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MARKET
Crude oil prices hover
near $90 per barrel

3
Oil prices roared towards 
the $90 per barrel mark 
following consistent 

gains since the fourth week of 
July-2023, according to a new 
report issued by the Kuwait-
based Kamco Invest. The most 
recent support to prices came
from record demand from Asian
refi ners for US crude deliveries, 
the report added.  >B1
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WEDNESDAYY

NCSI WORKSHOP FOCUSES ON
NEED TO MAXIMISE USE OF DATAAT LEAST 26 PEOPLE KILLEED INNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 

AN EXPLOSION IN ETHIOPIAA The National Centre for Statistics 
and Information (NCSI) on 
Tuesday organised a workshop
on the National Data Strategy 
(NDS), its objectives and its 
signifi cance to units of the state’s
administrative apparatus.

At least 26 people have been killled 
in an explosion in the Finote Sellam 
region of Ethiopia amid heavy 
fi ghting between government
forces and a local militia group, 
according to media report. >A6 >A2

MUSCAT: The total number of 
jobs made available for citizens in
Oman in government and private
sector establishments reached
18,716 by the end of June 2023, the
Ministry of Labour announced on
Tuesday “Of these, a total of 9,169
jobs were made available in the
government sector, and 7,399 jobs
in the private sector,” the ministry 
said, adding that “53 percent of the

Employment and Replacement
Plan set for the second quarter of 
2023 was realised.”

Elaborating about the job rota-
tion (those who previously worked
for the private sector) stood at
16,486, the ministry said. The min-
istry further pointed out that the
volume of fi rst-time employees
and those who occupied jobs be-
fore stood at 35,202.

The number of on-the-job train-
ing opportunities associated with
the replacement of outgoing em-
ployees and employment of fresh
employees stood at 611 in the gov-
ernment sector, while the corre-

sponding number of opportunities 
in the private sector stood at 1,537.

As many as 941 enrolled in the 
ministry’s Self-Employment Ini-
tiative, which is a training track 
that connects jobseekers with a 

number of training programmes to
qualify them to take up opportuni-
ties related to self-employment in
the local and global market. 

86,000 jobs in 2 years  
In February 2023, the Minister
of Labour, Dr. Mahad bin Saeed
Ba’awin,said that more than
86,000 citizens were provided jobs
in the public and private sectors
over the last two years in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.  

In a review meeting before the
Shura Council, the Minister had
said, “Providing jobs is a top priori-
ty and the Ministry, in cooperation
with strategic partners, created
job opportunities for 86,530 male
and female citizens in both public

and private sectors from January 
2021 to December 2022.”

He also said that the Ministry 
is making constant eff orts in im-
plementing strategic approaches 
to develop labour market policies, 
provide facilities and lend support 
for the private sector, and channel 
eff orts towards launching many 
job initiatives to provide suitable 
job opportunities for jobseekers.

The minister also said that the 
ministry is working on developing 
several strategic programmes, that 
include fi nding a new mechanism 
for nationalising jobs, formulating 
the national employment policy, as 
well as a sectoral strategy for de-
veloping human resources. 

— ONA/Times News Service

Ministry of Labour unveiled the outcomes

of its second quarter employment plan

77km ride to mark Indian Independence Day
Times News Service

MUSCAT: They come from di-
verse backgrounds — doctors, en-
gineers, chartered accountants, 
sales executives, and IT profes-
sionals  — but share a common 
passion of cycling.

The group of Indian expatriates 
have been passionately following 
cycling as a hobby and on Tuesday 
marked the 77th Indian Independ-
ence Day with a 77km cycle trip.

Donning the Indian blue col-
ours, a total of 20 cyclists took to 
Muscat streets early in the morn-
ing to ride the distance.

The cycling group, which also 
involved families, began their hob-
by in 2016, and today the fraternity 
boasts of a good number of enthu-
siasts. They are from young to old 

in the group (25 to 65 years) and 
from varied professions. 

Speaking to Times of Oman, 
one of the members said: “This 
is a fantastic support group with 
each one encouraging the other 

to push oneself to beat their own 
benchmarks.”

He added: “The group has been 
undertaking special cycle rides 
on the occasion of the Indian In-
dependence Day and Oman Na-

tional Day for the past four years. 
We established as a group in 2016, 
but we started to ride on these two 
historic days of India and Oman 
over the past four years and have 
increased the distance every year.”

This year, the Independence 
Day route took the riders from 
Ruwi to Al Mouj and back to the 
starting point in Ruwi.

The riders took a break at Al 
Mouj for tea and photographs. 
Few of the group members joined 
from Al Khuwair, Azaiba and other 
places until Al Mouj; taking it upon 
themselves to complete the stipu-
lated 77 kms. Another rider told 
Times of Oman, “This is an initia-
tive that we hope to continue as an 
annual tradition.  We hope that 
one day, riders will be riding all the 
way to Sohar and back.”

G R O U P  O F  E X P A T R I A T E S

WORLD
Trump indicted over 
Georgia poll meddling

2
Former US President 
Donald Trump and his 
allies were indicted after 

investigation into Trump’s
attempts to overturn the 2020 
election results in Georgia. >A7

OMAN
2mn mangrove
seeds to be planted

1
The Environment Authority 
launched a new campaign
on Tuesday to plant two 

million mangrove seeds in
the governorates of North Al
Batinah, South Al Sharqiyah and
Al Wusta. >A5

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

A21.62 million vehicles 
registered in Oman

360
MUSCAT

18,716
JOBS MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
CITIZENS UNTIL JUNE 2023

Unifi ed job portal for GCC mooted

Times News Service  

MUSCAT: A unifi ed employment 
portal for citizens of the Gulf coun-
tries will be launched that will ease 
the process of hiring in the region.

Jassem Mohamed Al Budaiwi, 
Secretary General of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC), said, 
“Through the new recruitment 
portal, we seek to attract Gulf tal-
ent and all citizens of the GCC 
can register on it.” He said that job 
vacancies will be available for the 
GCC citizens and the new recruit-
ment portal has been developed to 
facilitate the applicant’s registra-
tion in a fair and transparent man-
ner. An applicant can register and 
follow up on his application, and 
those who meet the conditions 
will be selected after scheduled 
interviews, he added.

“‘We will soon announce several 
new jobs in the General Secretari-
at and appreciate the eff orts made 
by the team concerned for devel-
oping the recruitment portal with 
modern technologies,” he said.

The portal aims to assist com-
panies and institutions in the 
Gulf countries to fi nd suitable 

human cadres while helping job 
seekers to fi nd employment as 
per their capabilities and qualifi -
cations.Preliminary data on the 
recruitment portal showed that it 
will have a wide range of vacan-
cies from fi elds like engineering, 
medicine, management, fi nance, 
marketing, and others.

G U L F  C O O P E R A T I O N  C O U N C I L
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Dhuhr............................................ 12:16pm

Asr .....................................................3:42pm

Maghrib........................................6:45pm

Isha...................................................8:00pm

Fajr (Tomorrow).................... 4:24am

Get a FREE
Cool School Quiz guide for 

every OMR 30 spend
on Back to School products.

C OO L
School

*Offer valid until stock last…

Importance of maximising use of 
data in various sectors discussed

MUSCAT: The National Centre 
for Statistics and Information 
(NCSI) on Tuesday organised a 
workshop on the National Data 
Strategy (NDS), its objectives 
and its signifi cance to units of the 
state’s administrative apparatus.

Held at Oman Convention and 
Exhibition Centre (OCEC), the 
workshop saw the participation of 
various government departments 

concerned.
The workshop focused on the

objectives of the NDS aimed at
developing an integrated regula-
tory framework to empower data 
exchange and to develop an ap-
propriate mechanism to raise the
productivity of units of the state’s
administrative apparatus and oth-
er legal public entities and govern-
ment companies.

The workshop introduced the 
NDS strategy and its importance 
in maximising the use of data in 
various sectors and augmenting 
the level of its reliability, quality 
and comprehensiveness, thus ex-
panding scopes for appropriate 
decision-making.

The workshop featured several 
presentations, including one by 

the NCSI that dealt with the defi -
nition of the NDS and its role in 
improving performance, stream-
lining procedures, cutting costs, 
minimizing the rate of errors and 
defi ciencies and supporting smart 
city trends, among other goals.

In particular, the presentation 
laid emphasis on the role of the 
NDS in generating economic, 

social, cultural and developmen-
tal benefits.

The presentation underscored
the NDS’s importance in secur-
ing data reliability, quality and
comprehensiveness – which
emerge as major factors in ena-
bling the government to take bal-
anced decisions and establishing 
a motivating environment for

smart solutions, smart cities and 
effi  cient services rendered to citi-
zens, residents and the business 
community.

The presentation highlighted
the fact that the NDS ensures the 
availability of open data to help 
a knowledge-conscious society, 
support the approaches of digital 
economy and protect the con-
fi dentiality of information and 
personal data.

The presentation reiterated
the fact that the parties en-
trusted with implementing the 
NDS are the units of the state’s 
administrative apparatus, other 
public legal persons, government 
companies in whose capital the 
government contributes not less 
than 25 percent, as well as com-
panies tasked with activities re-
lated to public utilities. 

— ONA

The NCSI workshop focused on objectives 

of the the National Data Strategy aimed 

at developing an integrated regulatory 

framework to empower data exchange

18 arrested for illegal entry
MUSCAT: The Royal Oman Po-
lice (ROP) has arrested 18 for-
eigners on board two boats for at-
tempting to enter Oman illegally.

“The Coast Guard Police in 
North Al Batinah Governorate 
managed to seize two boats with 
18 infi ltrators of Asian nationali-
ties on board while trying to enter 
the country illegally. The legal 
procedures are being completed 
against them,” ROP said.

R O Y A L  O M A N  P O L I C E
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OMAN PARTICIPATES IN INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TECHNICAL FORUM IN RUSSIA
The Sultanate of Oman participated in the offi  cial opening of the International Military Technical Forum (Armia 2023), being held 

in the Russian Federation until 20 August. Oman’s delegation was headed by Maj. Gen. Mattar Salim Al Balushi, Commander of the

Royal Army of Oman. The Omani delegation toured the branches of the forum and listened to briefi ngs about defence and strategic

industries, artifi cial intelligence technologies and a broad range of military equipment on show. — ONA

New decision to regulate 

buying and selling of

precious metals, stones

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion (MoCIIP) has issued
a decision to regulate monetary 
transactions for those engaged
in buying and selling of precious
metals and stones.

With the aim of regulating 
cash transactions and raising the
quality of service to the consum-
ers, the decision aims to expedite
transactions through electronic
payment as it saves time of cus-
tomers and also hassles. Diff er-
ent technologies such as phones
and smart devices can be used for
transactions, which add a high
degree of security, and lowers
the risks of carrying money that
may be subject to theft. It also be-

comes easy for merchants to keep 
track of accounts, audit them, 
and track sales, while controlling 
expenditures. In addition, the 
National Risk Assessment con-
sidered the precious metals and 
stones trading sector to be one of 
the high-risk sectors due to its in-
tensive monetary dealings. Such 
a decision will reduce this risk, as 
well as customs evasion.

And if commercial compa-
nies violate to abide by the law, 
the Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment Pro-
motion  may impose one of the 
administrative penalties, which 
is a written warning or an ad-
ministrative fi ne not exceeding 
OMR500, or suspending the 
commercial register for a period 
not exceeding 3 months. 

C O M M E R C E  M I N I S T R Y

registered in Oman by June 2023
MUSCAT: The total number of 
vehicles registered in the Sultan-
ate of Oman reached 1.62 million 
at the end of June 2023, accord-
ing to the latest data issued by the 
National Centre for Statistics and 
Information (NCSI).

Vehicles with private registra-
tion constituted 79.6 percent of the 
total vehicles registered in Oman, 
to stand at 1,294,252, while the 
number of vehicles with commer-
cial registration reached 237,621.

Meanwhile, taxi vehicles 
reached 27,983. The number of 
rental vehicles reached 30,856. 
The number of government ve-

hicles stood at 11,832 and motor-
bikes stood at 6,758. The number
of driving instruction vehicles
stood at 5,564 and the number of 
vehicles with temporary registra-
tion (temporary inspection, export
and import) stood at 8,556.

The number of tractors stood
at 1,275 and vehicles with diplo-
matic entity registrations stood
at 844. As for vehicles registered
per weight, the number of vehicles
weighing less than 3 tonnes stood
at 1,467,675, over 10 tonnes stood
at 71,931, between 3-7 tonnes
stood at 47,865 and between 7-10
tonnes stood at 38,070. — ONA

Vehicles with

private registration

constituted 79.6 

percent of the total 

vehicles registered

in Oman, to stand

at 1,294,252
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: The 77th Independ-
ence Day of India was celebrated
in Oman with great enthusiasm 
and patriotic fervour. The Embas-
sy building was lit up in tricolour
on the eve of Independence Day.

A fl ag hoisting ceremony was 
organised at the Embassy to cel-
ebrate Independence Day of India 
with the Indian community on 
Tuesday morning.

Ambassador Amit Narang 
hoisted the tricolour, which was 
followed by singing of National 
Anthem. In addition, a soulful ren-
dition of patriotic songs by Indian 
School Seeb students added col-
our to the celebrations.

Ambassador Amit Narang read 
out excerpts from the President 
of India’s address to the nation. 
He encouraged everyone to be a 
part of India’s growth story and 
the journey towards self-reliance 
and propagate India’s message of 
peace and development.

Ambassador also spoke about 
Mission LiFE, an initiative 
launched by Prime Minister of In-
dia, Narendra Modi, noting that by 
making small yet impactful chang-
es in our daily lives, each one of us 
can contribute to safeguarding the 
environment.

A special counter showcasing 
Indian millets commemorating 
2023 as the ‘International Year of 
Millets’ was arranged at the Em-
bassy premises on this occasion. 
Millets serve as a solution to vari-

ous food security challenges and 
promote holistic health.  

The students of Indian School 
Al Ghubra also joined hands to 
celebrate this joyous occasion 
with a dazzling cultural event held 
at the Indian School Al Ghubra. 
The students showcased the best 
of Indian culture through mes-
merizing cultural performances 
recalling India’s golden past and 
glorious future.

This year’s celebrations were 
made more memorable as Amit 
Narang, the Ambassador of India 
to the Sultanate of Oman was the 
Chief Guest. The event was at-
tended by Mrs. Divya Narang, Dr. 
Sivakumar Manickam - Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, Mr. Vi-
noba M. P., Dr. Alex C Joesph - As-
sistant Education Advisor Board 
of Directors, Mr. Ahmed Rayees 
-President of the School Manage-
ment Committee, and dignitaries 
from the Embassy and the Board 
of Directors, Indian Schools in 
Oman.

The celebrations in Oman were 
refl ective of the greatness of In-
dia’s civilization, unwavering 
commitment of all Indians to the 
nation’s spirit of unity and integ-
rity, and India’s transformative 
journey from its birth as a nation 
76 years ago to become a beacon 
of global growth and development. 
The celebrations also refl ected 
the uniquely strong partnership 
between India and Oman and the 
abiding bonds of friendship be-
tween Indian and Omani people.

Patriotic fervour marks 
India’s 77th Independence 
Day celebrations in Oman
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New drive 
launched to 
plant 2mn 
mangrove
seedlings

MUSCAT: The Environment 
Authority, represented by the
Directorate General for Nature
Conservation, launched a new 
campaign to plant two million
mangrove seeds in the governo-
rates of North Al Batinah, South 
Al Sharqiyah and Al Wusta.

The campaign aimed at pre-
serving and protecting the eco-
systems in coastal wetlands and
raising their effi  ciency through
the implementation of a number
of projects to achieve the opera-
tional goals approved by the au-
thority’s plan related to the work
of the national initiative to plant
10 million trees.

Bader bin Saif Al Busaidi, in-
charge of managing the work of 
the Wetlands Management De-
partment at the Environment 
Authority, said that the cam-
paign will be implemented in 
two phases. 

The fi rst stage of seed collec-
tion started from the Qurum Nat-
ural Reserve in the Governorate
of Muscat and lasted exactly 14
days. The seeds were transported
to the target sites through con-
trolled methods and kept in air-
conditioned places at a tempera-
ture of 23 to 26 degrees Celsius to
avoid damage.

He added that the second stage
was done by planting seeds and

targeting 4 sites with a total area 
of about 90 hectares, which is 
equivalent to 900,000 square 
metres, indicating that the work 
lasted 17 days through fi eld teams 
working according to a set sched-
ule, as the targeted sites are sub-
ject to tidal waves. So the opera-
tions took place only during the 
refl ux periods.

He pointed out that the ap-
proved fi eld technical readings 
and soil tests showed the ability 
of mangroves to adapt and grow 
within the targeted sites. 

In Khor Al-Har in the Wilayat 
of Masirah in the Governorate 
of South Al-Sharqiyah, planta-
tion was also done in Khoury 
Ghawi and Qaisad in the Wilay-
at of Al-Jazir in the Al-Wusta 
Governorate.

He explained that the impor-
tance and benefi ts of mangroves 
lie in mitigating the eff ects of cli-
mate change through their high 
ability to absorb greenhouse 
gases, especially carbon dioxide, 
and also contribute to improv-
ing the protection of the khors 
from storms and fl oods, and to 
enhancing fi sh stocks as they are 
natural incubators for young ma-
rine organisms.

He stated that one of the ben-
efi ts of mangroves is also to raise 
the effi  ciency of the surrounding 
environmental systems as natu-
ral habitats and main stations 
for seabirds and as environments 
with diversifi ed food and rec-
reation in addition to important 
sites for their nesting and repro-
duction, and their contributions 
to the national economy through 
the implementation of some eco-
tourism activities.

It is noteworthy that the En-
vironment Agency continues its 
eff orts to preserve the ecosys-
tem in the coastal wetland areas, 
in particular the protection and 
preservation of the environ-
ments of mangrove forests, as 
planting campaigns and environ-
mental awareness programs are 
implemented among the various 
groups of society in the various 
governorates in Oman. -ONA

The fi rst stage of 

seed collection

started from the

Qurum Natural 

Reserve in the

Governorate of

Muscat and lasted

exactly 14 days

Oman chairs meeting of 

Directors General of Civil 

Defence Departments

RIYADH: The Sultanate of 
Oman, represented by the Au-
thority for Civil Defence and Am-
bulance (ACDA) presided over
the 32nd meeting of directors
general of civil defence depart-
ments in the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states.

Col. Abdullah Saleh Al Najashi,
Director General of the ACDA,
chaired the meeting, which was
held at the headquarters of the
Gulf Cooperation Council  Sec-
retariat-General in Riyadh, the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA).

Awareness corner
On the sidelines of the meeting,
the Authority for Civil Defence
and Ambulance  established an
awareness corner, which com-
prised publications on public
safety.

In the meantime, a special-
ised technical team organised a 
preparatory meeting on training 
programmes, safety operations
and the role of the media. — ONA

I N  R I Y A D H

HELP MAKE OMAN 
CLEAN AND GREEN.
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India becoming voice of 
global south: PM Modi

NEW DELHI: Addressing coun-
trymen from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on 77th Independence
Day, Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tuesday said that
after the COVID-19 pandemic,
the world order and the defi nition
of the geopolitical equation have
changed and India has become the
voice of global south. 

“After the second world war, a 
new world order took shape but
I can see now clearly that a new
global order and a new geopoliti-

cal equation is moving ahead af-
ter the Covid; the defi nition of the 
geopolitical equation has changed. 
And my dear family members, 
your capability is visible in giv-
ing the world a new shape...,” PM 
Modi said. 

PM Modi stated that during 
the Covid crisis, India’s work in 
the development of the world has 
shown the capability of the coun-
try. He further stated that during 

the Covid, the supply chain was 
destroyed and also the developed 
countries were facing pressure at 
that time but India pursued a hu-
man-centric approach. 

“Today India is becoming the 
voice of the global south. India’s 
prosperity and heritage have 
become an opportunity for the 
world,” he said. In his 10th consec-
utive Independence Day speech, 
the Prime Minister said, “Global 

experts saying India will not stop
now, all rating agencies are laud-
ing country. Ball is in our court and
we should not let go of the oppor-
tunity; no ifs and buts on anyone’s
mind about India’s capabilities.”

“In shaping a changing world,
Indian people’s capabilities are
evident. India’s biggest capability 
is trust - people’s trust in govt, in
the country’s bright future and the
world’s trust in India,” he said. 

He also lauded the contribution
of youth and says those from tier 2,
and tier 3 cities are also making a 
lot of impact in various fi elds, in-
cluding start-ups.

The Red Fort was decorated in
tricolour, and a G20 sign was made
on the ground with fl owers.

Earlier, upon his arrival at the
Red Fort, PM Modi was received
by Defence Minister Rajnath Sin-
gh, Minister of State for Defence
Ajay Bhatt, Defence Secretary 
Giridhar Aramane and three ser-
vice chiefs.

As soon as the national fl ag was
hoisted by the Prime Minister,
fl ower petals were showered at
the venue by two Advanced Light
Helicopters Mark-III Dhruv of the
Indian Air Force. -ANI

India’s biggest 

capability is trust 

- people’s trust in 

govt, in the country’s 

bright future and the 

world’s trust in India,

said the PM

Macron, Blinken congratulate 

India on Independence Day

PARIS: French President Emma-
nuel Macron congratulated India 
on its 77th Independence Day and
said New Delhi can count on Paris
as a “trusted friend.”

“Congratulations to the Indian
people on your Independence
Day! A month ago in Paris, my 
friend Narendra Modi and I set
new Indo-French ambitions all
the way to 2047, the centenary 
year of India’s Independence. In-
dia can count on France as a trust-
ed friend and partner, always.”

He reshared his old video dated
July 15, where he shared the high-
lights of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s 2-day offi  cial visit to
France.

Apart from France, the US, Sri
Lanka and Nepal’s Foreign Min-
isters also extended warm wishes
to India.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister
Ali Sabry on Tuesday wished In-
dia Independence Day and said
that he is confi dent that bilateral
ties will be “further strengthened”
between the two nations.

“Warm Greetings, Foreign
Minister Dr S Jaishankar and the
Government & people of India on
the occasion of your Independ-
ence Day. I am confi dent that in
the years ahead our bilateral ties
will be further strengthened be-
tween our two nations India and
Sri Lanka,” Sabry said.

Nepal’s Foreign Minister
Narayan Prakash Saud also ex-
tended wishes on the occasion.

“As India celebrates its 77th
Independence Day, I would like
to convey warm greetings and fe-

licitations to Dr S Jaishankar, Ex-
ternal Aff airs Minister of India. 
Wish Happy Independence Day 
to the people and Government of 
India!” he tweeted. 

The United States Ambassador 
to India, Eric Garcetti, attended 
the Independence Day celebra-
tion at the Red Fort here today 
and extended his greetings. 

He also said that it is an “hon-
our” to be present at the “iconic 
Red Fort.” 

Earlier, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken extended his 
wishes on India’s 77th Independ-
ence Day.

“On behalf of the United States 
of America, we send our warm-
est wishes to the people of India 
as they commemorate 76 years 
of independence this August 15. 
On this momentous day, we re-

fl ect on the depth and breadth of 
our strategic partnership, and we
celebrate the proud history of the 
Indian people, who are the key to
the bright future we are building 
together,” Antony Blinken said in
a statement.

United States Ambassador
The United States Ambassador to
India, Eric Garcetti, attended the
Independence Day celebration at
the Red Fort here today and ex-
tended his greetings.

Blinken noted that the relation-
ship between India and US has
grown “deeper” and it has become
“more expansive than ever.”

Calling India a “fastest-grow-
ing major economy,” Singapore
High Commissioner Simon Wong 
also wished the countrymen on 
the 77th Independence Day. ANI
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French President Emmanuel

Macron. 

US Secretary of State Antony

Blinken

27 killed, over 100 injured 

in Russia gas station blast
MOSCOW: The death toll from 
an explosion at a fi lling station in 
Russia’s Makhachkala has gone up 
to 27, TASS News Agency reported 
citing Sergey Mekilov, head of the 
Dagestan Region.

“As of 6:00 a.m. local time (3:00 
a.m. GMT) on August 15, the trag-
edy killed 27 people and left 102 
injured,” Melikov’s press service 
quoted him as saying.

According to the regional head, 
there were three children among 
those killed.

The explosion occurred oppo-
site a fi lling station in Makhachka-
la on Monday night. Following 
this, fi re erupted in the area which 
reached 600 square meters. The 
open fi re was extinguished.

Earlier, while Speaking to re-
porters, Dagestan Head Sergey 
Melikov said that the explosion oc-

curred opposite the fi lling station. 
Melikov said that the “causes and 
nature” of the explosion are being 
determined, TASS reported.

As per the news report, two out
of eight fuel tanks exploded. More 
than 70 people and 20 pieces of 
equipment were involved in con-
taining the fi re. Police and city of-
fi cials were moving people away 
from the spot as there is a risk of a 

second explosion.
According to the regional pros-

ecutor’s offi  ce, an inspection has 
been conducted in connection 
with the fi re at the fi lling station, 
TASS reported. Senior Dagestani 
offi  cials reached at the site of the 
incident while the fi rst deputy 
head of the Russian Health Min-
istry Viktor Fisenko arrived in 
Dagestan. -ANI

D A G E S T A N  R E G I O N

26 people killed in 
Ethiopia explosion 
ADDIS ABABA: At least 26 peo-
ple have been killed in an explo-
sion in the Finote Selam region
of Ethiopia amid heavy fi ght-
ing between government forces
and a local militia group, CNN
reported.

Finote Selam General Hospi-
tal CEO Manaye Tenaw said that
another 50 people have been in-
jured in the blast on Sunday, ac-
cording to CNN report. He said
that these victims are only those
undergoing treatment at the
hospital and the total number of 
casualties is unclear.

A further 50 people were in-
jured in Sunday’s blast, accord-
ing to Manaye Tenaw, CEO of 
the Finote Selam General Hos-
pital. These victims are only 
those treated at the hospital, and
the total number of casualties is
unclear.

He further said that the hos-
pital had already treated over
160 people in the days leading 
up to the explosion, as fi erce
fi ghting between government
forces and a local militia known
as Fano started in the Amhara 
region earlier this month, CNN
reported.

The Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) expressed
“grave concern” over heavy 
fi ghting between the two groups

which erupted on August 3. The 
fi ghting between the two groups 
started following months of ten-
sion and sporadic clashes.

The Ethiopian government 
declared a six-month state of 
emergency in the Amhara region 
on August 4 after days of clashes, 
CNN reported.

Diff erences have emerged be-
tween the government and the 
Fano militia in recent months 
after the group resisted a move 
by the federal government to 
disband regional forces. Amhara 
nationalists have stressed that 
the move will jeopardize regional 
security.

The Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) stated 
there was “heavy fi ghting in and 
around cities and towns across 
the Amhara region, which in-
volved the use of heavy artillery 
resulting in the deaths and inju-
ries of civilians,” CNN reported.

In a statement, EHRC said, 
“EHRC has also received credi-
ble reports of strikes and shelling 
including from Debre Birhan, Fi-
note Selam, and Burie resulting 
in many civilian casualties and 
damage to residential areas and 
public spaces.”

It further said that similar re-
ports were documented in Bahir 
Dar and Gondar. -ANI

H E A V Y  F I G H T I N G

France: Pyrenees 
wildfi re contained
PARIS: A fi re that ravaged a 
500-hectare (1,235 acres) area 
in the south of France has been
brought under control, an-
nounced French regional author-
ities on Tuesday. 

More than 2,000 people 
were evacuated during the 
night from the Pyrenees-Ori-
entales region near the Span-
ish border.

According to regional au-
thorities, no residents or tour-
ists were injured and evacuees 
have been able to return to their 
accommodation.

French Interior Minister Ger-
ald Darmanin said on X, formerly 
known as Twitter, the fi re is now 
under control.

Remains dangerous
Senior regional official Rodri-
gue Furcy told local radio that 
the fire had been contained but 
remained dangerous. He said 
the worst affected area was 
“under close surveillance and 
firefighters were still battling 

the blaze.”
Furcy said 17 fi refi ghters had

sustained light injuries and one
was admitted to a hospital after a 
fall but there had been no deaths
reported.

The fi re broke out on Monday 
afternoon and swept through
hundreds of hectares of land
near the villages of Saint-Andre,
Sorede and the seaside resort of 
Argeles.

Thirty houses have been dam-
aged, along with a warehouse
and a campsite. Several roads
were closed and the train service
from Perpignan to the Spanish
border was suspended for sev-
eral hours.

Offi  cials said the tourist area 
in the Pyrenees-Orientales re-
gion had been vulnerable due to
“intense heat, dryness and strong 
winds.”

Bordering Spain, the Pyrenees-
Orientales area has been aff ected
worse than any other French re-
gion by devastating droughts.

     -DW

S O U T H  O F  F R A N C E

Dengue deaths
DHAKA: Bangladesh has reported
18 more deaths due to dengue in 24 
hours, taking the death toll from 
the mosquito-borne disease to 416 
in 2023.  During the period, 2,480 
more patients people were admit-
ted to hospital with viral fever, 
according to the Directorate Gen-
eral of Health Services. Of the new 
patients, 919 were hospitalised in 
Dhaka and the rest of the patients 
were admitted to hospitals in other 
parts of the country. -ANI
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Trump indicted in Georgia 
over 2020 poll meddling

NEW YORK: Former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and sev-
eral of his allies were indicted on
Monday night in Georgia follow-
ing a lengthy investigation into 
Trump’s attempts to overturn the 
2020 election results in the south-
eastern state.

Trump and 18 others were 
charged with “criminal attempts 
to interfere in Georgia’s presiden-
tial election,” Fani Willis, Fulton 
County district attorney, told re-
porters late on Monday night. 

The charges in the 94-page in-
dictment arise “from a criminal 
conspiracy to overturn the results
of the 2020 election in this state,” 
Willis said.

The grand jury indictment 
against Trump is the fourth 
brought against the Republican 
politician this year. It could also 
lead to the fi rst televised trial of a 
former president.

Trump already faces three oth-
er criminal indictments, includ-
ing once by US Special Counsel 
Jack Smith on charges of trying to 
overturn his election defeat to US 
President Joe Biden.

Trump was charged with a total 
of 13 felony counts in the Geor-
gia case, including conspiracy 
to commit forgery, submit false 

statements and impersonate a 
public offi  cial.

He also faces a charge of rack-
eteering, which is used in cases 
to take down organized crime 
groups.

The indictments also named 
18 co-defendants within Trump’s 
circle, including his former lawyer 
Rudy Giuliani, as well as the ex-
president’s former White House 
chief of staff  Mark Meadows.

The case stems from a Janu-
ary 2, 2021, phone call in which 
Trump urged Georgia’s top elec-
tion official, Brad Raffensperg-
er, to “find” enough votes to 
reverse his narrow loss in the 
state. Raffensperger declined to 
do so.

Biden defeated Trump in Geor-
gia by fewer than 12,000 votes 
during the 2020 election.

Four days later, on January 
6, 2021, and two weeks before 
Trump was due to leave offi  ce, his 
supporters stormed the US Capi-
tol in an unsuccessful attempt to 
prevent lawmakers from certify-
ing Biden’s victory.

Trump is the front-runner 

in the race for the Republican 
nomination for the 2024 presi-
dential election. He has long 
dismissed the many investiga-
tions he has faced in his years in 
politics as a politically motivated 
“witch hunt.”

In an e-mail seeking funds 
for his campaign that was sent 
shortly after the indictment was 
announced, Trump made another 
statement in this vein.

This was “the FOURTH ACT 
of Election Interference on behalf 
of the Democrats in an attempt 
to keep the White House under 
Crooked Joe’s control and JAIL 
his single greatest opponent of the 
2024 election,” he said.

His legal team also decried the 
indictment as politically and/or 
personally motivated, calling it 
“unconstitutional.”

It said the indictment was based 
on a “one-sided grand jury presen-
tation” that “relied on witnesses 
who harbor their own personal 
and political interests — some 
of whom ran campaigns touting 
their eff orts against the accused 
and/or profi ted from book deals 

and employment opportunities as 
a result.”

However, former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, who lost to 
Trump in the 2016 presidential 
election, told broadcaster MSN-
BC the indictment showed that 
justice in the US was working.

At the same time, she called it 
“a terrible moment for our coun-
try, to have a former president 
accused of these terribly impor-
tant crimes.”

Still, there’s a core of Trump 
supporters whose minds won’t 
be changed by anything. In fact, 
Trump might even be able to 
shrewdly use the trial to raise 
money for his campaign. He could 
then, in turn, use those funds 
to help cover his legal fees. One  
could even say that the indict-
ment could actually help him 
among this group.

A lot of swing voters will be 
scared off  by the indictment, as 
will Republican voters who are 
concerned that the proceedings 
could lower Trump’s chances of 
defeating incumbent Joe Biden.-

          DW

Former US President 
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been charged in the 

state of Georgia with 

a slew of election

crimes over his

interference in the
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election

94-PAGE INDICTMENT: The grand jury indictment against Trump is the fourth brought against the

Republican politician this year. It could also lead to the fi rst televised trial of a former president. -ONA

Tropical storm 

Lan brings fl oods, 

chaos to Japan
TOKYO: A major tropical storm 
hit Japan’s main island of Honshu 
early on Tuesday, with torren-
tial downpours and violent gusts 
prompting landslide warnings and 
causing power outages and fl ight 
cancelations.

The storm, dubbed Lan, which 
has been downgraded from ty-
phoon status, made landfall at 5 
a.m. (2000 GMT) in Wakayama 
prefecture, about 600 kilometres 
(375 miles) west of Tokyo, the Ja-
pan Meteorological Agency said.

Lan has brought wind gusts of 
up to 144 kmh (90 mph) in addi-
tion to torrential rainfall and high 
waves, causing authorities to issue 
warnings in several regions.

“Please exercise extreme cau-
tion against landslides, surging 
water in low-lying areas, swol-
len and fl ooded rivers and violent 
winds,” the weather agency said 
on the messaging platform X, for-
merly known as Twitter. 

A local utility reported that at 
least 50,000 households in seven 
regions had lost power as of Tues-
day morning, while local com-
muter trains were stopped by fl y-
ing debris. Nearly 900 fl ights were 
suspended as planned, as were ex-
press train services.

More than 180,000 residents, 
especially in Wakayama, Kyoto 
and the ancient capital of Nara, 

were issued with non-compulsory 
evacuation notices.

The storm is expected to sweep
over the region for all of Tuesday 
before moving out to the Sea of 
Japan.

Central Japan Railway Co. said
that all of its Tokaido Shinkansen
services between Nagoya and
Shin-Osaka stations will be sus-
pended on Tuesday, while trains
between Tokyo and Nagoya sta-
tions will be signifi cantly reduced.

West Japan Railway Co. said it
may cancel its Sanyo Shinkansen
services between Shin-Osaka and
Okayama stations.

Anticipated precipitation of 400
to 600 millimetres is forecasted
over the span of 24 hours in the
Tokai region. Similarly, the Kinki
region is likely to experience rain-
fall ranging from 300 to 400 mm.

As Tokyo gears up for its sum-
mer events, the infl ux of holiday-
makers returning is underway.
Some individuals have chosen to
conclude their Bon holidays ear-
lier than initially scheduled.

This summer break marks the
fi rst instance of widespread travel
since COVID-19 was reclassifi ed
to a status akin to seasonal fl u,
prompting many to embark on va-
cations after an extended period
of caution and restrictions,Kyodo
News Agency reported. -DW

W E A T H E R
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Spain sink Sweden to reach final

AUCKLAND: Spain edged past 
Sweden 2-1 in a thrilling fi nish to 
reach their fi rst FIFA Women’s 
World Cup fi nal on Tuesday.

Captain Olga Carmona scored 
an 89th-minute winner to spark 
wild scenes of jubilation among 
their supporters at Eden Park, 
Auckland, BBC Sport reported.

Sweden - who have now lost 
back-to-back World Cup semi-fi -
nals - had equalised through Rebec-
ka Blomqvist just 93 seconds earlier 
and it looked like the match would 
be going to extra time. A game of few 
chances had sparked into life when 
substitute Salma Paralluelo, 19, gave 
Spain the lead with just 10 minutes 
remaining.

They will face England or Aus-
tralia in the fi nal in Sydney on Sun-
day. The semi-fi nal between the 
Lionesses and the co-hosts Matil-
das will be played on Wednesday.

While Spain’s players celebrated 
wildly on the pitch at full-time, Swe-
den’s dropped to the fl oor as their 
World Cup dream came to an end.

There was little evidence of 
what was to come during a tight 
and cagey opening 80 minutes.

Spain boss Jorge Vilda opted to 
recall two-time Ballon d’Or winner 
Alexia Putellas, whose minutes on 
the pitch have been limited as she 
returns from a serious knee injury.

And it was Putellas who brought 
the biggest cheer of the opening 
half from the sell-out 43,217 crowd 
when she nutmegged Manchester 
City’s Filippa Angeldahl.

It took until the 42nd minute for 
the fi rst shot on target, Sweden’s 
Fridolina Rolfo denied her third 
goal of the tournament by her Bar-
celona team-mate Cata Coll.

Spain dominated possession 
but Sweden’s defence, which has 
been solid and resolute for the past 
month, frustrated their opponents 

for long periods, while the Swedes
once again used a familiar weapon
to try and fi nd a breakthrough.

Seven of their 11 goals at this

tournament before the semi-fi nal
had come from set-pieces but Coll,
who had not started a senior game
for Spain prior to the World Cup,

stood up well to Sweden’s inswing-
ing corners, which had caused hav-
oc in previous matches.

Paralluelo, who scored the win-

ner in the quarter-fi nal against the 
Netherlands, kept her composure 
to fi re Spain ahead before substi-
tute Blomqvist poked home the 

equaliser. With extra time loom-
ing, Carmona sent Spain through 
with a shot which went in off  the 
bar following a corner.

Spain recover from
squad turmoil
Spain had only won one of their 
previous seven Women’s World 
Cup matches before this tourna-
ment. They now head for the fi nal 
after their fi fth - and most dramat-
ic - win in New Zealand.

This historic win for Spain came 
just 15 days after they were beaten 
4-0 by Japan in a group match.

Boss Vilda said after that defeat 
“no-one should lose hope” and his 
players have responded by elimi-
nating Switzerland, the Nether-
lands and Sweden.

Spain had come into this tour-
nament under a cloud after 15 
players had threatened to quit the 
team as they were unhappy with 
Vilda’s methods, and the coach ini-
tially exiled them from the squad.

Three of the 15 - Mariona Calde-
ntey, Aitana Bonmati and former 
Manchester United defender Ona 
Batlle - were eventually included 
in his squad for the World Cup.

Spain appear to have put those 
diff erences to one side as all three 
players helped their country reach 
the fi nal on a memorable night for 
La Roja.

‘I hope Spain win’
It was the same old story for Swe-
den as they lost for the fourth time 
in fi ve World Cup semi-fi nals, hav-
ing knocked out 2015 and 2019 
winners the United States and Ja-
pan in their past two matches.

Their players have been ruthless 
and effi  cient at this tournament 
but looked heartbroken after going 
so close to forcing extra time.

“There are so many emotions 
right now,” said boss Peter Ger-
hardsson. “Everyone just feels sad-
ness and huge disappointment.”

Sweden now go to Brisbane 
for the third-place play-off  on 
Saturday.

“We will be really, really ready 
for that game,” added Gerhards-
son, who said he hoped that Spain 
would go on to win the World Cup.

Sweden’s defeat means Caroline 
Seger, their long-term captain, will 
end her international career with-
out a World Cup winners’ medal 
after fi ve tournaments.

La Roja will play 

in their fi rst FIFA

Women’s World Cup 

summit clash after

dramatic win

Cummins targets comeback in India ODIs ahead of World Cup
SYDNEY: Australian skipper Pat
Cummins is targeting a return in
the ODIs against India in late Sep-
tember ahead of the World Cup
as he recovers from the fractured
wrist he suff ered in the fi nal Ashes
Test at The Oval.

Cummins, Australia’s ODI cap-
tain, picked up the injury on the
opening day of the Test but the
severity of it was only confi rmed
after the match. He has since been
wearing a cast on his left wrist
with a recovery time of around six
weeks, ESPNcricinfo reported.

That would take him up to
around mid-September and he will
fl y out to South Africa for the ODI
leg of that tour with fi ve games be-

tween September 7 and 17, but the 
three matches in India immedi-
ately before the World Cup appear 
a more realistic return date.

“It’s not too bad,” Cummins said. 
“I’ll head over to South Africa at 
the backend of that leg, but prob-
ably more of those one-dayers 
ahead of the World Cup. Another 
few weeks and I’ll be right.

 “It hurt day one when I did it 
and it hurt a lot when I was batting 
but I didn’t think it was too bad. 
With each day it got a bit sorer, so 
I knew it was probably bone as op-
posed to muscle.”

Cummins was named as Aaron 
Finch’s successor for the ODI cap-
taincy last year but has only led 

Australia in two of the team’s six
matches since then. He missed one
game against England when Josh
Hazlewood stepped in then all
three in India following the death
of his mother, as Steven Smith
took over.

Cummins, speaking at a part-
nership announcement between
Cricket Australia and HCLTech,
endorsed Mitchell Marsh, the new
T20I captain, as the logical option
to lead the ODI side against South
Africa in his absence although said
there could well be a rotation of the
role if players’ workloads are man-
aged ahead of the World Cup.

“The captaincy for the ODIs
we’ve kind of shared around a little

bit,” he said. “We’ll get over there, 
have a look at that. The good thing 
is we have a few options. [Mitch] is 
probably the most obvious one if 
he’s doing the T20s as well.

“Wouldn’t be surprised as well 
with the amount of ODIs before 
the World Cup that some guys 
might miss a game. If Mitch misses 
one, someone else might step up.”

Cummins termed Marsh “a real 
leader” and believes he will be an 
excellent fi t for the T20I team. 
Although he is currently appoint-
ed only for the three matches in 
South Africa, he is now the favour-
ite to take the role full time ahead 
of next year’s T20 World Cup in 
West Indies and USA. -Agencies

A U S T R A L I A N  S K I P P E R

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka all-
rounder Wanindu Hasaranga 
retired from Test cricket at age 26 
on Tuesday. He is understood to 
have made this decision in order 
to be more available for franchise 
cricket tournaments, according to 
an ESPNcricinfo report.

Hasaranga has not been a regular 
member of Sri Lanka’s Test squad 
over the last two years, but has 
played four Tests. He had largely 
failed to impress with the ball in 
those matches, taking four wickets 
at an average of 100.75, though he did 
hit a half-century in South Africa.

In any case, Hasaranga had 
recently been included in some 
wider training groups ahead of the 
Test series, and then not picked for 
the Test squad itself.  His involve-
ment in training in Sri Lanka had 
prevented him from taking up 
franchise cricket off ers. He had, 
for example, pulled out of Major 
League Cricket in the weeks before 
the tournament was to commence.

Although according to the Sri 
Lanka Cricket (SLC) release, the 
reason Hasaranga retires from 
Tests is in order “to prolong his 
career as a limited-overs special-

ist”, Hasaranga has no history 
with long-term injury. 

Unlike with, say, Thisara Perera,
who had also attempted to retire
from Test cricket in his 20s, but
had been told to hold off  by S:C,
Hasaranga’s discussions with SLC
are believed to have been cordial. 

Essentially, the board no longer
sees him as a potential Test player,
and is happy for him to pursue

other opportunities so long as he 
remains available for Sri Lanka’s 
white-ball games.

“We will accept his decision 
and are confi dent that Hasaranga 
will be a vital part of our white-
ball program going forward,” Ash-
ley De Silva, CEO of SLC, said.

Overall, Hasaranga played 
44 fi rst-class games, picking up 
102 wickets. He also has three 

fi rst-class centuries and 19 
half-centuries.

Hasaranga has so far repre-
sented Sri Lanka in 48 ODIs and 
58 T20Is and is an key member 
in the limited-overs setup. Hasa-
ranga is currently captaining his 
Lanka Premier League side B-
Love Kandy, and will be part of Sri 
Lanka’s forthcoming Asia Cup and 
World Cup campaigns. - Agencies

S R I  L A N K A N  C R I C K E T E R

England to host

Zimbabwe in one-off  

Test match in 2025

LONDON:England will host Zim-
babwe in a one-off  men’s Test in
May 2025, the fi rst time the teams
will have faced each other in the
format for more than 20 years.

They will play a four-day Test
from May 28-31 at a venue yet to
be decided.

England’s leading Test wicket-
taker James Anderson made his
debut the last time they played
Zimbabwe in 2003.

It follows talks between the
England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) and Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC)
about forging closer relations be-
tween the two sides.

“Zimbabwe has a proud cricket
history and has produced world-
class players and coaches who
have enriched the game across the
world,” said ECB chief executive
Richard Gould.

“We are committed to devel-
oping a closer relationship with
Zimbabwe Cricket and the an-

nouncement of this Test against 
our England men’s team is a step 
in that ambition.”

England have played three 
two-Test series against Zimba-
bwe in their history, drawing an 
away series 0-0 in 1996 before 1-0 
and 2-0 wins in 2000 and 2003 
respectively.

ZC managing director Givemore 
Makoni added: “The signifi cance 
and magnitude of this tour cannot 
be overemphasised.

“The experience of playing a 
Test match against a top team like 
England is massive for the current 
generation of our players, coming at 
a time when our game as a whole is 
on an upward trajectory. “This will 
be a historic tour for everyone in-
volved with cricket in Zimbabwe.”

They have not played a bilateral 
series against each other in any 
format since 2004, with cricketing 
relations severed at one point due 
to political issues. - Agencies
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS
The price of Oman oil has decreased, 
with prices for delivery by October 2023
reaching $87.19, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 50 
cents from the price of Monday, which
was $87.69. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,763.26 points, 
up by 0.02 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up by 
0.02 per cent at 473.63 points. Oman 
Chromite, up 3.77 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Shell Oman Marketing,
down 5.07 per cent, was the top loser.

Oil market remains tight as prices 
inch towards nine months high

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oil prices roared to-
wards the $90 per barrel mark fol-
lowing consistent gains since the
fourth week of July-2023, accord-
ing to a new report.

“The most recent support to
prices came from record demand
from Asian refi ners for US crude
deliveries amid obstacles that in-
cluded high temperatures imped-
ing pipeline deliveries to ports in
the US. Reports of continued buy-
ing of Saudi crude oil by China also
supported prices,” Kamco Invest
said in its Oil Market Monthly Re-
port August 2023.

Both WTI and Brent traded in
larger backwardation indicating 
scarce supplies in the near term.
Voluntary cuts from Opec+, Saudi
Arabia and Russia have supported
oil prices since last month. Never-
theless, an increase in crude stocks
in the US as well as a revision to
Chinese economic data indicating 
a slower-than-expected recovery 
in demand in China and globally 
partially off set the overall rally.

Data on weekly crude oil inven-
tories in the US showed a record
draw-down during the week ended
28 July 2023 by 17 million barrels
led by higher refi nery runs coupled
with increased crude oil exports,

especially to Asian buyers. Howev-
er, the report had minimal impact 
on prices as it coincided with the 
downgrade of sovereign ratings for 
the US by Fitch ratings.

In addition, the cancellation of 
the US government’s plan to buy 
6 million barrels of oil for its stra-
tegic reserves also aff ected prices. 
Meanwhile, the most recent report 
on crude oil inventories showed an 
increase of 5.9 million barrels in the 
US to reach 445.6 million barrels 
led by a slump in exports that more 
than off set higher refi nery runs. 
Higher production and imports 
also supported the inventories.

On the demand front, China fall-
ing into defl ation for the fi rst time 
in two years alerted oil watchers 

on the prospects of future de-
mand emanating from the world’s 
second-biggest oil buyer. A recent 
report from China showed crude 
oil imports sliding to a six-month 
low level to the smallest volume 
since January-2023, according to 
Bloomberg.

Another report from ESAI En-
ergy said that the impact of a re-
cent typhoon in China has aff ected 
mobility and economic activity 
and as a result, 2H-2023 demand 
in China is not expected to beat de-
mand during the fi rst half of 2023. 
On the other hand, a rate pause in 
India generated hopes of higher 
demand in the country. 

The most recent monthly oil 
demand data from India showed 

consumption increasing by 1.9
percent year-on-year (y-o-y) to
18.1 million tonnes but a seasonal
pattern during the monsoon re-
sulted in a 6.6 percent decline as
compared to the previous month.

Meanwhile, supplies tightened
even further this month when Sau-
di Arabia announced that it would
extend the ongoing additional
cuts of one million barrels per day 
(mb/d) into September-2023 with
an option to cut even deeper and
prolong further if needed. This
was added by Russia which an-
nounced that it would extend its
export curb until next month. The
cuts are expected to counter the
impact of a slowdown in the US
due to recessionary pressures as

well as the lacklustre data coming 
out of China.

World oil demand
World oil demand growth fore-
cast for 2023 was kept unchanged 
from the last month at 2.4 mb/d in 
Opec’s latest monthly report with 
demand expected to reach 102.0 
mb/d this year. However, there 
were adjustments to quarterly 
data for the year. According to the 
report, demand data for the fi rst 
quarter of 2023 was revised up-
wards for the OECD America and 
OECD Europe regions.

This increase was completely off -
set by downward revisions to data 
for Europe and Other Asia for Q2-
2023. For 2024, world oil demand 

growth was also left unchanged at 
2.2 mb/d with total demand expect-
ed to reach 104.3 mb/d.

Near-term forecasts for oil de-
mand in the US showed a contin-
ued decline in infl ation which is 
expected to support consumption.

The third quarter 2023 demand 
in the US is expected to remain 
strong mainly led by the increased 
mobility and air travel during the 
summer holiday season resulting 
in higher demand for gasoline and 
jet kerosene. 

“However, a slide in manufactur-
ing activity is expected to impact 
demand for industrial fuels, mainly 
diesel. The trend is expected to 
continue during the fourth quar-
ter of 2023 with higher demand 
for transportation fuels off set by 
lower demand for industrial fuels,” 
the Kamco Invest report said. For 
the OECD Europe region, a similar 
trend is visible as weak manufac-
turing activity is expected to con-
tinue led by slow economic activity 
and supply chain bottlenecks dur-
ing 2H-2023. In terms of products, 
demand for jet fuel and gasoline is 
expected to remain positive while 
diesel and petrochemical feedstock 
is expected to remain weak.

In the non-OECD region, the 
recent data from China painted 
a subdued picture for demand 
during the rest of the year. The 
CPI for July-2023 showed a y-
o-y decline in China. Trade data 
showed a steep decline in imports 
last month while exporters re-
duced exports resulting in piling 
domestic inventory. Moreover, 
the increase in sales of EVs has 
pulled peak oil demand in China 
by two years to 2023 from 2025, 
according to an offi  cial from Sin-
opec. Industry consultant Mys-
teel OilChem added that demand 
for diesel and gasoline is unlikely 
to reach pre-pandemic levels this 
year as EVs continue to challenge 
future demand.

Voluntary cuts from

Opec+ and reports of

continued buying of

Saudi crude by China 

also supported oil

prices

Carmakers race to develop 
solid-state batteries for EVs

BRUSSELS: All major European
car makers have embraced batter-
ies as they scramble to meet dead-
lines for EU regulation 2035 of 
phasing out the combustion engine.

Mercedes, BMW and Volkswa-
gen are all currently employing the
use of standard Lithium batteries.
But they’re also throwing signifi -
cant money into research and de-
velopment of the so-called solid-
state battery.

With the auto industry looking 
to cut carbon emissions by doing 
away with the combustion en-
gine, the battery has been the go-to
power source to replace petrol, a 
fossil fuel. The development of the
electric vehicle (EV) has created a 
demand for automobile batteries
with greater driving range.

Solid-state batteries could of-
fer this advantage over the bat-
teries currently in use, along with
higher energy density and faster
charging. They could prove both
lighter and safer.

From single-use to
solid-state
From simple, single-use cells like
the AA and AAA to rechargeable
battery cells like those used in EVs,
battery usage has also evolved sig-
nifi cantly since they were invent-
ed in the 1800s.

‘‘I think the battery is the great-
est innovation of the 21st century 
and it’s changing our world total-
ly,” Professor Ferdinand Duden-
hoeff er, director at the Center for
Automotive Research in Duis-

burg, Germany, told DW.
There are two main kinds of bat-

teries: primary and secondary. Pri-
mary batteries, also known as one-
use batteries, cannot be recharged. 
They provide steady energy 
throughout their lifespan but can-
not be reversed to produce more 
energy. The most popular type is 
the Alkaline battery, widely used 
in low-power standalone devices.

Secondary batteries, meanwhile, 
allow for chemical reactions to be 
reversed through voltage applica-
tion, making them rechargeable. 
Lead acid, nickel metal hydride and 
lithium-ion batteries are all used 
in the auto industry, particularly 
lightweight lithium batteries. Tesla 
relies heavily on lithium batteries 
for their electric cars.

New batteries could solve 
electric vehicle woes
Lithium batteries rely on a liquid 
electrolyte solution, which allows 
lithium ions to move as needed for 
the battery to function. With sol-
id-state batteries, scientists have 
managed to replace this liquid 
electrolyte with a solid electrolyte. 
This makes it possible to do away 
with the heavy separator compo-
nent needed to keep the positive 
electrode from coming into con-
tact with the negative electrode. 

The absence of a fl ammable liq-
uid electrolyte reduces the risk of 
fi re, making the battery safer com-
pared to the liquid-state battery.

Tests in labs both in Japan and 
Europe have shown much poten-

tial in the battery, with Toyota re-
cently announcing a breakthrough 
with the solid-state battery.  In 
early July, the Japanese carmaker 
said it had simplifi ed the produc-
tion process for materials used to 
make them. Toyota, the world’s 
second-largest car manufacturer, 
has said it plans to produce cars 
with solid-state batteries by 2025. 

Due to a higher energy density, 
the solid-state battery will power 
the car over longer distances, 
hence improving range, a key issue 
for both consumers and manufac-
turers when it comes to EVs.

So important is the solid-state 
battery technology that Volkswa-
gen has become the biggest share-
holder in QuantamScape, a solid-
state battery company founded in 
2010. In late July, the company’s 
stock soared on the news that it 
was working with a partner in the 
automotive industry on a poten-
tial launch of its fi rst commercial 
product.

Mercedes Benz, for its part, 
plans to go all-electric by 2030. 
They’ve also signed partnerships 
with companies like Prologium, a 
Taiwanese developer and manu-
facturer of solid-state batteries.

But alongside the numerous ad-
vantages, the solid-state battery is 
also thought to have a shorter bat-
tery life. Cracks can form and grow 
in these batteries, Lorenz Olbrich, 
a doctoral student in Materials 
Science at Oxford University told 
DW, “hence providing a shorter 
lifetime for the battery.” -DW
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China cuts interest 
rates on standing 
lending facility

BEIJING:  China’s central 
bank lowered the interest 
rates on its standing lending 
facility (SLF) on Tuesday.
The overnight rate was cut 
by 10 basis points to 2.65 
percent. The seven-day and 
one-month rates were each
lowered by 10 basis points to 
2.8 percent and 3.15 percent,
respectively, according to the 
People’s Bank of China.
The SLF, introduced by 
the central bank early in
2013, serves as a channel to 
meet the liquidity needs of 
fi nancial institutions. These 
institutions can take out
SLF loans from the central
bank, using qualifi ed bonds 
and other credit assets as
collateral. -Xinhua

Tesla cuts prices 
in China for select

p

Model Y versions

BEIJING: Tesla on Monday 
said it has cut prices in
China for its Model Y long-
range and performance 
versions starting on August 
14, sending its shares lower 
on concern of further pres-
sure on its profi t margins. 
This marks the fi rst time 
since January that Tesla 
has reduced its vehicle
prices in China, although the
US electric carmaker has 
turned to other incentives 
to boost sales in the face of 
rising competition in recent 
months. -Xinhua

B R I E F S

TOKYO: Japan’s economic 
growth jumped at an annual pace 
of 6 per cent in the April-June pe-
riod, marking the third straight 
quarter of growth as exports and 
inbound tourism recovered.

Real gross domestic prod-
uct, which measures the sum 
value of a nation’s products 
and services, grew 1.5 per cent 
in the fi scal fi rst quarter for the 
world’s third-largest economy, 
the Cabinet Offi  ce said Tuesday.

The annualised pace shows 
what the growth would have 
been if what was marked dur-
ing the quarter had continued 
for a year. The rate outpaced 
what analysts had forecast at 3.1 
per cent growth, the Associated 
Press (AP) reported.

The latest quarter showed the 
strongest growth since October-
December 2020 when Japan’s 
GDP grew 1.9 per cent on-quar-
ter and 7.9 per cent annualised 
rate. Exports grew 3.2 per cent in 
the three months through June, 
according to the government. 
Auto exports have grown lately, 
after a period in which they had 
stalled on the shortage of com-
puter chips and other parts. Pro-
duction was crimped because of 
social restrictions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Also contributing to quar-
terly growth was the return of 
tourism, as social restrictions 
eased, and borders opened to in-
bound travel. Tourism revenue 
contributes to export growth in 

such GDP data.
On the negative side, private

consumption stalled, declining 
0.5 per cent compared to the pre-
vious quarter. Public demand,
which includes government
spending, rose 0.3 per cent.

Some analysts think signs of 
recovery will prompt Japan’s
central bank to take action on a 
policy change and move toward
higher interest rates.

The Bank of Japan has taken
a super-easy monetary policy 
for years, at zero or below-zero
interest rates, to jumpstart an
economy beset by defl ation, the
opposite of what the world is
worried about lately, or infl ation.

Defl ation can be lethal, sign-
aling stagnation. Japan has a 
shrinking population caused by 
an extremely low birth rate.

But recent data show the
economy may be gradually pick-
ing up and wresting itself out of 
stagnation and defl ation. Com-
plicating matters is that high in-
terest rates can make borrowing 
more expensive and contribute
to a slowdown, just when the
economy is starting to rebound.

“The data is likely to provide
the Bank of Japan with more
room for normalization, al-
though the initial short-lived
bounce in the Japanese yen
seems to refl ect some market
expectations that patience from
the central bank is still the likely 
stance,” said Yeap Jun Rong,
market analyst at IG. -BNA

A N N U A L I S E D  P A C E

Japanese economic 
growth surges on strong
exports and tourism 
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,763.26 points, up by 
0.02 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up 
by 0.02 per cent at 473.63 points. 
Oman Chromite, up 3.77 per cent, 
was the top gainer while Shell 
Oman Marketing, down 5.07 per 
cent, was the top loser. Shares of 
Abraj Energy Services were the 
most active in terms of the num-
ber of shares traded as well as in 
terms of turnover.

A total number of 453 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating 
a turnover of OMR1.26 mil-
lion, with more than 5.6 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 39 
traded securities, 14 advanced, 
9 declined, and 16 remained un-
changed. At the session close, 
GCC and Arab investors were net 
buyers for OMR328,000 while 
foreign investors were net sellers 
for OMR215,000, followed by do-
mestic investors for OMR113,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,785.07 points, up 0.01 per cent. 
Prices of Muscat Finance, Oman 

& Emirates Investment, Oman 
United Insurance, Bank Muscat 
were up by 1.85 per cent, 1.47 per 
cent, 0.38 per cent, 0.36 per cent 
respectively. Prices of Al Anwar 
Investment, Ominvest were up 
by 1.19 per cent, 0.53 per cent 
respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
6,117.04 points, up 0.47 per cent. 
Prices of Oman Chromite, Con-
struction Materials, Oman Ca-
bles Industry, Galfar Engineer-
ing, Jazeera Steel Products were 
up by 3.77 per cent, 3.45 per cent, 
2.50 per cent, 1.24 per cent, 0.37 
per cent respectively. Prices of 
Gulf Mushroom Products were 
up by 1.74 per cent respectively.

Services Index was down by 
0.25 per cent before closing at 
1,660.37 points. Prices of Re-
naissance Services, OIFC, Oman 
Telecom were up by 3.47 per 
cent, 2.70 per cent, 0.50 per cent 
respectively. Prices of National 
Gas, SMN Power Holding, Mus-
cat Desalination, Abraj Energy 
were up by 2.15 per cent, 1.25 per 
cent, 1.10 per cent, 0.68 per cent 
respectively. — United Securities

Oman Chromite, up 3.77 per cent, was the top 

gainer while Shell Oman Marketing, down 

5.07 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY, AUGUST 15

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SERVICES .............................................................50,674................19,414 ........... 15 ............... 0.375 ........0.388...........0.375 ........... 0.388 ............0.375 ............0.013 ............3.467 ............0.388 ..............0.375 ............0.388............. 0.100 ....... 91,727,080
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. .......................................................................3,000.....................207 ..............1 ............... 0.069 ........0.069 ......... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ............0.068........... 0.001 ............ 1.471 .............0.069 ..............0.069............0.069............. 0.100 ......... 8,409,375
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM............................................................................. 192,953.............192,957........... 18 ............... 1.000 ........1.005 .......... 1.000........... 1.005 ............1.000 ........... 0.005 ............0.500 ............1.005 ..............1.000............1.100 ............. 0.100 .... 753,750,000
OM0000001087............  OMAN UNITED INSURANCE............................................................. 750.................... 200..............1 ............... 0.266 ........0.266 ......... 0.266 ........... 0.266 ............0.265 ........... 0.001 ............0.377 ........... 0.266 ............. 0.262............0.265............. 0.100 ...... 26,600,000
OM0000002176............  JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS..........................................................5,000..................1,355..............1 ............... 0.271 ........0.271 ...........0.271 ........... 0.271 ............0.270........... 0.001 ............0.370 ............0.271 ............. 0.270 ............0.271 ............. 0.100 .......33,847,347
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ................................................................................. 888,401............ 249,966 ...........25 ............... 0.281 ........0.282 ..........0.281...........0.282 ............0.281 ........... 0.001 ............0.356 ........... 0.282 ............. 0.280 ............0.290 ............ 0.100 ..2,116,803,971
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE .......................................................................... 163,450................. 9,970 ............. 6 ............... 0.061 ........0.061...........0.061 ........... 0.061 ............0.061........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.061............. 0.060 ............0.061 ............. 0.100 ........21,723,765
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK ............................................... 10,020..................1,079 ............. 3 ............... 0.108 ........0.108 ...........0.107 ........... 0.108 ............0.108 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.108 ..............0.106............0.108 ............. 0.100 .....495,726,727
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ..............................................................................9,500..................... 817............. 3 ............... 0.086 ........0.086 ......... 0.086........... 0.086 ............0.086........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.086..............0.085............0.086............. 0.100 .......15,050,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ...............................................................................................5,277.................. 1,981 ............. 3 ............... 0.374 ........0.378...........0.373........... 0.378 ............0.380.......... -0.002 .......... -0.526............0.378 ..............0.374 ............0.418 ............. 0.100 .....252,642,131
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ................................................................ 729,276...............58,080 ...........50 ............... 0.080 ........0.081.......... 0.079 ........... 0.079 ............0.080...........-0.001 .......... -1.250 ............0.079............. 0.080 ............0.079............. 0.100 ........15,771,212
Total ..................................11 .............................................................................................................2,058,301............ 536,026.........126 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN.......................................................SECURITY NAME ..........................................................................................................................VOLUME...................... TURNOVER ........... TRADES..............OPEN PRICE...........HIGH ...................LOW................ CLOSE PR............PREV. CLOSE...........DIFF (RO) .................DIFF %..................LAST PR .................LAST BID.......... LAST OFFER...............PAR VALUE............. MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index  High Low Value Prev . Value Diff  Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX  4,766.64 4,756.48 4,763.26 4,762.42 0.84 0.02
FINANCIAL INDEX  7,790.64 7,773.98 7,785.07 7,784.01 1.06 0.01
Industry Index  6,120.37 6,085.62 6,117.04 6,088.13 28.91 0.47
Services Index  1,667.27 1,660.37 1,660.37 1,664.54 -4.17 -0.25
MSX Shariah Index  475.44 472.67 473.63 473.56 0.07 0.02
MSX TR INDEX  6,272.80 6,259.43 6,268.35 6,267.25 1.10 0.02
FINANCIAL TR IDX  8,501.02 8,482.84 8,494.94 8,493.78 1.15 0.01
SERVICES TR IDX  1,840.46 1,832.84 1,832.84 1,837.45 -4.61 -0.25
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX  6,538.08 6,500.95 6,534.52 6,503.63 30.89 0.47

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
5,603,078.................... 1,260,036 .....................453 .............. 23,948,600,126 ................ 14 ........................9 .................... 16 .........................39

OM0000001020 ...........  OMAN CHROMITE ................................................................................6,000.............. 28,821 .......... 16 ................ 4.751.........4.950 ..........4.751 ...........4.950 ............4.770........... 0.180 ............. 3.774............ 4.950............ 4.800 ............5.247.............. 1.000 ......14,850,000
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ........................................................................... 193,100...............16,723 .......... 17 ................ 0.085 ........0.090 ......... 0.085 ........... 0.089 ............0.086........... 0.003.............3.488 ........... 0.089 .............0.085............0.089.............. 0.100 ......41,935,588
OM0000001368............  CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INDUSTRIES .............................1,600...................... 96 .............1 ................ 0.060 ........0.060 ......... 0.060 ...........0.060 ............0.058........... 0.002.............3.448 ........... 0.060 ............ 0.060............0.061 .............. 0.100 ........ 3,750,000
OM0000001707............  OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY ...............................................................2,500.................5,125.............1 ................ 2.050 ........2.050 ......... 2.050...........2.050 ............2.000 .......... 0.050 .............2.500 ........... 2.050............ 0.000............2.050 ............. 0.100 ... 183,885,000
OM0000001590............  MUSCAT FINANCE ............................................................................ 99,000................ 5,445 ............ 6 ................ 0.055 ........0.055...........0.055 ........... 0.055 ............0.054........... 0.001 ............. 1.852 .............0.055 .............0.054 ............0.055 .............. 0.100 ......16,893,048
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING ........................744,459............122,828 ..........49 ................ 0.162 ........0.167 ...........0.162 ........... 0.164 ............0.162........... 0.002............. 1.235 .............0.164 .............0.166 ............0.165.............. 0.100 ...... 33,289,777
OM0000001608............  OMAN  PACKAGING ............................................................................. 1,730....................337 .............1 ................ 0.195 ........ 0.195...........0.195 ........... 0.195 ............0.195 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.195 ............. 0.195............0.000 ............. 0.100 ........6,324,993
OM0000001897............  MAJAN COLLEGE..................................................................................2,553....................273............ 2 ................ 0.107 ........0.107 ...........0.107........... 0.107 ............0.107........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.107.............0.107............0.107.............. 0.100 ........9,630,000
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS.................................................................................... 66,850..............20,665 .......... 12 ................ 0.320 ........0.320 ......... 0.307...........0.320 ............0.320........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.320 .............0.310............0.320 ............. 0.100 ..... 38,400,000
OM0000003141 ............  BARKA WATER AND POWER........................................................R 25,000.................1,025 ............ 3 ................ 0.041 ........0.041 ...........0.041 ........... 0.041 ............0.041........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.041 ............ 0.040 ............0.041.............. 0.100 ........6,560,000
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY.................................................................................. 500...................... 65 .............1 ................ 0.130 ........0.130 ...........0.130........... 0.130 ............0.130 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.130 .............0.122 ............0.130 .............. 0.100 ......10,582,358
OM0000004420...........  BANK NIZWA ...........................................................................................A 2,070.................... 199.............1 ................ 0.096 ........0.096 ......... 0.096........... 0.096 ............0.096 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.096.............0.087 ............0.096.............. 0.100 .... 214,747,491
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ............................................................................ 39,096.................5,552 ............ 4 ................ 0.142 ........0.142 ...........0.142........... 0.142 ............0.142........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.142 .............0.142 ............0.145 .............. 0.100 ... 237,056,220
OM0000007811 ............  MUSANDAM POWER ........................................................................R 75,000..............21,000 .............5 ................0.280 ........0.280 ......... 0.280 ...........0.280 ............0.280........... 0.000.............0.000 ........... 0.280 ............ 0.280 ............0.283.............. 0.100 ......19,709,200
OM0000008868 ...........  THE PEARL REIF ................................................................................ 93,100.............. 10,987 ............ 9 ................ 0.118......... 0.119 ...........0.118 ........... 0.118 ............. 0.118 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ............0.118 ............. 0.118 ............ 0.118 .............. 0.100 ......50,122,885
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES ......................................................1,396,489........... 409,664 ........ 117 ................ 0.295 ........0.295 ......... 0.292 ........... 0.293 ............0.295 .......... -0.002 ........... -0.678 ........... 0.293 .............0.293 ............0.293.............. 0.100 ...225,668,600
OM0000007084 ...........  MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION ................................................ 135,000.............. 12,150 .............7 ................ 0.090 ........0.090 ......... 0.090 ...........0.090 ............0.091 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.099 ........... 0.090 .............0.089 ............0.090 ............. 0.100 ...... 13,999,536
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ...............................................................66,760.................5,541 ............ 3 ................ 0.083 ........0.083.......... 0.083........... 0.083 ............0.084...........-0.001 ........... -1.190............0.083............ 0.082 ............0.083.............. 0.100 ......17,098,000
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS .....................................................3,100.................... 701 ............ 2 ................ 0.229 ........0.229 ......... 0.226 ...........0.226 ............0.230.......... -0.004........... -1.739 ........... 0.226............ 0.226 ............0.229 ............. 0.100 ......10,343,070
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ................................................................................... 79,026.................7,289 ...........11 ................ 0.093 ........0.093...........0.091 ........... 0.091 ............0.093 .......... -0.002 ........... -2.151 ............0.091 .............0.091............0.092.............. 0.100 .........7,735,000
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MARKETING............................................................ 4,200.................3,775............ 4 ................ 0.930 ........0.930 ......... 0.898 ........... 0.898 ............0.946.......... -0.048 ........... -5.074 ............0.898 .............0.898 ............0.898.............. 0.100 ......85,310,000
Total ..................................21 .............................................................................................................. 3,037,133............678,261 ....... 272 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Datamount signs agreement to provide hosting and 

cloud services at its data centre in Jabal Akhdar

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Datamount, the lead-
ing provider of hosting services and 
data centres in Oman, has signed a 
strategic agreement with Axeron 
Capital Holding, the leading global 
provider in the cryptocurrency 
sector, and Afaaq Advanced Tech-
nology. This agreement aims for 
Datamount to provide hosting and 
cloud services at its data centre in 
Al Jabal Al Akhdar.

Under this agreement, Data-
mount will provide hosting and 
cloud services in the fi rst phase of 
its new Tier III Uptime certifi ed 
data centre which is in the Al Jabal 
Al Akhdar, which is distinguished 
by its distinctive geographical 
nature and low temperatures 
throughout the year, which will 
contribute to saving the electricity 
consumption. 

The signing of this agreement 
comes within the framework of 
the keenness of Datamount, the 

company owned by a few govern-
ment pension funds and other in-
vestors, to localise the data centre 
industry and create an attractive 
environment for investments in 

this sector, especially with the ac-
celeration of the pace of digital
transformation in the Sultanate of 
Oman and the eff orts being made
to provide digital services.

The signing of the agreement 
with Axeron and Afaq Advanced
Technologies will enhance their
capabilities to implement their
future expansion plans and take
advantage of the exceptional op-
portunities off ered by the Sultan-
ate of Oman in this fi eld.

Al Jabal Al Akhdar Datacenter 
is the second datacentre for Data-
mount after the Muscat datacen-
tre. The company’s data centres
are environmentally friendly, li-
censed, and certifi ed by the LEED
international organisation con-
cerned with preserving the envi-
ronment. They are also designed
with the latest specifi cations and
use the latest cybersecurity tech-
nologies and artifi cial intelligence
with the availability of systems,
high-quality power and cooling 
systems, protection from cyber-at-
tacks and fi re protection systems
supported by well-trained profes-
sional human cadres to manage
data centres.

C O L L A B O R A T I O N

DP World to add 3 million TEU of new 
container handling capacity by end of 2023

DUBAI: DP World expects to add 
approximately 3 million Twenty-
Foot Equivalent Units (TEUs) of 
new container handling capac-
ity by the end of the year, adding 
much needed infrastructure and 
capacity to boost global supply 
chain resilience.

The global trade enabler cur-
rently manages approximately 9 
per cent of the world’s handling 
capacity, putting it among the top 
fi ve global port operators. The ex-
pansions will take its total gross 
capacity to 93.6 million TEUs, 
helping meet growing demand in 
key trade markets.

Supply chain advisors, Drewry, 
forecast global container 
throughput will grow to 932 mil-
lion TEU by 2025, up from 858 
million TEU in 2021. The fi rm’s 
capacity expansion plans come 
at a vital time with infl ation, in-
creased cost of living and geo-
political uncertainties causing 
concern about global trade and 
fuelling demand for faster, more 
resilient supply chain solutions.

According to DP World’s recent 
Trade in Transition 2023 report, 
businesses are still prioritising 
growth through market expansion, 
citing the key drivers of export 
growth in 2023 to be growing de-
mand and expansion of operations 
into new markets. The report also 
revealed the use of the technology 
as the top reason executives re-
main optimistic about global trade.

Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, 
Group Chairman and CEO of DP 
World, said, “We are committed 

to investing in our infrastructure 
to meet the growing demand for 
trade. These capacity additions 
will further strengthen our po-
sition as a leading global supply 
chain solutions provider connect-
ing economies, businesses and 
consumers around the world.”

Tiemen Meester, COO Ports & 
Terminals, DP World, said, “We 
have to take a longer-term view of 
global economics, looking at how 
demand will change and how we 
can meet it in the most effi  cient 
way. Our medium-term target is 
to reach 100 million TEU a year, 
subject to demand.”

Alongside the physical expan-
sion, the projects also focus on 
digitalisation - implementing new 
technology and modern Terminal 
Operating Systems, which will fur-

ther increase capacity by automat-
ing and streamlining operations
within each port, thereby enabling 
greater fl ow of trade and more ef-
fi cient processes for customers.

By introducing automated 
equipment and smarter ways of 
working, DP World expects to 
signifi cantly boost its handling 
capacity within the same physi-
cal footprint. Furthermore, au-
tomised equipment powered by 
electricity replaces fossil fuelled 
equipment, thus cutting CO2 

emissions for DP World and its 
clients drastically.

In March, DP World announced 
the fi rst commercial use of its 
revolutionary BOXBAY high-bay 
storage system at the Pusan New-
port Corporation (PNC) terminal 
in South Korea. -WAM

G L O B A L  T R A D E  E N A B L E R

India likely to 

become third 

largest economy

by 2027

NEW DELHI: Soumya Kanti 
Ghosh, the Group Chief Eco-
nomic Advisor at State Bank of 
India (SBI), on Tuesday reiter-
ated that India is likely to be-
come the third largest economy 
by 2027.

Indian economy is currently 
ranked fi fth and is behind the
US, China, Japan and Germany.

In 2014 when Narendra Modi
was sworn in as the prime min-
ister, India was the 10th largest
economy. In 2022, India be-
came the fi fth-largest economy 
overtaking the UK.

“The Prime Minister’s speech
today (at the Red Fort) under-
lines the rapid structural trans-
formation the Indian economy 
has undergone in the last dec-
ade,” SBI’s Ghosh said as per
public broadcaster DD News.

Achievement
“And most likely in the next cou-
ple of years, by 2027, India will
become the third largest econo-
my, just after US and China. And
that is going to be a creditable
achievement for India by any 
standards. As the Prime Minis-
ter pointed out, the success of 
India today lies in its 140 crore
people who are aspirational,
who are forward-looking, and
who are continuously reskilling 
themselves for a better tomor-
row,” Ghosh said. -ANI

C U R R E N T L Y  R A N K E D  5 T H
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An article in the El-
sevier-distributed 
Journal of Investi-
gative Dermatology 

reports the discovery of four 
linked genetic variants that 
are likely to have an impact on 
hair whorl orientation.

A hair whorl is a group of 
hair that develops in a circu-
lar pattern around a point that 
is dictated by the direction of 
the hair follicles. The scalp 
hair whorl pattern, a clearly 
visible human characteristic, 
can be described typically us-
ing the whorl number (single 
or double whorl) and whorl 
direction.

Since odd whorl patterns 
have been observed in per-
sons with poor brain develop-

ment, understanding the ge-
netic basis of whorl patterns 
may help in unravelling im-
portant biological processes.

After the initial genome-
wide association study 
(GWAS) on human scalp hair 
whorls was carried out in 
2,149 Chinese adults from the 
National Survey of Physical 
Traits cohort, a replication 
study was carried out in 1,950 
Chinese participants from 
the Taizhou Longitudinal 
Study cohort.

Lead investigator Sijia 
Wang, PhD, Shanghai Insti-
tute of Nutrition and Health, 
explained, “We know very lit-
tle about why we look like we 
do. Our group has been look-
ing for the genes underlying 

various interesting traits of 
physical appearance, includ-
ing fi ngerprint patterns, eye-
brow thickness, earlobe shape 
and hair curliness. Hair whorl 
is one of the traits that we 
were curious about.

The prevailing opinion 
was that hair whorl direc-
tion is controlled by a single 
gene, exhibiting Mendelian 
inheritance. However, our 
results demonstrate that  di-
rection is infl uenced by the 
cumulative eff ects of multiple 
genes, suggesting a polygenic 
inheritance.”

Four related genetic vari-
ations are found in the re-
search (at 7p21.3, 5q33.2, 
7q33, and 14q32.13).

By controlling the cell po-

larity of hair follicles, these 
genetic variations are expect-
ed to aff ect the orientation of 
the hair whorls. Closure and 
expansion of the cranial neu-
ral tube may also be aff ected.

Professor Wang contin-
ued, “While previous work 
proposed the hypothesis of 
associations between hair 
whorl patterns and abnormal 
neurological development, no 
signifi cant genetic associa-
tions were observed between 
hair whorl direction and be-
havioral, cognitive, or neuro-
logical phenotypes. Although 
we still know very little about 
why we look like we do, we 
are confi dent that curiosity 
will eventually drive us to the 
answers — ANI

THE GENETIC BASIS AND POLYGENIC NATURE OF HAIR WHORL ORIENTATION ARE BOTH 
SHOWN BY THE FIRST GENE MAPPING STUDY ON HUMAN SCALP HAIR WHORLS.

STUDY REVEALS
GENES THAT CONTROL

HAIR WHORL DIRECTION
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Varane heads winner for 
United against Wolves

LONDON: Raphael Varane scored 
the winner 14 minutes from time 
as Manchester United gained a 
lucky win against Wolves in their 
opening game of the new Premier 
League season on Monday night.

Erik ten Hag’s side hardly creat-
ed a chance of note until Bruno Fer-
nandes found Aaron Wan-Bissaka 
with a superb pass inside the area.

The right-back calmly lifted the 
bouncing ball to the edge of the six-
yard box, where Varane used his 
height to get above Nelson Semedo 
and head home, BBC Sport reported.

It was extremely harsh on 
Wolves, who made light of last 
week’s change of manager to pro-
duce a superb performance in 
Gary O’Neil’s fi rst game in charge.

O’Neil was booked for his protests 
in claiming for a late penalty as Unit-
ed clung on for a fortunate victory.

United’s debutant goalkeeper 
Andre Onana avoided punish-
ment in added time for clattering 
into Sasa Kalajdzic when he came 
for a cross without making con-
tact with the ball.

Matheus Cunha should have 
given Wolves the lead before then
as Pablo Sarabia’s low cross found
him unmarked just beyond the far
post but despite steadying him-

self, the Brazilian hit the outside 
of the upright.

Cunha fi zzed a low shot wide 
just before the break and Pedro 
Neto fi red straight at Onana be-
fore Varane’s decisive eff ort while 
Fabio Silva had two goal-bound ef-
forts saved as Wolves pressed for 
an equaliser.

So equal was the contest that it 
is no surprise given in 11 meetings 
over the past four years only twice 
have these two sides managed to 
produce more than a single goal 
between them.

United’s new outfi eld recruit 
Mason Mount also failed to make 
an impact and in a game where so 
much of their off ensive play was 
average, Fernandes’ inspired pass 
to create the goal stood out.

The Old Traff ord crowd do 
have a new hero in Onana though. 
The Cameroon keeper produced 
a conservative performance with 
the ball at his feet and did not ven-
ture too far from his goal when the 
home side pressed forward.

However, the saves he made 
were important and the reception 
the former Ajax and Inter Milan 
man received from the stands indi-
cated the home fans are very much 
on his side.  - Agencies

Wolves fought hard in Gary O’Neil’s fi rst game 

in charge but were unlucky not to be awarded 

a penalty late in the Premiership match 

Bayern arrival Kane dreams of Champions League victory at Wembley

BERLIN: Big dreams seem 
synonymous with big clubs for 
England’s captain, Harry Kane.

Joining German record cham-
pion and 2020 treble winner Bay-
ern Munich, the 30-year-old for-
mer Tottenham star discussed 
his desire recently. Kane has 
his sights set on the 2023-2024 
UEFA Champions League with 
his new team.

Having committed to a four-year 
contract until 2027, Kane expressed 
excitement about the Champions 
League fi nal’s location.

“The prospect of winning at 
Wembley is overwhelmingly 
exciting,” he said. “It’s a way to go 
but the goals of the club and me 
match perfectly as we want to win 

all possible titles.” For Kane, the 
Champions League title isn’t just 
a dream - it’s a genuine target. He 
believes it’s within Bayern Mu-
nich’s grasp.

The Three Lions top scorer 
conveyed his intent to infuse ad-
ditional leadership into Bayern’s 
lineup. He stated, “It is part of my 
personality to push other players 
to another level.”

Kane is keen on collaborat-
ing with Bayern icon Thomas 
Muller. 

“He already asked for a game of 
golf, and I guess we will get that 
done over the upcoming weeks,” 
he mentioned.

The transition to the Bundes-
liga presents Kane with a new set 

of challenges. “I spend all my life 
in England and have to get used to 
many new things, not only the lan-
guage,” Kane said.

Although deeply connected to 
his English roots, Kane felt the 
moment was ripe for a fresh start. 
Bayern off ers the platform to per-

form at the pinnacle, and Kane is 
well aware of the expectations, es-
pecially in scoring. “Goal-scoring 
is my job and I have proven I can 
address expectations,” the Eng-
land captain stated.

He acknowledges the signifi -
cant investment Bayern made. 
“I feel the responsibility to repay 
the over 100 million euros paid 
by Bayern to Tottenham,” he 
conveyed.

Kane had in-depth conver-
sations with Bayern manager 
Thomas Tuchel. “I enjoyed 
his energy,” he shared, while 
Tuchel signified Bayern’s intent 
to tailor their game to Kane’s 
strengths.

Reflecting on his transfer, 

Kane shared his feelings about 
the recent transition. “The past 
days have delivered many up-
and-down experiences as it was 
the first transfer I was involved 
in, but I am finally happy to be 
here and was amazed by the 
warm welcome I received from 
the fans,” he recounted.

In the coming weeks, Kane’s 
focus will be on acclimating to 
his new environment, learning 
German, and bonding with his 
teammates.

Bayern, led by Kane, is set to 
face Werder Bremen in their 
2023-2024 Bundesliga opener. 
This follows their 3-0 defeat 
in the German Supercup fi nal 
against RB Leipzig. – Xinhua

B U N D E S L I G A

Offi  cials to miss weekend 
games after penalty error
LONDON: Three Premier
League offi  cials at the centre of 
a decision not to award a penalty 
to Wolves at Manchester United
have been overlooked for this
weekend’s matches, BBC Sport 
reported on Tuesday.

Wolves were denied a late pen-
alty on Monday when United
keeper Andre Onana crashed into
Sasa Kalajdzic and failed to make
contact with the ball.

Wolves boss Gary O’Neil said
elite referees manager Jon Moss
told him he “could not believe”
the error.

It is also understood referees’
chief Howard Webb, who is head
of the Professional Game Match
Offi  cials Limited (PGMOL), also
contacted Wolves offi  cials after
the match to apologise.

Referee Simon Hooper, video
assistant referee (VAR) Michael
Salisbury and assistant VAR 
Richard West are regarded as “not
selected” rather than “dropped”
as the weekend appointments had
not been made prior to Monday’s
game. However, the move is a di-
rect result of the collective failure
to award the injury-time penalty 
and is part of Webb’s demand for
enhanced accountability for
mistakes.

“Jon Moss said it was a bla-
tant penalty and should have
been given - fair play to him, he
apologised,” said O’Neil after
the match.

“I have spent a lot of time with
him today to understand the

new guidelines, trying not to get 
myself booked in the fi rst game, 
which I have failed in.

“But fair play to Jon for com-
ing out and saying it was a clear 
and obvious error - he couldn’t 
believe the on-fi eld referee 
didn’t give it and can’t believe 
VAR [video assistant referee] 
didn’t intervene.

“It probably made me feel 
worse, actually, because you 
know you are right. I feel worse 
about leaving with nothing. Live, I 
was told they didn’t think it was a 
clear and obvious error.”

Onana disagreed with O’Neil 
and Moss, saying the incident was 
just a natural coming together of 
players.

Asked if it was a penalty, the 
Cameroon international said: 
“No, goalkeepers make decisions, 
sometimes you are right, some-
times you are not.

“I made a decision and I am re-
sponsible for everything. For me 
it was contact between two big 
guys and nothing happened. But 
for us, the most important thing 
was to win and I am happy for the 
victory.

“Of course I was confi dent [a 
penalty would not be given].”

United manager Erik ten Hag 
said “it can always happen” when 
asked if he was concerned wheth-
er Hooper was going to the moni-
tor as he moved towards the side 
of the pitch. - Agencies

P R E M I E R  L E A G U E

Barca coach Xavi 
lashes out at 
referee after opener

MADRID: Barcelona coach Xavi 
Hernandez launched a blister-
ing attack on La Liga and ref-
eree Cesar Soto Grado after his 
side’s title defense started with 
a 0-0 draw away to Getafe on 
Sunday.

Neither side was able to score 
in a match that lasted an incred-
ible hour and 55 minutes, with 10 
minutes of injury time added in 
the fi rst half and 15 at the end of 
the second half to compensate for 
the constant stoppages provoked 
by Getafe’s tactics.

Barca’s Raphinha was sent off  
for elbowing Getafe defender 
Gaston Alvarez. Xavi was also 
sent to the stands for his pro-
tests at Getafe’s attempts to 
break up and stop the play with 
time wasting and a non-stop 
stream of fouls and off -the-ball 
incidents.

Speaking to the press after-
wards, Xavi pulled no punches 
with what he had seen.

“The responsibility belongs to 

the referee. The limits are set by 
the referee,” he said in his press 
conference.

“Raphinha was wrong, but a 
lot of things had happened to him 
before. I think and believe that 
is obvious,” he said, saying the 
“product” of La Liga was “embar-
rassing, at least today.”

“It’s normal that people don’t 
want to watch football, because 
this wasn’t a game,” he fumed.

The Barca coach was also fu-
rious that his team was denied 
what looked like a clear penalty 
in the 14th minute of the second 
half injury time. 

Ronald Araujo was clearly 
tripped in the Getafe penalty 
area, but after checking the VAR, 
Soto Grado ruled out a penalty 
for a supposed prior handball by 
Barca midfi elder Gavi.

“If you are going to give hand-
ball, it has to be clear and this 
wasn’t clear. VAR is a great tool if 
it is used well, but today it wasn’t 
used well,” fumed Xavi. – Xinhua

L A  L I G A

Lewis to stay
with Man City 
until 2028
LONDON: Versatile defender Rico 
Lewis has signed a new fi ve-year 
contract with Manchester City. 
The Bury-born 18-year-old made 
his fi rst-team debut last season and 
went on to make 16 starts, scoring 
once, as City won the Treble.

The academy graduate had a 
year left on his existing deal and 
has committed himself to the club 
until 2028.

“It’s been an unbelievable 
year for me and now to sign this 
contract is a dream come true,” he 
said.

“As a City fan, I can remember 
watching us winning trophies 
when I was young and it’s the only 
place I’ve wanted to be.

“To know I’m going to be here 
until 2028 is fantastic and I can’t 
wait to keep working and keep 
improving.”

Lewis also made his debut for 
England’s Under-21s in March.

His fi fth fi rst-team appearance 
for City came in the Champions 
League at home to Sevilla last 
November and he became the 
youngest player to score on their 
fi rst start in the competition, 
breaking a record set by for-
mer Real Madrid striker Karim 
Benzema.

“Everyone at the club has been 
so amazing, starting with the acad-
emy where I learnt so much and I 
am hugely grateful for everything 
they did,” Lewis added.

“The fans have been brilliant 
and I’ll give everything for them 
and the club to try to keep us being 
successful.” - Agencies

C O N T R A C T  R E N E W A L
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Scientifi c expedition
supports high-quality

development in Xinjiang
Scientists conduct

rapid fi eld-testing

and sampling of

surface water at the

headwaters of the Tarim

River during the third

comprehensive scientifi c

expedition in northwest

China’s Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region. Xinhua

World Nomads Fashion Festival held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
A man presents traditional Kyrgyz attire during the World Nomads

Fashion Festival in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. A celebration event was

held here to mark the 5th anniversary of the World Nomads Fashion

Festival. Xinhua

Flamingos seen in 
Agamon Hula Lake
area in Israel
Flamingos are seen 

in the Agamon 

Hula Lake area of 

the Hula Valley 

in northern

Israel, during the

migration season. 

Xinhua

Budapest Zoo celebrates 157th
anniversary in Hungary
A ring-tailed lemur tastes a piece 

of special cake edible for both

humans and animals at Budapest 

Zoo in Budapest, Hungary. Xinhua

Bollywood actor Sunny Deol with actor Utkarsh 
Sharma poses for a photograph
Bollywood actor Sunny Deol with actor Utkarsh 

Sharma poses for a photograph during a press 

conference for celebration of success their fi lm 

‘Gadar 2’, in Mumbai. ANI Photo

Afghan men working at China invested project
Afghan employees work at the construction site of a China-

funded housing complex in Kabul, Afghanistan. Xinhua
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OAB launches ‘Ruwad Al Arabi’
leadership development programme

MUSCAT: A fi rst in the Sultan-
ate of Oman, Oman Arab Bank 
(OAB) launched its new Ruwad Al 
Arabi for leadership development 
programme in association with 
Harvard Business Publishing Cor-
porate Learning; under the aus-
pices Dr Ali bin Qassim Al Lawati, 
President of the Royal Academy of 
Management.

The event welcomed the learn-
ers from within OAB and the 
bank’s strategic partners who will 
participate in the programme, 
which is designed to nurture the 
future leaders from within, from 
aspiring leaders to seasoned pro-
fessionals seeking to enhance 
their managerial skills.

Sulaiman Al Harthi, CEO of 
Oman Arab Bank, said: “Ruwad 
Al Arabi for Leadership Devel-
opment will off er an incredible 
learning journey for our employ-
ees, as we develop the latest lead-
ership skills that will help Oman 
Arab Bank continue to build on 
its great many successes of the 
past 50 years. We are committed 
to empowering our staff  with the 
knowledge, skills and insights 
necessary to thrive in the dy-
namic world of management and 
leadership, equipping them with 
the tools required to excel, while 
fostering personal growth and de-
velopment. Our aim is to provide 
a holistic understanding of man-

agement principles, enabling im-
pactful contributions and driving 
meaningful change.”

Sinead Lindley, Head of Client 
Relations at Harvard Business 

Publishing, who was present at
the event added, “Participants in
the programme will gain access to
a wealth of knowledge curated by 
world-class faculty and industry 

experts, drawn from Harvard Busi-
ness School’s extensive research 
and real-world case studies. 

“The use of Harvard Manage 
Mentor will provide the learners 
with over 42 topics that address 
today’s most pressing manage-
ment matters. This is the fi rst of 
its kind program in Oman and we 
are very pleased to be part of Oman 
Arab Bank’s journey.”

The programme will draw upon 
a comprehensive curriculum that 
covers a wide range of essential 
topics, from strategic thinking and 
decision-making to interpersonal 
skills and eff ective communica-
tion, featuring interactive exer-
cises, practical simulations and 
thought-provoking discussions. 
Dedicated mentors and facilita-
tors will be available to address 

participants’ questions, provide
guidance and off er personalised
assistance. 

The bank employees will also 
have the opportunity to explore
various government and private
organisations, gaining insights
into their operations. This will
not only provide an understand-
ing of their functions but also help
align the bank’s endeavors with
the nation’s trajectory, especially 
in alignment with Oman Vision
2040. The success story sessions
will off er a sneak peek into the
narratives that have shaped excep-
tional leaders in Oman. 

The launch of Ruwad Al Arabi 
for Leadership Development fol-
lows the announcement earlier
this year of the Ruwad Al Arabi
(Leaders of Tomorrow) program,
providing prestigious intern-
ships with the bank for talented
young Omani university and col-
lege graduates. Its assessment
process is currently underway 
after an overwhelming response
of more than 2,000 applicants.
This program will provide its
participants with meaningful
work experience and the skills
required to bolster employment
prospects within, or outside, the
banking sector. Its ultimate goal
is to improve the employability 
of young Omani nationals while
growing the Omani workforce,
empowering future leaders and
fostering economic competitive-
ness and growth.

The event welcomed the learners 

from within OAB and the bank’s

strategic partners who will participate 

in the programme, which is designed

to nurture the future leaders from within, 

from aspiring leaders to seasoned 

professionals seeking to enhance 

their managerial skills

Bank Nizwa continues to 

invest in Omani talents

Capri Court and Chow Mee: Signature 

Flavours of Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah 

MUSCAT: Recognising high per-
formance, potential, and capa-
bilities, Bank Nizwa recently an-
nounced the promotion of three of 
its senior retail staff  members to 
higher positions. This strategic de-
cision underscores the bank’s un-
wavering dedication to providing 
career advancement opportunities 
and empowering local talents by 
enabling them to take on elevated 
roles and responsibilities.

Backed by years of experience 
and an inherent zeal to achieve the 
broader goals of the bank, Jassim 
Al-Hajri was appointed as Region-
al Manager for the Governorates 
of Muscat and South Al-Batinah, 
Musallam Al-Busaidi as Regional 
Manager for the Governorates of 
Al-Dakhiliyah, North Al-Sharqi-
yah, Al-Dhahirah and Al-Buraimi 
and Abdul Wahhab Al-Rawahi as 
Regional Manager for the Gover-
norates of North Al-Batinah and 
South Al-Sharqiyah, where the re-
gional managers will perform their 
duties under the supervision of the 
Head of Branches, Talib bin Salam 
Al Yarubi.

Congratulating the employees 
on the promotions, Khaled Al 
Kayed, Chief Executive Offi  cer 
at Bank Nizwa stated, “A funda-
mental aspect of any thriving or-
ganisation is the value it accords 
to nurturing its employees. It is 
due to the eff orts of the team that 

we have successfully been driving 
innovation and customer satis-
faction while achieving opera-
tional effi  ciency and excellence. 
As a people-centric bank, we are 
invested in our people; we fos-
ter a dynamic work culture that 
promotes creative thinking and 
encourages individuals to take on 
leadership roles. Moreover, as we 
generate opportunities for career 
advancement within our organi-
sation, we contribute to the de-
velopment of a skilled workforce 
for the nation. By empowering 
nationals to take on key roles, we 
also help in the creation of a more 
resilient, independent, and sus-
tainable economy.”

Goodwill
He added saying, “Over the years, 
Bank Nizwa has established 
strong goodwill in the market and 
our customer base has consist-
ently been witnessing a steady 
rise. Keeping this in mind, we also 
acknowledge the immense im-
portance of retaining and nurtur-
ing skilled professionals who can 
address the diverse needs of our 
ever-growing client base.”

With more than 30 years of ex-
perience in the banking sector 
and the proven capacity to man-
age branches with a turnover of 
OMR100 million, the new Region-
al Managers are not just capable 

of tackling complex scenarios but 
also reserve the talent to off er val-
uable guidance to staff  members. 
This, in turn, plays an instrumen-
tal role in preparing the next batch 
of competent leaders in the bank. 

Being elevated from positions 
within the organisation, the trio 
also has a better understanding of 
the bank’s Sharia-compliant retail 
products, all of which are off ered 
to customers through the bank’s 
branches strategically located 
throughout the country. Bank Ni-
zwa currently operates 21 retail 
branches and a fully functional 
digital branch at the Mall of Oman. 
The bank’s physical presence is 
complemented by its advance-
ments in the digital realm. Bank 
Nizwa’s popular mobile app and 
trusted Internet banking services 
further attest to its keen focus on 
enhancing its online presence and 
making banking more accessible, 
seamless, and effi  cient. 

While Bank Nizwa continues to 
expand its reach, it also ensures 
that its commitment to customer 
service remains uncompromised. 
With the recent promotions, Bank 
Nizwa reiterates its practice of 
strengthening the bank with im-
pactful leaders dedicated to forti-
fying client relationships, deliver-
ing exceptional levels of service, 
and upholding the core values of 
the bank. 

S T R A T E G I C  D E C I S I O N C U L I N A R Y  J O U R N E Y

MUSCAT: Amidst the captivat-
ing embrace of the Omani coast-
line, Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah 
off ers more than just picturesque 
vistas—it promises culinary jour-
neys that evoke memories and 
create new ones. This summer, 
two of its distinguished dining 
venues, Capri Court and Chow 
Mee, are all set to delight guests 
with their signature fl avours.

Chow Mee: A Southeast Asian 
streetfood style journey

Craving for the delightful tex-
tures of stir-fry udon noodles? 
Or the intricate fl avours of a well-
prepared dim-sum? Look no fur-
ther than Chow Mee, open from 
Monday to Friday from 6.30pm. 
Helmed by the accomplished 
Chef Ida, the restaurant is a ha-
ven for those eager to experience 
the authentic tastes of Southeast 
Asia. Through his expertise, he 
brings forth dishes that are not 
just meals, but experiences that 
transport your palate to the bus-

tling streets and vibrant markets
of Southeast Asia. With each bite,
diners can expect an amalgama-
tion of tradition and innovation
and wok-fi red dishes. 

Capri Court: An authentic 
Italian escape 
If European elegance and the se-
rene fl avours of the Mediterra-

nean beckon, then Capri Court is
your destination within Muscat. 
Guided by the culinary prowess
of Chef Daniel Di Sacco, straight
from Italy, the restaurant, open
from Wednesday to Sunday from 
7pm, promises an immersion into
the heart of Italian cuisine. This
summer, Capri Court’s menu em-
phasizes the freshest ingredients 
sourced from the Italian coast
with locally sourced fl avours.
Chef Di Sacco’s artistry ensures
that each dish is a celebration of 
authenticity, embodying the rich
heritage and passion of Italian
cooking from homemade pasta 
to seafood cooked the Italian way. 

On top, savour a range of vegan
dishes specially curated in all the
restaurants, that are carefully 
presented with creativity and fl a-
vours that know no bound! Your
experience will be a journey worth
savouring. For reservations: 2477
6565 or follow @shangrilabar-
raljissahresort @chowmee.om @
capricourt.om on Instagram. 



https://www.centrepointstores.com/om/en/
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