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citizens evacuated from
sudan arrive in Jeddah
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Oman has evacuated its citizens
from strife-torn Sudan in a Saudi
Arabian ship that reached Jed-
dah on Wednesday. 

Mass evacuation of foreign
civilians from Sudan continued
on Wednesday - the second day
of a ceasefire agreed between
the country's warring military
factions. 

The latest US-brokered
ceasefire in Sudan has allowed
several countries to evacuate
their nationals. 

A statement issued by the
Omani consulate in Jeddah said,
‘Deputy Consul General Saif al
Amri and First Secretary Awad
Raafit received some Omani
families and Sudanese residents
of the sultanate, who arrived in
Jeddah after they were evacu-
ated from Sudan.’

According to the Saudi foreign
ministry, a ship carrying nearly
1,700 civilians from more than
50 countries fleeing violence in
Sudan docked in Jeddah, as part
of the largest evacuation effort
by the kingdom so far.

The evacuees were ‘trans-
ported by one of Saudi Arabia's
ships, and the kingdom was keen
to provide all the basic needs of

foreign nationals in preparation
for their departure’, the ministry
said in a statement.

The conflict - which began on
April 15 - arose from a bitter
power struggle between the
leaders of Sudan's regular army
and a rival paramilitary group,
the Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

A French chartered flight ar-
rived in Paris Charles-de-Gaulle
airport on Wednesday morning
with 245 people aboard. 

Britain said on Wednesday it
had evacuated between 200 to
300 citizens as part of an ‘exten-
sive operation’.

Germany said it had ended its

evacuation operations, with over
700 people flown out of the
country.

The latest 72-hour ceasefire
began at midnight on Monday
and, while fragile, appeared to be
holding. Volker Perthes, the UN
special envoy to Sudan, said the
ceasefire is still being observed in
some parts of the country.

But witnesses late on Tuesday
reported gunfire and explosions
in Khartoum and the nearby
town of Omdurman.

"The pause was not fully up-
held, with attacks on headquar-
ters, attempts to gain ground, air

strikes, and explosions in differ-
ent areas of the capital," Perthes
told the Security Council.

"There is yet no unequivocal
sign that either is ready to seri-
ously negotiate, suggesting that
both think that securing a mili-
tary victory over the other is pos-
sible."

Security fears were com-
pounded when the World Health
Organization warned on Tues-
day of a ‘huge biological risk’
after fighters occupied a Khar-
toum laboratory holding samples
of cholera, measles, polio and
other infectious diseases.

Naabi treks to
North Pole, scales
its highest peak

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Following the success of festi-
vals like Muscat Nights and
Muscat Eats, Muscat Municipal-
ity is planning to hold a month-
long summer fiesta starting June
28.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, a
Muscat Municipality official
said, “The municipality will hold
a series of summer events from
June 28 to July 28. The festival
aims to stimulate commercial
movement, create recreational
activities for families and chil-
dren, and provide job opportuni-
ties.”

With the festival, the munici-
pality also wants to promote do-
mestic tourism and support local
industries by providing a space
for social and cultural interac-
tion, the official stated. 

As a first step, the municipal-
ity has floated tenders inviting
bids from interested parties for
various events and entertain-
ment activities, including deco-
ration and designing of the
festival site. “The events will be

focused on children and fami-
lies.”

According to the official, the
festival site has not been fi-
nalised. “One site will be chosen
from among Azaiba Beach,
North al Hail or Sur al Hadid in
Seeb.”

The summer festival is in-
tended to encourage people to
visit beaches and be close to na-
ture, he added. “Our aim is to
give an incentive to people to
come out from their homes and
engage in recreational activities
on beaches. We are hoping that
people will throng the venue and
enjoy the games and other activ-
ities planned for the event.”

About the municipality’s
work, he said the civic body is ex-
erting efforts to provide avenues
for public entertainment and to
support domestic tourism.

The municipality held Muscat
Festival, re-branded as Muscat
Nights, after a gap of three years
from January 19 to February 4,
held at Qurum Park, Naseem
Garden, Oman Convention and
Exhibition Centre and Oman Au-
tomobile Association.

Iran appreciates Oman’s constructive role in lifting sanctions
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian ap-
preciated Oman’s role in lifting
sanctions on Iran, describing it as
“constructive and fruitful”.

In a statement to ONA, he said
that the sultanate has serious ini-
tiatives for the Iranian nuclear
deal that will contribute to return-
ing to the negotiations.

Amir-Abdollahian made the
remarks in his meeting with
Sayyid Badr Hamad al Busaidi,

Foreign Minister, in Muscat, on
Tuesday night.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed several issues on enhanc-
ing cooperation between the two
countries, in addition to regional
and international issues, espe-
cially Palestine, the Yemeni-
Yemeni reconciliation, and the
situation in Sudan.

“We discussed bilateral coop-
eration, and our shared commit-
ment to fostering regional
security, stability and construc-
tive dialogue among all coun-
tries,” Sayyid Badr tweeted. 

Amir-Abdollahian informed
that following the visit of Iranian
President Dr Ebrahim Raisi to
Muscat last year, relations be-
tween the two countries have
further grown. 

According to news agency
IRNA, Amir-Abdollahian said
that the two sides agreed to hold
the 20th Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting soon. 

The two ministers also dis-
cussed the date of His Majesty
Haitham bin Tarik’s visit to Iran
based on an official invitation ex-
tended by President Raisi. 

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Omani adventurer Suleiman bin
Hamoud al Naabi has realised his
dream of the Explorer’s Grand
Slam - climbing the world’s seven
highest peaks and trekking to the
North and South poles.

The latest of his feats in com-
pleting the Explorer’s Grand Slam
- reaching the North Pole - was
accomplished on April 12. How-
ever, he didn’t stop there and
went on to climb the highest
mountain in the Svalbard archi-
pelago in the Arctic - Mount
Newtontoppen - which is 1,713m
above sea level.

Speaking to Muscat Daily from
Oslo, Norway Naabi said, “I man-
aged to reach the North Pole on
April 12. I completed the trip by
climbing Mount Newtontoppen
on April 23. I raised the picture of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik and the flag of the sultanate
on the highest peak of the North
Pole.” 

About the challenges he faced,
Naabi said adjusting to low tem-
peratures “dropping to -40°C is
one thing, but tackling sudden
snowfall accompanied by strong
winds took the difficulty to ex-
treme levels”.

The conditions often led to
hazy vision, requiring special
glasses covering the entire face.

He described this as one of the
most difficult aspects of this feat.
He also faced the imminent dan-
ger of encountering polar bears
and arctic wolves. “This is one of
the toughest challenges possible
for a person to test mental and
physical abilities.”

The Explorer’s Grand Slam co-
mprises climbing the seven high-
est peaks (Everest, Aconcagua,
Denali, Kilimanjaro, Elbrus, Vin-
son, and Puncak Jaya or Kosci-
uszko) on every continent and
reaching the two poles.

Besides the seven summits,
Naabi has also scaled the
4,807.81m Mount Blanc in
France, the highest mountain in
the Alps and western Europe.

“I have achieved this feat to
prove to the world that Omanis
are capable of great achieve-
ments and overcoming chal-
lenges, in addition to sending a
message to the world that Oman
is a country of peace.”

Municipality plans
summer festival

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Four people were rescued in
South Sharqiyah on Tuesday
night and two in North Sharqiyah
on Wednesday afternoon during
heavy rains caused by a low-
pressure trough, which is likely to
continue to affect the country’s
weather till the weekend.

The weather is expected to be
cloudy in most governorates, the
National Multi Hazard Early
Warning Centre stated.

On Wednesday night, the De-
partment of Civil Defence and
Ambulance in South Sharqiyah
stated, ‘Three vehicles carrying
nine people were washed away in
Wadi al Batha in Jaalan Bani Bu
Ali, of which six have been res-
cued. Search is on for the others.’ 

12 people rescued from
wadis in Sharqiyah

‘Deputy Consul General Saif al Amri and
First Secretary Awad Raafit received some
Omani families and Sudanese residents of
the sultanate, who arrived in Jeddah after
they were evacuated from Sudan’

MusandaM zip line certified by Guinness as lonGest over water 
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Operators of Oman Adven-
ture Centre have stated that
its 1,800m zip line has been
officially certified by Guinness
World Records as the longest
zip wire over water. 

The Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism announced on
Wednesday that the Oman
Adventure Centre and the zip
line are now officially open. 

Riders travel 1,800m from
Jebel Fitt reaching speeds of
up to 80kmph. The ride ends
on a platform connected to
Atana Khasab Hotel. 

The zip line offers breath-
taking views of Khor Qadi and
the Mokhi area along the coa-
st of Khasab, providing touri-
sts a truly unique experience
that seamlessly combines ad-
venture and exploration. Cost
of a single ride is RO18 and
RO25 for two..

The ministry allocated 
the land and budget for the 
zip line project, which was 
implemented by Omran in
partnership with Musandam
Governor’s Office.

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)

(ONA)
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480 Dhofar SMEs benefit
from tourism initiatives 

Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

Muscat Municipality is imple-
menting slope protection works
at Al Qurum Al Sarooj in Muscat
in efforts to protect the beach
from erosion.  

The beach along Grand Hyatt
Muscat bore the brunt of Cy-
clone Shaheen in October 2021,
when large chunks of grass pave-
ments were swept away. Al-
though earth was dumped on the
slopes after the cyclone, waves
continue to slowly erode the
loose embankment. 

A statement issued by Mus-
cat Municipality said, ‘The mu-
nicipality is implementing a
coastal erosion protection 
project to safeguard the slopes
at Al Qurum Al Sarooj beach in
the wilayat of Bausher, over a
length of 1,400m, using metal
panels, reinforced concrete and
gravel lined with cement. A
1.5km walkway will also be con-
structed besides the reinforced
stretch.’

The work is expected to be
completed by the end of 2023, it
stated.

Musallam al Shukairi, a resi-
dent of Shatti al Qurum, writing
to Muscat Daily following erosion
of beaches in his area, said that
there was an attempt to fill the
eroded land with soil to prevent
further deterioration, but it did
not help much. “There is urgent
need to refill lost soil and con-
struct a solid pavement or wave
breakers to prevent further soil
erosion.”

He also said that there was
need of proper steps for people
to access the beach instead of
the current situation “where peo-
ple walk to the beach from any-
where, resulting in more soil

erosion”.
Rising sea levels create stress

not only on the physical coast-
line, but also on coastal ecosys-
tems. Saltwater intrusions lead
to contamination of freshwater

aquifers, many of which sustain
municipal and agricultural water
supplies and natural ecosystems.

A study conducted by Sultan
Qaboos University in 2014 – ti-
tled ‘GIS-based framework for
the simulation of the impacts of
sea level rise and coastal flooding
on Oman’ – found that the sul-
tanate is highly vulnerable to cli-
mate change-induced sea level
rise (SLR).

‘At the national scale, nearly
400sqkm of land area is pro-
jected to be inundated under the
smallest SLR scenario, while

under the highest SLR scenario,
over 900sqkm will be potentially
inundated. An assessment of the
vulnerability of productive land
use showed that the gover-
norates of Batinah and Muscat
are the most vulnerable under 
all SLR scenarios,’ the study
stated.

The Environment Authority is
currently coordinating with con-
cerned authorities to develop so-
lutions, including wave breakers
and depositing sand on the
beaches undergoing rapid ero-
sion.

‘At the national scale, nearly
400sqkm of land area is projected to
be inundated under the smallest sea
level rise scenario, while under the
highest SLR scenario, over 900sqkm
will be potentially inundated’

Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

Over 480 small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) benefited from
tourism initiatives in Dhofar in
2022.

A statement issued by Dhofar
Municipality said that the total
value of contracts awarded to
these SMEs in 2022 was
RO3.5mn, signaling the signifi-
cant impact of the initiatives on
the local economy.

The municipality also offered
lease and rental contracts for 84
sites on its land, with 51 sites
being allocated through usufruct
contracts and 33 sites through
rental contracts.

Of the 84 sites, 60 are located
in the Uptown Salalah project
and ten in the Muqshin Rest
Area. In addition, the Nawafeth
site in the Atteen plain was allo-
cated, equipped and prepared
with all operational requirements
so that SMEs registered with the
Authority for Small and Medium
Enterprises Development
(ASMED) could showcase their

products and provide their serv-
ices to visitors.

Dhofar Municipality, in coor-
dination with the Ministry of
Labour, appointed nearly 500
young men and women on tem-
porary as well as permanent
work contracts, and prepared
temporary sites for entrepre-
neurs.

The municipality confirmed
that SMEs set up several tradi-
tional and non-traditional activi-
ties at these locations, including
retail activities, amusement cen-
tres and games, cafes and busi-

nesses offering digital solutions
and modern technologies.

SMEs have stood out in the
last few years as the key driver
behind economic development
in the sultanate with the sector
contributing about 25 per cent or
RO8bn to the GDP, according to
ASMED.

The latest statistics show that
the total number of SMEs regis-
tered in the country till Septem-
ber 2022 was 210,877, while the
number of SMEs registered with
the ASMED till December 2022
was 104,141.

MoL announces over
3,000 job rotation
opportunities 
Our Correspondent  
Muscat

The Ministry of Labour (MoL)
has announced that employees in
government units can now start
applying for 3,233 job rotation
opportunities.  

Job rotation is a management
strategy in which employees are
shifted at regular intervals on as-
signments between departments
to make them versatile within an
organisation. It helps in testing
employee skills to assign them
tasks in line with their competen-
cies as well as reduces monotony
of job.

MoL stated that the initiative

has several benefits, including
improving the quality of govern-
ment services by raising effi-
ciency of human capital,
achieving administrative reforms,
preparing empowered leaders,
and raising institutional perform-
ance.

A statement issued by MoL
said that the job rotation scheme
is open till May 6 for workers in
government units through the
Ejada platform.

‘Dear Employee, you must
complete your profile and include
an updated CV in order to be able
to apply for the offered opportu-
nities. For support and assis-
tance, log on to www.ejada.om’

Municipality 
calls on residents,
citizens to combat
mosquito menace
Muscat - Muscat Municipality
has urged citizens and residents
to cooperate with fieldwork
teams spraying insecticides in
homes and residential neigh-
bourhoods to prevent the spread
of mosquitoes.

Muscat Municipality
launched a vector control cam-
paign recently with an aim to
combat mosquitoes, creating a
healthier environment for citi-
zens and residents, in several
parts of Muscat.

A statement issued by the
municipality on Wednesday said,
‘Muscat Municipality urges citi-
zens and residents to cooperate
with fieldwork teams and allow
them to investigate breeding
sites of mosquitoes. 

‘We continue our mosquito
control campaigns targeting
breeding sites, and call on mem-
bers of the community to adopt
hygienic practices to eliminate
breeding environments.’ 

Mosquitoes are usually found
in industrial areas and in places
where water collects due to im-
proper drainage.

Muscat - The sultanate, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism, will take part
in Arabian Travel Market (ATM)
from May 1 to 4 in Dubai. 

Twenty establishments from
Oman related to the tourism sec-
tor will participate in the event. 

The sultanate’s participation
will focus on introducing its
tourism attractions and show-
casing its facilities. 

Oman will have a dedicated
area of 250sqm at ATM 2023,
including a tourism information
centre, a hospitality tent and an
exhibition of traditional crafts.
The 20 Omani tourism establish-
ments at the event will have sep-
arate exhibition booths. 

ATM 2023 will highlight the
future of sustainable tourism in
line with the event’s theme of
‘Working towards net zero.’ 

Oman to participate in ATM 2023

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)

Project launched to protect
Qurum beach from erosion  
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Total value of projects awarded
in Oman during the first quarter
of 2023 reached US$960mn, up
by nearly 92 per cent compared
to US$501mn worth of projects
awarded in the first quarter of
last year, according to a research
report released on Wednesday.

GCC project awards ex-
panded during the first quarter
despite global economic chal-
lenges such as the global banking
sector turmoil, higher inflation,
and the ongoing Ukraine-Russia
conflict, Kuwait-based Kamco
Investment said in its GCC Proj-
ects Market Update report.

With regards to the new
planned projects in Oman, the
report said that the sultanate
currently has approximately
US$7.8bn worth of contracts in
the tendering or bid evaluation
stage.

Total value of contracts
awarded in the six GCC coun-
tries increased by 55 per cent
year-on-year during the first
quarter of 2023 to US$29.9bn as
compared to US$19.3bn during
the same period of 2022. This
was the second highest quarterly
project awards since the start of
2022, the report noted.

All GCC project markets wit-
nessed year-on-year project
awards growth during the first
quarter of 2023 except for
Bahrain which remains the
smallest project market in the re-
gion. Saudi Arabia remained the
largest projects market in the
GCC during the first quarter of

this year. Saudi Arabia’s project
awards recorded 17.9 per cent
growth during the quarter to
reach US$13.3bn as compared
with US$11.3bn in the same pe-
riod a year ago.

Saudi Arabia alone accounted
over 44.6 per cent of the con-
tracts awarded in the GCC re-
gion during the first quarter,
while Saudi Arabia, UAE and
Qatar combined represented
84.1 per cent of the overall proj-
ects in the GCC.

The UAE project awards more
than doubled to reach US$10bn
during the first quarter while
Kuwait’s contract awards
reached US$1.8bn this year as
compared with US$407mn in
the corresponding period of
2022 recording the highest per-
centage year-on-year contract
awards increase in the region.

In terms of sector classifica-
tion, the chemicals sector wit-
nessed the biggest increase in
the value of projects awarded
during the year recording
US$4.7bn year-on-year increase
in new contract awards to reach
a total of US$5.7bn during the
first quarter of 2023.

As per the report, the growth
in the GCC project awards dur-
ing the first quarter has been
partly fuelled by the determina-
tion of the GCC countries to di-
versify their economies away
from hydrocarbons. GCC mem-
ber states have backed and in-
vested in projects in the
industrial sector such as alu-
minum, steel, and other indus-
trial equipment manufacturing
projects.

Projects awarded
in Oman up 92%
to $960mn in Q1

Paris, France – Global sales of
electric vehicles are booming
and are expected to account for
nearly one in five cars sold this
year, according to a report re-
leased Wednesday.

The International Energy
Agency (IEA) said the rapid elec-
trification of road transportation
will have big implications for the
energy industry as it will elimi-
nate the need for five million bar-
rels of oil per day by the end of
the decade.

World oil consumption aver-
ages just over 100mn barrels per
day.

"Electric vehicles are one of
the driving forces in the new
global energy economy that is
rapidly emerging – and they are
bringing about a historic trans-
formation of the car manufactur-
ing industry worldwide," IEA
Executive Director Fatih Birol
said in a statement.

In its annual report on electric
vehicles, the IEA said it expects

annual sales to rise 35 per cent
this year to reach 14mn.

It projected that to be a mar-
ket share of 18 per cent, up from
four per cent in 2020.

The IEA said the overwhelm-
ing majority of electric car sales
are concentrated in three mar-
kets: China, Europe and the
United States.

China is in pole position, ac-
counting for 60 per cent of global
electric vehicle sales last year,
the IEA said.

It said measures such as the
Inflation Reduction Act in the
United States, which offers gen-
erous subsidies to consumers to
switch to electric vehicles, would
further boost sales in the coming
years.

The IEA forecasts that the av-
erage share of electric cars in
total sales across China, the EU
and the United States is set to
rise to around 60 per cent by
2030.
AFP

Demand for 
electric cars
‘booming’: IEA
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San Francisco, US – Google par-
ent company Alphabet beat
market expectations in the first
quarter of 2023 with a net profit
of US$15bn, in a sign that the
search engine behemoth is re-
gaining its footing.

The tech titan has found itself
under pressure due to a general
slowdown in advertising spend-
ing, over-hiring during a Covid-
era boom and a major challenge
by Microsoft on artificial intelli-
gence (AI).

Its quarterly revenue came in
at nearly US$70bn, a billion bet-
ter than expected by analysts,
and in the same three-month pe-
riod that the company said it
would lay off 12,000 staff, or six
per cent of its workforce.

Microsoft's results for the first
three months of the year also
pleased investors on Tuesday,
lifted by its industry-leading
business cloud products.

The company founded by Bill
Gates reported profit of
US$18.3bn on revenue of
US$52.9bn as Cloud and AI
more than offset drops in rev-
enue from licensing Windows
software to computer makers, as
sales suffer in that market.

Most market attention was on
Google, which became a focus of
worry when Microsoft-backed
ChatGPT was released and
quickly went viral late last year.
The Windows maker has added
the technology to its Bing search
engine and office software.

The search giant has since
rushed out Bard, its own version
of the language-based AI, but the
release was seen as clumsy and
has so far disappointed ob-
servers and company insiders,
according to media reports.

"We'll continue to incorporate
generative AI advances to make
search better in a thoughtful and
deliberate way," Google chief
Sundar Pichai said during an
earnings call.

"And we will test and iterate

as we go because we know that
billions of people trust Google to
provide the right information."

An arms race over AI is ex-
pected to play out for several
years and could prove to be ex-
pensive for the tech giants.

To get itself battle ready for
the AI wars ahead, Google has
reorganised its AI division, put-
ting the independently run Deep
Mind subsidiary inside the com-
pany in a division called Google
Brain.

'Serious challenges'
The threat from an AI-aug-
mented Bing sent Pichai on a rare
US media tour recently to reas-
sure that the company remained
an industry leader on everything
from search to maps to AI pio-
neering.

Despite headwinds, Pichai re-
ceived a total compensation
package worth more than
US$225mn in 2022, according to
a regulatory filing posted last
week.

Google-owned YouTube's ad-
vertising revenue dropped for the
third quarter in a row. However,
there was "strong watchtime
growth" at a YouTube Shorts sec-
tion added to counter TikTok .

During the quarter, YouTube
chief Susan Wojcicki stepped
down after nine years, replaced
by longtime executive Neal
Mohan.

"Google exceeded both rev-
enue and earnings expectations

this quarter, but reasons for in-
vestor optimism are modest,"
said Insider Intelligence senior
analyst Max Willens.

"Google's core business is
facing the most serious chal-
lenges it has encountered in
quite some time."

Despite challenges, Alpha-
bet’s share price has recovered
well from lows seen before Jan-
uary's layoff announcements and
on Tuesday shot up by more
than 4 per cent in after-hours
trading to US$108.4.

This was still well shy of the
near US$150 seen in 2021, when
ad revenue was pouring in.

Microsoft has been steadily
pressing on with its AI revolution,
recently announcing that it
would apply the powers behind
ChatGPT to its iconic Excel,
Word and Outlook programs.

The Redmond, Washington
giant has been swiftly adopting
language-based AI, showing less
caution than its rivals despite
early problems such as chatbots
giving disturbing responses or
blatantly inaccurate information.

"We see that when people
use the new AI features, their en-
gagement with Bing and Edge
goes up," Microsoft chief Satya
Nadella said during an earnings
call.

"We look forward to continu-
ing this journey in what is a gen-
erational shift in the largest
software category - search."
AFP

Google, Microsoft top
market expectations
as AI rivalry heats up

London, UK – Britain on
Wednesday blocked Microsoft's
US$69bn takeover of US video
game giant Activision Blizzard,
arguing it would harm competi-
tion in cloud gaming and leaving
the blockbuster deal in peril.

The UK's Competition and
Markets Authority prevented the
deal "over concerns... (it) would
alter the future of the fast-grow-
ing cloud gaming market, leading
to reduced innovation and less
choice for UK gamers over the
years to come", the CMA said in
a final decision on its long-run-
ning probe.

Microsoft replied it would ap-
peal the verdict over its vast
takeover, which has yet to win
regulatory approvals in Europe or
the United States.

The Xbox-owner launched in
2022 its bid to create the world's
third biggest gaming company
by revenue with the takeover of
Activision, owner of hit games
"Candy Crush" and "Call Of
Duty", triggering antitrust con-
cerns worldwide.

The CMA added Wednesday
that Microsoft's proposed reme-
dies over cloud gaming con-
tained "significant
shortcomings" and would re-
quire further regulatory over-
sight instead of allowing the
market to decide.

"Preventing the merger would
effectively allow market forces
to continue to operate and
shape the development of cloud
gaming without this regulatory

intervention," it added in the
statement.

Martin Coleman, chair of the
independent panel of experts

conducting the CMA probe, said
the landmark deal would have
handed Microsoft even more
power over rivals.

"Microsoft already enjoys a
powerful position and head start
over other competitors in cloud
gaming and this deal would
strengthen that advantage, giv-
ing it the ability to undermine

new and innovative competi-
tors," Coleman said.

"Microsoft engaged con-
structively with us to try to ad-

dress these issues and we are
grateful for that, but their pro-
posals were not effective to rem-
edy our concerns and would
have replaced competition with
ineffective regulation in a new
and dynamic market."

The announcement comes
one month after the CMA nar-
rowed the scope of its probe to

cloud gaming, after concluding
that Microsoft's deal would not
damage competition in relation
to console gaming.

Yet it argued on Wednesday
that the video games market
needed competition to thrive.

"Cloud gaming needs a free,
competitive market to drive in-
novation and choice," added
Coleman.

"That is best achieved by al-
lowing the current competitive
dynamics in cloud gaming to
continue to do their job."

The Xbox-owner launched in
2022 its bid to create the world's
third biggest gaming company
by revenue with the takeover of
Activision, owner of hit games
"Candy Crush" and "Call Of
Duty", triggering antitrust con-
cerns worldwide.
AFP

Britain blocks Microsoft's $69bn
takeover of Activision Blizzard

Brussels, Belgium – The EU un-
veiled an overhaul of its fiscal
rules on Wednesday, a long-
awaited reform that has bitterly
divided member states over how
to encourage investment while
strengthening scrutiny of gov-
ernment spending.

The European Commission,
the EU's executive arm, pre-
sented the proposal to simplify
the complex rules, known as the
Stability and Growth Pact, which
limit how much the bloc's 27
member states can borrow.

Critics say the rules have
failed to prevent debts from ris-
ing among the 27 member states
and they must be reformed to fit
with the reality of the bloc's di-
verse economies.

But the commission also
pointed to boosted defence
spending as Brussels comes to
terms with what the reality of
war raging on the bloc's
doorstep, in Ukraine, means for
EU countries.

The pact is currently sus-
pended following the Covid pan-
demic and the Ukraine conflict.

But the reform has split the
bloc between the more frugal
northern countries, including
Germany, and southern states
like Italy.

There will now be months of
rancorous negotiations between
member states and the European
Parliament because different

countries want changes for dif-
ferent reasons.

The commission has set an
ambitious target of concluding
the negotiations by the end of
this year but that appears un-
likely at this stage.

Germany, a staunch defender
of fiscal discipline, fears the re-
form will overly relax the Euro-
pean Union's budgetary
straitjacket and undermine fair-
ness within the bloc. Italy and
others argue the rules constrain
their ability to invest.

The pact currently stipulates
that states' public deficits should
not go above three percent of
gross domestic product, and
debt should stay below 60 per
cent of GDP.

Wednesday's proposals do
not deviate far from what the
commission first announced as

plans for reform in November
2022.

The three-percent deficit and
60-per cent debt targets will
stay, but there will be more flex-
ibility through individual plans for
debt reduction tailor-made for
each country.

"We simultaneously ensure
both equal treatment and con-
sideration of country-specific sit-
uations," the EU's economy
commissioner, Paolo Gentiloni,
told a news conference.

The EU also wants to give
wiggle room for countries to in-
vest in digital and green transi-
tions as Brussels tackles the
challenge from the United States
and China, where energy costs
are cheaper and lavish subsidies
risk luring businesses away from
Europe.
AFP

EU to revamp spending
rules to boost growth 

The UK's Competition and Markets 
Authority said the landmark deal would
have handed Microsoft even more
power over rivals
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The Ministry of Labour's Wage
Protection System (WPS) is a
groundbreaking solution that
aims to mitigate the economic
and social repercussions of de-
layed or unpaid salaries. This
system is designed to promote
better working conditions for
employees in both enterprises
and companies, in alignment
with the government's goals of
enhancing productivity, stabilis-
ing the workforce, and fostering
a well-functioning work environ-
ment.

In a press statement, the min-
istry asserted that the timely
payment of wages is a crucial
factor in promoting a harmo-
nious work environment that
contributes to a well-functioning
society. 

'By ensuring that wages are
transferred through banks using
certified financial institutions, the
WPS seeks to maintain the sus-
tainability of the work environ-
ment, while also increasing the
productivity of workers,' it added.

The system strives to pave the
way for a bright and prosperous
future, with the working class
being safeguarded against salary
defaults and businesses being
held accountable for paying their
workers on time, without causing
any harm or inconvenience.

Non-compliance with work-
ers' wages could lead to severe
repercussions for employees,
such as reduced productivity and
instability within the workplace
or organization. 

This, in turn, may result in an
increase in job seekers, height-
ened stress levels, and negative
impacts on workers' mental
health. The magnitude of this
issue within the economy under-
scores the need for the WPS.

With the primary aim of en-

suring timely remuneration for
workers and promoting a secure
working environment, the WPS
covers all establishments regis-
tered with the Ministry, spanning
various sectors and industries
that contribute to the diverse
categories of the labour force.

The WPS serves to expedite
the resolution of labour wage
disputes, ensure compliance
with contractual provisions reg-
istered with the ministry, min-
imise conflicts and investigation
expenses, and monitor the per-
formance of companies. 

It was instituted in response
to numerous issues that had
arisen between the three key
stakeholders in the production
process, resulting in multiple
conflicts between labour forces
and various institutions.

The WPS has become an es-
sential tool in safeguarding the
rights of workers and solidifying
Oman's position alongside inter-
national organizations commit-
ted to this cause. By facilitating

the identification and resolution
of payment deferrals before they
escalate into more significant is-
sues such as demonstrations or
strikes, the system serves to
strengthen the relationship be-
tween employers and employ-
ees. 

Moreover, it reinforces
Oman's role in protecting its
workforce and upholding its ob-
ligations towards international
labour standards.

The Ministry of Labour oper-
ates within an integrated na-
tional system that is in line with
current trends and major trans-
formations, with efforts aimed at
accelerating progress in the in-
terest of both private sector in-
stitutions and employees. The
WPS represents a necessary
measure to ensure the smooth
progress of the private sector,
without any imbalances, incon-
sistencies, or weaknesses that
might impede the Ministry's op-
erations in its entirety and put
workers through a challenging

test, potentially affecting various
economic sectors within the
country.

The purpose of the WPS is to
oversee and track the distribu-
tion of salaries within privately-
owned businesses, with the aim
of ensuring compliance with
transferring their employees'
wages to their designated bank
accounts. The Ministry of
Labour, as the authorised entity,
monitor the payment of salaries
and promptly address any delays
in their disbursement.

The system aids in the inves-
tigation and resolution of labour
wage conflicts by providing re-
searchers with access to wage
transfer data. It also facilitates
the transfer of wages to banks
using a standardised wage for-
mula, while safeguarding the in-
terests of employers and
ensuring that workers' claims of
non-receipt of wages are prop-
erly addressed. This system
serves to stabilise the employer-
worker relationship and promote

productivity in the workplace.
The WPS has become an inte-

gral part of Oman's Vision 2040,
which seeks to advance the
country's economic and social
development through a national
system that is both dynamic and
orderly, leading the country to-
wards a better future. The Min-
istry of Labour and other
authorities are playing an impor-
tant role in this reform by leading
the charge in implementing new
measures to protect workers in
private sector enterprises.

Wage Protection System rep-
resents a vital tool for ensuring
the smooth operation of the pri-
vate sector, while also safe-
guarding the rights of workers
and promoting economic stabil-
ity. 

Its implementation is a crucial
step towards Oman's economic
and social development, ensuring
that the country remains at the
forefront of international labour
standards and upholding its obli-
gations towards its workforce.

Indian Social Club Oman in as-
sociation with its linguistic
wings organised an Eid Milan
programme on the day of Eid al
Fitr at its premises in Darsait.

Close to a 1000 community
members attended the pro-
gramme and greeted one an-
other on the occasion.

Suhail Khan, honorary enter-
tainment secretary at ISC Oman
welcomed the guests and ex-
tended eid greetings to one and
all on behalf of the Eid Milan or-
ganising committee.

H E Amit Narang, Ambassa-
dor of India to Oman was the
chief guest at the Eid Milan pro-
gram. The ambassador ad-
dressed the gathering and
greeted the Indian diaspora on
the occasion of Eid al Fitr.

Leading businessman and

philanthropist Dr P Mohammed
Ali gave a motivational speech
on the occasion and stressed on

universal brotherhood, peace
and harmony.

Dr Zia ur Rahman gave a lec-

ture on ‘Understanding Our Dif-
ferences and Embracing Our
Similarities’. His talk was very

interesting and enlightening.
Shabbir Boxwala presented

the vote of thanks and ex-

pressed his gratitude to all those
who supported and contributed
towards the success of the pro-
gramme.

Eid related cultural pro-
grammes were performed by
members of the various linguis-
tic wings. Humera Salman was
the emcee for the evening and
kept the audience glued to their
seats with her anchoring skills,
anecdotes and shayari.

There were food counters
from across Indian states offer-
ing delicacies including Haleem,
masala pindi, malabar cutlet,
and other savouries and snacks.
The highlight of the evening was
the Sheer Khurma - a very pop-
ular vermicelli based sweet dish
made on the occasion of Eid.

There were spot prizes and
quiz conducted by Tufail

Ahmed. Special arrangements
were made for Heena for ladies
and Face painting for children by
Jemima Zaheer.

Organising team members
Shameer PTK, Sanjit Kanojia,
Mariam Cherian, Fayaz
Hasanair, Dr Wasifuddin and
Siddique Hasan ensured all
arrangements were in order and
took care of the guests, a re-
lease said.

With a huge crowd coming in
there was a festive atmosphere
all around. 

The Eid Milan gave an oppor-
tunity to the Indian community
members to meet and greet
each other on the joyous occa-
sion of Eid. 

Those who live away from
their families felt like being at
home amongst family members.

ISC organises Eid Milan programme at its Darsait premises 

Geely Auto Group has re-
cently released a brand-new
logo with new colours, repre-
senting the milestone that the
brand will integrate cutting-
edge technologies into new
products that will accelerate
its development of intelligent
and electrified products in re-
sponse to the strategic devel-
opment of the Group that will
bring a new image to the
brand.

“For the past 25 years,
Geely has been improving the
driving experience of its users,
adhering to the brand vision of
- ‘let Geely be a widely known
brand around the world’,” said
a press statement.

Today, riding on the tide of
intelligent products and elec-
trification, Geely will continue
to invest in cutting-edge tech-
nologies with the advantages
of scale and system strength
and bring high-value product
experience to users, creating
a smarter life through technol-
ogy and exploring infinite pos-
sibilities by imagination.

The new logo released by
Geely Auto inherits and ex-
tends the visual DNA of the

Geely brand. It adopts a mini-
mal design from the original
logo with shield and gem-
stone elements. Its digital and
borderless form employs min-
imalism and openness, show-
ing Geely’s determination to
break the boundaries and pur-
sue innovation while trans-
forming electrification with
intelligent technologies. The
new logo also conveys Geely
Auto’s brand connotation of
being young, pure, and tech-
nologically advanced in the
era of electrified mobility.

The new logo shows a
more ‘creative, vigorous, and
imaginative’ Geely Auto. 

The new Geely, with its
creativity, spares no effort to
create a product experience
that exceeds user expecta-
tions with the most advanced
technologies, the company
stated.

MG Motor Oman has an-
nounced the opening of its 11th
after-sales facility in Sur to meet
the needs of its customers in the
Sharqiah region. 

The new facility is fully
equipped with modern facilities
and is staffed by trained techni-
cians who provide the best pos-
sible service to the customers.
The new centre features nine
service bays and is capable of
providing major and minor serv-
ices, as well as complex repairs,
in a timely manner.

This was soon followed with
the opening of the 12th MG serv-
ice centre in Ibri, offering high-
quality maintenance services for
MG vehicles to customers in the
Dhahirah region. The new serv-
ice centre in Ibri is equipped with

state-of-the-art technology to
ensure that customers receive
the best possible care for their
vehicles.

“We are very excited to ex-
pand our service network in
Oman and provide our cus-
tomers in both regions hassle-

free access to quality car servic-
ing,” said Mohsin Hani al
Bahrani, CEO of MHD ACERE.

“Our commitment to deliver-

ing exceptional service and sup-
port is reflected in the state-of-
the-art facilities,
ready-availability of parts, effi-
cient service and trained techni-
cians at both centres. We believe
that the new facilities will enable
us to serve more customers
across Oman and continue to
deliver on our promise of excel-
lence.”

With this new addition, MG
Motor Oman now has 12 service
centres across the country, offer-
ing customers the convenience
and peace of mind that comes
with knowing their vehicles are in
good hands. MG Motor Oman
continues to grow its after-sales
network to ensure that cus-
tomers receive the best possible
service across Oman.

MG Motor Oman opens after-sales facilities in Sur, Ibri

Registration opens in
Oman for Visa 
Everywhere Initiative
Applications are now open for
the Saudi Arabia edition of the
2023 Visa Everywhere Initiative
(VEI), a global open innovation
competition that sees startups
pitch their innovative solutions to
solve tomorrow’s payment and
commerce challenges. This
year’s Saudi Arabia edition of VEI
is open to fintechs in Saudi Ara-
bia, Bahrain and Oman. 

In addition to monetary prizes
totaling OR20,000 (more than
US$50,000), VEI winners gain
access and exposure to Visa’s
vast networks of partners in the
banking, merchant, and govern-
ment sectors. The winners also
benefit from receiving recogni-
tion from one of the world’s most
trusted and valuable brands. 

This year’s edition of VEI in-
troduces an OR5,000
(US$13,000) Impact prize,
which goes to the one competi-
tor whose solution has a positive
social impact on the communi-
ties it operates in. Examples in-
clude initiatives that boost
financial inclusion, promote sus-
tainability, or safeguard the envi-
ronment.

This year’s VEI in Saudi Arabia
will see an in-person competition
in Riyadh on June 14, a release
said.  

“The Visa Everywhere Initia-
tive is a platform that empowers
fintechs and entrepreneurs to
showcase the most ground-
breaking, impactful solutions in
the world of payments and com-
merce,” said Ali Bailoun, Visa’s
GM for Saudi Arabia, Bahrain
and Oman. “Through their tech-
nology-driven, innovative solu-
tions, fintechs have the potential
to offer broad social benefits to
the markets they operate in -
particularly when it comes to
providing financial services to
those who have traditionally
been underserved. At Visa, we
believe access to the digital
economy drives equitable, inclu-
sive growth, and VEI is an impor-
tant means of supporting the
innovators playing a leading role
in this space.”

WPS: A system to mitigate social,
economic impacts of delayed salary

Ali Bailoun

Geely Auto’s new
logo released
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Khartoum, Sudan - A wanted Su-
danese war crimes suspect has
confirmed that he and other
members of the Islamist regime
ousted in 2019 have escaped
from prison during recent fight-
ing, raising new fears for a fragile
ceasefire that has enabled for-
eigners to flee.

The 72-hour ceasefire bro-
kered by the United States was
already struggling to hold after
the regular army launched re-
newed airstrikes against rival
paramilitary forces in the capital
late on Tuesday.

Anti-aircraft guns fired at
fighter jets in the skies over Khar-
toum's sister city of Omdurman
on Wednesday, witnesses said.

Armed clashes meanwhile
continued in Soba on the out-
skirts of Khartoum, witnesses
said.

The escape of leading figures
from the ousted regime of Omar
al Bashir, at least one of whom is
wanted by the International
Criminal Court for war crimes
and crimes against humanity in
Darfur, has raised fears the con-
flict may take a turn for the
worse.

Ahmed Harun, a top Bashir
aide who led the regime’s infa-
mous counter-insurgency opera-
tions in Darfur in the mid-2000s,
said late on Tuesday that he and
other regime members had es-
caped from Kober prison.

The ousted dictator had him-
self been held in the same prison
but the army confirmed on
Wednesday that the 79-year-old
had already been transferred to
hospital before the current fight-
ing erupted on April 15.

Members of Bashir’s regime,
including the strongman himself,
had been moved to a military

hospital ‘due to their health con-
ditions... and remain in the hos-
pital under the guard of the

judicial police’, the army said in a
statement, without specifying
when they had been moved.

It was the third reported jail
break to have taken advantage of
the fighting between forces loyal
to army chief Abdel Fattah al
Burhan and those backing his
deputy turned rival, RSF com-

mander Mohamed Hamdan
Daglo.

“We remained in our deten-

tion at Kober, under the crossfire
of this current battle, for nine
days,” even after the jail was
emptied of both guards and pris-
oners, Harun said in a recorded
address to Sudanese television.

He said he and fellow jailed
regime members ‘had now taken
responsibility for our protection

in our own hands’ in another lo-
cation.

Security fears had already
been raised on Tuesday when
the World Health Organization
(WHO) warned of a ‘huge bio-
logical risk’ after combatants oc-
cupied a Khartoum laboratory
holding samples of cholera,
measles, polio and other infec-
tious diseases.

The fighting between the rival
generals, which has involved air
strikes and artillery exchanges,
has killed hundreds of people
and left some neighbourhoods of
greater Khartoum in ruins.

Mass exodus 
As the fighting eased on Tuesday
in the city of five million people,
foreign governments organised
road convoys, aircraft and ships
to get their nationals out.

A ship carrying nearly 1,700
civilians from more than 50
countries docked in Saudi Arabia
early on Wednesday, the king-
dom’s foreign ministry said.

Sudanese workers meanwhile
complained of being left in a
state of desperation, unable to
leave their homes during the
fighting.

“I say to Hemeti, my brother,
please, the war has destroyed
the Sudanese people. My
brother, Burhan, stop the war,”
Barir Hamad, a builder, told AFP.

“Why didn’t the officials care
for the Sudanese people and
their suffering?” said Alnour Mo-
hamed Ahmed, another builder.
“People can’t leave their homes.”

Late on Tuesday, witnesses
reported renewed air strikes in
Khartoum North where they said
fighter jets struck RSF vehicles.

The RSF posted a video in
which it claimed to be in control
of an oil refinery and the associ-
ated Garri power plant more
than 70km north of Khartoum.

Shortly before, the army had
warned in a Facebook post of
‘heavy movement towards the
refinery in order to take advan-
tage of the truce by taking con-
trol of the refinery’.

The two sides have both
made unverifiable claims to con-
trol key sites, adding to what ex-
perts call an overwhelming state
of fear in the capital.

A UN report warned that
‘shortages of food, water, medi-
cines and fuel are becoming ex-
tremely acute, especially in
Khartoum and surrounding
areas’. “In some places, humani-
tarian aid is all that is keeping
famine at bay,” UN chief Antonio
Guterres said on Tuesday.
AFP

A Saudi Navy sailor assists a woman with a child, who disembarked from a passenger ship upon arrival at King

Faisal navy base in Jeddah after being evacuated from Sudan, on Wednesday (AFP)

Fears mount in Sudan after former
regime members escape from jail

Tehran, Iran - A powerful Iranian
cleric, a member of the Assem-
bly of Experts that selects the
country’s Supreme Leader, has
been killed in an armed attack,
officials said on Wednesday.

“Ayatollah Abbas Ali
Soleimani was killed this morning
in an armed attack... the assailant
was also arrested and is now
being investigated,” IRNA news
agency reported, citing the polit-
ical and security official for the
northern Mazandaran province
where the attack happened.

The attack took place in a
bank in the city of Babolsar, the
official said.

“The motive of the assailant is
not yet clear and will be an-
nounced after it is clarified,” the
official added.

The governor of Mazandaran
province Mahmoud Hos-
seinipour said the attacker was a
local security personnel of the
bank.

“So far, our information and
documents indicate that this was
not a security or terrorist act,”
Hosseinipour told state televi-
sion.

Soleimani (75) was previously

the representative of the coun-
try’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

He had also been the imam
who led the weekly Friday
prayers in the cities of Kashan, in
central Isfahan province, and Za-
hedan in the southeastern
province of Sistan-Baluchistan.

Under the constitution, the
88-strong Assembly of Experts
is mandated with supervising,
dismissing and electing the
Supreme Leader.

The all-powerful deliberative
body is now headed by ultra-
conservatives 96-year-old cleric
Ahmad Jannati.

Its members are chosen in
popular elections for eight year-
terms from a pool of candidates
vetted by the country's Guardian
Council.

The attack is believed to be
the most significant against a
cleric in years in the country.

In April 2022, a suspected ex-
tremist knife attack in the north-
eastern shrine city of Mashhad in
Razavi Khorasan Province led to
death of two clerics and injury of
another.
AFP

Powerful Iranian
cleric killed in 
attack in a bank

A file photo of Iranian Shiite cleric Ayatollah Abbas Ali, a member of the

Assembly of Experts that selects the country’s Supreme Leader (AFP)

Istanbul, Turkey - President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on
Wednesday cancelled his
planned appearances due to a
stomach bug less than three
weeks before Turkey’s crunch
election.

The 69-year-old leader’s an-
nouncement came in the heat of
a hard-fought campaign in what
is widely viewed as Turkey’s
most important election of its
post-Ottoman era.

Erdogan had three appear-
ances in the central Anatolian
provinces planned for Wednes-
day. But he said Vice President
Fuat Oktay would take his place
instead.

‘Today I will rest at home
under the advice of our doctors,’
Erdogan said on his official Twit-
ter account. ‘With God’s permis-
sion, we will continue our

program from tomorrow,’ he said.
‘On this occasion, I wish all my

citizens health, peace and enjoy-
ment.’

Erdogan has been campaign-
ing tirelessly to reverse a dip in
polls and extend his two-decade
election winning streak.

He is running neck-and-neck
with secular opposition leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu and must
contend with the dual blows of a
raging economic crisis and the
impact of a massive February
earthquake that claimed more
than 50,000 lives.

But he cut short a live televi-
sion interview late on Tuesday
after getting sick on air.

His television appearance on
Tuesday began more than 90
minutes behind schedule and
then went to a commercial break
in the middle of a question 10
minutes into the show.

The camera shook and the re-
porter asking the question stood
up from his chair when the
broadcast cut off.

“Oh wow,” an unidentified
voice could be heard saying off
camera.

Erdogan returned about 15
minutes later to apologise for
getting sick.

“Yesterday and today were
hard work. That’s why I got a
stomach flu,” Erdogan said.

“At one point, I wondered if it
would be misunderstood if we

cancelled the programme. But
we promised. I ask for your and
our audience’s forgiveness.”

The Turkish leader looked
ashen and ended the programme
a few minutes later.

Erdogan had gastrointestinal
surgery in 2012 but has other-
wise enjoyed robust health.

Turkey’s 74-year-old opposi-
tion leader Kilicdaroglu was
among the first of many politi-
cians to wish Erdogan a swift re-
covery on Tuesday.

‘I convey my best wishes to
Mr. Erdogan,’ Kilicdaroglu
tweeted moments after the
episode aired.

Nationalist leader Meral Ak-
sener and other top members of
Kilicdaroglu's six-party opposi-
tion alliances also tweeted their
support.
AFP

Erdogan cancels appearances after developing stomach bug

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) and presidential candidate

Kemal Kilicdaroglu (right) attend a ceremony, in Ankara on Tuesday (AFP) 

Tehran, Iran - Iran’s top court
has confirmed a death sen-
tence for a German-Iranian
national whose trial over a
deadly mosque bombing in
2008 has strained relations
with Berlin, the judiciary said
on Wednesday.

“Jamshid Sharmahd’s sen-
tence has been upheld by the
Supreme Court,” judiciary
spokesman Massoud Se-
tayeshi told reporters in
Tehran, saying ‘measures’
ahead of the 68-year-old’s ex-
ecution ‘will be taken later’.

The Tehran Revolutionary
Court in February sentenced
Sharmahd to death after con-
victing him in the April 2008
attack in the southern city of

Shiraz that killed 14 people.
Germany has condemned

the sentence as ‘unacceptable’
and declared two staff mem-
bers at Iran's embassy in
Berlin personae non gratae,
ordering them to leave the
country. Tehran, in turn, ex-
pelled two German diplomats
last month.

Prosecutors had also ac-
cused Sharmahd, a US resi-
dent, of having established
contact with ‘FBI and CIA offi-
cers’ and of having ‘attempted
to contact Israeli Mossad
agents’. His family says he
was kidnapped by the Iranian
security services while in tran-
sit through Dubai.
AFP

Iran upholds German dual
national’s death sentence

Malindi, Kenya - Weeping rela-
tives on Wednesday awaited
news of loved ones linked to a
suspected starvation cult in
Kenya as police resumed the
search for victims after un-
earthing dozens of bodies since
last week.

The discovery of mass graves
in Shakahola forest near the
coastal town of Malindi has
shocked Kenyans, with cult
leader Paul Mackenzie Nthenge
accused of driving his followers
to death by preaching that star-
vation was the only path to God.

As the death toll hit 90 on
Tuesday, police said investiga-
tors were pausing the search for
bodies because the morgues
were full, with children account-
ing for more than half the vic-
tims.

But on Wednesday morning,

search teams resumed opera-
tions, according to an AFP jour-
nalist at the scene.

“The exhumation is going on,”
a police officer told AFP.

The gruesome saga, which
has been dubbed the ‘Shakahola
Forest Massacre’, has prompted
calls for a crackdown on fringe
religious outfits in the largely
Christian country.

At the state-run Malindi Sub-
County Hospital, whose morgue
is already stretched well beyond
capacity with dozens of bodies,
families were desperate to know
if their loved ones had been
found.

“The last time I saw my mum
was in February, she was part of
the cult,” 16-year-old Issa Ali told
AFP.

“She was so weak the last
time I saw her,” the soft-spoken

teenager added.
Hassan Musa, a Kenya Red

Cross official, told AFP that 311
people, ‘including 150 minors’
had been reported missing to its

support staff in Malindi.
“We don’t know how many

more graves, how many more
bodies, we are likely to discover,”
Interior Minister Kithure Kindiki

told reporters during a visit to the
site on Tuesday, adding the
crimes were serious enough to
warrant terrorism charges
against Nthenge.

The majority of the dead were
children, according to three
sources close to the investiga-
tion, highlighting the macabre
nature of the cult’s alleged prac-
tices which included urging par-
ents to starve their offspring.

Starving children 
Hussein Khalid, executive direc-
tor of the rights group Haki Africa
that tipped off the police to
Nthenge’s activities, told AFP
that the Good News International
Church appeared to require chil-
dren to starve first, followed by
women, and finally men.

He said 50 to 60 per cent of
the victims were children, whose
bodies were found wrapped in
cotton shrouds inside shallow
pits. Kenya Red Cross official
Kawthar Muhamed told AFP on
Wednesday that rescuers had

‘found two more persons in the
bush this morning’.

Kindiki said on Tuesday that
34 people had been found alive
so far in the 325-hectare area of
woodland around Shakahola.

Kenya's President William
Ruto has vowed to take action
against rogue pastors like
Nthenge ‘who want to use reli-
gion to advance weird, unaccept-
able ideology’.

As the investigation unfolds,
questions have emerged about
how the cult was able to operate
undetected despite Nthenge at-
tracting police attention six years
ago. The televangelist had been
arrested in 2017 on charges of
‘radicalisation’ after urging fami-
lies not to send their children to
school, saying education was not
recognised by the Bible.
AFP

Kenyans fear for relatives linked to cult as search for bodies resumes

Exhumed bodies in bodybags are displayed on the ground prior to their transport to a mortuary at a mass-grave

site in Shakahola, outside the coastal town of Malindi, on Tuesday (AFP)

The escape of leading figures from the
ousted regime of Omar al Bashir, one of
whom is wanted by the International
Criminal Court, has raised fears the 
conflict may take a turn for the worse
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Washington, US - A US nuclear
missile submarine will visit South
Korea for the first time in
decades as part of a reinforced
nuclear shield set to be an-
nounced at the White House by
presidents Joe Biden and Yoon
Suk Yeol, an official said.

The senior US official said
measures being announced on
Wednesday have not been seen
since the height of the Cold War
and are meant to boost deter-
rence in the face of North Korea’s
aggressive nuclear activities.

Biden and Yoon, at the White
House for a state visit, will issue
a document called the Washing-
ton Declaration outlining how in
addition to a beefed-up US mili-
tary umbrella, Washington will
increase information sharing
with Seoul. 

The arrangement - respond-
ing to ever-growing tension over
communist North Korea’s mis-
sile tests and nuclear arsenal -
echoes moves last seen when
Washington oversaw the strate-
gic defense of Europe against the
Soviet Union.

“The United States has not
taken these steps, really, since
the height of the Cold War with
our very closest handful of allies

in Europe. And we are seeking to
ensure that by undertaking these
new procedures, these new
steps, that our commitment to
extended deterrence is unques-
tionable,” a senior official said
ahead of the Biden-Yoon meet-
ing.

Officials, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, stressed that
there are no plans to station US
nuclear weapons in South Korea

- a difference from the Cold War,
when US strategic weapons
were deployed to Europe. In ad-
dition, Seoul will reiterate its
pledge in the declaration not to
seek its own nuclear arsenal.

“We’ll announce that we in-
tend to take steps to make our
deterrence more visible through
the regular deployment of strate-
gic assets, including a US nuclear
ballistic submarine visit to South

Korea, which has not happened
since the early 1980s,” a senior
official said.

“We’ll strengthen our training,
our exercises and simulation ac-
tivities to improve the US-ROK
alliance’s approach to deterring
and defending against DPRK
threats, including by better inte-
grating ROK conventional assets
into our strategic planning,” the
official said, referring to South

and North Korea by their official
acronyms.

In addition to submarines,
there will be a ‘regular cadence’
of other major platforms, ‘includ-

ing bombers or aircraft carriers’,
the official said. But there will be
‘no basing of those assets and
certainly not nuclear weapons’.

Despite more shared informa-
tion and planning, a US official
stressed that use of American
nuclear weapons remains under
sole authority of the US Presi-
dent.

An official said that steps are
being taken in advance to defuse
any potential tensions with Bei-
jing over the tougher military
posture.

“We are briefing the Chinese
in advance and laying out very
clearly our rationale for why we

are taking these steps,” the offi-
cial said, adding that the Biden
administration is ‘disappointed
that China has been unprepared
to use its influence’ on North
Korea.

Yoon is only the second for-
eign leader invited for a state visit
by Biden and he and his wife
were set to be greeted with full
military honours at the White
House. The two presidents will
hold talks in the Oval Office be-
fore giving a press conference in
the Rose Garden.

The day will round off with a
lavish state dinner.

On Tuesday, Yoon and Biden
visited the Korean War Memo-
rial, depicting life-sized steel
statues of US soldiers marching
during the 1950-53 war against
the communist north.

Yoon also laid a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Arlington National Cemetery
and joined US Vice President Ka-
mala Harris for a tour of a NASA
space facility near Washington.

Washington and Seoul are
also highlighting strong cultural
links, something emphasized by
Netflix’s announcement of a
US$2.5bn investment in South
Korean content. Netflix CEO Ted
Sarandos met with Yoon in
Washington on Monday.
AFP

US nuclear submarine to visit South Korea
In addition to
a beefed-up
military
umbrella, US
will increase
information
sharing with
Seoul

US President Joe Biden, First Lady Jill Biden, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol and First Lady Kim Keon Hee (hidden) pay their respects as they visit

the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC on Tuesday (AFP)

We’ll strengthen
our training, our 
exercises and 
simulation 
activities to deter
and defend against
DPRK threats
AN oFFiciAl

Brasília, Brazil - Thousands of in-
digenous Brazilians are gathered
in the capital this week to de-
mand the creation of new re-
serves on their ancestral lands.

They came from all around
the country to Brasilia for their
19th annual gathering under the
slogan Terra Livre (free land) - the
first since the return to power in
January of leftist leader Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva.

Lula had expressed support
for expanding Indigenous re-
serves, unlike his far-right pred-
ecessor Jair Bolsonaro, who had
vowed to not yield ‘one more
centimetre’.

“We travelled a week to get
here. What we want is equal
rights for all Indigenous peoples
throughout Brazil,” Joyce Pau-
mari Hiraka (24) told AFP-TV -
her face, like many others there,
decorated with tribal motifs.

Many among the assembled
sported majestic feather head-
dresses and body paint, pre-
sented a stark contrast to the
futuristic architecture of the

capital city hosting the week-
long gathering that started on
Monday.

“The demarcation of our lands
is very important for us, to pre-
vent intrusions by those who
come to destroy the forest,” said
33-year-old Andre Guajajara,
who came from the northeastern
state of Maranhao.

Indigenous reserves are con-
sidered by experts as a bulwark
against Amazon deforestation

caused mainly by mining and
agricultural expansion.

“Our territory is an island of
forest with destruction all
around,” said Yakari Kuikuro
Mehinaku, who lives on a reserve
in the Alto Xingu region of Brazil’s
central Mato Grosso state.

“The government needs to
take care of the environment as
we the Indigenous people do,” he
added.
AFP

Indigenous Brazilians 
demand more land reserves

An indigenous man adjusts his headdress as he walks through the Terra

Livre Indigenous Camp, in Brasilia on Tuesday (AFP)

Tokyo, Japan - Japanese start-up
ispace conceded on Wednesday
its ambitious attempt to become
the first private company to land
on the Moon had failed but
pledged to move ahead with new
missions.

The unmanned Hakuto-R Mis-
sion 1 lander had been scheduled
to arrive on the Moon’s surface
overnight but communications
were lost during its descent and
had still not been reestablished
25 minutes after the scheduled
landing.

‘It has been determined that
there is a high probability that
the lander eventually made a
hard landing on the Moon’s sur-
face,’ ispace said in a statement.

The company said its engi-
neers were working to establish
why the landing had failed.

“Although we do not expect
to complete the lunar landing at
this time, we believe that we
have fully accomplished the sig-
nificance of this mission, having
acquired a great deal of data and
experience,” ispace CEO and
founder Takeshi Hakamada said.

“What is important is to feed

this knowledge and learning back
to Mission 2 and beyond,” he
said.

Hakamada said the firm is de-
veloping two further attempts to
land on the lunar surface and the
setback would not change that.

Still, the apparent crash marks
a frustrating end to a mission
that began with the lander’s
launch last December aboard a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.

The vessel was carrying pay-
loads from several countries, in-
cluding a lunar rover from the

United Arab Emirates.
Chief technology officer Ryo

Ujiie became emotional as he ad-
dressed reporters, describing the
attempt as a ‘very precious expe-
rience’.

Standing just over two metres
tall and weighing 340kg, the lan-
der entered lunar orbit last
month.

Its descent and landing were
fully automated and the craft
was supposed to reestablish
communication as soon as it
touched down.

So far, only the United States,
Russia and China have managed
to put a spacecraft on the lunar
surface, all through government-
sponsored programmes.

In April 2019, Israeli organisa-
tion SpaceIL watched its lander
crash into the Moon’s surface.

India’s attempt to land a
spacecraft on the moon in 2016
also ended in a crash.

Two US companies, Astro-
botic and Intuitive Machines, are
scheduled to attempt Moon
landings later this year.

‘We congratulate the ispace
inc team on accomplishing a sig-
nificant number of milestones on
their way to today's landing at-
tempt,’ Astrobotic said in a
tweet. ‘We hope everyone
recognises - today is not the day
to shy away from pursuing the
lunar frontier, but a chance to
learn from adversity and push
forward.’

ispace, which listed its shares
on the Tokyo Stock Exchange
Growth Market this month, was
already planning its next mission
before the failure of Hakuto-R.
AFP

Japan firm fails in historic Moon bid

ispace chief technology officer Ryo Ujiie with company’s CEO Takeshi

Hakamada address a press conference in Tokyo on Wednesday (AFP)

Oslo, Norway - The Norwe-
gian foreign ministry ex-
pressed irritation with Sweden
for not immediately informing
it of a research rocket that
crashed in Norway, in a rare
spat between the neighbours.

The rocket, which was
launched early on Monday
from the Esrange Space Cen-
tre in Kiruna, northern Swe-
den, plunged into a
mountainside in the Malselv
municipality in Norway’s far
north, about 10km from the
closest inhabited area.

No one was injured and no
material damage was re-
ported.

‘The crash of a rocket like
this is a very serious incident
that can cause serious dam-
age,’ the foreign ministry in
Oslo said. 

‘When such a border viola-
tion occurs, it is crucial that
those responsible immedi-

ately inform the relevant Nor-
wegian authorities through
the proper channels,’ it said.

The rocket was carrying out
experiments in zero gravity at
an altitude of 250km.

‘The rocket took a slightly
longer and more westerly tra-
jectory than calculated and
landed after a completed flight
15km into Norway’, the
Swedish Space Corporation
said on Monday. ‘Work on re-
trieving the payload is under-
way,’ it added.

Norway’s foreign ministry
also noted that retrieval work
was not supposed to begin
without Norwegian authorisa-
tion, which had not been
granted. 

Norway’s Civil Aviation Au-
thority said it had learned of
the crash from the Swedish
Space Corporation’s press re-
lease issued on Monday.
AFP

Norway irked as Swedish
rocket crashes on its turfSan Antonio, Philippines - US

and Philippine troops fired a
salvo of rockets at a warship rep-
resenting an enemy vessel in the
disputed South China Sea on
Wednesday, in the final exercise
of the allies’ largest-ever military
drills.

It was the first time the coun-
tries had conducted a joint live-
fire exercise in the hotly
contested waters, which China
claims almost entirely.

Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos, who has sought stronger
defence ties with the US, sat in an
observation tower with US and
Philippine officials watching the
event north of Manila.

“No Hollywood effects this
morning, this is old-fashioned
training,” said Lieutenant Colonel
Nick Mannweiler, a US Marine
Corps public affairs officer.

The live-fire drill kicked off
with the US HIMARS precision
rocket system launching a series
of rounds at a decommissioned
Philippine Navy corvette an-
chored about 22km off the coast.

The objective was to sink the
decades-old ship, which repre-
sented an enemy vessel ap-
proaching the Philippine shore.

That was followed by artillery
units lined up along a grassy field
firing rockets at floating drums
10 kilometres offshore.

F-16 Fighting Falcons, AH-64
Apache attack helicopters and
Philippine Air Force FA-50
fighter jets were also to take part
in the event. The drill was briefly

interrupted when a small private
aircraft entered the exercise
area, Mannweiler told AFP.

The drills aim to boost
Manila’s military capability while
serving as a US show of support
for its Asian ally as China’s as-
sertiveness in the region grows
stronger.

Nearly 18,000 troops have
taken part in the annual exer-
cises dubbed Balikatan, or ‘shoul-
der to shoulder’, in Tagalog.

Wednesday’s event ‘demon-
strated new potential and revi-
talised the strength of our
militaries while we continuously
forge an ironclad alliance’, the Ba-
likatan director for the Philippine
military, Major General Marvin
Licudine, said in a statement.

The drills, which began on
April 11, have involved helicop-
ters landing on a Philippine island
off the northern tip of the main
island of Luzon, nearly 300km

from Taiwan.
The US military also showed

off its Patriot missiles, consid-
ered one of the best air defence
systems in the world.

This year’s Balikatan follows a
deal announced earlier this
month for US forces to use an in-
creased number of bases in the
Philippines, including one near
Taiwan.

China considers self-ruled
Taiwan a part of its territory.

The exercises and growing US
access to Philippine bases have
angered China, which has ac-
cused the United States of en-
dangering regional peace and
trying to drive a wedge between
Manila and Beijing.

Philippine drills spokesman
Col Michael Logico said it was
the Southeast Asian country’s
‘inviolable right to exercise within
our territory’.

Beijing claims sovereignty
over almost the entire South
China Sea, including the Spratly
Islands.
AFP

US, Philippine troops fire rockets at ship during drills

A US soldier loads an Avenger surface-to-air missile system during the US-Philippines Balikatan joint military

exercise at San Antonio in Zambales, north of Manila on Tuesday (AFP)



Dehra, India - Exhausted, elated
and cradling her newborn
daughter in a rundown govern-
ment hospital, young mother
Manu Bala had just helped
make India the world’s most
populous nation.

Tears of joy and relief
streamed down Bala’s cheeks
as her as-yet-unnamed child -
one of the more than 67,000
born across India on Monday -
rested on her chest.

According to the UN’s pro-
jections, which are calculated
through a variety of factors in-
cluding census data and birth
and death rates, India now has
a population of 1,425,775,850,
surpassing China for the first
time.

“I am very happy that my
child was born on the day India
left behind China - it feels spe-
cial to become a mother on this
day,” the 22-year-old housewife
told AFP from her bed.

“I want my baby to study
hard and become whatever she
wants to become. I want to give
her a good life.”

Bala had writhed in agony on
her gurney inside the crowded
and somewhat decrepit mater-

nity ward of her Himalayan
town’s public hospital.

Flanked by nurses in green

and white overalls, her face
turned pale as she lay on a bare
bed with her feet mounted in

stirrups. “Push harder,” the doc-
tor urged the first-time mother
in the labour room, while her

husband and mother-in-law
waited anxiously outside.

Sweat trickling down her

forehead, Bala winced in pain
and clasped the sides of the bed
before the final push, met with
a round of cheers from the staff.

Holding the baby to her
chest with relief writ large on
her face, she mustered up one
final reservoir of energy to
thank the doctor and nurses.

Bala’s husband Rohit, a state
government employee, was re-
lieved that the birth was with-
out complications and ecstatic
about becoming a father.

He already has his mind
turned to the weeks ahead: The

family will have a naming cere-
mony 11 days after the birth,
with the assistance of a Hindu
priest consulting astrological
charts for an auspicious
moniker.

But beyond that, Rohit was
fretting over the future awaiting
his daughter.

“There are many problems
we have to face because of the
growing population,” the 30-
year-old told AFP. “Even for
seeing the doctor here we had
to queue up for so long.”

India faces huge challenges
in providing electricity, food and
housing for its growing popula-
tion. Many of its cities struggle
with water shortages, air and
water pollution, and packed
slums. Millions of young people
are entering the workforce each
year and struggling to find op-
portunities in an economy that
does not have the capacity to
provide them all with jobs.

“Already there is so much
unemployment in the country. It
will become all the more diffi-
cult to get a job,” Rohit said.

“I think one baby is enough in
today's times.”
AFP

Joy, fear as India becomes most populous

A woman breastfeeds her newly born child inside a maternity ward of a civil hospital in Dehra, in the northern Indian state of Himachal Pradesh (AFP)

Beijing, China - Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping spoke with his
Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelensky by phone
on Wednesday, Beijing and Kyiv
said, the first call between the
two leaders since the start of
Russia’s invasion.

Beijing says it is neutral in the
Ukraine conflict and Xi has
never condemned the Russian
invasion, but the Chinese leader
has come under increased pres-
sure from Western nations to
step in and mediate.

A 12-point ‘position paper’
published by China in February
was seen by many Western
governments as skewed to-
wards Russia, and a friendly
Moscow visit in March by Xi to
meet Russian President
Vladimir Putin led to wide-
spread criticism.

‘I had a long and meaningful
phone call with President Xi Jin-
ping,’ Zelensky said on Twitter.

‘I believe that this call, as well
as the appointment of Ukraine’s
ambassador to China, will give
a powerful impetus to the de-
velopment of our bilateral rela-
tions,’ he wrote.

Zelensky’s spokesman
Sergiy Nykyforov said on Face-

book that the two leaders had
‘an almost one-hour-long tele-
phone conversation’.

Chinese state broadcaster
CCTV reported that during the
call - which was initiated by
Kyiv - Xi told Zelensky that
‘talks and negotiation’ were the
‘only way out’ of the war. ‘On
the issue of the Ukraine crisis,
China has always stood on the
side of peace and its core posi-
tion is to promote peace talks,’
CCTV quoted Xi as saying.

According to a readout of the
call, Xi said China ‘will neither
watch the fire from the other

side, nor add fuel to the fire, let
alone take advantage of the cri-
sis to profit’.

‘When dealing with the nu-
clear issue, all parties con-
cerned should remain calm and
restrained, truly focus on the fu-
ture and destiny of themselves
and all mankind, and jointly
manage and control the crisis,’
Xi said. China also said it would
send a delegation and a ‘special
representative’ of its govern-
ment to Ukraine with the aim of
finding a ‘political settlement’ to
the conflict.
AFP

Chinese President holds telephonic
conversation with Ukraine’s Zelensky

Raipur, India - Ten police and
their driver were killed in India’s
central Chhattisgarh state on
Wednesday when their vehicle
hit an improvised explosive de-
vice, an attack police blamed on
Maoist rebels.

India’s long-running Maoist
insurgency began in the 1960s
and has cost thousands of lives
in the decades since, although
violence has waned consider-
ably in recent years.

Wednesday’s deaths were
the worst casualties for security
forces in more than two years
and claimed the lives of police
reservists returning from a mis-
sion to investigate rebel move-
ments in remote Dantewada
district.

“They were returning from
an operation when the explo-
sion took place targeting their
vehicle,” senior Chhattisgarh
police official Vivekanand, who
uses only one name, told AFP.

Footage aired on broadcaster
NDTV showed a crater that
stretched several metres into
the earth, and security forces
inspecting mangled vehicle
parts strewn about by the blast.

‘I pay my tributes to the
brave personnel we lost in the
attack,’ Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi wrote on Twitter.
‘Their sacrifice will always be
remembered.’

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel told reporters
the attack was ‘very saddening’
and pledged to redouble efforts
to combat the state’s Naxalites,
as India’s Maoist insurgents are

known.
“This battle is in the last leg

and we will not spare any Nax-
alites, and we will make a proper
plan to wipe out Naxalism.”

No rebel group has claimed
responsibility for the attack so
far.

‘Red Corridor’
India has deployed tens of thou-
sands of forces to battle the
rebels across the insurgent-
dominated region known as the
‘Red Corridor’, which stretches
across several central, southern
and eastern states.

Naxal groups say they are
fighting for rural people and the
poor.

They are believed to be pres-
ent in more than ten states
across India but are most active
in remote parts of the country’s
interior.

Their strongholds are in
areas where much of the popu-

lation remains mired in poverty
and lacks access to critical serv-
ices.

Delhi has also pumped mil-
lions of dollars into infrastruc-
ture development in the remote
areas dominated by tribal com-
munities, and claims to have
confined the armed insurgency
to 53 districts in 2020, down
from 96 in 2010.

Twenty-two police and para-
militaries were killed in a gun
battle with the far-left guerrillas
in 2021.

In March 2020, 17 police
from a commando patrol were
killed in an attack by more than
300 armed rebels in Chhattis-
garh.

Sixteen commandos were
also killed in the western state
of Maharashtra in a bomb at-
tack that was blamed on the
Maoists in the lead-up to India's
election in 2019.
AFP

Ten Indian police personnel killed in Maoist rebel attack

This image taken from the footage aired on NDTV shows a crater stretching several metres into the earth

Washington, US - Taliban gov-
ernment forces have killed the
Islamic State mastermind of a
devastating suicide bomb at-
tack at the Kabul airport during
the chaotic withdrawal of US
forces from Afghanistan in
2021, the White House said on
Tuesday.

The bomber detonated a de-
vice among packed crowds at
the airport’s perimeter as they
tried to flee Afghanistan on Au-
gust 26, 2021. The blast killed
some 170 Afghans and 13 US
troops who were securing the
airport for the traumatic exit.

It was one of the deadliest
bombings in Afghanistan and
prompted a wave of criticism of
President Joe Biden for his deci-
sion to pull American forces out
of the country nearly 20 years
after the US invasion.

The leader of the Islamic
State cell that planned the at-
tack has since been killed by
Taliban authorities, White
House national security
spokesman John Kirby said in a
statement.

‘He was a key ISIS-K official
directly involved in plotting op-
erations like Abbey Gate, and

now is no longer able to plot or
conduct attacks,’ Kirby said, re-
ferring to the spot outside the
airport where the attack took
place.

ISIS-K refers to Islamic State
Khorasan, the branch of the
group operating in Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

‘He was killed in a Taliban
operation,’ Kirby added without
giving any details of it.

Taliban government officials
have so far not responded to
AFP requests for comment.

The pullout, ending on Au-
gust 30, 2021, saw Taliban
fighters sweep aside Western-
trained Afghan forces in just
weeks, forcing the last US
troops to mount the desperate
evacuation from Kabul's airport.

An unprecedented military
airlift operation managed to get

more than 120,000 people out
of the country in a matter of
days.

Biden has long defended his
decision to leave Afghanistan,
which critics have said helped
cause the catastrophic collapse
of Afghan forces and paved the
way for the Taliban to return to
power two decades after their
first government was toppled.
AFP

Taliban kill IS ‘mastermind’ of Kabul
airport attack: White House official

A Taliban security personnel talks with a flag vendor outside the Eid Gah mosque in Kabul on April 20 (AFP)

Bangkok, Thailand - When
Japanese journalist Kenji
Nagai was shot dead by
Myanmar troops as he
covered anti-military
protests in 2007, his video
camera disappeared, along
with the last images he
filmed.

On Wednesday, 16
years and a secret journey
out of Myanmar later, the
camera and its contents
were handed back to his
family, who hope the
footage will hold clues to
the final moments of his
life. Nagai had travelled 
to Myanmar to cover
monk-led demonstrations
against the then-junta for
APF News, a Tokyo-based
agency.

Myanmar 
returns camera
of slain Japanese
journalist
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I am very happy that
my child was born on
the day India left 
behind China - it 
feels special to 
become a mother 
on this day. I want 
my baby to study
hard and become
whatever she wants
to become
MAnu BAlA

According to the UN’s projections, India now has a population of 1,425,775,850, surpassing China

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin addresses the press

on the phone call between Xi Jinping and Volodymyr Zelensky (AFP)



Kazakhstan
MotoGP
cancelled
Paris, France - The Kaza-
khstan MotoGP, scheduled
for July 9, has been can-
celled and will not be re-
placed on this year's world
championship calendar, or-
ganisers announced
Wednesday.

"Ongoing homologation
works at the circuit, paired
with current global opera-
tional challenges, have
obliged the cancellation of
the 2023 event," the inter-
national motorcylcing fed-
eration (FIM) said in a
statement.

"MotoGP looks forward
to visiting Sokol Interna-
tional Racetrack in 2024 to
welcome a new region to
the calendar. The event will
not be replaced in 2023."

The cancellation means
the world championship will
now be contested over 20
Grand Prix races.
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Omani rally champion Abdullah
al Rawahi and his Jordanian nav-
igator Atta al Hamoud will com-
pete in the first round of Jordan
National Rally on Friday. The duo,
in a Skoda Fabia, along with
Oman’s other team of Zakaria al
Amri and his co-driver Mo-
hammed al Mazroui, in a Subaru
Impreza N14, will be hoping for
some valuable experience for the
Jordan leg of the Middle East
Rally Championship to be held
next month. 

The Jordan National Rally,
comprising five stages at the
dead sea in Baptism and Ma’in
will feature 24 drivers from Jor-
dan, Lebanon, Kuwait and the
Sultanate.  Al Rawahi, who won
the first round of the Middle East
rally championship in Oman in
January withdrew from the sec-
ond round in Qatar and will try to
overcome the disappointment
with a podium finish. Qatari
champion Nasser al Attayah still
leads the championship.

Al Amri will try to recover back
from the last frustration in Qatar

where he was forced to leave the
rally during the super special
stage due to some technical is-
sues in the car.  

Al Rawahi said: ”I am here in
Jordan to prepare for the Interna-

tional one, which will be held in
similar terrain and stages, we will
be focusing on our strategy dur-
ing the race and hope that it will
end successfully this time with-
out any technical problems.”

Al Rawahi, Al Amri eye glory
at Jordan National rally 
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Portimao, Portugal - Oman’s Al
Faisal al Zubair gets his challenge
underway in the 2023 Interna-
tional GT Open at this weekend’s
opening race at the Autodromo
Internacional Algarve, in Porti-
mao, Portugal.

After finishing third in the
2023 Asian Le Mans Series, Al
Zubair teams up with Germany’s
Fabian Schiller in the Getspeed
Performance Team to drive a
Mercedes-AMG GT3 running
under the Al Manar Racing ban-
ner.

Al Zubair, who finished third
in the International GT Open se-
ries in 2021, said: “Very excited
to get the European season
started for 2023. I believe it will
be a very good year. I am feeling
very confident and happy with
the atmosphere and perform-
ance levels at Getspeed.

“I’m looking forward to getting
started with the GT Open. There
are some strong line-ups in the

championship so, for sure, it
won’t be so easy. Nonetheless,
we are coming fully prepared and
looking to turn ambitions into re-
sults. We will definitely be aim-
ing for the win.”

There are 33 cars on the entry
list for the opening round of a se-
ries that also visits Belgium, Hun-
gary, France, Austria, Italy and
Spain this season and is in its
18th year. Al-Zubair, Schiller and
Al-Manar Racing have a varied
race programme in 2023 and will
compete in Hungary and Spain
after their opening Portuguese
outing. 

International GT Open com-
petitors are sharing the Algarve
circuit with Euroformula Open,
GT Cup Europe and TCR Europe
entrants this weekend.

A 30-minute qualifying ses-
sion follows from 11.10hrs on Sat-
urday morning and the
70-minute race one fires into life
with a rolling start from 4.30pm.

‘AIMING FOR THE WIN’

Oman's Al Faisal al Zubair will be driving a Mercedes-AMG GT3 at the International GT Open

Zakaria al Amri

Abdullah al Rawahi

Muscat - Spa-Francorchamps,
one of the most iconic tracks in
global motorsport, hosts the
third race of the 2023 FIA World
Endurance Championship this
Saturday, 29th April – an en-
counter which Ahmad Al Harthy
hopes will mark a turning point in
his rookie WEC season.

Performance-wise, Al Harthy
and team-mates Michael Dinan
and Charlie Eastwood have con-
sistently delivered at the wheel of
the No.25 Aston Martin Vantage
since the championship curtain-
raiser in America back in March. 
From a strategy point-of-view
too, the Oman Racing with TF
Sport squad has been equally
strong and everyone’s combined
efforts have certainly warranted
more than the ninth and eighth
place finishes achieved thus far
in the first two races of the cam-
paign.

Frustratingly, the Balance of
Performance grading for the
Aston Martin in the GTE Am
class has left the car struggling

for outright pace and top speed
against the competition from the
likes of Ferrari and Porsche. For
the upcoming Spa race, it is
hoped the playing field will have
levelled out.

Belgium’s famous 4.3-mile
track, a staple on the calendar of
global and European endurance
categories, hosts the TotalEner-
gies 6 Hours of Spa-Francor-
champs on Saturday with free

practice getting underway on
Thursday, 27th April.

Al Harthy, who is supported
by key partners Oman Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Youth,
OQ, Omantel and MHD-ITICS, is
relishing being back in the Ar-
dennes where the Omani has en-
joyed glittering success over the
years with podiums, race wins
and championship glory.

Most notably clinching the

Pro-Am title in the GT World
Challenge Europe Endurance
Cup [then the Blancpain En-
durance Cup] at Spa back in
2017, Al Harthy and Oman Rac-
ing then went on to win the Total
24 Hours of Spa in 2019 – re-
markably from an enforced pit-
lane start – and duly wrapped up
a second Pro-Am crown during
the following race in Barcelona,
Spain.

Oman’s Al Harthy targets strong
showing at Spa-Francorchamps

Ahmad Al Harthy

Oman’s Al Zubair teams up with Schiller to start International GT Open campaign in Portugal



New Delhi, India - The Indian Pre-
mier League has reached its mid-
way stage with Faf du Plessis
firing on all cylinders, Rinku Singh
achieving a miracle and MS
Dhoni's Chennai Super Kings top
of the table. Here are five high-
lights so far of the current edition
of the tournament, which reaches
its climax on May 28.

Faf thwacks it 
Six-machine Faf du Plessis has lit
up the competition for Royal
Challengers Bangalore with a
barrage of boundaries including
one 115-metre (380-foot) missile
into the stands. The South
African veteran tops the batting
chart with 405 runs in seven
matches, including five half-cen-
turies, and has gelled with fellow
opener Virat Kohli with two cen-
tury stands.

Australia's Glenn Maxwell,
also at Bangalore, has similarly
been no slouch in the powerhit-
ting stakes with 23 sixes behind

Du Plessis' 25 - the only two to go
above 20. For Chennai, India's
normally more sedate Ajinkya
Rahane has been a revelation
with a strike rate of over 199 in

five matches, including an atomic
71 not out off just 29 balls.

Rinku phenomenon 
Batsman Rinku Singh became an

overnight sensation with an in-
credible five sixes in the last five
balls of Kolkata Knight Riders'
against-the-odds chase against a
stunned Gujarat Titans.

Teammate Venkatesh Iyer
called him "Lord Rinku" after the
match-winning unbeaten 21-ball
48 and the 25-year-old followed
up his performance with two half-
centuries in the next four
matches.

Big buys sizzle 
Punjab made history by picking
Sam Curran as the most expen-
sive IPL player for $2.23 million
and the all-rounder has more
than delivered with some stellar
performances including a match-
winning 55 on Saturday.

England's white-ball wizard
has also led Punjab in three
matches - two wins and a loss -
in the absence of injured skipper
Shikhar Dhawan.

Australia's Cameron Green
overcame some ordinary scores

to hit 64 off 40 balls and took a
wicket with his pace bowling for
Mumbai Indians last week to live
up to his $2.11 million price tag.

Warner's Delhi flop 
Delhi Capitals have now regis-
tered two successive victories
but after five losses Ricky
Ponting's men remain bottom of
the 10-team pile without injured
talisman Rishabh Pant.

Skipper David Warner has
been among the runs but admit-
ted his struggles with a relatively
poor strike rate of 120, well be-
hind the likes of Du Plessis on
165.

SKY falls in 
Dubbed "SKY" or "Mr. 360" for
his all-round hitting prowess in-
cluding the audacious scoop
shot, Suryakumar Yadav
smashed his first fifty of the sea-
son this weekend but has strug-
gled to meet big expectations.
AFP

Faf du Plessis

RAJASTHAN 
ROYALS

MATCH 37

CHENNAI 
SUPER KINGS

TODAYS MATCH 

Jason Roy of Kolkata Knight Riders plays a shot during their Indian Premier League match against Royal Challengers Bangalore on Wednesday. 
Roy smashed four sixes in an over, bowled by Shahbaz Ahmed, to lead the charge as Kolkata made 200 for five. Though Virat Kohli, who scored 54 off 37 balls 

and Mahipal Lomror with an 18 ball 34, threatened for a while, in the end, it was an easy 21-run win for Kolkata.

MATCH 36

ROY LEADS THE CHARGE AS KOLKATA
EASE PAST LACKLUSTRE BANGALORE   6 PM

FANtAstIC FAF AND LorD 
rINKU, tHE storY so FAr

Ahmedabad, India - A batting as-
sault by David Miller and Abhi-
nav Manohar powered defending
champions Gujarat Titans to a
55-run demolition of Mumbai In-
dians in the Indian Premier
League on Tuesday.

The left-handed Miller (46 off
22 balls) and rising Indian
talent Manohar (21-
ball 42) put together
71 runs to steer Gu-
jarat to a mammoth
207-6 in their home
Ahmedabad.

The Miller-
Manohar show, which in-
cluded seven sixes, and an
unbeaten five-ball 20 by Rahul
Tewatia helped Gujarat get 94
runs from the final six overs of
mayhem.

Man of the match Manohar
said, "I think I have been gifted to
time the ball well and I've been
doing it from a young age and to
do it at this level it feels special, it

feels like a dream."
With their task cut out, Gu-

jarat bowlers kept down five-time
champions Mumbai to 152-9 as
Afghanistan wrist spinners
Rashid Khan and Noor Ahmad
shared five wickets between
them.

Gujarat, who had a
fairytale debut season

last year when they
won the IPL,
moved second in
the table behind

toppers and four-
time winners Chen-

nai Super Kings at the
midway stage of the T20 tour-

nament.
At the conclusion of the league

stage, the top four teams will
qualify for the playoffs. The final
is on May 28 in Ahmedabad.

The evening belonged ot the
Gujarat batters after opener
Shubman Gill set the tone for his
team's domination with his 56 off

Miller, Manohar
blitz helps Gujarat
thrash Mumbai 
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Barcelona, Spain - Girona striker
Taty Castellanos hit an incredible
four goals as his side thrashed
champions Real Madrid 4-2 in La
Liga on Tuesday, helping leaders
Barcelona edge closer to the tro-
phy.

Carlo Ancelotti’s Madrid are 11
points behind Barcelona having
played one extra match, with this
defeat virtually killing any hope
they had remaining of defending
the title.

Fourth-place Real Sociedad
earned a hard-fought 0-0 draw at
Real Betis to frustrate the An-
dalusians, fifth, ensuring a six-
point gap remains between them.

Girona’s Castellanos was left
in tears after missing a big chance
against Barcelona earlier in April
in a goalless draw, but made
amends in spectacular fashion at
Montilivi against Madrid.

The Argentine striker, on loan
at Girona from New York City FC
- owned by the City group - ex-
posed gaps in Madrid’s defence
ahead of their Champions League
semi-final tie against Manchester
City in May. 

Castellanos shut down his so-
cial media accounts after his bad
night in front of goal at Camp
Nou, but thanked those close to
him for their support.

“It was a dream night, we had
a great game against one of the
best teams in the world, it was a
dream night,” Castellanos said.

“I never imagined this, (I’m)
enjoying it with our fans, with the

people who have sent me sup-
port - my family, people in Ar-
gentina, they are always
supporting me and that’s funda-
mental.”

In April 2022 Castellanos hit
four goals for New York City
against Real Salt Lake and re-
peated the trick a little over a year
later.

“Obviously they are different
days, it was a dream to score
against Madrid and to score four
- you can’t even imagine it,” he
added.

“I’m very happy for everything,

for the fans, for the lads.”
Castellanos now has 11 goals

in La Liga this season in 29 ap-
pearances.

Ancelotti had said his team
needed to stay in a positive win-
ning dynamic in the league to
stay at the top of their game in
Europe, but badly took their eye
off the ball in Girona.

“A tough night, yes, when you
lose a game like that it’s a tough
night,” said the Italian.

“On a defensive level it was a
bad game, and that was the key
to the match... the individual level

was lower than normal too.
Ancelotti was hampered by

striker Karim Benzema taking a
knock in the win over Celta Vigo
at the weekend, while goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois did not travel
because of a stomach problem
among other absentees.

Former Madrid defender
Miguel Gutierrez set up the
opening goal with a cross for
Castellanos, which he headed
home from six yards out after 12
minutes.

Castellanos doubled Girona’s
lead after 24 minutes when he

got in behind Eder Militao and
blasted through Andriy Lunin’s
legs. Vinicius Junior pulled one
back for Real Madrid with a
header from Marco Asensio’s
fine inswinging cross, giving them
hope of a second half comeback.

However Castellanos netted
his third just 36 seconds after the
interval after a fine run and cross
from Yan Couto. The striker
pounced again after 62 minutes,
again capitalising on a Militao
mistake to net his and Girona’s
fourth.
AFP Girona’s Taty Castellanos celebrates after scoring his fourth goal against Real Madrid in their Spanish league match on Tuesday (AFP)

Girona’s Castellanos hits four against
Madrid, Real Sociedad hold off Betis

Muscat - A clinical performance
by Oman saw them whip Saudi
Arabia by 72 runs to secure a
spot in semi-finals of the ongoing
ACC Men’s Premier Cup at the
TU Ground in Kathmandu, Nepal,
on Wednesday. Chasing a huge
total of 366/7 set up by Oman,
the Saudis were bowled out for
294 in the 47th over.

Following the victory, Oman
are on top of Group A with six
points while hosts Nepal, which
will play against Qatar in their last
league game on Thursday, have
five points. Malaysia and Saudi
Arabia finished third and fourth in
the pool with four and three
points respectively. Qatar have
yet to open their account. Nepal
are favourites to top the group as
they face bottom-place Qatar,
and a win will take them past
Oman with seven points.

The top two from each group
qualifies for the semi-finals with
the Group A topper due to meet
Group B second-placed team
while Group B winners will meet
Group A runners-up.

UAE lead Group B with six

points after concluding their
group engagements. Hong Kong
have five points while their next
opponents, Kuwait, have four.
The winners between Hong Kong
and Kuwait on Thursday will seal
the spot in the last-four stage.
Oman will play either UAE or the
winners of Hong Kong or Kuwait
in the semi-finals, scheduled to
be held on Saturday.

Playing their concluding
league Group A match on
Wednesday, Saudi Arabia got off
to a disappointing start as Waqar
ul Hassan became the first of his
four victims to leave the team at
1/7 in the third over.

However, Abdul Waheed and
Saad Khan, then put up a strong
fight back as they shared a 177-
run stand in 27 overs to keep the
team in the chase of a victory tar-
get of 367 runs. 

Jay Odedra gave Oman the
much-needed breakthrough in
the 30th over that changed the
course of the match. A double
strike from him sent back both
the settled batters, first Khan cas-
tled by Odedra for 78, and then

two balls later, Waheed caught
behind by Khushi for 86-ball 95
that included 14 boundaries and
a six. 

Two overs later, Odedra had
his third wicket of the match
when he sent back Manan Ali
and Saudis were 189/4 to leave
Oman in the driver’s seat. 

Skipper Hisham Sheikh (36)
and Abdul Wahid (25) put up
some semblance of a fight, but
the rest of the batters fell cheaply
as Oman bowled their opposition
for 294 in the 47th over.

Bilal Khan was the most suc-
cessful bowler with 4/75 while
Odedra grabbed 3/61. Skipper
Zeeshan Maqsood, once again,
was named the player of the

match for his all-round perform-
ance as he took 2/41 after
smashing a half-century. Ayaan
Khan also was among wickets
with 1/56.

Earlier, Oman batters made
merry after being put to bat first
by Saudi Arabia. The openers –
Jatinder Singh and Kashyap Pra-

japati – who have been in good
form in the tournament, slammed
the bowlers from the start and
raced to a century-partnership in
just 12.1 overs with both batters
nearing half-centuries.

Saudi Arabia got their first
success with Oman at 125 when
Prajapati departed for a 53-ball 51
that included six boundaries and
two maximums. 

London, United Kingdom - Man-
chester United boss Erik ten Hag
expects to face a “mad” Totten-
ham on Thursday following
Spurs’ humiliating 6-1 defeat by
Newcastle but has insisted no
opponent can be “hungrier” than
we are.

Spurs’ embarrassing loss to
the Magpies led to the sacking of
acting head coach Christian
Stellini. Tottenham have now ap-
pointed Ryan Mason as their
caretaker boss.

But United themselves have
had to recover from some disap-

pointing results this season, with
Ten Hag telling a pre-match
news conference on Wednes-
day: “We had some, not so often,
that we have to bounce back.

“Definitely (more than I would
like) but it happens with all the
great teams, even Real Madrid,
eh? It’s obvious they (Totten-
ham) had a really bad defeat. Of
course, then they are mad. That
can be fuel for bouncing back.

“But it’s about us. An oppo-
nent can never be more hungry
than we (are), so that is how we
have to prepare the game.”

I never imagined this, (I’m) 
enjoying it with our fans, with the
people who have sent me support -
my family, people in Argentina, 
they are always supporting me 
TATY CASTELLANOS 

London, United Kingdom - Burn-
ley clinched the Championship
title at the home of local rivals
Blackburn as Manuel Benson’s
strike secured a 1-0 win at
Ewood Park on Tuesday.

Vincent Kompany’s men were
far from their best in a keenly
contested Lancashire derby but
did enough to not only lift the
title, but also dent Rovers’
chance of climbing into the play-
off places.

Benson curled home his 12th
goal of the season with Burnley’s
only shot on target to open up a
13-point lead over second-placed

Sheffield United, who have four
games remaining.

Blackburn remain outside the

playoff places on goal difference
after their winless run stretched
to eight matches.

Burnley beat rivals Blackburn
to seal Championship title

ACC Premier Cup: Oman rout Saudi Arabia to enter semis 

Oman’s Jatinder Singh celebrates after scoring a half century 

Burnley players celebrate with coach Vincent Kompany after their triumph

‘DREAM NIGHT’ 

Erik Ten Hag tells Manchester
United to expect ‘mad’ Tottenham

Erik ten Hag

Bilal Khan was the most successful
bowler with 4/75 while Odedra
grabbed 3/61. Skipper Zeeshan 
Maqsood, once again, was named
the player of the match for his 
all-round performance 



By Anirban Ray 

A
fter the instant success of Shah
Rukh Khan’s Pathaan, Bollywood
is now toeing the line of ‘sleek,
yet mindless’ action flicks. The
latest is Ajay Devgn’s Bholaa - a

180-minute roller-coaster packed with
punches (no pun intended) and ‘choreo-
graphed bobs and weaves’ with a bunch of
rugged yet stupid goons. (Didn’t we see
enough of that in a string of Rohit Shetty
hits!)

Somehow, Bollywood flicks have always
had a trump card when the protagonist has
been a dark character with a good con-
science. Viewers seem to relish that with a
never satiating appetite, whether in main-
stream Hindi cinema or in southern block-
busters. And Bholaa (the character) stands
out as just that for the umpteenth time. 

With both, a macho and a gorgeous,
lineup of several big names in the cast, Bho-
laa is actor Ajay Devgn’s directorial debut -
we knew he’d get there sooner or later. It’s
always interesting to watch an actor direct
or a director act (aka Raj Kapoor or Charlie
Chaplin). And obviously, there will be several
pitfalls and loopholes when a director
chooses to be in front of the camera, that,
too, as the lead actor.

We see some spark in Devgn as he juggles
with many hats and, indeed, hints about his
directorial talent were all out there in the
2020 biographical blockbuster - Tanhaji - the
unsung warrior which churned out a whop-
ping R3.75bn (RO17.66mn), posing a formi-
dable competition for Bollywood’s Bhaijaan.

Bholaa tells the tale of an ex-prisoner

named Bholaa who is to meet his daughter
for the first time in ten years. But his journey
turns out to be a rather difficult task when
IPS Diana Joseph (Tabu) asks him to drive a
truck full of 40 unconscious police officers.
They send out multiple gangs to kill the cops
in the truck and capture Diana, but Bholaa
turns into an super force and fights them all.
It had to be done with an endless cat-and-
mouse-chase involving the truck being
driven recklessly across state highways to
get the better of crude-looking goons who
are seen waiting with weird weapons to nab
him. 

This film seems to consolidate the Devgn-
Tabu pair which went down well with audi-
ences after the success of Dhrishyam I and
II and De De Pyar De. Tabu, with her strong
dialogue delivery and acting skills and kohl-
laden eyes, it is a delight to watch in a badass
role than as a girl-next-door. She has good
screen presence that matches Devgn's cel-
luloid charisma. 

The film is a remake of Lokesh Kana-
garaj’s Tamil film Kaithi (2019). Box-office
wise, the film was lucky to witness two big
holidays on weekends (Ram Navami and
Easter) that helped it soar the charts.
Though there are a few adrenalin rush mo-
ments in the movie, the action scenes often
fall flat due to improper character develop-
ment, irrelevant fights and unwanted back-
ground scores.

Devgn, who had made his debut as an
actor with antics like riding two bikes in Phool
aur Kaante, has this time repeated the stunt
as a director in Bholaa. And, perhaps, this is
his USP, to attract two different age groups
who equally relish his histrionics. 
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BOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW: BHOLAA
Genre: Action-Adventure
Starring: Ajay Devgn, Amala Paul, Tabu, Abhishek Bachchan

Devgn, who had made his debut as an actor with 
antics like riding two bikes in Phool aur Kaante, has this

time repeated the stunt as a director in Bholaa



H
arry Belafonte, the superstar
entertainer who introduced a
Caribbean flair to main-
stream US music and be-
came well known for his

deep personal investment in civil rights, died
on Tuesday in Manhattan. He was 96.

The barrier-breaking artist-activist died of
congestive heart failure at his New York
home, his publicist said in a statement.

Born in Harlem to a Jamaican mother and
a father from the French territory of Mar-
tinique, the calypso singer and actor spent
part of his childhood in Jamaica before re-
turning to New York - a binational upbringing
that shaped his musical and political out-
looks, and saw him campaign tirelessly for
racial equality.

Belafonte’s calypso, the genre of
Caribbean music that drew from West
African and French influences, saw him sky-
rocket to fame in the midst of post-World
War II prosperity and suburbanisation.

His third album, entitled Calypso and re-
leased in 1956, became the first LP to sell
more than one million copies in the United
States.

The album featured what would become
Belafonte’s signature song, Day-O (The Ba-
nana Boat Song) - he scoffed at the idea it
was simply feel-good dance music, calling
the track a rebellious take on workers de-
manding fair wages.

Belafonte “used his platform in almost a
subversive way because he would sneak
messages in there, revolutionary messages,”
crooner John Legend said on Tuesday at a
Time magazine event.

“When people just thought he was
singing about good times and the islands, he
was always infusing messages of protest and
revolution in everything he did.”

Legend was one of many, from all walks of
American life, to send tributes; singers, politi-
cians and activists hailed Belafonte's talent,
advocacy and trailblazing contributions.

‘Harry Belafonte was not only a great en-
tertainer, but he was a courageous leader in
the fight against racism and worker oppres-
sion,’ progressive senator Bernie Sanders
wrote.

Struggle
Even early in his career, Belafonte did not shy
away from controversy.

He starred in the 1957 film Island in the Sun
as an upwardly mobile Black politician on a
fictional island who becomes involved with
a woman from the white elite, in one of Hol-
lywood’s earliest depictions of interracial ro-
mance.

In 1954, he became the first African
American man to win a Tony Award, for his
role in the Broadway musical John Murray
Anderson's Almanac.

Six years later, he became the first African
American to win an Emmy Award for Tonight
with Belafonte, his musical television pro-
gram. He also won three Grammys and a hu-
manitarian award from the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

But his life’s work went far beyond per-
formance, with both his music and acting
taking a supporting role to his activism.

“When people think of activism, they al-
ways think some sacrifice is involved, but I’ve
always considered it a privilege and an op-
portunity,” he said in a 2004 speech at
Emory University.

He opened his own coffers to back the
civil rights movement, becoming close with

Martin Luther King Jr.
Belafonte brought the civil rights leader

along with the Birmingham, Alabama pastor
Fred Shuttlesworth to his New York apart-
ment to plan out the 1963 campaign to inte-
grate the notoriously racist southern city.

When King was thrown into a Birming-
ham jail, Belafonte raised US$50,000 -
nearly US$500,000 in current value - to
post his bail.

“Belafonte’s global popularity and his
commitment to our cause is a key ingredient
to the global struggle for freedom and a
powerful tactical weapon in the civil rights
movement here in America,” King once said.

King’s daughter Bernice on Tuesday
posted a photo of a crying Belafonte seated
with her mother Coretta at the slain activist’s
funeral.

‘When I was a child, #HarryBelafonte
showed up for my family in very compas-
sionate ways,’ she wrote.

‘I won’t forget…Rest well, sir.’

Game-changer
Harold George Bellanfanti Jr was born on
March 1, 1927, in New York’s Harlem.

As a child, he moved to Jamaica with his
mother and younger brother, and described
his Jamaican roots as shaping ‘almost every-
thing’ in his life.

Belafonte did not grow up believing he
would enjoy a promising career.

He had vocal gifts and striking good looks
but suffered from dyslexia and dropped out
of high school to serve in the US Navy during
World War II. When he returned, he worked
as a janitor.

At one point, he received a tip of two tick-
ets to the American Negro Theater, which
inspired him to take acting classes.

He then met Sidney Poitier, who was born
just eight days before Belafonte to parents
from The Bahamas; the actor would become
a lifelong friend.

Despite his frequent criticism of Ameri-
can policies, Belafonte said the United States
‘offers a dream that cannot be fulfilled as
easily anywhere else in the world’ - but one
that is only attainable through ‘struggle’.

Beyond Belafonte’s involvement in the
civil rights movement, President John F
Kennedy appointed  him to the advisory
committee of the soft-power initiative Peace
Corps meant to promote US goals abroad.

But the singer said he wanted the pro-
gram to also expose young Americans to the
struggles of the developing world.

Belafonte spent increasing time in Africa,
especially Kenya, and became one of the
foremost US artists fighting apartheid in
South Africa.

His album Paradise in Gazankulu, released
in 1988, revolved around the oppression of
black South Africans and was recorded par-
tially in Johannesburg with local artists.

“Your passion, love, knowledge and re-
spect for Africa was unlimited,” said Beni-
nese singer Angelique Kidjo. “Your wisdom
made me strong. Your music inspired me.”

Belafonte also initiated the USA for Africa
supergroup whose We Are The World song
in 1985 raised millions of dollars for
Ethiopia’s famine victims.

He is survived by his wife Pamela, four
children and two stepchildren, and eight
grandchildren.

Accepting an award in Hollywood in
2014, Belafonte said that the entertainment
industry had a sorry past record on race, but
offered hope for the future.

“I really wish I could be around for the rest
of the century to see what Hollywood does
with the rest of the century,” he said.

“Maybe, just maybe, it could be civiliza-
tion’s game-changer.”
AFP
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This file photo shows US

singer Harry Belafonte

during a performance in

Paris on September 24,

1988 (AFP)

THE 
PERFORMER
THE 
ACTIVIST

When people just thought he was
singing about good times and the

islands, he was always infusing 
messages of protest and revolution 

in everything he did
John Legend

Harry Belafonte died of congestive
heart failure at his New York home

end of an era



WORD BUILDER

yOUr dAILY
HOrOscOpE
ArIES MarcH 21-april 19
Real problems require real solutions, not just window
dressing. You have to get to the root of the issue and face
the truth about what is really going on here. The time
when you could just smile and pretend that everything is
okay has long passed, and you need to admit that things
have gone in a direction that could be best described as
disastrous.

TAUrUS april 20-May 20
Your brain is going to be focused on your future now.
You’re thinking about what will be coming into your life
and not as concerned with what’s going on in it today, but
this isn’t a bad thing. Stretching yourself to imagine what
could be will help you create futuristic ideas that can
guide you in making decisions. It’s also a great way to vi-
sualise success in a new relationship or work project. 

GEMInI May 21-JUNE 21
An unthinking person might blurt out something that
hurts your feelings today, but getting all emotional about
it isn’t going to help you feel better. Calmly ask them to
clarify what they mean, and they'll probably be mortified
that what they said upset you. These misunderstandings
are going to be common right now, unfortunately. Your
emotions are right under the surface.

CAnCEr JUNE 22-JUly 22
Good energy is coming your way early today, which is
good because you'll need it to help you prepare for some-
thing big that's coming your way later on. Fun, creativity,
and even a tiny bit of exciting drama are all in your near
future, but you'll have to get rid of all the boring tasks first.
Hit the ground running. The sooner you get the work
done, the sooner you'll get to the good times.

LEO JUly 23-aUGUst 22
Try to avoid giving a friend a loan or asking for one today.
By having no financial dealings with others right now, you
can avoid making complicated commitments that will
only end in frustration. There's no reason to mingle your
professional and personal lives right now, no matter how
attractive you think that new coworker might be.

VIrGO aUGUst 23-sEptEMBEr 22
As you work on each of your various projects today, re-
member what you’re doing all the work for. Think of the
end result and the feeling of accomplishment you'll have
when it’s all done. Few things make you feel better than
looking back with pride on a job well done! Keep focused
on making progress, and try to speed up your output. Do
whatever it takes to make significant headway.

LIBrA sEptEMBEr 23-OctOBEr 22
You’ve been doing too many things on the go lately, and
this reckless pace has to stop. Sure, you’ve been prom-
ising yourself for days that you’re going to cut back and
get some downtime, but when are you going to actually
do it? Make that day today. Cancel or postpone what-
ever you can and give yourself a few hours with nothing
to do.

SCOrPIO OctOBEr 23-NOVEMBEr 21
Changing your tactics every now and then is not just a
good way to keep life interesting, it’s also a great way to
generate an air of mystery about yourself. And boy, do
people love a mystery! So find a different approach to all
those issues that come your way today. If you make a joke
in the face of tension, try taking it more seriously.

SAGITTArIUS NOVEMBEr 22-dEcEMBEr21
Try to mix things up a little today. Don’t behave the way
that other people expect you to. See what happens when
you act out of character. If you’re usually shy in a new so-
cial situation, unleash your inner performer and see what
it’s like to be the centre of attention. 

CAPrICOrn dEcEMBEr 22-JaNUary 19
Prepare to sign on the figurative dotted line today, be-
cause now is the right time to advance a project, commit
to a sale, or begin a new relationship. You have to stop
pondering and start committing or your opportunities will
fly away from you. Even if you feel you’re taking a risk,
what if you are? Life calls for risks.

AQUArIUS JaNUary 20-FEBrUary 18
Little details like names and dates are overwhelming now,
and you're getting a bit behind when it comes to keeping
track of them. But don't worry. If you get on the ball and
work out an organizational scheme in the morning, you
can get everything done and stay sane. You might have
double-booked yourself.

PISCES FEBrUary 19-MarcH 20
Today, your mental clarity is extremely strong, which
means that you'll finally be able to break down that
complex challenge you've been struggling with for so
long. These smaller bits and pieces will be easier for you
to comprehend and work through. If you see other peo-
ple struggling with their own challenges, share your
newfound technique with them. 

In TOwn

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. A   2. C  3. A

01. Which company carries the

construction of submarines,

missile-boats and destroyers

and so on for the India navy and

offshore supply vessels and

well-head platforms and so on?

A. Mazgaon Dock Limited

(MDL)

B. Garden Reach Shipbuilders

and Engineering Limited (GRSE)

C. Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL)

D. None of the above

02. Which is the major mineral

found in Punjab?

A. Coal

B. Gold

C. Salt

D. Iron

03. When was Shakespeare

born?

A. 1564 AD

B. 1618 AD

C. 1642 AD

D. 1776 AD

LEVEL EASY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and 

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and only one in-
stance of each number

DO YOU SUDOKU?

1 4 9

8 6 2 7

5 7

1 4 8 3

9 8 2 7

3 7 1 6

1 8

5 6 8 4

9 3 6

You have three minutes to find all the
words contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at least four
letters long, proper nouns and dupli-
cates don’t countSU

D
O

K
U

 E
A

SY
 A

n
Sw

Er

217439658

856127439

943856721

124675983

698341275

375298146

561784392

739562814

482913567

Each game will present you with a matrix filled
with letters. The objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left, right, on top,
bottom, or diagonal to each other. The Boggles
Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are
valued at one point for each letter in excess of two
letters. A three letter word is worth one point, a
four letter word is  worth two points, and so on.
Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20
words: Very good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

BOGGLER

D O N K

D E U I

S D E C

C E L A
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Eid al Fitr 2023

Glimpses of various parts of Oman as the sultanate celebrated Eid al Fitr with prayers and sermons (Photos: V K Shafeer)



T he first John Wick movie
released almost a decade
ago, in 2014. The fran-
chise set up an entire cul-

ture of assassins for us. It is a system
with its own set of rules, obedience,
and discipline and is supremely pos-
sessive of their existence. 

Even with its most overtly exag-
gerated aspect, the John Wick Fran-
chise never felt like it was doing too
much. Chapter 4 is like the final ‘Love
You’ before the next era begins.
While it is almost three hours long,
the story is crisp and only branched
out as needed. The writing takes its

own time in setting up the world of
the High Table and how they are di-
rectly behind Wick now. 

John Wick: Chapter 4 is the best
film in the franchise so far for the
very reason that it continues to keep
its heart in the right place even when
there is so much happening around.
Every department has worked with
love and to worship the idea of a as-
sassin who dreams of a normal life
and is ready to kill the world for it be-
cause he promises his dead wife and
his dog. Also, there is enough of dog
content this time!

Star performer Keanu Reeves is

now synonymous with John Wick,
and there is no going back. Every
punch feels personal, and every
emotion is heartfelt. In a critical mo-
ment, a character describes him as ‘a
ghost in the search of a graveyard,’
Reeves makes sure you feel it in his
performance. Even with the world
against him, he never stops and as-
sesses the risks of his movements
because they don’t matter to him,
and there is no one around him who
would be worried. The movie deliv-
ers much more than it promises, and
Keanu Reeves ensures you don’t
leave the hall with any complaints. 

What’s good:  Imagine two 30-
minute-long action sequences but
not dull for even a second: An in-
sanely amazing Keanu Reeves and
an equally fiery script.
What’s bad: If you don’t catch this
one on the biggest screen possible.
loo break: Not at all. Maybe carry a
bottle, or wear a diaper, or do any
form of workout that teaches you to
control your motions.
Watch or not?: Book your tickets
now because the High Table de-
mands your presence.

HOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW: 
John Wick: chapTer 4 

Genre: Thriller Starring: Keanu Reeves, Donnie Yen, Bill Skarsgard,
Lance Reddick, Laurence Fishburne, Ian McShane, Shamier Anderson

eveRy pUncH kills, and yoU celebRaTe
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coming Soon

When Jennifer Lopez
SLammed Winona ryder

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan is one of the most beautiful
women in the world. She’s known globally for her bril-
liant acting skills and looks. The actress is also among
the first women to start working in the
West and has done commendable work
in the entertainment industry over the
years. Aish made a stunning appearance
at the Ponniyin Selvan II media confer-
ence and donned a beautiful traditional
attire but is getting trolled for her monot-
onous fashion and hairdo by netizens on
social media. Scroll below to take a look
at the video.

Aishwarya is massively popular
among her fans, with over 12mn follow-
ers on Instagram. She often gives a sneak
peek into her luxurious lifestyle with her
daughter Aaradhya Bachchan on the photo-sharing plat-
form. Besides her incredible acting skills, Aish often
makes headlines for being a doting mom to her 11-year-
old daughter, who always accompanies the actress on

her work trips.
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan appeared for the Ponniyin

Selvan II press conference and aced a traditional look for
the event. The actress wore an off-white
Anarkali suit that came with golden and
silver embroidery and detailing all over.

The beauty styled the look with a lay-
ered emerald necklace and went with her
signature winged eyes with the middle-
parting hairdo.

Reacting to her video on social media,
a user on Instagram commented, ‘What
has she done to herself? Why can’t she
hire a good stylist. It’s her life, I un-
derstand but when she is in
glamour world and every-
thing revolves around it

then shouldn’t she be a little up-
dated.’ Another user commented,
‘iske hair set kro koi’ (someone
set her hair)

emma Watson had
no idea of 
who Brad Pitt was 
Emma Watson has been an integral part of many people’s
childhood. Her role as Hermoine in the famous Harry Pot-
ter movies is loved and appreciated by all. Her character
in the films was nerdy and miss know-it-all kind, and at
times had problems making friends. Once in an interview,
she revealed how she didn’t fit the world of her peers or
contemporaries. The actress confessed to going against

Hermoine’s image by pretending to be
what she thought interested other

girls of her age. In doing so, she
once shared that she pretended

even to have a crush on Brad
Pitt.

Pitt is a massive movie
star and was one even at the
time the Harry Potter movies

came out. He has given many
noteworthy films over the span

of his celebrated career. Emma
has no doubt blossomed into a fan-

tastic talent, but she took her time to ac-
cept herself completely. Emma Watson once told

Paper how she tried to fit in with other girls and pretended
to have a crush on Brad Pitt. “I watch interviews that I did
when the first movie came out and I was so lost! I would
think, ‘What do young girls talk about? What do they
say?’ ‘I like going shopping and I have a crush on Brad Pitt.’
And I had no idea who Brad Pitt really was.”

C elebrities often make mistakes during interviews by saying
things they shouldn’t ever. At times they do it out of excite-
ment, and sometimes it’s their sheer stupidity or arrogance.
Jennifer Lopez made a similar mistake early in her career, and

it bites her even today. In the scandalous interview, JLo talked about her
contemporaries quite brutally and said they were not as talented as her.
She mentioned Winona Ryder among those stars, and it has not gone well
over the years.

The rumour mills have often buzzed with gossip about Jennifer’s domi-
nating behaviour. The diva is apparently a big-time believer of the ‘my-way-
or-the-highway’ policy and always does things her way. In the old interview,

she talked about some famous 90s stars, including
Salma Hayek, Gwyneth Paltrow, Madonna and

Winona and later realised her mistake.
During an interview with Moviline in

1998, Jennifer Lopez was asked to com-
ment on her contemporaries. The Boy
Next Door actress did not have anything
pleasant to say about anyone and had
her claws out the entire time. While
talking about Winona Ryder, she said, “I

was never a big fan of hers.” The actress
has delivered amazing performances in

shows and movies like Stranger Things, Little
Women, Star Trek, The Age Of Innocence, and

Black Swan. While JLo accepted all of that, she still
did not appreciate Winona.

Jennifer Lopez called Winona Ryder’s accolades and nods trivial and
added, “In Hollywood she’s revered, she gets nominated for Oscars, but
I’ve never heard anyone in the public or among my friends say, ‘Oh, I love
her’.” Winona was not the only one on Jennifer’s list. While talking about
Gwyneth, she had said that she was more famous because of her associa-
tion with Brad Pitt. Obviously, these statements did not sit well in Holly-
wood, and the actress realised it shortly afterwards.

While talking to Vanity Fair, she realised her mistake and said, “I was so
misquoted and so taken out of context, and it’s a sore subject for me. I don’t
like to hurt anybody. I don’t like to hurt their feelings. I like to joke, so I do
that sometimes. What they wrote in that article hurt people.”
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Genre: Horror
Starring: nicholas Hoult, 
nicolas Cage, Ben Schwartz,
Adrian Martinez
language: english

Renfield
In this modern monster tale of
Dracula’s loyal servant,
Nicholas Hoult stars as Renfield,
the tortured aide to history’s
most narcissistic boss, Dracula
(Oscar® winner Nicolas Cage)

WHAT HAS SHE DONE TO HERSELF?

Bollywood actress
Aish made a 

stunning appear-
ance at the Pon-
niyin Selvan II

media conference
but is getting

trolled for her mo-
notonous fashion




