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A GROUND-BREAKING WORLD GUP |
WITH AFAIRY TALE ENDING ‘

This was always going to be a FIFA
‘World Cup like no other. The first
to be hosted in the Middle East, the
first to be played in November and
December, and the first of its size
to be held on a small geographical
area, Qatar 2022 offered a fresh
twist on this old and much-loved
festival of football. >A7
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His Majesty the
Sultan touched
on Oman’s future
strategies and its

policies

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik gave an audi-
ence to the Chairman and mem-
bers of the Office of the State
Council at Al Barakah Palace on
Monday.

At the outset of the meeting,
His Majesty the Sultan gave
thanks and praise to Almighty Al-
lah for the bounties He conferred
on Oman and divine riches that
are deeply enshrined in our be-
nign homeland.

His Majesty the Sultan also ex-
pressed gratitude to the Almighty
Allah for the accomplishments
and progress that cover all aspects
of life, heralding yet a brighter fu-
ture for this dear nation. He prayed
to All the Almighty to endow
Oman and its people with everlast-
ing bounties and success.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan
touched on Oman’s future strat-
egies and its policies aimed at
maintaining the forward-march
of comprehensive development,
progress and prosperity. He
spoke about a range of topics and
issues of importance to the na-

tion and citizens.

His Majesty the Sultan un-
derscored the significance of the
current stage which, he affirmed,
requires exerting intensive efforts
and giving priority to the coun-
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MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
has sent a cable of congratulations to Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of Qatar following the
tremendous success in organising the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022. In the cable, His Majesty the Sultan
expressed his sincere sentiments and best wishes to
Sheikh Tamim and the people of Qatar. His Majesty
also lauded the efforts exerted by the government
and people of Qatar in making this global football
event a success. His Majesty the Sultan wished

the people of Qatar further progress and prosperity
under the wise leadership of Sheikh Tamim. -oNA

State Council
Chairman to
patronise event
honouring
winners of
Sultan Qaboos
Award for

Culture »>az

try’s supreme interest, notably to
preserve the progress of the de-
velopment march, its gains and
achievements. This, His Majesty
the Sultan said, will contribute to
supporting the government’s ef-
forts in implementing the preset
plans and programmes and up-
grading the comprehensive devel-
opment march.

His Majesty the Sultan com-
mended the tasks and studies un-
dertaken by the State Council to
research issues of concern to the
nation and the citizens. He laid
emphasis on maintaining such
tasks and studies, with focus on
anticipating the future, engaging
in judicious planning and explor-
ing ideas that contribute to the ef-
forts exerted by the government.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, His Majesty the Sultan un-
derlined the importance of con-
solidating the ongoing partnership
between the Council of Ministers
and the State Council in a manner
that serves the public interest. He
wished all success in achieving
further growth and prosperity in
Oman. —ona

Oman records 347 transplants,
7092 registration for donations

MUSCAT: As many as 7,092 do-
nors (organ donors after death)
have registered on Shifa applica-
tion of the Ministry of Health.
Since 1988, the number of or-
gan transplants in Oman has
reached 347. Among them were
325 kidney transplants obtained
from 306 live donors and 19 de-
ceased donors. The number of
liver transplants from live donors
stood at 22.

This was revealed during the
Health Ministry’s launch of the
National Campaign for Organ

Donation aimed at raising public
awareness about the importance
of organ donation. The drive is or-

ganised in conjunction with Oman
Organ Donation Day, which falls
on 19 December every year. >A2

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

TheGuide gradually return within 48 hours.

A unique experience

Relocation of Al Dakhiliyah water supply lines

The work of relocating the main and feeder water transmission
pipes in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate will be carried out on the 26th

[ and 27th of this month. The pipes are impacted by the widening of
= S the Rusayl-Bidbid Road. >A6

theguideoman.com (@ guideoman

consumption during the work period.

UN'reaches historic

biodiversity deal

2 Negotiatorsata UN
conference reached an
agreement hailed asa

landmark global effort to protect
thelands and oceans. >A6

Mergers, acquisitions

worth $23.8bnin M-E
The Middle East

3 recorded 283 mergers and
acquisitions (M&A) deals

valued at $23.8 billion in the first
three quarters of 2022. >B1
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Transfer of Asset Affected by the Expansion of the Rusayl-Bidbid Road

Due the expansion of Al Rusayl - Bidbid Road and the impact of the
water transport pips of Al Dakhiliyah Governorate, oman, Oman Water &
Wastewater Services Company, in coordination with the Ministry of Transport,
Communications and Information Technology, will carry out the works of
relocating the main water pipeline feeding Al-Dakhiliyah Governorate
during the period from 26 to 27 December 2022. It is expected that the
work implementation period will be 24 hours, and that water service will

The Company has taken the necessary measures to ensure the provision of
water according to the emergency procedures manual through the activation
of alternative water sources (wells) and the use of water tankers to transport
water to the main reservoirs. It also provided billed tankers to provide water to
customers, which can be availed by contacting the call center 1442,

The Company apologizes for any shortage in the water supply, and urges all
customers to take the necessary precautions and continue rationalizing water

For more information, please contact the Call Center (1442).

¥ (O f&inD @wwsc_om % 1442
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CC information undersecretaries meet

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Min-
istry of Information, chaired the
meeting of GCC Information Un-
dersecretaries, held on Monday
via video-conferencing.

Oman was represented by
Mohammed Said Al Balushi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry

of Information.

Media field

The meeting discussed a spec-
trum of topics, including the stra-
tegic plan on joint cooperation in
the media field, as well as various
initiatives and projects, among
other topics. -ona
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Maghrib 5:30pm
Fajr (TOmMOIToOW).....eeeeeuseees 5:24am

State Council chief
to patronise winners
of Sultan Qaboos
Award for Culture
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Call toll free

80050004

* Terms & Conditions apply on
daily, weekly, monthly & yearly rentels

Whattsapp
97295158

MUSCAT: Delegated by His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Sheikh Abdulmalik Ab-
dullah Al Khalili, Chairman of
the State Council, will preside
over the handing over ceremony
of Sultan Qaboos Award for Cul-
ture, Arts and Literature (9th edi-

<FROM

tion, 2022) scheduled to be held
on 21 December 2022. Winners
of this edition, which is for Oma-
nis only, will receive a medal of
commendation, in addition to a
cash prize, in fields of culture, sci-
ence, arts and literature.

-ONA

Al Donation of organs

Dr. Mohammed bin Said Al
Mamari, Minister of Awqaf and
Religious Affairs, patron of the
event said that the Sharia aims to
protect society, which is achieved
by organ donation. Organ dona-
tion is one of the ongoing and
eternal good deeds encouraged by
Islam and it is a source of joy for
people and offers lives to others
through donors, he said urging
members of society to take the
initiative for organ donation.

John Jabbou, representative of
the World Health Organisation to
the Sultanate, praised the contin-
ued efforts and cooperation of the
‘WHO office with the Ministry of
Health.

He said that the Sultanate’s Or-
gan Transplant Programme has
been revised and the revision has
come out with important recom-
mendations, mainly the national
workshop which brings together
representatives of all govern-
ment departments and civil as-
sociations for the purpose of es-
tablishing a solid foundation for
the Sultanate’s Organ Transplant
Programme.

He said that the World Health
Organisation has prepared a
comprehensive report which en-
sures the review of the present

condition of the National Or-
gan Transplant Programme. He
added that the report has identi-
fied the fields of priority and has
dealt with the legal opinion and
the moral and clinical views to be
addressed and proposed the work
ofthe WHO team concerned with
organ donation and transplant.

Dr. Ahmed bin Said Al Busaidi,
Director of the Organ Trans-
plant Programme and Chairman
of Oman Transplant Society
(OTS) pointed to the role of the
programme which aimed to con-
tribute to achievement of the pre-
scribed principles in the field of
organ transplant. He also pointed
tothe bignumber of patients with
kidney failure in the Sultanate of
Oman.

The event included a work-
shop on organ donation. Special-
ists in the field took part in the
workshop, which also saw the fe-
licitation of a number of donors.
The National Campaign for Or-
gan Donation highlights organ
donation as a humanitarian ges-
ture, a generous initiative and
an ideal solution towards the
treatment of kidney failure and
liver malfunction, among other
ailments suffered by millions of
people around the world. -ona
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Sultanare of Cman

Ministry of labor

The Internal Tender Committee at the Ministry of Labour announces the
following auction:-

Auction Auction title Last date for hid Document's
No. submission Fee
Providing bids for the
management and
: Sunday
operation of a SANAD -
05/2022 office at the Directorate Tﬁg‘ggﬁa RO 2%/
General of Labour in South o
Al-Sharmgiyah Governorate

= Specialized establishments may obtain the documents of the auction No, 05/2022 from the
Treasury Section at the 3rd floor of the Ministny's building at the Airport Heights, starting from
Monday 1912/2022.

= Each bid shall enclose a bank guarantes issued by a local bank for 1% of the total bid value
addressed to the Ministry of Labour and valid for 90 days from the date of bid submission,

= Bids shall be submitted in closed envelopes sealed with red wax, addressad to the Chairman of
the Internal Tendzr Committes, bearing the auction number and subject with no indication to the
name of the biddar.

=  Bids shall be deposited in the Tender Box at the Secretariat of the Internal Tender Committes at
the 3rd fioor of the Ministry’s building at the Airport Heights, not later thar the date and time
mentioned against the auction. Bids shall be opened at 11 am on the same day,

(The Ministry shall not be bound to accept the lowest or any other bid)

labour OMAN

Celebrate the jov

For & more intimate dinner, enjoy a tastefully
breathtaking

Kempinski Hortel
Muscat

SULTANATE OF OMAM

THE KITCHEN!

SAYMERRY EVE RDINNER

SATURDAY, 24 DECEMBER 2022 FROM 19:30 - 23:00

zason with a culinary journgy featunng traditional classic

OMR 30, i
OMR 48, inc

Under the Stars

CONTACT OUR CULINARY CONCIERGE

venues averlooking the sea

ialties and an exquisite handcrafred festive buffer.

house grapes
vand 13 vears dine half price

ted set menu at one of the city's most

OMR 48 per person inelusive of open house grapes and welcome bubbly

+ 068 2468 5000 | DINING.MUSCATEKEMPINSKI.COM
Prior henking requined. All prices in (MR, subjecr 10 5% service charge, 5% VAT & all spplicable gavernmental taggy 4
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When the stress level is high

|

Saleh Al-Shaibany

ifferent people have
different ways to let
out the steam. Some

go to the gym and work out

their frustrations while oth- STOP IN TIME: Usually, bad feelings build up over a period
ers deliberately pick aquarrel  of time and if not stopped then the nerves can explode

so they can start shouting. In without warning.
my quest to find the best way
to calm the jittering nerves,

I met this man who does not away that there was some-
involve anybody else. thing wrong. Perhaps to test
‘When things get out of my ‘frustration syndrome’

control, he walks out fromhis  theory, I walked out of my
house andlooks foranempty  house and joined him. He said

mosque. He finds the house he needed a holiday because
of god peaceful, rejuvenating the heat was getting into him.
and uses the quiet time to He did not fool me. The ‘heat’

renew his faith. Imust agreeit he was referring to was nota
is the perfect place for people  product of the weather.

looking for a sanctuary. God I hanged around long
does not discriminate and enough to learn what was
forgives many of our failings. bothering him. He blamed the

Imust add, hopefully without =~ work pressure, annoying rela-
being cynical, his servicesare  tives and even his old car. As
free. In comparison, gymsare  he was talking to me, I could
expensive and ifyouareinthe hear the shrill sound of his
habit of taking out your anger =~ mobile phone coming from
on the nearest person then it his house.

can cost you dear. “That is part of the prob-
There are other people who lem.Iam going somewhere
would sit quietly at home where there are no tel-
glaring at the television and ephones, televisions or even
ignore everybody. It is their people around,” he said.
way to tell the world that I fought the impulse to
things are not going well in ask him if he was going away
their lives. Sometimes, you alone but I kept my mouth
can detect the symptomsthat  shut, said goodnight and
warn you to stay away. How- walked back home. Think-
ever, when I saw my neigh- ing about it, there was a big
bour one evening furiously contrast between him and
pacing up and down in front the man who finds refuge in
of his house, I knew right an empty mosque. I cametoa
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conclusion that the best way
tolet out the steam is to come
. EEFRTEN ey

to terms with your shortcom- Surawbarry Egynt P Packet
ings. Most of the time, you can
solve the problem by accept-
ing your limitations. There is
no point thinking about a new
car when you cannot afford it
or for that matter, a promo-
tion when your boss is against
it. Usually, bad feelings build
up over a period of time and if
not stopped then the nerves
can explode without warning.

‘We all go through bad
patches but they cannot be
contained by running away or
put your problems under the
cover. I always thought that
you take your troubles with
you when you travel. If you
look deep enough, solutions
are nearer and you may not
even need to take one step
outside your house. Ifitis
never meant to be then it is
probably not good for you.
Why give yourself a headache
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with what you have.

World-class Quality.

UNBELIEVABLE
PRICE

ARE YOU

TAKING LOAN?

BUY LIFE INSURANCE
10 PROTECT
THE MORTGAGE

PROVIDING FLEXIBLE INSURANCE SOLUTIONS SIN
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS, CHOOSE US

OMAN UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY SAOG Oman United

Post Box 1522, Ruwi, PC 112 Sultanate of Oman
24471300 | info@omanutd.com | www.omanutd.com Insurance E::'
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Preserve the progress of development
march, says His Majesty the Sultan

Individual subscribers who subscribe or renew
Times of Oman or Shabiba for 1-year by paying RO 42 (with VAT)
will get back vouchers worth RO 60.

*OMR

- Every subscriber is a WINNER
- NO Lucky draw, NO Raffle draw

Call or whatsapp +968 72330999
Email: subscription@mmg.om

Limited period offer
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Champ M MUNH- Ba 8
SPORTS & ARTS . COOLEST EVER B
THE CHAMP FUNZONE MUSCAT UROLOGY & NEPHROLOGY NATIONAL DETERGENT
Gift vouchat 1hour bowling free HEALTHCARE CENTRE COMPANY

Health check package Gift hamper (6 products)
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Around 39,000 citizens

Times News Service

MUSCAT: About 39,000 Omanis
got married in the Sultanate of
Omanin 2021.

The National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI) has
issued a report on marriages in
the Sultanate of Oman, which in-
cludes data related to the number
of marriages and the number of
divorces during 2021.

The data shows that 56 per cent
of Omanis were married, 37.6
per cent were unmarried, 2.4 per
cent were divorced and 3.6 per
cent were widows last year. About
39,000 Omanis got married, in-

cluding 34,000 married for the
first time. There were 6,000 new
widows and 6,000 new divorces
in2021.

Muscat Governorate

Muscat Governorate has topped
among the governorates in reg-
istering marriages in 2021 at
3,980, followed by North Al Bati-
nah Governorate at 3,783 and Al
Dakhiliyah Governorate at 2,292.
2,236 marriage certificates were
issued in Dhofar Governorate,
191 in Musandam Governorate,
420 in Al Buraimi Governorate
and 1,949 in South Al Batinah
Governorate.

married in Oman last year

While South Al Shargiyah
Governorate registered 1,643
marriages, North Al Shargiyah
Governorate registered 1470
marriages, Al Dhahirah Governo-
rate 1,154 marriages and Al Wusta
Governorate 176 marriages.

The results showed that the
highest divorce cases in 2021, ac-
cording to the nationalities of the
husband and wife, were between
the Omani couples at a rate of
92 per cent.

The divorce rate between
Omani husband and foreigner
wife was at 4 per cent and 3 per
cent between couples of foreign
descent.

SEND US YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS

www.facebook.com/timesofoman

PORTUGAL GOLDEN VISA BY M-J GLOBAL

Oman's leading immigration
consultaney  M-J Global explains
one of the world's most sought-after
Golden Visa program for Portugal,
Portugal is one of the oldest
countries in the world, with nearly
S00 years of history demonstrating its
strong identity and internal cohesion.
The country is politically and
economically stable and welcomes all
nationalities It is part of the Schengen
Area and is one of the safest countries
in the world, Its history, culture and
beauty, alongside its  hospitality,
gastronomy and affordable cost of
living, are just a few of the country’s
Capitnl: Lishon
Population: 10,31 million (2017)
Currency: Euro
GDP; USD217.6 Billion (2017)

About Programmse

The Golden Residence Permit
Progmmme was  established by
Order n, 11820-A/2012 and Order
no. 16681-A/2013, which amends Act
n, 23/2007 and lays down the legal
framework for the entry, permanence,
and exit of foreigners from Portugal.

The Programme is administered
by the Portuguese Servipo de

Investment Required :-

€ 280,000 - € 500,000
in Real Estate

Legal source of funds

No minimum education is required

Estrangeiros e Fronteiras (SEF), the
country’s aliens and border control
authority.

Since its launch in 2012, total
investment under the Portugals
Golden Visa program now stands
at more than EUR 37 billion (Till
March 2018).

The most popular programme in
Europe., a total of 6050 residence
permits have been issued since the
program s inception in 2012 till March
2018; with the figure increasing to
10,181 when counting the family
members of the main applicants,
granting them and their fumilies free
access neross the Schengen arca,
paving theway to Euwropean residency.
Majority of the investments flow into
the capital of Lishon, where the real
estate market has seen significant
increases, bringing it steadily inline
with other Euwropean capitals,

The application process for the visa
imsimple,

You must imvest either 280,000
Eurcs, 350000 Eurcs or S00,000
Euros ina property.

Paperwork can be done remotely
and applicant is only required to stay
7 doys per yvear in Portugal A nice

ELIGIBILITY

excuse for a holiday.

A Portuguese bank account and
tax number must be obtained and
biometric data provided. Generally
the whaole process takes 4-6 months
o be completed.

Reports confirm that the investors
are obtaining not only permanent
residence (FR) permits but also
citizenships after physically residing
for just 35 days {7 days per year) in the
COUnLTY.

A great deal of uncertainty has
always surrounded the question of
whether participants in Portugal's
golden visa program would in the end,
after holding the temporary golden
viza for Syrs (1+2+2 years), qualify for
a) permanent residence status and b)
citizenship,

The top five nationalities approved
for the Portuguese Golden Visa since
2002
China-3771 | Brazil - 522
South Africa-242 | Russia-211
Turkey- 188

Under Golden Visy an individual
must have been legally resident
in the country, 7 days per year for
five consecutive years to apply for
citizenship

Applicant must be over 21 years

Maintain the investment for
minimum 5 years

Children below or above 18, if proven still

in full ime studies & Parents(Maternal/

Poternal) above 65 years con be included

Should not have any criminal
record and serious medical
condition

M J-Global is an immigration services company specializing in all kinds of visas for their clients
that include, Permanent Residency, Citizenship by Investment, Work Permits, Study Visas, Visit
Visas and much more. With years of experience, they have an exceptional list of successful clients.
They deal in services for Canada, Germany, Portugal, UK, USA, Greece,

Hungary, Malta, Do
T171E

Call Today on

inica, Grenada, Turkey and Vanuatu.
B! Choose the Best, Choose M-J Global

USA*CANADA* GERMANY * PORTUGAL*
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TUPPERWARE IS OFFICIALLY

IN OMAN NOW!

Ministry of Social Development

Tender Announcement

The Internal Tender committee of Ministry of Social Development hereby
announces the following tender :-

Tender
No.

Re-tender
232/2022

Tender
Subject

Establishment of

a hydrotherapy
unit at Al-Wafa
Center for the

Rehabilitation of
Persons with
Disabilities in

Ibri

Last date for
obtainment
of tender
document

Grade

Companies specialized
in building
contracting and
registered with the
General Secrefariat of
the Tender Board in
the second degree

Tuesday
3-1-2023
02:00 PM

Last date
for tender
submission

Wedresday
18-1-2023
10:00 AM

Tender
Document
Price (non-
retundable)

R.0.
25/=

2722022

Four-wheel
drive car rental

Companies specialized
in the field of car
rental services and
registered with the
General Secretariat of
the Tender Board in
the category of
excellent, first,
second, third or fourth

Monday
8-1-2023
02:00 PM

Sunday
29-1-2023
10:00 AM

Specialized Companies, registered with the Tender Board may obtain the Tender documents
at theTender Board e-tendering digital portal link (https:/fetendering tenderboard.gov.om)
On Tuesday 20/12/2022

Tender shall be submitted in compliance with the technical specifcations and terms along
with a local bank warranty at (1%) of the tender value, valid ninety (90} days from the date
of e-submission,

For Inquiry , please contact though the e-tendering website (reg@tenderboard.gov.om)
tel. ( 24402200)

" The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Ministry”
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LANDMARK PACT: The passing of the agreement was announced by Chinese Minister of Ecology and Environment Huang Rungiu, who is

S

UN conference reaches
historic biodiversity deal

The most significant part of the deal is

the commitment to protect 30 percent of

land and water considered important for

biodiversity before the end of the decade

MONTREAL: Negotiators at a
UN biodiversity conference on
Monday reached an agreement
hailed as a landmark global effort
to protect the world’s lands and
oceans.

The most significant part of the
deal is the commitment to protect
30 percent of land and water con-
sidered important for biodiversity
before the end of the decade. Cur-
rently, just 17 percent of terrestrial
and 10 percent of marine areas are
protected.

The agreement comes a day be-

fore the United Nations Biodiver-
sity Conference, or COP15, is set to
end in Montreal, Canada.

The passing of the agreement
was announced by Chinese Min-
ister of Ecology and Environment
Huang Rungiu, who is leading the
meeting,.

The announcement came short-
ly after a representative of the
delegation from the Democratic
Republic of Congo objected to the
text, causing some African nations
to protest at the manner in which
the outcome was proclaimed.

The agreement envisages put-
ting $200 billion (€188 billion)
toward supporting biodiversity by
2030, with another $500 billion to
be possibly raised by phasing out
or reforming subsidies, such as
those for food or fuel.

The deal also calls for giving
low-income countries far more
than is currently provided for
their efforts to protect nature. This
amount is to reach at least $20 bil-
lion annually by 2025, increasing
to $30 billion by 2030.

In 2019, a UN report warned
that a million plant and animal
species face extinction within
decades. The main drivers of that
potential destruction are seen by
experts as being climate change,
along with habitat loss, pollution
and development.

While it sounds similar to
COP27, the recent UN Climate
Conference held in Sharm El-
Sheikh, the two meetings focus
on different but related issues.
COP27 addressed action under

the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change to reduce green-
house gas emissions and to adapt
to these changes. COP15 focuses
on the living world through the
Convention on Biological Diver-
sity (CBD) a treaty adopted for the
conservation and sustainable use
of biological diversity and related
issues.

While the biodiversity COP -
short for Conference of the Parties
- takes place every two years, this
year is particularly important as a
new global biodiversity framework
is set to be adopted. The Post-2020
Global Biodiversity Framework
will be the first global framework
on biodiversity adopted since the
Aichi Biodiversity Targets in 2010.

At COP10 in Nagoya, Japan, in
2010, governments set out to meet
the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets
by 2020, including that natural
habitat loss would be halved and
plans for sustainable consump-
tion and production would be
implemented. — agencies

Three police
officers killed

MAAN: Jordanian police said
on Monday that three officers
and a suspect died in a shootout
in the southern city of Maan
during an arrest raid into the
case of the slaying of a police
commander.

Police said that eight other
suspects in the Kkilling of a sen-
ior policeman last week were
arrested and investigations
into the incident were ongo-
ing. The arrests followed some
of the worst unrest the Middle
Eastern kingdom had seen in
years after truck drivers went
on strike over rising fuel prices.
Strikes and protests spread to
several cities across Jordan,
and protesters clashed with po-
lice on Thursday. — ow
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Water supply in Al
Dakhiliyah to be hit due
to pipeline relocation

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Water and
Wastewater Services Company,
in cooperation with the Ministry
of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology will
carry out the work of relocating
the main and feeder water trans-
mission pipes on 26th and 27th of
this month, impacted by the wid-
ening of the Rusayl-Bidbid Road
in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.

During the same period, the
efficiency of the water transmis-
sion system will be enhanced and
linked with the ongoing strategic
projects. Besides, some periodic
maintenance of the associated
assets will be carried out. Dur-
ing that period, water transmis-
sion supply in the Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate will be temporarily
suspended.

Engineer Abdullah bin Mo-
hammed Al Nuaimi, CEO of
Operations and Maintenance at
the company, said: “The works
include conversion of the pipes
affected by the road, replacement
of some valves, and linking of a
number of strategic projects, in-
cluding the new water transmis-
sion pipeline for Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate and the Sohar-Bar-
ka water transmission pipeline,
in addition to implementation of
a number of other works. Other
mechanical and electrical sys-
tems will be upgraded to raise the
efficiency of the water transmis-

sion system.”

Al-Nuaimi added: “In line with
the company’s social responsibil-
ity, it will provide home lockers
for groups of people, including
those with limited income or
those under social security cover.
Subscribers can obtain lockers
through coordination with the
offices of their Excellencies the
governors.

“During the restoration and
maintenance works, the com-
pany will press into service water
tankers with a capacity of 10,000
gallons each from Al Dhahirah,
Muscat and North Al Sharqi-
yah governorates. Altogether, 70
tankers will operate during the
period. In addition, the company
will provide billed water through
100 tankers with a capacity of
600 gallons each. In the states of
Nizwa, Bahla and Samail, a num-
ber of water wells are operating.
The company has also appealed
to the residents of the governo-
rate to put up with the inconven-
ience thus caused and rationalise
consumption of water.”

During the period, the com-
pany’s call centre at 1442 will
work round-the-clock and is fully
prepared to receive reports and
notes from subscribers.

Besides, the company will
communicate through its ac-
counts on social networking sites
and its website and will respond
to subscribers’ queries and pro-
vide updates.

India becomes second-largest
steel producer 1in world: Scindia

NEW DELHI: Union minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia said on
Monday that India had become
the second-largest steel producer
in the world in the last eight years.

‘While replying to a question on
the impact on the steel industry
with India importing 25 per cent
of steel production to the Euro-
pean Union, Scindia said, “ India
has now reached a new record.
‘We have become the second larg-
est steel producer in the world
in the last 8 years, doubling our
capacity from 150 to 154 million
tonnes of production. We are very
very aware of the environmental
concerns.”

“This affects producers all over
the world. A clear articulation
of both supply side and demand
side plans we have in place to re-
duce the CO2 emissions in the
steel sector steel because without
a doubt this is the way the world
is going. Steel has to conform to
that path of environmental pro-
tection,” he added while replying
to a question on environmental

N
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concerns due to steel production.

While replying to a question
about how come Amritsar and
Chandigarh airports were not
pushed while signing a bilateral
air service agreement between
Indian and Canada, he stated,
“We have connectivity from Am-

ritsar and Chandigarh to almost
seven countries Qatar, Malaysia,
United Kingdoms, Dubai, Singa-
pore, Sharjah and Italy from the
Amritsar and Chandigarh air-
ports,” he stated

17 air traffic movements
“We have 17 air traffic move-
ments per week internation-
ally especially to Singapore, Doha
Kualampur. While talking about
domestic air traffics, we have 42
domestic traffic movements,” he
further stated.

Shiromani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee (SGPC) and the
Punjabi diaspora in Canada were
disappointed over the recent bi-
lateral air service agreement be-
tween Indian and Canada.

There has been no announce-
mentof direct air connectivity be-
tween Punjab and Canada. SGPC
and Punjabi diaspora are rattled
with no flights being started from
Canada to Sri Guru Ramdas Jee
International Airport Amritsar.

— ANI
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Argentina’s Lionel
Messi was the hero of
the highest-scoring
World Cup in history.
Alook backon a
successful tournament
that concluded with

many firsts in Qatar

DOHA: This was always going
to be a FIFA World Cup like no
other. The first to be hosted in
the Middle East, the first to be
played in November and Decem-
ber, and the first of its size to be
held in such a small geographical
area, Qatar 2022 offered a fresh
twist on this old and much-loved
festival of football.

But while the treading of so
much new ground came with op-
portunities — the novel prospect
of attending multiple World Cup
matches in a single day, for ex-
ample - the risks were clear and
undeniable.

Gianni Infantino admitted as
much earlier this week, when
he confessed to pre-tournament

concerns “about having so many
fans from so many countries, at
the same time, in the same place”.

“In a normal World Cup, you
have in one city fans of two coun-
tries, not more,” added the FIFA
President.

“Here, you have 32 countries
plus all [the] other fans from
the world who come to enjoy
the World Cup together in the
same place.”

Given that the place in ques-
tion has a population of less

than 2.9 million and its stadiums
are all within a 35-mile radius,
questions naturally arose about
how Qatar and its infrastructure
would cope with such a mass
invasion. Others wondered how
the on-field fare would be im-
pacted by the tournament tak-
ing place in the middle of most
players’ domestic seasons, with
reduced preparation time an in-
evitable consequence.

One by one, of course, those
doubts were swept away by a

i

tidal wave of fantastic football,
flawless organisation and friend-
ly, passionate atmospheres on
the streets and in the stadiums.
Jurgen Klinsmann this week
described it as “a World Cup
organised to perfection”, while
Infantino has been far from
alone in declaring Qatar 2022 to
be, quite simply, “the best ever”.
The same description is, of
course, being applied increasingly
widely to the tournament’s star man.
Lionel Messi was already a

atail

AY 4
dogs

leading contender for ‘GOAT’
status but his claims to that title
have been further fortified by a
truly magnificent month in Qatar.

In the highest-scoring World
Cup of all time, it was goals from
Argentina’s captain that did
most to determine the direction
of the title.

And not even La Albiceleste’s
fiercest rivals could begrudge
this wonderful player his well-
deserved moment with the prize
he has solong coveted. - rira+

Fs

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVERS WHO STOLE THE LIMELIGHT

Lionel Messi:
Lionel Messi, for
many the greatest &_
footballer in - =
history, has finally *U
got his hands on the

‘World Cup trophy. The
35-year-old provided

seven goals and three

assists, and broke

multiple records, as

Argentina conquered

the sport for the first

time in 36 years..

Kylian Mbappe:

With eight goals

in seven appear-

ances, the France

talisman produced . 7
the highest-scoring i
‘World Cup by any
individual player since
Ronaldo emerged

with an identical haul

from the 2002 edition.

o ]

Mbappe also became
just the fifth player

in World Cup history
to score in separate
finals, the first to score
afinal hat-trick since
Geoff Hurst in 1966
and, with four goals
across 2018 and 2022,
is now established as
the highest-scoring
player in the history of
showpiece fixture.

Yassine
Bounou:

The Morocco
hero became the
first African goal-
keeper to record three
clean sheets in a single
‘World Cup edition.

Olivier Giroud:
The big French-
man only started

for France due to alate
pre-tournament injury
to Karim Benzema but
certainly made the
most of his opportu-
nity, scoring four times
to move on to 53 for his
country — two clear of
Thierry Henry’s
previous record of 51.

Neymar: 3
In atournament 5
that ended in m
tears for the Brazil

No10, he nonetheless
equalled Pele’s 77-goal

haul to become A

Sele¢do’s joint-record
scorer.

Hugo Lloris:

The France

skipper surpassed

Lilian Thuram F
(142) as his coun-

try’s all-time record claim more direct goal
caps holder and also involvements during
became the first goal- the same period.
keeper to reach the
milestone of 20 World Goncalo Ramos:
Cup appearances. The rising Portugal
star became the first
Harry Kane: player to score a hat-
‘With his 52nd and ¢ trick on his maiden
53rd international ‘World Cup start since
goals, the England Miroslav Klose in
captain moved along- 2002. He was also re-
side Wayne Rooney as sponsible for the first
the Three Lions’ treble in the knockout

all-time record scorer.

Ivan Perisic:
The Croatia wide dpk

S
man scored one _-‘}
oy T

Lionel Scaloni:
At 44 years old, the

stage since Tomas
Skuhravy at Italia ‘90

and setup two for P —~ 27 Argentinian became -1
the Vatreni, meaning the youngest coach '
that he now has six since fellow coun-

goals and five assists tryman Cesar Luis

across the last three
‘World Cups. Only the
great Messi (21) can

Menotti — who was 39
in 1978 - to win the
‘World Cup. - rrra+

CHAMPIONS:
Argentina

RUNNERS-UP:
France

e

THIRD PLACE:
Croatia

Standout
sides

ARGENTINA
From the butt of the world’s
jokes to the worthiest of
champions, La Albiceleste
enjoyed one hell of aride.
And just as no-one foresaw
that opening-match defeat
to Saudi Arabia, few could
have imagined that they
would recover to achieve
their long-held dream in
such impressive - and
dramatic - circumstances.
As for their talisman, what
more can be said? Messi
is quite rightly a beloved
figure far beyond Argen-
tina’s borders, and neutrals
across the world were both
captivated and converted to
his team’s cause by the little
magician’s pursuit of World
Cup glory.

MOROCCO
It took 88 years of
attempting for an Africa
team to reach the World
Cup semi-finals. Mo-
rocco were the continental
trailblazers. After sinking
Belgium in the group stage,
Yassine Bounou, Achraf
Hakimi, Hakim Ziyech,
Youssef En-Nesyri and Co
eliminated Spain in the
last 16 and Portugal in the
quarter-finals. The Atlas
Lions also gave France a
strict examination in the

last four before losing an
end-to-end encounter with
Croatia 2-1in the battle for
bronze.

CROATIA
It simply must rank as one
of the greatest achieve-
ments in World Cup
history - anation inhabited
by fewer than four million
people finishing second and
third at back-to-back
editions. Zlatko Dalic lost
several key components of
his 2018 side, such as
Danijel Subasic, Ivan Rakitic
and Mario Mandzukic, but
new stars emerged in the
shape of Dominik Livakovic
and Josko Gvardiol to com-
plement the divine talent of
Luka Modric. The Croatian
highlight was a stunning
elimination of tournament
favourites Brazil en route to
finishing third.

JAPAN
Would four-time
champions Germany or
21st-century titans Spain
win Group E? Japan made
amockery of the question
the masses were assessing
by slaying both those giants
to finish top. The Samurai
Blue also became only the
third team in World Cup
history, and the first since
West Germany in 1970, to
win two separate games in
which they had been
trailing at half-time.
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Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni remembered

Diego Maradona after La Albiceleste won the

World Cup for the first time since Maradona

inspired them to glory in 1986

DOHA: Lionel Scaloni was left
saddened by a sudden realisation
that the late Argentina great Die-
go Maradona was unable to enjoy
their World Cup success in Qatar.

Scaloni’s side beat France 4-2
on penalties following a remark-
able 3-3 draw after extra time at
Lusail Stadium on Sunday.

It was Argentina’s first World
Cup triumph since Maradona
inspired them to glory in 1986,
earning Lionel Messi his maiden
success in the competition.

Maradona, who played for his
national team between 1977 and

ORLD CUP FINAL DEFEAT

1994, died in November 2020
at the age of 60 after suffering a
cardiac arrest. His death was fol-
lowed by three days of national
mourning, putting into context
just how significant a figure he
was in Argentina. And for Scalo-
ni on Sunday, being reminded of
Maradona’s passing was difficult.

Asked what he would say to
Maradona if he had been present,
Scaloni told reporters: “Well, you
make me realise that he’s not
here, otherwise you’d think he
was amongst us.

“Well fortunately we man-

| HOPE MARADONA ENJOYED
IT FROM ABOVE: SGALONI
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aged to lift this trophy, some-
thing we’ve been dreaming of
for so long, we’re such a football
passionate country.

“I hope he enjoyed it from
above. I’'m sure if he was here he’'d

have enjoyed it so much, he’d have
been the first one on the pitch.

“Now you ask me this you
make me realise he’s not here.
I wish he was here to enjoy this
moment.” - rrra+
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Messi vows to kéep

playing for Argentina

DOHA: Lionel Messi prom-
ised he would play on for Argen-
tina to experience “a few more
games being world champion”
after inspiring their triumph in
Qatar.

The World Cup belongs
to Messi and Argentina after
Sunday’s  spectacular  final
that saw Kylian Mbappe hit a
hat-trick for France but still end
up on the losing side.

Messi told TyC Sports: “Obvi-
ously I wanted to close my career
with this, I can’t ask for anything
any more.

“Thank God, he gave me
everything. Closing almost my
career like this, it’s incredible.”

Messi knows his career is
winding down, and he put in
the work to make sure he was in
prime shape for one last shot at
the World Cup.

His emotional reaction

after the final whistle, kissing the
trophy at the first opportunity,
reflected how dearly Messi

wanted this moment.
A double in the final meant
Messi became the highest-

scoring South American player
in major international tourna-
ments with 26 goals - 13 in the
‘World Cup as many in the Copa
America. That took him one goal
ahead of Brazil great Ronaldo,
who previously held the record.

“After this, what will there
be? I was able to get the Copa
America, World Cup... It came to
me almost at the end,” Messi said

“I enjoy being in the
national team, the group,Iwantto
continue living a few more games
being world champion.

“It’s every little kid’s dream,
I was lucky to have achieved
everything and what I was
missing is here.” - rira+

pra1se rrom srazit GREAT (NRENRERRRRRRNRARARENENRIRY
Pele salutes Messi

DOHA: Brazil great Pele sent
congratulations to Argentina
after their breathtaking World
Cup final victory, describing Li-
onel Messi’s success as the mo-
ment “his trajectory deserved”.

Pele, confined to hospital
recently, has been attentive to
events at Qatar 2022 and said
Argentina’s trophy win would
have delighted the late Diego
Maradona.

The big moment for 35-year-
old Messi means he finally has a
‘World Cup victory to his name,
matching compatriot Mara-
dona who was the driving force
behind Argentina’s Mexico 86
triumph. Maradona died in
November 2020 at the age of 60.

“Congratulations Argentina!
Certainly Diego is smiling now,”
Pele wrote on Instagram.

There was sympathy from
82-year-old Pele for Kylian

Mbappe, who finished on the
losing side despite scoring two
penalties and a stunning vol-
ley to complete only the second
hat-trick in a men’s World Cup
final, after Geoff Hurst’s 1966
treble for England against West
Germany.

Argentina lifted the trophy
after a 3-3 draw on Sunday,
winning the penalty shoot-out
4-2 after misses from King-
sley Coman and Aurelien
Tchouameni. - Frra+

Deschamps claims illness affected France in final

DOHA: France manager Didier
Deschamps suggested France had
felt the “physical or psychologi-
cal impact” of an illness-affected
run-up to their extraordinary
World Cup final defeat against
Argentina, although he stopped
short of saying it contributed to
the outcome.

France failed to become the
first team to retain the World
Cup since 1962 as Argentina tri-
umphed in a penalty shoot-out
following a remarkable 3-3 draw
at Lusail Stadium.

Before Kylian Mbappe’s hat-
trick enabled France to force
extra time and penalties, Des-
champs’ side made a slow start,
becoming the first team to fail to
attempt a shot in the first half of a
‘World Cup final.

France had been without
Adrien Rabiot and Dayot Upame-
cano due to illness in their semi-
final win over Morocco four days
earlier, and several other players
reportedly experienced symptoms
in the days preceding the final.

Asked about the spread of the
virus after Sunday’s defeat, De-
schamps said it played a role in
France’s lethargic start.

“The whole squad has been
facing a tricky situation for a
while now, maybe that had a
physical and psychological im-
pact,” Deschamps said.

“But I had no concerns about
the players who started the
match. They were 100 per cent fit,
but we only had four days since
the last match so perhaps there is
some tiredness.

“That’s not an excuse but we
didn’t show the same energy as
previous matches and for the first
hour we weren’t in the match.

“In those first 70 minutes or
So, we were playing a very aggres-
sive and dynamic opponent and
we weren't at the same level for a
number of reasons.

“We managed to come back
from the dead and made a mag-
nificent comeback from a very
difficult situation.”

Deschamps made his frustra-

tion with France’s first-half perfor-
mance clear by becoming the first
boss to make two substitutions
before half-time in a World Cup
match when he withdrew Olivier
Giroud and Ousmane Dembele.
Despite Les Bleus’ failure to
clinch the trophy for a third time,
Deschamps praised the players
he introduced, Marcus Thuram

and Randal Kolo Muani, for re-
viving the contest.

“I went through a lot of dif-
ferent emotions tonight,” Des-
champs said. “There are some
regrets because we were so close
to winning but it wasn’t to be.

“There were a number of rea-
sons why, we had a very strong op-
ponent and we were lacking a bit
of' energy from some key players.

“We had some young inex-
perienced players who came on
and brought some freshness and
quality. They got us back in the
match to keep the dream alive.”

Deschamps termed his team’s
loss “cruel”. Randal Kolo Muani
was denied a last-gasp winner by
goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez, and
Argentina won the shoot-out 4-2.

“We had a chance to win the
World Cup in the last minute but
it wasn’t to be,” Deschamps said.

“At 2-0 there would not have
been the same regrets, you just
say ‘bravo’ to them.

“I don’t want to take any
merit away from Argentina but
there were lots and lots of emo-
tions and it was cruel at the end
because we were so close.” - agencies
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OMAN CRUDE PRIGE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by February 2023
reaching $76.09, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 72
cents from the price of Friday, which was

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,802.52 points,
up by 0.18 per cent from the previous close.
The Sharia Index ended up by 0.93 per
cent at495.53 points. Oman Oil Marketing,
up 8.33 per cent, was the top gainer while
Oman & Emirates Investment was down

BUSINESS & FINANCE
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Over $23bn worth acquisitions,
mergers reported in Middle Eas

With ‘green’ mergers and acquisitions (M&A)

deals increasing from 5 per cent in 2020

to 10.3 per cent in 2021, suggesting that

more dealmakers are recognising the value-

creating potential of these transactions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Middle East re-
corded 283 mergers and acquisi-
tions (M&A) deals with a total
value of $23.8 billion in the first
three quarters of 2022. This is an
increase of 16 per cent from the
same period last year, according
to anew report by the Boston Con-
sulting Group (BCG) titled ‘The
2022 M&A Report.

The report also forecasts that
environmental considerations will
motivate an increasing number of

deals. With ‘green’ M&A deals in-
creasing from 5 per cent in 2020
t010.3 per cent in 2021, suggesting
that more dealmakers are recog-
nising the value-creating potential
of these transactions, the report
added.

“Green deals are very hot in
the region. Soaring sustainabil-
ity transactions in the Middle East
are a clear outcome of established
national transformation programs
seeking out diverse economic out-
puts for countries on their path to
net zero,” said Thab Khalil, Manag-

Ronald Maalouf, Managing
Director, and Partner, BCG

ing Director, and Senior Partner,
BCG. “As the region continues
grounding itself as a hub where
collaboration and diversification
can bear fruit, so will green merg-
ers and acquisitions,” he added.
BCG’s analysis revealed a clear
upward trend in green-related

Thab Khalil, Managing Director,
and Senior Partner, BCG

deals over the past decade, with
the strongest acceleration occur-
ring in 2021 when Middle East
deal volumes nearly doubled to
10.3 per cent following two softer
years for broader M&A activity
and green transactions.

Green M&A has been growing

particularly quickly in industries
that are at the forefront of the en-
ergy transition and in emerging
markets, with the Middle East
showing the highest level of green
activity globally. Over the past
ten years, the energy and utilities
industry had the highest share
of green M&A and the largest in-
crease, showing a 98 per cent in-
crease in deals from 2020-2021,
contributing to 10 per cent of M&A
deals in the Middle East in 2021.
Asia-Pacific (especially China)
was the second-most active re-
gion, with a green deal share of ap-
proximately 8 per cent in 2021.

Do green deals create
value?

BCG’s analysis disclosed that de-
spite the substantial premium
they often command, green deals
globally generally create more
value than non-green deals upon
announcement and over the ensu-
ing two years. By analysing cumu-
lative abnormal return (CAR) for
three-day periods before and after
a deal announcement, BCG found

that the median CAR of environ-
mental-related transactions (1.0
per cent) is significantly margin-
ally higher than that of nongreen
deals. The report also determined
that the median two-year relative
total shareholder return (rTSR)
of non-green deals (-0.55 per cent)
exceeds that of green deals (-2.38
per cent).

“Though the Middle East is
seeking out net zero solutions to
power its economy, it is not let-
ting go of the stream of energy
and power,” said Ronald Maalouf,
Managing Director, and Partner,
BCG. “On the contrary, increasing
ventures in hydrogen will surely
position the region notonly as are-
liable sustainable centre of energy
supply but as a leader in that seg-
ment capable of powering an even
greater number of mergers and ac-
quisitions across the board. With
COP28 scheduled in the United
Arab Emirates, we expect more at-
tention to be drawn to the region’s
green portfolio to spearhead global
sustainable development goals to
success.”

Bank Muscat partners with GIG Gulf to offer 40% discount on home insurance covers

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Homes and their con-
tents are the most valuable pos-
sessions most people own in their
lifetimes. Hence, getting quality
home insurance mightbe your best
choice to protect your home and
everything under its roof against
damage or destruction caused by
natural disasters or accidents.

To provide maximum protection
to its customers, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial services provider
inthe Sultanate of Oman, had earlier
tied up with GIG Gulf, the no. 1 re-
gional insurer to offer comprehen-
sive protection through GIG Home
Insurance.

Recently on the occasion of the
bank’s 40th Anniversary, Bank Mus-

catannounced thata40 per cent dis-
count would be available to custom-
ers on home contents and personal
belongings insurance cover during
a special promotional period, which
ends on December 31.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dullah Tamman Al Maashani,
General Manager - Products at
Bank Muscat, said, “The bank is
delighted to join hands with GIG
Gulf, the No. 1 regional insurer, to
provide an innovative home insur-
ance plan for the benefit of all its
customers. This partnership has
not only delivered excellent value
but has also played a key role in
enhancing our value proposition
to our customers. In line with the
valuable feedback received on our
bancassurance plans, Bank Mus-

cat is pleased to offer coverage at
significantly reduced rates to cele-
brate the bank’s 40th anniversary.”

Mehdi Al Harthy, General Man-
ager & Head of Partnerships -

Oman, GIG Gulf, commented on
this occasion, “We are proud to
have worked with Bank Muscat
over the years to deliver a range of
distinctive and value-added insur-
ance plans for our customers. GIG
Home Insurance plan is the ideal
solution for protection against
unexpected events that might take
away the possessions you value
the most. We encourage all Bank
Muscat customers to take full ad-
vantage of the highly discounted
rates on the home contents and
personal belongings covers during
the bank’s 40th-anniversary of-
fer. As GIG Gulf, we have proudly
served over 200,000 Bank Muscat
customers since 2016, where we
developed personalised, top-notch
products that enhance and com-

plement Bank Muscat products.
Today, we provide various insur-
ance solutions such as Life, Saving,
Health, and Motor, to serve and ca-
ter to all customers’ needs.”

Home Insurance plan

GIG’s Home Insurance plan offers
exceptional value to both home-
owners and tenants. It protects the
building and its contents against
fire, explosion, lightning, earth-
quakes, accidental damage, fixture
breakage, and the like.

It also offers worldwide person-
al belongings coverage for valu-
ables such as passports, driver’s li-
censes, legal documents, jewellery,
watches, music, sports and port-
able equipment, laptops, or any
other items that customers may

carry outside their homes.

The plan also includes the
Owner’s and Occupier’s Liability
Cover, which protects the insured
from any claim made against them,
and the Tenant’s Liability Cover,
which protects the insured if they
are legally held liable for property
damage. As an added benefit, the
insured can choose to cover do-
mestic helpers under the home
insurance policy for both medical
coverage and repatriation of mor-
tal remains.

Customers can purchase their
Home Insurance plan and redeem
the 40% discount on Home Con-
tents and Personal Belongings
insurance cover at Bank Muscat
branches with GIG Gulf helpdesks
or through the online portal.

Google announces
new Al-based
initiatives for India

NEW DELHI: Google on
Monday announced a series
of new Artificial Intelligence
(AI)-based initiatives for India,
aimed at addressing the lan-
guage divide on the Internet,
supporting the digitisation of
farmland in partnership with
the Telangana government,
and new collaborations and in-
vestments to drive responsible
development of AI across the
country.

New innovations were fo-
cused on bilingual users’ needs
and new search capabilities
using camera and voice, a new
fraud detection model for se-
cure digital payments on Google
Pay, and integration with Dig-
ilocker in the files by Google app
on Android to allow for easy ac-
cess to key digital documents,
privately and safely.

Positioning Indian language
support on the Internet as
the next big unlock for India’s
digital transformation journey,
Google announced a collabora-
tion with the Indian Institute
of Science, Bengaluru (Project
Vaani). — am
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MSX index

ends higher

Oman 0il Marketing, up 8.33 per cent, was

the top gainer while Oman & Emirates

Investment, down 7.41 per cent, was the top

loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,802.52 points, up by
0.18 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up
by 0.93 per cent at 495.53 points.
Oman Oil Marketing, up 8.33 per
cent, was the top gainer while
Oman & Emirates Investment,
down 741 per cent, was the top
loser. Shares of Sohar Interna-
tional Bank were the most active
in terms of the number of shares
traded while Oman Telecom
were the most active in terms of
turnover.

A total number of 317 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMRZ2.17 million,
with more than 7.53 million
shares changing hands. Out of 38
traded securities, 13 advanced,
14 declined, and 11 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
domestic investors were net sell-
ers for OMR52,000 while GCC
& Arab investors were net buy-
ers for OMR43,000, followed by
foreign investors for OMR9,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7760.60 points, down 0.05 per
cent. Prices of Sohar Interna-
tional Bank, Al Madina Takaful,
Bank Nizwa, Ahli Bank, and Ahl-
ia Insurance were up by 1.98 per

cent, 1.12 per cent, 1.03 per cent,
0.00 per cent and 0.00 per cent
respectively. Prices of Oman &
Emirates Investment, Al Omani-
ya Financial Services, National
Bank Oman, United Finance, and
Taageer Finance were down by
0.44 per cent, 4.11 per cent, 1.72
per cent, 1.52 per cent and 1.01
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,376.89 points, down 0.38 per
cent. Prices of Jazeera Steel
Products was up by 0.44 per cent.
Prices of National Aluminium,
Oman Cement, Raysut Cement,
Al Anwar Ceramics, and Galfar
Engineering were down by 5.00
per cent, 1.32 per cent, 1.18 per
cent, 0.96 per cent and 0.58 per
cent respectively.

Services Index was up by
1.05 per cent before closing at
1,606.26 points. Prices of Oman
Oil Marketing, Shell Oman Mar-
keting, Al Suwadi Power, Phoenix
Power, and OIFC were up by 8.33
per cent, 5.63 per cent, 3.57 per
cent, 2.38 per cent and 2.36 per
cent respectively. Prices of Mus-
cat Desalination, Oman National
Engineering, Al Maha Marketing
and Renaissance Services were
down by 2.97 per cent, 0.89 per
cent, 0.88 per cent and 0.85 per
cent respectively. — united securities
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Index High Low. Value Prev. Value.......... 1V drrrrrrrrrer Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.....oomieineieemneieieeaees 4,808.54 ............... 4764.70 4,802.52 479373 8.79 0.18
FINANCIAL INDEX 7,760.60 7,764.73 -4.12 -0.05
Industry Inde: 6,376.89 6,401.42 -24.52 -0.38
Services Index 1,608.47 1,589.59 1,606.26 1,589.59 16.67 1.05
MSX Shariah Index 495.53 491.29 495.53 490.98 4.55 0.93
MSX TRINDEX.....comreenerirecunenns 6,069.26............... 6,013.92 6,061.65 6,050.56 11.09 0.18
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,132.69 8,083.18 8,120.60 8,124.92 -4.31 -0.05
SERVICES TR IDX 1,700.02 1,680.06 1,697.68 1,680.06 1762 1.05
INDUSTRIAL TRIDX.....ccoovvurevumnee 6,688.08............... 6,639.14 6,639.14 6,664.67. -25.53 -0.38
Trading Summary

Volume ......cceeueeeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
7,530,434 2,171,407 317 23,758,312,275 13 14 11 38
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VOLUME.......... TURNDVER ... TRADES......... OPEN PRICE ... HIGH.........

S| S| CLOSEPR.......... PREV. CLOSE......... DIFF (RO) ..o L e— LASTPR

ISIN. SECURITY NAME.
REGULAR MARKET
0OMO0000001525 OMAN INVST& FIN.
OMO0000003398 SOHARINT. BANK....

0OMO0000002226 ALJAZEERA SERVIC:

OMO0000003968 OOREDOO

0OMO0000003026

0OMO0000002176 JAZEERA STEEL PROD.

(2.1 V2N 1 1 1 1070 R —

0.123.

0.103

0.270.

0404 .100... 279 906,019

167,800, 7,934

OMO0000001087.

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT

OMAN UNITED INSUR.....ooooormoeereeeeeeceere [25()117/—— 7,676

0.936. 0.100.. 702,000,000

0.224. .100...... 28,476,735

439,150 127,354,

0OMO0000003125. GLOBALINV.H

0.282. .100..... 31,000,000

0.286. .100.2,176,855,148

0OMO0000003224
0OMO0000003000
0OMO0000001152

RENAISSANCE SER........
AIMAHA PETROLEUM
OMAN NAT. ENG

OMO0000002168.
OMO0000003281.
OMO0000001749

AL ANWAR CERAMIC...
TAAGEER FINANCE
OMAN CEMENT

0.054. 0.100.....11,000,000

.100.... 110,167,060
.100..... 62,100,000

0.111 0.116 0.100.....15,540,000

OMO0000001483. NATIONAL BANK OMAN

0.000.

.90,640,000

0.094.

,348,856

e 0.300.

.100...... 99,261,813

0.286.

.100....463,394,711

OMO0000002077 AL OMANIYA FIN.S

62,116 696.

Total 1

Parallel Market

OM0000002572 OMAN OIL MARKETING

0.139. 0.100.....42,449,909

OMO0000002275 SHELL OMAN MRK.

OM0000004933 AL SUWADIPOWER

OMO0000005963 PHOENIX POWER

50471

OM0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

-...85,500,000
....20,717,784

..62,891,863

OM0000001160 NATIONAL GAS

....15,750,000

...219,221,397

OMO0000001517

OM0000001566 OMAN FISHERIE:

......9,010,000

0.100...324,050,672

‘OM0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE

OM0000002028 GULF INT.CHEMI.

OM0000002804 ASAFFAFOODS

OM0000004248 SMN POWER HOLDING

192,265

OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

33421 936.

011 0.100....20,028,624
... 20,578,804

........ 1,764,000

.26,880,000

OM0000003521 GALFAR ENGINEER.

2,620

OM0000001418.. RAYSUT CEMENT

OM0000002374.
OM0000007084

MCT DESALINATE

UNITED FINANCE ...occooermseericersresseessnerserees 64,000

97,440

66,099

OM0000001319 ALUMINIUM PROD.

o 8,584,331
..18,896,848

34,913,669
33,400,000
22,604,387

15,243,939

23,919

OMO0000001681 OMAN EMIRATES HO.

67,250 5,044.

Total 0

1,851,991......402,639.

,551,430

0.100........ 9,140,625

Oil climbs on optimisim over
China’s demand recovery

SINGAPORE: Oil prices re-
claimed ground on Monday after
tumbling more than $2 a barrel in
the previous session as optimism
from China’s reopening and oil
demand recovery outweighed con-
cerns of a global recession.

Brent crude futures rose 72
cents, or 0.9 per cent, to $79.76
a barrel by 0103 GMT while US
West Texas Intermediate crude
was at $74.89 a barrel, up 60 cents,
or 0.8 per cent, Reuters reports.

China, the world’s top crude oil
importer and No. 2 oil consumer,
is experiencing its first of three
expected waves of COVID-19 cas-
es after Beijing relaxed mobility
restrictions.

“Despite a surge in COVID cas-
es, the reopening optimism and ac-
commodative policy improve oil’s
demand outlook,” CMC Markets
analyst Tina Teng said.

On Friday, news outlet Caixin
reported China’s plans to increase
flights with a goal to restore the

country’s average daily passenger
flight volumes to 70 per cent of 2019
levels by January 6. China’s diesel
and gasoline exports continued to
surge in November to their highest
levelin over ayear asrefiners dashed
to use up their 2022 export quotas
and sell down rising inventory.
Brent and WTI rose more than
3 per cent last week as a Canada to
US pipeline remained shut with its
operator TC Energy Corp (TRPTO)
focused on cleaning up an oil spill.
The shutdown of the pipeline, with

a capacity to send 622,000 barrels
per day of Canadian crude to US re-
finers, has supported prices for US
heavy crude grades.

An announcement by the US
Energy Department on Friday that
it will begin repurchasing crude
oil for the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve also supported the outlook
for stronger prices.

This will be the United States’
first purchase since this year’s
record 180 million barrel release
from the stockpile. -ena

Investors ramp up pressure on big
oll firms to set 2030 climate targets

LONDON: A group of investors
has tabled resolutions urging four
of the world’s top oil and gas com-
paniesto set broad climate targets
for 2030, reviving pressure on the
sector after a year that saw gov-
ernments shift their focus to en-
ergy security.

Activist group Follow This said
it had co-filed the resolutions
with six major institutional in-
vestors managing $1.3 trillion in
assets ahead of the annual general
meetings of BP, Chevron, Exxon
Mobil and Shell next year, Reu-
ters reports.

In the resolutions, the inves-
tors call on the companies to set
targets to reduce by 2030 green-

house gas emissions including

those from fuel sold to custom-
ers, known as Scope 3 emissions,
which account for the vast major-
ity of the sector’s pollution.
Investors have in recent years

ramped up pressure on the oil

and gas sector to help tackle cli-
mate change, and the Follow This
climate-related resolutions have

drawn growing support among

shareholders.
However, last year the efforts
largely sputtered as investors

turned their focus more to higher

energy prices and energy secu-

rity following Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine.

BP, Shell and Chevron have all

set some 2030 greenhouse emis-
sions reduction targets that in-
clude Scope 3, though Follow This
said they are not aligned with the

United Nations’ ambitions to limit
global warming to 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above pre-industrial levels.

Exxon, which does not have
Scope 3 targets, has said the way
they are calculated is flawed. The
methodology has the unintended
consequence of passing carbon
footprint to someone else, it says -
for example when companies are
punished for producing more nat-
ural gas that would replace coal, a
more polluting fuel.

Chevron said it values input
from shareholders and will evalu-
ate any proposal received.

BP did not respond to requests
for comment. Shell said it be-
lieved its targets are aligned with
the UN climate targets.

“Follow This has consistently
proposed shareholder resolutions

that are simplistic, unrealistic
and against the best interests of
Shell. We remain committed to
constructive engagement with
our investors,” a Shell spokesper-
son said.

The group of investors co-filing
the resolutions includes Edmond
de Rothschild Asset Management,
Degroof Petercam Asset Manage-
ment and Achmea Asset Manage-
ment. Follow This did not provide
the names of the other backers.

“We recognise Shell has made
tremendous improvement in its
climate targets. Nevertheless, it
still lacks an absolute 2030 (emis-
sion reduction) target,” Jean-
Philippe Desmartin, head of Re-
sponsible Investment at Edmond
de Rothschild Asset Management
told Reuters. -ena

Cybercriminals
attack users with
400,000 new
malicious files daily

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In 2022, Kasper-
sky’s detection systems discov-
ered on average 400,000 mali-
cious files distributed every day,
indicating a 5 per cent growth
compared to 2021.

The number of certain types
of threats also escalated: for
example, Kaspersky experts
discovered a 181 per cent in-
crease in the proportion of ran-
somware detected daily. These
and other findings are part of
Kaspersky Security Bulletin
(KSB) - an annual series of pre-
dictions and analytical reports
on key shifts within the cyber-
security world.

Kaspersky’s detection sys-
tems discovered an average of
403,000 new malicious files
daily over the past 10 months.
By comparison, about 380,000
of these files were detected
every day in 2021, demonstrat-
ing a 5 per cent jump. In total,
Kaspersky’s systems detected
approximately 122 million ma-
licious files in 2022, 6 million
more than last year.

Average daily number of ma-
licious files detected by Kasper-
sky security solutions from
2019 to 2022 (January 1 - Oc-
tober 31)

Kaspersky’s researchers dis-
covered that the share of ran-
somware encountered daily
increased by 181 per cent com-
pared to 2021, reaching 9,500
encrypting files per day. Among
other threats, Kaspersky securi-
ty solutions also detected a 142
per cent growth in the share of
Downloaders — malicious pro-
grams that install new versions
of malware or unwanted appli-
cations on infected devices.

Windows continued to be the
prime target of attacks among
all platforms where threat
families were spread. In 2022,
Kaspersky experts discovered
an average of nearly 320,000
malicious files attacking Win-
dows devices. Out of all mali-
cious files spread, 85 per cent of
them targeted Windows. How-
ever, Windows is not the only
popular platform for attackers.
This year, Kaspersky’s detec-
tion systems also discovered
that the share of malicious files
in Microsoft Office formats dis-
tributed daily doubled (236 per
cent of growth).

In 2022, Kaspersky experts
also identified a 10 per cent in-
crease in the share of malicious
files targeting the Android plat-
form every day. So, in addition
to Windows and Office files,
Android users have also become
some of the favourite targets of
fraudsters.
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atar 2022 will be remem-

bered for decades ahead as

ne of the greatest hosts of

the FIFA World Cup, which was

held from November 20 to Decem-

ber 18. It had all the key ingredi-

ents needed to make a tournament

an outright success as it met the

expectation of millions of fans

who visited the State of Qatar from
across the globe.

The World Cup began with a
victory of seismic impact as Gulf
nation Saudi Arabia shocked
Lionel Messi’s Argentina. The
upsets continued as four-time
champions Germany exited in the
group stage itself.

As if the departure of Germany
wasn’t enough, five-time champi-
ons Brazil bowed out in the round
of 16 stage even as the fans enjoyed
some sensational goals and saves.

On the pitch, the story of the
tournament had to be the sterling
performance of Morocco. The
Atlas Lions created history by be-
coming the first African and Arab
nation to reach the semi-finals and
finished fourth behind Croatia, an-
other first for an African nation.

And then the crowning mo-
ment came on 18 December when
Argentina won its third World
Cup title by beating France 4-2 in
a penalty shootout after a 3-3 draw
featuring two goals from Argen-
tina’s 35-year-old Lionel Messi.

Messi won the Golden Ball for
the best player at this year’s World
Cup. He scored twice, taking his
tally of goals at the tournament
to seven, and also scored in the
shoot-out following the 3-3 draw
after extra time.

THE JOURNEY
TO DOHA

Travelling to Doha to enjoy
the World Cup ambience and
watch a match onboard Qatar
Airways turned out to be an ic-
ing on the cake.

Celebrated for its onboard

amenities and lavish lounges, Qa-
tar Airways business class is de-
signed to impress everyone and lot
of fans enjoyed the travel onboard
the Qatar Airways.

Home to one of the most in-
novative and modern fleets in the
world, Qatar Airways spacious and
comfortable seating, delectable
cuisine and extensive entertain-
ment options, made flying a truly
remarkable experience.

With Qsuite available in a few
flights on Muscat-Doha sector, fly-
ing experience has been totally dif-
ferent from Muscat to Doha.

The Qguite offers ambient
mood lighting, fully lie-flat beds
and generous storage space, creat-
ing a new standard in comfort.

WARM WELCOME

IN DOHA

On arrival, all Hayya card hold-
ers were provided by Qatar’s tel-
ecom operators free SIM loaded
with talktime and data for three
days — a very thoughtful gesture
that brought a smile on everyone’s
faces. A traditional welcome beck-
oned all the travellers flying in as
they were greeted and treated with
Kahwa (Arabic coffee) and dates at
the airport.

To welcome travellers to Qatar,
the award-winning airline intro-
duced Qatar Sky House, a pavilion
at Al Bidda Park, which included
interactive activities such as face
painting, Qverse experience, swing
the world, foosball, and the “Ney-

The World Cup
brought a lot

of focus on the
Arab culture and
traditions and
the memories

of Qatar World
Cup 2022 will
be engraved in
history forever.

mar Challenge”. For those looking
for a moment to sit back and relax,
the pavilion included two lounge
areas, a Qatar Airways Privilege
Club lounge and a space dedicated
to relaxation.

The Qatar Airways House, lo-
cated in the Hyatt Regency Oryx
Hotel, was screening live match-
es, conferences, events, as well as
an introduction to the country’s
culture.

SO0UR WAKIF

VISIT A MUST

A trip to Doha is incomplete with-
out a visit to Souq Wakif, a desti-
nation where tradition and mo-
dernity is blended to perfection.
It was the epicenter of fans con-
verging from across the globe and
the nearby metro station provided

easy access from Souq Wakif to
the stadiums.

The decked-up Corniche was
another place to chill for the fans
with its beautiful view across the
bay of downtown buildings lit up
to celebrate the matches of the
day. It was a perfect place to hang
out early in the evening and be-
tween matches.

DREAMLAND DOHA
Doha became a dreamland for the
football fans as they sang, danced
and enjoyed all the games. “This
is the one of the best World Cups
I have seen in the last 40 years.
Thank you Qatar,” Yogesh, a fan
from India, who flew from the
western city of Mumbai, said.
Qatar has done it! They have
hosted the first-ever World Cup in

the Middle East successfully. The
World Cup will be remembered
not just for the high standard of
football but also for excellent
hospitality.

“Thank you Qatar for a won-
derful experience at the FIFA
World Cup. The government’s
amazing execution of detailed
planning and the excellent crowd
management of the congregation
of humans is a lesson for the rest
of the world. Providing free bus
services to and from the stadium/
airport to metro station and free
metrorides are all that will remain
in the hearts of fans like me. Even
visiting a fan festival was an en-
joyable experience,” Nasser, a fan
from Saudi Arabia, said.

The ubiquitous marshals
played a key role in managing
the crowds at all the places. They
stood outside the stations, con-
tinually chanting: “Metrooo... this
way.” Undoubtedly, Qatar estab-
lished its credentials as a worthy
host. The success of the FIFA
‘World Cup is sure to leave a lasting
legacy for Qatar. The tournament
greatly benefited the Gulf nations
with fans spread across the UAE
and Oman during the course of the
‘World Cup.

The World Cup also brought
a lot of focus on the Arab culture
and traditions and despite critics
doubting the success, Qatar has
proved in clear terms that it has
done it. Qatar is a winner all the
way. The memories of Qatar 2022
will be engraved in history forever.
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Oman Sailing Festival 2022
heads north to Musandam

Visitors will have
the chance to

enjoy free sessions
and try sailing,
windsurfing and kite
surfing from Oman
Sail’s professional

instructors

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Organised by Oman Sail,
the Oman Sailing Festival will kick
off at Bassa public beach in Musan-
dam from 20-24 December 2022 as
the nationwide tour concludes.
Visitors will have the chance to
enjoy free sessions and try sailing,
windsurfing and kite surfing from
Oman Sail’s professional instructors.
There will also be abeach clean-

LEARNING SKILLS: The Oman Sailing Festival organise

| —

4 s

opportunities to learn how to sail, windsurf and kitesurf.

up run in partnership with Envi-
ronment Society of Oman (ESO)
to remove waste from the shores
and preserve the natural habitat
for native wildlife.

The event will take place
from 10am to 5pm on each day
and also includes a daily market

featuring local SMEs.

Ali Al Sheheimi, Oman Sailing
Festival Project Manager, said,
“Musandam is an exciting des-
tination for the final stop on this
year’s Oman Sailing Festival and
we are looking forward to return-
ing here for the second year. The

potential for Oman’s next sail-
ing or surfing champion to come
from Musandam, a city so closely
linked to the sea, is huge, and
our professional instructors will
teach the basic techniques and
safety measures to get sailors of
all ages out on the water for fun

England on verge of Test series triumph

—

KARACHI: Rehan Ahmed’s sen-
sational five-wicket haul put Eng-
land on the brink of victory in the
third Test against Pakistan and a
historic clean sweep.

Ahmed, the 18-year-old, who
became the youngest man to play
aTest for England, ripped through
the home batting on the third day
in Karachi on Monday.

His 5-48 made him the young-
estleg-spinner to take a five-wick-
ethaulin amen’s Test. He was the
architect of a Pakistan collapse of
seven wickets for 52 runs.

Ahmed’s spell left England with
achase of just 167 to secure victory,
something they almost managed in
awild evening session of hitting.

Jack Leach had earlier raised
the prospect of a three-day fin-
ish with three wickets in the first
hour, only for half-centuries from
Babar Azam and Saud Shakeel to
delay England.

But Ahmed, held back until the
43rd over of the day, had Babar
caught at mid-wicket to send Pa-
kistan tumbling to 216 all out.

Even with only a maximum of
22 overs left in the day, England
sprinted after their target of 167
- openers Zak Crawley and Ben
Duckett added 87 in 11.3 overs be-
fore Crawley fell for 41.

Surprisingly, Ahmed appeared
at number three and smashed his
first ball for four, only to be bowled

swiping at Abrar Ahmed for 10.

Even then, captain Ben Stokes
promoted himselfto No 4, but the
nightfall left the tourists 55 runs
short on 112-2, with Duckett un-
beaten on 50.

This series had already pro-
duced riveting finishes in each
of England’s wins in the first two
Tests. Though this third Test will
prove to be more one-sided than

the first two, it could yet be the
most significant if it turns out to
be the start of a long and success-
ful career for Ahmed.

His spell on either side of tea
was beguiling and thrilling.

He led England from the field
as the youngest debutant of any
kind to take a five-wicket haulin a
men’s Test.

Ahmed dropped to his knees

and bowed his head to the ground
as in prayer as he achieved the
milestone. Ahmed eclipsed the
record set by Pat Cummins when
he was 18 years and 196 days old.

Until Ahmed came into the at-
tack more than an hour into the
afternoon session, England were
facing the prospect of a long day
and tough chase. Babar and Sha-
keel were set, the pitch asleep and
thelead at 114.

In an unchanged spell of 12.5
overs, the teenager produced a
mesmerising display in only his
fourth first-class match.

There was a huge element of
fortune in his first wicket - the
stunned Babar pulled an awful
long-hop to mid-wicket, where
Ollie Pope took a sharp reaction
catch. Mohammad Rizwan edged
behind and Shakeel top-edged a
sweep to give Ahmed three wick-
ets for nine runs in the space of
17 balls.

In between Joe Root had
Faheem Ashraf caught at slip and
Mark Wood got Nauman Ali leg
before, Ahmed enticed Moham-
med Wasim to miscue to mid-off.

When Salman Agha swept to
short fine leg to give Ahmed his fifth.

Brief scores: (Day three): Paki-
stan 304 (Babar 78) & 216 (Ahmed
5-48) vs England 354 (Brook 111,
Foakes 64) & 112-2 (Duckett 50).

- Agencies

Our batting line-up inexperienced: Kagiso Rabada

MELBOURNE: Kagiso Rabada,
South Africa’s premier fast bowl-
er, has pleaded for “patience and
understanding” in response to his
team’s struggling batting order
while also acknowledging that it
is “frustrating as a team” to accept
their performances.

Australia wrapped up the first
Test against South Africa in two
dramatic days which saw 34
wickets fall. The next Test begins

at the MCG in Melbourne on De-
cember 26.

The South African batting or-
der collectively experienced their
poorest Test year in 2022, and
they were bowled for less than
200 run mark eight times, which
is a record for them. Their poor
performance juxtaposed against
the excellence of their potent
pace attack; Rabada, for instance,
has taken 45 wickets in just eight

Test matches this year, leading
the field.

“The batting line-up that we
have is quite inexperienced. In
fact, the team that we have is rela-
tively inexperienced if you look
at other cricketing nations. Dean
Elgar is our most experienced
player followed by myself and
Temba (Bavuma). I've played 50-
odd Test matches and everyone
else hasn’t played much. It can

get frustrating as well and when
I say frustrating I don’t mean to
single out the batters, it’s frustrat-
ing as a team and you almost have
to understand that sometimes
this is what happens in a rebuild-
ing phase,” ESPNcricinfo quoted
Rabada as saying.

“It’s all down to belief and I
think we have the belief. We will
never go down without a fight,” the
South African speedster added.-am
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d by Oman Sail has travelled across the country to introduce communities to the

or, perhaps, for even more!”

“As we have throughout the
Oman Sailing Festival, we are also
sharing animportant environmen-
tal message with us. Oman Sail has
committed to caring for the local
environment and preserving our
beaches and seas so that future
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generations can enjoy clean wa-
ters, as well as doing all we can to
have a positive impact on the na-
tive plant and marine life across
our beautiful country,” he added.
For more than two months, the
Oman Sailing Festival organised by
Oman Sail has travelled across the
country to introduce communities
to the opportunities to learn how to
sail, windsurf and kitesurf, as well
as sharing the possibilities in the
sport for people with disabilities.

Festival sites

So far, more than one thousand
and six hundred people have re-
ceived lessons from professional
coaches and thousands more have
visited the festival sites to enjoy lo-
cal food, arts and crafts. The beach
clean-up programme has been in-
credibly successful in removing
of waste from shorelines across
Oman, showing how a small act
can make a big difference.

The Oman Sailing Festival is
proudly supported by Oman Air,
National Mineral Water Company
(Tanuf), Environment society of
Oman (ESO), and National Uni-
versity of Science and Technology
(International Maritime College).

Injured Rohit
Sharma ruled out
of second Test

MUMBAI: India skipper Ro-
hit Sharma has reportedly been
ruled out of the second and final
Test match of the two-game series
against Bangladesh to be played in
Dhaka starting from December 22.

As per sources close to ANI, Ro-
hit, who missed the first Test after
sustaining a thumb injury during
the second ODI against Bangla-
desh, will no longer be travelling to
Dhaka.

India skipper Rohit Sharma
missed the third and final ODI
against Bangladesh with a finger
injury sustained in the second
match and could not make it to
the ongoing first Test match being
played at Chattogram.

After a special consultation in
Mumbai, it was found out by the
medical team that this persistent
injury was keeping him out of ac-
tion, and even forced him out of
the first Test against Bangladesh.

With Rohit not travelling to
Dhaka, vice-captain KL Rahul will

continue tolead the team in his ab-
sence in the second and final Test
of the series which Indialead 1-0.

Not only Rohit Sharma but
there were many other cricketers
who failed to make it to the Indian
squad like Jasprit Bumrah (back),
Mohammad Shami (shoulder) and
Ravindra Jadeja (knee). These
star players have failed to recover
in time and have been ruled out of
both Tests.

In the first Test against hosts,
India boosted their chances of ap-
pearing at next year’s ICC World
Test Championship final with a
comprehensive 188-run victory
over a gritty Bangladesh in Chat-
togram on Sunday.

Spinners Axar Patel (4/77) and
Kuldeep Yadav (3/73) did the ma-
jority of the damage as they shared
seven Bangladesh wickets in the
second innings between them and
India climbed to the second spot
on the World Test Championship
standings as a result. -an

Oman Stallions beat Yalla Shabab, Muscat CT thump AER Bin Ali

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Stallions edge
past Yalla Shabab winning by 3
wickets and Muscat CT beat AER
Bin Ali by 7 wickets in the Premier
Division League Season 2022-23
powered by Muscat Pharmacy.

In the match played on Fri-
day, Oman Stallions invited Yalla
Shabab to bat first.

Great start
Openers Mujibur Ali and Hannan
Rizwan gave them a cruising start
stitching a 73 runs partnership.
Although, the spin trio of Jiten
Ramanandi (20/2), Mohit Patel
(32/2) and Karan Sonavale (45/3)
did not allow any batsman of Yalla
Shabab to capitalise and kept tak-

ing wickets at regular intervals to
bundle them to just 199.

In response, Yalla  Shabab
picked two early wickets in the
powerplay bringing them back
into the game.

Sankata Prasad (60 of 95) and
Yasir Ali’s grit and determination
to stitch a 75 run partnership for
the 5th wicket made a difference
and put Oman Stallions close to
victory.

Jiten Ramanandi’s quick fire 30
ensured the Stallions got to the
mark to register their 2nd win of
the league.

Kaleemullah was the lone armer
for Yalla Shabab bagging 4 wickets
to his name.

Brief Scores : Yalla Shabab
199/10 in 43.3 overs (Hannan Ri-

zwan 32(26) 4x4,1x6 , Mujibur Ali
32(50) 6x4 ; Karan Sonavale 45/3
, Jiten Ramanandi 20/2 , Mohit
Patel 32/2) lost to Oman Stal-
lions 202/7 in 48.2 overs (Sankata
Prasad 60(95) 4x4,1x6 , JitenRa-
manandi 30(29) 2x4, 1x6 ; Kalee-
mullah 21/4) by 3 wickets.

Inthe match played on Saturday,
Skipper Jatinder Singh of Muscat
CT elected to bowl first.

Debutant Akash Mohit and
campaigner Munis Ansari came
in fiery at the AER Batsman pick-
ing 3 of them in the powerplay. A
Steady partnership between Skip-
per Aamir Kaleem and his Deputy
Zeeshan Siddiqui allowed AER
breathing space.

Although, wickets kept falling at
regular intervals creating voids to

enable them reach a respectable
score. AER bundled down to just
160 in 47.1 overs. Munis Ansari
ended with 4 wickets and Akash
Mohit bagged 2 as well.

In response, Muscat CT started
off with Jatinder Singh and Shoaib
Khan stitching a 60 run opening
partnership for the powerplay.

Shoaib Khan continued to
grace the AER bowlers tonking
an unbeaten 83 runs and ensuring
Muscat CT claim 2 points of the
contest.

Brief Scores : AER Bin Ali
160/10 in 471 overs ( Aamir Kal-
eem 33(40) 4x4 ; Munis Ansari
31/4 , Akash Mohit 44/2 ) lost to
Muscat CT 161/3 in 304 overs
(Shoaib Khan 83(98) 12x4 ; Mohd
Hashim Syed 25/1) by 7 wickets.
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Alfardan conducts exclusive and
luxurious drive experience for media

The guests drove through the streets of

Oman to reach Jebel Sifah Resort and were

treated to an elegantly luxurious experience
in Prancing Horse brand’s 296 GTB and the

Ferrari Roma

MUSCAT: Alfardan Motors, the
official Ferrari Importer in Oman,
has provided high-profile media
in the Sultanate a special oppor-
tunity through an exclusive drive
experience, to drive the Prancing
Horse brand’s 296 GTB and the
Ferrari Roma, which encapsulates
the concepts of fun to drive and la
Nuova dolce vita respectively.
Beginning with a gathering at
the Ferrari showroom located
in Muscat, the guests attended a
briefing session and received pro-
fessional guides on the dynamics
of both models before getting be-
hind the wheels, feeling the com-
pactness and modernity of the
well-renowned 296 GTB and the
combination of sports and luxury
of the Roma. The guests drove
through the streets of Oman to
reach, Jebel Sifah Resort and were
treated to an elegantly luxurious
experience which mirrors that of

a Ferrari’s.

The 296 GTB, which features
a sporty, sinuous design and ex-
tremely compact dimensions, re-
defines the whole concept of fun
behind the wheel, guaranteeing
pure emotions not just when push-
ing the car to its limits, but also
in day-to-day driving situations.
The 296 GTB, which gets its name
through the combination of the
car’s total displacement (2.992 1)
and the number of cylinders with
the GTB (Gran Turismo Berli-
netta) acronym, ushered in an au-
thentic revolution for Ferrari as it
has introduced a new engine type
to flank the marque’s multi-award-
winning 8- and 12-cylinder power
units: a 663 cv 120° V6 coupled
with an electric motor capable of
delivering a further 122 kW (167
cv) which gives a combined power
output of 830cv.

The 296 GTB’s plug-in hybrid
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(PHEV) system guarantees it is
an incredibly usable car as well as
cutting pedal response times to
zero and delivering a 25km range
in all-electric eDrive mode. The
car’s compact dimensions and
the introduction of innovative dy-
namic control systems as well as
meticulously honed aero ensure
that the driver will instantly expe-
rience its astonishing agility and

responsiveness to commands.

The Ferrari Roma, an icon of
Italian design, represents the pin-
nacle of performance in the cat-
egory, thanks to its turbocharged
V8 from the family of engines
that have won the overall Inter-
national Engine of the Year award
four years running. In this version,
the engine reaches 620 cv at 7500
rpm and is coupled with the new

Aptus Infotech holds smart healthcare solution event

MUSCAT: Oman’s leading sys-
tem integrator Aptus Infotech
with over two decades of success-
fully implementing ICT & ELV
solutions across all verticals held
a seminar recently at the Crown
Plaza Hotel for the hospitality in-
dustry. The event was organised
to primarily showcase a smart
healthcare solution from leading
international experts with deep
industry knowledge.

The event in Muscat was at-
tended by all the IT heads and
stakeholders from across all 11
regions. Welcoming the large gath-
ering Rajesh Malaviya, CEO of Ap-
tus Infotech said, “Today, health
informatics — a discipline that
combines information systems,
data, communications and medi-
cal care — is revolutionising the
health care industry. Technologi-
cal advancements have sparked
industry-wide innovation across
all disciplines within the medical
field. From artificial intelligence
to 3-D bioprinting and beyond,
technology is at the forefront of
the ongoing transformation of the
healthcare system. This event is
our small effort but a significant

step towards the comprehensive
Oman Vision 2040 which covers
all aspects of development and real
opportunity moving to a new stage
of progress he further reiterated.”
On his part Mubin Mir, Sales Di-
rector said, “In the last few years,
the healthcare sector business has

Oman Air highlights digital
transformation achievements
during annual workshop

MUSCAT: Continuing to drive
transformation in the aviation
sector, Oman Air’s digital de-
partment recently held its an-
nual workshop. Attended by
members of senior leadership
and key stakeholders, the work-
shop reviewed the progress of
the company’s ongoing digital
transformation strategy and its
IT Roadmap for 2023.
DrKhalid Al Zadjali, Senior Vice
President - Digital at Oman Air,
said, “In this digital age and the
face of increasing competition, it’s
vital that we capitalise early on ad-
vanced technologies to stay ahead
of the curve. As such, we continue
to invest in long-term, sustainable
efficiencies, whilst improving IT
service delivery right across the
organisation, and to our guests.

This workshop was a chance for
us to reflect on our progress, assess
where we are currently, and identi-
fy strategic opportunities that will
help us to reduce costs, improve
operations, and ensure our guests
enjoy a seamless and more con-
nected experience through every
interaction.”

Streamlining its end-to-end
customer touchpoints, Oman Air
guests can now do more than ever
via its digital platforms, from
booking to check-in, and even se-
lecting their preferred seats and
extrabaggage online. Meanwhile,
the airline continues to invest
in state-of-the-art technologies,
partnering with a growing range
of global service providers to
meet the rapidly evolving needs
of the industry, and travellers.

undergone digital transformations
to better cope with the current
situations.

“This has considerably in-
creased the scope of technolo-
gy-driven healthcare solutions.
Several existing and emerging
technologies will have a positive

impact on the healthcare indus-
try in the future. Artificial intel-
ligence, machine learning, virtual
reality, augmented reality, and
wearable technology will all be-
come critical tools for healthcare
providers and organizations to
perform more efficiently.”

Keeping in mind the interop-
erable healthcare information
technology (Health IT) systems,
the event showcased three major
players in the healthcare industry
starting with Austco the leading
company from the USA special-
ising in Nurse Calling Systems
providing an in-depth orientation
on clinical communication solu-
tions for hospitals and aged-care
facilities. It was followed by a
presentation from Avigilon which
is a subsidiary of Motorola solu-
tions specialising in the design and
development of video analytics,
network video management soft-
ware and access control products.
Finally Microsens from Germany
which is one of the world’s leading
manufacturers of fibre optic trans-
mission systems and solutions for
healthcare automation gave a de-
tailed product overview.
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8-speed DCT gearbox that was
introduced on the SF90 Stradale.
With its distinctive flair and style,
the car is a contemporary repre-
sentation of the carefree, pleasur-
able way of life that characterised
Rome in the 1950s and ‘60s. The
Ferrari Roma offers discerning
clients the finesse and refinement
that brings the concept of “la Dolce
Vita” right up to date.
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The Roma also features harmoni-
ous proportions and elegantly bal-
anced volumes which are very much
in line with Ferrari’s front-engined
grand touring tradition. Timeless
and sublimely refined, from a tech-
nical point of view the Ferrari Roma
introduces a series of unparalleled
features that put it at the top of its
segment in terms of performance
and driving enjoyment.

Bangladesh School Sohar
celebrates National Day

MUSCAT: The hearts of the stu-
dents were filled with pride and
happiness as Bangladesh School
Sohar, the first and only Pearson
Edexcel Curriculum accredited
school in Sohar, celebrated the
52nd Oman National Day recent-
ly with a rainbow of talents.
Shahed Ahmed Sultan, the
President of the Management
Committee attended the occasion
as the chief guest and delivered
words of wisdom and inspiration
centred on everyone’s responsi-

bilities and contribution towards
better camaraderie between the
students and the Oman society in
general. The Principal, Moham-
med Abdul Kader, welcomed the
guests, students and participants.

Inspired by the school’s coher-
ent vision to provide an environ-
ment where a child can grow and
learn as a whole, the event incor-
porated cultural entertainment
from the young boys and girls of
BSS as they showed grace in tra-
ditional Omani dance.

MHD ACERE Auto Expert opens new outlet in Dhofar

MUSCAT: Oman’s leading au-
tomotive business entity MHD
ACERE inaugurated a second
branch of Auto Expert in the Dho-
far Governorate, its third one in
Oman. MHD ACERE Auto Expert
is a trusted name in vehicle care
for offering advanced technology
in auto diagnostics and services
with a team of highly-trained tech-
nicians and dedicated customer-
care personnel. The well-stocked
service centres also feature an ex-
tensive range of global brands, in
car care and off-road accessories.
MHD ACERE Auto Expert’s other
branches are in Salalah (Dhofar)
and Azaiba (Muscat).

People desire more from their
vehicle, be it improved look or
performance. Auto Expert is well-
equipped to handle the demands
and challenges when it comes to
meeting customer expectations,
both individual and fleet custom-
ers. Assuring quality services at
cost-effective prices, the facil-
ity offers customization, smart
repairs, accident repairs, periodic
maintenance and service.

Mohsin Hani Al Bahrani, CEO of
MHD ACERE, expressed his views
on the occasion, “When a nation
is growing exponentially, the in-
frastructure follows suit resulting
in an overall spike in the needs of
the transportation, be it personal
or public. Auto Expert was born
to address the rising demands of
quality vehicle care and thorough
maintenance — with a state-of-the-
art facility for diagnosis, an array

of global products and top-notch
service offered by expert, dedicated
staff. We believe the second branch
in Dhofar would enable us to focus
and serve the region even better.
Our timely investment in technol-
ogy and a trained team would prove
to be an opportunity to deliver af-
fordable vehicle care, be it on road
or off the road, to our customers
beyond their expectations.”
Uncompromised performance
that boosts the power of a car of-
ten comes with an understanding
of the right part. At Auto Expert,

the technicians will hand-pick the
air intake and exhaust systems,
body kits, tuners, superchargers,
etc. The Car Care division offers
full-house car care solutions like
a wash, polishing and professional
detailing for car owners, enthusi-
asts and fleets.

Tinting and paint protection is
a must with the scorching sum-
mers in the region. Low-quality
tinting jobs can interfere with a
vehicle’s navigation and tend to
bubble or change colour within
a few months, causing damage

to the glass surface. The Paint
Protection services use the top-
quality international brand Cha-
meleon, professionally applied
by paint protection film experts
at Auto Expert. This protects the
paint from rocks, bugs, stones,
sand, harsh weather, keys, salt,
rings and other elements.

An automotive workshop is
where magic can happen if it is in
the right hands. Auto Expert me-
chanics are extremely experienced
in the areas of modifications and
auto engineering including electri-
cal, software, and safety systems.

The off-road parts business is
a booming industry by itself, the
world over. This is also an area of
speciality at the Auto Expert. Be-
ginners in off-road adventures to
seasoned auto enthusiasts seek
quality and affordable high-end
products or even an upgrade of
their 4x4 vehicle. With the right
modifications, 4x4 vehicles can
go beyond terrain supremacy and
offer the utmost performance,
comfort and reliability. The Auto
Expert outlet provides 4x4 ac-
cessories from Ironman such as
rooftop tents, canopies, portable
freezers, winches, recovery equip-
ment, protective bars, lighting and
electrical upgrades; car care treat-
ment products from AutoGlym for
complete restoration and many
other global brands for Nano Ce-
ramic and Graphene coating. Auto
Expert facility will also provide
and install world-class tyres and
batteries under its roof.
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Al Hashar Pharmacy
organises 2nd blood
donation campaign

MUSCAT: Oman’s leading health-
care provider for over five decades,
Al Hashar pharmacy strives to pro-
vide quality service to its custom-
ers and the community.

Inrecent months, the company
has organised various activities
to supportits CSR efforts, such as
blood donation campaigns, green
initiatives with tree plantation to
protect our environment and do-
nation of wheelchairs to private
and government institutions for
aiding physically immobile pa-
tients visiting the premises.

These initiatives have certainly
helped create a sense of social
awareness amongst their employ-
ees. More than 15 employees have
yet again gathered to actively vol-
unteer for a noble cause of blood
donation in association with Cen-

tral Blood Bank, Bausher and col-
laboration with the Ministry of
Health, DG of Specialised Medical
Care, Department of Blood Bank
Services - Oman.

CEO of Al Hashar Pharmacy
Suresh Gandhi commended the
blood donors with a certificate
and a token gift of appreciation.
“Welivein an environmentthatis
continuously changing and a so-
ciety that is constantly evolving.
As healthcare provider, it is our
responsibility to ensure that the
people of Oman get quality medi-
cations from world-renowned
manufacturing companies. Be-
sides our team is acutely aware of
our commitment towards society
as such we all have to do our bit to
care for those who need the gift of
life-saving blood,” said Gandhi.
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‘ahliExpress’ provides

24/7 di

ahlibank’s
‘ahliExpress’ multi-
functional device
caters to the demand
for express banking
services, aims to
expedite banking
processes, and
presents a quick and
efficient avenue to
serve its existing and
new customers on

their own time

MUSCAT: In line with its digital
transformation strategy and its
drive to match the global digitali-
sation trends, ahlibank’s newly
opened Madinat Al Sultan Qaboos
branch is home to the bank’s first
multi-functional device.

Named “ahliExpress”, this multi-
functional device caters to the de-
mand for express banking services,
aims to expedite banking processes,
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and presents a quick and efficient
avenue to serve its existing and new
customers on their own time.

As part of the “ahliExpress”
device, ahlibank customers can
carry out their banking transac-
tions digitally, round-the-clock,
including the opening of accounts
for new customers, the opening of
additional accounts for existing
customers, updating profiles and
Civil ID/resident cards, printing
account statements and cheque-
books instantly, issuance of debit
cards, and contacting ahlicon-
nect directly. ahliExpress device
is equipped to issue new and sup-
plementary debit cards and enable
debit card activation, replacement,

Jindal Shadeed’s ‘The Steel of Oman’
film wins hearts; crosses 4 million views

MUSCAT: A community-centric
organisation that acknowledges
the country’s fervent passion for
football, Jindal Shadeed, the larg-
est low-carbon-intensity steel
producer in the country, launched
the ‘The Steel of Oman’ campaign
with an inspirational film at an ex-
clusive event last month.

With a foot-tapping song as the
background, the #yallahyallah-
filmwas incredibly well-received
by the community and has gar-
nered over 4 million views on
YouTube.

A truly heart-warming, visu-
ally artistic, musical film that
took viewers on a journey across
Oman and its beautiful culture
and people, it highlighted how the
spirit of football unites the na-
tion. In addition, its background
score, ‘YallahYallah’ has also
gained increased popularity due
to its cheerful, rousing, and upbeat
rhythm that mirrors the authen-
ticity of the Omani people.

Cementing its commitment
to promoting football, Jindal
Shadeed has also signed an MoU
with Oman Football Association
for opening nine under-14 train-
ing centres and launched a col-
laboration with Ali Al-Habsi’s
Academy for Football via the
Jindal Shadeed-HFA campaign,
therefore, taking a more holistic
approach to promote inclusivity
in the field and making football ac-
cessible to all.

Commenting on the success of
the film, Harssha Shetty, CEO of
Jindal Shadeed Iron and Steel,
said, “Paying tribute to the coun-
try’s love for football and in cel-
ebration of the ongoing Fifa World
Cup Qatar 2022, our ‘The Steel of
Oman’ campaign film has evoked
strong emotions across the coun-
try. Riding on the current football
fever in the GCC, it appealed to the
people because it had the country’s
most loved sport at the epicentre,
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and it also showcased the rich cul-
ture and traditions of the country
in the backdrop of marvellous sce-
nic views from across the country.”

The official ambassador of the
campaign, Oman’s legendary foot-
baller, Ali Al Habsi plays a key
role in the film. His presence has,
undoubtedly, contributed to the
popularity of the film.

The campaign is live across key
locations in the Sultanate with ex-
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clusive printed works of renowned
artist Hassan Hajjaj who captured
the essence of Oman’s sports scene
by featuring some of the country’s
top athletes; the series includes
shots of Imad Al-Hosni, Abdul
Aziz. Al-Mugbali, Hassan Rabia,
KhalifaAyil, Tharaa Al-Ismaili,
Malak Al Zadjali, Mohammed Al
Mashaikhi, the paralympic su-
perstar, Barakat Al-Harthy, the
Olympian star, Shihab Alhabsi,

the youngest racing sensation in
Oman, and Nadhira Alharthy, the
first Omani woman to scale Mt.
Everest.

Jindal Shadeed’s one-of-a-kind
campaign is original, creative, and
a reflection of the country. It not
only instantly connected with the
masses, but has also cemented
Jindal Shadeed’s ability to identify,
acknowledge, and respond to what
matters to the community.

gital servi

and increase daily withdrawal lim-
it. In addition, customers can also
change their purchase limit, thus
availing the freedom to carry out
all their banking needs at any time.

Commenting on this, Hassan Al
Zaabi, Head of E-Channels, Digi-
tal Banking at ahlibank, said, “We
at ahlibank are always reaching to
expand our services and enhance
the bank’s digitalization strategy
and journey. Our “ahliExpress”
device, provides comprehensive
and advanced digital banking solu-
tions that enhance the customer’s
experience and facilitates access
to their accounts around the clock.
We are always on the lookout for
ways to improve the way our ser-
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vices and products are offered, and
our MQ branch is a grand testimo-
ny to that, and we are proud of our
digital strategy and strides, giving
our customers the luxury of get-
ting their banking needs at their
own time.”

It is worth mentioning that ahli-
bank bank offers a comprehensive
suite of technologically advanced
services across its branches in
Oman. All its product offerings and
account types aim to inculcate a
culture of savings and develop fi-
nancial stability. In line with its vi-
sion of being a vibrant and innova-
tive centre of banking, the bank also
offers top-class retail, commercial,
and investment banking solutions.

Indian School Al
Mabelah celebrates
12th Annual Day

MUSCAT: Indian School Mab-
elah celebrated its 12th Annual
Day, titled ‘Ensemble 2022’ on
January 10, amidst great splen-
dor and zest. The programme was
held from 5.30pm to 9pm on the
school premises. Students from
Kindergarten to Class 12 pre-
sented a variety of cultural pro-
grammes, which was based on the
theme, ‘Embracing Relations’.
Qasim Bin Marhoon Bin Mu-
hammed Al- Amiri, Shura Coun-
cil, Representative of Al Seeb,
Muscat was the Chief Guest on
the occasion. Syed Salman , Vice
Chairman, BOD, Indian Schools
in Oman and Ambujakshan M,
Director , BOD, Indian Schools in
Oman were the Guests of Honour.
Wilson George, Former Chair-
man BOD, Indian Schools in
Oman, was the special invitee.
The principals of other schools
were also among the dignitaries.
The National Anthems of Oman
and Indiamarked the commence-
ment of the programme, followed
by the lighting of the ceremo-
nial lamp by the chief guest and
other eminent dignitaries. Su-
jith Kumar S, President, SMC,

ISAM, welcomed the guests and
the gathering. The principal, P
Prabakaran, shared the school’s
achievements through the Digi-
tal Annual Report. Meritorious
students were given prizes for
excellence in academics and
other co-curricular activities. .
The staff were also felicitated for
their exemplary service and vari-
ous achievements. The addresses
by the chief guest, the guest of
honour and the special invitee,
enlightened the audience. The
array of cultural programmes, en-
thralled the gathering. The mu-
sical events Harmonic Happen-
ings, Ragamalika, Happy Vibes,
Mehefil-e-Sama and  Sound
Splash mesmerized the audience.

The dance events included
Welcome Dance, Suryamukhi,
Shudanubandhanam, Superhe-
roes on the Move, Let’s Go Globe
Trotting and Rahmania, the high-
light of the evening which left the
audience spell bound.

It was a delightful evening
which gave everyone a lot of love-
ly moments to cherish!

The grand event culminated
with the School Anthem.
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