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The Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information
Technology (MTCIT) has an-
nounced a series of ambitious
projects for 2024, highlighting a
significant push towards sustain-
able and innovative transporta-
tion solutions in Oman. 

Among the key initiatives are
inauguration of Oman's first hy-
drogen power station and com-
pletion of crucial studies for
Muscat Metro and a link be-
tween South Batinah and Jabal
Akhdar. 

These announcements were
made during a media briefing
aimed at outlining the ministry's
objectives this year and review-
ing achievements of 2023.

In a move to foster sustain-
ability in the transport sector,
MTCIT announced the launch of
the Green Mobility Award and
plans for the second Green Mo-
bility Forum. Additionally, April
30 has been designated a day to
celebrate the logistics sector in
the sultanate annually. 

H E Said bin Hamood bin Said
al Mawali, Minister of Transport,
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, shared insights
into the ministry's broader strat-

egy, which includes launching a
unified national portal for e-gov-
ernment services in the commu-
nications and information
technology sector this year. 

MTCIT is also focused on de-
veloping projects at the National
Centre for Space, Artificial Intel-
ligence and Advanced Technol-
ogy.

Plans for the year include es-
tablishing a dry dock, starting a
project for construction and
maintenance of medium to large
vessels, and the first hydrogen
energy station in Oman.

MTCIT is also poised to kick-
start the Suhar-Abu Dhabi joint
railway project and is preparing
a draft law for railways. "We are
on track to complete compre-
hensive studies for Muscat
Metro, which envisages an in-
vestment of RO1bn for a 55km
line with 42 passenger stations,
and the project linking South
Batinah with Jabal Akhdar," H E
Mawali stated. Additionally, the
launch date of the Omani satel-
lite is expected to be announced
this year.

Reflecting on the achieve-

ments of 2023, the minister
highlighted the growth of Omani
ports which welcomed approxi-
mately 11,000 ships, with the
volume of general and bulk cargo
surpassing 93mn tonnes. The
year also saw registration of 662
ships with the Omani flag. De-
spite challenges posed by re-
gional tensions in the Red Sea,
Omani ports have demonstrated
resilience and acquired strategic
importance.

MTCIT floated 98 tenders
valued at over RO612mn in
2023, covering transport, com-

munications, logistics and infor-
mation technology sectors. The
transport and logistics sector
alone presented investment op-
portunities totalling RO1.6bn.

Infrastructure development
continued with over 200km of
roads being paved at a cost of
RO96mn, 16km of which were
new roads, while 185km were ex-
isting roads damaged by climatic
conditions. The cost of maintain-
ing asphalt and dirt roads was
RO114mn.

The ministry’s digital transfor-
mation efforts have also wit-

nessed significant progress,
achieving 72% of the govern-
ment digital transformation tar-
gets and development of 39
electronic platforms and portals.

In the field of technology and
innovation, MTCIT successfully
tested the advanced microchips
Oman-1 and Oman-2 and
trained 4,800 individuals in ad-
vanced digital skills under the
Makin initiative. These efforts
underscore the ministry's com-
mitment to leading Oman to-
wards a sustainable, digitally
empowered future.

India crush England in 
third Test
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The Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment (ASMED) has outlined its
strategic vision for 2024, with
plans to finance 300 SMEs
across various sectors. 

Announced at a media briefing
on Sunday, the authority's plans
for 2024 underscore a significant
push to bolster the SME sector in
Oman.

Halima bint Rashid al Zaria,
Chairperson of ASMED, high-
lighted the authority's recent
achievements, noting that SMEs
received funding totalling
RO165mn in 2023 from govern-
ment companies under Oman In-
vestment Authority and an

additional RO47mn from public
agencies in line with Tender
Board requirements. 

She highlighted the substantial
growth of the sector, with the
number of SMEs registered with
the authority increasing 30% to
135,064 at the end of 2023.

A total of RO200mn has been
allocated for the Future Fund for

emerging companies over the
next five years. This move is part
of a broader strategy to support
SMEs in all governorates in part-
nership with public and private
sector entities. 

The authority has established
15 business incubators and plans
to roll out 36 training pro-
grammes for over 900 en-

trepreneurs in 2024, enhancing
their financial and  business de-
velopment skills.

Ishaq bin Khalifa al Shukaili,
Director of In-Country Value at
ASMED, detailed the regulatory
strides made in 2023 for an en-
vironment conducive for SME
growth. This includes the intro-
duction of entrepreneurship
cards, leading to an integrated
register for SMEs and encourag-
ing public-private sector part-
nerships. The entrepreneurship
card initiative has seen a 22%
growth, with more than 29,000
enterprises benefiting and ap-
proved loans surpassing
RO22mn.

ASMED's achievements ex-
tend to the crafts sector, with
over 2,064 applications ap-

proved for craft support and sig-
nificant participation in training
and marketing services. Further-
more, 167 small enterprises tran-
sitioned to medium-sized
enterprises, and 31 medium en-
terprises evolved into large busi-
nesses. The Supplier
Development Programme, aim-
ing to qualify 80 SMEs for in-
creased business opportunities,
is one among other  innovative
projects launched to empower
local enterprises.

Training remains a key focus,
with 57 specialised and public
training programmes conducted
in 2023, benefiting 1,383 employ-
ers. In collaboration with the
Ministry of Labour, 2,330 on-the-
job training opportunities were
approved for SMEs.

Muscat - H E Sayyid al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister, received a
phone call from Hussein al
Sheikh, Secretary of the Execu-
tive Committee of Palestine Lib-
eration Organization (PLO), on
Sunday.

They discussed current devel-
opments in Palestine and reper-
cussions of the brutal Israeli war
in the Gaza Strip.

During the call, they also
stressed the importance of
reaching an immediate ceasefire,
the release of all prisoners and
detainees, the entry of necessary
humanitarian relief into the Gaza
Strip, ending the siege of Gaza,
and the exit of all Israeli forces
from it in preparation of achiev-
ing a just and comprehensive po-
litical solution to the Palestinian
issue.

They also stressed the need
for the international community
to recognise the establishment
of an independent Palestinian
state and the practical imple-
mentation of the two-state so-
lution, while supporting the
leadership of the Palestinian Na-
tional Authority as the legiti-
mate representative of the
brotherly Palestinian people of
all faiths and factions.

US likely to block
Gaza ceasefire
resolution 
The UN Security Council is likely
to vote on Tuesday on an Alge-
rian push for the 15-member
body to demand an immediate
humanitarian ceasefire in the Is-
rael-Hamas war, a move the
United States indicated it would
veto. 

“Should it come up for a vote
as drafted, it will not be
adopted,” said Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, US Ambassador to
the UN, in a statement on Satur-
day. She said the resolution could
“run counter” to the goals that
Washington says can be
achieved through diplomacy in
talks between Israel and Hamas
that Qatar and Egypt are also
mediating.

Meanwhile, the Gaza Strip's
second-largest hospital has been
put "completely out of service", a
spokesperson for the Gaza
health ministry said on Sunday. 

The health ministry in Gaza
said at least 28,985 people have
been killed and 68,883 wounded
in Israeli strikes on the enclave
since October 7, the vast major-
ity women and children. 
Agencies

Sayyid Badr speaks
to PLO secretary,
calls for ceasefire

Jerusalem, Israel - Israel on

Sunday formalised its

opposition to what it called

the ‘unilateral recognition’ of

Palestinian statehood, and

said any such agreement must

be reached through direct

negotiations.

Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu brought the

“declaratory decision” to a

vote in cabinet, which

unanimously approved the

measure, according to a

statement.

Netanyahu said that the

move comes after “recent talk

in the international community

about an attempt to

unilaterally impose on Israel a

Palestinian state”.

The formal Israeli

statement, according to

Netanyahu's office, reflects

the fact that ‘Israel rejects

outright international dictates

regarding a permanent accord

with the Palestinians’. 

ISRAEL OPPOSES
'UNILATERAL'
IMPOSITION OF
PALESTINIAN
STATE
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The Ministry of Economy has
earmarked a development bud-
get of RO15mn for 2025 to ad-
vance artificial intelligence (AI)
projects across the sultanate. Of
this, RO10mn is allocated to gov-
ernment agencies and the re-
maining RO5mn directed towar-
ds projects in the governorates. 

The funding was announced
by H E Dr Said bin Mohammed al
Saqri, Minister of Economy, at a
forum called Artificial Intelligence
Economics Initiative 2024 held
on Sunday.

The forum, a collaborative ef-
fort between the Ministry of
Economy and the Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology
(MTCIT), aimed to foster local
innovation by providing a plat-
form for Omani companies spe-
cialising in AI. 

It sought to enhance collabo-
ration between the government

and private sectors, leveraging
expertise of the latter to increase
the local value derived from na-
tional projects and acquaint gov-
ernment bodies with
cutting-edge AI technologies.

H H Dr Kamil bin Fahd bin
Mahmoud al Said, Secretary-
General of Secretariat-General of
the Council of Ministers, graced
the forum's opening ceremony.

The event underscored Oman's
commitment to integrating AI in
enhancing the national economy
and governance.

H E Ali al Shidhani, Undersec-
retary for Communications and
Information Technology in
MTCIT, highlighted the fact that
the private sector's investment in
AI reached RO30mn in 2023.
This demonstrates the growing

interest and confidence in AI's
potential to transform various in-
dustries.

In his address, H E Saqri de-
tailed the launch of the ‘National
Initiative to Empower the Na-
tional Economy Enhanced with
Artificial Intelligence’ in June
2023. This initiative is part of the
10th Five-Year Plan aiming to
embed AI applications in diversi-

fication sectors to foster eco-
nomic growth and innovation. An
initial RO10mn was approved for
the initiative's projects in 2024.

H E Saqri highlighted the sig-
nificance of aligning national ef-
forts with global technological
advancements to make the
Omani economy more adaptable
and investment-friendly. He
pointed out that AI is projected to
contribute up to US$23tn to the
global economy by 2025, with
Oman poised to capitalise on this
opportunity through product im-
provements and enhanced con-
sumer demand.

The minister also reflected on
the crucial role of AI in the sul-
tanate's economic development,
highlighting its potential to create
new investment opportunities
and job prospects across multiple
sectors. The 10th Five-Year Plan
prioritises AI for its critical contri-
bution to economic growth, aim-
ing to boost the digital economy's
GDP share to about 10% by
2040.

RO15mn allocated for AI projects
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Families queue for hours to receive a hot meal in Deir al Balah, Gaza.

According to UNRWA, desperately needed aid is not going into Gaza
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We are on track 
to complete 
comprehensive
studies for Muscat
Metro, which 
envisages an 
investment of
RO1bn for a 55km
line with 42 
passenger stations,
and the project
linking South 
Batinah with 
Jabal Akhdar
H E SAID AL MAWALI

MTCIT to launch hydrogen power
station, green mobility award 

Announcements for 2024
l Unified national portal for

e-government services 
l Inauguration of first hy-

drogen energy station 
l Initiation of Suhar-Abu

Dhabi joint railway project
l Complete study for 

Muscat Metro, valued at
RO1bn

l Complete study to link
South Batinah and Jabal
Akhdar

l Announcement of Omani
satellite launch date

l April 30 designated as
day to celebrate logistics
sector

(Supplied photo)

(ONA)

SMEs received 
funding totalling
RO165mn in 2023
from government
companies under
Oman Investment
Authority 
HALIMA AL ZARIA

ASMED sets ambitious goals for SME development
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Approximately 790 blood
donors are needed this week due
to a drop in donations at Central
Blood Bank, the Ministry of
Health (MoH) stated on Sunday.

A statement issued by the
Department of Blood Bank Ser-
vices (DBBS) at MoH said, ‘The
blood bank in Bausher is experi-
encing severe shortage. Our ur-
gent need is for more than 720
blood donors and 70 platelet
donors this week to meet the
needs of health institutions.’ 

DBBS regularly organises
blood donation campaigns in co-
operation with different authori-
ties. ‘We urgently call on citizens
and residents to donate blood
due to the current severe short-
age of blood units,' it added.

DBBS saves blood and its
components for health institu-
tions in the sultanate. The de-
partment screens blood donors
to ensure the safety and quality
of blood and its components. 

Those interested can donate
blood from Saturday to Thurs-
day, 8am and 8pm, and on Friday
from 8am to 1:30pm.

SEND YOUR COMMENTS 
Share your comments in not more than 50 words along with your 
full name and profession before next Sunday, 10am, via WhatsApp,
Facebook or Instagram

NEXT ON
YOUR SAY

Muscat Municipality installed 12 public restrooms in Quriyat and
Seeb beaches earlier this month. What other areas need such services
and what can be done immediately to reduce littering on beaches?

The views stated here are those of the respondents and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly about the issues discussed here, you can
email your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om You can also log on to our Facebook page or tweet us your comments on the issue.

Salim al Habsi
Private sector employee

This is a recurring problem every year. One of
the best and sustainable methods can be to
have local authorities collaborate with com-
munities to develop and implement emer-
gency response plans. Conducting regular
workshops, training sessions and mock drills
will equip residents with the necessary skills to
respond effectively during crises. Also, the cre-
ation of designated evacuation routes and safe
shelters can offer refuge to those affected by
heavy rains.

Mohammad al Kindi
Salesman

To prevent material loss during heavy rains, a
crucial step is to invest in and upgrade infras-
tructure that can withstand adverse weather
conditions. This includes developing robust
drainage systems capable of efficiently man-
aging excess water, especially in areas prone
to flooding. Elevated roads, bridges and cul-
verts designed to withstand heavy rains can fa-
cilitate smoother traffic flow and reduce the
risk of road closures.

Salman al Abri
Tour guide

To address the material and human cost of
heavy rains, a comprehensive early warning
system is paramount. Advanced meteorolog-
ical technologies should be employed to pro-
vide accurate and timely weather forecasts,
particularly focusing on areas susceptible to
flooding. These forecasts must be communi-
cated effectively to the public through various
channels, including mobile alerts, social media
and traditional media outlets.

Yusra Salim
Homemaker

Heavy fines and jail sentences should be en-
forced without consideration of status or na-
tionality. Many people are aware of the risks
but still take chances for fun, knowing that
Royal Oman Police will help them if needed.
It's important to remember that ROP officers

are human beings, too, just like everyone else.

Roy
Private sector employee

Raise the level of roads and construct bridges.
People will not attempt to cross wadis if there
were bridges over wadi crossings.

Haya Aljeto
Private sector employee

Just let them be; they wanted to enjoy them-
selves to the point of risking their lives. Don't
offer them help; save the effort! Warnings
have been provided in Arabic and English, un-
less they are unable to read. If they insist on

crossing wadis or being near them, impose a
RO1,000 fine. If they perish, their family must
pay a fine simply for not heeding government
warnings, amounting to RO5,000. Let's see if
people still dare to venture out.

Aleeya S
Homemaker

Pre-planning, waterproofing, alert of fines and
strict rules for all will prevent loss of property
and lives.

Kulsoom
Dentist

Updates by the weather department should be

circulated at least three days in advance to en-
sure that the masses are informed. Alongside
the weather update, clear warnings and rules
should be stated. Strict punishment - a hefty
fine along with a minimum imprisonment of
two days - should be imposed on violators. This
should deter most violations, as reckless be-
haviour during dangerous events endangers
not only the violators but also the police force
and other individuals involved in rescue efforts.

Ajin Sasidharan
Civil engineer

Pre-emptive measures such as early warnings,
education on wadi safety, designated crossing
points and stricter enforcement of regulations

are essential. Improved infrastructure and
community preparedness programmes can
also help minimise material and human losses.

Kevin Hines
Digital communications officer

The primary issue is the loss of life. I suggest
issuing social media warnings and investing in
widespread dissemination of these ads. Addi-
tionally, efforts should be made to equip civil
authorities with protective gear, along with in-
stalling barricades. It's not a lot and is definitely
feasible. Rural wadis require the most atten-
tion to preserve life. While fines may not pre-
vent loss of life, there should be hefty fines for
crossing wadis.

Shilpa
Homemaker

I propose imposing hefty fines for crossing
wadis for any reason, and publishing videos or
images of individuals who cross wadis and
their punishment. Moreover, a drainage sys-
tem specifically for rainwater into the sea
should be implemented.

Shakila Javed
Lecturer

The hazardous implications of crossing these
wadis need to be a significant part of the pri-
mary school curriculum in Oman so that chil-
dren can educate other family members about
it as well.

Maanoj Agarwala
General manager

The government needs to create drainage sys-
tems, water harvesting infrastructure and
water channels to manage rainwater towards
the sea. Additionally, it should continue issuing
timely warnings, creating awareness and pe-
nalising non-compliance.

Aqsa Saleem
Private sector employee

Some people will never understand; limit their
movement to their homes. 

YOUR 
SAY

SEND US ON OUR

NEW
WHATSAPP NO

91953774

The heavy rains last week caused significant loss of property and precious lives. 
Six people died in the rains, while 36 were arrested by Royal Oman Police for trying to cross

overflowing wadis during the adverse weather conditions. What measures are required to stop 
material and human loss during rains? Here’s what Muscat Daily readers said – 
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Dhofar governorate, in collabora-
tion with Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Youth, Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry,
Oman Development Bank and
the Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment (ASMED), has started a

competition called Qeemah
(Value). This initiative aims to
nurture youth creativity, trans-
forming innovative ideas into tan-
gible projects that contribute to
the local economy and sustain-
ability.

Outlining the objectives of
Qeemah, an official of the gover-
norate said it is focused on en-
hancing local value addition,

fostering innovation and creating
pioneering projects leveraging
local resources and talent. "The
contest seeks to uncover and de-
velop national products and ser-
vices, capitalise on competitive
advantages for economic stabil-
ity, and uplift innovation within
Dhofar governorate. It also aims
to find sustainable solutions and
tap into the potential of local tal-

ents and communities," the offi-
cial stated.

Open to all - creative individu-
als, innovators, entrepreneurs
and university students in the
governorate – Qeemah aims to
identify the best innovative and
sustainable ideas and solutions,
transforming these into practical
projects in three distinct cate-
gories.

The Wilayat Category is fo-
cused on innovations in natural
resources, traditional crafts and
local products from the wilayats
of Dhofar for both local and inter-
national markets. The Corporate
Category is designed for develop-
ment and implementation of cre-
ative, innovative and sustainable
solutions by large companies and
institutions, while the Nakheel

Dhofar Category is focused on
production, packaging and sale of
coconuts in and outside the gov-
ernorate.

Through the competition,
Dhofar seeks to inspire a new
generation of entrepreneurs and
innovators, providing a platform
for their ideas to flourish and con-
tribute positively to the local and
global markets.

Dhofar launches contest to convert youth ideas into projects 

Urgent need of 790 blood
donors this week: MoH

RISKING OWN AND
OTHERS’ LIVES 

(Image for illustrative purpose)
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The inaugural Dhahirah
Tourism Festival 2024 has re-
ceived overwhelming response,
attracting over 20,000 visitors
in its first two days. 

Inaugurated on February 15
under the theme 'Richness and
Diversity', the festival will run
till March 6 and showcase the
unique cultural and tourism of-
ferings of Dhahirah.

Ahmed al Marsoudi, a repre-
sentative of Dhahirah Gover-
nor’s Office, expressed his
satisfaction with the festival's
success. "This first edition has
received excellent response.
Over 100 young men and
women from our governorate
are diligently working to ensure
the event's success." 

The festival aims to present
the diverse attractions of
Dhahirah, from its competitive

advantages to its rich heritage,
providing an engaging experi-
ence for both locals and visitors
from neighbouring regions.

Marsoudi informed that the
festival has brought together
various government and pri-
vate entities, creating a collab-
orative atmosphere. 

With a wide variety of cul-
tural, art, social, sports and en-
tertainment activities, the
event caters to all community
segments. “One of its goals is
to generate added value for the
local economy by offering op-
portunities for entrepreneurs,
small and medium enterprises,

and cottage industry families.”
The festival features a her-

itage village, rides for all ages,
shopping pavilions, SME kiosks,
dining options, and a theatre for
cultural performances, includ-
ing poetry evenings. Addition-
ally, visitors can enjoy a Smurfs
Village, acrobatics and juggling

shows, paragliding, horse
shows, laser displays and a
classic cars exhibition.

"There’s a range of attrac-
tions. We have something for
everyone," Marsoudi said,
highlighting the festival's com-
mitment to engage and enter-
tain all.

Muscat - Mövenpick, an Accor
brand known for its Swiss hospi-
tality, has opened in Muscat as
the debut property in Oman.

The five-star property takes
its design inspiration from the
sultanate’s culture and heritage.
Mövenpick Hotel and Apart-
ments Ghala Muscat features
282 rooms and suites and 58
hotel apartments, comple-
mented by facilities, services and
culinary experiences for which
Mövenpick is renowned. 

“This marks an important
milestone for Accor as our ex-
pansionist vision for Oman gains
considerable momentum,” said
Paul Stevens, Chief Operating
Officer - Premium, Midscale and
Economy Division in Middle East,
Africa and Türkiye at Accor. 

“The opening of Mövenpick
Hotel and Apartments Ghala
Muscat enriches the city’s hotel
landscape by introducing a pre-
mium hospitality concept rooted
in culinary excellence and unpar-

alleled service. We are honoured
to raise our first flag for the
Mövenpick brand in Oman, a
country known for its warm wel-
come, which perfectly comple-
ments the Mövenpick spirit of
providing guests an opportunity
to indulge in life's simple plea-
sures.”

Nestled in Ghala Heights, the
hotel offers convenience, com-
fort, flexibility and modern day
indulgence for all types of trav-
ellers. 

The apartments are fully ser-
viced and provide access to all
hotel facilities, catering to the
growing number of long-stay
guests making Muscat their
home.

Guests can enjoy the hotel’s
wellness facilities, which include
a spa, a fitness centre offering
personal training services with
city views, and a rooftop infinity
pool. For those travelling for
business or looking to host an
event, the property has four flex-

ible venues that can accommo-
date up to 570 guests, including
three meeting rooms with natu-
ral daylight and the 630sqm pil-
lar-free Al Falaj Ballroom, with
each space offering the latest
audio-visual equipment. 

Designed with the flexibility to
host a wide range of occasions,
from ceremonies and gala din-
ners to weddings, the ballroom
can be fully customised accord-
ing to desired set-up, theme and
colour scheme, all orchestrated

by a dedicated events team. It
also features a unique video wall
– the first-of-its-kind in Muscat –
and for comfort and conve-
nience, there is a dedicated Bride
Room plus basement parking for
guests.

“We are thrilled to be opening
the doors to the first Mövenpick
Hotel and Apartments in Oman,
and are committed to delivering
enriching guest experiences that
reflect the brand’s more than
seven decades of culinary excel-
lence and elevated service,” said
Arshad Mahmood, General
Manager of Mövenpick Hotel
and Apartments Ghala Muscat.
“Offering convenience and com-
fort, a range of accommodation
options to suit long and short
stays, plus a gastronomic offer-
ing unique to Muscat, we look
forward to welcoming business
and leisure travellers, as well as
local residents seeking to experi-
ence a unique blend of Swiss
hospitality and Omani charm.”

Mövenpick opens hotel and apartments in Ghala
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National Museum of Oman's
Learning Centre hosted the pre-
miere of More than a Teacher: A
Story from Oman, a documentary
showcasing the educational ties
between Oman and the United
States. 

The screening on Sunday was
graced by Dr Madiha Ahmed al
Shaibani, Minister of Education,
among others marking a signifi-
cant moment in Oman's cultural
and educational outreach.

Produced by Aisha Sahar
Wahid al Kharousi, the docu-
mentary celebrates Oman's sto-
ried past, vibrant present and
bright future through Don
Yager's journey. 

An American educator, Yager
played a pivotal role in The Sul-
tan's School scholarship pro-
gramme from 1980 to 2005, a
testament to the late Sultan Qa-
boos bin Said's visionary leader-
ship.

Yager's story serves as a
poignant example of the bilateral
relations between Oman and the
US, underscoring the late sul-
tan’s emphasis on education as a
cornerstone of the nation's re-
naissance. 

"This documentary not only
commemorates Oman's endur-
ing friendship with the United
States but also highlights the
promising opportunities that lie
within Oman's renewed renais-
sance under His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik," Aisha said.

Nayef bin Ali al Abri, Chair-
man of Civil Aviation Authority
and a graduate of the scholar-
ship, remarked, "The film nar-
rates the story of a man deeply
rooted in this land, showcasing
Oman's rich cultural and tourism
heritage."

Yager himself reflected on the
documentary as a celebration of
the kinship he shares with his
students, highlighting the signif-
icant achievements and develop-
ment contributions of the
programme's alumni. "The film is

a testament to the special bond
that Americans residing in Oman
have with this country, showcas-
ing the modern renaissance of
Oman and its achievements
across various domains," Yager
added.

The documentary offers a cin-
ematic journey through Oman's
scenic beauty, cultural richness
and historical depth, aiming to
promote the sultanate's touristic
and cultural heritage globally. It
is a collaborative effort by Oma-
nis in production, direction, edit-
ing and music, illustrating the
nation's creative prowess.

The documentary will be
screened at The Sultan's School
and in the United States, in part-
nership with educational and cul-
tural institutions, as part of a
broader effort to highlight
Oman's unique story to a global
audience.

Muscat - Suhar has been offi-
cially recognised by World
Health Organization's Regional
Office as a Healthy City within
the Eastern Mediterranean re-
gion. The recognition under-
scores Suhar's commitment to
achieving sustainable develop-
ment and enhancing the well-
being of its community
members.

Sharing insights into the city's
proactive approach towards
health and wellness, Dr Najat
bint Mohammed al Zadjali, Di-
rector of Executive Office of
Suhar Health City, said, "Our of-
fice is dedicated to the imple-
mentation of health-promoting
projects, fostering healthy
lifestyles and conducting health

awareness campaigns. We also
focus on promoting social and
cultural activities through collab-
orations in government, civil and

private sectors."  
Suhar took the initiative to join

the Healthy Cities Programme in
2005, becoming one of the first

cities in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean region to embrace this
model.

Najat further elaborated that
Suhar's journey to this recogni-
tion spanned nearly 19 years of
diligent efforts, culminating in
the fulfillment of 80 standards
across nine domains. This
achievement led to the World
Health Organization's formal
recognition of Suhar as a
Healthy City, highlighting the
significant transformations and
adherence to the required stan-
dards.

WHO’s Healthy Cities Pro-
gramme operates in Oman with
the supervision of the Ministry
of Health. It serves as a collab-
orative platform engaging gov-

ernment agencies, civil society
organisations and private sector
entities alongside local commu-
nity members. The programme
aims to address social determi-
nants of health, enhance health
services and improve the local
environment and public facili-
ties to boost community well-
being and quality of life.

According to WHO, Healthy
Cities strive to benefit both peo-
ple and the planet. These foster
inclusive participation from all
community sectors in promoting
peace and prosperity. Healthy
Cities exemplify leadership in ad-
dressing inequalities and en-
hancing governance, leading the
way in health and well-being im-
provements.

Suhar recognised as ‘Healthy City’ by WHO

Documentary
showcases 
Oman and US 
educational ties 

This first edition
has received 
excellent response.
Over 100 young
men and women
from our 
governorate are
diligently working
to ensure the
event’s success
AHMED AL MARSOUDI

The film is a 
testament to the
special bond that
Americans 
residing in Oman
have with this
country
DON YAGER

Dhahirah Tourism Festival
woos 20,000 visitors

(ONA)

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The International Seafood Com-
pany (SIMAK), a subsidiary of
Fisheries Development Oman
(FDO), is developing a large can-
ning plant for Tuna, Sardine, and
Mackerel in the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Duqm (SEZAD).
This plant will boast the largest
seafood processing capacity in
the GCC region, according to an
Oman News Agency report.

SIMAK, the sultanate's flag-
ship seafood cannery nestled
within the Fisheries Zone of
SEZAD, is poised to redefine the
landscape of seafood processing
and distribution in the Middle
East region.

With an impressive process-
ing inflow of 30,000 tonnes per
year, SIMAK boasts a staggering
estimated output of over 100mn
cans annually, translating to
more than 16,000 tonnes of pre-
mium-grade seafood products,
according to the report.

With its huge processing and
canning capacity, SIMAK is all
set to mark a significant mile-
stone in the region's endeavor to
provide value-added services to
the burgeoning fishery sector.

The project encompasses cut-

ting-edge facilities for process-
ing, cold storage, and finished
goods storage, ensuring optimal
efficiency and quality control.
This state-of-the-art canning fa-
cility will focus on processing
Tuna, Sardine, and Mackerel, of-

fering a compelling value propo-
sition to stakeholders across the
supply chain.

SIMAK presents a compelling
value proposition, leveraging its
access to both local and external
sources for raw materials, cost
advantages derived from prox-
imity to local suppliers and bur-
geoning markets, and premium
quality products at competitive
prices, ensuring freshness and
authenticity.

“SIMAK offers several com-
mercial partnership opportuni-
ties viz white labeling for regional
retailers and brands, catering to
discerning consumers across the
MENA region, the US, EU, and
West African markets. By pro-
viding top-tier quality canned
products, SIMAK aims to estab-
lish itself as the partner of choice
for brands seeking excellence
and reliability,” said Zakariya al
Hasni, CEO of SIMAK in a state-
ment to Oman News Agency.

Hasni said, “We are driven by
a commitment to sustainability.

SIMAK integrates business-led
and environmental sustainability
initiatives into its operations.
From leveraging the latest tech-
nological advancements to pro-
mote efficiency and reduce
waste, to implementing eco-
friendly practices such as water
conservation and solar energy
utilization, SIMAK is dedicated to
minimising its environmental
footprint while maximising oper-
ational efficiency.”

He further said that SIMAK
prioritises the development of
the local economy by sourcing
from SMEs and local fishermen,
fostering employment opportu-
nities, and investing in skill devel-
opment initiatives.

In June 2022, International
Seafood Company (SIMAK) had
signed a construction contract
with an Omani company for the
construction of its seafood can-
ning plant in Duqm. Designed to
the highest international and
food safety specifications, the
plant will have a production ca-

pacity of 30,000 tonnes annu-
ally, subject to future expansion.

FDO is participating in the
highly anticipated Gulfood Exhi-
bition and Conference which is
taking place from February 19 to
February 23 in Dubai. FDO’s par-
ticipation during this event will
be spearheaded by SIMAK.

FDO, along with its subsidiary
companies Blue Waters, Natural
Shrimp Aquaculture Company
(NSA), and Oriental Shrimp
Aquaculture Company (ORA),
will showcase a range of prod-
ucts, including White Pacific
Shrimp and Seabream, demon-
strating its dedication to quality
and innovation.

With a strategic focus on
market expansion, SIMAK is set
to showcase its offerings at inter-
national platforms like Gulfood in
Dubai, while simultaneously ex-
ploring opportunities for R&D
and product innovation. The
company's relentless pursuit of
excellence positions it as a trail-
blazer in the seafood industry.

Dubai – The Association of
Chartered Certified Accoun-
tants (ACCA) announced its
strategic developments with the
Oman Association of Chartered
Public Accountants (OACPA),
marking the beginning of an in-
novative partnership.

Strategic plans and develop-
ments were discussed by Helen
Brand, ACCA’s Chief Executive,
and Sheikh Mahfouz Aljuma,
Chairman of OACPA, reinforc-
ing the enduring relationship be-
tween the two institutions and
was marked with a commitment
to excellence, pushing bound-
aries and setting new bench-
marks for the accounting
profession in Oman.

Fazeela Gopalani, Head of
ACCA Middle East, said, “For

over 15 years, ACCA has been a
steadfast presence in Oman,
supporting entities and profes-
sionals across the sultanate. Our
partnership with OACPA has
proven to be nothing short of
groundbreaking for the account-
ing profession in the region.”

Speaking at the Oman Inter-
national Conference on Ac-
counting and Auditing, held on
January 29th and 30th,
Gopalani said, “With a clear vi-
sion and realistic belief in what
we can contribute – we can con-
tinue to be a force for public
good in 2024 and beyond,
working to create a future in
alignment with the Oman Vision
2040.” 

The conference was attended
by accounting and finance pro-

fessionals from public sector in-
stitutions, regulators and audit
firms and included networking
opportunities, panel discussions
and keynote speeches on im-
portant topics facing the ac-
counting profession. 

Sheikh Mahfouz Aljuma,
Chairman of OACPA, said, “We
are delighted to witness the best
minds in accounting and audit-
ing unite to exchange ideas and
challenge conventions. The con-
ference addresses some of the
most pertinent issues our pro-
fession faces today and provides
the opportunity for accounting
professionals to equip them-
selves with the knowledge re-
quired to tackle and embrace
the challenges and opportuni-
ties that lie ahead.”

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Sohar Port and Freezone on Sun-
day signed a land lease agree-
ment with Starsun Sohar (FZC)
to establish a recycling plant
dedicated to the sustainable
management of lead-acid batter-
ies in Sohar Freezone.

Ensuring compliance with en-
vironmental standards, this pro-
ject is set to enhance the
recycling industry, highlighting
Sohar Port and Freezone's dedi-
cation to circular economy prin-
ciples in Oman.

With a total investment of
$3mn and an area of
7,000sqkm, the recycling plant,
furnished with cutting-edge
technologies, is focused on re-

covering valuable materials from
locally used batteries, with a pro-
jected production capacity of
1,000 tonnes per month, along
with exporting lead ingots, lead
oxide, and red lead oxide to key
markets, including India, China,
Korea, and several European
countries. These products will be
traded on the London Metal Ex-
change, thereby bolstering global
trade capacities.

The agreement between
Sohar Freezone and Starsun
Sohar SFZ leverages existing in-
dustrial activities in Sohar, trans-
forming waste into resources
and fostering a sustainable eco-
nomic ecosystem.

Israil Khan, Chief Managing
Director of Starsun Sohar, said,
"We are excited about this
agreement with Sohar Freezone
and the promising opportunities

it offers to investors. By leverag-
ing the strategic advantages pro-
vided by Sohar Freezone and its
continued growth, this project
will create new avenues for eco-
nomic growth and advance the
technology behind lead acid bat-
tery recycling.”

In a press statement, Omar bin
Mahmood al Mahrizi, CEO of
Sohar Freezone and Deputy CEO
of Sohar Port, said, “By establish-
ing this new recycling plant, the
third in Sohar Freezone, we are
taking a step forward in demon-
strating our commitment to circu-
lar economy. We are setting a
model for sustainable industrial
practices, where waste is trans-
formed into valuable resources,
thereby fostering a greener, more
resilient economic ecosystem.”

Sohar Freezone, Starsun sign deal
to establish battery recycling plant

ACCA announces strategic plans
to reinforce presence in Oman

Muscat – Meethaq Islamic Bank-
ing from Bank Muscat convened
its first Sharia Supervisory Board
meeting of 2024 at the bank's
head-office. The meeting was at-
tended by esteemed board
members, including Sheikh Dr
Abdullah bin Mubarak al Abri,
Board Chairman, alongside
Shamzani Mohammed Hussain,
General Manager of Meethaq Is-
lamic Banking, and the Sharia su-
pervisory and audit management
members.

The session commenced with
a comprehensive presentation
delivered by Meethaq’s team,
covering Meethaq’s perfor-
mance in 2023 and outlining its
strategic initiatives for 2024.

During the meeting, the board
also discussed and scrutinised
into various details and reports
pertaining to Meethaq’s transac-
tions. The Sharia Supervisory
Board also deliberated on vari-
ous topics, including the imple-
mentation of a structured
mechanism for seeking the
board's guidance and resolutions
effectively. 

In addition to this, the board
reviewed and accredited the fi-
nancial data of the financial year
ended December 31, 2023, the
Sharia annual certificate of sep-

arating Meethaq’s capital, the
consolidated annual Sharia-
based audit report, and the
amendments made within a
number of legal documents and
restructured financing transac-
tions.

During the meeting, the board
also discussed effectiveness of
the Temenos Islamic Core Bank-
ing system (T24) which
Meethaq has recently launched.
The board's regular meetings
play a pivotal role in deliberating
on topics pertaining to Islamic
transactions, business contracts
and practices, thereby facilitating
the formulation of requisite rec-
ommendation and resolutions. 

The Shariah Supervisory
Board is composed of scholars
renowned for their expertise in
Islamic jurisprudence, particu-

larly in Islamic transaction pro-
cessing and contemporary econ-
omy. Their primary scope of
duties encompasses the review
and approval of products, ser-
vices, activities, investments, op-
erations, and transactions before
implementing them for business
practices.

Since its inception in 2012,
Meethaq Islamic Banking has
spearheaded advancement in
the Islamic banking landscape
revolutionising the quality of the
sharia-compliant banking ser-
vices, products, and facilities.

Catering to the diverse needs
and preferences of Meethaq’s
valued customers, including indi-
viduals, institutions, and SMEs,
Meethaq offers a comprehensive
suite of value-added products
and services. 

Meethaq Sharia board
discusses future plans

SIMAK set to boast GCC region’s
largest seafood processing capacity

SIMAK offers several commercial partnership
opportunities viz white labeling for regional
retailers and brands, catering to discerning
consumers across MENA region, US, EU, and
West African markets
ZAKARIYA AL HASNI

ROLLS-
ROYCEBRIEFS

Turkish firm 
signs deal with
Saudi Investment
Ministry
Turkish company Tor

Holding and Saudi Arabia’s

Investment Ministry signed

an agreement in Istanbul on

Saturday during the Türkiye-

Saudi Arabia Investment and

Business Forum.

The agreement, which

aims at a high level of

cooperation, will further

strengthen economic ties

between the two countries,

Tor Holding said in a

statement. 

“The high-level

cooperation agreement

would strengthen the

relations between two

nations, paving the way for

mutually beneficial projects

and initiatives for both

countries,” the statement

quoted Tor Holding

Chairman Mustafa Torun as

saying.

Several other agreements

were signed at the forum to

further strengthen economic

relations between Türkiye

and Saudi Arabia.
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New York, US – When Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in 2022, the price
of oil jumped to over $100 a bar-
rel. But despite the threat of an
escalation of tensions in the Mid-
dle East and attacks on Red Sea
shipping, oil markets have yet to
see such moves this time around.

Oil prices spiked last month
following US-led strikes on
Houthi targets in Yemen in re-
sponse to repeated attacks on
commercial ships in the Red Sea.
Crude prices have been volatile
as Wall Street assesses the path
for interest rates, the US dollar
and geopolitical strife. 

Still, oil prices remain well off
their 2022 highs. West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) crude futures,
the US benchmark for oil, settled
at $77.59 a barrel on Friday,
while international benchmark
Brent crude futures settled at
$82.86 a barrel. 

According to a CNN analysis
report, one factor that could be
keeping the cap on oil prices is
waning demand. A new monthly

report from the International En-
ergy Agency released Thursday
forecasts that growth in global
demand will slow to 1.2mn bar-
rels per day in 2024 from 2.3mn
bpd in 2023. That comes after

demand growth fell to 1.8mn bpd
during the fourth quarter of 2023
from 2.8mn bpd the prior quar-
ter. 

“Global oil demand growth is
losing momentum,” IEA said in

its February report as reported
by CNN. “The expansive post-
pandemic growth phase in global
oil demand has largely run its
course.”

For some economies, how-

ever, that period of growth was
lackluster. China’s economy was
supposed to have a blockbuster
recovery in 2023 after shuttering
during the Covid pandemic. In-
stead, a property crisis, weak
spending and high youth unem-
ployment have caused it to stall
out, and some economists be-
lieve the country could face
decades of stagnation.

Other nations are facing eco-
nomic downturns. The United
Kingdom has entered recession
after the country’s gross domes-
tic product fell 0.3% during the
final quarter of 2023, following a
0.1% decline in the prior quarter.
A recession is commonly defined
as two back-to-back quarters of
GDP contraction but can also be
characterized by other factors
like high unemployment.

Japan also fell into recession
unexpectedly after weak domes-
tic consumption caused its GDP
to fall for a second consecutive
quarter. That was enough for
Japan to lose its spot as the third-

largest economy in the world,
falling behind Germany. 

While the US economy has
stayed strong through the Fed-
eral Reserve’s punishing pace of
rate hikes, some investors and
economists warn that it could
slip into recession later this year
as Americans get squeezed by
high rates and their pandemic
savings dwindle. 

While global oil demand
growth is slowing, supply has
stayed relatively strong, poten-
tially putting further downward
pressure on oil prices. The US
was expected to have produced
13.3mn bpd of crude and con-
densate in the fourth quarter of
2023, more than any country in
history, as per the CNN report.

In addition, some key OPEC+
countries produced more oil in
January than their targeted out-
put. Iraq pumped 230,000 more
barrels and the United Arab Emi-
rates produced 300,000 more
barrels, according to the IEA re-
port.

Washington, US – Foreign
holders of US Treasury Se-
curities climbed to record-
high of more than $8tn in
December 2023, according
to Federal Reserve data.

The grand total came in
at $8.056tn, which is an in-
crease of 3.2% from
$7.808tn in November last
year.

Annually, the figure was
a gain of 10.5% from
$7.29tn recorded in De-
cember 2022.

In December last year,
Japan was the biggest for-
eign holder of US Treasury
Securities with $1.138tn, ac-
cording to the Fed data.

It was followed by China
with more than $816bn and
the United Kingdom with
almost $754bn.
Agencies

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Khalifa Eco-
nomic Zones Abu Dhabi (KEZAD
Group), the largest operator of
integrated and purpose-built eco-
nomic zones, and UAE-based
Titan Lithium have announced
the signing of a 50-year land
lease agreement for the estab-
lishment of a state-of-the-art
lithium processing plant in Khalifa
Industrial Area.

To be developed in three
stages with AED5bn in invest-
ment by Titan Lithium, the plant
will produce battery-grade
lithium carbonate and lithium hy-
droxide for battery makers and
electric vehicle OEMs around the
world. Spanning over 290,000
square metres, the plant repre-
sents a critical turning point in the
UAE’s development as a key
force in the worldwide lithium
processing market.

It also reinforces AD Ports
Group strategy to be involved
across the entire supply chain in
the automotive industry with
end-to-end logistics solutions,
from the factory to the end cus-
tomer.

Once established, the plant
will be importing approximately
150,000 tonnes of Lithium annu-
ally from its mines in Zimbabwe
for processing through the adja-
cent Khalifa Port. This is a clear
illustration of AD Ports Group
symbiotic ecosystem built in Abu
Dhabi, whereby the whole
ecosystem benefits through rev-
enue synergies from a significant
development for one of the five

vertically integrated clusters. 
In a press release, Mohamed

al Khadar al Ahmed, CEO of
KEZAD Group, said, “The estab-
lishment of the lithium process-
ing plant aligns with the UAE’s
broader goals of innovation and
sustainable development, as well
as KEZAD Group’s goals for sus-
tainable development. It is an ex-
tension of synergies announced
during COP28 in the UAE, and
the vision of the leadership of the
country.

“We welcome Titan Lithium
Industries to KEZAD, and look
forward to the project’s signifi-
cant contribution to the UAE’s
strategic vision of diversifying its
economy and reinforcing its po-
sition in the global market.”

Vaibhav Jain, Founder and
President of Titan Lithium Indus-
tries Ltd, said, “Our facility in
KEZAD is not just an investment
in the future of Abu Dhabi and
Titan Lithium Industries, but a
stride towards a sustainable and
better future for the world.

Lithium is the new oil, and
through this project, we are po-
sitioning the UAE, and specifi-
cally Abu Dhabi, as a pivotal hub
in the lithium processing do-
main.”

The proposed plant will use
state-of-the-art technologies
and the best sustainable prac-
tices in its operations, ensuring
the highest level of environmen-
tal responsibility while driving
forward the global electric vehi-
cle revolution.

Availability of processed
Lithium is crucial for the manu-
facturing of battery packs used in
electric vehicles, a rapidly grow-
ing sector in the global push for
sustainable energy solutions.

The UAE, as a part of its com-
mitment to achieving the net-
zero emissions target, has
announced that it will increase
the share of electric and hybrid
vehicles to 50 percent of all sold
vehicles by 2050, thereby boost-
ing demand for battery materials
in the country.

UAE’s Titan Lithium to 
set up AED5bn plant 

Beijing, China – China's current
account surplus amounted to
$264.2bn in 2023, the country's
foreign exchange regulator said
on Sunday.

The current account surplus
to GDP ratio was 1.5% last year,
which is within a reasonable and
balanced range, according to the
State Administration of Foreign
Exchange.

The surplus under trade in
goods came in at $608bn last
year, the second highest level in
the history, data released by the

administration shows.
China's foreign trade has ex-

panded quarter by quarter
thanks to the economic recovery
trend, underpinning a relatively
large current account plus, said
Wang Chunying, spokesperson
for the administration.

The tourism and transporta-
tion sectors again registered
major deficits, with the shortfall
in the tourism sector coming in
at $180.6bn, data shows.

In terms of capital, foreign in-
vestment in China saw a general

net inflow and overseas invest-
ment in the domestic securities
market improved, indicating the
strong willingness of foreign in-
vestors to do business in China
and allocate RMB assets.

Looking ahead for 2024,
Wang said that with the im-
provement of both its internal
and external environments,
China has the foundation and
conditions to maintain basic
equilibrium in the balance of pay-
ments.
Xinhua

China post $264bn current
account surplus in 2023

US producer inflation in January rises 0.9%
Washington, US – US producer
inflation in January rose 0.9%
annually and 0.3% on a monthly
basis, as both figures came
above market estimates, accord-
ing to official figures.

The producer price index
(PPI), which measures changes

in the price of goods and services
from a producer perspective,
was expected to show an annual
gain of 0.6%. 

The annual figure for Decem-
ber remained unchanged at a 1%
increase.

"The index for final demand

services moved up 0.6 percent in
January, the largest increase
since rising 0.8 percent in July
2023," the US Labor Department
said in a statement. 

"In January, most of the ad-
vance is attributable to prices for
final demand services less trade,

transportation, and warehousing,
which climbed 0.8 percent," it
added.

On a monthly basis, the PPI
increased 0.3% in January,
above the market expectation of
a 0.1% gain, following a decline
of 0.1% in December.

Foreign holding
of US Treasuries
climbs to $8tn

Why oil prices are not soaring
despite Middle East tensions

One factor that could be keeping the cap on oil prices
is waning demand. The IEA forecasts that growth in
global demand will slow to 1.2mn barrels per day in
2024 from 2.3mn in 2023



Dedicated to bolstering the
sports and tourism industries in
the Sultanate of Oman, Oman In-
ternational Development and In-
vestment Company ‘Ominvest’,
orchestrated the Oman Omin-
vest Masters Golf Tournament
on February 16-17 in the La Vie
Club at Muscat Hills, Madinat
Al  Irfan. 

The closing ceremony was at-
tended by H H Azzan bin Qais al
Saeed, Abdulaziz Mohammed al
Balushi, Group CEO of Ominvest,
CEOs of the group's companies,
and a number of amateurs 
and concerned parties, a press
release said.

The event drew 60 golfers
from the GCC countries, featur-
ing participation from national
teams of the Sultanate of Oman,

as well as teams from the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia, the State of
Qatar, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates.

H H Saeed and Balushi pre-
sented the award to the Saudi
player Khalid al Attiyah, who se-
cured the championship title.

The Oman Ominvest Mas-
ters Golf Tournament, recog-
nised as the largest amateur
golf event in the Sultanate of
Oman, showcased the consid-
erable potential within the
sports and tourism sectors in
the country.

Balushi stated that the tour-
nament played a role in advanc-
ing the opportunities within the
Sultanate of Oman to support
and foster the sport of golf. It
also aimed to inspire talented

individuals and amateurs to en-
hance their skills.

In a media announcement,
he expressed, "LA VIE Club, an
investment of Ominvest, fea-
tures mountainous terrain, lush
greenery, and panoramic views
of the Sea of Oman. This en-
hances the Sultanate of Oman's
standing in the realm of golf
both regionally and globally."

Attiyah, the Champion of the
Tournament, expressed his de-
light of the participation in
Oman’s Masters Golf Tourna-
ment. He indicated that the
tournament was successful
from the organisational and
competitive point of view and
witnessed a great participation
of professional and distin-
guished players, applauding the

organizers ' great efforts.
“Oman stands out with its

global stadiums and the well-
organised tournaments it hosts,
drawing in a significant number
of international events. I've
taken part in several of these
tournaments, and there's con-
siderable enthusiasm for the
game in Oman.” he added.

Al Attiyah commended the
Saudi Arabian Golf Federation
for its substantial support to
Saudi players and their active
involvement in the tournament.
He emphasised the remarkable
growth of the game in the Gulf
region, attributing it to the
heightened interest, leading to
the emergence of players, train-
ing programs, and officiating
teams.
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Al Madina Insurance Company
(Al Madina Takaful), one of
Oman’s leading Insurance com-
panies and the first Takaful
provider, has recently received
the 'Best General Takaful
Provider Oman 2023' honour at
the prestigious UK-based
Global Banking & Finance
Awards 2023.

The Global Banking and Fi-
nance Awards are highly re-
garded in the financial sector.
Renowned for recognising ex-
cellence and innovation in the
global financial sector, the 13th
edition of the Global Banking
and Finance Awards acknowl-
edged Al Madina Takaful's out-
standing contributions to the
Insurance industry and to its
customers, a press release said.

Al Madina Takaful's win is
attributed to its exceptional
performance in various aspects
of the Insurance industry. The
company offers a comprehen-
sive range of Sharia’a-compliant
insurance products to both, re-
tail and corporate, clients. Its
wide product portfolio includes
General, Life, and Health Taka-
ful products, covering areas
such as Motor, Travel, Home,
Domestic workers, Pleasure
craft, Fire, Engineering, Energy,
Aviation, Liability, General acci-
dent, Marine cargo Insurance
products, served through an ex-
tensive network of branches,
kiosks, and agencies.

Al Madina Takaful distin-
guishes itself through profes-
sionalism, integrity, exceptional

services and commitment to its
customers and all the stake-
holders.

Usama al Barwani, CEO of Al
Madina Takaful, stated, "This
prestigious award is a testa-
ment to our unwavering com-
mitment to excellence,
innovation and sustainability in
the insurance industry. We are
proud to be recognised for our
dedication to providing top-
notch insurance solutions to our
valued customers."

Deputy CEO, Shakaib Mah-
mood, said, "Receiving the 'Best
General Takaful Provider
Oman' award is a reflection of
the collective effort of our entire
team. It motivates us to con-
tinue striving for excellence and
delivering superior services.”

After successfully completing a
year of community service, Dr
Yasmin Al Bulushi has an-
nounced her decision to step
down as the chairperson of the
award-winning community
knowledge platform - Knowl-
edge Oman, effective February
18. 

In a heartfelt message shared
on various social media plat-
forms, Dr Yasmin expressed her
appreciation and gratitude to
Knowledge Oman’s founder and
leadership team for the opportu-
nity given to serve the platform
and for the support rendered
throughout her tenure, a press
release said.

“I am immensely grateful to
have had the opportunity to
serve in this role and to be a part
of impactful initiatives led by
Knowledge Oman. The experi-
ence has been nothing short of
transformative. I leave with a
heart full of gratitude and mem-
ories that will last a lifetime.
Thank you for entrusting me with
this responsibility and for the in-
valuable learning experience it
has been.”

Knowledge Oman founder,
Tariq Hilal al Barwani, at a team

gathering, honoured Dr Yasmin
al Bulushi with a community
recognition trophy for her contri-
bution to the development of the
platform. “We extend our sin-
cere appreciation to Dr Yasmin
for her valuable contribution to
supporting the development of

our community initiatives. We
wish Dr Yasmin the very best in
her future endeavours,” he said.

Knowledge Oman leadership
team will be announcing new di-
rection, plans and projects during
its up-coming 16th year Anniver-
sary in April 2024.

Liva Insurance has announced
its sponsorship for the highly an-
ticipated Oman Ominvest Mas-
ters 2024 event as a gold
sponsor. 

Organised by Oman Interna-
tional Development and Invest-
ment Company (Ominvest), the
event is an ideal opportunity to
promote the Sultanate of Oman
as an international sporting des-
tination on the global map, a
press release said.

The premier golf tournament
was scheduled for February 16-17
at LA VIE Club, a brand new
mixed-use development project
located in the heart of Muscat.

The club has18-hole golf courses,
and this tournament marks its
first major competition. 

The event aims to attract golf-
ing amateurs from across the
GCC with a unique opportunity
to compete for a coveted spot in
the International Series that will
be held at Al Mouj Golf Club next
week.

Hanaa al Hinai, CEO of Liva
Insurance Oman, said, “Stem-
ming from our firm belief in the
importance of enriching the local
communities, we proactively en-
deavour to support initiatives
and activities that serve the na-
tional agenda of the country. In

the light of the growing sports
industry in Oman, the tourna-
ment presents a unique oppor-
tunity to enhance the nation’s
position as an international des-
tination for global sports, partic-
ularly golf tournaments.

“Liva Insurance is privileged
to sponsor this premier event,
anticipating the participation of
prominent golf professionals and
amateurs from across the world.
The company is committed to
provide the necessary support
for such activities to enhance the
golfing sport's popularity and
encourage its practice among
various sections of society.”

Dr Yasmin leaves Knowledge Oman

Liva sponsors Ominvest Masters 2024 

Ominvest Masters Golf underscores
potential of sports in Oman

Al Madina named
Best General
Takaful Provider 



The Ministry of Education (MoE),
represented by the Department
of Innovation and Scientific
Olympiads, is holding, for two
days, the National Informatics
Olympiad at the Arab Open Uni-
versity. 

The Olympiad is implemented
by the Programming Academy
and is targeting 52 students from
educational directorates from
various governorates in the Sul-
tanate of Oman. During the two-
days Olympiad, students
compete on procedural program-
ming skills and designing algo-
rithms, a press release said.

The National Olympiad in In-
formatics Competition is consid-
ered the national version in the
Sultanate of Oman of the Interna-
tional Olympiad in Informatics
Competition, which is held across

the world in more than 90 coun-
tries. The idea of the competition
is that general education schools
compete in solving a set of real-
life problems that require the de-
sign of computer algorithms to be
applied as computer programs
during the competition sessions

using one of the high-level pro-
gramming languages.

Dr Mohammed al Badawi,
CEO of the Programming
Academy, said, “At the end of the
first training period, the qualifying
competition was held from which
52 participants qualified for the

finals of the National Olympiad,
which began yesterday, and its
activities conclude today. The
Olympiad finals are held in two
sessions, each of which continues
from 3 to 5 continuous hours, so
that the contestants are given the
same number of questions, vary-

ing in their levels.
“The contestants must solve

the largest number of questions
within the period specified for
each Olympiad session, so that at
the end of the competition the re-
sults of the two sessions are col-
lected for each contestant, and
thus the contestants are ranked
based on the highest points.”

Al Qassim al Maamari, Scien-
tific Olympiad specialist at the
Department of Innovation and
Scientific Olympiads, said, “The
National Informatics Olympiad is
concerned with modern pro-
gramming languages that help
the student in developing logical
thinking skills and problem solv-
ing. It also helps in transforming
the student from a mere con-
sumer of technology into an 
effective producer.
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MoE implements National
Olympiad in Informatics 

Over time, transportation has
become an integral part of our
daily lives, among these taxi-
hailing applications, which have
recently gained significant im-
portance in the arena. One of
the prominent such applica-
tions in Oman is Otaxi.

Established in 2018 as a ride-
hailing application, Otaxi has
achieved great success and

gained its user's trust by provid-
ing a variety of services that
meet their needs. Its services
include: the economy taxi, the
Ofemale taxi, the van, the pre-
mium, and luxury car services, a
press release said.

Thanks to the accuracy and
quick service, along with its
availability 24x7 and the diver-
sity of services it provides,

Otaxi has been able to gain
popularity in Oman. It has be-
come the preferred choice for
many passengers seeking a
comfortable and reliable trans-
portation experience.

Otaxi always seeks continu-
ous development and improve-
ment, considering it as a
cornerstone to achieve its goals
and vision of providing a better

experience for its users. In this
context, Otaxi has launched an
enhanced version of its applica-
tion, which is a strategic step
reflecting the company's com-
mitment to providing the best
technological solutions for its
guests.

Aimed to improve and en-
hance the customer experience
and facilitate ordering a taxi

process smoothly and effec-
tively, this enhanced version in-
cludes new features and
technological improvements
that make using the application
more convenient and easier.
This reflects Otaxi's ongoing
commitment to meet its guests'
needs and aspirations and con-
tinually strive for excellence in
service.

The fifth edition of the Manch-
ester City Abu Dhabi Cup kicked
off at Zayed Sports City on Sat-
urday, with over 2,200 players
playing the §game in an interna-
tional football festival in the
UAE.

As the region’s youth football
tournament of choice, 166 teams
from 12 countries, including
Oman, took to the pitch for the
opening fixtures of the cup, with
an exciting finals day set to con-
clude the record-breaking edition
of the competition on Sunday, a
press release said.

Away from the action, players
and fans from around the world
enjoyed the thrilling activities in
City Village, with the BIG FIVE
from Manchester City’s success
on the pitch in 2023 returning to
the UAE, with the iconic Treble
on display at Zayed Sports City.

The City Village was packed
with entertainment for all the
family, with live music, immer-
sive experiences from Puma,
Aldar and Experience Abu Dhabi
while special appearances from
club mascots, Moonbeam and

Moonchester brought a festive,
fun atmosphere to the tourna-
ment on the opening day.

Launched in 2017, the Abu
Dhabi Cup is a youth football
tournament held by Manchester
City FC, supported by the Abu
Dhabi Sports Council and the
Department of Culture of
Tourism, that welcomes players
from all over the globe and of all
abilities to Abu Dhabi, with the
aim of developing and inspiring
youngsters.

The 2024 edition sees the ex-
pansion of the tournament with
over 160 teams from 12 nations
competing in the event, including
over 40 international teams.

Otaxi launches enhanced new version of app

166 teams participate 
in MC Abu Dhabi Cup
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Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - The
37th ordinary session of the
African Union (AU) assembly of
the heads of state and govern-
ment opened on Saturday, with
a call to increase efforts to im-
prove the state of education in
Africa and fast-track the realisa-
tion of Africa’s development en-
deavours.

The two-day meeting, com-
prising African leaders from AU
member states, is held under the
AU’s theme of the year for
2024, ‘Educate an African fit for
the 21st Century: Building re-
silient education systems for in-
creased access to inclusive,
lifelong, quality and relevant
learning in Africa’, at the AU
headquarters in Addis Ababa,
the capital of Ethiopia. 

As Africa puts a spotlight on
education in 2024, the summit
convened on how to enhance
education and skills to meet the
continental vision and market
needs, and further deliberated
on the progress, challenges and
prospects of the continent’s
overall development. 

Addressing the opening ses-
sion, Azali Assoumani, president
of the Comoros and chairperson
of the AU, highlighted the crucial
need for increased efforts to
promote continental stability
and development. “With partic-
ular interest in the promotion
and preservation of peace and
security on our dear continent,
this shared security concern has
guided all our activities during
our term. 

“The peacefulness of our
continent remains the very basis
of realising our vision by 2063
for a united and prosperous
Africa,” Assoumani said.

Chairperson of the AU Com-
mission Moussa Faki Mahamat

echoed the sentiment, as he un-
derscored the need for AU
member states to collectively
tackle incessant challenges that
are jeopardising Africa’s devel-
opment aspirations.

“Our main challenges have

not diminished in importance.
Peace, political and institutional
instability, climate change,
deficits in economic gover-
nance, poverty, marginalisation
of women and youths in devel-
opment and leadership pro-

cesses in our political and social
system, remain our main
sources of concern,” Faki said.

The AU commission chief,
however, said despite chal-
lenges, the African continent
has made progress in various
sectors, including continental in-
tegration, and boosting the
African common position on the
global arena, among others.

Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed, on his part, under-
scored the need to realise strong
regional and continental plat-

forms, where national develop-
ment challenges from geograph-
ical, logistics and security
perspectives are taken into ac-
count.

He further called for advanc-
ing Africa’s socio-economic and
infrastructure integration to
fast-track the realisation of key
development ambitions.

“Increasing infrastructure
connectivity between our coun-
tries, by building roads, airports,
and ports, rail networks,
pipelines, and communication

networks, will link communities,
increase trade, and enable eco-
nomic integration,” Ahmed said.

As part of the two-day sum-
mit, African leaders are ex-
pected to deliberate on
continental issues, ranging from
regional peace and security to
continental development, the
reform of the AU, and Africa’s
increased presence on the inter-
national stage, as well as boost-
ing the continent’s
socio-economic and infrastruc-
ture integration.

Brazil to engage
more with Africa
Meanwhile, Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said
that Brazil will engage more
with Africa, urging the two
sides to contribute more for a
fairer world. The president
made the call at the opening of
the AU session in Addis Ababa
on Saturday.

Lula said as the president of
Brazil, he will reiterate the 
closest ties with Africa and 
consolidate cooperation with
the countries of the continent.
“As Africa is an important 
part of the world, especially 
to the Global South, it is vital 
to build inclusive social 
projects for a prosperous 
society that is free, democratic,
and sovereign.”

Noting that the new multipo-
larity is the best approach for
the 21st century, the Brazilian
president highlighted that the
BRICS will play a key role in
helping emerging countries to
prosper.

“There is undeniable
progress in the BRICS alliance in
networking emerging countries
and addressing global crises,
particularly those that dispro-
portionately affect the poorest
and migrants,” Lula said.

He urged African leaders to
strengthen cooperation be-
tween Africa and Brazil in vari-
ous fields to achieve mutual
progress and address global
challenges.

The Brazilian leader also said
Africans and Brazilians need to
forge their own path in the
emerging international order
and create a new global gover-
nance system to tackle contem-
porary challenges.
Xinhua

Education in spotlight at 37th AU summit

A view of the 37th ordinary session of the African Union (AU) assembly of the heads of state and government in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Saturday (Xinhua)

The peacefulness of our continent
remains the very basis of realising
our vision by 2063 for a united and
prosperous Africa 
AZALI ASSOUMANI

Mogadishu, Somalia - Two
Cuban doctors held captive by
the Somali-based terrorist group
Al-Shabaab were killed in a US
airstrike, the militant outfit
claimed on Saturday.

The Al-Qaeda-affiliated terror
group claimed in a Telegram
statement that the doctors were
killed in a US air raid in Somalia’s
southern state of Jubaland on
Thursday. “The aerial bombard-
ment which began at around
12:10am targeted a house in Jilib,
killing Assel Herrera and Landy
Rodriguez,” the statement said.

The terrorist group blamed
the US for ‘deliberately targeting
the prisoners for several years
and have conducted strikes’ in at
least two locations before Thurs-
day’s airstrike in Jilib town.

“We neither confirm nor deny
the terrorist group’s claims,” a
local official told Anadolu over
the phone, requesting anonymity
because he was not authorised
to speak to the media.

On April 12, 2019, the Al-
Shabaab terrorists kidnapped the
Cuban doctors while on their
way to work in Kenya’s north-

eastern province, killing one of
their bodyguards in the process.

Meanwhile, the Somali De-
fence Ministry said on Saturday
that 15 Al-Shabaab terrorists
were killed and 20 others were
injured during national army
aerial operations in Lower Sha-
belle and Galguduud provinces.
Anadolu Agency

Two Cuban doctors held hostage
by Al-Shabaab terrorists killed

Damascus, Syria - Syria’s culture
ministry announced on Saturday
the reopening of the historic
citadel of Aleppo to visitors fol-
lowing the completion of initial
restoration work on damage sus-
tained during the major earth-
quakes in February of last year.

In a statement, the ministry
announced the completion of the
first and second phases of the
restoration, reinforcement, and
rehabilitation of the southern
tower of the citadel’s entrance.
The area was significantly af-
fected by the major earthquakes
in February 2023 and subse-
quent aftershocks that shook
Turkey and Syria.

The ministry stated that after
it was alerted to the danger of
cracks and fissures that appeared

in the structure of the entrance
following the earthquakes, visits
to the castle were suspended as
a precaution against any serious
repercussions on the citadel and

visitors.
It noted that detailed tests

conducted by the General Direc-
torate of Antiquities and Muse-
ums, in cooperation with a

mission from the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO)
that visited Aleppo, revealed a
movement in the entrance that

concentrated in the supporting
pillars of the bridge leading to the
southern tower. The ministry as-
sured the public that the citadel
has reopened to visitors following
the necessary restoration work,
noting that rehabilitation of the
remaining parts of the citadel will
begin soon.

The Aleppo Citadel, a historic
fortress in Syria dating back to
the 3rd millennium BC, has been
occupied by various civilisations
and undergone significant dam-
age and reconstruction through-
out history. After it was damaged
during the Syrian Civil War, ef-
forts are ongoing to restore and
preserve the structure, which is
part of the ancient city of Aleppo,
a UNESCO world heritage site.
Xinhua

Historic citadel in Syria’s Aleppo reopens to visitors

A view from the historic citadel of Aleppo in Syria (Xinhua)

Ankara, Turkey - Ahead of a cru-
cial UK court hearing next week,
WikiLeaks founder Julian As-
sange’s wife sees dim chances for
her husband to succeed in his
last-ditch attempt to stop his ex-
tradition to the US.

In an interview with Australian
broadcaster SBS News on Sun-
day, Assange’s wife and lawyer,
Stella Assange, said she doesn’t
have hope ‘this will go our way’.

The High Court in London is
set to begin a two-day hearing on
Tuesday to decide Assange’s fate,
and if the judges reject his appli-
cation, he will have exhausted his
legal options in Britain.

Assange has been fighting ex-
tradition from Britain to the US,
where he is wanted on espionage
charges.

“I don’t have hope that this will
go our way. And even if it were to

go our way - meaning he’d have
leave to appeal and have his ar-
guments heard in full - then it
would mean Julian continues in
prison,” said the lawyer.

If Assange loses his appeal,
then he can file an appeal with
the European Court of Human
Rights to prevent his extradition
to the US.

However, his legal team fears
that the British government could
try to put him on a plane before
that can happen.

“It’s now a matter of life and
death for my husband,” Assange
added.

“Julian will be put in a hole if he
is extradited, there is no doubt
about that,” she said. “He will be

put in a hole so far and deep in
the ground that I don’t think I’ll
ever see him again.”

Julian Assange, an Australian
citizen, is being held in the UK,
where authorities authorised his
extradition to the US last year. He
is wanted for his alleged role in
espionage and the dissemination
of classified US military informa-
tion.

The US Justice Department la-
belled Assange’s actions part of
the ‘largest compromises of clas-
sified information in the history of
the United States’.

He has been on remand for
about four years at Belmarsh
Prison after spending seven years
in the Ecuadorian Embassy in
London, where he initially sought
diplomatic asylum from Swedish
authorities.
Anadolu Agency

‘Assange likely to be extradited’

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange’s wife and lawyer, Stella Assange

Summit convened on how to enhance education and skills to meet continental vision and market needs

Bangkok, Thailand - Thai-
land’s convicted former
prime minister Thaksin Shi-
nawatra was released on pa-
role on Sunday, six months
after his return to the country
from self-exile.

Xinhua reporters observed
that a car carrying Thaksin
left a police hospital in
Bangkok at 6:06am local time
(2306 GMT) on Sunday,
where he received medical
treatment and served six
months of his one-year prison
sentence.

Thai Prime Minister Sret-
tha Thavisin previously said
that the release on parole of
Thaksin was in line with the

law.
According to the country’s

Justice Ministry, the 74-year-
old former prime minister is
among the 930 inmates ap-
proved for parole this month.
He is eligible for parole as he
is over 70 years old and suf-
fers from a serious illness.

Thaksin ended his exile of
over 15 years and returned to
Thailand in August last year,
but was soon detained and
faced an eight-year prison
sentence on several charges.
However, shortly after his re-
turn, he was transferred from
a Bangkok prison to a hospital
due to health concerns.
Xinhua

Jailed ex-Thai prime minister
Thaksin released on parole



Belgrade, Serbia - The leaders
of three Western Balkan states,
North Macedonia, Albania, and
Montenegro, have expressed a
desire for their countries to join
the EU by 2028.

North Macedonian President
Stevo Pendarovski said at the
Munich Security Conference on
Saturday that his country is the
only one in the world to change
its name to join the bloc.

“We have been waiting for 17
years to solve the legendary
name dispute with Greece.
When we solved the issue, the
international community sup-
ported us, (allowing) us to be-
come a member of NATO. But
we are still not fully aligned with
the full accession of the Euro-
pean Union,” Pendarovski said
at the annual meeting that holds

high-level debates on pressing
global security challenges. He
said if the EU does not change a
key decision-making mecha-
nism, no one will be allowed to
enter the bloc for years.

“I hope that we will get into
the European Union within the
next four to five years,” Pen-
darovski said, adding that if the
EU does not change the key de-
cision-making process and ev-
eryone says ‘yes’, no one will
join the union for a decade.

Albanian Prime Minister Edi
Rama said at the conference
that his country wishes to begin
accession talks so that it can
prepare for membership.

Rama said his country is not
requesting EU membership, but
rather that accession talks
begin, and that his government

has no specific date in mind, but
wants to know the require-
ments for negotiations.

“Negotiations are the most
incredibly productive know-
how transfer that a country can

get in this plant to become a
functioning state with func-
tional institutions. So give us
this option. So we can make our
countries member states,” he
added.

Albania was granted EU can-
didate status in 2014. The EU
held its first intergovernmental
conference with Albania in July
2022.

Montenegro’s President

Jakov Milatovic, on the occa-
sion, said his country’s agenda
is ambitious and full of EU inte-
gration, with the goal of joining
the bloc by 2028.

“The agenda is ambitious,
the agenda is pro-European,
with the aim to have the country
into the European Union by
2028 and to become the 28th
member state,” he said.

On July 1, 2013, Croatia
joined the EU as the first of
seven countries in the region,
while Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, and Serbia
have candidate country status.

Negotiations with Albania
and North Macedonia began in
July 2022, and Kosovo submit-
ted its application for EU mem-
bership in December 2022,

according to the EU parliament.
The 60th Munich Security

Conference concluded on Sun-
day, with three days of events
and debates focused on inter-
national conflicts, including
Gaza and Ukraine.

This year’s conference drew
about 50 world leaders and 100
ministers, including US Vice
President Kamala Harris, Is-
rael’s President Isaac Herzog,
Palestinian Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Shtayyeh, EU’s For-
eign Policy Chief Josep Borrell,
and Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi. Organisers of the Mu-
nich Security Conference did
not invite official representa-
tives from Russia, Iran, and
North Korea to this year’s gath-
ering.
Anadolu Agency

Ankara, Turkey - Palestine’s
prime minister on Sunday called
for a deal to take place between
the Palestinian resistance and Is-
rael ‘as soon as possible’.

Speaking at Germany’s Mu-
nich Security Conference, Mo-
hammad Shtayyeh said: “All our
eyes are focused on the suffering
of the Palestinians both in Gaza
and the West Bank,” adding:
“What is needed immediately is
a ceasefire, and even more, to
allow international aid into Gaza.”

He stressed: “We would like
to see the release of all the
hostages and we would like to
see a deal … in the making as
soon as possible because every
single day that is delayed, it
means more killings, it means
more sufferings and it means
more disaster for the people.”

“We need to move from talk-
ing about a two-state solution
into implementing it,” he said.

“We should not allow the cir-
cle of violence to repeat itself,” he
added.

The Munich Security Confer-
ence is concluding on Sunday
with leaders’ speeches and high-
level talks on security challenges
around the world, especially con-
cerning the war in Ukraine and Is-
raeli attacks on the Gaza Strip.

Gaza death toll 
climbs to 28,985
At least 127 Palestinians were
killed and 205 others injured in
the last 24 hours as Israel contin-
ues its onslaught on the besieged
Gaza Strip, the Palestinian Health
Ministry said on Sunday.

“The Israeli occupation com-
mitted 13 massacres against fam-
ilies in the Gaza Strip, leaving 127
martyrs and 205 injured during
the past 24 hours,” the ministry
said in a statement.

“Many people are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads as
rescuers are unable to reach
them,” the statement said.

Flouting the International
Court of Justice’s provisional rul-
ing, Israel continues its onslaught

on the Gaza Strip where at least
28,985 Palestinians have been
killed, mostly women and chil-
dren, and 68,883 injured since
October 7, according to Pales-
tinian health authorities.

Israel has pounded the Gaza
Strip since the cross-border at-
tack by Hamas, which Tel Aviv
says killed nearly 1,200 people.

The Israeli offensive has left
85 per cent of Gaza’s population
internally displaced amid acute
shortages of food, clean water,
and medicine, while 60 per cent
of the enclave’s infrastructure
was damaged or destroyed, ac-
cording to the UN.

WHO chief 
voices concerns
The head of the World Health
Organization on Sunday voiced
grave concerns over the deterio-
rating situation at a hospital in the
southern Gaza Strip city of Khan
Younis, stressing the urgent need

for access to patients and medi-
cal facilities.

“Nasser hospital in Gaza is not
functional anymore, after a week-
long siege followed by the ongo-
ing raid,” Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus wrote on X.

Despite concerted efforts by a
WHO team and its partners, ac-
cess to the hospital for assessing
patients and critical medical
needs was denied, he underlined.

“Both yesterday and the day
before, the WHO team was not
permitted to enter the hospital to
assess the conditions of the pa-
tients and critical medical needs,
despite reaching the hospital
compound to deliver fuel along-
side partners,” he said.

According to Tedros, nearly
200 patients still remain within
the hospital, with at least 20
needing immediate referral to
other healthcare facilities ‘to re-
ceive health care; medical referral
is every patient’s right’.

“The cost of delays will be paid
by patients’ lives. Access to the
patients and hospital should be
facilitated,” he urged.

The Palestinian Health Min-
istry on Friday said at least five
patients died at the hospital due
to a power outage after the Israeli
army raided the facility.

The Israeli army on Thursday
stormed the hospital, forcing ev-
eryone inside to evacuate and
flee for their lives. Yet a small
medical team stayed inside to
take care of patients in critical
condition, who were all held in
one building of the hospital by the
Israeli army amid a lack of basic
needs. Since January 22, Khan
Younis has witnessed a massive
Israeli ground invasion, forcing
tens of thousands of the city’s
residents to flee.
Anadolu Agency

Mohammad
Shtayyeh was
speaking at
Germany’s
Munich
Security
Conference
on Sunday

Palestine Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh

Oviedo, Spain - An Israeli offen-
sive on the southern Gaza Strip
city of Rafah is ‘unacceptable be-
cause Palestinians have nowhere
to go’ Canada’s foreign minister
said on Sunday.

“We believe in the right of Is-
rael to exist … We also have a for-
eign policy all about human
security … And the protection of
civilians has been at the core of
everything we’ve been doing,”
Melanie Joly said during a panel
discussion at Germany’s Munich
Security Conference.

“I believe that every single
civilian life – Israeli and Pales-
tinian – is equal. This conflict has
had proportions that are unac-

ceptable,” she later added.
Some 1.5mn Palestinians pre-

viously displaced by Israel’s of-
fensive on Gaza are holed up in
Rafah, seeking refuge from hos-
tilities that have laid waste to
wide swathes of Palestinian terri-
tory. Israel’s reported plans for an
offensive on the city have
sounded international alarm
bells, with many countries urging
restraint or cancelation of the op-
eration.

Discussing the Palestinian and
Israeli situation with her Spanish
and Jordanian counterparts, as
well as with a former Israeli for-
eign minister, Joly outlined
Canada’s vision for a lasting

peace.
First, she said: “We need an Is-

raeli government that is willing to

talk about a two-state solution.”
At the same time, she said

Arab nations must normalise

diplomatic ties with Israel, which
would include a security deal be-
tween Israel and Saudi Arabia.

“We could have a very differ-
ent Munich Security Conference
next year. But time is of the
essence; we only have a couple of
months,” she said. “(Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu
cannot just continue to wage his
war.”

Joly added that it is important
to ‘put pressure’ on Netanyahu
and to differentiate between his
government and the nation of Is-
rael. In the short term, she said
what is needed is a hostage deal
and the entrance of humanitarian
aid in Gaza to build political mo-

mentum, as she said ‘good danc-
ing partners’ are currently lack-
ing.

During the conversation,
Spanish Foreign Minister Jose
Manuel disagreed slightly, saying
the what is needed immediately
is a permanent cease-fire as well
as a release of hostages.

And he said what is needed
‘for tomorrow, not the day after
tomorrow, is a Palestinian state’.

Albares defined Spain’s vision
for a viable Palestinian state as
‘Gaza and the West Bank, under
one single Palestinian authority,
connected by a corridor with an
exit to the sea and with its capital
in East Jerusalem’.

His description received nods
of agreement from Joly but was
contested by former Israeli For-
eign Minister Tzipi Livni, who said
the corridor did not exist in 1967
and that the situation is ‘more
complex’ than the ‘slogans that
some are using’.

Albares added that Israel is a
‘friend to Spain’ but said his gov-
ernment will not ‘lower its voice
in the defense of Palestinian citi-
zens’. “I don’t see any political vi-
sion behind all this violence,” he
added, saying the Palestinian
people’s hopes for a realistic
state are ‘completely interlinked’
with Israeli security.
Anadolu Agency

Israel’s Rafah offensive is unacceptable, says Canada

Western Balkan leaders reiterate desire for EU membership by 2028

Palestine PM calls for deal to
implement 2-state solution

Istanbul, Turkey - Egypt an-
nounced on Saturday that it is
beginning to establish a logis-
tics centre in Rafah to facilitate
humanitarian aid to the Gaza
Strip, which is under attack
and occupation by Israel.

Government of North Sinai
in Egypt, Maj. Gen. Muham-
mad Abdulfadil, noted that the
centre is to be built in the bor-
der town, including the Rafah
Border Crossing between
Egypt and the Gaza Strip.

Abdulfadil said the Egyp-
tian army has begun con-
structing the centre in
Al-Arish to facilitate the work
of the Egyptian Red Crescent
and to reduce congestion in
the area and on the road.

He noted that the centre
will have parking areas for
trucks, secure warehouses,
administrative offices and ac-
commodation for drivers, as
well as facilities such as water
and electricity.

Aid to Gaza is reaching the
Sinai region by land, sea and
air, and efforts are being made
to transport aid to Gaza by
trucks from the Al-Arish Port
and the Al-Arish International
Airport, he added.

Rafah, on the southern bor-
der of Gaza, was home to
280,000 Palestinians, before
Israel began to attack the
Gaza Strip

Attacks on October 7 dis-
placed 1.9mn people in Gaza,
which has a population of
about 2.3mn.

The majority of displaced
Palestinians sought refuge in
Rafah, which Israel claimed
was ‘safe’.

With the influx of residents
from the northern regions,
Rafah’s population increased
to more than 1.4mn, more
than four times its original
size.

Palestinians who sought
refuge in Rafah are struggling
to survive in makeshift tent
camps due to a lack of ade-
quate housing.

Israeli forces frequently tar-
get Rafah with airstrikes.
There are concerns that if Is-
rael launches a ground attack
on Rafah, there will be no safe
place for civilians in Gaza.

On February 9, Netanyahu
instructed the army and secu-
rity forces to ‘prepare a plan
for an attack on Rafah’.
Anadolu Agency

Egypt to establish
logistics centre in
Rafah for Gaza aid
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All our eyes are 
focused on the 
suffering of the
Palestinians both 
in Gaza and the
West Bank. 
What is needed 
immediately is 
a ceasefire
MOHAMMAD SHTAYYEH
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Munich, Germany - Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba
warned on Saturday that the ‘era
of peace’ in Europe has come to
an end, urging Kyiv’s partners to
ramp up military production.

“To those who don’t want to
find and spend money on the
production of weapons, the era of
peace in Europe is over,” Kuleba
said during a panel discussion at
the Munich Security Conference.

Speaking about the situation
of ammunition supply in Ukraine,
Kuleba said there are two issues
in this regard: the first is the
‘quantity and sustainability’ of
supply, and the second is rounds
deliveries, which he said that
some are produced for specific
weapons produced in a specific
country, meaning that these
rounds cannot be used for every
cannon.

“Politicians tick the box, they
get credited for delivering these
tons of rounds, but on the ground,
it becomes a massive technolog-
ical problem to send the right
round to the right cannon,” he
said.

Ukraine’s foreign minister
went on to say they need much
more artillery ammunition, and
that despite drones having be-
come a ‘part of the game’, they
will not replace artillery ammuni-
tion. Indicating that Ukraine has
ramped up production of every-
thing it can, he called on
Ukraine’s partners to increase
production and invest in new

production lines, as well as ac-
cept that Russia cannot be ‘paci-
fied’ or ‘appeased’.

He also reiterated his call for
the EU and NATO to launch a
programmne to establish a com-

mon defence industry space.
“Every time (when) Ukrainian

soldiers withdraw from a
Ukrainian town because of the
lack of ammunition, think of it not
only in terms of defending
democracy and world-based
order but also in terms of Russian
soldiers getting a few kilometres
closer to your towns, your
homes, your families and chil-
dren. And if you look at it from
this perspective, you will find the
money,” he added.

Speaking at the same panel,
Italian Foreign Minister Antonio
Tajani said the G-7 supports
Ukraine because it means de-
fending freedom, democracy, and
international law.

“We want peace, but peace
with justice, which means Russia
out of Ukraine,” he said, adding
that this is a clear political mes-
sage to Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin.

He also said Italy is already
working to help the reconstruc-

tion of Ukraine. For instance, he
said he signed an agreement on
Saturday with the European In-
vestment Bank to co-finance a
project for the energy infrastruc-
ture in Ukraine worth 200mn
(US$215.5mn).

“Italy has also recently ap-
proved its eighth package of mil-
itary aid for Ukraine,” he said.

“We are ready to do more, but
we are not the US, which is richer
than us,” he said.
Anadolu Agency

‘Era of peace’ in Europe has come
to an end: Ukraine’s FM Kuleba

Kigali, Rwanda - The Rwandan
army carried out a ‘drone attack’
on the Democratic Republic of
Congo’s airport in eastern
Goma, which damaged civilian
planes, Congo’s military said on
Saturday.

The accusations came after a
bomb blast was reported early
on Saturday at the Goma Inter-
national Airport in North Kivu
province amid ongoing fighting
between M23 rebels and gov-
ernment forces.

“The Rwandan army drones
targeted aircraft of FARDC (DR
Congo army), in the wee hours of

Saturday,” army spokesperson in
North Kivu province, Guillaume
Djike Kaïko, said in a video
shared by provincial authorities.

But ‘the FARDC aircraft were
not hit, it was rather the civilian
planes that were damaged’, he
said.

The security situation remains
volatile around Goma, where
thousands of residents fleeing
war have sought safety amid
heavy fighting.

Recently, Congolese fighter
jets have reportedly been used to
hit M23 rebels after fighting in-
tensified around the strategic

town of Sake, 20km (12 miles)
from the provincial capital,
Goma.

Sake is said to be the last bar-
rier before Goma, whose capture
by rebels would cut off Goma.

The Congo accuses Rwanda
of backing M23 rebels battling
government forces in the east, a
claim Kigali consistently denies.

Kigali has also accused Kin-
shasa of pursuing regime change
in Rwanda.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the Rwandan mili-
tary on the latest allegations.

But Congolese President Felix

Tshisekedi and his Rwandan
counterpart, Paul Kagame, met
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on Fri-
day at a mini-summit hosted by
Angolan President João
Lourenço to discuss the conflict
in eastern Congo.

Lourenco, African Union des-
ignated mediator on the peace
and security situation in eastern
Congo, stressed the need to re-
vive the peace process and
achieve a cease-fire between the
Congo’s armed forces and the
M23 rebel group, as well as to
initiate direct dialogue between
Tshisekedi and Kagame to end

the conflict between the two
neighbouring countries.

The second round of the sum-
mit is due to take place on the
sidelines of the 37th African
Union summit.

Since the first week of Febru-
ary, at least 15 civilians have been
killed and 29 injured around
Goma and Sake, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) said earlier
this week. Roughly 135,000 in-
ternally displaced persons have
fled Sake to Goma, according to
the UNHCR.
Anadolu Agency

Congo accuses Rwanda of airport ‘drone attack’

Istanbul, Turkey - US Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris held sepa-
rate talks with world leaders at
the Munich Security Conference
in Germany, according to a state-
ment from the White House.

Harris discussed the situation
in Gaza with Israeli President
Isaac Herzog during a meeting
on Friday where she emphasised
the need to ensure the safety of
more than one million civilians in
the region in the event of a pos-
sible attack by Israel against
Rafah.

In the meeting where the
leaders evaluated the long-term
cessation of conflicts in Gaza, the
release of prisoners and plans
thereafter, Harris stressed that
Palestinians should not be
forcibly displaced from Gaza.

Harris also highlighted the im-
portance of protecting civilians,
increasing humanitarian aid and
establishing an appropriate envi-
ronment for a cease-fire to en-
sure aid reaches those in need in
Gaza.

In a meeting with Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia’ Al
Sudani, Harris reiterated her
commitment to a security agree-
ment between the US and Iraq

and emphasised the importance
of the High Military Commission
and economic relations between
the two countries.

Harris underscored that at-
tacks on US personnel will be

met with a response when nec-
essary and requested the sup-
port of the Iraqi government to
stop the attacks.

She reiterated US President
Joe Biden’s invitation to Sudani

to visit the White House.
Harris congratulated Slove-

nian Prime Minister Robert
Golob for Slovenia’s presence on
the UN Security Council for the
2024 - 2025 term.

She emphasised the impor-
tance of a NATO-EU partnership
for Ukraine’s independence and
transatlantic security as she
thanked Golob for Slovenia’s co-
operation in delivering humani-
tarian aid to Ukraine.
Anadolu Agency

Geneva, Switzerland - The cur-
rent situation in Libya poses a
significant risk to the North
African nation’s unity, the UN’s
special representative to the
country warned on Saturday.

“The fragility of its (Libya’s)
institutions and the deep divi-
sions within the nation repre-
sent grave risks to its stability,’
said Abdoulaye Bathily, UN spe-
cial representative of the secre-
tary general to Libya, in a
statement marking the begin-
ning of 2011 uprising that ousted
longtime ruler Muammar

Gaddafi after four decades in
power.

“It is imperative that Libyan
leaders acknowledge their re-
sponsibility and be held ac-
countable for their decisions
and actions, as they directly im-
pact the lives of the Libyan peo-
ple,” Bathily said in the
statement, released by UN Sup-
port Mission in Libya (UNSMIL).

He reaffirmed UNSMIL’s
commitment to ‘supporting the
Libyan people in their pursuit of
peace, justice, legitimate institu-
tions, and inclusive governance’.

Libyans hope to hold parlia-
mentary and presidential elec-
tions to end conflicts and
divisions that have manifested
since early 2022.

Two governments currently
exist in the country: One led by
Osama Hamad and mandated
by the House of Representatives
in the east of the country, and
the other the Government of
National Unity led by Abdul
Hamid Dbeibeh, based in the
capital Tripoli, which enjoys in-
ternational recognition.
Anadolu Agency

US Vice President Kamala Harris
holds bilateral talks in Germany

US Vice President Kamala Harris

As the Russia-Ukraine conflict
drags on, five essentials will
exert great influence on the de-
velopment of the conflict in
2024, namely Russian and US
presidential elections, West-
ern assistance, the prospect of
peace talks, Black Sea situation
and Western sanctions against
Russia, said a Chinese scholar.

Despite signs of fatigue in
the US and Western aid to
Ukraine, this conflict will be
prolonged, said Sun
Zhuangzhi, director of the In-
stitute of Russian, Eastern Eu-
ropean and Central Asian
Studies at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, at
a seminar on major interna-
tional issues held recently in
Beijing. 

The ongoing Ukraine crisis
will enter its third year in late
February this year ahead of the
upcoming of Russian and US
presidential elections sched-
uled for March and November
respectively.

Noting that the Russia-
Ukraine conflict itself is a
tragedy caused by the geopo-
litical games among great
powers and the result of the
confrontation between the US
and Russia, Sun believed the
domestic political trends of the
two countries will determine
the development of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

Sun noted that Western as-
sistance is another factor to af-
fect the conflict. He explained
that Ukraine is in dire straits
right now, with nearly half of its
fiscal expenditures having to
be paid by the West. With the
decreasing assistance from the
Western countries, Ukraine
has no choice but to depend on
itself to find a way out.

Speaking of the peace talks,
Sun noted that although
Ukraine and Russia carried out
their largest prisoner swap
since February 2022 on Jan-
uary 3, the crisis is still escalat-
ing, which means the
prospects of peace talks are
still bleak.

Underscoring the important
role of Black Sea situation, Sun
said that the Black Sea region
will become the focus of com-
petition between Russia and
Ukraine in 2024. 

The last factor lies in the
sanctions against Russia. In
Sun’s view, the West has fewer
sanction options. On the one
hand, it hopes to weaken and
hit Russia as much as possible,
but on the other hand, the
trump cards it could play are
increasingly limited, Sun
added. Besides these factors,
Sun said both Russia and the
West regarded the conflict as
a war around the Europe.
Xinhua

Harris highlighted the importance
of protecting civilians, increasing
humanitarian aid and establishing
an environment for a cease-fire to
ensure aid reaches Gaza

5 factors to affect
Russia-Ukraine
conflict in 2024

Libyan unity under threat, says
UN’s special representative

To those who 
don’t want to find
and spend money
on the production
of weapons, 
the era of peace in
Europe is over 
DMYTRO KULEBA



ACROSS
1) "Beg pardon ... "
5) Much, slangily
10) It's far from a flattop
14) Handed-down history
15) Hole-_ (golf coup)
16) Common roller-

coaster feature
17) They include 

numerators and 
denominators

20) Providing bearings
21) Tiny carpenter
22) Thing picked up at the

beach
23) Animated Olive
24) Drunk, in slang
27) Not us
29) Short choral 

composition
32) Tokyo oflong ago
33) "Much _ About 

Nothing"
36) Fence for defense
38) It includes angles 

and shapes
41) Jon Bon Jovi, for one
42) "What_ the odds?"
43) Notable period of 

history
44) Golden Horde 

member
46) D.C. veterans
50) Spanish capital

52) Clairvoyant's favorite
letters?

55) Lobster eggs
56) Moray, e.g.
57) Evolution adherent
60) X = 3, X + 2 = 5, and

others
63) Pavarotti solo
64) Tossed with force
65) Singing club
66) Like much lingerie
67) Make fun of
68) Half a matched set

DOWN
1) March family creator
2) "Yippee!" alternative
3) Ferret's cousin
4) Humorous internet

image
5) Full of dryer fluff
6) Photographed or taped
7) In a quandary
8) It might produce a run
9) Former nuclear power

agcy.
10) Flared dress style
11) Shoes, sandals, 

sneakers, etc.
12) Director Howard
13) Photo_ (media events)
18) Plastic_ Band
19) More moth-eaten, e.g.
24) Historic Alabama city

25) Challenge to a canoer
26) Bambi's mother, e.g.
28) Bit of Halloween attire
30) Musical with its own

glasses?
31) "The _ of Pooh"
34) Concentrate, in a way
35) Group of eight
37) It's used to take flight?
38) When doubled, a 

Society Island
39) Campus VIP
40) angster's gun in old

films
41) Sleep phenomenon
45) "The Twilight Zone"

telecasts, today
47) Baltimore's bird
48) Body shop 

convenience
49) Has a hunch
51) One way to get out 

of debt
53) Metal-shaping tool
54) Place for an orchestra
57) Take out, to an editor
58) Lung opening?
59) Approaching, in

romantic poetry
60) "Do the Right Thing"

pizzeria owner
61)  Common savings 

vehicle
62) Little salamander

DAILY CROSSWORD

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Today is well suited to deep thought and contemplation about a project

you've been considering. Your brain is ready and eager to come up with

new plans right now, and all it needs is some quiet time to put the pieces

of the puzzle together. A socially active friend may start tugging at you to

drop everything and go somewhere with them, but don't go if you would

rather be alone. They don't need your company as much as they might

want you to think they do.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
The games people are playing today are getting pretty competitive, and

things could get ugly if cooler heads don't prevail. Is this something that

you want to get involved in? Think long and hard about it. Getting your

hands dirty is one thing, but getting bruised is quite another. These types

of power struggles usually end up having the same winners every time,

the people who play dirty and don't care about who gets hurt. And that

isn't who you are.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. B 2. B  3. C

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Just by being yourself and being honest about what you think, you can

change someone's life today. But the question is are you ready to? You

cannot be irresponsible in giving your feedback or giving your input. If you

feel that you are prepared to make a difference, then open your heart to

as many people as you can today. Skip past the small talk and talk to

them about substantial topics. Try to connect with them intellectually

too, rather than just connecting with their emotions.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Could you use some motivation right now? Looking for someone to light

a fire under you? Then go out and seek some stimulation today. You're

sure to find a qualified mentor, or at least someone who has reached a

goal that you want to reach. They can help you get there too, if you ask

them the right questions and show them that you are ready for the work

that this goal requires. Be adaptable and ready to do whatever they tell

you. Now is not the time to be picky or lazy.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Any rough patch that you're going through right now will smooth out to

a tiny wrinkle by the day's end, so you shouldn't waste too much time

worrying about things. Turn your thoughts to tomorrow, when all of

this will be over and things will be so much better. You can't have a

good day every day, but you can certainly choose to focus on positive

things instead of negative ones. And if the only positive thing in your

life right now is hope, then so be it.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
If your daily routine is starting to feel like a rut, it's easy for you to mix

things up today. Just be sure that you don't create drama just for the

sake of having something to talk about! Make some healthy excitement

happen today by mixing up your regular schedule. Getting together with

a new person is always good. Change your surroundings, and you'll

increase your chances for stimulation. Travel is helpful, and even a trip

to the park could yield some fun.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
You're still in a phase of life where stability is much more important to

you than taking risks, no matter what the perceived payoff may be. So

it's a great day to spend more time with family members and other

people who know you inside and out. The tried-and-true people in your

life aren't boring to you right now. They are comforting! You have a

chance to expand these close relationships even more now. Everyone is

ready to talk and ready to share a whole new level of themselves.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
You might not realize it, but you have been pulling back from the people

around you for a while now. Today, you need to try to connect instead

of avoid if you want to maintain some important relationships. You

relate well to other people when you put yourself in the role of listener,

so you should get yourself involved in group events and conversations.

When you hear something that sparks your emotions, pipe up. Add

your two cents and everyone will win.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Create something artistic today! It doesn't have to be a masterpiece.

Any act of creation will make you feel quite accomplished and put a

smile on your face all day long. So instead of buying someone a birthday

card, why not create one on your own? There is nothing better than

putting a smile on someone's face with something you made. Sharing

your artistic visions with other people, no matter how silly you might

think they are, is a real gift.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
The stimulating energy you get today will be intoxicating, but be careful

not to use it up all at once! Take it slowly today and budget your time.

There is no reason to hurry or run around too quickly. Physical exercise

is a good thing, but try to keep it reasonable and do not push yourself

too far. This is not the time to start a new routine or join a new gym. To

maintain this invigorated feeling, savor it. Don't take it for granted or

waste it.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
It's a good thing that you have so much flexible energy around you right

now, because there will be some last-minute changes today that will

demand your cooperation. You know how to be open to change better

than most people, so you might want to keep an eye open for someone

who can't make the adjustments as easily as you can. They may need a

hand, and you will get a huge rush out of helping them get their

bearings. Their gratitude could pay off for you in surprising ways.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Someone's recent generosity toward you could be covering up a guilty

conscious. Start by asking them what has led them to be so kind and

giving to you today. Yhe answer they give you might surprise and

disappoint you. Getting to the truth might burst your blissful bubble, but

it's never a good feeling to be ignorant of the facts. You are better off

knowing the real deal and being able to react based on knowledge rather

than hunches. You can indeed handle the truth.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by linking
adjacent letters - to the left, right, on
top, bottom, or diagonal to each
other. The Boggles Classic game
uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are
valued at one point for each letter in
excess of two letters. A three letter
word is worth one point, a four
letter word is  worth two points, and
so on. Valid words must be at least
three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE
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1. Which is the oldest 

identified era of activity by

homo sapiens and relatives?

A. Bronze Age

B. Palaeolithic

C. Iron Age

D. Jurassic

2. What sportsman would 

perform a triple salchow?

A. Show jumper

B. Figure skater

C. Gymnast

D. High diver

3. What is the nationality of 

Mohammed Al Fayed, who 

sold the department store 

Harrods Knightsbridge to 

Qatar Holdings in 2010?

A. Iranian

B. Iraqi

C. Egyptian

D. Syrian

E

Y
R



Manchester, England - Erling
Haaland pushed aside a televi-
sion camera after the final whis-
tle, his frustration spilling over
after he took nine shots but
scored no goals for the first time
in his Manchester City career.

Rodri netted a late equaliser
to salvage a 1-1 Premier League
home draw for the champions
against Chelsea as they avoided
their first loss at the Etihad in 15
months.

“That’s good, it’s good to have
nine shots,” City manager Pep
Guardiola said. “Next game he is
going to score. I was a football
player, I played 11 years, I scored
11 goals. One goal a season. It’s
football, it’s human beings.”

As the players gathered on
the pitch after the final whistle,
Haaland pushed aside a live TV
camera focused on the striker’s
face. Haaland, who rewrote the
scoring record books in his Pre-
mier League debut season last
year, continued his prolific form
before a broken foot sidelined
him for nearly two months.

He scored twice in City’s 2-0
win over Everton last weekend to

reclaim sole possession of the
league scoring lead with 16 goals.

City remained third in the
table on 53 points, four behind
leaders Liverpool and two adrift
of Arsenal, but with a game in
hand. They can climb to second
with victory over visiting Brent-
ford on Tuesday.

“If Haaland put away the
chances we’re not even talking
about this,” former City player
Micah Richards said on Sky

Sports. “I never worry about
Haaland, his mentality is com-
pletely different to most strikers
in world football. He always gets
an opportunity,” he added.

“He misses a lot of chances...if
he wasn’t getting these chances,
that’s when I would be worried.”

The 23-year-old Norwegian
looked frustrated all game long,
sending two headers over the
crossbar before hitting a volley
just wide. 

London, England - Arsenal’s goal
rush continued unabated as they
thrashed Burnley 5-0 to stay
right in the slipstream of Premier
League leaders Liverpool who
thumped Brentford on Saturday.

Liverpool took advantage of
an early kickoff to stretch their
lead to five points with Mo-
hamed Salah scoring on his re-
turn in a 4-1 victory in west
London, while Manchester City
salvaged a 1-1 draw with Chelsea
thanks to a late goal by Rodri.

Arsenal were undaunted,
however, and followed up their

6-0 win at West Ham United
with a 5-0 victory at Turf Moor.

Liverpool have 57 points from
25 games with Arsenal on 55
and champions City in third
place on 53 from 24.

Aston Villa climbed back into
fourth courtesy of a 2-1 victory at
Fulham and Tottenham Hot-
spur’s 2-1 home defeat by
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

After a dip in form late last
year, Arsenal have won five
league games in a row and
scored 21 goals in that sequence,
conceding only two.

Manchester, England - Rodri’s
late goal salvaged a 1-1 Premier
League draw for Manchester
City against Chelsea on Saturday
as the below-par champions nar-
rowly avoided their first home
loss in 15 months.

Pep Guardiola’s team, un-
beaten in their last nine league
games, remained third in the
table on 53 points, four behind
leaders Liverpool and two adrift
of Arsenal, but with a game in
hand.

“We weren’t great in the first
half,” Rodri told Sky Sports. 

“We conceded another easy
goal. We knew about their
counter-attacks and fast players,
but we have to defend the
counter-attack better. From
there, it’s always more difficult to
come back,” he added.

“We (defended better) in the
second half... more spirit, we
wanted the ball and wanted to
take risks. You have to be brave.”

City’s decision to park in
Chelsea’s half proved costly as
Nicolas Jackson’s deft flick began
a counter-attack in the 42nd
minute. He sent a perfect pass
behind the defence to Raheem
Sterling, who rounded City de-
fender Kyle Walker and curled
the ball past keeper Ederson to
score against his former team.

“We countered them well so I
think it is a fair result in the end,”
Chelsea midfielder Conor Gal-

lagher told Sky. “The lads were
brilliant and defensively we were
very focused. We were very tired

but we saw it through and we are
happy with the performance.”

After numerous near-misses

that had the City fans holding
their heads in frustration, Rodri
equalised in the 83rd minute
after Walker’s shot was blocked
with a thunderous shot that de-
flected off Trevoh Chalobah into
the net.

Victory would have given City
the chance to go top of the table
when they host Brentford on
Tuesday but the draw with
Chelsea means they can climb
no higher than second.

“Good game. First half we did-
n’t perform too good, second half
really good,” Guardiola said. “We
had chances and in the second
half we were better.”

City tested Chelsea’s back line
with 31 shots to the visitors’ nine,
but only five were on target.

Prolific striker Erling Haaland,
who leads the league with 16
goals, was frustrated by nine
shots with no goals for the first
time in his City career, including
an unmarked late close-range
header the Norwegian sent over
the bar before covering his face
in disbelief.

Chelsea had their chances in-
cluding Jackson’s one-on-one
with Ederson and the City keeper
saved a point-black shot by Ster-
ling early in the second half.

“I’m so pleased,” Chelsea
manager Mauricio Pochettino
said. “I told the players I feel so
proud. In the last three games
we’ve started to create a very
good spirit.

“We only conceded one
chance – against a team like
Manchester City who, for me,
are the best team in the world.”

City have not lost at the Etihad
since a defeat by Brentford in
November, 2022.
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Manchester City’s Rodri celebrates after scoring against Chelsea on Saturday

Erling Haaland looks frustrated after failing to find the target

Arsenal’s Martin Odegaard scores against Burnley

Five-star Arsenal stay 
hot on Liverpool heels

Haaland fumes after missed 
chances in draw against Chelsea

Vigo, Spain - Robert
Lewandowski's penalty deep
into added time earned
Barcelona a fortunate 2-1 win at
Celta Vigo in LaLiga on Saturday
ahead of their Champions
League game at Napoli.

It was another uninspired
performance by Barcelona until
a moment of brilliance from
Lewandowski gave the visitors
the lead just before halftime.

Winger Lamine Yamal found
the Polish forward on the edge
of the box and he made space

with the outside of his boot to
fire a bullet strike past goal-
keeper Vicente Guaita.

Under pressure in 17th place,
fourth bottom and three points
above the relegation zone, Rafa
Benitez's side fought back to
level in the 47th minute when
Iago Aspas netted a deflected
strike past keeper Marc-Andre
ter Stegen.

The match grew in tension
with the raucous Galician sta-
dium roaring support for their
team who had suffered five

losses in their last six games in
all competitions and managed
only four wins in 26 league
games this season.

Celta were pushing for vic-
tory with Aspas missing three
clear chances before defender
Fran Beltran made a bad mis-
take, missing the ball completely
in a clearance attempt and hit-
ting Yamal's leg in the 93rd
minute to give Lewandowski his
chance seven minutes into stop-
page time.

Vicente Guaita saved his first

effort, but the VAR check
showed the keeper was in front
of the goalline before the ball left
the spot and Lewandowski
tucked away his second effort.

Xavi Hernandez's side are
third in the standings on 54
points, two behind Girona and
seven adrift of leaders Real
Madrid, both of whom have a
game in hand.

"In the second half we didn't
play well. They were lucky in
their goal, but we did little offen-
sively,” Lewandowski said. Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski scores against Celta Vigo

RODRI TO THE RESCUE

Nantes, France - Kylian Mbappe
and Lucas Hernandez scored
second-half goals to earn leaders
Paris St-Germain a 1-0 win at
Nantes and extend their un-
beaten Ligue 1 run to 17 matches
on Saturday.

Luis Enrique’s side moved on
to 53 points, 14 clear of second-
placed Nice who lost 1-0 at
Olympique Lyonnais on Friday.

“It was a tough first half but
the attitude of the players was
excellent,” the Spaniard told re-
porters. “In the second half we
were better with more attacking
presence in the box, it was diffi-
cult but we were fortunate to
score the first goal.”

Hernandez opened the scor-
ing with PSG’s first shot on target
in the 60th minute with a long-
range strike that Nantes’ Moussa
Sissoko deflected into the top
corner past his goalkeeper. Sub-
stitute Mbappe doubled the lead
from the penalty spot in the 78th
minute, the France striker’s 21st
league goal of the campaign con-
firming his position as Ligue 1’s
top scorer this season. 

“The league is not settled, it is
true that we lack an opponent
that challenge us but it is the re-
sult of our performance,” Luis En-
rique added.

“Until it is mathematically cer-
tain we can’t say anything, there
are still a lot of games left.”

“It is important for us to be
solid in the league, to be a team
that uses the league to reinforce
a way of playing to win more ti-
tles.”

Midfielder’s
late strike
helps Man
City draw
with Chelsea

We conceded another easy goal. 
We knew about their counter-at-
tacks and fast players, but we have
to defend the counter-attack better.
From there, it’s always more 
difficult to come back 
RODRI

PSG’s Lucas Hernandez celebrates

with teammates after scoring

against Nantes

Hernandez, Mbappe 
on target as PSG beat
Nantes to extend lead 

Late Lewandowski penalty gives Barca victory at Celta



Rajkot, India - India set England
a huge target and then skittled
the tourists out for 122 to romp
to a 434-run victory in the third
Test and go 2-1 up in the five-
match series on Sunday.

India had been in the box seat
since grabbing a handy first-in-
nings lead of 126 and they never
took their foot off the pedal at the
Saurashtra Cricket Association
Stadium.

Opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
smashed an unbeaten 214, Shub-
man Gill made 91 and debutant
Sarfaraz Khan struck his second
fifty of the match before India
declared their second innings on
430-4.

Jaiswal equalled Wasim
Akram’s record of hitting 12 sixes
in a Test innings and it followed
his 209 in the second Test in
Visakhapatnam.

Chasing an improbable 557
for victory, England slumped to
50-7 with Ravindra Jadeja (5-41)
wrecking their middle order.

Once Kuldeep Yadav dis-
missed England captain Ben
Stokes lbw for 15, the match was
effectively over.

Mark Wood made a quickfire
33 before being the last England

batter dismissed as India regis-
tered their biggest Test win in
terms of runs.

“England played well and put

us under pressure but we have
class bowlers and the message
was to stay calm,” home captain
Rohit Sharma said.

“It is easy to drift away from
what you do as a team but I am
really proud of how we came
back.”

After play resumed on the
penultimate day, Gill consoli-
dated India’s position with his as-
sured accumulation of runs. Gill
was run out after a misunder-
standing with Kuldeep Yadav but
there was no respite for England
as Jaiswal, who had retired hurt
on 104 on Saturday, walked in.

Jaiswal and Sarfaraz tore into

the England attack and it sud-
denly started raining boundaries
as they plundered 172 runs off
158 deliveries.

Jaiswal took a single off Root
to bring up his double hundred,
while Sarfaraz smashed three
sixes in his unbeaten 68.

Left with a mountain to climb,
England lost their openers
cheaply and could never arrest
the slide.

Ben Duckett (four), who
smashed 153 in the first innings,

was run out after a horrible mix-
up with Zak Crawley (11), who
was trapped lbw by Jasprit Bum-
rah.

Jadeja mowed down the Eng-
land middle order dismissing
Ollie Pope, Jonny Bairstow and
Root.

Once Kuldeep removed Eng-
land captain Ben Stokes lbw for
15, the match was effectively
over.

Jadeja’s seven-wicket match
haul, along with his hundred in

the first innings, earned him the
player of the match award at his
home ground.

“Ben Duckett played an unbe-
lievable first innings and that was
the tone we wanted to set
through the whole innings,”
Stokes said after the loss.

“We will leave this game be-
hind us. We have to win the next
two to win the series and that’s
what we will be trying to do.”

The fourth Test, scheduled in
Ranchi, begins on Friday.
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Verona, Italy - Juventus’ fading
title hopes suffered another blow
after they had to come from be-
hind twice to rescue a 2-2 draw
at relegation-threatened Hellas
Verona in Serie A on Saturday.

Second-placed Juventus are
on 54 points from 25 games,
nine points behind Inter Milan
who have a game in hand.

AC Milan, in third on 52
points, can further dampen the
mood in Turin as they can
leapfrog Massimiliano Allegri’s
side if they beat 11th-placed

Monza on Sunday.
Champions Napoli rescued a

point on Saturday with a 90th-
minute goal by substitute Cyril
Ngonge as they struggled to a 1-
1 home draw with mid-table
Genoa.

Meanwhile, Juventus, who
suffered back-to-back 1-0 de-
feats against Udinese and Inter,
have now picked up only two
points in their last four matches.
“We have to improve in choosing
the last pass and put aside the
post-Empoli dross,” Allegri said.

Heidenheim, Germany - Bayer
Leverkusen scored in each half to
battle past hosts Heidenheim 2-
1 on Saturday and open up an
eight-point gap at the top of the
table as they equalled a German
record by going 32 matches un-
beaten in all competitions.

The visitors, who have never
won a Bundesliga title, snatched
the lead on the stroke of halftime
when Jeremie Frimpong slotted
home a deflected shot.

Leverkusen, whose last major
trophy was the 1993 German
Cup, had chances to score again
and Germany international Flo-
rian Wirtz hit the crossbar in the
77th minute.

He made soon amends, how-
ever, delivering a superb assist
for Amine Adli to make it 2-0.
Heidenheim reduced the deficit
in the 87th through Tim Kleindi-
enst but could not find an
equaliser.

Xabi Alonso’s team have not
lost a match this season in do-
mestic and European competi-
tions, equalling Bayern Munich’s
record run of 32 unbeaten
matches from 2020.

“It was not difficult for us to

play well after last week,” Alonso
said, in reference to his team’s 3-
0 win over Bayern Munich.

“We were ready to do it today
and I liked that. The players are

ready not just for the top games
but they were alert and moti-
vated today as well.”

“I am not going to celebrate
my 500 days in this post,” said

the Spaniard. “I am satisfied with
the game and the performance
and the result. We are in a good
situation, we will keep going and
we will take it one game at a
time.”

Leverkusen, who have won 28
and drawn four matches in all
competitions, head the Bun-
desliga standings on 58 points.

Dortmund stumble
to draw
Borussia Dortmund and hosts
VfL Wolfsburg shared the points
in a 1-1 draw on Saturday, leaving
the visitors fourth in the Bun-
desliga, five behind VfB Stuttgart
in third.

Dortmund grabbed the lead
when Wolfsburg defenders
failed to clear a Marco Reus shot
and keeper Koen Casteels
pushed it into the path of Niclas
Fuellkrug who stabbed the ball
over the line.

Wolfsburg’s Kevin Behrens
had two chances in first-half
stoppage time, including a shot
that hit the woodwork but Yan-
nick Gerhardt did better in the
64th minute, nodding in from
close range to level.

Blow for Juve title hopes after draw against Verona

Bochum, Germany- Harry Kane
is not happy with “the way he is
involved” in games of late but
Bayern Munich are relying on his
leadership to get their season
back on track, manager Thomas
Tuchel said ahead of Sunday’s
Bundesliga match at VfL
Bochum.

Bayern were beaten 3-0 at
Bayer Leverkusen in the Bun-
desliga last weekend and lost 1-
0 at Lazio in the first leg of their
Champions League last-16 tie on
Wednesday.

Kane, who has scored 28
goals in 29 appearances for Bay-
ern in all competitions this sea-
son, failed to find the net in both
defeats, and Tuchel said there
appeared to be a disconnect be-
tween the striker and his team
mates.

“Harry ... already knows what
he’s doing. And of course he’s

unhappy with the way he’s in-
volved at the moment. And we
are dissatisfied with how we find
and don’t find him (in games),”
Tuchel told reporters.

“I have very rarely, perhaps
never before, seen such a dis-
crepancy between perfor-
mances in training and matches,
the way he scores, the way he
leads the team, the way his team
wins. It’s unbelievable. It’s abso-
lutely world-class.

“And then how little we find
him in the game? That’s a bit in-
dicative of the current situation.
But he’s the one who behaves
like a captain. That’s why every-
thing’s okay with Harry. He’s low
maintenance at the very highest
level.”

Serial Bundesliga champions
Bayern trail leaders Leverkusen
by eight points but have a game
in hand. 

Harry Kane

Adrien Rabiot of Juventus scores against Verona

Bayer Leverkusen’s Amine Adli celebrates after scoring against

Heidenheim on Saturday

Tuchel: Kane is 
unhappy with the
way he is involved

India’s Ravindra Jadeja  celebrates with teammates after taking an England wicket on Sunday; (R) Yashasvi Jaiswal (L) celebrates with Sarfaraz Khan after his double century 

ANNIHILATION

Leverkusen beat Heidenheim to
equal record unbeaten run

Jadeja takes
five wickets
after Jaiswal
double
hundred as
India crush
England 

Osimhen 
battles fatigue,
could miss
Napoli’s 
crucial tie
against Barca
Naples, Italy - Napoli could
be without Victor Osimhen
when they host Barcelona
in the Champions League
last 16 after the striker
missed their last-gasp 1-1
home draw with Genoa in
Serie A on Saturday due to
fatigue.

Osimhen returned to his
Italian club after helping

Nigeria reach the Africa
Cup of Nations final which
they lost 2-1 to hosts Ivory
Coast on Sunday.

“According to him and
the doctors, the boy is at his
lowest,” coach Walter
Mazzarri told DAZN.
“Coming back from the
African Cup of Nations it
wouldn’t have been the
best choice to risk it and let
him play for a quarter of an
hour to 20 minutes, so the
doctor told me.”

England played well and put us
under pressure but we have class
bowlers and the message was to 
stay calm. I am really proud of 
how we came back
ROHIT SHARMA 

Victor Osimhen

According to
him and the
doctors, 
the boy is at
his lowest 
WALTER MAZZARRI
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Doha, Qatar - Top seed Iga
Swiatek overcame a gritty chal-
lenge by world number four
Elena Rybakina to take home the
Qatar Open title for the third
straight year with a 7-6(8), 6-2
victory in Saturday’s final.

The 22-year-old Pole, who
raced to her 12th consecutive
match win in Doha, became the
first player to capture a singles
title at an event in three succes-
sive years since Serena Williams
triumphed in Miami from 2013-
15.

The win also improved her
head-to-head record over Ry-
bakina to 3-2, having lost on all
three occasions last year.

Swiatek endured a slow start
as she went 4-1 down in a roller-
coaster opening set before the
four-times Grand Slam cham-
pion slowly found her groove to
level things up at 4-4.

After the set went into a
tiebreaker, the momentum
swung back and forth before
Swiatek wrapped up the 90-
minute-long set with a well-exe-
cuted backhand winner.

“It was really long, I wasn’t ex-
pecting that. It was really tough,”
Swiatek said while describing the
marathon first set.

“I came here and was pretty
stressed... I felt the expectations.
I wanted to do everything step-
by-step, as I always do, and it

worked... I’m really happy. I’m re-
ally proud of myself.

“Congrats to Elena for a great
tournament and to her team. We
have already played so many
tough matches that I think it’s
going to be great if we continue,
have fun and give a nice experi-
ence to the fans.”

Rybakina had taken a medical
timeout after hitting her own leg
during the opening set and that
seemed to hamper the 24-year-
old Kazakh as Swiatek wasted no
time to take the second set and

secure her first WTA 1000 title
of the year.

Despite her defeat, Rybakina
said she had many positives to
take from her second final in as
many weeks, having won the
Abu Dhabi Open last Sunday.

“It’s been a great last two
weeks ... I didn’t expect to see so
much support. It really helps, es-
pecially when it’s such tough
matches,” Rybakina said.Poland’s Iga Swiatek celebrates with the Qatar Open trophy

CLASSIFIEDS 

Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for individuals
and establishments: Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommoda-

tion Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale
or Wanted,Matrimonial Alliances, etc Please email your listing

to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

SITUATION WANTED

A female project co-ordinator
and research assistant with 15
years experience in training, re-
cruitment, administration, and
finance; work experience with

UN-FAO; Exe, with MBA, MSc in
Sustainablity, MA in English, is-
looking for a full-time job.
Contact: +968-98260708
email: meena.v24@gmail.com

SEND YOUR 
REQUEST FOR

Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident card copy (It’s free of cost)

Umea, Sweden - Oman’s Abdul-
lah al Rawahi and his Jordanian
co-driver Ata al Hmoud fulfilled
their objective of finishing Rally
Sweden and getting their chal-
lenge for honours in the FIA Ju-
nior World Rally Championship
(JWRC) off to a strong start in
Umea on Sunday.

The Oman Rally Team duo
overcame a collision with a
snowbank and a damaged radia-
tor on Friday afternoon and a
second similar stoppage late on
Saturday - in what turned out to
be unlucky stage 13 - to complete
one of the most specialised and
difficult rallies in the FIA World
Rally Championship calendar at
their first attempt. 

Heavy snowfall and tricky

road conditions made the going
even more difficult early in the
rally but the defending FIA Mid-
dle East rally champions perse-
vered and got to grips with their
M-Sport Poland Ford Fiesta
Rally3 running on studded tyres
to reach the finish in 14th place
in the JWRC category. 

Al Hmoud said: “Finally, we
made it to the finish. Almost a
crash on every stage. It was a re-
ally tough one. We had so many
mistakes. For sure, the first time
doing an event like this in such
difficult weather and conditions,
but at least we manage to com-
plete the rally and see all the
stages. We have good data for
our next event or next year,
hopefully. It was a dream partic-

ipating on it and we have done it.
We learned such a lot and gained
good experience from it. Now we
can focus on Croatia...”

Victory at the first round of
the JWRC went to local driver
Mille Johansson, who finished
48.9 seconds in front of Estonian
Romet Jurgenson. Ireland’s Ea-
monn Kelly was a distant third. 

After taking a time penalty
and restarting on Saturday
morning, following the collision
with a snow bank on Friday, Al
Rawahi emerged unscathed from
the first pass through the Van-
nas, Sarsjoliden and Bygdsiljum
specials and reached the service
break in Umea without dramas
as he continued to gain winter
experience and time behind the

wheel of the M-Sport Fiesta
Rally3. Johansson, meanwhile,
extended his advantage over Es-
tonian Romet Jurgenson to 37.5
seconds. 

The three specials were re-
peated on Saturday afternoon
before competitors tackled an
additional 10.08km stage at
Umeå in the evening that would
also act as the Power Stage finale
on Sunday.

Al Rawahi was 11th through
the re-run of Vannas but hit trou-
ble on the second pass through
Sarsjoliden, when he again dam-
aged the front of the car after an
impact with a snowbank and in-
curred additional time penalties
for missing the last two stages of
the day. Oman’s Abdullah al Rawahi in action at Rally Sweden 

Oman’s Al Rawahi finishes Rally Sweden at first attempt

Jarry downs
top seed 
Alcaraz in
Buenos Aires
Buenos Aires, Argentina -
Third-seeded Chilean Nico-
las Jarry cruised to a 7-6
(2), 6-3 upset of No. 1 seed
Carlos Alcaraz of Spain on
Saturday in the semifinals
of the IEB+ Argentina Open
in Buenos Aires.

Jarry battled back from a
6-5 deficit in the first set to
force a tiebreaker, where he
raced out to a 6-1 lead that
ended up being too much
for Alcaraz to handle. Jarry
then won the final three
games of the second set to
complete the sweep.

Alcaraz was the defend-
ing champion of the Ar-
gentina Open. He didn’t
record a single ace on Sat-
urday while Jarry recorded
seven, and the latter also
saved three of four break
points.

With the win, Jarry
punched his ticket to the
final, where he will face wild
card Facundo Diaz Acosta
of Argentina. Diaz Acosta
beat countryman Federico
Coria 6-2, 6-3 in Saturday’s
other semifinal. Coria was
playing on a special exemp-
tion.

Sinner in final 
Top-seeded Italian Jannik
Sinner earned a 6-2, 6-4,
straight-set victory over
Dutchman Tallon Griek-
spoor to advance to the
final in Rotterdam, Nether-
lands. Although Griekspoor
was playing in front of a
friendly crowd, it was Sin-
ner who was in full control
of the match, saving all six
break points he faced while
picking up seven aces.

Sinner will face Aus-
tralia’s Alex de Minaur, the
fifth seed, in the final.

SWIATEK REIGNS SUPREME
Top seed defeats Rybakina in straight sets to win third consecutive Qatar Open title

Nicolas Jarry

It’s been a
great last 
two weeks ... 
I didn’t expect
to see so much
support
ELENA RYBAKINA



P
otentially lethal wildlife…
Flights in motorhome-
sized aircraft… An unfa-
miliar country. It’s fair to
say that I had my reserva-
tions when it came to em-

barking on a first-time safari – it meant
stepping firmly out of my comfort
zone.

My feelings were of excitement and
apprehension in equal measure. While

I was keen to see majestic animals in
their natural habitat that I’d only ever
seen in photos or a zoo, the idea of
cruising around in an open-sided 4x4
and sleeping under canvas with prowl-
ing predators and huge beasts roaming
outside seemed preposterous, going
against every survival instinct I pos-
sessed. Yet, as with many situations
involving the unknown, any fears I had
were ultimately unfounded.

The location for my safari debut?
Kenya. Arguably the world’s best
wildlife destination, I’d been told there
was no better place for sightings and
that if I couldn’t find animals here, I
never would. This point was proven al-
most immediately – on my light aircraft
journey from the country’s capital,
Nairobi, to the magnificent Masai
Mara.

Arriving at the Mara
Flying on the fun-size aeroplanes that
perform domestic Kenyan flights is an
experience in itself. It’s akin to climbing
into a 12-person people carrier with
wings – Cessna didn’t name them ‘Car-
avans’ for nothing – with the pilot and
co-pilot sitting fully accessible up front.
It was immediately clear to see why
the baggage allowance was 15kg in
soft-sided bags – the aircraft appeared
to weigh little more than this itself and
all bags were squeezed into small
compartments of varying sizes under
the cabin.

I found these short trips highly en-
tertaining and relished the fantastic
views from the large windows, enjoy-
ing the touch-downs en route to desti-
nations to drop off and pick up other
passengers. After an unusually bumpy
(and most amusing) landing on my
first such stop-off, having already been
delighted to witness dozens of zebras,
wildebeest and even the odd giraffe
from the air, I had a pinch-me moment
when I spotted at the end of the run-

way (dirt airstrip) a herd of elephants
shading themselves under the trees.
Now that’s something you don’t see at
Heathrow.

Feeling fortunate to have already
ticked off one of the ‘Big Five’, I was
keen to search for more of the same.
Yet on the game drive from the airstrip
to my accommodation, I was surprised
at how thrilling it was to glimpse some
of Africa’s more compact wildlife, such
as rainbow-like reptiles.

On arriving at our remote lodge in
the Mara, I immediately realised that
my tent wasn’t as envisaged – a flimsy
shelter with no mod cons. No, we were
talking glamping accommodation on
the grandest of scales, made from ro-
bust canvas that felt almost like a per-
manent structure. With proper beds
and bedding, space to hang your
clothes and fully-functioning bath-

rooms boasting towels and toiletries.
Rooms at most camps contain a

safe for storing valuables, plus either a
reassuring air horn or walkie-talkie, so
you can sleep easy knowing that
someone will rush to your aid should
the need arise. After dark, guests are
walked safely back to their rooms by
attentive staff, who are generally
armed with a spear or gun.

Kenyan camps normally serve fixed
courses, which your server will detail
beforehand. Only guests with dietary
requirements receive something dif-
ferent from other diners. While food,
flights and facilities are vital aspects of
any trip, a safari in Kenya is, of course,
first and foremost about the wildlife.

Game drives usually take place
twice daily – once in the early morning
and again in the late afternoon or early
evening. As I set off on my first official
game drive to explore the world-
renowned Masai Mara, I can’t deny
that I was filled with a sense of vulner-
ability. My friendly and informative
guide attempted to put my mind at
ease, explaining that animals see the
4x4 vehicle as a large entity that’s part
of the landscape and ignore it, as they
would a tree. 

We passed groups of gazelle, herds
of buffalo … and before long, my guide
slowed to a snail’s pace and simply
said, ‘Lion.’ He had spotted a large
male and made to pull up some way
ahead of it. Both, petrified and capti-
vated, I watched – hardly daring to

breathe – as it slowly meandered right
up to the vehicle. It then stalked close
behind it, swishing its tail as it went
and hitting the back of the truck, mak-
ing me jump almost out of it.

Sightings such as this were by no
means isolated and the following day
offered the most mind-blowing mo-
ment of my entire trip, when we wit-
nessed a female cheetah with her
adorable adolescent cub. Even better,
after several minutes of patiently wait-
ing, we observed the mother run at full
pelt in pursuit of a Thomson’s gazelle. 

The best non-wildlife-related dis-
covery for a first-time safari-goer is un-
doubtedly the obligatory sundowner –
as the name suggests, this ritual entails
a refreshing drink served as the sun
slips below the horizon. As you round
off your day’s adventures, your guide
will pause your game drive to stop in a
spot ideal for celebrating a great day in
the African bush. 

While seeing Kenya’s array of won-
derful wildlife from the ground is unde-
niably riveting, seeing it from above –
from a hot air balloon – is quite literally
on another level. A sunrise balloon sa-
fari begins with a ridiculously early
wakeup call (usually around 4.30am)
and ends with a lavish bush breakfast
that more than makes up for any lack
of sleep. While you’re sure to witness
a good variety of wildlife, as you float
gently over the treetops it dawns on
you that this serene activity is about
more than just the animals below. It’s
the joy of having a bird’s eye view of
Kenya’s vast plains – any wildlife is
merely a bonus. 

The final safari of my trip was on
foot. A walking safari is unlikely to ap-
peal to every traveller – including me.
Why would any sane person willingly
venture off the beaten track to be so
exposed to Africa’s teeming wildlife?
Signing the mandatory liability waiver,
I wondered what I was letting myself
in for; no sooner had I embarked on
this ambling adventure than I knew I
was in safe hands, however.

We were advised on how to react in
different animal-altercation scenarios,
before learning about the fascinating
landscape, plants and birdlife. Having
identified multiple animal tracks and
droppings, we heard dozens of vervet
monkeys in the tall trees screeching
alarm calls, indicating that a leopard
was nearby. We did pass several gi-
raffe, plus countless zebra and gazelle. 

The highlight of the walk was with-
out a doubt the sight of four noisy hye-
nas across the plain, whooping and
cavorting not far ahead. A little un-
nerved at this point, I was rightly told
that this raucous quartet would ‘give
way’ so long as we remained close to-
gether. Talk about a walk on the wild
side!
(Courtesy: farandwild.travel)
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KENYA SAFARI

A KENYAN SAFARI IS A ‘ONCE IN A
LIFETIME EXPERIENCE’ NOT TO BE MISSED.
HOWEVER, THE THRILL OF STAYING IN
TENTS AMID PRECINCTS WHERE WILD
BEASTS ROAM FREELY IS SOMETHING 
NOT FOR THE CHICKEN-HEARTED. TRAVEL
WRITER FOR FAR AND WILD TRAVEL,
LOUSIE SHARES HER OWN 
EXPERIENCE IN KENYA

While seeing
Kenya’s array of
wonderful wildlife
from the ground is
undeniably 
riveting, seeing it
from above – from
a hot air balloon –
is quite literally on 
another level
LOUSIE
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T
ravellers in 2024 don't need con-
vincing that they have an impor-
tant role to play in addressing the
climate crisis. This awareness is
reflected in an ever-increasing
array of studies finding that more

than three-quarters of global travellers want to
travel more sustainably over the coming year,
and that 90% of consumers look for sustainable
options when travelling. 

Mindful travel to places recovering from un-
rest or disaster, meanwhile, can also help to
support a more sustainable future for these des-
tinations.

From destinations carving out innovative
green spaces to places ready to welcome back
tourists in the wake of tragedy, here are some
destinations welcoming sustainable travellers in
2024:

Valencia, Spain
Each year, the European Green Capital Award is
given to a city with an established and ongoing
commitment to improve the environment and
quality of life for residents and visitors. This
year's recipient was Valencia. Currently working
towards generating 100% of its electricity from
renewable sources by 2025, the Mediterranean
city prides itself on its green spaces, with 500
hectares to explore – including a suite of new
urban parks such as its Parque Central, which
unites neighbourhoods previously divided by a
railway that has since been relocated below
ground. 

With improved mass transit services and
pedestrian spaces making it easier to get around
Valencia, the relatively flat city also offers
200km of bike lanes. Visitors can even cycle (or
take public transport) to two national parks
fringing the city: the bird-filled Parque Natural
de l'Albufera, and Turia Natural Park, which is
laced with trails and dotted with natural pools.

High Atlas Mountains and
Marrakesh, Morocco
The earthquake that struck central Morocco in
September 2023 caused the deaths of more
than 2,900 people and the complete or partial

destruction of 50,000 homes – most of these
near the 6.8-magnitude quake's epicentre in the
High Atlas Mountains near Marrakech.

While Morocco's tourism industry has
proven to be resilient in the face of disaster, with
record tourism arrivals in 2023, hotels in largely
unscathed Marrakech have reported a drop in
bookings, while artisans behind the workshops
damaged in Marrakech's old medina are still
waiting for aid. All of the city's main attractions,
including the El Badi and Bahai palaces, Secret
Garden and the Saadian Tombs, have reopened
since the earthquake, and while some areas of
the old medina remain closed, its spice-scented
alleys are as atmospheric as ever.

Saba, Dutch Caribbean
The smallest special municipality of the Nether-
lands, the tiny tropical island of Saba is emerging
as a champion of sustainable tourism in the
Caribbean. Balancing the carbon cost of flying

to the 13sqkm island (reached by ferry from
neighbouring St Maarten) is an impressive array
of initiatives, including a solar park producing
35-40% of the island's power needs, a compre-
hensive recycling system, a marine park encir-
cling the island (with excellent diving) and a ban
on single-use plastics (Saba has its own water
bottling plant). 

In 2023, the Saba Bank – the largest subma-
rine atoll in the Atlantic Ocean – was named by
international marine conservation organisation
Mission Blue as a Hope Spot, a designation
identifying destinations scientifically identified
as critical to the ocean's health. 

The mountainous volcanic island is laced
with lush hiking trails, while beautifully pat-
terned Nassau groupers are among the abun-
dance of reef fish commonly encountered by
snorkellers and scuba divers. 

Singapore
Singapore's sustainability journey is legendary,
kicking off in 1967 when then-Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew mooted his ‘city in a garden’ vi-
sion. Following more than 50 years of mindful
urban development – including the creation of

more than 300km of green corridors as part of
the city-state's Park Connector Network – Sin-
gapore became the world's first entire nation to
receive sustainable destination certification
from the Global Sustainable Tourism Council, in
2023. 

Locals and visitors continue to reap the ben-
efits, with new and upcoming attractions includ-
ing the 24km hiking-biking Rail Corridor (due to
fully open in 2024) and the enhancement of 13
southern parks, along with two new trails on the
Coast to Coast Trail network. Singapore is also
set to welcome seven new MRT (metro) sta-
tions on the Thomson-East Coast Line in early
2024.

Belfast, UK
The UK's tourism industry remains the
strongest supporter of the Glasgow Declaration
on Climate Action in Tourism launched at
COP25 in 2021, with 172 signatories compared
to the US in second place with 73. Among the
UK cities making the biggest strides towards a
sustainable future is Belfast, which in 2023
jumped from 47th place in the Global Destina-
tion Sustainability Index into the top 11 within 18

months. The Northern Ireland capital is now
being held up as a blueprint for excellence in a
white paper published by Edinburgh-based sus-
tainability certification organisation Green
Tourism.

Popular Green Tourism-certified attractions
include the Titanic Belfast museum, which aims
to be a zero-waste organisation by 2030, and
the neighbouring Titanic Hotel Belfast, created
in the former headquarters of Harland and
Wolff, builders of the RMS Titanic. 

Southern Great Barrier Reef,
Australia
Approximately 90% of the two million annual
visitors to the Great Barrier Reef stick to the sul-
try northern hubs of Cairns and Townsville. Yet,
some of the most rewarding and low-impact op-
portunities to experience this 2,300-km-long
ecosystem occur in the Southern Great Barrier
Reef.

Rehabilitated from a guano-mined coral cay
left to feral goats, the manta ray haven of Lady
Elliot Island at the reef's southern tip is now one
of Australia's foremost eco-resorts, run almost
entirely on renewable energy. Just 40km to
north-east as the crow flies, uninhabited Lady
Musgrave Island provides a wild backdrop for
day trips and overnight glamping experiences
with Lady Musgrave Experience, which holds
Advance Ecotourism and Climate Action certi-
fications from Ecotourism Australia.

Panama, Central America
Costa Rica has carved out a reputation as Cen-
tral America's leader in sustainable tourism, and
now neighbouring Panama – which in 2023
granted legal rights to turtles – is stepping into
the limelight as a community-based tourism pi-

oneer. Despite Panama's diverse array of In-
digenous cultures (accounting for

approximately 14% of the population) and
rich biodiversity, the nation's tourism has
traditionally centred on its famed canal
and sultry capital Panama City.

Now, visitors can explore Panama's
lush rainforests and palm-fringed is-
lands more meaningfully with the peo-
ple who know it best: Indigenous and
rural communities. A new portal is en-
abling visitors to explore Panama's lush
rainforests and palm-fringed islands
more meaningfully. 

Maui, United States
The horror of the wildfires that ravaged the

Hawaiian island of Maui in August 2023,
claiming at least 115 lives, destroying more

than 2,200 buildings and homes and uprooting
thousands, was felt around the world. In the
days following the tragedy, many Hawaiians
told tourists to stay away. But with restaurants,
hotels and tour operators since forced to lay off
workers and unemployment rates surging, offi-
cials are now asking people to return responsi-
bly.

Given the extensive devastation on the north-
western side of the island, the Hawai'i Tourism
Authority (HTA) reports that Lāhainā will re-
main closed to the public until further notice.

Greenland
Long overshadowed by the ground-breaking
sustainable tourism initiatives of the lower
Nordic nations, Greenland is increasingly also
taking steps to safeguard its icy territory – and
its growing tourism industry – as it navigates its
future on the frontline of the climate crisis. 

Nuuk became the world's first capital city to
be certified by EarthCheck as a sustainable
tourist destination in 2020. In 2022, Visit
Greenland announced the cessation of its sup-
port for conventional cruise tourism on sustain-
ability grounds, and in 2023, Visit Greenland
invited the tourism industry to support a shared
pledge towards more sustainable and responsi-
ble tourism development.

Encouraging tourism beyond the capital is
the excellent Icefjord Centre in Illulissat, due to
welcome a new airport of its own in the coming
years. 

Dominica, Lesser Antillies
In the wake of the category-five hurricane that
devastated the small Caribbean island nation in
2017, Dominica's prime minister announced
plans to make Dominica ‘the world's first cli-
mate-resilient nation’. While the development
of early-warning systems and resilient housing
is now helping to safeguard residents, a new
kayaking trail is helping to promote the island –
already home to the Caribbean's longest hiking
trail – as a sustainable tourism destination.

Hugging the island's dramatic west coast for
more than 60km, the Waitukubuli Sea Trail is
the Caribbean's first dedicated sea kayaking
route. It runs south to north along the island's
western coastline, taking in welcoming commu-
nities, secluded beaches, dramatic scenery and
local cuisine. 
(Courtesy: cnn.com)
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