapers,
footwear and more could be de-
signed in 3-D using digital tools
in the metaverse.

"We're building things that
power the metaverse and will be
part of the metaverse," Rabkin
said.

"We are investing heavily to
pull the future forward a little
bit."

Smiles and nods

A year ago, Facebook renamed
itself Meta to signal its devotion
to a metaverse future.

In a small step on that path,
the US$1,500 Quest Pro headset
- aimed at architects, engineers
and designers, among others -
boasts new features that are
meant to improve users' percep-
tion of actually being in the pres-
ence of others.

"The moment that they begin
to break into a smile or when
they raise their eyebrow... your
avatar should be able to express
all of that and more," Meta chief
Mark Zuckerberg said at Meta
Connect.

The company said it is part-
nering with Microsoft, Adobe,

In this undated image courtesy of Meta Connect a person experiences the new Meta Quest Pro VR headset (AFp)

Accenture and others to sync up
popular work software with vir-
tual worlds using Quest Pro.

"At Microsoft, we're incredi-
bly excited about the metaverse
and how digital and physical

worlds are coming together," Mi-
crosoft CEO Satya Nadella said
during the presentation.
Microsoft is "really leaning in"
to make its widely-used produc-
tivity software, as well as tools

built for its own HoloLens aug-
mented reality headset, compat-
ible with Quest Pro, according to
Rabkin.

Zuckerberg stressed that
Meta wants its VR platform to
dovetail with offerings from
other companies.

"Not only will our stuff run on
a variety of devices, including not
our own, but there will inevitably
be multiple universes joined to-
gether in a variety of ways,"
Rabkin explained.

Technical advances built into
Quest Pro are expected to even-
tually be incorporated into
lower-priced headsets destined
for average consumers.

Handling the hype
Zuckerberg was quoted by tech
news website The Verge as say-
ing he didn't expect the meta-
verse to make the company a
meaningful amount of money for
years, setting up a "trough of dis-
illusionment."

For Creative Strategies ana-
lyst Carolina Milanesi, Meta has
de-emphasised the hype of the
metaverse in favour of talking
more about the nuts and bolts of
how it will work.

"I'm assuming it's because
they figured out how hard it is to
actually make this stuff in terms
of actually creating that world,"
Milanesi told AFP.

Companies are investing bil-
lions of dollars in building blocks
of the metaverse, with Meta
leading the pack, VRDirect man-
aging director Rolf Illenberger
told AFP.

Microsoft, Sony, and HTC are
among the players, and Apple is
rumoured to be planning to re-
lease its own virtual reality head-
set.

"On the one hand, Mark
Zuckerberg needs to be ac-
knowledged as a hero, as a vi-
sionary because he's pushing the
industry like no one else," lllen-
berger said.

"But on the other hand, his
bad reputation also kind of, to
some extent, puts blame on the
metaverse as a technology."

Critics have said rebranding
Facebook as Meta was a move to
distance the tech firm from scan-
dals including a whistleblower
who said it valued profit over
user safety.

AFP
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KR Eshraqa’s Stemazone
inspires young minds at OSF

Khimji Ramdas (KR) Eshraga’s Stemazone kiosk enjoyed a re-
markable student turnout at the third edition of the Oman Science
Festival held at the Oman Convention and Exhibition Centre. The
KR Group was the Gold sponsor of the event, which witnessed
students making a beeline for Stemazone's interactive booth,
where they were acquainted with its hybrid learning experience.

Initiated by Eshraga, the Corporate Social Responsibility arm of
Khimji Ramdas, Stemazone is a sustainable educational pro-
gramme that has been conceived in partnership with the Ministry
of Education (MoE) and the Ministry of Youth, Sports, and Culture
(MoYSC). Khimji Ramdas Group director Nailesh Khimji said,
“Our STEAM programme aims to equip students with the neces-
sary skills required for the jobs of the future.” H E Dr Abdullah bin
Khamis Ambusaidi, Undersecretary in the Ministry of Education,
said, “We were pleased to witness the support of private sector
companies such as Khimji Ramdas Group for the Oman Science
Festival, implemented and supervised by the MoE."

UTAS Shinas student meets
ambassadors, minister

To celebrate Omani Women's Day, with a taste of 'life in the world
of foreign affairs’, student Rudaina al Shehhi from UTAS Shinas
was one of the lucky finalists to be selected by the British Embassy
in Muscat to be an ‘Ambassador for a Day'. The initiative, which
was themed around women in leadership, to mark Omani
Women's Day, was launched by the British Embassy in Muscat.

Ten young Omani women aged between 18-25 were short-
listed to be an ‘Ambassador for a Day’ after applications were re-
ceived from entries across Oman. The event aimed to support
women empowerment and provide the young Omani women the
opportunity to develop leadership skills, diplomacy and negotia-
tion skills, which are essentially required when considering a ca-
reer in diplomacy and foreign affairs.

H E Laila al Najjar, the Minister of Social Development, was
among the key dignitaries at the event, including women ambas-
sadors from the USA, Italy, Kenya and Turkey. Other events of the
day included a Young Ambassadors Workshop, followed by a
‘Women Leaders Networking Lunch’ hosted by the British Am-
bassador H E Bill Murray at his residence.

H E Lyutha al Mughairi, the first ever Omani woman to be ap-
pointed as an ambassador from Oman, joined the event virtually
from London. She talked to the ‘young ambassadors' about the
positive impact of women in leadership and the contribution to-
wards government and policymaking.

Kenyan ambassador H E Amina Abdalla presented special flo-
ral bouquets shipped from Kenya, to the ten aspiring young am-
bassadors.

Middle East Fashion Week
launches Designer Hunt

In collaboration with Fun Asia Network, Middle East Fashion
Week is launching a Designer Hunt to uncover budding talents
across the United Arab Emirates.

Fashion designers are invited to submit their designs for the
chance to showcase their creations at Middle East Fashion Week
- held from November 7 in Dubai at The Agenda, Dubai Media
City. The designer hunt is your opportunity to make your mark on
the world of fashion. The more edgier, cooler, and more sustain-
able your look is, the greater your chance at winning on October
25. Entries can be submitted to pr@middleeastfashionweek.org

Middle East Fashion Week is set to bring talent across cate-
gories ranging from couture to street, filling the programme with
four days of spectacular runway shows.

Governed by the Middle East Fashion Council, the November
edition highlights the business to business segment, creating that
much needed platform for local and global talent to connect with
retailers and buyers.

GAC hosts ‘Outlander
Experience’ drive for media

eneral Automotive Company

(GAQ), the official distributor for

Mitsubishi vehicles in Oman, or-
ganised an exclusive ‘Outlander Experi-
ence’ drive event for media and social
media influencers yesterday. Hosted at
the Ghala Golf Club, the event offered
attendees the chance to experience the
capabilities, technology and perform-
ance of the all-new 2023 Mitsubishi
Outlander crossover SUV first-hand
from behind the wheel.

In attendance were Zubair Automo-
tive Group's chief operating officer Mo-
hammad al Farei, GAC general manager
Manoj Ranade, Mitsubishi representa-
tive from Tokyo Tagawa Yuichi, as well
as two senior representatives of the
Mitsubishi Motors Middle East and
Africa office together with other mem-
bers of the senior management of GAC.

All new from the wheels up, the Out-
lander has been reimagined and rein-
vented in every way. Not only does it
feature a bold new design direction for
this vehicle and the brand, but it is also
the best-equipped and most technolog-
ically advanced vehicle the company
has ever sold in the region.

Commenting on the event, ZAG chief
operating officer Farei said, “The 2023
Mitsubishi Outlander has been one of
our most highly anticipated Mitsubishi
models. Our exclusive ‘Outlander Expe-
rience' drive event with Omani media
and influencers builds on well-founded
expectations: The 2023 Outlander is the
best Mitsubishi model ever sold by GAC
in Oman.

“With this more technology-driven
model, Mitsubishi has re-imagined our
driving experience focusing on safety,

MOHAMMAD AL FAREI

innovation and a bold, authentic design.
Our 'Outlander Experience’ drive event
was meticulously planned with routes
designed to offer the over 25 attending
journalists and influencers an opportu-
nity to drive the flagship Mitsubishi
model, discover its premium features,
and experience everything the vehicle
has to offer.”

Also attending the event, Mitsubishi
representative Yuichi said, “From the
design to its development, everything
about the new Outlander is carefully
thought out to showcase the best of
Mitsubishi Motors. With this model, we
are looking to challenge expectations
and let people experience the new era
of Mitsubishi vehicles. We are proud to
work with GAC to bring our new flag-
ship Outlander model to Oman.”

The 2023 Outlander was crafted
under the design language of ‘I-Fu-Do-
Do’, which means ‘authentic and majes-
tic' in Japanese. This design ethos is
reflected in the vehicle's bold propor-
tions, muscular fenders, and the chis-
elled lines of the next-generation
‘Dynamic Shield’ grille. Standard 18-inch
wheels and available 20-inch wheels

add a robust presence that emphasises
strength and security.

Inside, the Outlander is a quiet and
serene space, showcasing quality and
convenience through class-above mate-
rials and placing a premium on comfort
and convenience. It also features seating
for seven, leather upholstery, a
panoramic sunroof, a power remote lift-
gate, numerous storage locations, and
USB-A and USB-C charge ports. The
comfortable seating also comes with a
massage function, power adjustments
and memory for the driver and front
passenger.

Offering more technology and con-
nectivity than any previous Mitsubishi
model, the 2023 Outlander features an
available 12.3-inch, full-colour LCD dig-
ital driver display, a first for Mitsubishi
Motors. Also available on select trims is
a 9-inch SDA centre touchscreen with a
built-in navigation system, a 10-speaker
BOSE sound system, and a 10.8-inch
full-colour head-up display (HUD).

Also new is the engineering under-
pinnings of the 2023 Outlander. The
new model now rides on a next-genera-
tion platform that offers a stable foun-

dation for a more confident and com-
fortable driving experience. With hot-
stamped ultra-high tensile-strength
steel used in crucial areas, torsional
rigidity is increased by 33 per cent over
the previous model. Powering the all-
new Qutlander is a newly developed
2.5-litre, four-cylinder gasoline engine
producing  184PS@6000rpm  and
244ANm@3600rpm mated to a six-
speed continuously variable transmis-
sion (CVT) with Sport mode.

Mitsubishi's  motorsport-derived
Super All-Wheel Control (S-AWC) all-
wheel-drive system is available on
higher-trim models, offering unmatched
confidence for drivers in all environ-
ments. This optional system features a
newly developed drive mode selector,
which allows performance and grip to
be tailored to the current driving condi-
tions through six distinct settings, in-
creasing on-road and off-pavement
performance. Even two-wheel-drive
models are fitted with the drive-mode
selector, offering five distinct modes in
this setup to help drivers feel more con-
fident in all driving conditions.

As the best-equipped Mitsubishi
ever sold in Oman, the all-new Out-
lander also offers an impressive array of
standard and available advanced driver
assistance systems to increase driver
convenience, confidence, and safety.

“The Mitsubishi flagship model in-
spires with its premium-quality, innova-
tive technology and seven-seat
practicality, all at a competitive price. As
a well-known brand in the market, the
new Outlander model is set to become
very popular in the sultanate,” said
Manoj Ranade.

Bank Muscat's Asalah priority banking hosts customer event in Sohar

Asalah priority banking from
Bank Muscat recently hosted a
special event in Sohar, in line
with the bank’s customer-centric
vision and commitment to fur-
ther strengthen its partnership
and communication channels
with its customers.

Attended by Abdulnasir al
Raisi, general manager - Personal
Banking and a number of the
bank's management team, the
event saw excellent participation
from a large number of priority
banking customers, who were
able to freely exchange their
views and feedback on a number
of services and benefits provided
by the bank to its esteemed
clientele.

Bank officials also took the op-
portunity to explain details of a
number of exclusive Asalah serv-
ices, benefits and rewards during
a detailed presentation to the au-
dience.

Speaking on the occasion,
Saleh Mohammed al Maaini,

Bank Muscat's deputy general
manager - Capital Regions,
thanked Asalah customers for
their whole-hearted support and
confidence in Bank Muscat's var-
ious high-tech services and prod-
ucts which are backed by its
customer-centric vision.

He said that promptly re-
sponding to customer feedback

and having a strategy of keeping
pace with global trends were key
to Bank Muscat's continued
leadership in the financial serv-
ices sector in Oman. He added
that the bank would further work
towards realising customer aspi-
rations and expectations in line
with the world-class banking ex-
perience provided by the bank.

Customers having a monthly
salary of RO5,000 or those who
maintain a savings deposit of
RO30,000 are eligible for Asalah
priority banking and enjoy a
range of unrivalled benefits in-
cluding access to a team of ded-
icated Relationship Managers,
39 Asalah Centres across Oman
and a dedicated 24/7 Asalah call

centre.

Asalah customers also enjoy
access to an integrated wealth
management platform that al-
lows them to invest in global
asset classes through a single
touchpoint. They also get the lat-
est updates and reports on local
and international investment op-
portunities.

Exclusive lifestyle benefits for
its clientele include the Asalah
Entertainer App, which has more
than 3,500 ‘Buy 1, Get 1 Free’ of-
fersin Oman and at international
destinations as well as rewards
of indulgence and merchant dis-
counts across fine dining, enter-
tainment, leisure, and the beauty
and wellness segments.

The Asalah debit card offers
access to 50 lounges worldwide
and has a higher ATM with-
drawal limit of RO1,000. Asalah
visa signature credit cardholders
can enjoy airport lounge access
at more than 1,000 lounges
worldwide, and a 24/7 global
concierge service. The credit
card also offers one per cent
cashback on purchases as well
as free multi-trip travel insurance
for customers and their direct
family members. Cardholders
can also enjoy complimentary
chauffeur service to and from the
Muscat International Airport.

Asalah customers can also

benefit from the special referral
scheme launched earlier this
year. Hailed as an excellent ex-
ample of the bank's continuous
innovation in serving customers
better every day, all that existing
customers have to do is to refer
new customers to Asalah priority
banking during the promotional
period which ends on December
31. A reward of RO100 per suc-
cessful referral will be paid out
once the referred customer
meets all eligibility criteria for a
minimum of three months after
opening an Asalah account with
the bank. Existing customers can
win up to RO2,000 by making up
to 20 successful referrals during
this year.

To participate in the referral
scheme, customers can down-
load the referral form from
https://bm.click/3cZp9HL and
fill up the details of the referrer
and the referee and then email it
to AsalahReferral@bankmus-
cat.com.
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Muscat’s top hotels unite to
donate food boxes to OFB

Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel, has once again teamed up
with a group of Muscat’s most prominent hotels to mark World
Food Day, celebrated annually on October 16. In keeping with the
United Nations' #ZeroHunger and healthy eating theme, the re-
sorts’ ‘Ladies and Gentlemen' joined over 120 volunteers from
Shangri-la Barr Al Jissah, Muscat, Kempinski Hotel Muscat, Sher-
aton Oman Hotel and W Muscat in a food cart race at LuLu Hy-
permarket in Darsait.

With a total fundraising from all hotels equally divided, the
teams raced through the store to fill their carts with as much food
as possible in ten minutes. Over 200 boxes were then packed and
donated to Oman Food Bank Charity Association, which caters to
the underprivileged families in Oman. In its fourth annual edition
this year, the teams managed to raise a grand total of RO4328,
where Kempinski Hotel Muscat contributed RO1116, followed by
RO1064 from Sheraton Oman Hotel, which were collected
through a series of charitable initiatives including flea markets, ice
cream and popcorn corners and salary contributions.

flydubai, Argentine Football
Association in partnership

The Argentine Football As-
sociation (AFA) and Dubai-
based airline flydubai,
announced a regional part-
nership that will see both
partners collaborating on
marketing and branding op-
portunities across their
channels for the next four
months. The Argentina national team, known as La Albiceleste,
participated in five World Cup finals and are currently the Copa
América champions, a title the team has historically won 15 times.
This partnership will see flydubai become the regional partner for
the Argentina national team and their airline of choice in the Middle
East. Over the next few weeks, the AFA and flydubai will roll out a
series of activations around this partnership that will feature both
brands' most valuable assets. This includes the Argentina men's
national football team players and special activations with the team
during their training camp stay in the UAE's capital, Abu Dhabi.
AFA president Claudio Fabian Tapia said, “We are very enthu-
siastic about this partnership with flydubai. The Argentine Football
Association is constantly looking for emerging experiences that
improve the interaction and direct link of the Argentina national
team with global fans. Our partnership with flydubai will allow
more football fans around the region to feel even closer to the Ar-
gentina national team and join in the excitement of the tourna-
ment in Qatar.”

Infiniti Oman announces
special offer on QX series

Infiniti Oman has announced special offers across its crossover
range of Infiniti QX50, Infiniti QX55, and Infiniti QX60 as part of
a special promotion.

Life demands a vehicle that can do just about everything - one
that's meticulously shaped to complement and enhance one's life.
Built to cater to passengers but designed around the driver, In-
finiti's range of award-winning crossovers delivers firsthand luxury
that should be lived in. Customers who purchase Infiniti
crossovers - QX50, QX55and QX60 during the promotion period
are eligible for free registration, free insurance, periodic vehicle
maintenance, manufacturer’'s warranty, AAA/ Road assistance
card. The special promotion which started on September 25 is
valid till November 24. The scheme is applicable for all the cus-
tomers purchasing Infiniti vehicles for personal use only. Vehicles
purchased with commercial registration will not be eligible for the
scheme. Vehicles bought for taxi, driving school, ministries, fleet,
and rent-a-car usage will not be eligible for this scheme.

Bank Nizwa highlights
opportunities for Islamic
Finance at IFN Oman Forum

ment to spearhead transformation in

the Islamic banking sector, Bank
Nizwa recently participated as the Lead
Partner at the 7th annual IFN Oman
Forum which was held by Islamic Fi-
nance Magazine - one of the leading in-
ternational publication in the industry of
Islamic Finance- in partnership with the
Capital Market Authority.

The thought leadership event wit-
nessed attendance of key delegates from
leading financial establishments, indus-
try experts, and potential investors from
around the region. The forum, through a
series of high-level dialogues, panel dis-
cussions, and case studies, highlighted
the various capital and investment op-
portunities available for Sharia-compli-
ant institutions in the Omani market. It
also addressed the prevalent challenges
in the Islamic finance industry while re-
viewing viable solutions to deal with an
ever-evolving market.

| n line with its unwavering commit-

Driving innovative change in the sec-
tor, Bank Nizwa actively participated in
a number of panel discussions with the
bank’s Chief Executive Officer, Khalid al
Kayed, leading the conversation on ‘Is-
lamic Financial Services: Momentum
and Success'. Other prominent speakers
from the bank were Mujahid al Zidjali,
General Manager, IT and Operations,
Mohammed Sajari, Head of Sharia'a
Structuring, and Suad al Balushi, Head of
Treasury. The topics took a holistic ap-
proach to the Islamic banking industry
and included subjects that were cen-
tered on digitalisation, Islamic sustain-
able finance and investment, and the
funding of national development
through Islamic Finance.

Commenting on Bank Nizwa's partic-
ipation in the forum, Kayed said, “We
were indeed delighted to have been a
part of the IFN Forum 2022. The forum
was an excellent platform to not only
gain invaluable insights on the latest

KHALID AL KAYED

trends in the industry but also to drive
impactful dialogue between industry
professionals. It is through the exchange
of knowledge, shared experience, and
cooperation that it is possible to further
catalyse development in various seg-
ments of Islamic finance, bolster its
competitiveness, and achieve sustain-
able growth in the sector.”

As a bank revered for its excellence,
Bank Nizwa has consistently demon-
strated the highest levels of ethicality,
integrity, and transparency in its opera-
tions while integrating international best

practices in all areas of business. At the
same time, in strong alignment with the
nation’s digitalisation agenda, the bank
has stayed ahead of the curve through
continuous investments in industry-
leading technologies and strategic Fin-
Tech collaborations.

As a socially conscious Islamic insti-
tution, Bank Nizwa has also demon-
strated unfaltering dedication toward
contributing to the long-term develop-
ment plans of the nation by offering a
comprehensive suite of sustainable fi-
nance instruments.

ISWK, ISWK International celebrate Mental Health Awareness Week

With profound enthusiasm and
excitement, the A B L E depart-
ment of Indian School Al Wadi Al
Kabir and ISWK International
conducted the first in person
Mental Health Awareness Week
from October 10.

The objective was to break
the stigma and to emphasize on
the importance of speaking out
when struggling with mental
health issues, by conducting
#BREAKTHESTIGMA activities.

The highlight of the inaugural
ceremony was the Walkathon on
October 10. All staff were
dressed in white to show their
solidarity and create awareness
for this noble cause.

The Senior Student Council
members assisted the depart-
ment in compering and guiding
the audience throughout the pro-
gramme.

This occasion was graced by
Alkesh Joshi, honorary president
of the school management com-
mittee (SMC), Shilpa Pawani,
Anisha Samuel and Jalpa Mehta,

esteemed members of the SMC.

Principal D N Rao, vice princi-
pals and staff were present in the
school multi-purpose hall to wit-

ness the grand inaugural cere-
mony of the Mental Health
Week on October 10. Chief guest
Sheeba Naqvi (in-charge of Care

and Special Education, Board of
Directors of Indian Schools,
Oman) was welcomed by head
boy Lael Alva and head girl Gay-

athri Hari of ISWK. After the
lighting of the ceremonial lamp
by the chief guest and other dig-
nitaries, the programme com-

menced with the A B L E depart-
ment highlights, which was a
brief summary presented by
Rashmi Patankar, department in-
charge about specific areas han-
dled by the department.

The audience was addressed
by the chief guest who spoke
about the importance of mental
health and well-being. One of the
highlights of the event was the
appreciation of the support staff
at ISWK and ISWK-I with certifi-
cates and goody bags for their
selfless contribution. They were
felicitated by the chief guest,
SMC president, principal and
vice-principals.

During the entire inaugural
function, tips on a #bettermen-
talhealth were shared with the
audience who were collectively
asked to join to take a pledge for
a better mental health.

Following the pledge, the au-
dience was guided to proceed to
the senior school ground to be a
part of the first and most awaited
‘Mental Health Walkathon'.

There was a surprise element
also - a Flashmob - along with
the walkathon. The event con-
cluded with a fun filled Zumba
session for the audience and
staff of ISWK and ISWK-I.

To create awareness among
the students and staff, Team A B
L E (counseling and special
needs department) hosted a
number of events throughout the
week including guest speaker
sessions for middle school and
senior school students of ISWK
and ISWK-I, addressing chal-
lenges faced by students and
how to deal with them.

The teachers had a ‘Burst your
Worries' activity conducted for
them. Lastly, the students also
got a chance to express them-
selves through art and short films
on the topic ‘Understanding
Mental Health'.

The Mental Health Week was
a great success with the active
participation of the staff and stu-
dents of ISWK and ISWK Inter-
national, the school said.
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CROSSWORD

14

T (PR E ACROSS

1) Actor Guinness

17

5) Journalist Boothe Luce

10) Things to repent for

3

14) "Do you take me_

fool?"

15) Gobi green

16) Bright brain concoction

17) Using more and more

credit

20) Old-fashioned music
hall

21) Eternal

22) Immature salamanders

62) Promoting

& & 8 8

25) Go to_ (deteriorate)

26) Almanac feature

29) After the deadline
31) Worked hard 68) "Use"

homophone

35) Altar avowal

50 1 36) Zinc_

38) Like desert growth en-

tertainment?

39) Revealing

43) Nero's robe
44) Artist's plaster

45) Poem type
46) A tool for 55-Across

49) Ice Follies venue

50) Bird's beak

51) Extremely deep sleep
53) And others, for short
55) The grim one and oth-
ers

58) Short summary, for

13) Obeyed "Down in
front!"

18) Receivables

19) Fake butter

23) Uber competitor

24) Emulate an angry bee
26) Some baseball gear

61) "Hey ... over here"
62) Mary_ Cosmetics

63) After-hours school grp.
64) Not outgoing

NOTE PAD

27) Committee type
28) Bess' love

30) Lawn straightener
32) Disclose

33) Wear away

34) Star in Cygnus

37) Borden cow

short

62) Promoting

65) Good bit of land

66) Acts of the Apostles?
67) Many household pets
68) "Use" homophone
69) Leave the flock

70) Leader in home

40) Bran muffin alterna-

tives

entertainment?

41) "_ It Romantic?"

DOWN 42) Amusement park rac- :M [1[s[olo clalpls .:'H|I (1S [¥
1) Bushy hair style - ] h RIFIAIL ulploin AlsiTl
ing vehicle RIEl@lul1|S]|1|T oN|Flo|rIm
2) Clear's partner 47) Arizona Indian UiBlolalT Blali|L|E|E
3) Coastal eagle 48) Corrects text 5H|E GIEWILE R|A|D|A|R
4) It's due for a paddling 52) In-group lingo PlEIN E AR R M|S
5) One in jail 54) "Lifestyles of the Rich AlR|C N[A LI AN i
6) Drop back and Famous" B E J N0 3 71 [VIE
7) Largest continent host T Lo : 2 f‘t ’2 : 5 : E
8) "The Lord of the_" 55) "Con mucho dinero" o|r|1 E|L ‘Ri¥|alN Els|T
9) Have great respect for 56) Beige shade BlalL|L e[ R A [5[E
10) Fries, often 57) "Judge Judy" hopeful ON|V I S| I |N(G T |E[R[M[S
11) Caesar's bad day 59) "Bye bye" bliI|E|T E[1|R|E r RIEIPIE
12) Bills on birds ﬁl’ AlRIE RIElalR HIEDIGIE

60) Crafts partner

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Someone is looking for an intriguing influence or inspiration, and
given your stature within the group, you could fill the bill perfectly. A
surge of confident energy hits you either today or tomorrow, and it
helps you realize how much influence you have. Important people are
paying attention to you right now, and you might not be noticing how
many questions they're suddenly asking. There are plans in the works
and your name keeps popping up.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

If you've been waiting for a day when you can break loose and go a
little nutty (in a good way, of course), today is the day! There's nothing
holding you back from poking fun, having a laugh, and playing a few
pranks. The only thing you need to remember is that certain
commitments need to be honored or your reputation might suffer. The
balance between play and work is easy to manage today, especially
since you'll get to tip the scales in the direction of fun.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Stay on the straight and narrow today. Just because you see a shortcut
doesn't mean you should take it. Today is all about keeping your head
down, working hard, and playing by the rules. Even though you've seen
other folks get ahead by making deals and cutting corners, don't get the
wrong idea. Cheaters never prosper. The guilt alone will add so much
stress to your life that any gains you make will be meaningless. You've
got the skills and the drive, so why bother with the schemes?

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Regardless of the weather today, you may find yourself feeling
shrouded in clouds. Your moodiness or blue feelings aren't anything
to be worried about, however. This is a normal phase of darkness that
will pass as soon as you get back in touch with the emotional
stimulation you've been missing out on. New ideas and innovative
ways of thinking will expedite this process, so expose yourself to

creative expression as much as you can.

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Your mood may shift from time to time today, but that doesn't
mean you won't get a lot of things done. In fact, a long-anticipated
conversation will set you straight on some confusing matters, a
small but meaningful goal will finally be met, and a casual
relationship will solidify into something more. Your feelings will be
hard to pin down and your energy will be a bit erratic, but you'll end
this day feeling contented about the steps you've taken.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

As soon as you wake up this morning, you'll be raring to go!
Whether your to-do list is tiny or a mile long, you'll be able to get
everything done before sunset. Good work and a few lucky
coincidences will save you a lot of time and prevent some pounding
headaches. So what should you do with all the free time you'll have
tonight? Whatever the heck you want. Go out for a night on the
town or watch a sappy movie. Your time will be your own.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

It may be time to say goodbye to something that's been in your life
for a very long time (too long, in fact). You're moving into an exciting
new phase of life, and to make the journey all the more successful,
you need to drop off some old baggage and lighten your load. Admit
to yourself that you have limitations, and don't be embarrassed if you
never reached that one thing you were working for. Let go of
something that once inspired you but is now frustrating you.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Your temper might be quick to flare today, so try to prevent stressful
situations before they happen. If you can, separate yourself from the
rest of the crowd and try to do your work or study solo. If that's just not
practical, keep your mind focused on your own priorities, and learn
that when you argue with a fool, you're giving them too much credit.
People who want to push your buttons are simply not worth your
energy. If you're pushed, don't push back.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
You may wake up feeling like you're under a gray cloud this morning,
but try not to let your pessimistic side take over every aspect of today.
Worry and concern might surround you, but there are a lot of positive,
even happy, things you can focus on, so keep an eye out for them!
Cheerful people will be able to lift your spirits very effectively, so
surround yourself with the folks who make you smile and not the ones

who make you question your own abilities

f/ CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
/ 2~ Today, if an unexpected cancellation happens, take it as a sign that

you need to slow down, because you definitely do! What's the rush
anyway? You've been running at full tilt for quite a while, but what you
may not realize is that there's no deadline looming ahead that you
need to be too worried about. Don't move according to someone
else's schedule. Instead, go at a pace that enables you to feel relaxed
and at ease with yourself. That's more important than anything else.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
In this new push of yours to take more control over your future, don't
forget that a big part of being industrious is calling upon other people to
help you. While you certainly shouldn't depend on others to do things
for you, there's nothing wrong with reaching out and using your
connections. After all, if you don't use a connection, after a while you
lose it. Call in a few favors, and be sure to make it clear to these folks
that you know how to show the proper amount of gratitude.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
i@“ The good news is that all of your plans are coming together nicely
- now, and everything is humming along without a hitch. The bad
news is that with less to keep you busy, you have a greater
weakness for distraction. The frivolous stuff will catch your eye and
could keep you from staying on your toes. It's important to integrate
entertainment and fun into your life, but you also need to maintain

balance. Have fun, but stay alert.

TEST YOUR

01. His name could be loosely
translated as "rule by, or sup-
ported by, horses" and is en-
shrined in the traditional
doctors' oath. Who is he?

A. Confucius

B. Aesculapius

C. Frankenstein

D. Hippocrates

02.Where do arboreal animals
live?

A. In burrows

B. In trees

C. Beside streams

D. On the ground

03.What creature is on the flag
of Bhutan?

A. Elephant

B. Eagle

C. Dragon

D. Lion

D€ 9°¢ d’l siomsuy
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LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The

O
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objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal

to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each

letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one 8
point, a four letter word is worth

two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:

Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,

G O s
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N

—_
N
o N w O b0

oo

5-10 words: Average

ANSWER

I You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

O Rules: Words should be at least
A E R four letters long, proper nouns

and duplicates don't count
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Sri Lankan novelist Shehan

London, UK - Sri Lankan author
Shehan Karunatilaka on Monday
won Britain's Booker Prize for fic-
tion for his work The Seven Moons
of Maali Almeida, about a journal-
ist murdered amid the country’s
sectarian strife.

"My hope for Seven Moons is
this... that in the not-so-distant
future... that it is read in a Sri
Lanka that has understood that
these ideas of corruption and
race-baiting and cronyism have
not worked and will never work,”
he said.

“I hope it's in print in 10 years
but ifitis, | hope it's writtenin (a)
Sri Lanka that learns from its sto-
ries, and that Seven Moons will
be in the fantasy section of the
bookshop... next to the dragons,
the unicorns (and) will not be
mistaken for realism or political
satire,” he added.

Karunatilaka, 47, is the sec-
ond Sri Lankan to win the award,
following Michael Ondaatje’s
victory in 1992 for The English Pa-
tient.

Aside from the £50,000
(US$56,000) prize, winning the
Booker can provide a career-
changing boost in sales and pub-
lic profile.

Chair of judges, Neil MacGre-
gor, called the book ‘an
afterlife noir that dissolves the
boundaries not just of different
genres, but of life and death,
body and spirit, east and west'.

The book is set amid the may-
hem of a civil-war wracked
Colombo in the late 1980s.

War photographer and gam-

Sri Lankan writer Shehan Karunatilaka poses next to Britain's Camilla, Queen Consort, after winning the British

Booker Prize, during the award ceremony, in London, on Monday (AFp)

bler Maali Almeida has been
killed, and sets out in the afterlife
to work out who was responsible
and expose the brutality of the
conflict, having seven moons in
which to do so.

Booker Prize judges called it a
‘'whodunnit and a race against
time, full of ghosts, gags and a
deep humanity'.

Mantel tribute

Karunatilaka's debut, Chinaman
(2011), won the Commonwealth
Prize and was selected for the

BBC and The Reading Agency's
Big Jubilee Read last year.

The London award ceremony
was the Booker's first large-scale
in-person event since 2019.

Queen Consort Camilla
awarded the coveted prize at the
televised ceremony, in one of her
highest-profile appearances
since her husband King Charles
Il ascended the throne last
month.

“Without meaning to sound
trite, we are all winners for being
part of this magnificent shortlist,

though, perhaps | might pocket
the extra cash if that's OK?”
Karunatilaka joked as he picked
up the award.

The evening event also fea-
tured a speech by singer-song-
writer Dua Lipa.

All but one of the six short-
listed authors attended in per-
son, with Englishman Alan
Garner, who turned 88 on Mon-
day, appearing virtually.

Garner, who made his name
with children’s fantasy titles and
folk retellings, was shortlisted for

Karunatilaka wins Booker Prize

Treacle Walker, which is the
shortest finalist novel by word
count.

Other shortlisted authors in-
cluded NoViolet Bulawayo, for
Glory, an animal fable set in her
native Zimbabwe.

American Percival Everett
was included for Trees, earning
independent publisher Influx
Press its first Booker shortlist
place.

Fellow US writer Elizabeth
Strout featured for Oh William!
while Irish author Claire Kee-
gan's Small Things Like These

completed the shortlist.

The Booker is Britain's fore-
most literary award for novels
written in English. Its previous re-
cipients include Salman Rushdie,
Margaret Atwood and Hilary
Mantel.

Monday's ceremony featured
a special tribute to Mantel, who
died last month aged 70.

She was the first British writer,
and first woman, to win the prize
twice with the first two novels in
her Wolf Hall trilogy.

AFP

Joel Estorial (centre), the alleged gunman in the killing of Philippine

journalist, is being presented to the media in Manila on Tuesday (AFP)

Journalist murder
in Philippines:
Suspect surrenders

Manila, Philippines - A suspect
who had allegedly gunned
down a Philippine journalist sur-
rendered to authorities, the in-
terior secretary said on
Tuesday, calling it a 'major
breakthrough’ in a case that
drew international concern.

The archipelago nation is one
of the most dangerous places in
the world for journalists, and
most of the killers often go un-
punished. Radio personality Per-
cival Mabasa, who went by the
name 'Percy Lapid’ in his pro-
gramme, was shot dead in a
Manila suburb on October 3 as
he drove to his studio.

He was the second journalist
to be killed since President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. took office on
June 30. Mabasa was an outspo-
ken critic of former president Ro-
drigo Duterte, as well as of
Marcos' policies and aides.

Interior Secretary Benjamin
Abalos said the suspect, Joel Es-
torial, had surrendered and
turned in a gun on Monday ‘out
of fear for (his) personal safety’
as police had broadcast his face

from security footage taken
shortly after the shooting.

“The gun matched the slug
(from the crime scene). The bal-
listics matched,” Abalos told re-
porters, calling the surrender a
‘major breakthrough'.

Police briefly wheeled the sus-
pect, in a bullet-proof vest and
kevlar helmet, out to the media
but gave few details about his
background.

He told reporters he and three
others took part in the ambush
on orders from an unnamed per-
son at the country’s national
prison, and later split the
550,000 peso (US$9,350)
bounty among themselves.

Estorial - who named his three
other co-conspirators still at
large - also said he was told he
would be killed if he didn't go
through with the attack.

He did not cite the motive nor
identified the mastermind be-
hind the killing.

Mabasa's relatives welcomed
the arrest but stressed the au-
thorities needed to do more.

AFP

Rest vroom: Japan's oldest
toilet damaged in car crash

Tokyo, Japan - A Japanese
man tasked with preserving
cultural heritage accidentally
ploughed his car into the
country’s oldest toilet in a cen-
turies-old Buddhist temple,
partially destroying it, police
said on Tuesday.

Tofukuji Temple in the
western Kyoto region houses
atoilet said to date back to the
15th century, earning it the
designation of an important
cultural asset.

But the original wooden
door leading to the site was
‘ruined’ after the driver, a 30-
year-old man from the Kyoto
Heritage Preservation Associ-
ation, accidentally backed his
car into it on Monday morning,
police told AFP. Having parked
in front of the toilet, the man
hit the gas to restart the car

without realising he was still in
reverse, police said. “We've
been told it's going to require a
lot of work to restore,” a Kyoto
police official said.

Walls inside also sustained
minor damage, but the actual
latrines - two rows of pits -
survived intact, Norihiko Mu-
rata, a Kyoto official in charge
of cultural heritage preserva-
tion, told AFP. The toilet was
traditionally used by monks as
part of their ascetic training,
although it is no longer in use.

“It is of course disappoint-
ing that part of this important
cultural property has been
damaged like this,” Murata
said. “We will discuss how to
restore it in a way that will re-
tain as much of its cultural
value as possible.”

AFP

Alleged accomplices on trial over Vienna

Vienna, Austria - Six men ac-
cused of helping a gunman who
carried out Austria's first deadly
militant attack went on trial in a
Vienna court on Tuesday.

Convicted Islamic State sym-
pathiser Kujtim Fejzulai went on
a shooting rampage on Novem-
ber 2, 2020 in downtown Vi-
enna, killing four and wounding
23 others before police shot him
dead.

In the wake of the EU mem-
ber's deadliest shooting in
decades, the Austrian govern-
ment and in particular its intelli-
gence service were accused of
failing to monitor the Islamist
movement in the country.

According to the federal pros-
ecutors’ charge sheet seen by
AFP, the six defendants - four
Austrians, a Chechen and
a Kosovar - were not directly in-
volved in the deadly attack, but
are suspected of actively helping

Journalists and members of the public await to enter the court room at

the regional court in Vienna, on Tuesday (AFP)

Fejzulai prepare for the shooting.

At the start of the trial, all six
were led into the crowded court
room, escorted by armed guards
under tight security. Cameras
were barred from the room.

The six men - aged between
21and 32 years old - are accused

of ‘enabling... or otherwise pro-
moting’ the execution of the
crimes ‘due to their shared affili-
ation with the radical Islamist
scene and the terrorist organisa-
tion IS Islamic State’, the confi-
dential court document said.
The accused face charges

ranging from participating in ter-
rorist crimes in connection with
murder to involvement or mem-
bership in a terrorist group.

Four of them could be sen-
tenced to life in prison if found
guilty, while the two others face
up to 20 years in jail.

All except one have been held
in custody on remand in the lead-
up to the trial.

‘Ensure justice
isdone’
According to the Vienna state
criminal court, verdicts are not
expected before February.
Lawyer Mathias Burger, act-
ing for the family of 21-year-old
Nedzip Vrenezi, who was shot
dead first by Fejzulai during the
attack, told AFP in an interview
ahead of the opening of the trial
that the family ‘still suffers to this
day’ from what happened to their
son.

shooting

The victim's family had re-
ceived compensation from the
Austrian state, but his clients’
main interest was to ‘ensure jus-
tice was done’, Burger said.

With the help of some of the
accused, the gunman - an Aus-
trian citizen whose parents are
from North Macedonia - was al-
legedly able to obtain the
weapons and the ammunition
needed for the attack, while oth-
ers provided logistical aid or en-
couraged Fejzulai, according to
prosecutors.

Lawyer Astrid Wagner, who
represents 32-year-old Chechen
Adam Makhaeyv, accused of sell-
ing weapons to Fejzulai, told AFP
ahead of the trial, that her client
was going to plead not guilty.

Makhaev has confessed to il-
licit arms trafficking, but did not
know what the weapons would
be used for, she said.

AFP

Mountainous Lesotho finds gold in trout fish farming

Lejone, Lesotho - It's harvest
time in Lejone, a small village
nestling in mountains in southern
Africa more than two thousand
metres above sea level.

The yield is not grain or fruit,
but rainbow trout - the bounty
from an undulating river at the
foot of the peaks of Lesotho.

Fishermen haul nets bulging
with trout onto a floating plat-
form. The fish are killed and put
onice, the first step on their jour-
ney to dinner tables in neigh-
bouring South Africa.

The settlement is home to one
of Lesotho's two professional fish
farms - pioneering ventures in
the poor landlocked kingdom.

Stephen Phakisi, 59, launched
Katse Fish Farms with two part-
ners in 2005. Today, he chuckles
at how the trio leapt into the busi-
ness with meagre knowledge
about some of its unknowns, in-
cluding the best feed for fattening

fish quickly. “For five years, it was
totally uneconomical.”

He recalls how he once found
a shoal of fish dead and belly-up
in the water, while another time
a full cargo of imported finger-
lings died on a 16-hour drive from
Cape Town. Today, the company
is profitable, with a yearly output
of 800 tonnes of fish, which is
sold at about US$4 a kilogram.

It supplies a few local restau-
rants, where the trout is usually
pan-fried in butter for a few min-
utes and served with a side dish
of kale and potato chips or rice.

But the bulk of its production
lands on the shelves of high-end
supermarkets in neighbouring
South Africa, where a vacuum-
packed one-kilogram bag can
cost up to US$50.

‘Heads and bones’
Trout farming in Lesotho has
grown on the back of another of

Fish farm workers lower a bucket filled with freshly harvested rainbow trouts into a tank, where the fish is

chemically anaesthetised prior to being culled, at the Katse Fish Farms in Lejone (AFP)

the mountain country's most fa-
mous exports: water. South
Africa gets much of its water
from its neighbour, which has

dammed several of its waterways
over the past three decades. The
dams have widened riverbeds,
creating inlets and basins that

are ideal for trout farming.
Katse Fish Farms lies more

than 2,000 metres above sea

level on the Malibamatso River,

upstream from the giant Katse
Dam reservoir that supplies
South Africa’s capital Pretoria
and the largest city, Johannes-
burg. Fish farming currently ac-
counts for less than 0.1 per cent
of Lesotho's US$2bn GDP.

Locals say they have always
eaten salted, sun-dried freshwa-
ter fish. And young boys sell
fresh catch to passing motorists.

But as dam construction con-
tinues the country has the poten-
tial ‘to become the regional
leader in aquaculture’, according
to the Lesotho National Develop-
ment Corporation.

In this country of just over two
million people, who rank among
the poorest in the world, few
seem to be benefiting so far from
the water boom.

"We are selling water to
South Africa but we have no
water to our homes,” says
Joshua Sefali, a village leader in

Lejone. Many of the village's
stone houses with thatched roofs
have no mains water or electric-
ity. Large swathes of land were
flooded after dams went up.

Some people lost their
homes and access to farmland,
receiving only small compensa-
tion in return. Machaka Khalala,
31, said she received about
US$165 when the field where
she used to grow corn and
spinach was submerged.

Now she makes a living selling
‘fat cakes', a local doughnut.

But that's often not enough to
make ends meet.

A cap on her head, Khalala
was among dozens of people
queueing up in the cold, a bucket
in hand, on a mountain roadside.

Here, Lesotho's other fish
farm hands out leftovers every
week - ‘the heads and back-
bones’, Khalala said.

AFP
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Australia reverses recognition of Israel's capital

The policy reversal prompted a curt rebuke from the Jewish state but was cheered by Palestinians

Sydney, Australia - Australia said
it would no longer recognise
west Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
on Tuesday, a policy reversal that
prompted a curt rebuke from the
Jewish state but was cheered by
Palestinians.

Foreign Minister Penny Wong
said the city's status should be
decided by Israeli-Palestinian
peace talks, unwinding a con-
tentious decision by the previous
conservative government.

In 2018, Australia’s then-
prime minister Scott Morrison
followed US president Donald
Trump's lead in unilaterally
recognising west Jerusalem as
the Israeli capital.

The move caused a domestic
backlash in Australia and friction
with neighbouring Indonesia -
the world's most populous Mus-
lim-majority nation - temporarily
derailing a bilateral free trade
deal.

“l know this has caused con-
flict and distress in part of
the Australian community, and
today the government seeks to
resolve that,” Wong said.

Jerusalem is claimed by both
Israelis and Palestinians, but

most governments avoid putting
embassies there to avoid pre-
judging the outcome of negotia-
tions for a lasting peace.

‘'We will not support an ap-
proach that undermines’ a two-
state solution, Wong said,
adding: “Australia’'s embassy has
always been, and remains, in Tel
Aviv." Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid criticised Tuesday's
move - which comes as he pre-
pares to face a November 1gen-
eral election. “We can only hope
that the Australian government
manages other matters more se-
riously and professionally,” he
said.

Israel annexed east Jerusalem
following the Six-Day War of
1967, and has declared the entire
city its ‘eternal and indivisible
capital'.

Palestinians claim the eastern
sector as the capital of their fu-
ture state.

The Palestinian Authority's
civil affairs minister, Hussein Al-
Sheikh welcomed the move by
Canberra as an ‘affirmation’ that
Jerusalem’s status depends on
the ouctome of negotiations.

Hamas, the Islamist group

Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese (right) and Foreign Minister Penny Wong attend a meeting at

Parliament House in Canberra on Tuesday (AFP)

that controls Gaza, called it ‘a
step in the right direction’.

Indonesia also welcomed the
decision.

“This policy would hopefully
contribute positively to Palestin-
ian-Israeli peace negotiations,”
the foreign ministry in Jakarta
said.

Steadfast friend
Wong insisted that the decision
- which has limited practical im-
pact - did not signal any broader
shift in policy or hostility towards
Israel.

“Australia will always be a
steadfast friend of Israel. We
were amongst the first countries

to formally recognise Israel,” she
said.

“We will not waver in our
support of Israel and the Jewish
community in Australia. We are
equally unwavering in our sup-
port of the Palestinian
people, including humanitarian
support.”

The centre-left Labour party,
with  Anthony Albanese as
prime minister and Wong as for-
eign minister, came to power in
May 2022 after strongly oppos-
ing the previous government's
Jerusalem policy.

Wong accused the Morrison

PENNY WONG

government of making the
Jerusalem decision to influence
a by-election in a Sydney sub-
urb with a sizeable Jewish com-
munity.  “You know what
this was? This was a cynical
play, unsuccessful, to win the
seat of Wentworth and a by-
election,” she said.

Symbolism

Canberra’s shift was foreshad-
owed by the removal of language
about the Israeli capital from the
website of Australia’s Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and
Trade.

Although Australia is not a
major player in peace talks, Ran
Porat, a historian and re-
searcher at  Melbourne's
Monash University, said the
move was significant.

“In the Middle East in general,
symbolism is very much at the
centre of many conflicts. Sym-
bolism is not negligible, it's not
unimportant.”

Porat added that the move
could be seized on by Israel’s op-
position Likud, led by Benjamin
Netanyahu, as evidence of the
government's failings ahead of
next month's election.

Netanyahu tweeted on Tues-
day that it was 'no surprise’ Aus-
tralia made the decision while
Lapid was in power, condemning
the premier for supporting Pales-
tinian statehood in an address to
the UN General Assembly last
month.

AFP

Nearly 60 killed in 10 days of
Syria rebel clashes: Monitor

Beirut, Lebanon - More than a
week of inter-rebel fighting in
Syria's Turkish-held north has
killed 58 people, mostly combat-
ants - a flareup that has allowed
Al-Qaeda-linked fighters to gain
ground, a war monitor said on
Tuesday.

The clashes since October 8,
in a volatile area near the Turkish
border, have been among the
deadliest in years, killing 48 rebel
fighters and 10 civilians, the Syr-
jan Observatory for Human
Rights said.

Among the 48 combatants
killed, 28 were members of the
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham alliance
(HTS), which is led by Al-
Qaeda's former Syria affiliate, ac-
cording to the Britain-based war
monitor, which relies on a wide
network of sources inside Syria.

Dozens of rebel groups op-
posed to President Bashar al-
Assad are confined to areas of
northern and northwestern Syria
that still evade government con-
trol after more than a decade of
war. The latest fighting started
this month between two rival
pro-Turkish rebel groups in the
town of Al-Bab in Aleppo

Demonstrators gather in the Syrian opposition-held crossing of Bab al-

Salama, at the border with Turkey in Aleppo province on Monday (AFP)

province before spreading to
other areas and drawing in other
factions, including HTS.

HTS is widely seen as the
strongest and best organised of
the rebel factions and dominates
the nearby Idlib region, Syria's
last major opposition bastion.

Last week, the group captured
the Afrin region from rival Turk-
ish-backed rebels, advancing in
the area for the first time since
civil war broke out in Syria in
2011. The United States con-
demned the HTS advance in a
statement on Tuesday.

“We are alarmed by the re-

cent incursion of HTS, a desig-
nated terrorist organisation, into
northern Aleppo (province). HTS
forces should be withdrawn from
the area immediately,” the US
embassy said.

HTS has leveraged the latest
bout of fighting to expand its
zone of influence, in a move
green-lit by Turkey, which has
never publicly backed it, the Ob-
servatory said. “Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham would not have entered
the area without Turkey's con-
sent,” said Observatory chief
Rami Abdul Rahman.

AFP

Afghan women protest after students
expelled from university dormitories

Kabul, Afghanistan - About 30
Afghan women protested in
front of Kabul University on
Tuesday after authorities ex-
pelled students from the dormi-
tories allegedly for breaking
rules.

The protesters claimed that
all the evicted students were
women in a move that comes as
the Taliban has increasingly re-
stricted girls’ access to educa-
tion. “Today's protest was for
girls who have been expelled,”
organiser Zholia Parsi told AFP
after Taliban forces dispersed
the rally. Organisers also called
for the reopening of girls' sec-
ondary schools, which have been
shut since the Taliban returned
to power last year.

In several cities, women have
staged sporadic protests against
harsh restrictions imposed by
the hardline Islamists.

The rallies are usually swiftly
put down - often harshly - and
journalists have increasingly
been prevented from covering
them.

“Don't expel us... education is
our red line," chanted the pro-

Afghan women hold placards during a protest in front of Kabul University

in Kabul on Tuesday (AFpP)

testers in front of the university.

The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion said on Monday that an
undisclosed number of students
‘who violated the rules and regu-
lations of the university's dormi-
tory’ had been expelled from
their accomodations.

It did not say if they were all
women.

In response to international

pressure over girls' education,
Taliban officials have said the
secondary school closures are
temporary, but they have also
wheeled out a range of excuses
for the shutdown - from lack of
funds to time needed to re-
model the syllabus along Is-
lamic lines.

Late on Monday, Taliban
supreme leader Hibatullah

Akhundzada replaced the minis-
ter of higher education with a
loyalist cleric, Neda Mohammad
Nadeem, a government state-
ment said. It was the sector’s
second such reshuffle in a
month, following the appoint-
ment of a new minister of educa-
tion.

The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion oversees universities, while
the Ministry of Education runs
schools up to 12th grade.

Nadeem, previously the gov-
ernor of Kabul province, has for
years held several key positions
in the Taliban and was formerly
chief of intelligence for the
movement in eastern
Afghanistan. Nadeem's personal
views on girls’ education are un-
known, and it remains unclear
why his predecessor Abdul Bagi
Haggani was removed.

“Given his proximity to the
supreme leader and his perform-
ance he has been entrusted with
key positions,” a Taliban official
who worked closely with
Nadeem told AFP on condition of
anonymity.

AFP

Three killed
in fresh
landslide in
Venezuela

Maracay, Venezuela - Intense
rain in northern Venezuela
caused a landslide that has killed
at least three people, President
Nicolas Maduro said on Monday
as he visited another site where
over 50 died in similar circum-
stances last week.

“l am informed that there are
three dead in El Castano, it was
a mudslide that came from the
mountain,” said Maduro, refer-
ring to a neighbourhood in the
city of Maracay, the capital of
northern Aragua state, which is
about 80km west of the capital
Caracas.

Video footage from El Cas-
tano broadcast on Venezuelan
television showed mudslides
devastating everything in their
path - sweeping away vehicles,
trees and huge boulders.

AFP

Russian strikes pound Ukraine power sites

Kyiv, Ukraine - President
Volodymyr Zelensky said on
Tuesday that Russian strikes had
destroyed about 30 per cent of
his country's power stations in
one week, speaking hours after a
fresh barrage cut electricity to
cities across Ukraine.

Russian attacks rocked energy
facilities in Kyiv and urban cen-
tres across the country, causing
blackouts and disrupting water
supplies, just one day after the
capital was bombarded with a
swarm of suicide drones.

The strikes in the early hours
of Tuesday hit Kyiv, Kharkiv in
the east, Mykolaiv in the south
and central regions of Dnipro and
Zhytomyr, where officials said
hospitals were running on
backup generators.

Drones bombarded Kyiv on
Monday, destroying a residential
building in the centre and killing
five people in what the presi-
dency described as an attack of
desperation.

It was the second Monday in
arow that Russia launched puni-

Ukrainian artillerymen fire from a gun from their position in Kharkiv region on Monday (AFp)

tive strikes which military ob-
servers have said appear to be
Moscow's response to battlefield
losses.

Zelensky described the re-
peated targeted of energy infra-
structure as ‘another kind of
Russian terrorist attacks'.

“Since October 10, 30 per
cent of Ukraine's power stations
have been destroyed, causing
massive blackouts across the

country,” the Ukrainian leader
said on Twitter.

Hospitals on
back-up power
He said the attack meant that
there was ‘'no space left for nego-
tiations with (President
Vladimir) Putin's regime’.

Many settlements in the Zhy-
tomyr region west of Kyiv and
parts of the city of Dnipro in cen-

tral Ukraine were without elec-
tricity, while power was restored
to the southern city of Mykolaiv
after strikes overnight.

“Now the city is cut off from
electricity and water supplies.
Hospitals are working on backup
power,” the mayor of Zhytomyr
Sergiy Sukhomlyn said in a state-
ment on line. In the northeast
meanwhile, Ukraine's second-
largest city of Kharkiv some

40km from the border with Rus-
sia was hit with eight missiles,
the regional governor said.

Kharkiv's mayor Igor
Terekhov said an ‘industrial en-
terprise’ had been hit.

In Kyiv, meanwhile, the DETK
energy provider said its staff
were ‘doing their best to restore
electricity supply after the de-
struction of a critical infrastruc-
ture facility in Kyiv city.’

Zelensky earlier said the fresh
wave of nationwide strikes -
which he said had damaged a
residential buidling and flower
market in Mykolaiv - was a Russ-
ian attempt to ‘terrorise and kill
civilians'.

“The terrorist state will not
change anything for itself with
these kind of actions. It will only
confirm its destructive and mur-
derous essence, for which it will
certainly be held to account,” Ze-
lensky said on social media.

There was no immediate re-
action from Moscow, but it has
said following similar attacks
that assigned military targets

were hit.

Kremlin denies

Iran drone use

Following the wave of kamikaze
drone attacks on Kyiv on Mon-
day, Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba demanded EU sanctions
on Iran, accusing Tehran of pro-
viding Russia with drones.

The Kremlin said on Tuesday
it has no knowledge of its army
using Iranian drones in Ukraine.

“Russian tech is being used,”
Kremlin  spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said, referring other
questions to the defence min-
istry.

Iran has denied exporting any
weapons to either side, but the
United States warned it would
take action against companies
and nations working with
Tehran's drone programme fol-
lowing the strikes in Kyiv.

Senior  presidential aide
Mykhaylo Podolyak meanwhile
called for Russia to be excluded
from the upcoming G20 summit.
AFP
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Jayalalithaa death: Panel indicts Sasikala

Probe panel
report was
tabled in the
TN State
Assembly

Chennai, India - Justice A Aru-
mughaswamy Commission of
Inquiry constituted to probe the
death of former Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister and AIADMK
leader J Jayalalithaa has called
for an investigation against
Sasikala, among three others.
The report of the inquiry
commission, which probed the
death of Jayalalithaa, was tabled
in the State Assembly on Tues-
day. The Commission con-
cluded that Sasikala,
Jayalalithaa's personal doctor K
S Sivakumar, then health secre-
tary Radhakrishnan and C Vi-
jayabaskar, who was the health
minister then, are found to be at

AIADMK interim general secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami with party leaders pays tribute to the statue of former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J

Jayalalithaa during the 51st foundation day celebrations of AIADMK, at the party headquarters, in Chennai on Monday (AN

fault and an investigation is to
be ordered.

The single-member commis-
sion had submitted its report to
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin earlier in August, after a
five-year inquiry.

After the demise of Jay-
alalithaa in December 2016,
full-scale politics erupted over
the cause of her death and the
medical procedures followed
during her hospitalisation.

Former Tamil Nadu chief
minister O Pannerselvam had
requested a probe into her
death, which led to the forma-
tion of the Commission.

It was assigned to enquire
into the circumstances, health
condition and situation leading
to the hospitalisation of Jay-
alalitha on September 22, 2016
and subsequent treatment pro-
vided till her unfortunate de-
mise on December 5 the same
year.

Aarumughaswami has filed

his 608 pages final report in
Tamil and 500 pages report in
English.

Over 159 witnesses have ap-
peared before the Commission
and have put forward their
points of view.

Notably, the Commission
commenced its investigation in
November 2017 with many
hearings of close aides of Jay-
alalithaa and doctors who pro-
vided treatment, besides the
then health minister, the health
secretary and then finance min-
ister and AIADMK senior leader
O Pannerselvam. Meanwhile, a
report by the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences’ panel of
doctors has asserted that the
treatment provided to Jay-
alalithaa was as per ‘correct
medical practice and no errors'
have been found in the care pro-
vided. This clean chit provided
relief for Apollo Hospital where
Jayalalithaa was admitted.

ANI

Safe, secure world is
shared responsibility: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the 90th Interpol General Assembly, in New Delhi on Tuesday (ANI)

New Delhi, India - Addressing
the 90th Interpol meeting in
New Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said that a safe and secure
world is a shared responsibility,
calling India a case study for the
world in upholding diversity and
democracy.

“In upholding diversity and
democracy, India is a case study
for the world. Over the last 99
years, Interpol has connected
police organisations globally in
195 countries. This is despite
differences in the legal frame-
work,” the Prime Minister said.
Modi stated that Interpol is ap-
proaching a historic milestone
as the organisation will cele-
brate its 100 years in 2023.

NARENDRA MODI

“This is a call for universal
cooperation to make the world
a better place. India is one of the
top contributors to the UN
Peacekeeping Operations. From
climate targets to COVID vac-
cines, India has shown the will-
ingness to take the lead in any
crisis,” Modi said.

He also emphasised how
India is calling for enhanced
global cooperation ‘for local
welfare'.

On the contribution of police
forces, Modi said: “Police forces
across the world are furthering
social welfare. They are the
frontline responders during any
crisis. | pay my respect to the
police personnel who have
made the ultimate sacrifice in
service of the people.”

The Interpol General Assem-
bly meeting is taking place in
India after a gap of years. The
event provides an opportunity
to showcase best practices in
India’s law and order system to
the world.

ANI

‘It's for Parliament to frame law on Uniform Civil Code'

New Delhi, India - The Centre
on Tuesday told the Supreme
Court that it could not direct
Parliament to frame or enact
any law on Uniform Civil Code
in the country.

The Ministry of Law and
Justice in its affidavit stated
that the matter of policy is for
the elected representatives of
the people to decide and no di-
rection in this regard can be is-
sued by the Centre. “It is for the
legislature to enact or not to
enact a piece of legislation,”
the ministry told the apex
court.

The affidavit was filed on a
plea of advocate Ashwini

Upadhyay seeking uniformity
in the personal laws regulating
succession, inheritance, adop-
tion, marriage, divorce, mainte-
nance and alimony.

The Centre while seeking
dismissal of the plea said: “It is
settled position of law as has
been held in a catena of judge-
ments by this court that under
our constitutional scheme, Par-
liament exercises sovereign
power to enact laws and no
outside power or authority can
issue a direction to enact a par-
ticular piece of legislation.”

It further said that Article
44 of the Indian Constitution is
a directive principle requiring

State to endeavour to secure a
Uniform Civil Code for all citi-
zens.

The ministry said that Arti-
cle 44 is to strengthen the
‘Secular Democratic Republic’
object as enshrined in the Con-
stitution’s Preamble.

“This provision is provided
to effect integration of India by
bringing communities on the
common platform on matters
which are at present governed
by diverse personal laws. Thus,
in view of the importance and
sensitivity of the subject mat-
ter, in-depth study of various
personal laws is required,” it
said.

The Centre told the top
court that it is conscious of the
matter and that the 21st Law
Commission undertook a de-
tailed examination of the issue
by inviting representations
from several stakeholders,
however, since the said Com-
mission’s term ended in Au-
gust 2018, the matter will be
placed before the 22nd Com-
mission. “As and when the Re-
port of Law Commission in the
matter is received, the Govern-
ment would examine the same
in consultation with the various
stakeholders involved in the
matter,” said the ministry.

ANI

Six pilgrims, pilot killed in helicopter crash

Dehradun, India - Seven people
were killed on Tuesday when a
helicopter bringing Hindu pil-
grims back from a shrine high in
the Indian Himalayas crashed in
the mountains.

The pilot and all six pilgrims
on board died when the chop-
per came down during the flight
from Kedarnath temple, disas-
ter response official Nandan
Singh Rajwar told AFP from the
crash site. The cause of the
crash was not immediately
known, Rajwar said.

Kedarnath temple, dedicated
to the Hindu god Shiva, stands
at an altitude of 3,584 metres in
the northern state of Uttarak-

Police personnel gather at the site where a helicopter carrying

Kedarnath pilgrims from Phata crashed, on Tuesday (AND

hand and is thronged by pil-
grims from across India in the
summer. It is one of several im-
portant shrines to Hindu gods
dotted high in the Indian Hi-
malayas, sometimes many
hours of arduous trekking from
the nearest road.

A cottage industry of heli-
copter charter firms has devel-
oped to serve wealthy pilgrims
who want to worship at the
sites but prefer to reach them
more easily than on foot.

India’s civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said on
Twitter that the crash was ‘ex-
tremely unfortunate'.

AFP

US ‘confident’ in Pakistan’s ability to secure nuke assets

Washington, US - The United
States said on Monday that it
had confidence in Pakistan's
ability to control its nuclear ar-
senal after President Joe Biden
expressed alarm, leading Is-
lamabad to summon the US
ambassador.

“The United States is confi-
dent of Pakistan's commitment
and its ability to secure its nu-
clear assets,” State Department
spokesman Vedant Patel told
reporters.

“The US has always viewed a
secure and prosperous Pakistan
as critical to US interests and,
more broadly, the US values our
long-standing cooperation with
Pakistan,” he said.

Biden made the off-the-cuff
remarks on Pakistan's nuclear

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who recently visited

Washington, has called for more interactions with the US (aFp)

programme on Thursday while
at a private Democratic Party
fundraiser in California where
he began to discuss challenges

facing President Xi Jinping of

China, a close ally of Pakistan.
“And what | think is maybe

one of the most dangerous na-

tions in the world: Pakistan. Nu-
clear weapons without any co-
hesion,” Biden said, according to
a White House transcript.

Pakistan - proud to be the
only declared nuclear power in
the Islamic world - summoned
US Ambassador Donald Blome
to lodge a protest. Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif tweeted that
Pakistan was a ‘responsible nu-
clear state’ and that it takes
safety measures ‘with the ut-
most seriousness'.

US officials have long pri-
vately voiced alarm about nu-
clear safety if the political
situation changes in Pakistan,
whose military and intelligence

apparatus has assisted
Afghanistan's Taliban.
Foreign Minister Bilawal

Bhutto Zardari said that Biden's
remarks should not hurt rela-
tions, noting that the president
was not speaking at an official
function.

But Bhutto Zardari, who re-
cently visited Washington,
called for more interaction, with
Biden showing little interest in
personally engaging his Pak-
istani counterparts.

Patel noted, however, that
USAID chief Samantha Power
and State Department Coun-
selor Derek Chollet have both
visited since devastating floods
hit Pakistan. “This is a relation-
ship we view as important and
it's something that we're going
to continue to remain deeply
engaged in,” he said.

AFP

Turkish hot air balloon
crash kills two Spaniards

Istanbul, Turkey - Two Spaniards
were killed and three others in-
jured on Tuesday when their hot
air balloon crashed in high winds
in the tourist magnet of Cap-
padocia in Turkey, local authori-
ties said.

“The hot air balloon came
down abruptly at 8:50am (0550
GMT) after it unexpectedly be-
came very windy,” said the gov-
ernor's office in Nevsehir, the
central province where the spec-
tacular high plateau of Cappado-
cia is located.

The balloon, which took off
from a monastery near the town
of Avanos, was carrying 28
tourists and two crew members.

The authorities said that
they had launched an inquiry

into the accident.

Hot air balloon trips are a key
attraction in Cappadocia, which
is famous for its ancient
troglodyte villages and ‘fairy
chimneys', fashioned out of the
rock by millennia of erosion.

There have been several bal-
loon accidents in recent years.

Three Brazilian tourists died
and 22 other people were injured
when two hot air balloons col-
lided in 2013.

In 2017, a Danish tourist died
when a balloon crash-landed in
high winds.

Two months later a French
diplomat was killed and several
other people were injured when
their balloon hit a power line.
AFP
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Real Madrid captain Karim Benzema, frozen out of France team for five and a half
years because of his involvement in a blackmail scandal, wins Ballon d'Or at 34

Paris, France - Karim Benzema
was rewarded for his remarkable
success at Real Madrid with the
Ballon d'Or at a star-studded cer-
emony in Paris on Monday, while
Spain's Alexia Putellas retained
the women's prize.

Benzema, who is the first
French winner of the most pres-
tigious individual award in foot-
ball since Zinedine Zidane in
1998, scored 44 goals in 46
games for his club last season as
Real won the Champions League
and La Liga.

Fifteen of his goals came in the
Champions League, including
hat-tricks in knockout wins
against Paris Saint-Germain and
Chelsea and three more across
both legs of a stunning semi-final
defeat of Manchester City.

The 34-year-old, who also
won the UEFA Nations League
with France, succeeds Lionel
Messi with the Argentine not

This is the Ballon d'Or of the people.
Winning this trophy was always in
the back of my mind

Real Madrid's French forward Karim Benzema receives the Ballon d'Or award next to his mother Malika Benzema during the 2022 Ballon d'Or France

Football award ceremony at the Theatre du Chatelet in Paris on Monday (Afp)

nominated this year after claim-
ing the prize for the seventh time
in 2021.

“The Ballon d'Or might be in-
dividual but it's still a collective
award. This is the Ballon d'Or of

the people,” Benzema declared.

"Winning this trophy was al-
ways something that was in the
back of my mind,” he added.

Benzema pushed Sadio Mane
into second place, although the
Bayern Munich and Senegal star
did have his off-field work recog-
nised as he was given a new
award named after former Brazil
star Socrates. Kevin De Bruyne of
Manchester City was third, with
Barcelona striker Robert
Lewandowski coming fourth.

Winning the award, organised
by France Football magazine,
caps a remarkable career revival
for Benzema, who was frozen out
of the France team for five and a
half years because of his involve-
ment in a blackmail scandal over
a sextape involving teammate
Mathieu Valbuena.

He was later handed a one-
year suspended prison sentence
and fined 75,000 euros
($73,848). He returned to the
national team for last year's Eu-
ropean Championship and will
now go to the World Cup in
Qatar with France next month.

“There were moments that
were much more difficult for me,
for example when | wasn't with
the national team, but | am really,
really proud of my journey,” he
added.

Benzema turns 35 on Decem-
ber 19, the day after the World
Cup final, and is the oldest winner
of the Ballon d'Or since the very
first, Stanley Matthews in 1956.
AFP

Robert Lewandowski

Lewandowski
wins Mueller
Trophy for
top scorer

Paris, France -
Lewandowski
award for last season's top
goalscorer, renamed the Gerd
Mueller Trophy, for the second
straight year at the Ballon d'Or
ceremony on Monday.

The 34-year-old, who joined
Barcelona from Bayern Munich
in the close season, scored 57
goals in 56 matches for club and
country last term.

He was the top-scorer in the
Bundesliga with 35 goals.

Lewandowski also won the
award last year when it was pre-
sented for the first time, after
breaking the Bundesliga scoring
record for a single season, previ-
ously held by Mueller, with 41
goals. But he is yet to win the Bal-
lon d'Or itself, having narrowly
missed out to Lionel Messi 12
months ago.

The Pole would have been a
strong favourite to take the hon-
ours in 2020, but the ceremony
was scrapped due to the effect of
the coronavirus pandemic on the
football calendar.

AFP

Robert
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Benzema dedicates Ballon d'Or win 'to the people’

Paris, France - Karim Benzema
said he had become more ambi-
tious with age as the Real
Madrid and France striker won
the Ballon d'Or on Monday, and
dedicated his trophy “to the peo-
ple".

Benzema, who turns 35in De-
cember, the day after the World
Cup final, is five months older
than Lionel Messi was when the
Argentine won the most presti-
gious individual award in football
for the seventh time last year.

Indeed he is the oldest winner
since England's Stanley
Matthews won the very first Bal-
lon d'Orin 1956.

“Winning this trophy was al-
ways in the back of my mind but
what has changed since | turned
30 is ambition,” Benzema said
after collecting the prize in a
star-studded ceremony at the
Chatelet Theatre in Paris.

Benzema was just 21 when
he joined Real Madrid from
Lyonin 2009. He has come into
his own in the Spanish capital
since Cristiano Ronaldo’s de-
parture in 2018, when Benzema
was 30.

“Ambition really entered my

Karim Benzema poses with fans upon his arrival at the Theatre du Chatelet in Paris for the Ballon d'Or ceremony

head after that. Ambition means
working harder and being a
leader for my team and | am
lucky to play for Madrid, the best
club in the world.

“When | was 21, or 22, | didn't
have the same ambition | have
today.”

Benzema was rewarded for

scoring 44 goals in 46 games
last season as Madrid won the
Champions League and La Liga.

‘Difficult moments’

He also won the UEFA Nations
League with France, completing
aremarkable career revival for a
player who was involved in a

blackmail scandal over a sextape
involving teammate Mathieu
Valbuena.

"I have been through difficult
moments, where | wasn't play-
ing for the national team and so
was alone at Valdebebas (Real's
training ground) because every-
one else was away playing for

their countries.

“I am very happy and very
proud of the work | have put in.”

On stage Benzema called his
prize “the Ballon d'Or of the peo-
ple”, a statement he later said
was not intended to be political
but “just a nod to where | come
from".

Among those to congratulate
Benzema publicly was the
French President Emmanuel
Macron, who did so on Twitter.

Ididn’t
have the same
ambition I
have today.

Barcelona and Spain mid-
fielder Gavi won the Kopa Tro-
phy for the best player aged
under 21, while Lewandowski re-
ceived the award for top
goalscorer.

Real Madrid's Thibaut Cour-
tois won the prize for best goal-
keeper of the year.

AFP

Barcelona's Gavi poses with the Kopa Trophy for best under-21 player (AFp)

Gavi wins Kopa Trophy
for best youngster

Paris, France - Barcelona and
Spain midfield prospect Gavi
won the Kopa Trophy for the
best player of last season aged
under 21 at the Ballon d'Or cere-
mony in Paris on Monday.

The 18-year-old, whose full
name is Pablo Martin Paez
Gavira, succeeds his Barcelona
teammate Pedri, who won the
prize last year.

Kylian Mbappe and Matthijs
de Ligt are also former winners of
the award which is named after
former Real Madrid and France
star Raymond Kopa.

Gavi, who has already won 12

caps for Spain, was picked by a
jury made up of former winners
of the Ballon d'Or itself.

Last month he signed a new
deal at Barcelona tying him to the
club until 2026 and with a re-
lease clause of one billion euros.

Meanwhile Senegal and Bay-
ern Munich star Sadio Mane was
rewarded for his off-field work by
receiving the first Socrates prize
from the organisers France Foot-
ball.

The prize is named after the
late former Brazil midfielder, who
also held a medical degree.

AFP

Barcelona's Putellas eyes return from injury
this season after retaining Ballon d'Or

Paris, France - Alexia Putellas
said she hoped to return from a
serious knee injury before the
end of this season but refused to
discuss her future with the Span-
ish national team after winning
her second successive women's
Ballon d'Or on Monday.

The reward for Putellas, 28,
came after a season in which she
was the top scorer as her club
Barcelona reached the Champi-
ons League final.

The prize, awarded at a star-
studded ceremony at the

Chatelet Theatre in central Paris,
is also a consolation for Putellas
who is currently recovering from
a serious knee injury.

The injury saw her miss the
Euro in England in July and
means she faces a battle to play
at all this season.

“The knee is doing well. | just
need to focus on recovering and
if everything goes as | hope --
and as the doctors and my club
hope - | hope to be back playing
this season,” she said.

There is a World Cup in Aus-

tralia and New Zealand in July
and August next year, although
the presence of Putellas appears
in some doubt anyway for rea-
sons other than her injury.

The Barcelona captain re-
cently published a statement
calling for change, along with 15
national team players who asked
not to be called up by Spain, amid
differences with the coach Jorge
Vilda and the Spanish football
federation.

“All I am going to say today
about the national team is that

obviously it is a topic that makes
me very sad,” she said.

“| think it needs to be spoken
about but today is not the day.
This is a day for celebration, a
historic day, and that's all.”

Putellas saw off stiff competi-
tion, notably from three stars of
the England team that won the
European Championship, to take
the Ballon d'Or following a cam-
paign which also saw Barcelona
win a domestic league and cup
double.

AFP

Alexia Putellas receives her Ballon d'Or award at the Theatre du Chatelet in Paris on Monday (AFp)
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Manchester City's Erling Haaland failed to add to his incredible Pemeir League tally of 15 goals as Liverpool showed that Pep Guardiola’s team can be beaten (AFp)

SPURRED ON!

Manchester City’s stumble gives Spurs, Chelsea hope of Premier League title fight

London, United Kingdom - Man-
chester City's first defeat of the
season has given the rest of the
Premier League hope that the
title race is not a foregone con-
clusion as Tottenham and
Chelsea seek to close at the top
of the table on Wednesday.

The arrival of rampaging for-
ward Erling Haaland to supple-
ment Pep Guardiola's squad,
which has won the English top
flight four times in the past five
years, made City even stronger
favourites to win the league
again.

However, a rejuvenated Arse-
nal have opened up a four-point
gap at the top of the table, while
Spurs have kept pace with the
defending champions.

Arsenal and City were sup-
posed to be facing off this mid-
week in a top-of-the-table clash.

But that match has been post-

notonly tactical but also to show
this maturity, then we’ll have
great satisfaction

poned due to rescheduling
caused by the death of Queen
Elizabeth Il last month, with the
Gunners instead facing PSV
Eindhoven in the Europa League.

With the top two not in action,
Tottenham could move to within
a point of the summit if they win
at  Manchester United on
Wednesday.

Spurs have not won a league
title for 61years but have, in An-
tonio Conte, a manager who has
won the league at each of his
previous three clubs - Juventus,

Chelsea and Inter Milan.

"We are showing stability,”
said Conte. “l always say, to play
against us is not easy.

“We have to continue to work
and improve but we are a team,
and | consider us really strong. If
we are good to improve and con-
tinue to grow in other aspects,
not only tactical but also to show
this maturity, then we'll have
great satisfaction.”

The strength in depth of Tot-
tenham's squad is being fully
tested by injuries to Dejan Kulu-

sevski and Richarlison in forward
areas.

But Harry Kane is carrying the
burden, with the England captain
scoring nine goals in 10 league
games to stay on the coat-tails of
Haaland in the race for the
Golden Boot.

Potter works his
magic
Chelsea looked to have blown
their title chances with two de-
feats in their opening five league
games under Thomas Tuchel.
But Graham Potter, who re-
placed the German as manager
in September, has masterminded
a turnaround in results for the
Blues, with five consecutive wins
in all competitions putting them
back on track in both the Premier
League and Champions League.
Chelsea have a game in hand
on the top three and victory at

Brentford would lift them just
two points behind City.

Potter has brought the best
out of Kepa Arrizabalaga, who is
performing to a level expected of
the world's most expensive goal-
keeper and keeping Edouard
Mendy out of the side.

Liverpool lift-off?
Liverpool have been the side car-
rying the fight to City over the
past five years and looked more
like their old selves in defeating
the champions 1-0 at a frenzied
Anfield on Sunday.

The Reds still have a mountain
to climb to get back in the title
race, with just three wins under
their belts in their opening nine
games. And they cannot afford a
hangover from their exploits
against City when they host
West Ham on Wednesday.

AFP

Portugal forward
Diogo Jotaruled
out of World Cup
with calf injury

London, United Kingdom -
Portugal's Diogo Jota will miss
the World Cup after suffering
a serious calf injury, Liverpool
manager Jurgen Klopp con-
firmed on Tuesday.

The winger was stretchered
off in the closing stages of Liv-
erpool’s 1-O Premier League
win over Manchester City on
Sunday.

“Not good news about
Diogo - yes he will miss the
World Cup,” Klopp said at a
press conference ahead of
Wednesday's home match
against West Ham.

“(It's a) pretty serious injury
in the calf muscle and now the
recovery process starts. That's
it pretty much.

“That is the first diagnosis,
which was pretty clear, and all
the rest will now follow in the
next few days. It is very sad
news for the boy, and for us as
well of course and for Portu-
gal.”

Klopp, who said Jota would
not need an operation, did not
put an exact timescale on his
return but is expecting the 25-
year-old to be sidelined for
months.

"“After such a good night at
Anfield mine ended in the
worst way! In the last minute

Diogo Jota

one of my dreams collapsed,”
Jota posted on Twitter.

“I will be one more support-
ing from the outside, club and
country, and fighting to be
back as soon as possible.”

Jota's absence adds to Liv-
erpool’s injury woes, with Luis
Diaz also ruled out until after
the World Cup in Qatar, which
starts next month.

Joel Matip will also miss the
visit of West Ham, but Trent
Alexander-Arnold and
Ibrahima Konate could be fit to
return to the starting line-up.

Klopp was sent off late on in
an emotional encounter with
City for taking his protests to-
wards the referee’s assistant
too far. The German coach has
so far not received a touchline
ban from the Football Associ-
ation and expects to take his
place on the touchline on
Wednesday.

“| think | will be there to-
morrow because nothing hap-
pened yet," he said. “I don't
think something will happen
tomorrow a few hours before
the game. | still think | should
have dealt differently with the
situation which | usually do.
The whole game led to that a
little bit.”

AFP

Neymar tells fraud trial he signed
documents his father told him to

Barcelona, Spain - Brazil super-
star Neymar said Tuesday his
manager father always handled
his contracts as he took the stand
at his trial in Spain over alleged
irregularities in his transfer to
Barcelona in 2013.

"My father has always beenin
charge” of contract negotiations,
the 30-year-old told the
Barcelona court hearing the case.
"I sign what he tells me to.”

He also said he did not re-
member if he took part in the ne-
gotiations which led to an

222-
million-euro
transferin
2017

agreement sealed in 2011 with
Barcelona over his transfer two
years later to the Catalan side
from Brazilian club Santos.

Spanish prosecutors are seek-
ing a two-year prison term for
Neymar, a key member of the
Brazil team that will be heading
to the World Cup in Qatar next
month, and the payment of a 10-
million-euro ($9.7 million) fine.

The trial is the culmination of
ayears-long legal saga over Ney-
mar's 2013 move from Santos to
Barcelona.

He then joined Qatar-owned
PSG in a world record 222-mil-
lion-euro transfer in 2017.

AFP

Paris Saint-Germain's Neymar gestures as he leaves after attending a

hearing at the courthouse in Barcelona on Tuesday (AFP)

Indonesia to demolish football
stadium where crush killed 133

Jakarta, Indonesia - The Indone-
sian football stadium where a
stampede killed 133 people will
be torn down and rebuilt, Presi-
dent Joko Widodo said Tuesday,
as the head of FIFA pledged to
help “reform and transform” the
sport in the country.

Gianni Infantino met Widodo
in the capital Jakarta, just over
two weeks after the tragedy, and
a year before the Under-20
World Cup is due to be held in
the Southeast Asian nation.

More than 40 children were
among those killed in the city of

Malang, East Java on October 1.

After supporters invaded the
pitch at the end of a league
match between Arema FC and
rivals Persebaya Surabaya, police
fired tear gas into packed stands,
sparking a stampede.

“For Kanjuruhan stadium in
Malang, we will demolish and re-
build it according to FIFA stan-
dards,” Widodo told reporters.

He said the replacement sta-
dium will have “proper facilities
that can ensure the safety of
both players and supporters”.
AFP

Newly elected Indian cricket board president Roger Binny

Binny replaces Ganguly as Indian cricket board chief

Mumbai, India - World Cup win-
ner Roger Binny was on Tuesday
appointed head of India’s cricket
board - the world's richest cricket
body - and will replace Sourav
Ganguly after three years at the
top, the board's vice-president
said.

Binny, 67, was elected presi-
dent at a meeting of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) in Mumbai, where secre-
tary Jay Shah won another term
in office, Rajeev Shukla told re-

porters.

The BCCI, which has a net
worth reported at $2 billion, en-
joys significant clout internation-
ally in cricket but has been in
chaos and there have been a
slew of court cases involving the
cash-rich body.

Bangalore-born Binny, who
was part of India’s historic 1983
World Cup-winning squad, steps
into the shoes of Ganguly, widely
regarded as one of the sport's
greatest captains.

Ganguly, 50, had initially been
tipped to earn a second term as
president but reports said he was
shunted out because he refused
to join India’s ruling party.

Ganguly's political allegiance
has been a regular source of
media speculation, especially
after the country’s Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, father of BCCI
secretary Jay, visited him at
home earlier this year.

Politicians from Ganguly's
home state of West Bengal -

where the former player enjoys
near-godlike status - alleged that
the former batsman was forced
out.

India's ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has been pushing
hard to win power in the eastern
state, falling short in elections
marred by deadly violence last
year.

Ganguly's departure was a
“political vendetta” by the gov-
ernment, opposition lawmaker
Santanu Sen said on Twitter.

Shah's Hindu nationalist BJP
has denied any involvement in
Ganguly's ouster and accused
their opponents of politicising
the issue.

Ganguly has not spoken pub-
licly on his departure but reports
said he had been hoping to con-
tinue, especially after India’s top
court recently relaxed a rule that
barred sporting officials from
consecutive terms in office in the
same position.

AFP
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A total of 75 players attended the five-day coaching camp

First Gary Kirsten Cricket camp
in Oman a grand success

Muscat - Oman Cricket (OC)
has been constantly working
hard to ensure that the domes-
tic coaches, young cricketers
and beginners are provided
with top-class facilities to
learn, train and improve their
skills.

As part of OC's continued
efforts, the recent maiden
partnership initiative with
South Africa’'s Gary Kirsten
Cricket (GKC) Academy
turned out to be a grand suc-
cess.

A total of 75 players at-
tended the five-day coaching
camp that catered to grass-
roots players, high-perfor-

mance cricketers and
domestic coaches.
Evert Laubscher, Oman

Cricket Academy manager,
said that a total of 21 crick-
eters, including three Omani

nationals and five girls, took
part in the grassroots camp,
conducted by two coaches
from the GKC Academy - Ryan
van Niekerk and Garreth Von
Hoesslin.

He added: “Buoyed by the
success of the inaugural camp,
the founder of GKC and former
South African great Gary
Kirsten has expressed his in-
terest to come to Oman when
the second camp is held next
year.”

A total of 54 players took
part in the high-performance
camp, which included one
Omani national and three girls.

Assisting the two GKC
coaches were coaches from
Oman Cricket - Laubscher,
Mazhar Khan, Syed Amir Ali,
Syed Amir Kaleem, Parviz al
Balushi, Adeel Shafique,
Muhammad Nadeem, Haider

Ali and Desmond Berhardt.

The senior GKC coaches
also conducted a three-day
coach education session for
the OC coaches.

Visiting GKC coach Niekerk
said that the “coaches session
provided practical application
of global coaching standards
through CoachED Cricket
across a variety of topics.”

He added: “The high-perfor-
mance camp with the local
coaches was quite a useful ex-
ercise as they (domestic
coaches) are now better
equipped with more refined
processes which they can con-
tinue to explore in the coming
months."

During the high-perfor-
mance camp for cricketers, the
GKC trainers worked out a
schedule that was split into
Test, ODI and T20 formats.

KARTHIK HAT-TRICK
NOT ENOUGH FOR UAE

UAE's Karthik Meiyappan (2nd R) celebrates with teammates after taking a wicket in their T20 World Cup group match against Sri Lanka on Tuesday

Sri Lanka crush UAE at T20 World
Cup despite spinner Meiyappan’s
historic achievement

Geelong, Australia - Karthik
Meiyappan lit up the Twenty20
World Cup with a hat-trick Tues-
day but it was in vain as Sri Lanka
dismissed the United Arab Emi-
rates for just 73 to get their cam-
paign back on track.

The Asian champions were
stunned by Namibia in the tour-
nament's opening game on Sun-
day, a crushing 55-run defeat that
left no room for error.

They responded with a con-
vincing 79-run victory, but not
before some drama.

Sri Lanka were cruising at 117-
2 at Geelong when spin bowler
Meiyappan derailed their plans in
the 15th over, removing Bhanuka
Rajapaksa, Charith Asalanka and
skipper Dasun Shanaka in suc-

cessive balls. It was only the fifth
hat-trick at a T20 World Cup,
and the first-ever for the UAE in
any T20 international.

Shanaka's team recovered to
post 152-8 with Pathum Nissanka
making a gritty 74 and Meiyap-
pan ending with 3-19.

It leaves Group A finely poised
in the race to make the Super 12
stage heading into the third and
final matches on Thursday where
net run rate could prove decisive.

Sri Lanka, the 2014 champi-

ons, face the unbeaten Nether-
lands next, needing another win,
while Namibia take on the win-
less UAE.

After being put into bat, Sri
Lanka made a strong start, reach-
ing 42 before Kusal Mendis was
trapped Ibw by Aryan Lakraon18.

Nissanka was joined by
Dhananjaya de Silva and with the
trumpets blowing from the Sri
Lankan fans, they both crunched
big sixes.

Dushmantha Chameera rat-

tled UAE in their reply, clean
bowling Muhammad Waseem
and Aryan Lakra in the space of
five balls.

The UAE had no answer to the
pace attack, slumping to 21-4 in
the sixth over and they never re-
covered as Sri Lanka ran riot.

In the earlier match in Gee-
long, Namibia were restricted to
121-6, with the Dutch using seven
different bowlers to put the
clamps on.

The Europeans, boosted by
former South Africa and India
coach Gary Kirsten on their staff,
were cruising at 91-1in the 14th
over in reply before Namibia took
four late wickets to set up a nerv-
ous finale.

AFP

Al Harthy misses out on
last pole of ELMS season

Muscat - Hundredths of a sec-
ond made all the difference in the
final LMGTE qualifying session of
the 2022 European Le Mans Se-
ries in Portimao on Saturday with
Oman's Ahmad Al Harthy con-
cluding the run with the fourth
fastest time - just 0.196 seconds
shy of the round six pole position.

Competitive from the outset
on his first visit to the Portuguese
track, and in the fight for pole
throughout the short 10-minute
period at the Autodromo Inter-
nacional do Algarve, the Oman
Racing driver delivered a salvo of
typically consistent laps in the
No.69 Aston Martin Vantage
GTE.

Starting off with a time of
Tm42.187 seconds to go second
fastest after the first flying laps,
Al Harthy made a marginal im-
provement the next time around
to post a time of Tm42.084 sec-
onds but slipped to fourth on the
timesheets, albeit only a tenth of
a second away from pole.

On his fourth flying lap of the
session he was inside the pole
time in the first sector, but the

Ahmad Al Harthy

lap as a whole wasn't an im-
provement, and he just missed
out again on his fifth and final
lap so the Oman Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth,
Sohar International Bank, OQ,
Omantel and MHD-ITICS
backed driver had to settle for
fourth on the grid.

“It was the best | could do, the
Ferraris were quick, but I'm
happy with P4", said Al Harthy.




FEATURES DESIGN

rom Salvador Dali's lip-

shaped sofa to the dream-

like video clips of Icelandic

artist Bjork, Surrealism has
influenced design for almost a
century.

The complex evolution is
now being explored in a new ex-
hibition - 'Objects of Desire:
Surrealism and Design 1924 -
Today' - which opens on Friday
at London's Design Museum.

Visitors are welcomed upon
arrival by one of the most noto-
rious depictions of the human
psyche - 'Metamorphosis of
Narcissus', painted by Dali in
1937. The Spanish painter’s en-
tire oeuvre was influenced by
theories on the subconscious, in
particular, by Sigmund Freud's
'The Interpretation of Dreams’,
which he read while studying in
Madrid in the 1920s.

Through
British patron Ed-
ward Jan
Dali met
Austrian neu
ogist in London
in 1938. The exhi-
bition begins with
the fruit of Dali and
James's close collab-
oration.

Dali created numer-
ous pieces of iconic fu-
ture for the British poet
and patron such as a lob-
ster-shaped telephone, a
lamp stand made of cham-
pagne glasses, a chair with
human arms, and a sofa
shaped like the lips of actress
Mae West.

Even before Dali, however,
early 20th-century modernist
architect Antoni Gaudi had
already tried "to give objects
which could be purely func-
tional, an emotional kick and a
psychological impact through
this sort of changing form to
something much more organic
and emotional,” said curator
Kathryn Johr

Furniture, film, fashion
Bornin literature before spread-
ing to visual art, Surrealism de-
clined as an artistic movement
in the early 1950s but it survived
in design. In fact, some of its
creations "seem to have really
found their moment in this cen-
tury,” Johnson told AFP.

Such was the case for a bro-
ken-foot lamp commissioned
from Dali in 1937, which was
considered too avant-garde for
the market at the time and it
wasn't until 2019 that the lamp
was manufactured.

The exhibition features a
huge lamp on a plastic horse by
Swedish studio Front (2006)
and an armchair made of Disney
stuffed animals created by
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A century of Surrealism
on show at London
Design Museum

It’s no accident that these
moments coincide with periods
of economic and political

instability because surrealism
was founded on a creative

embrace of chaos
KATHRYN JOHNSON

Brazilians Fernando and Hum-
berto Campana (2007).

Two lamps made of horsehair
by British artist Jonathan Trayte
(2022) also go to show 'unex-
pected design' in everyday ob-
jects.

Dali collaborated with Walt
Disney in the 1940s and Chris-
tian Dior in the 1950s, helping
Surrealist contributions to con-
tinue to the present day.

During the pandemic, young
British-Nigerian couturiere Yas-
mina Atta designed garments
inspired by Afro-Surrealism,
such as a woollen top with but-
terfly wings which can be elec-
trically activated.

"She made it during lock-
down, and | think it captures
that feeling of trying to fly away
from us being stuck in one
place," Johnson said.

Turbulent times

The exhibition argues that Surre-
alism, a reaction to the horrors of
World War | and the 1918 flu
pandemic, has undergone a

Fashion items inspired by the surrealist movement are displayed in the exhibition

eft)A gallery assistant studies La Mamma Chair’ by Italian designer
ttano Pesce (1973-88 edition of 1969 original) in the ‘Objects of Desire:
Surrealism and Design 1924 - Today' exhibition at the Design Museum

in London. (Above) The ‘Horse lamp’ by Swedish design studio Front Design.

(Below) ‘Lobster Telephone' by Spanish artist Salvador Dali

resurgence in turbulent times.
"lt's no accident that these
moments coincide with periods
of economic and political instabil-
ity because surrealism was

founded on a creative embrace of
chaos, it accepts uncertainty, the
inexplicable, and | think we need
it now."

Music videos of songs such as

'Utopia’, 'Mutual Core' and 'Hid-
den Place' - made by Bjork be-
tween 2001 and 2017 - show
dreamlike relationships between
humans, nature and technology.
According to Johnson, even
strange images generated by ar-
tificial intelligence can result in
different kinds of art.

"Artificial intelligence is mod-
elled on the way that the brain
works, and it doesn't surprise us
that it can be creative, but it's fas-
cinating to see how that may play
out in the future,” she added.

Despite the exhibition's inclu-
sion of iconic photographs such
as Man Ray's 'Le violon d'Ingres'’
(1924), Mateo Kries, director of
the German Vitra Design Mu-
seum which loaned many pieces
to the show, said that today Sur-
realism s, 'no longer an art move-
ment but an attitude that you can
have towards art or design'.

AFP

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

Innovative products and IT
network securities portfolio ready
to work as BDM for any interna-
tional/local products with a good
knowledge of oman market
Contact: +968-98027887

Indian female, MCom, good expe-

rience in VAT, Book Keeping until
finalisation, seeking a suitable po-
sition and available for immediate
joining. Contact: +968-96974655

Indian male with 16 years of man-
agerial experience in Airline
Catering Stores, with F&B Cost

FOR RENT

Flat for rent in Darsait, 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, kitchen, with a small
sea view. Rent RO230 only per month.

Contact: +968-99315986

AUDIT,
ACCOUNTING,
VAT, TAXATION

Contact:97239696/95355638

Gulf Center Consultancy & Audit
Muscat, Sohar, Salalah, Sur

Kumar@gccaoman.com

Head of project, construction
management, BE; MBA; PPM with
21years of comprehensive
achievements. Seeking an appro-
priate position in a growth ori-
ented EPC/turnkey company.
Contact: +968-91411095

Controls and hospitality experi-
ence, is looking for a suitable posi-
tion. On a Visit Visa, can join
immediately.

Contact: +968-97662123

email: Moviferns@gmail.com

requirements and responsibilities -
Marketing Executive

* 3+ years of marketing experience

» Degree or similar level qualification in marketing
¢ Digital marketing certification/experience

» Google / FB/ Yext - knowledge / certifications
e Proficient in Excel & PowerPoint

e Experienced in running marketing campaigns

» Good negotiation & PR skills

* Having a middle east driving license will be

an advantage

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

* Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

2 ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

FOR RENT

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &

express Way.

Contact: Girish Sewani-93893596
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JAPANESE FASHION

t Tokyo's prestigious

Bunka Fashion College,

students concentrate in

silence that is broken
only by the sound of scissors and
sewing machines as they strive
to emulate the global success of
alumni like Kenzo.

The loss of greats Kenzo
Takada and Issey Miyake heralds
the end of a fashion era, decades
after Japanese design revolu-
tionised Parisian catwalks in the
1970s and '80s.

And the French capital re-
mains a goal for emerging talent
like Bunka graduate Takuya
Morikawa, whose streetwear-in-
spired tailoring made its Paris
Fashion Week debut two years
ago. Morikawa, 40, hopes his
shows at the industry's top event
will lead to 'an amazing future,
beyond my wildest dreams'.

Before launching his label
TAAKK in 2013, Morikawa spent
eight years at Miyake's studio,
where he worked on runway col-
lections and the famous 'Pleats
Please' line, but also harvested
rice and made paper to learn
about traditional craft methods.

He said he was saddened by
Miyake's death this summer, but
implored younger designers not
to feel disheartened.

"We need to do our best to
not let these designers' deaths
impact the fashion world. If that
happens, it means we're doing
our job badly," he said.

One of the big names picking

POINT

JAPANESE FASHION AFTER KENZO AND MIYAKE TAKES ON
A NEW FORM. LEFT HOLDING THE TORCH ARE VETERANS
LIKE YOHII YAMAMOTO AND REI KAWAKUBO

Japanese fashion designer Aya Takeshima

up the baton is Nigo, who shot to
fame in the 1990s with his
streetwear brand A Bathing Ape.
The designer, who also studied at
Bunka and whose real name is
Tomoaki Nagao, was named
artistic director at Kenzo last

year, after founder Takada died
of COVID-19 in 2020.

Another Japanese label enjoy-
ing international success is Sacai,
founded in 1999 by Chitose Abe,
who was tapped as the first
guest couture designer for Jean

blazer Hanae Mori, who died in
August.

Left holding the torch are
Yohji Yamamoto, now 79, and
80-year-old Rei Kawakubo,
founder of Comme des Garcons,
who shook up the fashion estab-
lishment in the early 1980s.

New challenges, including the
vast range of styles now available
for every taste, have made it
harder for emerging designers to

Japanese fashion designer Takuya Morikawa

Paul Gaultier.

Goosebumps

Kenzo and textile visionary
Miyake became hugely influen-
tial by pursuing their passion in
Paris, as did haute couture trail-

grab global attention, according
to Bunka president Sachiko Ai-
hara.

"The world was shocked by
avant-garde Japanese design,”
she said, recalling how her stu-
dents began to dress in black

after Yamamoto launched his
first monochromatic clothing
line.

"But we no longer live in an
era where a designer presents a
collection and everyone wears
it," she said at the school, whose
basement archive is packed with
valuable garments that students
and teachers can study.

This is because of the explo-
sion in diverse types of clothing,
"not a decline in talent," stressed
Aihara, adding that it was now
also essential to study business
to start a competitive brand.

Designer Mariko Nakayama,
who worked as a stylist in
Tokyo's fashion scene for
decades, also remembers feeling
goosebumps wearing Comme
des Garcons for the first time.
She agrees, however, that the in-
dustry is different now.

"Looking at Virgil Abloh for
Louis Vuitton, for example, | feel
that now is an era of edit," with
designers  making modern
tweaks to classic shapes and
patterns, she said at her boutique
in Tokyo's upscale Omotesando
district.

Create new values
Working in Paris, London, New
York or Milan is still seen as key
to succeeding for Japanese de-
signers, said Aya Takeshima, 35,
who studied at Central Saint
Martins in the British capital.
Takeshima's recent show at
Tokyo Fashion Week for her

Mariko Nakayama, a designer
for Madison Blue

Looking at
Virgil Abloh for
Louis Vuitton,
for example,

I feel that now is
an era of edit
MARIKO NAKAYAMA

brand Ayame featured women
wearing sheer blouses and em-
bossed dresses, while male mod-
els donned delicate dresses.

She told AFP she had chosen
to study abroad to "learn what |
needed to become an independ-
ent designer," adding that the ex-
perience had helped her
understand different perspec-
tives. "Honestly, | think it would
be difficult to succeed interna-
tionally while only working in
Japan,” she said.

"In Japan, it felt like technique
was drilled into you first, while
ideas and concepts... were sec-
ondary," but it was the other way
around in London, Takeshima ex-
plained.

Bunka college recognises
these benefits and plans to offer
a scholarship for studying abroad
as part of its 100th-anniversary
celebrations next year.

For 21-year-old Natalia Sato, a
student at Bunka, Miyake and
the old guard of Japanese de-
signers brought a great deal of
Japanese and Eastern values to
the world, including techniques
inspired by 'delicate’ traditional
craftsmanship.

"I'm worried that the founda-
tion they built might be de-
stroyed by their passing, but at
the same time, this is a turning
point that could provide new cre-
ative opportunities,” she said.
"It's a chance for me to think
about creating new values."

AFP
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