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Financial Services Authority of
Oman has announced a new set
of regulations aimed at providing
emergency healthcare to visitors. 

The decision, issued by Sultan
bin Salem al Habsi, Chairman of
Board of Directors of the author-
ity, is based on the provisions of
the Insurance Companies Law
enacted via Royal Decree No
12/79.

The newly issued regulations
mandate the creation of a spe-
cialised ‘Visitors' Treatment Ac-
count in Emergency Cases’. This
account will facilitate financial
assistance for non-Omani indi-
viduals entering the sultanate
through land, sea or air ports for
short visits, ensuring they receive
necessary medical care in emer-
gencies.

Under these regulations, an
account management commit-
tee will be established within the
authority, appointed by its exec-
utive president. The committee

will be responsible for reviewing
healthcare assistance applica-
tions, verifying required docu-
ments and data, assessing health
condition of patients, and poten-
tially directing them to appropri-
ate health institutions. 

The committee is authorised
to engage health insurance
claims management companies
to scrutinise the authenticity of
aid requests and manage finan-

cial compensation.
Article 6 of the decision out-

lines specific circumstances
under which aid can be dis-
bursed. Assistance will be avail-
able when a visitor's health
insurance coverage limit for
emergencies is exhausted, their
health insurance policy expires,
or if the visitor doesn’t have any
health or travel insurance docu-
mentation.

Article 7 states aid will not be
extended to GCC citizens visiting
Oman for less than three months
or members of official sports and
cultural delegations visiting the
country.

Applications for aid must be
submitted to the committee
with necessary documentation,
including visit visa, proof of
emergency health condition re-
quiring hospitalisation, and evi-

dence of the visitor's inability to
finance the emergency treat-
ment certified by the visitor’s
embassy.

The decision is set to be effec-
tive 90 days following its publi-
cation in the Official Gazette,
marking a proactive step by the
Omani government to ensure
the safety and well-being of in-
ternational visitors during their
stay in the country. 
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In a significant environmental
policy shift, Oman has prohib-
ited the export of firewood and
charcoal, a move aimed at pre-
serving the country's natural re-
sources. 

Dr Abdullah bin Ali al Amri,
Chairman of Environment Au-
thority, has issued Decision No
70/2024, which revises existing
regulations concerning logging
and charcoal production pro-
cesses. The decision aligns with
Oman's Environmental Protec-
tion and Pollution Control Law
enacted via Royal Decree No
114/2001, as well as the Law on
Natural Reserves and Wildlife
Conservation outlined in Royal
Decree No 6/2003.

The newly enforced regula-
tions specify that the export of
firewood and charcoal will be
strictly controlled, with excep-
tions only for products that are
imported into Oman and then
re-exported, or those derived
from exotic and invasive plant
species as identified by the Envi-
ronment Authority.

Individuals or entities found in
breach of the export ban face
administrative fines ranging
from RO200 to RO1,000. For re-
peated offences within a year of
the initial fine, penalties double. 

The decision was issued on
April 24 and came into effect the
day after its publication in the
Official Gazette, marking a criti-
cal step towards sustainable en-
vironmental management and
conservation efforts in Oman. 

The move is expected to pre-
vent the depletion of natural re-
sources and foster a more
sustainable approach to han-
dling the nation's wood products
and by-products.

Oman bans export of
firewood, charcoal 
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Omani students at UTAS
develop smart glasses to
aid visually impaired

13

‘Freedom for Gaza’: 
Pro-Palestine rallies sweep
across European cities
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The Secretariat General of Na-
tional Celebrations (SGNC) has
announced a contest to design
the logo of Oman’s Renewed
Renaissance 2025. 

According to a statement is-
sued by SGNC, the design must
prominently feature the words
‘Oman’s Renewed Renaissance
2025’, while reflecting the spirit
of Oman's development jour-
ney. 

‘There is a reward of
RO3,000 for the winning entry.
This is a unique opportunity for
artists and designers to leave
their mark on Oman's narrative

of progress and renewal.’ 
The design must stand out

for its originality and ingenuity,
steering away from conven-
tional norms.

SGNC has outlined specific
criteria for entrants - the logo
should be simple yet creative,
and it must be original, not bear-
ing any resemblance to existing
logos. 

Participants are permitted to
submit up to three designs. The
creator of the winning design
must be prepared to make ad-
justments as requested. 

The winning design will be-
come the property of SGNC,
with no rights reserved by the
designer, the statement added.

RO3,000 contest to design logo of
‘Oman’s Renewed Renaissance 2025’

SAYYID THEYAZIN AT WEF MEET 

H H Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham al Said, Minister of Culture,

Sports and Youth, took part in the Special Meeting on Global

Collaboration, Growth and Energy for Development of World

Economic Forum (WEF) in Riyadh on Sunday. He is seen here with

Borge Brende, President of WEF (ONA)

Assistance will be
available when a 
visitor’s health 
insurance coverage
limit for emergencies
is exhausted, their
health insurance 
policy expires, or 
if the visitor doesn’t
have any health or
travel insurance 
documentation

Emergency health support for
foreign visitors introduced 
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Nasser al Adawi
Brand manager 

To improve biodiversity and at-
tract more tourists, Oman can
add well-marked trails, offer
guided tours, and provide edu-
cational programmes about
local wildlife. Eco-friendly facil-
ities and proper marketing will
also help make these reserves
more appealing to visitors.

Sweta Sinha 
Homemaker 

Oman can provide person-
alised activities such as wildlife
photography tours and conser-
vation workshops at these na-
ture reserves to woo more
visitors. 

Aijaz Khan
Educator and entrepreneur

The nature reserves in the sul-
tanate do attract tourists. How-
ever, it's important to focus on
enhancing facilities in existing
reserves rather than adding
new ones. This can be done by
offering facilities for birdwatch-
ing, viewing rare animals, stay-
ing in treehouses, hiking, paid
fishing in stocked ponds, and
having ample dining options
catering to all categories of vis-
itors. 

Santosh Kumar
Businessman 

Oman's expanded nature re-
serve network offers diverse

ecosystems for tourists to ex-
plore. Enhancing accessibility
through well-marked trails, vis-
itor centres, instructions in both
English and Arabic, and proper
signage can enrich the tourist
experience while fostering ap-
preciation for conservation ef-
forts. 

Amjad Khan 
Businessman 

The addition of three new na-
ture reserves enhances Oman's
appeal to eco-tourists. To fur-
ther bolster biodiversity and at-
tract visitors, investments are
required in infrastructure like

resorts, eco-lodges and guided
tours which could provide im-
mersive experiences while safe-
guarding delicate ecosystems.

Ahmed al Balushi
PRO 

The new reserves significantly

contribute to Oman's eco-
tourism sector. To maximise
their potential, initiatives like
community-based conservation
projects, and educational pro-
grammes like taking school chil-
dren out there can have
long-term benefits for biodiver-
sity and tourism.
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Oman’s nature reserves, with their picturesque
landscapes, diverse wildlife, camping sites and
diving facilities, offer unique opportunities to
explore nature and underwater marvels.
The sultanate has added three more nature
reserves taking the total to 30. Are nature reserves
adding to the tourist attractions in the country?
What more can be done to make these a haven
for biodiversity and attract tourists? Here is what
Muscat Daily readers said - 

Leave the roads; take the trails
Oman Design
and Build
Week kicks
off today 
Muscat - Oman Design and Build
Week 2024, a pivotal event for
the building construction, design
and real estate industry, will
begin on Monday at Oman Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre.
The event, now in its 19th edition,
will open under the auspices of
Abdulsalam al Murshidi, Presi-
dent of Oman Investment Au-
thority, with large local and
international participation.

Regarded as the largest annual
gathering in Oman's real estate
sector, the event will run along-
side the ninth real estate exhibi-
tion. It will offer a significant
platform for professionals to ex-
change knowledge, showcase the
latest technologies in real estate
development, and discuss mod-
ern technological advancements
in the industry.

This year, the event aims to re-
inforce Oman's status as a bur-
geoning investment hub in real
estate development, foster col-
laborations within the sector, and
encourage knowledge sharing to
bolster industry growth. Addi-
tionally, it focuses on empower-
ing emerging companies, boost-
ing industry efficiency, and show-
casing cutting-edge develop-
ments in real estate technology.

Prominent projects to be fea-
tured in the exhibition include ini-
tiatives of the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning, like
the Jabal Akhdar mountain des-
tination project, Sultan Haitham
City, Al Khuwair Muscat Down-
town and Waterfront Develop-
ment, and future cities in Salalah
and Sohar. 
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Omani students at UTAS
develop smart glasses to
aid visually impaired
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Four students from the University
of Technology and Applied Sci-
ences (UTAS) in Shinas have de-
veloped smart glasses, which
were tested and found to be
greatly helpful for visually im-
paired to reduce their reliance on
external assistance.

The project, titled ‘Virtual In-
telligent Eye Vision (VIEV)’, has
garnered attention for its innova-
tive approach to supporting indi-
viduals with visual impairments.

The UTAS team - Alaa Saeed
Abdullah al Jabri, Maisa Salem
Ghareeb al Breiki, Maha Abdullah
Saeed al Dhahli, and Noura Ali
Mohammed al Shuhi - has also
qualified for the World Summit
on the Information Society 2024
(WSIS 2024) to be held in
Geneva from May 27 to 31.

The global forum will be organ-
ised in collaboration with Unesco,
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), and UNC-
TAD, among others.

In an interview with Muscat
Daily, Alaa al Jabri shared insights
into the project's inception, stat-
ing that development began in
2022. These smart glasses have
various components such as
camera, headphone, Raspberry
Pi, ultrasonic sensor, GrovePi
board, buzzer, and speaker.

These devices work in tandem
to offer a range of functionalities
tailored to assist visually im-
paired people in their daily lives.

“Among the features of the
smart glasses are the ability to
recognise people in front of the
user, provide information on time
and date, convert text into spo-
ken words for reading books, and
detect obstacles through alert
sounds,” Alaa said.

Additionally, users can engage
in chat with the glasses to re-
quest assistance, further enhanc-
ing their autonomy and
convenience, she explained.

Despite the challenges such as
scarcity of sensor devices and
their high cost, as well as limita-
tions in the Raspberry Pi’s pro-

cessing power, the team perse-
vered by adopting a modular pro-
gramming approach. “This
strategy allowed us to overcome
technical constraints and ensure
the functionality of each feature
independently.”

Looking ahead, the team aims
to integrate additional technolo-
gies such as GPS for navigation
and database storage for tracking
and safety purposes. These stu-
dents envision leveraging AI
technology to provide compre-
hensive and personalised re-
sponses to users’ inquiries,
surpassing conventional human

capabilities.
The project has undergone

rigorous testing and has proven
its effectiveness in various com-
petitions, Alaa informed. 

The team aspires for wider
adoption of their innovation,
seeking support from small and
medium-sized enterprises and
relevant authorities. “Our partic-
ipation in the WSIS 2024 repre-
sents a significant milestone.”

To support their project’s
nomination for the WSIS 2024,
interested individuals can vote via
the official website: WSIS 2024
Voting Portal.

Washington, US - The Sultanate
of Oman and the United States
held the second round of the
Omani-American Strategic Dia-
logue in Washington, DC, on
Saturday focusing on enhancing
bilateral cooperation in environ-
mental conservation and clean
energy development. 

The session, chaired by H E
Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali al Harthy,
Undersecretary for Political Af-
fairs in the Foreign Ministry, and
Jose Fernandez, Undersecretary
for Economic Growth, Energy,
and the Environment in the US
Department of State, marks a
significant step in strengthening
ties between the two nations.

During the meeting, discus-
sions centred around establish-
ing robust communication
channels between Omani uni-
versity researchers and their
American counterparts. 

This collaboration aims to
boost scientific research in vital
areas such as environmental
protection, clean energy, and in-
novative technologies.

Key topics included combat-
ing air and plastic pollution, en-
hancing environmental
regulatory frameworks, and ad-

vancing practices in biodiversity
preservation and natural reserve
management. 

The dialogue also covered cli-
mate change issues, the promo-
tion of clean and renewable
energy sources like green hydro-
gen, and technologies for carbon
capture, utilisation and storage,
with an overarching goal of
achieving carbon neutrality.

Furthermore, the discussions
extended to the use of technol-
ogy in sustainable environmental
management, improving readi-
ness for environmental disasters,
and exchanging expertise in ed-
ucational, training, and aware-
ness initiatives related to

environmental conservation.
The dialogue also emphasised

the importance of local manage-
ment in mitigating environmen-
tal impacts and sharing best
practices for strategic environ-
mental decision-making.

This engagement is part of a
broader initiative under the up-
dated action plan for environ-
mental cooperation for 2024-27,
ratified between Oman and the
United States in February this
year. 

This plan underscores the
commitment of both countries to
work collaboratively on environ-
mental issues that have both re-
gional and global implications.

Oman, US advance cooperation 
to enhance carbon neutrality

Users can engage in chat
with the glasses to request
assistance, enhancing
their autonomy
ALAA AL JABRI 
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H E Dr Hilal Ali al Sabti, Minister
of Health, on Thursday had a
consultative meeting with the
Governors at JW Marriott Hotel
in Muscat.

According to a press release,
the meeting was convened fol-
lowing the directives of the
Council of Ministers regarding
the importance of continuous
communication between minis-
ters and governors to discuss
ways of cooperation, coordina-
tion, integration, and partnership
in serving the public good.

The meeting was attended by
Their Excellencies Undersecre-
taries in the Ministry of Health
and a number of Directors Gen-
eral and senior officials of the
ministry. It serves the national ef-
forts made to enhance integra-
tion between governorates,
reflects the importance of this in-
tegration in investing in enabling
opportunities and available re-
sources to achieve sustainable
development in the health sector,
and turning visions into practical
reality with translated actions
and executive plans that posi-
tively reflect and serve the inter-
est of sustainable development.

In his opening remarks, the
Minister of Health stated that

these meetings, amidst struc-
tural transformations aligned
with Oman Vision 2040, have
become an inevitable necessity
for a quality healthcare system,
which can only be achieved
through the exchange of visions
and shared responsibility. 

H E Sabti elaborated, stating
that the primary concerns at pre-
sent include enabling possibili-
ties, clarifying tools, and the
effectiveness and efficiency of
mechanisms, all underpinned by
foundations and legislation that
facilitate fluidity. He stressed
that this is what they are striving
for and what they are prepared

to accompany at the health level
through the reengineering of the
healthcare sector. 

Hence, this engineering came
to establish a solid ground based
on regulations and structuring to
facilitate performance monitor-
ing and provide reference guar-
antees through accountability.

He addressed the governors
stating that each of them repre-
sents the healthcare sector in all
the governorates of the Sultanate
of Oman, emphasising that with
their advice and suggestions,
many insights and requirements
become clear, tailored to the lo-
cation and geography of their re-

gions. H E Sabti called upon all to
collaborate, each within their
governorate, to enhance partner-
ships with civil society institu-
tions and the private sector, as
well to work with other sectors to
elevate the healthcare system in
Oman by expanding the integra-
tive role and turning challenges
into opportunities to ensure the
provision of optimal healthcare
services.

The meeting consisted two
sessions, the first panel touched
upon Aspirations and Future Op-
portunities during which the
Minister of Health highlighted
the Ministry and its strategic

roles, while Judge Abdul Rahman
al Maamari, the Minister’s Legal
Advisor, gave a lecture reviewing
the most prominent updates and
formulation of legislation regard-
ing the healthcare system, as
well as the laws and regulations
currently being drafted.

The second session outlined
sustainable health development,
investment and partnership dur-
ing which H E Dr Saeed al Lamki,
Undersecretary for Health Af-
fairs in the ministry, remarked on
the promotion and development
of health care and public health
services in the governorates; the
reality and expectations. 

It addressed three main top-
ics, which are strengthening
health service delivery inputs and
systems, strengthening decen-
tralisation on providing health
services, and supporting primary
health care and public health ser-
vices.

H E Dr Ahmed al Mandhari,
Undersecretary for Planning and
Health Regulation in MoH, re-
viewed the role of the ministry in
planning and health regulation,
tasks and components of Under-
secretariat of Planning and
Health Regulation, and the chal-
lenges and opportunities.

Minister of Health H E Sabti holds
consultative meeting with Governors

In recognition of its exceptional
achievements and pioneering
roles in delivering the best bank-
ing services and facilities to cus-
tomers from individuals and
corporates, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial service provider
in Oman, has been listed within
Forbes’ 30 most valuable banks
in the Middle East for 2024
based on the market value. 

This achievement represents
a milestone of success added to
the bank’s track record of
achievements throughout its
journey of over 40 years, empha-
sising the bank’s pioneering po-
sition and stance of excellence in
customer service in the country. 

The selection of Bank Muscat
as one of the valuable banks in
the GCC within Forbes’ rating
came according to the criteria
set by the institution, including
the financial performance of the

previous year, market value, the
size of sales, assets, and profits,
in addition to the prominent role
the rated institution plays in ser-
vice delivery and product devel-
opment.  

Bank Muscat takes pride in
being one of the best banks in the
Middle East and the leading
banking institution in the Sul-
tanate. This recognition puts an
emphasis on the bank’s excel-
lence in the banking sector
across different levels including
the delivery of the best services
and facilities to customers, aim-
ing to enhance customer base
and fostering customers’ banking
experience. 

The bank also plays a vital role
in launching initiatives around
the Corporate and Sustainable
Responsibility (CSR) field, under-
scoring its commitment to serv-
ing the community.

Bank Muscat one 
of 30 most valuable
banks in ME region

BankDhofar is proud to an-
nounce the launch of Samsung
Wallet, an innovative digital mo-
bile payment solution designed
to make shopping more conve-
nient and seamless. 

With Samsung Wallet, cus-
tomers can now effortlessly use
their Samsung device to com-
plete transactions, offering a
convenient and secure shopping
experience.

Bilal al Raisi, Assistant Gen-
eral Manager of Cards and Ban-
cassurance, expressed the
bank's commitment to delivering
innovative and user-friendly
banking services to meet the
evolving needs of customers. 

“At BankDhofar, we are dedi-
cated to leveraging technology to
enhance the banking experience
for our customers. The launch of
Samsung Pay underscores our
commitment to leverage technol-
ogy and enhance customers day
to day banking experience that is
simple, convenient and secure.”

Mandar Karkhanis, Head of

Mobile Devices Sales at Samsung
Gulf Electronics, highlighted the
significance of the partnership
with BankDhofar in expanding
Samsung's reach in the Middle
East region. BankDhofar is one of
the leading banks in Oman, with
a rich legacy of 35 years in the
banking sector.

“This partnership marks a sig-

nificant milestone in Samsung's
journey to offer optimal and se-
cure digital solutions to cus-
tomers in the region,” Karkhanis
stressed. “BankDhofar shares
our vision of providing customers
with innovative and secure digi-
tal payment solutions. With
Samsung Pay, customers can
enjoy a seamless and secure

payment experience, whether
they are shopping online or at
their favorite stores.”

Samsung Pay offers cus-
tomers a wide range of features
and benefits, including secure
transactions, compatibility with
a variety of Samsung devices,
and the ability to store loyalty
cards and reward points for
added convenience. With its
user-friendly interface and ad-
vanced security features, Sam-
sung Pay is set to revolutionise
the digital payment landscape in
Oman and beyond.

Customers can easily activate
Samsung Pay by downloading
the application from the Galaxy
Store on their Samsung devices
and following a simple setup pro-
cess. 

With BankDhofar's dedication
to digital innovation, Samsung
Pay joins a suite of digital bank-
ing solutions, providing cus-
tomers with a comprehensive
range of options to manage their
finances efficiently and securely.

BankDhofar launches innovative Samsung
Wallet for convenient, seamless shopping

The international stage phe-
nomenon, STOMP, took Muscat
by storm with a triumphant
three-night performance at the
Royal Opera House Muscat
(ROHM). 

Drawing near sold-out crowds
on all three occasions, this glob-
ally acclaimed production capti-
vated audiences with its unique
blend of percussion, comedy,
and theatrical brilliance. De-
scribed by the New York Times
as ‘Brilliant and very funny: the-
atre at its most seductive’,
STOMP fascinated expatriates,
locals, and visitors alike for its
premiere tour in the country. 

For over 30 years, STOMP
has delighted audiences world-
wide, reaching over 15mn people
in 53 countries across five conti-
nents. From humble beginnings,
co-creators Luke Cresswell and
Steve McNicholas crafted a pro-
duction that transforms every-
day objects into musical
instruments, turning the mun-
dane into the extraordinary.
With its innovative choreogra-
phy and infectious rhythm,

STOMP has earned prestigious
awards, including an Olivier
Award for Best Choreography
and a New York Obie Award.

At ROHM, the 8 cast mem-
bers employed boots, bins, and
even kitchen sinks for instru-
ments of rhythm and laughter.
The show's co-directors ex-
pressed their pride in bringing

STOMP to Oman, emphasising
the overwhelming response from
Muscat audiences.

“We are very proud to bring
STOMP to Oman for the very
first time,” said co-directors
Cresswell and McNicholas. “It
was another show-stopping per-
formance, and we loved seeing
the reaction from the audience at

the Royal Opera House Muscat!”
STOMP's successful run in

Muscat adds to the national
opera house's reputation for
hosting world-class entertain-
ment. As the 2023/24 season
draws to a close, the opera house
continues its commitment to ex-
cellence with upcoming perfor-
mances.

STOMP captivates audiences in 3-night run
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Abraj Energy Services, Oman’s
leading oil and gas services
provider, has inked an MoU with
Sonatrach, the Algerian oil and
gas group.

This agreement aims to cre-
ate new business opportunities
and foster integrated project
management in the oil and gas
services sector between the two
countries.

The MoU was signed by Eng
Saif al Hamhami, CEO of Abraj
Energy Services, and Farhat
Aounougui, Vice President of
Business Development and Mar-
keting at Sonatrach. 

The signing ceremony was
witnessed by Rachid Hachichi,
the CEO and Chairman of
Sonatrach Group, Ayad al
Balushi, Chairman of Abraj En-
ergy Services, several senior offi-
cials from both companies and H
E Dr Mohamed Ali Bougazi, the
Algerian Ambassador to the sul-
tanate. 

The event was held at the W
Hotel in Muscat during a three-
day visit by Sonatrach's delega-
tion to Abraj Energy Services. 

“We are delighted to sign this
MoU with Sonatrach, which is a
crucial step towards bolstering
cooperation between Oman and

Algeria in the oil and gas sector,”
said Saif al Hamhami, the CEO of
Abraj Energy Services. “This part-
nership reflects our mutual com-
mitment to leverage our
capabilities and expertise to en-
hance joint business opportuni-
ties in oilfield services and
integrated project management.”

He added, “The Algerian del-
egation’s visit marks a significant
step towards achieving our goals
and strategic plans, and we look

forward to a bright future to-
gether in various fields.”

The MoU aims to facilitate the
exchange of expertise, knowl-
edge, and technology between
Abraj Energy Services and
Sonatrach, which oversees Alge-
ria’s energy and petroleum sec-
tor. It seeks to provide drilling
and well services and integrated
project management in Algeria’s
oil and gas fields.

Rachid Hachichi, Sonatrach’s

CEO and Chairman comments:
“The signing between Sonatrach
and Abraj Energy Services her-
alds a new chapter in the collab-
orative efforts between Algeria
and Oman in the energy sector.
This MoU is more than a simple
agreement; it is a bridge con-
necting the expertise and re-
sources of two leading national
companies, aiming to spearhead
innovation and excellence in the
oil and gas industry.”

Abraj Energy signs partnership
with Algerian oil and gas group

Oxy Oman served as the exclu-
sive Sustainability Host at the
Oman Petroleum and Energy
Show (OPES), where company
representatives displayed
achievements and innovations in
the energy sector.

The three-day-event was held
at the Oman Convention and Ex-
hibition Centre and was inaugu-
rated by H E Eng Salim bin
Nasser al Aufi, Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals.

Steven Lauver, President and
General Manager of Oxy Oman
attended the opening event
along with other senior repre-
sentatives of the company.

As part of the conference, Oxy
Oman also exclusively sponsored
the Energy4Me student work-
shop, a global educational pro-
gram developed by the Society of
Petroleum Engineers (SPE) to
promote energy knowledge and
education among school stu-
dents. The daylong workshop
comprised of sessions and
hands-on activities detailing key
concepts in exploration and pro-
duction in the oil & gas industry.

In addition, Oxy Oman repre-
sentatives took part in the exhi-
bition section of OPES with a
company booth, as well as the
Technical Conference that was

organised by SPE, with the
theme ‘Affordable, Sustainable
and Clean Energy’. 

Company representatives at
the Oxy Oman booth briefed vis-
itors on the company’s latest in-
novations and achievements,
including its CO2 Injection pilot
program at Safah Field; a virtual
reality experience simulating
Oxy Oman’s Drilling collabora-
tion room; and presentations on
Omanization and the role of Car-
bon Capture Utilization and Stor-
age (CCUS) technology in
Oman’s path to Net Zero.

In the technical conference,
company representatives dis-
cussed Oxy’s global technologi-
cal innovations, including its
Direct Air Capture (DAC) tech-
nology, as well as its long-term

investments to achieve net zero
emissions. In addition, Oxy
Oman employees presented on
operational efficiency and
achievements in steam technol-
ogy at Mukhaizna field.

“We’re pleased to continue
Oxy Oman’s presence and sup-
port at the OPES conference as
we highlight our industry’s lead-
ing operations and technologies.
OPES is an important platform
for knowledge exchange and fa-
cilitating discussion and collabo-
ration within the industry. As a
Sustainability Host, we are proud
to showcase the company’s
leading Carbon Capture technol-
ogy to the global energy industry,
and our support for the Oman
government’s roadmap to Net
Zero,” said Lauver.

Oxy Oman highlights 
innovations at OPES

In a heartwarming display of tal-
ent and compassion, an eight
years old girl Amaira Bhasin from
Muscat, Oman has made head-
lines for her achievements at the
ILS 2023-24 fest, hosted by the
Indian Language School in Lagos,
Nigeria. 

The event saw participation
from schools across the Gulf,
India, and Africa, showcasing di-
verse talents and cultural ex-
change. 

Amaira Bhasin, a student rep-
resenting Indian School Ghubra-
International, captured hearts
and admiration with her perfor-
mance in the ‘Caped Crusaders’
category competition, where she
along with another team mem-
ber brilliantly portrayed the
essence of superheroes. Her act
stood out among the competi-
tion, earning her well-deserved
recognition and applause.

What makes Amaira’s
achievement even more remark-
able is her real-life superhero
persona. At the tender age of 6,

she selflessly donated her hair to
a children's charity organisation
for cancer patients and was ap-
preciated by ‘The Little Princess
Trust’ based in the United King-
dom. Her act of kindness and
empathy touched the lives of
many, embodying the true spirit
of compassion and altruism.

Amaira’s parents, Shaurya
Bhasin and Parul Bhasin, could
not be prouder of their daugh-
ter's accomplishments. They
spoke fondly of Amaira’s dedica-
tion to her craft and her unwa-
vering commitment to helping

others. According to them, she
has always possessed a gener-
ous and compassionate heart,
and her actions at the competi-
tion are a testament to her char-
acter and values.

Speaking about her experi-
ence at the competition, Amaira
expressed her gratitude for the
opportunity to showcase her tal-
ents and make a positive impact.
She credits her passion for per-
forming arts and her desire to
make a difference as driving
forces behind her success.

Amaira’s story serves as an in-
spiration to young and old alike,
reminding us that acts of kind-
ness, no matter how small, have
the power to make a difference in
the world. As she continues her
journey, we have no doubt that
she will continue to shine bright
and spread joy wherever she
goes. Amaira is a true superhero
both on stage and in life. Her
story is a testament to the power
of compassion, talent, and the in-
domitable spirit of a child.

Child superhero Amaira Bhasin
shines at ILS-fest 2023-24

Continuing the spirit of generos-
ity, Moosa Abdul Rahman Has-
san & Co LLC extends its
remarkable offers until May 9 on
the GMC lineup. With unbeat-
able starting prices and the
unique chance to win a GMC
Acadia, these ongoing deals are
designed to provide customers
with exceptional value. 

This special opportunity is
available for any GMC model
purchased during the extended
offer period, ensuring that the
festive spirit is carried forward.

Customers will not only ben-
efit from remarkable starting
prices for the GMC Acadia,
Sierra, Yukon, and Terrain, but
they will also enjoy a host of ex-

clusive benefits designed to pro-
vide value, luxury, and peace of
mind. These include free insur-
ance and registration, a five-
year/100,000km complimen-
tary service package, a six-year
unlimited KM warranty, four-
year roadside assistance, free
window tinting, and VAT taken
care of by Moosa Abdul Rahman
Hassan & Co. LLC.

"Our recent promotion of-
fered our customers an opportu-
nity that was truly hard to resist.
Not only did we make our pric-
ing highly competitive, but we
also gave them the chance to
win a brand-new GMC Acadia.
The overwhelming response we
received is a testament to the

value these incentives brought
to our customers," said Saleem
Sayyad, National Manager -
Sales & Marketing at Moosa
Abdul Rahman Hassan & Co
LLC.

The versatile GMC Acadia,
perfect for family journeys and
everyday commutes, starts at
just RO16,495. For those who
demand rugged capability and
sophistication, the GMC Sierra is
available from RO20,955. Expe-
rience luxury on a grand scale
with the majestic GMC Yukon,
beginning at RO24,955. And for
sleek design and agile perfor-
mance, the GMC Terrain is an
excellent choice, with prices
starting from RO11,795.

GMC offers continue beyond Ramadan



Leverkusen, Germany - Bun-
desliga champions Bayer Lev-
erkusen scored a last-gasp
equaliser through Robert An-
drich to come from two goals
down and get a 2-2 draw against
VfB Stuttgart on Saturday that
extended their record unbeaten
run to 46 matches across all
competitions.

The Germany international
slotted in from eight metres after
Florian Wirtz had floated a free

kick into the box, to complete
their latest comeback after also
scoring a stoppage-time goal to
snatch a 1-1 draw against Borus-
sia Dortmund last week.

Xabi Alonso’s team, who play
AS Roma in the Europa League
semi-finals and are also through
to the German Cup final, have al-
ready secured their first ever
league title. They have also come
from behind on numerous occa-
sions this season.

London, England - Arsenal held
on to beat battling local rivals Tot-
tenham Hotspur 3-2 away and
move four points clear at the top
of the Premier League after an
emphatic first-half display and a
nervous second period in an elec-
tric derby atmosphere on Sunday.

An own goal by Pierre-Emile
Hojbjerg and efforts from Bukayo
Saka and Kai Havertz put the
Gunners in control at halftime
and although Spurs fought back
through Cristian Romero’s strike
and a Son Heung-min penalty the
visitors claimed the three points.

The victory moved Mikel
Arteta’s Gunners further ahead
of second-placed champions
Manchester City, who have two
games in hand and visit lowly
Nottingham Forest later on Sun-
day. Liverpool are in third spot a
point behind City but like Arsenal
having played 35 matches with
three games left.

Tottenham’s defeat hit their
hopes of playing Champions
League football next season as
they stand seven points off
fourth-placed Aston Villa, albeit
still with two games in hand.

Arsenal arrived at the home of
their neighbours desperate for a
win to boost their title challenge
and got the perfect start after 15
minutes when midfielder Hojb-
jerg headed the ball back into his
own net from a corner.

Tottenham reacted to going
behind and defender Romero hit
the outside of the post from a
James Maddison cross.

The hosts thought they had
equalised when Micky van de
Ven placed the ball past keeper
David Raya after Pedro Porro’s

strike deflected to him and the
stadium erupted but after a long
delay the goal was ruled out by
VAR for offside.

The Gunners extended their
lead just before the half hour
mark, though, when a counter-at-
tack was calmly finished by Saka
after Spurs’ Dejan Kulusevski
slipped in the Arsenal area.

Havertz added the third with a
simple header from a corner that
eluded the home defence and the

visitors were flying.
It was the first time shell-

shocked Tottenham had fallen 3-
0 behind at home to bitter rivals
Arsenal since 1959.

Spurs replaced Rodrigo Ben-
tancur with Pape Matar Sarr at
halftime and they pulled a goal
back through Romero just past
the hour after Raya played the
ball straight to him and the Ar-
gentine found the bottom corner
to lift the home fans.

Tottenham were awarded a
penalty after a VAR check in the
87th minute after Declan Rice
kicked Ben Davies just inside the
area when the Arsenal midfielder

tried to clear the ball and Son
stepped up to convert the spot-
kick as the noise level rose.

Spurs piled on the pressure
but could not breach the Arsenal
defence again and the visitors
were left to celebrate the win and
a healthy lead in the thrilling title
race.

Bournemouth 
beat Brighton 
Goals from Marco Senesi, Enes
Unal and Justin Kluivert gave
Bournemouth a comfortable 3-0
home win over Brighton & Hove
Albion on Sunday to ensure the
club’s highest points total in the

Premier League era with three
games left to play.

The 10th-placed Cherries have
amassed 48 points, two more
than their previous best total of
46 achieved in the 2016-17 sea-
son. South-coast rivals Brighton,
who finished sixth last year, are
12th on 44 points.

Brighton dominated posses-
sion in the first half but went be-
hind when Senesi reacted
quickest to head home from a
corner in the 13th minute, and de-
spite having the lion’s share of the
ball, the visitors only managed a
single shot on target in the open-
ing 45 minutes.
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Arsenal players celebrate their victory 

Gunners hold
off late Spurs
rally to go four
points clear 
at the top 

Birmingham, England - A bril-
liant second-half strike by
Chelsea midfielder Conor Gal-
lagher secured a 2-2 Premier
League draw with Aston Villa
on Saturday as the Blues
staged a thrilling comeback
from two goals down to
threaten Villa’s Champions
League hopes.

Villa are fourth on 67
points, seven ahead of Totten-
ham Hotspur, who play title-
chasing Arsenal in the North
London derby on Sunday as
one of their three games in
hand over Villa. Chelsea are
ninth on 48 points.

Thrashed 5-0 by Arsenal in
midweek, Chelsea got off to
the worst possible start when
Villa midfielder John
McGinn’s shot was scuffed
into his own net by Marc Cu-
curella in the fourth minute,
and the home side dominated
the opening 45 minutes.

They went in 2-0 up at the
break after Morgan Rogers
added their second goal just
before the break, his third in
three home games for Villa.

However, the game then
turned as Aston Villa were
forced to replace keeper Emi
Martinez with Robin Olsen
due to a hamstring injury, and
the Swede was powerless to
stop Noni Madueke from
pulling back a goal in the 63rd
minute.

When Gallagher was left
room to shoot from the edge
of the box he needed no sec-
ond invitation, curling a stun-
ning 81st-minute equaliser
past Olsen to put his side
level.

Chelsea almost completed
an incredible comeback by
snatching a late winner as
substitute Axel Disasi headed
what looked to be a stoppage-
time winner for the visitors,
but Benoit Badiashile was
found to have committed a
foul in the build-up and the
goal was ruled out.

That decision provoked an
angry response from the
Chelsea players, with several
of them confronting the ref-
eree after the final whistle to
protest about the decision.

Chelsea’s Conor Gallagher (C) celebrates his goal with teammates

Gallagher stunner
hands Chelsea draw
at Aston Villa

Andrich’s late goal helps 
Leverkusen stay unbeaten 

ARSENAL SHOW STEEL

Spurs’ defeat hit
their hopes of play-
ing Champions
League next season
as they stand seven
points off Aston
Villa, but with two
games in hand 

Robert Andrich 



Birthday/
Anniversary 

wishes to 
wish@apexmedia.co.om

with your 
resident card copy 

(It’s free of cost)
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MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings 
for individuals and establishments: 
Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or Available, 

Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale or Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc  

Please email your listing 
to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.

FOR 
RENT/SALE

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil - 9 5616835
Girish Sewani - 9 3893596

BIRTHDAY
WISHES

FAWZAN SUHAIL  

We wish you many,
many more

happy returns of the
day.

Lucknow, India - The target of 197
that Lucknow Super Giants set
Rajasthan Royals may not have
seemed like much at the end of
the first innings. After all, over the
last four days, targets of 262 and
211 had been chased comfortably,
while totals of 257 and 225 were
also nearly overrun.

But even so, RR were in a tricky
situation at 78 for 3 after 8.4
overs, after ending the powerplay
60 for 1. Ten overs into the chase,
with RR needing 116, ESPN-
cricinfo's forecaster gave LSG an
87.76 per cent chance of winning.
But then Sanju Samson joined
forces with an out-of-form Dhruv
Jurel, both batters scoring half-
centuries in a 121-run riposte to
LSG's hundred partnership be-
tween KL Rahul and Deepak
Hooda, and took Royals to victory
with an over to spare.

The result was Royals' eighth
win in nine games, taking them six
points clear of Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers in second place, and has all
but assured them of a place in the
playoffs with five games in hand.

Jos Buttler and Yashasvi
Jaiswal had added 60 off 34 balls.
But with two deliveries of the
powerplay remaining, Buttler was
bowled by Yash Thakur - moving
across his crease and missing a
full toss that crashed into the base
of leg stump. In the next over,
Marcus Stoinis had Jaiswal
caught at deep cover.

LSG had chosen a black-soil

pitch for this contest and brought
on 41-year-old legspinner Amit
Mishra for the first time this sea-
son as the Impact Player. He ac-
counted for RR's Impact Player -
Riyan Parag - having him caught
at deep cover too soon after con-

ceding a six. RR were in trouble
then but Samson and Jurel led
them out of it.

While Samson began his in-
nings with form on his side - he
was among the top-scorers of the
season - Jurel had managed only

ten runs in his previous three in-
nings across six matches. They
took their time, scoring only three
runs off the first eight balls of their
partnership, before ransacking
the next two overs for 29 runs.
Jurel launched Mishra for a six

and chipped Thakur for four,
while Samson also got three
boundaries.

The 14th over, from left-arm
quick Mohsin Khan, proved to be
the turning point of the game.
Jurel was dropped twice in that
over by Thakur and hit three fours
and a six, eventually finishing un-
beaten on 52 off 34 balls. Sam-
son's innings was less fraught with
risk and he ended the match with
a six to remain not out on 71 off
only 33 deliveries.

There were a few cracks on the
pitch in Lucknow, with the ball ex-
pected to turn. The soil was black
too, which has historically been
more spin-friendly. When LSG
batted, RR's spinners Ashwin and
Yuzvendra Chahal combined for
figures of 8-0-80-1. 

LSG's spinners didn't have
much success during the chase
either, even though there wasn't
much dew, with Krunal Pandya,
Ravi Bishnoi and Mishra bowing a
total of seven overs for figures of
1 for 60. 

KOLKATA 
KNIGHT RIDERS

VS

DELHI 
CAPITALS

MATCH 47

TODAYS MATCH 

6 PM

Sanju Samson celebrates after hitting the winning runs

Ahmedabad, India - Six overs
left in the chase, 53 to get.
Virat Kohli on 69, Will Jacks
on 44. The obvious question
at that point was whether
Kohli could get to a century.

That is till Jacks decided to
remind everybody of his pres-
ence and hitting abilities. He
went on a six-hitting spree to
help Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) ransack
58 off the next
two overs and
overhaul the
201 target
with four
overs to
spare. In the
process, he
also completely
sidetracked Kohli's
knock and blitzed to a
41-ball century, his
first in the IPL, with
minimum fuss. It was an in-
nings that changed speeds in
a blink of an eye, and had Kohli
gesturing that he missed only
a bucket of popcorn and a cold
drink from the best seat in the
house to witness the Will-
storm.

This was all after Gujarat
Titans posted 200 for 3 on the
back of an unbeaten 84 from
B Sai Sudharsan and a 30-ball
58 from Shahrukh Khan. With
the track assisting spin at the
start of the game before be-
coming conducive to stroke-
play, it looked as if GT had
enough on the board. Until it
wasn't.

Before the start of Sunday's

fixtures, RCB had the second-
worst economy rate in the
powerplay, their 10.53 being
only marginally better than
Kolkata Knight Riders' 10.68.
But against GT, the RCB
bowlers were on the money,
and it all started in the first
over. Swapnil Singh, playing
only his second game in IPL
2024, deceived Wriddhiman

Saha by flight, having
him caught at

short third in an
attempt to go
inside out.

Thereon,
Shubman Gill

and Sai Sud-
harsan merely

consol idated .
Their attempts to

free the shackles did
not bear fruit as they
could manage only

one four in the last three overs
of the powerplay to finish on
42 for 1. Glenn Maxwell, back
in the XI for RCB, then preyed
on Gill's quiet start to have
him caught brilliantly at long-
on in a diving effort by
Cameron Green.

At 45 for 2 in the seventh
over, GT decided to send in
Shahrukh at No. 4 and the
move paid rich dividends. He
got going straightaway,
sweeping Maxwell over long-
on for six before pulling a not-
so-short one between long-on
and deep midwicket for four.
Shahrukh was asked to be the
disruptor and he essayed that
role to perfection. 

Blazing Jacks ton 
helps Bengaluru 
ease past Gujarat

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024 MUSCAT DAILY      07

Rajasthan beat
Lucknow for
their eighth
victory 

Will Jacks and 

Virat Kohli 

CLASSIFIEDS 

SAMSON SHINES
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Paris, France - Paris St Germain
were held to a 3-3 draw at home
to relegation-battling Le Havre
on Saturday and will need to wait
before confirming their 12th
Ligue 1 title.

PSG would have clinched the
title with three games to spare
with a victory. They have a 12-
point gap over second-placed AS
Monaco, who are at Lyon on
Sunday, and a goal difference of
47 to Monaco’s 18.

“We are almost champions.
Mathematically no, I think we
can say that,” PSG manager Luis

Enrique told Canal+.
The away side opened the

scoring in the 19th minute
through Christopher Operi and
PSG levelled 10 minutes later
with Bradley Barcola scoring, but
Le Havre went ahead again
seven minutes before the break
when Andre Ayew found the net.

Le Havre made it 3-1 with an
Abdoulaye Toure penalty in the
61st minute, before Achrif
Hakimi gave PSG hope with a
goal 12 minutes from time and
Goncalo Ramos levelled in added
time. Le Havre are 15th on 29

points.
With one eye on PSG’s Cham-

pions League semi-final at
Borussia Dortmund on Wednes-

day, Luis Enrique named just one
player from the midweek win
over Lorient in his starting side,
with Kylian Mbappe dropped to
the bench.

PSG looked in control early on
but it was not just the rain pour-
ing down at Parc des Princes
which dampened the atmo-
sphere as the visitors threatened
to spoil the party by twice going
in front to lead at the break.

After soaking up all the early
PSG pressure, a counter-attack
ended with Emmanuel Sabbi’s
pass finding the unmarked Operi

who struck first time from just in-
side the area into the far bottom
corner.

PSG drew level when Warren
Zaire-Emery played a ball across
the goal from the right which was
tapped home at the far post by
Barcola, his third league goal this
season.

Le Havre struck again with
Loic Nego hitting a clever back-
heel pass to Ayew who took a
couple of touches to find space
in the box and his shot took a
slight deflection off Danilo
Pereira before hitting the net.

Paris St Germain’s Goncalo Ramos scores against Le Havre on Saturday

PSG made to
wait for title
despite
Ramos’ late
goal against
Le Havre 

‘ALMOST CHAMPIONS’
Turin, Italy - Juventus and AC
Milan played out a 0-0 draw at a
sold-out Allianz Stadium in Serie
A on Saturday, with both sides
still seeking to secure Champi-
ons League spots for next sea-
son.

Milan are second in the stand-
ings on 70 points while Juventus
remain third on 65 with four
games left to play, after Inter
Milan sealed the title on Mon-
day.

Bologna and AS Roma com-
plete the top five on 62 and 58
points respectively, both with a
game in hand before they play
their games on Sunday.

Italy earned the fifth spot for
the expanded 2024-25 Champi-
ons League last week via UEFA’s
coefficient table when Atalanta,
AS Roma and Fiorentina ad-
vanced to the semifinals in their
respective European competi-

tions.
“We are going through a deli-

cate moment,” Milan coach Ste-
fano Pioli told DAZN. “Reacting
like this is important even if it’s
clear that we can do better.

“I may have made mistakes,
the season could have been bet-
ter but if we have taken a lot of
points behind Inter, the others
are worse off than us. They have
done something exceptional.

Milan, without Davide Cal-
abria, Theo Hernandez and
Fikayo Tomori, also needed a
last-minute change in goal when
Mike Maignan suffered a muscle
strain in the warm-up and Marco
Sportiello started in his place.

Both sides started off cau-
tiously but Juventus, who on
Tuesday progressed to the
Coppa Italia final, were close to
opening the scoring just before
the break through a Dusan Vla-

Plenty still to play
for as Juve hold
Milan goalless 

Filip Kosti of Juventus (R) and Yunus Musah of AC Milan battle for the ball

Madrid, Spain - Rafael Nadal
continued his return to form as
he defeated Alex de Minaur 7-
6(6) 6-3 in the second round of
the Madrid Open on Saturday.

The five-time Madrid cham-
pion lost to De Minaur in
Barcelona last week, but in front
of another hugely partisan crowd
the 37-year-old outclassed the
Australian 10th seed this time
around.

“The atmosphere here is just
a joke so just can’t thank enough
everybody here,” Nadal said
after the crowd rose in apprecia-
tion of his display.

Nadal broke at the first oppor-
tunity to take a 2-0 lead in the
opening set, but De Minaur
broke back immediately after the
Spaniard got involved in a heated
exchange with the umpire. Nadal
was clearly upset at being told he
had not challenged a call in time.

He appeared rattled by the
exchange, and De Minaur then
broke to love to lead 4-3 but
Nadal recovered and broke again
to level, and in the tiebreak he
raced into a 6-2 lead before De

Minuar roared back to level at 6-
6. Nadal regained his composure
to win the opening set, and con-
tinued in the same vein as he
broke serve in the first game of
the second set, and ran out an
easy winner to the acclaim of the
Madrid crowd.

In what will probably be his
last season, Nadal’s comeback 
in January after almost a year out
with a hip injury ended early due
to a thigh issue, while his recent
return in Barcelona was halted 
by De Minaur in the second
round.

Rafael Nadal hits a return to Alex

de Minaur

Nadal battles past 
De Minaur in Madrid

Suzhou, China - Armand Du-
plantis missed out on another
pole vault world record but made
a strong statement ahead of this
year’s Olympic Games by easing
to victory in the second Diamond
League event of the season on
Saturday.

The 24-year-old Olympic
champion had broken his own
world record with a stellar effort
of 6.24 metres at the Xiamen
season opener last week and
wrapped up another victory in
China with his best of 6.00m too
good for the rest of the pack.

With the bar raised to 6.25m,
Duplantis was primed to break
the mark for a ninth time but he
was unable to clear the height in

his three attempts, coming ago-
nisingly close in his final chance
to leave some fans disappointed.

“I felt great today, really good.
To jump 6.00m today and com-
plete a successful tour, I have a
lot of good takeaways,” Duplan-
tis said.

“I felt a little bit flat today, but
still really good. I just feel condi-
tions have to be perfect for me to
jump a world record and I wasn’t
quite feeling it off the runway
tonight.

“Now I go back home and
train for a few weeks until my
next competition in Ostrava.”

Ben Broeders of Belgium and
Sam Kendricks of the United
States managed vaults of 5.82m

behind the winner.
Akani Simbine powered to

victory in the men’s 100m race in
the Shanghai leg of the premier
track and field series which is
being held in the neighbouring
city of Suzhou this year due to
stadium renovation.

The South African made a
good start and crossed the finish
line in 10.01 seconds to deny
reigning Diamond League cham-
pion Christian Coleman of the
United States back-to-back vic-
tories this season. Coleman’s
pace dropped towards the end
and he settled for silver with a
time of 10.04 seconds, ahead of
compatriot Fred Kerley who
clocked  10.11 seconds for

Armand Duplantis cruises to win in Suzhou Diamond League

Armand Duplantis’ best effort of 6.00m was too good for the rest

Steele wins LIV
Golf Adelaide 
Adelaide, Australia - American
Brendan Steele took the individ-
ual honours ahead of Louis Oost-
huizen at LIV Golf Adelaide on
Sunday as Cameron Smith sent
local fans into a frenzy by leading
the Australian Ripper quartet to
the team title in a playoff.

Overnight leader after a siz-
zling eight-under-par 64 in Sat-
urday’s second round, Steele
kept his nerve to back up with a
final-round 68 and win the $20
million event by a stroke on 18-
under.

The 41-year-old Californian
suffered a setback with a bogey
at the third, but five straight
birdies before the turn gave him
just enough of a cushion to get



ELON MUSK
VISITS CHINA

Elon Musk landed in Beijing on
Sunday for a surprise visit where

he was expected to push Chinese
officials to approve Tesla’s Full

Self-Driving software
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Marsa LNG
signs deal to
build plant at
Sohar Port

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Sohar Port and Freezone on Sun-
day signed a sub-usufruct agree-
ment with Marsa Liquefied
Natural Gas Company (Marsa
LNG), a joint venture between
TotalEnergies EP Oman Devel-
opment and OQ, for the develop-
ment of an LNG liquefaction
plant in Sohar Port.

The Marsa LNG project is
poised to significantly reduce the
industry's carbon footprint, ad-
vance Sohar Port and Freezone
as a forerunner in the global
green energy revolution, and es-
tablish Sohar Port as the first
LNG bunkering hub in the region.

The LNG bunkering project
boasts a distinct commitment to
sustainability as the first of its
kind powered by 100% solar
electricity, reaffirming its status
as a beacon of renewable energy
innovation. With a total invest-
ment of $1.6bn and an expansive
land area spanning 44.5
hectares, this transformative
project epitomises the region’s
bold vision for a greener, more
sustainable future.

In a press statement, Sergio
Giorgi, Managing Director and
Country Chair, Marsa LNG In-
terim CEO, said, "At Marsa LNG,
we are dedicated to driving im-
pactful changes and embracing
sustainable solutions that deliver
both environmental and eco-
nomic dividends. The LNG
bunkering project exemplifies
our shared dedication to pio-
neering innovation and sustain-

ability. We are honored to col-
laborate with Sohar Port on this
pioneering initiative that
promises to shape the future of
our industry."

Ahmed al Azkawi, Chief Exec-
utive – Upstream at OQ Explo-
ration and Production, said, “The
signing of the sub-usufruct
agreement represents an impor-
tant milestone for the Marsa
LNG project. This global collabo-
ration is a testament to our con-
sistent steps and unified goals
toward supporting economic
growth in Oman in line with
Oman Vision 2040 and the na-
tional agenda to achieve carbon-
neutrality by 2050. We are
confident that the Marsa LNG
bunkering facility will further so-
lidify Sohar Port's position as a
key logistic hub in the region by
adding a unique yet important
service to the port’s world-class
services.”

Emile Hoogsteden, CEO of
Sohar Port, said, "This agreement
signifies a monumental step for-
ward in our commitment to sus-
tainable innovation. This project
will undoubtedly increase vessel
calls to Sohar Port for bunkering
of traditional and alternative
fuels, further solidifying our posi-
tion as a key player in the mar-
itime industry.” 

“By harnessing renewable en-
ergy and cutting-edge technol-
ogy, we're leading the charge
towards greener, more efficient
maritime operations that not
only benefit our industry but also
underscore our commitment to
environmental responsibility.”

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Electricity Transmission
Company (OETC), a member of
Nama Group, announced on
Sunday that it has successfully
completed all construction
works at the 400kV Manah Grid
Station, and the station is
now operational. With
a total cost exceed-
ing RO11mn, the
project achieved
over one million
safe man-hours.

The project also
encompasses the 400
kV overhead lines connect-
ing the Manah Grid Station to the
400/132 kV Naheda Grid Sta-
tion and from the Manah Grid
Station to the New Izki Grid Sta-
tion. This project was completed
in a period of 1 year and 8
months.

The grid station includes ten
400 kV GIS Bays, 11 kV
switchgear, and two 750 kVA

transformers. This project aims
to evacuate power from the
Manah solar plants through the
main transmission network, bol-
stering the electrical transmis-
sion network with clean and
renewable energy units.

This is to ensure the achieve-
ment of sustainable environmen-

tal targets in line with
Oman Vision 2040

and reducing car-
bon emissions to
contribute to
achieving carbon

neutrality by 2050.
Additionally, it aims

to enhance the effi-
ciency, reliability, and safety

of OETC's network.
Eng Masoud al Riyami, Chief

Operational Officer at OETC,
emphasised the company's ef-
forts in supporting clean and re-
newable energy projects by
establishing various projects and
enhancing electricity supply to
major projects operating in this
sector.

OETC completes RO11mn
Manah Grid Station project



Our Correspondent
Muscat

A severe escalation of the con-
flict in the Middle East could see
oil prices climb significantly
higher, the World Bank said on
Thursday.

In its latest Commodity Mar-
kets Outlook, the World Bank
also noted that a major outbreak
of the crisis in the region could
pause inflationary decline and
stoke commodity prices globally.

“If the conflict in the Middle
East were to escalate further…
oil-supply disruptions could push
up global inflation,” the World
Bank said, as reported by Zawya.

A moderate supply disruption
could send Brent prices at $92
per barrel, while a severe flare-up
of tensions could mean oil trad-
ing at more than $100.

Brent crude oil climbed to $91
per barrel earlier this month,
nearly $34 per barrel above the
average recorded between 2015
and 2019.

“Global inflation remains un-
defeated”, noted Indermit Gill,
World Bank Group’s Chief
Economist and Senior Vice Pres-
ident.

“A key force for disinflation –
falling commodity prices – has
essentially hit the wall. That
means interest rates could re-

main higher than currently ex-
pected this year and next. The
world is at a vulnerable moment:
a major energy shock could un-
dermine much of the progress in
reducing inflation over the past
two years.”

Commodity prices
Commodity prices around the
world are currently levelling off
after posting a steep decline. Be-
tween mid-2022 and mid-2023,

prices fell by nearly 40%. Since
mid-2023, however, the World
Bank’s index of commodity
prices has remained essentially
unchanged.

If the geopolitical tensions will
not worsen, the bank said com-
modity prices could decline by
3% this year and 4% in 2025.
The rate of decline, however, will
not do much to subdue inflation
that remains above central bank
targets in most countries.

The price of gold is expected
to hit a record this year and mod-
erate slightly in 2025. Prices this
year will be supported by strong
demand from several central
banks in developing countries, as
well as heightened geopolitical
challenges.

The bank also sees increases
in the prices of natural gas, fertil-
izers and food due to an escala-
tion of the conflict in the Middle
East, a major gas supplier.

A baseline forecast, however,
calls for the overall food prices to
drop by 6% this year and 4% in
2025, while fertilizers could fall
by 22% and 6% over the same
period.

NEOM, Saudi Arabia — Saudi
Arabia’s NEOM on Sunday an-
nounced it has secured a new re-
volving credit facility (RCF) worth
SAR10bn. It represents another
milestone for NEOM as it pro-
gresses with the development of
major projects and will be used to
support NEOM’s short-term fi-
nancing requirements.

NEOM is a region in northwest
Saudi Arabia on the Red Sea
being built from the ground up as
a living laboratory – a place where
entrepreneurship will chart the
course for this new future. It will
be a destination and a home for
people who dream big and want
to be part of building a new
model for exceptional livability,
creating thriving businesses and
reinventing environmental con-
servation.

The RCF, which follows a
Murabaha structure, reflects a
continuation of NEOM’s strategy
to diversify its sources of funding.

Nadhmi al-Nasr, CEO of
NEOM, said, “As NEOM contin-
ues to gather pace, this new
credit facility, backed by Saudi
Arabia’s leading financial institu-
tions, is a natural fit within our
wider strategy for funding. We
continue to explore a variety of
funding sources as we deliver
transformational infrastructure
assets while supporting the wider
Vision 2030 programme. NEOM
is among the largest projects in
the world today, and we value the
partnership we have with our re-

lationship banks in facilitating ac-
cess to a range of flexible financ-
ing options as we deliver on our
ambition.”

The new RCF follows on from

the SAR23bn agreement signed
by NEOM and their partners to fi-
nance the NEOM Green Hydro-
gen Company. It also follows last
year’s SAR3bn debt financing ar-
ranged to partially fund NEOM’s
development of Sindalah, the lux-
ury island destination set to wel-
come visitors this year. 

The transaction was targeted
at Saudi relationship banks and
the facility saw strong interest,
with nine banks participating. The
mandated lead arrangers are
Saudi National Bank, Riyad Bank,
and Saudi Awwal Bank. The other
participant banks are Al Rajhi
Banking and Investment Corpo-
ration, Alinma Bank, Arab Na-
tional Bank, Bank Albilad, The
Saudi Investment Bank, and Bank
AlJazira.

Murat Temizer

Oil and natural gas discoveries
in global markets fell to a record
low of 5bn barrels of oil equiv-
alent last year, while explo-
ration costs almost doubled.

According to a compilation
from the Gas Exporting Coun-
tries Forum's (GECF) annual
natural gas report for 2024,
global natural gas and oil dis-
coveries fell by more than 50%
last year compared to the pre-
vious year.

Of the total 5bn barrels of oil
equivalent to gas and oil dis-

covered last year, 60% was oil,
and the remaining 40%, equiv-
alent to 340 billion cubic me-
ters, was natural gas.

This figure represents a
record 50% decrease com-
pared to the discovery of
10.5bn barrels of oil equivalent
in 2022.

According to the GECF, last
year's low exploration volumes
led to a significant increase in
exploration costs for both nat-
ural gas and oil.

Natural gas exploration
costs rose from $2.60 per bar-
rel of oil equivalent in 2022 to

$5.30 last year. The cost of oil
exploration increased from
$3.50 per barrel of oil equiva-
lent in 2022 to $8.80 last year.

The report cites the “disap-
pointing results from some key
offshore exploration wells, de-
spite an increase in exploration
investment to $60bn in 2023.”

While offshore exploration
accounted for 74% of total dis-
coveries last year, in 2022 this
was significantly higher at 87%.

Ultra-deepwater exploration
accounted for the largest share
of offshore exploration at 41%,
followed by deepwater explo-

ration at 30%.
The GECF reported that ad-

ditional challenges are facing
global exploration activities,
with high-value discoveries in
more challenging geographical
locations costing more than on-
shore or continental shelf ex-
ploration.

On a regional basis, Asia Pa-
cific accounted for the highest
share of oil and gas volumes
discovered in 2023 at 32%,
driven by exploration success
offshore Indonesia and
Malaysia. Latin America fol-
lowed with 21%, Europe and

Africa with 11% each, and the
Middle East with 10%.

On a country-wide basis, In-
donesia dominated offshore
gas discoveries in the Larayan
and Geng North fields in 2023,
followed by major gas discov-
eries in the Sarawak field off-
shore Malaysia. New oil
discoveries in the Lancetfish
and Fangtooth fields offshore
Guyana, as well as Türkiye's
onshore discovery in the Sehit
Aybuke Yalcin well, marked
some of the most important
discoveries.
Anadolu Agency

Oil and gas discoveries decline to record low in global markets

Saudi’s NEOM secures
SAR10bn financing

Brent crude price climbed to $91 per
barrel earlier this month, nearly $34
per barrel above the average recorded
between 2015 and 2019
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NEOM CEO Nadhmi al-Nasr addresses bankers meeting on Sunday

Oil prices could exceed
$100 if Middle East conflict
worsens: World Bank

NEOM is among 
the largest projects in
the world today, 
and we value the
partnership we have
with our relationship
banks in facilitating
access to a range 
of flexible financing
options
NADHMI AL-NASR
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Istanbul, Turkey - The usefulness
of the United Nations has long
been in question as the organisa-
tion has faced accusations of fail-
ing to prevent conflict, while
serving the interests of a few
powerful veto-holders in its Secu-
rity Council.

The latest US veto on Pales-
tine’s full membership has done
nothing to dispel this criticism,
with the first lawyer from a Mus-
lim country to serve at the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC),
Hassan Aslam Shad, saying the
move landed yet another major
blow to the credibility and effec-
tiveness of the organisation.

Shad, who evaluated for
Anadolu the US veto on the res-
olution regarding Palestine at the
Security Council, noted that the

decision had a significantly ad-
verse effect on current global
power dynamics and the world
order in general.

He indicated that the US con-
sistently shields Israel from inter-
national responsibility and
accountability. Emphasising that
all permanent members of the
Security Council use their veto
power according to their political
interests, he said: “If you can’t
agree on the very essentials, the
very basics of humanity, then
what is the purpose of having any
international institution like the
United Nations?”

Shad stated that the credibility
and effectiveness of the UN was
further undermined as a result of
the US veto on recognising Pales-
tine. “The world can clearly see

that the United Nations does not
mean much at this stage. Even
the humanitarian organisations
that are part of the United Na-
tions and working independently

are being deliberately targeted by
Israel,” he said.

Shad warned that the US veto
would further contribute to an
unfair perception of the global

world order.
“Unfortunately, the global

world order is currently com-
pletely shattered. If we look at the
past seven months, Israel has ex-

perienced unparalleled impunity.
The Western world is making ef-
forts to defend Israel’s actions,”
he said.

The lawyer further stressed
that independent humanitarian
organisations affiliated with the
UN have also been targeted in Is-
raeli attacks in Gaza.

“They have lost many of their
personnel, and yet the United
Nations has not been able to stop
that from happening. And there is
one simple reason behind that,
which is that the enforcement of
the United Nations resolutions
depends on member states.

“If Israel and the US do not
stop, and of course backed by the
Western countries, if they do not
stop at this point in time, then I
believe that the day is not far
when all these international insti-
tutions are going to become
completely redundant,” he said.

Shad also emphasised that
the inability of organisations to
stop the massacres would mean
the world has lost all trust in
those institutions.
Anadolu Agency

Gaza City, Palestine - At least 66
more Palestinians were killed
and 138 others injured over the
last 24 hours as Israel continues
its onslaught on the besieged
Gaza Strip, the territory’s Health
Ministry said on Sunday. 

“The Israeli occupation
(forces) committed seven mas-
sacres against families in the
Gaza Strip, leaving 66 martyrs
and 138 injured during the past
24 hours,” a ministry statement
said.

“Many people are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads as
rescuers are unable to reach
them,” it added.

Flouting a provisional ruling by
the International Court of Justice,
Israel continues its onslaught on
the Gaza Strip where at least
34,454 Palestinians have been
killed, mostly women and chil-
dren, and 77,575 injured since
October 7, according to Pales-
tinian health authorities.

Israel has pounded the Gaza
Strip since a cross-border attack
by Palestinian resistance group
Hamas, which Tel Aviv says
killed nearly 1,200 people.

The Israeli war on Gaza has

pushed 85 per cent of the terri-
tory’s population into internal
displacement amid acute short-
ages of food, clean water and
medicine, while 60 per cent of
the enclave’s infrastructure has
been damaged or destroyed, ac-
cording to the UN.

Israel stands accused of geno-
cide at the International Court of
Justice. An interim ruling in Jan-
uary ordered Tel Aviv to stop
genocidal acts and take mea-
sures to guarantee that humani-
tarian assistance is provided to
civilians in Gaza.

Hostilities have continued un-
abated, however, and aid deliver-
ies remain woefully insufficient
to address the humanitarian
catastrophe.

Meanwhile in the city of Rafah
in southern Gaza Strip, several
Palestinians were reportedly
killed and injured on Saturday in
an Israeli airstrike on a house.

Israeli aircraft targeted a
house belonging to the Ashour
family in the Nasr neighbour-
hood, resulting in the death and
injury of several Palestinians, wit-
nesses told Anadolu.

The airstrike also caused ex-
tensive damage to nearby
homes, which have been housing
a number of displaced individu-
als, they said.

The witnesses said that med-
ical and civil defence teams are
still conducting rescue opera-
tions to extract victims and in-
jured individuals from the rubble
of the targeted house.

Israel insists on launching a
ground offensive in Rafah, claim-
ing that it is ‘the last stronghold
of Hamas’.
Anadolu Agency

Jerusalem - More than 500 ille-
gal Israeli settlers forced their
way into the flashpoint of Al-
Aqsa Mosque complex in occu-
pied East Jerusalem on Sunday
to celebrate the Jewish Passover
holiday. 

“More than 500 settlers
stormed Al-Aqsa from the
Mugharbah Gate and carried out
provocative rounds and per-
formed Talmudic rituals in its
courtyards,” the Islamic Endow-
ments Authority in Jerusalem
said in a statement.

The authority added that the
settlers’ incursions were carried
out under the protection of po-
lice, who tightened military mea-
sures at the gates of the Old City
and Al-Aqsa Mosque.

Settler incursions into the Al-
Aqsa Mosque are expected to
continue until afternoon prayers
on Sunday, it added.

Since the first day of Passover,
which began on Monday evening
and lasts a week, hundreds of il-
legal settlers have been storming
the Al-Aqsa Mosque complex
daily under tight police mea-
sures, causing severe tensions in
various parts of Jerusalem’s Old
City.

On Thursday, nearly 1,700 il-
legal Israeli settlers forced their
way into the Al-Aqsa Mosque
complex in groups to celebrate
Passover, the Islamic Endow-
ments Authority in Jerusalem
had said.

Right-wing Israeli extremist
groups have previously called for

widespread incursions into the
mosque on the occasion of
Passover.

Palestinians accuse Israel of
taking rapid measures to Judaise
Jerusalem, including the Al-Aqsa

Mosque, and erase its Arab and
Islamic identity.

Passover, which commemo-
rates the Israelites’ exodus from
Egypt during the time of Prophet
Moses, is considered one of the
most important holidays on the
Jewish religious calendar.

Since 2003, Israel has allowed
illegal settlers into the flashpoint
compound on an almost daily
basis with the exception of Fri-

days and Saturdays.
Al-Aqsa Mosque is the

world’s third-holiest site for
Muslims. Jews call the area the
‘Temple Mount’, claiming it was
the site of two Jewish temples in
ancient times.

Israel occupied East
Jerusalem, where Al-Aqsa is lo-
cated, during the 1967 Arab-Is-
raeli War. It annexed the entire
city in 1980 in a move never

recognised by the international
community.

Attack on farmers 
in West Bank
Meanwhile, illegal Israeli settlers
launched attacks targeting Pales-
tinian farmers and residential
areas in the West Bank on Satur-
day. “The settler attacks oc-
curred in the Jordan Valley
(north), Hebron, and Bethlehem

(south),” the Colonization and
Wall Resistance Commission
(CWRC) and the Palestine News
Agency Wafa reported.

The commission said in a
statement that illegal settlers
‘raided the homes and tents of
citizens in the Jordan Valley area
and destroyed their belongings,
and attacked shepherds in the
area’. It added that the attack af-
fected ‘the residence of citizen
Fuad Draghmeh in the Ein Al-
Hilweh community in the north-
ern Jordan Valley, and the tent of
citizen Mohammed Abu
Mta’awe in Al-Sakout area’.

In the southern West Bank, a
witness told Anadolu that armed
settlers attacked several Pales-
tinian farmers inside their fields
in the town of Nahalin, west of
Bethlehem, to force them to
leave.

He added that dozens of them
attacked Palestinians in the Ba-
nias area northeast of the town,
threatening them with death if
they did not leave the area. Later,
the Israeli army intervened to de-
mand that the farmers leave their
lands on the pretext that it could
not protect them from the illegal
settlers.

In Bethlehem as well, Wafa
reported that ‘a group of settlers
attacked farmers after they had
finished harvesting quantities of
wheat in the lands of Wadi al-
Abyad in the wilderness of Tuqu
(east of Bethlehem) and seized
them (wheat) by force of arms’.
Anadolu Agency

US veto on Palestine membership casts doubt on UN’s credibility: ICC lawyer

Israeli settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque
Settlers’ incursions were carried out under the protection of police, who tightened military measures

Jerusalem - Tens of thousands of
people on Saturday held protests
across Israel, demanding the re-
lease of hostages held in Gaza
and calling for early elections.

The Israeli broadcasting au-
thority reported that the
protesters gathered at Kaplan
Square, calling for a hostage swap
deal with Palestinian factions in
Gaza and for early elections.

Families of hostages held in
Gaza also participated in the
protests, and they delivered
speeches in front of the demon-
strators, according to the broad-
casting authority.

According to the Israeli news-
paper Yedioth Ahronoth, clashes
erupted between police and
protesters at Kaplan Square.

Thousands of more Israelis
also gathered on Begin Street in
front of the Defence Ministry in
Tel Aviv.

Many people also demon-
strated near the home of Israeli
President Isaac Herzog in West
Jerusalem, demanding the return
of those held in Gaza and calling

for early elections, according to
Yedioth Ahronoth.

Additionally, thousands of Is-
raelis protested near the resi-
dence of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in Caesarea
and thousands more in Haifa.

Demonstrations in Israel have
intensified after a video released
by Al-Qassam Brigades showed
two hostages held in Gaza de-
manding the Israeli government
to make a hostage swap deal to
secure their release.

In response to the video, fam-
ilies of the hostages said in a
statement: “Israel must choose

between (invading) Rafah or a
deal (with Hamas),” the Israeli
newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth re-
ported. The families urged gov-
ernment members to release the
hostages held in Gaza, even if it
means ending the war.

Tel Aviv believes 134 Israelis
are being held in Gaza, while Is-
rael is holding some 9,000 Pales-
tinians in its jails.

A previous deal in November
saw the release of 81 Israelis and
24 foreigners in exchange for
240 Palestinians, including 71
women and 169 children.
Anadolu Agency

At least 34,454 Palestinians have been killed, mostly women and children, and 77,575 injured since October 7

Israeli protesters demand
release of Gaza hostages

66 more Palestinians killed in Gaza

The latest US veto
on Palestine’s full
membership has
landed yet another
major blow to the
credibility and 
effectiveness of the
organisation

More than 500 settlers stormed 
Al-Aqsa from the Mugharbah Gate
and carried out provocative rounds
and performed Talmudic rituals in
its courtyards 
ISLAMIC ENDOWMENTS AUTHORITY

Jewish settlers gather in front of the gates of Al-Aqsa Mosque to perform rituals during the Passover under the protection of Israeli police in East Jerusalem
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Istanbul, Turkey - On April 22,
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan paid a key visit to Iraq, a
trip which constitutes a mile-
stone in the development of co-
operation between the two sides
after a 12-year hiatus. The com-
prehensive discussions held in
Baghdad and meetings in Erbil
with Kurdish Regional Govern-
ment (KRG) head Nechirvan
Barzani represent significant
steps in a brand-new chapter in
bilateral relations, underscoring
the diligent efforts of Turkish
diplomacy.

With 26 different agreements
signed in diverse areas such as
security, trade, water, oil, educa-
tion, agriculture, and finance,
Ankara opened vital prospects
for Iraq’s development, moderni-
sation, and pan-regional eco-
nomic integration. While the
spirit of this cooperation is built
on a win-win scenario, some op-
portunities and risks hold signifi-
cant implications for both parties
as well as for the region’s geopol-
itics. The background of this co-
operation, particularly intensified
by recent diplomatic engage-
ments with Baghdad and Erbil,
forms a crucial foundation. This
visit formalised the mutual com-
mitments underlying this long
and comprehensive process.   

PKK a threat 
to both sides
In the domain of counterterror-
ism, this visit unfolded against the
backdrop of Iraq designating the
group PKK an outlawed organisa-
tion and the Turkish military an-
nouncing preparations for an

extensive operation in northern
Iraq this summer. The establish-
ment of a PKK foothold, along
with affiliated groups, under the
protection of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK) in Sulay-
maniyah within KRG territory,
has been a grave concern for
Ankara. 

Despite repeated warnings,
the Bafel Talabani-led PUK failed
to heed these sensitivities,
prompting Turkey to close its
airspace last year, which under-
scores the gravity of the situation.

The present interactions have
sent a new wind into bilateral re-
lations, so Turkey anticipates sig-
nificant steps from Baghdad on
this matter. More so, since terror-
ism is not just a problem for
Turkey, it is also a threat that dis-
rupts the daily lives of Iraqis, en-
dangers Iraqi border security, and
jeopardises bilateral ties. 

Development 
Road Project
On the Turkish-Iraqi Develop-
ment Road Project, the strides

taken not only position both
countries as significant players in
inter-regional connectivity but
also offer Iraq the chance to di-
versify its heavily oil-dependent
economy by attracting foreign in-
vestment and opening new areas
of employment.

The escalating risk of regional
conflicts, such as Israel’s Gaza
conflict and threats from the
Houthis in Yemen affecting mar-
itime trade routes in the Red Sea,
underscores the need for secure
alternatives in trade and logistics

across the Middle East. While the
India-Middle East-Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEC)  project
has remained largely on paper,
constructing trade corridors and
inviting regional participation
within this cooperation frame-
work reflects Turkey’s open and
inclusive diplomatic approach.
The United Arab Emirates and
Qatar’s participation in the
quadrilateral agreement signed
during Erdogan’s visit under-
scores their interest in putting in
place more alternatives that

boost the region’s inter-connect-
edness.   

Where does 
Iran stand?
There is another side of the coin,
and the collaborative spirit un-
derpinning Turkish-Iraqi relations
could face some hurdles.

The group PKK, increasingly
pressured by Turkey’s height-
ened military operations, could
redirect its activities to new loca-
tions in the region. It could possi-
bly relocate from the Iraqi side to

the Iranian side of Mount Qandil.
This option would require Ankara
to open new dialogue tracks with
Tehran on counterterrorism.

Equally pressing are the issues
surrounding Iran, whose stance
on terrorism and sceptical ap-
proach towards the Develop-
ment Road demand close
scrutiny. While the degree of Ira-
nian influence on Iraqi domestic
politics and its influence network
of proxies across the Middle East
is problematic, Turkey has to ma-
noeuvre with these considera-
tions in mind and keep its feet
grounded, continuing to empha-
sise the long-term benefits to
Iraq’s nation-building and devel-
opment and underlining the
strategic nature of this collabora-
tion.

So far, Iran views the Develop-
ment Road initiative with a lack 
of enthusiasm. Both sides need 
to underscore the economic ben-
efits that Tehran would reap, 
as this project can be beneficial
for all.
Anadolu Agency

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is welcomed by Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani upon his arrival at Baghdad International Airport in Baghdad, Iraq on April 22

A brand-new chapter in Turkish-Iraqi ties?

A surprise for all in North Macedonia
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina - North Macedonia’s first
round of presidential polls on
Wednesday ended with no can-
didate getting enough votes for
an outright win.

That outcome was widely ex-
pected and everyone was already
talking about a runoff, which will
now be held on May 8, along with
general elections in the country.

But in other ways, the result
was not one many saw coming.

Main opposition candidate
Gordana Siljanovska Davkova
finished with around 40 per cent,
double the tally of incumbent
President Stevo Pendarovski,
who was just shy of 20 per cent.

That marked a significant shift
in support for Siljanovska
Davkova, who is backed by the
opposition conservative VMRO-
DPMNE coalition and will be-
come the country’s first female
president if she prevails in the
second round.

For Pendarovski and the ruling

left-wing Social Democratic Al-
liance of Macedonia (SDSM), an-
alysts warn this could be a case
of the writing being on the wall.

“I think everybody was sur-
prised. Many surveys projected
that Siljanovska Davkova will win
the first round, but not with this
high of a margin. This was a sur-
prise for everybody, including the
opposition,” Marko Trosanovski,
a political consultant who heads
the Institute for Democracy in
Skopje, told Anadolu.

With some 1.8mn eligible vot-
ers in the country, turnout stood

at just over 49 per cent, well
above the first round of the 2019
presidential election.

Trosanovski emphasised that
Siljanovska Davkova’s tally was
almost double of her main rival
Pendarovski, giving her a major
edge for the runoff.

“This gives the opposition a
very big advantage. It is mainly a
psychological effect. The winner
will get more votes because peo-
ple are prone to vote for those
that are more likely to be winners
in the second round,” he said.

All eyes on path to EU
The hope in North Macedonia is
whoever becomes president gets
its long-anticipated entry into the
European Union, pending for al-
most two decades. 

Both main parties support the
idea, but there are certain differ-
ences in their approach that
could prove critical for the coun-
try’s European path. A major hur-
dle initially was a dispute with

Greece over the country’s name,
which led to it officially being
changed from Macedonia to
North Macedonia in 2018.

That opened the way for
North Macedonia to complete its
membership to NATO in 2020.

The holdup to its EU member-
ship now is from neighbouring
Bulgaria, which has blocked its
accession process for two years,
pressing Skopje to give constitu-
tional recognition to its Bulgarian
minority. Pendarovski, Sil-
janovska Davkova and their par-
ties are almost on the same page
when it comes to North Macedo-
nia joining the EU.

All of them are for the idea, but
differ on the way forward.

“There is no dispute over EU
membership as a strategic prior-
ity for the country, among any
relevant political actor in the
arena, aside for some marginal
parties that are not important,’
Trosanovski said.
Anadolu Agency

With 26 different
agreements signed
in diverse areas,
Ankara opened
vital prospects for
Iraq’s development,
modernisation, and
pan-regional 
economic 
integration 

Johannesburg, SA - South
Africa’s president said on Satur-
day that although his country
achieved freedom and is making
progress, it remains a ‘highly un-
equal society’.

Addressing the nation during
the commemoration of the 30th
anniversary of South Africa’s
democratic dispensation, Cyril
Ramaphosa said the country is
working hard to reverse the
legacy of the oppressive
apartheid regime which contin-
ues to define the choices and op-
portunities of so many South
Africans.

“Despite great progress,
many households do not have
electricity or clean water. There
are still many families that go
hungry,” he said.

Ramaphosa also said there is

a huge divide between the rich
and the poor in the country,
blaming it on the legacy of
apartheid.

South Africans celebrate an-
nually their first democratic elec-
tions held on April 27, which
marked the official end of the
racial segregation and oppres-

sion system of apartheid.
The 1994 multiracial parlia-

mentary elections saw a land-
slide victory for the ruling African
National Congress (ANC) party,
with national liberation hero Nel-
son Mandela being elected as
the country’s first Black presi-
dent. Ramaphosa said the coun-

try’s journey since 1994 has
proved that they are a nation of
optimism, resilience and hope.

“The progress that has been
made in a relatively short period
of 30 years is something of
which we can and should all be
proud,” Ramaphosa said.

The South African leader also
said the country has established
a society founded on the rule of
law and the premise of equality
before the law.

“We have built democratic in-
stitutions and have rid our
statute books of racist and sexist
apartheid laws,” he said, adding:
“The state has worked to restore
the dignity of all the South
African people, particularly the
dispossessed, the marginalised
and the vulnerable.”
Anadolu Agency

South Africa remains a ‘highly 
unequal society’, says RamaphosaNairobi, Kenya - The death toll in

Kenya from floods caused by
heavy rains has risen to 76, the
country’s government
spokesperson said.

“Since the onset of these
rains, beginning March 1, 2024,
we deeply regret to announce
the tragic loss of an additional 6
lives in the last 12 hours bringing
the total to 76,” Isaac Mwaura
said at a news conference.

Mwaura added that 29
Kenyans have been injured and
19 persons have been reported
missing.

He said that police and the
military have been deployed to
provide assistance and support
in affected areas.

Kenya has experienced relent-
less rainfall accompanied by se-
vere storms and above-average
precipitation during the ongoing
March-April-May (MAM) long
rainy season.

The Kenya Meteorological
Department on Saturday issued
warnings, urging the public to
prepare for even heavier rainfall
in several regions, notably in the
Rift Valley, highlands West, and
East of the Rift Valley, including
Nairobi, Southeast Lowlands,
Lake Victoria Basin, and the
coastal region.
Anadolu Agency

Toll rises to 76 in Kenya floods

South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa

Kenya experienced
relentless rainfall
accompanied by 
severe storms and
above-average 
precipitation 
during the long
rainy season

KING’S DAY IN AMSTERDAM

People celebrate King’s Day in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, on Saturday. King's Day is a national

holiday in the Kingdom of the Netherlands, celebrated on King Willem-Alexander’s birthday (Xinhua)
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Islamabad, Pakistan - Pak-
istan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif has appointed
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
as Pakistan’s deputy prime
minister with immediate ef-
fect, Samaa TV reported.

The decision was an-
nounced through a notifica-
tion released by the Cabinet
Division. The development
marks a strategic move
within the government’s
leadership hierarchy,
Samaa TV reported.

The decision was an-
nounced while Shehbaz
Sharif is on a visit to Saudi
Arabia to attend the World
Economic Forum.

Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader Ishaq Dar is currently
serving as Pakistan’s foreign
minister. He has been also
included in the Council of
Common Interests (CCI).

Earlier in March, Pak-
istan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif approved the
reconstitution of the CCI,
replacing the finance minis-
ter with the foreign minis-
ter, Geo News reported.

The president, acting on
the advice of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, established
the eight-member CCI in
accordance with Article 153
of the Constitution, as
stated in a notification.

The CCI, chaired by She-
hbaz Sharif, comprises all
four chief ministers along-
side other council mem-
bers. The notification also
confirms the inclusion of
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar,
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif, and Safron Minister
Amir Muqam, according to
Geo News.

The CCI holds significant
authority as the primary de-
cision-making body in the
nation. It adjudicates vari-
ous matters, including the
distribution of natural re-
sources, especially in cases
where disputes arise be-
tween the central govern-
ment and provincial
authorities.
ANI

Pakistan:
Ishaq Dar 
appointed
deputy PM

Istanbul, Turkey - Thousands
have taken to the streets in recent
days in European cities in solidar-
ity with Palestine amid pro-Pales-
tinian encampments at college
campuses in the US because of an
Israeli onslaught in the Gaza Strip.

Rallies across Berlin, London,
Geneva, Vienna and Paris under-
scored widespread support for
Palestine across Europe.

Demonstrators from diverse
backgrounds came together to
condemn the ongoing violence
and advocate for justice and
peace in the region.

European solidarity
In Berlin, demonstrators gathered
Saturday at Hermannplatz
Square to condemn the violence
in Gaza. They waved Palestinian
flags and chanted: ‘Hitler didn’t
die’, ‘It’s time to update Ger-
many’s democratic values’, ‘Zion-
ists, there’s a place in hell. You
can occupy it’ and ‘Yesterday
Nazis, today Zionists’.

Police reported 161 detentions
and said other actions are banned
until May 13.

In London, crowds marched at
Parliament Square demanding an
immediate ceasefire and urged
the government to take a
stronger stance against Israeli ag-
gression. “Rishi Sunak, you can’t
hide, we charge you with geno-
cide,” protestors chanted, refer-
ring to the prime minister.

Thousands marched at Place
de Neuve Square in Geneva in
support of Palestine. Demonstra-
tors carried banners and chanted:
‘Boycott Israel’, ‘Ban Israel from

the Olympics’ and ‘Freedom for
Palestine’. The two-hour march
ended at Plainpalais Square.

In Vienna, protesters gathered
at the Culture Square in Vienna’s
10th district. Demonstrators de-
manded an end to the violence
and for Austria to support efforts
for peace and justice in the Mid-
dle East, displaying Palestinian
flags and banners with slogans
such as, ‘No to Genocide’, ‘Urgent
ceasefire’ and ‘Freedom for
Gaza’.

In Paris, protesters marched
on Friday to the Paris Institute of

Political Studies, expressing soli-
darity with Palestinians and de-
manding an end to the Israeli
occupation.

Demonstrators held that read:
‘Free Palestine’ and ‘Stop the Vi-
olence’, underscoring the ur-
gency of finding a peaceful
resolution to the conflict.

As the situation in the Middle
East continues to escalate, voices
of solidarity serve as a powerful
reminder of the global call for an
end to the conflict.

Meanwhile, in Germany, po-
lice on Friday used violence

against peaceful pro-Palestine
protesters in Berlin, an activist
said. “This is Germany, the heart
of Europe,” Yasemin Acar, who
was beaten up by police, told
Anadolu.

“...They beat us violently in
front of parliament, arrested us,
and we were hospitalised,” she
said. Acar was released after
identification and was treated at
the hospital due to an injury to
her arm.

It is not clear if her arm will be
put in a cast, but she said she is
trying to get better.

Police in Berlin dismantled the
Support for Gaza camp next to
the Chancellery and opposite the
Bundestag. Many people were
detained in the violent confronta-
tion. Talking about the incident,
she said she reached the sit-in
after someone told her on the
phone that the protesters were
being asked to leave.

“As soon as I arrived there, the
police already saw (me). We
started raising slogans. When I
said: ‘Freedom for Palestine’, the
police pointed their finger at me.

“Then 10-15 policemen came,

all men by the way. They pulled
my head and one of them hit my
nose. I told them I couldn’t
breathe. But they didn’t listen and
told me to ‘shut up’.

“So human rights, and being a
woman has no value anymore.”

In detention, she said, they
were taken to an office-like area
set up nearby.

“They said: ‘We will put you in
prison’. I protested because I
knew my rights. Because I raised
my voice, they tried to silence me
after that,” she said.
Anadolu Agency

‘Freedom for Gaza’: Pro-Palestine
rallies sweep across European cities

In London, crowds marched at Parliament Square demanding an immediate ceasefire and urged the government to take a stronger stance against Israeli aggression

Istanbul, Turkey - US President
Joe Biden’s approval rating aver-
aged 38.7 per cent during his 13th
quarter in office, according to a
recent survey released on Friday.

US research firm Gallup re-
vealed that Biden has the lowest
support with a rate of 38.7 per
cent among all US presidents
during their first terms.

George H W Bush had the
previous low 13th-quarter aver-

age approval rating, at 41.8 per
cent in 1992. Biden’s immediate
predecessors, Donald Trump and
Barack Obama, held averages of
46.8 per cent and 45.9 per cent
respectively.

Notably, three out of four
presidents with below 50 per
cent who sought reelection were
unsuccessful, but Obama is the
exception. Among presidents
who were reelected, including

Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan,
Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush,
their 13th-quarter averages
ranged between 51 per cent and
55 per cent.

Dwight Eisenhower had the
highest average at 73.2 per cent.

Biden’s latest quarterly aver-
age ranks 277th out of 314 presi-
dential quarters recorded by
Gallup since 1945.
Anadolu Agency

New York, US - Russian opposi-
tion figure Alexei Navalny, who
died in prison in February, was
not ordered to be killed by Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin,
Wall Street Journal reported on
Saturday.

The report, which cited US in-
telligence sources, said an inves-
tigation was conducted into his
death.

The CIA, National Intelligence
Directorate of the US, and the in-
telligence unit of the Department
of State also endorsed the view
of US intelligence sources, ac-
cording to the report.

The cause of Navalny’s death
remains unknown due to unclar-
ified circumstances from
sources.

Following Navalny’s death in
prison on February 16, many Eu-
ropean leaders and US President
Joe Biden accused Putin.

“But make no mistake - make
no mistake, Putin is responsible
for Navalny’s death. Putin is re-
sponsible,” Biden said on the
same day.

Navalny was detained and ar-
rested at the airport in Moscow

in January 2021 as he returned to
the capital after receiving treat-
ment in Berlin for alleged poison-
ing. In August 2023, the Russian
court sentenced Navalny to 19
years in prison for establishing an
extremist group while he was in
prison.
Anadolu Agency

Biden’s approval hits historic low at 38.7%: Survey

Putin did not order
Navalny’s killing:
US intelligence

US President Joe Biden

Alexei Navalny

Geneva, Switzerland - The UN
human rights office on Friday ex-
pressed alarm over the reports
of the killing of large numbers of
civilians in Burkina Faso, urging
an investigation on allegations.

“We are deeply disturbed by
reports of the killing of large
numbers of civilians, including
children, in several villages in the
Yatenga and Soum provinces in
northern Burkina Faso in recent
months in an overall context of
fighting between armed groups
and Burkinabe forces,”
spokesperson Marta Hurtado
said in a statement.

Stressing that the office has
not been able to independently
verify these reports due to lack
of access, Hurtado said: “It is
crucial that allegations of such
serious violations and abuses by
various actors are brought to
light and that the transitional au-
thorities promptly undertake
thorough, impartial and effective
investigations.”

She urged accountability for
perpetrators and added that
fighting impunity and pursuing
accountability is ‘paramount’ to
ensure people trust in the rule of
law and social cohesion.

“We are also concerned by
the temporary suspension of at

least two international media
outlets following their reports on
some of these incidents,” she
said. “Restrictions on media
freedom and civic space must
stop immediately. Freedom of
expression including the right of

access to information is crucial
in any society, and even more so
in the context of the transition in
Burkina Faso,” Hurtado said.

At least 223 civilians, includ-
ing at least 56 children, were
massacred by Burkina Faso’s

military in a single day this
February, in apparent revenge
attacks, Human Rights Watch
said in a new report.

It said the killings could have
been part of a widespread mili-
tary campaign against civilians

accused of collaborating with
armed groups.

The landlocked African coun-
try witnessed two coups in
2022, first in January and then in
September.
Anadolu Agency

UN rights office ‘disturbed’ by killings in Burkina Faso

US research firm
Gallup revealed
that Biden has the
lowest support with
a rate of 38.7 per
cent among all US
presidents during
their first terms

At least 223 civilians, including at least 56 children, were massacred by Burkina Faso’s military in a single day this February, in apparent revenge

attacks, Human Rights Watch said in a new report

The US intelligence
sources said an 
investigation was
conducted into
Navalny’s death



ACROSS
1) Weakens, as support
5) Naval Academy new-
comer
10) Yemen's Gulf of_
14) Group of shops
15) Sans_ (print font)
16) "I never_ man I didn't
like" (Will Rogers)
17) Introduced
20) Begged
21) U.N. body dealing with
worker's rights
22) What some people are
stuck in
23) Barnyard parent
24) Thin lung membrane
27) Urban pollution prob-
lem
29) Honey badger
32) Underwater vessel, for
short
33) Cleopatra's biter
36) Rose Bowl Parade site
38) Bad thing to give to a
child
41) Makeup component
42) Baden twice
43) It " suits" Santa
44) It brings out the child
in
you
46) Mascara site

50) On top of that
52) "Mono" cousin
55) Certain little piggie
56) Argentite is one
57) One who instills hostil-
ity
60) Be open to learning
new
things
63) No ifs,_ or buts
64) Broke off
65) Helm position
66) Zap with a weapon
67) Once bitten
68) Nearly unsolvable
DOWN
1) Barbecue leftovers
2) He said, "There's a
sucker born every
minute"
3) Drunk, in slang
4) Utter unclearly
5) "Don't give me that!"
6) Envelope contents
7) Lake near Niagara Falls
8) Tough thing to be in
9) Small salamander
10) Abundant
11) Frees of lice
12) Airport info, initially
13) Negative vote
18) "Aw" follower
19) Wick holder

24) Mexican coins
25) Ancient inscription
26) Atty.'s organization
28) Wilde's "The Ballad of
Reading_"
30) Informal British abbre-
viation of
assent
31)_ Heel (North Car-
olinian)
34) Adept
35) Kind of colony or code
37) "_ M For Murder"
38) Tournament passes
39) Giant conifers
40) Bird's beak
41) Stat for a pitcher
45) Spoiler or destroyer
47)_theHun
48) Oklahoma football
player
49) Did a sheepdog's job
51) Clean the chalkboard
53) Down and out
54) Shoo-_ ( certain win-
ners)
57) "Green Gables" girl
58) A rich supply
59) Baby's nurse, in China
60) Baseball club
61) "Messenger" com-
pound
62) Aquatic shocker

DAILY CROSSWORD

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

B

NOTE PAD

B
SAL

AL
E
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BREAK

7 5 9 8

9 5 6

4 7 5

4 7 9

9 5 2 3 4 1

1 8 7

1 6 2

3 1 7

6 3 1 9

725396418

493158267

816427395

284571936

957263841

361984752

179642583

532819674

648735129

M A D E

R R S T

C B P D

A U O T

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
The best way to your heart is through your head, and someone new to

your life gets that. They know how to talk to you. Be open to their

probing conversations, and take their questions at face value. They are

not trying to be a busybody. They are simply trying to find out what

makes you tick. And that's pretty flattering, isn't it? It's safe for you to

trust them with what you really want out of life. This is an excellent

time to start a new relationship.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
In your private life, a recent conflict with a close friend or family

member is finally starting to settle down. Everyone is back to loving

each other again. Of course, you never really stopped loving each

other, but there is a new height to the affection you have now. In your

professional life, a challenge you were dreading won't be landing on

your desk after all. You can thank a generous coworker for looking out

for you.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. A 2. C  3. A

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
As you wrap up projects today, you'll suddenly realize that you don't

have too many new things to move on to. You have a ton of holes in

your social calendar. But before you fill them all up with dates, parties,

or vacations, take the opportunity to schedule some free time. Make it

a priority to start balancing your work and play more astutely. You've

been way too busy for way too long. Connecting with others is

important, but it isn't as important as connecting with yourself.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
You could get some good news today. In fact, it could send you over

the moon! You need to be careful not to let your enthusiasm distract

you too much from the business at hand, but when you get the chance

you should spread the news to the people in your life who love to

celebrate with you. Send out some messages and let everyone know

why you're so happy right now. You'll make them happy too. They

won't think you're bragging.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
You're feeling philosophical today, which means it'll be way too easy to

get lost in your own thoughts. Think too much about big issues right

now, and you will get overwhelmed by the sheer scope of things. So

focus on keeping things simple and straightforward. Otherwise, you

will never get out of bed. Your mind had a tendency to overthink, which

can be paralyzing. You need to stay in touch with the reality of what

needs to be done.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
The people around you are behaving in some unexpected ways, but so

areyou! How you act solely depends on what type of energy is being

projected toward you. And your best tactic is to just go with the flow. So

if someone who is usually introverted suddenly starts talking a mile a

minute and trying to become the center of attention, play along. Be

more submissive than you usually would be, and let this person have

what they are asking for.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
An upcoming break or vacation has caused you to get distracted

lately, but only because you're thinking about it on the sly. Today,

make some time to devote to it completely. Go ahead and start

planning how you're going to spend each of your days during your

time off. Put together a loose itinerary. If you keep in mind that you

will be seeing things from a whole new perspective, you will be able to

gain a deeper understanding of what you're really seeing.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
At the office, you need to lie low. Things are still not quite settled

enough for your progress, so you have to be patient. Don't ask for a

raise or make any big power plays just yet. They will probably backfire

on you and make things more difficult later on. At home, all of those

recent stressful situations are finally behind you. Now is a great time to

catch up with the friends you put on the back burner while you dealt

with certain issues.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You should be careful about starting any new business relationships or

projects right now. Your resources are not dependable, and people

aren't ready to come to your aid if you need them at the last minute. So

while you may be all excited about getting things started, you have to

wait for other people to catch up to you. It's not ideal, but it won't be as

bad as you think. You can easily distract yourself with other things. Not

everyone is feeling as spontaneous as you are.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
It's a good day to plan details in terms of where you want to be in the

future. Life may be in a state of flux right now, but that won't last

forever, so you should get prepared for when things settle down. Line

up activities and projects for when your calendar loosens up again.

There's no need to nail down every single goal, of course, but it would

be worth a few minutes of your time to pinpoint one or two interesting

items you want to explore later.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
If someone offers to cut corners for you today, don't take them up on it.

Winning by having an unfair advantage isn't really winning. So if you

are going to be in a competitive environment today, stay true to who

you are and do things honorably and honestly. You have never been

one to use other people to your advantage, and there is absolutely no

reason you should start doing so now. Do not compromise your morals

for a vague promise that might never come true.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
In your private life, a recent conflict with a close friend or family

member is finally starting to settle down. Everyone is back to loving

each other again. Of course, you never really stopped loving each

other, but there is a new height to the affection you have now. In your

professional life, a challenge you were dreading won't be landing on

your desk after all. You can thank a generous coworker for looking out

for you.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1.  Which company carries the

construction of submarines, mis-

sile-boats and destroyers and so

on for the India navy and offshore

supply vessels and well-head

platforms and so on?

A. Mazgaon Dock Limited

(MDL)

B. Garden Reach Shipbuilders

and Engineering Limited (GRSE)

C. Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL)

D. None of the above

2.  Which is the major mineral

found in Punjab?

A. Coal

B. Gold

C. Salt

D. Iron

3.  When was Shakespeare born?

A. 1564 AD

B. 1618 AD

C. 1642 AD

D. 1776 AD



FEATURE TRAVEL

W
hile devouring the inordinate
tranquility in the Buddhist
Town of Shravasti, a Sri Lankan
coupled created enough ex-

citement for me to visit Lumbini. I was just a few
kilometres away from Nepal border and had no
plan of crossing it.  But destiny had different
plans…

The only train moving to Gorakhpur from
Shravasti was delayed by five hours and there
was no chance I could reach Kushinagar before
midnight. And thus was born an impromptu
plan to visit Nepal.  

Considering that I had no internationally valid
ID proof, I was a bit skeptical about the entry.
After reaching Nautanwa, I took an autorick-
shaw to reach the border and realised that it
wasn’t really a border but looked more like a
busy crossroad in Mumbai.

Nobody even would have cared if I had en-
tered without asking or informing anybody. The
security process on India-Nepal border is just
for namesake and nobody cares where you are
going and for what purpose. Being a first-timer,
I was under the impression that I need to pro-
duce some permit stating that I was allowed to
enter as an Indian.

On enquiring, I was directed to a tiny room
with three officers who asked me for ID proof
and I procured my Aadhar Card, driving licence
and PAN card, none of which proved my nation-
ality as per them.  I had to show my personal vis-
iting card and prove my identity as a blogger to
convince them.  And I had no proof that I had a
permit to cross the border.

An important lesson learnt is, head straight
to Nepal considering it your own country and
keep a voterID card and passport with you.

On the other side of the gate, a bus driver was
already shouting and inviting the people going
to Bhairhawa. It being the only gateway to
Lumbini, I had to board the bus which looked
normal while entering. Later did I realise that it
would be stuffed with people till we don’t have
any space to breathe.

The ladies sitting around me looked quite
comfortable despite the over-packed bus, they
were talking, laughing and were asking some-
thing to me in between, to which I only had a
smile to answer.

They assured how everyone would be helpful
in Nepal. While getting down they also in-
structed others to guide me safely after
Bhairhawa.

All irritation, tiredness and frustration had
vanished by then. Nepal seemed to be a land of

Samaritans. The belief was just reassured when
a hotel person dropped me all the way to Ma-
habodhi temple when I didn’t prefer staying at
the hotel he suggested. He refused to take even
a rupee and said that helping a guest in need
was his duty.

Lumbini turned out to be an enchanting place

projecting the principles of Buddhism through
its temples, meditation halls and kind citizens.
The next night I proceeded to Kathmandu by an
overnight bus, saving a night stay’s cost.

The bumpy ride didn’t let me sleep through-
out the night but got me a cool friend in a fellow
traveller from France. The next day in Kath-

mandu, we got fresh at her hostel and left to
venture around on a moped and could cover
most of the places in and around Kathmandu
just in a day. The same night I had to go through
another bumpy ride, but this time I straightway
reached the border.
(Courtesy: travelhippies.in)
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n If you are an Indian, put your phone off

before reaching the border, as some

service provider might play a trick and levy

international roaming charge even before

you enter the country.
n The best way to reach Nepal from India is

to take a train till Gorakhpur and from

there either take a bus to sonauli or take a

shared taxi for Rs300.
n Daily direct buses also ply from Varanasi

to Sonauli and even to Kathmandu. Direct

buses to Kathmandu are available from

Sonauli and Bhairhawa.
n Bhairhawa has an airport too, so if you plan

not to opt for the 14-hour tiring bus ride,

flight to and from Kathmandu is also an

option.
n Roadways are the only ways to move

around in Nepal.
n You can rent a moped in almost all the

tourist place in Nepal. And do carry your

passport as you might not be given the

vehicle without submitting your passport.
n No honking in Kathmandu. It is ‘Horn Not

Ok Please’ place and thus you must follow

the sensible law.
n Check the brakes of your vehicle

beforehand because not even the capital

city of Kathmandu has good roads.
n Apart from mopeds, limousine-like huge

vans run to move around within the city

area. Small buses with numbers also ply

within the city.
n You can cover Kathmandu, Patan and

Bharatpur in a day if you set early.
n Though there is an entry fee at most places

in Nepal, some can be barged through.
n Daal Bhat and Chowmin are the best and

cheapest food options.

ROUGH IT OUT

TIPS

PLANNING A TRIP TO NEPAL
BY CROSSING THE BORDER?
CONSIDER MANY CAUTIONS
BUT GO CONFIDENTLY TO THIS
MOUNTAIN KINGDOM, SAYS
PURVI KAMALIYA, AN AVID
TRAVELLER AND BLOGGER

Patan, Manigal

Stupa Bodhnath, Kathmandu



Business Analysis Tech-
niques (BAT) are struc-
tured processes that can

help find an organisation’s re-
quirements and achieve optimal
results. This systematic ap-
proach involves evaluating data,
identifying key performance in-
dicators, and employing various
tools to ensure that the Business
Analysis is thorough and aligned
with organisational objectives.

BAT help find opportunities
for improvement, reduce costs,
and propose effective and inno-
vative solutions. It involves per-
forming market research,
gathering and analysing data,

examining existing processes,
and exploring potential solu-
tions for complex challenges.

Overall, these techniques
provide a methodical approach
to solving the complex prob-
lems of a modern business.
They also help improve your de-
cision-making and foster contin-
uous improvement. 

Why is Business Analysis 
essential? 
For a business to improve and
grow, it first needs to identify its
areas of weakness and weigh
out possible solutions to
strengthen them. That is ex-

actly where Business Analysis
comes in handy. It helps with
your decision-making process
on what needs to be changed to
optimise the performance of
your business operations, it ex-
amines  market trends, and
most importantly, it helps busi-
nesses reduce risks by predict-
ing potential threats and
challenges.

SWOT Analysis
The SWOT Analysis is one of
the most popular Business
Analysis Techniques. It consid-
ers internal aspects like
strengths and weaknesses and

external aspects like opportuni-
ties and threats. It is widely used
because it is easy to use and not
limited to just business. 

MOST analysis  
The MOST Analysis determines
what the business does, their
goal, and how they plan to

achieve it. This is useful in un-
derstanding the business' abil-
ity and purpose. MOST stands
for Mission, Objectives, 

Strategy and Tactics.    

Business Process 
Modelling (BPM)  
Business Process Modelling
(BPM) is a technique for visual-
ising and Business Process
Analysis to increase efficiency
and effectiveness. It entails
defining the major steps, inputs,
outputs, and stakeholders in-
volved in a process and then vi-
sualising the complete process
flow.   

PESTLE Analysis
The PESTLE analysis is a Busi-
ness Analysis framework for
identifying and analysing ex-
ternal factors that may impact
a business. PESTLE stands for
Political, Economic, Sociologi-
cal, Technological, Legal, 
and Environmental considera-
tions.   
(Courtesy: theknowledgeacademy.com)
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Registration is Open for 2024/2025 We accept kids from the
age of 3 months to 4 years old Our curriculum includes EYFS &
Montessori with Arabic & Islamic classes Contact us for more

details & class tour

Timing from 8:00am to 1:00pm , early drop off
6:30am and late pick up 4:30pm

Contact No :  +968 96266443 
Email : Admin@alzainnurseries.com 

(Instagram) : @alzainnurseries 

Address : Ruwi Fish Market
Contact No :  92142165

Email add : sanjushah2005@gmail.com

Business Analysis Techniques help
streamline businesses


