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REVENUES OF STAR HOTELS IN OMAN
SURGE BY18.2% TO TOP OMRS2MN

MUSCAT: Statistics issued by the National
Centre for Statistics and Information
(NCSI) show that the total revenues of 3 to
5-star hotels in Oman by the end of February
2024 rose by 18.2 percent to OMR52.38
million against OMR44.41 million during
the corresponding period in 2023. >A3
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GOMMUNITY UNITY STANDS OUT IN GRIEF

Death toll rises as heavy rains continue to lash Oman

Honourable Lady offers
condolences to deceased families

MUSCAT: Her Highness The
Honourable Lady Assayida
Ahd Abdullah Hamad Al Bu-
saidi, Spouse of the Sultan of
Oman, has sent cables of con-
dolences and sympathy to the
families of those who died in
North Al Shargiyah Governo-
rate as aresult of heavy rains
and gushing floods during the

current adverse weather con-
dition. In the cables, the Hon-
ourable Lady expressed her
heartfelt sentiments of grief
and profound sympathy to the
deceased’s families, praying
to the Almighty Allah to have
mercy on the deceased and
grant their families solace and
patience to bear the loss. —ona

Council of Ministers offers condolences

MUSCAT: The Council of
Ministers today extended
its sincere condolences to
the families and relatives of
school students who passed
away in the Governorate of
North Al Shargiyah as aresult
of the heavy rains and floods
accompanying the current
adverse weather conditions.
The Secretariat General
of the Council of Ministers
today issued a statement to
this effect reading as follows:
“With hearts filled with grief
and faith in the will of the
Almighty Allah, the Council of
Ministers extends its sincere
condolences and sympathies
to the families and relatives of
school students who recently
died in the Governorate of Al

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Data centre services

Oman Broadband Company
launched data centre
services across Oman. >A2

Sustainability week

Oman Sustainability Week
2024 will take place from

28 Aprilto 2 May. >A5

Bank Muscat net profit

Bank Muscat posted a net
profit of OMR54.24mn

until end March 2024. >B1

Shargiyah as a result of the
heavy rains and wadi flooding
that accompanied the current
adverse weather conditions.
The Council of Ministers
prays to Almighty Allah to
bestow His mercy on the de-
ceased, grant them dwelling
in heavens and support their
families with solace and pa-
tience to bear the loss.” — ona

The sudden ferocity

of the floodwaters
caught the children
unawares, Sweeping
them away in a cruel

twist of fate

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A sombre pall de-
scended upon Samad A’Shan,
shrouding the village in sorrow on
Monday. The ominous hue of dark
grey clouds mirrored the heavy
hearts of its inhabitants, gathered
in mourning for the tragic loss
of 10 young souls, swept away in
merciless flash floods on Sunday.

Amidst the relentless down-
pour that continues to pummel
the Sultanate of Oman, the grim
reality of Sunday’s events weighed
heavily on the community.

Zaher Muhammad Al Abdali,
a grieving cousin of the deceased
students, recounted the harrow-
ing ordeal of searching for their
bodies amidst the tumultuous
waters.

“It was a scene of unimaginable
tragedy,” Al Abdali reflected, his
voice heavy with sorrow.

“The relentless efforts of the
Civil Defence Authority and Am-
bulance (CDAA) were commend-
able, yet it took an agonising 24
hours to recover the lifeless forms
of our beloved children.”

The innocence and promise of
these young lives cut short by na-
ture’s cruel hand evoked profound
anguish.

Al Abdali struggled to describe
the profound loss as his words
choked with emotion.

“Their futures extinguished in
an instant leaving behind shat-
tered dreams and grieving hearts,”
he added further.

As Al Abdali recounted the se-
quence of events leading to the
tragedy, his anguish is palpable.

He revealed the heart-wrench-
ing circumstances surrounding
the loss of the young students.
“While some schools wisely
barred their doors to shield their
students from the deluge, the au-
thorities of this particular school
deemed the route safe and per-
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Search teams from the Civil Defence and Ambulance Department in North Al Shargiyah Governorate
were able to find all the missing children.

TIMES OF OMAN

EXCLUSIVE

mitted the children to depart,” he
said. Tragically, what began as a
seemingly routine journey home,
quickly turned into a nightmare.

“When the students’ cousin set
out to get them from school,” Al
Abdali continued, “the wadi ap-
peared benign. Yet, upon their
return, it had swelled beyond rec-
ognition, its treacherous currents
proving merciless.”

The sudden ferocity of the
floodwaters caught the children
unawares, sweeping them away in
acruel twist of fate.

“In an instant,” Al Abdali la-

State revenues top OMR1.9bn

MUSCAT: The State’s public rev-
enues till the end of February 2024
recorded a decline by 9 percent to
stand at OMR1.958 billion com-
pared to OMR2.148 billion during
the corresponding period in 2023.

This is attributed mainly to
the decline in the net oil and gas
revenue.

The fiscal performance bul-
letin issued by the Ministry of
Finance showed that the net oil
revenue till the end of February
2024 dropped by 4 percent, regis-
tering OMR1.102 billion compared
to OMR1.153 billion by the end of
February 2023.

The average oil price stood at
$86 per barrel and the average oil
production stood at 1,024,000 bar-
rels per day.

/LA

Moreover, the net gas revenue

by the end of February 2024 went
down by 46 percent to stand at
OMR281 million compared to the
corresponding period in 2023.
This is attributed to a change in
the procedures of collecting gas
revenue.

Collected current revenues
by the end of February 2024 in-

creased by OMR102 million to
stand at OMR573 million com-
pared to OMR471 million col-
lected during the same period in
2023. This increase is mainly at-
tributed to the receipt of returns
from the Investment Authority’s
profits, recording approximately
OMR200 million Omani, collected
last January.

Public expenditure till the end of
February 2024 stood at OMR1.751
billion, down by OMR25 million
(one percent) compared to the
same period in 2023.

The public expenditure of civil
ministries stood at OMR1.277 bil-
lion (down by OMR17 million)
compared to OMR1.294 billion
during the corresponding period
in2023.>A3

mented, “they were lost to the un-
forgiving currents, leaving behind
atrail of devastation and despair.”

As the search for their bodies
extended beyond the bounds of
the area where the tragedy un-
folded, the grim reality of their
fate became painfully evident.

“Despite our fervent hopes,” Al
Abdali said, “we discovered their
lifeless forms several kilometres
away, in the desolate expanse of Al
Shuwai’i.”

In the wake of this unfathom-
able tragedy, the community of
Samad A’Shan gathered to bid a
tearful farewell to their cherished
children.

Braving the relentless deluge,
they united in shared grief, seek-
ing solace in each other’s pres-
ence amidst the sombre proces-

sion at the funeral on Monday.

Yet amid the anguish, a glimmer
of solidarity emerged, illuminat-
ing the darkness of despair.

Al Abdali found solace in the
unwavering support of his fel-
low villagers, whose -collective
strength sustained them through
the darkest of hours.

“In the face of tragedy, our
community has shown remark-
able resilience,” Al Abdali said.
“Through acts of selflessness and
compassion, we find hope amid
the devastation, standing as a tes-
tament to the unyielding spirit of
our people.”

As the rains continue to fall,
casting a veil of sorrow over Sam-
ad A’Shan, the indomitable spirit
of its people endures, a beacon of
light amidst the darkest of storms.

— GAZA DEATH TOLL——

as of April 15, 2024

Injured
76,465
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automation helps to
boost work efficiency

MUSCAT: The postal sector in
the Sultanate of Oman has seen
remarkable developments and
changes during the past years.

This transformation is char-
acterised with employment of
the latest technologies as to keep
abreast of the digital transforma-
tion witnessed in the other sectors.

Sayyid Nasr bin Bader Al Busai-
di, Head of the Post Unit at Oman
Post, affiliated to Asyad Group,
said that the postal sector is one of
the sectors that have seen qualita-
tive shift during the past years.

The sector has seen automation
of the postal processes as to boost
the work efficiency and the servic-
es offered to customers.

The postal sector also saw de-
velopment and modernisation of
the basic structure and expansion
of the scope of postal services to
incorporate the individuals and

the government departments and
the private sector establishments
in all governorates of the Sultan-
ate, he added.

The technologies of artificial
intelligence (AI) would open new
horizons for the improvement and
development ofthe postal services,
he said adding that these technolo-
gies offer innovative solutions that
could upgrade the performance to
unprecedented levels.

He said that the technologies of
artificial intelligence contribute
to enhancement of the security of
consignments/parcels and protec-
tion of data.

He said that the postal sector
offers various financial services
including transfer of money, pay-
ment of bills, insurance services
and services associated with elec-
tronic payment.

— ONA

Oman participated
in the second
Ministerial Meeting
for Strategic
Dialogue between
GCC and Central
Asian Countries

TASHKENT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Foreign
Ministry took part on Monday
in the second Ministerial Meet-
ing for the Strategic Dialogue be-
tween the GCC and Central Asian
Countries, held in the Uzbek capi-
tal, Tashkent.

The Sultanate of Oman’s del-
egation was chaired by Sayyid
Badr Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister.

The meeting aimed at bolster-
ing the relations between the
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two sides. It served the consulta-
tion between both sides in vari-
ous issues of common concern
in a manner that serves interests
of the GCC and Central Asian
peoples.

On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, Sayyid Badr held meetings
of with the foreign ministers
of Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan and
Tajikistan.

He also held a meeting with the

olaé up Sayyld Badr attends
~= meeting in Tashkent

Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan.

Meanwhile, the President
Shavkat Mirziyanyev of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan received
Sayyid Badr Hamad Al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister on Monday
within the context of the GCC-
Central Asian Countries’ second
Ministerial Meeting, in which
Sayyid Badr heads the Sultanate
of Oman’s delegation.

Sayyid Badr conveyed the
greetings and best wishes of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik to President Shavkat Mir-
ziyanyev, along with His Majesty
the Sultan’s wishes of progress
and prosperity for the friendly
people of Uzbekistan.

President Shavkat Mirziyanyev
expressed his appreciation and
sincere greetings to His Majesty
the Sultan and Omani people,
hoping that relations between the
two friendly countries will grow
further.

Within the framework of the
visit, Sayyid Badr made a short
tour of some historical Islamic
monuments in the Uzbek region
of Samarkand and held a meeting
with the Governor of region.

— ONA

Jordanian delegation received

MUSCAT: Maj.Gen. Hamid
Ahmed Sakroon, Chairman of
the Academy for Strategic and
Defence Studies received in his
office at Bait Al Falaj Garrison on
Monday a delegation of the Royal
Jordanian National Defence Col-
lege (RINDC).

During the meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on sev-
eral academic topics of mutual
interest.

The meeting was attended by
Commodore Khalid Amir Al Salti,
Director General of Studies and
Academic Affairs and senior of-
ficers at the Academy of Strategic
and Defence Studies.

Meanwhile, the Jordanian del-
egation visited the National De-

fense College (NDC) at the Acad-
emy of Strategic and Defence
Studies.

The guests were greeted upon
their arrival at the college by Brig-
adier Abdullah Hamad Al Harthy,

Acting Commandant of the NDC.
Members of the visiting delega-
tion were briefed on the college’s
facilities and equipment.
They also toured its various de-
partments and halls. — ona

Data centre services launched

MUSCAT: Oman Broadband
Company launched data centre
services in all governorates of the
Sultanate of Oman.

Through its 40+ advanced data
centres, the company seeks to
significantly contribute to digital
transition and realise the goals
of economic diversification in
Oman.

Oman Broadband Company fo-
cuses on providing network con-
nectivity solutions, making use of
of'the strategic location of its data
centres and the strength of its in-
frastructure facilities. The com-

pany is keen to maintain highly
efficient connectivity services
and provide access for all custom-
ers anywhere in Oman.

Oman Broadband Company
has a sophisticated operations
network that ensures round-the-
clock monitoring and sensors
capable of detecting sources of
water leakage and extinguishing
fires. The company adheres to
global standards of performance
and service-level agreements
(SLAs). This enhances reliabil-
ity in the company’s outstanding
services. —ona
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Development expendi-

Revenues of star
hotelsinOman
to R52mn  *iies

10 percent of the total develop-
ment liquidity allocated for 2024
(OMR900 million).

Statistics indicated that the number of

Omani hotel guests rose by 5.7 percent to
141,335 and that the number of GCC guests
went up by 13.6 percent to 25,607

MUSCAT: Statistics issued by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI) show
that the total revenues of 3 to
5-star hotels in Oman by the end
of February 2024 rose by 18.2 per-
cent to OMR52.38 million against
OMR44.41 million during the

corresponding period in 2023.

The rise in revenues was due to
an 18.2 rise in the total number of
hotel guests that stood at 433,856
until the end of February 2024,
compared to 366,969 guests by
the end of February 2023.

The rate of occupancy also

grew by 11.2 percent, according to
the NCSL

GCC guests

Statistics indicated that the num-
ber of Omani hotel guests rose by
5.7 percent to 141,335 and that the
number of GCC guests went up by
13.6 percent to 25,607. The num-
ber of European tenants grew by
28.7 percent to 153,422.

The number of hotel guests
from the Americas stood at
14,829, while the number of hotel
tenants from the African conti-
nent posted a growth rate of 9.7
percent to 2,029. In the mean-
time, the number of Asian tenants
grew by 29.5 percent to 54,562.
The number of hotel guests from
Oceania stood at 6,347. —ona

The total of contribution and

other expenses amounted to
OMR231 million, comprising a
surge by 75 percent compared to
OMR132 million during the same
period in 2023. Subsidy for the
Social Protection System and pe-
troleum products till the end of
February 2024 stood at OMR93
million and OMR44 million,

State budget recorded surplus of
OMR207mn by end of Feh. 2024

respectively.

Transfers for the loan payment
item stood at OMR66 million.

The state budget recorded a
surplus of OMR207 million by the
end of February 2024, compared
to a surplus of OMR372 million
registered over the same period in
2023. —ona
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Heavy rains continued
tolash Oman on Monday, killing at
least 19 people in North Al Shar-
giyah and Adam, official sources
said on Monday.

Official sources said 16 people
were killed in North Al Shargiyah
while three people were found
dead in the Wilayat of Adam on
Monday.

The dead include 12 children
and one woman from Samad
Al Shan from the Wilayat of Al
Mudhaibi.

More rains expected today
Atmospheric data analysis
conducted by the National
Multi-Hazards Early Warning
Centre (Civil Aviation Author-
ity) indicates that the current
weather condition in the Sul-
tanate of Oman will peak today.
Aisha Jumaa Al Qasmi, a mete-
orologist at the Civil Aviation
Authority, said that the rains will
peak from the midnight of Tues-
day 16 April until the dawn of
Wednesday 17 April.

The meteorologist said that the
third wave of the depression con-
stitutes the deepest impacts of the
weather condition. She added that
heavy to extremely heavy rains
are likely to drench the governo-
rates of Musandam, A’Dhahirah,
Al Buraimi, North Al Batinah and
A’Dakhiliyah, while the governo-
rates of South Al Batinah, Muscat
and parts of the Al Wusta Gover-
norate are expected to experience
sporadic rains of varying intensity.
The trough will also continue
to prevail in the governorates of
A’Dakhiliyah, North A’Shargiyah
and South A’Sharqiyah, the mete-
orologist added.

Holiday in five
governorates

In view of the adverse weather
condition, the government decid-
ed to suspend work on Tuesday,
16 April 2024, for employees in
units of the State’s civil adminis-
trative apparatus and for workers
in private sector establishments
in the governorates of Musandam,
Al Buraimi, A’'Dhahirah, North Al
Batinah and A’Dakhiliyah.

In other governorates, online
work can be applied if it is not pos-
sible for employees to physically
attend office.

No classes

The Ministry of Education (MoE)
has extended the suspension of
classes in all governorates except
Dhofar and Al Wusta on Tuesday
due to the inclement weather af-
fecting the sultanate.

In a statement, MoE said, ‘All
public, private and international
schools across all governorates
will remain closed on Tuesday,

April 16, due to unstable weather
conditions. However, this deci-
sion does not apply to Dhofar and
Al Wusta governorates. The min-
istry has advised that classes can
be conducted online based on the
capabilities of the school.

Rescue Work

Besides these deaths, thousands
of people were rescued by the
search and rescue teams in Oman
in the last couple of days.

In Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi,
more than 1,000 people were
transferred from a school after the
rain water level rose.

In a statement, Civil Defence
and Ambulance Authority (CDAA),
said, “Rescue teams from the Civil
Defence and Ambulance Depart-
ment in North Al Sharqiyah Gov-
ernorate, in cooperation with the
relevant authorities and citizens,
transferred 1,200 people from a
school in the Wilayat of Al Mud-
haibi after the rain water level rose.
All of them are in good health.”

- s
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In Quriyat, the Royal Oman
Police (ROP), rescued more than
20 people as they were unable to
reach their homes as they were
caught up in a wadi.

According to ROP, the police
aviation carried out an operation
and transported 21 people from
the farms.

Lieutenant Colonel Moham-
med bin Salam Al Hashami, the of-
ficial spokesman for the National
Center for Emergency Manage-
ment (NCEM), said the center
received 78 distress calls since
Sunday morning.

He pointed out that rains are
concentrated in the governorates
of North al Shargiyah, South al
Shargiyah, Al Dakhiliyah, and
South al Batinah, stressing that
the search is still ongoing for the
missing persons.

As several governorates wit-
nessed torrential rains on Mon-
day, there were few instances of
vehicles getting stranded in the
flowing water or flash floods.

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA) advises all to exercise
maximum caution during thun-
derstorms, avoid crossing wadis
(flash floods), avoid low lying ar-
eas and avoid venturing into the
sea during the alert period.

Medical Response

Sector Ready

The sector of medical response
and public health has affirmed
its readiness to deal with the
current adverse weather condi-
tion that is currently impacting
various governorates in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

The sector devised a plan to en-
sure sustained services at health
institutions in the impacted areas.

Dr. Mohammed Saif Al Bousafi,
the centre’s coordinator at the Na-
tional Committee for Emergency
Management (NCEM), told Oman
News Agency (ONA) that an
emergency operations chamber
has been activated and that coor-
dination is underway with depart-

HEAVY RAINS GONTINUE T0 LASH
MANY GOVERNORATES OF OMAN

ments that provide electric power
backup to health institutions in
the affected areas.

Al Bousafi added that the over-
all aim is to secure sustained ser-
vices to citizens and residents at
health institutions and to spare
employees and patients any po-
tential risks.

Al Bousafi also affirmed the avail-
ability of basic services, medical
supplies and medicines in health
institutions and warehouses in the
affected governorates. He added
that a plan was set to augment the
capacity of Ibra Hospital in re-
sponse to reports of some people
being stranded or missing in inun-
dated sectors of adjoining valleys.

Al Bousafipointed out that meas-
ures were undertaken to maintain
communication and coordination
with operation units of the Royal
Oman Police and the Royal Air
Force of Oman so that they could
lend support when needed.

Acting in coordination with the
Centre for Disease Control and

Prevention, the authorities have
also devised epidemic prepared-
ness plans to be implemented in
the aftermath of the climatic con-
dition, Al Bousafi explained.

On Sunday, health institutions
in North A’'Sharqiyah Governorate
dealt with various casualties, in-
cluding 13 deaths, Al Bousafi said.

He added that recent health
emergencies included a dysto-
cia (obstructed childbirth) case
of a woman in labour who had to
be airlifted from Jaalan Bani Bu
Hassan Hospital to Sur Hospital
and four medical emergency cases
that were airlifted from Wadi Hatt
to A'Rustaq Hospital.

Al Bousafi said that, as a pre-
cautionary measure, some health
institutions in contingency-prone
areas were closed, including Al
Rahma Hospital in Muscat Gov-
ernorate, Al-Oyoun Health Cen-
tre, Wadi Nam Health Centre in
North A’Shargiyah Governorate
and Al Bashaer Health Centre in
A’Dakhiliyah Governorate.
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Oman meet UAE in football opener
as GCC Youth Games begins today

Oman to take part

in 15 events at the
Games, which will be
inaugurated in Dubai
on Tuesday

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The inaugural GCC
Youth Games, featuring all the six
Gulfnations, and hosted in the five
emirates of the UAE - Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman and Fujai-
rah - will be inaugurated in Dubai
on Tuesday.

Oman will be competing in 15
events at the Games. The Games
will be held from April 16 to May
2 and will see 3,500 athletes, both
boys and girls, compete in 25 in-
dividual and team sports under
the theme “Our Gulf is One... Our
Youth is Promising”.

Oman will kick start their cam-
paign at the Games with a foot-
ball match against the hosts UAE
in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday while
tackwondo competitions will also
begin in Fujairah on the same date.

Only four U17 teams will com-
pete in the football event - Oman,
Bahrain, Kuwait and UAE.

Oman football team coach An-
war Al Habsi said: “The team is in
good shape. We have previously
played with UAE and the boys are
looking for a positive start.”

Abu Dhabi will host football,
swimming, judo, track cycling,
sailing, jiu-jitsu and boxing.
Dubai will host table tennis, ath-
letics, volleyball, e-sports and
golf competitions.

Sharjah will host basketball 3x3,
handball, karate, chess, archery,
equestrian events such as show

jumping and dressage, and track
cycling. Fujairah will host taek-
wondo, fencing and badminton,
while Ajman will host triathlon.
Dubai Opera, showcasing cul-
ture and unity, will launch the
Games on Tuesday. Nearly 1,500
people will attend the opening cer-
emony, which will focus on a treaty
of sustainability, unity and youth.
It will last 40 minutes and

feature traditional music and
acrobatics. The opening ceremo-
ny will be a creative celebration of
the culture and heritage of the Gulf
region. It will feature a variety of
performances from the six coun-
tries, including traditional dances,
music and acrobatics.

The opening ceremony will focus
on sustainability, using sustainable
materials and practices with the

Experts to focus on adopting
sustainability practices

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The dates and agenda
for Oman Sustainability Week
(OSW) 2024 were announced at a
press conference on Monday.

OSW will be hosted by the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals
(MoEM) as the Host Ministry,
and Petroleum Development
Oman (PDO) as the Host Or-
ganisation, and will take place
from 28 April to 2 May, 2024, at
Oman Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre (OCEC) with this
year’s theme ‘Sustainable living
in a circular society’.

Organised by CONNECT
(Oman Exhibitions Organising
Company), OSW aims to illumi-
nate the transformative journey
of energy, power, water, waste
management, future mobility, en-
vironment, and society.

Emphasising the nation’s com-
mitment to the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
(UNSDGs), the event will un-
derscore Oman’s efforts towards
achieving Oman Vision 2040 and
Net Zero 2050.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Ali Al Rajhi, Director General for
Planning and Studies, Ministry of
Energy and Minerals, comment-
ed, “We acknowledge the signifi-
cance of organising an event of
national importance. Oman Sus-
tainability Week 2024 is spread-
ing awareness about the impor-
tance of adopting sustainability
practices, both in daily life and at
the operational level of business-
es, given the long-term impact
they exert. OSW represents more
than just a series of events, it
acts as a catalyst for meaningful
change and knowledge exchange.”

“Through this platform, we as-
pire to foster an exchange of ex-
pertise and ideas that will serve
to inspire tangible actions toward
sustainability objectives, in line
with Oman Vision 2040 and the
Sultanate of Oman’s commit-
ment to achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals by 2030.
Furthermore, by facilitating col-
laborations among diverse stake-
holders, we aim to steer industries
towards integrating sustainable
practices into their operational

ethos, thereby contributing to the
long-term socio-economic pro-
gress of our nation,” he added.

Addressing the gathering,
Mustafa Al Balushi. VP Continu-
ous Improvement, Planning &
Performance/Acting ~ Commu-
nications OQ, said, “OQ’s par-
ticipation as a strategic sponsor
for Oman Sustainability Week
reaffirms its commitment to en-
hancing national efforts aimed
at achieving the goals of Oman
Vision 2040 and the National
Carbon Neutrality Program 2050
under the wise leadership of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik. OQ will present prominent
initiatives accomplished over the
past years, led by the OQ Green
Initiative aiming to achieve na-
tional goals by increasing green
areas through participation in
planting ten million trees in the
Sultanate of Oman.”

“Regarding governance OQ will
review the latest achievements,
financial data, and initiatives
related to governance and insti-
tutional structure. Additionally
we will showcase the added local
value of small and medium en-
terprises, emphasising their im-
portance in sustaining the state’s
financial resources,” he added.

Renowned for its compelling
impact, OSW will feature spon-
sorships from industry stake-
holders, including Asyad Group,
be’ah, bp, Oman LNG, 0Q, Oman
Shell, and PDO as Strategic
Partners, Hydrom as Green Hy-
drogen Partner, 0Q8, OQGN,
and Oxy as Platinum Sponsors,
Averda and Veolia as Gold Spon-
sors, SLB and Sohar Alumini-
um as Silver Sponsors NAMA

Group and Saud Bahwan Group
as Bronze Sponsors, Omantel as
the Technology Partner, Petro-
fac as OSW Talks Sponsor and
Sohar International as Sustain-
able Finance Sponsor.

A platform for dialogue
OSW is poised to serve as a plat-
form for dialogue, knowledge
exchange, collaboration, and
innovation, bringing together
stakeholders from across the
spectrum to explore viable solu-
tions and promote a green, cir-
cular economy. By convening
policymakers, industry leaders,
academics, and thought leaders,
OSW seeks to foster a culture
of collective responsibility, and
catalyse the adoption of sustain-
able practices across all sec-
tors, thereby fostering economic
resilience and social progress.
Furthermore, through various
activities, conferences, and pro-
grammes, OSW facilitates the
exchange of international and lo-
cal expertise and investment op-
portunities, providing an unpar-
alleled platform for discovering
the latest solutions in sustainable
development.

The much-anticipated OSW
Expo will take place from 29
April to 1 May, serving as a hub for
knowledge sharing and network-
ing. This year’s event will show-
case the participation of over 120
exhibiting companies from six
countries, and attract over 12,000
attendees. Furthermore, the event
will feature a distinguished line-
up of over 100 conference speak-
ers and 500 delegates, ensuring
robust discourse and impactful
engagement.

aim to create a beautiful event that
respects the environment.

Young athletes from the partici-
pating countries will march past.
The ceremony will highlight the
importance of sport in promoting
physical and mental health.

Oman will participate in 15
sports, including taekwondo and
fencingin Al Fujairah, chess, hand-
ball, equestrian and basketball

(8x3) in Sharjah, athletics, snooker
and billiards, volleyball and table
tennis in Dubai, and football, sail-
ing, golf and aquatics in Abu Dhabi.

On the first day of taekwondo
competitions, Oman’s Dawod Al
Youssoufi, Ziad Al Balushi, Muhan-
nad Al Hajri, Dania Al Abdali and
Youssef Al Zadjali will be in action.

Meanwhile, the Oman Paralym-
pic team of Ali Saeed Al Harithi,

Ammar Faisal Al Isayi, Faisal
Samir Al Balushi and Maryam
Ahmed Al Badiah - arrived on
Sunday and will compete in 100m,
200m, 400m, long jump and shot
put events.

Oman Paralympic delega-
tion also comprises Abdullah Al
Anbari, Asaad al Qarni, (both
coaches, and Hani al Mashaykhi
(therapist).
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Hamas proposes new
ceasefire agreement

The group’s draft
added that 30
Palestinian prisoners
would be released for
every Israeli civilian,
a steep increase from
the 3:1 ratio of the
weeklong November
truce

TEL AVIV: After rejecting the Is-
raeli proposal of a ceasefire amid
the continuing hostilities in Gaza,
Hamas presented a ceasefire and
hostage release deal to mediators,
demanding that Israel observe a
six-week ceasefire before it re-
ceives any of the 129 hostages held
by the group since October 7.

The group’s proposal was re-
portedly submitted after it reject-
ed the US-mediated deal on Satur-
day late at night.

In the proposal, Hamas put a
condition on the Israel Defence

Force (IDF) that it would be re-
quired to cease all fighting in Gaza
and retreat from urban areas for
six weeks, allowing displaced Pal-
estinians to return north.

It added that only after the end
of the six weeks would any hostag-
es be released, stating further that
it would use the weeks of paused
hostilities to locate the hostages
and ascertain what condition they
are in.

The group’s draft added that 30
Palestinian prisoners would be re-
leased for every Israeli civilian, a

steep increase from the 3:1 ratio of
the weeklong November truce. It
also demanded that 50 Palestinian
prisoners, 30 of them serving life
sentences, be released for every
captive soldier.

The Times of Israel reported
that Israel has previously dis-
missed similar demands as ‘de-
lusional’ and the number of Pal-
estinian prisoners Hamas has
demanded, as well as the severity
of their crimes, has been a sticking
point in several previous rounds of
negotiations.

Earlier, on Saturday, Hamas
submitted its response to Israel’s
hostage deal negotiations and
ceasefire and rejected the latter’s
proposal, sticking to its original
demands, Xinhua reported.

The terror group said it was
sticking to its original demands
for a permanent ceasefire, the
withdrawal of Israeli troops from
the entirety of Gaza, the return of
Palestinians to northern Gaza and
other areas, a surge in humanitar-
ian aid and the start of the Strip’s
reconstruction. -an
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33 killed, 27 injured
in Afghanistan floods

KABUL: At least 33 people were
killed after snow, rain, and sub-
sequent flooding wreaked havoc
in the country over the past three
days, according to TOLOnews.
Moreover, 27 people were in-
jured as a result of flash floods in

the country.
“According to preliminary
statistics, unfortunately, thir-

ty-three people have died and
twenty-seven others have been
injured due to the recent floods.
Similarly, 606 homes have been
either partially or completely de-
stroyed,” said Janan Saiq, spokes-
person for the Taliban-controlled
State Ministry of Disaster
Management.

Saig further stated that the
provinces of Farah, Herat, Zabul,
and Kandahar suffered excessive

loss.

“The majority of the casualties
were in the provinces of Farah,
Herat, Zabul, and Kandahar, with
most victims coming from Kan-
dahar province,” he said, accord-
ing to TOLOnews.

Afghanistan is among the most
vulnerable countries against nat-
ural disasters, including floods,
earthquakes, avalanches, land-
slides and drought.

The State Ministry for Disas-
ter Management Affairs said that
over 22,000 needy families had
received national and foreign aid.

The ministry also warned of
the risk of increasing flood casu-
alties, as well as further snow and
rain precipitation causing flood-
inginthe provinces in the coming
days. -am

Arab League condemns Israeli attacks in West Bank

RAMALLAH: The Arab League
Council today condemned the
large-scale attacks launched by
colonist on several villages and
towns in the occupied West Bank,
with the protection of Israeli
army.

Spokesman for the League’s
Secretary-General, Jamal Rush-
di, said that the war crimes com-
mitted by the occupation on a
daily basis in Gaza should not
cover up what the West Bank is
witnessing.

“The imposition of sanctions
by some countries on a number of
colonists represents a small, late
step that is insufficient to halt such
attacks,” he affirmed.

Rushdi called for the Secu-
rity Council to put an end to this
shameful situation as well as to
held colonists full accountable for
their crimes against Palestinian
and their proprieties in the West

Since last Friday, Israeli colo-
nist militias, with the protection
of Israeli forces, have launched a
wave of terror attack against Pal-
estinians and their proprieties.

(S

These attacks have resulted in
the killing of civilians, injuries to
dozens, and the burning of dozens
of homes and vehicles.

The 17-year-old Omar Hamed,
who was killed by colonist gunfire

58 dead in Tanzania floods

DODOMA: As many as 58 people
have died in Tanzania floods over
the last two weeks, seeking an an-
swer in the country about the in-
frastructure projects, to prevent
flooding in the future, reported Al
Jazeera.

The Tanzanian government re-
leased the death toll late on Sun-
day as heavy rains continued to
lash the East African country.

April marks the peak of Tan-
zania’s rainy season, and it has
been exacerbated this year by the
El Nino phenomenon, causing
droughts and floods across the
world, reported Al Jazeera.

Government spokesman Mob-
hare Matinyi said, “From April 1
to April 14, 2024, there were 58
deaths caused by the heavy rains,
which led to flooding,” stressing
that the country’s coastal region

was one of the worst affected.

“Serious flood effects are experi-
enced in the coast region, where 11
people have so far died,” he added.

Tanzania has plans to construct
14 dams to prevent flooding in fu-
ture, the spokesman said.

Four months ago, at least 63
people were killed during floods in
northern Tanzania that also trig-
gered devastating landslides.

Earlier on Friday, eight school
children drowned after their bus
plunged into a flooded gorge in the
north of the country. Moreover, a
volunteer in the rescue operations
also died, reported Al Jazeera.

“Overall, at least 126,831 peo-
ple were affected by the flooding,”
Matinyi stated.

More than 75,000 farms have
been damaged in the coastal
and Morogoro areas, lying about

200km (124 miles) west of the eco-
nomic capital, Dar-es-Salaam.

However, essential supplies,
including food, have been distrib-
uted to the affected people across
the region.

Moreover, other parts of East
Africahave also been experiencing
heavy rains.

Meanwhile, at least 13 people
have died in flooding in neighbour-
ing Kenya.

Infrastructure has also been
damaged and those living in flood-
prone areas are being urged to
move.

Scientists from the World
Weather Attribution Group noted
that the rainfall in East Africa
“was one of the most intense ever
recorded” in the region between
October and December.

-ANI

in the village of Beitin.

Another terror attack was
lunched by the gun-toting colo-
nists on Al-Mughayir village,
which resulted in the killing of Ji-
had Afif Sidqgi Abu Alia, 25.

During Friday’s rampage, set-
tlers set fire to more than 40 Pal-
estinian facilities and 50 vehicles
in al-Mughayyir, causing nearby
agricultural lands to catch fire as
well.

Eviction notice
The Israeli occupation authori-
ties notified today three Palestin-
ian families to evict their homes
in Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
of the occupied city of Jerusa-
lem, in occupied East Jerusalem,
for the benefit of the colonist
militias.

The municipality gave the three
families until mid-July to imple-
ment the decision. The targeted

Church leader,
worshippers
hurt in mass
stabbing

SYDNEY: Just two days af-
ter a mass shooting-stabbing
incident at a shopping mall at
Bondi Junction Westfield, sev-
eral people were again stabbed
at a church in Wakeley, a suburb
of Sydney, on Monday night,
The Sydney Morning Herald
reported.

A church leader and multiple
worshippers were stabbed dur-
ing a service and one man has
been arrested, according to the
police.

Viral video footage circulat-
ing on social media captured the
harrowing moment when, Bish-
op Mar Mari Emmanuel, stand-
ing at the altar, was approached
by aman in a black jumper who
then stabbed him in the chest.

The bishop fell to the ground,
enduring further attacks as
parishioners rushed to his aid,
managing to separate the as-
sailant from him, as reported by
The Sydney Morning Herald.

In the aftermath, video foot-
age revealed the bishop on the
floor as parishioners applied

bandages to his head.
The episode was lives-
treamed.

Emmanuel, known for his
leadership in an ultra-conserva-
tive sect of the Assyrian Ortho-
dox faith and his involvement
in the Christian Lives Matter
movement, has attracted atten-
tion for his fiery sermons.

Police have arrested one in-
dividual in connection with the
attack, who is currently assist-
ing with their inquiries. -am

houses are inhabited by three fam-
ilies consisting of 20 members.

A member of the Sheikh Jarrah
Neighborhood Defence Commit-
tee, owner of one of the targeted
homes, Saleh Diab, said that the
Jerusalem Magistrate Court held
a hearing regarding the case at
the end of'last May, during which
the court judge was informed
that there was a decision from
the Israeli Supreme Court to
freeze the decision regarding the
evacuation of 28 families from
their homes in Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood.

Diab added that The Nahalat
Shimoun Colonial Association ex-
erted pressure on the magistrate
court judge, forcing him to look
into the case again. He gave the
family lawyer and the colonists’
lawyer 4 months to respond to the
allegations.

Today, the judge issued the deci-

sion to evacuate the three families
from their homes in the neighbor-
hood, Diab added.

He added that the three families
have been living in the houses for
56 years, and began their struggle
in the courts to prove their rights
since 2009 after receiving judicial
notices.

For years, the Israeli occupation
authorities have been trying to dis-
place the residents of the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood in occupied
Jerusalem in various ways. How-
ever, they refused to do so, clinging
to their homes despite all the strict
restrictions imposed on them by
the occupation.

More than 500 Palestinians liv-
ing in 28 houses in the neighbour-
hood are facing threats of forced
expulsion at the hands of settle-
ment associations backed by the
Israeli government and its judici-
ary system. -wara

Severe floods hit
Kazakhstan, Russia

MOSCOW: More than 125,000
people have been displaced by
flooding in Russia’s southern Ural
region and northern Kazakhstan,
authorities said on Monday.

Swiftly melting snow swelled
several rivers in the region last
week, including the Ural, Eu-
rope’s third-largest river, with
authorities saying that water lev-
els had risen by metres in a mat-
ter of hours to the highest levels
ever recorded.

Authorities said floodwaters
continue to rise, posing further
threats.

Some 1,000 homes were flood-
ed in the North Kazakhstan re-
gion, and over 5,000 people had
been evacuated, local officials
said. There have been interrup-
tions in power and water supply
inregion.

People were queuing up in
front of water trucks moving

from one neighbourhood to an-
other in the badly affected city of
Petropavlovsk in North Kazakh-
stan. The main reservoir supply-
ing the city with drinkable water
has been flooded.

Just a few hundred kilometres
over the border, Russia’s Kurgan,
a region of 800,000 people at the
confluence of the Ural mountains
and Siberia, was grappling with
flooding and rising water levels in
the Tobol River.

“The city of Kurgan itself will
be next,” Shumkov said. “The
flow of the Tobol is accelerating.
The water level in it is

constantly rising.” Shumkov
highlighted that “the city of Kur-
gan itself will be next.”

Floods were also inundat-
ing homes in the Tomsk region
in the southwestern part of Si-
beria, regional officials said on
Telegram. -pw
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Joe Biden, Jordan King Abdullah
discuss Middle East situation

Biden “strongly
condemned” the
drone and missile
attack launched
by Iran, which the
US president said
threatened Jordan
and the Jordanian
people”

NEW YORK: US President Joe
Biden and Jordan’s King Abdullah
II have spoken about the current
situation in the Middle East, the
White House said in a statement.

Biden “strongly condemned”
the drone and missile attack
launched by Iran on Saturday,
which the US president said “also
threatened Jordan and the Jorda-
nian people.”

The White House said that both
leaders would “continue to moni-
tor the situation and will remain in
close touch over the coming days.”

The situation in Gaza was also
discussed and the leaders “reaf-
firmed their cooperation to in-
crease critical humanitarian assis-
tance to Gaza,” while also seeking a
way of ending the crisis as soon as

possible.

‘While it is officially not known
which of Israel’s neighbours par-
ticipated in the shooting down of
the wave of missiles fired by Iran
on Israel, one such country ap-
peared to be Jordan.

“There was an assessment that
there was a real danger of Iranian
marches and missiles falling on
Jordan, and the armed forces dealt
with this danger. And if this danger
came from Israel, Jordan would
take the same action,” Jordanian
Foreign Minister Ayman al-Safadi

said in an interview on Al-Mamla-
ka state television at the weekend.

Germany’s Scholz says steps
must be taken to ‘contribute to
de-escalation’

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
on Monday said that Israel had
managed to defend itself from
Iran’s missile attack and that ef-
forts now needed to be made to de-
escalate the situation.

“Everyone agrees that the way
in which Israel managed to suc-
cessfully repel this attack... is re-
ally impressive,” Scholz said in

Shanghai during a three-day visit
to China.

“That is a success that should
not be given away, and therefore
our advice is to contribute to de-
escalation,” Scholz said.

Also speaking on Monday, Ger-
man Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock said that Israel’s success-
ful defensive efforts needed to be
backed up with diplomatic meas-
ures to prevent an escalation.

“Israel has won defensively
thanks to its strong air defence
and the efforts of the US, Britain,

Expert: Iran not interested in
full-scale war with Israel

TEHRAN: As Israel
considers its response to

the massive Iranian drone
attack, there are fears that the
conflict could escalate into a
major war in the Middle East.

Kristin Helberg, a German
journalist and Middle East
expert, told DW that the risk
of escalation depends on
whether Israel decides to hit
back in a manner that Iran
would consider “existential.”
“Iran made it clear... whatever
Israel does to Iran, Iran would
answer,” she said.

According to Helberg,
Iran’s weekend attack
showed that Tehran is ready
to move from the role of mas-
terminding attacks on Israel
through its proxies in the
region to becoming a direct
participant in the war.

She said that Iran had to
retaliate for the April 1 attack
on the Iranian diplomatic

and Arabic states,” Baerbock told a
news conference in Paris.

“Now we must prevent an es-
calation in the region,” Baerbock

compound in Damascus,
and Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Khamenei made
it clear that he considered
the attack to be an attack on
Iranian territory.

However, the Iranian
attack on Israel saw limited
participation by Hezbol-
lah and Houthis, and it was
meant to show that are-
sponse was possible without
Iran actually escalating the
situation into a full-blown
war, according to the expert.

“The whole message is
here: We have a massive re-
sponse but it’s under control,”
Helberg said, adding that
Tehran is not interested in
a full-blown war with Israel
and the US.

“I think Netanyahu will be
wiser to go also for a diplo-
matic responce and listen
very carefully to what his
US partner is telling him,”
Helberg said. -ow

said, adding she had spoken to
Iran’s foreign minister on Sunday
and clearly warned him about fur-
ther escalation. -ow

World leaders call for caution against an escalation

BERLIN: As Israel considers
the next step following the week-
end’s drone and missile attack by
Iran during the weekend, world
leaders are cautioning against an
escalation.

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Monday said his coun-
try would do all it can to avoid fur-
ther escalation.

“We are all worried about a
possible escalation,” Macron told
BFM TV and RMC radio in an
interview.

British Foreign Secretary David
Cameron called on Israel not to
retaliate, framing Iran’s attack as a
“almost a total failure.”

Blinken calls up Turkish, Egyptian,
Jordanian and Saudi counterparts

WASHINGTON, DC: Amid ris-
ing tensions in West Asia, US Sec-
retary of State, Antony Blinken
on Sunday spoke with his Turk-
ish counterpart, Hakan Fidan to
discuss the ‘blatant’ and ‘unprec-
edented’ attack by Iran and its
proxies on Israel, US Department
of State spokesperson Mathew
Miller said.

In conversation with Turkish
leader, Secretary Blinken thanked
him for his efforts to prevent fur-
ther escalation in the region.

US official also spoke with his
counterparts in Egypt, Jordan and
Saudi Arabia following Iran’s at-
tacks in Israel.

During his phone calls, Blinken
emphasised the importance of
avoiding escalation in the region
and the importance of “a coordi-
nated diplomatic response.”

In his conversation with his
counterparts in Jordan and Egypt,
Blinken also underlined the signif-
icance of achieving an “enduring
end to the crisis in Gaza.”

Spokesperson Miller shared
details about Secretary Blinken’s
conversation with Saudi Foreign
Minister, Faisal bin Farhan, say-
ing, “@SecBlinken spoke with
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince @
FaisalbinFarhan to discuss last
night’s unprecedented air attack
against military facilities in Israel
and to coordinate on a diplomatic
response.”

“@SecBlinken and Jordanian
Foreign Minister @AymanHsafa-
di discussed Iran’s unprecedented
air attack on Israel and the impor-
tance of regional de-escalation,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the hours-long Is-

raeli war cabinet meeting ended
Sunday night without a decision
onhow Israel will respond to Iran’s
missile and drone attack, CNN re-
ported citing an Israeli official.

The cabinet is determined to re-
spond but has yet to decide on the
timing and scope and the official
said the military has been tasked
with coming up with additional
options for aresponse.

Inits first direct attack on Israel
on Saturday night, Israel launched
more than 300 drones and mis-
siles from its territory towards the
Jewish state, triggering air raid si-
rens throughout Israel on Sunday
morning as the country’s advanced
air defence intercepted and disa-
bled the projectiles that came its
way, the Times of Israel reported.

Amid rising tensions in West
Asia, US President Joe Biden
made it clear to his counterparts
that America will not get drawn
into any offensive action against
Iran after it launched a barrage of
missiles against Israel on Satur-
day, CNN reported, citing US offi-

cials familiar with the matter.

Israeli response was
unnecessary

In the conversation between Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and President Biden
following the successful inter-
ception of Iranian drones and
missiles by Israel’s advanced air
defence system, Biden suggested
that further Israeli response was
unnecessary.

Over aphone call with the Israeli
PM, Biden said he should consider
Saturday a ‘win’ because Iran’s at-
tacks had been largely unsuccess-
ful and demonstrated Israel’s su-
perior military capability, a senior
administration official said.

The US assessed that there was
“no significant damage within Is-
rael itself,” CNN reported.

Earlier, Iran came out in defence
ofits retaliatory attack on Israel on
Saturday in response to an attack
on its consulate in Syria, saying
that the “matter can be deemed
concluded”. -am

“If you're sitting in Israel this
morning, youTre thinking quite
rightly, we have every right to re-
spond to this and they do. But we
are urging that they shouldn’t
escalate,” Cameron told British
broadcaster Sky News on Monday.

“In many ways this has been a
double defeat for Iran. The attack
was an almost total failure, and
they revealed to the world that
they are the malign influence in
the region prepared to do this. So
our hope is that there won’t be a
retaliatory response.”

Saturday saw Iran launch hun-
dreds of drones and missiles at
Israel in response to a suspected

Israeli attack on Iran’s consulate
in Syria on April 1, in which two
Iranian generals were killed.

The Israel Defence Forces (IDF)
on Sunday said it had intercepted
99% of the over 300 drones and
missiles launched.

Airports in Iran resume
operations after attack
on Israel
Iranian state media has reported
the reopening of airports in Teh-
ran and elsewhere on Monday fol-
lowingIran’s drone and missile at-
tack on Israel.

Flights had been suspended
following Saturday’s first direct

attack on Israeli territory, which
came as a response to an attack on
Iran’s consulate in Syria that Teh-
ran blamed Israel for carrying out.

The IRNA news agency report-
ed that “flights at Imam Khomeini
International Airport in Tehran
were back to normal as of 6:00
am (0230 GMT).” Other airports
across the country were also re-
ported to be in operation.

The Iranian attack led to fears of
possible Israeli retaliatory strikes
with airlines suspending opera-
tions in the region.

Neighbouring countries Jordan,
Iraq and Lebanon also temporarily
closed their airspace. -ow

Neither region nor world can
afford more war: UN chief

NEW YORK: Addressing the
emergency meeting of the UN
Security Council, which was con-
vened after Iranian drone and
missile launches into Israel, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres on Sunday said the ‘Mid-
dle East’ was on the brink, adding
that neither the region nor the
world can afford more war.

“We have a shared responsibil-
ity to work for peace. Regional-
-and indeed global--peace and
security are being undermined by
the hour. Neither the region nor
the world can afford more war,”
Guterres said in his statement.

“The Middle East is on the
brink. The people of the region
are confronting a real danger of
a devastating full-scale conflict.
Now is the time to defuse and de-
escalate. Now is the time for max-
imum restraint,” he added.

He also condemned the Iranian
air raids into Israel to avenge the
attack on its embassy in Syria,
which left three of its top mili-
tary generals dead, while calling
for an immediate cessation of
hostilities.

“I strongly condemn the seri-
ous escalation represented by
the large-scale attack launched
on Israel by the Islamic Republic
of Iran this evening. And I call for
an immediate cessation of these
hostilities,” the UN said.

“I remind all Member States
that the Charter of the United
Nations prohibits the use of force
against the territorial integrity
or political independence of any
state, or in any other manner in-
consistent with the Purposes of
the United Nations,” he added.

Guterres also dwelt on the on-
going war between Israel and Ha-
mas, reiterating the UN’s call for
immediate ceasefire and uncon-
ditional release of all hostages.

“We have a shared responsi-
bility to secure an immediate
humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza,
the immediate and unconditional
release of all hostages, and the un-
impeded delivery of humanitar-
ian aid,” he said.

“We have a shared responsibil-
ity to stop violence in the occu-
pied West Bank, de-escalate the
situation along the Blue Line, and
re-establish safe navigation in the
Red Sea,” he added.

G7 countries condemn
Iran’s air raid on Israel
Condemning Iran’s retaliatory
drone and missile strikes on Isra-
el, the leaders of the G7 countries
said the Islamic nation has fur-
ther ‘stepped up’ the destabilisa-
tion of the region, CNN reported.
“We express our full solidar-
ity and support to Israel and its
people and reaffirm our commit-
ment towards its security,” read

the statement, adding, “With its
actions, Iran has further stepped
toward the destabilisation of the
region and risks provoking an un-
controllable regional escalation.
This must be avoided.”

The G7 leaders vowed to con-
tinue working towards stabilising
the situation and avoiding further
escalation. “In this spirit, we de-
mand that Iran and its proxies
cease their attacks, and we stand
ready to take further measures
now and in response to further
destabilising initiatives,” the
statement read further.

The meeting was chaired by
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni.

President of the European Un-
ion Commission, Ursula von der
Leyen, also shared the details of
the G7 meeting on her official X
handle, posting, “Today, we, the
G7 Leaders, condemned Iran’s
unprecedented attack against Is-
raelin the strongest terms. We ex-
press our solidarity and support
to the people of Israel. And reaf-
firm our commitment towards its
security.” -am
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Rohit’s ton goes in Oman trounce UAE

vain as Mumbai
lose to Chennai

i g
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MUMBALI: Opener Rohit Shar-
ma’s valiant second Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) century went
in vain as a four-wicket haul
from Matheesha Pathirana man-
aged to restrict a power-packed
Mumbai Indians (MI) line-up to
186/6 in their 20 overs and Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK) secured a
20-run  win at Wankhede
Stadium on Sunday.

With this win, CSK climbed
to number three with four wins
and two losses, giving them eight
points. MI is at eighth spot, with
two wins and four losses, giving
them four points.

In the run chase of 207 runs,
openers Rohit Sharma and Is-
han Kishan started well as
they reached 63/0 at the end of
powerplay.

Pathirana ended the partner-
ship at 70 runs, getting Ishan
caught (23). Suryakumar Yadav
walked in but was caught bril-
liantly by Mustafizur near the
boundary on third-man position.
Rohit completed his half-century
in 30 balls, with seven fours and
two sixes.

Tilak Varma and Rohit contin-
ued to fight bringing their 50-run
stand in 30 balls. However, Pathi-
rana ended the partnership, with
Varmagone for 31. MIwere 130/3
in 13.5 overs. Skipper Hardik
Pandya could not survive for long
and Tim David departed after hit-
ting two sixes.

Pathirana continued to run
through MTI’s line-up, cleaning up
Romario Shepherd’s stumps as
MI slumped to 157/6in17.3 overs.

TODAY’S MATGH

Kolkata Knight Riders
Vs
Rajasthan Rovyals
Kolkata, 6pm

Rohit got his second IPL ton
in 61 balls as MI innings ended
at 186/6 with Rohit (105* in 63
balls, with 11 fours and five sixes).

Pathirana (4/28) was the pick of
the bowlers for CSK. Tushar and
Mustafizur secured a wicket each.

Earlier, brilliant half-centuries
by Ruturaj Gaikwad and Shivam
Dube and a ‘Mahi Special’ hat-
trick of sixes by MS Dhoni in the
final over took Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) to 206/4.

Gaikwad reached his second
IPL half-century in 33 balls, with
three fours and four sixes while
Dube reached his second IPL
2024 fifty in 28 balls, with seven
fours and two sixes. CSK were
186/4 in 19.2 overs when Dhoni
walked in and made an immedi-
ate impact with three successive
sixes, one over long-on, the other
over long-off and the third over
squareleg as CSK ended at 206/4,
with Dhoni (20* in four balls) and
Dube (66* in 38 balls, with 10
fours and two sixes) unbeaten.
Brief scores: Chennai Super
Kings: 206/4 (Ruturaj Gaikwad
69, Shivam Dube 66%* Hardik
Pandya 2/43) beat Mumbai
Indians 186/6 (Rohit Sharma
105*, Tilak Varma 31, Matheesha
Pathirana 4/ 28) - Agencies

y nhine wickets for
third win in a row

Kashyap Prajapati
and Khalid Kail hit

half-centuries while

pacer Bilal Khan
picks three wickets
for the hostsin a
rain-shortened
match at the ACC

Men’s Premier Cup

MUSCAT: A dominant Oman
outplayed UAE by nine wickets in
a Group B match to register their
third successive win in the ACC
Men’s Premier Cup T20I tourna-
ment at the Oman Cricket Acad-
emy ground on Monday.

For the second successive day,
rains and wet outfield delayed the
game and the game was curtailed
to 15 overs a side.

Having defeated Bahrain in the
opener and Cambodia on Sun-
day, the third victory for Duleep
Mendis-coached side meant they
stayed on top of the group with a
game remaining. Oman play their
concluding game against Kuwait
on Wednesday where a win will
seal the top spot. UAE are second
with four after Monday’s loss with
Kuwait at third with two points
but having played a game less.

Nepal with three wins currently
lead Group A.

On Monday, Oman chased
down the target of 143 to win in
124 overs, as Kashyap Prajapati
and Khalid Kail slammed un-
beaten half-centuries and Naseem
Khushi made abrisk 39 off 15 balls.

Oman openers - Prajapati
and Khushi - were in rampaging
form as the hosts sprinted to 30
for no loss in just two overs with
the wicketkeeper-batter Khushi
blasting 25 off just eight balls that

included three huge sixes. Oman
raced to 50 in only three overs with
Prajapati at 18 and Khushi at 30.

The duo shared a 67-run stand
in 4.4 overs before Khushi depart-
ed for 15-ball 39 off Ali Naseer.

His cameo included four hits
over the ropes and two bounda-
ries. Khushi also set a new Oman

-

record for most sixes in T20Is as
he reached 48 to better Zeeshan
Magsood’s 44. Having laid a solid
platform, Kail joined Prajapati
and the pair kept the momentum
as they took Oman past 100 in 7.4
overs. At the end of eight overs, the
hosts were 104/1 with Prajapati on
35 and Kail on 27.

There was no respite for the
UAE bowlers as the pair smashed
them all around the park with Pra-
japati reaching his 50 off 33 balls
that included five boundaries and
two maximums. He stayed un-
beaten on 53. Kail was not to be
left behind in the run chase as he
stayed unbeaten on 50 off 23 balls,
a knock that was studded with
five sixes and two boundaries, as
Oman completed an emphatic
win, reaching 147/1 with 14 balls
remaining as the three batters hita
total of 11 sixes.

Earlier, Oman skipper Zeeshan
Magsood hoping to capitalise on
overcast conditions opted to field
after winning the toss.

Pacer Bilal Khan gave Oman a
dream start with a wicket off the
second ball of the innings as he
clean bowled Alishan Sharafu.
Fayyaz Butt castled Vishnu Su-
kumaran in the third over to leave
UAE struggling at 16/2. At the end
of the powerplay, UAE were 39/2.

Skipper Muhammad Waseem
and Asif Khan then got into the act
toresurrect the innings as they put
on a 88-run third-wicket partner-
ship in eight overs, before Bilal got
the breakthrough with the wicket
of Waseem. The duo’s 50-run
stand came off 31 balls and UAE
crossed 100-run mark in 9.4 overs.

The UAE skipper made a 25-ball
45 with four boundaries and two
sixes. Oman’s third pacer Kalee-
mullah sent back Basil Hameed in
the 13th over as UAE tried to accel-
erate the run-rate.

Asif Khan stayed till the final
ball of the innings for a standout
innings of 66 off 45 balls that in-
cluded six fours and two sixes as
UAE finished at 142/5.

He reached his half-century in
37 balls and only his onslaught
helped the side reach a competi-
tive total before being adjudged
leg-before to Bilal who finished
with three wickets for 11 runs and
was named player of the match.
Brief scores: UAE 142/5 in 15
overs (Muhammad Waseem 45,
Asif Khan 66; Bilal Khan 3/11)
lost to Oman 147/1 in 12.4overs
(Kashyap Prajapati 53* Naseem
Khushi 39, Khalid Kail 50%).
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,

with prices for delivery by June 2024
reaching $89.59, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 76
cents from the price of Friday, which
was $90.35. - oNa

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,727.73
points, up by 0.58 per cent from
previous close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.14 per cent at 451.85 points.
Muscat Thread Mill, up 8.82 per cent,
was the top gainer while National Gas,

down 947 per cent, was the top loser.

Bank Muscat posts net profit of
OMRS54.24mn for first quarter

Net Interest Income
from Conventional
Banking and Net
Income from Islamic
Financing stood at
OMRS5.45 million
for the three months
period ended on

31 March 2024

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the flag-
ship financial institution in the
Sultanate of Oman, announced
its preliminary unaudited results
for the three months ended 31
March 2024.

The bank posted a net profit of
OMR54.24 million for the period
compared to OMR51.30 million
reported during the same period
in 2023, an increase of 5.7 per cent.

Key highlights

Net Interest Income from Conven-
tional Banking and Net Income
from Islamic Financing stood at

OMR9545 million for the three
months period ended 31 March
2024 compared to OMR91.71 mil-
lion for the same period in 2023, an
increase of 4.1 per cent.

Non-interest income  was
OMR37.25 million for the three
months period ended 31 March
2024 as compared to OMR31.50
million for the same period in
2023, an increase of 18.3 per cent.
This increase was due to overall
improvement in various business

lines and volume increase.

Operating expenses
Operating expenses for the three
months period ended 31 March
2024 was OMR51.80 million as
compared to OMR48.70 million
for the same period in 2023, an in-
crease of 6.4 per cent.
NetImpairment for creditlosses
for the three months period ended
31 March 2024 was OMR16.13
million as against OMR14.44 mil-

lion for the same period in 2023.

Net Loans and advances in-
cluding Islamic financing re-
ceivables increased by 1.0 per
cent to OMR9,854 million as
against OMR9,762 million as at
31 March 2023.

Customer deposits includ-
ing Islamic Customer depos-
its increased by 8.4 per cent to
OMRY9,750 million as against
OMRS8,992 million as at 31
March 2023.

Treasury hills worth OMR20mn issued

MUSCAT: The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) raised OMR20 mil-
lion by way of allotting treasury
bills on Monday.

The value of the allotted Treas-
ury bills amounted to OMR500
thousand, for a maturity period of
28 days.

The average accepted price
reached OMR99.650 for eve-
ry OMR100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR99.650 per OMR100. The
average discount rate and the aver-
age yield reached 4.56250 per cent
and 4.57852 per cent, respectively.

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills amounted to OMR19.5
million, for a maturity period of
91 days. The average accepted
price reached OMR98.747 for
every OMR100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR98.740 per OMRI100. The
average discount rate and the aver-
age yield reached 5.02505 per cent
and 5.08880 per cent, respectively.

The treasury bills are short-
term highly secured financial in-
struments issued by the Ministry
of Finance, and they provide li-
censed commercial banks the op-
portunity to invest their surplus
funds. The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) acts as the Issue Manager
and provides the added advantage

i

of ready liquidity through dis-
counting and repurchase facilities
(Repo).

It may be noted that the interest
rate on the Repo operations with
CBO is 6.00 per cent while the dis-
count rate on the Treasury Bills
Discounting Facility with CBO is
6.50 per cent.

hddg
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Furthermore, the treasury bills
promote the local money market
by creating a benchmark yield
curve for short-term interest
rates. Additionally, the govern-
ment may also resort to this in-
strument whenever felt necessary
for financing its recurrent expen-
ditures. -ona

FSA calls on accounting and audit firms
to submit data for assessment and review

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Financial Services
Authority (FSA) has issued a cir-
cular to all accounting and audit
firms to file their particulars for
the purpose of assessment and
reviews related to the accounting
and audit profession.

The move comes after issuance
of Royal Decree No. 20/2024 which
established the FSA and trans-
ferred the functions of regulating
and supervising the accounting and
audit profession to the FSA to de-
velop and regulate the profession to
ensure competency and integrity.
FSA endeavours to enhance the
integrity and stability of the Omani
financial sector and to upgrade the
regulatory role of the licensed firms
in accordance with the interna-
tional requirements to enhance the
performance of the financial sector
to ensure constructive impact on
the performance of the private sec-
tor and the national economy of the
Sultanate of Oman in general.

FSA has issued the circular on
Aril 7 and granted the firms two
weeks to respond.

FSA imposes penalty on Shumookh Industrial
Development Fund for financial reporting violation

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Financial
Services Authority has issued
Administrative Decision No.
1/2024 imposing a finan-

cial penalty on Shumookh
Industrial Development Fund

for failing to file financial state-
ments for the second and third

quarters of 2023 in violation
of Article 279 of the Execu-
tive Regulation of the Capital
Market Law no. 1/20009.

Article 279 provides; “Every
issuer shall prepare unaudited

interim financial statements

for first, second and third quar-

ters of the financial year and

disclose the same immediately

after approval by the board of

directors and within not more
than 30 days from the end of
the quarter. However, the issu-
ers who have subsidiaries and
are required to prepare con-
solidated financial statements
would be allowed 45 days for
the same.

Financial statements mean
the balance sheet, income
statement, cash flow statement,
a statement on change in share-
holder’s equity and the notes to
the financial statements.

Such disclosures shall be ac-
companied by a report contain-
ing the material events that af-
fected the issuer’s performance
and its financial position during
the financial period of the
report and reasons for material

changes in figures compared to
the same financial period of the
previous year.”

Itis worth noting that FSA
isrequired to ensure providing
periodic and material informa-
tion of the issuers of securi-
ties on a timely basis taking
into account the integrity and
accuracy of information for
all consumers in the stock
exchange and such disclosure
shall be via the website of the
stock exchange as central out-
let for dissemination of issuers’
news to ensure fairness among
all consumers to increase the
level of investor confidence so
as the Omani capital market
will be attractive to foreign and
local capital.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF PRELIMINARY UNAUDITED RESULTS

Particulars (RO millions)

Particulars (RO millions) For the | 31Mar |31 Mar | Change
period ended 2024 2023 (%)

Net interest income & Islamic 9545 9171 4.1%
financing income

Other operating income 37.25 31.50 18.3%
Operating expenses 51.80 48.70 6.4%
Operating profit 80.90 74.51 8.6%
Net profit 54.24 51.30 5.7%
Particulars (RO millions) 31Mar |31Mar | Change
As at period ended 2024 2023 (%)
Total Assets 14,003 | 13,076 | 7.1%
Net loans and Islamic financing 9,854 9,762 1.0%
Conventional loans and advances 8,327 8,289 0.5%
Islamic financing receivables 1,527 1,473 3.7%
Customer deposits and Islamic 9,750 8,992 |[84%
deposits

Conventional customer deposits 8,410 7780 8.1%
Islamic customer deposits 1,340 1,212 10.6%
Total Equity™ 2,301 2,173 5.9%

*Total Equity includes Perpetual Tier I capital of OMR505 million (2023:

OMR505 million).

The full results for the three
months period ended 31 March
2024 along with the complete set
of unaudited financial statements

will be released following the ap-
proval of the Board of Directors of
the Bank at its meeting scheduled
later during April 2024.

India’s travel, tourism
sector set to generate

revenue of

NEW DELHI: The travel and
tourism market in India is set
to generate a revenue of $23.72
billion in 2024, with a projected
annual growth rate (CAGR 2024-
2028) of 9.62 per cent, according
to projections by the India Brand
Equity Foundation (IBEF).

This growth trajectory is ex-
pected to propel the market vol-
ume to $34.25 billion by 2028.

As per Invest India, India an-
nounced 100 per cent Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in tour-
ism-related ventures, includ-
ing the development of hotels,
resorts, and recreational facili-
ties, in a move aimed at fostering
growth and development in the
tourism sector as of 2023.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been asserting that In-
dia’s efforts in the tourism sector
are centred on preserving its rich
heritage while at the same time
creating aworld-class infrastruc-
ture for tourism.

The total FDI inflows in India
for the fiscal year 2023-2024 stand
at a $17.96 billion, with $11.54 bil-
lion attributed to FDI equity.

This announcement comes
as the nation charts a course to-
wards bolstering its tourism in-
dustry, positioning it as a major
contributor to economic growth
and job creation. The tourism
landscape in India is diverse,
with the package holidays market
emerging as the largest segment,
projected to reach a market vol-
ume of $10.48 billion in 2024.

By 2028, the number of users
in the package holidays market
is expected to soar to 64.74 mil-
lion, with a user penetration rate

$23.7bn

increasing from 7.8 per cent in
2024 t010.0 per centin 2028.

The average revenue per user
(ARPU) in this segment is fore-
casted to be $209.70 by 2028,
with online sales expected to
contribute 60 per cent of the total
revenue in the travel and tourism
market in India.

In alignment with global trends,
India’s tourism industry is un-
dergoing a transformation, with
a focus on promoting sustainable
and eco-friendly travel options
to attract travellers. The sector is
poised to make significant contri-
butions to the country’s GDP, with
projections indicating that it will
contribute $250 billion by 2030,
generating employment for 137
million individuals.

In a recent development on
March 7, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi dedicated and launched
52 tourism sector projects worth
more than Rs 1400 crores under
the Swadesh Darshan and PRA-
SHAD Scheme.

These projects encompass
various aspects of tourism infra-
structure development, includ-
ing pilgrimage sites, heritage
destinations, and recreational
facilities, with a focus on enhanc-
ing visitor experiences and pro-
moting local communities’ par-
ticipation in tourism initiatives.

With India’s tourism industry
poised for exponential growth,
driven by factors such as world-
class infrastructure develop-
ment, evolving technology land-
scape, and rising disposable
incomes, the nation is poised to
emerge as a leading global tour-
ism destination. -ant
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MSX index MUSCAT
ends higher

Muscat Thread Mill, up 8.82 per cent, was the

top gainer while National Gas, down 9.47 per

cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,727.73 points, up by
0.58 per cent from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended down
by 0.14 per cent at 451.85 points.
Muscat Thread Mill, up 8.82 per
cent, was the top gainer while
National Gas, down 947 per cent,
was the top loser. Shares of So-
har International Bank were the
most active in terms of number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 1376 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading  session, generating
turnover of OMR347 million,
with more than 19.75 million
shares changing hands. Out of 50
traded securities, 22 advanced,
13 declined, and 15 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
foreign investors were net buyers
for OMR152,000 while domes-
tic investors were net sellers for
OMR128,000, followed by GCC
& Arab investors for OMR25,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,713.93 points, up 0.68 per cent.
Prices of Taageer Finance, Sohar
International Bank, United Fi-
nance, Global Financial Invest-
ments, Muscat Finance were up
by 5.00 per cent, 3.57 per cent,
3.33 per cent, 3.23 per cent, 1.82

per cent respectively.

Prices of Al Madina Invest-
ments, Takaful Oman, Al Sharqgia
Investment, Al Anwar Invest-
ment, Oman United Insurance
were down by 8.62 per cent, 1.85
per cent, 1.28 per cent, 1.11 per
cent, 0.71 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5,812.53 points, up 0.03 per cent.
Prices of Muscat Thread Mill,
Voltamp Energy, Jazeera Steel
Products, Oman Cement, Raysut
Cement were up by 8.82 per cent,
5.95 per cent, 3.85 per cent, 2.78
per cent, 0.80 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of Galfar Engineer-
ing, Al Maha Ceramics, Al Anwar
Ceramics, Gulf Mushroom Prod-
ucts were down by 7.90 per cent,
1.85 per cent, 1.11 per cent, 0.42
per cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.21
per cent before closing at 1,858.18
points. Prices of Barka Water &
Power Company, SMN Power
Holding, Muscat Desalination, Al
Suwadi Power, Al Jazeera Servic-
es were up by 4.17 per cent, 3.55
per cent, 2.60 per cent, 2.44 per
cent, 2.08 per cent respectively.
Prices of National Gas, Ooredoo,
Renaissance Services were down
by 947 per cent, 0.67 per cent,
0.25 per cent respectively. — united
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INDICES

Index High Low Value Prev.Value Diff Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 472773 4,701.60 472773 4,700.59 2714 0.58
FINANCIAL INDEX 7,713.93 7,661.30 7,713.93 7,661.77 52.16 0.68
Industry Index 5,865.87 5,812.53 5,812.53 5,810.60 1.93 0.03
Services Index 1,858.18 1,849.77 1,858.18 1,854.28 3.90 0.21
MSX Shariah Index 455.24 450.11 451.85 452.50 -0.65 -0.14
MSX TR INDEX 6,537.42 6,501.28 6,537.42 6,499.89 37.53 0.58
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,702.37 8,643.00 8,702.37 8,643.53 58.85 0.68
SERVICES TR IDX 2,147.09 2,137.37 2,147.09 2,142.58 4.50 0.21
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX 6,753.86 6,692.44 6,692.44 6,690.22 2.22 0.03
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,027.09 1,027.09 1,027.09 1,025.49 1.60 0.16
Trading Summary

Volume ..... .Turnover .... Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded

3,472,410 22 13 15 50

ISIN. SECURITY NAME

REGULAR MARKET

OMO0000002176. JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT!

OMO0000003398

0OMO0000004248 SMN POWER HOLDING

SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK......

5,8

OMO0000002374.

UNITED FINANCE
OMO0000003125.

0OMO0000001749 OMAN CEMENT

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ...

451,400

+00:300,600...
0,531

OM0000002226 ALJAZEERA SERVICES

436.

0OMO0000003026 OMAN TELECOM.

183,9

0OMO0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL

462)775.

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT

1,592,950.

OMO0000001533 OMINVEST.

6,295.

OMO0000001483. NATIONAL BANK OMAN

1,000.

64,083,028

22,079,892

,800,000
22,422,903
,995,047
89,000,000

0.100.......14,525,000

.0.100 2,004,208,016

OMO0000001681 OMAN EMIRATES HO.

8,100.

.0.100....274,029,825
0.100....424,371,999

0OMO0000003224

RENAISSANCE SERVICES

348,000.

OMO0000003968 OOREDOO

642,400,

OMO0000001087. OMAN UNITED INSURANCE.

205,21

OMO0000002168. ALANWAR CERAMIC

505,19:

115,625

94,327,590

OM0000002440
OMO0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS

AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO.

8,200.

5,006.

Total 19

0.100.....193,981,381

.0.100...... 27,800,000
39,380,000
,930,000
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OM0000002036 . MUSCAT THREAD MILL

OM0000003661 . VOLTAMP ENERGY.

OM0000003281. . TAAGEER FINANCE

OM0000003141 . BARKA WATER AND POWER

22,041

OM0000007084 . MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION

515,600.
66,011

OM0000004933 . AL SUWADI POWER

620,120.

OM0000001590. . MUSCAT FINANCE

120,000.

OM0000001178 . MUSCAT GASES

119,040.

OM0000009072

OM0000001418 . RAYSUT CEMENT

O G CASINEHIR) R 1,776,966.

83,922,

OM0000001707. . OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY

250.

OM000000442f . BANK NIZW,

..17,200,194

,990,000
..632,271,092
..... 25,200,000

44,849,

OM0000004735 . SEMBCORP SALALAH

14,311

OM0000004925 . ALBATINAH POWER

313,000.

OM0000005963 . PHOENIX POWER

463,396,

OM0000007407 . DHOFAR GENERATING

13,000.

OM0000008710. . BARKA DESALINATION

4.,000.

OM0000008868 . THE PEARL REIF

4,000.

OM0000008934 . ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES

199,951

OM0000002267 . GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

7,146,

OM0000001772. . ALANWAR INVESTMENT

2,048,139

OM0000004776 . TAKAFUL OMAN.

1,676.

OM0000008447 . OMAN REIT FUND

5,190.

OM0000003521.
OM0000001962
OM0000001160 . NATIONAL GAS

. GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING......cconunre 1,696,584
. AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING

74,111

106,130.

Total 6

9,324,395........1,245,227 ........814

... 225,147,000
.. 223,695,303
...105,002,915
...... 53,316,107
...... 89,218,689
.20,001,600
20 817,860

0.100......61,988,633

0.100... 237,221,600
0.100......10,892,260
0.100......18,334,000
0.100......13,250,000

...... 37,303,565
..28,418,102

German car parts supplier continues
investment in China with confidence

HEFEI: A new project of German
tire manufacturer Continental AG’s
Hefei plant in the capital city of east
China’s Anhui Province, is currently
in full construction mode. With ad-
vanced production techniques and
product technologies, it is expected
to commence operations in July.

This move signifies another in-
vestment by the world-leading auto
parts provider in China, indicating
that the plant’s annual output of
passenger car tires will increase to
15.3 million from 13 million upon
reaching full capacity by 2027.

The German company started
building its first wholly foreign-
funded tire production base in
China as early as 2009. Over the
past 15 years, the company has
made significant strides, from es-
tablishing a bicycle tire plant to
setting up the first training cen-
tre and evaluation centre in the
Asia-Pacific region, as well as in-

creasing investment in logistics
automation and robotics, product
innovation, and its total invest-
ment in Hefei has neared 10 billion
yuan (about $1.41 billion).

“The continuous investment
underscores our confidence in the
Chinese market’s development.
With the steady and rapid growth
of China’s automobile market, our
tire sales have been consistently
increasing,” said Zhou Yuan, depu-
ty general manager of Continental
Tire Hefei plant, which is based in
Anhui’s capital city.

Important production base
The Hefei plant serves as Conti-
nental’s most important produc-
tion base in the Asia-Pacific Re-
gion, supplying over 90 percent of
its products to the domestic Chi-
nese market, Zhou added.

In recent years, the booming de-
velopment of Hefei’s automobile

industry, in addition to a series of
supporting policies rolled out by
the local government and talent
advantages in the field, has further
strengthened the company’s confi-
dence in capital increase in China.

Growing as home to the auto-
mobile industry where leading
automobile brands such as Volk-
swagen, NIO and BYD settled, He-
fei has also sped up infrastructure
construction, streamlined proce-
dures, solved diverse difficulties,
created a favourable development
environment, and cultivated tal-
ents for the sector.

In addition, the rapid growth of
China’s new energy vehicle (NEV)
industry has also brought new op-
portunities to this traditional tire
company, spurring it to accelerate
transformation and innovation to
satisfy new demands.

“The development of the NEV
industry has led to the prosperity

of upstream and downstream en-
terprises. It has also brought new
requirements for tire products, such
as tires with lower rolling resistance
and adjusted materials and patterns
to improve the range of vehicles and
reduce noise. It should also be more
durable and have alonger life, which
is both a challenge and an opportu-
nity for us,” Zhou said, adding that
constant adaptions have also been
made to match China’s emerging
NEV models.

“Demand is the principal driver
of our constant innovation,” said
Zhou, noting that the company
supplied 1.8 million tires for NEVs
in 2022, and the figure surged to
2.9 million in 2023.

Speaking of the future, Zhou
believed that China’s demand for
automobile tires will keep growing
in the next 10 to 20 years, there-
fore, they would further increase
investment in the country. -xinhua

Boris Johnson, Bertrand Piccard to headline
Green Hydrogen Summit in Abu Dhabi

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi Future
Energy Company PJSC - Masdar
has announced a stellar interna-
tional lineup for its Green Hy-
drogen Summit including former
UK Prime Minister Rt Hon Boris
Johnson, ministerial speakers
from the UAE, Azerbaijan, Japan
and the Netherlands, industry
leaders and global adventurer Dr.
Bertrand Piccard.

Masdar’s second Green Hydro-
gen Summit, taking place on 16
April at the World Future Energy
Summit (WFES) in Abu Dhabi,
will be held under the theme
“Building the Hydrogen Econo-
my: From Dialogue to Reality”.
It will convene hydrogen players
worldwide for in-depth discus-
sions to accelerate the green hy-
drogen economy in support of the
energy transition.

Keynote speaker Boris John-
son brings significant interna-
tional experience of advancing
clean energy initiatives. During
his leadership as UK Prime Min-
ister, Johnson laid out plans to
develop a thriving low-carbon
hydrogen sector as a key part of
the country’s transition to net
zero. Dr. Bertrand Piccard, Chair-
man of Climate Impulse, will
also be speaking at the Summit.
During his session he will out-
line progress on his aim for the
first hydrogen-powered flight to
circumnavigate the planet. Dr.
Piccard’s record-breaking adven-
tures include the first non-stop

' MAKING THE GREEN HYDROGEN

 INDUSTRY A REALITY

balloon flight around the world,
as well as Solar Impulse, the first
flight around the world in a solar-
powered aircraft.

Hosted by the UAE’s clean en-
ergy champion Masdar, the Green
Hydrogen Summit will feature
a high-level ministerial panel
focusing on national strategies
and policies to accelerate green
hydrogen economies. Ministers
taking part in the panel include:
Parviz Shahbazov, Minister of En-
ergy, Azerbaijan; Yoshida Nobuhi-
ro, Parliamentary Vice-Minister
of Economy, Trade and Industry,
Japan; and Frederik Wisselink,
Energy Special Envoy, Ministry
of Economic Affairs and Climate
Policy, Netherlands.

Abu Dhabi’s Low Carbon Hy-
drogen Policy, and its impact on
crucial industries, will be the sub-

ject of another panel. Speakers in
this session will include Ahmed
Mohammed Al Rumaithi, Under-
secretary, Abu Dhabi Department
of Energy and Mohammad Ab-
delgader El-Ramabhi, Chief Green
Hydrogen Officer, Masdar, along-
side other high-level Abu Dhabi
stakeholders.

The Green Hydrogen Summit
will bring together the public and
private sector, from policymakers
and industry leaders to forward-
thinking investors and pioneering
entrepreneurs. A conversation on
‘Financing the Transition’ will
focus on factors needed to make
green hydrogen projects bank-
able, and will feature Lina Os-
man, Managing Director & Head
- Sustainable Finance, Standard
Chartered Bank and Dr. Michael
Whiteley, Global Head Clean Hy-

‘ , GREEN HYDROGEN
SLUMMIT
i )

drogen, HSBC, amongst other
global finance leaders.

There will also be a pan-region-
al focus looking at the develop-
ment of green hydrogen econo-
mies in Asia, the US and Europe.
Speakers include Daria No-
chevnik, Director for Policy and
Partnerships, Hydrogen Council;
Joaquin Rodriguez Jadraque,
Director of Hydrogen and Clean
Energies, Cepsa; and Alicia East-
man, Host of Everything About
Hydrogen and Board Member, In-
terContinental Energy.

Other panels will spotlight
hard-to-abate industries includ-
ing aviation, shipping and heavy
industry, with a key conversation
on decarbonising the steel sector
featuring industry leaders such as
Micheal Rion, Chief Commercial
Officer, Emirates Steel Arkan.
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hypertensive disorders

of pregnancy increase

Eclampsia, a syndrome in
which hypertension issues

cause seizures, was linked to a
roughly 58-fold increase in fatal
cardiovascular disease, according
to a study published in Paediatric
and Perinatal Epidemiology

o
esearchers at Rutgers Health dis-
covered that hypertensive problems
during pregnancy are substantially

related to deadly cardiovascular dis-
ease up to a year after birth.

All hypertensive disorders that cause danger-
ously high blood pressure during pregnancy-
-chronic hypertension, gestational hypertension,
preeclampsia without severe features, preec-
lampsia with severe features, superimposed
preeclampsia, and eclampsia--except gestational ’
diabetes, were associated with a doubling in the
risk of fatal cardiovascular disease compared to
women with normal blood pressure.

Eclampsia, a syndrome in which hypertension
issues cause seizures, was linked to a roughly
58-fold increase in fatal cardiovascular disease,
according to a study published in Paediatric and
Perinatal Epidemiology.

“Maternal and postpartum mortality rates in
the U.S. are higher than in other high-income
countries and rising, but more than half of car-
diovascular disease-related deaths are prevent-
able,” said lead author Rachel Lee, a data analyst
at Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School.
“This study provides new information about how
each hypertensive disorder is related to fatal car-
diovascular disease, so healthcare providers can
monitor patients with such complications more
closely and develop strategies for keeping them
healthy postpartum.”

The researchers used the Nationwide Read-
missions Database to examine pregnancy-related
mortality rates for females 15 to 54 years old from
2010 to 2018. Data from more than 33 million de-
livery hospitalizations identified hypertensive
disorders in 11 percent of patients, but that num-
ber increased with time. In 2010, 9.4 percent of pa-
tients in the study had hypertensive disorders of
pregnancy. By 2018, that figure had risen by more
than half'to 14.4 per cent.

“We’ve gotten better at predicting, diagnosing,
and treating preeclampsia in this country, so the
risk of death is falling for any individual patient
with that condition,” said Cande Ananth, chief of
the Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology,

®
and Reproductive Sciences at Rutgers Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School and senior au-
thor of the study.

Unfortunately, Ananth noted, the sharp in-
crease in the number of patients who develop
chronic hypertension hasmeore than offset the im-
proved ability to treat it.

“Cases of chronic hypertension are rising
sharply among people of childbearing age, but op-
timal treatment strategies remain uncertain,” he
said. “While we're treating more pregnant people
with mild hypertension with antihypertensive
medications, there remain many questions about
the right definitions of hypertension in pregnant
women compared to non-pregnant individuals.”

Pregnant people with hypertensive disorders,
especially those with pre-existing hypertension,
need high-quality care as heart disease and related
cardiac symptoms can be confused with common
symptoms of normal pregnancy. Delays in diag-
nosis are associated with an increased incidence
of preventable complications, the study authors
said. Early identification and optimal treatment of
hypertensive disorders, especially preeclampsia-
eclampsia, are crucial for the primary prevention
of maternal stroke. -ant
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Scheffler earns second Green
Jacket at Augusta National

The American, 27, is
the fourth-youngest
player to win the
Masters twice after
Tiger Woods, Jack
Nicklaus and Seve
Ballesteros

GEORGIA: World No.l Scottie
Scheffler won the Masters for a
second time after a commanding
performance at Augusta National
on Sunday demonstrated why he
was the red-hot pre-tournament
favourite.

Scheffler, who led overnight
by a shot, hit a four-under 68 in
Sunday’s final round to finish four
clear on 11 under.

Sweden’s Ludvig Aberg shot 69
to finish runner-up on his major
debut.

England’s Tommy Fleetwood
(69) ended joint third with Ameri-
can pair Collin Morikawa (74) and
Max Homa (73).

Fleetwood put together an im-
pressive round to make a late
charge up the leaderboard and re-
cord his best finish at the Masters.

But catching Scheffler was out
of reach. The 27-year-old Ameri-
can showed rare emotion on the
18th green as he received the ac-
claim of the Augusta patrons after
wrapping up his second Masters
victory in three years.

Not since Tiger Woods domi-
nated golf in the 2000s had any-
body arrived at Augusta as strong a
favourite as Scheffler.

He came into the first major of
the year on the back of two vic-
tories in his three previous tour-
naments - at the Arnold Palmer
Invitational and the Players
Championship - and a second-
place finish at the Houston Open.

That imperious form, combined
with his pedigree as a previous
Masters champion, meant his
odds were as short as 4-1 at the
start of the week.

While not hitting the expected
heights on the opening three days,
particularly during an eventful
round on Saturday where he re-
covered from several mistakes,
he still led by a shot going into
Sunday.

However, he lacked distance
control with his irons in the open-
ing holes and a bogey on the sev-
enth dropped him back alongside
Morikawa and Aberg. Homa joined
them in a four-way tie for the lead
after a birdie on the eighth.

Arsenal Liverpool
suffer shock defeats

LONDON: Aston Villa produced
an outstanding performance to
stun Arsenal 2-0 at Emirates Sta-
dium on Sunday and leave Man-
chester City in pole position in
the Premier League title race.

The game started with high
anticipation for the Gunners
after Liverpool’s shock home
1-0 defeat by Crystal Palace, but
Arsenal were desperately disap-
pointing and well beaten as Villa
boss Unai Emery made awinning
return to his former club.

Villa’s win move them three
points ahead of Tottenham in
fourth having played a game more.
The only surprise was that it took
Villa until six minutes from the
end of normal time to open the
scoring - Ollie Watkins and Youri
Tielemans hit the woodwork in
each half'before Leon Bailey final-
ly broke the deadlock with a low
finish at the far post.

The visitors wrapped up the
win when Watkins raced clear
in the 87th minute to loft a com-
posed finish over David Raya.

It completed a perfect week-
end for reigning champions City,
with Pep Guardiola’s side now
two points clear of Arsenal who
are ahead of third-placed Liver-
pool on goal difference.

Earlier, Liverpool’s Premier
League title hopes suffered a

huge blow as they fell to a 1-0 de-
feat by Crystal Palace at Anfield.

Eberechi Eze converted from
Tyrick Mitchell’s cut-back to
finish off a flowing Palace move
early on and the visitors were de-
servedly in front at the break.

Jurgen Klopp’s Reds ramped
up the pressure in the second
half but, just as in recent games
against Manchester United and
Atalanta, their finishing let them
down as they lost at home in the
league for the first time since Oc-
tober 2022.

Defeat leaves Liverpool two
points behind leaders Manches-
ter City and level on points with
Arsenal, who were beaten 2-0 by
Aston Villa.

Also on Sunday, Andreas
Pereira scored twice to give Ful-
ham a rare 2-0 win at West Ham
in the Premier League. - agencies

But Scheffler - playing alongside
Morikawa in the group behind Ab-
erg and Homa - birdied the same
hole to lead again on seven under.

Then came a moment of magic
which felt like a potential turning
point - and proved to be so.

Scheffler almost holed a mag-
nificent 89-yard approach on the
ninth, demonstrating sublime skill
to spin the ball and use Augusta’s
contours to roll it towards the pin
- leaving himself with a tap-in for
back-to-back birdies.

Scheffler added a third succes-
sive birdie on the 10th but as the
leaders approached Amen Corner
- the famed section of the course
featuring the 11th, 12th and 13th
holes - it was still too close to call.

However, by the time he teed off
on the short 12th, it was his tour-
nament to lose.

His nearest rivals - Aberg, Mori-
kawa and Homa - all picked up
costly double bogeys in the space

of about 15 minutes, handing a
three-shot lead to Scheffler even
though he had bogeyed the 11th.

Aberg and Morikawaboth pulled
their approaches on the 11th into
the water, while a bad bounce for
Homa on the iconic par-three 12th
left him in the bushes and taking a
one-shot penalty.

From that point, Scheffler could
relax more and birdies on 13, 14
and 16 all but clinched victory.

Aberg’s hopes of becoming the
third man to win on his first start
in a major were over, but he fin-
ished second after recovering with
birdies on 13 and 14.

Five-time Masters champion
Tiger Woods finished last of the 60
players who made the cut to play
all four rounds, shooting a five-
over 77 to finish 16 over in total.

Even making the weekend was
an achievement for the 15-time
champion, who had barely played
in the past year as he continues to
recover from injuries sustained in
acar crash in February 2021.

However, packed galleries fol-
lowed Woods around the scene
of some of his most famous tri-
umphs, with patrons roaring him
off the final green and hoping they
will get many more chances to see
the 48-year-old at Augusta in the
future.

Defending champion Jon Rahm
was already out of contention and
things got even worse as he record-
ed hishighest total in eight appear-
ances at the Masters.

The 29-year-old Spaniard, who

has made a shock switch to the
breakaway LIV Golf tour since his
victory last year, shot a 76 and fin-
ished nine over.
Final leaderboard: -11 Scheffler
(US); -7 Aberg (Swe); -4 Morikawa
(US), Homa (US), Fleetwood (Eng);
-2 DeChambeau (US), Smith (Aus).
Selected others: Level Hatton
(Eng), +4 Mcllroy (NI), Fitzpat-
rick (Eng); +9 Rahm (Spa), Willett
(Eng); +16 Woods (US) - Agencies

T love competing, love
winning, hate losing’

GEORGIA: Masters cham-
pion Scottie Scheffler says
his fierce determination to
win means he will continue

to chase victories despite
admitting golfis about to

become less of a priority in

hislife.

Scheffler secured a four-

shBetween now and next

month’s major, the US PGA

Championship, Scheffler

and his wife are expecting

their first child.
“I’'m not going to inten-

tionally take my eye off the

ball,” said the American.

“I still love competing. I
love winning. I hate losing.”
Golf, however, was not his

main focus after winning
asecond Green Jacket,

the 27-year-old’s thoughts
instead turning to his heav-
ily pregnant wife Meredith,
who stayed at home in Texas

“All I can think about is

getting home. It is a special
time for us,” said the world

Alonso’s Bayer Leverkusen
claim Bundesliga crown

MUNICH: Xabi Alonso says “the
feeling is incredible” after Bayer
Leverkusen won their first Bun-
desliga title with five games to
spare thanks to a 5-0 victory over
Werder Bremen on Sunday.

Bayern Munich beat Cologne
on Saturday to keep Leverkusen’s
title celebrations on hold for at
least a day. But there were scenes
of jubilation for Alonso’s team
when the final whistle blew at Ba-
yArena on Sunday.

“We have to enjoy and celebrate
today with our families, friends
and fans,” said Alonso, who was
showered with beer after the vic-
tory in a German tradition. “This
was my first [full] season as a
coach, the feeling is incredible.”

Victor Boniface’s 25th-minute
penalty set Leverkusen on their
way before Granit Xhaka and Flo-
rian Wirtz scored stunning goals
in quick succession.

Supporters stormed onto the
pitch in mid-match when star-
man Wirtz added a fourth in the
82nd minute, and again when
he completed a hat-trick soon
afterwards.

Xhaka and Wirtz added the
achievement had not sunk in yet.

“Obviously, at the start of the
season we couldn’t have imagined
this,” said Xhaka, who joined Lev-

erkusen from Arsenal last July.

Wirtz added: “I personally can
still not realise this has happened.
I will need a few moments in the
changing room to understand
what we have achieved.”

Leverkusen’s landmark
achievement ends an era of domi-
nance for Bayern, who had won
the past 11 Bundesliga titles.

Unbeaten in all competitions
this season, Leverkusen remain
on course for a remarkable tre-
ble in Alonso’s first full season
in charge, with the German Cup
and Europa League still in their
sights.

The home crowd erupted when
Boniface slotted home from the
spot after a video assistant refer-
ee check showed Julian Malatini
impeding Jonas Hofmann in the

penalty area. Werder came close
to spoiling Leverkusen’s party
just before the break, but Marvin
Ducksch was unable to direct his
glancing header towards goal.

Xhaka’s superb 25-yard shot on
the hour put Alonso’s side in firm
control, before Wirtz one-upped
the former Arsenal midfielder
with his own long-range effort.

Play resumed quickly after sup-
porters returned to their seats fol-
lowing Wirtz’s second, but a sea of
red and black shirts swarmed the
pitch again when the 20-year-old
swept home Leverkusen’s fifth,
prompting the referee to blow the
final whistle.

Leverkusen were in the rel-
egation zone when Alonso took
charge in October 2022. Barely 18
monthslater, they are champions.

No.1. “I will go home, soak
in this victory and enjoy the
birth of my first child. I am
looking forward to celebrat-
ing with Meredith - it’s been
along week without her.

“My priorities will change
very soon. My son or daugh-
ter will be the main priority,
along with my wife, so golf
will now be probably fourth
inline,” he added, before re-
ferring to role his Christian
faith played in his victory.

It was Scheffler’s third
win in his past four tourna-
ments and his second major,
to add to his 2022 Masters
win. Since winning that
first Green Jacket, Schef-
fler has been the world’s
best player and through-
out 2023 was peerless in
almost all metrics, with only
well-documented putting
struggles stopping him from
converting more of his 18
consecutive top-12 finishes
into wins. - Agencies
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Match called
off after
Roma’s Ndicka
collapses

ROME: Roma defender Evan Ndic-
kais in “good spirits” in hospital af-
ter collapsing during his side’s Serie
A match at Udinese on Sunday. The
Serie A game was abandoned after
the 24-year-old Ivory Coast player
collapsed in the 72nd minute and
was taken off on a stretcher. He ap-
peared to be conscious as he left the
pitch, with the score 1-1.

Roma posted a photo of him in
hospital, saying he “feels better”
and that his team-mates had visit-
ed. The statement added: “He will
remain under observation for tests
in hospital.”

After Ndicka’s collapse, Roma’s
medical staff and emergency ser-
vices were called on to the pitch and
after discussions with the referee,
the match was abandoned. The re-
mainder of the match is now set to
be played at a later date. - agencies

Greece’s Tsitsipas beats Norway's Ruud to lift third title in Monaco

MONACO: Stefanos Tsitsipas
beat Casper Ruud 6-1, 6-4 on Sun-
day to win his third Monte Carlo
Masters title in four years.

Greece’s Tsitsipas, 25, dominat-
ed the opening stages and sealed
the first set inside 36 minutes.

Norwegian Ruud fought
valiantly in a tense second set,
which was level at 4-4 before Tsit-
sipas pulled away in the final two
games.

“It’s been a very difficult time for
me, so to be back on the podium
and winning, it’s amazing,” he said.

The victory took Tsitsipas to
seventh in the world rankings and

he fell to the floor in emotion after
his win.

“I am extremely grateful to
my friends, family and everyone
behind this journey,” he added.

“To win three [titles] is just
unbelievable - it was a nerve-
wracking game but I am extremely
happy.”

The success concluded a signifi-
cant tournament for Tsitsipas as
he also beat top-10 players Alex-
ander Zverev and Jannik Sinner to
reach the final.

He joined Rafael Nadal, Bjorn
Borg, Thomas Muster and Ilie
Nastase in the list of players to

win three or more titles at Monte
Carlo. Tsitsipas committed to a
fearless style of play, dominating
on the forehand and challenging
Ruud’s tactics of playing deep from
the court.

The positivity resulted in a first
title since he beat Alex de Minaur
in the final at Los Cabos, Mexico,
last August - also ending a sketchy
start to 2024 for the former
French Open and Australian Open
runner-up.

He broke Ruud’s serve in the
third game of the first set and the
Norwegian, who struggled for flu-
ency, could not recover.

The 25-year-old Ruud improved
significantly in the second set and
a tense seventh game lasted 13
minutes, but Tsitsipas survived
three break points.

In an impressive all-round
performance, he saved all eight
break points he faced and con-
verted four of his own eight break
opportunities.

Both players are set to play in
the Barcelona Open in the coming
week, where defending champion
Carlos Alcaraz has been forced to
withdraw with a forearm injury,
but Rafael Nadal is set to make his
comeback. - Agencies
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2024 Argus Bike Festival held in Vienna City view of Juba, South Sudan
Children ride bikes during the 2024 Argus This picture shows the city view of Juba, South Sudan. xinhua
Bike Festival in Vienna, Austria. xinhua

View of blooming
tulips in Netherlands
An aerial drone
picture shows tulip
fields in Lisse, the
Netherlands. xinhua

Bollywood actors Kirti Sanon
and Ranveer Singh along with
fashion designer Manish Mal-
hotra arrive to offer prayers at
Kashi Vishwanath Temple
Bollywood actors Kirti Sanon
and Ranveer Singh along

with fashion designer Manish
Malhotra, arrive to offer prayers
at Kashi Vishwanath Temple, in
Varanasi. anirhoto

Annual ABC Kite Fest held in Austin, Texas
People attend the annual ABC Kite Fest in
Austin, Texas, the United States. xinhua

Bucharest Dance Festival celebrated in Romania
Dancers perform during the Bucharest Dance Festival
in Bucharest, Romania. xinhua
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IA Oman honoured with 2023
ales Customer Satisfaction

Regional

The award recognises
the RIA’s outstanding
performance and
effective initiatives
taken across the
customer journey
cycle in the vehicle
sales process

MUSCAT: At arecent special cer-
emony, Yuri Duzhnikov - Head of
Sales, Kia Middle East & Africa
region, gave away the ‘Regional
Excellence Award’ for securing the
highest sales customer satisfac-
tion index in the region to its dis-
tributor in Oman - Reliable Inter-
national Automotive (RIA).

The award was presented on be-
half of SooHang Chang, KIA Presi-
dent, Middle East & Africa Region
and received by Abdullah Moham-
ed Bahwan, Managing Director —
Corporate, Saud Bahwan Group.

2073 Sakes Cuvtcmet Satistaction
Raporal Exfelerce Awsard [RSLS

The award recognises the RIA’s
outstanding performance and ef-
fective initiatives taken across the
customer journey cycle in the ve-
hicle sales process.

Speaking at the occasion, Yuri
Duzhnikov remarked, “We extend
our heartfelt congratulations to
Sheikh Mohammed Saud Bahwan
and Abdullah Mohamed Bahwan

CBFS renews agreement
with ISACA Muscat Chapter

MUSCAT: The College of Bank-
ing and Financial Studies (CBFS)
has renewed its Memorandum of
Agreement (MoU) with the In-
formation Systems Audit & Con-
trol Association (ISACA) for a
period of 3 years from April 2024.

The new MoU was signed by Dr.
Zahran Al Salti, Dean, CBFS and
Maari Ponniah, President, ISACA
recently. Dr Yousuf Al Mabsali,
Asst. Dean-Academic  Affairs,
CBFS and the office bearers of the
ISACA Chapter were present.

The college has been sponsor-
ing ISACA Muscat Chapter since
2000 and supporting its knowl-
edge building programs (known
as Continuing Professional
Education or CPE events) for its
members drawn from across all

sectors in Oman and other in-
vitees from CBFS and its sponsor
banks. The College has also part-
nered with ISACA for organising
training courses and seminars
for the banking and financial sec-
tor in Oman. The Chapter has
also held preparatory classes for
various certifications of ISACA
and thereby contributed to local
capacity building across all sec-
tors in its area of specialization.

In the words of Dr Zahran Al
Salti, “The college is delighted
to renew its MoU with ISACA,
which adds significant value to
audit, IT and IS professionals
by providing them a real-time
insight into prevalent practices
in information systems security
and audit.”

for this remarkable achievement.
Among all distributors in Middle
East & Africa region, Reliable In-
ternational Automotive LLC (RIA)
has truly excelled in ensuring high
levels of customer satisfaction.
“We commend RIA for their
unwavering dedication and ef-
forts, evident in this well-deserved
recognition. RIA is one of our es-

o s

teemed Kia distributors that has
consistently prioritised customer
satisfaction across all endeavours.
This award is a testament to their
passion and commitment.”
Accepting the accolade, Abdul-
lah Mohamed Bahwan stated, “I
am grateful to Kia for their con-
tinuous support and cooperation
which is pivotal to our success. I

Excellence Award

also thank our loyal Kia custom-
ers for their unwavering support
which has been instrumental in
achieving this distinction. Moving
forward, we will strive to remain
dedicated in our commitment to
elevate our services, aiming to set
even higher benchmarks in cus-
tomer satisfaction.”

Reliable International Automo-

tive remains steadfast in its com-
mitment to delivering inspiring
customer-centric services. At RIA,
customer relationship extends
far beyond the initial purchase of
a Kia vehicle; it marks the begin-
ning of a lasting relationship that
transcends generations, a key fac-
tor in fostering enduring customer
loyalty.

KR Facility and Security Solutions complete
comprehensive generator project for Nama

MUSCAT: Khimji Ramdas (KR)
Group’s Facility and Security So-
lutions (F'SS), a unit of the Special
Projects Division, announced the
successful completion of a com-
prehensive project for the supply
and commissioning of generators
for Nama Electricity Distribution
Company (NEDC) in the Musan-
dam region.

Commencing in October 2023
and concluding in February 2024,
the project encompassed the sup-
ply, delivery and commissioning
of seven soundproof generators
ranging from 250 KW to 500 KW
at various government facilities
across the Musandam region of
Oman. These generators were
strategically distributed in Khas-
ab, Bukha, Madha, and Dibba, ar-
eas characterised by diverse land-
scapes including mountainous
terrains, seashores, and country
borders.

The KR Facility and Security
Solutions team successfully de-
livered and provided training to
the Nama Electricity Distribution
Company team, ensuring seam-
less integration and functional-

ity. Experienced technicians and
engineers from FSS undertook
the delivery and commissioning,
adhering to the highest industry
standards to ensure optimal per-
formance and safety.

Moreover, extensive training
sessions were conducted to equip
government personnel with the
necessary skills to efficiently oper-
ate and maintain the generators.
The after-sales service team of Fa-
cility and Security Solutions also

provided on-site training to Nama
Electricity Distribution Compa-
ny’s technical staff, guaranteeing
24x7 service support through their
mobile service team.

Representing Mecca Power
Generators in Oman, FSS offers
customisable solutions tailored to
customers’ operational needs, in-
cluding preferred engine models
and capacities.

Renowned for their durability,
efficiency, and reliability, the gen-

erators supplied by the company
serve as ideal solutions for pow-
ering essential facilities during
emergencies and power outages.

Commending FSS for the out-
standing work carried out by them,
Mohammed Yousuf Al Shahi,
Regional Manager - Musandam,
Nama Electricity Distribution
Company said: “I would like to
extend my sincere appreciation
for the exceptional work carried
out by KR FSS’s team in supplying
and commissioning the generator
for the Musandam region within a
short period.

Emphasizing the significance of
the project, Rajneesh Armugham,
General Manager, KR Facility and
Security Solutions mentioned,
“Completing such a complex pro-
ject in Musandam is a significant
milestone for us; as it exemplifies
the quality we deliver through our
specially designed equipment tai-
lored for governmental entities. As
we strive to enhance the national
infrastructure by incorporating
state-of-the-art equipment and
technologies, all our endeavours
align with Oman Vision 2040.”

Mitsubishi Motors unveils ‘Drive that Counts’ extended offers

MUSCAT: In view of the over-
whelming response to the Mitsub-
ishi promotion for the holy month,
General Automotive Company
(GAC), the authorised dealership
for Mitsubishi Motors in Oman,
has announced alimited extension
of the campaign in order to enable
more buyers to avail the opportu-
nity to own their favourite Mit-
subishi during Eid Al Fitr as well.
The extended ‘Drive the Counts’
offer includes zero percent inter-
est rate on vehicle finance up to
two years, cashback offers up to

RO 4,808, free service up to 50,000
kilometres or 5 years, free insur-
ance and registration, 6 years
unlimited mileage warranty, plus
roadside assistance. There’s even

a special Eid gift for all new Mit-
subishi owners.

The offers are valid across the full
range of models, from Attrage — the
sporty salon; Eclipse Cross — the tur-

bo-charged coupe SUV; ASX - the
practical compact SUV; New Out-
lander - the spacious and versatile
SUV; Xpander and Xpander Cross
— the premium 7-seater MUYV; to

Montero Sport - the luxury SUV
with the legendary Pajero DNA,
and L200 - the range of ‘engi-
neered tough’ pickups.
“Mitsubishi has always been
one of the most trusted Japa-
nese automotive brands in
Oman. We want to ensure that
everyone looking for new driv-
ing experience can enjoy, what
is quite possibly, our most excit-
ing offer yet,” said Manoj Ranade,
General Manager of GAC.
The ‘Drive That Counts’ credo
embodies Mitsubishi’s total com-

mitment to make every moment
count for customers — right from
exclusive benefits, personalised
service and a seamless buying ex-
perience, to endless, memorable
journeys in their new vehicle.

“When you are looking for
proven reliability, superior per-
formance, outstanding comfort,
renowned toughness, cutting-
edge safety, and unbeatable value,
Mitsubishi is the obvious answer
— and there’s never been a better
time to own it,” he said.

The offers are valid until May 9.
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**Service

From 3 Yrs/30,000 kms ~+Eree Redistration
Upto 5 Yrs/50,000 kms g

(Whichever comes earlier)

“Free Insurance

H#i _3 :
Sfree AP:A #*Manufacturer Warranty Walk ":‘ & Win
Roadside Assistance Apple AirPods

5 Yrs/150,000 kms Fuel Card
for 3 Yrs LULUeVoucher

Offer valid from Feb 27th till Ape 26th 2024, *Free insurance apphcable to all vanants of Okavango only. **Service 3 Yrs/30.000 kms (whichever s earlier) applicable on

Arkarra Signature 2WD0 & 5 Yra/50,000 kms (whichewer i earlier) applicable on Azkarra Platinum 4W0. ***Free registration for 1 Yr i5 available for all variants of

" fo Azkarra. "Manufacturer warranty of 5 Yrs/150,000 kms iwhichever comes earlier) applicable for all models. *YAAA Roadside assiszance for 3 ¥rs applicable on all models (5] geelyoman.com

[l ™ o ‘-"JL!—'” LJBL' )é)-" from the date of purchase. "Additionally, customers have a chance to participate in the Walk-in & Win and win prizes including One set of Apple AirPods, two Fuel

Towell Aute Centre LLC Cards (50 OMR each) and ten Lulu Vauchers (10 OMR each), winners will be raffled and announced post campaign. “The EMI mrn_imned refers to base models and @f@ 9444 0666
requires the cash gift utilized or an eguivalent amount paid as down payment. These rates are calculated based on a 5.25% reducing balance interest rate from Bank
Muscat over a tenure of 8 Yrs, loan approval is subject to Bank Muscat's terms and conditions and approval process, This offer is exclusive to private vehicle purchases o . o fBE'EW'“'ma"
and does not apply to Meet, Minlstry, Taxl, Rental, or commerclal registration, Terms and Conditions apply. Visit your nearest Geely showroom for full details.
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http://www.casabellaom.com/

2024 WRANGLER RANGE.
RAMADAN JOURNEY.

PAY 50% NOW & 50% IN 12 MONTHS
WITH 0% INTEREST

3 YEARS / 60,000 KMS FREE SERVICE
5 YEARS / 100,000 KMS WARRANTY
5 YEARS /100,000 KMS ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
FREE FIRST YEAR INSURANCE & REGISTRATION
WALK-IN & WIN IPHONE

Jeep

Offer valid from 4th March to 3rd May 2024 on Jeep vehicles purchased at the Mohsin Haider
ﬂ Darwish Automobiles LLC dealership by retail customers for personal use only. 0% Interest for 12
Months - Subject to 50% down payment and balance 50% through finance for 12 months loan

‘ ' G‘ tenure. Subject to credit approval from selected bank & finance company. 3 Years / 60,000Kms TO" Free - 800 22 008

M . Free Service — Whichever comes earlier. 5 Years / 100,000Kms Warranty — Whichever comes
. earlier. 5 Years / 100,000Kms Roadside Assistance — Whichever comes earlier. Free 1st Year i -
m hdjeepoman Insurance for Oman and UAE only. Walk-in & Win iPhone 14 - Customers who walk into the MHD Wwww.jeep-oman.com
MOHSIN HAIDER DARWISH Autqmobil_es Showroom i_n Al Hail_during the promotion period are eligible to enter the rafﬂe_draw
AUTOMOBILES L.L.C. to win an iPhone 14. 2 Winners will be randomly selected on 5th May 2024 and contacted directly.

CR.No. 1429946



https://www.jeep-oman.com/en/shopping-tools/campaign.wrangler.html
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