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SUNDAY

SAYYID BADR MAKES PHONE CALL TO UKRAINE FOREIGN MINISTER12,000 RUNNERS PARTICIPATE IN 
AL MOUJ MUSCAT MARATHONN MUSCAT:  Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi, Oman’s

Foreign Minister, made a phone call to Dmytro Kuleba,
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of Ukraine, regarding the 
Ukrainian crisis. Sayyid Badr stressed the importance of 
diplomacy, dialogue and peaceful negotiations between
the parties aff ected by the crisis on the basis of the 
Charter of the United Nations, international law and the
principle of good neighbourliness. They also touched on 
the existing friendship between the two countries and 
their mutual interest in developing it. -ONA

The Al Mouj Muscat Marathon
2022 proved to be a fi ne example oof 
Oman’s potential to become one of 
the world’s leading long-distance
running locations. Featuring the
full marathon, the half marathon, 
and the 10km run, the day began
early as thousands of athletes tookk 
to the start line. >A4

Single-approval for shooting movies to boost tourism

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Scenes from Oman 
could be part of one of the highest-
ever grossing fi lms in India if one 
of the leading promoters of fi lm 
tourism in the Sultanate of Oman 
is to be believed.

Renny Johnson, one of the earli-
est to start the business of fi lm tour-
ism in Oman, said the production 
team of RRR had visited Oman for 
a recce and was keen to shoot a few 
scenes of the movie in Oman.

The Indian-Telugu movie, RRR, 
is SS Rajamouli’s epic action-dra-
ma, starring NTR Junior and Ram 
Charan and completed its run at 
the box offi  ce with a closing busi-
ness of Rs1,200 crores (US$175.47 
million) worldwide. The fi lm be-
came the third-highest grossing 
movie at the Indian box offi  ce. It 
is said to be the most expensive 
Indian fi lm to date made with a 
budget of Rs550 crore ($72 mil-
lion). With Rs240 crore (US$30 
million) worldwide on its fi rst day, 
RRR broke the record for the high-
est opening-day collection earned 
by an Indian fi lm.

This is just an example of the op-

portunities Oman’s beautiful land-
scape has for the fi lm producers 
from India who are keen to explore 
and make movies in the Sultanate.

However, such opportunities 
fell by the way due to various rea-
sons and Johnson, who has pro-
duced three movies so far, believes 
that there is a strong need for a 
Film Commission in the country.

In a chat with Times of Oman,
Johnson said: “Oman has a huge po-
tential in making it big in fi lm tour-
ism. It off ers various landscapes 
and is a much-sought after destina-
tion. However, the issue is that to 
get the production crew shoot, they 
need to get permission from fi ve 
diff erent stakeholders.

“From the Ministry of Tourism 

to Royal Oman Police to Ministry 
of Information, we need to get per-
missions from each department.
We also have to get a nod from
the Customs department and the
Muscat Municipality. At times,
these permissions take time which
force the interested producers to
cancel their plans.”

Johnson, who is the Group Man-
aging Director of Royal King Hold-
ing LLC, a premier company Oman,
and has helped a total of 21 movies
from diff erent Indian languages to
be shot in Oman since 2009, rued the
delay in getting the permissions and
hoped that there could be a one-stop
approval option for the fi lm industry.

“In other countries, there is a 
single window for approval. It expe-
dites the process and makes things
easier to coordinate. After all, they 
are bringing in money to the coun-
try and helping the economy. Usu-
ally, a production crew for a movie
would comprise nearly 100 people
and the approximate expense dur-
ing a shoot would be around
OMR250,000,” said Johnson.

He added: “We have a great op-
portunity in Oman. Films give
enormous publicity around the

world. We remember how Swit-
zerland became popular in Indian 
movies as many fi lms were shot 
there. Of late, we see many movies 
being shot in Dubai. Oman, with its 
vast potential have a lot to off er and 
I hope the ministry will act soon to 
set up a single-approval window.”

Johnson said: “Oman commu-
nity has always welcomed the ini-
tiative to open new doors for jobs in 
the country. Once Oman’s culture 
and landscape is showcased to the 
world through movies, more tour-
ists are likely to visit the country.

“In today’s world, each and eve-
ry business opportunity is a great 
step taken to create more job op-
portunities in Oman and it should 
not be missed. In the past, we have 
seen Bollywood movies being shot 
in Oman. Among the popular ones 
are Once upon a time in Mumbai.

Johnson said there has been a 
representation sent to Ministry of 
Tourism to have a one-stop win-
dow to boost fi lm tourism in the 
country. “We hope the necessary 
steps will be taken and Oman can 
become a most favoured destina-
tion for shooting movies in the 
future,” said Johnson.

T O U R I S M

OMAN
Winners of 29th WTA 
awards announced

1
The winners of the 29th 
World Travel Awards, 
hosted by the Sultanate of 

Oman, were announced. >A3

WORLD
Kherson is ours, says 
Ukraine president

2
With Russia’s withdrawal 
from the city of Kherson 
complete, Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said that the country is taking 
back the key city. >A6

MARKET
Bank Muscat nod to 
share capital hike

3
Bank Muscat shareholders 
have approved the
proposed increase of its

authorised share capital. >B1
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Duqm economic zone

attracts investments

worth OMR3.673bn

DUQM: The Special Economic 
Zone, Duqm, with a total area of 
2,000 sq. kilometres is ideal for 
integrated economic develop-
ment of the Sultanate of Oman. 

The total investments at the 
Special Economic Zone, Duqm 
till June 2022 amounted to 
around OMR3.673 billion.

Strategic projects
The Sultanate planned to estab-
lish mega industrial investment 
and strategic projects there, 
besides providing additional fa-
cilities at Duqm Port and other 
projects.

The Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones Author-
ity (SEZAD) has completed the 
execution of infrastructural fa-
cilities at the Special Economic 
Zone, Duqm, where the Duqm 
Port Company has been provid-

ed with port and other facilities,
and the facilities required by 
the Royal Oman Police and the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisher-
ies and Water Resources.

The fi shing operators have
been handed over this year the 
Duqm Multi-purpose Fishing 
Port. The Authority has also 
executed a project for two trans-
former stations, the fi rst sta-
tion for light industries with a 
capacity of 60 megavolt ampere 
and the second, with a capacity 
of 40 megavolt ampere at an ap-
proximate cost of OMR2.6 mil-
lion has been dedicated to the 
fi shing and food industries in 
the area.

The Authority has also up-
graded the road network by lay-
ing 32 national roads, including 
the seafront road, internal roads 
at Sa’ai, etc. >A4

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Invest-
ment Authority (OIA) has an-
nounced the opening of 10
national projects with an invest-
ment value exceeding OMR750
million.

The projects are distributed
across a number of governorates,
and several sectors, through its
subsidiaries, and in partnership
with local and foreign companies,
coinciding with the celebrations
of the Sultanate of Oman’s 52nd
National Day.

“These projects aim to contrib-
ute to economic diversifi cation,
developing governorates, attract-

ing investments, empowering 
the private sector, and creating 
860 direct and indirect jobs for 
citizens,” Hisham bin Ahmed Al 
Sheidi, Director General of Eco-
nomic Diversifi cation Invest-
ments at the Oman Investment 
Authority, said.

He said to the Oman News 
Agency that the 10 projects em-
body the agency’s strategy and 
objectives that are in line with 
Oman Vision 2040, where the 
agency plays its role in promoting 
the targeted economic sectors 
by implementing large projects 

in partnership with the private 
sector in various governorates. 
These projects are in a competi-
tive business environment and 
serves Oman’s focus towards lo-
calisation of national expertise 
and competencies.

National Development
Portfolio
He pointed out that these pro-
jects come within the (National 
Development Portfolio) of the 
Oman Investment Authority, 
which manages a total of 160 as-
sets and local companies, and 

aims to contribute to the growth 
and development of the Omani 
economy in addition to support-
ing the state’s general budget.

Hilal Al Shidi said the pro-
jects are based on eight priorities 
which are fi nancial sustainabil-
ity, growth in selected sectors, 
contribution to the gross domes-
tic product, attracting private 
investors, exit, contributing to 
in-country value addition, syn-
ergy and integration between 
companies, and implementing 
governance and transparency 
structures. >A2

GROWTH GATHERS MOMENTUM
160 860

assets of local 

companies are 

being managed 

by OIA

job opportunities 

to be created by 

these projects

10 PROJECTS WORTH OVER OMR750MN 
TO MARK NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS
The projects

announced by the

Oman Investment

Authority embody 

the agency’s strategy 

and objectives that 

are in line with Oman 

Vision 2040
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World’s biggest supercar 

road rally coming to Oman
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman will receive from Novem-
ber 13 to 15 a group of world’s 
most prominent sports cars, in-
cluding personalities in the fi elds 
of sports, music and business.

The fl eet will enter the Sultan-
ate from Al Buraimi Governorate, 
coming from Al Ain in the United 
Arab Emirates, passing through 
the governorates of Al Dhahirah 
and Al Dakhiliyah, and reaching 
the Wilayat of Jabal Al Akhdar, 
where the participants will spend 
their fi rst day. 

On the third day, the Gumball 
3000 march will start from the 
Wilayat of Mirbat, through the 
coastal road Hasik - Shuwaymi-
yah, to the Wilayat of Duqm.

Hisham bin Juma Al Sinani, Di-
rector General of Sports Welfare 
and Development at the Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Youth, said: 
“Receiving this tourism sports is 
among the Ministry’s priorities 
in exploiting international com-
petitive events and tournaments 
to maximise the objectives of the 
Omani sports strategy with the 
focus on sports tourism as part of 
the eff orts for sustainable devel-
opment that will be offi  cially an-
nounced in the near future.”

He added: Gumball 3000 is one 
of the international tourism and 
entertainment events that enjoy 

wide follow-up and great public 
interest by fans of competitive 
and exhibition motorsports. The 
youth have worked on completing 
the procedures to hold the event 
in partnership with a number of 
authorities, including the Minis-
try of Information, the Ministry 
of Heritage and Culture, the Royal 
Oman Police and the Oman Auto-
mobile Association, noting that 
the paths that the participants 
will traverse have been selected 
to highlight the most important 
landmarks and areas of tourist 
attraction in order to highlight 
and promote them through these 
events. The Ministry has ap-
proved and supported the par-
ticipation of one of the Omani 
participants in this sports and 
tourism procession, which comes 
in the context of emphasising the 
Ministry’s approach and its con-
tinued keenness on supporting 
Omani athletes in various sport-
ing events and forums.”

Haitham bin Mohammed Al 
Ghassani, Director General of 
Tourism Promotion at the Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism, 
said: “The Sultanate of Oman is 
rich in natural attractions that 
are distributed across various 
governorates, including natural 
landmarks such as the coasts ex-
tending from Dhofar in the south 
to Musandam in the north, and 
the deserts and the eastern and 

western Hajar Mountains, which 
embrace ancient Omani villages, 
caves, hot springs and wadis, in 
addition to modernity that today 
provides advanced infrastruc-
ture, stressing that all these ele-
ments have given the Sultanate of 
Oman an attractive environment 
for global events.”

Al Ghassani added: “We are
pleased that the organisers of 
Gumbal 3000 chose to cross 
a route that off ers a variety of 
prominent tourist attractions 
such as Jabal Al Akhdar, Salalah 
and Muscat in the current round 
of this prestigious event, in which 
well-known international per-
sonalities are participating.”

Al Ghassani explained that
Gumbal 3000 comes as a qualita-
tive addition to sporting events of 
tourist attraction and integrates 
with other heritage and tourism 
events taking place in the vari-
ous governorates, and confi rms 
the distinguished position of the 
Sultanate of Oman on the global 
tourism map. The objectives of 
the race are in line with the defi -
nition of areas characterised by 
tourism and cultural potentials 
and capabilities in harmony. 
With the vision of the Ministry 
of Heritage and Tourism, which 
focuses on benefi ting from tour-
ism activity in increasing the 
rapprochement between peoples 
and cultures.”

‘ G U M B A L L  3 0 0 0  R A L L Y

10 projects announced

The 10 projects among 
others include the
OMR60 million San-
vira Carbon Project

in the Sohar Free Zone and is a 
partnership between the Oman
National Investments Devel-
opment Company (Tanmia),
Sanvira Industries Limited and
United Business Company. The
end product will be used in alu-
minium smelters and other min-
ing industries both inside and
outside Oman.

The project will contribute
to diversifying Omani indus-
tries, enhancing their presence
in the local market, and export-
ing approximately 70 per cent of 
calcined petroleum coal to con-
tribute to the foreign exchange
reserves of Oman, in addition to
generating 150 job opportunities
for citizens.

Oman Flour Mills Company 
will have two projects; the fi rst
is the Gulf International Poultry 
Farm located in the Al-Subaikhi
area in the Wilayat of Ibri in
the Al-Dhahirah Governorate,
which is a partnership between
the Omani Food Investment
Holding Company (Netaj) of the
Authority, the Japanese Khalee-
ji Food Fund, the Japanese Wise
Foods company and the IFFCO
company.

The farm, with value topping 
OMR26 million, is located on an
area of 18 million square metres,
and is one of the largest egg farms
in the countries of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC). The

project will have a capacity to
produce 360 million eggs annu-
ally, and will be using modern and
advanced equipment, and provid-
ing jobs to 160 employees.

The second project is the
Grain Storage Silos in Sohar In-
dustrial Port, which at a value of 
OMR21 million, aims to support
the food security plans of Oman.
It will have a storage capacity 
of 160,000 tonnes and seeks to
provide 54 permanent jobs when
fully operational.

OQ Group will also open two
projects - the fi rst Salalah Am-
monia at a cost of OMR178 mil-
lion, and aims to produce 1,000
tonnes of ammonia from which
fertilizers, cleaning products, re-
frigerants and other chemicals
will be exported through the Port
of Salalah. The project will pro-
vide 50 direct jobs. The second
project (Magta A, B & C) in the
concession area of Block 60, at a 
cost OMR157 million will be one
of the largest projects that will
contribute to increasing produc-
tion by three times. Through this
project 46 jobs for graduates is
expected to be created.

The Omani Water and Sanita-
tion Company will open two wa-
ter supply projects from Sohar
in the North Al Batinah Gover-
norate to the Wilayat of Ibri in
the Dhahirah Governorate, and
water supply to the Wilayat of 
Jabal Al Akhdar in Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate.

The project is directly related
to the home delivery business.

O M A N  I N V E S T M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y
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New luxury hotel to open in Yiti Bay

MUSCAT: Nikki Beach Global, the 
international luxury lifestyle and
hospitality brand, announced the
opening of Nikki Beach Resort &
Spa Muscat. It will feature an ad-
jacent beach club — Nikki Beach
Muscat — as well as residences, all
developed in partnership with OM-
RAN Group.

The luxury hotel, which has already 
been voted “Best New Hotel Con-
struction and Design Oman” and 
“Best New Hotel Construction and 
Design Arabia” at the International 
Property Awards – is slated to open 
in fall 2023. The beach club will 
launch simultaneously with the 
residences opening shortly after.

Situated on Yiti Bay just 30 min-
utes from the Muscat airport, Nikki 
Beach Resort & Spa Muscat will 
feature 115 rooms, 25 suites, and 30 
villas with private pools.

On-site dining concepts and fa-
cilities will include the beach club 
and three signature Nikki Beach 
restaurants .

N I K K I  B E A C H  R E S O R T  &  S P A  M U S C A T
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Oman’s fi rst-ever building using 

indigenous 3D tech completed

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The fi rst building 
constructed in the Sultanate of 
Oman with the help of a 3D Con-
crete Printer, developed locally by 
Omanis, on an area of 40 square 
metres, has been completed. 

The construction work took 
about 55 printing hours after pre-
paring the site for foundations 
and a special structure to ensure 
quality.

Walid Al Saidi, co-founder of 
InnoTech company, said: “Con-
crete printing was a dream project 
and we decided to make the tools 
for this dream by ourselves and 
completed the fi rst building with 
a 3D printer which was almost a 
two-year work. The building is 
for the Petroleum Development 
Oman and was built in coopera-
tion with the Julphar Company 
which prepares the cement mix-
ture. The offi  cial opening of the 
building will be announced soon.”

He added: “This achievement 
comes in line with the planned ur-
ban development and use of mod-

ern technologies for construction 
in a reduced period of time. Be-
sides, the use of 3D printing was 
able to create jobs for Omanis in 
the construction sector.”

It may be mentioned that Inno-
tech team is the fi rst in the Arab 
world to build and use the 3D 
printing technology indigenously 
as all other previous projects in 
the region used 3D printers de-
veloped abroad. Even the projects 
were implemented by them.

Besides mentioning the ini-
tiative of the PDO to explore in-
novative technologies for sus-
tainable and effi  cient buildings, 
we are pleased to announce the 
completion of the fi rst 3D printed 
building using locally developed 
printer and local materials, in 
which besides InnoTech Oman, 
Galfar Engineering & Contract-
ing, SAOG and NJP Oman worked 
ceaselessly to make the dream 
project come true.

T E C H N O L O G Y

Sultanate wins big at 
World Travel Awards

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Under the patron-
age of His Excellency Salim bin
Mohammed Al Mahrouqi, Minis-
ter of Heritage and Tourism, the
winners of the 29th World Travel
Awards, hosted by the Sultanate
of Oman, were announced on Fri-
day, 11th November.

The largest event in the world of 
travel and tourism was attended by 
over 500 representatives from the
global airlines and hospitality sec-
tors, with the Sultanate winning 
nine major awards out of 69, which
were presented to winners from 50
participating countries.

The Sultanate was crowned 
with the award for the best tour-
ist destination for nature lovers,
which sees it top the list of pre-
ferred tourist destinations for
the new year 2023, while Mus-
cat International Airport shone
at the ceremony after winning 
the award for best international
airport in customer experience,
and Salalah Airport, which was
crowned the World’s Leading 
Regional Airport. In an impres-
sive three award haul, Oman Air
won awards for World’s Leading 
Airline - Business Class, World’s
Leading Airline - Customer Expe-
rience and World’s Leading Air-
line Lounge - Business Class.

The award for the World’s 
Leading Palace Hotel went to the
Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton
Hotel,while Jumeirah Muscat Bay 
and The Chedi won awards for the 
World’s Leading New Resort and
World’s Leading Beach Resort
and Spa respectively.

Commenting on Oman Air-
ports hosting WTA for the second
time, Sheikh Aimen bin Ahmed Al
Hosni, Chief Executive Offi  cer of 

Oman Airports said, “The travel
and tourism industry is one of 
the most prominent economic
sectors in which countries from
around the world compete, with
the Middle East being one of its
most promising markets today. As
a result, Oman Vision 2040 has
identifi ed this industry as one of 
the most important sectors that
must be focused on in the com-
ing years. As an enabling sector
for the tourism industry, our ini-
tiative to host the world’s largest
travel and tourism event aims to
enhance the Sultanate’s presence
on the map of the most prominent
tourist destinations in the world.”

“The Sultanate hosted more
than 500 representatives of lead-
ing international travel and tour-
ism companies at the World Travel
Awards, which in turn was an
incredible opportunity for their
counterparts and those working in
this fi eld here in Oman,to consoli-
date relations and build trade part-
nerships and to enhance their per-
formance and increase the number

of tourists visiting the Sultanate. 
The media coverage that accom-
panied the event from the local and 
international media, highlighted 
the promising potential of the Sul-
tanate in the global tourism indus-
try. The global TV5 network that 
covered the ceremony directly on 
its channels, is a great added value 
to the Sultanate’s eff orts in pro-
moting tourism,” he added.

Congratulating Muscat and 
Salalah Airports, he said, “I would 
like to congratulate Muscat Inter-
national Airport for winning the 
award for the best airport in the 
world in customer experience, and 
Salalah Airport as well for being 
chosen as the best regional airport 
in the world. These important wins 
once again prove that we are on the 
right path to pioneering the airport 
operations and management sec-
tor, not only at the local and region-
al level, but also at the internation-
al level. I would also like to extend 
my thanks and appreciation to all 
of Oman Airport’s employees for 
their eff ort and dedication in rais-

ing Oman’s name in international
forums. Furthermore, a big thank
you goes to our strategic partners,
who have always been our sup-
porters and backed Oman Airports
for success.”

Commenting on the ceremony,
Graham Cooke, Founder and
President of the World Travel
Awards said, “We are delighted
to host our closing ceremony for
the World Travel Awards for the
second time in the Sultanate of 
Oman’s mesmerising capital city,
Muscat. With a number of Omani
companies winning awards in dif-
ferent categories, I am confi dent
that the Sultanate of Oman is lead-
ing the way towards enhancing 
the performance of its travel and
tourism sectors, to become one of 
the most important sources of its
economic income. With a lead-
ing network of airports under the
pioneering management of a top
company like Oman Airports, the
Sultanate will defi nitely see its
tourism industry fl ourish. The
Sultanate hosts an immense pio-
neering potential,through its loca-
tion at the heart of the world, its
unique environment, as well as the
legendary hospitality that charac-
terises the Omani people, making 
it a favourite location for millions
of tourists. This beautiful country 
and its people have so much to of-
fer the world.”

“The closing ceremony of the
29th World Travel Awards was ab-
solutely fantastic. Congratulations
to all the well-deserved winners
from around the world, who have
gone above and beyond to achieve
excellence in the global travel and
tourism sector,” Cooke added.

Bags nine out of 69

major international 

awards at the closing

ceremony of the WTA 

2022

Salim bin Mohammed Al Mah-

rouqi, Minister of Heritage and 

Tourism.

Sheikh Aimen bin Ahmed Al 

Hosni, Chief Executive Offi  cer 

of Oman Airports.

Hungary National 
Assembly speaker 
to arrive today
MUSCAT: Dr. Laszlo Kover, 
Speaker of the National Assem-
bly of Hungary will today  begin a 
several-day visit to the Sultanate of 
Oman.  The visit aims to enhance 
the bilateral relations between 
the two countries in the various 
spheres mainly the relations per-
taining to legislative matters. 

Majlis Al Shura and the Nation-
al Assembly of Hungary will hold, 
during the visit, negotiations to 
discuss ways of enhancement of 

relations between the two sides 
and coordinating cooperation in 
legislative fi eld and stands and 
views in the international parlia-
mentary arena.

Bilateral relations
Dr. Laszlo Kover and accompany-
ing delegation will meet with a 
number of offi  cials to discuss ac-
tivation of the bilateral relations 
between the two countries in the 
various fi elds. -ONA

S E V E R A L  D A Y  V I S I T
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12,000 runners participate 
in Al Mouj Muscat Marathon

MUSCAT: The Al Mouj Muscat
Marathon 2022 proved to be a fi ne
example of Oman’s potential to
become one of the world’s leading 
long-distance running locations.
Featuring the full marathon, the
half marathon, and the 10km run,
the day began early as thousands
of athletes took to the start line for
the 6am starting gun.

After 33 minutes and 30 sec-
onds, the fi rst runner to cross the
line in the 10km run was Moham-
mad Bagheri Taj Amir followed
by Majid bin Mohammed bin
Khalfan Al Jahdami in a time of 
33 minutes and 41 seconds and
Salim Al-Shukaili in third place
with a time of 34 minutes and 7
seconds. The fi rst female to cross
the line was Andrea Kovarova in
a time of 56 minutes and 22 sec-
onds. Hanan Abdullah came in
second in a time of 57 minutes and
20 seconds and the third fi nisher
was Girlie Calvario clocking in 57
minutes and 28 seconds.

The next batch of runners to
cross the fi nishing line came from
the half marathon. Inyasi Sulley 
from Tanzania won the race with
an impressive time 1 hour and 3
minutes, closely followed by Issac
Kibetfrom Ugandain1 hour and
4 minutes. Abdelali Bouazzaoui
from Morocco fi nished third in a 
time of 1 hour and 6 minutes.

An hour later, the marathon
runners began appear on the
horizon. Eluid Too from Kenya 
showed his desire and determi-
nation, leading the fi eld across
the line in a time of 2 hours and
17 minutes. Bernard Cheptoch
from Uganda fi nished second
in a time of 2 hours and 19 min-
utes, with Jackson Kiprop from
Uganda coming third in a time of 
2 hours and 20 minutes. The fi rst
female to cross the line was So-
phy Jepchirchir from Kenya in a 
time of 2 hours and 26 minutes.
Finishing in close after was Em-
mah Cheruto Ndiwa from Kenya 
at 2 hours and 38 minutes and the

third competitor to fi nish was No-
rah Chebet from Kenya in a time 
of 2 hours and 44 minutes.

After the elite athletes took cen-
tre stage on day one, the second 
day saw the fun runners and chil-
dren – many taking part in their 
fi rst ever Al Mouj Muscat Mara-
thon race - show that there is a 
race for everyone.

Leading off  with the 5km run, 
the day once again began early as 
thousands of athletes – includ-
ing offi  cial race ambassadors Ali 
Al Habsi, Oman’s legendary goal-
keeper and renowned broadcaster 
and television personalityI Btihal 
Al Zadjali – set off .

In the Kids’ Runs, runners in 
the overall 1km race set a fero-
cious pace, with the fi rst group 

crossing the line after just 4 min-
utes. Zaid Yusuf Said Al Dhamri-
took the gold and Edmund Brett 
camein second, notching a time of 
4 minutes and 6 seconds. Yarub Al 
Yarubi fi nished third in a time of 4 
minutes and 7 seconds.

The overall 2km race was won 
by Layan Al Batrani in a time of 7 
minutes and 6 seconds ahead of 
Almutasim Al Harrasi in second 
with a time of 8 minutes and 9 sec-
onds. Nibras Al Muselhi fi nished 
third in a time of 8 minutes and 20 
seconds.

The 3km race was just as close. 
After a tough battle, the overall 
race winners were Zahra Yaqoob 
Mohammed Al Naabi, who 
crossed the fi nishing line fi rst in 
a time of 8 minutes and 7 seconds 

ahead of Osama Al Rahbi in sec-
ond with a time of 10 minutes and 
52 seconds. Aditya Wandre fi n-
ished third in a time of 11 minutes 
and 14 seconds.

Ali Al Ajmi, General Manager 
of Sabco Sports, organizers of the 
event, said, “This was a perfect 
example of how strong-willed 
athletes have to be. These are very 
long distances across the terrain 
and the training has been chal-
lenging, but to see the smiles on 
the faces of every fi nisher makes 
it all worthwhile. The crowd has 
certainly enjoyed the occasion 
too, with hundreds of spectators 
cheering on the fi nishers all along 
the route and at the fi nishing line. 
The festivities continued long af-
ter the races fi nished as everyone 

enjoyed an array of family-friend-
ly entertainment options at Al 
Mouj Muscat.”

Nasser Al Sheibani, CEO of 
Al Mouj Muscat, added, “This
entire weekend has been a spec-
tacular event, showing the very 
best of community, athleticism,
and fun. Oman is the perfect
destination for sporting events
and Al Mouj Muscat the ideal
location to host such a diverse
and vibrant event. The ambience
within the destination helps to
make special memories and has
made the event so much more
than just a race. Seeing specta-
tors cheering on the runners
over both days is really great and
with so much to do at Al Mouj
Muscat it is no surprise that so

many stayed at the destination 
long into the evening.”

The marathon, half-marathon
and 10km runs are all certified
by world-running organisation
AIMS, aligning the event with
World Athletics standards, mean-
ing completing the race adds to a 
runners’ ranking which enables
them to compete in high-profi le
events around the world.

The Al Mouj Muscat Mara-
thon 2022 was an incredible 
success with over 12,000 run-
ners registered across all cat-
egories. For more information 
and the full results, please visit 
www.muscatmarathon.om. De-
tails about how to take part in 
the 2023 edition will be released 
in the coming weeks.

Muscat Municipality tows 

away abandoned vehicles
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Within its eff orts to
preserve the urban environment
and to ensure smooth fl ow of traf-
fi c, Muscat Municipality in Seeb
carried out a campaign to tow
away vehicles neglected in public
places, squares and parking lots.

The municipality seized 291
vehicles left untended across the
city and placed 3,217 warning 
stickers notifying their owners to
take them away within the time
period given to them.

Leaving vehicles neglected
in public areas for long time is a 
violation of the regulations and

laws as based on the provisions
of administrative decision No.
(171/2018) issued on the organi-
sation of neglected vehicles in
public places in Muscat Governo-
rate, where Article (2) of the Reg-
ulation stipulates that  the owner
of the vehicle is prohibited from
leaving it in public place in a way 
that leads to the distortion of the
public view.

Alert sticker
Article (3) clarifi es the proce-
dures of the Municipality to
place an alert sticker on vehicles
left in public places in a manner
that distort the public view, pro-

vided that it coordinates with the 
Royal Oman Police, within seven
days from the date of placing the 
warning sticker on the vehicle,
to ensure that there is no report
or a circular on the vehicle or any 
other restrictions.

Article (4) states that  the Mu-
nicipality may tow away and seize
abandoned vehicles in public
places at the expense of the owner
of the vehicle after the expiry of 14
days from the date of placing the 
warning label on them, without
the Municipality incurring any 
responsibility for damage to the
neglected vehicle during its trans-
fer to the detention place.

CAMPA I GN

Fast track services for investors

The authority has 
also enhanced the tel-
ecommunications net-
work and constructed 

a road for providing logistical ser-
vices in the light industries area.

The project of supply of gas to 
Duqm has also been completed 
by laying of two gas pipelines for 
Duqm refi nery and Marafi q com-
pany and the third pipeline would 
be for the medium industries area 
and other industrial and min-
ing areas. The Authority has also 

launched the service of electronic
(online) selection of lands by in-
vestors, providing the investors
the prerogative to select lands
anywhere in Duqm and for more
than 700 activities. The authority 
has also announced that 10 mil-
lion square metres of lands enjoy-
ing services such as electricity 
and water are available for further
investments. It has also launched
the fast track services for inves-
tors providing them long-term
residence facilities along with a 

number of online services.
Duqm Refi nery Project is a 

joint venture comprising Oman
Oil Company and Kuwait Petrole-
um International and is located at
the heart of the Special Economic
Zone, Duqm. Following operation
of the project, the refi ning capac-
ity would reach 230,000 barrels a 
day.

The Duqm Refi nery is designed
for refi ning heavy crude oil. — ONA
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Sayyid Belarab chairs Omani 
Promising Startups Programme 

yyyy

MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid 
Belarab bin Haitham Al Said has 
chaired the fi rst meeting of the 
Supervisory Committee of the 
Omani Promising Startups Pro-
gramme on Thursday.

 “The Supervisory Committee 
of the Omani Promising Startups 
Programme held its fi rst meet-
ing today, chaired by His High-
ness Sayyid Belarab bin Haitham 
Al Said. It aims to strengthen the
system of companies based on in-
novation and advanced technol-
ogy in the Sultanate of Oman, “
Oman News Agency (ONA), said 
in a statement.

Community awareness
The Omani Promising Startups 
Programme also aims to contrib-
ute to the dissemination of the 
culture of startups in educational 
institutions and to enhance com-
munity awareness of their impor-
tance, and comes in line with the 
Oman Vision 2040 within the pri-
ority of economic diversifi cation 
and fi nancial sustainability.

Her Excellency Halima bint 
Rashid Al-Zari, Chairwoman of 
the Small and Medium Enterpris-
es Development Authority, ex-
plained that the programme seeks 
to empower the owners of innova-
tive ideas, support the establish-

ment of startup companies in this
fi eld and link them to business,
investment and fi nancing oppor-
tunities to achieve expansion in
the local and global markets.

International indicators
In addition to working to raise the
rank of the Sultanate of Oman in
international indicators related to
innovation, technology and ease
of doing business.

Her Excellency indicated that 
the programme includes three 
main axes: capacity building for 
startups, fi nancing and invest-
ment in startups, and the legisla-
tive environment that supports 
startups. Al-Zari added that the 
programme implemented by the 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Authority came in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Transport, Communications 

and Information Technology, the 
Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation, the 
Ministry of Economy, and the 
Omani Group for Communica-
tions and Information Technol-
ogy (Ethkaa).

The meeting was attended by 
their Excellencies and represent-
atives of government agencies, 
members of the programme’s su-
pervisory committee. -ONA

F I R S T  M E E T I N G

His Highness Sayyid Belarab bin Haitham Al Said.

Eye conference 

ends in Muscat

MUSCAT: The three-day Mus-
cat International Eye Confer-
ence 2022 concluded at the
Oman Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre (OCEC)  on Satur-
day.

The conference came out
with a number of recommenda-
tions, including the formation of 
a medical committee concerned
with research. -ONA

A T  O C E C
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US Treasury removes India from its Currency Monitoring List

WASHINGTON: The US Depart-
ment of Treasury has removed In-
dia from its currency Monitoring 
List along with Italy, Mexico, Viet-
nam and Thailand.

The Department of Treasury 
said in its biannual report to the
Congress that China, Japan, Ko-
rea, Germany, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, and Taiwan are part of the 
current Monitoring List. The
Treasury has established a Moni-

toring List of “major trading part-
ners that merit close attention to 
their currency practices and mac-
roeconomic policies”.

The move came on a day Secre-
tary of the Treasury Janet Yellen 
visited India and held talks with 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman.

The report said an economy 
meeting two of the three criteria 
in the 2015 Act is placed on the 

Monitoring List.
“Once on the Monitoring List,

an economy will remain there for
at least two consecutive Reports to
help ensure that any improvement
in performance versus the criteria 
is durable and is not due to tempo-
rary factors,” the report said.

It said as a further measure,
Treasury will add and retain on
the Monitoring List any major
US trading partner that accounts

for a large and disproportionate 
share of the overall US trade defi -
cit even if that economy has not 
met two of the three criteria from 
the 2015 Act. “In this report, the 
Monitoring List comprises China, 
Japan, Korea, Germany, Malaysia, 
Singapore, and Taiwan. Italy, In-
dia, Mexico, Thailand, and Viet-
nam have been removed from the 
Monitoring List in this Report,” 
the Treasury said. ANI

C U R R E N C Y  M O N I T O R I N G  L I S T

Kherson is ours, says 
Zelenskyy as Russia 
pulls out of  key city

KYIV: As the Russian withdrawal
from the city of Kherson was com-
pleted, Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy on Friday said that the
country is taking back the key city.

“Our people. Ours. Kherson. To-
day is a historic day. We are taking 
back Kherson,” DW news agency 
quoted what Zelenskyy wrote on
Telegram. He informed that spe-
cial units of the armed forces are
inside Kherson and other Ukrain-
ian troops were also approaching 

the city from the outskirts.
“The people of Kherson have 

been waiting. They never gave up 
on Ukraine. It will be the same in 
the cities still waiting for us to take 
them back,” Zelenskyy added later 
in a video address quoted by DW 
news agency.

Earlier on Friday, Zelenskyy had 
expressed gratitude to US coun-
terpart Joe Biden for announcing 
military assistance. His statement 
came after the US announced mil-
itary assistance worth USD 400 
million for Ukraine.

Taking to his Twitter handle, Ze-

lenskyy thanked US President Joe
Biden and the people of the US for
once again “showing solidarity”
for Ukraine. He stated that the as-
sistance package includes Avenger
air defence systems and missiles
for Hawk air defence systems.

Zelenskyy tweeted, “Thank you
@POTUS & friendly US people for
showing solidarity once again - an
aid package including Avenger air
defence systems & missiles for
Hawk air defence systems. To-
gether we’re building an air shield
to protect Ukrainian civilians.
We’re bringing victory over the

aggressor closer!” Notably, the US 
has been providing military assis-
tance to Ukraine ever since Russia 
began its off ensive.

On November 10, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken in a press 
release announced authorizing 
military aid for Ukraine. He stated 
that the latest military assistance 
worth USD 400 million is the 25th 
drawdown of US arms and equip-
ment for Ukraine since 2021.

Blinken noted that the draw-
down would take the total US mili-
tary assistance for Ukraine to ap-
proximately USD 19.3 billion since 
the beginning of the administra-
tion. He stressed that the US will 
continue supporting Ukraine with 
more than 40 allies and partners.

According to the statement re-
leased by US Defence Department, 
the military aid includes missiles 
for HAWK air defense systems, 
four Avenger air defense systems, 
stinger missiles, additional am-
munition for High Mobility Artil-
lery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), 
21,000 155 mm artillery rounds, 
500 precision-guided 155mm ar-
tillery rounds and 10,000 120mm 
mortar rounds. ANI

He informed that

special units of the

armed forces are 

inside Kherson and 

other Ukrainian 

troops were also

approaching the city

Biden apologises 

for US pullout from 

Paris Climate Accord 

under Donald Trump

WASHINGTON: US President 
Joe Biden on Friday riding on the 
Infl ation Reduction Act and oth-
er measures, affi  rmed that the US 
was ready to take back the leader-
ship of fi ghting a warming planet.

While addressing the United 
Nations COP27 summit, Biden 
said as quoted by CNN, “My 
friends, I came to the presidency 
determined to make ... transfor-
mational changes that are need-
ed, that America needs to make 
and we have to do for the rest of 
the world, to overcome decades 
of opposition and obstacles of 
progress on this issue alone, to 
reestablish the United States 
as a trustworthy and commit-
tee global leader on climate. As I 
stand here before you, we’ve tak-
en enormous strides to achieve 
that”. During his speech, Biden 
apologized for the US withdrawal 
from the Paris Climate Accord 
under former President Donald 
Trump.

“We immediately rejoined the 
Paris Agreement. We convened 
major climate summits and re-
established, I apologize we ever 
pulled out of the agreement,” he 
said.

While addressing the confer-

ence, Biden said that the US will
be meeting its emission targets
by 2030.

“Today, fi nally, thanks to the
actions we’ve taken, I can stand
here as president of the United
States of America and say with
confi dence: The United States of 
America will meet our emissions
targets by 2030,” Biden said as
quoted by The Hill.

Among the reasons to shift
away from fossil fuels, Biden
also called Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

“Russia’s war only enhances
the urgency of the need to tran-
sition the world off  its depend-
ence on fossil fuels. True energy 
security means every nation ...
benefi ting from [a] clean, diversi-
fi ed energy future,” Biden said as
quoted by CNN.

Biden also stressed upon the
fact that other nations must also
step up to the challenge to ‘per-
manently bend the emission
curve’ as a duty and responsibil-
ity of global leadership.

“The climate crisis is about hu-
man security, economic security,
environmental security, national
security and the very life of the
planet,” Biden added. ANI

A P O L O G Y
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UN, Russia begin talks 
on Black Sea grains deal

GENEVA: The United Nations 
offi  cials and the Russian delega-
tion have begun their talks to ad-
dress Moscow’s grievances about 
the Black Sea grains export ini-
tiative, which started in Geneva, 
Al Jazeera reported citing a UN 
spokesperson.

While briefi ng reporters, UN 
Spokesperson Alessandra Vel-
lucci, said that their aid chief Mar-
tin Griffi  ths, who heads talks on 
Ukrainian exports, and senior UN 
trade offi  cial Rebeca Grynspan, 
were meeting with Russia’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 
Vershinin at the UN offi  ce in Ge-
neva. “This discussion, it is hoped, 
should advance progress made in 
facilitating the unimpeded export 

of food and fertilisers originating 
from the Russian Federation to the 
global markets,” Al Jazeera quoted 
Vellucci as saying.

This negotiation comes eight 
days before the deal brokered by the 
United Nations and Turkey in July, 
which is due to be renewed. The ac-
cord has helped stave off  a global 
food crisis by allowing the export of 
food and fertilisers from several of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports.

Earlier, in the fi rst week of 
November, Group of Seven (G7) 
countries called for an extension 

of the UN-brokered grain deal.
“We strongly support the United 

Nations Secretary-General’s call 
for the extension of the Black Sea 
Grain Initiative (BSGI), which 
has reduced global food prices. We 
urge Russia to heed the Secretary-
General’s call,” the foreign minis-
ters said in a joint statement.

Earlier, on November 2, Russia 
resumed its participation in the 
Black Sea grain deal, after secur-
ing guarantees from Ukraine on 
the non-use of the humanitarian 
corridor and ports designated for 

the export of agricultural products 
for military operations.

“With the help of an interna-
tional organisation and Turkey, 
the necessary written guarantees 
from Ukraine on the non-use of 
the humanitarian corridor and 
Ukrainian ports designated for 
the export of agricultural products 
for military operations against the 
Russian Federation were obtained 
and submitted to the Joint Coordi-
nation Centre (JCC) on November 
1,” the Russian defence ministry 
said in a statement. ANI

This negotiation 

comes eight days 

before the deal 

brokered by the

United Nations and 

Turkey in July

US Democrats win 

Arizona Senate seat 

in midterm elections
WASHINGTON: Democratic 
candidate Mark Kelly was ree-
lected to the US Senate in the 
state of Arizona after the fi nal 
batch of midterm election ballots 
was counted late Friday evening. 

Kelly defeated Republican 
Blake Masters, who was en-
dorsed by former President Don-
ald Trump.

The Democrats are now one 
seat away from holding onto con-
trol of the Senate.

In Arizona, votes are an-
nounced in blocks, and fi nal tal-
lies typically take several days 
to complete. Kelly’s victory was 
confi rmed after offi  cials in the 
southwestern state’s most-pop-
ulous county, Maricopa, home to 
Phoenix, released another batch 
of 80,000 votes.

Who is Mark Kelly?
Kelly, a former astronaut, has 
sometimes broken with Demo-
cratic President Joe Biden on is-
sues such as border security.

Masters also campaigned on 
border security, and attempted to 
link Kelly with soaring infl ation 
under Biden’s administration.

During the race, The Republi-
can challenger had initially main-
tained that Donald Trump won 
the 2020 presidential election, 
echoing claims by the former 
president that the voting process 
was rigged. During a debate last 
month, Masters said he hadn’t 
seen evidence of electoral ma-
nipulation, but later repeated the 
claim that Trump had won.

Masters also advocated privat-
izing Social Security and strict 
limitations on abortion.

Arizona has been tradition-
ally dominated by the Republican 
Party. Kelly’s 2020 Senate victory 
gave Democrats both of Arizona’s 
Senate seats for the fi rst time in 
70 years.

Nevada, Georgia now key 
for Senate control
All eyes are now on Nevada and 
Georgia to determine whether 
the Democrats or Republicans 
control the Senate.

Results are still coming in for 
Nevada, where Democratic in-
cumbent Senator Catherine Cor-
tez Masto is in a tight race with 
Republican Adam Laxalt. 

Another option for the Demo-
crats or Republicans to pick up a 
Senate seat is the Georgia runoff  
election, which is scheduled for 
December 6.

Raphael Warnock, Georgia’s 
Democratic incumbent senator, 
is facing a challenge from Repub-
lican and Trump-backed Her-
schel Walker, a former American 
football star. 

Warnock fi rst won his seat in 
2021 in a special election runoff . 
It was one of two of Georgia’s 
seats, a formerly reliably Repub-
lican state, that gave Democrats 
the narrow majority they are de-
fending this year. 

This year, Warnock had a slim 
lead over Walker, but failed to get 
the 50% threshold required to 
avoid a runoff . DW

M I D T E R M  E L E C T I O N S

renewables as it grows?
CAPE TOWN: Africa has the
potential to become a renewable
powerhouse.

With much of it bathed in sun-
light year-round, the continent
has 60% of the world’s best so-
lar resources. And it has enough
wind potential in a year to meet
its electricity demand 250 times
over, with resources stretching 
all the way from Algeria to South
Africa. 

Countries like the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Ethiopia 
already cover more than 80%
of their consumption with hy-
dropower — but there is room to
produce even more across the
continent. Meanwhile, Kenya is
a world leader in harnessing geo-
thermal energy.

Though the use of clean power
varies greatly across Africa, the
continent as a whole still gets al-
most all of its energy from fossil
fuels. As half of the population in
sub-Saharan Africa doesn’t have
access to electricity, there are
hundreds of millions of custom-
ers waiting to enter the market.

Other continents electrifi ed off  
the back of coal, oil, and gas and,
to diff erent extents, are now try-
ing to transition to renewables.

Could Africa skip fossil fuels
and service new consumers with
green energy? 

Cleaner, cheaper,
more fl exible
“What makes Africa the right 
continent to roll out those 
[green] technologies is the sim-
ple fact that they are there in
abundance,” said Tony Tiyou, 
CEO of the engineering consul-
tancy Renewables in Africa that 
works in Kenya, Mozambique, 
Ghana, Nigeria and Benin. “I call 
it the promised land.”

For people living in Africa,
leapfrogging to clean power has
one very clear benefi t: Mitigating 
the climate crisis, because they 
have felt the eff ects of burning 
fossil fuels fi rst-hand. This pro-
cess releases greenhouse gases
that heat the atmosphere, which
makes extreme weather events
more likely and more severe. 

The continent has recently 

seen crippling droughts in East 
Africa that have displaced thou-
sands and threatened food se-
curity. There were fl oods and 
landslides that killed hundreds in 
South Africa in April, and tropi-
cal storms that devastated Mada-
gascar, Mozambique and Malawi 
earlier this year. 

Historically, Africans have not 
been at fault for the climate crisis. 
In 2021, they were responsible 
for less than 4% of global emis-
sions. But their carbon emissions 
are growing quickly, and envi-
ronmentalists say that diversify-
ing Africa’s energy mix is vital to 
stopping the continent from be-
coming part of the problem later. 

“It’s not just about how much 
you generate in terms of emis-
sions. It is also about what kind 
of consequences you’re facing,” 
said Tiyou. “Do you want to re-
peat the same mistake other 
people have made?” 

The good news for a possible 
transition is that the cost of re-
newable technologies has plum-
meted in recent years, putting 
them in the same range as fossil 
fuels. In 2020, solar projects in 
Zambia, Senegal and Ethiopia 
were auctioned off  for as low as 
$25 per megawatt hour, accord-
ing to the International Renew-
able Energy Agency. That makes 
them more cost-eff ective than 
fossil fuels.

Renewables also provide fl ex-
ibility in a region where electric-
ity grids often don’t reach rural 
populations — and if they do, they 
are expensive. The solution: Roof-
top solar panels or mini-grids that 
can work independently and pro-
vide enough to power lights and a 
phone charger. 

Not enough money or
political will  
But there are numerous obstacles 
hindering the growth of green 
technologies in Africa. Not least 
funding. In the last two decades, 
just 2% of global investments into 
green energy were made across 
the continent.

“Companies that are trying to 
invest in renewable energy are 
looking at a market in Uganda 
for people who are poor. So there 
is no big interest,” said Dickens 
Kamugisha of the Africa Insti-
tute for Energy Governance. The 
Ugandan non-profi t fi ghts envi-
ronmentally-damaging projects. 
“But the oil is produced by huge 
companies that can attract fund-
ing from all over the world.” 

When diversifying the energy 
mix, there are also issues around 
the costs of importing equipment 
from abroad. And though many 
countries have made steep learn-
ing curves with solar, this tech-
nology still makes up less than 
1% of total energy production and 
needs to be expanded for the ex-
pertise to grow more.  

But experts say one of the great-
est obstacles to tackle is a lack of 
political will. Where foreign com-
mentators see the risk of ever-
growing pollution, many African 
politicians see the opportunity to 
develop the same way that all oth-
er continents did. They say their 
countries’ emissions will always 
be a long way from those of the 
US, China and European nations.  
“Africa has woken up and we are 
going to exploit our natural re-
sources,” Uganda’s Energy Min-
ister Ruth Nankabirwa Ssentamu 
told the news agency Reuters last 
month. DW

R E N E W A B L E  P O W E R H O U S E

India-ASEAN ties upgraded to ‘comprehensive strategic partnership’

PHNOM PENH: India-ASEAN
(Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) ties have been upgraded
to a “Comprehensive strategic
partnership,” the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Aff airs said in a press brief-
ing on Vice President’s visit to
Cambodia.

“Earlier ASEAN-India’s re-
lationship was designated as
“Strategic partnership” but after
today’s summit, it is called ‘Com-

prehensive strategic partnership’,” 
Saurabh Kumar, Secretary (East), 
Ministry of External Aff airs said. 
Talking further about Vice presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankar’s partici-
pation in the 19th ASEAN India 
summit, Saurabh said that the In-
dia-ASEAN partnership would fo-
cus on practical cooperation in fi ve 
areas, fi rstly, “Advanced Maritime 
cooperation in areas of maritime 
security, Disaster management, 

emergency response and relief and 
as well as through implementation 
of projects under ASEAN outlook 
of Indo-Pacifi c and Indo-Pacifi c 
Initiatives.”

Secondly, strengthen coopera-
tion in cyber security, and fi ntech 
cooperation. The third one is to 
“enhance cooperation in the fi eld 
of sustainable development with 
a focus on new and emerging tech 
in areas such as renewable energy, 

smart agriculture, city, health care 
and cooperation in the space sec-
tor.” Fourth is tourism and the last 
one is to work together on regional 
and global issues. Vice President, 
who arrived in Cambodia on Fri-
day, participated in the 19th ASE-
AN India summit which has been 
designated as the ASEAN-India 
commemorative summit, to mark 
the 30th anniversary of ASEAN-
India relations. ANI
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MELBOURNE : Pakistan cap-
tain Babar Azam expressed that 
the team’s return to form in the 
last four matches has boosted 
their confi dence going into the 
T20 World Cup fi nal against 
England while addressing a press 
conference on Saturday.

Pakistan have found form at 
the right time, registering four 
consecutive victories to their 
name. They pummelled New 
Zealand in the semi-fi nal to ad-
vance to the fi nal. “The way the 
team made a comeback in the 
last four matches has given us 
confi dence. Excitement is there 
and we are confi dent and we also 
have the belief to do well. Hope-
fully, the result will be good,” ex-
pressed Babar.

The opener praised the English 
team and labelled them one of the 
best in the world. He also added 
that the England team has impact-
ful players and they would like to 
execute their plans against them.

“I think England’s team is one
of the best and we played a se-
ries against them where we both
played competitively. England is
a good team and they have a good
bunch of players and we would
like to execute our plans,” shared
the Pakistan captain.

The right-hander acknowl-
edged the support of the crowds
and said, “When we come in the
ground they give us support. We
try to give our hundred per cent
to give smiles to our fans.”

“Of course, powerplay matters
a lot. We would like to play good
cricket in the power play,” stated
Babar. Refuting that the team is
worried about the rain he said,
‘We are not focusing on rain. We
want to focus on performance.
We would like to have a full match
and not a rain-curtailed one.”

The opener appreciated the
middle-order batter who stepped
in big time during the tourna-
ment. “When your team is not
performing well and you are also
struggling then you feel the pres-
sure but our middle order has
done really well. The way the
team responded was amazing,”
mentioned the opener. -ANI

The Pakistan captain 

praised the English 

team and labelled

them one of the best

in the world

‘PAKISTAN HAVE FOUND 
FORM AT RIGHT TIME’

Today’s match

Pakistan vs
England

12:00pm
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ODP SIGNS AGREEMENT
Oman Data Park (ODP) signed a 
strategic cooperation agreement 
with the Omani-British company 
Crossword Cybersecurity, for
reducing cyber security risk for 
public and private entities.

BANK MUSCAT HOLDS EGM
Bank Muscat, the leading fi nancial 
services provider in the Sultanate of 
Oman, held an Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM) and an Ordinary 
General Meeting (OGM) of the bank’s 
shareholders on November 9.

renaissanceservices.comRenaissance Services SAOG. PO Box 1676, P.C.114, Muttrah, Sultanate of Oman

Q3 2022 Q3 2021 Q3 2022 Q3 2021

Rial Million USD Million

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I present the unaudited
accounts for the quarter ended September 30, 2022.

Our growth in 2022 continues with a 10% increase in revenue, a
11.4% upswing in operating profit and a 20.7% rise in net profit
over the corresponding period in 2021. Performance through the 
year has been positively affected by improved contract service 
business performance, through contract gains and retention 
at recalibrated rates along with improving occupancy at PDO 
Permanent Accommodation for Contractors (PACs).

RS Consolidated

Revenue 89.05 81.02 231.30 210.44

EBITDA 19.06 17.64 49.51 45.82

Operating profit 13.23 11.88 34.36 30.86

Net profit after tax 10.02 8.31 26.03 21.58

Net profit after non-
controlling interest

8.48 6.49 22.03 16.86

Performance

Total contracts awarded year to date stands at RO45.6m. This
includes contracts for catering at Ministry of Defence Hospitals 
and FM services at Haya Water that were awarded during the 
third quarter. As we await the outcome of a three-year tender, 
an interim seven-month extension till December 2022 has been 
formalised with the Ministry of Health for catering, cleaning, 
laundry and pest control services. As the incumbent, we are
pleased to report the renewal of our cleaning contract with Port 
of Salalah for five years. 

Global inflationary pressures, though reducing, continue to 
impact costs, while project delays and deferments have put 
Renaissance Village Duqm (RSVD) occupancy under increasing 
pressure.

RSVD occupancy

While the demobilisation of key RSVD tenants’ projects is
proceeding according to plan, there have been delays in 
expected mobilisation of commissioning teams and manpower 
additions on existing projects. Additionally, new infrastructure
projects have not materialised as scheduled leading to the
current average occupancy of 65%. 

RSVD occupancy received a boost from ongoing defence 
exercises during the last quarter. A combination of various 
operational initiatives, proactive financial planning and a 
favourable room-category mix helped to partially mitigate the 
impact of lower occupancy.   

We reiterate our commitment to providing ILO-compliant world 
class accommodation for workers and stand by to deliver to the
government of Oman, our public and private sector clients, the 
essential requirements for attracting foreign direct investment 
(FDI) into the country. We are also continuing our work with the 
authorities at all levels to stamp out sub-standard non-compliant 

accommodation and reinforce the correlation between SEZAD’s
minimum standards and the health, safety, security, welfare and 
productivity of the workforce. 

Renaissance 2.0 

Renaissance 2.0 initiatives are touching all levels of our
operations. Successful project executions have followed Lean Six
Sigma (LSS) Green Belt training and are improving process and 
resource efficiency, driving down costs and meeting our ESG 
(Environmental, Social and Governance) agenda. 

LSS methodologies applied at one of our Renaissance Village 
facilities within oil and gas concession area has optimised 
water efficiency, led to significant cost savings and eliminated 
dependence on external sources. The project is expected to 
reduce CO2 emissions by an estimated 230 tonnes annually. 

The tunnel washer laundry system at RSVD is a big step towards 
our commitment to quality, efficiency and sustainability. The 
system commissioned in August cuts down water use by 60%, 
and electricity use by 40%. The estimated reduction in annual
carbon emissions stands at 140 tonnes.

In a transforming organisation, assessing individual and team 
strengths and identifying areas that need development becomes 
imperative. DiSC evaluations and the Executive Leadership
Assessment and 360 Review Programme have been adopted 
as a way of stepping back and looking within to identify and 
boost talent. Independent third-party consultants commissioned 
in Q3 have completed their assessments that helped inform 
the composition of committees to drive data analytics, 
innovation, EDGE projects (innovative, next-generation start-up 
opportunities, at home and abroad) and sustainability.  

An Operational Excellence review was carried out in the 
last quarter to evaluate various aspects including strategy 
deployment, performance management, process excellence and 
technology and innovation.  

A comprehensive Digital Gap assessment was initiated as part
of the strategic shift towards business transformation through
digital initiatives that enhance process efficiencies, improve 
customer and employee experiences and open avenues for new 
digital businesses. We hope to shortly onboard a Chief Innovation
and Transformation Officer (CITO) to set up the Innovation Hub
and lead the implementation of 2.0. 

Diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) remains an important
commitment, but through recognising true merit which lies at the 
heart of Renaissance 2.0. From the Board to senior management,
from engineers to IT and HSE professionals, Renaissance women 
are proudly coming to the forefront and making significant 
contributions to the company’s successes. 

RALI 2

RALI (Renaissance Accelerated Learning Initiative), Renaissance’s 
training and onboarding programme aligned with the Oman 
Vision 2040 goal of boosting ICV has welcomed its second 
batch of young Omani graduates. Out of 4,500 applicants, 14 
trainees have been selected to begin their eight-month on-the-
job training across Renaissance departments and sites. The 
company is buoyed by the promise and enterprise these young 
Omanis are demonstrating - contributing their ideas while
gaining experience from our operations. 

Recognition

Renaissance’s position has been reaffirmed with the OER
Business Excellence Award for Industry Leadership, given to 
the company for innovation-led growth and robust investor 
confidence. It consolidates our belief and commitment to our 
values that keep service at the heart. 

Outlook
We are focused on a business transformation exercise at our 
UAE subsidiary with emphasis on successful renegotiation 
of viable contracts, intelligent sourcing and rationalisation of 
facilities leading to better economies of scale. Our Qatar venture 
is progressing apace, and initial forays have opened future 
possibilities of large Soft FM contracts. 

In addition to a recalibration of contract terms, in an effort to 
mitigate the rising costs of materials, the company continues to 
successfully implement multiple cost-optimisation measures and 
efficiency initiatives. 

We are working on projects, if successful, will lead to increased 
activity in the oil and gas sector in 2023. Whilst the global 
economy continues to place existential pressure on Oman, the 
internal structural and economic reforms are paying off. The
windfall of higher energy prices leading to a budget surplus are 
all positive factors. We envisage lower pressures on receivables 
as an outcome. 

Tribute
On the 52nd National Day, we send His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik and all the people of Oman our best wishes and 
congratulations. His Majesty’s leadership in implementing 
necessary measures to drive economic and structural reform, 
provides a platform for local and international investment in 
Oman’s future.

We also take this opportunity to pledge our services and 
support to the government as it presses ahead with its Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) and privatisation programmes.  We 
further commit to delivering cost-efficient services to the public 
and private sector through long-term Integrated Facilities 
Management (IFM) contracting models which promote In-
Country value.

Samir J. Fancy
Chairman

Note:
1) The complete accounts will be sent by mail to shareholders within 7 days of 

receipt of request.
2) The complete set of financial results can be accessed at

www.renaissanceservices.com

#25YearsOnMSX

Safety   |   ESG   |   Respect   |   Vision   |   Integrity   |   Caring   |   EmpowermentOur Values

CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT Q3 2022

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 2022

2022 2021
Rial ‘000 Rial ‘000 

NNon-current assets
PProperty, plant and equipment 139,397 144,772
IIntangible assets 1,935 1,959 
IInvestments 5,578 5,231 

146,910 151,962 
CCurrent assets 69,219 68,036 
CCurrent liabilities 45,335 47,257
NNon- current liabilities
TTerm loans excluding current
mmaturities

66,562 77,219

NNon current payables and advance 10,570 10,428
77,132 87,647

NNet assets 93,662 85,094
EEquity
SShare capital 23,641 23,641 
TTreasury shares (6,853) (6,853)
SShare premium 26,936 26,936 
LLegal reserve 8,801 8,574
SSubordinated loan reserve - 2,250
OOther reserves 462 552
RRetained earnings 18,268 9,225 

71,255 64,325 
NNon controlling interest 22,407 20,769 
TTotal equity 93,662 85,094

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2022

2022 2021

Rial ‘000 Rial ‘000 

RRevenue 89,050 81,023

OOperating expenses (75,820) (69,141)

PProfit from operations 13,230 11,882 

NNet finance costs (3,366) (3,556)

PProfit before tax 9,864 8,326 

TTax 157 (21)

PProfit for the period 10,021 8,305

NNet profit attributable to :-

SShareholders of the Parent 
CCompany

8,478 6,489 

NNon-controlling interest 1,543 1,816 

10,021 8,305
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bonus shares, perpetual bonds

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the 
leading fi nancial services pro-
vider in the Sultanate of Oman, 
held an Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM) and an Ordinary 
General Meeting (OGM) of the 
bank’s shareholders on November 
9 through the electronic platform 
provided via Muscat Clearing and 
Depository’s website.

Both meetings were presided 
over by Sheikh Khalid bin Musta-
hail Al Mashani, Chairman of the 

bank’s Board of Directors.

Authorised share capital
At the EGM, shareholders of 
the bank granted their approval
for the proposed increase of the
authorised share capital of the
bank from OMR450,000,000 to
OMR800,000,000 and for amend-
ing the Articles of Association, ac-
cordingly.

Also approved during the EGM
was the issuance by way of the div-
idend of 375,319,853 subordinated,
perpetual AT 1 bonds to the bank’s

list of shareholders at the rate of 1 
bond per 10 ordinary shares held 
by the shareholders on the meet-
ing date, and in accordance with 
the relevant conditions. 

The bank’s Board of Directors 
was authorised by the sharehold-
ers to complete all the necessary 
actions after approval is received 
from regulators.

Ordinary General Meeting
During the OGM, shareholders ap-
proved the distribution of bonus 
shares at the rate of 1 bonus share 
for every 1 share held by the share-
holders of the bank on the meeting 
date, from the share premium re-
serves of the bank for the fi nancial 
year ended 31st December 2021. 
The approval of the distribution of 
bonus shares will result in an in-
crease in the issued share capital of 
the bank from 3,753,198,531 shares 
(aggregating to OMR375,319,853) 
to 7,506,397,062 shares (aggregat-
ing to OMR750,639,706).

Strong support
Speaking on the occasion, Sheikh 
Khalid bin Mustahail Al Mashani 
thanked the regulators, sharehold-
ers, customers and partners for 
their strong support of the bank, 

which has helped maintain the
bank’s performance momentum
over the years. He added: “Bank
Muscat, which celebrates its 40th
Anniversary this year, continues
to demonstrate its leadership in
Oman’s fi nancial services sector.
As the Sultanate’s leading fi nan-
cial institution, Bank Muscat is
poised for greater growth and de-
velopment in the coming years as
it strives to continue serving the
nation and the people of Oman.”

Financial sector
Sheikh Khalid bin Mustahail Al
Mashani added that bank Muscat’s
Board of Directors welcomed and
supported the measures under-
taken by the Central Bank of Oman
and the Capital Markets Authority 
to strengthen and diversify the fi -
nancial sector.

Sheikh Khalid Al Mashani ex-
plained that the bank’s growth
and achievements could not
have been achieved without the
oversight and appropriate poli-
cies initiated by the government.
Sheikh Khalid Al Mashani also
wished all the success to the
banking sector in continuing its
contributions to the Sultanate’s
economic development.

At the Extraordinary General Meeting

(EGM), shareholders of the bank granted

their approval for the proposed increase of

the authorised share capital of the bank

from OMR450,000,000 to OMR800,000,000

and for amending the Articles of

Association, accordingly

ODP signs

agreement to 

reduce cyber 

security risk 

for public and 

private entities

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Data Park 
(ODP) signed a strategic co-
operation agreement with 
the Omani-British company 
Crossword Cybersecurity, for 
reducing cyber security risk for 
public and private entities and 
enhance the protection of the 
cyber security structure of sen-
sitive information in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

The agreement aims at adding 
more security measures to se-
cure the data hosting process for 
the institutions and companies, 
enhance its protection from the 
danger of third parties such as 
suppliers and other parties, and 
ascertain funding sources, veri-
fying suspicions of money laun-
dering.

The agreement was signed 
by Eng. Maqbool Al-Wahaibi, 
CEO of ODP and Stuart Jubb, 
the group managing director of  
Crossword Cybersecurity.

Commenting on this event, 
Engineer Maqbool bin Ali Al 
Wahaibi, CEO of Oman Data 
Park Company, stated: “We are 
pleased to sign a partnership 
agreement with an internation-
al company such as Crossword, 
to transfer technology related 
to cyber security to ensure the 
protection of the sensitive data 
of government entities and pri-
vate companies in the Sultanate 
of Oman, in particular, combat-
ing against external attacks that 
targeting some public and pri-
vate companies where they are 
penetrating their devices and 
aff ecting their data and incur-
ring heavy losses for them.”

Maqbool added, “We delight 
to call on government agencies 
and companies to take advan-
tage of high-tech services to 
bridge the gap in the areas of cy-
ber security information shar-
ing.” Khalid bin Ali Al Maskari, 
Director of Development at 
Crossword Cybersecurity said, 
“Signing an agreement with 
Oman Data is considered as  a 
strategic step to set  a cyber-se-
curity plan at the regional level, 
while this  agreement allows ex-
panding cyber security services 
and enhances the skills of na-
tional cadres with professional 
experiences.”

O M A N  D A T A  P A R K

Pearl REIF IPO attracts 

overwhelming participation 

from all segments of investors

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Pearl REIF, the 
largest IPO (initial public of-
fering) in MSX in the last seven 
years received an overwhelming 
demand of over OMR35 million.

The IPO received strong levels 
of response from the both retail 
and institutional categories of 
investors. REIF IPOs being rare 
in the Sultanate made this a chal-
lenging transaction and its suc-
cess promises to be a key bench-
mark for similar future capital 
market off erings. 

Thanks to all investors
Wahbi Al Riyami, Chairman of 
The Pearl REIF, said, “The re-
sponse received for the IPO and 
the subscription numbers that 
we have witnessed refl ects the 
robust off ering which was un-
derpinned by strong promoters, 
the sound structure of the instru-
ment and an experienced fund 
management team. Our thanks 
to all investors who have par-
ticipated and the Capital Mar-
ket Authority (CMA) & Muscat 
Clearing and Depository (MCD) 
for their continued support and 
guidance.”

Aown Abbas Al Bahrani, Dep-
uty Chairman of the Pearl REIF 
and Director of Public Markets at 

OIA, said, “We are pleased that in-
vestors across segments have ap-
preciated the opportunity and the 
response shows the confi dence 

placed in the off ering. We extend 
our sincere thanks to all our part-
ners for managing the IPO pro-
cess in an effi  cient manner.”

The Pearl REIF IPO comprised 
an off ering of 208,137,400 Off er 
Units for 112 Baisas per Off er Unit 
(including Off er Price of 110 Baisa 
and Off er Expenses of 2 Baisa per 
Off er Unit) for a subscription. The 
IPO received positive recommen-
dations from leading brokerage 
houses in Oman.

Oman Investment Author-
ity and its subsidiary, Omantel 
are the promoters of The Pearl 
REIF. Sohar International is the 
investment manager and issue 
manager.

I N I T I A L  P U B L I C  O F F E R I N G

The IPO got positive 

recommendations

from leading 

brokerage houses

in Oman

Full story @ timesofoman.com/business
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SPORTS

Argentina announce 
squad for FIFA World 
Cup 2022, Messi to lead

BUENOS AIRES: A 26-man
roster for the World Cup in Qa-
tar, which runs from November
20 to December 18, led by Lionel
Messi, was announced on Friday 
by Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni.

Forward Paulo Dybala, who is
injured, made the cut despite not
having played for his club Roma 
since early October. Dybala has
been selected in the team as Ar-
gentina hopes he can get back
in shape before their World Cup
campaign kicks off  on November
22 against Group C rival Saudi
Arabia. Argentina are also sched-
uled to play Mexico and Poland in
Group C after they face Saudi Ara-
bia in their campaign opener.

“They are proud to be called
up and wear this jersey, let’s hope
that you as fans are too. All togeth-

er,” coach Scaloni said in an Insta-
gram video as quoted by ESPN.

The talismanic striker who
plays for Paris Saint German
(PSG) will want to repeat the hero-
ics of Copa America 2021, where
they lifted the coveted trophy.

Earlier, Spain announced their
World Cup squad that does not
feature veteran defender Sergio
Ramos. The PSG player ran out of 
favour of the Spanish coach and
couldn’t make the cut to be in the
team.

Sadio Mane who was specu-

lated to miss out due to an injury 
has made it to the Senegal World
Cup squad.

Qatar will host the World Cup
from November 20 to December
18, 2022. After the event in South
Korea and Japan in 2002, this will
be the second World Cup exclu-
sively held in Asia and the fi rst
World Cup ever to be contested in
the Arab world.

Argentina squad in full:
Goalkeepers: Emiliano Martin-

ez, Franco Armani and Geronimo
Rulli

Defenders: Gonzalo Montiel,
Nahuel Molina, German Pezzella,
Cristian Romero, Nicolas Ota-
mendi, Lisandro Martinez, Juan
Foyth, Nicolas Tagliafi co, Marcos
Acuna

Midfi elders: Leandro Paredes,
Guido Rodriguez, Enzo Fernan-
dez, Rodrigo De Paul, Exequiel
Palacios, Alejandro Gomez, Alexis
Mac Allister

Forwards: Paulo Dybala, Lionel
Messi, Angel Di Maria, Nicolas
Gonzalez, Joaquin Correa, Lau-
taro Martinez, Julian Alvarez. ANI

Forward Paulo

Dybala, who is 

injured, made the cut

despite not having

played for his club

Roma since early

October

Spain announce 
26-man FIFA World
Cup squad; Sergio 
Ramos snubbed
BARCELONA: Spain on Friday 
announced the 26-man squad 
for the World Cup, with no place 
for Paris Saint-Germain’s Sergio 
Ramos or Liverpool’s Thiago Al-
cantara, Sapin football team an-
nounced on their offi  cial social 
media handle.

Former Real Madrid defender 
Ramos, who was a member of the 
2010 World Cup-winning Spain 
team, was hoping to play in his 
fi fth tournament but was unable 
to travel to Qatar. Meanwhile, the 
twenty-year-old Barcelona for-
ward Ansu Fati has been added to 
Spain’s squad for the World Cup.

Since making his fourth ap-
pearance as a teenager in October 
2020, after breaking the record 
for Spain’s youngest scorer, Ansu 
has not competed for Spain. Leg 
injuries ended his stellar start for 
Spain and Barcelona.

On November 17, Spain’s players 
will fl y to Jordan to play a friendly 
match against that nation’s na-
tional team. After that, they will 
take a fl ight to Doha, where the 
squad will set up camp for the 
World Cup.

Spain will face Costa Rica in its 
World Cup opener on November 
23. In Group E, the 2010 champi-
ons will also compete against Ger-
many and Japan.

The full squad is: Unai Simon, 
Robert Sanchez, David Raya, 
Dani Carvajal, Cesar Azpilicueta, 
Eric Garcia, Hugo Guillamon, Pau 
Torres, Aymeric Laporte, Jordi 
Alba, Jose Gaya, Sergio Busquets, 
Rodri, Gavi, Carlos Soler, Marcos 
Llorente, Pedri, Koke, Ferran Tor-
res, Pablo Sarabia, Yeremy Pino, 
Alvaro Morata, Marco Asensio, 
Nico Williams, Ansu Fati and Dani 
Olmo. ANI

F I F A  W O R L D  C U P

Sachin Tendulkar backs Team India after T20 disappointment

MUMBAI: Legendary Indian
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar
backed Men in Blue after their
ten-wicket loss to England in the
semifi nal of the ICC T20 World
Cup, saying that though the loss
was very disappointing, the team
should not be judged on basis of 
this defeat since its the number
one side in the shortest format of 
the game.

Highlighting that the T20 top
ranking is not an instant process
he added that a side should play 
good cricket over a period of time
for it and India made their mark in
the same.

“I know that the Semi Finals
against England was very disap-
pointing. Let us accept that we
did not put up a good total on the
board. 168 in Adelaide Oval is not

great since the dimensions of the 
ground are entirely diff erent and 
side boundaries are really short. 
We were also unsuccessful in tak-

ing wickets. It was a tough game
for us, a bad and disappointing 
defeat,” legendary cricketer Ten-
dulkar told ANI.

He also stressed that India is the 
number side in the shortest format 
of the game.

“To get to that Number 1 spot, 
it does not happen overnight. The 
team has to play good cricket over a 
period of time and it has done that. 
Let us not judge our team on the 
basis of this performance. Players 
also did not want to go out and fail. 
In sports, these ups and downs are 
there. We have to be in it together,” 
concluded Tendulkar.

His remarks came after the Men 
in Blue were knocked out in the 
semi-fi nals of the ICC T20 World 
Cup which left millions of cricket 
fans shattered.

Top knocks from openers Alex 
Hales and Jos Buttler powered 
England to an emphatic 10-wicket 
win over India in the second semi-

fi nal of the ongoing ICC T20 World
Cup in Australia at Adelaide on
Thursday.

Put to bat fi rst by England, In-
dia posted 168/6 in their 20 overs. 
Hardik Pandya (63 off  33 balls) and 
Virat Kohli (50 off  40 balls) were 
the stars for Men in Blue with the 
bat. 

They put on a crucial stand of 
61-runs for the fourth wicket.

Pacer Chris Jordan was the pick
of the bowlers, taking 3/43. Adil 
Rashid and Chris Woakes got a 
wicket each.

Chasing 169, England put pres-
sure on Indian bowlers right from 
the fi rst over. India did not have an 
answer for the onslaught brought 
by Jos Buttler (80*) and Alex Hales 
(86*). 

England chased the total with

all ten wickets in hand with four 
overs to spare.

Hales (86* off  47 balls) 
was adjudged as the ‘Man of the 
Match’.

Coming to the group stage, India 
had fi nished the group stage at the 
top of the Group 2 table with eight 
points under their belt, having won 
four matches out of fi ve. They only 
lost one match in their group stage 
against South Africa.

Star batter Virat Kohli (296 runs 
in 6 innings with four fi fties and 
tournament’s leading run-scorer), 
Suryakumar Yadav (239 runs in 6 
innings with three fi fties), pacer 
Arshdeep Singh (10 wickets) and 
all-rounder Hardik Pandya (128 
runs with one fi fty and eight wick-
ets) were some of India’s best per-
formers in the tournament. ANI

T 2 0  W O R L D  C U P

Greg Barclay re-elected as ICC 
Chairman for two-year term
DUBAI: The ICC board has unani-
mously re-elected Greg Barclay as
the Independent Chair of the In-
ternational Cricket Council (ICC)
for a second two-year term as an-
nounced by the International crick-
et governing body on Saturday.

Barclay was unopposed follow-
ing the withdrawal of Tavengwa 
Mukuhlani from the process, and
the Board reaffi  rmed its full sup-
port of him to continue as Chair
for a further two years. “It is an
honour to be re-elected as the

Chair of the International Cricket 
Council and I would like to thank 
my fellow ICC Directors for their 
support,” Barclay said on his re-
appointment.

The newly elected chairman 
mentioned that ICC has taken 
consequential steps in promoting 
the sport of cricket and laying a 
roadmap for its future.

“Over the last two years we 
have made signifi cant strides for-
ward with the launch of our global 
growth strategy that provides clear 

direction to build a successful and 
sustainable future for our sport,” 
he added. Barclay expressed his 
happiness in continuing the work 
for the game of cricket in close as-
sociation with the ICC members.

“It is an exciting time to be in-
volved in cricket and I look for-
ward to continuing to work closely 
with our Members to strengthen 
the game in our core markets as 
well as grow it beyond that, ensur-
ing more of the world can enjoy 
cricket,” concluded Barclay. -ANI

I C C  C H A I R M A N

There is excitement but we have 

to start afresh: Jos Buttler on fi nal

MELBOURNE:  England cap-
tain Jos Buttler said the team is 
excited about the fi nal of the T20 
World Cup after thumping India 
in the semis, but will start fresh, 
while addressing a press confer-
ence on Saturday.

England have dominated the 
white ball format in the past few 
years after giving their team a 
complete overhaul, adapting to a 
more aggressive brand of cricket. 
The team reaped its success as 
they won the 2019 ODI World 

Cup under Eoin Morgan and are 
on the brink of winning another 
white-ball mega tournament 
when they lock horns with Paki-
stan in the fi nal of the 2022 T20 
World Cup. “There is huge excite-
ment for the match. But it doesn’t 
count for anything because we 
have to start afresh,” said the cap-
tain ahead of their clash against 
Pakistan in the fi nal.

Buttler also spoke about the 
recent seven-match T20I series 
that they played in Pakistan’s 

home territory and said that the 
conditions in the fi nal would be 
very diff erent to those in Paki-
stan.

“We played them a lot recently 
but that was in diff erent condi-
tions. We know that we are up 
against an amazing team,” said 
the wicketkeeper-batsmen.

He also mentioned that he used 
to watch the cricketers play crick-
et in his childhood and dreamt of 
holding the World Cup trophy.

-ANI
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JOB WANTED

Email: dailyguide@timesofoman.com
             classifi eds@timesofoman.com
Tel.:  24726666 Ext:  815  / 462 / 354 CONNECT

SALES/MARKETING

Indian Male, MBAd a a , with 25 yrs ofw t y

Sales, marketing & businessa , a t g & bu

management experience in Omana ag t p

looking for suitable placement.g u tab

Contact: 77458042

Indian maled a a experience in Sales p a

and Marketing for 15 years with a d a t g y a w t

D/L looking for suitable place-/ g

ment.92085257

Indian Male,d a a , Graduate, 10yrsaduat , y

Sales & Marketing experience a & a t g p

with Oman D/L seeks suitablew t a / u tab

placement. Contact: 98243018p a t ta t

Email:sreejusreenivasan331@a

gmail.com

15 Indian maled a a with 4 yrsw t y

experience  in Sales & Market-p a & a t

ing, seeks suitable placement.g, u tab p a

D/L available. Contact: / ava ab

79649210. Email:a

shafeerameer@gmail.com

Indian male 32 with 7yrs

experience in UK based electrical

company as Sales executive 

having D/L(GCC) seeks suitable 

placement: 96730694

Smart, talented Indian Male,
MBA, B.Com, 11 yrs experience 

(Muscat) in auto loans &  corpo-

rate credit and 2 yrs experience in 

automotive sales (India) seeks 

good career opportunities. 

Contact: 99609955

Indian male, 22+ years experience

in Sales and Operations in Oman. 

Seeks job in Senior positions.

Holds valid Omani DL.

Contact: 94390660.

Indian male, 24yrs, BBA graduate 

with Digital marketing diploma ,

seeks suitable placement in Indoor

sales, accounts, administration.

Presently in Oman & available for

immediate joining Cont: 78982758 

Email: vyshakvj24@gmail.com

Indian male 20 yrs of experience 
in Oman for perfume,cosmetics &

luxury items,valid D/L available & 

can join immediately. Contact 

77491327., manu518b@gmail.com

Indian male 4 yrs Oman experi-

ence in Sales & Operation with

Oman D/L ready to join. Contact:

78750369

Indian Male, 39 yrs old, graduate

having 11+ yrs of Oman experience 

in Sales & Site coordination role in

an excellent grade sub Contract-

ing  Company looking for suitable

roles. Valid D/L, NOC available.

Contact: 96554800,

Email: nibgin@gmail.com

Indian male graduate Indian m with

6 yrs Oman experience in Sales &

marketing seeks placement.

Valid D/L. Contact: 94156626
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New Sharia Supervisory Committee of 
Takaful Oman Insurance meets BoD

MUSCAT: The fi rst meeting be-
tween the new Sharia Supervisory 
Committee (SSC) of Takaful Oman 
Insurance and the company’s Board 
of Directors was held recently.

The meeting witnessed attend-

ance from Mohammed Abdul-
lah Al Khonji, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the company, 
and distinguished members of 
the Board of Directors. Attend-
ees from the Sharia Supervisory 

Committee included Sheikh Dr 
Majid bin Mohammed Al Kindi, 
Chairman of the Committee, and 
members of the Sharia Supervi-
sory Committee. Apart from reaf-
fi rming its commitment to Sharia 
principles, the meeting discussed 
the Sharia framework under the 

regulatory regime, key challenges
of the Islamic insurance industry,
and various new developments
and opportunities in the sector.

Takaful Oman Insurance has
remained steadfast in its eff orts
to continuously enhance its port-
folio while adhering to the norms

and regulations of the Sharia law. 
The company has demonstrated 
utmost transparency in all its pro-
cedures, worked with integrity and 
upheld the highest values of ethi-
cality in all its dealings.

The board has also shown its 
commitment to providing its full 
support and assistance to the 
Sharia Supervisory Committee. 
Neelmani Bhardwaj, Acting Chief 
Executive Offi  cer at Takaful Oman 
Insurance said, “Takaful Oman 
Insurance, being the fi rst Islamic 
insurance company in the Sultan-
ate, is leading transformation in 
the sector and setting new bench-
marks along the way. Our strong 
dedication to providing world-
class Sharia-compliant products 
has helped us increase our data-

base of loyal customers. At the
same time, we have also been able
to advocate the benefi ts of opting 
for Islamic insurance products.
The unwavering support from our
SSC team, their expert advice, and
continuous guidance have been
instrumental in helping us achieve
new milestones in the fi eld.”

In line with the company’s vi-
sion to spread awareness of Sh-
aria-compliant insurance prod-
ucts, Takaful has also conducted a 
number of training sessions for all
levels of management to further
familiarise the team with the Sha-
ria principles of insurance. The
training sessions were conducted
by one of the SSC members, Mufti
Zeeshan Abdul Aziz, and was well-
received by all the attendees. 

Apart from reaffi  rming its commitment to 

Sharia principles, the meeting discussed 

the Sharia framework under the regulatory

regime and key challenges of the Islamic 

insurance industry

Audi to launch Oman’s largest network of 

interconnected electric vehicle chargers 

MUSCAT: To provide a hassle-free 
ownership experience to new Audi 
EV owners, Audi Oman, represent-
ed by Premium Motors has part-
nered with EVO to launch Oman’s 
largest network of interconnected 
electric vehicle chargers. 

The Omani landscape is unique 
in its scale and widespread de-
velopment and requires a robust 
EV infrastructure to attend to the 
mainstream adoption of electric 
vehicles. This is one of the main 
challenges faced by electric vehi-
cle customers today.

Audi Oman understands these 
challenges and has taken a proac-
tive stance to partner with EVO and 
develop a robust network that can 
both support the adoption of electric 
vehicles in Oman as well as provide 
Audi EV owners with a seamless 
and hassle-free experience. 

Under the patronage of Eng. 

Said bin Hamood Al Mawali, Min-
ister of Transport, Communica-
tion, and Information Technology, 
and in line with Oman’s net-zero 
2050 commitment and the Sul-
tanate’s drive towards a greener 
tomorrow, Audi Oman and EVO 
have unveiled the fi rst of a series 
of public electric vehicle chargers 
at a special event held at the Oman 
Automobile Association.

Audi Oman and EVO are plan-

ning to install over 70 chargers
across Oman before the end of 
2022 and will further expand
this network to over 250 charg-
ing points by the end of 2023. Ad-
ditionally, the EVO app which is
scheduled to launch in December
2022will provide Audi EV users
with a wide range of exclusive ser-
vices geared at facilitating their
transition to e-mobility.EVO and
Audi ensure the most advanced

suite of services in the region. 
The e-tron Sportback launched 

in Oman earlier this year is a sym-
bol of EV readiness in the nation. 
The launch of the battery-powered 
luxury crossover along with the ro-
bust charging network will further 
complement Audi’s off erings and 
cement its position as the leader in 
the EV marketspace in Oman.

Christian Nehme, General Man-
ager of Premium Motors Oman, 
said: “We believe our commitment 
to developing EV infrastructure 
in Oman will greatly contribute to 
Audi’s overall sustainability strat-
egy. The charging process is funda-
mental to the everyday usability of 
an EV. We are happy to introduce 
a series of new charging points 
which we are sure will add to the 
convenience of owning a premium 
state-of-the-art EV such as the e-
tron Sportback.”

I N  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  W I T H  E V O 

Malabar Gold unveils 

special collection of 

diamond pendants

MUSCAT: To pay tribute to the 
glorious spirit of the nation on 
the occasion of Oman’s 52nd Na-
tional Day, Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, the 6th largest jewellery 
retailer globally with over 290 
showrooms across 10 countries, 
has launched a special collection 
of diamond pendants and rings 
priced at OMR52. 

‘We are very excited to launch 
the limited-edition collection 
of pendants and rings to com-
memorate the 52nd National Day 
of Oman. Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds truly values and appreci-
ates the signifi cance of this day 
for the country and its residents 
and is honoured to be a part of 
Oman’s rich legacy of culture and 
commerce. Our 18 showrooms 

across the Sultanate are widely 
accepted by both nationals and 
expatriates alike and are repre-
sentative of Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds’ position in the country’s 
jewellery trade,” said Najeeb K, 
Regional Head – Oman, Malabar
Gold & Diamonds.

The exclusive collection is avail-
able in 9 designs and refl ects the vi-
brance of Omani culture. Malabar 
Gold has a strong retail presence
across Oman and has incorporated 
the special design as part of the 
Mine Diamonds collection. The
National day products will be avail-
able across all 18 outlets of Malabar
Gold & Diamonds in Oman, located
at Muscat, Seeb, Barka, Salalah, So-
har, Mutrah Souk, Ibri, Al Bandar,
Nizwa and Al Khoud.

5 2 N D  N A T I O N A L  D A Y
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AGAE opens state-of-art showroom for 
premium automotive brand Changan 

MUSCAT: Arabian Gulf Automo-
biles and Equipment (AGAE) an-
nounced the inauguration of a fl ag-
ship showroom for the premium 
automotive brand Changan at Al 
Maweleh in Muscat. 

The state-of-the-art showroom 
will cater to the rising demand for 
premium Changan models and the 
luxurious UNI series.

Changan Maweleh
showroom key highlights
Spread over an area of 1300 square 
metres, the facility has the capac-
ity to display 20 +cars. Designed 
in accordance with global stand-
ards, the showroom’s façade holds 
a glass fascia with an inside height 
of 6.3 metres and a front elevation 
of nine metres which provides ex-
cellent visibility to the customer.

The showroom location has 
easy access to customers resid-
ing in Muscat and is only 2.4km 
from Burj Al Sahwa roundabout. 
The showroom has ample sitting 
places for customers to discuss 
and look at the display cars. The 
largest showroom area also pro-
vides customers with a suffi  cient 
place to look at the entire model 
range of Changan and UNI mod-
els, seven diff erent model variants 
in Changan and three models in 
the UNI range need such a large 
state-of-the-art showroom to 
meet customer choices. The state-
of-the-art showroom also has an 
exclusive new car delivery area, 
customer lounge, wheelchair ac-
cess, ample car parking and comes 
with prayer room facilities etc.

A spokesperson for AGAE 
said, “We have always believed 
in strengthening our relation-
ship with our customers and are 
elated to expand our network and 
come closer to all of them. We 
have a great partnership with the 
Changan brand and are very happy 
to extend this further with the in-
auguration of our new facility. We 
look forward to welcoming new 
buyers to the Changan family and 
establishing a fruitful, long-term 
relationship.” He also added that 
Bahwan group showroom stand-
ards are very well maintained for 
buying convenience like test-drive 
to satisfy the customer on the qual-
ity of drive, easy fi nancing and also 
off ers low instalments through 
banks and fi nance companies, in-
surance and Registration to sup-
port the customers to buy their fa-
vourite Changan and UNI Models.

The premium automotive brand 
Changan has received an over-
whelming response among Oman 
customers. Changan Automobile 
boasts a comprehensive portfolio 
of a range of products including 
Sedan, Crossovers, SUVs and Pick-
ups like Changan Alsvin- Entry 
level sedan, EADO Plus - Family 
Sedan, CS35 Plus Crossover, CS75 
Plus Crossover, CS85 Coupe, CS95 
7 Seater 4WD and Hunter Pick-
up’s. All the models of Changan 
Hunter pickup has a ‘European 
Standard’ body and plastic bed lin-
ers which is unique to the model.

Changan Auto Luxury brand 
is called UNI and it’s positioned 
as futuristic and fashionable, 
the UNI range features progres-

sive design and smart technolo-
gies off ered only in luxury brands. 
Changan UNI range of automo-
biles is devoted to creating a new 
experience with highly technologi-
cal and sporty exterior design cou-
pled with avant-garde interiors.  
For a luxury model to be ‘sporty 
at a glance’, the UNI range adopts 
a short overhang and long axle 
design, adding a sporty feeling to 
a luxury range. This improves the 
overall handling of the UNI range 
having high agility and high-speed 
stability when driving.

The UNI range has adopted 
pure, precise and agile exterior 
design elements. The hidden door 
handle design blends in with the 
body, making it simple and so-
phisticated. The UNI family’s 
classic borderless grille design is 
combined with the narrow, sharp 
headlamps on both sides for an 
intense look. The aerodynamic 
airship-shape spoiler improves 
driving stability and is fashionable 
in aesthetics. The space battleship 
gear shift knob has a sporty design, 
giving the user a sense of explora-
tion on every trip.

Equipped with the IACC system, 
the UNI range can achieve L2 au-
tonomous driving having features 
of FCW+AEB+LDW+LAS+TJA 
+AEB+LCDA. UNI range is 

equipped with four high-defi ni-
tion wide-angle cameras giving 
360-degree view around the vehi-
cle in real-time to park your vehi-
cle safely.

The UNI range adopts a sim-
plistic yet Avante-grade interior 
design. It uses an asymmetrical 
design in the instrumentation and 
centre console as well as bright col-
ours that create technically dynam-
ic interiors. It adopts the Intelligent 
Cockpit Interaction System which 
appears to be two screens stag-
gered on the surface, but internally 
they are connected as one have a 
high-resolution display and adap-
tive backlight control to protect the 
eyes from fatigue to the max while 
reading and driving.

The UNI range features newly 
designed seats with fuller side 
wings which also provide more 
reliable support and confi dence 
when cornering. The wireless 
charging provides ultra-fast charg-
ing with wide-range compatibility.

Changan Auto
One of the ‘big four’ Chinese 
automakers of the world and a 
top-selling brand, Changan Au-
tomobile boasts of a comprehen-
sive portfolio of products which 
includes sedans, crossovers and 
SUVs. With an inspiring history 

of 160 years, Changan Automobile
Group traces its corporate origins
way back to 1862 with 62 years of 
automobile making and 36 years
experience of in manufacturing 
Changan vehicles.

With world-class R&D facilities,
Changan develops products which
are advanced, hi-tech, innova-
tive, fashionable, safe and deliver
a strong performance. Each year
Changan invests 5% of the annual
sales revenue for product R&D and
with continuous eff orts has built a 
global collaborative R&D network

with various priorities. Changan 
has been ranked No.1 in R&D ca-
pability in China’s automotive in-
dustry for the past ten years.

It has 3 R&D centres in China’s 
Chongqing, Shanghai and Beijing 
and 4 overseas facilities in Turin of 
Italy, Yokohama in Japan, Notting-
ham in the UK and Detroit USA. 
Supported by intelligent driving, 
intelligent interconnection and in-
telligent interaction technologies, 
it is building an intelligent vehicle 
platform in stages. Changan has 
been vigorously developing new 

energy and intelligent vehicles.
Changan uses Bluecore Powertrain
technology based on the principles
of power, cleanness and quiet to
provide customers with a highly ef-
fi cient product and energy saving. 

Arabian Gulf Automobiles and 
Equipment has set up a spacious
and state-of-the-art showroom in
Mawelah and Al Qurum. The main
service centre is in Ghala, Muscat.
AGAE has already tied up for Peri-
odic Maintenance Services in many 
cities including Salalah, Sohar, Sur,
Nizwa, Ibra and Barka etc.

The state-of-the-

art showroom in 

Maweleh will cater 

to the rising demand 

for premium Changan

models and the 

luxurious UNI series



https://download.thawani.om/


http://www.rennamobile.com/present-promotions/#1667909701943-145a0689-9f07





	A00A - 7Thawani
	A00B - Renna 1
	A01
	A01A - Novagram
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B03
	B04
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	B08A We Fix
	e-paper back-full size



