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OMAN TO HOST NASA i A%
SPAGE APPS HACKATHON ‘ \
The Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the University of

Technology and Applied Sciences } 2

(UTAS) Branch it the Wilayat of
Ibra, will host the NASA Space
Apps hackathon next week

(7-8 October 2023). >A5
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The ICV of large
enterprises in the

Sayyid Fahd recetves
GCC ministers of health

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

second quarter
Salalah plant d

. . . . . of 2023 reached
plans to produce Taxiservicecampaign  First meteorite RG4S DTl
H . 111101
100,000 tonnesof  launchedinOman sample captured
Dl’gaIliC Ierti].izer The Ministry of Transport, The Ministry of Tourism
1Communications and 2 has announced the MUSCAT: The total in-country
Times News Service Information Technology detection of first meteorite value (ICV) of active enterprises

in the Sultanate of Oman dur-
ing the second quarter of 2023
reached OMR9.09 billion, accord-
ing to the monthly bulletin issued
by the National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI).

ICV is a total spend retained
in-country that benefits business
development and contributes to
human capability development
and stimulates productivity in
Oman’s economy.

The contribution of active en-
terprises in the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) at current prices
during the second quarter of 2023
reached 90.1 percent compared to
86.1 percent for the second quar-
ter of 2022.

sample whose entry into Omani
airspace was documented by
devices in the country. >A3

on Sunday launched a taxi
service campaign under the
slogan “Know Your Fare”. Many
government departments took
partinthe campaign. >A2 .

SALALAHN: A fertilizer plant in
Salalah aims to produce 100,000
tonnes of organic fertilizer in a
year’s time.

Since its commencement of
operation in the first quarter of
the current year, the factory has
produced 25,000 tonnes of or-
ganic fertilizer.

The Organic Fertilizer Pro-

Attack on interior
duction Plant in salalah bhotee  MINISTFY iN Ankara
Governorate is one of the vital

environment projects under the A suicide bomber
supervision of Nakheel Oman 3 detonated an explosive
Development Company in co- device outside Turkey’s
operation with the Ministry of interior ministry in the capital,
Agriculture, Fisheries and Wa- Ankara, on Sunday the Turkish
ter Resources. >A3 government said. >AB6

T '

Further, the ICV of large enter-
prises reached OMR6.42 billion,
constituting 63.7 percent com-
pared to the corresponding period
in 2022.

Meanwhile, the ICV of medium
enterprises reached OMR724.60
million, constituting 7.2 percent,
going up by 10.1 percent. The
ICV of small enterprises stood at
OMRS851.60 million, comprising
8.4 percent (up by 30.5 percent).

The total ICV of micro enter-
prises reached OMR1.09 billion,
comprising 10.8 percent, marking

TOTAL VALUE OF AGTIVE
ENTERPRISES IN OMAN
GROSSES OMRS BILLION

an increase of 36.8 percent com-
pared to the corresponding period
in 2022.

Moreover, the number of em-
ployees in active enterprises in
Oman increased by 11.1 percent to
reach 1.77 million during the sec-
ond quarter of 2023 compared to
1.59 million employees during the
second quarter of 2022.

The number of private enter-
prises reached 227,609 in the
second quarter of 2023, up by 13.5
percent compared to the same pe-
riod in 2022. — ona

JINAN ISLAND: A CAPTIVATING OASIS OF LUXURY

In a new era of luxury, Al Mouj spa-like ensuite bathrooms, and

Muscat'’s Jinan Island villas stand
apart as exquisite masterpieces
that merge opulence with nature’s
serenity. Tucked away amidst lush
parkland surrounding a tranquil
lake in the heart of Ghadeer District,
the exclusive collection brings an
unparalleled luxury lakeside living to

the heart of the capital.

The residents-only neighbourhood is
an oasis of calm with three different
villa styles each a balance of
contemporary amenities, style and
comfort, indoors and outdoors. The
Alaya Villas, boasting approximately
906 sqm set over three floors, offer
mesmerizing views of the lake with
every detailed carefully designed to
inspire an unmatched lifestyle from
its stunning top floor penthouse
suite to its private Zen Garden.
Overlooking the central park, the
five-bedroom Amara Villas provide
over 455 sgm of exquisite luxury

living.

Curated with decerning taste,
these villas redefine grandeur with
awe-inspiring entrances, towering

windows, walk-in wardrobes,

exclusive private pools. Seamlessly
marrying interior and exterior
spaces, each villa is bathed in
natural light, fostering a connection
to lush gardens and terraces - a
sanctuary for everyday living and

unforgettable celebrations.

Discover Endless Possibilities
Home to over 8000 residents from
85 nationalities, Al Mouj Muscat
redefines urban living in Oman,
offering authentic hospitality
coupled with an unbeatable
modern-day offering. From its
best-in-class business park,
championship golf course, and
luxurious accommodations to its
culinary delights and high-end
shopping on the country’s largest
marinag, it is ‘the’ destination

to savour life's most exquisite

moments.

Al Mouj Muscat's striking oceanside
views, beautiful beach, landscaped
parks and promenade, in addition to
its award-winning architecture, are
the perfect setting to live your best
life, inspire the best version of you,

and discover endless possibilities.

Elegance and Exclusivity

Jinan Island villa is an
investment in luxury lakeside
living, privacy, and exclusivity.
It's a place where you can
truly relax, rejuvenate and
lose yourself. A place of peace
and tranquillity, immersed in

beauty and serenity




A2

| MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2023

TIMES OF OMAN

PRAYER
TIMINGS

12 Olpm

7 DBpm

Fajr (TOmMOITOW)....oceeeeevvenees

4:44am

Service

Your best choice to deliver your packages locally
and internationally

L1001

omanpost.om

Proposal on telemedicine clinics
for rare speclalltles dlscussed

The meeting
addressed a number
of health issues and
topics of mutual
concerns including
visa medical

examination

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman
hosted on Sunday the Ninth Meet-
ing of the GCC Health Ministers
Committee, and the 86th General
Conference of the GCC and Yemen
Health Ministers Council in its
forty-eighth session.

The opening programme of the
ninth meeting of the GCC Health
Ministers Committee included a
speech delivered by Dr. Hilal Ali
Al Sabti, Minister of Health where
he welcomed the delegations and
stressed that the meeting is part
of the GCC endeavours towards
promoting cooperation in health
sector in order to improve the
provision of health services to the
level of excellence thus keeping
abreast with the rapid progress
in technology (Artificial Intel-
ligence, Internet of Things), and
promote joint action process to
develop the system of this vital
sector in the Gulf.

The Health Minister pointed
out that the meeting’s agenda
addresses key topics which will
achieve positive impact of the de-
cisions of 36th session of the GCC
Supreme Council held in Riyadh
on December 2015 on promoting
integration of the gulf joint action
process.

Dr. Al Sabti added that the meet-
ing’s agenda will put emphasis on

the significance of seeking further
integration in specialised services
among the GCC countries.

The meeting, said that minis-
ter, will highlight the importance
of activating telemedicine clin-
ics among various specialties in
GCC countries hospitals with rare
specialties.

In his turn, Jasem Mohamed Al
Budaiwi, the GCC Secretary Gen-
eral delivered a speech where he
said that data and statistics con-
firm the GCC commitment to the
health development issues, which
is notably marked in their ability
to achieve some of the objectives
of the third goal of Sustainable
Development Goals on ensuring
healthy lives and well-being for
everyone.

He affirmed that the GCC efforts
to achieve universal health cover-
age by providing health and human
resources for the health systems
have ensured people’s access to the
various levels of health services.

The ninth meeting of the GCC
Health Ministers Committee ap-
proved the agenda of the meeting
and endorsed number of draft res-

olutions submitted from Health
Undersecretaries Committee.

The meeting addressed a num-
ber of health issues and topics of
mutual concerns including visa
medical examination, following
up the implementation of Inter-
national Health Regulations (THR
2005), Health Cities, registration
and classification of health spe-
cialties, in addition to the strategic
dialogues among the GCC coun-
tries and the establishment of a

Virtual Gulf Health Centre.

During the meeting, the Saudi
Ministry of Health’s proposal on
recognising March 2 of every year
as World Health Martyr Day was
reviewed.

In addition, the meeting dis-
cussed the Sultanate of Oman’s
proposal on the specialised ser-
vices integration among the GCC
countries that aims at benefiting
from Health Centres of Excellence
and strengthening complementa-
rity in specialised services among
the GCC countries.

Treatment abroad

This would allow the rest of the
GCC countries to access the ser-
vices of any Gulf specialised cen-
tre at a lower cost compared to
when seeking treatment abroad in
non-Gulf countries while ensuring
the quality of service.

The specialised centres include
corneal  transplantation/retina
treatment centers, cochlear im-
plantation centers, organ transfer
and transplantation centres, joint
replacement centres, cancer cen-
tres, diagnostic and therapeutic

In pursuit of its goals to bolster investment prospects and foster an appealing business environment that aligns with Oman Vision 2040, the
Public Establishmant for Industrial Estates “Madayn” is pleased to announce the Following investmaent oppartunity for developars and investors:
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intervention centres (Intervention
Medicine), spine centres, brain
and nerve centres, cardiology
centres, fertility centres, physical
therapy and rehabilitation centres,
public health laboratories/centres,
national training centres for medi-
cal and allied medical categories
(OMSB / Saudi Commission for
Health Specialties, etc.), and toxi-
cology centres.

Furthermore, the meeting ad-
dressed the Sultanate of Oman’s
proposal on activating telemedi-
cine clinics for rare specialties
among Gulf countries. The propos-
al aspires to create ajoint electron-
ic platform for all GCC countries
on clinical consultancy so that rare
specialties’ physicians can discuss
and follow up rare medical cases
of various congenital anomalies in
newborns and children, and types
of cancers that are rare or unre-
sponsive to treatment, and others.

Following the 9th Meeting of the
GCC Health Ministers Commit-
tee, the 86th general conference of
the GCC and Yemen Health Minis-
ters Council in its forty-eighth ses-
sion was convened.

Suleiman Saleh Al Dakheel,
Director General of Gulf Health
Council stated that today’s gather-
ing comes in time where magnifi-
cent developments in the health
sector are evolving which entail

joint work and persistent coop-

eration to address challenges and
achieve success.

He stressed that the joint Gulf
action in the health sector has al-
ways been of great benefit for the
region.

The Gulf Health Council Direc-
tor General elaborated that the
meeting is supporting the continu-
ation of the cooperation, aiming at
achieving the desired goals, and
boosting health services to meet
expectations and aspirations of
Gulf people.

The Conference reviewed spec-
trum of draft resolutions submit-
ted from the Executive Board of

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology on Sun-
day launched a taxi service cam-
paign under the slogan “Know
Your Fare”.

Many government depart-
ments participated in the three-
phase campaign, which seeks to
regulate the service of taxis, to se-
cure the rights of customers and
taxi drivers and to optimise the
use of technical apps.

The first phase began on Sun-
day, 1 October 2023, and it targets
taxis operating at airports.

The second phase will begin on
1 November 2023 and it targets
taxis operating in hotels, com-
mercial centres and ports. The

the Gulf Health Council for en-
dorsement including for instance
draft resolution on Gulf Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control
where the plan of the Gulf CDC
2024 was approved along with
approving to share related health
data that is being shared with the
World Health Organization with
the GCDC for the purpose of risk
assessment and studying the bur-
den of morbidity and mortality.

The collaborative action
mechanism (tawasul) with the
GCC Health Ministries was also
approved.

Regarding medical examination
of expatriates coming to GCC, up-
dates of the Rules & Regulations
of Wafid medical test programme
were approved.

Moreover, the meeting endorsed
the new codification of items sys-
tem of Gulf joint procurement
programme instead of the old
codification.

It was also decided, with re-
gard to the registration of medical
devices and supplies and manu-
facturing companies, to approve
the Gulf regulations for the reg-
istration of medical devices and
supplies.

Moreover, it was decided to ap-
prove restructuring of the pay and
benefits and develop the organisa-
tional structure and governance
with an expert house.

With regard to central registra-
tion, it was decided to adopt the
update of the change requests
guidelines, approve the updated
request form for canceling a cen-
trally registered product.

Moreover, the Conference en-
dorsed resolution on updating
the inspection mechanism for the
pharmaceutical and veterinary
factories and products, as well as
factories of medical supplies and
devices. On medication pricing,
it was decided to approve the up-
dated price certificate form for
the reference countries in Health
Council to be (18) countries. -ona

Taxi service awareness
campaign launched

third phase will begin on 1 Janu-
ary 2024 and it targets taxis oper-
ating in public places.

Earlier, the Ministry awarded
licences for two taxi apps (Otaxi
and Oman Taxi app) for the regu-
lation of taxi service at Muscat
International Airport, after the
two apps met conditions stated
in the Land Transport Law.

The Ministry will launch an
all-accommodating app named
‘Aber’, which serves as a single
window comprising all licensed
applications for Oman taxis. The
app “Aber”, which means ‘by-
passer’ is distinguished for ease
of access to all apps to which taxi
clients might wish to subscribe.

-ONA
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On the trail of the sunset

= T

Saleh Al-Shaibany

en I decided to fol-
low the sunset last
weekend, I never

knew where it was going to

them squawking noisily as they
passed over my head.

‘When finally the sun disap-
peared behind the wavy water
of'the sea, the moon took great
pride in claiming the sky. It was

thoughts were occupied by
money matters, office respon-
sibilities or family affairs. They
‘see’ only the contents of their
minds and ‘hear’ the voice of
their turmoil as they carry on

* L *
Now In Oman

take me. The late eveningsun  ‘goodbye’ the day and ‘welcome’  with their business.

was like a brilliant ball of fire the night. The moon replaced As for me, my affair with the

casting its golden light on the the orange light with a yellow evening sky was over for that

shimmering water of the sea. beam gleaming on the sea, day. I walked back to my car and
The fading light of the sun and of course, the land I was made my street exit. I gave the

was slowly painting the skythe = walking on. But the moon had full moon the lastlook before
shade of orange and the clouds  another competition thatnight.  driving away. The stars were

seem to rejoice the changing of The stars started to twinkle still winking down at me. The
the colour. Just minutes later, inthe darkness as if they were clouds were keeping a respect-
I also noticed the full moon telling the moon that ‘we are able distance avoiding to block
rising from the oppositedirec-  here to add to the splendor of the shine from the moon. A

tion. The two celestial bodies the night’. They were like little twinge of sadness descended
were competing with each for dots of pearls in the vast space onmy thoughts as I arrived

thereign of the sky inthose few  twinkling profusely adding home.
minutes before the darkness to the magic of the night sky. I'wasleaving behind the full
started descendingontheland It made me stop to absorb glamour of the night sky when
below them. the atmosphere. It also made I'was entering my house. But
‘When the sun was half-way wonder. We go on living most as agreat compensation, the
buried on a spot that divided of our lives but never noticethe =~ warm welcome I got from my
the horizon and the sea, Ispot-  beauty of the night sky. family made me feel good again.
ted a group of seagulls having I'was not alone on the road Besides, I told myselfas I was
thelast frolic over the water. but most of the people weretoo  preparing for dinner, I could go
They flew in circles very low preoccupied with their own back to the seafront minutes
over the receding force of the thoughts. Their feet were firmly  before the daybreak to watch
waves before flying off to the placed on the ground and so the sun make a comeback from
trees behind me. I could hear were their eyes. Probably their ~ the horizon during sunrise.

<FROM Fortilizer
Al plant

Sarah bint Zaher Al Afan, Direc-
tor of farms planning at Nakheel
Oman Development Company
said that the company expects to
produce 100,000 tonnes of organ-
icfertilizer in a year’s time. — ona

First meteorite
sample captured OFFERING

by monitoring CYBER
devices in Oman INSURANCE

NOW

MUSCAT: The Ministry of theirfall, which made it easier for
Heritage and Tourism has an- the Omani-Swiss team to quickly ['_I o
nounced the detection of the first  pick the sample. N Fﬂr n Btwn r k SECU "t Ies a "[l
meteorite sample whose entry The meteorite sample was ¥ 1
into Omani airspace was docu- classified as “breccia H5-6” and prwac“ prﬂtﬂﬂt'ﬂ“
mented by devices in the Sultan- was officially named “Al-Khad-
ate of Oman. haf” in reference to the location N =
The step was taken in coop- of its fall in the Al-Khadhaf area [*—-"'I ngal“st Hansnmwa re ﬂttﬂﬂkﬂ
eration with the Natural History in the Wilayat of Thumrait, Gov-
Museum in Bern in Switzerland, ernorate of Dhofar.
Curtin University in Australia Al Khadhaf meteorite emerged
with technical support from the as the smallest outer-space ob-
Oman Telecommunications ject from among 40 meteorite oy
Company (Omantel): ' fall§ captul'"ed by meteorite moni- [; ] cf“‘erﬁ Eﬂ"sequen“al revenue I{ISE
The local meteorite monitor- toring devices around the world.
ing devices were able to deter- The achievement offers evidence
mine the geographical location of'the possibility of searching and
of the meteorite (two samples finding similar astronomical ob-
weighing 8.2 grams and 13.8 jectsbyusing moderntechnology
grams), as well as the route of inOman.-ona

() Covers legal expenses & cost of
restoring lost data
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Over 10,000 Indian expats
have benefitted from GMEC
counters in Oman annually

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Over 10,000 Indian
expatriates have benefitted every
year since 2018 for their renewal
of passport and attestation servic-
es, provided by Global Money Ex-
change Company (GMEC) in col-
laboration with BLS International
Services, at nine different cities
in Oman. The nine centres of the
Global Money Exchange Company
have been rendering the services
against a prescribed fee on behalf
of the Indian Embassy in Oman
at Salalah, Sohar, Shinas, Burai-
mi, Nizwa, Ibri, Sur, Khasab and
Dugm. The services have provided
a big relief to expatriates who live
in these cities as it avoids the has-
sle of making a trip to Muscat to
get the passport-related work or
attestation of documents.
Speaking to Times of Oman, R.
Madhusoodanan, Executive Ad-
visor to GMEC Board, said: “We
feel happy to be serving the Indian
community. The fact that more
than 10,000 people have utilised
the services at our centres annu-

ally since 2018 makes us feel proud
to play a role in supporting the In-
dian expats in Oman.”

Three new branches
opened in Salalah
As part of its expansion plans,
GMEC recently inaugurated three
new branches at Salalah Inter-
national Airport with an aim to
provide world class services and
support international tourism in
the Dhofar Governorate. Follow-
ing the opening of three branches,
the total number of branches in the
Dhofar Governorate have risen to
ten, the highest among all the ex-
change houses in the region.
GMEC, managed by State Bank
of India, was established in the

year 2002 and is one of the leading
exchange companies in Oman.

GMEC has direct banking ar-
rangements with more than 35
banks in several countries. The
services of popular International
Money Transfer agents are also
available.

“Global Freedom” the online
transfer facility is widely accepted
by customers.

GMEC is also planning to
launch a revamped mobile appli-
cation with more features in place
of the existing mobile app. The
GMEC branches deal in all major
currencies of the world and also
has a wholesale currency division
where currencies are bought and
sold at competitive rates.

GMEC also announced registra-
tion and periodical subscription
payments to the Kerala Pravasi
Welfare Fund that is offered
through all their branches.

As part of our Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiatives,
GMEC has opened branches in the
Oman Exhibition and Convention
Centre (OCEC) and at Port Sultan
Qaboos (PSQ) at Muttrah to meet
the foreign currency requirements
of tourists visiting Oman.

GMEC also provides encourag-
ing employment opportunities to
locals and also impart training to
the local staff in various areas in-
cluding leadership programmes.

K.S. Subromoniyan, GMEC
Managing Director, said: “GMEC
aims to give top priority to the
digital front, which is in tune with
Oman government’s Vision 2040
as well as various digital initiatives
of the Central Bank of Oman.”

Also present at the press brief-
ing were Amit Talukder, Gen-
eral Manager, and Said Salim
Hassan Al Balushi, Head of
Administration.

)
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Seminar hit_;rhlights
Shura march in Oman

MUSCAT: A seminar titled
“Shura Council: Reality & Aspi-
rations” was held here on Sunday
under the patronage of Sayyid
Saud Hilal Al Busaidi, Governor
of Muscat.

The seminar was organised by
Oman Journalists Association
with the participation of a num-
ber of experts and specialists in
the Council of Oman, as well as
academic, legal and civil society
institutions.

The event included two ses-
sions as the first one touched
on the legislative development
in regulating the work of the
Shura Council, the elections of
its members, and the march of
Shura in the Sultanate of Oman.

Meanwhile, the second ses-

sion dealt with the political par-
ticipation of Omani woman as a
member of the Shura Council, in
addition to the role of media in
raising the society’s awareness
on the importance of national
participation in the Shura Coun-
cil’s elections. -ona

‘Development not at the cost of losing
the character of Al Jabal Al Akhdar’

MUSCAT: She has been part of
the hospitality industry for more
than two decades in the region.
Maren Kuehl, General Manager
of Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar
Resort, has been with the luxury
hospitality brand in Oman for
more than two years and has now
fallen in love with the country,
the people and the town of Al Ja-
bal Al Akhdar.

In an exclusive chat with Times
of Oman Maren Kuehl said: “I
initially came after the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions were over
as part of the hotel’s task force to
revive the operation in the after-
math of the pandemic. I was here
on a three-month assignment but
I am glad that I have stayed back
to enjoy this beautiful place and
the country.

“The people of Oman and, in
particular, the local people in the
mountains are so warm and hos-
pitable. This is the very reason
that we have 40 percent of the ho-
tel workforce as Omanis and they
mostly come from the mountains.
They actually elevate the hospital-
ity with their natural warmth and
affection and we have really ben-
efited from their presence.”

Maren, who hails from Germa-
ny, said: “Development in Al Jabal
Al Akhdar is needed but it should
not be fast-paced. We have to be
mindful of the development pace
of such a beautiful place.

“There is still scope of more
hotels here but the government
should make sure that the char-
acter of the town is not lost in the
guise of development. The place
still needs a lot of spotlight and
more should be done to promote
this lovely town.”

She added: “Sustainable devel-
opment is the key for the growth of
Al Jabal Al Akhdar and the essence
of the traditional town should be
safeguarded at any cost.”

‘Hectic season ahead’

Maren said the hotel is all geared
up for a “hectic season” and has
received “good bookings till early
March next year.”

She said: “We are all ready for
our guests, mainly from Europe
now, after an amazing summer
where we had the majority of
guests from the GCC countries.
‘We expect to have good business
this winter. We are committed to
providing heartfelt hospitality in
one of the world’s most beautiful
destinations. The resort promises
an invigorating travel experience.”

Al Qalaa reopens

Maren informed that the Arabic
Omani restaurant Al Qalaa reo-
pened its doors at the resort from
October 1.

Inspired by Khasab Castle in
Musandam, Al Qalaa boasts a con-
stellation of hanging lanterns and
a sweeping mountain backdrop.
Authentic recipes from Oman
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and across the Gulf are presented
with flair. Ingredients are freshly
harvested from the Arabian Sea
and local farms - then crafted or
grilled to perfection.

“We are expecting a great win-
ter season and to enhance the
authentic Omani experience, we
have reopened our Al Qalaa res-
taurant from October 1,” she said.

Among the other activities
during the season ahead is a
Friday Garden barbeque fiesta,
Chill about the Clouds offer
and theme nights at different
restaurants.

She said: “At our property we
have to ensure a wide range of cu-
linary options as usually we have
guests here for a couple of nights.
They like to explore the resort
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MAREN KUEHL,
GENERAL MANAGER
OF ANANTARA AL
JABAL AL AKHDAR, IS
UPBEAT ON A BUSY
WINTER TOURISM
SEASON IN OMAN

and providing them with a vari-
ety of cuisines is very important.
We also have a lot of outdoor ac-
tivities including rock climbing,
mountain climbing, archery and
mountain hikes. Our guests can
enjoy the gym, spa and an infinity
pool to relax.”

Day pass for OMR25

On special offers for the domestic
market, Maren said: “We value
the importance of domestic and
regional markets and do pro-
vide various promotional offers
throughout the year online.

“The year-long day pass for
OMRZ25 provides guests a full day
access to pool, gym and discount
at spa. The full voucher amount
canbeused at all the hotel outlets.”

Maren admitted that the room
tariff at the resort is higher as
compared to competitors but said
the hotel ensures that “rooms, fa-
cilities and services come with
value addition”.

Maren further said: “There
still needs to be a lot to be done
to promote Al Jabal Al Akhdar
and Oman in the international
market. We hope to contribute in
the best possible way to promote
Oman and Al Jabal Al Akhdar
in the Sultanate and around the
world with the cooperation of the
Ministry of Heritage and Tour-
ism. The success of Al Jabal Al
Akhdar Festival is a testament
of the growing interest among
locals and we hope we can host
such events more often.”
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Sayvid Fahd receives GCC ministers of health

MUSCAT: HH Sayyid Fahd bin
Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for the Council of Minis-
ters yesterday received GCC minis-
ters of health participating in the 9th
meeting of GCC Health Ministers
hosted by the Sultanate of Oman.
After welcoming the ministers,
HH Sayyid Fahd expressed Oman’s

appreciation for the benign efforts
exerted in the health fields to push
the march of GCC action forward.

He also commended achieve-
ments made by the Council of GCC
Health Ministers and its role in
upgrading health services.

HH Sayyid Fahd also affirmed that
the Sultanate of Oman has been ac-

cording a major attention to health
sector as it is considered among pil-
lars of comprehensive development
through constant development wit-
nessed by this vital sector and up-
grading its health services.

The meeting reviewed most
important topics listed on the
agenda of the ministerial meeting

Oman and Lebanon explore
opportunities for cooperation

MUSCAT: Dr. Abdullah Nasser
Al Harrasi, Minister of Informa-
tion, received here on Sunday
Ziad Makary, Minister of Infor-
mation of the Republic of Leba-
non, as part of the latter’s current
visit to the Sultanate of Oman.

During the meeting, Dr. Abdul-
lah and the Lebanese minister
discussed bilateral relations and
explored opportunities for coop-
eration in various media fields.

They looked into ways of en-
hancing coordination about the
exchange of news content and
media training.

The two ministers underscored
the role of the media in consolidat-
ing the cultural identity of coun-
tries, instilling authentic values in
young generations and fostering
understanding among people be-
longing to different cultures.

Oman to host NASA Space
Apps hackathon next week

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Uni-
versity of Technology and Ap-
plied Sciences (UTAS) Branch
in the Wilayat of Ibra, will host
the NASA Space Apps hackathon
next week (7-8 October 2023).

The events will be held in the
Wilayat of Bidia, the Governorate
of North Al Shargiyah, in coop-
eration with NASA.

The hackathon will be partici-
pated by public and private estab-
lishments, as well as universities
and colleges in Oman. As many as
185 countries will be taking part
in the event.

The hackathon is catered for
innovators who are in interested
in space science and exploration.

The participants will get a

They exchanged views about
various media issues and stud-
ied technical developments that
support media action, notably

chance to develop creative solu-
tions for different challenges that
face the earth and space, in order
to get qualified to participate in
the International Hackathon.
The Sultanate of Oman’s host-
ing of this event aims to enhance

through modern mass media.

The meeting was attended by

the Lebanese envoy to Oman and
officials from both sides. -ona

that covered according attention
for enhancing integration of GCC
health services, maximising the
benefit from potentials available
at specialized centres in the GCC
states and supporting training
programmes for GCC physicians,
as well as seeking to find a GCC
electronic platform for physicians

in the GCC states.

In their turn, the GCC ministers
of health expressed their thanks
to the Sultanate of Oman, Chair of
the GCC current session, for host-
ing this meeting.

They hailed the constructive role
undertaken by Oman to ensure suc-
cess of the GCC march. They also

lauded the benign efforts in pro-
viding healthcare and the achieve-
ments made at the level of medical
services rendered to all citizens.

The meeting was attended by
Jasem Mohammed Al Budaiwi,
GCC Secretary General and Dr.
Hilal Ali Al Sabti, Minister of
Health. -ona

Omani media a model for Arab
world, says Lebanese Minister

MUSCAT: As part of his current
visit to the Sultanate of Oman,
Lebanese Information Minister
Ziad Makary yesterday visited var-
ious departments of the Ministry
of Information, including Oman
News Agency (ONA), the News
Centre and the digital studios of
Oman TV.

During the visit, the minister
listened to a briefing about news
services provided by the Ministry
of Information.

The Lebanese Minister took
note of advanced technical tools
and modern programmes en-
dorsed by the ministry’s facilities
to keep pace with the require-
ments of media action.

The Lebanese Minister gave a
statement in which he commend-
ed the progress made by the Omani
media, describing it as a model to

be emulated in the Arab world.

He said that Omani media con-
stitutes an intellectual industry
run by established Omani person-
nel who are well versed in integrat-
ing traditions in modern life. This,
he added, highlighted the country’s
aesthetic features in many ways.

The Lebanese Minister point-
ed out that his visit to Oman was

aimed at enhancing cooperation
between the two countries in dif-
ferent media fields through the
signing of memorandums of un-
derstanding between ONA and the
Lebanese National Media Agency.

The visit, he added, also aims
to benefit from the experience of
Oman TV in developing Lebanon’s
official television. -ona

its position as a centre for tech-
nological innovation, research
and encouraging cooperation be-
tween academic and industrial
establishments on the local and
international arenas.

-ONA

Oman takes part in meeting
of Arab Electricity Council

CAIRO: The Sultanate of Oman
took partin the extraordinary ses-
sion meeting of the Arab Electric-
ity Ministers Council, which was
held at the Arab League’s head-
quarters in Cairo, Egypt.

The Sultanate of Oman was
represented in the meeting by Ab-

dullah Nasser Al Rahbi, Oman’s
Ambassador to Egypt and its
Permanent Representative to the
Arab League.

The meeting discussed a set
of topics, including the general
agreement to establish the Arab
Common Electricity Market. -ona
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Suitanate of Oman

Ministry of Agriculture Fishries
Wealth and Water Resources

THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURAL, FISHERIES WEALTH AND WATER RESOURCES

ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING TENDERS: - TENDER NO. DESCRIPTION

Tender Description Tender
documents Class
price (R.0)

830/2023/ Purchase and supply of (6) air 25/- Specialized
MAFWR/H conditioners and the removal of
Q-82-Recall-1 (8) old ones in the Food Security

Department in Dhofar Governo-

rate, and the supply and installa-

tion of 9 air conditioners for the

Food Security Departments in

Muscat and Dakelya
794/2023/ Maintenance works for Wadi 80/- Excellent
MAFWR/H Daygah Dam At Wilayat Quriyat
Q-90 in Muscat Governorate
795/2023/ Supply and Installation of Fume 25/- Specialized
MAFWR/H Hoods Cupboard and Canopy
Q-91 for CLFS
802/2023/ Maintenance Works of Storage 25/- Third
MAFWR/H Dam at Wadi Saiq in Wilayat
Q-92 Allabal AlKhdhar, AlDakhiliyah

Governorate.

Last date for

Last date for

collection of Submission of
documents documents
Thursday Thursday
5/10/2023 26/10/2023
Thursday Thursday
5/10/2023 26/10/2023
Thursday Thursday
5/10/2023 26/10/2023
Sunday Sunday
8/10/2023 29/10/2023

Interested Companies registered with The General Secretariat of the Tender Board (in the above mentioned Grade) may obtain
Tender documents from the E-Tendering website: https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om.

The value of the document will be paid &amp; submitted on line on given website.

Preference will be given to companies whose bid includes the largest percentage of Omanization and possible purchase of

national products.

The Tenderer should attach Bid Commitment Declartion (regarding the exemption from submitting a bid bond in tenders).

All correspondence pertaining to the tender inquiry must be online at e-tendering System.

All correspondence pertaining to the e-tendering System technical support must be directed to the following helpdesk email
address and phone number: +968 24402200 or etenderhd@mtcit.gov.om.

TENDERS COMMOTTEE

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries Wealth and Water Resources



A6 | MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2023

TIMES OF OMAN

MAN/WUE

Mwasalat launches

bus service between
Muscat-Abu Dhabi

Mwasalat said the
cost of a round-trip
ticket will be OMR22

Times News Service

AL BURAIMI: Mwasalat, one of
the Asyad Group companies, on
Sunday launched its first intercity
bus service on Route 202 (Muscat
- Al Buraimi - Abu Dhabi) passing
through the UAE city of Al Ain,
with one round trip per day on the
route.

The company received passen-
gers at a transportation station
in the Wilayat of Buraimi on the

opening day’s service.
This route will provide pas-
senger transportation ser-

vice in integration with other

routes for transport from Abu
Dhabi, through Al Ain in the
UAE, to the cities of Muscat
and Salalah and vice versa, as
passengers from Muscat can
reach Abu Dhabi and other
cities in the neigbouring country.

This route passes through
several stoppage points. Among
the major stops are Al-Azaiba
Bus Station, Muscat Interna-
tional Airport, Burj Al Sahwa
Bus Station, Al Khoud Bridge, Al
Ma’abelah Bus Station, Al Naseem
Park, Al Rumais, Barka Bridge,
Wadi Al Jizzi, Al Buraimi, Al Ain
Central Station, and Abu Dhabi
Bus Station. The route will take
the Batinah Expressway from
Barka Bridge to Wadi Al Jizzi.

Mwasalat Company said that
the price of ticket for the route
from Muscat to Abu Dhabi will be
OMR11, while the cost of a round-
trip ticket will be OMR22.

The company confirmed that
passengers can book their tickets
through the electronic reserva-

tion portal on www.mwasalat.om.

It should be noted that the
latest bus service comes as an ex-
tension of the agreement signed
by the Mwasalat Company, relat-
ed to the establishment of an in-
tegrated public transport station
project for buses and taxis in the
Buraimi Governorate.

The move is also in line with
the urban strategy that aims
to connect and integrate cities
using the smart transporta-
tion system. The service also
comes as part of the passenger
transportation agreement that
Mwasalat signed it with Capital
Express, the licensed company
for passenger transport services
from the Integrated Transport
Centre in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

The latest bus service is aimed
to expand and strengthen the in-
ternational bus transport network
between the two brotherly coun-
tries and link the bus station in the
Buraimi wilayat to the bus station
in the city of Al Ain in the UAE.

UN to send
Mission to

Nagorno-
Karabakh

BAKU: In the aftermath of Azer-
baijan’s victory over the Nagorno-
Karabakh and thousands of peo-
ple displaced from the territory,
United Nations will send a mission
to the territory, according to media
report.

The American media outlet said
the United Nations will send a
mission to Nagorno-Karabakh this
weekend, amid reports that about
80 per cent of the population have
been displaced.

Spokesperson for the UN Sec-
retary-General, Stephane Dujar-
ric, said during a press briefing on
Friday that the mission’s visit had
been agreed by Azerbaijan and
would go ahead over the weekend.

“We haven’t had access there in
about 30 years. So it’s very impor-
tant that we will be able to get in,”
he said.

“While there, the team will
seek to assess the situation on the
ground and identify the humani-
tarian needs for both people re-
maining and the people that are
on the move,” the spokesperson
added.

Earlier it was reported that the
self-declared republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh will cease to exist from
next year. This comes as the re-
gion’s president signed a decree
dissolving state institutions fol-
lowing its defeat to Azerbaijan, ac-
cording to CNN.

Huge exodus

Further, as per CNN, the Azerbai-
jani victory last week triggered
a huge exodus of ethnic Armeni-
ans living in Nagorno-Karabakh
and marked the end of decades of
conflict, and potentially the end of
centuries of Armenian presence in
the region. — ant

India’s Aditya-L1 spacecraft successfully
escapes sphere of Earth’s influence: ISRO

BENGALURU: Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) on
Saturday informed that the Adi-
tya-L1 spacecraft has successfully
escaped the sphere of Earth’s in-
fluence adding that it is now navi-
gating its path towards the Sun-
Earth Lagrange Point 1 (L.1).
Taking to X (former Twitter),
ISRO said, “The spacecraft has
travelled beyond a distance of 9.2
lakh kilometres from Earth, suc-
cessfully escaping the sphere of
Earth’s influence. It is now navi-
gating its path towards the Sun-
Earth Lagrange Point 1 (L.1).”

ISRO further stated that it is the
second time in succession that the
space agency could send a space-
craft outside the sphere of influ-
ence of the Earth with the first
time being the Mars Orbiter Mis-
sion. The PSLV-C57.1 rocket car-
rying the Aditya-L1 orbiter lifted
off successfully from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sri-
harikota, Andhra Pradesh on Sep-
tember 2. The successful launch
of the maiden solar mission of the
Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) came on the heels of
the historic lunar landing mission

— Chandrayaan-3. According to

the agency, the Aditya-L1 mission

is expected to reach the observa-

tion point in four months. It will
be placed in a halo orbit around
Lagrangian Point 1 (or L1), which
is 1.5 million km away from the
Earth in the direction of the sun.

It will carry seven different pay-
loads to have a detailed study of the
sun, four of which will observe the
light from the sun and the other
three will measure in-situ param-
eters of the plasma and magnetic
fields.

Major objectives of India’s so-

lar mission include the study of
the physics of solar corona and
its heating mechanism, the solar
wind acceleration, coupling and
dynamics of the solar atmosphere,
solar wind distribution and tem-
perature anisotropy, and origin of
Coronal Mass Ejections (CME)
and flares and near-earth space
weather.

The successful launch of the
maiden solar mission of the In-
dian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) came on the heels of the
historic lunar landing mission —
Chandrayaan-3. — ant
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‘Terrorists’ attack
Turkish Interior
Ministry in Ankara

ANKARA: A suicide bomber
detonated an explosive device
outside Tiirkiye’s interior minis-
try in the capital, Ankara, on Sun-
day the Turkish government said.

Two officers were wounded in
the blast that killed the bomber.
Authorities “neutralised”, or
killed, the other attacker, the
Minister of Interior Affairs, Ali
Yerlikaya said.

The attack took place hours
before parliament was set to
reopen.

In his speech to lawmakers
later on Sunday President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, condemned the
attack, saying: “The villains who
threaten the peace and security
of citizens have not achieved
their objectives and will never
achieve them.”

No-one has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

How the attack unfolded
According to Yerlikaya, the two
attackers drove up to the interior
ministry in a car, one jumped out
at the entrance gate and charged
the building.

“One of the terrorists blew
himselfup and the other terrorist
was neutralised,” Yerlikaya said.
He added that two police officers

were “slightly injured” in the fire
caused by the blast.

Turkish media also reported
that gunshots were heard in the
same area after the blast.

Ankarapolice said it that it was
carrying out “controlled explo-
sions” of “suspicious packages”
to prevent other explosions.

The attackers targeted district
is home to several other minis-
tries and the Turkish parliament.

Ankara’s chief public pros-
ecutor launched an investigation
into the attack, Turkish media
reported. Officials also limited
access to the scene and imposed a
news blackout on the attack.

Erdogan dropped his opposi-
tion to Sweden’s NATO bid ear-
lier this year after earlier accus-
ing it of being soft on groups that
Turkiye considers to be security
threats.

He did not elaborate in the bid
during his speech during Sun-
day’s opening of parliament.

But Erdogan slammed his
country’s long wait for accession
to the EU and said Tiirkiye “no
longer expects anything from
the European Union, which has
kept us waiting at its door for 40
years.”

—Dw

60 years on, the Porsche 911 remains a cultural icon

STUTTGART: Since its creation
in 1963, the Porsche 911 has wooed
car enthusiasts worldwide, prov-
ing its worth on the racetrack and
serving as an iconic status symbol
over the past decades.

Frank Jung, head of Corporate
Archives and History Services at
Porsche AG, describes the Stutt-
gart-manufactured car as “the
heartbeat and core of Porsche to
date.”

An early change of name

Unveiled at the Frankfurt Interna-
tional Motor Show in September
1963 as the Porsche 901, the mod-
el’'s number was quickly changed
to 911 since French automotive
manufacturer Peugeot owned in-
ternational rights to all car type
numbers with a zero in the middle.

Six decades later, over a million
Porsche 911s have rolled out of
the assembly lines, with different
adjustments over the eight genera-
tions of the model.

Built to this day in Zuffenhaus-
en, aborough of Stuttgart in south-
ern Germany, the sports car gained
global recognition by first entering
the American market, with the
first 911s exported to the US in
February 1965.

“Export was always one of the
driving factors behind the success
of Porsche 911, especially to the US
market in the first place but today
worldwide,” Jung tells DW.

Cultural icon
As the 911 is “the face of Porsche
worldwide, this might be one of

the reasons why it has that iconic
status globally,” Jung points out.

The fact that it appears in mov-
ies, music videos and artworks
and is driven by celebrities has
also contributed to the model’s
desirability.

In “Downhill Racer” (1969),
Robert Redford plays a profes-
sional skier who drives through
the Alpsin ayellow 911T.

The first sequence of the 1971
movie “Le Mans” shows actor
Steve McQueen, known at the
time as the “King of Cool,” driving
a Slate Gray 1970 Porsche 911S. He
bought the car after the film shoot
for his own collection.

The plot of “No Man’s Land”
(1987) centers on thieves who ex-
clusively steal Porsche 911s.

The bombastic 2017 spy thriller
“Atomic Blonde,” set in East Ber-
lin on the eve of the collapse of the
Berlin Wall, features a supporting

character driving a modified Type
964 911 Carrera 4.

And a 911 crashes through a
showroom glass in the opening
scene of the 2000 action heist
movie “Gone in 60 Seconds.”

Artworks and museum exhibi-
tions worldwide have also paid
tribute to the iconic car.

Recently, Porsche AG has part-
nered with musicians, artists and
designers to diversify the model’s
reach and brand engagement.
Designers have expressed their
creativity on different models by
designing interiors; artists were
invited to showcase different paint
jobs.

Numerous past and present
music videos feature the car, de-
picting it as a status symbol and a
key ingredient to the “living large”
lifestyle.

Among them, the music video
to Billy Ocean’s 1988 classic “Get

Outta My Dreams, Get Into My
Car” has the singer in a Porsche
911 Turbo Cabriolet.

Notable personalities who drive
the Porsche 911 include actor
Keanu Reeves, rapper Eminem,
model Kendall Jenner, football
player David Beckham, basket-
ball legend Michael Jordan, fash-
ion designer Ralph Lauren and
pop stars Harry Styles and Justin
Bieber.

Comedian Jerry Seinfeld is said
to own several 911 sports cars in
his collection.

In Germany, singer Udo Linden-
berg, politician Christian Lindner
and classical music conductor
Christian Thielemann, who has
just been named director of Ber-
lin State Opera, are also known as
Porsche 911 owners.

A recent faux-pas
An ad to promote the launch of the

new 911 S/T and celebrate the 60-
year history of the iconic sports
car was released in August 2023.

In the video, a famous Portu-
guese landmark, the Cristo Rei —a
statue of Jesus Christ that gazes
over the nation’s capital, Lisbon
— was initially digitally removed
from the backdrop in one driving
scene, sparking controversy on so-
cial media.

Meanwhile, the video has been
replaced with a new version,
where the statue has reappeared.

“This was a mistake, and we
apologize for any offense caused,”
says Porsche in a statement ac-
companying the re-uploaded You-
Tube clip.

Looking to the future
Beyond its timeless design, the
model continues to evolve through
engineering innovations.

Facing the climate crisis, Por-

sche has pledged that 80% of its
lineup would be fully electric by
2030. But the company is also
pushing its research and invest-
ment in e-fuels in order to main-
tain one exception: the 911.

“We will produce the 911 as long
as possible with a combustion en-
gine,” Porsche’s e-fuels team lead-
er Karl Dums told press agency
Reuters in July this year.

For now, the famous sports car
remains an item for the privi-
leged class: The 2024 model costs
upwards of €120,000. Yet the car
company reports high demand
and customers having to wait two
years for deliveries.

The most expensive new Por-
sche 911 sports car sold at auction
is the one-off Porsche 911 Sally
Special, which fetched the exor-
bitant price of $3.6 million at the
RM Sotheby’s Monterey Auction
in August 2022. — ow
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US avoids shutdown after
Congress passes funding bill

After it was passed
in the House of
Representatives, the
Democrat-majority
Senate voted 88to 9
in favour of the bill.
The nine senators
who voted against
the hill were all

Republicans

WASHINGTON: United States
Congressional lawmakers on Sat-
urday passed a last-gasp budget
measure to avoid a shutdown of
the federal government within
hours of a midnight deadline.

Republicans had so far failed
to agree on a bill to continue US
government spending, amid re-
luctance by some conservatives to
send more aid to Ukraine.

After it was passed in the House
of Representatives, the Democrat-
majority Senate voted 88 to 9 in
favour of the bill. The nine sena-
tors who voted against the bill
were all Republicans. The funding
bill was then sent to President Joe
Biden who signed it into law.

Biden says hill ‘good news’
Biden said the bill was “good news
for the American people.”

“But I want to be clear: we
should have never been in this
position in the first place,” he
stressed. “Just a few months ago,
Speaker McCarthy and I reached
a budget agreement to avoid pre-
cisely this type of manufactured
crisis.

“For weeks, extreme House Re-
publicans tried to walk away from
that deal by demanding drastic
cuts that would have been devas-
tating for millions of Americans.
They failed,” he said.

He also said the United States
“cannot under any circumstanc-
es allow American support for
Ukraine to be interrupted.”

He said thathe expected Repub-
lican Kevin McCarthy, the speaker
of the House of Representatives,
to “keep his commitment to the
people of Ukraine and secure pas-
sage of the support needed to help
Ukraine at this critical moment.”

US media reported that a vote
on a separate bill on $24 billion
(€22.67 billion) in military as-
sistance to Ukraine could be held
next week.

McCarthy pushed a 45-day
funding bill through the House
with support from Democratic

lawmakers as 90 members of his
own party voted against the bill.

The measure would fund the
US government at current 2023
levels until November 17.

The bill does not include finan-
cial support to Ukraine, a White
House priority opposed by a grow-
ing number of GOP lawmakers,
but would increase federal dis-
aster assistance by $16 billion,
meeting President Joe Biden’s full
request.

The quick pivot came after the
collapse Friday of McCarthy’s
earlier plan to pass a Republican-
only bill with steep spending cuts
of up to 30% to most government
agencies.

The White House and Demo-
crats rejected that plan as too
extreme.

What caused the delay?
The deadlock in the US Con-

UN adopts new global rules
to reduce chemicals harm

BONN: New global rules for the
safe handling of chemicals were
adopted at a United Nations con-
ference in the German city of
Bonn on Saturday.

The Global Framework on
Chemicals sets out a roadmap
for reducing environmental risks
from chemicals and waste.

“Everyone on this planet
should be able to live and work
without fear of falling sick or dy-
ing from chemical exposure,” said
Inger Andersen, executive direc-
tor of the UN Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) who organised
the conference.

Participants also adopted the
Bonn Declaration, in which they
committed to ““prevent exposure
to harmful chemicals, and phase
out the most harmful ones, where
appropriate, and enhance the safe
management of such chemicals
where they are needed.”

What does the roadmap
envisage?
The plan sets out 28 concrete tar-
gets and guidelines for key sec-
tors from production to waste.
These include preventing ille-
gal trafficking of chemicals and
waste, introducing national laws
and phasing out highly dangerous
pesticides in agriculture by 2035.
It also calls for a transition to
more sustainable chemical al-
ternatives, responsible use of

Germany records 3,100
heat-related deaths

BERLIN: According to a
preliminary report by Ger-
many’s public health agency,
around 3,100 people have
died this year due to high
temperatures.

The Robert Koch Institute
(RKI) said the largest share
of heat-related deaths in
Germany this year were in
the age group of 75 and older.

Federal Health Minister
Karl Lauterbach said a heat
protection plan launched
this summer helped to keep
deaths below the 4,000-
mark. “Many lives saved,”

chemicals in industry,agriculture
and healthcare sectors, and bet-
ter access to information about
the risks associated with different
chemicals.

Classifying and labelling

In addition, a system for classify-
ing and labelling chemicals is to
be introduced in more countries

Lauterbach wrote on X,
formerly Twitter.

The plan included targeted
messaging for older people
and those with underlying
conditions so they could
protect themselves better in
extreme heat, among other
measures.

The report will be updated
later this fall. The RKI found
that heat-related mortality
was higher among women
than men, but this was likely
due to the fact that there are
more elderly women than
men in Germany. — ow

and a fund is to be created to pro-
mote the safe use of chemicals.

Germany has pledged €20 mil-
lion to implement the framework,
which UNEP will manage.

“The production of chemicals
is increasing rapidly. It is there-
fore high time to curb global pol-
lution,” German Environment
Minister Steffi Lemke said. — ow

gress was due to a small group of
hard-line Republicans pushing
back against temporary funding
proposals put forth by their own
party that would at least keep the
lights on.

Had both houses of Congress
not passed a deal to fund govern-
ment operations by a midnight
on Saturday (0400 UTC Sunday)
deadline, the United States would
have faced a disruptive federal
shutdown.

The closure would have includ-
ed everything from troops to bor-
der control agents to office work-
ers, scientists and others.

In the event of a shutdown, fed-
eral workers would face furloughs,
more than 2 million active-duty
and reserve military troops would
work without pay and welfare
programs and services that Amer-
icans rely on from coast to coast
would begin to face disruptions.

McCarthy’s job on the line
The pivot tests McCarthy’s nar-
row 221-212 House majority and
could even lead to a challenge to
his position as speaker.

The manoeuvre required Dem-
ocratic votes, a fact that angered
some Republican party hardlin-
ers who had wanted to pass a bill
without their support.

The latest standoff comes just
months after Congress brought
the federal government to the
brink of defaulting on its $31.4
trillion debt.

The drama has raised worries
on Wall Street, where Moody’s
ratings agency has warned it could
damage US creditworthiness.

Congress typically passes stop-
gap spending bills to buy more
time to negotiate the detailed leg-
islation that sets funding for fed-
eral programmes.

—DwW

Mohamed
Muilzzu Wins
presidential

electionsin
Maldives

MALE: Progressive Party of Mal-
dives (PPM) candidate Mohamed
Muizzu, won the Maldivian presi-
dential elections on Saturday, ac-
cording to media report citing lo-
cal media.

This was the second round of
polling after no candidate emerged
clear winner in the first round.
Muizzu had emerged as the front-
runner in the first round with
around 46 per cent votes, followed
by Ibrahim Solih’s 39 per cent.

Al Jazeera reported citing sev-
eral local media platforms that
Muizzu has won with more than
53 per cent of the vote, after the
tallying of results of all 586 ballot
boxes.

After the thumping win, the
Maldives president-elect deliv-
ered abrief statement athis party’s
headquarters, thanking all those
who voted for him and calling on
the government to release former
President Abdulla Yameen, who is
serving an 11-year jail sentence on
a corruption conviction.

“Today is a very happy day...I
would like to express my sincere
gratitude to all the Maldivian
people. This outcome today is a
huge encouragement for us in our
pursuit to build a better future for
our country, and to ensure the sov-
ereignty of our nation,” Al Jazeera
quoted him as saying.

“Yameen, the leader of the PPM,
must be released”, Muizzu said.
“The president has the power to
transfer [Yameen] home impris-
onment. And doing so, I believe, is
the best action that can be taken in
our nation’s interests,” he added.

Notably, Muizzu and his is
considered ‘pro-China’ because
of the huge Chinese loans by the
country, under the previous PPM
government.

After the results, Maldives Pres-
ident Ibrahim Solih conceded de-
feat in Saturday’s run-off vote and
congratulated Muizzu. -an
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Oman’s Al Rawahi a victory
away from MERC title glory

The Muscat-based
driver is set for a
thrilling summit
showdown with
experienced Nasser
Al Attiyah in Cyprus
later this week

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The mood in the Oman
Rally Team is upbeat. There is an
air of cautious optimism as Oman’s
Abdullah Al Rawahi and his co-
driver Ata Al Hmoud of Jordan
gear up for the Cyprus Rally, which
will decide the winner of the 2023
FIA Middle East Rally Champion-
ship (MERC) winner. The Cyprus
Rally will be held in Nicosia from
October 6-8.

As history beckons for Oman
Rally Team, Al Rawahi is mind-
ful of the challenge he faces as he
chases a feat that no Omani has
ever come close to since the incep-
tion of MERC in 1984. Al Rawahi
goes into the final round of the
MERC in Cyprus as overall leader
after the scheduled final round in
November (Kuwait International
Rally) was cancelled.

Never before has an Omani
rally driver led the overall MERC
standings but the 26-year-old
Muscat-based driver is mindful of
the task ahead as he faces a direct
title showdown with one of the
greatest rally drivers the region,
Qatar’s Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah.

Al Attiyah, the record breaking
18-time champion of the regional
rally championship trails the
Omani by six points in the points
tally after the conclusion of fourth
MERC round - Rally of Leba-
non in September. On October 8,
when the MERC champion will
be crowned, it will be a thrilling
conclusion of the season with both
Al Rawahi and Al Attiyah in direct
fight for the overall honours.

The battle is not just between

Al Rawahi and Al Attiyah for the
Drivers’ Championships but also
for Co-drivers’ Championships
with Al Rawahi’s co-driver Ata Al
Hmoud and Al Attiyah’s navigator
Mathieu Baumel also separated by
six points.

What makes the final round
so interesting is that Al Rawahi
currently has two wins (Oman
and Jordan) and a second place
(Lebanon) under his belt and a
non-finish (Qatar).

Al Attiyah earned a win in Qatar,
second places in Oman and Jordan
and crashed out of the lead at the
recent Rally of Lebanon.

That means, should Al Attiyah
claim the win in Cyprus and Al
Rawahi finish second, the MERC

would have a dead heat and the
FIA would need to determine
the winners of the champion-
ship, according to the sporting
regulations for FIA Regional Rally
Championships.

The likelihood of this happening
is extremely high as well, because
only three of the 26 crews on the
official entry list are registered for
the MERC, with the remainder
competing in the Cyprus National
Championship.

Meanwhile, a victory for Al
Rawahi would give him a first ever
regional title and also a first for
Oman.

Seven-time Cyprus Rally
winner Al Attiyah again wheels
out his Autotek Motorsport-run

Volkswagen Polo GTI R5, while Al
Rawahi Willv line up in his Oman
Rally Team Skoda Fabia R5.

Al Rawahi began the 2023
MERC season with a victory
on his home turf, winning the
opening round in Oman but was
forced to retire in the next at
Qatar International Rally, which
was won by Al Attiyah.

Rawahi’s excellent form in the
season continued when he became
the first ever Omani to win the
Jordan Rally, the third round of the
MERC, and with his second-place
finish in the challenging Rally
of Lebanon, the momentum has
swung in his favour.

After four rounds, Al Rawahi has
collected a total of 84 points while

PHOTOS: WWW.FIA.COM

Al Attiyah has collected 78 points.

Speaking ahead of the Cyprus
Rally, Al Rawahi told Times of
Oman, “I will need to maintain my
focus and hope luck is on my side
in Cyprus. I am up against one of
the greatest rally drivers in Nasser
Al Attiyah. I hope I can achieve my
dream of becoming the first Omani
MERC champion.”

Over the past six years of his
rallying career, Al Rawahi has
recorded a total of four victories
in MERC rally, which places him
sixth best overall in the history of
the championship. The only other
Omani to have a rally win in the
MERC is Nizar Al Shanfari.

Al Attiyah has to his credit a
record 80 rally wins. UAE’s Mo-

hammed Ben Sulayem is the next
best with 60 wins while Roger
Feghali of Lebanon is third with
16. Qatar’s Saeed Al Hajri with 11
and UAE’s Khalid Al Qassimi with
eight are the other drivers ahead of
Al Rawahi, who shares the same
number of rally wins in MERC
with Cyprus’s Andreas Tsouloftas.

In Cyprus, the third
MERC-registered driver is
Kuwait’s Meshari Al Thefiri. The
Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X driver
holds third place in the Drivers’
Championship - 24 points adrift
of Al Rawahi - and heads to Cy-
prus having already clinched an-
other MERC2 title alongside his
Qatarico-driver Nasser Al Kuwari.

Another fascinating twist to the
conclusion of the series is that Al
Thefiri and Al Kuwari could also
win their respective titles if they
were to finish the event and their
rivals were to retire. They would
drop alowest five-point score, earn
30 for the win and pip Al Rawahi
and Al-Hmoud to both champion-
ships by a single point.

Competition to the MERC trio
comes from a host of local driv-
ers, who have supported the event
since it lost its status as a round of
both the FIA World and European
Rally Championships.

Christos Demosthenous wheels
out his Petrolina Racing Team
Skoda Fabia R5, Costas Zenonos
drives a Citroén DS3 R5, Yiangou
Motor Sport has entered a Hyun-
dai i20 R5 for Panayiotis Yiangou
and Simos Galatariotis drives a
Petrolina Racing Team Volkswa-
gen Polo GTI R5. The remainder
of the entry is made up of Rally3,
Rally4 and National cars.

Organised by the Cyprus Auto-
mobile Association, competitors
will face 12 mainly gravel special
stages and 19536 competitive
kilometres on Saturday and
Sunday. Last year’s event was
cancelled because of a government
funding shortfall.

Only the Yeri and Lefkara
stages, which are repeated twice
on Sunday, contain small asphalt
sections.

The remainder are narrow,
twisty and demanding gravel
trails, where the risk of punc-
tures is large over abrasive rocky
surfaces in high temperatures.

(With inputs from www.fia.com)
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ADIPEC EXHIBITION 2023

The Adipec 2023 will be held from today
until October 5, under the theme of
‘Decarbonising. Faster. Together. The
exhibition will gather the global energy
industry to advance decarbonising
today’s energy system and to collaborate

on the energy system of tomorrow.
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,699.08 points,
up by 045 per cent from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended down by 0.58 per
cent at 464 .41 points. Raysut Cement, up
940 per cent, was the top gainer while
Gulf International Chemicals, down 6.85

-

per cent, was the top loser.

GCC stock markets slide

once again on global cues
1]

The MSCI GCC index
witnessed a 2.7

percent decline this
month that wiped off
gains since the start

of the year

Times News Service

MUSCAT: GCC equity markets
declined for the second consecu-
tive month in September-2023
taking cues from the decline in
global equity markets, according
to anew report.

“The global decline was led by
investor fears that rates would
remain higher for longer as infla-
tion and the economy remain too
strong for the central banks to cut
rates,” the Kuwait-based Kamco
Invest said in its GCC Markets
Monthly Report September 2023.

“The MSCI GCC index wit-
nessed a 2.7 percent decline this
month, that wiped off gains since
the start of the year. The year-to-
date (YTD) decline now stands
at 3.0 percent,” the report further
added. The decline in the GCC
was broad-based with only Dubai
and Qatari markets seeing gains
last month while the rest of the
markets declined. “Saudi Arabia’s
TASI was the biggest monthly de-
cliner with a fall of 3.8 percent fol-
lowed by Oman and Kuwait with
declines of 2.5 percent and 1.7
percent, respectively,” the Kamco
Invest report said.

However, in terms of YTD-2023
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performance, Dubai continues to
boast healthy gains of 24.8 percent
followed by Saudi Arabia and Bah-
rain with gains of 5.5 percent and
2.3 percent , respectively. The rest
of the markets in the GCC were in
thered.

In terms of sector performance,
most of the GCC indices were in
the red during September-2023,
including banks that dropped by 3.8
percent. On the other hand, gainers
were few but included real estate
and energy with gains of 2.4 percent
and 1.6 percent, respectively.

The Kamco Invest report fur-
ther said that all key indices i.e. the
MSCI World Index, the S&P 500
and the MSCI GCC index were
down during the month and dur-
ing Q3-2023.

Regional performance also
showed declines in almost all key
global markets during Septem-
ber-2023 barring the UK which
clocked a gain of 2.3 percent. The
MSCI World index witnessed the
biggest decline in 12 months while
the US gauge witnessed the biggest
decline this year led by a sharp fall
in Technology stocks mainly due to
higher interest rates. Meanwhile,
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crude oil witnessed a gain of almost
10 percent during the month main-
ly backed by production cuts.

Saudi Arabia (Tadawul)
Saudi Arabia’s headline equity
index TASI reported monthly de-
cline during September-2023. The
index peaked at a closing high of
11,491.20 points during the first
week of the month but mostly
trended downward during the
rest of the month to close with a
decline of 3.8 percent at 11,056.0
points. Despite the decline, Saudi
Arabia ranks second in the GCC in
terms of YTD-2023 performance
with a gain of 5.5 percent.

Abu Dhabi Securities
Exchange

The FTSE ADX index dipped 0.3
percent during September-2023,
closing the month at 9,785.32
points and recording its first
monthly decline after three con-
secutive months of gains. In terms
of sectoral indices, six out of ten
sectors recorded growth during
the month while the remaining
four recorded declines. On the
gainers’ side, the Real Estate in-

Siren i 25.80

dex witnessed the biggest monthly
gain registering 7.1 percent growth
to close the month at 8,766.7 points
mainly due to Sharjah Group Com-
pany’s 67.8 percent share jump.

The Healthcare index followed
with a 5 percent index gain to close
the month at 3,790.0 after two out
of the three companies in the sec-
tor recorded monthly gains that
included Gulf Medical Projects
(7.34 percent) and Burjeel Hold-
ings (6.4 percent).

Dubai Financial Market

The DFM General Index wit-
nessed a monthly gain of 2.0 per-
cent during September-2023 to
close at 4,163.58 points registering
its sixth consecutive monthly gain.
Monthly index performance was
skewed to the gainers during the
month after five out of eight indi-
ces witnessed gains during Sep-
tember-2023 while the remaining
three indices saw declines that
partially offset the overall growth
during the month.

The Real Estate Index recorded
the biggest monthly gain register-
ing 8.6 percent growth to close the
month at 74571 points mainly

driven by Emaar Properties’ near-
ly 13.9 percent price gain during
September-2023. The Financial
index followed as the second larg-
est gainer during the month with
2.4 percent growth after several of
the sector’s biggest weighted com-
panies witnessed significant gains
during the month.

Ratar Exchange

After reporting losses during the
previous month, the Qatar Stock
Exchange recorded a marginal
gain during September -2023. The
QE 20 index closed the month at
10,252.0 points witnessing a gain
of 0.6 percent, in-line with gains
in the Qatar All Share Index that
reported at 0.6 percent. In terms
of YTD performance, the QE 20
index was down 4.0 percent, the
second biggest decline in the GCC
while the All Share index clocked a
gain of 0.2 percent.

The sector performance chart
remained mixed during the month.
The Insurance sector recorded the
biggest monthly gain of 9.9 percent
during September-2023 followed
by Industrials and Transportation
with gains of 6.2 percent and 3.1
percent, respectively.

Bahrain Bourse

The Bahrain Bourse All Share In-
dex recorded the second consecu-
tive month of decline during Sep-
tember-2023 with a marginal fall
of 0.7 percent to close the month at
1,939.13 points.

In terms of sectoral perfor-
mance, six out of the seven sector
indices witnessed declines dur-
ing the month. The Materials in-
dex together with the Consumer
Discretionary index recorded the
biggest monthly decline in Sep-
tember-2023 at 2.2 percent each
to close the month at 5,030.6 and
3,387.9 points, respectively.

Saudi Arabia
annources
pre-budget
statement for
fiscal year 2024

RIYADH: The Saudi Ministry
of Finance announced its pre-
budget statement for fiscal year
(FY) 2024, saying that it esti-
mates total expenditures will
reach SAR 1,251 billion, and to-
tal revenues SAR 1,172 billion.

The ministry also estimates
that a modest deficit will be re-
corded at about 1.9 per cent of
the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), with continued efforts to
increase the efficiency of spend-
ing and fiscal consolidation,
strengthen fiscal sustainability,
and implement economic and
fiscal reforms.

These efforts are aligned
with the pursuit of economic
and fiscal reforms, as well as
the objectives of Saudi Vision
2030, which include its signifi-
cant programmes, initiatives,
and projects. Furthermore, the
aim is to stimulate domestic
investment growth by enabling
the private sector and facilitat-
ing its contribution across the
Kingdom. Continued efforts
will be made to enhance the
level of services provided to citi-
zens and residents.

The pre-budget statement for
FY 2024 reflects the proactive
structural and fiscal reforms
that the Kingdom has taken to
enhance its economy’s ability
to face economic developments
and challenges, resulting in the
positive performance of eco-
nomic indicators, which has led
to GDP growth at a continuous
rate, the expansion and perfor-
mance of the non-oil sector, and
the increase of labour force. The
Kingdom continues to support
social protection programs and
shows continued progress to-
ward the objectives of the Fiscal
Sustainability Program. -sea

ahlibank provides customers opportunity to subscribe to OQGN IPO

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In line with its efforts
to provide the best for its growing
customer base, ahlibank has re-
cently announced its participation
as the Collecting Bank for OQ Gas
Networks (OQGN) Initial Public
Offering (IPO).

This is in line with the bank’s
strategic objectives to collaborate
with key institutions across Oman,
to bring the latest propositions to
its customers.

Customers can use the mobile
banking app to subscribe to the
IPO at their convenience.

The bank will provide the 1:1 fi-
nancing option service digitally at
competitive rates. In addition, ahli
Islamic, ahlibank’s Islamic bank-

ing window, will also offer 1:1 IPO
financing through its mobile bank-
ing app.

Individuals (Category II) will-
ing to subscribe to the IPO can do
so starting September 26 until Oc-
tober 5 whereas institutions (Cat-
egory I) who wish to subscribe can
apply starting from September 26
until October 9.

ahlibank research division initi-
ated the OQ Gas Network report
with a target price of 160 Baisas,
implying an upside of 14.1 per cent
on the high end of the IPO price
range (for Category I investors)
and 26.8 per cent upside on the IPO
price (for Category II investors).

In regards to making this year’s
most talked about IPO subscrip-
tion accessible to a broader popu-

lace, Hana Al Kharusi, Senior
General Manager - Wholesale
Banking, ahlibank, said, “We are
thrilled to be a facilitator of the
biggest IPO in the sultanate, as it is
a testament to our commitment to
providing excellent services.

“This reinforces our dedication
to empowering businesses and in-
vestors with innovative solutions.
We look forward to helping our
customers seize this remarkable
opportunity and navigate their
path to financial success.”

A successful ITPO of OQGN will
create value for customers and will
contribute to the growth and de-
velopment of Oman’s capital mar-
kets. ahlibank has been an active
player in Oman’s capital market
since acting as the issue manager

for the successful IPO of Abraj
Energy Services earlier this year.
The investment banking division
at ahlibank provides a one-stop-
shop solution for both corporates
and investors. The Bank’s innova-
tive solutions include fundraising
through debt capital markets and
equity capital markets as well as
core expertise in mergers & acqui-
sitions, asset management, bro-
kerage and research services.
ahlibank has a rich history of
providing exceptional financial
services to individuals and busi-
nesses alike. The bank has become
a trusted financial partner with its
team of professionals who work
tirelessly to deliver customized
digital solutions that meet the
unique needs of its customers.

Shell Oman, Precision Tune Auto Care collaborate to
offer customers premiuim, carbon-neutral lubricants

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Strengthening their
24-year partnership in Oman,
Shell Oman Marketing Company
(Shell Oman) and Opal Market-
ing and Industry’s Precision Tune
Auto Care (PTAC)have signed
a strategic agreement to supply
Shell Oman’s premium lubricants
through PTAC’s extensive service
centre network across Oman.

This includes the cutting-edge
Shell Helix Ultra-premium oil
and Shell Helix ultra OW carbon-
neutral range of products which
are made from natural gas using
Shell’s patented PurePlus Tech-
nology. Emphasising sustain-
ability, these premium products
offer enhanced protection against
engine stress and wear, ultimate
power, and performance even in
extreme temperatures, along with
superior piston cleanliness.

Shell Oman and PTAC have fos-
tered a strong partnership built on
innovation, customer-centricity,
and service excellence.

The new agreement brings to-
gether Shell Oman’s world-class
lubricants technology and PTAC’s
expertise in automotive services,
which includes everything from
car repairs to routine mainte-
nance, offering customers an unri-
valled driving experience and easy
accessibility to high-quality lubri-
cants for their vehicles.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Mohamed El Fatatry, Gen-
eral Manager - Lubricants, Supply

Chain & Customer Operations at
Shell Oman, said, “We deeply value
this enduring collaboration with
Precision Tune Auto Care, consist-
ently surpassing customer expecta-
tions and delivering unparalleled
value. By offering our high-quality,
premium lubricants including the
carbon-neutral range through Pre-
cision Tune Auto Care’s expanding
network, we have taken a significant
step towards minimizing environ-
mental impact and supporting the

country’s energy transition goals.”

Sandeep Ghai, Chief Executive
Officer at Opal Marketing, and In-
dustry added saying, “Precision
Tune Auto Care network (PTAC)
ensures value to their esteemed
customers by offering Quality,
Time bound Cost-effective service
solutions across Oman. PTAC’s
partnership with Shell Oman for
the supply of lubricants fosters our
commitment to quality offerings
to customers.”

Mozambidque, Credit Suisse
settle ‘tuna bonds’ row

FRANKFURT: Credit Suisse
reached alast-minute settlement
with Mozambique on Sundayina
$1.5-billion (€142 billion) brib-
ery and fraud case, its owner UBS
was quoted as saying by Bloomb-
erg and the Reuters news agency,
a day before a London trial was
due to start.

Thetrial at London’s High Court
was scheduled to last for 13 weeks.
Mozambique, which had brought
the case against Credit Suisse al-
leging bribery and fraud, was seek-
ing $1.5 billion in damages.

“The parties have mutually
released each other from any li-
abilities and claims relating to
the transactions,” Reuters news
agency quoted UBS as saying on
Sunday. “The parties are pleased
to have resolved this long-run-
ning dispute stemming from
events occurring a decade ago,”
it added.

Details of the deal were not im-
mediately available.

The case is one of the big-
gest disputes that UBS inher-
ited when it took over embattled
Credit Suisse in June this year.

—— P 4
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What is the ‘tuna bonds’
scandal?

The case dates back to 2013 and
2014, when three state-owned
Mozambican companies, ship-
builder Privinvest and Credit
Suisse struck deals for loans of
about $2 billion.

Before the scale of the case
became public in 2016, the loans
were secured with undisclosed
government guarantees and
billed as being aimed to fund pro-
jects such as a state tuna fishery.

Donors, including the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, halted
support when the case came to
light, triggering a debt default
and criminal investigations. -ow
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MSX index MUSCAT
ends higher
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Raysut Cement, up 9.40 per cent, was the top

gainer while Gulf International Chemicals,

down 6.85 per cent, was the top lose

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,699.08 points, up by
0.45 per cent from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended down
by 0.58 per cent at 464.41 points.
Raysut Cement, up 9.40 per cent,
was the top gainer while Gulf
International Chemicals, down
6.85 per cent, was the top loser.
Shares of Raysut Cement were
the most active in terms of num-
ber of shares traded as well as in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 453 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of OMR1.48 million, with
more than 8.64 million shares
changing hands. Out of 49 trad-
ed securities, 21 advanced, 13
declined, and 15 remained un-
changed. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
sellers for OMR305,000 while
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR212,000, followed by
foreign investors for OMR93,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,689.08 points, up 0.51 per cent.
Prices of Al Madina Investments,
Global Financial Investments,
Bank Dhofar, Muscat Finance,

Oman & Emirates Investment
were up by 8.57 per cent, 3.51 per
cent, 2.94 per cent, 1.92 per cent,
1.64 per cent respectively. Prices
of United Finance, Bank Nizwa,
Oman United Insurance were
up by 3.51 per cent, 2.02 per cent,
0.74 per cent respectively

Industrial Index closed at
5,644.78 points, down 0.19 per
cent. Prices of Raysut Cement
were up by 9.40 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of Gulf Interna-
tional Chemicals, Muscat Thread
Mill, Oman Chromite, Al Maha
Ceramics, Gulf Mushroom Prod-
ucts were up by 6.85 per cent, 3.64
per cent, 2.00 per cent, 1.85 per
cent, 1.79 per cent respectively.

Services Index was down by
0.35 per cent before closing at
1,623.77 points. Prices of Barka
Water & Power Company, Al Su-
wadi Power, SMN Power Hold-
ing, National Gas, Oman Telecom
were up by 7.90 per cent, 5.56 per
cent, 1.45 per cent, 1.12 per cent,
1.01 per cent respectively.

Prices of Muscat Desalination,
Sembcorp Salalah, Abraj Energy
were up by 2.44 per cent, 0.94 per
cent, 0.34 per cent respectively.

— United Securities
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EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low Value Prev.Value Diff Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,699.624 4,656.651 4,699.076 4,678.130 20.946 0.45
FINANCIAL INDEX 7,689.082 7,615.585 7,689.082 7,650.211 38.871 0.51
Industry Index 5,665.864 5,644.775 5,644.775 5,655.245 -10.470 -0.19
Services Index 1,635.277 1,616.546 1,623.773 1,629.494 -5.721 -0.35
MSX Shariah Index 467.925 464.405 464.405 467.106 -2.701 -0.58
MSX TR INDEX 6,187.619 6,131.041 6,186.898 6,159.321 27.577 0.45
FINANCIAL TRIDX 8,390.200 8,310.002 8,390.200 8,347.786 42414 0.51
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX 6,052.553 6,030.025 6,030.025 6,041.209 -11.184 -0.19
SERVICES TR IDX 1,806.077 1,785.389 1,793.372 1,799.690 -6.318 -0.35
Trading Summary

Volume ......cceeeneeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
8,640,915 1,483,505 453 23,531,849,977 21 13 15 49
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ISIN. SECURITY NAME

REGULAR MARKET

..... LASTBID.........AST OFFER....PAR VALUE...SECIRITY SYMBOL........... MARKET CAP

OMO0000001087. OMAN UNITED INSURANCE.

19,200

0OMO0000001152
OMO0000001483.

NATIONAL BANK OMAN

OMAN NATIONAL ENGINEERING & INVESTMENT .... 10,000

600

OMO00000015 OMINVEST

2,630

OMO0000001681 OMAN EMIRATES HO.

226,919

OMO0000001749 OMAN CEMENT

5,000

OMO0000002168. AL ANWAR CERAMIC

0OMO0000002176 JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT:

1,500
706,000

OM0000002226 ALJAZEERA SERVICES

10,400

0OMO0000002374. UNITED FINANCE

161

0OMO0000002440

0OMO0000002549 BANK DHOFAR

IATES EPAR O RYANTNVIE ST VI N R ) S 2,500

11,308

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT

861,269

OMAN TELECOM.

AIMAHA PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MARKETING............ 8,000

SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO.
RENAISSANCE SERVICES........

OOREDOO

SMN POWER HOLDING

MADINA TAKAFUL

OMO0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS

Total 22

Parallel Market

OMO0000001020 OMAN CHROMITE

.27,000,000

OMO0000001095. DHOFAR INSURANCE

OMO0000001160 NATIONAL GAS

0OMO0000001418 RAYSUT CEMENT

OMO0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE

OMO0000001772.
OMO0000001897.

ALANWAR INVESTMENT
MAJAN COLLEGE

OMO0000001962.
OM0000002028

AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING.

GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS,

0OMO0000002036 MUSCAT THREAD MILLS.

OMO0000002200 AHLIBANK

0OMO0000002267 GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

OMO0000002275 SHELL OMAN MARKETING

0OMO0000003141 BARKA WATER AND POWER

OMO0000003521.

OMO0000003661. VOLTAMP ENERGY.

GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING...

0OM0000004420. BANK NIZWA

0OMO0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH

0OMO0000004776 TAKAFUL OMAN.

OMO0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

OMO0000004933 AL SUWADIPOWER

PHOENIX POWER

MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION

Total 24

ABRAJENERGY SERVICES ..o 182,23

5,148,380..

Adipec gathers global energy leaders today

ABU DHABI: Under the patron-
age of President His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan and hosted by Adnoc, the
Adipec 2023 will be held at the Abu
Dhabi National Exhibition Centre
(ADNEC) from Monday, October
2, run until Thursday, October 5,
under the theme of ‘Decarbonis-
ing. Faster. Together’

The exhibition will gather the
global energy industry to advance
decarbonising today’s energy sys-
tem and to collaborate on the en-
ergy system of tomorrow.

Featuring a rich exhibition pro-
gramme that covers energy-related
technology, innovation, collabo-
ration, and digitalisation, Adipec
is expected to attract more than
160,000+ attendees from 164 coun-
tries for its biggest edition ever.

The event is taking place just
seven weeks before the UAE host-
ing of COP28, providing a platform
to convene energy and related in-
dustries to align on the lower-car-
bon, high-growth future of energy.
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Adipec builds on its nearly 40-year

Featuring a rich exhibition programme that covers
energy-related technology, innovation, collaboration,
and digitalisation, Adipec 2023 is expected fo atfract
more than 160,000+ attendees from 164 countries

legacy of innovation to showcase and
platform the cutting-edge technolo-
gies and systems critical to achieving
the global energy transition. Compa-
nies from across the energy ecosys-
tem will showcase the innovations
and technologies driving the indus-
try’s journey to Net Zero, including
direct air capture, carbon capture,
utilisation and storage, green hydro-
gen electrolysers, power-to-x, arti-
ficial intelligence and the Industrial
Internet of Things.

The exhibition will enable visi-
tors to connect with over 2,200
global companies across 16 exhi-

bition halls and 30 country pavil-
ions, making it an ideal platform to
drive business growth through its
invaluable opportunities for cross-
sectoral networking, deal-making,
and knowledge exchange.

This year, Adipec also includes
four specialised areas focused on
facilitating cross-sector collabora-
tion and game-changing partner-
ships - Decarbonisation Accelera-
tor, Maritime and Logistics Zone,
Digitalisation in Energy Zone,
Manufacturing, Industrialisation
Exhibition and Conference.

The Maritime and Logistics

Zone is located in the dedicated
Marina Hall, which also includes
the Maritime and Logistics Tech-
nical and Strategic Conferences.

Visitors can also attend Inno-
vation Sessions, where industry
experts will share insights on new
ways of thinking and working that
are driving decarbonisation at
scale and pace.

Split across three dedicated
tracks — Decarbonisation, Maritime
and Logistics, and Digitalisation in
Energy - the sessions are designed
to facilitate solution-orientated dia-
logue in a curated programme for-
mat. They are complemented by the
Cross-Sector Co-Lab Programme,
where visitors can explore the cross-
industry partnerships that are ac-
celerating the energy transition.

Christopher Hudson, President
of dmg events, organisers of Adipec
2023, said, “Adipec 2023, with its
bold conference agenda and mas-
sive exhibition plan, presents visi-
tors with unparalleled opportuni-
ties for collaboration, partnership,
learning, and investment.” -wam

Travel frenzy to reach new peak in
China’s ‘golden week’ holiday period

BEIJING: With this year’s super-
long “golden week” spanning both
the Mid-Autumn Festival and
the National Day holidays in full
swing, Chinese people are fervent-
ly hitting the road to make the most
of this eight-day holiday period.

On September 29, the first day of
the holiday period lasting until Oc-
tober 6, China’s railways handled
about 20.1 million passenger trips,
setting a new record for daily trip
numbers and surpassing 20 mil-
lion for the first time in history.

Analysts believe that this holi-
day period will usher in a new peak
in travel, accelerating the rebound
of China’s tourism industry.

“Thisyear’s ‘golden week’ is like-
ly to become the hottest one in the
past five years, owing to the com-
bined boost of the Mid-Autumn
Festival, the National Day holiday
and the Hangzhou Asian Games,”
said Li Jiwei, deputy dean of Meit-
uan Research Institute.

Travel enthusiasm at
record high

Cross-the-board data reveals that
millions of travellers are embark-
ing on journeys during this ex-
tended holiday period, driven by
robust demand for family reun-
ions and leisure activities.

During this period, China’s com-
mercial passenger traffic across
railways, highways, waterways
and air travel will experience a
complete recovery. The total pas-

senger trips are expected to hit
490 million, a jump of 78.6 percent
in terms of average daily number
compared with the same period
in 2022, data from the Ministry of
Transport (MOT) showed.

The country is expected to see
190 million railway trips during
the 12-day travel rush for the Na-
tional Day holiday, which lasts
from September 27 to October
8 and overlaps the Mid-Autumn
Festival, according to the China
State Railway Group Co., Litd.

A total of 20.098 million railway
passenger trips were made in Chi-
na on Friday and 17.066 million on
Saturday, and another 17.2 million
passenger trips are expected to be
handled by the railways on Sunday.

China’s civil aviation sector is
projected to handle over 21 million
passenger trips during this period,

with daily average domestic flight
and passenger numbers expected
to rise by 18 percent and 17 per-
cent, respectively, compared to
the National Day holiday period in
2019, according to the Civil Avia-
tion Administration of China.

A surge of travellers is antici-
pated to flood roads nationwide.
During the holiday period, aver-
age daily expressway traffic is
projected to reach 57 to 58 million
vehicles, soaring 46 to 49 percent
over the same period last year, ac-
cording to the MOT.

Since this year’s holiday pe-
riod coincides with the latter part
of the ongoing Hangzhou Asian
Games, there is a strong demand
for tourism, family reunions and
attending events, which is expect-
ed to lead to a substantial increase
in cross-provincial long-distance

trips via highways, the MOT said,
noting that cross-provincial and
cross-city trips are expected to
make up more than 70 percent of
all highway journeys.

“Almost all my friends would
travel somewhere during this
holiday,” said Wang Yifan, who
works in Beijing, adding that she
has merged her holiday with her
annual leave for a family vacation
to Europe.

As China makes every effort
to facilitate cross-border travel,
the country is expected to see an
average of 1.58 million daily in-
bound and outbound passenger
trips during the holiday period,
a roughly 3-fold increase year on
year, according to the National
Immigration Administration.

Tourism recovery
picks up speed
With the “golden week” being the
longest public holiday in the sec-
ond half of the year, Chinese trav-
ellers are eagerly looking forward
to indulging their wanderlust.
Data from the online travel
agency Trip.com Group showed
that domestic tour bookings for the
holiday period increased by over
400 percent compared to the pre-
vious year. Specifically, driven by
the allure of the Hangzhou Asian
Games, bookings with Hangzhou
as the destination experienced a
remarkable year-on-year increase
of over 500 percent. -xinhua
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YOGA IMPROVES
CARDIOVASCULAR
FUNCTION IN

PATIENTS WITH
HEART FAILURE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2023

A recent study
examined the long-term
effects of yoga therapy
to see whether including
it as an additional kind
of care for the treatment
of heart failure is

advantageous or not

eart failure oc-
curs when the
heart muscle is
either too frail
or too stiff to ef-
fectively pump
blood, leading
to fluid reten-
tion, shortness of breath, and other
problems. The New York Heart Associa-
tion (NYHA) Functional classification
method is the most widely used system
for assessing the severity of a patient’s
symptoms.

According to their physical activity re-
strictions, patients are divided into one
of four groups according to the NYHA
classification, with Class I being the
least severe and Class IV being the most
severe. Clinicians examine the ejection

4

fraction to assess how effectively the
heart pumps blood.

The study comprised 75 heart fail-
ure patients who had undergone coro-
nary intervention, revascularization,
or device therapy over the previous six
months to one year at a tertiary care cen-
tre in South India. The study’s patients
were all less than or equivalent to NYHA
Class III and had been on optimised
medical therapy for at least 6 months to
one year.

Patients had to be between 30 and 70
years old and have aleft ventricular ejec-
tion fraction (LVEF) of 45 per cent to be
eligible for the trial.

The interventional group had 35 par-
ticipants (31 males and 4 women), while
the non-interventional group had 40 (30
men and 10 women). The interventional

4

oup received yoga therapy as well as
dard guideline-directed medical

e, whereas the non-interventional
group only received standard guideline-
directed medical therapy.

To assess the impact of yoga therapy
on heart failure patients, echocardio-
graphic parameters were examined at
various follow-ups.

The interventional group included 35
participants (31 men and 4 women) and
40 (30 men and 10 women) were in the
non-interventional group. The inter-
ventional group received yoga therapy
and guideline-directed medical thera-
py, while the non-interventional group
only continued with standard guide-
line-directed medical therapy.

Echocardiographic parameters were
compared at various follow-ups to see
the impact of yoga therapy on heart fail-
ure patients.

“Yoga is a combination of mind-body
techniques, which is a set of physical
exercises [asana] with breathing tech-
niques [pranayama], relaxation and
meditation that can be effectively used
to stimulate physical and mental well-
being,” said Ajit Singh, PhD, research
scientist for the Indian Council for
Medical Research at Kasturba Medical
College & Hospital, Manipal Academy of
Heart Education in Manipal, India, and
the study’s lead author.

“Our patients observed improvement
in systolic blood pressure and heart rate
compared to patients who were on medi-

" LIFESTYLE

4

cation witho#ga,” he said.

Participants'in the yoga group were
taken to the Department of Yoga at the
fpital and an experienced yoga thera-

st taught selected yoga therapy like
pranayama, meditation and atio
techniques. Each session lasted around
60 minutes and participants were super-
vised for one week at the training center
before being asked to continue self-ad-
ministered yog ome.

Those in the yoga group were advised
to perform yoga at least five days a week
for 12 months. At the training centre, all
the participants were taught together to
perform the same steps, but individual
support was available.

Researchers measured quality of life
improvements using the World Health
Organization Quality of Life ques-
tionnaire, which uses 26 questions to
evaluate quality of life in four aspects:
physical, psychological, social and envi-
ronmental health. The participants com-
pleted the questionnaire at enrollment,
as well as at 24 weeks and 48 weeks of
follow-up.

According to the researchers, the
study showed participants in the yoga
group had improvement in endurance,
strength, balance, symptom stability
and quality of life. They also observed
that while patients improved physi-
cally and psychologically, there was no
improvement in social and environ-
mental health.

Echocardiographic parameters did

not show any significant differences
between the two groups at baseline. At
both the six- and 12-month follow-up,
improved biventricular systolic function
was seen in the interventional (yoga)
group compared to the non-interven-
tional group. The interventional group
also showed substantial improvement in
functional outcomes as assessed by the
NHYA classification.

“This study proves that the addition
of yoga therapy to standard medical
management of heart failure leads to an
improvement in left ventricular systolic
function and quality of life in heart fail-
ure patients,” Singh said.

“Hence, yoga therapy may improve
physical well-being and left ventricular
function among heart failure patients
on guideline-directed optimal medical
therapy,” he said. - am
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Both the 200m
sprinters,
Mohammed Obaid
Al Sadi and Rashid
Al Aasmi, fail to go
beyond the semifinal

round in Hangzhou

MUSCAT: For the second consec-
utive day, Oman’s athletes failed
to go beyond the semifinal heats
at the 19th Asian Games as the
pair of Mohammed Obaid Al Sadi
and Rashid Al Aasmi bowed out
of the 200m race at the Hangzhou
Olympic Sports Centre Stadium in
Hangzhou, China, on Sunday.

Al Sadi and Al Aasmi began
the day’s proceedings on a posi-
tive note as they advanced to the
semifinal round after recording
21.24sec and 21.35s respectively
in their first round heat.

Al Sadi displayed early promise
as he finished heat 1 in third place
among the eight runners. Chinese
Taipei’s Chun-Han Yang won the
heat in 20.98s while South Korea’s
Minkyu Shin was second with a
time of 21.03.

Competing in round one Heat 4,
Al Aasmi finished fifth in his race
with Saudi Arabia’s Abdullah Mo-
hammed winning the first round in
a time of 20.78s. Al Aasmi’s timing
of 21.35, however, was enough for
him to get a place in the semifinal
heat later in the day.

However, like their 100m team-
mates, Barakat Al Harthi and Ali
Anwar Al Balushi, who also failed
to advance to the 100m final on
Saturday, Al Sadi and Al Aasmi
also crashed out in the semifinals.

Both Al Sadi and Al Aasmi
clocked 21.32sec and finished sixth
and seventh in their respective

pointing day for Oman

semifinal heats. Both the athletes’
timings were much below their
personal and season best times.
While Al Sadi’s personal best is
20.62, Al Aasmi’s PB is 20.78.

Bellingham on target
as Real Madrid go top

GIRONA: Jude Bellingham
scored his seventh goal of the
season as Real Madrid moved top
of La Liga with a comfortable 3-0
victory over high-flying Girona on
Saturday. Joselu opened the scor-
ing from a fabulous Bellingham
pass before Aurelien Tchouameni
headed in the visitors’ second.

Bellingham completed the
scoring with a smart second-
half finish. The win lifts Madrid
above Girona and Barcelona, who
beat Sevilla on Friday.

Girona, who topped the table
going into the latest round of
La Liga fixtures, started with a
spring in their step and created
two golden opportunities to take
the lead. Yangel Herrera headed
narrowly over the crossbar from
a central position inside the area,
before Viktor Tsygankov struck
the outside of the post from an-
other free header.

Madrid gradually found their
rhythm and eventually took
the lead thanks to a marvellous
piece of play from Bellingham,

who picked out Joselu with the
outside of his right boot to give
the former Stoke and Newecastle
forward an easy finish. Tchoua-
meni doubled Madrid’s lead four
minutes later after being left
completely unmarked from Toni
Kroos’ inswinging corner.

The home side almost pulled
one back five minutes into the
second half, but Kepa Arrizabal-
aga was equal to David Lopez’s
header and Eric Garcia was un-
able to steer home the rebound.

Bellingham got Madrid’s third
with 20 minutes remaining, find-
ing the far corner after Paulo
Gazzaniga had parried Joselu’s
initial effort. The 20-year-old is
only the second player to score
at least six goals in his first seven
La Liga matches for Madrid this
century, after Cristiano Ronaldo
in 2009.

The game ended on a sour note
for the visitors as Nacho was dis-
missed deep into added time for a
reckless challenge on Portu, who
left the field on a stretcher. - agencies

Elyas finishes second
in Group B 67kg event
The other Omani in action on Sun-
day was Elyas Al Busaidi in weight-
lifting at the Xiaoshan Sports

PSG held to
a draw by
Clermont

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain
(PSG) have made their worst start
to a season under owners Qatar
Sports Investment after being held
to agoalless draw by Ligue 1 strug-
glers Clermont on Saturday:.

The result means Luis Enrique’s
side have 12 points after seven
league games, their lowest tally
at this stage of a season since the
2010-11 campaign.

Although the French champi-
ons were boosted by the return of
Kylian Mbappe after he limped
off in last weekend’s 4-0 win over
Marseille, he had a frustrating af-
ternoon and was booked for diving
late in the game.

Clermont goalkeeper Mory
Diaw, who played for PSG as
a youngster, did well to deny a
number of efforts from Mbappe,
Randal Kolo Muani and Ousmane
Dembele before the break.

PSG head into Wednesday’s
Champions League game against
Newecastle second in Ligue 1, one
point behind surprise leaders
Brest, who have a game in hand.

Centre (XSC) Gymnasium. Com-
peting in Group B of the 67kg non-
Olympic class, Elyas lifted 118kg
in snatch and then lifted 157kg in
clean and jerk for a total of 275kg

to finish behind Group B winner
Kazakhstan’s Ishimbek Muratbek
who lifted a combined 277kg.
Athletes are divided into groups
of 10 competitors at major and in-

ternational championships. Lift-
ers in Group B submit lower en-
tries than weightlifters in Group A.
China’s Lijun Chen later won
the gold after the Group A com-
petition finished on Sunday with
a combined lift of 330kg, a Games
record. He lifted 150kg in snatch
and then 180kg in clean and jerk.
Elyas’s total matched the weight of
the ninth placed lifter in Group A.

Oman meet South Korea today
On Monday, Oman will conclude
their hockey group engagement
with a game against fancied South
Korea, who will look for a victory
to advance to the semi-finals. Ko-
reaand Malaysia are tied with nine
points each while China tops the
Pool Bwith 12 points.

Oman, coached by Dutchman
Siegfried Aikman, have registered
two wins so far against Thailand
and Indonesia respectively and
suffered defeats at the hands of
Malaysia and China. Oman would
hope to give Koreans a good fight
to conclude their campaign at the
Games on a positive note.

Alsoinactionwill be the 4x100m
relay quartet of Barakat Al Harthi,
Ali Anwar Al Balushi, Mohammed
Obaid Al Sadi, Rashid Al Aasmi
and Khalid Al Ghailani. The final
four will be picked ahead of heat
1 on Monday. Husain Al Farsi will
also compete in the 800m round
one heat on Monday.

If the relay quartet and Al Farsi
manage to reach the finals of their
respective events, Oman’s cam-
paign in athletics will continue till
Tuesday when the finals of 800m
and 4x100m relay will be held.

Oman’s high jumper Fatek Beit
Jaaboub, who was part of the ath-
letics squad, was injured during
training and had to be withdrawn
from the event. Fatek had done
Oman proud in July when he won
the gold at the Pan Arab Games in
Morocco.

Oman’s lifter Amur Al Khanjari
will be the final athlete in action
when the Group B category event
in the 81kg class will be held at the
XSC Gymnasium on Tuesday.

Man City shocked by Wolves,
Spurs defeat nine-man Reds

LONDON: Wolves stunned de-
fending champions Manchester
City 2-1 while Liverpool missed
the chance to go top as they were
reduced to nine men in a 2-1 de-
feat at Tottenham on Saturday.

Manchester United slumped to
another defeat as Crystal Palace
won 1-0 at Old Trafford, while Ar-
senal moved to within one point
of the top after cruising to a 4-0
win at Bournemouth.

City had won the opening six
games of their title defence as
they aim to become the first side
to ever claim four consecutive
English top-flight titles.

By contrast, Wolves had taken
just four points from their first six
games, but stunned the champi-
ons at Molineux. Ruben Dias’ own
goal put the home side in front
only for City to respond through
Julian Alvarez’s free-kick. Wolves,
though, were a constant threat on
the counter-attack and got their
reward when Hwang Hee-chan
swept home at the second attempt
25 minutes from time.

City’s defeat meant victory
would have taken Liverpool top,
but Jurgen Klopp’s men had a
mountain to climb when Curtis
Jones was shown a straight red
card for going over the top of the
ball and making contact with Yves
Bissouma after just 26 minutes.

Son Heung-min put Totten-
ham in front, but the 10 men hit
back when Cody Gakpo levelled
in first-half stoppage time.

Liverpool were then reduced

{mg

to nine men as Diogo Jota was
shown two quickfire yellow cards.

Yet the visitors held out until
the 96th minute when Joel Matip
turned Pedro Porro’s cross into his
own net. The three points take Tot-
tenham above Liverpool into sec-
ond, one point behind City, as they
remain unbeaten in the Premier
League under Ange Postecoglou.

United are now off to their
worst ever Premier League start
to pile more pressure on Erik ten
Hag. Joachim Andersen’s stun-
ning first-half volley separated
the sides at Old Trafford. The de-
feat sees United slip to 10th.

Arsenal moved up to third as
Mikel Arteta’s men eased to vic-
tory at Bournemouth.

Bukayo Saka had been an injury
doubt, but was able to make his
87th consecutive Premier League
appearance and headed into an

empty net to open the scoring.

Elsewhere, Ollie Watkins
bagged a hat-trick as Aston Villa
thrashed Brighton 6-1. Two goals
from the England striker and a
Pervis Estupinan own goal put
Villa 3-0 up inside 26 minutes be-
fore Ansu Fati reduced the deficit
with his first Brighton goal.

But the day belonged to Wat-
kins and he became the first Villa
player in 47 years to score two
hat-tricks in one season. Jacob
Ramsey and Douglas Luiz piled
on the pain for Brighton in the
closing stages and did enough to
edge Villa ahead of the Seagulls
into fifth on goal difference.

Luton secured their first ever
Premier League win with a 2-1
victory at Everton.

Sheffield United remain bot-
tom after the Blades were beaten
2-0 at West Ham. - agencies

Alvarez defends super-middlewelght titles

LAS VEGAS: Saul ‘Canelo’
Alvarez defended his undisput-
ed super-middleweight title by
beating Jermell Charlo on points
on Saturday.

Canelo, 33, secured aunanimous
119-108, 118-109 and 118-109 win
over the American to retain his
‘WBO, WBC, WBA and IBF belts at
the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas,
BBC Sport reported.

The Mexican knocked Charlo

down in the seventh round on the
way to a 60th win in 64 fights.

“'m the best. Who’s better?

Nobody can beat this Canelo,” he

said.

Charlo, 33, was undisputed
light-middleweight champion un-
til he was stripped of his WBO belt
when the fight started.

“I'worked all the fight to go in the
body,” said Canelo, who dropped
Charlo for only the second time in

his career with an overhand right
followed by an uppercut.

“Then I changed the punch and
that’s what happened. We worked
for that.

“We know he’s a great fighter.
He knows how to move in the ring
and we worked that in the gym for
three months.

“Three months in the moun-
tains without my family, without
everything.

“But I still love boxing. Boxing
made me the person I am today.
Boxing is my life.”

Defeat was the second of
Charlo’s 38-fight career, having
stepped up in weight. Australian
Tim Tszyu, who held the interim
‘WBO light-middleweight title and
was the mandatory challenger to
Charlo, was elevated to champion
status on Saturday once the bout
began. - Agencies
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Where nature’s beauty unfolds:

Discovering Alila Hinu Bay

Nestled between
rugged cliffs and the
azure waters of the
Arabian Sea, this
luxurious retreat
provides an oasis of
calm amid the vibrant
energy of Salalah
Autumn Rateb

MUSCAT: As the sweltering heat
of summer makes its gradual re-
treat, and the first whispers of au-
tumn touch the air, a mesmerising
transformation begins to unfold in
the coastal paradise of Salalah.

From September to December,
this enchanting season, affection-
ately known as SARB (Salalah
Autumn Rateb), weaves its magic,
inviting travellers from across the
globe to witness a breathtaking
natural spectacle.

At the heart of this captivating
journey is Alila Hinu Bay, a sanc-
tuary of serenity nestled along the
Arabian Sea. As the gateway to
Salalah’s splendid landscapes, the
resort offers an experience like no
other, making it the ideal place to
stay while exploring the wonders
of SARB.

SARB, Salalah’s answer to the
traditional spring season, is a
spectacle of nature’s resilience and
beauty. During these months, the

arid desert terrain of Salalah un-
dergoes a miraculous transforma-
tion, turning into a lush green par-
adise adorned with vibrant flora.
The unique climate, driven by the
monsoon winds, bestows Salalah
with a bounty of fresh water, coax-
ing the dormant earth into a vi-

ISC Malayalam Wing
celebrates Onam

MUSCAT: The spirit of Onam,
the harvest festival that embod-
ies the rich cultural heritage of
Kerala, came alive in Muscat as
the Indian Social Club Malay-
alam Wing hosted their grand
Onam Celebrations that brought
together people from various
backgrounds to revel in the fes-
tivities. The two-day event was
held on September 22 and 23 at
the Le Grand Hall, Al Falaj Hotel.

The celebrations commenced
with the formal inauguration by
the chief fuest Amit Narang, Am-
bassador of India to the Sultan-
ate of Oman, in the presence of
the special guest Ahmed Rashid
Al Hinai, Honorary Consul of
the Republic of Poland, Guest
of Honour Renowned Philan-
thropist and great visionary K N
Anandakumar, Babu Rajendran
- Chairman, ISC Oman; Ajit Vas-
udevan, Convener, ISC Malay-
alam Wing and other dignitaries
and guests.

In a heartwarming twist to the
traditional Onam celebrations,
the Indian Social Club Malay-
alam Wing embodied the spirit
of giving and compassion. Every
year, Malayalam Wing honours
an eminent personality of Kerala
who has contributed immensely
either in the film industry, liter-
ary or artistic areas by giving the
Cultural Award.

This time, Malayalam Wing
redefined the Onam festivities by
making it different from the past
by presenting this year’s Cultural
Award to K N Anandakumar, who
is a well-known philanthropist
and a great visionary. He is the
Executive Director and one of
the founders of the Sree Sathya
Sai Orphanage Trust in Kerala.
He has been a philanthropist for
the past 30 years, contributing to

more than 200 projects through
124 branches in Kerala. Anand
Kumar was selected unanimously
by the members considering his
notable humanitarian services.

As a mark of admiration, Ma-
layalam Wing also honoured
Dimple Mathew, Head of Care
and Special Education at Indian
School Muscat for the invaluable
contribution by the department
in educating differently-abled
students in Oman.

This unique Onam event not
only celebrated the rich cultural
heritage of Kerala but also served
as a platform for meaningful con-
tributions to the community.

The Le Grand Hall was
adorned with exquisite floral ar-
rangements, including the iconic
Pookalam, a stunning floral car-
pet made from a variety of col-
ourful blossoms. The sight of the
Pookalam was a testament to the
artistic talent of the Malayalam
Wing’s women who came togeth-
er to create this work of art.

The festivities began with the
mesmerising sound of the cus-
tomary Chendamelam followed
by the welcoming of Mahabali
and thrilling spectacular festivi-
ties, setting the tone for the cul-
tural performances that followed.

The members enthralled the
audience with their enchant-
ing dance performances such as
Thiruvathira, Poothapaattu and
Muthappan, etc which left the
spectators spellbound with their
synchronicity and grace.

No Onam celebration would be
complete without the grand Ona-
sadya, the traditional feast. Onam
celebrations concluded with
Onasadhya on September 23. The
sumptuous traditional Onasadya
was prepared by a team of duo-
chefs who came from Kerala.

brant burst of life. The rolling hills,
valleys, and wadis transform into a
tapestry of verdant hues, making it
a paradise for nature enthusiasts,
hikers, and photographers.

The property sits on the cusp of
this breathtaking transformation,
offering guests a front-row seat to

SARB season offer

Bookable on Hyatt.com or

directly with the reservation

team at Alila Hinu Bay

Booking date: From Sep-

tember 1st

Stay date: From September

1 until December 20

» Complimentary a la carte
breakfast

¢ Complimentary kids’ activ-
ities at Play Alila as per the
weekly schedule

e Complimentary activities
as per the weekly schedule

* 50 OMR credit voucher per
night

 Other terms and conditions
may apply

the spectacle. With its minimalist
design and eco-friendly ethos, Ali-
la seamlessly blends into the natu-
ral landscape, allowing guests to
immerse themselves in the beauty
of their surroundings.

From the comfort of your pri-
vate villa or suite at Hinu Bay, you

K id

can wake up to panoramic views of
the ocean and the emerald green
hills. As the cool breeze carries the
scent of frankincense and tropical
flowers, you'll be transported to a
world where time seems to stand
still. The resort’s world-class
amenities and attentive staff en-
sure that your stay is not just com-
fortable but truly memorable.
SARB is a time of celebration in
Salalah, with traditional festivals,
markets, and cultural events taking
place throughout the season. This
haven plays a vital role in connect-
ing guests with the local culture,
offering curated experiences that
showcase the rich heritage of Sala-
lah. From traditional Omani cuisine
to guided tours of ancient ruins and
historic sites, the resort creates a
holistic experience that extends be-
yond its luxurious accommodations.

in Salala

For nature enthusiasts, Hinu Bay
offers guided excursions into the
heart of SARB’s lush landscapes.
Explore the verdant valleys, discov-
er hidden waterfalls, and witness
the unique Khareef fog that blan-
kets the region, adding an ethereal
touch to the scenery.

In conclusion, SARB is a season
of rebirth and natural beauty that
should not be missed, and Alila-
Hinu Bay stands as the ultimate
gateway to this enchanting experi-
ence. Whether you seek relaxation,
adventure, or cultural enrichment,
this luxurious resort offers it all,
making your journey to Salalah an
unforgettable one. So, when the call
of SARB beckons, answer it with a
stay at this Arabian paradise, where
nature’s beauty and luxury harmo-
niously coexist, creating memories
that will last a lifetime.

Bank Muscat celebrates relocation of Sinaw branch

MUSCAT: Reaffirming its com-
mitment to enhance branches’
network spread across various
wilayats and to provide the best
services and facilities to its cus-
tomers, Bank Muscat, the leading
financial services provider in the
Sultanate of Oman, celebrated the
relocation of the Sinaw branch,
under the patronage of Khalid bin
Al Sayed Al-Mahri, Wali of Sinaw.

The new branch features a num-
ber of unique facilities includ-
ing dedicated financing desks for
Baituna and Najahi products, in
addition to a desk for insurance
services and a special center for
Asalah Priority Banking custom-
ers. It is also designed to facilitate
access of persons with disabilities
to various banking services.

This comes as part of the bank’s
strategy to provide a comfort-
able environment for customers to
complete their transactions with
ease and enjoy a unique banking
experience. The development and
growth witnessed by Shargiyah
North Governorate in general and
willayat Sinaw in particular oblig-
es the bank to create more conven-
ient, accessible, and comfortable
environment to its customers.

Featured with its distinctive
location and spacious area, the re-
located branch is designed to meet
the needs of different groups of
the society and thus align with the
financial inclusion concept. The
new branch is staffedwith experi-
enced Omani cadres, who are will-
ing to provide the best services for
customers.

On this occasion, Abdulnasir N.
Al Raisi, General Manager, Person-
al Banking, Bank Muscat, said, “We
are pleased with the relocation of
Sinaw branch. This will undoubt-
edly contribute to provide variety
of banking services and facilities

to our customers in an efficient and
a comfortable environment. The
bank’s branches represent an im-
portant channel and a direct link
with customers where we success-
fully engage in fruitful discussions,
happily listen to their feedback and
suggestions and proudly continue
developing services and meet their
aspirations and needs. I would like
to thank all our customers for their
confidence and trust in the bank’s
services and products. Bank Mus-
cat will continue to develop its poli-
cies to meet the different needs of
its customers.”

Taya Eid Bait Sabeea, Deputy
General Manager - Interior Re-
gions, said: “Wilayat of Sinaw
is experiencing population and
commercial growth and has many
government and private institu-
tions. The area is one of the most
important markets in North Shar-
qiya, so the decision to move the
bank branch to anew location with
a larger area was to keep up with
these developments in order to
ensure the best banking services
to customers. This new branch

constitutes an important addi-
tion to the 12 existing branches
in the Governorate. The bank will
undoubtedly continue to strength-
ening its branches network with
keenness to provide the best bank-
ing services and facilities that
meet the needs of customers.”

The new branch, besides the
other 12 branches in North Al
Sharqiya, is projected to provide a
unique banking experience to cus-
tomers. The total number of retail
branches in the Sultanate stood at
146, equipped with the state-of-art
technologies to better serve the
customers from various segments.
During this year, new branches of
the bank were inaugurated includ-
ing those in Madiant Al Sultan
Qaboos, Al Hail, and Al Amerat in
Muscat Governorate, as part of the
bank’s strategy to strengthen its
branches’ network.

These branches represent an
important hub to communicate
with customers and provide vari-
ous banking services and facilities
to all segments of society.

Moreover, the bank has more
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than 820 ATMs and CDMs distrib-
uted throughout the country. The
bank is also constantly updating
its digital channels to enhance the
banking experience of customers.
Therefore, there are today more
than 1.6 million customers bene-
fiting from a wide range of services
offered through the bank’s digital
channels, including bill payments,
local and international money
transfers, besides other products
and services. Premium banking
customers can avail a higher class
of service through Private banking
solutions, Asalah priority banking
and Al Jawhar privilege banking.

For its tireless efforts in this re-
gard, the bank has been recognised
by various local, regional and in-
ternational institutions.

Forbes Middle East ranked the
bank as one of the top 50 banks
and the top 100 institutions in the
region. Also, the bank was recently
crowned the Best Retail Bank in
the Sultanate from the MEED
Foundation among others, con-
firming its pioneering role in the
Omani banking sector.

Haripad Koottayma Muscat set to celebrate 10th anniversary

MUSCAT: As part of its 10th an-
niversary of Haripad Koottayma
Muscat, the organisers announced
in a press conference that they are
organising an event called ‘Layam
2023’ at Al Falaj Hotel on Friday,
October 6.

Film director K. Madhu will be
the chief guest and the main at-
traction will be a musical live con-
cert led by famous playback singer
Vidhu Prathap and his band. This
is the first time Vidhu Pratap is
performingin Oman with hisband.

Cochin Gold and Diamond is the

main sponsor of the event under
the supervision of NHP Events.
Entry to the event is free but re-
stricted by invitation.

Harippad Koottayma Muscat ex-
ecutive committee members, Suraj
Rajan, President, Rajan Cheru-
manasseril, Oman patron, George
Mathew, Secretary, Dhanya Sasi,
Joint Secretary, Aju Shivaraman,
Treasurer, Jagajith Prabhakaran,
Chairman and Managing Director,
Cochin Gold & Diomonds, Vijay
Madhav, Programme Convener
were also present in the press meet.
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The bank’s dedicated SME Unit within its

corporate banking offices in Muscat, Sohar

and Salalah has a comprehensive mandate to

provide cost-competitive, flexible, and hassle-

free credit to small and medium enterprises

MUSCAT: In alignment with the
Omani government’s dedicated
efforts to empower the small and
medium enterprises (SME) sector,
BankDhofar is placing a strong em-
phasis on supporting this crucial
segment of the national economy.
The bank is achieving this by in-
troducing innovative lending solu-
tions tailored to the specific needs
of small and medium businesses.
Recognising the government’s
unwavering focus on SMEs as a
vital source of employment for
Omanis and their contribution to
socioeconomic growth, BankDho-
far has significantly increased its
commitment to this underserved
sector. To achieve this, the bank
has established a dedicated SME
Unit within its corporate banking
offices in Muscat, Sohar, and Sala-
lah. This unit has a comprehensive
mandate to provide cost-competi-
tive, flexible, and hassle-free credit
to small and medium enterprises.
As a one-stop lender with the
expertise to create financing solu-

tions for even the most complex
requirements, BankDhofar is fully
equipped for the task. These end-
to-end capabilities draw on the
bank’s in-house advisory services,
digital resources, and exceptional
trade facilitation services. The fol-
lowing standout capabilities are at
the disposal of BankDhofar’'s SME
Unit when assessing entrepre-
neurs’ financing needs:

Tailored financing
BankDhofar offers a diverse range
of financing options, including
long-term and short-term loans,
working capital loans, bill dis-
counting, and more.

These options cater to the
unique needs of Omani business-
es, enabling them to seize growth
opportunities, expand their opera-
tions, and invest in innovation.

Expert advisory services

The bank’s seasoned business
advisors provide personalised
guidance, market insights, and

International Day
of Non-Violence to
be celebrated today

MUSCAT: The Raja Yoga Center
for Self Development, in collabo-
ration with the Embassy of In-
dia in Oman, announced a grand
celebration marking the United
Nations International Day of
Non-Violence and the 154th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

The event will take place at the
A’Rayya Ball Room of Intercity
Hotel, Al Khuwair, Muscat, on
October 2 at 7:30 pm. This day
is observed across the world to
give the message of non-violence.
Gandhi has been an inspira-
tion for non-violent movements
across the globe.

Amit Narang, Ambassador of
Indiawill deliver special message
related to this important day.

Her Highness Basma Al Said,
who is well known in the social
arena in Oman has agreed to bless
the event. Other important digni-
taryrepresenting Omanis Asila Al
Samsami, currently heading the
“Invest Oman”, a project initiated
by the government to attract in-
vestment opportunities in Oman,
who has held various important
positions in the Government of
Oman including Undersecretary
to the Minister of Commerce &
Industry, will be another guest of
honour at the event.

The International Day of Non-
Violence, observed on October 2
each year, is a poignant reminder of
Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy and
commitment to non-violence as a
means of achieving social change
and peace. The Birth Anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi is a momen-
tous occasion, and this celebration
aims to honour his enduring legacy
of peace, truth, and non-violence.

This commemorative event

The event will take place
af the A'Rayya Ball Room of
Intercity Hotel, Al Khuwair,
Muscat, today af 7:30pm

will feature a keynote address
by BK Maureen Goodman, Pro-
gramme Director of the Brahma
Kumaris, UK, an international
organisation imparting educa-
tion in moral and cultural values
to promote peace and harmony in
the society.

She is the nominated repre-
sentative at the United Nations,
Vienna. In her speech, Goodman
will shed light on the importance
of non-violence in today’s world
and on Igniting the Light of Hu-
man Goodness for Global Peace.
As the Programme Director for
the Brahma Kumaris UK, Mau-
reen has had the opportunity to
work with many diverse com-
munities. Her interests include
young people, women’s empow-
erment, sustainability and build-
ing spiritual capacity. As the
Brahma Kumaris representative
at the United Nations, Vienna,
she meets and dialogues with
leaders actively engaged in poli-
tics, science and community.

The evening’s programme
will also include cultural perfor-
mances, interactive sessions, and
a candlelight vigil to honor the vi-
sion for a nonviolent world.

This celebration is open to all
residents of Muscat.

strategic direction to help busi-
nesses navigate challenges, make
informed decisions, and unlock
their full potential.

Cutting-edge digital tools

BankDhofar leverages technology
to streamline banking processes,
enhance convenience, and offer

digital solutions that align with
the evolving needs of modern
businesses. This ensures seam-
less operations and efficient cash
management.

Trade facilitation
With a deep understanding of
international trade dynamics,

BankDhofar offers comprehensive
trade finance solutions that fa-
cilitate cross-border transactions,
mitigate risks, and open doors to
global markets.

In light of Oman’s nascent eco-
nomic recovery, easy access to
credit has become imperative for
SMEs as they strive to rebuild

their businesses, which were ad-
versely affected by the recent
back-to-back global economic cri-
ses and the pandemic.
BankDhofar remains commit-
ted to helping them navigate the
intricacies of financing and reig-
nite their aspirations to become
successful entrepreneurs.”

Zubair Corp’s Smart Electrification & Automation
sector participates in Ru'ya Careers UAE 2023

MUSCAT: The Smart Electrifica-
tion and Automation (SEA) Sector
at the Zubair Corporation, repre-
sented by Zubair Electric Group
& Federal Electric participated in
Ru’ya, Careers UAE Redefined.

The three-day exhibition, held
at the Dubai World Trade Centre,
helps Emirati youth prepare for
their future careers by offering
skills development and network-
ing opportunities.

The Ru'ya Career fair hosted a
series of events, career-defining dis-
cussions, live performances, inter-
active workshops, and opportunities
to engage with leading employers.
The showcase helps Emirati youth
prepare for their future careers by
offering skill development and net-
working opportunities.

Haitham Al Hamdani, Human
Resource Sector Head for Smart
Electrification and Automation
said, “Our participation is a cul-
mination of our commitment to
promote sustainable develop-
ment in the United Arab Emirates
by supporting Emirati youth and
directing them towards success-
ful internship leading into em-
ployment. This falls in line with
the National Employment Strat-
egy 2031 aimed at supporting the

government’s efforts to build a
knowledge-based economy.”

“The exhibition is a vital plat-
form for discovering and attract-
ing young talent, as young peo-
ple represent the foundation of
achieving success for an economy.
Ru’ya hosts skilled young nation-
als with companies across sectors
to construct comprehensive roles
suited to their calibre. We hope to
continue our pathway of sustain-
able development to support the
economic success of the United
Arab Emirates,” he added.

Speaking on the occasion, Sarah
Safer, Human Resource Special-
ist at Zubair Electricin the United
Arab Emirates said, “As an Emi-

rati national, I take personal pride
in our participation at the Ru’ya
Careers UAE 2023 as we seek to
attract and develop Emirati talent
within a variety of roles. We aim
to provide extensive training and
employment opportunities for the
selected candidates that will en-
hance operations within both the
companies. This in turn will con-
tribute to the vision of the Smart
Electrification & Automation sec-
tor of at The Zubair Corporation.”
With a rich history of over 50
years, Zubair Electric Group is
a well-established organisation
specialising in electrification and
automation, and its expertise lies
in providing comprehensive and

sustainable solutions to meet the
increasing demand for energy.

The company’s client base is di-
verse, encompassing various sec-
tors including utilities, industries,
railways, infrastructure develop-
ment, data centres, information,
and communication technol-
ogy (ICT), commercial, and resi-
dential. The company’s focus on
electrification and automation in
correlation with its extensive ex-
perience along with major global
technology partners, offers a wide
range of products, systems, and
services that enable efficient and
effective management of electrical
systems and processes.

Federal Electric, on the other
hand, is an ISO 9001 group of
original equipment manufactur-
ing units established in 1999. The
company is an industry expert
in designing and manufacturing
Power & Distribution Transform-
ers, Oil Filled, Dry Type Cast Resin,
Package / Kiosk Unit Substations,
Special Transformers, Switchgear,
Busways and Cables. Its products
are designed, manufactured &
tested to comply with national and
international standards including
IEC-60076 / IEC-60076-11/ IEC-
62271/ ANSIC57/BS-171.

Exclusive benefits on luxurious Toyota Crown

MUSCAT: Own a Toyota Crown
and stand a chance to scratch and
win fuel cards from 50 litres up to
100 litres or cash vouchers from
OMR100 up to OMR2,000.

Apart from that customers
can also avail attractive instal-
ments of OMR188 and service 3

Years/30,000 km (Prospective
buyers may be advised that the
benefits vary between model vari-
ants, model year and manufactur-
ing year. EMI calculated are for
base models with 20 percent down
payment for 10 years. Loan ap-
proval is based on the sole discre-

tion of banks. Terms & Conditions
apply. Customers can visit any
Saud Bahwan Automotive show-
room for exact details.)

The Toyota Crown makesitsbold
and inspiring presence felt with its
stylish appeal, range of advanced
features and safety technology.
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