
Founded 1975    .   Volume 47   NNo.    | Pages   .   Baisas 2020202020202202020202020202000202020200020000020000000000000 000000000000000000   ...........  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSububbububuubbbubbubububuubbubbuubuuu ssscription OMR63     |    ISO 01:2008 Certifi ed Company     900 |    Chairman/Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali     |    Printed & Published by Muscat Media Group192 16

December 8,  2022
14 Jumada al Ula 14444 AH

THURSDAY

SAYYID SHIHAB  RECEIVES
SYRIAN AMBASSADOR
His Highness Sayyid Shihab
bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for Defence Aff airs
received in his offi  ce at Al
Murtafa’a Garrison yesterday 
Dr. Idris Maya, Ambassador of 
the Syrian Arab Republic to the
Sultanate of Oman. >A2

ROYAL DECREE DECLARES 
OFFICIAL HOLIDAYS IN OMAN

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik on Wednesday 
issued two Royal decrees, reading 
as follows:

Royal Decree No. 88/2022 fi xes 
offi  cial holidays.

Article (1) states that offi  cial
holidays for units of the State’s
Administrative Apparatus, pub-
lic legal entities and establish-
ments of the private sector—with
regard to Eids and other occa-
sions listed below — shall be fi xed
as follows:

Firstly,
(A) Hijri New Year’s Day to be

on 1 Muharram;
(B) The Prophet’s Birthday to

be on 12 Rabee Al Awwal;
(C) Al Isra’a Wal Miraj to be on

27 Rajab;
(D) The National Day to be on

18 and 19 November;
(E) His Majesty the Sultan’s Ac-

cession Day.
If any of the days of the weekly 

off  coincides with the above-
mentioned holidays, it shall be
compensated by a single day. The
dates of the abovementioned holi-
days may be amended if public in-
terest so dictates.
>A2
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WORLD
President Xi Jinping 
arrives in Riyadh 

2
At the invitation of the
Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King 

Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
President Xi Jinping of the
People’s Republic of China 
arrived in Riyadh on a state visit 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
on Wednesday. >A6

SPORTS
Bangladesh beat 
India by 6 runs

3
Bangladesh survived a 
late blitz from an injured 
Rohit Sharma to secure

a narrow fi ve-run win to take
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the 
ODI series at the Shere Bangla 
National Stadium. The gallant 
half-century from Rohit could 
not save India from defeat. >B6

OMAN
Ministerial Council meeting held in Riyadh

1
Sayyid Badr Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister of Oman, 
presided over the 154th session of the Ministerial Council in 
preparation to the 43rd GCC Summit. The session was held 

at the headquarters of the GCC Secretariat General in Riyadh on 
Wednesday in the presence of the GCC foreign ministers and the 
GCC Secretary-General. >A5

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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MUSCAT

MUSCAT: Acting on behalf of 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik, HH Sayyid Fahd bin 
Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime 
Minister for the Council of Min-
isters, will lead the Sultanate of 
Oman’s delegation on Thursday 
to the 43rd GCC Summit, the 
GCC-Chinese Summit and the 
Arab-Chinese Summit for Coop-
eration and Development.

Oman presses ahead with its 

cooperation, alongside GCC 
states, in consolidating the GCC 
ties with friendly countries. Its
approach seeks to realize the
common interests of all, besides 
seeking ways to address the lat-
est developments in the regional 
and international arenas. HH 
Sayyid Fahd will be accompa-
nied by a number of ministers 
and other government offi  cials.
— ONA

4 3 R D  G C C  S U M M I T

On behalf of His Majesty, 

Sayyid Fahd to head for 

Saudi Arabia today

Sayyid Theyazin patronises 
Omani Equestrian Festival

MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid 
Theyazin bin Haitham Al Said, 
Minister of Culture, Sports and
Youth patronised the Omani
Equestrian Festival held at Al
Rahba Racecourse in the Wilayat
of Barka on Wednesday.

The event was organised by 
the Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Youth with the participation
of the Royal Cavalry and Oman
Equestrian Federation.

Organising the festival, which

also included horse races, 
comes within the framework 
of HH Sayyid Theyazin’s at-
tention accorded to equestrian 
sport and upgrading its level in 
the Sultanate of Oman.

The festival’s race included 
fi ve rounds; three of which were 
dedicated for pure Arabian hors-
es, one for thoroughbred horses 
and the main round was dedi-
cated for pure Arabian horses 
(local breed). The main round 

carried the name of HH Sayyid 
Theyazin.

Diverse shows of equestrian 
sports were staged between the 
rounds of the race by male and 
female jockeys of the Royal Cav-
alry in accompaniment of musical 
pieces.

At the end of the event, HH 
Sayyid Theyazin honoured horse 
owners who achieved top places 
during the fi ve rounds of the race. 
-ONA More photos on >A4

W I L A Y A T  O F  B A R K A

TOP-CLASS GOLF RETURNS TO OMAN IN 2023

>A3

The wait is over. More than 1,000 days have 
gone by since the Sultanate of Oman hosted 
a world-class golf tournament – Oman Open, 
a European Tour event – at the Al Mouj Golf.
Come February and Muscat will be hosting 
the highly anticipated 2023 season with the 
inaugural leg of the Asian Tour to tee off  as 
the International Series Oman.



A3

OMAN
T H U R S DAY,  D E C E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 2 2

YOU ORDER
WE DELIVER

Download the app

Drinking or dealing with alcohol a penal off ence in Sultanate
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani Penal Code 
has criminalised the consumption 
of alcohol and anyone consumes in 
it or deals in it will be penalised.

Article 286 of the Penal Code  
exclusively deals with cases re-
lated to consumption of alcohol 
in which the sentence includes 
imprisonment for a period of no 
less than one month and no more 
than six months and a fi ne of no 
less than OMR100 and no more 
than OMR500, or one of these two 
punishments.

The cases include anyone who 
consumes alcohol or intoxicating 
drinks in a public place, anyone 
who is found drunk in a public 
place, and anyone who creates a 
riot or causes disturbance to oth-
ers or disturbs public peace be-
cause of his drunkenness.

The Omani Penal Code does not 
stop at this point. Article 285 deals 
with commercial and production 
side, prescribing a prison sen-
tence of no less than six months 
and no more than three years, and 
a fi ne of no less than OMR300 and 
no more than OMR1,000, or one 

of these two punishments, for the
following cases: anyone who pos-
sesses, manufactures, imports
or deals in liquor; anyone who
sets up or arranges a place for the
consumption of alcohol or intoxi-
cants; and anyone who practices
any activity related to alcohol
without a licence from the com-
petent authorities.

The law includes provision for
confi scation of liquor, the machin-
ery, the materials and the means
used in its production or transpor-
tation, as well as the closure of the
place where the crime occurred.

As for Article 287 regarding 
serving alcohol to children, the
punishment includes imprison-
ment for a period of no less than
one month and no more than
one year, and a fi ne of no less
than OMR100 and no more than
OMR1,000, or one of these two
penalties.

This is for anyone who off ers al-
cohol or an intoxicating drink to a 
person who has not completed 18
years of age, or incites him to use
it. The closure of the shop or the
place where the crime has been
committed can also be ordered.

O M A N I  P E N A L   C O D E 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The wait is over. More
than 1,000 days have gone by since
the Sultanate of Oman hosted a 
world-class golf tournament –
Oman Open, a European Tour
event – at the Al Mouj Golf.

Come February and Muscat will
be hosting the highly anticipated
2023 season with the inaugural leg 
of the Asian Tour to tee off  as the
International Series Oman.

The Asian Tour announced on
Sunday that Al Mouj Muscat, will
be part of the new, exciting and
lucrative series with prize money 
worth US$2 million for the Inter-
national Series Oman.

Speaking to Times of Oman,
Oman Golf Association (OGA) 
Chairman Mundhir Al Barwani 
said: “With the support of the Min-
istry of Culture, Sports and Youth, 
the Oman Golf Association is de-
lighted to welcome the Asian Tour 
to the Sultanate of Oman in 2023.

“We are excited to host the fi rst 
Asian Tour International Series 
event in the Middle East and to 
be able to share the beauty of the 
Sultanate of Oman with the play-
ers and offi  cials, as well as a wider 
audience through television.

“Al Mouj Golf is a Tour-proven 
golf course and coupled with the 
proximity to the Muscat Interna-
tional Airport and the offi  cial hotel 
we are certain that the players will 

have an enjoyable and memorable 
week with us.”

The fi rst chairman of the OGA 
added: “We commend the work that 
the Asian Tour have done in devel-
oping their international schedule 
and also in strengthening the Asian 
Development Tour, which will cer-
tainly have a positive impact on the 
growth of the elite amateur game 
within the region. 

“We look forward to working 
closely with the key stakeholders 
and sponsors to deliver this event 
and to once again use the game of 
golf to showcase the investment 
and tourism opportunities that ex-
ist within Oman.”

Meanwhile, the Asian Tour 
confi rmed that a total of 10 In-

ternational Series events will be 
held next season, each with prize 
money of at least US$2 million – 
helping to build on the momentum 
gained in 2022 season, which saw 
seven of the upper-tier events po-
sitioned on the schedule, which 
features a total of 20 tournaments.

Cho Minn Thant, Commission-
er & CEO, Asian Tour, said:“On the 
back of two outstanding weeks at 
International Series events in Mo-
rocco and Egypt, and last week’s 
season-ending BNI Indonesian 
Masters presented by TNE, also 
part of the International Series, the 
Asian Tour is excited to announce 
we will return to the Middle East 
early on in the new season for the 
International Series Oman.”

“The 2022 campaign was a high-
ly successful one for us and it is 
great to see the profi le of the Asian 
Tour being raised. Next year prom-
ises more of the same with Oman 
being confi rmed as the venue fur-
ther enhancing the profi le, even 
before we have announced our 
2023 schedule – one that promises 
to be the biggest and best in the 
history of the Tour.

“We are extremely grateful to 
the Oman Golf Association for be-
ing the conduit in helping to launch 
this pioneering new event in such 
an important golfi ng region; and, 
of course, we thank Al Mouj Golf 
for their commitment and sup-
port in this process. We have every 

confi dence that the event will be a 
resounding success.”

The International Series was 
launched this year, through a part-
nership between the Tour and LIV 
Golf, with the aim of invigorating 
the game of golf in Asia, the Middle 
East and beyond.

“LIV Golf is proud to help estab-
lish new global events through the 
International Series that enhance 
player pathways to the world’s top 
competition,” LIV Golf CEO and 
Commissioner  Greg Norman told 
the Asian Tour.

Two-time Major champion Nor-
man from Australia designed the 
Al Mouj course. He said:“Al Mouj 
Golf is sure to present a challeng-
ing and rewarding experience for 
the Asian Tour’s very best while 
showcasing one of the most unique 
venues in this region of the world. 
This is a tremendous addition to 
the global golf calendar as the In-
ternational Series gets bigger and 
better in 2023.

Al Mouj Golf will off er the Asian 
Tour membership an outstanding 
opportunity to play on one of the fi n-
est golf courses in the Middle East.”

It may be mentioned that the 
challenging 18-hole championship 
golf course at Al Mouj Golf is the 
fi rst links-style golf course to be 
created in Oman.

International Series 

Oman at Al Mouj

Golf from February

9-12 to tee off  highly 

anticipated 2023

Asian Tour Oman Golf Association (OGA) 

chairman Mundhir Al Barwani
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Omani Equestrian Festival held 
at Al Rahba Racecourse in Barka

MoC inked on initiative to boost local content in energy sector

MUSCAT: The National Employ-
ment Programme (NEP), Mazoon 
Electricity Company and the 
Industrial Innovation Academy 
on Wednesday signed a memo-
randum of cooperation (MoC) 
to implement an initiative titled 
“Augmenting local content in the 
energy sector”.

The MoC seeks to enhance co-
operation among the three par-
ties to develop and implement re-
quirements of local content in the 
energy sector by empowering Om-
ani small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) operating in the sector.
The MoC provides for allocating 

to the SMEs a number of services 
required by the energy sector, 
along with support and follow-up 
from the Authority for Public Ser-
vices Regulation (APSR).

The signing ceremony was 
held under the auspices of 
Sheikh Dr. Mansoor Talib Al Hi-
nai, Chairman of the APSR, Gen-
eral Supervisor of the NEP. The 
agreement was signed by Eng. 
Azhar Ahmed Al Kindi, Tech-
nical Director of the NEP, Eng. 

Salim Said Al Kamyani, CEO of 
Mazoon Electricity Company, 
and Dr. Ayman Abdullah Al Fud-
haili, CEO of the Industrial In-
novation Academy.

This MoC will achieve a num-
ber of objectives. It will contrib-
ute to enhancing the participa-
tion of the private sector in the 
national economy by providing 
training and employment oppor-
tunities for Omanis, initiating 
training and operational pro-
grammes for Omani jobseekers 
and improving their readiness to 

engage in the labour market and 
boosting the system of self-em-
ployment in the Sultanate.

The MoC will also help local-
ise some energy-related special-
ised jobs, besides supporting 
SMEs and enhancing their con-
tribution to national economy 
based on innovation, in accord-
ance with the objectives and pri-
orities of Oman Vision 2040. Dr. 
Mansoor Al Hinai said that there 
will be a supervisory commit-
tee entrusted with following up 
and implementing the initiative. 

The panel will also be tasked 
with getting the initiative and 
its main objectives endorsed, be-
sides setting a time frame for the 
implementation plan, he added.

The committee will also be en-
trusted with the approval of crite-
ria for listing SMEs, projects and 
services and the percentage of tar-
get contracts set to be allocated to 
selected institutions, addressing 
the challenges facing those insti-
tutions, monitoring and following 
up the progress of work on the ini-
tiative and providing support for 
realising its objectives in accord-
ance with Oman Vision 2040.

Eng. Azhar Al Kindi intro-
duced a visual presentation on 
the initiative. The presentation 
highlighted the initiative and the 
value chains of the global energy 
sector, by comparing it with the 
energy sector in Oman. It also 
showcased the services provided 

at each stage of the supply chain 
and its organizational structure 
with the aim of understanding 
how it works.

Eng. Salim Al Kamyani said
that the company strives to de-
velop the energy sector in Oman 
and upgrade the in-country 
value (ICV) in the sector in line 
with its general trends, notably 
by supporting Omani small and 
medium enterprises.

Dr. Ayman Al Fudhaili, CEO of 
the Industrial Innovation Acad-
emy said that the MoC constitutes 
one of the outcomes of the fi rst 
phase of the Tawreed programme 
undertaken by the Academy as 
part of an agreement with the NEP.

He added that the Academy,
according to this agreement, will 
work in conjunction with Mazoon 
Electricity Company and the NEP 
on following up the allocation of 
target services to the SMEs. -ONA

E M P O W E R I N G  S M E S

PACT: The agreement was signed by Eng. Azhar Ahmed Al Kindi, Technical Director of the NEP,

Eng. Salim Said Al Kamyani, CEO of Mazoon Electricity Company, and Dr. Ayman Abdullah Al 

Fudhaili, CEO of the Industrial Innovation Academy. -ONA

The MoC provides for 

allocating to the SMEs 

a number of services

required by the energy

sector, along with 

support and follow-up 

from the Authority

for Public Services 

Regulation (APSR)
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Sayyid Badr presides over 
Ministerial Council meet

RIYADH: Sayyid Badr Hamad Al 
Busaidi, Foreign Minister, pre-
sided over the 154th session of 
the Ministerial Council in prepa-
ration to the 43rd GCC Summit. 
The session was held at the head-
quarters of the GCC Secretariat 
General in Riyadh on Wednesday 
in the presence of the GCC for-
eign ministers and the GCC Sec-
retary-General.

In his speech, Sayyid Badr af-
fi rmed that the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council is pressing ahead at 
a steady pace as outlined by the
wise visions and directives of the 

GCC leaders, in a manner that re-
alises the aspirations of the GCC 
peoples in all fi elds of cooperation.

The preparatory ministerial 
session for the 43rd GCC Summit 
is full of many fi les of joint Gulf co-
operation, which will be submit-
ted at the meeting of the GCC Su-

preme Council in its 43rd session. 
The prime aim is to enhance

the blessed march of the GCC
Council in a manner that achieves
further progress and develop-
ment for its countries and consol-
idates the foundations of security 
and stability in the region. -ONA

154th Ministerial 

Council session held 

in preparation for 

43rd GCC Summit

MEETING: The session was held at the headquarters of the GCC

Secretariat General in Riyadh on Wednesday in the presence of 

the GCC foreign ministers and the GCC Secretary-General. -ONA
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www.facebook.com/timesofoman 

Plan to combat 

invasive bird

species in Dhofar

MUSCAT: A campaign to com-
bat invasive bird species will be
launched in the Governorate of 
Dhofar next week.

The most invasive birds
are aff ecting the ecosystem of 
Oman and the balance of its
components. 

This came during a media 
meeting at the headquarters of 
the Environment Agency.

The participants at the meet-
ing clarifi ed that invasive bird
called ‘myna’ and the Indian
crow are considered ferocious
and aggressive. 

They feed on the chicks and
eggs of other birds, reptiles, in-
sects and rodents, in addition
to agricultural crops, fruits and
grains. -ONA

C A M P A I G N
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G20 presidency 
big opportunity 
for India: Modi

NEW DELHI: Before the start of 
the Winter Session of the Parlia-
ment, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday said that In-
dia receiving the G20 Presidency 
is a huge opportunity.

Addressing media persons 
before the start of the fi rst day 
of the Winter Session of Parlia-
ment, PM Modi said, “It’s the 
fi rst day of Winter Session. This 
session is important because we 
met before 15th August. 75 years 
of Independence completed on 
15th August and we are going 
ahead in Azadi ka Amrit Kaal. 
We are meeting at a time when 
India has received the opportu-
nity to preside over the G20.”

Global community
“The manner in which India 
has made a space in global com-
munity, the manner in which 
expectations with India have 
risen and the manner in which 
India is increasing its participa-
tion on global platform, at a time 
like this, India receiving the G20 
Presidency is a huge opportu-

nity,” PM Modi said. “This G20 
Summit is not only a diplomatic 
event, but it is also an opportu-
nity to showcase India’s capa-
bility to the world. Such a large 
country, mother of democracy, 
such diversity, such capability-
it’s an opportunity for the world 
to know India and for India to 
show its capability to the world,” 
he added.

Group of 20
The G20 or Group of 20 is an 
intergovernmental forum of the 
world’s major developed and de-
veloping economies. India for-
mally assumed the G20 Presi-
dency on December 1.

Last month, Indonesia handed 
over the G20 presidency to India 
in the presence of PM Modi at the
Bali summit for the coming year.

It comprises Argentina, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India, Indone-
sia, Italy, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, South Africa, Turkey, the UK,
the US, and the European Union.

The winter session of the Par-
liament will begin on Wednesday.
The session will have a total of 17
working days.

The BJP-led Central govern-
ment’s agenda for the winter ses-
sion of Parliament includes 16
new bills. — ANI

This G20 Summit is 

not only a diplomatic 

event, but it is also 

an opportunity to 

showcase India’s 

capability to the 

world, Prime 

Minister Narendra 

Modi said yesterday

Train collision outside
Barcelona injures scores

MADRID: At least 155 people 
have been injured after two trains 
collided on the outskirts of Barce-
lona in Spain, emergency services 
have said. The crash, which oc-
curred took place at a station in 
Spain’s north-eastern Catalonia 
region. Local media reported that 

the trains had been travelling in the same direction and col-
lided while one was parked at the station. Catalan police are 
investigating how the incident occurred. Emergency services 
told reporters at the scene that 155 people had been injured in 
the collision, with 14 passengers transferred to a local medical 
centre for further treatment.

UP is a model for the whole
world, says Melinda Gates
LUCKNOW: Melinda Gates, co-founder of the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), paid a courtesy call 
on Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at his offi  cial residence 
on Wednesday. At a special meeting, between Gates and the 
chief minister, enhancing technical cooperation in the fi elds 
of health, nutrition and agricul-
ture were discussed. Adityanath
tweeted: “Had a wonderful meet-
ing with co-chair and trustee of 
Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, at my offi  cial residence in
Lucknow yesterday. We had a 
fruitful discussion regarding bet-
ter technical cooperation in the
fi eld of health, nutrition, social se-
curity and agriculture in UP.” Dur-
ing their discussion, Gates lauded
the work done by Uttar Pradesh in recent years underlining 
the Covid management and encephalitis control despite a 
dense population. — Agencies

B R I E F S

Rashid Rover to land on Moon on Sunday

DUBAI: The Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC) 
confi rmed the new date for the 
launch attempt of the Emirates 
Lunar Mission.

The inaugural launch of the 
Rashid Rover is now scheduled 
to take place on Sunday, 11th De-
cember, 2022, at 11:38 Gulf Stand-
ard Time (GST), or 02:38 Eastern 
US Time.

The initial launch attempt was 
postponed, allowing SpaceX to 
perform additional pre-fl ight 
checks of the launch vehicle. Once 
launched, the integrated space-
craft will take a low-energy route 
to the moon rather than a direct 
approach, which means the land-
ing will take about fi ve months 
after launch, in April 2023.

— WAM

M O H A M M E D  B I N  R A S H I D  S P A C E  C E N T R E

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. — ANI

PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ARRIVES IN RIYADH
At the invitation of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, His Excellency President Xi 

Jinping of the People’s Republic of China arrived in Riyadh on Wednesday evening, on a state visit to the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia. Upon his arrival at King Khalid International Airport, the President of China was received by Prince Faisal bin Bandar 

bin Abdulaziz, Governor of Riyadh Region; Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdullah, Minister of Foreign Aff airs; Yasir Othman Al-

Rumayyan, Governor of the Public Investment Fund, who is also the accompanying Minister; Saudi Ambassador to the People’s 

Republic of China Abdulrahman bin Ahmed Al-Harbi; and Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia Chen Weiqing. — SPA



PERSISTENCE PAYS 
OFF FOR MOROCCO 
HERO BOUNOU

DOHA: An unused substitute for
the Atlas Lions back at Russia 
2018, few could have predicted
back then that Yassine Bounou
would be performing heroics for
Morocco at Qatar 2022.

Born in Montreal after his
parents immigrated to Canada,
before later returning to Moroc-
co, ‘Bono’ started his pro career
with Wydad Casablanca, where
he broke into the fi rst team aged
19. In 2012, he signed for Atletico
Madrid, spending two seasons
turning out for the club’s B team.

Having previously played
in the national team set-up at
youth level, Bounou made his
debut with Morocco’s senior
side in 2013 in a match against
Burkina Faso, with his perfor-
mance underlining his up-and-
coming status to Moroccan fans.

Starved of opportunities
to break into the fi rst team at
Atletico, Bounou left the club
permanently in 2016 in favour of 
Girona, on the back of loan spells
at Real Zaragoza during the
2014/15 and 15/16 campaigns.

Russia 2018: Second
fi ddle to Munir
Settling well with Girona and

helping the club win promotion 
to Spain’s top fl ight, a promis-
ing season in La Liga in 2017/18 
saw Bounou make the Moroccan 
squad at Russia 2018.

Then coached by Herve 
Renard, the French supremo 
opted instead to make Munir 
Mohamedi, Numancia goal-
keeper at the time, Morocco’s 
fi rst-choice between the sticks.

Indeed, Bounou did not play 
a single minute as Morocco 
were eliminated from the group 
stage after games against Iran, 
Portugal and Spain. However, 
as fate would have it, the gifted 
shotstopper would work his way 
into a much better position four 
years later.

An example of
perseverance
Thanks to his outstanding form 
with Girona, Bounou was given 
the opportunity to start with 
Morocco at the CAF Africa Cup 
of Nations in Egypt in 2019, and 
seemed he was going to fi rmly 
establish his position as the 
Atlas Lions’ No 1.

Changes were also on the 
horizon at club level, with 
Bounou moving to Sevilla from 
Girona, relegated to the second 
division, initially on loan. Yet 
his route to a starting role was 
blocked by the brilliant perfor-
mances of Czech keeper Tomas 
Vaclik.

An injury to the latter 
eventually gave Bounou his 
chance, the talented custodian 
seizing the opportunity to play 
a full part in the Andalusian 
club winning the 2019/20 
UEFA Europa League.

Having underlined his cre-
dentials for a starting spot with 
Los Nervionenses, he continued 
to shine for the club and was 
also Morocco’s No1 at the 2021 
AFCON in Cameroon. What 
is more, during the 2020/21 
season he won the coveted Ri-
cardo Zamora trophy in La Liga, 
awarded to the goalkeeper with 

the lowest ratio of goals per game 
conceded over the campaign.

Qatar 2022: Fate 
on Bounou’s side
“I think we have to learn from 
our experience at Russia 2018,” 
said Bounou, in an interview 
with FIFA+ ahead of Qatar 2022. 
“We have to be fully ready to play 
these games and qualify [for the 
knockout stages].”

And after years of relentless 
striving to nail down his position 
as Morocco’s main man, and fol-
lowing a host of ups and downs 
at club level, Bounou appears 
destined to perform heroics for 
the Atlas Lions at Qatar 2022.

Drawn in a difficult Group 
F along with Croatia, Belgium 
and Canada, coach Walid 
Regragui started Bounou in 
two group matches, with the 
custodian missing out on one 
match due to injury. Regragui’s 
charges topped the sec-
tion to make the last 16, thus 
equalling the historic feats of 
the 1986 generation.

Their next challengers were 
2010 champions Spain, with a 
place in the history books at stake 
for Bounou and his team-mates 
in case of a win. After the match 
had ended in a goalless draw 
after normal and extra time, with 
Bounou required to save his team 
more than once, the game went 
to a penalty shootout.

There Bounou took centre-
stage, saving spot-kicks from 
Carlos Soler and Sergio Busquets 
after Pablo Sarabia had clanked 
Spain’s fi rst attempt off  the post 
- with Bounou also having gone 
the right way for that eff ort.

So, thanks in part to Bounou’s 
memorable saves, Morocco 
made the World Cup quarter-fi -
nals for the fi rst time in their his-
tory. The 31-year-old goalkeeper 
has proved himself an example 
of perseverance, having achieved 
his dream and helped write a new 
chapter that Moroccan football 
fans will never forget. – FIFA+
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Having taken the

long route to the 

top for club and 

country, goalkeeper

Yassine Bounou

helped Morocco

make history at the 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 

2022 on Tuesday

S P A I N ’ S  E X I T

DOHA: Luis Enrique believes it 
is “not the right time” to discuss 
his future after Spain slumped 
to a shock FIFA World Cup exit 
against Morocco, saying he could 
yet stay on as La Roja’s head coach.

Spain arrived in Qatar as one of 
the tournament favourites but suf-
fered a second consecutive last-16 
elimination via a penalty shoot-
out after a 1-1 draw at Education 
City Stadium.

Pablo Sarabia, Carlos Soler and 
Sergio Busquets all failed to con-
vert as Morocco ran out 3-0 win-
ners in the shoot-out, with the lat-
ter duo seeing their eff orts saved 
by Yassine Bounou.

Spain have now lost four of 
their fi ve penalty shoot-outs at the 
World Cup, more than any other 
side in the history of the tourna-
ment, with their latest loss throw-
ing the future of Luis Enrique 
– whose contract is set to expire 
after the competition – into doubt.

Asked whether he would stay 

on after the game, he responded: 
“I cannot tell you, I don’t know 
this decision. This is not the right 
time to discuss my future, it’s not 
relevant. My contract is going to 
end, but I am very happy with the 
national team, with the federation, 
and I have always had great sup-
port from [Jose Francisco] Mo-
lina, who is the sporting director.

“I could always carry on. I need
to have peace of mind to decide 
what’s best for me and the team.”

The Spain coach also stood by 
his players, and his philosophy, fol-
lowing their World Cup exit. Spain 
racked up 1019 passes over 120 
minutes of domination but a glar-
ing lack of cutting edge stunted 
their attempts to fi nd a goal with 
the game going to a penalty shoot-
out in which Pablo Sarabia, Car-
los Soler and Sergio Busquets all 
missed.

Luis Enrique insisted he was
happy with the way his team 
played and stood by his style of 
football. “We dominated but 
lacked a goal,” he said. “We cre-
ated chances, we were progressive 
but we met an opponent who per-
formed to a high level.

“We could’ve created more and
been more effi  cient but I was hap-
py with my team. They represent 
me and represent my style and I 
can only praise them.”– FIFA+

Enrique defends philosophy,
delays decision on his future
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DOHA: Portugal boast one of 
the most international of follow-
ings at the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022. Cheering them on as they 
overpowered Switzerland 6-1  in
a round of 16 clash on Tuesday 
were Indians, Japanese, Koreans,
Macedonians, Italians, Canadi-
ans, Americans and Mexicans,
who mixed their national-team
colours with those of the Iberian
side, many of them wearing the
famous No 7 jersey.

There is no question that 
Cristiano Ronaldo is a big rea-
son why Portugal are a hit with
fans around the world. So it must
have come as quite a surprise to
many in the crowd at Lusail Sta-
dium when they found that coach
Fernando Santos had chosen
Goncalo Ramos to lead the attack
instead of the great man, who was
relegated to the bench.

Could the 21-year-old cope 
with the pressure? Here he was, 

making the fi rst World Cup start
of his career, in place of the only 
man in history to score at fi ve
editions of the tournament,
spearheading the front line of 
a side trying to reach the last
eight for only the third time ever,
a side that had lost its last two
last-16 ties.

It did not take the youngster
long to answer that question, 17
minutes in fact. 

Receiving possession inside
the area, the centre-forward
showed he knew where the goal
was by switching the ball from
right foot to left and thundering 
a shot measured at 106 km/h
past Yann Sommer and into the
roof of the net.

It was a goal that brought the
fans, who had come to see Ronal-
do, to their feet, their only sight of 

the legend so far coming when he
appeared on the big screen dur-
ing the playing of the Portuguese
national anthem.

Emerging into the limelight 
from shadows cast by more
illustrious team-mates is noth-
ing new for Ramos. 

When he shared attacking 
duties at Benfica with Darwin
Nunez, the Portuguese occu-
pied a more withdrawn role. But
now that the Uruguayan has left
for Liverpool, Ramos is playing 
closer to goal and thriving.

Ramos does not shy away 
from comparisons with Thomas
 Muller, with whom he shares a 

goal celebration that has earned 
the rising Portuguese star the 
nickname Pistoleiro (“Gunfi ght-
er”). 

The striker has even said 
in the past that he has things 
in common with the Germany 
star, further proof that he is not 
overawed by the big names.

The No 26 struck two more 
in the second half, pointing the 
way in a 6-1 win for a side that 
had not scored more than twice 
in a World Cup knockout-phase 
game since the match for third 
place at England 1966.

His hat-trick was also the fi rst 
in the tournament’s knockout 

rounds since Italy 1990.
“Not even in my wildest 

dreams did I imagine I’d score 
three goals in my fi rst World Cup 
knockout match,” said the man 
of the moment in the post-match 
press conference.

Fernando Santos did not dis-
appoint the fans who had come 
to see Ronaldo and had begun 
to chant his name 15 minutes 
into the second half, bringing the 
No 7 on and giving Ramos a de-
served rest.

They left Lusail Stadium 
happy, having seen their hero in 
action. But never will they forget 
that they also saw the Goncalo 
Ramos Show.

Portugal will face Morocco in 
their quarter-fi nal at Al Thuma-
ma Stadium on Saturday.

– FIFA+

FIFA WORLD CUP

Coming into the

Portugal starting

line-up at the

expense of Cristiano

Ronaldo for

Tuesday’s last-16 tie

against Switzerland, 

Goncalo Ramos was

the star of the show 

in their 6-1 win

PORTUGAL

DOHA: Portugal coach Fernando 
Santos insists his relationship with 
Cristiano Ronaldo is unchanged 
despite dropping the captain for 
Tuesday’s 6-1 win over Switzer-
land at the FIFA World Cup.

Ronaldo was benched after 
Santos expressed his disap-
pointment with the striker’s 
attitude following his substitu-
tion during last week’s defeat to 
South Korea.

Santos said on Monday the 
matter had been resolved in-
ternally, but Ronaldo was then 
dropped to the bench for the 
clash at Lusail Stadium, start-
ing a major-tournament match 
among the substitutes for the 
fi rst time since 2008 (31 games).

A fan poll on the website of 
Portuguese newspaper A Bola 
suggested 70 per cent of Portu-
gal fans wanted Ronaldo out of 
the team, and the Portuguese 
went on to produce one of their 
best performances at a major 
tournament in years.

Goncalo Ramos replaced 
Ronaldo in the attack and had 
a hand in four goals, including 
a hat-trick, but Santos did not 
commit to keeping faith in the 
Benfi ca prospect for the quar-
ter-fi nal against Morocco.

Santos told reporters: “That’s 
still something that has to be 

defi ned [who starts in the next
game]. I already answered in 
yesterday’s press conference 
[regarding Ronaldo]; there is no 
problem between us.

“I have a strong relationship
with him, I always have. I have
known him since he was young 
and at Sporting, and then it
started to develop in the national
team. This relationship only de-
veloped. We’ve been friends for
many years, things don’t aff ect us.

“I already explained every-
thing was resolved. I said that
and I repeat that now. This is
something that’s fi nished and 
resolved. How he came in with a 
lot of will, he set an example as a 
great captain.”

In scoring his hat-trick, Ra-
mos became the fi rst player
to net three times on his fi rst 

World Cup start since Miroslav 
Klose in 2002.

Similarly, it only took him 17 
minutes to do what Ronaldo has 
never managed: score in a World 
Cup knockout game. For most, 
Ramos starting the quarter-
fi nal clash would be a simple 
decision to make, but Santos 
intends to keep people guessing.

“Obviously I have my ways to 
observes things, I always have,” 
he continued. 

“The players we have in this 
position obviously have many 
diff erent characteristics. Andre 
[Silva] plays more advanced, 
Cristiano is more fi xed, he plays 
in a determined area. Goncalo is 
dynamic.

“That’s what he ended up 
showing us, but it was nothing 
new because he came on in two 
other games. I have three play-
ers I fully trust and for each 
match I will use what I think is 
the right strategy, as I have al-
ways done in my career.”

It was a truly rampant perfor-
mance, though Santos was par-
ticularly pleased that his team 
did not get carried away with 
the euphoria. “It’s exactly what 
I said [to the players]; when we 
are euphoric, I think we can go 
beyond what we should do in a 
match.” – FIFA+

Everything is resolved 
with Ronaldo: Santos

Cristiano Ronaldo was

dropped for Portugal’s 

demolition of Switzerland,

but Fernando Santos is 

adamant they remain on

good terms
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS
The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by February 2023
reaching $75, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil fell by $3
from the price of Tuesday, which was 
$78. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,723.75 points, 
up by 1.41 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up by 0.59 
per cent at 468.70 points. SMN Power 
Holding, up 18.92 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Al Hassan Engineering, 
down 33.33 per cent, was the top loser.

OQ acquires 
Exolum’s stake 
in OQ Logistics 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Represented by the
Refi neries and Petroleum Indus-
tries sector, OQ has acquired the
40 per cent stake of Spanish com-
pany Exolum in OQ Logistics fi rm.

Through this acquisition, OQ 
Refi neries and Petroleum In-
dustries now holds 100 per cent
shareholding in OQ Logistics.

This is considered a signifi cant
step forward in the integration of 
the logistics infrastructure and
regularisation of the business
framework, which contributes to
the growth of the petroleum in-
dustries’ logistic services sector. 

OQ Refi neries and Petroleum
industries (formerly Orpic)
signed an agreement to establish
OQ Logistics in 2014, in partner-
ship with the Spanish Company 
Logistica De Hidrocarburos CLH
holding a 40 per cent stake to
build and operate a pipeline to
transport multiple oil products
in both directions linking the
two OQ refi neries in Muscat and
Sohar other and linking them
to a major storage facility in Al
Jifnain area.

OQ Logistics owns Al Jifnain
terminals in the Governorate of 
Muscat, which is the largest ter-
minal for storing and distribut-
ing refi ned petroleum products
in Oman, with a storage capac-
ity of 170,000 cubic metres of oil
derivatives, along with pipelines
connecting Muscat - Sohar, MAF
to Jifnain and Jifnain to Muscat
Airport to transport refi ned pe-
troleum fuel products.

Hilal Al Kharusi, Chief Execu-
tive of Commercial & Downstream
commented, “We would like to
take this opportunity to thank our
partner Exolum for their contri-
bution in jointly developing OQ 
Logistics and we are confi dent of 
Exolum’s future growth and pros-

pects. OQ intends to integrate its
portfolio of refi ned petroleum
business while also developing 
a strategic fuel reserve on behalf 
of the government to ensure con-
tinuous and sustainable delivery 
to the customers. With this acqui-
sition, OQ now works to meet its
strategic objective to consolidate
and integrate OQ Logistics with
other OQ logistics assets, creat-
ing a larger platform for logistics
infrastructure business in Oman
followed by establishing a contrac-
tual and commercial framework
to then monetize the consolidated
entity through an initial public of-
fering (IPO). This would create
an opportunity for a logistic infra-
structure asset in Oman listing in
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX).”

Jorge Lanza, Chief Executive
offi  cer of Exolum said, “It has 
been an honour for Exolum to 
participate in this project, which 
was also our fi rst foray into inter-
national markets. This joint ven-
ture with OQ opened the door to 
new business opportunities out-
side Spain and, partly thanks to it; 
Exolum is now present in the UK, 
Netherlands, Germany, Ireland, 
Panama, Ecuador and Peru. From 
the outset, we were confi dent that 
this project would be innovative, 
contributing signifi cantly to the 
country’s prosperity, and that it 
would bring signifi cant improve-
ments to the petroleum products 
industry thanks to the experience 
and extensive track record of our 
almost 100-year-old company.”

Through this 

acquisition, OQ

Refi neries and

Petroleum Industries 

now holds 100 per 

cent shareholding in

OQ Logistics

Times News Service

MUSCAT:  In a move set
to harness the expertise of 
Omani and global organisa-
tions in search of a greener 
future, OQ Alternative
Energy (OQAE) has signed 
a Memorandum of Coop-
eration (MoC) with Asyad 
Group, A.P. Moller-Maersk
and Sumitomo Corporation 
Middle East FZE (SCME)
to conduct a joint feasibility 
study of green fuel bunker-
ing in Oman.

The MoC, confi rmed on 
the sidelines of the Green 
Hydrogen Summit Oman
2022, signals the intention
to explore the commercial 
and technical viability of e-
ammonia and/or e-methanol 
bunkering at the port of 

Duqm and/or Salalah, for 
bunkering operations in 
Oman ports and potentially 
to other export markets.

Two phases
The study will be split into 
two phases: the fi rst will
focus on the project’s com-
mercial viability, while the 
second will examine green 
fuel ship-to-ship bunkering 
operations and green fuel 
loading operations in Oman
ports. The second phase will
also establish an accurate
and realistic timeframe for
commencing green fuel bun-
kering operations in Oman, 
taking into consideration
the technical readiness of 
critical green fuel-related 
equipment and the regula-
tory framework required.

OQ Alternative Energy to explore 
green fuel bunkering in Oman

Workshop on regulatory frameworks 

of crowdfunding platforms organised

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Capital Market 
Authority (CMA) participated 
in a workshop titled ‘Regulatory 
Frameworks of Crowdfunding 
Platforms, Regional and Interna-
tional Experiences’ organised by 
the Arab Monetary Fund.

The workshop aimed to high-
light the realities and prospects of 
crowdfunding platforms in the Arab 
world and to exchange expertise re-
lated to the regulatory frameworks 
of crowdfunding platform based on 
best regional and global practices 
through working papers presented 
by specialists and researchers from 

the member counties. 
CMA participated by working 

on papers on its crowdfunding 
platforms experience presented 
by Musab Mohammed Al Lawati, 
Director of Supervision and Com-
pliance who supervised the regu-
lation of the crowdfunding plat-
forms activity.

C A P I T A L  M A R K E T  A U T H O R I T Y

RBI hikes repo 
rate by 35 basis
points to 6.25% 

NEW DELHI: Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) Governor Shak-
tikanta Das announced the
Monetary Policy Committee’s
decision of hiking repo rate by 
35 basis points to 6.25 per cent. 

The infl ation trajectory has
largely evolved in line with the
outlook given by us in June 2022,
Shaktikanta Das said, adding that
going forward, food infl ation is
likely to moderate with the usual
winter softening and the likeli-
hood of a bountiful rabi harvest.

However, the governor said
pressure points remained in the
form of prices of cereals, milk
and spices in the near-term.
He added that the main risk
was that core infl ation (CPI ex-
cluding food and fuel) remains
sticky and elevated. “Overall,
the CPI price momentum re-
mains high.”

On RBI’s infl ation target, he
said global commodity prices,
including crude oil, have under-
gone some downward correc-
tion, but uncertainty continues
to surround the near-term out-
look in view of the prolonging 
geo-political hostilities. -ANI

R E S E R V E  B A N K  O F  I N D I A
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,723.75 points, up by 
1.41 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up
by 0.59 per cent at 468.70 points.
SMN Power Holding, up 18.92
per cent, was the top gainer while
Al Hassan Engineering, down
33.33 per cent, was the top loser.
Shares of Bank Muscat were the
most active in terms of the num-
ber of shares traded while Oman
Telecom were the most active in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 690 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR11.49 million,
with more than 35.72 million
shares changing hands. Out of 50
traded securities, 25 advanced,
13 declined, and 12 remained un-
changed. At the session close, do-
mestic investors were net sellers
for OMR814,000 while foreign
investors were net buyers for
OMR707,000, followed by GCC &

Arab investors for OMR107,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,655.10 points, up 1.25 per cent.
Prices of Oman & Emirates In-
vestment, Oman Qatar Insurance,
Muscat Finance, Ahli Bank, and
Bank Dhofar were up by 5.71 per
cent, 5.56 per cent, 3.33 per cent,
2.61 per cent and 2.53 per cent
respectively. Prices of Al Sharqia 
Investment, Al Anwar Investment
and Al Madina Takaful were down
by 3.64 per cent, 1.33 per cent and
1.19 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,040.24 points, down 0.08 per
cent. Prices of Gulf Mushroom
Products and Oman Cement
were up by 3.64 per cent and 1.34
per cent respectively. Prices of 
Al Hassan Engineering, National
Aluminium, Al Maha Ceramics
and Raysut Cement were down by 
33.33 per cent, 8.11 per cent, 1.79
per cent and 0.94 per cent respec-
tively. — United Securities

SMN Power Holding, up 18.92 per cent, was

the top gainer while Al Hassan Engineering, 

down 33.33 per cent, was the top loser

SHOP 
NOW
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MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM ...............................................1,347 ............... 1,238........................2 ........... 0.900 ...........0.940 ...........0.900 .......... 0.940.............0.896 ........... 0.044 ............. 4.911 ................0.940 ............ 0.900...................0.940 ............... 0.100 ..... 64,860,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ..................................................................... 2,216,716....... 931,663..................... 35 ............0.410 ...........0.424 ...........0.410 ........... 0.424 ............. 0.410.............0.014............. 3.415 ................0.424..............0.422...................0.422 ............... 0.100 ...276,000,354
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ...........................................65,084 .............14,399........................8 ............0.218 ...........0.222 ...........0.218 ........... 0.222............. 0.215............ 0.007 ............. 3.256 ................0.222..............0.219...................0.225 ............... 0.100 ...... 13,587,349
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER................................................. 500,537 .........225,592..................... 35 ........... 0.448 ...........0.460 ...........0.448........... 0.460 .............0.448 ............0.012 ............. 2.679 ................0.460..............0.452...................0.460 ............... 0.100 ... 108,748,600
OM0000002200...........  AHLI BANK .................................................................. 2,371,663 ...... 372,184........................7 ............0.156 ........... 0.157 ...........0.156 ............0.157 ............. 0.153 ............ 0.004............. 2.614 ................0.157 .............. 0.157...................0.160................ 0.100 ...306,096,222
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ...................................... 4,001,003....1,167,221..................... 48 ........... 0.288........... 0.295 ...........0.288........... 0.295 .............0.288 ........... 0.007 ............. 2.431 ................0.295..............0.293...................0.296 ............... 0.100 ....479,654,175
OM0000001749............  OMAN CEMENT ........................................................ 310,000 ........... 93,600........................5 ........... 0.300 ...........0.302 ...........0.300 .......... 0.302 .............0.298 ........... 0.004............. 1.342 ................0.302..............0.302...................0.302 ............... 0.100 ......99,923,558
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK.................................................... 3,457,869 ...... 362,871..................... 10 ............0.104........... 0.105 ...........0.104........... 0.105 .............0.104 ............0.001 ............. 0.962 ................0.105 .............. 0.105...................0.106................ 0.100 ... 481,956,540
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM...................................................... 4,360,997 ..3,925,767................... 123 ........... 0.900...........0.908 ...........0.888 ........... 0.908.............0.900 ........... 0.008............. 0.889 ................0.908............. 0.900...................0.908 ............... 0.100 ...681,000,000
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  8,410,484...2,508,128....................117........... 0.294 ...........0.302 ...........0.294 .......... 0.296 .............0.294 ........... 0.002............. 0.680 ................0.296..............0.296...................0.296 ............... 0.100 2,221,893,530
OM0000001087............  OMAN UNITED INSUR...........................................R  186,372.............49,746........................6 ........... 0.265 ........... 0.267 ...........0.265........... 0.267 .............0.267 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.267..............0.267...................0.265................ 0.100 ..... 26,700,000
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................  158,000 ...........20,540..................... 10............0.130........... 0.130 ...........0.130........... 0.130 ............. 0.130............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.130.............. 0.127...................0.130 ................ 0.100 ......30,810,000
OM0000001707 ............  OMAN CABLES INDSTR ............................................R 8,000 ............ 12,640........................3 ............1.580 ........... 1.580 ...........1.580........... 1.580 ............. 1.580............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................1.580 ............. 0.000...................1.580................ 0.100 ....141,726,000
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ............................................ 181,517 ............64,994........................9 ........... 0.354........... 0.386 ...........0.354........... 0.358 .............0.358 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.386 ..............0.386...................0.386................ 0.100 ......78,760,000
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ........................................... 30,000 ...............6,060........................2 ........... 0.202 ...........0.202 ...........0.202 .......... 0.202.............0.202 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.202 ............. 0.198...................0.202 ............... 0.100 ......25,229,388
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG............................................................ 5,485 .................. 598........................ 1 ............0.109 ........... 0.109 ...........0.109 ........... 0.109 ............. 0.110 ............-0.001 ........... -0.909 ...............0.109..............0.108...................0.109 ................ 0.100 ......15,260,000
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ......................................................234 .................. 103........................ 1 ........... 0.440 ...........0.440 ...........0.440 .......... 0.440.............0.448 ...........-0.008 ............-1.786 ................0.440..............0.442...................0.448 ............... 0.100 .....24,200,000
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. .........................................................10,714 .................. 739........................2 ........... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ...........0.069........... 0.069.............0.072 ...........-0.003 ........... -4.167 ...............0.069 ..............0.069...................0.073................ 0.100 ........6,210,000
Total ..................................18 ......................................................................................... 26,276,022 9,758,083.................. 424 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH.....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID..................... LAST OFFER.............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .....................................4,723.75 .............. 4,648.34 ....................4,723.75 ...................4,658.29 ................. 65.46 ................... 1.41
FINANCIAL INDEX ........................... 7,658.72 ...............7,544.33 ....................7,655.10 ................... 7,560.55 ................. 94.55 ................... 1.25
Industry Index ...................................... 6,072.50 .............. 6,034.82 ...................6,040.24 ...................6,045.35 ................... -5.11 .................. -0.08
Services Index .......................................1,565.86 ...............1,540.59 ....................1,565.86 ................... 1,540.59 ................. 25.27 ................... 1.64
MSX Shariah Index ................................. 469.19 ..................465.93 .......................468.70 ...................... 465.94 .................... 2.76 ................... 0.59
MSX TR INDEX................................... 5,962.24 ...............5,867.05 ...................5,962.24 ....................5,879.61 ................. 82.62................... 1.41
FINANCIAL TR IDX...........................8,013.99 .............. 7,894.30 ................... 8,010.20 ....................7,911.27 ................. 98.94 ................... 1.25
SERVICES TR IDX..............................1,650.08 ...............1,623.45 ................... 1,650.08 ................... 1,623.45 ................. 26.63 ................... 1.64
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX.......................6,322.22 .............. 6,282.99 ................... 6,288.63 ...................6,293.96 .................. -5.32 .................. -0.08

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal.........Sec. Traded
35,724,440............... 11,492,363 .................... 690 .............. 23,648,689,402 ................25 ......................13 .................... 12 .........................50

OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ......................................... 186,900 .............. 8,196..................... 10 ........... 0.040 ...........0.044 ...........0.040 .......... 0.044.............0.037 ........... 0.007............ 18.919 ...............0.044 .............0.041...................0.044 ............... 0.100 ........ 8,783,966
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. .............................................60,986 ...............4,457........................5 ........... 0.074 ........... 0.074 ...........0.072........... 0.074 .............0.070 ........... 0.004..............5.714.................0.074 .............. 0.071...................0.074................ 0.100 .........9,018,750
OM0000006979 ...........  OMAN QATAR INSUR..............................................  801,201 ......... 152,270......................19 ............0.170 ........... 0.195 ...........0.165 ........... 0.190 ............. 0.180 ............0.010............. 5.556 ................0.190 ..............0.190...................0.195................ 0.100 ......19,000,000
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ...................................................1,128 .................. 254........................3 ........... 0.225 ...........0.230 ...........0.225........... 0.228.............0.220 ........... 0.008 ............. 3.636 ................0.228............. 0.220...................0.228 ............... 0.100 ........9,486,002
OM0000001178 ............  MUSCAT GASES ............................................................8,000 ...................891........................4 ............0.111 ........... 0.115............ 0.111 ............0.115 ............. 0.111............ 0.004 ............. 3.604 ................ 0.115 .............. 0.112................... 0.115................ 0.100 ........3,450,000
OM0000007084 ...........  MCT DESALINATE.....................................................46,682 ...............5,364........................9 ............0.114 ........... 0.115............ 0.114 ............0.115 ............. 0.111............ 0.004 ............. 3.604 ................ 0.115 .............. 0.110................... 0.115................ 0.100 ...... 17,888,296
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE.................................................... 59,625 ...............3,548........................8 ........... 0.059........... 0.062 ...........0.059 ........... 0.062.............0.060 ........... 0.002............. 3.333 ................0.062.............. 0.061...................0.062 ............... 0.100 ......19,043,072
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR...........................................................R  1,366,836 ..... 220,340......................13 ............0.155 ........... 0.163 ...........0.155 ........... 0.162 ............. 0.158............ 0.004............. 2.532 ................0.162 .............. 0.162...................0.165 ................ 0.100 ...485,408,933
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER...................................................... 80,900 ...............3,398........................3 ........... 0.042...........0.042 ...........0.042 .......... 0.042............. 0.041 ............0.001 ............. 2.439 ................0.042............. 0.040...................0.042 ............... 0.100 ...... 61,429,261
OM0000006920 ...........  VISION INSURANCE............................................... 352,000 ........... 39,424......................16 ............0.112 ........... 0.112............ 0.112............0.112 ............. 0.110............ 0.002 ..............1.818................. 0.112 .............. 0.112................... 0.112................ 0.100 ......11,200,000
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ...................................................  131,230 ............... 8,199........................6 ........... 0.062 ........... 0.065 ...........0.062........... 0.065 .............0.064 ............0.001 ............. 1.563 ................0.065 ..............0.064...................0.066................ 0.100 ..... 22,694,387
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  747,359 ..........120,303......................14............0.160 ........... 0.162 ...........0.160........... 0.162 ............. 0.160 ........... 0.002 ............. 1.250 ................0.162 .............. 0.162................... 0.174 ................ 0.100 ...324,050,672
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A  457,740............ 43,375......................19........... 0.094 ........... 0.095 ...........0.094........... 0.095.............0.094 ............0.001 ............. 1.064 ................0.095 ..............0.095...................0.096................ 0.100 ....212,510,538
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS .................................................................770 .....................77........................2........... 0.100........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 .............0.099 ............0.001............. 1.010 ................0.100..............0.100...................0.100................ 0.100 ........8,500,000
OM0000008868 ...........  THE PEARL REIF ........................................................10,000 ............... 1,170........................2............0.117 ........... 0.117............ 0.117 ............0.117 ............. 0.116 .............0.001 ............. 0.862 ................ 0.117 ...............0.117................... 0.118 ................ 0.100 ...... 49,698,115
OM0000001426............  OMAN REFRESHMENT.................................................707 ................1,131........................ 1 ............1.600 ........... 1.600 ...........1.600 ........... 1.600 ............. 1.600 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................1.600 ..............1.600...................0.000 ............... 0.100 .....80,000,000
OM0000001566 ............  OMAN FISHERIES ......................................................15,000 ............... 1,482........................4 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ...........0.098........... 0.098.............0.098 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.098 ..............0.098...................0.100................ 0.100 ...... 17,843,683
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER. ............................................... 3,349,650 ...... 595,852..................... 35 ............0.176 ........... 0.178 ...........0.176............0.176 ............. 0.176 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.176 .............. 0.175...................0.178 ................ 0.100 ...... 35,725,614
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ..................................................... 24,400 ...............2,586........................7 ............0.107 ........... 0.107 ...........0.105 ........... 0.105 ............. 0.106 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.943 ...............0.105 .............. 0.105...................0.106 ................ 0.100 ..... 21,000,000
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ....................................................14,966 ............... 1,247........................4 ........... 0.084 ...........0.084 ...........0.083........... 0.083 .............0.084 ...........-0.001 ............-1.190 ................0.083..............0.082...................0.088................ 0.100 ......14,525,000
OM0000001772............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT .................................... 113,450...............8,395........................4 ........... 0.074........... 0.074 ...........0.074 ........... 0.074 .............0.075 ...........-0.001 ............-1.333................0.074 ..............0.073...................0.082 ............... 0.100 ..... 14,800,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER.................................................R 80,155 ...............2,325........................7 ........... 0.030 ...........0.030 ...........0.029........... 0.029.............0.030 ...........-0.001 ........... -3.333 ...............0.029..............0.029...................0.029 ............... 0.100 .......19,571,735
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ................................................R 150,350 ............. 4,360..................... 10 ........... 0.029...........0.030 ...........0.029........... 0.029 .............0.030 ...........-0.001 ........... -3.333 ...............0.029..............0.029...................0.029 ............... 0.100 .......20,717,784
OM0000001319 ............  ALUMINIUM PROD. ...................................................12,000 .................. 821........................2 ........... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ...........0.068........... 0.068.............0.074 ...........-0.006........... -8.108 ...............0.068 ..............0.069...................0.075................ 0.100 ........2,282,859
OM0000002572 ...........  OMAN OIL MARKETING........................................... 1,000 ..................900........................ 1 ........... 0.900...........0.900 ...........0.900 .......... 0.900 .............1.000 ...........-0.100.......... -10.000 ..............0.900 ............ 0.000...................1.000................ 0.100 ...... 55,147,500
Total ..................................25 ........................................................................................ 8,073,035 ...1,230,364...................208 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

CMA introduces online 

customer dissatisfaction 

monitoring service 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Capital Market
Authority (CMA) has recently in-
troduced customer dissatisfaction
monitoring service to facilitate in-
teraction with the consumers and
the general public to accelerate
work and ensure rendering quality 
service continuously. 

The online service monitors
customers’ dissatisfaction of the
services rendered to the public
and identifi es the departments
and sections at issue.

Remedial action
The service allows the consum-
ers to fi le complaints related to
the services provided by any of 
the sector, departments or sec-
tions of the CMA to know the
obstacles and put in place reme-
dial action to ensure solving the

problems further to improving 
the quality of the services. 

The move comes to materialise
the objects of sectors specifi ed in
the CMA’s strategy for the period
2021-2025 such as enhancing the
effi  ciency of the performance in
line with the priorities of the na-
tional vision. 

CMA asserts that it will con-
tinue upgrading all online ser-
vices related to interaction with
the public via its website and
smart phone application to ease
the services provided by the In-
stitutional Services Department
to the public. CMA currently 
provides thirteen services on-
line contributing to enhancing 
communication with the insur-
ance policyholders, investors and
stakeholders, further to facilitat-
ing the procedures to save time
and eff ort in the work process.

C A P I T A L  M A R K E T  A U T H O R I T Y

Pacts inked to provide more fi nancing to extend 

broadband network coverage across Oman

MUSCAT: Oman Broadband has 
announced the signing of long-
term fi nancing agreements worth 
OMR171 million and spanning 15 
years with several banks in Oman. 

The agreements aim to refi -
nance the loan of the Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
for infrastructure investment, 
and for the provision of additional 
fi nancing to support the expan-
sion of Omani fi bre optic network 
coverage across the Sultanate of 
Oman’s governorates.

The agreements will also help to 
bridge the digital urban/rural di-
vide, which is in line with Oman’s 
National Broadband Strategy. 

The long-term fi nancing project 
takes the form of a mix of tradi-
tional and Islamic fi nancing pro-
vided by a number of local banks, 
including Bank Muscat, Ahli Bank, 
Sohar International Bank, Bank 
Dhofar, National Bank of Oman, 
Sohar Islamic Bank, Ahli Islamic 
Bank, and Maisarah Islamic Bank.

Commenting on the agreement 
signing, Eng. Said Abdullah Al 
Manthari, Head of the Board of Di-
rectors at Oman Broadband said: 
“The signing of these agreements 
between the company and several 
local banks refl ects the mutual 
trust, collaborative eff orts, and 
long-term strategic partnership 
between both parties.

“Through these agreements, 

we foresee future growth pros-
pects in strengthening plans for
digital transformation, and the
acceleration of its implementa-
tion throughout all governorates
in Oman.” 

He also emphasised that the
agreements refl ect how confi dent
the fi nancial institutions are in
terms of the company’s opera-
tional and fi nancial performance –

especially after the company man-
aged to complete the fi rst phase of 
the development plan very eff ec-
tively and in record time.

Moreover, he pointed out that 
the agreements refl ect the value 
that the company has achieved 
and delivered locally in Oman, by 
involving SMEs and Omani com-
petencies in implementing its op-
erational plans. -ONA

O M A N  B R O A D B A N D

GCC outlook deteriorates on weaker global demand

Times News Service

MUSCAT: With a global recession
expected for early next year, oil
production cuts and rising borrow-
ing costs, the 2023 GDP growth
forecast for the Middle East has
been revised down to 2.7 per cent.

However, regional growth
is still expected to perform at
over twice the pace of the world
economy, according to the latest
Economic Insight report for the
Middle East, commissioned by 
ICAEW and compiled by Oxford
Economics.

According to the Q4 report, the
downgrade refl ects more muted
projections for activity in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
economies, where growth is set to
moderate to 2.5 per cent in 2023,
as oil production stagnates. While
this represents a signifi cant slow-
down, it will remain above the
average pace in the fi ve years pre-
ceding the pandemic.

The Middle East has so far
withstood global challenges,
mainly due to GCC countries’
ongoing gains from trade. How-
ever, against a worsening global
backdrop - infl ation squeezing 
household real incomes, borrow-
ing costs soaring, winter threat-
ening Europe’s energy supply, and
China’s growth engines stuttering 
- demand is slowing.

As a result, forecasts for both oil
and commodity prices have also
been lowered. The oil price pro-
jection has been adjusted down
to $102 (from $103.8), with Brent
forecast expected to average $92.1

per barrel in 2023 against a fore-
cast of $96.1 three months ago. Oil 
prices are in constant fl uctuation, 
balancing ongoing fears over the 
impact of China’s zero-Covid pol-
icy on demand with concerns over 
supply after OPEC+ cut produc-
tion by 2 million barrels per day 
(bpd) in November, the largest cut 
since 2020. However, tight supply 
will continue to support prices 
despite recession across many ad-
vanced economies.

Regional PMIs for October 
indicate GCC economies are off  
to a good start this quarter and 
domestic economic conditions 
across the Gulf should remain 
strong heading into 2023, helped 
by rising new orders and easing 
price pressures. This should sup-
port business sentiment and a fur-

ther improvement in the labour 
markets – in the UAE, jobs are 
being created at the fastest pace 
since July 2016.

The travel and tourism indus-
try has been driven by the FIFA 
World Cup, underpinning non-
oil recovery. Although only Qatar 
will see the number of visitors 
this year return to 2019 levels, its 
neighbours will also benefi t. Out-
side of Qatar, Dubai is expected 
to see the greatest boost to tourist 
arrivals and the non-oil economy 
as the event takes place.

Mark Billington, ICAEW Man-
aging Director, International, 
said: “While the region has so far 
been able to withstand the pres-
sures of the global economy, we 
expect the recent slowdown to 
have an impact on GDP growth. 

Continuing to increase invest-
ment in the non-oil sectors will 
help the GCC to remain resilient 
as we enter 2023.”

Scott Livermore, ICAEW Eco-
nomic Advisor, and Chief Econo-
mist and Managing Director, 
Oxford Economics Middle East, 
said: “Despite the forecast lower-
ing, the pace of growth is still pro-
jected to be higher than the world 
economy for 2023. Saudi Arabia 
will likely be one of the world’s 
fastest-growing economies this 
year as the economy benefi ts from 
higher oil prices. We are also see-
ing a demand for tourism across 
the region, supporting growth in 
the non-oil sector.”

Recent infl ation fi gures for 
several of GCC’s economies show 
price pressures have peaked in the 
region and infl ation is beginning 
to come down. Qatar continues to 
see its infl ation rising, given pres-
sures stemming from the World 
Cup, but trends should reverse in 
early 2023. GCC infl ation is fore-
cast at 3.5 per cent this year before 
it slows to 2.6 per cent in 2023 and 
stabilises around 2 per cent in the 
medium term.

Although infl ationary pres-
sures are easing, central banks 
across the GCC will want to pro-
tect the currency pegs to the US 
dollar. While the pace of tight-
ening will likely slow from De-
cember, rates will likely be lifted 
higher than initially thought. This 
is a factor behind the expectation 
of non-oil GDP growth in the GCC 
slowing to 3.6 per cent next year 
from 5 per cent in 2022.

G L O B A L  R E C E S S I O N  E X P E C T E D
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fi nal at Al Mouj Muscat Marina

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The fi ve-stop interna-
tional 44Cup tour will conclude 
in Muscat from 7-11 December 
2022 with nine teams represent-
ing Great Britain, Monaco, France, 
Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland 
and a wild card entry from Oman 
helmed by Mussab Al Hadi. 

This will be the fi rst time since
2014 that the RC44 fl eet has visited
the country when Oman also host-

ed the fi nal round, and this year the 
Al Mouj Muscat Marina will pro-
vide a stunning host venue for the 
thrilling 44Cup season fi nale.

The Omani team of 11 profes-
sional sailors, sponsored by Asyad 
Shipping company, consists of: 
Musab Al Hadi (Skipper), Nasser 
Al Mashari,  Hussain Al Jabri, 
Ali Al Balushi, Waleed Al Kindi, 
Yasser Al Rahbi, Abdulrahman Al 
Mashari, Ahmed Al Hasani, Raad 

Al Hadi,  Haitham Al Wahaibi,
Akram Al Wahaibi.

Watersports
Dr Khamis Al Jabri, Oman Sail
CEO, said, “Oman has built a repu-
tation for hosting big moments in
international watersports, from
World Championships to Olym-
pic qualifi ers, and the fi nal round
of the 44Cup Championship is
another high-profi le event we are

proud to bring to the country. Al
Mouj Marina off ers excellent sail-
ing conditions and a great experi-
ence for spectators to get close to
the action, and we are looking for-
ward to an exceptional end to what
has been an incredible season.”

Jessica Gray, 44Cup Commu-
nications Manager, said, “We are
delighted to return to Oman to
conclude what has been another
thrilling season. The racing with-

in the fl eet is highly competitive 
with boats often fi nishing within 
seconds of each other. In October 
Monaco based team Charisma 
were crowned World Champions 
so everyone is now focused on the 
2022 Tour Champion titleand the 
Al Mouj Marina will provide the 
ideal setting for four days of ultra-
close high-performance racing.”

Shaun Michael, Chief Executive
Offi  cer of Mercedes-Benz Oman, 
said, “We are excited to partner 
with Oman Sail to bring the 44Cup 
back to Oman, enjoy the competi-
tion, but also raise environmental 
awareness.”

‘Electric Intelligence’
He added, “We have synergies 
with sailing when it comes to sus-
tainability and we continue to 
lead by example and do our part. 
A paramount example is the Mer-
cedes-Benz EQ, a range of electric 
vehicles that represents Mer-
cedes-Benz in its most progressive 
way. EQ stands for ‘Electric Intel-
ligence’ and we are systematically 
using human-centred innovation 
by incorporating intelligent ser-
vices and networked charging so-
lutions for our customers from the 
very start.

Since its launch in 2007, the
44Cup brings together the worlds 
of sailing and business, allowing 

amateur owner drivers to race 
high performance one-design 
yachts against some of the world’s 
best sailors. With its strict one-
design format the 44Cup is a level 
playing fi eld as you could wish to 
fi nd in international yacht racing.

The RC44 is a lightweight, high 
performance one-design racing 
yacht co-designed by fi ve-time 
America’s Cup winner Russell 
Coutts with naval architect Andrej 
Justin. 

All participating boats are 
strictly identical in terms of con-
struction, shape of hull, append-
ages, and weight and weight dis-
tribution, as well as a 50-50 split 
between amateurs and profession-
als in each eight-person crew.

Fleet racing is very short, in-
tense, and action-packed, with a 
target race time of 40 minutes and 
boats frequently separated by just 
seconds at the fi nish line. With 
three to four races per day over a 
four-day regatta, the 44Cup off ers 
the fl eet more racing each season 
than any other owner driven rac-
ing circuit.

The 44Cup Oman is organised 
by Oman Sail and supported by of-
fi cial event partners Oman Air, Al 
Mouj Muscat, Kempinski Hotel 
Muscat, TanufWater, and the new 
EQ range from Mercedes-Benz 
Oman.

The RC44 is a 

lightweight, high 

performance one-

design racing yacht 

co-designed by fi ve-

time America’s Cup

winner Russell Coutts

with naval architect

Andrej Justin

PRESTIGIOUS EVENT: This will be the fi rst time since 2014 that the RC44 fl eet has visited the country 

when Oman also hosted the fi nal round. 

Bangladesh survive Rohit 
scare, beat India by 5 runs
DHAKA: Bangladesh survived
a late blitz from an injured Rohit
Sharma to secure a narrow fi ve-
run win to take an unassailable
2-0 lead in the three-match ODI
series at the Shere Bangla Nation-
al Stadium here on Wednesday.

Playing with a heavily band-
aged left thumb, the gallant half-
century from the Indian captain
could not save India from a con-
secutive ODI series defeat in
Bangladesh as Mustafi zur Rah-
man defended 20 runs from the
last over to secure a win for his
team. Ebadot Hossain fi red again
with the ball and picked up three
wickets while centurion Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz also chipped in
with two scalps. Shreyas Iyer top-
scored for India with a patient in-
ning of 82 runs.

In a game that ebbed and
fl owed, India were tottering at
208/7 with no hope of making a 
match out of the run-chase, but
the Indian captain came out to
bat and went for the leather to
give the Bangladeshi team a major
scare. The skipper tried to pull a 
heist at the fag end of the innings
but fell short of one big hit on the
last ball of the inning.

India began the chase with
star batter Virat Kohli opening 
the inning with Shikhar Dhawan
instead of Rohit Sharma. The In-
dian captain did not open the in-
ning after injuring his hand while
fi elding in the slip cordon.

The Indian team got off  to a 
poor start as they lost both Vi-
rat and Dhawan in the fi rst three
overs. Virat played on while at-
tempting a pull off  Ebadot Hos-
sain and was dismissed for 5(6).

Dhawan was beaten for bounce

as the ball bowled by Mustafi zur 
Rahman crept in sharply, to take 
him by surprise and the Left-
hander could only manage a glove 
as the ball looped up in air to be 
pouched by Mehidy Hasan Miraz.

Shreyas Iyer and Wahington 
Sundar tried to see off  the fi rst 10 
overs, where the ball was moving 
around and probing the batsman 
but the left-hander was dismissed 
on the last ball of the 10th over to 
leave India tottering at 39/3 at the 
end of the fi rst powerplay.

Sundar was promoted up the 
order given his recent robust per-
formances with the bat in the last 
few innings but the all-rounder 
failed to grab the opportunity 
and was dismissed by Shakib Al 
Hasan trying to knock the ball 
into the leg-side with hard hands.

Left-handed all-rounder Axar 
Patel walked onto the crease and 
showcased his prowess with the 
willow as he smashed a superb 
fi fty. The left-hander was fl uent 
in his stroke-making and took the 
burden of the scoreboard pres-
sure while keeping India in the 

chase.
While Iyer reached his fi fty 

in 69 balls in the 25th over, Axar 
brought up his fi fty in the 36th 
over of 50 balls.

Iyer scored 82(102) and 
stitched a huge fi fth-wicket part-
nership of 107 runs to keep India 
in the reckoning.

Earlier, Mehidy Hasan Miraz 
and Mahmudullah steadied Bang-
ladesh after an early shock with a 
148-run partnership for the sev-
enth wicket to post a challenging 
271/7 against India.

Miraz was the top scorer for 
Bangladesh with an unbeaten 100
of 83 balls while Mahmudullah
played a crucial knock of 77 runs
of 96 deliveries. For India, Wash-
ington Sundar bagged three while
Mohammed Siraj and Umran Ma-
lik claimed two wickets each.

Brief Score: Brief score: Bang-
ladesh 271/7 (Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz 100*, Mahmudullah 77,
Washington Sundar 3-37) vs In-
dia 266-9 (Shreyas Iyer 82, Axar
Patel 56; Ebadot Hossain 3-45). 

-ANI

C R I C K E T

Al-Zubair teams up with Schiller, Stolz for Gulf 12 Hours
ABU DHABI: Oman’s Al-Faisal
Al-Zubair has teamed up with
German professional drivers, Luca 
Stolz and Fabian Schiller, to tackle
the Gulf 12 Hours in a Mercedes-
AMG GT3 run byAl-Manar Racing 
by GetSpeed.

Absent from the international
racing scene since fi nishing fourth
in the Silver Cup category of the
2022Fanatec GT World Challenge
Europe Powered by AWS – Endur-
ance Cup with Schiller and Zim-
babwe’s Axcil Jeff ries, Al-Zubair is
relishing the prospect of challeng-
ing for overall honours in the race
at the 5.281km Yas Marina circuit,
which has attracted a full grid of 
34 GT endurance cars and drivers
from 25 nations.

Al-Zubair said: “I am extremely 
excited to be racing at the Gulf 12
again. This will be a very diffi  cult
race, as it has joined the Intercon-

tinental GT Challenge. Whereas, 
as usual, it is about 10 cars, this 
year there are over 30 cars con-
fi rmed. That will be tough and the 
entry includes nine more Pro cars 
and factory cars from Mercedes, 
Ferrari and Audi.

“It will defi nitely not be easy to 
get a great result. But I believe we 
have a great package, a great engi-
neer and top team-mates. Hope-
fully, we can get the results to 
prove that. I am looking forward 
to getting back in the car and hav-
ing a good result at the end of the 
12 hours.”

Back in January, the Omani 
fi nished fi fth at the Hankook 
24Hr Dubai with Dutchman Indy 
Dontje, Stolz and Austrian Martin 
Konrad.

Competition in the GT3 Pro cat-
egory is intense and comes from 
the likes of the AF Corse MDK 

Motorsport Ferrari 488GT3 of 
Formula 1 ace Kevin Magnussen, 
alongside his father Jan and Mark 
Kvamme, as well as 24 Hours of 
Spa winners, Jules Gounon, Dan-
iel Juncadella and Raff aele Mar-
ciello, in one of two Mercedes-
AMG GT3s entered by AMG Team 
GruppeM Racing.

The Gulf 12 Hours event was fi rst 
held at the iconic Abu Dhabi For-
mula One Grand Prix circuit back 
in January 2012, with 10 editions 
run to date, in addition to a special 
race in Bahrain in January 2021.

The weekend’s action gets un-
derway with open practice on 
Friday (December 9th), followed 
by two free practice and four 
qualifying sessions on Saturday 
and the race on Sunday, starting 
at 10.00hrs. This will be the fi rst 
continuous 12-hour race without a 
break after six hours.

A L - M A N A R  R A C I N G 

Pat Cummins 
ruled out of
Adelaide Test; 
Smith to captain

ADELAIDE: Australia skipper
Pat Cummins has been ruled out of 
the second Test against West In-
dies after not recovering from the 
quad strain he picked up in Perth.

Cummins failed to bowl during 
the fi nal two days of Australia’s 
164-run victory over the West In-
dies in Perth and his spot in the XI 
for Adelaide will instead be taken 
by fellow quick Scott Boland. Bo-
land hasn’t played a Test since he 
collected 18 wickets from three 
Ashes Tests against England last 
summer but earns a recall after 
missing out on selection in Perth.

The absence of Cummins also 
means veteran batter Steve Smith 
will captain Australia once again 
after he stood in for the Austral-
ia skipper in the Adelaide Test 
against England last year when 
Cummins was deemed a close 
COVID-19 contact.

“Team medical staff  com-
menced Cummins’ recovery in Ad-
elaide but selectors deemed there 
was not suffi  cient time for the fast 
bowler to be fully fi t for the match, 
which starts tomorrow. Cummins 
is expected to return for the open-
ing Test match against South Af-
rica in Brisbane,” a statement said 
as reported by ESPNcricinfo.

With Australia playing fi ve Test 
matches in less than fi ve weeks, 
handling the fast bowlers will be 
critical for the selectors. The four-
Test visit of India will therefore 
begin in early February.

With Australia playing two se-
ries in Asia following the Ashes 
last summer, and then Josh Ha-
zlewood returning in Perth last 
week, Boland has failed to add to 
his three caps. -ANI

W E S T  I N D I E S

Oman-UAE Rotax 
Max Challenge
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Automobile 
Association will be carrying out 
the Oman–UAE Rotax Max Chal-
lenge at Muscat Speedway on the 
9 and 10 December, featuring lo-
cal and UAE kart drivers.  

The karting races are con-
structed as a practice for the 
drivers to see how they perform 
before they compete amongst 
international professional racer-
sin the upcoming MENA Cham-
pionship series. The event is 
divided into karting categories: 
Micro Max, Mini Max, Junior 
Max, Max, DD2, DD2 M, from 

whichthe 84 participating driv-
ers will be categorised into. 

The Oman-UAE Rotax Max 
Challenge series has been taking 
place at OAA’s Muscat Speed-
way Circuit during the last eight 
years. This year, with an increase 
in registrations, the Associa-
tion is excited to see how far the 
drivers will go to challenge them-
selves and be amongst the best in 
an international scale. 

The reception at OAA is open 
for inquiries and issuing interna-
tional licences. Karting facilities 
at Muscat Speedway are open 
from 8am to 11pm, from Monday 
to Saturday.

M U S C A T  S P E E D W A Y

OOC participates 
in Riyadh forum
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Olympic
Committee (OOC) partici-
pated in the regional forum for 
Olympic Solidarity organised 
by Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) in Riyadh during the 
period from 4-7 December. 
OOC was represented in the 
forum by Counselor Salim bin 
Muhammad Al Busaidi, Chef 
de Mission for the 19th Asian 
Games (China 2023), and Hana 
bint Saeed Al Battashiya, Head of 
Coordination and Following-up 
department.

The forum included a review 
of reports on the latest develop-
ments related to the upcoming 

Asian Games, and an online pres-
entation on the developments 
of the Summer Olympic Games 
(Paris 2024) by the Organising 
Committee. 

The Olympic Solidarity Com-
mittee of the International Olym-
pic Committee also made a pres-
entation regarding the support 
that will be provided to the Asian 
Olympic Committees organising 
the sessions in the administra-
tive, technical and logistic fi elds.

The forum witnessed a joint 
presentation by OCA and Inter-
national Olympic Solidarity on 
the programme of the Olympic 
Solidarity for development, the 
list of available projects and the 
budget allocated for the pro-

O L Y M P I C  C O U N C I L  O F  A S I A
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Instant cash rewards with 
ahlibank’s salary transfer offer

MUSCAT: Committed to provid-
ing exclusive off ers and benefi ts to 
meet its customers’ expectations. 
ahlibank continues its special sal-
ary transfer reward for customers, 
where they receive an immediate 
one-time cash reward of 10% of 
their monthly salary, with a maxi-
mum cash reward amount capped 
at OMR 500.

Under the current off er, which
runs until the end of December
2022, the bank off ers its Omani
and expatriate, new salary trans-
fer customers the opportunity to
enjoy a lucrative benefi t. Custom-
ers who transfer their monthly sal-
ary to the Bank with an amount of 
OMR 1,000 and above are eligible
for this reward off er.

Muneer Al Balushi, AGM – 
Head of Retail Distribution, said, 
“Through this off er we seek to 
strengthen and establish our rela-
tionship with our existing and new 
customers. The promotion refl ects 
ahlibank’s leadership in being in-
novative when it comes to enhanc-
ing customer experience, and pro-
viding solutions that meet various 
customer requirements through 
tangible benefi ts. These could be 
in the form of cash rewards, cash-
back, lifestyle promotions, and 
more.”

“This is not just a one-time ben-
efi t, but a strategic step encourag-
ing customers to adopt practices 
which will bring them added value 
in the long-term,” Al Balushi fur-
ther stated.

As the number of new entrants 
to the labor market increases, 
ahlibank looks to provide the best 
services that enhance its preferred 
status. This scheme is an eff ective 
step that refl ects the Bank’s contri-
bution to supporting the fi nancial 
stability eff orts of benefi ciaries, 
thereby enhancing the economic 
and social level for individuals and 
society at large.

ahlibank is keen to invest in 
high-effi  ciency banking solutions 
using the latest innovations to 
support its customers’ goals and 
elevate its position in the market. 
The bank has earned a reputation 
for enabling its customers to bene-
fi t from the best services and prod-
ucts and providing more accessi-
ble and secure banking solutions.

The bank off ers its Omani and expatriate new 

salary transfer customers the opportunity to

enjoy a lucrative benefi t

Oman Computer Services wins NetApp 
2022 META Partner Excellence Award 
MUSCAT: Oman Computer Ser-
vices (OCS Infotech), a subsidiary 
of the Zubair Corporation spe-
cialised in the telecommunica-
tions and information technology 
sector, has won the 2022 Partner 
Excellence Award for the Middle 
East, Turkey and Africa (META) 
region by NetApp, a leading hybrid 
cloud data services and data man-
agement company. 

NetApp recently organised a 
ceremony to honour its partners 
in the Middle East, Turkey and 
Africa region. OCS Infotech, the 
Sultanate’s leading provider of 
digital solutions, won the award in 
recognition of the increased rev-
enue and business growth it has 
achieved due to its commitment to 
its customers. Furthermore, it was 
recognised for introducing Ne-
tApp products to the Omani mar-
ket and for its outstanding service 
and performance.

Speaking on this achievement, 
Qais bin Youssef Al Bahrani, Di-
rector of Sales of Technical Enter-
prise Solutions at OCS, said: “It is a 
pleasure and an honour to receive 

the NetApp 2022 META Partner
Excellence Award. We aim to fur-
ther strengthen our relationship
with NetApp, a company that pro-
vides industry-leading solutions
for hybrid cloud storage, encryp-
tion, and management.

“In addition to providing the
best global solutions in the fi eld
of cloud data and other digital so-
lutions to our public sector and

private sector partners in the Sul-
tanate, OCS Infotech is also com-
mitted to staying current with the
most recent developments in an
increasingly technologically ad-
vanced world.”

Maya Zakhour, Director Chan-
nel Sales – Eastern Europe, META,
Iberia, & Latin America for NetApp
commented: “We congratulate OCS
Infotech on winning the excellence

reward this year. It was presented
to them in recognition of their out-
standing performance over the past
year, which has strengthened our
relationship with our customers in
the Sultanate. We have also had a 
successful relationship with OCS
Infotech for several years, which
has contributed signifi cantly to-
wards the growth of our market
share in Oman.”

OCS Infotech was established
in 1981. The company is consid-
ered to be one of the fi rst Omani
technology companies. It off ers a 
wide range of IT solutions, includ-
ing data storage, virtual network
simulations, cybersecurity, and
data centre and infrastructure
management services. In addi-
tion, it provides disaster recovery 
solutions for data infrastructure,
maintenance services, after-sales
technical support services, future
technologies, and more. Moreo-
ver, customers have direct access
to industry experts who provide
integrated solutions ranging from
consulting and planning to manag-
ing technology solutions

R E C O G N I T I O N

Toyota Gazoo 
Racing celebrates 
win at Rally Japan
MUSCAT: The Toyota Gazoo 
Racing (TGR) World Rally Team 
(WRT) claimed a podium fi n-
ish recently at Rally Japan, with 
Takamoto Katsuta and Aaron 
Johnston securing third place in 
the No. 18 Toyota GR YARIS Ral-
ly1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle during 
the fi nal race of the championship. 

The result sealed a remarkable 
season in which Toyota celebrated 
its second consecutive FIA World 
Rally manufacturers’ champion-
ship title and the team achieved 
a clean sweep of the drivers and 
co-drivers titles, recording seven 

wins in a total of 13 races.
The return of Rally Japan to

the WRC calendar for the fi rst
time since 2010 created an excit-
ing challenge for teams, drivers
and co-drivers, with an entirely 
new event held on demanding 
and twisting asphalt roads in the
mountains of the Aichi and Gifu
prefectures. Face with an unfa-
miliar route and diffi  cult weather
conditions, Toyota’s GR YARIS
Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle
rose to the challenge and per-
formed strongly throughout the
event, winning a total of 11 stages.

W O R L D  R A L L Y  T E A M

ICAI Muscat Chapter international seminar on December 9,10
MUSCAT: The Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of India (ICAI) 
Muscat Chapter (under the spon-
sorship of the College of Bank-
ing and Financial Studies) will 
be holding its 12th Annual Inter-
national Seminar entitled “CA 
-- Success through Synergy”, at 
Crowne Plaza Muscat on Decem-
ber 9-10, 2022.

Dr Rahma bint Ibrahim Al Mah-
rouqiyah, Minister of Higher Edu-
cation, Research and Innovation; 
and Amit Narang, Ambassador of 
India to the Sultanate of Oman will 
preside over the seminar. 

Dr. Zahran Al Salti, Dean of the 
College of Banking and Financial 
Studies (CBFS); CA (Dr.) Debash-
ish Mitra, President of ICAI: and CA 
Aniket Sunil Talati, Vice President 
of ICAI will be the Guests of Honour.

The two-day seminar will high-
light the correlation between suc-
cess and synergy as these two in-
gredients have the right potential to 
lead economies, societies and cor-

porate entities towards sustainable
and inclusive development.

An informative discussion on
“Oman Vision 2040”, Moderator:
Fatik Al Balushi, CFO, Oman Ce-
ments) will be a value addition. The
panellists are Muneer Al Mughairy,
Chief Audit Offi  cer, Ominvest;
Abdul Razak Al Bulushi, CFO,
Ooredoo; Dr. Rashid Al Ghailani,
CEO, Oman National Engineering 
and Investment Company SAOC;
Jayaprakash Menon, CEO, Mohsin

Haider Darwish LLC (ITICS); and
Mubeen Khan, former Chairman, 
ICAI Muscat Chapter.

Comprehensive presentations 
on various topics will be made by 
the following eminent speakers-
CA (Dr.) T P Anand, Chief Strate-
gist, Leap Business Excellence Ad-
visory FZE; CA Nihar Jambusaria,
former president of ICAI; Leen
Kumar Sugumaran, Chief Risk Of-
fi cer, Bank Dhofar; Dr. Ashminder
Singh Bahal, Dean –Centre of Ex-

cellence, ICAI; CA (Dr.) K. Rama 
Subramaniam, Cyber Criminolo-
gist, Information Security and Dig-
ital Forensic Consultant; CA San-
geeta Shankaran Sumesh, author 
and business leadership coach; CA 
Gaurav Gupta, CEO and Co-found-
er of the Federation 100; CA Racha-
na Phadke Ranade, Equity Market 
Expert and famous Youtuber; and 
R. Narasimhan, GM-Wholesale 
Banking, Bank Nizwa.

CA Sajeev Surendran, Chair-

man, ICAI Muscat Chapter said, 
‘‘It is a great honour for ICAI 
Muscat Chapter to organise this 
prestigious event, in the context 
of today’s rapidly changing global 
economic and business environ-
ment. We wholeheartedly wel-
come public and private sector 
decision-makers and accounting 
professionals to this informative 
seminar that will equip partici-
pants to focus on sustainable eco-
nomic development, the crucial 

role of sound accounting policies 
and practices in businesses, the 
prevailing trends in the domestic 
and global markets.’’

Established under the sponsor-
ship of College of Banking and Fi-
nancial Studies in 2008, the prime 
objective of ICAI Muscat Chapter 
has been the development of ac-
counting profession in Oman and 
sharing of knowledge and skills, and 
creating greater synergies. Over the 
last two decades, the Chapter has 
achieved an outstanding track re-
cord in organising high-level discus-
sions on various issues pertaining 
to business and economic devel-
opment and the role of accounting 
practices in sound governance. It 
has been organising professional 
learning events such as seminars 
and conferences for all nationalities. 
All events of ICAI Muscat Chapter 
are open to CEOs, CFOs, Internal 
Auditors, Finance &amp; Accounts 
managers of various private and 
public sector organisations. 

A N N U A L  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S E M I N A R

Avod: Oman’s non-hydrogenated products 

MUSCAT: Areej Vegetable Oils 
and Derivatives (Avod) transfor-
mation strategy has always put 
health and customers’ wellbeing at 
the forefront, and this has gained 
it the distinction of being Oman’s 
Most Trusted Brand year after year.

The brand’s Unique Selling 
Proposition (USP) is its consist-
ent delivery of products, which of-
fer the ideal balance of nutrition, 
health and wellness and taste, and 
encourage consumers to adopt 
healthier lifestyles for themselves 
and their families. 

‘Eat Right, Live Well’ philosophy 
is the epicentre of the company’s 
product development process 
and has made Avod a trustwor-
thy specialist in refi ning, pro-
cessing, packaging and distribu-
tion of high-quality trans fat free 
cooking oils, non-hydrogenated 

margarines, vegetable ghee, fats
and mayonnaise. The company’s
continuous transformation takes
a multi-pronged approach to cre-
ate health-focused products. The
state-of-the-art modern factory is
constantly upgraded to meet strin-
gent quality controls. 

Packing materials such as tins,
cans, plastic bottles, etc are manu-
factured in-house and fi lled imme-
diately using automatic packing ma-
chines to ensure highest standards
of hygiene. The company’s commit-

ment to safeguarding health and
safety has earned it the ISO 9001
certifi cate for Quality Management
System, ISO 14001 certifi cate for
Environmental Management Sys-
tem and ISO 22000 certifi cates for
Food Safety Management.”

Eng. Salem Bortmany, CEO –
Avod, says, “Every product that
comes out of the Avod stable is a 
testament to its commitment to
off er consumers the best of health
and value. After thorough research
on the health risks that hydrogen-

ated and partially hydrogenated
oils pose to the physical well-being,
which is trans-fats is converted into
saturated fat. Avod decided to in-
vest in technology to ensure that all
its products are non-hydrogenated
and free from harmful trans-fats.
All products go through a heart-
friendly process which is recog-
nized and recommended by WHO.
Avod is the fi rst company in Oman
to fortify and enrich its top-quality 
cooking oils with vitamins A & D,
making them healthier choices in
this category while Khafeef is the
lightest frying oil, the fi rst of its kind
in the Sultanate. Our own transfor-
mation journey has mirrored that
of our valued consumers. We are
committed to building healthier
and happier communities to en-
sure that our nation-building pro-
cess is fortifi ed further.”

A R E E J  V E G E T A B L E  O I L S  A N D  D E R I V A T I V E S

Three new drinks from Kaldi Coff ee

MUSCAT: Kaldi Coff ee Oman 
are getting ready to welcome 
the winter season this year by 
off ering three delicious drinks, 
namely, Marshmallow Mocha, 
Iced Marshmallow Mocha and 
Marshmallow Mocha Frappe.

Hot Marshmallow Mocha is 
the perfect winter drink, thanks 
to its unique taste of espresso 
with a rich chocolate fl avor, 
topped with a layer of delicious 
cream and charming marshmal-
low pieces.

As for the “Iced Marshmallow 
Mocha” drink, it is distinguished 
by the rich coff ee fl avour mixed 
with chocolate and milk, topped 
with a layer of cream and marsh-
mallows.

The “Marshmallow Mocha 

Frappe” drink is one of the fa-
vorite drinks in the winter sea-
son, because it contains a mixture 
of roasted kaldi coff ee and rich 
chocolate with a layer of cream 
of happiness and marshmallow 
pieces.

W I N T E R  S E A S O N
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Muriya, SB Architects join hands 
for next stage of Hawana Salalah

MUSCAT: Muriya, Oman’s most 
diversifi ed real estate developer, 
has engaged leading international 
architecture and design practice SB 
Architects, to design the next stage 

of development at Hawana Salalah.
Slated to be launched soon, the 1 

million sqm game-changer will be 
the biggest residential project at 
Hawana Salalah to date. 

Muriya, the developer of Hawana 

Salalah and Jebel Sifah, is a partner-
ship between the internationally ac-
claimed developer of fully-integrat-
ed towns, Orascom Development 
Holding (ODH) and the leading 
government arm for tourism devel-

opment in Oman, Oman Tourism
Development Company (Omran).
ODH prowess spans three conti-
nents as developers of luxurious
waterfront destinations including 
El Gouna, Egypt; Andermatt, Swit-
zerland; Luštica Bay, Montenegro;
as well as Hawana Salalah and Jebel
Sifah in Oman to name but a few.

Drawing inspiration from the
beauty and diversity of Oman and
the deep connection its people
have with the land, SB Architects
along with Muriya’s team will cre-
ate an authentic and organic feel-
ing design, which fi ts seamlessly 
with the natural features of the
site. Promising to be the anchor
project of Muriya’s fl agship desti-
nation, Hawana Salalah, the new
beach-facing residential project
will feature four neighbourhoods,
with distinct characteristics, lei-
sure amenities, new hotels and

more off ering resort living at its 
fi nest for its residents.

Seif El Khouly, Muriya Chief 
Development Offi  cer, said, “From 
conception to completion, we have 
been dedicated to the highest qual-
ity standards when it comes to the 
development of our fl agship des-
tination, Hawana Salalah. We be-
lieve that our ability to provide such 
quality, while also further raising 
the benchmark, partly comes from 
our commitment to work with 
talented and world class profes-
sionals. Hence, we are happy to 
collaborate with the renowned SB 
Architects with whom we already 
have a longstanding working rela-
tionship as we successfully engaged 
them in the development of ORAS-
COM Holding’s signature projects 
in Egypt. This latest collaboration 
will further add to the cutting-edge 
design of an Integrated Tourism 

Complex that is fi t for purpose and
further contribute to the quality of 
life of its residents, visitors, tour-
ists and surrounding communities,
while simultaneously boosting the
economic vitality of one of Oman’s
and the region’s most sought-after
destinations.”

Richard Collings, Vice Presi-
dent of SB Architects said, “Using 
Oman’s diverse topography and
the Omani people’s deep affi  nity 
with nature as a springboard, we
imagined an authentic, luxury de-
velopment, expressed through four
diff erent and distinct residential
zones. We’re excited to embark on
this journey together with Muriya,
whose vision and guidance has led
to the creation a one-of-a-kind
destination, where residents will
discover and embrace the spirit of 
the region, against a backdrop of 
breathtaking landscapes.”

Slated to be launched

soon, the 1 million 

sqm game-changer

will be the biggest 

residential project at 

Hawana Salalah to 

date

51 lucky winners of Bank Muscat fl y 
to Doha to enjoy Fifa World Cup 2022 
MUSCAT: The 51 lucky winners
of Bank Muscat’s special prize
draws are at present fl ying to Doha 
in batches to enjoy matches at the
Fifa World Cup Qatar 2022, cour-
tesy of Visa. 

With each winner being eligible
to take a companion along, as many 
as 102 people will be visiting Qatar
over a one-month period and more
than 60 people have already en-
joyed the opening matches of the
mega sports event. Speaking on
the eve of their departure to Doha,
the winners said that they were su-
per excited to watch the Fifa World
Cup in person. They thanked Bank
Muscat and Visa for giving them a 
‘once in a lifetime’ chance to win
exciting hospitality packages and
enjoy matches in Doha.

Abdulnasir Al Raisi, General
Manager – Personal Banking,

Bank Muscat, said: “First of all, 
we would like to thank Visa for 
partnering with Bank Muscat for 
this exciting campaign, which has 
brought great joy to many of our 
customers. We would also like to 
congratulate all the winners and 

hope that they have the experience 
of a lifetime visiting Fifa World 
Cup Qatar 2022, courtesy of Visa. 
This campaign was a complete 
success at all levels and we thank 
all our customers  for their valu-
able contributions and for their 

trust and confi dence in the bank.
Our customers will also be pleased
to know that many more exciting 
products, services, features and
prize draws will be launched by the
bank in the future.”

Manish Gautam, Visa’s Coun-
try Manager for Oman, said: “We 
are delighted to partner with Bank 
Muscat in sharing Fifa World Cup 
excitement with football fans in 
Oman. This campaign was a great 
way to reward the bank’s custom-
ers with a chance to win an exclu-
sive experience every time they 
shopped using their Visa cards. 
Congratulations to all the winners 
and I look forward to more of these 
exciting collaborations with Bank 
Muscat that also support the gov-
ernment’s eff orts to promote digital
commerce for the benefi t of con-
sumers and businesses in Oman.”  

P R I Z E  D R A W S

Alizz Islamic Bank 

announces transfer 

of its Al Mabelah 

branch operations 

MUSCAT: Alizz Islamic Bank 
announced the transfer of all its 
banking operations in the Al Ma-
belah branch, which is located 
next to the Bin Rashid Markets, 
to its new branch, which is lo-
cated in Al Mabelah in the in-
dustrial area and the new branch
started providing its services to 
all customers.

It is possible to access the loca-
tion of the new branch through 
the road network, whether via 
the highway or through Sultan 
Al Qaboos Street. It is also pos-
sible to enter the Alizz Islamic 
Bank website, which includes all 
details related to the branch such 
as the phone number and work-
ing times, or through the use of 
Google Maps that shows All the 
details surrounding the branch 
and the roads leading to it.

Commenting on the trans-
fer operations in the Al Mab-
elah branch to new location in 
the industrial area Mohammed 
Al-Ghassani AGM Head of Cus-
tomer Consumer said:” We chose 
a prime location for the branch 
to provide convenient services to 
customers. The selection process 
focused on the objective of bring-
ing the bank’s services closer to 
the largest number of customers. 
Several factors were taken into 
consideration when choosing the 
location of the branch, including 

proximity, ease of access, popu-
lation density, and availability of 
services. The new branch of Alizz 
Islamic Bank is in industrial area 
that includes many commercial 
services in order to facilitate real 
estate and car fi nancing services 
and other fi nancing products. 

Added, “we are proceeding ac-
cording to the strategy we have 
set to add more branches in dif-
ferent governorates. We will 
continue to remain committed 
to developing innovative ways to 
bring Islamic fi nancing facilities 
even closer to each and every one 
of our loyal customers.”

“Alizz Islamic Bank continues 
to extend its top-quality services 
and products to all customers, 
and the bank has been able to 
reformulate its banking services 
for institutions by reviewing 
its business strategy, which re-
sulted in the growth of high qual-
ity banking facilities. During the 
past year, the bank introduced 
many new products including 
the Corporate Credit Card. It 
has also launched new wholesale 
banking services related to fi nan-
cial advisory, investment bank-
ing business services, corporate 
transaction banking and other 
initiatives,” Al-Ghassani said. 

The branch will be open from 
Sunday to Thursday, from 8am 
until 2pm. 

N E W  L O C A T I O N

Vodafone wins Cyber

Security Award at Oman’s 

Big Data & Analytics Meet

MUSCAT: Vodafone in Oman 
walked away with the prestigious 
Cyber Security Award at Oman’s 
Big Data & Analytics Meet for its 
successful programme designed to 
protect its network and customers.

Hosted for the second consecu-
tive year, the Big Data & Analytics 
award programme recognises and 
honours companies that have suc-
ceeded in showing how data, Big 
Data and analytics can boost cor-
porate performance, improve cus-
tomer experience, and drive product 
creation, sales and fi nancial success.

Vodafone was recognised for its
leading work in applied practice for
Big Data in day-to-day cyber secu-
rity operations; which allows the
company to rapidly detect threats
made at a scale and ensure com-
prehensive security controls. The

company’s proven cost-effi  cient
approach with the use of open-
source technologies; orchestration
and automation in a unifi ed plat-
form; and super-fast and scalable
cloud deployment; were also lauded
during the award ceremony. 

“We are extremely proud to re-
ceive this award, which is testa-
ment to the skill, expertise and
hard work of everybody involved
in our Cyber Security function at
Vodafone in Oman,” said Jaifar Al
Mamari, Head of Cyber Security.
“This award demonstrates our
success so far and how seriously 
we take the security of not only 
our network but also that of our
customers, to whom we have been
striving to provide world-class ex-
periences since we began our story 
here in Oman.”

R E C O G N I T I O N

Maserati MSG 
Racing unveils
Tipo Folgore Gen3
MODENA: Maserati MSG Rac-
ing unveiled the livery of the Ma-
serati Tipo Folgore Gen3 - the fi rst 
fully electric racing car in the his-
tory of Maserati - that will com-
pete in Season 9 of the ABB FIA 
Formula E World Championship.

Unveiled on the streets of 
Modena, home of Maserati – the 
fi rst Italian automotive brand to 
enter Formula E – the Maserati 
Tipo Folgore brings racing back 
to the people right in the heart of 
the city. Inspired by the Trident’s 
iconic blue hue, the Maserati 
Tipo Folgore Gen3 is the ultimate 
in electrifying high performance, 

effi  ciency and cutting-edge tech-
nology that will ‘Race Beyond’, a 
platform to transfer innovation
from circuit to road.

The fi rst racing car to bear
the Trident logo was the Tipo
26, which debuted in 1926 at
the Targa Florio, fi nishing fi rst
place with Alfi eri Maserati at the
wheel. Now, 96 years later, Tipo
Folgore, audaciously portraying 
the Trident, enters the electrifi -
cation era with a striking design
personifying a lighting surge of 
new energy, accelerating forward
with Maserati’s commitment to
its electric Folgore range.

F U L L Y  E L E C T R I C  R A C I N G  C A R
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Oman and Georgia 
hold consultations
MUSCAT: The third round of 
political consultations between 
the Sultanate of Oman and the 
Republic of Georgia was held 
at the Foreign Ministry here on 
Wednesday.

The Omani side was headed 
by Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Harthy, 
Foreign Ministry’s Undersecre-
tary for Diplomatic Aff airs, while 
the Georgian side was headed by 
Alexander Khvtisiashvili, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs.

The two sides discussed the bi-
lateral relations between the two 
countries and means of enhanc-
ing them in all spheres to serve 
the mutual interests.

Exchanged views
The two sides also exchanged 
views on regional and interna-
tional issues of common concern, 
as well as the eff orts exerted to 
resolve them by peaceful means.

-ONA

F O R E I G N  M I N I S T R Y

Two Royal decrees

Secondly,
(A) Eid Al Fitr starts from the

29th day of the month of Rama-
dan and continues until the 3rd
day of the month of Shawwal.

(B) Eid Al Adha starts on 9
Dhul-Hijjah and continues until
the 12th of the same month.

Friday shall be compensated if 
it coincides with the fi rst day of 
any of the abovementioned Eids.

Article (2) cancels Royal De-
cree No. 56/2020 and all that
contradicts this decree or contra-
venes its provisions.

Article (3) says that this decree
shall be published in the Offi  cial

Gazette and enforced from the 
date of its issue.

Royal Decree No. (89/ 2022) 
on the ratifi cation of an agree-
ment of cooperation between the 
government of the Sultanate of 
Oman and the government of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain in the secu-
rity fi eld signed in Manama on 24 
October 2022.

Article (1) ratifi es the aforesaid 
agreement as per the version at-
tached to this decree.

Article (2) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Offi  cial 
Gazette and enforced from its 
date of issue. — ONA

O F F I C I A L  H O L I D A Y S
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RAFO marks graduation 
of new batch of offi  cers

gg

MUSCAT: The Royal Air Force 
of Oman (RAFO) celebrated yes-
terday the graduation of a new 
batch of offi  cers and pilots, under 
the patronage of His Highness 
Sayyid Taimur bin Asaad Al Said, 
Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors of the Central Bank of Oman 
(CBO).

The celebration was organised 
at the military parade ground at 
Ghala Base and Sultan Qaboos Air 
Academy.

The celebration started with 
the military salute to His High-
ness Sayyid Taimur bin Asaad Al 
Said on his arrival at the celebra-
tion ground and RAFO troupe 
played the royal anthem.

Then His Highness inspected 
the fi rst column of graduates 
which was followed by the gradu-
ates’ slow march performance 
that proceeded before the main 
dais accompanied by playing of 
military pieces of music.

Sayyid Taimur conferred the 

designated wings on pilots and 
gave away the sword of honour to 
offi  cer cadet Mohammed bin Ali 
Al Badai, who secured fi rst place 
at the overall category in the of-
fi cers’ cadet session. This was fol-
lowed by the protocol of passing 
the fl ag of Sultan Qaboos Acad-
emy from the present session of 

graduates to the new session cur-
rently undergoing training at the 
Academy.

On the conclusion of the cel-
ebration commemorative photos 
were taken for the graduates with 
His Highness Sayyid Taimur.

The celebration was attended 
by a number of members of the 
Royal Family, minsters, chairman 
of Majlis Al Shura, Command-
ers of the Sultan’s Armed Forces 
(SAF) and other military and se-
curity apparatuses, a number of 
members of the State Council, 
undersecretaries, senior offi  cers 
of SAF and other  security and 
senior state offi  cials.

It was also attended by a num-
ber of military attaches accred-
ited to the Sultanate, a number of 
retired commanders and senior 
offi  cers, RAFO offi  cers and non-
commissioned offi  cers and per-
sonnel, parents of graduates and 
invitees. 

— ONA

R O Y A L  A I R  F O R C E  O F  O M A N

Citizen murdered 

over family 

dispute in Seeb

MUSCAT: An Omani woman 
was killed by a citizen as a result 
of family dispute between them 
in the Wilayat of Seeb, Muscat 
Governorate. “A citizen was ar-
rested on the charges of assault-
ing a woman with a weapon in 

the Wilayat of Seeb, as a result of 
family dispute between them. The
assault resulted in the death of the
woman. Legal procedures are be-
ing initiated against the accused,”
the Royal Oman Police (ROP) said
in a statement.

R O Y A L  O M A N  P O L I C E

His Highness Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for Defence Aff airs

received in his offi  ce at Al Murtafa’a Garrison on Wednesday Dr. Idris Maya, Ambassador 

of the Syrian Arab Republic to the Sultanate of Oman. The meeting reviewed the exist-

ing bilateral relations between the two countries and ways of enhancing them. It also 

discussed a number of matters of common interest. - ONA
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IS LINKED TO BETTER MENTAL 
HEALTH AND LESS MEDICATION

LIVING IN
GREENER 
PLACES

MANY WELL-
KNOWN HEALTH 

BENEFITS OF 
URBAN GREEN 

SPACE INCLUDE 
INCREASED LIFE 

EXPECTANCY, 
FEWER MENTAL 
HEALTH ISSUES, 
AND IMPROVED 

COGNITIVE 
PERFORMANCE. 

HOWEVER, IT 
IS UNCLEAR 
HOW MUCH 

GREEN SPACE 
IS REQUIRED TO 

BENEFIT PEOPLE’S 
HEALTH.

A new study led by 
ISGlobal, a centre 
supported by the 
“la Caixa” Founda-

tion, has evaluated the re-
lationship between better 
mental health and the 3-30-
300 green space rule. Ac-
cording to this rule of thumb, 
everyone should be able to 
see at least three trees from 
their home, have 30% tree 
canopy cover in their neigh-
bourhood and not live more 
than 300 metres away from 
the nearest park or green 
space. The rule was proposed 
by urban forester Cecil Koni-
jnendijk and has been widely 
promoted by many other for-
esters and urban planners.

   The fi ndings of the study 
showed that full adherence 

to the 3-30-300 green space 
rule was clearly associated 
with better mental health, 
less medication use and few-
er visits to a psychologist, 
although the association was 
statistically signifi cant only 
for the latter. Residential 
surrounding greenness, but 
not visibility of trees from 
windows or access to a ma-
jor green space, was signifi -
cantly associated with better 
mental health.

The findings indicate 
that only 4.7% of the sur-
veyed population met all 
three criteria of the green 
space rule. Just over 43% 
of respondents had at least 
three trees within 15 metres 
of their home, 62.1% had a 
major green space within 

300 metres and 8.7% lived in 
an area with sufficient sur-
rounding greenness. How-
ever, nearly 22.4% had none 
of these elements.

This cross-sectional 
study was based on a sample 
of 3,145 Barcelona inhabit-
ants aged 15-97 years who 
participated in the Barce-
lona Health Survey 2016 
-made by The Barcelona Pub-
lic Health Agency- and were 
recruited randomly. Mental 
health status was assessed 
with the 12-item General 
Health Questionnaire (GHQ-
12). Eighteen percent of par-
ticipants reported poor men-
tal health and 8.3% reported 
having visited a psychologist 
in the previous year. In ad-
dition, 9.4% reported using 

tranquillisers or sedatives 
and 8.1% reported having 
used antidepressants in the 
previous two days.

“The study found that 
there is relatively little green 
space in Barcelona and that 
the 3-30-300 rule is satisfi ed 
only for a small percentage 
of people, despite its benefi -
cial mental health eff ects,” 
explained Mark Nieuwenhu-
ijsen, Director of the Urban 
Planning, Environment and 
Health Initiative at ISGlobal 
and lead author of the study.

 “There is an urgent need 
to provide citizens with more 
green space. We may need to 
tear out asphalt and plant 
more trees, which would not 
only improve health, but also 
reduce heat island eff ects 

and contribute to carbon 
capture,” pointed out Nieu-
wenhuijsen. “Any initiative 
that leads to a greener city 
will be a step forward, the 
key message is that we need 
more and faster greening”, 
added the lead author of the 
study.

According to the research 
team, similar studies should 
be carried out in cities with 
more tree cover than Barce-
lona, since the lack of green 
space, especially sufficient 
tree cover, limits the abil-
ity to assess the 30% aspect 
of the 3-30-300 rule. “The 
question is to what extent 
30% tree canopy cover is 
feasible, especially in com-
pact cities,” the researchers 
concluded. -ANI
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