TUESDAY OR:10] || ||
A e B o I

HM GREETS PRESIDENT OF KOREAY

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan b ﬂ
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable

of greetings to President Yoon Suk Yeol
of'the Republic of Korea on his country’s
Independence Anniversary.In the cable,
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his
sincere sentiments and best wishes of
good health and happiness to
PresidentYoon Suk Yeol. His Majesty also
wished the people of Korea further progress

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN
GREETS PRESIDENT OF INDIA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to President
Droupadi Murmu of the Republic of India, on
the occasion of her country’s Independence
Anniversary. In his cable, His Majesty the
Sultan wished President Murmu good health
and happiness and the people of India further

and prosperity. — ONA
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For the first time, VAR technology to
be used in 2023-24 Omantel League

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The 2023-24 Om-
antel League, the top-flight do-
mestic football competition in
Oman, will see the introduc-
tion of Video Assistant Referee
(VAR) technology as the Oman
Football Association (OFA) and
Omantel jointly launched the
season at the Omantel headquar-
ters on Monday.

The introduction of VAR
technology will be a huge step in
domestic football as the top-tier
league aims to gain more promi-
nence in the region. The Omantel
League will kick-off with 12 teams
this season on August 17 with
defending champions Al Nahda
taking on Al Shabab in the opener
at the Rustaq Sports Complex.

The launch ceremony was
presided over by Oman Football
Association Chairman Sheikh
Salim Al Wahaibi and Omantel
CEO Sheikh Talal Al Maamari in
the presence of clubs’ representa-
tives and other dignitaries.
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Mohammed Al Yahmadi, OFA
general secretary, unveiled the
major highlights of the upcoming
season. Besides confirming the
introduction of VAR technology
in phases after a trial run. For the
first time, he said that the top six
clubs will receive cash awards.
“We may have the technology in
few games this season and it will
be used only where matches are
telecast live. But from next season
we will be ready to have VAR in all
matches,” said Al Yahmadi.

The Omantel League win-

ner will receive OMR50,000
while the runner-up will get
OMR30,000 and the third-place
team will take home OMR20,000.
The next three teams will receive
OMR15,000, OMR10,000 and
OMR5,000 respectively.

The His Majesty’s Cup winner
will receive OMR25,000 from
the OFA while the runner-up
will get OMR15,000. The top-two
teams of the OFA First Division,
which will also feature 12 teams
will receive OMR20,000 and
OMRI15,000 respectively. >A8

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Oman LNG inks hinding
term-sheet agreement

Oman LNG announced
1the signing of abinding

term-sheet agreement
with SEFE Secure Energy
for Europe (SEFE) to supply
0.4 million metric tonnes per
annum (ntpa) of LNG starting
from 2026. The agreement aims
to enhance the ever-growing
partnership between Oman
LNG and international energy
firms. >A5

India set to celebrate
its Independence Day

Indian PM Narendra
2 Modi will lead the nation

in marking its 77th
Independence Day as the grand
stage is all set for celebrations on
Tuesday at the iconic Red Fort
in the national capital. PM Modi
will hoist the National Flag and
deliver the customary address
to the nation from the ramparts
of the historic monument. >AB6

Treasury hills worth
OMR28.5mn issued

INGREASE IN NUMBER OF PASSENGERS
TRAVELLING THROUGH OMAN AIRPORTS

Muscat International
Airport, the

country’s busiest
airport, reported

a staggering

79.5% increase in
passengers by

the end of May

lE —

The Central Bank of
3 Oman (CBO) raised

OMRZ28.5 million by way
of allotting treasury bills. The
value of the allotted treasury bills
amounted to OMR2.5 million, for
amaturity period of 28 days. The
average accepted price reached
OMR99.660 for every OMR100,
and the minimum accepted
price arrived at OMR99.660 per
OMR100.>B1

MUSCAT: The total number of
passengers travelling through
airports of the Sultanate of Oman
saw a massive growth of 71.5 per-
cent to reach 5.22 million until
the end of May 2023.

Elaborating further in its latest
report of preliminary data by the
National Centre for Statistics and
information (NCSI) said that the
number of passengers through
Oman airports was 3.04 million
during the corresponding period
in 2022.

The report said that Muscat In-
ternational Airport, the country’s
busiest airport, reported a stag-
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gering 79.5% increase and stood
at 4.71 million at the end of May
2023 compared to the same pe-
riod of the previous year. Those
passengers, the NCSI report
said travelled onboard 36,315
flights, constituting an increase
by 65.6 percent.

Meanwhile, the number of pas-
sengers using the Salalah Airport
increased by 32.7 percent to reach

million

‘Was total number of
passengers who travelled
through Oman airports until
the end of May 2023

"
y B |

470,950 in 3,468 flights, with an
increase in the number of flights
amounting to 26.4 percent, com-
pared to the same period in 2022.

The total number of passengers
using the Sohar Airport reached
6,999 passengers on board 110
flights, while the number of
passengers via Dugm Airport
reached 27,546 passengers on 258
flights. - ona

People recount horror of gas explosion in Mabela restaurant

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Shattered glasses,
broken windows and doors, wires
hanging out, huge cracks on walls.
The scene seemed to be straight
out of a war zone when a Times of
Oman scribe visited the gas explo-
sion site in Mabela on Sunday.

People were scared and as they
recounted the horror of the ex-
plosion, one was forced to think
that adequate safety measures
were in place and could the ex-
plosion be avoided.

The massive damage to the res-
taurant told a horrific story and it
was a lucky escape for many as the
official count of injured was 18 fol-
lowing the explosion.

The condition of one remains
critical but a closer look at the
building speaks of an escape of
many lives.

So huge was the explosion that

the impact was felt in a school lo-
cated opposite side of the road.

A Bangladeshi worker at a
nearby private school, who was
an eyewitness, said: “I start my
day around 6 am and the explo-
sion happened around 7:30am. I
heard a loud explosion, which, in
fact, shattered the glasses of the

school windows. It was a terrify-
ing experience and I thank God
that the glasses didn’t hit me. I
couldn’t understand for some time
what had happened until I reached
the school’s door and saw all that
smoke and the restaurant’s em-
ployees asking for help.”

In his remarks to Times of

Oman, one of the owners of the ad-
jacent building near the accident
site, said: “I wasn’t present at the
time of the incident. Like many
others, I too saw the video which
was shared on social media around
9:30am. I didn’t visualise that
the damage could be so extensive
when I came down to see my build-

ing and saw the restaurant. Such
impactful was the explosion that
both the front and rear side of
my building got affected. Luckily
this is a commercial building as a
residential building would have
been disastrous.”

Another shop owner next to the
explosion site said: “Everything

in my shop has been destroyed.
We were lucky that the employ-
ees had not come as the explosion
took place around 7.30am in the
morning. Had there been employ-
ees, human lives could have been

in danger.”
One civilian who lives in the
restaurant neighbourhood ex-

pressed his deep concerns on the
safety measures of the restaurant.
“The explosion happened in a busy
place in Mabela where there are
schools, shops and a lot of people
move around. I dread to think what
would have happened if there were
students in the school and more
people were around. Luckily it was
early morning when commercial
shops did not open. I wonder what
safety measures were in place in
the restaurant. Had there been
proper measures, the gas leak
could have been notified earlier
and the tragedy averted.”
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OMAN SENDS GONDOLENGES TO IRAN OVER ATTAGK ON SHRINE

The Sultanate of Oman has expressed its sincere condolences and sympathy to the Islamic
Republic of Iran on victims of the attack that took place in Shah Cheragh Shrine in Shiraz
on Sunday, wishing the injured a speedy recovery. In a statement issued by the Foreign
Ministry, 0Oman has underscored its permanent stance in denouncing all forms and motives
of terrorism. — ona

RAFO band wins third place
in World Music Competition

PERTH: The Royal Air Force
of Oman (RAFO) music band,
represented by the bagpipes and
drums divisions, won the overall
third place among 40 bands that
took part in 4th stage competi-
tions of the World Music Compe-
tition held in Perth, Scotland.
RAFO band also secured sec-

ond place at the level of drum-
mers, as per the reports of
the competition’s organising
committee.

The 4th stage of the competi-
tion included musical perfor-
mances by bagpipes and drums,
in addition to concerts, infantry
musical compositions scheduled

for the competition, a walking
stick competition and military
marches.

RAFO had also won overall
first place among competitors
from outside the United King-
dom in the second competi-
tion held at Bridge of Allan in
Scotland. — ona
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Rent agreement
registrations rise
in Muttrah

Times News Service

Muscat: Statistics for 2023
shows that in the first half of the
year, 3,323 new rent agreements
were registered in the Wilayat
of Muttrah, in addition to 21,239
contract renewals, revealed Mus-
cat Municipality.

Residential contracts repre-
sented the highest percentage
followed by commercial con-
tracts, compared to the same
period in 2022. Approximately
747 new contracts were regis-
tered and 11,999 contracts were
renewed.

This increase in the registra-
tion of contracts indicates the
awareness efforts exerted by
Muscat Municipality to encour-
age the public to register rent
agreements.

This practice saves the rights
ofboth the parties of the contract,
determines the amount of the fee
and the duration of the contract,
which reduces the emergence of
disputes later between landlords,
investors or tenants.

It is worth mentioning that ar-
ticle (14) of the Muscat Munici-
pality law No. 38/2015, which is
one of the legislative determi-
nants and regulatory frameworks

for rental relationship between
landlords and tenants, as the ar-
ticle states: “Anyone who violates
the provisions of this law and the
regulations and decisions imple-
menting it shall be punished by
a fine not less than OMR50 and
not more than OMR5,000, or im-
prisonment for not less than 24
hours, not more than six months,
or by one of the two penalties.”

For these reasons, Muscat Mu-
nicipality emphasises the need
to register lease contracts with
the competent municipality in
order to preserve their rights
and benefit the parties to the
contract, avoid the penalty/ fine,
and in order to achieve a fair tax
distribution that enhances the
sustainability and development
of services.
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Symposium on Omani
frankincense held

SALALAH: A symposium on
Omani frankincense and cultural
heritage was held at the Sultan Qa-
boos Youth Complex for Culture
and Entertainment in Salalah.

Titled “Frankincense and Cul-
tural Heritage”, the symposium
was organised by a research team
specialised in social life narratives
of frankincense.

The symposium included four
working papers, a visual presen-
tation on associations of Omani

RAQ band
to excel In

GLASGOW: The band of the Roy-
al Army of Oman (RAO) continues
to achieve advanced results in the
world music competition current-
ly being held in Scotland.

RAO band excelled in the second
stage of the competition that qual-
ifies to the final event, scheduled to
take place in Glasgow, Scotland.

The second stage of the compe-
tition included the third and the
fourth contests. In the third con-
test, held in North Berwick, RAO
band won second place, among 37
international bands, in playing dif-
ferent musical instruments. Staff
Sergeant Mohammed Khamis Al
Amiri won second place in a baton
bearer event.

frankincense with social life and
ancient civilizations.

On the sidelines of the sympo-
sium, the organisers held an ex-
hibition featuring a collection of
paintings, types of frankincense
and traditional tools used in the
extraction of frankincense.

The opening ceremony was held
under the auspices of Dr. Abdullah
Ali Al Amri, Chairman of the Envi-
ronment Authority.

— ONA

continues
Scotland

In the fourth competition of
the second stage, held in Perth,
the RAO band won second place,
among 50 world bands, in musical
instruments’ playing competition.
This time, Staff Sergeant Al Amiri
won first place in a leading event.
— ONA

INDEPENDENGE DAY GELEBRATED AT PAKISTAN SCHOOL MUSGAT

Pakistan School Muscat celebrated the 76th Independence Day of Pakistan with great zeal and fervour. Students expressed
their passion and excitement by wearing various traditional dresses, singing the national songs and presenting tableaues. A
large number of students, parents, dignitaries and community members attended the flag hoisting ceremony. The chief guest
of the ceremony, Ambassador of Pakistan to the Sultanate of Oman, Imran Ali Chaudhry hoisted the flag along with the guest
of honour Syed Talat Hussain, the Chairman Board of Directors, members BoDs and other dignitaries, addressed the audience
and highlighted the significance of Independence Day. — supplied picture
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Students honoured for educational excellence

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Students who got 99

percent in the basic subjects of

the general education diploma
were honoured by Mohammed
Suleiman Al-Kindi, the Governor
of North Al-Batinah on Monday.
The students from different
schools in North Al-Batinah were
honoured in a ceremony attended
by a number of honourable Walis
of North Al-Batinah, public and
private bodies’ officials, students’
parents and families and the edu-
cational family of the governorate.
The ceremony included vari-
ous segments and started with a
speech by Mohammed Suleiman
Al-Kindi, the Governor of North
Al-Batinah. He emphasised that
this ceremony is big motivation

for students to keep up their bril-
liant efforts and consistency for
acquiring knowledge to get on the
stages of excellence which require
very hard work and responsibil-
ity by the students, families, and
schools.

He further said that this cer-
emony and honours are a well-de-
served outcome of the efforts and

Programmes and initiatives taken to
stimulate startups’ system discussed

MUSCAT: Halima Rashid Al
Zar’ee, Chairperson of the Author-
ity for Small and Medium Enter-
prises Development (ASMED)
on Monday held a meeting with a
delegation from Startup Genome
on strategic goals that ASMED
seeks to achieve through the de-
velopment of startups whose busi-
ness is based on technology and
innovation.

It also discussed efforts, pro-
grammes and initiatives under-
taken by government and private
establishments in Oman to stimu-
late the startups’ system.

The meeting underscored the
significance of getting Oman-
based startups included in the in-
ternational startups’ report, which
offers an opportunity to raise the
competitiveness of the nascent
firms, enhance their international
status and promote their attrac-
tiveness by helping them keep
pace with global trends.

Startup Genome provides anal-
yses on policies and programmes
that contribute to maximizing
economic growth in the startup
sector. The international firm de-

veloped more than 145 startup
systems in more than 50 countries
around the world.

Recently, Startup Genome re-
leased areport on the performance
of the startup systems around the
world. In the report, Oman ranked
among the top 10 countries in

the Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA) in areas of attractive
markets for talent and abundance
of venture capital financing.

Oman also figured among the
top 15 countries that excelled in
the rapid development and perfor-
mance of the startup systems.

The total market value of Omani
startups exceeds $300 million, ac-
cording to areport issued by Start-
up Genome.

Moreover, Startup Genome is
an international innovation policy
advisory and aresearch firm.

— ONA
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consistency shown by each hard-
working citizen of this country in
general and especially of North
Al-Batinah.

Students will go to the nextlevel
of their journey by acquiring spe-
cialised knowledge and sciences
in which they are required to keep
up their hard work and persis-
tence to achieve more excellence

and distinction in different fields
and to be on various national and
international stages of honours.

He also emphasised the role of
the Ministry of Education in pro-
viding the required care and in-
gredients of a perfect educational
environment for students to take
education quality to the nextlevel.

During the ceremony audience
witnessed a visual show about the
most important advice for stu-
dents after the general education
diploma and the best specialised
jobs of the future in North Al-
Batinah Governorate.

This goes in line with the gover-
norate’s needs in crucial sectors,
especially the logistic and indus-
trial sectors that keep up with the
future projects of the Sultanate of
Oman and Oman Vision 2040.

Indian School Muscat
principal resigns

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Indian School Mus-
cat Principal, Dr Rajeev Ku-
mar Chauhan has resigned
from his post.

One of the largest co-educa-
tional institutions in the Gulf
with over 9000 students, Indian
School Muscat, started its jour-
ney in 1975 with 135 children.

In a farewell note, Dr Rajeev
Kumar Chauhan said that he is
preparing to embark on a new
journey and will return to his
hometown after serving more
than 6.5 wonderful years in
Oman. “I wanted to take a mo-
ment to express my heartfelt
gratitude to each and every one of
you. The time I've spent here has
been enriched by the relation-
ships I've formed and the support
T've received from friends and
well-wishers like you. Your en-
couragement, camaraderie, and
warm gestures have truly made
my stay in Oman a memorable
and rewarding experience.”

He also said, “Together, we've
navigated challenges, celebrated
achievements, and created a vi-

brant community that values
education, growth, and together-
ness. The memories we've shared
will always hold a special place in
my heart.

“As I transition to this new
chapter, please know that the
friendships we've forged will
continue to be cherished. While
the physical distance may sepa-
rate us, the connections we've
established will remain strong. I
want to express my deepest ap-
preciation for your kindness,
support, and positivity which
have enriched my time in Oman.
As I return to my hometown, I
carry with me the fond memo-
ries of our interactions and the
knowledge that the bonds we've
formed will endure,” he said.

‘Turtle Commandos’ programme in Oman steps into third phase

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The ‘Turtle Comman-
dos’ programme for the protec-
tion, control and monitoring of sea
turtles, which is supervised by the
Environment Authority, contin-
ues its third phase with the partic-
ipation of local and international
volunteers.

Its activities will continue until
the end of December.

Sea turtle reserves

Manar bint Abdullah Al Riyami,
head of the “Turtle Commando”
programme, said that the idea
came about due to the unorgan-
ised increase in the number of
visitors in sea turtle reserves,
which caused inconvenience to

the turtles and a decrease in their
numbers.” “The solution was to
use volunteers to support and ac-
tivate the role of oversight, devel-
op environmental responsibility,
encourage visitors and activate
their roles to protect the marine
environment,” she said

Al Riyami further added that the
programme aims to enhance com-
munity members’ awareness of
the importance of sea turtles, en-
courage young people to volunteer
in the environment, and clean the
beaches where turtles nest from
plastic and fishing waste.

In addition to working to find
solutions to a number of challeng-
es and problems faced by these
turtles through environmental
projects that contribute to the

process of reproduction and the
preservation of the environment.

Three sites

Al Riyami pointed out that the
activities of the programme in
its third edition began in June
through three sites: the Turtle Re-
serve in Ras Al Hadd, Masirah Is-
land, and Daymaniyat Island.

The programme focuses on
attracting volunteers from in-
side and outside the Sultanate of
Oman to experience turtle obser-
vation and educate them on the
importance of taking responsi-
bility for protecting the marine
environment.

The head of the ‘Turtle Com-
mandos’ programme explained
that the most prominent chal-

lenges facing sea turtle reserves
before the implementation of this
programme are the presence of hu-
man disturbances in nesting sites
without adhering to the laws, and
the use of artificial lighting that af-
fects the direction of young turtles
to the sea.

Sabotaging turtle nests

In addition to sabotaging turtle
nests, whether by driving on them
with cars or digging up nests, plas-
tic pollution, oil or chemical leaks,
as well as population encroach-
ment on turtle nesting sites or con-
struction in nesting sites.

The programme was launched
in 2021, and its tasks are to moni-
tor, protect and work on the envi-
ronmental conservation of turtles.
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Oman LNG inks binding
term-sheet agreement
with German company

The agreement
isbased ona
4-year contract,
starting in 2026.
Signing term-sheet
agreements beyond
2024 emphasises
Oman LNG’s role

in sustaining the
Sultanate of Oman’s
reputation as a
reliable and trusted

LNG supplier

MUSCAT: Oman LNG an-
nounced the signing of a bind-
ing term-sheet agreement with
SEFE Secure Energy for Europe
(SEFE) to supply 0.4 million met-
ric tonnes per annum (mtpa) of
liquefied natural gas (LNG) start-
ing from 2026.

The agreement aims to en-
hance the ever-growing partner-
ship between Oman LNG and
international energy firms, where

SEFE has become the latest ben-
eficiary of Omani LNG marking
the first LNG term deal with a
German firm. The move is con-
sidered a remarkable milestone
for both countries, thus opening
doors for new opportunities in the
European markets.

The signed term-sheet agree-
ment encapsulates supplying a
total volume of 0.4 million metric
tonne per annum of LNG from
Oman LNG to SEFE.

The agreement is based on a
4-year contract, starting in 2026.
Signing term-sheet agreements
beyond 2024 emphasises Oman
LNG’s role in sustaining the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s reputation as a
reliable and trusted LNG supplier,
coupled with the effective man-
agement of business processes to
produce reliable energy, and de-
liver it to customers around the
world safely.

The agreement signing ceremo-

'Two persons arrested for trying
to smuggle drugs into Muscat

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Two persons were ar-
rested for attempting to smuggle a
large quantity of crystal drug into
the Sultanate of Oman, said the
Royal Oman Police (ROP).

The Royal Oman Police said
in a statement: “The Coast
Guard Police Command boats

managed to arrest two infil-
trators of Asian nationality on
board a boat before they could
land at the Al-Khairan beach
in the Wilayat of Muscat. A
large quantity of crystal drug
was seized from their posses-
sion. The legal procedures are
being completed against the
accused.”

ny was held under the auspices of
Eng. Salim Nasser al Aufi, Minis-
ter of Energy and Minerals. The
agreement was signed by Hamed
Al Naamany, CEO of Oman LNG,
and Frederic Barnaud, Chief
Commercial Officer of SEFE.

Mahmoud Abdulsatar Al Bal-
ushi, Chief Commercial Officer of
Oman LNG, said, “The term-sheet
signing with SEFE marks anoth-
er milestone. Going further, the
agreement leverages our constant
efforts to add value to Oman’s
economy through growth and
collaborations.”

Egbert Laege, CEO of SEFE
said, “We are delighted to an-
nounce the historic contract sign-
ing between SEFE and Oman
LNG, marking a significant mile-
stone for both entities. As pio-
neers among German companies
to embark on this partnership,
SEFE is proud to lead the way to-
wards enhanced collaboration.”

— ONA
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JOB OPENING

A leading Firefighting company in the world is looking for
qualified professionals for the following openings

SALES ENGINEER

oBachelors degree in Engineering
with 3 years exparence in related
fictd and having vakd Omani Driving
Licensea

MAINTENANCE SALES
ENGINEER

eBachelors degree in Enginesanng
with 3 yaars exparence In related
field and having valid Omani Driving
Licansa

PROJECT ENGINEER

#Bachelor’s degree in Engineering
with 3 years expariance in retated
figkd and having valid Omani
Driving License. Undarstanding of
regulatory fire codes and indusiry
standands, project managament
skills; budgating and scheduling.,
Proficiency in project management

TECHHNICAL SALES
SUPPORT

#Bachelor's degree in
EnginesringBusiness
adménistration with

2 Year Exparence.
Excallant communicafion,
interpersonal skills and
compuler proficiency

FIRE FIGHTING / ALARM
TECHHNICIAN

*|T1 Mechanical'Electrical
Diploma with minimum 5
yeans of expanence in fire
protection sysiem installation
and mainienance

STORE KEEPER

eDegrea Graduate with
minimum of 2 years of
exparienca in storekeaping

software

SALES ENGINEER

#Bachelor's degree in
Enginaering with 3 years’
exparienca in redated field
and having vahid Driving
Licensa

OPERATIONS
EXECUTIVE - Mala

eBachelor's degree in
Business Administration
with minimum of 2 years
of experience in sales
managament

or a redated Reld

OMANI STAFF REQUIREMENT

OPERATION EXECUTIVE - Female

oBachelor's degree in Business
Adminkstration with minimum of 2 years
of experience in sales managemsent

ACCOUNTANT

eCommerce Bachelor's dagrea with
5 years” exparence in refated field and
having valid Omani Driving License

DRIVER

eFlaxible characier with Proficiency
in English

Kindly send your updated CV’s with recent

photograph to Jobs.oman@naffco.com

€

,)‘

p
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Ministry of Social Dévelnpment

Tender Announcement

The Internal Tender commitiee of Ministry of Social Development hereby announces the
following tender :-

Tander Document Price
Tender Subject Grade Last date for] Last date [non-retundable)
o obtainment | for tender el and Tocal

Jail, fineupto _ Stiendec |submissiont 'y egum [companies
ODMR5,000 for -/ | comparies
: s it i Mg Ll 6 8 supply and Companies spedalized in the
].].].ega]. Saﬂd mllllIlg ibmma §er Wil Loy 0 00 installation of air | fiekd of supplying electrical,

conditioners for |  mechanical and industrial P 5
Times News Service the Omani |machinery and equipment and X e

272023 3-9-2023

02:00 PM

24-9-2023
10:00 AM

Women's
Associabon
building in the
Wilayal of Madha

|spare parts registered with the

General Secretanat of the
Tendar Board in lhe first,
second, third or fourth degree

REF: OFM -02-2023
SCRAP SELL

Oman Flour Mills SAQG, (OFM) invites specialize vendor to
participate in our tender for the “Scrap sell” as per the scope
of work and specifications

MUSCAT: An imprisonment for
a period not less than ten days
and not exceeding three months
and a fine up to OMR 5,000 will
be charged on anyone for remov-
ing soil and sand from waterways,
beaches and valleys without a
permit from the Environment Au-

General work for
the building of
the Department
of Social

Companies specialized in the
field of building contracting
and registered with the
General Secretanat of the

Sunday
24.9-2023
10:00 AM

Sunday
3-8-2023
02:00 PM

27412023

thority in the Sultanate of Oman. Tender Ref no. OFM -0272023 Development, Tender Board in the second
Tender subject Serap sell Nizwa degres
From waterways, beaches Tender fee RO.200- (refundable)

“The removal of soil and sand
from waterways, beaches and val-
leys without a permit from the
Environment Authority is an ex-
plicit violation of Article No. (21)
of the Environmental Protection
and Pollution Control Law,” En-
vironment Authority said in a
statement.

The Authority added that the
penalty is imprisonment for a pe-
riod of not less than ten days and
not exceeding three months, and a
fine of not less than OMR500 and
not more than OMR5,000, or one
of'the two penalties.

Date for Visit location

Closing date of the tender
Mode of payment of lender fee
For communicabon

15.8.2023 tll 22 8 2023
22.08.2023

By cash = Admin dept

Mr. Shabib Al-Balushi # 98047984

Specialized Companies, registered with the Tender Board may obtain the Tender documents at
theTender Board e-tendering digital portal link (https:/fetendering.tenderboard.gov.om), On
Tuesday 15/8/2023

Therefore, please contact the person to inquire, and submit the offer in
a sealed envelope with the tender Ref no. mentioned, and drop them
at the tender box at Oman Flour Mills Company at Atyab Investment
| Buildng- Recephion

For Inquiry , please contact though the e-tendering website (reg@tenderboard.gov.om)
tel. { 24402200)

“ The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Ministry*
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India set to celebrate
7'7th Independence Day
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Indian PM Modi will
hoist the National
Flag and deliver the
customary address
to the nation from
the ramparts of the

historic monument

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will lead the
nation in marking its 77th Inde-
pendence Day as the grand stage is
all set for celebrations on Tuesday
at the iconic Red Fort in the na-
tional capital.

As per a release by the Ministry
of Defence issued on Sunday, PM
Modi will hoist the National Flag
and deliver the customary address
to the nation from the ramparts of
the historic monument.

This year’s Independence Day
will culminate the ‘Azadi Ka Am-
rit Mahotsav’ celebrations, which
were launched by the Prime Min-
ister from Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat on March 12,
2021, and will, once again, usher
the country into ‘Amrit Kaal’ with
renewed vigour to realise PM
Modi’s dream of making India a
developed country by 2047.

According to the release, a num-
ber of new initiatives have been
planned to mark the 77th Inde-
pendence Day celebrations and a
large number of guests have been
invited as compared to 2022.

Upon his arrival at the Red Fort,
PM Modi will be received by De-
fence Minister, Rajnath Singh,
Raksha Rajya Mantri, Ajay Bhatt,
and Defence Secretary, Giridhar
Aramane.

The Defence Secretary will in-

:
:

troduce the General Officer Com-
manding (GoC), Delhi Area, Lieu-
tenant General Dhiraj Seth to the
Prime Minister.

The GoC Delhi Area will then
conduct Narendra Modi to the
Saluting Base where a combined
Inter-Services and Delhi Police
Guard will present a general sa-
lute to the Prime Minister. There-
after, the Prime Minister will
inspect the Guard of Honour, the
release said.

The Guard of Honour contin-
gent for the PM will consist of one
officer and 25 personnel each from
the Army, Air Force and Delhi Po-
lice and one officer and 24 person-
nel from the Navy, the release said.

“The Guard of Honour will be
commanded by Major Vikas Sang-
wan. The Army Contingent in
the Prime Minister’s Guard will
be commanded by Major Indra-
jeet Sachin, the Naval contingent
by Lieutenant Commander MV
Rahul Raman and the Air Force
contingent by Squadron Leader
Akash Ganghas. The Delhi Police
contingent will be commanded by
Additional DCP Sandhya Swami,”
itadded.

After inspecting the Guard
of Honour, PM Modi will pro-
ceed to the ramparts of the Red
Fort where he will be greeted by
Raksha Mantri, Rajnath Singh,
Raksha Rajya Mantri Ajay Bhatt,

Chief of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan, Chief of the Army
Staff General Manoj Pande, Chief
of the Naval Staff Admiral R Hari
Kumar, and Chief of the Air Staff
Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari,
the Ministry said.

The GoC, Delhi area will con-
duct the Prime Minister to the dais
on the ramparts to hoist the Na-
tional Flag.

After being hoisted, the Tricol-
our will receive a ‘Rashtriya Sa-
lute’. The Army band, consisting
of one JCO and 20 Other Ranks,
will play the National Anthem
during the unfurling of the Na-
tional Flag and presenting of the
‘Rashtriya Salute’.

The Band will be conducted by
Naib Subedar Jatinder Singh, the
official release said.

Major Nikita Nair and Major
Jasmine Kaur will assist the PM in
hoisting the National Flag.

21-Gun salute
“It will be synchronised with the
21-Gun Salute by the valiant gun-
ners of the elite 8711 Field Bat-
tery (Ceremonial). The ceremo-
nial battery will be commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Vikas Kumar
and the Gun Position Officer will
be Naib Subedar (AIG) Anoop Sin-
gh,” it added.

The National Flag Guard com-
prising five officers and 128 other

ranks from the Army, Navy, Air
Force and Delhi Police will present
Rashtriya Salute at the time of the
hoisting of the national flag by PM
Modi. Major Abhinav Detha from
the Army will be in command of
this Inter-Services Guard and Po-
lice Guard, it said.

The Army Contingent in the
National Flag Guard will be com-
manded by Major Mukesh Kumar
Singh, the Naval contingent by
Lieutenant Commander Harpreet
Mann and the Air Force Contin-
gent by Squadron Leader Shrey
Chawdhary. The Delhi Police con-
tingent will be commanded by Ad-
ditional DCP Shashank Jaiswal,
the release said.

As soon as the national flag is
hoisted by the Prime Minister,
flower petals will be showered at
the venue by two Advanced Light
Helicopters Mark-III Dhruv of
the Indian Air Force in the Line
Astern Formation. The captains
of the helicopter will be Wing
Commander Amber Agarwal
and Squadron Leader Himanshu
Sharma.

Furthermore, after the show-
ering of flower petals, the Prime
Minister will address the Nation.

At the conclusion of the speech
of the Prime Minister, the cadets
of'the National Cadet Corps (NCC)
will sing the National Anthem, the
release added. -am
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Australian PM meets
Quad naval leaders

CANBERRA: Australian Prime
Minister on Sunday said that the
navies of India, Japan, US and
Australia (Quad) are participat-
ing in Exercise Malabar. He met
naval leaders of four nations and
noted that the Exercise Malabar
for the first time is being held in
Australia.

Australian PM Albanese and
Deputy PM Richard Marles
welcomed naval leaders from
all four nations in Sydney. He
stated that it was an opportunity
to discuss their shared vision for
a prosperous and secure Indo-
Pacific region.

Taking to his official Twitter
handle, Albanese stated, “This
year’s Exercise Malabar brings
together the navies of India, Ja-
pan, the United States, and Aus-
tralia. And for the first time ever
it’s being held in Australia.”

The naval forces of the United

States, Japan, Australia and India
began their Malabar joint defence
exercise in Sydney on Friday,
marking the first time Australia
has hosted the war games amid
China’s growing assertiveness in
the region.

Malabar series of maritime
exercises began in 1992 as a bilat-
eral exercise between the Indian
Navy and the US Navy, the Min-
istry of Defence said in a press
release earlier. The exercise now
includes navies of four nations -
India, Japan, Australia and US.
Royal Australian Navy partici-
pated in the exercise for the first
time in 2020.

The Malabar exercise started
in 1992 as a bilateral initiative be-
tween the US and Indian navies,
with Japan joining later. Austral-
ia rejoined the exercise in 2020
after having last participated in
2007. -am
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Anwarul Haq swornin as
caretaker Pakistan PM

Pakistan

President Arif Alvi
administered oath

to the leader in the
presence of outgoing
Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif and his former
cabinet ministers

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan former
Senator and Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP) leader Anwarul haq
Kakar took oath as the Pakistan
Caretaker PM on Monday, re-
ported Geo News.

The Pakistan President Arif
Alvi administered oath to the
leader in the presence of outgoing
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif and
his former cabinet ministers.

It reported that the Chief of
Army Staff General Asim Munir,
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee General Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza, Senate Chairman
Sadiq Sanjrani, and other high-
ranking officials were also present
on the occasion.

DHAKA:Bangladesh hasrecorded
11 more deaths due to dengue and
reported 2,905 additional cases in
the past 24 hours till 8 am Sunday,
The Dhaka Tribune reported. The
overall death toll due to dengue in
Bangladesh now stands at 398.
Since January 1, the total num-

Earlier in the morning, Paki-
stan Senate Chairman Sadiq San-
jrani accepted Anwarul haq Ka-
kar’s resignation as a Senate after
he was appointed as the Pakistan
caretaker PM.

“Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar, Mem-
ber Senate of Pakistan, has re-
signed his seat, as his Principled
stance of neutrality on becoming
the caretaker Prime Minister, by
writing under his hand in person
before the Chairman Senate,” a
notification from the Senate Sec-
retariat read.

“The Honourable Chairman
Senate has been pleased to ac-
cept the resignation and con-
sequently his seat has become
vacant in terms of clause (1) of
Article 64 of the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
with effect from 14 August,” the
notification added.

On August 12, Sharif and the

ber of dengue cases in Bangladesh
has reached 85411. The rise in
dengue cases comes despite the
health authorities last week spec-
ulation that the number of dengue
patients will drop to a tolerable
limit by late August. However, the
rise in dengue cases so far demon-

leader of the Opposition Raja
Riaz met and concluded their
last round of talks and decided
to make Senator Kakar as care-
taker PM.

Later on the same day, Presi-
dent approved the appointment of
Kakar as Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter for the country.

On the social media account,
X (formerly known as Twit-
ter), the President’s Office said
that under Article 224 A of Pa-
kistan’s constitution, Alvi ap-
pointed Anwarul Haque Kakar
as caretaker PM.”President Dr
Arif Alvi has approved the ap-
pointment of Anwarul Haque
Kakar as Caretaker Prime Min-
ister The President approved
the appointment under Article
224 A of the Constitution,” the
office said in a tweet.

Balochistan lawmaker, Ka-
kar was elected to the Senate in

strates a harrowing picture of the
outbreak.

Seven of the 11 deaths in Bang-
ladesh were recorded in Dhaka.
Of the new patients, 1,042 were
hospitalised in Dhaka and the rest
in other parts of Bangladesh, The
Dhaka Tribune reported citing the

2018 and has also served as the
spokesperson of the provincial
government prior to his elec-
tion to the upper house, as per
Geo News.

The lawmaker was selected
as the 8th interim head of the
government, a statement from
the Prime Minister’s Office said
Saturday.

Kakar and his party had good
ties with the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) during its government
and he was among the people who
former prime minister Imran
Khan consulted on the matters of
Balochistan.

For that reason, Balochistan
Awami Party often faced criti-
cism from PML-N for that reason.
However, when the party changed
sides, it faced criticism from PT1I,
reported Geo News.

The newly-appointed care-
taker premier was born in 1971 in
Muslim Bagh, an area of the Killa
Saifullah district of Balochistan.
He completed his schooling at St.
Francis School, Quetta, and later
enrolled in Cadet College Kohat
but returned to the Balochistan
provincial capital after his fa-
ther’s demise.

The leader has done a Mas-
ter’s in Political Science and So-
ciology from the University of
Balochistan.

Kakar started his career by
teaching in a school in his native
town, according to Geo News. -ant

Death on K2: Could the
climber have been saved?

BERLIN: The photos and vid-
eos that have been circulating on
social media for days about the
recent death on K2 are disturb-
ing. In them, climbers can be seen
walking past the body of Pakistani
climber Muhammad Hassan. At
8,611 metres above sea level, the
mountain, located in Pakistan, is
the world’s second-highest.

As a result of the incident, a
commission of inquiry has been
set up by the government of Paki-
stan’s Gilgit-Baltistan province.
Among the questions it has been
tasked with answering are: What
exactly happened to Hassan on
July 27? Was everything possi-
ble done to save his life? Should
he even have been allowed up
there based on his mountaineer-
ing skills? Was he sufficiently
equipped for his work as a high-
altitude porter on K27?

Hassan’s widow told Austrian
mountaineer Wilhelm Steindl
and German filmmaker Philip
Flamig during their condolence
visit that her husband had previ-
ously only carried equipment up
to the K2 base camp at around
5,100 metres. This time, though,
the 27-year-old Hassan had em-
barked on a trek to over 8,000 me-
tres because he needed money to
pay for his sick mother’s medical
treatment.

Hassan supported the team
that secured the route to the
summit with ropes. Around 200
climbers were trying to reach the
summit that day, about half of
them succeeded in doing so.

Hassan lacked not only the
necessary experience at extreme
altitudes, but also the equipment.
Norwegian climber Kristin Harila
noted that the high-altitude por-
ter was not wearing a down suit or
an oxygen mask. She was among
those who did reach the summit,
with the support of her Nepalese
mountain guide Tenjen Sherpa.

Harila says she has been sub-
ject to abuse on social media in
recent days, being accused of fail-
ing to help Hassan — and even
receiving death threats. Now she
has responded with a statement
on her website.

“This was no one’s fault, you
cannot comment when you do
not understand the situation,” she
wrote.

“This happened at the most
dangerous part of the deadliest
mountain in the world, and you
should remember that at 8000+
metres, your survival instincts
impact the decisions you make.”

She said her team immedi-
ately attended to Hassan when
he suddenly slipped for an un-
explained reason and initially
hung upside down in the rope.
Her cameraman, she said, spent
about two and a half hours at the
Pakistani’s side and adminis-
tered oxygen to him.

The accident happened at the
so-called “bottleneck,” a key point
along the route. There, the climb-
ers must cross a very steep, ex-
tremely avalanche-prone moun-
tain flank, directly under a huge,
overhanging glacier. It’s been de-
scribed as something akin to Rus-
sian roulette, with everyone try-
ing to get through there as quickly
as possible.

Due to the sheer volume of
climbers trying to reach the sum-
mit on July 27, a long queue had
formed at the bottleneck — and it
lasted for hours. Several small av-
alanches occurred, but had there
been a big one, it almost certainly
would have ended in disaster.

Anwar Syed, head of the Lela
Peak Expedition, the Pakistani
agency that Hassan worked for,
said the porter didn’t suffer for
long.

“After afew moments he passed
away,” Syed said. “So actually,

there was not enough time for his
rescue.”

This contradicts not only
Harila’s statement, but also drone
footage shot by German filmmak-
er Fldmig. This shows a climber
massaging the Pakistani as he lies
on the snow - in daylight. His leg
still appears to be moving. The
accident was reported to have
occurred around 2:15 a.m. — long
before daybreak. Everyone who
reached the summit that day
passed Hassan, some even twice;
onthe ascent and descent.

“Based on the accounts of three
different eyewitnesses, I can re-
port that this man was still alive
while about 50 people passed him.
This is also visible in the drone
footage,” Flamig told the Vienna
daily “Der Standard.”

“Some indicated that this per-
son was still alive as they passed
him on their descent.”

Willi Steindl aborted his sum-
mit attempt below the site of Has-
san’s accident, deeming the risk of
an avalanche to be too high.

“He died there miserably. It
would have taken only three or
four people to bring him down,”
Steindl told “Der Standard.”

“I wasn’t at the scene of the
accident. If I had seen it, I would
have climbed up and helped the
poor person.”

Although Steindl was not per-
sonally involved, he collected
money from the expedition teams
and delivered it to Hassan’s fam-
ily. He’s also launched an Inter-
net fundraising campaign to help
pay for the education of the Paki-
stani’s three young children. -ow

Directorate General of Health Ser-
vices (DGHS).

A total of 9,733 dengue patients,
including 4,335 in Dhaka, are un-
dergoing treatment at hospitals
across the country. So far, 75,280
people have recovered from den-
gue, according to DGHS.

Niger: Junta says
will charge deposed
leader with treason

NIAMEY: The military regime
that took power in Niger in a
coup in late July said on Monday
it would bring deposed President
Mohamed Bazoum to trial on
charges of “high treason” and un-
dermining state security.

In a televised announcement,
junta spokesman Colonel Major
Amadou Abdramane said the re-
gime had “gathered the necessary
evidence to prosecute before com-
petent national and international
authorities the ousted president
and his local and foreign accom-
plices for high treason and for un-
dermining the internal and exter-
nal security of Niger.”

Bazoum, the democratically
elected president of the West Af-
rican country, was deposed in the
July 26 coup and has since been
held in his presidential residence
along with his son and wife.

In the first 13 days of July,
Bangladesh recorded 9,404 cases
of dengue and 46 deaths due to
mosquito-borne disease. However,
Bangladesh recorded 147 fatali-
ties and 33,579 patients of dengue
during the same period in August.
Experts have warned that the out-

The announcement came short-
ly after reports by mediators that
the junta was ready to consider a
diplomatic solution to its stand-off
with West African bloc ECOWAS.

A group of senior Nigerian Is-
lamic scholars quoted coup leader
General Abdourahmane Tchiani
as saying that “their doors were
open to explore diplomacy and
peace in resolving the matter.”

They met the junta leader in the
capital, Niamey.

Tchiani stressed the historic
ties between Niger and Nigeria,
saying the countries “were not
only neighbors but brothers and
sisters who should resolve issues
amicably.”

The discussion by the Nigerian
scholars was led by Sheikh Abdul-
lahi Bala Lau and came after ECO-
WAS’ call for reinstating Bazoum
as president. -ow

angladesh reports 11 more deaths due to dengue

break could continue till Novem-
ber, with the peak expected this
month.

According to DGHS data, Dhaka
still remains the hotspot for den-
gue. Of the fatalities recorded so
far in 2023, 301 deaths occurred in
Dhaka alone. -an1
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West Indies’ King and Pooran

deliver knockout blow to India

Shepherd plays the
lead role for Windies
with the ball as India
go down in the T20I
series decider

FLORIDA: India’s multi-format
tour of the Caribbean and the USA
ended with a T20I series defeat
to West Indies, with their lack of
lower-order batting muscle and a
lacklustre bowling show playing a
part in Sunday’s result in Florida.
Nicholas Pooran and Brandon
Kingwere the architects of a superb-
ly constructed chase for the West
Indies, who wrapped the series 3-2.
The pair put on 107 off 72 balls
for the second wicket and didn’t
allow India a foot in the door. West
Indies eventually got home with 12
balls to spare to record their sec-
ond straight T20I series win and
their first against India since 2017.
West Indies lost Kyle Mayers in

smseass PP

LR

the second over to Arshdeep Singh,
but it only spurred them to go even
harder in drizzly conditions that
forced the teams to have one eye
onthe DLS sheet.

Pooran had a slice of luck when
he was almost pouched by a diving
Mukesh Kumar at mid-off in the
third over of the innings, and he
took full advantage of that by pum-
melling Hardik Pandya for back-
to-back sixes soon after.

Pooran continued to enjoy a
charmed life when a small spike

on Snickometer - the thinnest of
edges off the glove attempting a
slog sweep - helped overturn an
Ibw decision off Kuldeep Yadav in
the fifth over. The only bowler to
rein in the batters somewhat was
Kuldeep, who varied his pace and
lengths nicely.

In the previous two games,
Pooran was out trying to take him
on. Today, Pooran was intent on
learning from that and milked sin-
gles off Kuldeep, whose first three
overs went for just 16.

12 cars to

<FROM There are also cash
Al awards for top-three
teams of Under-20
league, Under-17 leagues.
And in yet another
first, 12 cars will be won over the
season in raffle draws for fans.
Fans engagement has been given
a top priority with OFA declaring
that there would be monthly prizes
through a panel of experts and fans
votes for the best player, best goal-
keeper, and best coach and for the
team fairplay team.

The fans’ clubs in the top-flight
will also be rewarded in the new
season.

Speaking to Times of Oman,
OFA chairman Al Wahaibi said: I
am happy that we are continuing
our partnership with Omantel.
This is the 14th season and next
year we will conclude the current
deal. We wish to continue with
them but we will be having fresh
negotiations as other competitors
will also be making a bid for the
new three-year deal.”

The OFA chief termed it unfor-
tunate that two teams including
last season’s runner-up Al Suwaiq
and Mussanah clubs have with-

After going neck-and-neck for
much of the innings, King pipped
Pooran to the half-century when he
stepped out and clobbered Chahal
over long-off in the 13th over to get
there off 38 balls. No sooner than
the shot was hit, the players went
off following a lightning warning,.

Upon resumption, with West
Indies needing 47 off 42, Hardik
threw the ball to Tilak Varma for
some off-spin, and he struck the
second ball when Pooran gloved an
attempted reverse-sweep to slip.

But Shai Hope came in and played
asparkling hand, allaying any fears
of a slowdown, by sealing victory
with a six down the ground.

Earlier, Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Shubman Gill, the architects of
the carnage from 24 hours ear-
lier, fell cheaply to Akeal Hosein’s
left-arm spin. Jaiswal was done in
by the skid off the pitch while Gill
was out lbw to a sweep he could’ve
reviewed, with replays confirming
the ballwould’ve missed leg stump.

Suryakumar Yadav and Tilak
offset that early pressure with a
superb counterattack. Tilak was
especially dismissive of Alzarri
Joseph as he took him for 4, 6, 4, 4
in the sixth over.

At the other end, Suryakumar
was having fun of his own, lofting
Hosein, flat-batting a sweep down
the ground for four and standing
tall and driving elegantly.

India’s third-wicket pair had
added 49 off five overs to kick the
innings into fourth gear before
Roston Chase’s brilliance account-
ed for Tilak with a catch on his
follow-through.

Then Sanju Samson fell for his
thirdlow score of the series - anine-
ball 13 - to Romario Shepherd. At 87
for 4 in the 11th over, Hardik seem-
ingly decided he wasn’t going to run

the risk of exposing the lower order
too early and looked to bat himself
in. India went from overs 10.2 to 14
without a single boundary, before
Suryakumar launched Shepherd
and then Joseph for six - the lat-
ter an inside-out six over cover to
raise his half-century off 38 balls.
At 121 for 4 in 15.5 overs, India
seemed to have set themselves up
for a final assault when the rain
came down again.

Hardik fell soon after resump-

tion when he picked out long-on
a delivery after he had smacked
Shepherd over the long-off bound-
ary. Suryakumar followed in the
next over when West Indies over-
turned a not-out lbw decision via
the DRS. The lower order just
unravelled from there; a fortui-
tous boundary from the last man
Mukesh (edged past the keeper)
dragged India to 165 when, at one
point, they had looked good for
190. The way the chase shaped up,
perhaps even that may not have
been enough.
Brief scores: India 165/9 (Surya-
kumar Yadav 61, Tilak Varma 27;
Romario Shephard 4-31, Akeal
Hosein 2-24) lost to West Indies
171/2 in 18 overs (Brandon King
85, Nicholas Pooran 47, Shai
Hope 22*). - Agencies

be won by fans in raffle draws

drawn from the season this time to
reduce the total number of teams
from14to12.

Al Wahaibi said: “The with-
drawal of two teams is a decision
made by the respective clubs and
I wish they had not. We will go
ahead with the 12 teams though
there were proposals to promote
first division teams but the board
took a decision to have the best 12
teams and we look forward to an
exciting and entertaining season.”

In his remarks, Omantel CEO
Al Maamari said: We have been a
long-standing partner of the top-
tier league and the association has
been since the 2008-2009 season.
This is the second year of the new
three-year deal and it has been a
great journey together.

“The aspirations have always
been high to promote football. Our
support goes beyond the game as
we believe in the empowerment of
Omani youth. We wish to create
an ecosystem, where we treat foot-
ball as an industry. We are satisfied
with the partnership with the OFA
and we hope to accomplish more
ahead together.”

Al Maamari

affirmed that
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Omantel will continue to sup-
port sports and athletes in the
Sultanate of Oman, thus contrib-
uting to strengthening national
efforts to push youth to local,

ue Plus

Value Plus

Your key to Salalah Treasures!

RENT CAR

Starting at just RO 10/day for Sedans*
Starting at just RO 20/day for SUVs*

Call or visit any of our offices
across Oman to get-niore than just Valte: deals.

With over 30 years of customer delight and one of the leading Car rentals, Value Plus
provides customized rental packages to explore the wonders of Oman.

Wattayah: 95421249, Salalah: 97124671 / 96135246 chat 97124671 / 96135246

*Terrns & Conclitions apply, limited care. Vehicle imacges thown ane for llustrative purpose onby,

e Branches: scan SEE For more details, contact:
sk - Ghala: 95020372, Sohar: 95332895 / 95345334, Duqm: 97295158, to % 3
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LONDON: England fast bowler
Steven Finn has announced his
retirement from all forms of
cricket. He suffered a knee injury
that kept him out of action for
most of 2023 and led to him call-
ing time on his 18-year career.

“I have been fighting a bat-
tle with my body for the last 12
months and have admitted defeat
toit,” Finn, 34, said in a statement
shared by Sussex, his county. “I
feel incredibly lucky to have been
able to play cricket as my voca-
tion since I made my debut for
Middlesex in 2005. The journey
hasn’t always been smooth, but I
have loved it, nonetheless.”

Finn played 36 Tests, 69 ODIs
and 21 T20Is after making his in-
ternational debut in 2010 against
Bangladesh. He showed his wares
early in his career, returning 14
wickets in England’s win in the
men’s Ashes of 2010-11. He also
picked up 12 wickets - the second-
most for England - in the 2015
Ashes that they won. Overall, he
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continental and international
podiums, achieving the goals and
aspirations of the masses and
satisfying the aspirations of our
wise government.

Finn announces retirement
from all formes of cricket

finished with 125 wickets in Tests,
102 in ODIs and 27 in T201Is.

Having played most of his do-
mestic cricket for Middlesex,
Finn moved to Sussex in 2022
and picked up 21 wickets in 20
appearances for them across for-
mats. He bows out with 570 wick-
etsin first-class cricket.

“To have played 125 games for
England, including 36 Tests, far
surpassed what I dreamed of”
Finn said. “T want to thank Sus-
sex Cricket for their support over
the last 12 months especially and
for welcoming me wholeheartedly
into the club at the beginning of
last season. It really is a great place
to play cricket and I'm sorry that I
wasn’t able to play more of a parton
the field since joining the club.”

“Cricket has given me a lot and
I hope to give back to the game
in some capacity in the future.
But, for now, I'll enjoy watching
it without wondering whether
my body will be able to make it
through another day’s cricket.”
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by October
2023 reaching $87.69, said Dubai
Mercantile Exchange (DME). The
DME statement said that the price

of Oman oil fell by 23 cents from the
price of Friday, which was $87.92. - ona

MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,762.42 points,
down by 0.14 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by
0.22 per cent at 473.56 points. Sembcorp
Salalah, up 6.12 per cent, was the top
gainer while, the Pearl REIF, down 4.84
per cent, was the top loser.

CBO0 issues treasury bills worth OMRZ28.5 million

a 1 MUSCAT: The Central Bank of averagediscountrateandtheaver- averagediscountrateandtheaver- Central Bank of Oman (CBO) acts

Oman (CBO) raised OMR28.5 mil-
lion by way of allotting treasury bills.

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills amounted to OMR2.5
million, for a maturity period of
28 days. The average accepted
price reached OMR99.660 for
every OMR100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR99.660 per OMRI100. The

age yield reached 4.43214 per cent
and 4.44'726 per cent, respectively.

Whereas, the value of the al-
lotted treasury bills amounted to
OMRZ26 million, for a maturity
period of 91 days. The average ac-
cepted price reached OMR98.710
for every OMR100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR98.710 per OMR100. The

age yield reached 5.17418 per cent
and 5.24179 per cent, respectively.

Financial instruments

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of
Finance, and they provide licensed
commercial banks the opportunity
to invest their surplus funds. The

as the Issue Manager and provides
the added advantage of ready li-
quidity through discounting and
repurchase facilities (Repo).

It may be noted that the interest
rate on the Repo operations with
CBO is 6.00 per cent while the dis-
count rate on the Treasury Bills
Discounting Facility with CBO is
6.50 per cent. -ona

0il down 1% on
strong dollar

SINGAPORE: Oil prices
declined more than 1
per cent on Monday as
concerns about China’s
faltering economic
recovery and a stronger
dollar weighed against
seven weeks of gains on
tightening supply from
Opec+ output cuts. Brent
crude futures fell $1.07,
or 1.2 per cent, to $85.74 a
barrel by 0631 GMT while
US West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude was at $82.12 a
barrel, down 1.3 per cent,
Reuters reported. Prices
retreated as the US dollar
index extended gains after
aslightly bigger increase
in US producer prices in
July lifted Treasury yields
despite expectations the
Federal Reserve is at the
end of hiking interest
rates. A stronger dollar
pressures oil demand by
making the commodity
more expensive for buyers
holding other currencies.
-BNA

Asia suffers
China hangover;
dollar scales
2023 top on yen

SYDNEY: Asian shares
slid on Monday as China’s
property woes amplified
the case for serious stimu-
lus even as Beijing seems
deaf'to the calls, while
rising Treasury yields
lifted the dollar to a 2023
peak on the embattled yen.
MSCT’s broadest index of
Asia-Pacific shares out-
side Japan lost another 1.7
per cent, after shedding 2
per cent last week. Japan’s
Nikkei was off 1.3 per cent,
even as exporters drew
support from the weak
yen, Reuters reported.
Chinese blue chips fell

1.2 per cent, on top of a

3.4 per cent decline last
week, amid a string of
disappointing economic
news culminatingin a
dire report on new bank
loans in July. Figures on
retail sales and industrial
output are due Tuesday
and analysts assume they
will underwhelm, keeping
downward pressure on the
yuan. Adding to concerns
about the deteriorating
health of the country’s
debt-laden property
developers was news two
Chinese listed companies
had not received payment
on maturing investment
products from Zhongrong
International Trust Co.
China’s Country Garden,
the country’s top private
property developer, is also
set to suspend trading of
its 11 onshore bonds from
Monday. EUROSTOXX
50 futures slipped 0.4 per
cent and FTSE futures 0.2
per cent. -ena

OMAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY (S.A.0.G)

Chairman's Report and unaudited Condensed Consolidated Interim Financial Results for the period ended 30 June 2023

Respected Shareholders,

We are pleased to present to you a summary of the results of the aperations for the 6§ months® period
ended 30th June 2023.

Dperating performance:

REVENUE
Group Revenue for the period ended June 2023 hos reached RO 1439.2 million compared to RO 1294.6

million fer the corresponding period 2022, an increase of 11.2%. The Group revenue incude acquired
business of Zain Group, which contributed revenues of RO 1149.4 Mn,

EXPENSES
Group's total Operating expenses (including depreciation) increased te RO 709.4 Mn compared to RO
B31.4 Mn for the corresponding peried 2022, an increase of 12.3%.,

MET PROFIT

The Group Met Profit after tax has grown by 31.3 % touching RO 168.9 Mn compared to RO 128.6 Mn

in 2022. After adjusting for minority interest the net profit for the period Is RO 38.5 Mn compared to RO
34,6 Mn in 2022, an increase of 11.2%

Group Earning per Share (EPS) for the period ended June 2023 is RO 0.051 compared to RO 0.046 for the
corresponding period of year 2022,

Omantel Domestic operations (Domestic performance)

Revenues reached RO 305.4 milllon compared to RO 276.8 million for the correspoending period 2022
Revenue growth is malnly coming from whelesale transit voice revenue which increased by 37.7 % and
device revenue which increased by 56 % . Besides this growth was achieved in Core revenues which is
coming from Mobile Postpaid revenue which increased by 11.1 % and Fixed Broadband revenues which
increased by 4 %.

Met Profit for the six months ended June 2023 stands at RO 39.8 Mn compared to RO 40.2 Mn in the
previous period. Inspite of the aggressive competition in both Mobile and Fixed segments net profit is
maintained at similar levels compared to last year on account of sustainable revenue growth in Postpaid
Mabile revenue, fixed broadband revenue and reduction in finonce cost.

SUBSCRIBER BASE

The total domestic subscriber base as of June 2023 (including mobile and fixed businesses) was 3.3 Mn
{excluding Mobile Resellers) compared to 3.1 Mn of the corresponding period of the previcus year, an
incrense of 5.6% over the lost year. Total subscriber bose with mobile resellers reached 3.8 Mn. Zain's
total subscriber base as of Jun 2023 waos 53.4 Mn compared te 51.7 Mn of the corresponding period of
the previous year, an increase of 3.3 % over the last year.

SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES

1) Mobile Telecommunication Company (Zain):
Zain Group revenues as of Jun 2023 was RO 1,149.4 Mn compared to RO 1,022.4 Mn of the
corresponding period of the previous year, an increase of 12.4% over the last year. EBITDA stands at
RO 429.4 Mn, compared to the comesponding period EBITDA of RO 394.5 Mn recording an increase

of 8.8 % . Net profit stands at RO 188.1 Mn compared to RO 135.4 Mn of the previous period, an
increase of 39% over the last year.

2) Domestic Market Share:
Omantel's Mobile market share (including Mobile Resellers) is 47.5 % The Fixed Telephone
(post & pre-paid) market share is 72.8%.

Thanks and appreciation

We take this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to our shareholders and loyal customers for their
continued support that enabled us to achieve these excellent results. Also, we wholeheartedly appreciate
the sincere contribution of the Executive Monagement and Employees for the performance in the
market challenging situation. With your support, we are confident that Omantel will continue its good
performance and will be able to reach new heights of excellence.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff, we are honored Lo express our sincere gratitude to His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarig for His visionary leadership. We pray to Almighty Allah to grant him
long live, health and welfare to achieve more progress, prosperity and welfare for Oman and its people.

CHAIRMAN
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MSX index
ends lower

-

Sembcorp Salalah, up 6.12 per cent, was the
top gainer while, the Pearl REIF, down 4.84
per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,762.42 points, down
by 0.14 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.22 per cent at 473.56
points. Sembcorp Salalah, up
6.12 per cent, was the top gainer
while, the Pearl REIF, down 4.84
per cent, was the top loser.

Shares of Bank Muscat were
the most active in terms of num-
ber of shares traded while Oman
Telecom were the most active in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 438 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of OMRZ2.39 million, with
more than 6.98 million shares
changing hands.

Out of 29 traded securities, 5
advanced, 14 declined, and 10
remained unchanged. At the ses-
sion close, GCC & Arab investors
were net buyers for OMR13,000
while domestic investors were
net sellers for OMR9,000, fol-
lowed by foreign investors for

OMR4,000 worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,784.01 points, down 0.05 per
cent. Prices of Al Madina In-
vestments, Sohar International
Bank were up by 2.44 per cent,
1.89 per cent respectively. Prices
of Ominvest, Bank Nizwa were
up by 1.30 per cent, 1.03 per cent
respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,088.13 points, up 0.04 per cent.
Prices of Galfar Engineering were
up by 0.62 per cent respectively.
Prices of Oman Chromite were up
by 0.63 per cent respectively.

Services Index was down by
0.14 per cent before closing at
1,664.54 points. Prices of Semb-
corp Salalah were up by 6.12 per
cent respectively.

Prices of Phoenix Power, Barka
Water & Power Company, Mus-
cat Desalination, SMN Power
Holding, National Gas were up by
3.23 per cent, 2.38 per cent, 2.15
per cent, 1.24 per cent, 1.06 per
cent respectively. -united Securities

MUGSCAT

o 0CK
EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low Value Prev.Value Diff Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,779.09 4,760.55 476242 4,768.87 -6.45 -0.14
FINANCIAL INDEX 7,804.77 7,768.84 7784.01 7,787.81 -3.80 -0.05
Industry Index 6,088.13 6,084.27 6,088.13 6,085.61 2:51 0.04
Services Index 1,671.10 1,662.61 1,664.54 1,666.91 -2.36 -0.14
MSX Shariah Index 47445 473.09 473.56 47461 -1.05 -0.22
MSX TR INDEX 6,289.18 6,264.78 6,267.25 6,275.74 -8.49 -0.14
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,516.43 8,477.23 8,493.78 8,497.93 -4.15 -0.05
SERVICES TR IDX 1,844.68 1,835.31 1,837.45 1,840.06 -2.61 -0.14
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX 6,503.63 6,499.52 6,503.63 6,500.95 2.69 0.04
Trading Summary

Volume ......cceeneeee Turnover Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
6,981,057.. +2,393,588..coserrrro 438 23,934,875,948 5 14 10 29

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, AUGUST 14

ISIN. SECURITY NAME.

REGULAR MARKET

TURNOVER......... TRADES.......... OPEN PRICE ... HIGH e W CLOSEPR..........PREV. CLOSE........ DIFF (RD) .o DIFF % e LAST PR e LAST BID........ LAST OFFER...........PAR VALUE.........MARKET CAP

OMO0000003398............ SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK

537,565, 0.106........

0.108

0.106........... (ONOSE—

OMO0000001087. OMAN UNITED INSURANCE.

10,195. 2,702 Bttt 0.265.......

0OMO0000001681 OMAN EMIRATES HO.

0.068.....

OMO0000002374. UNITED FINANCE

0.265 ........ 0.265....c..0. 0.265...

OV e

e 0.061.......... 0.061........... 0.061..

0.100....495,726,727

0.100...... 26,500,000

(G 2 ——— 0.068...

(107 S— 0.100 287,500

0.100........21,723,765

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT 2,544,864. 0.28; 0.281 0.281.. 0.100.2,109,297,574
0OMO0000003224-........... RENAISSANCE SERVICES 2,000. 750 1 0.375........0.375. 013l L— 0.375... Q0 O—— 0.100....... 88,653,750
OMO0000003968............ OOREDOO 501,350. 187,005 P21 SR 0.376.......0.376......... 0.372........... 0.372.. -0.800 0.3’ 0.370. ... 242,151,254
0OMO0000003026............ OMAN TELECOM. 1,085,829, SN 11() 1 (] eSS I OO— 1.000.. L0195 () SNNONTH () ({0 O, AT ATHT OO N 0.100....750,000,000
OMO0000004248........... SMN POWER HOLDING 303,049, e 0.082 .......... 0.080.......... 0.080.. 0.080. 0.080. 0.082, 0.100....... 15,970,848
0OMO0000001533............ OMINVEST 215,625, 81,938 ] e—— 0.380.......0.380.......... 0.380. D ) 0.385. -0.005.......... -1.299 0.380. 0.380. 0.3809. 0.100....253,978,862
Total 10. 5,288,45: 2,171,075........ 288

Parallel Market

OMO0000004735 ......... SEMBCORP SALALAH.

OM0000001962

OMO0000003521.

OM0000001897. MAJAN COLLEGE.

AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING

6,000.

GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING

1,850.

e QT
0.042........ 0.042....... 0.042

e 0.162.

0.100.....99,275,483

.0.100........3,570,000

5,000.

1,900.

OM0000002572 OMAN OIL MARKETING

OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

110,000.

OMO0000001020 OMAN CHROMITE

200,

OMO0000008934.......... ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES

336,854.

OMO0000004420. BANK NIZWA

54,245.

OMO0000001160.......... NATIONAL GAS

2,200.

-0.100..... 32,883,804
.0.100........9,630,000
-0.100.....61,275,000
.0.100...... 18,221,961
-1.000.....14,310,000
.0.100...227,209,000

0.100.... 214,747,491

0.100........ 7,905,000

OMO0000007084 MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION 692 0.091 0.091 0.09: 0102 S—— 2.151 0.091 0.091 0.09: 0.100...... 14,155,086
OMO0000003141 BARKA WATER AND POWER 5,000. 0.041.......... (10— 0.042........... -0.001....... -2.381 (/O TR— 0.041 0044 ... (SO 6,560,000
OMO0000005963 ......... PHOENIX POWER 42,103 0.062. 0.100...... 87,756,088
OMO0000004933............ AL SUWADIPOWER 225,000. 0.027.....ooo.... 0.100.....19,288,971
OMO0000008868........... THE PEARL REIF 26,821 (D32 s— 0.100......50,122,885
Total 15, 1,662,865.

India’s overall
exports decline
5% 1in July

NEW DELHI: India’s overall
exports, both merchandise and
services combined, are estimated
to be worth $59.43 billion in July
2023, exhibiting a degrowth of 5.06
per cent over July 2022, Ministry
of Commerce and Industry said.

Overall imports in July 2023
are estimated to be $67.77 billion,
exhibiting a degrowth of 12.92 per
cent over July 2022.

In July, however, the trade bal-
ance, meaning the difference be-
tween exports and imports, nar-
rowed from $15.24 billion to $8.35
billion. So far in 2023-24 (April-
July), India’s overall exports is esti-
mated to exhibit a negative growth
of 598 per cent over April-July
2022. Overall imports in April-July
2023 are estimated to exhibit aneg-
ative growth of 11.09 per cent over
April-July 2022, the ministry said.

The trade deficit in April-July
2023-24 period too narrowed from
$46.72 billion to $28.26 billion,
data showed. -ant
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German sandal maker
heads to New York Stock .

BRUSSELS: Birkenstock doesn’t
actually mean “sandal” in German,
but it might as well. Around the
world, the name has become syn-
onymous with a two-strap leather
and cork sandal. Fashion is fickle.
But Birkenstocks are timeless.

Founded in 1774, the company
was run by the same family until
2013, when professional man-
agers came in and completely
reorganised it. Even after these
changes, the newly named Birk-
enstock Group was still owned
by the founding family, then in its
sixth generation.

In early 2021, the family sold a
controlling majority of the busi-
ness to L Catterton, a private eq-
uity firm backed by Bernard Ar-
nault and his luxury conglomerate
LVMH. Though details were not
released, it was reported the in-
vestment valued the company at
$4.9 billion (€4 billion at the time,
€4 .48 billion today).

Now just ahead of its 250th
birthday, another change is head-
ing the company’s way as plans
move forward to list on the New
York Stock Exchange as early as
September.

Current estimates value the
company from $6 billion all the
way up to a whopping $10 billion.
With such sums, the new owners
will surely want to cash in, plus
unlock value for future invest-
ments. An initial public offering
(IPO) seems obvious, even if it

Rendezvous with vibrant blooms
in Asia’s leading flower market

KUNMING: While many Chinese
cities are currently experienc-
ing scorching heat, the essence of
springlingers in the Dounan Flow-
er Market in Kunming, southwest
China’s Yunnan Province.

An array of blossoms, including
lotuses, roses and sunflowers, grace
the scene here, ready to embark on
a journey across the nation, adorn-
ing shopping malls, conference
halls, wedding venues and the cosy
corners of people’s homes.

About 30 years ago, the Dou-
nan Flower Market was just a
street with roadside stalls selling
flowers, but today it has become
Asia’s largest fresh-cut flower
trading market. Its floral beauty
reaches more than 40 countries
and regions, with the export value
hitting 520 million yuan (about
$717 million in 2021, ranking
first nationwide. Yunnan'’s fresh-
cut flower growing area totalled
21,700 hectares in that year.

“This is a market for all people,

means giving up some control.

Always in fashion
Birkenstock was long associated
with hippies, health food and sock-
wearing Germans. Yet somehow
it has managed to become a must-
have brand for people around the
world. Today the sandals are sold
in over 100 countries. Recently
Birkenstock has collaborated with
high-end names Dior, Valentino,
Jil Sander and Manolo Blahnik.

More people working from
home could account for a jump in
sales of comfy footwear. Over the
past few weeks, Margot Robbie’s
decision to wear a pink pair in
“Barbie” has brought new colour
and a big push to the brand.

Yet no matter how mainstream,

where everyone can buy their fa-
vorite flowers at the lowest price,”
said Shi Jinlong, a seller hailing
from the northwestern Shaanxi
Province. The Dounan market
springs to life around 5 am every
day. Upon entering the bustling
market, Shi starts his day by look-
ing through the array of flowers
brought by wholesalers and jot-
ting down price details as he goes.

The wholesale trading session

—

they still make a statement. They
are an “anti-fashion shoe that
says I don’t care about fashion,”
said Allyson Stewart-Allen, Lon-
don-based CEO of International
Marketing Partners, a marketing
consultancy. What we wear tells
others who we are and what our
values are.

Birkenstock: The numbers
On the German website, prices
for men’s sandals range from €40
($44) up to €260 for a sheepskin-
lined pair. Kids’ pairs start at €30.
They come in an array of colours
and materials. Some are the clas-
sic leather and cork, others are
made of synthetic material, still
others are vegan.

Yet the company makes more

normally ends by 9am. By then,
retailers like Shi arrange their
flowers at their stalls, waiting for
buyers. A portion of Shi’s flowers
had been procured from whole-
salers earlier, while the remaining
were homegrown.

“When the business is good,
around 600 bouquets could be sold
in a day,” Shi told Xinhua, adding
that he has also involved his rela-
tives in the flower industry. -xinhua

irkenstock
. Xchange

than just sandals. They produce
a number of other shoes, boots
and sneakers. They have also
branched out into socks, cosmet-
ics, and even beds and mattresses.

Allyson Stewart-Allen isn’t
surprised by this. Birkenstock is
more than sandals, it’s a lifestyle
brand. “If you are a fan, you are
going to be a fan of what the brand
stands for, not just the functional-
ity of the shoe,” the branding and
marketing expert told DW. Not to
mention their bona fide sustain-
ability credentials.

It would even make sense if
they move into fragrances, outer-
wear, or services like tours or hik-
ing adventures. After all, they are
known for walking and outdoors
and could leverage that themselves
or through -collaborations with
like-minded companies. But she
warns that they should notlean too
far out the window: “They should
stick with what they are good at
and not get distracted,” she argued,
“and focus on making shoes.”

Sticking to its German
roots?

Since 2014 sales at Birkenstock
have climbed dramatically. Back
then the company brought in
€273 million, according to sta-
tistics data provider Statista. In
2020, that was up to €730 million.
The latest numbers presented
by the company show revenue of
€1.24 billion for last year. -ow



TIMES OF OMAN

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15,2023 | BS

<

LIFESTYLE

STUDY LINKS

GOMMON
GOLD VIRUS TO

POTENTIALLY
FATAL BLOOD
GLOTTING
DISORDER

latelets, also known as throm-

bocytes, are specialised cel-

lular fragments that form

blood clots in the event of a
scrape or traumatic injury. Thrombo-
cytopenia is a condition recognised
as decreased platelet levels through-
out the body as a result of viral infec-
tions, autoimmune disease, and other
conditions.

After a robust clinical and research
collaboration, Stephan Moll, MD, and
Jacquelyn Baskin-Miller, MD, both
in the UNC School of Medicine, have
linked adenovirus infection with a
rare blood clotting disorder. This is the
first time that the common respiratory
virus, which causes mild cold-and flu-
like symptoms, has been reported to be
associated with blood clots and severe
thrombocytopenia.

“This adenovirus-associated dis-
order is now one of four recognized
anti-PF4 disorders,” said Moll, profes-
sor of medicine in the Department of
Medicine’s Division of Hematology.
“We hope that our findings will lead
to earlier diagnosis, appropriate and
optimized treatment, and better out-
comes in patients who develop this
life-threatening disorder.”

Their new observation, which was
published in the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine, provides fresh insight
into the virus and its role in causing an
anti-platelet factor 4 disorder. The dis-
covery also opens up a whole new field
of study because there are still many
unanswered questions about how,
why, and who is most likely to have this
ailment.

HIT, VITT, and
“Spontaneous HIT”

Antibodies arelarge Y-shaped proteins
that can stick to the surface of bac-
teria and other “foreign” substances,
flagging them for destruction by the
immune system or neutralizing the
threat directly.

In anti-PF4 disorders, the person’s
immune system makes antibodies
against platelet factor-4 (PF4), a pro-
tein that is released by platelets. When
an antibody forms against PF4 and
binds to it, this can trigger the activa-
tion and rapid removal of platelets in
the bloodstream, leading to blood clot-
ting and low platelets, respectively.

Sometimes, the formation of anti-
PF4 antibodies is triggered by a pa-
tient’s exposure to heparin, called

heparin-induced thrombocytopenia

(HIT), and sometimes it occurs as
an autoimmune condition with-

out heparin exposure, which is
referred to as “spontaneous
HIT”

In the last three years, thrombo-
cytopenia has been shown to rarely
occur after injection with COVID-19
vaccines that are made with inacti-
vated pieces of an adeno-viral vector.
These vaccines are different from the
ones made in the United States, such
as those by Moderna and Pfizer. The
condition is referred to as vaccine-in-
duced immune thrombotic thrombo-
cytopenia (VITT).

The Road to Discovery

The road to the discovery started
when a 5-year-old boy who had been
diagnosed as an outpatient with ad-
enovirus infection had to be admit-
ted to the hospital with an aggressive
blood clot forming in his brain (called
cerebral sinus vein thrombosis) and
severe thrombocytopenia. Doctors de-
termined that he hadn’t been exposed
to heparin or the adeno-vector COV-
ID-19 vaccination, the classical trig-
gers for HIT and VITT.

“The intensive care unit physi-
cians, the neuro-intensivist, and he-
matology group were working around
the clock to determine next steps
in the care for this young boy,” said
Baskin-Miller. “He wasn’t respond-
ing to therapy and was progressing
quickly. We had questioned whether
it could have been linked to his adeno-
virus considering the vaccine data,
but there was nothing in the literature
at that time to suggest it.”

The collaborative clinical effort to
help the patient expanded: Baskin-
Miller reached out to Moll, who is an
expert in thrombosis and has various
connections throughout the field. To
Moll, it looked like the pediatric pa-
tient could have “spontaneous HIT”.
They then tested for the HIT platelet-
activating antibody, which came back
positive.

Collahoration is Key

Moll reached out to, Theodore E. War-
kentin, MD, a professor of pathology
and molecular medicine at McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario, who
has been researching anti-PF4 dis-
orders for three decades, to hear if he
was aware of an association between
adenoviral infection and spontane-
ous HIT. Warkentin, who is one of the
premier international anti-PF-4 dis-
orders researcher, wasn’t aware of the
condition.

Around the same time, Moll re-
ceived a phone call from Alison L. Ray-
bould, MD, a hematologist-oncologist
in Richmond, Virginia, a previous
trainee from UNC. She was seeing a
patient who had multiple blood clots,
a stroke and heart attack, arm and leg
deep-vein thrombosis (DVT), and se-
vere thrombocytopenia.

The patient had not been exposed to
heparin or vaccines. However, this pa-

tient’s severe illness had also started

with viral symptoms of cough and

fever, and she had tested positive for

l adenoviral infection. Testing for an

. anti-PF4 antibody also turned out
to be positive.

To help clarify the diagnoses of
the two patients, Warkentin imme-
diately offered to further test the
patients’ blood and samples were

~ directly to his laboratory in the
) Hamilton General Hospital for
further study. They confirmed
- thatthe antibodies were target-
ing platelet factor 4, much like
the HIT antibodies.
Surprisingly, the anti-
body resembled that of the
VITT and bound to PF4
’ _ﬂ- in the same region as
VITT antibodies do.
They concluded that
both the patients
) had “spontaneous
-\ HIT” or a VITT-
.\ like disorder, as-
sociated with an
adenovirus in-
fection.

M or e

Questions

Follow-
ing such
a  ground-

breaking
conclusion,
Moll and
colleagues
are  now
left with
many
questions
about the
preva-
lence of
the new
anti-PF4
disorder,
whether the
condition can
be caused by other
viruses, and why
this condition doesn’t
occur with every infection
with adenovirus. They also wonder
what preventative or treatment meas-
ures can be made to help patients who
develop the new, potentially deadly
anti-PF4 disorder. “How common is
the disorder?” asked Moll. “What de-
gree of thrombocytopenia raises the
threshold to test for anti-PF4 antibod-
ies? And then finally, how do we best
treat these patients to optimize the
chance that they will survive such a
potentially deadly disease?” — ant
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Saudi giants Al Hilal agree deal with PSG for Brazilian star Neymar

RIYADH: French champions
Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)
have agreed a deal to sell Brazil
forward Neymar to Saudi Pro
League side Al Hilal for a fee
understood to be about US$
98.5mn plus add-ons.

According to media reports, the
transfer is subject to the 31-year-
old completing a medical and all
necessary paperwork.

Neymar, who joined PSG for a
world record fee of US$ 243mn
in 2017, missed the Ligue 1
opener on Saturday. He has not

Chelsea,

Disasi earns points for the Blues against the

Reds in a thrilling match at Stamford Bridge

LONDON: Chelsea and Liverpool
played out a thrilling 1-1 draw at
Stamford Bridge on Sunday night.

A highly entertaining encounter
showcased the attacking quality of
both sides as Liverpool dominated
the early stages.

Mohamed Salah struck the bar
before the Egypt forward delivered
a stunning pass for Luis Diaz to
slide home the opening goal after
18 minutes.

Chelsea, in their first Premier

League game under new man-
ager Mauricio Pochettino, rallied
and drew level with an equaliser
from new signing Axel Disasi, who
scored from six yards after Liver-
pool failed to clear a set-piece.

Both sides had further chances
- with Liverpool keeper Alisson
saving well from Ben Chilwell
and Nicolas Jackson - but neither
could find a winner.

Chelsea’s new manager Pochet-
tino will have hoped to start his

Real sign Kepa on loan

MADRID: Real Madrid have
signed Spain goalkeeper Kepa Ar-
rizabalaga from Chelsea on a sea-
son-longloan, BBC Sport reported.

The 28-year-old will cover for
Madrid’s regular No.l1 Thibaut

Courtois, who will miss most of
the season with an anterior cruci-
ateligament injury. Kepa has made
163 appearances for Chelsea since
joining from Athletic Bilbao for in
August 2018. - agencies
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been made part of PSG coach
Luis Enrique’s plans for the new
season.

Neymar was understood to
be earning in the region of US$
27.3mn annually at the French
side.

He has made 173 appear-
ances for PSG, helping the
club win 13 trophies, includ-
ing five French top-flight league
titles, as well as reaching the 2020
Champions League final.

However, his time in the French
capital has also been hampered by

reign with a victory but there was
plenty for him to be satisfied about
as his new team recovered from
a shaky start to deliver many en-
couraging signs.

There is work to do on mak-
ing Chelsea more solid, but they
showed character to overcome a
sticky opening to make Alisson
the busier goalkeeper in the sec-
ond half and draw warm applause
from their supporters at the final
whistle.

New striker Jackson was power-
ful and industrious while left wing-
back Chilwell was a threat going
forward, not only bringing a save
from the Brazil goalkeeper but also
having a goal narrowly ruled out for
offside following a video assistant
referee intervention.

Pochettino knows there is work
to do but a point against a Liver-

anumber of ankle injuries.

The former Barcelona play-
er had surgery in March that
caused him to miss the rest of
the season and he only resumed
training in July.

He missed two of Brazil’s match-
es at the 2022 World Cup after be-
ing injured in their opening group
match.

The forward also missed the
2019 Copa America after suffering
torn ligaments in his right ankle
and was out for several weeks in
2021 with a similar injury.

pool team determined to recapture
their old position at the top of the
table represents a decent start to
the new campaign.

“We feel pleased but at the same
time disappointed because we
wanted to win and we deserved to
win, but it is only the beginning,”
said Pochettino.

“We have created a very good
way to work here and that is im-
portant. The connection from day
one has been fantastic.”

When Liverpool manager Ju-
rgen Klopp made the surprise
decision to replace Salah after 77
minutes the forward made little at-
tempt to disguise his unhappiness.

Salah had shown his usual mag-
ic in the first half, hitting the bar
then producing a brushstroke of
genius to set up Diaz’s opener.

As a result, there were plenty of

News of the Neymar deal comes
just 24 hours after PSG’s Kylian
Mbappe was reintegrated back
into first-team training after posi-
tive talks with the club.

The France forward, 24, had
been in a contract stand-off amid
a desire to join Real Madrid but
could now extend his contract at
PSG, with his current deal due to
expire next summer.

Last month, PSG gave Al Hi-
lal permission to talk to Mbappe
after the Saudi side made a
world-record US$ 329mn bid.

quizzical looks as he made his way
to the technical area, shaking his
head and throwing his wrist strap-
ping to the turf'as he did so.

Klopp said: “I can understand
because if Mo scored it would have
been a new record for goals scored
in the opening game but I didn’t
think about that.

“We needed stability and we
needed fresh legs. It was super in-
tense for everybody. That’s all I can
say aboutit. His reaction was abso-
lutely OK.”

For all Liverpool’s threat going
forward, and substitute Darwin
Nunez almost won it with a deflect-
ed shot in the last few seconds, Liv-
erpoollooked vulnerable at the back.

The visitors will nevertheless
be reasonably happy with a point,
although they thought they had
made it 2-0 when Salah scored in

Barcelona held by Getafe

MADRID: Barcelona were held
to a goalless draw by Getafe in
their La Liga debut on Sunday
evening.

Both sides finished with 10
players, after Raphinha’s dismiss-
al for elbowing Getafe defender
Gaston Alvarez in the first half,
while Getafe’s Jaime Mata
received a red card after the
interval.

Barca’s coach, Xavi Hernan-
dez, was also shown the red card
due to his apparent discontent
with Getafe’s fouling and time-
wasting tactics. This frustration
was evident as the referee added
a whopping 10 minutes of added
time in the first half and over 15
in the second. That period cul-
minated with VAR dismissing
what seemed a valid Barcelona
penalty appeal.

Osasuna’s two goals from
Ruben Garcia and Moi Gomez
spoiled Rafael Benitez’s mana-
gerial debut for Celta Vigo, seal-
ing a 2-0 victory at Balaidos
Stadium.

Las Palmas, marking their La
Liga return, drew 1-1 with Mal-
lorca. Jonathan Viera scored
with a 29th-minute penalty, and
despite Vedat Muriqgi’s missed
penalty for Mallorca, Antonio
Railio ensured a draw with a goal
in the 70th minute.

Militao set to miss season

Real Madrid’s Brazil interna-
tional defender Eder Militao
will miss the rest of the season
after the club confirmed that
the player ruptured his left
cruciate ligament in Satur-
day’s La Liga opener against
Athletic Bilbao.

The club confirmed the news
in a brief statement on their
official website, which states:
“Following tests carried out on
our player Eder Militao, he has
been diagnosed with a torn an-
terior cruciate ligament in his
left knee.”

The 25-year-old suffered the
injury in the 50th minute of his
side’s 2-0 win away to Athletic,

which came thanks to first half
goals from Rodrygo and Jude
Bellingham.

Militao slipped and fell badly
while challenging Athletic’s
Oihan Sancet for the ball, and
immediately called for medical
attention.

After receiving treatment on
the pitch, Militao was supported
by medical staff as he limped
off, and afterwards coach Carlo
Ancelotti admitted the injury
“doesn’t look good”.

Militao is the second Real Ma-
drid player to rupture a cruci-
ate ligament in three days, after
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
suffered the same injury in train-
ing on Thursday. - xinhua

If completed, the transfer will
continue a remarkable sum-
mer spending spree by Saudi
clubs, underlining the league’s
ambition to be one of the top
competitions in the world in the
next few years.

The likes of Karim Benzema,
N’Golo Kante, Jordan Henderson,
Ruben Neves, Sadio Mane and
Roberto Firmino have all moved
to Saudi Arabia. Portugal super-
star Cristiano Ronaldo joined Al
Nassr from Manchester United in
J anuary. - Agencies

Liverpool share spoils

the first half before it was ruled out
for offside by VAR.

However the flaws Klopp is try-
ing to address remain obvious, and
at least one more midfield signing
seems certain before the transfer
window closes.

Liverpool were angry they did
not receive a penalty for a handball
against Jackson but a point was
probably what they deserved.

“We scored a super first goal,
scored a sensational second goal
that was unfortunately offside,”
said Klopp.

“If you ask me if I was com-
pletely happy with the game, then
no, but I saw enough that we are a
step further in the right direction.
‘We had our moments. It was a super
intense game, a wild game in mo-
ments. We should have controlled it
more but couldn’t.” - gencies

Caicedo
set to join
Chelsea

LONDON: Chelsea have agreed
a deal to sign Brighton midfielder
Moises Caicedo for a British re-
cord fee of US$146mn, BBC Sport
reported on Monday.

Liverpool agreed a US$140mn
deal for the 21-year-old Ecuador
player on Friday.

But Caicedo’s preference is
Chelsea and they have finally suc-
ceeded with a bid after having a
succession of proposals rejected by
Brighton this summer.

The fee means Chelsea will
break the British record twice in
2023, following the US$ 135.8mn
purchase of Argentina midfielder
Enzo Fernandez in January.

Caicedo, who was left out of
Brighton’s squad for their season-
opening win at home to Luton
Town, is still to have a medical.

It is understood the initial fee
is US$126.9mn, with half of the
additional payments said to be
easily achievable, while Brighton
have also negotiated a sell-on
clause. Caicedo joined Brighton
from Ecuadorian side Independi-
ente del Valle for US$5mn in Feb-
ruary 2021, although he did not
make his Premier League debut
until Aprll 2022. - Agencies



TIMES OF OMAN TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2023 | B7

AT 1 |

‘ Annual carnival for scarecrows held in Lebanon

A scarecrow made from recycled materials is seen during an
annual carnival for scarecrows in Jezzine, Lebanon. xinhua

Ameesha Patel at
the premiere of
the film ‘Gadar 2’
Bollywood actress
Ameesha Patel at
the premiere of the
film ‘Gadar 2’,in
Mumbai. antphoto

View of meteor
shower in Civl-
jane, Croatia

This picture shows
a view of a meteor
shower in Civljane,
Croatia. xinhua

National Women’s
Day celebrated in
Tunisia

Women dressed in
traditional attire
celebrate the national
Women’s Day in Tunis,
Tunisia. xinhua

Argentina holds presidential primaries
Voters cast their ballots at a polling station
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Argentina held
presidential primary elections on Sunday
to elect the candidates for the general
elections scheduled for October 22. xinhua

World Nomads Fashion Festival held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
This picture shows a scene of the World Nomads Fashion Festival
in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. A celebration event was held here to mark
the 5th anniversary of the World Nomads Fashion Festival. xinhua
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People visit GAIKINDO Indonesia
Int’l Auto Show 2023 in Tangerang
People visit the booth of Chery at the
GAIKINDO Indonesia International
Auto Show (GIIAS) 2023 in
Tangerang of Banten province,
Indonesia. The GIIAS 2023 will last
till August 20. xinhua
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ISWKistudents achieve outstandin
results in AS Level examinations

Indian School Wadi Kabir Cambridge
International achieved a commendahle
total of 14 As in subjects including English
Language, Business, Information &
Technology, Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Accounting, Economics and Mathematics

MUSCAT: The students of In-
dian School Wadi Kabir Cam-
bridge International ISWKi) have
achieved outstanding results in
their AS Level examinations, and
we couldn’t be prouder.

On August 10, 2023, the much-
anticipated results were unveiled,
and we are excited to announce that
Mannat Ajmani has emerged as the
school topper, achieving an incred-
ible 7 As across all subjects. Moreo-
ver, our school achieved a com-
mendable total of 14 As in subjects
including English Language, Busi-
ness, Information & Technology, Bi-
ology, Chemistry, Physics, Account-

ing, Economics, and Mathematics.

We extend our warm congratu-
lations to each student for this
remarkable accomplishment. We
also want to express our grati-
tude to our dedicated educators
and parents whose hard work and
guidance have contributed signifi-
cantly to these achievements.

DN Rao, our Principal, had a spe-
cial message for our students. He
highlighted that while these results
are indeed a testament to their ef-
forts, they are just one step towards
realising their larger dreams and
goals. We believe in the immense
potential of each learner, and we are

T
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confident that they will continue to
shine in their future endeavours.

It’s worth noting that success
goes beyond examinations. Our
students possess arange of talents,
and we encourage them toembrace
life with enthusiasm, hold their
heads high, and always believe in
their extraordinary abilities. The
support of our school community,
including parents and educators,
has been instrumental in fostering
this spirit of excellence.

We take this moment to ac-
knowledge the hard work and
dedication of our educators and
the parents who have played an in-

strumental role in shaping our stu-
dents’ success. Each one of you has
contributed to this remarkable feat,
and we are immensely grateful.

Not only have our students
made their parents proud, but they
have also brought great honour
to our school and its teachers. As
the ISWKi family, we are excited
to carry forward this momentum,
continuing to achieve remarkable
results with the same enthusiasm
and dedication. Thank you for be-
ing a part of the journey that has
made us the #SchoolOfChoice.
Together, we will continue to in-
spire and nurture excellence.

Continental tyres’ exciting campaign ending soon

MUSCAT: Now customers can buy
Continental tyres and enjoy exclu-
sive benefits. Purchase 4 new Con-
tinental Tyres and get OMRA40 fuel
voucher. The campaign will end on
17 August, 2023 (Conditions apply.
Please visit Saud Bahwan Automo-
tive Tyre Retail outlets.)

Opting for Continental tyres for
your vehicle is the finest choice
one can make as Continental tyres
is renowned for prioritising safe-
ty on road. Manufactured with
world-class German tyre technol-
ogy Continental has developed
tyres that offer higher mileage,
better fuel efficiency, improved
braking on wet surfaces, and high
levels of safety and comfort.

Continental tyres make a good
choice because of their vast range
that has a tyre for every type of
vehicle and also their innovative
designs and special tread patterns.
Revolutionary features like Asym-
metrical Tread Pattern, Bionic
Contour, Flat Belt Concept and
Advanced Silica Technology result
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in performance that’s yet to meet
its match internationally.
Continental is also seriously
committed to the tuning market.
For Continental, it’s a highly tech-
nical & emotional experience. An
experience that pushes the limits
of possibility in a way that no tyre
has done before as tuning means
enhanced safety - because what’s
safe for very high speeds is espe-
cially safe for everyday motoring.
In Oman, the distributor for Con-
tinental tyres is Arabian Engineer-
ing Services — TBA Division (Tyres,
Batteries and Allied Products) a
part of the renowned Saud Bahwan
Group. Providing a Nationwide
Service network for its customers.
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India’s G-20 Presidency — A moment
of national pride and global solidarity

nthe joyous occasion

of 77th Independ-

ence Day of India, I

am proud to convey

my greetings and
best wishes to all Indian nationals
in the Sultanate of Oman.

As India marks the culmina-
tion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,
commemorating 75 years of in-
dependence of our beloved na-
tion, it is fitting that it is leading
the global effort towards peace,
sustainability and progress under
its Presidency of the G-20. A mil-
lennia old civilization and a proud
young nation is today at the global
crossroads, helping craft a global
consensus on the defining issues
of our time.

The vision of India’s G-20
Presidency of “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” exemplifies
its ideals of the essential unity
of humankind, its age-old testa-
ment to the protection and pres-
ervation of nature and the innate
belief of its people towards global
peace and amity.

As Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi has noted “Housing
one-sixth of humanity, and with
its immense diversity of lan-
guages, religions, customs and be-
liefs, India is a microcosm of the
world”. Today as the G-20 Presi-
dent, India is acting as an ‘agent
of change’ purposefully helping
craft consensus to address criti-
cal developmental issues such as
climate financing, debt vulnera-
bilities, ensuring progress on sus-
tainable development goals and

Over the past seven
decades, India has
fransformed itself into
the fastest-growing
major economy in the
world, an IT and digital
inclusion powerhouse,
a global food basket,
the pharmacy of the
world and a major
space power

evolving a framework for digital
public infrastructure.

The agenda of India’s Presi-
dency of the G-20 is inclusive,
ambitious, action-oriented, and
decisive and we are determined to
make ours a Presidency of healing,
harmony and hope, fostering with
our friends and partners from all
over the world, a new paradigm of
human-centric globalisation.

Friends,

On this joyous occasion, it is
also fitting to recall the remark-
able progress India has achieved
since its independence. Over the
past seven decades, India has

AMIT NARANG, Ambassador of India to the Sultanate of Oman

transformed itself into the fastest-
growing major economy in the
world, an IT and digital inclusion
powerhouse, a global food basket,
the pharmacy of the world and a
major space power. India’s jour-
ney from a developing nation to a
global player is a testament to the
resilience, innovation, and deter-
mination of our people.

As we celebrate this historic
occasion, I am delighted to reflect
upon the strong and enduring rela-
tionship between India and Oman.
India and Oman have forged a
robust partnership, built on the
foundation of mutual respect,

trust, and shared aspirations. Our
bilateral relations encompass a
wide array of sectors, including
trade and investment, defence and
security, energy, education, tour-
ism, space and cultural exchanges.
These multifaceted ties have flour-
ished, contributing to the prosper-
ity and progress of our peoples.
Trade between our nations has
more than doubled in two years,
reaching a record $12.4 billion in
fiscal year 2022-2023. Investment
ties between India and Oman
have also witnessed substan-
tial growth. There are more than
6,000 India-Oman joint ventures

‘Ajourney
fowards global
leadership’ >(2

9 Years, 1big footprint >C2
Powering Amrit Kaal >C3

Through Mann Ki Baat@100,
the tale of New India >C4

in Oman with estimated invest-
ment of over $7.5 billion with new
sectors of green hydrogen, mining
and green steel as the pathways to
the future. These impressive trade
and investment figures highlight
the strength and potential of our
economic engagement, fostering
win-win collaborations and creat-
ing new avenues for growth.
Education has also played a vital
role in fostering strong people-to-
people ties between our nations.
Indian educational institutions
and universities have attracted
Omani students seeking quality
education and specialised skills.

These educational exchanges en-
hance our understanding of each
other’s cultures, strengthen the
ties between our youth, and cre-
ate a bridge of knowledge and
friendship.

As we celebrate the Azaadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, it is imperative
to recognise the contribution of
the Indian diaspora in Oman. They
have played a vital role in promot-
ing goodwill, fostering cultural
understanding, and strengthening
the bonds between our nations.
With an estimated population of
nearly 700,000 Indian nationals in
Oman, they continue to be an in-
tegral part of Oman’s social fabric,
contributing to its development
and progress.

Let me conclude by remember-
ing the sacrifices of our freedom
fighters, whose indomitable cour-
age and determination paved the
way for our independence. Today,
we stand united as proud Indians,
cherishing the values of democ-
racy, diversity, and inclusivity that
define our great nation.

Let us reaffirm our commitment
to further strengthen the bonds
between India and Oman, to deep-
en our cooperation, and to work
together towards shared progress
and prosperity.

I also take this opportunity to
wish, on behalf of the Government
and people of India, greetings and
best wishes to His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, the Govern-
ment and the kind people of Oman
for continued peace, progress and
prosperity. Jai Hind!

Khimji Ramdas and the people of Oman
congratulate all Indians on the occasion of
India’s 77" Independence Day.

We take this moment to celebrate
Oman's ancient ties with India
and look forward to a future of
greater collaboration for

progress and prosperity.

CELEBRATING 4
AN oo

Best wishes to the
People of India on the occasion of
their 77th Independence Day.
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‘India’s technological revolution:
journey towards global leadership’

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister of India
Address at Bengaluru Tech Summit

tion have already impressed
the world. But the future will
be much bigger than our present.
Because India has: Innovative
youth and increasing tech access.
The power of India’s youth is
known across the world. They
have ensured tech globalisation
and talent globalisation. Health-
care, management, finance - you
will find young Indians leading
many domains.
‘We are using our talent for glob-
al good. Even in India, their impact

India’s technology and innova-

is being seen. India jumped to the
40th rank in the Global Innovation
Index this year. In 2015, we were
ranked 81! The number of unicorn
start-ups in India has doubled
since 2021! We are now the 3rd
largest start-up hub in the world.
We have over 81,000 recognised
startups. There are hundreds of
international companies that have
R&D centres in India. This is due
to India’s talent pool.

Indian youth are being empow-
ered by increasing tech access. A
mobile and data revolution is hap-
pening in the country. In the last
8 years, Broadband connections
rose from 60 million to 810 million,
Smartphone users went from 150

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

million to 750 million. The growth
of the internet is faster in rural
areas than in urban areas. A new
demographic is being connected
to the information superhighway.
For a long time, technology was
seen as an exclusive domain. It
was said to be only for the high and
mighty. But India has shown how
to democratise technology. India
has also shown how to give tech a
human touch. In India, technol-
ogy is a force of equality and em-
powerment. The world’s largest
health insurance scheme Ayush-
man Bharat provides a safety net
for nearly 200 million families.
It means, about 600 million peo-
ple! This programme is run based
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HAPPY INDIAN
INDEPENDENCE DAY

i ohe

On the joyous occasion of Indian Independence Day,

we extend our gratitude to the visionary

leaders who played a pivotal role in fostering a sense of friendship,
unity, and prosperity among us.

LONG LIVE INDO-OMAN FRIENDSHIP

Lullu

Where the world comes to shop

on a tech platform. India ran the
world’s largest COVID-19 vaccine
drive. It was run through a tech-
based platform called COWIN.
Let us go from the health sector
to education. India has one of the
largest online repositories of open
courses. There are thousands of
courses available across different
subjects. Over 10 million success-
ful certification have happened.
This is all done online and free.
Our data tariffs are among the low-
estin the world.

During COVID-19, low data
costs helped poor students to at-
tend online classes. Without this,
two precious years would have
been lost for them. >C4

3 Vears, One
blg footprint

BYDR. S. JAISHANKAR,
FExternal Affairs Minister

THE FOREIGN Minister, writ-
ing on Modi govt’s 9th anniver-
sary, argues not only is India’s
diplomacy far more influential,
its handling of a volatile world is
also much more sophisticated:

As the Modi government com-
pletes nine years in office, foreign
policy would certainly be among
the domains where it has made
an impact. This is increasingly
recognised by the world and in
India itself. It is visible in its new
approaches like Neighbourhood
First and SAGAR, mechanisms
like Quad and I2U2 and initia-
tives such as the International
Solar Alliance. India is perceived
as a responsible development
partner, a First Responder, and a
voice of the Global South. Each of
these aspects reflects a quest to-
wards becoming aleading power.

India’s rise takes place in a
volatile and wuncertain world.
The turbulence of our era will
not only have to be managed, but
where possible even leveraged.
Ongoing conflicts and big power
competition determine the larg-
er landscape. Indian diplomacy
has responded through optimal
positioning vis a vis the major
power centres, less by hedging
and more through active pursuit
of interests and values. Our inde-
pendence of policy and action has
been a defining characteristic. In
these nine years, many key part-
ners have also witnessed radi-
cally different administrations.
Yet India has ensured the trajec-
tory of partnerships that remains
consistently positive.

The Covid pandemic is the
transformational event of our
times. It highlighted the econom-
ic concentration and its ensuing
vulnerabilities that character-
ise globalisation. Forging reli-
able and resilient supply chains
is therefore a key to de-risking.
India seeks to participate in that
endeavour through Make in In-
dia, PLI schemes and Gati Shakti.
PM Modi’s foreign policy focuses
on exploring global opportuni-
ties, building deep strengths,
absorbing  technology and
best practices, and expanding
employment.

Our growing digital existence
has brought to the fore concerns
of trust and transparency. Criti-
cal and emerging technologies
are gaining salience by the day.
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This is particularly so in regard
to communication, mobility, en-
ergy and health. New domains
of competition are also visible,
enabled by radical breakthroughs
in diverse fields. As the knowl-
edge economy encounters demo-
graphic constraints, Indian tal-
ent is a powerful card. Fostering
trusted collaboration and making
technology choices are conse-
quently of utmost importance.

Envisaging a global work-
place, the Modi government has
concluded numerous mobility
agreements, ensured fair-play for
our professionals and students
abroad, while securing them
in times of distress. The Vande
Bharat Mission and Operations
Ganga and Kaveri are recent
reminders.

India is today the most popu-
lous nation; the fifth largest econ-
omy and growing. But its greater
influence comes from the power
of ideas and initiatives. Whether
it is climate action or counter-
terrorism, connectivity or mari-
time security, financial inclu-
sion or food security, India has
actively shaped discussions and
outcomes.

The Coalition for Disaster Re-
silient Infrastructure, Interna-
tional Year of Millets and Life-
style for Environment (LiFE)
are notable expressions. Much of
how India influences the world
is through its own policies and
delivery. When we ensure digital
public goods and plug leakages,
promote renewables and encour-
age energy efficiency or produce
vaccines on scale and create a
massive safety net, these are ex-
amples for others.

A willingness to share has also
gained deep global appreciation.
Vaccine Maitri, which made us
the source for almost 100 na-
tions, created abiding goodwill.
On a more recurring basis, 600
development projects spanning
78 nations testify to our interna-
tionalism. And not least, India’s
emergence as a First Responder
in disaster situations like Tur-
kiye recently underlines its
capabilities.

India’s expanding diplomatic
footprint reflects its growing in-
terests. Vital partners need to
be engaged continuously and in-
tensively, but others too deserve
attention. The frequency and ex-
panse of high-level interactions
has been widely welcomed by our
partners. >C4



II’I]/
. ""ll--.., :

Powering Amrit Kaal

HARDEEP S PURI

Union Minister for Petroleum &
Natural Gas and Housing &
Urban Affairs

AN INTEGRATED approach
that focuses on renewable energy
along with exploration of tradi-
tional fuels is the key to energy
security in the next 25 years.

As the world’s fastest-growing
major economy with rising en-
ergy needs, India will account for
approximately 25 per cent of the
global energy demand growth be-
tween 2020-2040, as per BP en-
ergy outlook and IEA estimates.
Ensuring energy access, avail-
ability and affordability for our
large population is imperative.
This makes our case sui generis
and has driven our energy strat-
egy, now acknowledged the world
over as being pragmatic and
balanced.

How has India managed

todo this?

When petrol and diesel prices
went up by 35-40 per cent in the
US, Canada, Spain and the UK,
and despite importing over 85
per cent of its crude oil require-
ments and 55 per cent of its natu-
ral gas requirements, prices of
diesel in India have actually gone
down in the last 1 year. When
several countries in our neigh-
bourhood have had dry outs and
power cuts to manage demand,
there has been no shortage of
fuel anywhere in India, even dur-
ing floods and natural calamity
situations.

This was made possible due to
the vision of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for ensuring energy
justice. The Centre and many
BJP-ruled states announced
massive cuts in excise duty and
VAT rates, twice. Oil PSUs, be-
ing good corporate citizens, ab-
sorbed huge losses to ensure that
the massive hikes in the prices of

crude oil and natural gas in the
international market were not
passed on to Indian consumers.
Subsidised APM gas for the city
gas distribution sector was dras-
tically increased even at the cost
of cutting down the captive use
of domestic gas by our own PSUs.
We even imposed an export cess
on petrol, diesel and ATF, and a
windfall tax on domestically pro-
duced petroleum products to pre-
vent refiners and producers from
profiteering at the cost of domes-
tic consumers. Over the years,
India has expanded its network
of crude oil suppliers from 27 na-
tions to 39 nations. India has also
further strengthened ties with
countries like the US (energy
trade has gone up 13 times in the
last four years) and Russia to en-
sure a reliable supply of crude oil.
This strategic market card, as the
world’s third-largest importer,
not only ensured affordable ener-
gy for Indian consumers but also
had a calming effect on global pe-
troleum markets.

‘What is inescapable is that In-
dia’s purchase of petroleum prod-
ucts from certain nations has ac-
tually kept the global demand and
supply of around 98-100 million
barrels/day balanced, thereby
keeping oil prices in check for the
global value chain. Had this not
been done, global prices would
have shot up to $300/barrel.

‘We are working on both tradi-
tional fuel exploration as well as
energy transition. Our reforms
in making India an attractive
energy and power destination
are reflected in the consulting
firm Wood Mackenzie noting
that India could be the licencing
wildcard of 2023. By 2025, India
wants to boost its net geographic
area under exploration from 8
per cent (0.25 million sq km) to
15 per cent (0.5 million sq km). It
hasreduced the prohibited /no-go
areas in our exclusive economic

zone (EEZ) by 99 per cent, re-
leasing nearly 1 million sq km for
exploration.

However, as demonstrated by
PM Modi at Glasgow, we remain
steadfast in our climate change
commitments - becoming net-
zero in emissions by 2070 and
cutting down emissions by 1 bil-
lion tonnes by the end of 2030.

We are also rapidly expanding
our petrochemical production,
in line with the massive increase
in living standards and rapid ur-
banization. India is a global ex-
porter of petroleum products and
its refining capacity is the fourth-
largest in the world after the US,
China, and Russia. Efforts are
underway to further enhance this
capacity to 450 MMT by 2040.
The refining capacity expansion
was also one of the major factors
in ensuring fuel price stability
during the international oil price
volatilities of last year.

India is also accelerating its ef-
forts to move towards a gas-based
economy by increasing the share
of gas from the current 6.3 per
cent to 15 per cent by 2030. India
has connected more than 90.5
million families with clean cook-
ing fuel in the past nine years.
PNG connections have increased
from 2.28 million in 2014 to over
10 million in 2023. The number
of CNG stations in India has gone
up from 938 in 2014 to 4,900 in
2023. Since 2014, India has in-
creased the length of its gas pipe-
line network from 14,700 km to
22,000 km in 2023.

At the recently-concluded In-
dia Energy Week 2023, India took
agiant stride in its biofuel revolu-
tion by launching E20 - 20 per
cent ethanol-blended gasoline,
which will be rolled out in 15 cit-
ies across the country in the next
two years. India’s ethanol blend-
ing gasoline has grown from just
1.53 per cent in 2013-14 to 10.17
per centin 2023.

Don’t litter a beautiful
country like OMAN.

Ensure proper disposal of garbage.
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Independence Day Greetings
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to the People and the Government of India

On the occasion of India’s 77" Independence Day,
Larsen & Toubro extends its best wishes for a brighter future.
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A journey towards
global leadership

<FROM India is using tech-

c z nology as a weapon
in the war against
poverty.

Under Svamitva scheme, we
are using drones to map lands
in rural areas. Then, property
cards are given to the people.
This reduces land disputes. It
also helps the poor to access
financial services and credit.
During COVID-19, many coun-
tries were struggling with a
problem. They knew people
needed help. They knew benefit
transfers would help. But they
did not have the infrastructure
to take benefits to people. But
India showed how technology
could be a force for the good.

Our Jan Dhan Aadhar Mobile
Trinity gave us the power to di-
rectly transfer benefits. Benefits
went directly to authenticated
and verified beneficiaries. Bil-
lions of rupees reached the bank
accounts of the poor.

During COVID-19, every-
one was worried about small
businesses. We helped them
but we went one step further.
‘We helped street vendors ac-
cess working capital to restart
businesses. Those who start
using digital payments are
given incentives. This is mak-
ing digital transactions a way
of life for them.

Have you heard of a govern-
ment running a successful
e-commerce platform? It has
happened in India. We have the
Government  e-Marketplace,
also called GeM. It is a plat-
form where small traders and
businesses fulfil the govern-
ment’s needs. Technology has
helped small businesses find a
big customer. At the same time,
this has reduced the scope for
corruption.

Similarly, technology has
helped with online tendering.

This has accelerated projects
and boosted transparency. It
has also hit a procurement value
of Rs one trillion last year.

Innovation 1is important.
But when backed by integra-
tion, it becomes a force. Tech-
nology is being used to end si-
los, enable synergy and ensure
service. On a shared platform,
there are no silos.

Take, for example, the PM
Gati Shakti National Master-
plan. India is investing over
Rs100 trillion in infrastructure
over the next few years. The
number of stakeholders in any
infra project is huge.

Traditionally, in India, big
projects were often delayed.
Exceeding expenses, and ex-
tending timelines used to be
common. But now, we have the
Gati Shakti shared platform.
The central government, state
governments, district admin-
istrations, different depart-
ments can coordinate. Each of
these knows what the other is
doing. Information relating to
projects, land use and institu-
tions are available at a single
place. So, each stakeholder sees
the same data. This improves
coordination and solves prob-
lems even before they occur. It
is accelerating approvals and
clearances.

India is no more a place
known for red tape. It is known
for red carpet for investors.
Whether it is FDI reforms, or
liberalisation of drone rules,
Or steps in the semiconductor
sector, Or the production in-
centive schemes in various sec-
tors, Or the rise of ease of doing
business,

India has many excellent
factors coming together. I in-
vite you all to work with us as
we lead the world in solving its
problems.

Through Mann Ki Baat@100,
the tale of New India

PIYUSH GOYAL

Minister of Commerce & Industry,
Consumer Affairs & Food & Public
Distribution and Textiles

M Modi has sought to edu-
Pcate, guide, mentor and
motivate fellow Indians to
work for social change and nation-
al development beginning with
their communities
The airing of the 100th epi-
sode of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s unique monthly radio out-
reach, Mann Ki Baat, is a mile-
stone. ‘Mann Ki Baat’ is central to
the PM’s deep connection with the
masses, who regard him as a car-
ing, compassionate and decisive
leader who is transforming the
country to improve their lives.

Since the first episode of Mann
KiBaat on October 3, 2014, the PM
has struck a rare chord with our
countrymen, who have responded
enthusiastically and reached out
to him month after month to share
their accomplishments, joys, con-
cerns and their valuable sugges-
tions for New India.

This regular outreach to coun-
trymen has no parallel in terms of
reach and popularity - a fact that
has been globally applauded. Ital-
ian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
recently described PM Modi as the
world’s “most loved” leader, while
the US Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo observed that the Indi-
an Prime Minister was an “unbe-
lievable visionary” and the world’s
most popular leader with the com-
mitment to move India forward as
a global power.

Mann Ki Baat captures the
pulse of the nation in its progress
towards becoming a developed
country, in Amrit Kaal. Mann Ki
Baat has attracted and inspired
crores of Indians. The number of
listeners has risen with each epi-
sode. PM Modi has sought to edu-
cate, guide, mentor and motivate
fellow Indians to work for social
change and national development
beginning with their communi-

ties. Importantly, as Union Home
Minister Amit Shah pointed out,
Mann Ki Baat has been completely
apolitical in nature.

The PM’s Modi regular commu-
nication evokes a powerful sense
of pride in the motherland. He has
highlighted local art and artisans,
giving them much-needed rec-
ognition and brand value to help
them reach out to buyers in India
and abroad. It has also promoted
khadi, which boosts the rural
economy.

The impact of the programme
can be comprehended from the
fact that since Modiji’s mention of
domestic toy-making and support
for the local toy industry in Mann
Ki Baat, the import of toys fell
sharply by 70 per cent from $371
million in 2018-19 to $110 million
in 2021. Exports grew to $326 mil-
lion from $202 million.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic which disrupted lives and
economies across the world, the
monthly address lifted the spirit
of the nation and infused a sense
of positivity and cheer. PM Modi
reached out to truck drivers and
pilots through this programme and
boosted their morale. He alsohad a
word of appreciation for all Covid
warriors. Another important di-
mension of Mann Ki Baat is that it
gave ahuge impetus to several flag-
ship initiatives of the government
and transformed them into mass
movements.

These include Swachh Bharat
(Clean India) and Beti Bachao and
Beti Padhao (Save & Educate he
girl child). Another eloquent ex-
ample is the resounding success of
“Selfie with Daughter”. Domestic
tourism has got a huge boost.

Apart from widespread social
awareness of cleanliness thanks to
the Swachhta Abhiyaan, the mes-
sage of water conservation was
disseminated nationally with a
sense of urgency.

Similarly, the protection of the
environment has now evolved
into a movement. Mann Ki Baat
acknowledges the strength and
power of 1.4 billion people and mo-
tivates them to give their best in
the mission of nation-building.

It is now being broadcast in 23
Indian and 11 foreign languages
recording the nation’s develop-
mental journey under the PM’s ex-
traordinary leadership.

In these 100 broadcasts, he has
covered and highlighted a wide
array of topics, including weather,
environment, cleanliness, social
issues, indigenous crafts, exami-
nations, clean India, fit India, sav-
ing and educating the girl child,
water conservation, being vocal
for local products, self-reliant In-
dia and celebrating the cultural
diversity of our great nation.

Mann Ki Baat episodes feature
inspirational stories about unsung
heroes, grassroots champions and
changemakers across India.

New road, rail
connectivity

<FROM Thisis astrue of imme-
c diate neighbours like

Sri Lanka and Nepal as

in the Gulf, or indeed in
Africa, Europe or Latin America.
Creating collective formats such
as with the Pacific Islands, Carib-
bean community, Nordic nations
or Africa has imparted a sustain-
able efficiency to the process.

Foreign policy begins on our
borders and understandably, that
has seen the greatest transforma-
tion. A generous and non-recipro-
cal approach to immediate neigh-
bours has been backed by vastly
improved project delivery. As a
result, regionalism in South Asia
is making rapid strides, reflected
in new road, rail and waterway
connectivity, power grids, fuel
pipelines and border crossing fa-
cilities. Improvements in the hard
infrastructure have been matched
by arrangements to facilitate flow
of goods and services.

A shared response to the Covid
challenge has also strengthened a
sense of solidarity. India’s support
for Sri Lanka during its economic
crisis has had a strong resonance
as well.

While development has been
the main focus, challenges that
emerged to our national security
have been countered firmly. This
includes the robust military de-
ployment in our border areas to
ensure that the status quo is not
unilaterally altered by China. And
a set of policies and actions to del-
egitimise and respond to cross-
border terrorism from Pakistan.

An India that is more Bharat
takes greater pride in its heritage
and traditions.

Their expression at the interna-
tional stage is essential to multipo-
larity and indeed, to India’s rise.
The celebration of yoga and propa-
gation of ayurveda are important
beginnings as also the creation of
a lexicon. The broader goal of pro-
moting a better global understand-
ing of India’s perspectives and be-
liefs is work in progress.

“AZADI KA AMRUTH MAHOTSAV"
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NEW INDIA -ASSURANCE

Our Address - Building No. 931, Way No. 4911,
Al Nahdha Street, Next to German Embassy,
Hamriyah, Sultanate of Oman.

Tel.: 24838800 | Fax: 24838899
E-mail: niamct@omantel.net.om
Website: www.newindiaoman.com

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT:
HAMRIYA -24838800, RUWI- 24780639, SEEB- 24422709, AMERAT -24978445, BARKA -26984136, SOHAR- 26842593,

NIZWA -24567615, SALALAH- 23295613, MABELAH -24459056
"PURCHASE POLICIES ONLINE, VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.NEWINDIAOMAN.COM"
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CHANGAN AUTO

> o Changan model today!

Easy to own with low monthly installments.

i

for 6 years

EMI

for 6 years

2.0L Turbo Engine, 224 hp, 8-speed AT

1.4L Turbo Engine, 156 hp, 7-speed DCT for 6 years

EADO

1.4L Turbo Engine, 155 hp, 7-speed DCT for 6 years

EMI

ALSVIN

1.5L Engine, 105 hp, 5-speed DCT

for 6 years

(KNOW MORE)

*Easy Monthly Installment is calculated based on 20% down payment, for 6 years loan tenure. Subject to credit approvals from banks only. Applicable on vehicles purchased for
personal use. Images shown are for illustrative purpose only. Specification may vary as per the model variant. To know more, please visit the Changan Showroom.
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abia u utomonblies Qurum 94641010, Mawaleh 97888180, Sohar 95351200 $Y www.changanoman.com .4 800 50800
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and Equipment LLC Barka 96581495, Ibra 95500965, |bri 79326176 ﬁ

Nizwa 94962202, Salalah 96562624, Buraimi 94419793 © changanoman

C.R. No: 1232361


https://wa.me/96897888180
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novagram
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Let Novagram
tell your story =2

Infographics
Infomercials

TV Ads

Corporate Videos

Insta Reels

Video Editing
Multimedia & Animation
Studio Services

CALL US:

Sl 19959 H

sales@novagram.om
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Muscat Media Group
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