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HM SENDS GREETINGS

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haith:
bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Sau
Arabia on the Kingdom’s National Day. In
the cable, His Majesty the Sultan wished
King Salman good health, happiness and a
longlife. He prayed to the Almighty Allah to
bring back this auspicious occasion at a time
the people of Saudi Arabia have achieved
further progress and prosperity. -oNA

HM THE SULTAN CONGRATULATES
PRESIDENT OF GUINEA BISSAU

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham

bin Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations
to President Umaro Sissoco Embaloof the
Republic of Guinea Bissau on his country’s
Independence Day anniversary. In his cable,
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere
greetings and wishes of good health and

Founded 1975

X TIMESOFOMANCOM  IEJ FACEBOOK.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

- Volume 47 No. 141 |16 Pages -

[ TWITTER COM/TIMESOFOMAN [ YOUTUBE COM/USER/TIMESOFOMANONLINE (@) TIMESOFOMAN COM/WHATSAPP

2 TIMESOFOMAN.COM/RSS

40

paaill go lole E-
YEARS OF PROGRESS

OES0)

Get Reduced Interest Rates
when applying for a loan

for the first time from Bank Muscat.

e®

Home Loan  Personal Loan

(8 LINKEDIN COM/COMPANY/TIMES-0F-OHAN

(&) INSTAGRAM.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

Bank Muscat. Better Everyday.

OMAN’S TRADE SURPLUS
SURGES 186% T0 REAGH

OMR4.71 BILLION |

0 The export of goods increased by 61
percent and non-oil exports by 51.2 it
percent during thefirsthalfof 2022 e
0 comparedmrhesamener|0d|n2l]21 e

Improved global
credit rating of the
Sultanate reflects
the economy’s
improved

performance

e

MUSCAT: More than 180 per-
cent rise in the trade balance
surplus reflects a smart recov-
ery in the Sultanate of Oman’s
economy.

Owing to prudent fiscal policy,
the trade balance surplus grew by
185.8 percent to reach OMR4.71
billion in the first half of 2022
compared to OMRI1.65 billion
during the same period in 2021.

The export of goods increased
by 61 percent and non-oil ex-
ports by 51.2 percent during the

first half of 2022 compared to the
same period in 2021.

Tangible

Dr. Nasser bin Rashid Al Mawali,
Undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Economy reaffirmed that
there is a tangible improve-
ment in performance of Oman’s
economy that can be noticed in
the performance of the General
Budget and the improvement in
the Sultanate’s credit rating by
global agencies. >A5

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Media ties with
Egypt very strong

The Minister of Information

said that communication

and cooperation between
the Sultanate’s media persons
and their Egyptian counterparts
is vital for showcasing the
development in the two
countries. >A5

Hurricane Fionamakes
landfallin Canada

Hurricane Fionamade
2 landfall in eastern

Canada on Saturday after
sweeping past Bermuda. The
hurricane brought heavy rainfall
with maximum wind speeds of
up to 90 miles (144 kilometres)
perhour.>A6

Hospitals told to reduce
waiting list of patients

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Dr. Hilal bin Ali Al-
Sabti, Minister of Health, has
directed specialists in the health
ministry to schedule appoint-
ments for patients in a way so that
they are not put to unnecessary
inconvenience in the Sultanate of
Oman.

An official from the Ministry of
Health confirmed that Dr. Al-Sabti
has issued an internal circular di-
recting the specialists in the Min-
istry to cut down waiting lists for
patients and expedite consultancy
services at the outpatient depart-
ment and surgeries at the earliest.

This comes after citizens ap-
pealed to the Minister to resolve
the issue of delay in seeking ap-
pointments at hospitals.

Talking about the delay in ap-
pointments, Mohammed Al Nasri

said: “My daughter suffers from
pain in her ear and needs surgery.
‘When I went to the hospital, an ap-
pointment was scheduled after five
months. I was taken aback. How
can my daughter endure pain all
this while?”

“When I asked the doctor about
the inordinate delay in appoint-
ment, the doctor replied that there
are so many on the waiting list and
that he could little regarding this.”

Lamenting his plight, Moham-
med said, “I do not have enough
money to have surgery at a private
hospital, it is a very difficult situa-
tion.” He said the directives of the
Minister have indeed raised the
hope of the suffering people.
Sultan Al-Busaidi also said, “I was
suffering from pain in the inner
eyelid of my eye. I went to the hos-
pital and my eyes were examined.”
>A2

Federer bids teary
farewell to tennis

Spanish tennis star Rafael
3 Nadal was captured in an
emotional moment as his
long-time rival and friend Roger
Federer bid goodbye to the sport
following the doubles clash at the
ongoing Laver Cup 2022.
>A8
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‘Oman-Saudi ties established
on strong principles and values’

The Saudi envoy
said that the National
day of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabiaisa
glorious day and a
source of pride for
each Saudi citizen

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Abdullah Saud Al En-
ezi, Saudi ambassador accredited
to the Sultanate, said that the Om-
ani-Saudi relations are distinct
and solid and established on stable
basis and values that can cope with
the new developments.

In an interview to Al Shabiba,
the sister publication of Times
of Oman, on the occasion of the
92th National Day celebration of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
Saudi ambassador said that the

wise leaders of the two countries
are working for the interest, the re-
naissance, progress and prosperity
of'the two countries.

He said that the visits of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
and the visit of His Royal High-
ness Crowne Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Defence to the
Sultanate of Oman have taken the
relations between the two coun-

tries to wider horizons.

He said that the relations be-
tween the Sultanate of Oman and
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are
established on mutual respect.

Qualitative relations

Their visits were on time and have
taken the relations between the
two countries to a higher level and
to wider horizons, he said, adding
that the relations between the two

Abdullah Saud Al Enezi

countries are established on mu-
tual respect and common values
and principles.

He said that the relations be-
tween the two countries cover all
fields and receives the Royal Care
and attention of His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik, the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud and Crowne Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and there are higher di-
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rectives on the necessity for ac-
cording due support and atten-
tion and developing the relations
between the two countries.

He said that the renaissance,
progress and prosperity wit-
nessed in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is ascribed to late King
Abdulaziz Al Saud and to his ef-
forts in uniting the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and his method
on which the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia was established and fol-
lowed by his sons, kings of the
KSA up to Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud and Crowne
Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Defence.

He said that the Saudi Vision
2030 is ambitious and reflects all
walks of daily life in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and that the pro-
gress and renaissance, prosper-
ity and creative innovations in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia re-
ceived the respect of all and cover
all walks of life and economic,
social and cultural sectors among
other sectors.

He said that the National day
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
is a glorious day and a source of
pride to each Saudi citizen and a

great day of giving.

Saudi Vision 2030

In this respect, the Saudi Ambas-
sador to the Sultanate recalled
the statement of Crowne Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Defence in which he said, “
We have great ambitious people
standing high and solid like Mount
Tuwaiq in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia” The Saudi people stand
against any obstacle in life and we
will overcome any obstacles to be-
come better”

He said that our youth are be-
hind the renaissance and progress
we are currently witnessing in all
fields, and the youths are led by
Crowne Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence.

Renaissance led by the
Saudi youth

He said that our wise leadership
since establishment of the King-
dom share with the people in all
walks of life and the Saudi people
understand that the wise leadership
provide them with prosperity and
progress. The renaissance is led by
the youth who accord tremendous
efforts for the sake of renaissance.

Oman takes part in Saudi
National Day celebrations

IBRI: The Sultanate of Oman
participated in the 92nd National
Day celebration of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia on Friday.

The function was organised
by the General Secretariat for
National Celebrations in coop-
eration with the Royal Oman
Police at the Empty Quarter
border crossing, in the presence
of Abdullah Saud Al Enezi, Am-
bassador of the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia (KSA) to the Sultanate
of Oman.

Historic relations
The celebration activities in-
cluded a number of events em-

bodying the deep brotherly and
historic relations between the
two countries.

The ceremony began with
a musical performance by the
Royal Oman Police, followed by
lyrical and folk music performed
by bands of Al Dhahirah Governo-
rate, in addition to a paragliding
and free jumping show.

The Saudi ambassador said
that this celebration reflects the
close and solid relations between
the two countries, praising the
historic relations linking the Sul-
tanate of Oman with the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia.

He affirmed the two countries’

efforts to strengthen cooperation
at all levels for the service of the
two countries and peoples.

The Saudi Ambassador to the
Sultanate of Oman indicated that
the Empty Quarter border cross-
ing between the Sultanate of
Oman and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is an icon of the strategic
relations between the two coun-
tries, adding that it represents a
vital and important tributary to
relations in all economic, invest-
ment, tourism and trade fields.
The ceremony was attended by a
number of officials from the Oma-
ni side, the Saudi side, and a group
of citizens. -ona

Don’t delay hospital appointments

< FROMAfter tests, an appoint-
A ment was given after

about three months. Why
this delay, I don’t know.”
Al-Busaidi says: “I told the doc-

tor that I cannot sleep because of
the pain in my eyes, but he said
there are many appointments
and it is not possible to bring the
appointment date closer.”

Al Busaidi hopes that with the
directives of the Minister to the
specialists in the ministry, there
are chances of things improving
in the future.
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‘Restoring lands of
Palestinians key to

Middle East peace’

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman stressed that the establish-
ment of peace in the Middle East
needs the creation of a Palestin-
ian state on all its territories oc-
cupied since 1967.

Dr Muhammad bin Awad Al-
Hassan, the Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Sultanate of
Oman to the United Nations
and head of the delegation of the
Sultanate of Oman to the 77th

ment of peace in the Middle East
requires the establishment of
a Palestinian state on all its oc-
cupied lands since 1967, and the
Sultanate of Oman is here to re-
solve the establishment of two
states.

The US Secretary of State Tony
Blinken affirmed that his country
supports the two-state solution
and will continue its efforts with
the parties concerned to achieve
this goal and to achieve peace in
the Middle East.
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haat in Dhofar has the most dramatic

and beautiful cliffs in Oman. The vil-

lage of Shaat is located on the slopes

of Jabal Al Qamar and overlooks the

Indian Ocean. It is approximately
80 kilometres from Salalah. Dare beyond the
boundaries of the cliff to the dangerous steep
descent through the wilderness. Continue by
the woods and you will end up at this secluded
beach far away. The turquoise waters, sea birds,
rounded pebbles, sugary sand with huge hills in
the background are mesmerising. Shaat Hid-
den Beach, which is approximately 250 feet, is a
small beach at 2 hours drive from Salalah.
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Oman and Egypt have
strong ties in media field:
Dr. Abdullah Nasser

CAIRO: Abdullah bin Nasser Al
Harrasi, Minister of Information
reaffirmed that communication
and cooperation between the Sul-
tanate’s media persons and their
Egyptian counterparts is vital
and necessary for showcasing the
development in the two countries
and for boosting the joint visions
aimed to further cement aware-
ness on the role of the media.

He said during his meeting
with a number of writers and
chief editors of Egyptian news-
papers that the bilateral relations
between the two countries in the
field of media are deep-rooted
and developed and renewable on
a daily basis.

He said that Egypt has played
a key role in the various stages of
development of Oman’s media
and that a number of Egyptian
writers provide the Omani news-
papers with important articles
and deep visions in the various
fields of knowledge.

He said that we aim at upgrad-
ing these relations to higher lev-
els and to create communication
with the new generations of the
media persons in both the coun-
tries mainly in light of the new de-
velopments in the field of media,
media technologies and contem-
porary means of communication
and the opportunities they create
in the joint media work.

He described Oman’s presence
in the Egyptian press as strong
and positive and that Oman’s
press and media follow with the
developments in the Egyptian
arena including the comprehen-
sive development led by Presi-

dent Abdel Fattah El Sisi of Egypt.
The Omani public also follow
with the updates and develop-
ments in the fields of media,
economy, science and culture
in the Arab Republic of Egypt,
he added.
The media in the two countries
share responsible media mes-
sage disseminated by the media
persons in both the countries, he
said describing such message as
boosting continued communica-

a1 Oman’'s GDP up
32.4% during the
first half of 2022

The improved credit rating by
international agencies operating
in the field is shown in the key
economic indicators be it at the
level of performance of economic
activities or the consumer prices
and labour and employment
conditions which represent a
key pillar in measurement of the
economic condition and reflect
in one way or the other the im-
provement in the performance of
economy in general.

One of the indicators that is
considered evidence for the same
isthe growth (at the current price)
of the GDP during the first half of
2022 by 324 percent to reach
OMR20.26 Dbillion compared
to OMR15.30 billion during the
same period in 2021. At the fixed
price, the GDP improved by 3.9
percenttoreach OMR17.59 billion
during the first half of 2022 com-
pared to OMR16.93 billion during
the same period in 2021, he added.

Increase value added

The improvement is accompa-
nied by the increase in the value
added to oil activities by 9.2 per-
cent forming 34.1 percent of the
GDP during the first six months
0f' 2022 against 32.5 percent dur-
ing the same period in 2021 and

the increase of the value added to
non-oil activities by 2.1 percent
during the same period in 2022,
he said.

He said there are other factors
which helped in the improve-
ment of the economic indicators,
notably the increase in crude oil
prices in the world markets cou-
pled with the efficiency of the
financial and economic policies
followed by the Sultanate to avail
benefits from such increases, in-
cluding the support to the efforts
at economic recovery during the
Covid 19 pandemic. The factors
also included the focus on opti-
mal utilisation of oil revenues
for achievement of fiscal balance
and announcement of a number
of development projects, he said.

Speaking on the growth of
economic activities during the
first half of the current year at
fixed prices, he said the trans-
port and storage activity and the
activity of hotel stay and food
services registered noticeable
growth rates at 29.4 percent and
29.2 percent, respectively. The
activity of mining and manufac-
turing activity has registered an
increase of 15.4 percent and 11.5
percent, respectively, during the
same period, he added. -ona

tion between the peoples of the
two countries in all fields.

Meanwhile, the Egyptian me-
dia persons expressed their de-
light over the meeting which
contributes to cementing the role
the media play in communication
between the people of the two
countries and in dissemination of
constrictive community culture
and exchange of expertise among
the media institutions in both the
countries -ona
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works in Dhofar Region.

INVITATION TO TENDER

Dhofar Integrated Services Company S.A.O.C (DISC)
invites reputable contractor for carrying out following

Tender Reference Number Title of the Tender

DISC/W/TENDER/ OPERATION & MAINTENANCE OF

MAN/2022/006 REVERSE OSMOSIS WATER DESALINATION
PLANT AT AL HALLANIYAT

Tender Fee RO 525.000 Inclusive VAT (5%)
Note: Tenderer who wish to participate in the above tender
should collect the tender documents from DISC’s office or
send an e-mail to below mention mail id for tender documents

Experience minimum of three (3) years experience in the maintenance

and operation of Desalination Plant, out of which at least two
(2) years in Reverse Osmosis Sea Water Desalination Plant

Pre-qualification

The tenderer should be a registered business owner with
proper commercial registration with ministry of commerce.
The tenderer must show previous experience in performing
similar jobs in the past.

Last date for issue of tender documents

03:00 PM on 9th October 2022

Site Visit 11th October 2022

Last date for seeking pre bid clarification | 03:00 PM on 17th October 2022

Last date for response pre bid clarification 03:00 PM on 20th October 2022

Last date for submission of bids

03:00 PM on 27th October 2022

Any Queries Please Contact

Phone 23232554, purchase @disc.nama.om

Tenderers are requastad to note that the bids accompanied with Tendar Bond (1% of the quoted bid
price and having 90 days validity) shall only be considered for evaluation.

danaolluloasll jlakh as

Dhofar Integrated Services Company

2L Lk 65 i

Announcement

of Tender

Tender No. 01/2022

The Oman Company for the Development of Special Economic
Zone at Dugm (Tatweer), a wholly owned subsidiary of OPAZ,
invites reputable and experienced Companies for the following

pullafly il g Lol gl slad ki,

services to participate in the following tender:

Purchasing and collecting softcopy of the Tender

Documents The payment receipt shall be sent to

tatweertendersi@ocds.com.om

the e-mail in order to receive the RFIP document.

Submission of bids Electronically

Start Date | Document Collection)

Closing Date [ Document Collection)
Site visit in SEZAD HQ Building in Dugm

Closing Date for Queries

Date of Bids Submission

Tender Document Fee [OMR)

Payment of Documents Fee to Tatweer's

Bank account No.:

Important Notes

atweertendersi@ocds.com.om

25" September 2022
5 October 2022
5" October 2022, 10:00 am
11™ Dctober 20212
10™ Dctober 2022
OMR. 100.000

Bank of Muscat
0423028774030016
[For Telegraphic Transfer]
[SWIFT: BMUSOMRRRMH.
Bank Muscat 5A0G

Al Tijara Street Muscat, 112 Oman

« All Bids shall be submitted through soft copy only and send
them ail address: [tatweertenders@ocds.com.om),

= All clarifications should be sent to the email address:
[tatweertenders@ocds.com.om),

« Any bids submitted after the Tender Submission Date/Time

shall not be accepted

* Document Fee o u—.-.rnade shall not be refunded

~—N

Tatuseer.

L ¥
www.ocds.com.
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Hurricane Fiona hits
Canada amid fears of
‘historic, extreme event’

The province of
Nova Scotia was

on high alert, with
the Atlantic Canada
region preparing

for what could be
one of the most
severe storms in the

country’s history

ONTARIO: Hurricane Fiona
made landfall in eastern Canada
on Saturday after sweeping past
Bermuda.

The storm brought heavy rain-
fall with maximum winds of 90
miles per hour. Some areas record-
ed rainfall of up to 4.9 inches (125
millimetres).

The province of Nova Scotia
was on high alert, with the Atlantic
Canada region preparing for what
forecasters warn could become
one of the most severe storms in
the country’s history.

“It is certainly going to be a his-
toric, extreme event for Eastern
Canada,” Bob Robichaud, a mete-
orologist for the Canadian Hurri-
cane Center, told the media.

“It’s a major hurricane .. All
that momentum is trapped within
the storm, so it’s very difficult for

something like that to actually
wind down.”

Fiona transformed from a hurri-
cane into a post-tropical storm late
on Friday. However, experts said
that it could still have hurricane-
strength winds and would bring
lashing rains and huge waves.

Trudeau: ‘It’s going to be a
bad one’
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
delayed his Saturday departure for
Japan, where he was to attend the
state funeral for assassinated for-
mer Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
“It’s going to be a bad one,” he
said on Friday.
“We of course hope there won’t
be much needed, but we feel there
probably will be,” Trudeau said.

“Listen to the instructions of local
authorities and hang in there for
the next 24 hours.”

Over 250,000 Nova Scotia Pow-
er customers were affected by out-
ages just after 1 a.m. local time.

The numbers spiked by another
28,000 by the end of the hour.

Authorities in the province sent
anemergency alert to phones warn-
ing of Fiona’s arrival and asked peo-
ple to stay indoors, avoid the shore,
charge devices and have enough
supplies for at least 72 hours.

Residents were also warned of
wind damage to trees and struc-
tures, coastal flooding and possible
road washouts.

Two of Canada’s biggest car-
riers — Air Canada and WestJet
Airlines — halted regional service

World Bank chief rejects calls
to quit over climate remark

WASHINGTON: World Bank
President David Malpass was defi-
ant to calls for his resignation after
he declined to say whether he ac-
cepts the scientific consensus on
climate change.

Environmental activists have
accused Malpass of climate change
denial and demanded he resign.

In an interview with Politico on
Friday, Malpass said he wouldn’t
quit, and that none of the bank’s
shareholders had asked him to
step down. The World Bank chief
acknowledged that his remarks
were “unfortunate.”

‘I should’ve said no’

“When asked, ‘Are you a climate
denier?’ I should have said no,” he
told Politico.

He stressed that the bank is tak-
ing a “forceful leadership” position
on environmental issues and ap-
peared to backtrack on his previ-
ous remarks.

“It’s clear that greenhouse gas
emissions from human activity are
causing climate change,” Malpass
said in the Friday interview.

“So the task for us, for the world, is
to pull together the projects and the
funding that actually has an impact.”

At an event sponsored by The
New York Times on Tuesday,

Malpass refused several times to
answer the question of whether
he believed in man-made climate
change. “I don’t even know. I'm
not a scientist,” he said after sev-
eral attempts by journalist David
Gelles to get an answer from the
‘World Bank chief.

His response triggered an out-
cry by climate diplomats and or-
ganizations, who called on US
President Joe Biden to remove
him from his position.

On Friday, the White House said it
condemned Malpass’ comments.

“We expect the World Bank to
be a global leader of climate am-
bition and mobilization,” White

House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre told reporters.

Jean-Pierresaid the US Treasury
Department “has and will continue
to make that expectation clear to
the World Bank leadership.”

The Treasury Department
“will hold Malpass accountable,”
Jean-Pierre said, “and support
the many staff working to fight
climate change at the World Bank.
But again, removal would require a
majority of stakeholders.”

As per a longstanding tradition,
‘Washington picks the head of the
‘World Bank, while European gov-
ernments choose the head of the
International Monetary Fund. ow

from Friday evening.

Several killed in Puerto Rico
No official reports of serious dam-
age came in when the storm sys-
tem passed by Bermuda earlier in
the day.

Fiona so far has been blamed
for the deaths of at least five peo-
ple, four in Puerto Rico and one in
Guadeloupe earlier this week, ac-
cording to US officials.

US President Joe Biden de-
clared a state of emergency in
Puerto Rico, which is still reeling
from the destruction caused by
Hurricane Maria five years ago.

Meanwhile, in the Dominican
Republic, President Luis Abinader
declared three eastern provinces
to be disaster zones. -ow
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US providing $327 million in
humanitarian assistance to
Afghanistan, says Blinken

WASHINGTON: The US is
providing $327 million in hu-
manitarian aid for the people of
Afghanistan, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken announced on
Friday.

Taking to Twitter, Blinken
said, “The United States is pro-
viding nearly $327 million in ad-
ditional humanitarian assistance
to Afghanistan and Afghans in
neighbouring countries to fund
emergency support and health
services. We remain commit-
ted to the Afghan people.” In
the funding, USD 119 million
was through the Department of
State’s Bureau of Population,
Refugees, and Migration and
around USD 208 million through
the US Agency for International
Development’s Bureau for Hu-
manitarian Assistance.

Bringing the total US humani-
tarian assistance in Afghanistan
and neighbouring countries to
over USD 1.1billion since the Tal-
iban takeover in August 2021, ac-
cording to the statement released
by the US Department of State.

The United States remains
committed to the Afghan people
and continues to call on other
members of the international

community to adhere to pledges
made during the March 31 high-
level pledging event on support-
ing the humanitarian response in
Afghanistan.

“This assistance from the
United States will continue to
support the scaled-up humani-
tarian response in Afghanistan
and neighbouring countries
through international humani-
tarian organizations, including
the United Nations Population
Fund, International Organiza-
tion for Migration, and other
implementing partners in the re-
gion,” the statement reads.

According to the statement,
the funding will provide emer-
gency cash, shelter, healthcare
and reintegration assistance to
internally displaced persons and
returnees; as well as protection,
life-saving reproductive and ma-
ternal health, and gender-based
violence prevention and re-
sponse services.

The funding will also support
Afghans in neighbouring coun-
tries. The Afghan refugees and
host communities in Pakistan
will receive health and nutrition,
particularly COVID-19 screening
and vaccination services. ant

Sr1 Lanka President 1ssues gazette
declaring high-security zones
around Presidential Secretariat

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Ranil Wickremesinghe has
issued a gazette notice declar-
ing several areas in Colombo as
High-Security Zones including
the area surrounding the Parlia-
ment Complex, Presidential Sec-
retariat and President’s House,
reported Sri Lanka’s local media

outlet The Daily Mirror.

Citing the order made by Presi-
under
Section 2 of Official Secrets Act,
No. 32 of 1955, the Gazette of the
Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka read, “The High-Se-
curity Zones, which comprise of
the areas specified in the Sched-
ule of these Orders, are hereby
declared.” “The Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence shall be the
competent authority for the im-
plementation of these orders. The
competent authority may make
provisions for the regulation
of certain activities within the
High-Security Zones based on
the security situation or during
special occasions. The competent
authority may issue commands
incidentally from time to time
for the proper implementation of

dent Wickremesinghe

these orders,” it added.

Sri Lanka continues to reel
under a severe economic crisis.
Earlier, protesting the dire condi-
tions, Sri Lankan protesters had
broken into then Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe’s private
residence and set it on fire. They
were angered by the unprece-
dented economic crisis.

During those protests, several
journalists were also attacked by
the security forces after which
more protestors gathered in the
area. Notably, Sri Lanka is suf-
fering its worst economic crisis
since gaining independence in
1948, which comes on the heels
of successive waves of COVID-19,
threatening to undo years of de-
velopment progress and severely
undermining the country’s ability
to achieve the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs).

The protests came after the

worsening economic situation in
the country led to increasing ten-
sions and reports of several con-
frontations between individuals
and members of the police force
and the armed forces at fuel sta-
tions where thousands of desper-
ate members of the public queued
for hours and sometimes days
amid the fuel crisis.

Sri Lanka has been suffering
a diesel shortage since Febru-
ary, which led to hours of daily
power cuts. At present, Sri Lanka
is struggling with acute food and

electricity shortages, forcing
the country to seek help from its
neighbours.

The island nation is also fac-
ing a foreign exchange shortage,
which has, incidentally, affected
its capacity to import food and
fuel, leading to power cuts in the
country. The shortage of essential
goods forced Sri Lanka to seek as-
sistance from friendly countries.

India has been at forefront of
extending economic assistance
to Sri Lanka as per their require-
ments and is one of the countries
that have provided the maximum
amount of assistance in time of
need. ant
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Typhoon Talas lashes central Japan, kills two people

TOKYO: Two people were killed
when Typhoon Talas lashed cen-
tral Japan with torrential rain and
fierce winds on Saturday.

The northeast Asian country
is currently in typhoon season,
which brings about 20 heavy
storms each year that often cause
flooding and landslides. The city
of Shizuoka, southwest of the
capital, Tokyo, was hit especially
hard by the arrival of Talas with a

record 417 millimeters of rainfall,
officials said.

Winds at the center of the storm
were blowing at about 65 kilom-
eters per hour (40 miles per hour),
with peak gusts of almost 100 kph
(62 mph), the country’s meteoro-
logical agency said.

Police said one man died after he
crashed his car into a pond in the
wider Shizuoka prefecture. A man
in his 40s was killed in alandslide.

In another part of the region, a
road collapsed under the weight of
the flood waters. Japanese media
reports said one man managed to
crawl out of a truck that got stuck
but another man was missing.

Three people were injured in a
mudslide in Shizuoka, according
to police. Power was also cut to
about 120,000 households, partly
due to a landslide knocking over
two electricity pylons, the local

utility company said.

The firm said it could take sev-
eral months for the pylons to be
repaired. Regional train services
were stopped for several hours,
leaving about 1,000 people strand-
ed at an arena in Shizuoka where a
concert was held Friday night.

Typhoon downgraded, po-
tential for more devastation
Forecasters downgraded the ty-

phoon to an extratropical cyclone
within hours of making landfall
but also forecast further torrential
rain with the potential for land-
slides and flooding.

Inthe city of Yokohama, some 30
kilometers south of Tokyo, about
3,000 people were ordered to leave
their homes as a precaution.

Talas was headed toward the
Japanese capital and hammering
a wide area around the city with

heavy showers.

Talas reached Japan just days af-
ter Typhoon Nanmadol, one of the
biggest storms in years, killed at
least four people and injured more
than 150 in the country’s south-
west. Scientists say climate change
isincreasing the severity of storms
and causing extreme weather such
as heat waves, droughts and flash
floods to become more frequent
and intense. ow

India’s focus 1s on green
growth, says PM Modi

NEW DELHI: Drawing atten-
tion to the net zero emissions
target for the year 2070, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Friday that India’s focus is on
green growth and green jobs.

“India has set a target of net
zero till the year 2070. Now the
focus of the country is on growth,
on green jobs. And to achieve all
these goals, the role of the envi-
ronment ministry of every state is
enormous,” Modi said at the inau-
guration of the National Confer-
ence of Environment Ministers
in Ekta Nagar, Gujarat via video
conferencing.

Stressing on the need to main-
tain equilibrium with nature, the
prime minister said the role of
the environment ministries of the
states in achieving these goals is
of'vital importance.

“I urge all environment minis-
ters to promote a circular econ-
omy as much as possible in the
states,” Prime Minister Modi said.

These steps will significantly
strengthen the solid waste man-
agement campaign and will free
us from the clutches of single-use
plastic, the prime minister said
according to an official statement.

Throwing light on the ground-
water issues, Modi said the states
with abundant water are also fac-
ing water shortages nowadays.

The Prime Minister remarked
that the challenges and meas-
ures like chemical-free natural
farming, Amrit Sarovar and wa-
ter security, are not limited to the
individual departments and the
environment department will
also have to consider these as an
equally pressing challenge.

“It is critical to work with a
participative and integrated ap-
proach by the environment min-
istries. When the vision of the
environment ministries changes,
I am sure, nature will also be ben-
efitted,” he said.

Stressing that this work is
not just limited to Information
Department or the Education
Department, the Prime Minis-
ter said that public awareness is
another important aspect of pro-

US revokes designation
of Afghanistan as
major non-NATQO ally

WASHINGTON: Over a year
after the Taliban overthrew the
democratically elected govern-
ment in Kabul, the United States
has rescinded the designation of
Afghanistan as a major non-NA-
TO ally.

The United States named Af-
ghanistan a major non-NATO
allyin July 2012, which paved the
way for the two sides to maintain
economic and defence ties. It also
helped Kabul with defence and
security-related aid and equip-
ment. “By the authority vested in
me as President by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United
States of America, including
section 517 of the Foreign Assis-
tance Act of 1961, as amended (22
U.S.C.2321k) (the “Act”), I hereby
terminate the designation of Af-
ghanistan as a Major Non-NATO
Ally of the United States for the
purposes of the Act and the Arms
Export Control Act,” US Presi-
dent Joe Biden said in a presiden-
tial order.

In July, Biden notified the US
Congress of his intent to rescind
the designation of Afghanistan as
amajor non-NATO ally.

“In accordance with section
517 of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C.
2321k), I am providing notice of
my intent to rescind the desig-

tecting the environment.

“As you all are well aware that
in the National Education Policy
that has been implemented in
the country, a lot of emphasis has
been laid on experienced-based
learning”, Modi added.

The Prime Minister remarked
that this campaign should be led
by the Ministry of Environment.

This will create awareness
about biodiversity among the chil-
dren and will also plant the seeds
of protecting the environment.

“Children who live in our coast-
al areas should also be taught how
to protect the marine ecosystem.
We have to make our children,
and future generations sensitive
toward the environment”, the
Prime Minister added.

The universities and laborato-
ries of our states should give top
priority to innovations related to
environmental protection, fol-
lowing the mantra of Jai Anu-
sandhan.

The Prime Minister alsounder-
lined the adoption of technology
in protecting the environment.
“Study and research on the condi-
tions of forests in the forests are
equally important”, Modi added.

Addressing the gathering, the
Prime Minister welcomed one and
all to Ekta Nagar and the National
Conference of Environment Min-
isters. The Prime Minister high-

lighted that the conference is be-
ing held when India is setting new
goals for the next 25 years.

Talking about the significance,
the Prime Minister said that the
holistic development of Ekta Na-
gar is a prime example of an en-
vironmental pilgrimage when it
comes to forests, water conserva-
tion, tourism and our tribal broth-
ers and sisters.

Giving examples of the Inter-
national Solar Alliance, Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastruc-
ture, and LiFE movement, the
Prime Minister remarked that In-
dia is not just taking huge strides
in the field of renewable energy,
but also guiding other nations of
the world.

The Prime Minister said, “To-
day’s new India is moving ahead
with new thinking, new approach.”
The Prime Minister further went
on to add that India is a rapidly
developing economy, and it is con-
tinuously strengthening its ecol-
ogy as well. “Our forest cover has
increased and wetlands are also
expanding rapidly”, he added.

The Prime Minister remarked
that today the world is joining
India because of its track record
of fulfilling its commitments.
“Gir lions, tigers, elephants,
one-horned rhinos and leopards
have increased in numbers over
the years. am
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nation of Afghanistan as a Major
Non-NATO Ally,” Biden said in
an earlier letter.

The Taliban launched an of-
fensive against the democrati-
cally elected Afghan govern-
ment last year after the Biden
administration announced the
end of its military presence in
Afghanistan.

On August 15, 2021, the Tali-
ban swept into Kabul without
encountering any resistance
and gained full control over the
Afghan capital. Later in Septem-
ber, the Taliban declared a com-
plete victory in Afghanistan and
formed an interim government,
which hasn’t yet been officially
recognized by any country.

Since its ascent to power in
Kabul, the Islamic group imposed
policies severely restricting ba-
sic rights--particularly those of
women and girls.

According to Human Rights
Watch (HRW), the Taliban dis-
missed all women from leader-
ship posts in the civil service and
prohibited girls in most prov-
inces from attending secondary
school. Taliban decrees prohibit
women from travelling unless ac-
companied by a male relative and
require women’s faces to be cov-
ered in public--including women
TV newscasters. am
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Moeen Ali heaps praise on
batters Harry Brook, Will Jacks

KARACHI: Following his side’s
63-run win against Pakistan in
third T20I at Karachi, England
skipper Moeen Ali praised young
batters Will Jacks and Harry
Brook for their performances.
Unbeaten half-centuries from
Ben Duckett and Harry Brook
and a three-wicket haul by pacer
Mark Wood guided England to a
63-run win over Pakistan in the

third T20I of the seven-match
series in Karachi on Friday. “Felt
it was a brilliant win. Ruthless to-
night. That partnership was out-
standing. Brook is showing what a
player he can become potentially
for the future. For us he is amaz-
ing. Guys have got a bit of experi-
ence from the PSL (Pakistan Su-
per League), saw Will Jacks take
it to the bowlers and showed in-

tent. Amazing for England, still a
few players who are not here, so
great for our cricket [on squad
depth]. That was really quick,
he bowled serious pace, its nice
to see him come back. He is a
massive part of our team and for
the World Cup we need him fir-
ing like that [on Mark Wood],”
said Moeen in a post-match
presentation. -ant
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Roger Federer bids teary
farewell to tennis career,
Rafael Nadal too weeps

Nadal was also
captured in tears
after their loss in
Federer’s last match

in competitive tennis

LONDON: Spanish tennis ace
Rafael Nadal was captured in
an emotional moment as his
long-time rival and friend Roger
Federer bid goodbye to the sport
following the doubles clash at the
ongoing Laver Cup 2022.

The 20-time Grand Slam
champion, 41, and Nadal, play-
ing for Team Europe, went down
6-4, 6-7 (2/7), 9-11 against Team
World’s Frances Tiafoe and Jack
Sock. When the match ended,
Federer hugged Nadal as well as
Tiafoe and Sock before he began
crying. Nadal was also captured in
tears after their loss in Federer’s
last match in competitive tennis.

Association of Tennis Profes-
sionals (ATP), the governing body
of men’s tennis, also acknowl-

edged this moment and shared a
GIF that captured both the leg-
ends sitting together and crying.

“How are we getting over this?
@rogerfederer | @RafaelNadal |
#RForever,” tweeted ATP.

Though close friends, Federer
and Nadal are also fierce rivals on
the tennis court. The duo has domi-
nated the world of tennis for the last
two decades. Federer first battled
the Spanish legend at ATP Masters
1000 event in Miami in 2004. Since
then, they have faced off against
each other in a total of 40 matches.
Nadal emerged victorious 24 times,
while Federer won 16 matches.

On Friday the legendary pair
went down to the World Pair by
4-6, 7-6(2), 11-9 at the O2 Arena,
making things even by 2-2 between

Team Europe and Team World.
The World Pair made a comeback
from being a set down to winning
the next two.

Federer and Nadal were in high
spirits throughout this match, en-
tertaining the crowd with their
delightful strokeplay.

Federer has won 103 ATP
singles titles and overall 1,251
matches throughout his illus-
trious career. Federer has also
won 20 Grand Slam titles, in-
cluding a record-making eight
Wimbledon men’s singles titles.
Federer’s glorious career saw
him reign at the top of the ATP
Rankings for 310 weeks. The
Laver Cup started in London on
September 23 and will go on till
September 25. an

Two overs by Axar made all
the difference, Finch after
loss to India in second T201

NAGPUR: Following his side’s
six-wicket loss to Australia in a
rain-hit second T20I, Austral-
ian captain Aaron Finch lauded
Indian spinner Axar Patel’s per-
formance, saying that it was the
difference between both the sides.

Rohit Sharma’s unbeaten 46 of
20 balls helped India chase amas-
sive 91-run target to level the se-
ries 1-1inthe second T20Iin Nag-
pur here at the Vidarbha Cricket
Association (VCA) Stadium in
Nagpur which was impacted by
rain. Axar Patel also shone with
the ball, taking 2/13 in two overs.
“You probably plan for a 5 over
game and then a bit more to it.
Rohit played brilliantly and two
overs of Axar made the difference.
Wade is a calm customer at the
back end and he has grown into
that finisher’s role. Zampa was
good too,” said Finch in a post-
match presentation.

Coming to the match, it was re-
duced to eight overs per side due
to rain. India opted to bowl first
after winning the toss. Australia
posted 90/5 in their eight overs.
Knocks from Aaron Finch (31 off
15 balls) and Matthew Wade (43
off 20) helped Australia post a
challenging total on the board.

Axar Patel was the pick of the
Indian bowlers, taking 2/13 in
two overs. Jasprit Bumrah also
returned to action with a two-
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over spell of 1/23. Pacer Harshal
Patel leaked runs once again, giv-
ing away 32 runs in just two overs.

Chasing 91, Team India was off
to a great start, posting 39 in just
2.5 overs before KL Rahul was
dismissed for 10 off 5 balls. Spin-
ner Adam Zampa helped Austral-
ia make a brief comeback, trap-
ping Virat Kohli (11 off 6 balls)
and Suryakumar Yadav (golden
duck) quickly, reducing India to
55/3in 4.3 overs. am

Will Europe’s
World Cup
dominance
come to end
in QJatar?

BERLIN: To find several top
European football teams in
trouble at present seems a small
consolation for German coach
Hansi Flick. With two months
out from the 2022 FIFA World
Cup’s kick-off, the 2014 world
champion Germany has joined
the struggling parties providing
a poor performance against un-
derdog Hungary in the Nations
League and collecting the first
defeat in 14 games under the
former Bayern manager.

With Italy having missed the
World Cup, England, France
and Germany on the final me-
ters seem to turn into problem
children. With only Spain get-
ting along well in the Nations
League, the African, Asian and
South American teams might
be mulling over the possibility
of' breaking the evident domina-
tion of the European teams at
the latest World Cups.

The past four World Cup ti-
tles were won by France, Ger-
many, Spain and Italy, and Bra-
zil in 2002. Not only Germany’s
dominant club team Bayern is
struggling in their league, but
Liverpool, Chelsea and Man-
chester United have to suffer in
the Premier League, not to say
Juve, Inter Milan and AC Milan
in Italy Xinhua
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OTAX| SERVICE LAUNCHED

Otaxi, one of Oman Technology Fund’s
investments, announced providing its
public transport service in the Special
Economic Zone at Dugm (Sezad). This
service is aimed to keep pace with the
ongoing commercial and development
growth that is witnessed in the zone.
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Aggressive
tightening of the
monetary policy by
the Federal Reserve
could accelerate the
global economic
slowdown

VINOD KUMAR PK
vinodkumar@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Like other markets
globally, most of the financial
markets in the GCC were im-
pacted by the conflict in eastern
Europe, according to an industry
expert.

“The ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict has strongly affected en-
ergy deliveries and profoundly
changed how the market worked,”
said Daniel Takieddine, BDSwiss
CEO Mena.

Elaborating on the current oil
prices, both domestically and glob-

L

MUSCAT: The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) has increased its
repo rate for local banks by 75 ba-
sis points to stand at 3.75 per cent.
The move comes after the US Fed-
eral Reserve’s recent announce-
ment to hike its key policy rate.
CBO’s monetary policy tar-
get is to sustain and maintain its
fixed exchange rate. This policy is

man’s

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Indian real estate sec-
tor has become more transparent.
It is the buyers’ market and the
right time to buy back property in
India as the real estate sector has
transformed into a new dimen-
sion with 100 per cent transpar-
ency, secured and fully protected
for buyers.

With the government stream-
lining the sector with clear and
transparent policies buying a
property is more secure com-
pared to the past. Buyers are very
well protected and their invest-
ment is well guarded further with
the currency exchange rate at its
peak it is the right time to buy and
save alot.

India Homes 2022 was held on
September 23 and 24 at Al Falaj
Hotel, Ruwi. Reputed builders
were present with RERA-ap-
proved projects across cities in In-
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Port of Dugm Company (PODC), in
collaboration with Oman Society for
Petroleum Services (Opal) and Oman
logistics Association (OLA) organised a
forum on ‘Business Opportunities at Port
of Dugm’, which attracted oil and gas

companies operating in Oman.

uropean conflict likely to
logistics and supply chains

ally, in the short term Daniel said,
“It goes without saying that the
conflict in Europe would continue
to be a threat to the supply side,
however, the market is seeing a de-
cline in demand.”

“This is particularly the case
with the aggressive tightening in
monetary policy that the Federal

aligned with the structure and na-
ture of the Omani economy.
There are a number of advan-
tages for Oman that is derived
from this policy, namely ensur-
ing the stability of the Omani
Rial, mitigating capital outflow
and promoting certainty among
investors by removing exchange
rate risk. The CBO has cautioned

Daniel Takieddine
BDSwiss CE0 Mena

Reserveisleading, which could ac-
celerate the global economic slow-
down. As a result, oil prices could
continue to slide with rebounds
from time to time whenever pro-
duction cuts would happen,” he
further added.

When asked whether this es-
calation has a large impact on

Most markets in the GCC initially benefited from the
increasing energy prices that resulted from the war
in Ukraine and the sanctions applied by the European
Union on Russia. The higher prices helped boost
equities and local economies while the increasingly
fighter monetary policies, in particular in the US,
eroded confidence and weighed on performances

economic growth, Daniel said
that the conflict in Ukraine has al-
ready significantly affected global
economic growth by pushing up
commodities prices including oil,
natural gas and grains among oth-
er things and by disrupting supply

lines.

“This has affected countries

raises repo rate for local

banks by 75 basis points

banks not to increase the cost of
borrowing to consumers given
ample liquidity in the system.

The global economy is witness-
ing rising and sustained inflation-
ary pressure and as such, central
banks in a number of countries
are attempting to address this
pressure by hiking their respec-
tive key policy rates with the ob-

jective of reducing lending and
by default reducing aggregate de-
mand that in turn would translate
into reduced consumption.

‘While higher interest rates are
expected to lead to lower infla-
tion, in some cases, as related to
consumers in high-income brack-
ets, they could result in higher
savings. -ona

NRIs meet reputed
property developers from India
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diaand ICICI Bank Homesloans at
very attractive interest rates.

More than 50 projects (indi-
vidual villas, apartments, plots,
holiday homes, and commercial
properties) across various parts
of India participating, offering a
wide range of ready-to-move-in

and other properties suitable for
the right investments.

Few of the participants offered
attractive special offers for book-
ings done during 2 days which
was a wonderful opportunity for
the NRIs to consider.

NRIs looking for investment in

real estate in India would have ac-
cess to first-hand information on
upcoming and current real estate
projects, as a range of property
options, from residential apart-
ments, plots and bungalows, to
commercial properties was on
display.

that depend on these products like
Egypt for grains and Europe for
natural gas. The ensuing inflation
has accelerated monetary policy
tightening which continues to af-
fect growth. In this regard, any fur-
ther escalations could exacerbate
existing issues,” he added.

Logistics and supplies of com-
modities and other essential prod-
ucts could still be under threat if
tensions flare up, Daniel warned,
adding that “Supplies of electronic
components were strongly affect-
ed by the COVID-19 conditions
in the past and could see similar
effects if the logistics chain is dis-
rupted with Taiwan being an im-
portant production centre along
with China.

“The same could be said about
grains, which are produced mas-
sively in Russia and Ukraine, and
are shipped thanks to a fragile
agreement between the belliger-
ents. Additionally, the war could
affect future crop harvests, which
could significantly affect supplies,”
he pointed out.

Regarding his views about in-
flation in the US, the US Federal
Reserve’s policy and its impact on
Oman and the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, Daniel
said, “We could see the Federal Re-
serve continue raising key interest

rates this year and the next in a bid
to fight inflation. The latter has
started to decline but not as fast as
previously expected which could
promptthe US central bank to pur-
sue a more aggressive policy.”

“This in turn could result in
slower demand for energy prod-
ucts which are essential exports
for Oman and other countries in
the region as well as in an ero-
sion of confidence among inves-
tors, leading to lower prices on the
stock market,” he added.

Stock markets

Speaking about the stock mar-
kets in Oman and GCC countries,
Daniel said, “Most markets in the
GCC initially benefited from the
increasing energy prices that re-
sulted from the war in Ukraine and
the sanctions applied by the Euro-
pean Union on Russia. The higher
prices helped boost equities and
local economies while the increas-
ingly tighter monetary policies, in
particular in the US, eroded con-
fidence and weighed on perfor-
mances.”

“Currently, stock markets are
mainly weighed by the global
economy’s slowdown and a loom-
ing recession as central banks
raise interest rates to fight infla-
tion,” he added further.

Vodafone signs sales
partnership agreemernnt
with Al Huthaifa Group

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Vodafone in Oman
has joined hands with Al Huthaifa
Group, a homegrown company of-
fering competitive business solu-
tions in technology, recruitment
and talent acquisition, to drive
its sales strategy and achieve its
growth goals.

Believing in the joint power of
humans and technology, Vodafone
has been enabling SMEs, building
capacities and helping businesses
in Oman scale-up, up by leveraging
its international expertise, data-
driven knowledge and market-
leading best practices across all
operational touchpoints.

The long-term partnership with
Al Huthaifa Group will create 150
job opportunities for nationals
across the country, offering some
of Oman’s budding talents a step-
ping stone into successful sales
and marketing careers.

To date, over 80 Omanis have
been enrolled on the prerequisite
training which aims to enhance
candidate sales skills, negotiation
techniques, and overall knowledge
and experience of all things Voda-
fone including its state-of-the-art
eStore machines.

“We live and breathe our slo-
gan — “Together we can” - because
truly when humans and technol-

ogy come together, anything is
possible. Our partnership with
Al Huthaifa Group is integral to
the retail evolution of the Omani
market as people transition from
the traditional brick and mortar
expectation to a completely digital
experience,” said Fadwa El Kosa-
iry, Head of Sales & Services.

“We have great ambitions for
Vodafone in Oman and are confi-
dent that together with our part-
ners and our ever-growing talent
pool we will continue to bring a
radically different digital proposi-
tion to the country.”

Warda Al Manji, Al Huthaifa
Group Chairperson said, “We are
excited to be working with Voda-
fone in Oman and help realise
their vision for a digital future. For
over a decade, we have been build-
ing our capabilities and expertise
offering corporate clients a wide
spectrum of business solutions,
carefully tailored to not only fit
their needs but also seamlessly in-
tegrate into their operations.”

Since its inception, Vodafone
has been identifying and work-
ing with market pioneers to bring
value-add services and benefits to
its customers. To date, its partner-
ships have generated direct and
indirect jobs in the fields of e-ser-
vices, sales and marketing, IT and
cybersecurity to name but a few.
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Port of Dugm presents business
opportunities for oil, gas sector

The Port of Dugm is
currently supporting
the oil and gas
industry, serving both
the upstream and
downstream sectors

MUSCAT: Port of Dugm Compa-
ny (PODC), in collaboration with
Oman Society for Petroleum Ser-
vices (Opal) and Oman logistics As-
sociation (OLA) organised a forum
on ‘Business Opportunities at Port
of Dugm’, which attracted oil and
gas companies operating in Oman.
The forum aimed at encourag-
ing business collaboration with
Port of Dugm, where a large num-
ber of professionals from the oil

and gas sector joined forum.

The Port of Dugm is currently
supporting the oil and gas indus-
try, serving both the upstream
and downstream sectors. Further
growth in cargo volumes is expect-

ed as downstream petrochemi-
cal projects developed in Dugm.
Eventually, the Port of Dugm will
essentially be serving Al Wusta
Governorate particularly, which is
rich in oil and gas.

Otaxi service launched in Sezad

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Otaxi, one of Oman
Technology Fund’s investments,
announced providing its public
transport service in the Special
Economic Zone at Dugm (Sezad).
This service is aimed to keep pace
with the ongoing commercial and
development growth that is wit-
nessed in the zone.

Eng. Harith bin Khamis Al
Magbali, CEO of Otaxi, stated,
“The service was launched in the
Special Economic Zone at Dugm,
and the taxi order platform has
been installed at Dugm Airport.
This will facilitate the service for
Dugm visitors who can use this
fast delivery service. Else, visitors
can also use this reliable service
via the Otaxi mobile app at an af-
fordable price.”

Eng. Harith urged visitors and
residents at Dugm to experience
the Otxiservice in the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Dugm and express
their opinions and observations
on the service, which will be seri-
ously taken into consideration.
This serves to lift and improve
the taxi and transport service in
the Sultanate of Oman to meet
the public’s aspirations. The com-
pany’s channels on social media
platforms, mobile applications or
through the 24-hour call centre
mark the focal point for receiving

feedback and comments.

On the other hand, Eng. Ahmed
bin Ali Akaak, Acting CEO of the
Special Economic Zone at Dugm,
commended the Otaxi’s cooperation
to provide its services in the zone,
which in turn will provide an ad-
ditional advantage for arrivals, visi-
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tors and tourists to the zone through
Dugm Airport, which is witnessing a
growing and rapid economic move-
ment where there is a need to move
in easily and flexibility. Moreover,
the service will also contribute to
creating job opportunities for taxi
owners in Dugm.

WE ARE
ENTERPRISING,

Speaking on the occasion, Reggy
Vermeulen, CEO of Port of Dugm,
pointed out, “The Port of Dugm is
rapidly becoming a new commer-
cial gateway, thanks to its strategic
location. While unlocking its full

potential to further grow its activi-
ties, the Port is opening up great
prospects for cooperation, creat-
ing business opportunities in the
oil and gas sector. It is standing as
aportofcall and ahub of economic
activity for key corporates and oil
and gas players.”

“The port is, further, facilitating
the import of raw materials and
re-export of goods. Capitalising
on its existing infrastructure and
abundant land area, the port offers
opportunities to accommodate
storage and distribution facili-
ties for oil and gas cargo logistics.
This is based on the rise of cargo
operations, which we are currently
servicing while intending to offer
space leasing for cargo too.

“It is the clear vision of the Port
of Dugm to become the region’s
most preferred multi-purpose
port, and the entire marketing
strategy is built around that. In
view of that, all major shipping
lines like Maersk, CMA CGM,
MSC, Hapag Lloyd, Evergreen
have acknowledged Dugm as the

end destination for their contain-
ers, and containerized cargo is be-
ing shipped to and from Dugm ac-
cordingly,” the CEO added.

On the other hand, Abdul Rah-
man Al Yahyaei, CEO of Opal, said,
“The Special Economic Zone at
Duagm is offering several invest-
ment opportunities and I've wit-
nessed incredible growth and
development in the recent past.
Oman is taking a serious aspira-
tion for the establishment of at-
tractive projects in Dugm while
the infrastructure is being up-
scaled almost on daily basis.”

Such business forums undoubt-
edly bring fruitful outcomes and
benefits for all participants, in-
cluding corporates and individuals
alike. Further, the attendees were
familiarised with the key achieve-
ments of Port of Dugm, and the
future promising plans and strat-
egies for its development. In due
course, they have commended the
Port of Dugm’s taking the lead in
organising such an enlightening
economic forum. -ona

First-ever Industrial Safety Manifesto to be unveiled

ABU DHABI: Launched as a

partnership with the United Na-

tions Industrial Development

Organization (UNIDO), Lloyd’s
Register Foundation and the
Global Manufacturing and In-
dustrialisation Summit (GMIS),
in collaboration with Cambridge
University’s Cambridge Industri-
al Innovation Policy (CIIP), Glob-

al Initiative for Industrial Safety
(GIFIS) has brought together

industry leaders from across the

world to develop the first-ever

Industrial Safety Manifesto, rep-

resenting a multi-disciplinary
consensus on pioneering a safer
world through the safe adoption

of'technology.
Set to be launched at the in-

augural US edition of the Global

Manufacturing and Industrialisa-

tion Summit (GMIS America) on
September 29, 2022, in the city of
Pittsburgh, the Industrial Safety
Manifesto offers a blueprint for
industry, government, and civil

society to solve the global indus-
trial safety challenge. The Inter-
national Labour

three million deaths each year are
directly attributed to inadequate
safety measures and hazardous
work environments, with - ac-
cording to UNIDO - a loss of 3.9
per cent of worldwide GDP.

In a collaboration between

UNIDO, Lloyd’s Register Foun-

Organisation
estimates that, globally, around

dation, and the Global Manu-
facturing and Industrialisation
Summit, the Industrial Safety
Manifesto will set out guiding
principles for the safe adoption
of new technologies and the rapid
deployment of technology-ena-
bled safety solutions.

The Global Initiative for In-
dustrial Safety hosted two vir-
tual workshops with key indus-
try stakeholders to identify and
prioritise the principles under-
pinning the manifesto. The first
workshop on September 6 was at-
tended by more than 20 industry
experts, predominantly from the
private sector, while the second
workshop on September 22 was
hosted by UNIDO.

Bernardo Calzadilla-Sarm-
iento, Director, Division of Fair
Production, Sustainability Stand-
ards and Trade, UNIDO, said:

“Industrial safety gaps can cause
significant hazards, both on a hu-
man and financial level, and in
the ever-changing landscape in
which we operate, there is an es-
sential need for the policy solu-
tions proposed by the Industrial
Safety Manifesto.”

“As industries adopt new
technologies, new safety risks
are emerging: robots interact-
ing with humans can lead to new
types of accidents; industrial
processes connected to the inter-
net are more vulnerable to cyber-
attacks; and continuous worker
supervision can lead to negative
stress-related health impacts.
However, while technology in-
volves new challenges, it is also
enabling new solutions. We hope
to be able to harness these in re-
alising a vision of a safer world
enabled by technology.” -wam

Clean energy economy 1s gaining ground

PARIS: Despite encouraging signs
of progress across anumber of sec-
tors, stronger efforts are needed to
bring the world on track to reach
net zero emissions by mid-century,
according to the IEA’s latest ap-
praisal of global progress on clean

energy technologies.

The annual Tracking Clean En-
ergy Progress (TCEP) update as-
sesses 55 components of the ener-
gy system - sectors, technologies,
infrastructures and cross-cutting
CO2 mitigation strategies — and
evaluates their progress in 2021
towards reaching key medium-
term milestones by the end of this
decade that are set outin the IEA’s
pathway to Net Zero Emissions by
2050. The TCEP analysis is avail-
able as a comprehensive online

resource on the IEA’s website.

Recent technology develop-
ments and policy actions sug-
gest momentum is accelerating
in some important regions and
sectors. Initial estimates point to
2022 being a record year for re-
newable electricity capacity ad-
ditions, with an increase of about
340 gigawatts, roughly equal to
the entire installed power capac-

ity of Japan.

China accounts for about half of
those additions. This year is also
expected to see another all-time
high for electric vehicle sales, lift-
ing them to 13 per cent of total

light duty vehicle sales globally.

The pipelines for both hydro-
gen projects and carbon capture
and storage facilities continue to
expand, and last year saw record

sales of heat pumps.

Avpilot projectlast year used hy-
drogen to produce fully fossil-free
steel, and the first commercial
production of sodium-ion batter-
ies without lithium is set to start
nextyear.

“There are more signs than ever
that the new global energy econ-
omy is advancing strongly,” said
IEA Executive Director Fatih Bi-
rol. “This reaffirms my belief that
today’s global energy crisis can be
a turning point towards a cleaner,
more affordable and more secure
energy system. But this new IEA
analysis shows the need for great-
er and sustained efforts across a
range of technologies and sectors
to ensure the world can meet its
energy and climate goals.”

On the policy front, the United
States’ historic Inflation Reduc-
tion Act - enacted in August -
provides $370 billion in energy
security and climate change in-
vestments, giving aboost to a huge
array of clean energy technolo-
gies, from solar, wind and electric
vehicles to carbon capture and
hydrogen. Meanwhile, with its
REPowerEU plan, the European
Union is raising its renewables
and energy efficiency targets and
putting significant resources be-
hind achieving them.

Governments are also spend-
ing more on clean energy research
and development, which could
reach $35 billion in 2022, while
venture capital investments in

clean energy start-ups reached
an all-time high in 2021. Gov-
ernments are supporting major
R&D and demonstration projects
through measures such as the US
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
the EU Innovation Fund, Japan’s
Green Innovation Fund and Chi-
na’s 14th Five-Year Plan, with an
increasing focus on heavy indus-
try, hydrogen, and carbon capture.

Despite these positive signs,
this year’s TCEP, which evaluates
the state-of-play in 2021, found
that only two components - elec-
tric vehicles and lighting - were
fully on track for their 2030 mile-
stones in the IEA’s Net Zero by
2050 Scenario, the same two as
the previous year. -wam
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Watching TV

with your child

might help in their
brain development

Weak narrative, fast pace editing, and complex stimuli can
make it difficult for a child to extract or generalise informa-

tion. But when screen content is appropriate for a child's
age, it’s likely to have a positive effect, particularly when it’s
designed o encourage interaction

recent study
published in
Frontiers in Psy-
hology investi-
gated the influence of pas-
sive screen use on a young
child’s cognitive develop-
ment. It discovered that
screen exposure — wheth-
er from a TV or a mobile
device — might be benefi-
cial depending on the con-
text in which it’s viewed.
Researchers from the
University of Portsmouth
and Paris Nanterre Uni-
versity, France, analysed
478 studies published
in the past two decades.
Their findings found ex-
posure to television early
on may be detrimental to
play, language develop-
ment and executive func-

tioning, particularly for
young infants.

Dr Eszter Somogyi
from the Department of
Psychology at the Univer-
sity of Portsmouth said:
“We’re used to hearing
that screen exposure is
bad for a child and can do
serious damage to their
development if it’s not
limited to say less than an
hour a day. While it can
be harmful, our study sug-
gests the focus should be
on the quality or context of
what a child is watching,
not the quantity.

“Weak narrative, fast
pace editing, and complex
stimuli can make it diffi-
cult for a child to extract
or generalise information.
But when screen content

is appropriate for a child’s
age, it’s likely to have a
positive effect, particu-
larly when it’s designed to
encourage interaction.”

Studies also show
screen time is more ben-
eficial to a child if a parent
or adult is present, as they
can engage with them and
ask questions.

“Families differ a lot
in their attitudes toward
and the use of media”, ex-
plained Dr Somogyi.

“These differences in
the viewing context play
an important role in deter-
mining the strength and
nature of TV’s impact on
children’s cognitive devel-
opment. Watching televi-
sion with your child and
elaborating and comment-

ing on what is viewed can
help enhance their under-
standing of the content,
reinforcing their learning
during educational pro-
grams.

“Coviewing can also
contribute to the develop-
ment of their conversa-
tion skills and provides
children with a role model
for appropriate television
viewing behaviour.”

While the right type
of content can do more
good than harm, the
study warns watching TV
shouldn’t replace other
learning activities, such
as socialising. Instead, it is
imperative to inform car-
egivers of children young-
er than 3 about the risks
associated with prolonged

exposure to screen view-
ing in the wrong context.

The authors recom-
mend reinforcing contexts
that promote learning,
such as viewing chosen
age-adapted content, view-
ing with adult supervision,
and not having a second
device or TV screen on in
the background.

Dr Bahia Guellai, from
the Department of Psy-
chology at Paris Nanterre
University, added: “The
important ‘take home mes-
sage’ here is that caregiv-
ers should keep in mind
new technologies. Tel-
evision or smartphones
should be used as potential
tools to compliment some
social interactions with
their young children but

not to replace it.

“I think the most im-
portant challenge of our
societies for future gen-
erations is to make adults
and young people aware
of the risk of an unconsid-
ered or inappropriate use
of screen-use. This will
help in preventing situ-
ations in which screens
are used as the new type
of child-minding, as it has
been during the pandemic
lockdowns in different
countries.

“I am optimistic with
the concept of finding an
equilibrium between the
rapid spread of new tech-
nological tools and the
preservation of the beauti-
ful nature of human rela-
tionships.” -an
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Middle East’s ancient
monuments are the most
endangered on Earth

THANKS to climate change,
the Middle East is getting hotter
faster than any other part of the
world. This means the region’s
pyramids, castles, churches and
other heritage sites are more at
risk than any others.

At one time, it was the largest
city in the world, thought to be
home to the hanging gardens of
Babylon, one of the seven wonders
of'the world, as well as the legend-
ary Tower of Babel.

But today, the ancient city of
Babylon in what is now south-
ern Iraq is falling apart. The city
originally founded around 4,300
years ago is a mix of modern and
ancient. Now, reconstructed plas-
ter facades, built to replicate the
historical originals, are falling off
walls and some buildings, once
popular with tourists, have be-
come too dangerous to enter.

“Years of groundwater seeping
up and then very, very dry sum-
mers are causing buildings to col-
lapse,” explained Eleanor Robson,
professor of Ancient Middle East-
ern History at University College
London (UCL), who’s been visit-
ing Iraq’s heritage sites several
times a year for the past decade.
“I spent a day last May walking
around with Ammar al-Taee and
his team [from the World Monu-
ments Fund in Iraq] and it was
so distressing,” she continued.
“They’re just watching the place
collapsing before their eyes.”

The ancient Iraqi city, a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site since
2019, is not the only such site in
the region to be feeling the in-
creasing effects of climate change.

Sandstorms, fire, flooding
In Egypt, stones in historical
structures are changing color and
cracking due to high temperatures
and humidity. More frequent
wildfires, dust and sand storms,
air pollution, increased salinity in
the soil and sea level rises threat-
en other historical sites there.

In Jordan, there is concern that
parts of Petra — a city around
2,300 years old, with intricate
buildings constructed into the cliff
side — are endangered by the po-
tential for increasing landslides.

In eastern Yemen, heavy rain
is damaging the famed mud brick
constructions in Wadi Hadramawt
and flash floods, more common in
the country now, are also washing
mud brick buildings away.

And in Libya, the ancient, oasis
town of Ghadames is endangered
because its main water source
has dried up. Local vegetation
has died off and residents have

e
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left. Heritage sites on coastlines
right around the region are at risk
because of rising sea levels and
flooding.

This month, a paper published
by a team of researchers from the
Max Planck Institute for Chemis-
tryin Germany and the Cyprus In-
stitute seemed to predict that even
worse was to come. The paper
concluded that the Middle East
and the eastern Mediterranean
region was “warming almost two
times faster than the global aver-
age, and more rapidly than other
inhabited parts of the world.”

This means that castles, forts,
pyramids and other ancient
sites in this part of the world are
in more danger than ever from
changes in the environment.

Most at risk

As the International Council on
Monuments and Sites has said,
“climate change has become
one of the most significant and
fastest growing threats to peo-
ple and their cultural heritage
worldwide.”

“And there is no doubt that
Middle Eastern cultural herit-
age is at more risk than that in
places like Europe,” said Nikolas
Bakirtzis, an associate professor
specialized in archaeology and
cultural heritage at the Cyprus
Institute.

First, heritage sites in the Mid-
dle East are at more risk than oth-
ers because the region is getting
hotter, faster, he said. Secondly,
they’re at more risk because many
of the countries in the region have
other concerns that may take
precedence over preservation, in-
cluding economic or political cri-
ses, and even war.

“Everybody is aware that this is
a challenge but not everybody can
afford to have this as a priority,” he
explained. Climate change obvi-
ously also affects European herit-
age sites but Europe is in a far bet-
ter position to manage it, he noted.

Countries such as Egypt, Jor-

Everybody is aware that
this is a challenge but
not everybody can afford
fo have this as a priority.
Climate change obviously
also affects European
heritage sites but Europe
is in a far better position
fo manage it

dan and the Gulf states have been
making progress on better manag-
ing their heritage sites in the face
of climate change. But other na-
tions in the region have not been
able to do as much.

Often, there are government or-
ganizations set up to manage her-
itage sites, UCL's Robson added.
For example, Iraq has its State
Board of Antiquities and Heritage.
“But they are desperately under-
resourced, under-equipped and
under-trained because of sanc-
tions and the aftermath of the last
20 years in Iraq,” she said. “Mean-
while, the physical needs of the
sites are becoming more acute
which makes them much more ex-
pensive to maintain.”

“Awareness of this issue — the
need to protect heritage sites
from climate change — is only just
in its infancy,” said Ibrahem Badr,
a professor at the Faculty of Ar-
chaeology at Egypt’s Misr Univer-
sity for Science and Technology,
just out of central Cairo. “Some
studies have been carried out but
that hasn’t amounted to taking

many measures on the ground.

Unfortunately, most countries
in the Middle East are not ready
to deal with this issue and this is
having a negative impact on ar-
chaeological sites.”

Social networks

vital for survival

Finally, and possibly most im-
portantly, the experts argued
that climate change was having
an increasingly negative impact
on the communities around the
heritage sites.

“It’s not just an ancient temple
or an archaeological site sitting
there by itself,” Bakirtzis said. “It’s
also about the communities that
are sustaining its use and expe-
rience as well as the meaning of
these sites.”

Climate change will cause peo-
ple to migrate when their living
conditions become untenable,
he explained, and besides having
nobody to take care of the places,
their cultural meaning will also
gradually fade away.

He pointed to some of the early

Christian sites in Irag. At many
of them, the local Christian com-
munities had left because of war,
attacks by the extremist group
known as the Islamic State and
the changing environment. “Now
there’s nobody there to visit or
even care a little bit about the
site, so they’re just turning into
ruins,” the Cyprus-based aca-
demic noted.

More looting
Another issue that might arise is
that when locals become desper-
ate, they may startlooking for arti-
facts that can be sold or smuggled.

“When people can no longer
support themselves from the land
because of desertification and
high temperatures, we are likely
to see a resurgence of archaeo-
logical looting, both professional
and subsistence looting,” Robson
explained. She recalled this hap-
pening after the 2003 US invasion
of Iraq.

All of this is why more and bet-
ter efforts should be made to man-
age the impact of climate change

on Middle Eastern cultural herit-
age, the experts all agreed.

“In hard-nosed, archaeological
terms, you might say [about Baby-
lon] that it’s just another site col-
lapse, the same thing that’s hap-
pened several times over the past
5,000 years,” Robson said. “And
future archaeologists can just
come and dig it up again.”

But it’s about far more than that
for the locals, she explained.

For example, Iraqis may argue
about a lot of things but one of
the topics that unites them and
makes them proud is their coun-
try’s history as “the cradle of
civilization,” the site of ancient
Mesopotamia where the first
writing, agricultural practice
and cities were created.

“We have a personal relation-
ship with heritage. It’s literally
an inheritance that informs that
sense of who we are, what our
role in the world and in our com-
munity is,” Robson concluded.
“It brings a sense of cohesion
and is fundamental to our sense
of'identity.” -ow
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The Oman Sailing
Festival will offer
free Try Sailing, Para
Sailing, Windsurfing
and Kite Surfing

sessions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Sail has an-
nounced the launch of the Oman
Sailing Festival 2022, a nation-
wide initiative to introduce
communities across the country
to the sport. The Oman Sailing
Festival will offer free Try Sail-
ing, Para Sailing, Windsurfing
and Kite Surfing sessions under
the supervision of Oman Sail’s
coaches, along with SME en-
gagement and beach clean-up
events to help conserve the local
environment and keep the seas
clear of litter and other items
damaging to marine life.

The Oman Sailing Festival will
begin on 4-9 October in Sohar,
and then visit Mussanah from
11-14 October, Sur Al Hadeed in
Seeb from 19-22 October, Dugm
from 1-6 November and Salalah
from 6-12 November. The Oman
Sailing Festival will then contin-
ue in Mussanah from 23-26 No-
vember, Sur from 27 November
to 4 December, Al Mouj Muscat
from 7-11 December, and con-
cluding in Musandam from 17-25
December 2022.

Three high profile sailing com-
petitions will also be staged dur-
ing the festival, focusing the at-
tentions of the sailing community

firmly on Oman.

The first event of the season
will be the Arab Sailing Champi-
onships at the Barcelé6 Mussanah
Resort from 11-15 October 2022.
Fifty sailors from 14 countries
across the region will compete in
Optimist, ILCA 4, ILCA 6, ILCA
7, RS:X and iQFOiL windsurf-
ing and RS Venture para sailing.
Sailors will be visiting from Bah-
rain, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait,
Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia and
the UAE for the first Arab Sailing
Championships since 2019.

The Barcelé Mussanah Re-
sort will also host the RS Ven-

ture Connect World Champion-
ships, the first exclusively Para
Sailing championship to be
staged in Oman.

Taking place from Sunday
20 November until Sunday 27
November, 36 teams from 15
nations, including members of
Oman Sail’s SailFree team, will
compete in the RS Venture boat,
designed specifically for people
with disabilities.

The final event will see a return
to Omani waters for the RC44
Cup. Oman Sail hosted the inaugu-
ral round of the RC44 Cup in 2013
and the final event of the 2014
RC44 Cup and will now host the

OMAN SAIL LAUNGHES THE 2ND
EDITION OF OMAN SAILING FESTIVAL

final round of this year’s campaign.
Nine teams from across Europe
are currently in a close-fought bat-
tle for supremacy at the top of the
leaderboard and the winner will be
crowned at the Al Mouj Marina af-
ter five days of intense racing from
7-11 December 2022.

Dr Khamis Al Jabri, CEO of
Oman Sail, said, “This is an excit-
ing time for sport in Oman and we
are very proud to take a leading
role in sharing the excitement of
sailing, windsurfing and kite sail-
ing with the community. We look
forward to showcasing the poten-
tial of sailing to capture the im-
agination of people across Oman

and reaching the next generation
of sailors. The events will attract
a diverse demographic to our na-
tion, which benefits the national
economy, and offers a glimpse
at the highest level of the sport
which can inspire the local popu-
lation to pursue a new activity,
train and, ultimately, represent
the Sultanate of Oman.”

Dr Al Jabri added, “It is always
a great honour for Oman Sail to
be chosen as hosts for interna-
tional sailing events and be able
to lend our experience to other
organisers as we work together
to continue building Oman’s ex-
cellent reputation in the global
sporting community.”

Each event will incorporate the
need to maintain the natural envi-
ronment and promoting sustain-
ability. Oman Sail will host beach
clean-up events and provide
recycling facilities on site to re-
duce the human impact and raise
awareness of the need to preserve
Oman’s natural resources.

The sailing festival is supported
by OQ, the National Mineral Wa-
ter Company (Tanuf), Barceld
Mussanah Resort, while RC44
is supported by Al Mouj Muscat,
Oman’s premier lifestyle destina-
tion, as host venues.
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Bank Muscat inaugurates Green
Sports fields in Suwaiq and Samail

Bank Muscat’s Green Sports initiative is one

of the leading CSR programmes in Oman,

which provides support to local sports teams

as part of the bank’s efforts to develop sports

infrastructure in Omani sports and provide

green spaces throughout Oman

MUSCAT: In line with the bank’s
commitment to community devel-
opment and promoting Oman as a
sporting nation, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial services provider
inthe Sultanate, continues to hand
over Green Sports fields across the
Sultanate.

Recently, the bank inaugurated
the Al Ghalila Sports and Cultural
Team’s Green Sports field in the
Wilayat of Suwaiq at an event held
under the patronage of Sheikh Sul-
tan bin Mansour Al Ghufaili, the

Wali of Suwaiq, and in the pres-
ence of Abdul Rahman bin Abdul-
lah Al Shezawi, Regional Manager
— South Batinah, Bank Muscat.

The bank also inaugurated a
second new Green Sports field for
the Al Samadi Sports Team at a
function held under the patron-
age of HE Salim bin Ali Al Hakm-
ani, Chairman of the Consumer
Protection Authority, and in the
presence of Taya Eid Bait Sabeea,
Deputy General Manager, Bank
Muscat.
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On this occasion, Taya Eid Bait
Sabeea, Deputy General Manager,
Bank Muscat, said that the bank’s
landmark CSR programme, Green
Sports, was continuing to achieve
great success in creating sustain-
able green spaces across the Sul-
tanate. He congratulated the Al
Samadi Sports Team and their
members for their achievement.
He added that new sports fields are
also being used by local communi-
ties for anumber of activities apart

from sports and pointed out how
these new facilities are helping im-
prove community bonding and the
harnessing of the talents of Omani
youth across the country.

On the occasion of the inaugura-
tion of the Al Ghalila Sports and
Cultural Team’s Green Sports field
in the Wilayat of Suwaiq, Abdul
Rahman bin Abdullah Al Shezawi,
Regional Manager - South Bati-
nah, Bank Muscat expressed his
warm wishes to the team and the

Kerala’s Igraa Multispeciality Hospital
set to extend its services to Oman

MUSCAT: Igraa Multispeciality
Hospital, Calicut, Keralais a chari-
table healthcare initiative by JDT
Orphanage, one of the pioneer or-
phanages in India.

The hospital is now extending
its services to Oman.

VMA Hakkim, Managing Direc-
tor of Al Hakkim Medical Tourism
asserts, “We are bringing Iqraa
Hospital to Oman because of its
low costs, and its dedicated quality
services to the lower income popu-
lation. A major section of Omani
patients travelling abroad cannot

afford the costs of advanced treat-
ments. Iqraais an answer to them.”

The hospital in association with
its Omani representative Al Hakkim
Medical Tourism Co, Muscat is par-
ticipating in the upcoming Oman
Health Expo from September 26 to
28. Expert doctors from the hospi-
tal will give free medical advice and
consultations at the venue.

The hospital is well known for its
charity activities, and for maintain-
ing high-quality medical treatments.

Igraa is most popular for its
Kidney Care centre. It has an ex-

clusive 60000m? kidney treatment
division, with the largest dialysis
unit in the region, performing over
5000 dialyses a month. They have
achieved over 500 kidney trans-
plants, all at highly subsidized costs.
Consultations with Igraa are free.
It can be fixed at Stall No: 1011 at the
Oman Health Expo from 1lam to
7pm from September 26 to 28.
Iqraawas established in 2000, to
deliver advanced healthcare ser-
vices at affordable costs to the poor
and needy. IQRA has 436 inpatient
beds and is NABH accredited.

Toyota offers an opportunity to customers to make
business profitable with its commercial range of vehicles

MUSCAT: Toyota is offering cus-
tomers in Oman, an opportunity
to take their business place with
the dependable and capable com-
mercial range of vehicles. The im-
pressive models include the Land
Cruiser pick-up, Hilux and the all-
new Lite Ace.

The Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-
up’s large wheels and stable foot-
print allow it to offer good control.
Carrying forward the Land Cruis-
er’s proven legacy, the Land Cruis-
er pick-up is built to taken-on any
hurdle with ease. A heady blend
of rugged functionality, dynamic
handling and all-out reliability, the
Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-up is
truly built to last.

The Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-up
is packed with many features that
include an Advanced 7” Navigation
System with DVD Player featuring
AUX, USB and Bluetooth, Stylish
Radiator Grille in addition to Day-
time Running Lights (DRL) and side
protection moulding with chrome
inserts. The Land Cruiser Pick-up is
well-detailed and has Classy Silver
Garnish on AC Vents, Keyless Entry
System, Fog Lamps, Power Win-
dows, Woodgrain Panelling, Wood
Finish Steering Wheel, Chrome
Outer Mirrors with Turn Signals,
Front Bumper Guard and much
more. Land Cruiser pick-up is a
Part-time 4WD with easy switching

between 4WD and 2WD mode - itis
powered by amighty 4.0L, V6, VVT-i
Engine generating 228 HP.

The rugged Hilux is available
with J-Deck. The noteworthy fea-
tures include a 2.7 Litre Petrol
Engine that is available in 5-speed
Manual Transmission and 6-speed
Automatic Transmission, output-
ting 164 HP. The Hilux is not only a
tough vehicle but also an advanced
pick-up with stylish cues hitherto
found only on SUVs. The front of
the Hilux gives a sense that the
vehicle is wider than it is. This is
achieved by the horizontal Bars
that make up the Grille and Sleek
Headlamps that wrap around the

front of the Fenders. The Hilux
sports athick Front Bumper sculpt-
ed like an SUV, Front Foglamps, Al-
loy Wheels, apart from Side Stripes
that adorn the vehicle. The Toyota
Hilux rises above expectations, to
deliver some of the finest on-road
and off-road experiences ever.

The Hilux really is two vehicles
in one: a work truck through the
week and a family vehicle on week-
ends, thanks to added comforts
and safety features. Indeed the Hi-
lux models are stunning in design
and features. Their performance
& safety parameters are amongst
the best and the strong frame and
suspension impart toughness for

The new Toyota LITE ACE has
been designed to maximize loading
capacity in acompact, easy-to-ma-
noeuvre vehicle, while providing a
comfortable driver and passenger
experience. Low steps just 425
mm in height enable smoother
cabin entry, with a roomy foot
area. Moreover, the placement
of the gear shift lever next to the
steering wheel also facilitates
easy access to the front passenger
seat. The cockpit is designed to
provide enhanced operability and
visibility, creating greater con-
venience and peace of mind for the
driver. With a low floor height of
620 mm and a spacious rear door
entrance, the Toyota LITE ACE
makes it easy to load and unload
cargo from the hold. The vehicle
also features large, 815-mm sliding
doors on both sides, enabling us-
ers to load and unload cargo even
in tight spaces. With a maximum
length of 2,075 mm and a height
and width of 1,305 and 1,495 mm,
respectively, the cargo hold is ca-
pable of carrying cardboard boxes,
tall objects, furniture, and other
large cargo. Delivering a dynamic
driving experience, the new Toyo-
ta LITE ACE comes with a 1.5-1tr
four-cylinder engine that gener-
ates a maximum output of 96.5 hp
and 134 nm of torque.

community for completing their
project. He hoped that it would
prove to be an incubator to develop
the skills of the team members and
other affiliates, and called on eve-
ryone in the community to make
the best use of the facilities.

Bank Muscat recently an-
nounced the opening of 4 Green
Sports fields in the governorates
of Al Dakhiliyah and South Al
Batinah and Al Dhahirah. The
projects included greening of foot-

ball pitches and lighting as part of
the well-known CSR programme,
which was launched in 2012. The
bank also recently announced the
20 winners of the programme for
2022, having increased the number
of beneficiary teams annually from
the previous year on the occasion of
the programme’s 10th anniversary.

Bank Muscat’s Green Sports
initiative is one of the leading
CSR programmes in Oman, which
provides support to local sports
teams as part of the bank’s efforts
to develop sports infrastructure in
Omani sports and provide green
spaces throughout the Sultanate
of Oman. The facilities developed
as part of the programme are of-
ten used as a venue for other social
activities by local communities,
leading to stronger social bond-
ing and positive behaviour among
young people as well as the devel-
opment of talented Omani youth.
It is a matter of great encourage-
ment that the Bank Muscat’s
Green Sports programme has so
far benefited 163 teams with over
50,000 team members across the
Sultanate of Oman.

Powerful entry-level
smartphone Huawel
nova Y90 now 1n Oman

MUSCAT: Huawei nova Y90,
taking a great stride forward with
more advanced hardware, bring-
ing young users another chic and
high-tech choice for smartphones.
‘With the trusted, innovative, user-
friendly and secure AppGallery
available on the Huawei nova Y90,
where users can easily navigate,
explore, find and download a wide
range of high-quality apps.

The Huawei nova Y90 brings
a series of impressive features,
including a 6.7-inch Huawei
Edgeless FullView Display for
immersive viewing, enhanced
battery life with alarge 5000mAh
battery and 40W Huawei Super-
Charge solution, as well as an
upgraded 128GB large storage
capacity. Huawei nova Y90 has
also demonstrated upgrades in
terms of imaging capabilities. It
is equipped with a Rear 50MP Al
Triple Camera that supports in-
novative features such as Super
Night Mode, Front/Rear Dual-
view Video, and AI Snapshot,
bringing users an excellent imag-
ing experience.

Huawei nova Y90 - comes in
Emerald Green, Pearl White,
Midnight Black, and Crystal Blue
and is available for pre-order now
in Oman on Huawei’s official
website and at Mall of Oman and
Palace Vendome.

Impressive inside and out with
6.7-inch Huawei Edgeless Full-
View Display

The Huawei nova Y90 is
equipped with a 6.7-inch Huawei
Edgeless FullView Display that
supports up to 90 Hz display re-
fresh rate and 270 Hz touch sam-
pling rate, bringing a smooth and
user-friendly experience whether
for everyday use or gaming. The
screen’s  ultra-narrow  bezels
measure only 1.05mm, the result
of which is an incredibly high
screen-to-body ratio of 94% and
an immersive visual experience.
Additionally, to provide a comfort-
able reading experience, Huawei
nova Y90’s screen supports fea-
tures such as smooth screen dim-
ming control, eye comfort mode,
and e-book mode to further en-
hance users’ viewing experience.

To let users fill up the battery

in a matter of minutes, Huawei
nova Y90 brings the 40W Hua-
wei SuperCharge, which is also
stable and safe. Users can enjoy
2.3 hours of gaming just by charg-
ing the phone for 10 minutes. In
addition, the Huawei nova Y90
inherits the long-lasting battery
life of the Huawei nova Y series,
equipped with a 5000mAh (typi-
cal value) large battery to satisfy
all-day heavy use.

128GB large storage
Thanks to the 128GB large stor-
age of Huawei nova Y90, users
have access to ample storage for
their favourite apps, games or
files for work and study.

50MP AI Triple Camera brings
innovative shooting features to
rock your social media

To let users capture every de-
tail in pictures, Huawei nova
Y90 is equipped with a High-Res
50MP Main Camera. There is
also a 2MP Depth Camera and a
2MP Macro Camera. The smart-
phone possesses excellent night
shooting capabilities thanks to
the powerful performance of its
50MP Main Camera. The Super
Night Mode function captures
night shots that are bright and
clear, delivering higher image
quality with more details cap-
tured. Huawei nova Y90 features
an AI Snapshot function, which
can intelligently analyse the
scene and perceive the amplitude
of moving subjects and objects in
front of the camera in real time.
The advanced algorithm adap-
tively adjusts the shutter speed
and captures fast motion shots
instantly. Furthermore, the Con-
tinuous Front/Rear Recording
for a seamless switch between
the front and rear cameras.
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