
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion has
issued Ministerial Decision No
435/2024 to amend certain pro-
visions of Ministerial Decision No
209/2020, which lists the activ-
ities prohibited for foreign invest-
ment, restricting these to Omani
investors only.

The decision aligns with Arti-
cle 14 of the Foreign Capital In-
vestment Law issued via Royal
Decree No 50/2019. 

The decision aims to balance
attracting qualitative investments
with encouraging entrepreneurial
projects, in line with the govern-
ment's priority to empower small
and medium enterprises that en-
hance the Omani economy. It
serves as an incentive for Omanis
to establish their own businesses
and create new job opportunities
for citizens. Omani investors are
allowed to invest in all activities
where foreign investment is pro-
hibited. The decision also seeks
to provide opportunities for
Omani-owned SMEs in these

sectors and ensure that projects
and activities related to national
identity and Omani heritage are
not affected. This list will be up-
dated according to circum-
stances of each phase to keep
pace with economic develop-
ments.

The decision added 28 activi-
ties to the list reserved for Omani
investors only, prohibiting for-

eign investors from engaging in
these, taking the total number of
such activities to 123. Article 2 of
the ministerial decision stated
that any provision that contra-
dicts this decision is  nullified. 

Article 3 confirmed that the
decision would take effect the
day after its publication, exclud-
ing existing investment projects
at the time of its implementation,

which cannot be transferred to
others without written approval
from the Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion or his delegate, as stated in
Article 2 of Ministerial Decision
No 209/2020.

The newly prohibited activi-
ties include production of handi-
crafts by distilling flowers and
herbs, production of frankin-

cense water and oil, leather
handicrafts, palm leaf handi-
crafts, wood handicrafts, tradi-
tional handmade cosmetics and
perfumes, pottery and ceramics,
stone and gypsum handicrafts,
silver handicrafts, copper and
metal handicrafts, aluminum
handicrafts, traditional fishing
tools, bone-derived handicrafts,
and production and preparation
of incense.

The decision includes activi-
ties such as skin care services,
event and furniture rental, retail
in specialised stores for con-
struction scrap materials (includ-
ing scrap iron trade), retail in
specialised stores for drinking
water (excluding production and
transportation), cultivation of
plants for decoration and
seedlings (nurseries), sale of
used vehicles, mobile cafes,
freshwater aquaculture, mailbox
rental services, public scribe ser-
vices, Sand Services Centre,
management and operations of
liquefied petroleum gas filling
stations (cooking gas), collection
of used batteries and oils, and
grocery stores.
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28 new activities banned
from foreign investment

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Investment Authority
(OIA) has announced the
merger of Oman Food Invest-
ment Holding Company (Nitaj)
and Fisheries Development
Oman (FDO) into a unified busi-
ness entity. This strategic move
is designed to bolster the food
security sector in the sultanate

and aligns with OIA’s mission to
improve efficiency and optimise
expenditure within this crucial
sector, reflecting a unified vision.

The merger is a significant
step towards achieving enhanced
performance, delivering high-
quality products and ensuring
cost efficiency. It will support ef-
fective decision-making and
alignment with Oman Vision
2040’s national priorities. The

process will be carried out acco-
rding to a well-defined action
plan and timeline, in coordination
with relevant public entities.

This initiative falls within
OIA’s mandate, established
under Royal Decree No 57/2021,
which governs the establish-
ment, merger, liquidation and
sale of its companies. The
merger is expected to drive rev-
enue growth through the inte-

gration of value chains and con-
solidation of procurement, con-
tracts, logistics and business
activities.

Both companies' Boards of Di-
rectors will keep employees in-
formed and facilitate open
discussions regarding the
merger’s implications to address
the concerns of employees of
both Nitaj and FDO.

The Boards of Directors will

engage with their respective fi-
nancial institutions to ensure
transparency and adherence to
legal and contractual obligations
throughout the merger process.

Additionally, the merger will
be carefully managed to ensure
that ongoing projects and exist-
ing contracts with contractors
remain unaffected, safeguarding
current commitments and pro-
ject continuity.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Labour has issued
Ministerial Resolution No
501/2024 amending regulations
on professions available to non-
Omani workers. This new resolu-
tion updates the earlier
Ministerial Resolution No
235/2022 expanding the list of
professions now prohibited for
non-Omani nationals.

The updated resolution re-
stricts the jobs of computer engi-
neers, systems analysts and
various roles within hotel man-
agement and transportation –
among many more - to Omanis. 

The resolution introduces a
phased implementation for cer-
tain professions. For systems an-
alysts and information systems
network specialists, the restric-

tions will be effective from Jan-
uary 1, 2025. For jobs of com-
puter programmers and
computer engineers, the restric-
tions will be effective from Jan-
uary 1, 2026. The restrictions for
the positions of web designer and
operations analysts will come
into force from January 1, 2027.

Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information
Technology announced that
Omanisation of refrigerator vehi-
cle driver positions came into
force on September 1. 

Through its land transport in-
spectors, the ministry will over-
see compliance and address
violations of the new regulation.
Businesses and individuals bene-
fiting directly or indirectly from
refrigerator services are urged to
cooperate by reporting noncom-
pliance. 

More jobs Omanised

OIA announces Nitaj, FDO merger to enhance food security

l Refrigerated food and
medical supplies trailer
and locomotive driver

l Water tanker and
trailer driver

l Hotel reception manager
l Lifeguard
l Travel agent
l Room service supervisor
l Quality control manager
l Quality officer
l Drilling fluid engineer
l Drilling officer
l Electrician/general

maintenance
l Mechanical technician

l Drilling measurement
engineer

l Quality controller
l Aircraft loading 

controller
l Marketing specialist
l Ship lashing and fixing

worker
l Labour supervisor
l Loading and unloading

supervisor
l Commercial promoter

(sales representative)
l Commercial broker
l Goods arrangement 

specialist

l Flatbed crane driver
l Forklift driver
l New vehicle salesman
l Used car dealer
l New parts seller
l Used parts dealer
l Systems analyst
l Information systems 

network specialist
l Marine observer
l Ship traffic controller
l Computer maintenance

technician
l Computer programmer
l Computer engineer
l Computer operator
l Web designer
l Operations analyst

NEW OMANISED JOBS 
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Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources opened a
regional workshop on the Desert
Locust Pesticide Management
System on Sunday, attended by
representatives of 11 Arab and
Horn of Africa countries. 

The five-day workshop, inau-
gurated by H E Dr Ahmed bin
Nasser al Bakri, Undersecretary
for Agriculture in Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources, aims to im-
prove the use of the Desert Lo-
cust Pesticide Management
System and bolster early re-
sponse to locust outbreaks

while mitigating risks to human
health and the environment.

Mamoon Aisarai al Alawi Ex-
ecutive Secretary of Commis-
sion for Controlling the Desert
Locust in the Central Region,
emphasised the fact that the
system is a digital tool designed
to collect, analyse and report
field data. It aims to create a
comprehensive database to as-
sist countries in managing pes-
ticide stocks and equipment
used in locust surveys.

The system facilitates national
locust control centres in record-
ing essential information about
pesticide warehouses, conduct-
ing risk analyses, listing usable
products and equipment, and

monitoring pesticide and equip-
ment movements between ware-
houses. By using QR codes, the
system helps prevent the accu-
mulation of old stocks and en-
sures efficient pesticide
distribution.

According to Alawi, the work-
shop goals include raising aware-
ness on the dangers of desert
locusts and the importance of
managing chemical pesticides
safely and effectively. It is focu-
sed on several key aspects - nec-
essary equipment and materials
for warehouses, organising pesti-
cide storage, monitoring ware-
house conditions, and adhering
to national requirements for im-
plementing these procedures.

Regional workshop focuses
on desert locust control

Back to school after
vacation is always
exciting. However,  with
children returning to
school, the number of
vehicles on roads swells,
leading to traffic
congestion in the
morning and lunch time.
What measures should be
taken to reduce rush hour
traffic in Muscat? Here’s
what Muscat Daily
readers said - 

Jatin Kumar Sangani
Senior accountant

To ease morning traffic in Muscat, schools
should start at different times, carpooling
should be encouraged, and school bus ser-
vices improved. Safe walking and biking
routes are also important. Expanding public
transport, better managed drop-off zones,
and improving traffic management can
help. Raising community awareness, too.

Mohammad al Hinai
Government employee

There’s chaos on the roads, especially be-
tween Qurum to Ruwi. By assigning differ-
ent timing for schools across the city,
traffic flow would be spread out and bot-
tlenecks reduced. I also feel that offices
can have flexible hours to ease the pres-
sure on parents, students and office work-
ers alike.

Qaseem al Balushi
Salesman

Parents can encourage carpooling; fewer
cars on the road would mean less con-
gestion and stress. Schools could
organise more buses, and pro-
mote carpooling for children
living in the same neighbour-
hoods. These measures would
definitely ease traffic and also
be economical for  parents. 

Mahesh Jain
Businessman  

One of the easiest and fasters ways is to in-
vest in and promote public transportation,
which is crucial to easing morning conges-
tion. By having more bus services and ex-
panding the network to cover school routes,
more students can travel via public trans-
port instead of private vehicles. 

Mohammad al Abri
Government employee 

There must be strict traffic regulations
near school zones to help manage

congestion. Creating drop-off
and pick-up points a little fur-

ther away from school en-
trances, monitored by
traffic authorities, could

help flow of cars. Also, I feel
that school and office time

must not clash with one another.

Chaamu
Fitness coach

Let children have a good breakfast and
relax in the morning hours. I propose that
schools start at 9am or 10am, not just 
for traffic problems but so parents and
children can also have a stress-free
morning.

SEND YOUR COMMENTS 
Share your comments in not more than 50 words
along with your full name and profession before
next Sunday, 10am, via WhatsApp, Facebook or
Instagram

NEXT ON
YOUR SAY

Ministry of Health has announced that it is gearing up to launch a heart
transplantation programme. In the buildup to the programme, what
should be done to encourage more people to donate organs?

The views stated here are those of the respondents
and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly
about the issues discussed here, you can email your
comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om You
can also log on to our Facebook page or tweet us your
comments on the issue.

RUSH HOUR WOES

SEND US ON OUR

NEW
WHATSAPP NO

91953774

(Supplied photo)

YOUR 
SAY
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The Ministry of Health (MoH),
represented by the Directorate
General of Khoula Hospital, on
Sunday launched several health
initiatives to be implemented at
Khoula and Al-Nahda hospitals
over the next one year. 

These initiatives were chosen
to address existing challenges in
the sector and reduce waiting
time for various medical services
at these hospitals.

The launching ceremony was
held under the patronage of H E
Dr Hilal Ali Hilal al Sabti, Minister
of Health, in the presence of Un-
dersecretaries in the Ministry of
Health and Dr Siham bint Salem
al Sinani, Chair of the University
Medical City.

One of those initiatives tar-
gets to conduct 12,000 MRI
scans at Khoula Hospital over
the next one year. This focused-
drive will reduce the waiting time
for MRI appointments to less
than four weeks, compared to up
to 16 months experienced in
2021 and 2022. 

The ministry also made ar-
rangements for 1,000 tonsil and
adenoid removal surgeries;
1,000 knee replacements; and
1,500 cataract surgeries within
one year.

MoH has decided to activate
the operating rooms in the Day

Care Building at Khoula Hospital
to facilitate these procedures, an
official informed.

As per the plan, the waiting
time for knee replacement surg-
eries will be reduced from 700
days to 120 days, while the wait-
ing time for cataract operations
will be reduced by 50%, the offi-
cial added.

One of the eight announced
initiatives is also for the reduction
of waiting time for endoscopies.
The ministry has decided to ex-
pand the endoscopy unit at both
Khoula and Al-Nahda hospitals
from one room to three in order
to shorten the waiting period
from one year to two months.

In the second phase of this ini-
tiative, waiting time will be fur-
ther reduced to four weeks for

routine appointments. 
Among the other initiatives is

the activation of the evening
clinic for the Dentistry and Oral,
Maxillofacial Surgery Depart-
ment at Al-Nahda Hospital. More
than 900 patients will be treated
over three months, which will
bring down the waiting time for
emergency cases to a maximum
of two weeks, and less than six
weeks for routine appointments.

Dr Rashid al Alawi, Director
General of Khoula Hospital, ex-
plained that these initiatives play
a significant role in encouraging
innovation and improving opera-
tional efficiency. “This is in line
with the long-term national goals
for a healthy and sustainable so-
ciety as envisioned in Oman Vi-
sion 2040,” he added.

Our Correspondent
Salalah

The Smart Cities Conference, or-
ganised by the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Planning and
Dhofar Municipality, in collabo-
ration with Oman Society of En-
gineers, started in Salalah on
Sunday.

The two-day conference was
inaugurated by Dr Ahmed bin
Mohsen al Ghassani, Chairman
of Dhofar Municipality, in the
presence of several senior offi-
cials, experts and specialists. 

Fouad bin Abdullah al Kindi,
Chairman of Oman Society of

Engineers, delivered the opening
speech in which he said this
year’s conference focuses on
concepts, trends and future vi-
sions of smart cities, urban de-
velopment and infrastructure
sustainability in Oman, with at-
tention on Dhofar in particular. 

Kindi highlighted the confer-
ence’s objective to review the
latest technologies and innova-
tions aimed at enhancing urban
life and sustainability. It will also
focus on developing policies that
support sustainable urban
growth through smart city initia-
tives and projects, including
strategies for urban develop-

ment and infrastructure.
Day 1 featured a visual pre-

sentation on sustainable smart
cities, along with presentation of
six working papers addressing
flexible and sustainable trans-
portation systems and their inte-
gration into Oman’s smart cities
framework. Additionally, there
were discussions on green build-
ings and strategies for building
comprehensive smart cities and
incorporating these into Oman’s
urban ecosystem.

The day also had a dialogue
session that explored emerging
technologies in sustainable
smart cities, showcasing global

experiences in smart city devel-
opment and the establishment of
infrastructure that aligns with the
latest technologies and prac-
tices, while emphasising sustain-
ability and environmental
preservation.

The conference is part of the
third edition of the Salalah Engi-
neering Forum. Its goal is to facil-
itate exchange of experiences
and knowledge among partici-
pants, explore the latest meth-
ods in developing sustainable
smart cities, and foster partner-
ships between government and
academic institutions as well as
private sector entities.

Smart Cities Conference starts in Salalah

MoH takes steps to
cut waiting time in
Khoula, Al-Nahda

The academic year for 2024-25 officially began on Sunday with schools across the sultanate reopening their doors. 

A total of 811,679 students attended schools nationwide on the very first day of the new session. Excitement was

palpable as the school bells rang, welcoming students back for a new year of learning and growth. This photo shows

the first day assembly at the Imam Jaber bin Zaid School in Wattayah (V K Shafeer)

SCHOOLS 
REOPEN 
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Mazoon Petrogas, a subsidiary of
Petrogas E&P, along with its
partner China National
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC),
has signed an agreement with
the Ministry of Energy and Min-
erals for the exploration and pro-
duction of oil and gas in Oman's
Block 15 concession area.

Petrogas E&P is the explo-
ration and production arm of the
Mohammed Al Barwani Group
(MB Group). Over the years, the
company has grown steadily,
earning a reputation as a global
player in oil and gas exploration
and production.

The agreement was signed by
H E Salim al Aufi, Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals; Dr Mo-
hammed al Barwani, Chairman
and Founder of MB Group; and
Zhang Yu, Vice President of
CNODC, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of CNPC.

Through this agreement, Pet-
rogas aims to continue its suc-
cessful collaboration with
Oman's government, demon-
strating its commitment to the
local economy and community.
Petrogas, through its joint ven-
ture Daleel Petroleum, will ex-
plore Block 15 for potential oil
and gas reserves. If successful,
the company plans to swiftly ex-

ecute fit-for-purpose develop-
ment plans to ensure efficient
operations, optimising produc-
tion and resource recovery, ac-
cording to a press statement.

The agreement also includes
the continuation of foreign direct
investment (FDI) through Petro-
gas’s ongoing partnership with
CNPC, a major Chinese oil and
gas company. This marks a sig-

nificant milestone following pre-
vious successes in Block 5, oper-
ated by the Petrogas and CNPC
joint venture, Daleel Petroleum.

Petrogas has achieved signifi-
cant successes in Egypt, the
Netherlands, and the UK. The
company has also delivered ex-
ceptional value on behalf of
Petroleum Development Oman
(PDO) in the Rima Small Satellite

Fields in Oman, where it consis-
tently increased production and
reserves.

Commenting on the agree-
ment, H E Aufi said, "This new
agreement represents a signifi-
cant investment in Oman, driving
economic growth, job creation,
and the delivery of FDI through
Petrogas’s partners in this pro-
ject. It aligns with our goal to em-

power local energy providers and
reinforce their critical role in ad-
vancing Oman’s economic pros-
perity."

Usama al Barwani, Vice
Chairman of MB Group and
Managing Director of Petrogas
E&P, said, "We deeply value the
trust placed in us by the Omani
government and cherish our
long-standing partnership with
CNPC. This new agreement un-
derscores our commitment to
exploring further opportunities in
Oman. We aspire to continue
contributing significantly to the
growth of Oman’s energy sector
through safe and efficient opera-
tions, as well as the positive im-
pact we have on the local
communities in which we oper-
ate.”

Kingsuk Sen, CEO of Petrogas
E&P, added, “We are thrilled with
this award and remain steadfast
in our commitment to swiftly de-
ploy the latest technology and in-
novative approaches to unlock
the block’s resource potential.
We are grateful to the govern-
ment for their continued trust
and support. With a proven track
record of safe and efficient oper-
ations, along with significant in-
vestments in Oman that have
consistently enhanced produc-
tion and reserves, we remain
committed to driving further
value-added growth.”

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Mexico-based Amigo LNG, a
subsidiary of LNG Alliance,
Singapore, announced that it
entered into a binding heads
of agreement with OQ Trad-
ing (OQT), the trading arm of
Oman's OQ Group, to supply
LNG from its liquefaction facil-
ity in Guaymas, Sonora, Mex-
ico.

Amigo LNG said that this
key milestone paves the way
for the long term supply of
LNG targeting the rapidly
growing Asian market.

In a press statement,
Muthu Chezhian, CEO of LNG
Alliance, said, "Securing the
offtake agreement with a lead-
ing national oil company part-
ner like OQ Trading
strengthens our position as a
reliable and responsible global
energy provider. We are ad-
vancing rapidly in delivering
the strategically located

Amigo LNG project, expand-
ing our portfolio of lower-car-
bon energy solutions to drive
the energy transition, and we
remain committed to support-
ing our customers and part-
ners every step of the way."

Wail al Jamali, CEO of OQ
Trading, said, "We are pleased
to enter into this agreement
with a trusted project devel-
oper in Amigo LNG. The off-
take represents a significant
step in the growth of our LNG
portfolio, allowing us to deliver
LNG to our customers within
the Asia Pacific region.”

OQ Trading has success-
fully established a global pres-
ence as one of the world's
major participants in the com-
modities trading industry –
trading more than 40mn
tonnes of energy products
each year. 

The company has a global
network of trading offices,
ideally located in all the major
energy trading regions.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Bank Muscat has lunched the Al
Tharwa Fund, aimed at offering
individual and institutional in-
vestors stable returns through
regular dividend distributions
and capital appreciation.

The primary goal of the new
fund is to generate consistent in-
come and capital growth by in-
vesting in a diversified portfolio
of equities and fixed-income in-
struments across GCC and inter-
national markets.

The fund’s asset allocation
between equity and fixed-in-
come classes will be actively
managed by Bank Muscat’s ex-
perienced asset management
team, adapting to prevailing
market conditions and the fund’s
objectives, according to a press
release.

Al Tharwa Fund is the first of
its kind in Oman, providing in-
vestors with the opportunity to
invest in both equity and fixed-
income securities, similar to a
balanced fund, across regional
and international markets. The
fund is open-ended, regulated by
the Financial Services Authority,
and available for investment to

both individual and institutional
investors.

The initial public offering
(IPO) for the fund will open on
September 1 and close on
September 12, 2024. The initial
offer price is set at 101bz per unit,
including issue expenses of 1bz
per unit.

Al Tharwa Fund offers daily
liquidity with no minimum hold-
ing period. Investors can sub-
scribe to the fund with a
minimum investment of RO50,
with no maximum investment

limit.
Bank Muscat customers inter-

ested in subscribing during the
IPO period can download the
subscription form from the
bank’s website and submit it to
their nearest Bank Muscat or
Meethaq Islamic Banking
branch. Customers can also sub-
scribe via the Bank Muscat inter-
net banking platform.

The investment strategy of
the Al Tharwa Fund is to main-
tain an optimal mix of equities
and fixed-income securities,

based on current market condi-
tions, offering investors both
regular dividends and capital
gains. Additionally, the fund’s
design allows for regular rebal-
ancing of the allocation between
equities and fixed-income secu-
rities, providing diversification
benefits and better management
of market volatility. This makes
the fund a comprehensive in-
vestment solution, allowing in-
vestors to minimise portfolio
volatility while receiving regular
dividends and capital apprecia-

tion through optimal asset allo-
cation.

Khalifa bin Abdullah al Hatmi,
Deputy General Manager, In-
vestment Banking and Capital
Markets, Bank Muscat, said,
"We are extremely delighted to
introduce the Bank Muscat Al
Tharwa Fund to the market. This
launch of the fund is a testament
to our commitment to offering
innovative and unique invest-
ment solutions that cater to the
evolving needs of our investors.
With the fund's objective and
focus on generating stable re-
turns and capital appreciation
through investing in equities and
fixed-income instruments in the
GCC and international markets,
we are confident that it will offer
individuals and institutions alike
a compelling investment oppor-
tunity to generate income and
capital appreciation.”

He added, “Al Tharwa Fund
offers an attractive and innova-
tive investment option for in-
vestors to benefit from the
investment expertise of Bank
Muscat’s asset management
team and a dynamic allocation to
both equity and fixed income to
benefit from various market op-
portunities.”

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – The trade
balance of Saudi Arabia reached
a surplus of SAR98.368bn in the
second quarter of 2024, reaching
its highest level during the cur-
rent year, according to the pre-
liminary data released by the
General Authority for Statistics
(GASTAT).

This represents a quarterly
growth of 13.2%, with an increase
of SAR11.495bn compared to a
surplus of SAR86.873bn in the
first quarter of the same year.

The kingdom's international
trade surpassed SAR490.657bn,
with merchandise exports total-
ing SAR294.512bn, comprising
60% of the overall trade. Mer-
chandise imports amounted to
SAR196.144bn. Non-oil domestic
exports reached SAR51.400 bil-
lion, accounting for 17.5% of the
total exports.

Petroleum exports reached
SAR220.784bn, accounting for
75% of total exports, while re-ex-
ports amounted to SAR22.327bn,
representing 7.6% of total ex-
ports.

The Asian group of countries,
excluding Arab and Islamic coun-
tries, topped the group of import-
ing countries, accounting for
50.1% of the kingdom's total
goods exports, with a value of
SAR147.622bn.

The European Union group of
countries was second, account-
ing for 15.6% of total goods ex-
ports, with a value of
SAR46.010bn. The Gulf Cooper-
ation Council (GCC) group of
countries was third, accounting
for 13.3% of total goods exports,
with a value of SAR39.198bn.

In terms of exports by country,
China was the largest importer,
accounting for 16.2% of Saudi

Arabia's total goods exports, with
a value of SAR47.588bn, while
the Republic of Korea followed
with a value of SAR26.408bn and
a share of 9% of the total goods
exports. 

Japan was the third-largest
importer, with a value of
SAR25.950bn and a share of
8.8% of total goods exports.
SPA

Saudi Arabia
posts SAR98bn
trade surplus in
second quarter

MEM, Petrogas sign oil & gas
exploration deal for Block 15

Bank Muscat launches Al Tharwa Fund

New York, US – Billionaire Elon
Musk and his electric vehicle
firm Tesla were cleared Friday in
a $258bn Dogecoin class action
lawsuit.

The lawsuit, filed in 2022, al-
leged that Musk's comments on
Twitter, now known as X and
owned by Musk, manipulated
Dogecoin's price and harmed
cryptocurrency investors.

The investors claimed that
Musk’s statements, including
that Dogecoin might be his
favourite currency, the people's
crypto, and the future currency
of Earth, were misleading.

They also cited claims that
Dogecoin might become the

standard for the global financial
system and the currency of the
internet, while Musk put a literal
Dogecoin in SpaceX and fly it to

the moon and that Dogecoin
would pay for the mission, and
Tesla vehicles could be bought
with Dogecoin, according to the

court documents.
"These statements are aspira-

tional and puffery, not factual
and susceptible to being falsi-
fied," US District Judge Alvin K
Hellerstein of the Southern Dis-
trict of New York wrote in his rul-
ing.

"As for Musk and Tesla's al-
leged 'pump and dump' scheme,
it is not possible to understand
the allegations that form the
basis of Plaintiffs' conclusion of
market manipulation, a 'pump
and dump' scheme, a breach of a
fiduciary duty amounting to in-
sider trading, or the state law
claims," he added.

A number of plaintiffs who

joined the class action lawsuit
sought $86bn in damages, in ad-
dition to triple damages of
$172bn.

Once an obscure cryptocur-
rency created as a joke, Doge-
coin has quickly become a top-10
crypto asset at the beginning of
2021 as Musk, the world's rich-
est person then, repeatedly
posted tweets in favour of it.

It ranked 8th among crypto
assets as of Friday with a market
cap of $14.7bn.

Unlike Bitcoin, the world's
biggest crypto, Dogecoin does
not have any limit on its mining,
or the amount that is created.
Anadolu Agency

Elon Musk, Tesla cleared in $258bn Dogecoin lawsuit

The agreement also includes continuation of foreign 
direct investment through Petrogas’s ongoing partnership
with CNPC, a major Chinese oil and gas company 

Elon Musk

Saudi Arabia’s
petroleum exports 
in the second quarter
of 2024 reached
SAR220.784bn, 
accounting for 75% 
of total exports, while
re-exports amounted
to SAR22.327bn

Amigo LNG signs gas 
supply deal with OQT
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Brussels, Belgium – Economic
sentiment in the eurozone and
the European Union picked up in
August, spurred by a robust per-
formance in the services sector
and a recovery in employment
prospects.

The Economic Sentiment Indi-
cator edged higher in both the
European Union, rising by 0.4
points to 96.9, and the euro area,
increasing by 0.6 points to 96.6,
according to data released by the
European Commission.

The eurozone's figure ex-
ceeded economists' predictions
of 95.8, reaching its highest point
since May 2023, though it still
falls short of its pre-pandemic av-
erage.

The Employment Expectations
Indicator also posted a more sub-
stantial increase in both regions,
reversing several months of de-
cline. In the European Union, the
employment gauge rose by 0.9

points to 99.6 while, in the euro
area, it climbed by 1.3 points to
99.2. Nevertheless, the Commis-
sion noted that the employment
gauge remains slightly below its
long-term average of 100.

Consumer
confidence steady
The broad improvement in eco-
nomic sentiment was driven by
heightened confidence in indus-
try, services, and retail trade,
while confidence among con-
sumers and in the construction
sector remained largely un-
changed. Among the EU's largest
economies, France posted the
most significant gain, with a 4.3-
point rise.

This improvement aligns with
August business surveys, such as
the Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI), which highlighted a sub-
stantial expansion in France's
services sector. Activity reached

its highest level since May 2022,
supported by the upcoming
Olympic Games in Paris.

Economic sentiment also
strengthened in Spain (+1.3) and
the Netherlands (+0.9), while
Poland saw a modest uptick
(+0.3). However, the sentiment
deteriorated in Germany (-1.7)
and Italy (-1.2).

Services confidence improved
by 0.6 points, driven by a sharp
rise in managers' demand expec-
tations and a more optimistic
view of the past business situa-
tion.

Industry confidence edged up
slightly in August (+0.4), buoyed
by a marked improvement in
managers' production expecta-
tions and a modest boost in their
assessment of finished product
stocks. However, these gains
were partly offset by a worsening
evaluation of current order books.
(Source: Euronews.com)

Taylor Tompkins

The US Federal Reserve's pre-
ferred measure of inflation
showed price growth continued
to lose steam, likely reaffirming
the central bank's path ahead on
interest rates.

Friday's release of the Per-
sonal Consumption Expenditures
(PCE) index showed inflation
rose 0.2% over the month of July,
just 0.1 percentage point higher
than in June. That made the an-
nual inflation rate 2.5%, the same
as the previous month and still
just above the Fed's goal of 2%.

The data matched what
economists surveyed by Dow
Jones Newswires and The Wall
Street Journal expected.

“Weakening inflation gives the

Fed plenty of room to begin cut-
ting rates, while still resilient
household spending is the recipe
for a soft landing," wrote David
Alcaly, lead macroeconomic
strategist at Lazard Asset Man-
agement.

The PCE report was similar to
another measure of consumer in-

flation released earlier this month,
the Consumer Price Index. Both
reports show a slowly increasing
cost of living after a worrisome
uptick in the first quarter. 

The good news on inflation re-
inforces the expectation that the
Fed will cut its influential federal
funds rate at the next policy

meeting in mid-September. At
this point, inflation data's influ-
ence will likely only help inform
the outlook for how fast and far
the Federal Reserve will cut its
key interest rate fall in the coming
months, barring any major re-ig-
nition of price pressures.

"The further cooling of infla-
tion could give the Fed leeway to
be more aggressive with rate de-
clines at coming meetings, espe-
cially if the labor market shows a
steep deterioration," wrote Na-
tionwide Senior Economist Ben
Ayers.

Much of the Fed's – and, in
turn, market watchers' – atten-
tion has turned to the labour mar-
ket, as central bankers monitor
weakness for signs of a recession.
(Source: Investopedia)

Fed’s preferred inflation gauge
on track for September rate cuts

New Delhi, India – India's foreign
exchange reserves increased by
$7.023bn, reaching a fresh
record high of $681.7bn, during
the week that ended on August
23, according to data released by
the Reserve Bank of India. The
previous record high was
$674.9bn. 

The reserves have been on an
upward trend for some time. In
2024 alone, they have risen by
approximately $60bn cumula-
tively. This buffer of foreign ex-
change reserves helps insulate
domestic economic activity from
global shocks. 

According to the latest data
from the RBI, India's foreign cur-
rency assets (FCA), the largest

component of forex reserves,
rose by $5.983bn to
$597.552bn.

Gold reserves during the week
increased by $893mn, bringing
the total to $60.997bn. As per
estimates, India's foreign ex-

change reserves are now suffi-
cient to cover about a year of
projected imports.

In the calendar year 2023,
India added about $58bn to its
foreign exchange reserves. In
contrast, India's forex reserves

saw a cumulative decline of
$71bn in 2022. Forex reserves, or
foreign exchange reserves (FX
reserves), are assets held by a
nation's central bank or mone-
tary authority.

These are generally held in re-
serve currencies, typically the US
Dollar and, to a lesser extent, the
Euro, Japanese Yen, and Pound
Sterling. 

The RBI closely monitors the
foreign exchange markets and
intervenes only to maintain or-
derly market conditions, aiming
to contain excessive volatility in
the exchange rate without refer-
ence to any pre-determined tar-
get level or band.
ANI

India's foreign exchange reserves hit $681bn

Eurozone economic
sentiment lifts as
services rebound
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In line with its strategic plan to
enhance and expand its branch
and centres network, Bank Mus-
cat, Oman’s leading financial ser-
vice provider, inaugurated a new
Asalah Priority Banking Centre
and a service centre at the bank’s
branch in Al Khuwair-33, a
prominent neighbourhood in
Muscat.

The inauguration was patron-
ised by Sheikh Mohammed bin
Hamed bin Ali al Ghazali, along
with several esteemed cus-
tomers and members of the
bank’s executive management
team. The decision to open this
centre in Al Khuwair-33 was
driven by the area’s significant
population growth and thriving
commercial activity. The area
has recently witnessed the
launch of various commercial
projects and the development of
public spaces, making it an ideal
location for the new facility.

The new centre is a valuable
addition to the Asalah centre
network across branches, which
spans across the sultanate, now
totalling 50 centres. Bank Mus-
cat recently launched several
new centres, including those at

its branches in Al Mouj Street, Al
Hail, and Al Khoudh-6 in Muscat
governorate.

Other centres have also been
opened in Sinaw, North Sharqiya
governorate; Izki and Adam,
Dakhliya governorate.

The Asalah centre at Al
Khuwair-33 branch is equipped
to offer priority banking cus-
tomers with a range of tailored
solutions within a modern and
comfortable environment. Dedi-
cated relationship managers and
experienced staff are on hand to
provide personalised assistance,
reflecting Bank Muscat's com-
mitment to delivering exceptional
customer service and keeping
pace with the latest develop-
ments in the banking sector. 

In addition to the Asalah cen-
tre, the new service center within
the branch offers a variety of
banking services, including ac-
count opening and delivery of
debit cards. The centre is outfit-
ted with advanced technology to
ensure quick and high-quality
service, supported by a team of
skilled employees. 

This expansion aligns with
Bank Muscat's vision of continu-

ously enhancing its customer
service capabilities across its
branches and service centres na-
tionwide. 

On the occasion, Saleh Mo-
hammed al Maaini, Deputy Gen-
eral Manager Capital Regions,
Bank Muscat, expressed pride in
the ongoing expansion of the
bank’s Asalah centres. “The new
centre in Al Khuwair-33 will
serve a large segment of priority
banking customers in Bausher,
providing a range of services and
facilities designed to meet their
needs and aspirations. Bank
Muscat is dedicated to strength-
ening its presence in key areas
experiencing rapid commercial,
economic, and urban growth. I
would like to extend my heartfelt
thanks and appreciation to all our
customers for their continued
trust in our services across the
Sultanate. We remain commit-
ted to delivering the best banking
experience to our valued clients.” 

Asalah Priority Banking Group
offers many exclusive benefits to
customers, including a large
number of dedicated relationship
managers located in various gov-
ernorates.

Bank Muscat expands network with new
Asalah centre inaugurated in Al Khuwair

Kia brings season of celebrations
with incredible gifts and savings
Spring into the season of cele-
bration with Kia and win incredi-
ble gifts, discover unbeatable
savings and surprises with Kia’s
latest promotional offer. Head to
your nearest Kia showroom to
find the best of Kia’s line-up.
Check out the amazing incen-
tives such as 1st year free regis-
tration, insurance, service &
upgrade your deal through
Scratch & Win Coupons.

It is all about winning at Kia.
Get a chance to win 10-gram 24-
carat gold coins, the latest
iPhone 15s and service upgrades
of up to 200,000km as assured
scratch and win prizes, every-
body at KIA is a winner. Take ad-
vantage of Kia’s promotional
offer, valid for its dynamic sedans
and SUVs range until the offer
ends on October 23. 

“Seeing you driving our vehi-
cles brings us immense joy. But
our main objective is to provide a
unique, comfortable, enjoyable
and safe driving experience for
people from all walks of life,” said
a representative from Kia Oman. 

“We’re offering a chance to
upgrade the service benefits of
up to 200,000 km, which means

your vehicle will be under the ex-
pert care of Kia’s team, without
any additional cost or hidden
charges,” he further shared.

Kia’s diverse SUV range in-
cludes the AWD Kia Telluride
3.8L and Sorento 3.5L V6 with 7
and 8-seater options. For five-
seater options, customers can
select Sportage 2.0/1.6L Turbo,
Seltos 1.6L 5-seater, and Sonet
1.5L. Explore more with Kia’s
MPV range: the new Carnival
3.5L in 8-seater, Carens 1.5L 7-
seater, the PC segment Picanto
1.25L 4 Cyl, Pegas 1.4L, K3 1.6L 5-
seater sedan, Cerato 1.6L/2.0L,
K5 2.0/2.5L DOHC CVVT En-
gine, and K8 3.5L GDL SPL.

The all-electric range of EV6
and EV9 showcase its versatility
and the enhanced ability to sat-
isfy customers’ needs. Kia's

strategy of blending technologi-
cal innovation with a customer-
centric approach has been a
consistent focus for the brand.
Abiding by their motto, Kia offers
a ride for everyone.

Venture out with friends for
fun hangouts with our new Kia
K3. The sedan becomes your ev-
eryday companion that makes
city hustles easy. Powered by a
1.6 Litre engine it delivers 120 hp
at 6300 rpm paired with 6-
speed transmission. The K3
comes with a modern smart key-
less entry system for easy ac-
cess. For enhanced safety, it
features the Parking Reverse
warning camera (RVC).

8th Indian School Muscat Model United Nations Conference held
The eighth edition of the Indian
School Muscat Model United
Nations Conference (ISMMUN-
2024) took place from August
22 to 24.

This year’s event brought to-
gether over 750 delegates, along
with 45 DAIS members and 4
Secretariat Members, for a two-
day immersive experience of de-
bate, diplomacy, and
problem-solving.

ISMMUN serves as an aca-
demic simulation of the United
Nations, where students step
into the shoes of diplomats from
different countries to tackle real-
world issues. The conference en-
courages young minds to think
critically, develop negotiation
skills, and engage in meaningful
discussions.

The opening ceremony set the
tone for the conference, with
Imran Khan, Treasurer of the
School Management Commit-

tee, delivering a speech that un-
derscored the importance of
unity and mutual respect in ad-
dressing global challenges. 

Rakesh Joshi, the Principal,
also shared his thoughts, praising
the delegates for their enthusi-
asm and dedication to promoting
peace and cooperation on a
global scale. The Secretary-Gen-
eral, Aman Tandon, officially

opened the conference, high-
lighting the power of diverse per-
spectives in creating innovative
solutions.

The heart of ISMMUN 2024
lay within its 20 committees,
UNHRC, UNW, UNODC, UNSC,
DISEC, SPECPOL, WHO,
UNICEF, AIPPM, ECOSOC, ICJ,
UNTC, LAS, FAO, CWoN, UEFA,
CCC, PRESS CORPS, JJK, and

SPIDER-MAN. 
From the UNHRC to SPIDER-

MAN, each committee offered a
unique platform for delegates to
express their views and propose
resolutions on topics ranging
from media representation to
combating societal prejudices.
Delegates in committees like
DISEC and SPECPOL engaged in
rigorous discussions about

global security, while those in
WHO and UNICEF focused on
health and humanitarian issues.
The innovative addition of com-
mittees like JJK and SPIDER-
MAN added a creative twist,
encouraging participants to think
outside the box.

As the conference pro-
gressed, it became evident that
the delegates were not just there

to debate but to actively seek so-
lutions to some of the world’s
most complex problems. The de-
bates were intense, with dele-
gates passionately defending
their positions and negotiating
with their peers to reach com-
mon ground. The spirit of diplo-
macy was palpable in every
committee room, as participants
worked tirelessly to draft resolu-

tions that were both practical
and visionary.

The closing ceremony was a
celebration of the delegates' hard
work and dedication. Subrahma-
nian Muthuraman, Chair of the
Academic Subcommittee of the
School Management Commit-
tee, praised the delegates for
their commitment to learning
and leadership.

Indian School Muscat, an exem-
plar of effective event organisa-
tion, hosted a refreshers’ course
for scout masters and guide cap-
tains of all Indian Schools in the
Sultanate of Oman on Saturday.

Bharat Scouts & Guides is a
globally visible, consistently
growing, self-reliant premium
youth movement that is gender
balanced, vibrant and responsive
to trends. The purpose of the
movement is to contribute to the
development of young people by
helping them achieve their full
physical, intellectual, emotional,
social and spiritual potential as
individuals, responsible citizens,
and members of local, national
and international communities. 

With this objective in mind,

the refresher course was con-
ducted at the school’s new mul-
tipurpose hall, a release stated.

The school’s philosophy goes
beyond academic teaching to
focus on comprehensive per-
sonal growth. It strives to reach
this goal through various initia-
tives. The event, marked by vi-
brant enthusiasm, witnessed the
active participation of educators
across Indian schools in Oman.

The presence of Vinoba M P,
senior principal and educational
advisor to the Board of Directors
of Indian Schools in Oman, as the
chief guest; along with Rakesh
Joshi, principal of Indian School
Muscat; senior vice principal ad-
ministration, vice principals, as-
sistant vice principals and other

dignitaries marked the signifi-
cance of the day.

Chief guest Vinoba M P, in his
inaugural address, urged the ed-
ucators to motivate students to
join scouts and guides move-
ment to reap its valuable bene-
fits. He further advised the
educators to serve as role mod-
els, guiding students to develop
mental resilience and effectively
navigate life’s challenges.

Lavene Passanha, district sec-
retary, Bharat Scouts & Guides -
Oman Chapter; and Bharati
Banerjee, district asstant organ-
ising commissioner - guides,
Bharat Scouts & Guides, both ac-
claimed educators from Indian
School Muscat, led the session
on the refreshers’ course.

One has a chance 
to win 10-gram 
24-carat gold coins,
the latest iPhone
15s and service 
upgrades of up to
200,000km as 
assured scratch 
and win prizes 
till October 23

ISM hosts refreshers’ course for
scout masters, guide captains
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MoE begins training programme
in preparation for national tests
The Ministry of Education
(MoE), represented by the Mea-
surement and Evaluation Centre
is implementing a training pro-
gramme in preparing the na-
tional tests to measure basic
skills in the subjects of Arabic,
English, Mathematics, Science. 

The programme targets 81
trainees from teachers, senior
teachers, subject evaluation spe-
cialists, and supervisors from the
educational directorates in the
governorates of Dhofar, Al
Wusta, South Sharqiyah, North
Sharqiyah and Buraimi.

The training programme,
which continues until Thursday,
includes a number of working pa-
pers. The first day of the pro-
gramme included a session on
‘The concept of national tests,
their objectives, and the differ-
ence between them and general
exams’. 

A second session discussed
the mechanism for formulating
the test vocabulary, and training
on formulating the test vocabu-
lary from multiple choice.

On the second day of the pro-
gramme, two working papers
were presented on difficulty lev-
els, describing them, building a
test network, using the national
test network, and preparing vo-
cabulary. 

The third day included a
working paper that covered a
number of topics, including: vo-
cabulary review criteria, correc-
tion model, and evaluation of the
test paper. The training program
concludes with training the
trainees on the national tests
platform and entering vocabu-

lary into the platform.
Fathia al Maawali, Director of

the Department of Studies and

Statistical Data, said that the goal
of this training programme is to
raise the level of awareness
among teachers about the
mechanism of evaluating stu-
dents, and the mechanism of
preparing vocabulary that mea-
sures a set of skills according to
levels.

“Through teachers training
last year, we were able to come
up with a number of vocabular-
ies, which will be used in national
tests after reviewing and auditing
them,” Maawali informed.

“One of the goals of the na-
tional tests is the digital transfor-
mation in their application, as a
tender was granted to one of the
companies to enter the vocabu-
lary prepared during the training
period into the question bank; to
be used in subsequent training,”
he added.

This training continues for 12
training days in the ministry’s
General Diwan, and targets eval-
uation specialists to review the
vocabulary, and link it to the cog-
nitive levels within the platform,

while identifying the type of
questions, and how to present
them. 

The training programme aims
to spread awareness of the im-
portance of national tests in eval-
uating the educational system in
the Sultanate of Oman, build
technical cadres capable of
preparing national test items
based on the specifications pub-
lished in the general framework
for national tests, and create a
question bank for national test
items.

Mercedes-Benz Oman
launches all-electric
range with cutting-edge
technology, luxury
Mercedes-Benz Oman is excited
to announce the arrival of the
highly anticipated all-electric
range in its showrooms starting
from Sunday.

This milestone marks a signif-
icant step forward in sustainable
mobility in Oman, offering cus-
tomers the perfect blend of cut-
ting-edge technology, luxury, and
environmental consciousness.

Oman's new all-electric range
lineup includes the EQA, EQB,
EQE Sedan, EQE SUV, EQS
Sedan, EQS SUV, and the all-new
Mercedes-Benz G 580 with EQ
Technology. Each model caters
to different preferences and
lifestyles, ensuring every cus-
tomer can find an electric vehicle
(EV) that suits their needs. 

The EQA and EQB offer com-
pact versatility ideal for urban
driving, while the EQE and EQS
Sedans set new standards for
business sophistication and lux-
ury. For those seeking power and
elegance in a commanding form,

the EQE and EQS SUVs deliver an
unmatched driving experience.

The G 580 with EQ Technol-
ogy brings unparalleled off-road
capabilities to the EV market,
combining rugged durability with
advanced electric technology.

“We are thrilled to bring the
future of mobility to Oman by in-
troducing our all-electric range
by Mercedes-Benz,” said Shaun
Michael, Mercedes-Benz Oman
CEO. “This launch is a testament
to our commitment to sustain-
ability and innovation, aligning
with global efforts to reduce car-
bon emissions and promote en-
vironmentally friendly
transportation options. The elec-
tric range represents the pinna-
cle of EV technology, and we are
confident that our customers will
be as excited as we are to expe-
rience the future of driving.”

The all-electric range by Mer-
cedes-Benz is powered by ad-
vanced electric motors paired
with next-generation batteries.

Indian School Sur opens playground, lays foundation for hall
Indian School Sur marked a sig-
nificant milestone in its history
with the grand inauguration of its
new playground and the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony for its
upcoming multipurpose hall and
additional classrooms.

The event, which took place
on Friday, saw a gathering of
proud parents, enthusiastic stu-
dents, and distinguished digni-
taries.

The ceremony commenced
with the foundation stone laying
for the multipurpose hall and ad-
ditional classrooms, officiated by
Dr Sivakumar Manickam, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
Indian Schools in Oman. This
was followed by a plaque unveil-
ing ceremony, symbolizing the

beginning of a new chapter in the
school's development.

A highlight of the evening was
the inauguration of the school's
long-awaited playground. Syed
Salman, Vice-Chairman & Direc-
tor In-Charge of Indian School
Sur, had the honour of cutting the
ribbon to officially open the play-
ground.

The ceremony also featured a
symbolic balloon released by Dr
Manickam, representing the
soaring aspirations of the school
community.

In his address, Dr Manickam
emphasised the crucial role of
playgrounds in a child's holistic
development. He commended
the efforts of the current and pre-
vious school management com-

mittees, the principal, parents,
and all stakeholders for their
contributions to the school's
progress.

Dr Manickam notably referred
to Indian School Sur as “a jewel
among all the Indian schools in
Oman”, highlighting its signifi-

cance in the community.
Nishreen Basheer, Treasurer

of the School Management
Committee, delivered a warm

welcome address, setting a pos-
itive tone for the evening's pro-
ceedings.

The event was graced by sev-
eral distinguished guests, includ-
ing, Syed Salman, Vice-Chairman
& Director In-Charge, Indian
School Sur, Krishnendhu S, Chair-
Grievance Committee & Director
In-Charge of Indian School Sur,
Nidheesh Kumar P P, Finance Di-
rector, Indian Schools in Oman,
Vinoba M P, Sr. Principal and Ed-
ucational Advisor, Dr Gokuldas,
Board of Directors, Indian
Schools in Oman, Vijay Sara-
vanan, Director, Indian Schools in
Oman, Mohammed Ali Musal-
lam al Alawi, Section Head, Dept
of Lands, Ministry of Education,
Ifthikar Ali Khan, Director Oper-

ations, OMIFCO, Mohammed
Ameen, Managing Director, Sea
Pride LLC, and other invited spe-
cial invited guests

The School Management
Committee, led by Jami Srinivas
Rao (President), Dr Ramkumar
Lakshmi Narayanan (Convenor),
Nishreen Basheer (Treasurer),
and members Pradeep Kumar A
V, Saeed T P, Shabeeb Mo-
hammed and Pramod V Nair,
were in attendance, along with
Dr S Srinivasan, the Principal of
Indian School Sur, who has been
instrumental in the school's on-
going development.

The ceremony featured a va-
riety of cultural performances, in-
cluding welcome dance, group
songs, yoga demonstrations, etc.

ISWK launches ‘SHE: Show
Her Empowerment’ campaign
The Business & Entrepreneur-
ship (B&E) Club of the Indian
School Al Wadi Al Kabir (ISWK)
launched its groundbreaking
charity drive - ‘SHE: Show Her
Empowerment’ - which aims to
empower women by raising
awareness about menstrual
health and hygiene.

As the first of its kind at the
secondary and senior secondary
levels, ‘SHE’ is dedicated to
breaking the stigma surrounding
menstruation and advocating for
women's health.

The primary goal of the ‘SHE’
drive is to collect donations of
hygiene products related to
menstrual health, generously
contributed by both the student
and parent community of ISWK.

The event was inaugurated by
Rashna Saher. She praised the
student officials of the B&E Club
for their commitment to this cru-
cial cause. She emphasised the
importance of sensitising society
to the issues surrounding men-
strual health. 

Guest speaker Dr Kirtan Kr-

ishna, a renowned gynecologist
from Aster Al Raffah Hospital,
delivered an insightful presenta-
tion on menstrual health, de-
bunking common myths and
offering practical hygiene tips.

The first day concluded with
an informal football match be-
tween the Science and Com-
merce departments. The match
not only engaged participants in
a fun and active way but also un-
derscored the drive’s underlying
goal of community’s support for
the empowerment of women.

Agility contributes to WFP’s Gaza relief efforts
The World Food Programme
(WFP) has welcomed a new fi-
nancial contribution from their
longstanding partner Agility, a
supply chain services, infrastruc-
ture and innovation company, to
support WFP’s operations in
Palestine.

This donation will contribute
to WFP’s efforts to provide es-
sential food assistance to those
suffering in one of the worst
hunger crises the world is facing
today.

With this latest contribution
from Agility, WFP will be able to
provide nearly 779,000 hot
meals in Gaza ensuring that the
most vulnerable populations re-
ceive the necessary support
amidst ongoing challenges. This
will bring the total donations by
Agility and its employees to 1 mil-
lion meals since the start of the
current crisis in October last year. 

“Agility’s generous contribu-
tion comes at a crucial time for
Palestine, where food insecurity
and humanitarian needs are es-

calating. This support will have
an impact on our efforts to pro-
vide life-saving assistance to
those who need it most,” said
Mageed Yahia, WFP Represen-
tative to the GCC. 

“The involvement of the pri-
vate sector, particularly leaders

like Agility, is vital in helping us
address these challenges and
achieve our mission of zero
hunger,” he added.

The latest WFP Integrated
Food Security Phase Classifica-
tion (IPC) report finds that 96%
of the population is facing acute

food insecurity at crisis level or
higher (IPC Category 3+), with
almost half a million people in
catastrophic conditions (IPC
Category 5).

Adequate and sustained lev-
els of humanitarian assistance
must be provided, including
more fresh food, better nutri-
tional diversity, clean water and
sanitation, access to health care
and the rebuilding of clinics and
hospitals. 

“Agility supports WFP’s ef-
forts to save lives by delivering
critical humanitarian assistance
around the world. We’ve worked
closely with WFP in more than
20 countries since we became a
WFP partner in 2008, focusing
our support on WFP’s food assis-
tance programme and supply
chain services that provide logis-
tics resources to the broader hu-
manitarian community,” said
Tarek Sultan, Agility Vice Chair-
man, adding that in Gaza, WFP is
leading efforts to prevent famine
and further suffering.

A WFP staffer hands food to a Palestine child in Gaza (WFP)

Company’s donations have provided roughly
1mn meals since start of the conflict

The goal of this 
training programme
is to raise the level of
awareness among
teachers about the
mechanism of 
evaluating students
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Kabul, Afghanistan - Stephane
Dujarric, spokesperson for the
UN Secretary-General, reaf-
firmed the United Nations’ com-
mitment to ongoing engagement
with all stakeholders in
Afghanistan, including the Tal-
iban-led interim government,
TOLO News reported.

The remarks by Dujarric
came while he attended a press
conference on Saturday. He also
called on the interim govern-
ment of Afghanistan to open up
more avenues for diplomatic en-
gagement.

During the press conference,
Dujarric told reporters: “In terms

of the contacts with the de facto
authorities, I mean, we will con-
tinue to engage with all stake-
holders in Afghanistan, including
the Taliban. And we’ve always
done so following our mandate
and I would say impartially and in
good faith, always upholding the
norms of the UN, pushing the
messages of human rights and
equality,” according to TOLO
News.

The spokesman further said:
“And we will continue our work
as mandated by the Security
Council. And I think we would
urge the de facto authorities to, in
fact, open more avenues for

diplomatic engagement.”
Notably, the United Nations

Mission in Afghanistan had ex-

pressed deep concern on August
25 regarding the new morality
law imposed by Afghanistan’s de

facto authorities, which imposes
restrictions on personal conduct,
and said that the law is a distress-
ing vision for Afghanistan’s fu-
ture. Taliban authorities had
announced the ratification of a
Law on the Promotion of Virtue
and the Prevention of Vice, with
35 articles detailing restrictions
on the Afghan population with
arbitrary and severe enforcement
mechanisms.

In a statement, the United Na-
tions Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA) had said:
“UNAMA is concerned by the
promulgation by Afghanistan’s
de facto authorities of a morality

law which imposes wide-ranging
and far-reaching restrictions on
personal conduct and provides
morality police with broad pow-
ers of enforcement.”

“It is a distressing vision for
Afghanistan’s future, where
moral inspectors have discre-
tionary powers to threaten and
detain anyone based on broad
and sometimes vague lists of in-
fractions,” said Roza Otun-
bayeva, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-
General and head of UNAMA.

Otunbayeva emphasised that
the law imposes intolerable re-
strictions on the rights of Afghan

women and girls. “It extends the
already intolerable restrictions on
the rights of Afghan women and
girls, with even the sound of a fe-
male voice outside the home ap-
parently deemed a moral
violation,” she said.

“After decades of war and in
the midst of a terrible humanitar-
ian crisis, the Afghan people de-
serve much better than being
threatened or jailed if they hap-
pen to be late for prayers, glance
at a member of the opposite sex
who is not a family member, or
possess a photo of a loved one,”
Otunbayeva had added.
ANI

Will continue to engage with all stakeholders in Afghanistan: UN

Stephane Dujarric, the spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General

Donald Trump’s Arlington visit
‘a political stunt’, says Harris

Washington, D.C., US - US Vice
President and Democratic presi-
dential nominee Kamala Harris
lambasted former President
Donald Trump on Saturday for a
visit he made this week to sol-
diers’ graves at the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

She said the visit was disre-
spectful and a political stunt.

Arlington cemetery ‘not a
place for politics’, Harris says

“It is a solemn place; a place
where we come together to hon-
our American heroes who have
made the ultimate sacrifice in
service of this nation. It is not a
place for politics,” Harris wrote in
an X post.

Trump was at the cemetery on
Monday to take part in a wreath-
laying ceremony honouring the
13 service members killed during
the US withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 2021. 

During the visit, the former
president posed with relatives of
the service members, and his
campaign team took videos and
used them in advertisements.

This sparked controversy as
federal law and Pentagon policies
do not allow political activities at
the cemetery and bar photogra-

phy for political purposes.
“Let me be clear: the former

president disrespected sacred
ground, all for the sake of a polit-
ical stunt,” Harris wrote.

On Thursday, the US Army is-
sued a rare statement saying that
a cemetery staff member had

been ‘abruptly pushed aside’
after asking Trump’s team to stop
filming in a burial section for
those killed in recent wars. 

Trump’s campaign team has
sharply criticised the employee,
calling her a ‘despicable individ-
ual’. But the military said the staff

member had ‘acted with profes-
sionalism’ and was being unfairly
attacked.

‘This is nothing new
from Donald Trump’
In her post, Harris also referred to
Trump’s history of insulting mili-
tary veterans.

“This is nothing new from
Donald Trump. This is a man who
has called our fallen service
members ‘suckers’ and ‘losers’
and disparaged Medal of Honor
recipients,” she wrote.

A 2020 article published by
US outlet ‘The Atlantic’ said

Trump had called fallen soldiers
‘suckers’ and ‘losers’, but the for-
mer president has denied making
the comments.

Trump defends
actions during visit
Trump’s Arlington visit also drew
criticism from some veterans and
soldiers’ relatives.

At a rally on Friday night,
Trump said it was families of
fallen troops who asked to have
their picture taken with him.

“I said ‘Absolutely’. I wasn’t
doing it for - I don’t need public-
ity, I get a lot of publicity. I would
like to get a lot less publicity,”
Trump said in Johnstown, Penn-
sylvania.

Trump blamed the White
House for the criticism he is
drawing. Trump has also often
criticised the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration’s handling of the US
pullout from Afghanistan.

He has argued that he would
have managed the withdrawal
better.

Campaign rhetoric heats up as
November 5 election looms

Trump has also repeatedly
mocked Harris’ performance as
vice president and racial identity.

In response, Harris has charac-
terised the former president as
‘weird’ and ‘out of his mind’.

As the November 5 election is
only a few short months away,
both Harris and Trump are com-
peting for voters of different cat-
egories, such as veterans.

It was unclear whether inci-
dents such as the one at Arlington
would sway how veterans vote. In
an April report, the Pew Research
Centre found that military veter-
ans favour the Republican Party.
DW

Beijing’s population
kept below 23mn
cap for six years
Beijing, China - Beijing, China’s
first megacity to achieve popula-
tion reduction, has kept its per-
manent population below the
23mn cap for six consecutive
years since 2017, according to a
municipal conference held on
Thursday.

According to a report by the
research team of the Beijing Mu-
nicipal Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, while
Beijing’s population remains sta-
ble, its distribution is becoming
more balanced.

The capital’s core functional
areas and central urban districts
have witnessed constant popu-
lation declines, while the city’s
sub-centre, new towns, and eco-
logical conservation areas have
experienced population growth,
according to the report.

According to Xinhua, the re-
port showed that this shift is cre-
ating a more distributed
population structure, with the
proportion of residents in the six
central districts decreasing from
60 per cent in 2015 to 50 per
cent by 2023, while the share of
the ten outlying districts in-

creased accordingly.
Beijing also stands out for its

high concentration of talent,
boasting the highest density of
talent in China. Three-quarters of
this talent pool are concentrated
in the six central districts. Addi-
tionally, the city’s life expectancy
in 2020 reached 82.49 years,
which is 4.56 years higher than
the national average.

The research team empha-
sised that Beijing should con-
tinue its dual approach of
relieving overburdened areas
while supporting emerging ones.
Coordination between central
urban districts and new towns as
well as integration within the
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region is
crucial.

Gu Shuzhong, a researcher at
the Development Research Cen-
tre of the State Council, sug-
gested that achieving a balanced
distribution of work and residen-
tial areas across the city is essen-
tial, and the city should orderly
relocate municipal universities
and state-owned enterprises
from central districts to outer
areas.
WAM

US Vice President and Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris

The visit had
sparked a
controversy as
federal law
does not
allow political
activities at
the cemetery

It is a solemn place; a place where we
come together to honour American
heroes who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in service of this nation. It is
not a place for politics 
KAMALA HARRIS

BONSAI EXHIBITION IN INDONESIA

Visitors view bonsai works displayed at a bonsai exhibition in Pamulang, Indonesia, on Sunday (Xinhua)

Traces of settlement dating back about 6,000
years discovered in Turkey’s eastern Erzurum
Erzurum, Turkey - Traces of a
settlement dating back about
6,000 years have been found
during excavations at Degirmen-
ler Mound in Turkey’s eastern
Erzurum.

Starting on July 1, the two-
month excavation in the area
has uncovered settlement lay-
ers, human and animal bones,
and ceramics, which are being
analysed.

The site has been determined
to have been inhabited as far
back as 6,000 years ago, and fur-
ther deepening of the excavation
is expected to reveal even older
layers.

As a result of the excavations,
the area is planned to be trans-
formed into an archaeological
park.

Mehmet Isikli, a professor at
Ataturk University in Erzurum and
the scientific adviser of the pro-

ject, told Anadolu that a different
period began in Eastern Anatolia
after the Kura-Araxes culture.

Isikli said that the first state
and writing tradition in Eastern
Anatolia came with Urartu,
adding: “This was about 3,000
years ago, but we are still trying to
understand the 2,000-year pe-
riod in between, who lived during

that time, and how they lived.”
“We archaeologists refer to

that period as the Late Bronze
Age and Early Iron Age, which
spans over a thousand years. The
rescue excavation at Degirmenler
Mound is actually providing very
valuable data about this period,”
he said.

He further noted that around

4,000 years ago, they encoun-
tered a strong societal structure in
the region that lived on animal
husbandry and agriculture.

‘Trying to reach
earliest settlement’
Associate Professor Gulsah Al-
tunkaynak, who is the archaeolo-
gist at Erzurum Museum and also
the excavation coordinator, said
that the archaeology of the region
has been developing mostly on
rescue excavations for many
years.

Highlighting the valuable re-
sults from their findings, Al-
tunkaynak said: “Here, we are
actually trying to reach the earli-
est settlement as quickly as pos-
sible. Our goal is to leave a step in
each layer using the step trench
method and to uncover the peri-
ods and building phases.”
Anadolu Agency

Further deepening of the excavation is expected to reveal even older layers
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Israel killed hostages in Gaza: Hamas

Gaza City, Palestine - A senior
Hamas official stated on Sunday
that the six Israeli hostages re-
cently found in Gaza were killed
as a result of ongoing Israeli
airstrikes, challenging the Israeli
army’s claim that Hamas exe-
cuted the hostages while they
were in captivity.

Izzat al-Rishq’s remarks came
shortly after the Israeli army an-
nounced that it had discovered
the bodies of six hostages in
Gaza, asserting that they had
been killed by Hamas.

“The ones who kill our people
daily are the Israeli colonisers
with American weapons. The
hostages found in Gaza were not
killed by us but by the relentless
Zionist bombardment,” Rishq
said in a statement.

He further criticised the US,
saying: “If President (Joe) Biden
truly cares about the lives of Is-

raeli hostages, he should cease
his support for this enemy with
money and weapons and pres-
sure Israel to end its aggression
immediately.”

Rishq emphasised that
Hamas had been more con-
cerned about the lives of the
hostages than Biden himself, cit-
ing Hamas’ agreement to a
ceasefire proposal and the UN
Security Council’s resolution,
both of which were rejected by

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Earlier on Sunday, the Israeli
army reported finding the bodies
of six hostages in Gaza, adding to
the ongoing tension as the war
enters its eleventh month. Before
the discovery, Israel had stated
that 107 hostages remained in
Gaza, some of whom were be-
lieved to have already been
killed.

Hamas has said that dozens

of hostages were killed by Israeli
airstrikes targeting Gaza.

‘Israel would not rest’
Meanwhile, Netanyahu on Sun-
day denied responsibility for the
deaths of six Israeli hostages. “Is-
rael would not rest until it
catches those responsible for the
murdering of six hostages,” he
said in a statement.

Netanyahu condemned Pales-
tinian group Hamas for its al-

leged refusal to engage in ‘gen-
uine negotiations’.

He claimed that the resistance
group was ‘obstructing’ efforts to
secure the release of remaining
hostages and undermining Is-
rael’s security, adding that Israel
‘was committed to achieving a
deal to release remaining
hostages and ensure Israel’s se-
curity’.

“Whoever murders hostages
does not want a deal,” he added.

Israeli Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant on Sunday called for the
immediate convening of the Se-
curity Cabinet to reverse its de-
cision to keep forces in the
Philadelphi Corridor, located on
the border between the Gaza
Strip and Egypt.

In a statement on X, Gallant
said: “The Security Cabinet must
convene immediately and re-
verse the decision made on
Thursday.”

“It’s too late for the hostages
who were killed in cold blood, but
we must bring back those who
are still held in Gaza,” he added.

In response to Gallant, Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich stated
on X that ‘the Cabinet will not
allow a surrender deal that would
compromise Israel’s security’.

Smotrich added that ‘the Cab-
inet will instruct the army to im-
pose heavy costs on Hamas and
intensify the war until the
hostages return’.
Anadolu Agency

Doctors in Bangladesh begin strike
Dhaka, Bangladesh - Doctors
across Bangladesh launched an
indefinite nationwide strike on
Sunday, severely disrupting the
country’s healthcare system and
leaving patients in distress.

The strike was triggered by an
incident on Saturday night at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), the largest healthcare
facility in Bangladesh, where the
emergency department was van-
dalised by relatives and friends of
a student protester who had
been injured during recent
demonstrations that led to the
ousting of the Hasina regime.
The injured student later suc-
cumbed to his injuries, with
some of his peers accusing the
attending physicians of neglect.

In response to the attack and
to demand justice and improved
safety measures, doctors at

DMCH suspended emergency
medical services Sunday morn-
ing. Attempts by hospital author-
ities to negotiate with the
doctors were unsuccessful, lead-
ing to the escalation of the
protest into a nationwide strike.

On Sunday afternoon, Dr
Abdul Ahad from DMCH’s Neu-

rosurgery Ward announced the
strike, outlining four key de-
mands: the arrest of those re-
sponsible for the assault on
doctors, the establishment of a
safer working environment, re-
strictions on unauthorised ac-
cess to hospital premises, and
the resolution of any alleged neg-

ligence by doctors through
proper channels, rather than
through violence.

The striking doctors have
vowed to continue the shutdown
until their demands are met.

The strike has left many pa-
tients without care. Nayan Mia,
who brought his injured brother
to DMCH on Sunday morning,
was told to seek treatment else-
where. “If I can’t get healthcare
here, where else can I go? I can’t
afford treatment at private clin-
ics,” Mia told Anadolu, express-
ing the dire situation faced by
many in the wake of the strike.

The protesting doctors have
stated that any deaths resulting
from the lack of treatment during
the shutdown should be at-
tributed to the administration’s
failure to address their concerns.
Anadolu Agency

Kabul, Afghanistan - Three
years after the US-led troops
withdrew from Afghanistan, the
country remains deeply scarred
by 20 years of war and strug-
gles to rebuild amid an eco-
nomic collapse exacerbated by
international sanctions.

In Kabul, the Afghan capital,
hundreds of trucks lined the
road leading to the southern
city of Kandahar. In a makeshift
tent, Zubair, a truck driver,
clutched a number card, waiting
for a job assignment. It had
been over 40 days since his last
trip.

Despite surviving the war, he
and many other long-haul
drivers now face a different
struggle - economic hardship.

On August 30, 2021, the
United States terminated its
20-year military presence in
Afghanistan, a conflict devas-
tated the nation.

While the US exit brought an
end to active warfare, it also led
to severe economic sanctions
that have pushed the war-torn
country to the brink of collapse,
making the path to reconstruc-
tion fraught with challenges.

Zubair recalled that 10 years
ago when he first started haul-
ing freight across Afghanistan,
he had three close friends with
whom he often travelled. Five
years ago, as their trucks
crossed a bridge, a US bomb
struck, killing his three friends
instantly. Zubair narrowly es-
caped death.

“We were in fear day and
night, there was war in every
district and every village, there
were mines in every area, and
10 drivers were killed in a day,”
he said.

Many Afghan truck drivers
share similar harrowing experi-
ences. Some survived the con-
flict, only to suffer from severe
psychological trauma.

The 20-year conflict in-
flicted by US forces caused in-
calculable damage to
Afghanistan and its people.
Over 174,000 Afghans, includ-
ing more than 30,000 civilians,
lost their lives during the war,
and nearly a third of the popu-
lation was displaced.

According to the Cluster
Munition Coalition, from 2001
to 2002 the US forces dropped

1,228 cluster bombs containing
248,056 bomblets in
Afghanistan. Some unexploded
bombs are still posing a big
threat to Afghan civilians and
reports of children being killed
by them can be heard every
month.

Afghanistan’s infrastructure
was destroyed by the war, mak-
ing economic development dif-
ficult and leaving millions
struggling to survive. According
to the International Monetary

Fund, Afghanistan’s per capita
GDP never exceeded US$700
during the 20 years of US mili-
tary occupation.

Since the war ended,
Afghanistan has experienced a
significant reduction in violence
and a relative period of peace.
According to the Global Terror-
ism Index, terror deaths fell by
519 in Afghanistan in 2023, an
81per cent improvement. This
was the first year since 2019
that Afghanistan has not been

the country most impacted by
terrorism.

Najibullah Arman, a veteran
Afghan journalist and political
analyst, remarked that during
the 20 years of US occupation,
media coverage was dominated
by reports of bloodshed and vi-
olence. The end of the war has
brought a noticeable improve-
ment in the country’s security
situation, and domestic news is
no longer as oppressive.

“When we’re on the road

now, there are no US warplanes
overhead, and we don’t have to
fear the explosions and gunfire
that were a constant threat dur-
ing the war,” Zubair said, re-
flecting on the peace that has
emerged over the past three
years.

Despite the end of active
conflict, Afghanistan’s recon-
struction faces immense chal-
lenges. The country urgently
needs rebuilding, but US sanc-
tions and other economic pres-
sure have made the task even
more daunting, as they have led
to a brain drain, a shortage of
foreign currency and severe
constraints on Afghanistan’s
economic development.

A World Bank report in April
highlighted the country’s slug-
gish economic performance,
noting that food prices had
dropped by 14.4 per cent year
on year in February, while non-
food prices fell by 4.4 per cent -
a sign of deflation in an econ-
omy already struggling to re-
cover. Arman pointed out that
US sanctions on the banking
sector have made it difficult for
foreign capital to enter the

country, stalling large-scale in-
vestment projects and severely
hindering the national recon-
struction process.

US President Joe Biden in
2022 issued an executive order
allocating half of the US$7bn in
frozen Afghan central bank as-
sets in their country to compen-
sate victims of the 9/11 attacks.
This move has been widely crit-
icised in Afghanistan, where
many see it as an unjust act that
has exacerbated the hardships
faced by ordinary Afghans.

An estimated 23.7mn
Afghans require humanitarian
aid in 2024 - more than half of
the country’s population, with a
staggering nine out of 10 people
living in poverty. The
Afghanistan Humanitarian
Needs and Response Plan 2024
necessitates US$3.06bn to
17.3mn Afghans targeted for as-
sistance, but it had only re-
ceived 16.2 percent of the
required funds as of May 15. 

“The real victims of these
sanctions are the Afghan peo-
ple,” Arman said. “It’s simply
unfair.”
Xinhua 

Gaza City, Palestine - Sev-
eral Palestinians were re-
ported dead in a new
Israeli airstrike on a school
sheltering displaced peo-
ple in Gaza City on Sun-
day, according to a
medical source.

The attack targeted
Safad School in the
Zeitoun neighbourhood in
Gaza City, the source said,
adding that several people
were also injured in the
airstrike.

Israel has systemati-
cally targeted civilian facil-
ities, including schools,
hospitals, and places of
worship, amid its ongoing
offensive on the Gaza Strip
despite a UN Security
Council resolution de-
manding an immediate
ceasefire.

Under the rules of war,
targeting such civilian fa-
cilities can constitute a
war crime.

Last month, at least 100
people were killed and
dozens injured in an Israeli
strike on the Al-Taba’een
School in Gaza City, where
over 6,000 displaced peo-
ple have sheltered.
Anadolu Agency

Several killed
in fresh Israeli
strike on
Gaza school

Afghanistan struggles with nation-rebuilding 3 years after war ends

A senior Hamas official stated on Sunday that the six Israeli hostages recently found in Gaza were killed as a result of ongoing Israeli airstrikes

Two Afghans look at the city of Kabul, Afghanistan, a country which remains deeply scarred by 20 years of war

Kyiv, Ukraine - Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelensky has called
upon Western allies - the United
States, United Kingdom, France,
and Germany - and emphasised
Ukraine’s urgent need for autho-
risation to access long-range ca-
pabilities, including their critical
long-range shells and missiles to
protect people.

Sharing a post on X, Zelensky
said: “These days, a Ukrainian
delegation, including the First
Deputy Prime Minister, the Min-
ister of Defence, representatives
of the General Staff, and the Head
of the Office of the President, is
working in Washington.”

Zelensky further emphasised
Ukraine’s top priority is to equip
its defence forces with long-

range capabilities to prevent Rus-
sia’s terror attacks.

“There have been meetings
at various levels, and one of our
top priorities is securing long-
range capabilities for our De-
fence Forces. This is crucial to
preventing the terror that our

Kharkiv and other cities across
Ukraine are forced to endure.
Clearing Ukrainian skies of Rus-
sian guided bombs is a powerful
step toward forcing Russia to
seek an end to the war and a just
peace,” the post by Zelensky
said on Saturday.

He further said: “Our repre-
sentatives have provided all the
necessary information and de-
tails to our partners. I am calling
on the United States, the United
Kingdom, France, and Germany
- we need the means to fully and
effectively protect Ukraine and
its people. We need permissions
for long-range capabilities, as
well as your long-range shells
and missiles.”
ANI

Zelensky seeks long-range 
missiles from Western allies

Volodymyr Zelensky

The indefinite nationwide strike disrupted the country’s healthcare system

The ones who kill
our people daily 
are the Israeli 
colonisers with
American weapons.
The hostages found
in Gaza were not
killed by us 
IZZAT AL-RISHQ

Israeli army
claimed that
Hamas
executed six
hostages
while they
were in
captivity
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Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh -
Heavy rainfall on Sunday led to
severe flooding in the Rama
Krishna Puram area of Vi-
jayawada in Andhra Pradesh,
submerging houses and cars.

Police and NDRF teams
have initiated rescue and relief
operations, relocating affected
residents to rehabilitation cen-
tres.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has also is-
sued a weather warning for the
next five days.

IMD forecasted heavy rain-
fall accompanied with thun-
derstorms and lightening for
Sunday.

For the following four days,
isolated places in North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Yanam
are expected to experience
thunderstorms with lightning.

On Saturday, a house in Mo-
galrajapuram collapsed due to
a rock falling from a hill, result-
ing in the death of a woman.
Two other women were hospi-
talised and their condition was
said to be stable.

According to the officials,
the house collapsed after a
rock fell from the top of the hill
amid heavy rainfall.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu held
a review meeting on Saturday,
instructing officials to remain
vigilant and alert in rain-af-
fected areas.

He also directed the decla-
ration of school holidays in re-

gions experiencing heavy rain-
fall, the installation of warning
boards near overflowing
streams and rivers, and the is-
suance of alert messages to
mobile phones.

Naidu warned of potential
hazards, including falling
power lines and trees due to
strong winds and rain.

Parts of Vijayawada and
Warangal in Telangana were

affected by rain on Saturday,
leading to waterlogging in sev-
eral areas.

Hyderabad: Schools
to remain shut
Meanwhile, all primary and
secondary schools in Hyder-
abad will remain closed on
Monday amid a forecast of
heavy rainfall in Telangana, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

The Hyderabad district col-

lector announced the closure
as a precautionary measure to
ensure the safety of students.

“Due to the forecast of
heavy rains in Hyderabad Dis-
trict, all primary and secondary
schools, under all manage-
ments (government, aided, and
private), are hereby declared a
holiday on Monday, 02-09-
2024, as a precautionary mea-
sure to ensure the safety of the
children,” the district collector

said in a post on X.
Meanwhile, in Khammam,

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu visited
flood-affected areas and relief
shelters in his constituency,
specifically Vagavedu village
and Madhira Mandal, during
the early hours. He also di-
rected officials to make neces-
sary arrangements for flood
victims.

The water flow of Hussain

Sagar Lake in Hyderabad has
increased.

Earlier, CM Revanth Reddy
instructed all government de-
partment officials to be on high
alert.

According to the latest
weather update from Telan-
gana, Dr K Nagaratnam, the di-
rector of the Hyderabad
Meteorological Centre, said
the state is likely to experience
light to moderate rainfall over
the next three days.

“Red warnings have been is-
sued for today and tomorrow
in Telangana. East and north-
east districts are under red
warnings, while north and
south districts have been is-
sued orange warnings for the
same period. All districts are
under heavy rainfall warnings.
GHMC is expected to see
moderate to heavy rains at
times. Hyderabad is under an
orange warning for today and
tomorrow,” he said.

The IMD’s press release on
Saturday said that the South-
west monsoon has been active
over Telangana, adding that
very heavy rainfall occurred at
isolated places in Narayanpet
and heavy rainfall occurred at
most places in Mahabubabad,
a few places in Warangal, and
isolated places in B Kothagu-
dem, Khammam, Mahabubna-
gar, Mulugu, Nagarkurnool,
Suryapet, and Wanaparthy dis-
tricts of Telangana.
ANI

INDIA

Rains wreak havoc in Andhra Pradesh

An aerial view of a partially submerged area following heavy rainfall at Rama Krishna Puram in Vijayawada on Sunday (ANI)

Bengaluru, Karnataka - Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
conducted an inspection of the
Vande Bharat sleeper coaches
at BEML in Bengaluru on Sun-
day.

“We expect the passenger
operation of Vande Bharat
sleeper trains in three months
from now...This is a full sleeper
version,” Vaishnaw told re-
porters after the inspection.

The Minister said that the
manufacturing of the Vande
Bharat sleeper coaches have
been completed and they will
come out from the BEML fac-
tory in the coming few days.

“We are starting on a very
important journey today as you
are aware after the success of

the Vande Bharat chair-car, the
manufacturing and designing of
the Vande Bharat sleeper was
something for which all of us
were waiting. We all were
working on the manufacturing
of it. That manufacturing is
complete. Vande Bharat sleeper
coaches will come out from the

BEML factory in the coming
days,” Vaishnaw said. “It was a
long journey. Designing a new
train is complex work. There are
a lot of new features in Vande
Bharat Sleeper,” he added.

He said that the Vande
Bharat chair-car, Vande Bharat
sleeper, Vande Bharat metro,
and Amrit Bharat will change
the way people travel in India.

“These projects reflect the
aspirational India under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” he said.

Earlier in the day, Vaishnaw
laid the foundation stone of a
new hangar for standard and
broad gauge rolling stock man-
ufacturing at BEML.
ANI

‘Expect operation of Vande
Bharat sleeper in 3 months’

There is no ‘powergroup’, says Mammootty
Kochi, Kerala - Veteran actor
Mammootty on Sunday shared
his thoughts on the ongoing
controversy in the Malayalam
film industry following sexual
harassment allegations made
by actresses and also reacted to
the Justice Hema Committee
report that was recently made
public.

In a post on Facebook, Mam-
mootty penned a long note that
read: “This post is based on the
current developments that
Malayalam cinema is facing.
The organisational method is
that the organisation and lead-
ership of the actors react first.
Waited this much because I be-
lieve that I should give my opin-
ion as a member only after such
professional responses. 

“Cinema is the epitome of

society. All the good and bad in
society is in the movie. The film
industry is something that soci-
ety pays close attention to.
Therefore, all the small and big
things that happen there will be
a big discussion. 

“In order to prevent anything
unpleasant from happening,

filmmakers need to be careful
and vigilant so that nothing un-
toward happens in this sector.”

Praising the initiative of the
Hema Committee, he stated:
“The Justice Hema Committee
was formed by the government
to study the film industry and
prepare a report to suggest so-

lutions and recommend mea-
sures after something hap-
pened that should never have
happened. 

“We wholeheartedly wel-
come and support the recom-
mendations and solutions
outlined in that report. It is high
time that all associations in the
film industry join hands without
distinction to implement them. 

“The police investigation is
proceeding vigorously on the
complaints that have been
raised. The full version of the
Justice Hema committee report
is before the court. 

“There is no ‘powergroup’ in
cinema. Cinema is not an arena
where such things can exist...
Ultimately the film must sur-
vive,” he said.
ANI

Veteran actor Mammootty

Pakistan: Nawaz Sharif proposes across-the-board dialogue
Islamabad, Pakistan - Amid po-
litical turmoil, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) Presi-
dent Nawaz Sharif has said that
an across-the-board dialogue
should be created, which would
involve all major political parties,
including Imran Khan-founded
Tehreek-e-Insaf, according to
ARY News.

He said that the dialogue
should also involve the state in-
stitutions to steer Pakistan out of
crises.

President Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
attempted to woo their former
ally, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the
chief of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F), who had declared a solo
flight against the government
earlier this month, when they
proposed to bring everyone on
board.

The top brass of the PML-N
met at the Model Town head-
quarters on Saturday to discuss
a wide range of topics, such as

the recent relief provided to elec-
tricity users, the reforms being
implemented by local authorities
in Punjab, and the restructuring
of the ruling party in Punjab, ac-
cording to ARY News.

The rival PTI, which is being
targeted by the authorities in the
wake of the May 9 riots, was the
subject of discussion during the

conference as well.
Following the meeting, PML-

N issued a statement, which
quoted Nawaz Sharif as saying:
“All political parties, govern-
ments, and institutions should
join hands in decision-making.
(They)...need to sit together to
steer the country out of crises.”

The PML-N supremo’s state-

ment came amid reports that
PML-N Punjab President Rana
Sanaullah has been tasked to ap-
proach Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PkMAP) chief
Mahmood Khan Achakzai.

Achakzai notably heads the
PTI-dominated opposition al-
liance for constitutional
supremacy for talks. He is the
leader of Pashtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party and is the head of
the Tehreek-e-Tahaffuz-e-Ain,
comprising PTI, the SIC, the

MWM, and the BNP-M. Imran
Khan’s party later proposed to
include all opposition parties in
this alliance.

Meanwhile, Sanaullah clari-
fied, saying: “I met Achakzai
sahib as he is a veteran politician
who stood with the PML-N lead-
ership during testing times.”

“I relayed to him Nawaz
Sharif’s regard for him and asked
him to get along with the PML-
N,” Sanaullah told Dawn.

Pakistan’s Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif expressed his
reservations against holding
talks with Imran Khan’s party,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Pak-
istan-based daily, The Express
Tribune reported. Speaking at a
party meeting in Lahore on Sat-
urday, Asif said: “I am not in
favour of talks with PTI.”

Asif added that he was not in-
volved in any teams which are in
talks with PTI through Mahmood
Khan Achakzai.
ANI

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif

All political parties,
governments, and
institutions should
join hands in 
decision-making...
need to sit together
to steer the country
out of crises 
NAWAZ SHARIF

Police and NDRF teams have 
initiated rescue and relief 
operations, relocating affected 
residents to rehabilitation centres

The India Meteorological Department has also issued a weather warning for the next five days

Union Railway Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw speaks to the media

Manila, The Philippines - The
Philippines has reported three
new mpox cases, bringing the
total number of active cases in
the country to eight this year,
the Health Ministry an-
nounced on Sunday.

According to a report from
the Manila Times, mpox
surveillance systems identified
two cases in Metro Manila and
one in the Calabarzon region.
All three cases involve the
milder MPXV clade II variant.
Since July 2022, the Philip-
pines has recorded a total of 17
mpox cases.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has classified
the global mpox situation as a
‘public health emergency of in-
ternational concern’.

In 2024, more than a
dozen African countries have

reported mpox outbreaks,
with the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo accounting for
over 90 per cent of the re-
ported cases. The variant cir-
culating in Africa is believed
to be both more contagious
and more deadly than the
‘clade II’ variant.
Anadolu Agency

Philippines detects 3
more mpox cases

Mpox surveillance
systems identified
2 cases in Metro
Manila and one in
Calabarzon 
region. All three
cases involve the
milder MPXV
clade II variant



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
You've done your best to keep a delicate issue under wraps for some

time, but it's become a lot more difficult lately, mostly because of one

particular person who's managed to burrow quite deeply into not just

this particular situation, but others as well. When it becomes clear

that they're going out of their way to make things melodramatic, don't

be afraid to give them their walking papers. The Universe is most

definitely on your side.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Regardless of what the Universe tosses your way or how suddenly it's

tossed, you've always been much more liable to wait, think, and

consider what to do next than to react immediately. That trait has

come in handy more than once, but it won't do the job now. What's

called for at the moment is the ability to act quickly and be bold

enough to make the consequences of those actions stick, both of

which you definitely have covered.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
A while back, someone happened to mention to you that keeping

things peaceful between friends and family members was something

you were pretty darned good at. The nurturer in you loved that, and

ever since, you've done your best to foster that reputation. A serious

challenge is en route now, one that will take all your best efforts to

resolve. Your antennae are keen, however, so you probably already

know what's coming. Start work on that project now.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Ready to be the boss? To pass out tasks, delegate authority, and

make sure everyone under you is toeing the line? Of course you are.

You've been studying for the part your entire life. Well, it's showtime.

Don't let anyone who's jealous undermine you, whether it's by tossing

you a demeaning glance or making a snide comment. You know

you're good, and you know the higher-ups know that or they wouldn't

have chosen you. Ignore the intruder. They'll definitely be gone soon.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Some secrets just won't stay hidden no matter how hard 

you try, and apparently you've run into one of them. 

Now, when this issue just refuses to stay put, your mission

will be to put on a happy face, the kind of face that tells the

world at large you're absolutely delighted about all this, and

act, perhaps, as if you thought everyone already knew

anyway.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Ordinarily, you're quite merciful when it comes to verbal debates

with those who obviously aren't in your intellectual league. You'll do

that now for as long as you possibly can, but if they push the

envelope, let's just say you'll not only win the debate (if you can call

it that) hands down, but you'll also be able to walk away with your

head held high and your pride intact, which is much more than your

adversary will be able to say.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
If you haven't yet had the chance to walk on fire, physically, that is,

that doesn't mean you haven't done it in a hundred other ways,

symbolically speaking. When the person you adore asks for

something they think is so above and beyond the call of duty that

even you might not be able to pull it off, you'll be just tickled to

announce that doing something like this for someone like them is

nothing at all. For someone like you, anyway.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Fevers aren't just physical in nature, as you already know.

They can also be emotional, spiritual, and intellectual. 

At the moment, you're feeling warm to the touch, and it's 

not just your forehead that will tell the tale. You're hot

because you're running on high, emotionally speaking, 

and even if you could take something to make it stop, you'd

pass.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Change is necessary for several reasons, and you completely

understand that. After all, change is second nature to you, and the

more sudden the better. Still, even you occasionally have a problem

adapting, especially if it happens without your input. Fortunately,

everything that's going on now was more or less personally

orchestrated by you. Count your blessings and resolve to be patient

if it's not always this way.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Regardless of the time spent together, there are ups and downs in

every relationship. You, of course, know that. You understand the

importance of time spent together, so you're less likely than most to

leave a relationship when times are tough. Now, when times are

anything but tough, you're also more likely to express your gratitude

and appreciation in a wonderful, thoughtful, yet practical way. Just

don't be too practical. A nice long hug is priceless.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
You've never been especially fond of idle chatter. It's not that you

don't like chatting with friends. You just don't like wasting your time

on conversation that means nothing at all. In fact, you don't like

participating in anything that doesn't have a meaningful ending.

You've been dealing with that type of thing for days and you're tired

of it, but there's light at the end of this tunnel now, and you know it,

the kind that will actually show you something.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Talking you into parting with your hard-earned cash won't be an

easy task at the moment, even for the most skilled sales clerk. Of

course, if you do see the perfect item, heaven help anyone who

tries to come between you and your purchase. You're famous for

going through obstacles, not around them. Impulse may be your

middle name, but for the time being, determination will run a close

second.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. What 1973 film starring Al Pa-
cino, John Randolph and Tony
Roberts is based on the true
story of New York City police-
man who went undercover to
expose the corruption of his fel-
low officers?
A. Rain Man
B. Serpico
C. The French Connection
D .The Third Man

2. Where did Mulligatawny
enter the world cuisine from?
A. Northern Ireland
B. Sri Lanka
C. Scotland
D. Pakistan

3. One of the cratons, or rela-
tively stable areas, in the South
American tectonic plate is
known as the what Shield?
A. Atacama
B. Brazilian
C. Guiana
D. Altiplano

ACROSS

1) Deadly shark

5) Up to the task

9) Poker challenge

14) "The Good Wife" actor

Cumming

15) Postal delivery

16) Freak out

17) Skimpy skirt

18) "_ la Douce"

19) Amherst sch.

20) Exceeding one's

wildest dreams

23) Harmony, to a zen

master

24) " Bye Bye Bye" group

27) "Who_?" (slangy

query)

28) D.C. baseball team

30) "Got it!"

32)_ Spumante

35) Strikes out

36) New Jersey's Fort_

37) Stay out of public view

41) Chemical suffix

42) Hard as_ (tough)

43) Like the Sahara

44) Court divider

45) Justice Dept. em-

ployee

46) Stubborn beast

48) Scarlett's guy

50) Serving dish

54) 2010 Denzel Wash-

ington thriller

57) Come clean?

60) Tulsa's state (Abbr.)

61) Oil cartel

62) Elite military unit

63) Face-to-face exam

64) Sty cry

65) Oscar winner Davis

66) Indian bride's dress

67) June 6, 1944
DOWN

1) Dance originating in

Cuba

2) Roswell visitor, suppos-

edly

3) Kim's husband

4) Bowlful with chips

5) Surrounded by

6) Snarky comments

7) Key_pie

8) Airline to Israel

9) " Sounds right"

10) Warm and cozy

11) Tiny battery

12) CD predecessors

13) Guitar master Paul

21) PBS funder

22) Lay to rest

25) Very bottom

26) Cook-off dish

28) In recent days

29) Skiers' paradise

31) Unceremoniously let

go

32) Related (to)

33) Passover meal

34) Gear parts

35) "No dawdling!"

38) Object of loathing

39) Coffee bar order

40) Whoppers and Big

Macs, e.g.

46) High-pH substance

47) _ Paulo, Brazil

49) Hawke of Hollywood

50) Of the Arctic

51) Not so hot?

52) Justice Kagan

53) Lucy's sitcom husband

55) Hecklers' chorus

56) Cajun veggie

57) Groceries holder

58) Chowed down

59) Pigskin prop

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD

Answers:1. B  2. B  3. C



Leverkusen, Germany - Bayer
Leverkusen’s 35-game unbeaten
Bundesliga run ended on Satur-
day when visiting RB Leipzig
came from two goals down to
snatch a 3-2 win helped by a Lois
Openda double.

Champions Leverkusen dom-
inated from the start and Jeremie
Frimpong opened the scoring in
the 38th minute with a low strike
from close range before Alejan-
dro Grimaldo doubled the lead
just before the break.

Leipzig pulled a goal back
through midfielder Kevin Kampl
deep in first-half stoppage time,
however, and Openda levelled in
the 57th minute before he fired
home an unstoppable shot from
distance which gave Leverkusen
keeper Matej Kovar no chance.

The game was halted for a late
penalty check for Leverkusen but
the referee decided Castello
Lukeba’s challenge on Patrik
Schick did not merit a spot-kick
after consulting with VAR.

Leipzig are the first team to
beat Leverkusen in the Bun-
desliga for 462 days, since VfL
Bochum did so 3-0 on the last
day of the 2022-23 season.

Xabi Alonso’s side were one
result away from matching Ham-
burg’s tally of 36 games un-
beaten in the 1982-83 season.

It is the second-longest run in
history after Bayern Munich’s
record 53 under Pep Guardiola

from 2012 to 2014.
Leipzig moved to the top of

the table on six points with Lev-
erkusen in ninth on three.

“We had the chance to finish
the game, but the goals we 
conceded were far too easy,”
said Leverkusen captain
Jonathan Tah. “We defend as a
team, but we fell asleep a few
times and of course we’re going

to be punished.”
Frimpong netted the opener

after Tah sent in a long ball and
the defender squeezed the ball
into the net inside the near post.

Grimaldo struck with his first
touch and Victor Boniface
missed an excellent chance to
make it 3-0 following a corner in
first-half stoppage time.

But Leipzig gained confidence

after Kampl scored with a diving
header and Openda equalised
before the hour mark from a long
Benjamin Sesko pass and he nut-
megged Tapsoba to find the net
again in the 80th minute.

“We knew it was going to be
very hard to play here, Lev-
erkusen play lethal football. We
wanted to be courageous and get
on the front foot,” said Kampl.
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Istanbul, Turkey - Former
Ivory Coast defender Sol
Bamba has died aged 39,
Turkish club Adanaspor,
where he was technical di-
rector, said on Saturday.

Bamba played for Cardiff
City, Leeds United and Le-
icester City. He also had
spells with Italian side
Palermo, Scottish clubs
Dunfermline Athletic and
Hibernian, and Turkish side
Trabzonspor.

He made 46 appear-
ances for his country, scor-
ing one goal and retired in
January 2023 and went into
coaching, serving as assis-
tant manager at Cardiff be-
fore taking up the role of
technical director at
Adanaspor. “Our technical
director Souleymane
Bamba, who fell ill before
yesterday’s match against
Manisa Football Club, was
taken to Manisa Celal Bayar
University Hospital and
sadly lost his battle for life,”
Adanaspor said in a state-
ment.

Belgian striker
scores brace
as Leipzig end
champions’
35-game
unbeaten run 

OPENDA SHUTS
LEVERKUSEN UP 

Leverkusen, Germany - Bayer
Leverkusen coach Xabi Alonso
asked for more unity in defence
after the German champions
saw their impressive unbeaten
run in the Bundesliga end with a
3-2 defeat by RB Leipzig on Sat-
urday.

Leverkusen were up 2-0 after
goals by Jeremie Frimpong and
Alejandro Grimaldo but let the
advantage slip as Kevin Kampl
pulled a goal back for Leipzig in
first-half stoppage time and Lois
Openda added a brace following
halftime.

“We’ll take a lot of positives
and negatives from this game,”
Alonso told a press conference.

“We played a good game in
the first half. We were happy
with that and wanted to build on
it in the second. 

“We had no control in the sec-
ond half and gave Leipzig too
much space. We didn’t do well in
the back line.

“We will learn from these
mistakes. It’s not good to let an
opponent come back after lead-
ing 2-0. But it’s a process, we’re
still early in the season.”

Leipzig snapped Leverkusen’s
35-game unbeaten streak, leav-
ing them one result away from

matching Hamburg’s tally of 36
games unbeaten in 1982-83 -
Bundesliga’s second-longest run
after Bayern Munich’s record of
53 under Pep Guardiola.

“We were in a good flow after
taking a 2-0 lead, but we then
have to be ready to defend,”
Alonso added.

“We want to attack together,
but we also have to defend to-
gether. We’ll work through the
game after the international
break.”

Leverkusen were the better
side and could have gained a big-
ger advantage before the break
with early chances through Ed-
mond Tapsoba and Piero Hin-
capie, the latter hitting the bar
with a header.

“Of course it hurts because
we didn’t take our chances
today,” said Frimpong, who gave
Leverkusen the lead on the night.

“In the end we lost because
Leipzig took their chances better.
It was a good game, but we have
to score goals. We will continue
to work on that in training.”

Leverkusen next visit Hoffen-
heim on Sept. 14 before travelling
to Feyenoord for their Champi-
ons League opener five days
later.

‘We didn’t do
well in defence’ 

Xabi Alonso

We had the chance
to finish the game,
but the goals we
conceded were far
too easy. We defend
as a team, but we
fell asleep a few
times and of course
we’re going to be
punished
JONATHAN TAH

RB Leipzig’s Lois Openda celebrates with teammates after scoring against Bayer Leverkusen on Saturday

Bremen, Germany - Borussia
Dortmund were held to a 0-0
draw by Werder Bremen in the
Bundesliga on Saturday, and
coach Nuri Sahin was quick to
point out that the lack of pace
was not the way to play and that
his side needed to improve.

Dortmund failed to pose any
real threat aside of a 20-yard ef-
fort from substitute Karim
Adeyemi in the second half, and
centre-back Nico Schlotterbeck
was sent off in the 73rd minute
after picking up a second yellow
card for a tackle on Bremen
striker Justin Njinmah.

“As Borussia Dortmund, we

have to perform differently, even
if the team has undergone
changes and has a new coach,”
Sahin, who was appointed in
June, told a press conference.

“It would be a very cheap ex-

cuse to say it is because of the
transfer window. We have
worked very well in the market.
Still, we are expected to play bet-
ter,” the coach added.

The 35-year-old boss recog-
nised the defensive processes
are already working well, as
Dortmund have not conceded a
goal after two games following
their 2-0 home victory to Eintra-
cht Frankfurt last week.

They will look to extend their
unbeaten run at the German top
flight when they host Heiden-
heim on Sept. 13 before facing
Club Brugge for their Champions
League opener five days later.

Leao comes to the rescue of Milan
Rome, Italy - Rafael Leao came
off the bench to earn AC Milan a
2-2 draw with Lazio at the Stadio
Olimpico on Saturday, but Paulo
Fonseca’s side are still without a
Serie A win this season.

Milan were in front at the
break through Serbian defender
Strahinja Pavlovic’s eighth-
minute goal, but Lazio hit back in
the second half as Valentin
Castellanos and Boulaye Dia
scoring in quick succession.

Fonseca reacted by sending
on four substitutes, which had an
immediate impact with Leao net-
ting two minutes after coming on
as the game came to life after an
opening half light on entertain-
ment. Another substitute Tammy
Abraham had a late chance to
grab a win for the visitors but his
effort was saved and Milan are
14th in the standings with two
points from three games, with

Lazio in eight place on four.
Fonseca sent a strong mes-

sage to his side, dropping Leao
and Theo Hernandez and making

four changes from the team who
lost at Parma last weekend, but in
the end he had the Portuguese
forward to thank.

Napoli’s Romelu Lukaku celebrates with Giovanni Di Lorenzo after scoring against Parma

Naples, Italy - Napoli’s Romelu
Lukaku and Andre Zambo An-
guissa scored in stoppage time to
snatch a dramatic 2-1 comeback
win over promoted Parma in
Serie A on Saturday.

Antonio Conte’s side moved
up to fourth in the standings fol-
lowing their second victory of the
campaign.

Feisty Parma, who beat Milan
last week, looked to be on their
way to a second win of the sea-
son thanks to a 19th-minute
penalty from Ange-Yoan Bonny.

The visitors had chances to
extend the lead but Napoli looked
more threatening after the break
when new signing Lukaku came
on to the pitch.

The momentum changed sig-
nificantly when Parma keeper
Zion Suzuki was shown a second
yellow card for a foul on David
Neres, causing defender Enrico
Del Prato to take over in goal with

no further substitutions available.
Napoli thought they had won

a penalty for a foul on Giovanni
Simeone, only for it to be over-
turned by VAR in the 90th
minute.

But Lukaku grabbed the
equaliser two minutes later with
a low shot from 12 yards from a
Leonardo Spinazzolla through
ball before Zambo Anguissa’s
header sealed the win in front of
an ecstatic home crowd in the
96th minute. 

Osimhen out of
Napoli squad 
Victor Osimhen has not been in-
cluded in Napoli’s official 23-man
Serie A squad for this season,
after the Nigerian striker’s ex-
pected move away from the club
failed to materialise.

Osimhen’s 26 goals helped
Napoli to their Scudetto win two
seasons ago, but it has all turned

sour since and although the
want-away player is still at the
club, for now he plays no part in
their plans.

The 25-year-old signed a con-
tract extension with Napoli last
December, keeping him at the
club until 2026 and with a re-
ported release clause of 130 mil-
lion euros. A month later, club
president Aurelio De Laurentiis
said Osimhen would leave at the
end of the season, and in recent
days his expected destination ap-
peared to be Chelsea or Saudi Pro
League club Al-Ahli.

Negotiations went on until the
transfer window closed in both
Italy and England on Friday, but
with Osimhen’s wage demands
apparently not met by Chelsea it
appeared he was on his way to
Saudi Arabia. Napoli, however,
did not accept the offer from Al
Ahli, who then signed Ivan Toney
from Brentford.

AC Milan’s Rafael Leao celebrates with Tammy Abraham after scoring

against Lazio on Saturday 

Nuri Sahin

Lukaku scores as Napoli secure
last-gasp win against  Parma

Former Ivory
Coast defender
Sol Bamba, 39,
passes away 

Sol Bamba

Sahin: Dortmund have to improve 



Lisbon, Portugal - German
Roger Schmidt has been sacked
as head coach of Portugal’s Ben-
fica, the club said on Saturday.

Schmidt had a contract until
June 2026, but he has faced
strong opposition from support-
ers as Benfica won only two of
their first four games of the sea-
son.

Benfica initially stated on
their website that discussions

had begun with Schmidt re-
garding the immediate ter-
mination of his contract.

Shortly thereafter, Presi-
dent Rui Costa 
announced the
separation. “The
coach has been
informed that he
is no longer the
coach of Benfica,”
he said.

On Friday, Schmidt’s
team managed only a 1-1
draw at Moreirense. Ben-
fica have only garnered

seven points
from the first
four league
matches. 

“ W e
wanted stabil-
ity, but after

four match

days, our results and perfor-
mances have led us to the con-
clusion that we need to change
the coach. We want to present
the new coach soon,” Costa
said.

According to the Portugal’s
biggest sports paper, A Bola, for-
mer Benfica coach Bruno Lage is
the favourite to succeed
Schmidt.

Schmidt had been Benfica

coach since July 2022, with a
contract running until June 30,
2026. The 57-year old German
coach had failed to win a major
title with the success-spoiled
Benfica team last season. At
that time, the former Bundesliga
coach still had the backing of
President Costa, who believed in
the coach’s qualities despite
strong criticism from Benfica
fans.

London, England - Erling Haa-
land’s scoring exploits already
made him a daunting prospect
for Premier League defenders
but the Norwegian striker’s sec-
ond hat-trick in as many games
against West Ham United on
Saturday suggests he may have
got even better.

The 24-year-old Norwegian
scored his 11th hat-trick for City
to extend the champions’ perfect
start to their title defence, notch-
ing up his seventh goal in three
league games this season.

Haaland’s first was a sublime
finish past Alphonse Areola after
Bernardo Silva played him in
one-on-one while his second
was a close-range thunderbolt
that almost broke the net.

When he charged towards
goal late on there was no doubt-
ing the outcome, so much so that
City boss Pep Guardiola thinks
defenders cannot deny him even

with extreme measures.
“The first goal, Bernardo wins

the ball, pass the ball and finish
or the third goal, with the space
behind, it’s unstoppable,”
Guardiola told reporters.

“There is no central defender,
not even with a gun – it’s impos-
sible, so fast, so powerful.”

Guardiola said Haaland had
struggled with niggles last sea-
son, when he was still the
league’s top scorer with 27 goals,
and was now an even more dev-
astating player.

Haaland, who recorded his
70th Premier League goal in his
69th game, said he was feeling
the benefits of having a rest.

“I feel good, I feel energised,”
he told Sky Sports. “I had a long
vacation and pre-season. I feel
good. The years I’ve been here
have been really fast. Now I’ve
got some rest in my body and my
feet. Now I’m ready for more.”

London, England - Erling Haa-
land’s second successive hat-
trick propelled Manchester City
to a 3-1 win at West Ham United
on Saturday, maintaining the
champions’ perfect start to the
Premier League season.

The Norwegian striker missed
an early chance but made no
mistake with the second, calmly
slotting past Alphonse Areola to
put City ahead in the 10th minute
after Bernardo Silva dispos-
sessed Lucas Paqueta in midfield.

West Ham equalised against
the run of play after 18 minutes,
when Ruben Dias deflected Jar-
rod Bowen’s cross into his own
net, before Haaland restored
City’s lead on the half-hour mark,
smashing a vicious shot beyond
Areola from close range.

Haaland almost turned
provider in the 38th minute,
playing a lovely cushioned pass
into the path of Rico Lewis but
the full back blazed his shot over
the bar.

Kevin De Bruyne nearly added
a third just before the break as

City threatened to extend their
lead, but his free kick from the
edge of the box skimmed the
roof of the net.

West Ham almost levelled
shortly after halftime through a
quick break as Mohammed
Kudus hit the post, with the
chance galvanising the home
crowd and West Ham’s players.

But Haaland secured the win
with another cool finish in the
83rd minute, charging on to
Matheus Nunes’ through ball
and lifting his shot over substi-
tute keeper Lukasz Fabianski.

The striker followed up last
week’s treble against Ipswich
Town to record his seventh goal
in three games this season and
his 70th Premier League strike in
69 appearances.

He nearly scored a fourth 
in the fifth minute of added 
time but Fabianski saved
his shot from a tight
angle before Ederson
denied Crysencio
Summerville a late
consolation.

Palace hold Chelsea 
Chelsea had to settle for a 1-1
home draw against Crystal
Palace after a second-half
equaliser by Eberechi Eze gave
the visitors their first point of the
Premier League season on Sun-
day as they bounced back from a
poor start in a much-improved
second half. The hosts broke the
deadlock in the 25th minute
when Noni Madueke surged
down the right before picking out
Cole Palmer, whose deft pass
found Nicolas Jackson steaming
through the centre to score with
ease from close range.

Palace found their mojo as Eze
equalised in the 53rd, picking up
the rebound from Cheick
Doucoure's blocked shot and
curling the ball beautifully into
the net from outside the box.

In another match, Newcastle
United's striker Alexander

Isak secured a 2-1 win
against Tottenham
with a simple tap-in
as they weathered a

second-half storm.

Guardiola: Haaland
is unstoppable,
‘even with a gun’

HAALAND
HAT-TRICK FEST  
CONTINUES

Atletico Madrid’s Angel Correa celebrates after scoring against Athletic Bilbao

Bilbao, Spain - Angel Correa’s
strike from a counter-attack in
stoppage time gave Atletico
Madrid a hard-fought 1-0 LaLiga
victory at Athletic Bilbao on Sat-
urday.

In an entertaining game in
which both teams struggled to
find a clinical edge despite plenty
of attacking quality on show, the
visitors finally broke the deadlock
two minutes into added time.

Atletico forward Alexander
Sorloth stole the ball from de-
fender Inigo Lekue on the halfway
line and set up substitute Correa
who, four minutes after coming
off the bench, took it past the
goalkeeper before tapping into
the empty net.

Sorloth missed an absolute sit-
ter two minutes later, but his mis-
take ended up not costing
Atletico their second win of the

season.
They climbed to second in the

standings on eight points, four
behind leaders Barcelona. Last
season’s Copa del Rey champi-
ons Athletic Bilbao are 10th on
four points.

Diego Simeone’s Atletico trav-
elled to Bilbao under duress after
a dour scoreless home draw with
promoted Espanyol on Wednes-
day and were forced to make a
late change with goalkeeper Jan
Oblak ruled out due to illness.

Facing the team who knocked
them out of the Copa del Rey at
the semi-final stage last season,
Atletico were solid in defence.

Clearcut chances were rare for
either side, although the hosts
controlled possession and forced
replacement goalkeeper Juan
Musso to make a brilliant save
from an Oihan Sancet strike. 
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Norwegian striker scores all three goals as
Manchester City quell West Ham’s challenge

Manchester City’s Erling Haaland scores against West Ham United on Saturday

Pep Guardiola Barcelona, Spain - Forward
Raphinha scored the first hat-
trick of his career and delivered
two assists to guide an imperious
Barcelona to a 7-0 rout of Real
Valladolid in LaLiga on Saturday.

Barcelona will go to the inter-
national break on top of the
standings on a perfect 12 points
from four games, five ahead of
second-placed Villarreal and
seven clear of bitter rivals Real
Madrid in fourth, both of whom
have a game in hand.

Facing a Valladolid who gave
champions Real Madrid a
tough game last weekend,
Barcelona were ruthless
and showed from the
start why they have been
Spain’s most impressive
side this season under new
manager Hansi Flick.

Raphinha and Robert
Lewandowski gave the
host a two-goal lead within
four minutes with similar efforts
from counter-attacks, control-
ling long balls by Pau Cubarsi
and Lamine Yamal before tidy
finishes past the goalkeeper.

Jules Kounde extended the
lead striking a rebound from a

corner in added time before the
break and, after Lewandowski hit
the post, Raphinha scored twice
from close range to extend
Barca’s lead.

The Brazil international con-
tinued his masterclass with an

assist to new signing Dani Olmo
who, after hitting the post twice
and missing an absolute sitter
from close-range, finally man-
aged to score in the 82nd minute
in his first start for Barca.

Substitute Ferran Torres com-
pleted the drubbing from another
assist by Raphinha who is second
in the LaLiga top-scorer race with
three goals, one behind
Lewandowski.

Raphinha said that starting
the season with four consecutive
wins is a statement the players’

needed to make to prove their
worth. “Today’s game has

shown that there is no
need for anyone else to

come. We are very
happy because of

that,” Raphinha told
Movistar Plus.

“We are in very
good shape. The team

is working hard. Today’s
result shows what we are

working for. We saw that the
coach (Hansi Flick) was in the
sideline asking for more (goals)
and that’s our mentality.

“We are hungry and want to
score as many goals as we can.
When we are dominant like we
have been, the best way to re-
spect our rivals is not taking the
foot off the gas.”

Raphinha hits hat-trick as
Barca thump Valladolid

Roger Schmidt

Benfica fire coach Schmidt after poor start to season 

Correa late goal hands
Atletico win at Athletic

Barcelona’s Raphinha celebrates

after scoring a hat-trick against

Real Valladolid on Saturday
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CLASSIFIEDS 

A smart, honest and efficient
male, having a total experience
of 22 years+ in MIS, Budget,
Cashflow,Treasury, Banking,
Tax, Audit, with the knowledge
of SAP FICO, ERP, GPS, Tally,
is looking for a senior position
in Accounts & Finance.
Contact: +968-91468679,
Email:
amitpandit007@gmail.com.

SEND 
YOUR

REQUEST
FOR

SITUATION WANTED






 





 



Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.

FOR 
RENT/SALE

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil - 9 5616835
Girish Sewani - 9 3893596

Birthday/
Anniversary 

wishes to 
wish@apexmedia.co.om

with your resident 
card copy 

(It’s free of cost)

Indian male over 15 years ex-
perience in a leading MNC for
civil project, fitout project and
planning engineer with valid
Oman driving licence is look-
ing for a suitable placement.
Contact: +968-96568922

An experienced teacher with
master’s in Food Science &
Nutrition, seeking roles in ele-
mentary school teaching/food
quality department in hotels or
food companies. Contact:
+968-79115006 92781722
email:  abreezaanees60401
@gmail.com

New York, US - Jannik Sinner
avoided the fate of his top rivals,
reaching the fourth round of the
US Open while fellow top seed
Iga Swiatek gained momentum in
her quest for a sixth Grand Slam
title after a pep talk from Serena
Williams on Saturday.

With defending champion
Novak Djokovic forced out by a
shock loss to Alexei Popyrin in
the third round on Friday and an-
other title contender, Carlos Al-
caraz, sent crashing by Botic van
de Zandschulp in round two a
day earlier, all eyes were on Sin-
ner.

The Italian, who has managed
the intense scrutiny following a
doping controversy in the build-
up to the tournament, thumped
Christopher O’Connell 6-1 6-4 6-
2 to underline his credentials as
the outright favourite at the
year’s final major.

“This sport is unpredictable,
no? Whenever you drop a little
bit of your level, you know, if it’s
mental, if it’s tennis-wise or phys-
ical, at the end it has a huge im-
pact on the result,” Sinner said
about the exits of Djokovic and
Alcaraz. “Both opponents who
they lost against played incredi-
ble tennis. And it happens. So I
just watch on my side what I have
to do, you know, that I guess I’ve
done, and then we’ll see what I
can do.”

Up next for the Australian
Open champion is Tommy Paul,
who is among a group of players
keen to end a 21-year American
wait for a homegrown major win-

ner, since Andy Roddick claimed
the title in New York.

Paul, the 14th seed, recovered
from a first-set wobble to over-
come Canadian Gabriel Diallo 6-
7(5) 6-3 6-1 7-6(3) and hoped to
counter Sinner’s “bang-bang ten-
nis” when they clash. “He’s prob-
ably the best ball striker on tour
and I’m not,” Paul said. “I don’t
want to go toe to toe just banging
on the baseline with him. I want
to try and mix things up.”

Paul’s compatriot and sixth

seed Jessica Pegula advanced in
the women’s draw with a 6-3 6-
3 win over Jessica Bouzas
Maneiro, but Ashlyn Krueger fell
6-1 6-1 to Liudmila Samsonova.

French Open champion
Swiatek later swatted aside
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 6-4
6-2 with a near-flawless perfor-
mance after a chat with 23-times
major winner Williams, who re-
turned to the U.S. Open as a fan
having stepped away from tennis
in 2022.

“It was really nice to see her.
She has a lot of positive energy.
It’s nice that she came onsite and
she was chatting with the play-
ers,” a star-struck Swiatek said.

“It was nice that she approach
me, because I wouldn’t, for sure,
find the courage to do that if it
was the other way round. But,
yeah, she’s really nice and really
positive.

“I’m happy she’s following ten-
nis and my game, because she
told me she’s cheering for me.”

Roland Garros and Wimble-
don runner-up Jasmine Paolini
beat Yulia Putintseva 6-3 6-4 as
the diminutive Italian continued
to fly under the radar, but she
could face a big hurdle with
Czech Karolina Muchova up
next.

Muchova, who is rediscover-
ing her best form after 10 months
out with a wrist injury, outclassed
Anastasia Potapova 6-4 6-2.

Australian Alex de Minaur’s
injury problems are more recent,
but the 10th seed shrugged off a
frustrating hip issue that has
dogged him since Wimbledon to
outlast Briton Dan Evans 6-3 6-7
(4-7) 6-0 6-0.

Evans beat Karen Khachanov
in the longest U.S. Open match of
the professional era on Tuesday
but finally ran out of gas.

Caroline Wozniacki showed
she had plenty left in the tank
since her comeback in 2023 after
a three-year break following the
births of her two children as the
34-year-old Dane eased past
Jessika Ponchet 6-3 6-2.

Rawalpindi, Pakistan -
Bangladesh's Litton Das hit a de-
fiant 138 and Mehidy Hasan
Miraz 78 as the tourists recov-
ered from a precarious position
to post 262 all out after Pak-
istan's Khurram Shahzad
bagged six wickets on the third
day of the second test at
Rawalpindi on Sunday.

Responding to Pakistan's first
innings 274, Bangladesh were
reduced to 26-6 and in danger of

following on amid fiery fast
bowling in the morning but Das
and Miraz put together a 165-
run stand for the seventh wicket
to steady the ship.

Das hit 13 fours and four sixes
in his 228-ball knock while
Miraz, who claimed five wickets
to skittle out Pakistan, showed
his ability with the bat by hitting
12 fours and a six.

After a hard day of toil, Pak-
istan were 9-2 in their second in-

nings at stumps for a slender
lead of 21 as they bid to level the
two-match series after losing the
first test by 10 wickets.

Sri Lanka battle 
to avoid defeat 
Sri Lanka battled to 136-4
against England by lunch at
Lord’s on Sunday as they sought
to deny the hosts an unassail-
able 2-0 lead in the Test series
after being set an unlikely 483 to

win. Nightwatchman Prabath
Jayasuriya (4) was first out, edg-
ing Chris Woakes into Harry
Brook’s hands in the slips after
he and Dimuth Karunaratne
added seven to the overnight
total of 53-2.

Karunaratne (55) then struck
a positive tone, hitting Gus
Atkinson for three fours in one
over on his way to the first half-
century by an opener in the se-
ries.

SINNER MARCHES ON
World No. 1 underlines title credentials with straight-set win against O’Connell

Das, Miraz rescue Bangladesh after Pakistan’s Shahzad shows his mettle 

Jannik Sinner had no problems defeating Christopher O’Connell

Whenever you drop
a little bit of your
level, you know, 
if it’s mental, if it’s
tennis-wise or 
physical, at the 
end it has a huge
impact on the 
result
JANNIK SINNER 

Pakistan’s Khurram Shahzad celebrates after taking the wicket of Bangladesh’s Zakir Hasan

Monza, Italy - Charles Leclerc
gave Ferrari a stunning home Ital-
ian Grand Prix victory and sent
the crowd wild with delight after
nursing his tyres on a bold one-
stop strategy to deny favourites
McLaren a one-two finish.

Australian Oscar Piastri, who
had seized the lead from pole-sit-
ting McLaren teammate Lando
Norris on the opening lap, fin-
ished runner-up with the title-
chasing Briton third.

Both McLarens made two
stops but the strategy unravelled
when Leclerc eked out his set of
hard tyres for 38 laps around
Monza's super fast circuit as the
crowd roared him on.

The result left Norris 62 points
behind Red Bull's Max Verstap-
pen, who finished only sixth, with
eight races remaining.

“Mamma Mia, Mamma Mia,”
screamed Leclerc over the car
radio as he took the chequered
flag waved by former Italy soccer
player Alessandro Del Piero.

“It's an incredible feeling,”
Leclerc said before the podium

celebrations.
“I want to win Monza and

Monaco every year and I have
managed to do so. It is so, so spe-
cial.”

Leclerc was 11 seconds clear
with seven laps to go and 8.3
ahead with five remaining as the
massed ranks of 'tifosi' willed him
on.

He crossed the line 2.664
ahead.

“We considered a one-stop
strategy the whole race but it was
not possible with the amount of
(tyre) graining I had,” said Norris,
who had started the day 70
points behind Verstappen and
hoping to gain far more.

“We are disappointed but Fer-
rari drove a better race.”

McLaren could also have
taken the lead in the construc-
tors' championship but ended the
day still eight points behind Red
Bull, down from a previous 30.

Carlos Sainz was fourth for
Ferrari with the Italian team's fu-
ture driver Lewis Hamilton fifth
for Mercedes.

Leclerc wins
Italian GP 

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc celebrates after winning the Italian Grand Prix
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S
ome spaces live in our memories for
long, some spaces create memories
for a lifetime… and some spaces both,
live and create, memories forever. 

The Al Waha Hotel, at Shangri-La Barr Al
Jissah Resort and Spa, is one such haven
where guests leave with a bundle of memo-
ries and an open invitation to return at the
next opportunity. Countless memories are
created here everyday, just like the kaleido-
scopic designs created by foamy waves along
its shores, accompanied by the din of racing
jet-skis, and tantalizing aromas of freshly
baked pizzas emanating from the nearby As-
sira restaurant.

A stupendous locale for quality family
time, Al Waha is Oman's first hotel dedicated
for families with all the trappings of an enjoy-
able time together wherein every member as
something special to indulge in, individually
as well as collectively.

Developed in traditional Dhofari architec-
tural style and comprising 460 rooms and
suites (Al Waha and Al Bandar together)
offer sparkling sea or lush garden views from
either a private balcony or furnished floor-
level patio. Every room is somehow or the
other fitted with different views of water bod-
ies - Ocean, Lazy River or the swimming pool.

Water bodies form one of the most attrac-
tive segments of the property. While it boasts
of a 2km long pristine beach where people
swim, sunbath  engage in adventure sports,
the big pools offer a safer space for some. A
small volleyball court at the pool is a delight
to watch and so is the children's pool and
splash pad. Kids love Al Waha as they can
have free popsicles and ice creams by the
pool all day long

Oman's only lazy river connects Al Waha
to the town of Al Bandar. Just take a floating
tube and sail the crystal-clear river overseeing
the seas at the sides and the palm trees at the
top. With breeze swaying down the wet body
and sounds of bees and butterflies from the
garden, the trip is like the lakes in a Utopian
land devoid of any care or responsibility. 

Currently, Al Waha is the most preferred
family vacation destination due to its family
friendly services and facilities, from Splash
pad, lazy river, family-friendly pools, connect-
ing rooms, in-room treats for kids and
teenagers, welcome by ‘Habibi the Turtle’ and
a personalised check-in experience for kids. 

A wide array of amenities makes for an un-
forgettable stay, from thrilling watersports to
a lazy river and kids club, a secluded spa and
diverse dining options. The resort offers an
array of activities - inland and water sports -
for families and kids – kayak, wake board, jet-
skis, snorkeling, tours with the Turtle Ranger
discovering the turtle nests, and if you one is
lucky, (I was) one can witness turtles swim-
ming in the waters.

Close by, also lies the ‘Vintage Car Mu-

seum’ where vehicles dating back to decades,
greets you. It is fascinating to watch the cars
and encounter their evolution with time. 

Food lovers, this is the place for you – from
an international buffet to barbecue evenings
at Samba, live pizzas by the pool every Friday,
or grabbing a bite at Surf Café or Assira, there
is much on offer. 

In the evening, there is also Capri Court - a
fine dining Italian restaurant -which offers an
A la Carte menu. In quite a romantic ambi-
ence, the restaurant with outdoor seating

overlooking the infinite ocean and the
stretches of palm trees under the stars, is
ideal for a time together for couples. Alterna-
tively, people can also dine at Sultanah which
offers Mediterranean cuisine as well as other
international dishes.

They say, a hotel is incomplete without its
people. A special appreciation goes out to the
team who have been literally on their toes
making guests feel comfortable and at home.
And that is enough motivation for guests to
come back again.

AL WAHA, 
AT SHANGRI-LA’S 

BARR AL JISSAH RESORT
AND SPA, PROVIDES

SOOTHING SPACE FOR
MEMORIES AND FUN.

ANIRBAN RAY ENJOYS
A COOL STAYCATION

AMID THE SULTRY
SUMMER

STAYCATION
AT AL WAHA



T
he Pekoe Trail, a
300km, 22-stage dis-
covery of Sri Lanka on
foot, has been creating
international headlines
for Sri Lanka as a desti-

nation for wellness and nature-
based travel.  

This is a unique tourism expe-
rience that supports the long-term
environmental sustainability of
habitats as well as the social and
commercial sustainability of the
communities it passes through.

The first of the Pekoe Trail’s 22
segments was opened in 2021,
shining a light on life in Sri Lanka’s
tea estates. 

Most countries have their own
iconic, national walking trail. But
for a long time, despite its stun-
ning nature and plethora of
tourist offerings, Sri Lanka
didn’t. However, ad-
venturer and travel
specialist Miguel
Cunat decided to
change that by
creating the
Pekoe Trail.

The route
takes walkers
through the
country’s tea
plantations
and hillside
communities.
Though the
paths them-
selves have been
used for years by
locals, the creation
of the trail has now
mapped, signposted
and maintained them.

The Pekoe trail is an in-
credible new tourist offering but
it’s also helping to change the
lives of locals.

The Pekoe trail - a 300 km
walking route - was developed
through the Tourism Resilience
Project with funding from the Eu-
ropean Union and the US Agency
for International Development. It
is broken up into 22 sections, 
averaging around 12km each - so
whether you’re looking for a day
hike or a multi-day expedition,
there’s something to suit every-
one.

“The beauty of it is that within
the same trail, everything changes
so much because you're going
through tea plantations, pine
forests and eucalyptus forests,”
Thushni de Silva, experience man-
ager at Experience Travel Group
disclosed.

“We go through main at-
tractions like Ella Rock or

the Nine Arch Bridge and
you cross paddy

fields, which you
don't really expect

when you're in
tea country.
You've got so
much going
on that you
don't expect
when you're
e x p l o r i n g
t h e s e
areas.”

The trail
starts in the

famous city of
Kandy and

heads south to-
wards Hatton and

Horton Plains Na-
tional Park. It then

heads east through Ha-
putale and Ella before loop-

ing around and finishing in the
beautiful city of Nuwara Eliya.
(Courtesy: Euronews.com)
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SRI LANKA’S 
PEKOE TRAIL

The new, 300km Pekoe Trail
winds through Sri Lanka’s central

highlands, passing remote villages
and tea estates providing a unique

tourism experience
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