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bags by 2027 in phases

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Environment Authority (EA) has
issued a decision (No 8/2024)
to ban the use of all kinds of plas-
tic shopping bags by January
2027 in a phased manner.

The timeline drawn by EA tar-
gets specific sectors every six
months, beginning with July 1,
2024 set for pharmacies, hospi-
tals and clinics.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, Dr
Mohammad Majid al Kasbi, Di-
rector of Department of Chemi-
cal Materials at EA, informed
that the decision to eventually
ban all kinds of plastic shopping
bags in the country was in draft-
ing since 2012 and involved the
cooperation of competent au-
thorities. “The authority has de-
veloped a plan to prevent the
spread of plastic bags gradually
and help people implement it
easily.”

The decision factors in as-
pects of establishing factories for
environmentally friendly bags
and plastic waste recycling,
Kasbi added.

"We now have ten factories
producing environmentally-frie-
ndly bags and 18 factories recy-
cling plastic waste in an effort to
achieve Oman Vision 2040 and
a sustainable environment to
promote a circular economy.”

EAis coordinating efforts with

DR MOHAMMAD AL KASBI

several relevant authorities, in-
cluding Consumer Protection
Authority, be'ah and the Ministry
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion to spread
awareness on the significance of
using environmentally friendly

bags.
“"We have distributed
500,000 environmentally

friendly bags since 2021. EA's ini-
tiatives target school and univer-
sity students and citizen's homes
in all governorates. Awareness
campaigns are held in coopera-
tion with the governor's offices in

wilayats. Many commercial cen-
tres have agreed to offer cus-
tomers eco-friendly bags for
free,” Kasbi said.

“The new decision prohibits
companies, institutions and indi-
viduals from using single-use
plastic shopping bags of less
than 50 micron thickness.”

He informed that violators of
the decision will be liable to pay
a fine of no less than RO50 and
no more than RO1,000. The fine
will double in case of a repeat vi-
olation.

About the alternatives avail-

able, Kasbi said, “Multiple-use
eco-friendly bags made of cloth,
paper or other organic materials
can be used. These bags can be
used over hundreds of times,
while plastic shopping bags are
used only once and take more
than a thousand years to de-
grade.”

He added that EA will con-
tinue to launch initiatives, con-
duct awareness campaigns and
distribute environmentally
friendly bags among members of
society, and that the authority
hopes all citizens and residents

Oman to ban plastic shopping

(Image for illustrative purpose)

will cooperate and use environ-
mentally-friendly plastic bags to
achieve the plan.

“Achieving Oman Vision
2040, which focuses on long-
term sustainable development,
will be expedited with these ef-
forts contributing to a cleaner
and healthier environment for fu-
ture generations. It's essential to
continue raising awareness
among the public about the en-
vironmental impact of plastic
and encouraging responsible
consumption.”

Continued on

Airbridge established
to send aid to Gaza

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has established an air-
bridge to deliver relief materials
to the Gaza Strip. The delivery of
aid, directed by His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik, is being
undertaken by Oman Charitable
Organisation (OCO).

The charity dispatched essen-
tial supplies through the Rafah
crossing on Sunday.

A statement issued by OCO
said, ‘Continuing Omani aid, the
organisation is operating an air-
bridge consisting of five aircraft
to the Al Arish Airport in Egypt,
loaded with relief and food sup-
plies, presented to the Palestinian
people in the Gaza Strip through
the Rafah border crossing.’

In a call to philanthropists,
OCO said individuals can con-
tribute to the Palestinian cause
via ONEIC payment machines
and bank transfers to two ac-
counts - Bank  Muscat
0423010869610013 and Oman
Arab Bank 3101006200500.

Donations can be made throu-
gh text messages. Omantel sub-
scribers can send ‘donate’ to
90022, Ooredoo subscribers
‘Palestine’ to 90909, and Renna
subscribers can use the code
181092#

OCO informed that donations
are also accepted via www.jood.
om or its website: www.oco.
org.om

Oman warns against
Rafah offensive
The sultanate categorically re-

jected the lIsraeli occupation
forces’ move to storm the Pales-
tinian city of Rafah, which is now
sheltering hundreds of thousands
of unarmed civilians displaced
from the northern part of the
Gaza Strip.

Oman noted that the chaotic
situation was a direct outcome of
Israel's brutal aggression that left
close to 30,000 dead and tens of
thousands wounded or missing.

In a statement issued by the
Foreign Ministry on Sunday,
Oman pointed out that Israel’s
action was in flagrant defiance of
international law and interna-
tional human charters. It also
warned against serious fallouts of
this persistent and indiscriminate
aggression in the Gaza Strip.

In the statement, Oman reiter-
ated its plea to the international
community to take concrete
measures to put to practice the
global political positions to ad-
dress Israel's arrogance and force
it to accept a ceasefire and pro-
vide humanitarian needs for the
displaced population in Gaza.

Holiday
declared today
due torains

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has declared an official
holiday on Monday in view of the
inclement weather conditions
that the sultanate is experiencing.

Oman News Agency stated
that the decision has been taken
in the public interest.

‘Monday will be an official hol-
iday for employees in the units of
the state's administrative appa-
ratus and workers in private sec-
tor establishments in all
governorates, except Dhofar and
Al Wusta,' the statement said.

Workers may be employed on
Monday if necessary, considering
compliance with general precau-
tions and occupational health and
safety requirements, provided
that they are compensated for
the day.

Moderate to heavy rains
lashed several governorates on
Sunday. The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation, Research and Innovation
suspended classes in public and
private schools and colleges in all
governorates except Dhofar and
Al Wusta on Monday.

Rains in the range of 40mm to
80mm are expected in some
places with downdraft winds in
the range of 15 and 35 knots,
leading to overflowing wadis.

Finn Fisher-Black wins Stage
2 of Tour of Oman

‘Together We Progress’ forum
spurs public-private dialogue

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The second edition of the 'To-
gether We Progress'
opened on Sunday under the
auspices of H H Sayyid Theyazin
bin Haitham al Said, Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth.

Organised by the Secretariat
General of Council of Ministers,
the forum serves as a crucial
platform for enhancing commu-
nication and trust between the
government and the community,
aiming to foster a better under-
standing of government policies,
development programmes and
initiatives while gathering citizen
feedback.

The opening day featured ses-
sions where ministers high-
lighted institutional strategies
aligned with the goals of Oman
Vision 2040, sharing data and
insights of future projects to pro-
mote transparency and inform
citizens about government en-
deavours.

H E Dr Hilal al Sabti, Minister
of Health, announced the ap-
proval of 15 investment projects
in the medical and pharmaceuti-
cal sectors, highlighting the sul-
tanate's commitment to a
sustainable healthcare system.
He also informed about expan-
sion of healthcare units and hos-
pitals across the country under
the decentralisation policy,
alongside an increase in opera-
tional hours to address appoint-
ment backlogs. Omanisation rate
in the health sector now stands
at 71%.

While addressing the need of
economic diversification and en-
trepreneurship to create oppor-
tunities for graduates, H E Dr
Rahma bint Ibrahim al Mahrouqi,
Minister of Higher Education, Re-

forum

H E DR RAHMA AL MAHROUQI

search and Innovation, empha-
sised the fact that aligning aca-
demic programmes with the
labour market needs does not
ensure immediate job placement
for all graduates. She urged grad-
uates to be proactive in creating
jobs by engaging in en-
trepreneurship and being open to
international employment op-
portunities.

H E Dr Madiha bint Ahmed al

Shaibani, Minister of Education,
announced plans to construct 29
school buildings within the year
to reduce reliance on evening
schools and highlighted the ap-
pointment of 18,679 Omani
teachers from 2016 to 2023.

Citing the essential role of
women in social progress and
their potential for leadership po-
sitions, H E Dr Laila bint Ahmed
al Najjar, Minister of Social De-
velopment, spoke against the
trend of early retirement by
women. She urged women's
continued engagement in the
workforce to maximise their con-
tribution to the country. “The
earlier a woman leaves, the
greater the country’s loss,” she
said.

Nasser Khamis al Jashmi,
Chairman of Tax Authority and
Chairman of Board of Directors
of the Social Protection Fund, de-
tailed the social protection sys-
tem's role in offering benefits,
insurance, savings programmes
and supplementary pro-
grammes, with over 1.39mn ben-
eficiaries to date, highlighting the
extensive reach of childhood
benefits to 1,144,293.
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Fun, fitness and food - Endless possibilities

In recent years, there has been a steady increase
in lifestyle diseases in Oman, particularly diabetes
in children, underscoring a pressing need for
widespread health awareness and preventive
measures. Towards this end, His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik issued a Royal Order earlier this
month for an annual budget for diabetes care in
children. What else needs to be done to
encourage healthy lifestyle among children?
Here’s what Muscat Daily readers said -

Khalid al Balushi
Filmmaker

This is the age of technology and we must take help from
digital platforms for wellness campaigns. Engaging and in-
formative content disbursed through social media, websites
and mobile apps can reach a wide audience. Celebrities or
even people of power can pass on health messages to
youngsters. Embracing technology as a tool for positive
change can enhance the impact of health promotion among
children.

Salim al Habsi
Private sector employee

One of the easy solutions can be in encouraging healthy
lifestyles that extend beyond the classroom. Voluntary ser-
vices that involve parents, caregivers and local authorities
play a crucial role. Organising workshops, seminars and
health-focused events on lifestyle ailments and problems
can also encourage sustained lifestyle changes in children.

Salman al Kindi
Salesman

Every good habit starts from home or school. Education
plays a crucial role in shaping children's habits. Implement-
ing policies that promote healthy eating options in school
cafeterias by limiting the availability of sugary snacks and

6)

e YOURSAY

drinks must be made compulsory. Parents should encour-
age children to get out to playgrounds instead of sitting in
front of the gaming console.

Mehdi Alam
Businessman

| feel that the best way is by investing in recreational spaces
and facilities. It is important to promote physical activities
among children. Public parks, sports complexes and play-
grounds provide avenues for enjoyable exercise. Also, there
can be sports competitions all year round. This will not only
contribute to physical health but also encourage social in-

NEXT ON Muscat Municipality installed 12 public restrooms in Seeb and
Quriyat beaches last week. Which other areas need such services
and what can be done immediately to reduce littering on beaches?

(Image for illustrative purpose)

teraction and community bonding.

Khalid al Jabri
Businessman

This is alarming news and we must have more educational
initiatives. Parents must be devoted to fostering a culture
of healthy living among children. Spare the rod and spoil the
child; parents must be strict with children about sleep time,
food habits and exercising. It is important to implement ed-
ucational initiatives in schools and communities. By raising
awareness on the importance of balanced diets, regular ex-
ercise and the risks associated with sedentary lifestyles, we

SEND YOUR COMMENTS

Share your comments in not more than 50 words along with your
full name and profession before next Sunday, 10am, via WhatsApp,

can empower the younger generation to make informed
choices for their well-being.

Chaamu
Fitness and nutrition specialist

Children are growing up without being taught the impor-
tance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Basic learning and
better learning always begin at school. A healthy lifestyle is
associated with school camps, where educators, parents
and students gather to watch videos illustrating the conse-
quences of supporting children's junk food addiction.
Stands selling nutritious food should be available. The best
students should be chosen to present presentations on nu-
trition and habits. Instead of medical camps, health camps
should be introduced.

Raisa Saiki
Entrepreneur

Encourage fun physical activities at school, as well as nu-
trition education for students and parents/caregivers.

Sundaramany Mani
Private sector employee

Ban sugary drinks, salted chips, mayonnaise in sandwiches
and unhealthy cooking oils.

Nurgul Rakhimova
Housewife

A lot depends on parents, as feeding starts with them. Phys-
ical fitness is closely connected to a healthy lifestyle. If a
child is encouraged to participate in sports, both the parents
and the child will understand that it requires a healthy diet,
among other things. Therefore, this is a complex task where
the role of parents is significant, and other factors like sports
and school meals serve as support. Essentially, Oman needs
to have more affordable sports clubs, and food in schools
and kindergartens must be healthy. It would be beneficial if
a budget was allocated for such initiatives.
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Oman in talks to host annual Russian Seasons festival

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman is holding discussions with
Russia to host the international
cultural programme 'Russian
Seasons’, marking a significant
step in cultural diplomacy be-
tween the two nations.

On Sunday, H E Salem bin Mo-
hammed al Mahrougi, Minister of
Heritage and Tourism, held dis-
cussions with Olga Borisovna
Lyubimova, Russian Minister of
Culture.

Their meeting centred on
strengthening bilateral ties in

tourism, culture and heritage, in-
cluding the possibility of Oman
hosting the Russian Seasons.
The ministers also deliberated
on organising joint programmes
and enhancing cooperation with
Russian museums, building on
the success of existing partner-
ships, notably with Russia's es-
teemed  State  Hermitage
Museum.

The discussions come in the
wake of Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov's visit to Mus-
cat in July 2023, when he
expressed interest in showcas-
ing Russian artistic talent in

(Supplied photo)

Oman through tours and exhibi-
tions drawn from Russia's pre-
mier museums. “There is
interest in organising tours for
Russian performers and, proba-
bly, the ambitious Russian Sea-
sons tours in Oman,” he said.
Russian Seasons is an expan-
sive initiative designed to show-
case the richness of Russian
culture globally. It encompasses
awide array of cultural presenta-
tions, including performances by
theatre groups and orchestras,
museum  exhibitions, circus
shows and educational activities,
reaching an international audi-

ence with the essence of Russian
traditions.

Since its inception, Russian
Seasons has successfully toured
Japan, Italy, Germany, and more
recently, South Korea and Bel-
gium. The programme's journey
continued through Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan in 2023, with
Brazil slated as the upcoming
host this year. Looking ahead,
Bahrain is set to welcome Rus-
sian Seasons in 2025, commem-
orating 35 years of diplomatic
relations between Russia and
Bahrain.

Additionally, the ministers dis-

cussed strategies to enhance
Oman's tourism visibility in Rus-
sia, including establishing a
tourism representative office and
fostering investment and capac-
ity-building cooperation.

A joint executive programme
is envisaged to further these
goals, facilitating broader collab-
oration through events and meet-
ings in partnership with the
private sector. This initiative
promises to open new avenues
for cooperation and cultural ex-
change between Oman and Rus-
sia, enriching the cultural
landscape of both nations.

Sohar Aluminium inks MoU
to fund construction of
building for charity team

Suhar - Sohar Aluminium Com-
pany signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
Takaful Suhar Social Charity
Team on Sunday to finance the
construction of a building for the
latter in the wilayat of Suhar,
North Batinah.

The agreement stipulates fi-
nancing the construction of a
four-floor residential and com-
mercial building based on an ap-
proved design, provided that it is
constructed within a year of the
agreement signing, a press re-
lease stated.

The project will play a signifi-
cant role in boosting and ensur-
ing sustainability of the activities
conducted by Takaful Suhar So-
cial Charity Team to serve the
community in Suhar. Revenue
generated from the building will
support the team, funding its so-
cial and charitable activities.

The signing ceremony was at-
tended by Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdullah al Busaidi, Wali of
Suhar, H E Abdullah bin Ali al

Balushi, Member of Majlis
A'Shura from Suhar, Sheikh
Ahmed bin Mohammed al
Balushi, Deputy Wali of Suhar,
and other dignitaries.

The agreement was signed by
Ahmed bin Mohammed al
Kharusi, General Manager of HR
and Corporate Affairs at Sohar
Aluminium, and Abdulmunim
bin Mohammed al Murshidi,
CEO of Takaful Subar Social
Charity Team.

According to Kharusi, funding
the project for Takaful Suhar So-
cial Charity Team reflects the
company's commitment to so-
cial responsibility and its contin-
uous efforts to give back to the
communities, especially those
located within its concession
area.

Takaful Suhar Social Charity
Team was established in 2012
and works under the umbrella of
the Social Development Com-
mittee in Suhar. It undertakes
various charitable and social ser-
vices for communities in Suhar.
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Tech trailblazers honoured
at Oman innovation fest

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation
(MoHERI) marked the success-
ful conclusion of the inaugural
Oman Innovation Festival on
Saturday at the Muscat Innova-
tion Complex.

Over the six days, the festival
served as a hub of creativity, cul-
minating in the announcement of
winners across multiple compe-
titions including the Energy
Hackathon, Governorates Inno-
vation, and the Together We In-
novate contest.

The festival's highlight, the
Energy Hackathon, saw the Stel-
lar Team from Oman clinching
first place with their innovative
self-cleaning solar panel system
designed to enhance energy effi-
ciency by combating dust accu-
mulation using smart
technology.

Following closely were the
EcoSat team from the UAE with
their Al and satellite imagery-
based air pollution measurement
solution, and the Carbo-EcoGen
System team from Oman and
Qatar, introducing a device to

convert air-borne carbon into
methane for electricity genera-
tion.

In the field of regional innova-
tion, South Shargiyah gover-
norate took the top spot in the
Governorates Innovation Com-
petition with a bio-insecticide
project to fight the palm weevil
using Al, showcasing Oman's
commitment to integrating tech-
nology with traditional sectors
like agriculture.

The festival also shone a spot-
light on individual innovators,
with Dr Khalsa bint Hamad al Ba-
hariya's 'Virtual Science Labora-
tory" project winning the
Together We Innovate competi-
tion for best overall innovation.
Other notable projects included
Nagla in tourism, Eternal Days in
education, and several others in
sectors such as cybersecurity,

food security, and energy.

|brahim bin Ahmed al Balushi,
Director of the Oman Innovation
Festival, reflected on the festival
as a melting pot where innova-
tors connected with both gov-
ernmental and private sector
supporters.

The event fostered discus-
sions on innovation-enabling leg-
islation and challenges, aiming to
devise actionable solutions for
the future.

The festival's comprehensive
agenda featured an exhibition of
innovations, the Bridge Program
for startup investment opportu-
nities, and the Innovation and
Knowledge-Based Economy
Forum in partnership with the
World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization (WIPO).

Notably, the festival facili-
tated dialogue on innovation,

signed several research and co-
operation agreements, and of-
fered extensive training and
workshops to over 1,500 partic-
ipants, underscoring Oman's
proactive stance in nurturing a
culture of innovation and en-
trepreneurship.

As the festival closed, H E Dr
Saif bin Abdullah al Haddabi, Un-
dersecretary for Scientific Re-
search and Innovation in the
MoHERI, honoured the winners,
celebrating the festival's role in
propelling Oman towards a fu-
ture of innovation and knowl-
edge-based economy.

With over 50 activities, the
Oman Innovation Festival not
only highlighted the nation's cre-
ative potential but also strength-
ened its position as a hub for
scientific and technological ad-
vancement in the region.

MIFF to launch ‘Arabwood’ to
usher new era for Arab cinema

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a move to position Oman on
the global stage, the Muscat In-
ternational Film Festival (MIFF)
is set to introduce a ground-
breaking initiative ‘Arabwood’ - a
portmanteau reference to Holly-
wood, which largely influenced
world cinema in the recent era.

The venture, developed in col-
laboration with the French Em-
bassy in Oman and Ministry of
Culture, Sports, and Youth, out-
lines a five-year strategy to es-
tablish Oman as a hub for film
production and creativity.

The official unveiling of Arab-
wood will take place during the
11th edition of MIFF to be held
from March 3-7, heralding a
transformative phase for the
Arab film industry.

Sudha Sha, international coor-
dinator and marketing head of
MIFF 2024, detailed the ambi-
tions behind Arabwood, high-
lighting MIFF's role as a catalyst
in the initiative.

“Arabwood envisions co-pro-
ductions and partnerships within
the Arab film industry, aiming to
spotlight Oman’s cinematic po-
tential on an international scale.
The initiative will kickstart a
comprehensive exploration of

the Arab film market's possibili-
ties, addressing technical chal-
lenges, funding opportunities,
and co-production prospects.”
Designed to replicate the suc-
cess of well-established indus-
tries like Hollywood and
Bollywood, Arabwood is to es-
tablish global partnerships, no-
tably with French
representatives discussing fund-
ing and co-production pathways.
A significant step includes the
promotion and pitching of se-
lected projects at the Cannes
2024 festival, where French ex-
perts will assist Omani teams in
reaching international audiences.
Sudha added that Arabwood
aims to empower Omani film-
makers by providing a platform
for showcasing their work, par-
ticipating in global collabora-
tions, and advancing Oman'’s film

industry. “The initiative wel-
comes Omani nationals and res-
idents, encompassing writers,
directors and producers. The se-
lection process will focus on
identifying promising projects
across feature films, short films
and documentaries.”

For filmmakers aspiring to join
Arabwood, submissions must be
detailed in English, including a
synopsis, crew suggestions, bud-
get and marketing plans.

With March approaching,
MIFF is gearing up for its com-
mencement, promising an array
of special screenings. Highlights
include the best film from the
2023 Cannes Film Festival, The
Anatomy of a Fall, the Green
Oscar-winning documentary The
18th Elephant and Raastha - the
first foreign film shot entirely in
Oman.

Continued from

PLASTIC
BAGS
PHASE OUT
TIMELINE

July 1, 2024

Pharmacies, hospitals and
clinics

January 1, 2025

Shops selling fabrics,
textiles, clothing, furniture,
household supplies and
eyewear; tailoring shops;
mobile phone sales and
maintenance stores, and
watch sales and repair
shops

July 1, 2025

Shops selling food, vegeta-
bles, fruits and gifts; candy
stores and factories; and
bakeries selling bread and
pastries

January 1, 2026

Stores selling building and
construction material,
utensils, fodder, grain,
agricultural materials and
pesticides, ice cream, corn,
sweets, nuts, juice,
mashakek, honey, dates,
irrigation systems, birds,
fish, pets and pet foods;
nurseries selling plants and
agricultural supplies; stores
selling and repairing water
filters; stores selling and
repairing water pumps; and
stores selling and repairing
car pumps

July 1,2026

Shops selling blankets,
khanjar, gold and silver-
ware; car care centres; and
automobile agencies
January 1, 2027

Shops selling electronics,
sanitary and electrical
materials, fish supplies,
television broadcasting
equipment, stationery and
office supplies, vehicle
repair workshops, fishing
boat repair workshops,
vehicle spare parts, spare
parts for fishing equipment,
vehicle electricians, vehicle
oil changing workshops,
vehicle brake repair
workshops, tyre selling and
repair shops, electrical
appliances selling and re-
pair shops, computer selling
and repair stores, printing
presses and all other activi-
ties that use plastic bags

MAFWR goes all out
to curb palm weevil
in Dhahirah villages

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) launched on Sunday
its fourth campaign to combat
the alarming spread of the red
palm weevil across Dhahirah.

Ahmed bin al Abri, Director of
Agriculture Development De-
partment in Dhahirah, said that
67 teams comprising 314 indi-
viduals are actively participating
in the campaign in 101 villages,
covering a total area of over
3,200 hectares.

The two-week campaign in-
volves various activities, includ-
ing visits to educate farmers and
expatriate workers in the palm
sector on effective methods to
deal with the palm tree and pro-
tect it from pests. Additionally,
the initiative includes agricultural
exhibitions, training workshops,
and educational lectures.

Highlighting the severity of the
problem, Abri underscored the
classification of the wilayats of
|bri, Yanqul and Dhank in Dhahi-
rah as agricultural quarantine
areas due to widespread infesta-
tion. This status enforces strict
prohibition on transferring date
palm seedlings from these wilay-
ats to other regions without per-

mission. This measure remains in
place for three years post the last
recorded case of infection.

Offering further insight, Abri
informed that the third campaign
recorded 2,052 infestations, with
1,539 palm trees treated and 513
infected trees removed in 100
villages, compared to the second
campaign in March 2023, which
recorded 4,372 infestations,
3,661 palm trees treated and 761
trees removed in 66 villages.

According to Abri, the min-
istry is committed to reduce the
threat posed by the palm weevil,
which has a detrimental impact
on date production and jeopar-
dises the sustainability of this
crucial sector. He highlighted the
ministry’'s collaboration with the
community to confront this agri-
cultural pest through various
means. The cooperation aims to
combat the red palm weevil ef-
fectively and safeguard the date
palm industry.

Omani innovator wins gold at International Invention Fair

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omani innovator Hajar bint
Khamis al Azriya has been
awarded with a gold medal at the
14th International Invention Fair
in the Middle East (IIFME), for
her innovation in generating
green energy from pathological
animal waste.

The fair - hosted in Kuwait
from February 4 to 7 - stands as
the Middle East's premier event
for inventions and innovations
and is ranked as the world's sec-
ond most significant exhibition in
this domain.

In an interview with Muscat

Hajar bint Khamis al Azriya

Daily, Hajar revealed that she
was nominated by the GCC Sec-
retariat General to represent
Oman at the annual expo, which
draws top-tier inventors and in-
novators from the Middle East.
Her award-winning project, ti-
tled 'Sustainable biofuel produc-

tion from contaminated and
pathological animal healthcare
waste,’ offers a green alternative
to fossil fuels by processing
pathological animal waste into
sustainable biofuel, minimising
environmental harm. Hajar un-
derlined the project’s dual focus
on environmental sustainability
and economic development.
"By transforming hazardous
waste, typically destined for
landfills, into valuable biofuel, the
initiative seeks to mitigate envi-
ronmental damage associated
with waste disposal and capi-
talise on resources otherwise
considered detrimental due to
pathogens,” she informed.

Talking about the [IFME, she
said that the fair provides a vital
platform for showcasing inven-
tions, fostering a culture of inno-
vation in Arab countries, and
facilitating networking among in-
ventors and investors.

“The fair's environment en-
courages inventors to present
their ideas and products, bolster-
ing cooperation and promoting
the commercialisation of inven-
tions.”

Hajar, who has also ventured
into producing sustainable bio-
fuel from algae, highlighted the
need for financial backing to
transform her project into a com-
mercial success.




04 | MUSCAT DAILY | MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2024

Oryx Fund delivers over
9% return in 2023

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Bank Muscat Oryx Fund
achieved industry-leading gains
of 29.2% during 2023, outper-
forming its benchmark, the S&P
GCC Composite Index, which
posted a return of 6.2%.

Accordingly, the Oryx Fund
maintained its track record of de-
livering attractive returns in
2023 with an outperformance of
23% over the index.

'The fund achieved this stellar
performance despite challenging
market conditions prevailing
throughout 2023 due to various
factors, including a sharp in-
crease in interest rates and
geopolitical issues,' Bank Muscat
said in a press statement.

The strong performance of
the Oryx Fund positioned it as
the top-performing GCC equity
fund among its counterparts in
Oman for the year 2023.

In addition to delivering ro-
bust returns, the fund also re-
warded investors with consistent
cash dividends. During 2023, the
fund paid a dividend of 68bz per
unit, higher than the 66bz per
unit dividend paid in 2022.

Bank Muscat Oryx Fund pri-
marily invests in stock markets in
the GCC region and has a consis-
tent and proven track record of
generating attractive returns for

29 years.

The fund is one of the largest
funds in the GCC region within
its category and is regulated by
the Capital Market Authority
(CMA) in accordance with appli-
cable laws and regulations in
Oman. The fund stands out as an

attractive investment choice for
prospective investors with a
medium to long-term view.
Oryx Fund offers daily liquid-
ity with no minimum holding pe-
riod. Investors may choose to sell
their investment anytime and re-
ceive cash funds in their bank ac-

counts within three days. In-
vestors can invest in and redeem
their investments in Bank Mus-
cat Oryx Fund through Bank
Muscat's mobile banking and in-
ternet banking platforms. The
minimum subscription amount
for the fund is RO50.

The OCCI delegation invited the private sector in Sharjah to participate in Suhar Investment Forum 2024 (wAm)

OCCI, Sharjah Chamber
seek to boost investment

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Sharjah Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI) and
the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry's (OCCI)
branch in North Al Batinah Gov-
ernorate discussed ways to en-
hance cooperation in the
investment field and develop
mechanisms for promoting joint
efforts aimed at supporting the
business community in Sharjah
and Oman.

The two sides explored
promising opportunities in all
sectors, with a focus on sup-
porting the growth of startups
and benefiting from the tourism
and commercial potential en-
joyed by SCCI and OCCI, ac-
cording to a report published by

the Emirates News Agency
(WAM).

This occurred during a meet-
ing held at the chamber be-
tween Waleed Abdul Rahman
Bukhatir, Second Vice Chairman
of the Sharjah Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, and Saeed
bin Ali al Abri, Chairman of
OCClI's branch in North Batinah
Governorate.

The meeting was attended by
Maryam Saif al Shamsi, Assis-
tant Director-General for the
Support Services Sector at SCCI,
Rashid bin Salem al Ghafri, Di-
rector of OCClI's branch in North
Batinah Governorate, Jamal
Saeed Buzangal, Director of the
Media Department at SCCI, and
Ali Abdullah Al Jari, Director of
the Sharjah Export Development
Centre.

During the meeting, the
Omani delegation invited the
private sector in Sharjah to par-
ticipate in the Suhar Investment
Forum 2024, scheduled to be
held in North Batinah Gover-
norate during February 26-27,
2024.

They also discussed means of
strengthening joint cooperation
on exchanging trade delegations
and organising commercial
events between Sharjah and the
Omani governorate.

SCCland OCCl discussed co-
operation in training and qualifi-
cation programmes, where the
Sharjah Chamber of Commerce
and Industry expressed its will-
ingness to offer courses for
Omani university students in
economic and administrative
specialisations.

Qatar predicts gas
market shortage
during 2025-2030

Goa, India - Gas will be the most
in-demand resource in the
world, but from 2025 to 2030
there may be a shortage on the
world market, according to
Qatar's Minister of State for En-
ergy Affairs Saad bin Sherida al
Kaabi.

He noted that gas will be the
most in-demand resource and
that from 2025 to 2030 there
will be a gas shortage around the
world.

The minister also stated that
Europe refusing gas from Russia
had a detrimental influence on
the market and resulted in
changes in supply chains in the

gas industry.

In addition, according to
Kaabi, sudden changes in gas
prices, both upward and down-
ward, against the backdrop of
changes in supply directions, are
also harmful for the market.

Kaabi also highlighted Eu-
rope's decision to halt gas im-
ports from Russia due to the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine. This
significant shift in policy has not
only affected Europe and Russia
but has also caused ripple ef-
fects in the global gas industry,
altering supply chains and influ-
encing market dynamics.

TASS

UAE, Saudi rank among top emerging markets

Dubai, UAE - The UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar continue to
rank among the world's top 10
emerging markets, improving or
holding steady in key areas while
neighboring Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain lose ground in the 15th
annual Agility Emerging Markets
Logistics Index.

The UAE, No 3 in the 50-
country Index after China and
India, held its rank from 2023, as
did No 6 Saudi Arabia and No 7
Qatar. Oman (15), Bahrain (16)
and Kuwait (21) all fell in the
rankings, according to a press re-
lease from Agility.

In Agility's survey of 830 lo-
gistics industry executives, re-
spondents say Saudi Arabia and
UAE are doing the most among
GCC countries to accelerate eco-
nomic diversification and lessen
reliance on income from oil and
gas.

UAE ranks No 1 for best busi-
ness fundamentals; Saudi Arabia
is No 3 in that category. Even so,
logistics professionals in the sur-
vey identified further improve-
ments for small businesses and
multi-nationals as the most pow-
erful drivers of continued diversi-
fication for all GCC countries.

The survey and Index are
Agility's 15th annual snapshot of
industry sentiment and ranking of

the world's 50 leading emerging
markets. The Index ranks coun-
tries for overall competitiveness
based on their logistics strengths,
business climates and digital
readiness - factors that make
them attractive to logistics
providers, freight forwarders, air
and ocean carriers, distributors
and investors.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia
rank in the top 10 in every cate-
gory. Qatar ranked among the
top 10 in all categories except in-
ternational logistics opportuni-
ties, where it was 20th. The only

top 10 ranking for Oman, Bahrain
or Kuwait was Bahrain at No 8 for
business fundamentals.

Half of the logistics profes-
sionals surveyed a global reces-
sion in the coming year - down
from nearly 70% a year ago. Ex-
ecutives surveyed say they are
battling higher costs, reducing
dependence on sourcing from
China, and planning to boost in-
vestment in Africa despite seeing
emerging markets investment
overall as somewhat riskier.

More than 63% of respon-
dents say their companies con-

tinue overhauling supply chains
by spreading production to mul-
tiple locations or relocating it to
home markets and nearby coun-
tries. China, the world's leading
producer, stands to be most af-
fected: 37.4% of industry profes-
sionals say they plan move
production/sourcing out of China
or reduce investment there.

India, Europe and North
America ranked ahead of China
as destinations executives expect
to move production to in 2024
and onwards.

Transport Intelligence (Ti), a
leading analysis and research
firm for the logistics industry,
compiled the Agility Emerging
Markets Logistics Index since it
was launched in 2009.

John Manners-Bell, Chief Ex-
ecutive of Ti, said, “Supply chain
managers are still coming to
terms with the political and eco-
nomic instability characterising
the post-COVID global economy.
Geopolitical relationships are
changing rapidly, and this is hav-
ing a major impact on interna-
tional trade and risk profiles.
Businesses need to be alive to the
opportunities and threats that
exist in emerging markets and
use data, such as that the Agility
Emerging Market Logistics Index,
to inform agile decision-making.”

|CE |V Project to connect intra-Asia region to India, Middle East

Abu Dhabi, UAE - UAE telecom
giant e&, Telecom Egypt, Telin
and a major Indian operator have
signed a new Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to form a
consortium with the aim to de-
velop the ICE IV Project.

This new Data Center (DC) to
DC system shall seamlessly con-
nect the Intra-Asia region to India
and the Middle East on a unique
route that demonstrates the true
spirit of collaboration between
these regions, according to a
press release.

Spanning approximately
11,000km, this new system plans
to deploy the latest open cable

technologies and subsea
ROADMs to interconnect In-
donesia and Singapore to India,
Oman, Egypt, and the UAE. The
ICE IV Project will adopt an en-
tirely new route through the
Sunda Strait and become the first
international cable to land in
Kochi, India in decades; offering
an alternate resilient route and
new international gateway.
Terrestrial extensions are
being considered also include
links between the Middle East
and Egypt and between Kochi
and Chennai, together making
this ICE IV Project unique. The
target ready for service date is

Q4 2027.

In recent years, the surge in
demand, coupled with inventory
scarcity has moved the global
bandwidth market to thrive and
become the main driver for the

construction of new subsea cable
systems. The ICE IV Project shall
adopt these principles providing
seamless connectivity, extraordi-
nary bandwidth, and network se-
curity through diversity.

This very significant milestone
for the project took place last
week during the prestigious Ca-
pacity Middle East event where
the MOU was signed by top offi-
cials from the four market leading
companies. The signing event
demonstrates all parties’ com-
mitment to invest and grow the
global bandwidth market to bet-
ter serve their customers.

Nabil Baccouche, Group Chief
Carrier and Wholesale Officer at
e&, said, “With ICE IV Project,
we're redefining the connectivity
map, bringing continents closer
than ever before, and unlocking
bandwidth access for billions of

people. With our commitment to
making SmartHub a location of
choice as one of the largest neu-
tral carrier hub, the ICE IV Project
will further accelerate connectiv-
ity. The new DC to DC system
will enable us to increase capabil-
ities and global capacity further
to meet the evolving require-
ments of customers across Eu-
rope, Middle East, Africa, Asia
and Americas.”

Mohamed Nasr, Managing
Director and Chief Executive Of-
ficer at Telecom Egypt, com-
mented, “Telecom Egypt is
honored to collaborate with ICE
partners on the construction of

this remarkable project. Being a
founding member of ‘ICE V' is a
testament of our profound belief
of the importance of this critical
infrastructure. We are providing
open-access to more than 20
subsea cables landing in Egypt
with unique, diverse landing and
state-of-the-art transit interna-
tional infrastructure that will be
part of the planned design.”

“Furthermore, ICE IV Project
will enable us to extend our foot-
print and further diversify our
subsea infrastructure portfolio to
promptly address the ever-grow-
ing demand for global connectiv-
ity.”
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Russia, Iran in talks on gas hub,
development of Iranian gas fields

Moscow, Russia - Russian and
I[ranian companies are currently
negotiating the creation of a gas
hub in Iran and the development
of gas fields, Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Alexander Novak
told Russian news agency TASS.

"We are working in this area,
our companies are interacting,"”
he said, answering the question
whether the intergovernmental
commission on February 28 will
discuss the creation of a gas hub,
and whether it is possible to sign
an agreement on joint gas pro-
jects there.

Iranian Oil Minister Javad
Owiji said that the country has
defined joint projects with Rus-
sian energy giant Gazprom for
$40bn and is finalising negotia-
tions and expects to put these
projects into practice soon.

Earlier it was reported that
Iran, with the participation of
Russia, Qatar and Turkmenistan,
plans to create a gas hub in the
industrial region of Assaluyeh,
located in Bushehr province on
the northern shore of the Persian
Gulf.

In May last year, Novak had
said that Russia and Iran are cur-
rently discussing the possibility
of creating an electronic gas
trading platformin southern Iran.
To implement this project, it is
necessary to attract partners and

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak

ALEXANDER NOVAK

suppliers, to find sources of sup-
ply, one of which could be Iranian

gas produced with the participa-
tion of Russian companies.

Boosting bilateral
trade
Novak expects that the agree-
ment on a free trade zone be-
tween the Eurasian Economic
union (EAEU) and Iran, which
was signed last December, will
significantly increase the volume
of trade between the countries.
"Our absolute priority is a fur-
ther consistent increase in trade

volumes. This will be facilitated
by the free trade agreement be-
tween the EAEU and Iran, which
was concluded last December on
the sidelines of the meeting of the
Higher Eurasian Economic Com-
mission in St Petersburg," he said.

Novak noted that the next 17th
meeting of the permanent Rus-
sian-Iranian commission on trade
and economic cooperation,

which will soon be held in Tehran,
will give an additional impetus to
cooperation.

"As part of the commission’s
work, the co-chairman of the
commission from the Iranian
side, the Minister of Qil of Iran,
my friend, Mr Javad Owiji, and |
pay special attention to the im-
plementation of large projects
that allow us to build up trade
and economic partnership be-
tween our countries," he added.

According to Novak, Russia
and Iran have almost completely
transferred payments between
two countries to national curren-
cies and to their own bank mes-
saging systems.

"We have switched almost
completely to settlements in na-
tional currencies and the trans-
mission of banking messages
using our national (systems).
This allows us not to depend on
those who are trying to hinder the
development of our economies,"
he said.

"We really have a lot in com-
mon, we work in a bilateral and
multilateral format. Our Iranian
friends have joined the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization and
BRICS. There is also huge poten-
tial for developing cooperation
with Russia and with all the coun-
tries that are members of these
organizations," Novak added.

US household
debt climbs
t0 $17.5tn

Washington, US - The US
household debt climbed to
$17.5tn in the fourth quarter
of 2023, according to a Fed-
eral Reserve report.

Total household debt
rose $212bn in October-De-
cember last year, compared
to the previous quarter, ac-
cording to the US central
bank's latest quarterly re-
port on household debt and
credit.

Mortgage balances
jumped $112bn to reach
$12.25tn on a quarterly
basis, while credit card bal-
ances rose $50bn to $1.1tn,
and auto loan balances in-
creased $12bn to $1.61tn.

"Delinquency transition
rates increased for all debt
types except for student
loans," the Fed said in a
statement.

There was $394bn in
newly originated mortgage
debt in the fourth quarter of
2023, it added.

Agencies

New Delhi, India - India's
downstream oil and gas sector
is poised for continued growth
in the financial year ending
March 2024 (FY24), with de-
mand for petroleum products
expected to rise by a mid-sin-
gle-digit percentage, accord-
ing to Fitch Ratings.

According to Fitch Ratings,
this follows a robust 5% year-
on-year increase in the first
nine months of FY24 and a
noteworthy 10% post-pan-
demic recovery witnessed in
FY23. The surge in demand for
petroleum products has been
fuelled by a range of factors,
including heightened eco-
nomic activities in the agricul-
ture and power sectors, a
surge in holiday travel, and in-
creased auto sales.

Notably, both petrol and
diesel sales recorded robust 4-
6% increases in the first nine
months of FY24, reflecting the
country's economic resur-
gence.

Looking ahead, Fitch ex-
pects Indian refiners' gross re-
fining margins (GRM) to
moderate during FY25 from
the strong levels anticipated in
FY24, albeit remaining above
mid-cycle levels.

By FY26, a gradual shift
closer to mid-cycle levels is
foreseen, buoyed by escalating
demand for end-products.

Despite the anticipated
normalisation of the crude
supply mix away from Russian
imports, Fitch projects GRMs
to remain robust, supported by

India’soil & gas
demand to keep
rising: Fitch

the rising demand for end-
products.

In the upstream segment,
domestic oil and gas produc-
tion has witnessed a modest
increase, driven particularly by
a 5% rise in gas production
during the first nine months of
FY24.

Fitch anticipates production
to continue to rise moderately,
with technological invest-
ments in enhanced oil recov-
ery techniques expected to
offset natural declines.

The oil and gas sector's
high capital expenditure
(capex) intensity is expected
to persist in the medium term,
especially with upstream com-
panies focusing on production
enhancement initiatives.

Overall, Fitch's outlook un-
derscores the resilience and
growth potential of India's
downstream oil and gas sec-
tor, driven by rising demand
and strategic investments
across the value chain.

ANI

EIA revises down 2024 oil price forecast

Washington, US - The US En-
ergy Information Administra-
tion (EIA) revised down the
price of Brent crude for 2024,
citing an increase in global oil
inventory throughout the year.

In its Short-Term Energy
Outlook (STEO) released last
week, the agency said global oil
inventories increased by an av-
erage of 700,000 barrels per
day (bpd) in 2023, with an up-
surge of 800,000 bpd on aver-
age between October, the
month before the Red Sea at-
tacks began, and January.

The agency predicts that
OPEC+ production cuts will
lead to global oil inventory with-
drawals during February and
March, resulting in an average
draw of 0.8mn bpd in the first
quarter of 2024, putting up-
ward pressure on oil prices in
the coming months.

After a period of relatively
balanced markets for the rest of
the year, the EIA forecasts that
the market will gradually return
to moderate inventory builds
next year, as increasing oil pro-
duction growth will outpace
slowing oil demand growth.

However, the falling invento-
ries in the first quarter of 2024
will increase oil prices into the

EIA predicts that OPEC+ production cuts will lead to global oil inventory withdrawals during February and March

mid-$80 per barrel range, be-
fore slight downward price
pressures emerge through the
remainder of the year as fore-
casted.

The EIA forecasts that Brent
will reach $82.42 per barrel and
the American West Texas In-
termediate  (WTI) will hit
$77.68 per barrel in 2024.
These figures were $82.49 and
$77.99, respectively, in the pre-
vious month's report.

For next year, the agency ex-
pects Brent crude to average
$79.48 per barrel and WTI to
average $74.98 per barrel.

Global oil production is ex-
pected to increase by 550,000
bpd in 2024 to 102.30mn bpd
and by 1.87mn bpd in 2025 to
reach 107.17mn bpd.

The expiration of existing
OPEC+ production targets at
the end of 2024 will contribute
to supply growth, as OPEC is ex-

pected to increase crude oil pro-
duction by 700,000 next year.

However, the agency ex-
pects the increase will be lim-
ited because Saudi Arabia and
other OPEC+ countries will
maintain some level of cuts in
an attempt to balance markets.
Non-OPEC production growth
will average 1.2mn bpd in 2025,
led by the US, Canada, Brazil,
and Guyana.

Having reached a record high
in December 2023, US crude oil
production saw a slight decline
in January 2024 due to
weather-related shut-ins.

The country's production is
expected to reach an average of
13.10mn bpd in 2024, up from
12.93mn bpd last year. The fig-
ure is also 110,000 bpd lower
than the previous month's pre-
diction.

Next year, crude oil output in
the country is expected to reach

13.49mn  bpd, down by
500,000 bpd from last month'’s
prediction.

World oil demand, mean-
while, is anticipated to increase
by 2.71mn bpd in 2024 to reach
102.42mn bpd in 2024. De-
mand is expected to be around
103.71mn bpd in 2025.

Anadolu Agency

US investing $5bn in R&D for semiconductors

New York, US - US President Joe
Biden's administration is invest-
ing more than $5bn into semi-
conductor-related development
to strengthen America's chip in-
dustry as demand for artificial in-
telligence (Al) tech hardware
booms.

The administration said Friday
the money will go toward the re-
search and development (R&D)
of semiconductors as well as de-
veloping workforce in the indus-
try.

The announcement is the lat-
est phase of the CHIPS and Sci-
ence Act of 2022, which created
the largest publicly funded R&D
programme in American history
to support chip manufacturing in
the US and reduce reliance on

US President Joe Biden

other countries.

"These investments advance
US leadership in semiconductor
R&D, cut down on the time and
cost of commercializing new
technologies, bolster US national
security, and connect and sup-
port workers in securing good
semiconductor jobs," the White
House said.

The White House announced
its first grant under the CHIPS
and Science Act in December.
Defense contractor BAE Systems
(BAESY) received $35mn to
modernise an ageing factory in
Nashua, New Hampshire. The
move sent shares of chipmakers
like Intel and Advanced Micro
Devices (AMD) higher at the
time.

Last month, the US Com-
merce Department also said it
would grant Microchip Technol-
ogy (MCHP) $162mn in federal
funding from the CHIPS Act to
boost chip production.

In 2024, the Biden adminis-
tration appears to be attempting
to finally start funding a
promised $11bn total in research
and development efforts.

Last year, the Semiconductor
Industry Association (SIA) re-
leased a study showing that the
US was not adequately preparing
a highly skilled workforce. Be-
tween "67,000, or 58%, of pro-
jected new jobs, may remain
unfulfilled at the current trajec-
tory," SIA estimated.

(Source: Investopedia)
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National Museum organises event to
mark 225th birth anniversary of Pushkin

The National Museum organised
an event on Saturday, as part of
the official visit of Olga Lyubi-
mova, the Russian Minister of
Culture, and her accompanying
delegation to the Sultanate of
Oman.

The event was attended by
llya Morgunov, the accredited
Ambassador of the Russian Fed-
eration to the Sultanate of Oman,
along with several officials and
cultural enthusiasts from both
sides.

The evening started by an in-
troductory statement of Jamal
bin Hassan al Moosawi, Secre-
tary- General of the National
Museum, followed by a welcom-
ing statement of Illya Mour-
gunov, the accredited
Ambassador of Russia.

The evening also featured
screening of the documentary
film Oman: The Jewel of the East,
translated into the Russian lan-
guage. Additionally, there was a
visual presentation in Russian
commemorating the 225th birth
anniversary of A S Pushkin - con-
sidered to be one of the greatest
Russian poets.

The programme also included
a selected prose reading from
the poem Sparks from the Quran
in the Russian language, consist-

ing of nine different passages
that corresponded to the
Quranic verses from which
Pushkin drew inspiration and on
which he based his poems.

The event also included
launching of the book Proverbs
and Sayings Common in Oman and
Russia by author Sergei Ro-
manov. Attendees had the op-
portunity to explore the
treasures of the philosophical life
contained in the book, featuring
popular proverbs and sayings
from both friendly nations.

It is worth mentioning that the
National Museum launched the
book on December 7, 2023. The
book, comprising approximately
77 pages in both Arabic and Rus-
sian languages, was unveiled on
the side-lines of the inauguration
of the ‘'Oman Gallery’ at the State
Hermitage Museum in collabo-
ration with the Embassy of Rus-
sia in Muscat.

Alexander Sergeyevich
Pushkin, born in Moscow to a
family interested in culture and
literature on June 6, 1799, was a
Russian poet, playwright, and
novelist. He is considered one of
the most influential literary fig-
ures of the first third of the nine-
teenth century and passed away
on February 10, 1837.

ICAI Muscat wins Best Overseas
Chapter award for 9th time

The Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India (ICAI) Muscat
Chapter - under the sponsorship
of the College of Banking and Fi-
nancial Studies (CBFS) - has
bagged the prestigious ‘Best
Chapter Overseas Award' for the
year 2023, for the 9th consecu-
tive term.

The Chapter has won second
prize in Category-Il among 48
overseas chapters of ICAl across
the globe.

The award ceremony was
conducted along with the 74th
Annual event of ICAl on Febru-
ary 8 at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi.

Jim Joseph ltty, chairperson,
ICAIl Muscat Chapter and Gau-
rav Kapoor, vice chairperson
along with Managing Committee
members, received the award
from Om Birla, the Speaker of
India’s lower house Lok Sabha, in
the presence of Aniket Sunil Ta-
lati, President of ICAl and Ran-
jeet Kumar Agarwal, Vice
President of ICAI.

“The year 2023 will be writ-

tenin golden letters in the history
of ICAl Muscat chapter,” said
chairperson Jim Joseph Itty on
winning the award.

"It is a great honour to receive
this prestigious recognition on
behalf of the members of Muscat
Chapter and we will continue our
efforts to reach newer heights in
future under the sponsorship of
CBFS, which is a ceaseless
source of support to the Chap-

"

ter”.

Giving a report on the group's
activities in Muscat, Itty said they
were able to complete the first
batch of Omani CFO Mentoring
programme in Muscat and
Salalah and they were proceed-
ing with a batch in Sohar.

“This initiative increased the
visibility of ICAl as a brand and
we were able to join hands with
the local accounting community
to develop aspiring Omani
CFOs," he informed.

The group also extended sup-
port to the Oman India Invest-
ment Forum conducted in
association with Oman Chamber
of Commerce and Industry and
Embassy of India during this year.

ICAIl expressed its interest in
supporting OCCI to develop a
curriculum for Omani Chartered
Accountancy students, which
will strengthen the co-operation
between two friendly nations,
Itty hoped.

KR Group's Talib al Balushi bags
gold at West Asian Para Games

Khimji Ramdas (KR) is celebrat-
ing the outstanding achievement
of Talib al Balushi, a dedicated
employee for over three
decades, who secured a discus-
throw gold medal at the fourth
edition of the West Asian Para
Games 2024 (WAPG) held in
Sharjah, the UAE from January
27 to February 3.

Eleven countries participated
in the 4th WAPG, represented
by 513 members, including 382
players and 131 coaches and ad-
ministrators, competing in seven
sports: weightlifting, table tennis,
badminton, goalball, wheelchair
basketball, boccia and athletics.

Talib al Balushi has been a star
athlete of the Oman's Para Ath-
letic Team, winning laurels at
various local and regional sport-
ing events.

Talib's success has been a
consistent one over the years.
This victory underscores his ex-
ceptional talent, determination,
and commitment to excellence.
His gold medal contributed sig-
nificantly to the stellar perfor-
mance of the Oman Paralympic

Team, which clinched a total of
25 medals during the WAPG
games. Talib's sporting journey
started in 2002 at the age of 22.
An all-round sportsman, Talib
has played and represented the
nation in shotput, basketball, dis-
cus throw and javelin disciplines.
The achievements have been
highlighted by his impressive
tally of 26 medals, reflecting his.
passion to excel at every given
endeavour.

Congratulating Talib on his
victory, Anil Khimiji, Director of
KR, said, “Talib al Balushi exem-

plifies the values of persever-
ance, resilience, and dedication
that define our organisational
culture. His will to succeed has
been an inspiring note for us to
push limits and achieve more.”

With the goal of positioning
Oman prominently on the global
sporting stage and inspiring the
nation’s youth and future gener-
ations of athletes, Khimji Ramdas
consistently honours and backs
sporting talent. KR Group is com-
mitted to supporting employees'
abilities both within and beyond
its workplace.

ROHM continues ‘absolute music’
series with Elvin Hoxha, Cem Esen

The Royal Opera House Muscat
(ROHM) has announced free ad-
mission to its upcoming concert
as part of its 2023-24 Absolute
Music Series with talented Rus-
sian violinist Elvin  Hoxha
Ganiyev and Turkish pianist Cem
Esen, at the Royal Opera House
of Musical Arts on Monday 7pm.

Elvin Hoxha Ganiyev is an
award-winning Russian violinist
who has performed with
renowned conductors and or-
chestras in prestigious concert
halls and international festivals
around the world.

In this Absolute Music recital,
Ganiyev will play with acclaimed
Turkish pianist Cem Esen, an ex-
perienced performer in Europe,
including at the Istanbul Founda-
tion for Culture and Arts, Sofia
Music Festival, and Antalya
Piano Festival.

Their partnership is well es-
tablished with Ganiyev perform-
ing alongside Cem Esen on his
latest album, Voyages, Istanbul
Chapter, released in 2021. To-
gether, Ganiyev and Esen will
give a spectacular recital featur-
ing Prokofiev's Violin Sonata No.
1., Claude Debussy's Violin

Sonata in G minor and Carmen
Fantasie by Franz Waxman, the
soundtrack for the 1946 movie
Humoresque.

Absolute Music puts the spot-
light on the violin, a versatile in-
strument which is a mainstay of
classical music. To further enrich
the experience for audiences, the
concert will be preceded by a
book presentation of The Violin
Revealed: The History, Tech-
niques, and Secrets of Italian Vi-
olin Making from Stradivari to
Today edited by Stefano Trabuc-
chi, luthier, and journalist
Roberto Messina. The presenta-
tion will take place on 11th Febru-
ary at 5pm at the Music Library.
Attendees can explore the his-
tory of Italian violin making and
delve deeper into the intricacies
and secrets around this captivat-
ing instrument.

Spirit of love: Shangri-La opens exclusive dinner

Spirit of love engulfed Shangri-La
Barr Al Jissah and Shangri-La Al
Husn on Sunday, when they
swung open their doors for two
curated enchanting experiences
for couples to savour until Febru-
ary 17.

'Whether you opt for the pic-
turesque Dine By Design setup
on the beach or amidst lush gar-
dens, or choose to ascend to new
heights with a cliffside dinner at
Shangri-La Al Husn, the resorts
promise an  unforgettable
evening filled with romance and
indulgence, a release stated.

At Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah, a
romantic 5-course seafood ex-
travaganza has been arranged at
RO160 per couple. ‘From the tan-
talising flavours of salmon
gravlax to the succulent wagyu
short ribs, each dish is a testa-
ment to our commitment to de-
livering an unforgettable culinary
journey. Finish on a sweet note
with our delectable strawberry

mousse with pistachio biscuit,’
the statement added.
‘For an even more exclusive

experience, envision yourself and
your loved one dining atop the
cliffs of Shangri-La Al Husn, with

the majestic Muscat arch and
Arabian Sea as your backdrop,’ it
further said, while wishing that
the ambiance of candlelight sets
the mood as ‘your personal but-
ler attends to your every need,
ensuring a truly magical evening'.

‘Indulge in a Mediterranean
feast featuring delights like tiger
prawn tartar and Omani lobster
bouillabaisse or opt for a con-
temporary Indian menu curated
by Michelin-star Chef Rohit Ghai.
From prawns masala to chicken
tikka masala, each dish is a sym-
phony of flavours designed to
captivate your senses,’ it went on
adding.

‘This exclusive Valentine's ex-
perience is available only from
February 11 to 17 during dinner
time. Secure your spot by making
prior reservations at 24776565
or WhatsApp us at 79269247,
and let us create an evening to
remember’, Shangri-La manage-
ment stated.
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Mazda Service Drive held
in two Towell Auto centres

The Towell Auto Center recently
held Mazda Service Drive 2024
at its service centres in Al Hail
and Ghala, in Muscat.

The Mazda Service Drive
2024 has become a landmark
event in Oman's automotive ser-
vice industry, showcasing not
only Mazda's dedication to vehi-
cle care and customer satisfac-
tion but also highlighting TAC's
pivotal role in bringing these
world-class services to the sul-
tanate.

‘This initiative exemplifies the
successful combination of Tow-
ell Auto Centre's regional profi-
ciency with Mazda's established
global quality benchmarks,’ the
company stated in a press re-
lease.

“We are proud to host the
Mazda Service Drive 2024, an
event that not only showcases
our dedication to service quality
but also our enduring partnership
with Mazda,” said Riyadh Ali Sul-
tan, General Manager of Towell
Auto Centre.

“At Towell Auto Centre, we
strive to provide an unmatched
experience for our customers,
ensuring that every Mazda vehi-
cle, be it new or old, receives the
highest level of care and atten-
tion."

Following Sultan's insights,
the event featured Osada and
Sakuma, distinguished engineers
from Mazda's Hiroshima, Japan
headquarters. Their expertise
was a major highlight, bringing
an unparalleled level of profi-
ciency to the service drive.

Osada said that the automo-
bile company's goal is to ensure
that every Mazda, from the com-
pact Mazda 2 to the spacious
Mazda CX-90, receives the ut-
most care. “We believe in a ser-
vice that goes beyond technical
excellence; it's about creating a
lasting relationship with each
customer.”

Echoing  similar  views,
Sakuma added, "It's not just
about servicing vehicles; it's
about educating owners. We aim

to empower Mazda users with
knowledge about their cars, fos-
tering a deeper understanding
and connection with their vehi-
cles."

The response from the Mazda
community in Oman was over-
whelmingly positive. The event
also offered exclusive benefits to
car owners, like complimentary
engine oil coupons and free car
washes, further enhancing the
customer  experience  and
demonstrating Mazda's appreci-
ation for its customers.

A key feature of the Mazda
Service Drive 2024 was its em-
phasis on customer education.
Free tyre check-ups and person-
alized advice sessions conducted
by Mazda's engineers provided
valuable insights into maintain-
ing vehicles, empowering own-
ers with knowledge and
enhancing their vehicle owner-
ship experience.

“The attention to detail by the
Mazda team was remarkable.
The free tyre check-up and per-

sonalised advice session not only
enhanced my vehicle's perfor-
mance but also enriched my un-
derstanding of car maintenance.
It's this level of service that
strengthens my loyalty to
Mazda,” a customer said.

The Mazda Service Drive
2024 in Oman was more than
just an automotive service event;
it was a reflection of Mazda's
commitment to excellence in
both service quality and cus-
tomer relations in partnership
with Towell Auto Centre which is
the official distributor of Mazda
cars in the Sultanate of Oman
since 1972.

The event reinforced the
brand's reputation for quality and
reliability and highlighted its ded-
ication to creating an informed
and engaged community. As the
event concluded, it left a lasting
impression on the participants,
reinforcing their trust in Mazda
and setting a new standard for
automotive service events in the
region.

Qatar’s Saeed al Naimi
wins Endurance Cup

Saeed al Naimi from Qatar
sealed a sensational victory in
the 2024 Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques Endurance Cup
on Saturday afternoon, overcom-
ing a strong challenge from run-
ner-up Fares Abu Ras of Saudi
Arabia to win the flagship inter-
national endurance event in
AlUla.

Naimi completed the chal-
lenging 120km route on his ride
Guilen Fantasia in a classified
time of 05:22:01, finishing 1:14
ahead of Abu Ras and 23:19 min-
utes in front of Hamad al Tamimi
from the UAE who completed
the top three.

Incredible individual displays
of speed, stamina, and strategic
pace management by the trio
saw them take top honors ahead
of a 200-strong field that
boasted the world's greatest,
most renowned riders.

The riders who featured in the
CEl 2* competition represented
atotal of 50 counties with a total
SAR15mn prize pot on offer.

A new world record for an en-
durance event, these factors - to-
gether with regional royalty,
VIPs, and global audiences in at-
tendance - further highlighted
the ever-growing prestige of the
Endurance Cup in this record-ex-
tending fifth edition.

Organised by the Royal Com-
mission for AlUla (RCU) in part-
nership with the Fédération
Equestre Internationale (FEI) and
the Saudi Arabian Equestrian
Federation (SAEF), the event
was an outstanding occasion like
always at AlFursan Equestrian

Village - providing inspiring
shows  sportsmanship and
equestrian excellence  as
promised.

“I'm really proud to have won
this competition and competed
against so many talented riders
from different countries - it was
a very difficult contest but I'm
delighted to have made it back
first in the end,” said Saeed al
Naimi in his immediate reaction.
“The track was challenging

throughout, but | loved riding out
there. The experience was great
and I'm already looking forward
to coming back in the future,” he
added.

Prince Abdullah bin Fahd bin
Abdullah, President of SAEF,
congratulated Saeed al Naimi
and every rider who competed,
adding that “their performances
helped pave the way for an expe-
rience that audiences will re-
member for many vyears to
come.”

The Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques Endurance Cup is
one of the biggest endurance
events on the Saudi Equestrian
calendar and “this edition has
shown why such events in the
kingdom are held in such high re-
gard regionally and internation-
ally,” he asserted.

Abeer al Akel, Acting CEO of
RCU, is of the view that the 2024
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques Endurance Cup has
been an incredible success in
every way possible.

Taste of Sri Lanka takes centre stage at Rozana

Rozana Hotel has tasted big suc-
cess in its recent event chris-
tened as Sri Lankan Food Night -
a culinary celebration that trans-
ported guests on a gastronomic
journey to the beautiful island of
Sri Lanka.

The Rozana Hotel culinary
team, led by executive chef Viraj,
curated an authentic and immer-
sive experience, bringing the vi-
brant flavours and cultural
richness of Sri Lankan cuisine to
Muscat.

The event commemorating
the 76th Independence Day of
Sri Lanka, observed on February
4, was held at the Luban Ball-
room on February 8, and proved
a resounding success, attracting
food enthusiasts, locals, and
hotel guests alike.

Guests were treated to a sym-
phony of flavours, featuring tra-
ditional Sri Lankan spices,
aromatic herbs, and expertly

crafted dishes that showcased
the diversity of the island's culi-
nary heritage. Signature dishes
such as fragrant rice varieties,

spicy curries, and delectable
desserts captured the essence of
Sri Lankan gastronomy, delight-
ing the palates of attendees.

"We were thrilled to host the
Sri Lankan Food Night at Rozana
Hotel, providing our guests with
a unique opportunity to experi-

ence the rich tapestry of Sri
Lankan flavours right here in
Muscat," said Viraj, echoing his
team’s sentiments. “The event
was a testament to our commit-
ment to offering exceptional culi-
nary experiences and cultural
immersion to our patrons.”

The success of the Sri Lankan
Food Night underscores Rozana
Hotel's dedication to providing
diverse and memorable experi-
ences for its guests. The hotel
looks forward to organising more
culinary events that showcase
the global palette of flavours and
celebrate the rich tapestry of
world cuisines. Rozana Hotel,
nestled in Al Khuwair 42, boasts
198 well-maintained rooms, spa-
cious banquet halls and an all-
day dining restaurant, is
committed to providing unparal-
leled hospitality and unique culi-
nary experiences, establishing
themselves in the market.

Indian School Muscat holds 48th annual day celebrations

Indian School Muscat (ISM)
whooped it up with much pomp
and gaiety on the occasion of its
Annual Day celebration at the
school's New Multi-Purpose Hall
on February 1.

It was indeed a captivating
evening with a rich symphony of
achievements and emotions, a
vibrant tapestry woven with the
threads of diverse cultures and a
joyous celebration of harmony.

A galaxy of dignitaries graced
the solemn occasion. Chief guest
Mahfoudha Mubarak al Araimi,
Director General for Labour,
Muscat governorate and guest of
honour Dr Sivakumar Manickam,
chairman Board of Directors, In-
dian Schools in Oman, Ashwini
Sachin Sawrikar, finance director,
Board of Directors, Indian

Schools in Oman, Nideesh
Kumar, Sirajudeen Nehlat, Kr-
ishnenedu S, Directors of Board
of Directors, Indian Schools in
Oman, Vinobha M P, senior prin-
cipal and education advisor,
Board of Directors, grandparents,

parents and other valued guests
joined the proceedings.
Principal Rakesh Joshi, senior
vice principal -administration,
vice principals and assistant vice
principals of various sections,
heads of various departments,

teachers, student council mem-
bers and students were luminous
with pride and enthusiasm host-
ing the mega event.

National anthems of India and
Oman marked the commence-
ment of the auspicious occasion.
Lighting of the ceremonial lamp,
followed by a melodic prayer
song by the school choir facili-
tated a connection with the di-
vine.

Head girl Chandrika Singh
Yaduvanshi accorded a formal
welcome to the august gathering.

‘Excellence Redefined’ - a
panoramic vision of the crowning
moments and the principles that
drive the prodigious institution
was a mesmerising view. This
was followed by yet another
montage unveiling the latest de-

velopments and insights that ac-
celerated the journey in the year
2024. Principal Rakesh Joshi pre-
sented the annual report that
walked the audience through the
chronicles of activities, events,
achievements, and accolades
clinched by ISM over the past
year.

The most awaited moment
was the felicitation and acknowl-
edgement of the hard work and
enthusiasm of the teaching and
non-teaching staff for their zest-
ful contribution to the achieve-
ments of the school. Guest of
honour Dr Sivakumar Manickam
was invited to do the honours.

Teachers who completed 10,
20 and 25 vyears of dedicated
service to the school were hon-
oured during the event.

Trend Micro leader
in End Point Security,
says Gartner report

Trend Micro Incorporated, a
global cybersecurity leader,
has been recognized in the
2023 Gartner's Magic Quad-
rant report for Trend Vision
One in Endpoint Protection
Platforms (EPP). This marks
the 18th consecutive recogni-
tion for Trend Micro by Gart-
ner, showcasing a remarkable
track record since its initial ac-
knowledgment in 2002.

The Gartner Magic Quad-
rant research methodology
places technology providers
into four categories—Leaders,
Visionaries, Niche Players, and
Challengers - in rapidly evolv-
ing markets.

According to Gartner's re-
port, Trend Vision One - End-
point Security is well-suited
for a ‘broad range' of global or-
ganizations, making it an ideal
choice for those seeking to
consolidate security vendors,
integrate workspace security,
and manage hybrid environ-
ments.

Trend Vision One stands
out as a resilient security plat-
form, providing centralised
visibility and swift response
capabilities to safeguard digi-
tal assets. Its seamless inte-
gration  with  third-party
solutions enhances adaptabil-
ity, ensuring a comprehensive
set of security features.

“Our 18th accolade from
Gartner is not just a recogni-
tion, it's a heartwarming affir-
mation of the passion and
dedication we've poured into
our work since 2002," said Dr
Moataz bin Ali, regional vice
president and managing direc-

tor, MMEA, Trend Micro.

“Being acknowledged yet
again in Gartner's Magic
Quadrant for Trend Vision
One in Endpoint Protection
Platforms resonates deeply
with us and fuels our commit-
ment towards an even more
innovative future. We see this
as a steppingstone to propel
Trend Vision One forward, en-
visioning a future where our
solutions set new benchmarks
in cybersecurity, continuously
evolving to meet the dynamic
challenges of the digital
world.”

The report underscores
various notable strengths in
Trend Vision One offerings,
including integrated attack
surface management, security
configuration management,
and Extended Detection and
Response (XDR) capabilities,
all playing a pivotal role in
proactive risk reduction and
streamlining security opera-
tions. Furthermore, the com-
prehensive  nature  and
seamless integration of Trend
Micro's workspace security
suite components, which now
features the recent inclusion
of Identity Threat Detection
and Response (ITDR) capabil-
ity within the Trend Vision
One platform, was also ac-
knowledged. Trend Micro is
set to take part in the Gartner
Security and Risk Manage-
ment Summit in Dubai on
Monday and Tuesday. This
move underscores their com-
mitment, as highlighted in the
Trend Micro Mid-Year Cyber-
security Report for H12023.
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Significant shift in Ukraine's strategy

Kyiv, Ukraine - In a long-antici-
pated move, President
Volodymyr Zelensky has re-
placed General Valerii Zaluzhnyi
as the head of Ukraine's armed
forces, marking a significant shift
in the country’s military leader-
ship amid ongoing tensions with
Russia, reported CNN.

Speculation was rife for over a
week before Zelensky's an-
nouncement on February 8, re-
flecting the strained relationship
between him and Zaluzhnyi over
recent months.

The change comes at a crucial
moment in the war with Russia,
with Ukrainian units facing chal-
lenges along various fronts, par-
ticularly in the Donetsk and
Kharkiv regions. Shortages of
ammunition and experienced
personnel have added to the
complexities faced by Ukrainian
forces, as per CNN.

President Zelensky acknowl-
edged the need for urgent
changes, stating, ‘the feeling of
stagnation in the southern areas
and the difficulties in the fighting
in the Donetsk region have af-
fected the public mood'.

According to CNN, the ap-
pointment of General Oleksandr
Syrskyi as Zaluzhnyi's successor
signifies a potential shift in
Ukrainian military  strategy.
While Syrskyi is seen as a con-
sensus choice, concerns linger
regarding his leadership style

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky replaced General Valerii Zaluzhnyi as the head of Ukraine's armed forces, marking a significant shift in the

country's military leadership amid ongoing tensions with Russia

and effectiveness.

Syrskyi has been in command
of land forces since the Russian
invasion but was criticised for ex-

tending the defence of Bakhmut
at great human cost. Subordi-
nates have described him as
lacking empathy and some sol-

diers took to calling him ‘General
200’ (200 is the military code for
killed-in-action.)

Matthew Schmidt, Director of
the International Affairs pro-
gramme at the University of New
Haven, says: “Maybe it's a phase
in the war where a safe choice is
the right move.”

Syrskyi faces immediate chal-
lenges, including stabilising the

front lines, replenishing depleted
ranks, and expediting the deliv-
ery of Western munitions to bol-
ster Ukrainian defences.

Amid persistent Russian at-
tacks around Avdiivka and
Kupyansk, ‘the first priority is to
make sure you can hold the cur-
rent line of contact!, Schmidt
says.

The head of Ukrainian Military

Intelligence, Lt Gen Kyrylo Bu-
danov, told CNN at the end of
January that ammunition is ‘one
of the most decisive factors’ in
the war.

With the Biden administra-
tion's package of US$61bn in mil-
itary aid blocked in Congress, the
US has been sending smaller
packages for several months,
and the slowdown has already
begun affecting the Ukrainian
military’s planning and opera-
tions, according to US officials.

Schmidt says ‘the immediate
priority is to get enough artillery
shells to the front to keep the
Russians from exploiting the
pause in US aid. Each artillery
shell that's available to fire
equates to needing fewer in-
fantry to hold the line’.

This week, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said: “If
you ask a soldier at the front
what he needs most right now,
he will say shells. This answer
was the same yesterday, a
month ago, six months ago and a
year ago.”

The scarcity of artillery shells
remains a pressing issue, with US
military aid facing delays in
Congress. Efforts to enhance Eu-
ropean production of munitions
are underway but falling short of

targets.
With Russia's substantial
manpower advantage, esti-

mated to be three times greater

than Ukraine's, and ongoing mil-
itary adaptations, Ukraine seeks
to narrow the technological gap

through investments in un-
manned systems and cyber
technology.

Ukraine's more professional
units are exhausted by two
years of non-stop combat, and
their ranks are thinned by casu-
alties. Ukraine does not publish
figures, but US officials estimate
that as many as 70,000
Ukrainian soldiers have been
killed and nearly twice that
number have been injured.

In a column for CNN last
week, Zaluzhnyi said: “We must
acknowledge the significant ad-
vantage enjoyed by the enemy in
mobilising human resources and
how that compares with the in-
ability of state institutions in
Ukraine to improve the man-
power levels of our armed forces
without the use of unpopular
measures.”

Zelensky emphasised the im-
portance of domestic drone
technology, which has already
demonstrated effectiveness in
thwarting Russian advances in
key areas.

While filling  Zaluzhnyi's
shoes poses a challenge, the
focus remains on fostering unity
and purpose within Ukraine's
leadership amid a precarious
window of vulnerability.

ANI

King Charles thanks public
for support, good wishes

London, UK - King Charles Ill ex-
pressed his ‘heartfelt thanks' on
Saturday to the public for their
support and good wishes in his
first message after being diag-
nosed with cancer.

“I would like to express my
most heartfelt thanks for the
many messages of support and
good wishes | have received in re-
cent days,” Charles said in his
message from Sandringham in
Norfolk. “As all those who have
been affected by cancer will
know, such kind thoughts are the
greatest comfort and encourage-
ment,” King Charles said in the
statement.

“It is equally heartening to
hear how sharing my own diag-
nosis has helped promote public
understanding and shine a light
on the work of all those organisa-
tions which support cancer pa-
tients and their families across
the UK and wider world,” he
added.

Britain's King Charles IlI

Buckingham Palace said on
January 17 that Charles would re-
ceive a ‘corrective procedure’ at
a hospital for an enlarged
prostate.

The palace later issued an-
other statement, that said he had
been admitted to the hospital for
a scheduled prostate treatment.

Following a three-night stay at
the London Clinic, Charles left the
hospital. But Buckingham Palace

announced on Monday that
Charles has been diagnosed with
an unspecified form of cancer
and has begun treatment.

Charles ascended to the
throne following the death of his
long-serving mother, Queen Eliz-
abeth Il on September 8, 2022.

In May 2023, in the first coro-
nation service in nearly 70 years,
he was crowned at Westminster
Abbey in London.

Cambodia: Celebrating fishing festival

Siem Reap, Cambodia - Wading
in thigh-deep muddy watersin a
big lake here in the cultural
province of Siem Reap, hun-
dreds of villagers on Sunday
used traditional fishing tools to
catch fish in an annual fishing
festival.

Wearing palm leaf hats and
traditional scarves to protect
themselves from the scorching
sun, villagers netted freshwater
snakehead fish, catfish and
climbing perch fish in a pro-
tected lake in Bangkoang village,
Prasat Bakong district, about
300km from the capital Phnom
Penh.

Villager Chan Poun said this
tradition has been celebrated by
villagers every year in February
after the rice harvest season.

"It has been celebrated since
ancient times. This is the tradi-
tion of our Cambodian villagers
here,” he told Xinhua while tak-
ing part in the ceremony.

“I'm very happy to join this
festival and would like to see our
villagers continue to preserve

A villager casts his fishnet during a traditional fishing festival in Siem Reap province, Cambodia on Sunday (Xinhua)

this tradition forever,” he added.

Poun, who has participated in
the event for more than 10
years, noticed that this tradi-
tional ceremony has gained
popularity from year to year, as
more and more people have
joined it.

Prasat Bakong's district gov-

ernor So Platong said the tradi-
tion has existed since ancient
times to mark the end of the rice
harvest season, and it has been
passed down for generations.
“This is the tradition of the
villagers in Siem Reap province,
which is home to the Angkor
Archaeological Park,” he told re-

porters at the event. “It is one of
our traditional festivals to help
attract national and interna-
tional tourists.” Platong said
participants are only allowed to
use traditional fishing gear such
as woven bamboo traps and
nets to scoop up their catch.
Xinhua

1,100 killed or injured in
Haiti in January, says UN

United Nations, US - UN hu-
manitarians on Friday said
they were deeply concerned
about escalating unrest in
Haiti's major cities, where
more than 1,100 people have
been killed or injured in the
first month of this year.

The UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) cited the UN
Human Rights Office for the
tally of casualties in the cap-
ital of Port-au-Prince and
other major cities, the high-
est for the period in two
years.

“In recent days, outbreaks
of deadly violence amid
demonstrations have caused
major disruptions to human-
itarian operations, affecting
our plans to reach civilians in
need, especially those at dis-
placement sites,” OCHA
said. “There are more than

313,000 people displaced
around the country.”

The humanitarians said
that road blockages and
movement restrictions im-
pact healthcare workers and
compromise access to es-
sential social services. Diffi-
culties accessing roads and
ports also affect the delivery
of life-saving relief.

“One humanitarian organ-
isation in the Department of
Sud was also looted, which
will have a major impact on
its operations in the coming
days,"” said the office.

Additionally, the humani-
tarians said more than 1,000
schools nationwide, including
in Port-au-Prince and other
urban areas, were temporar-
ily closed in mid-January be-
cause of ongoing anti-gang
demonstrations.

Xinhua

Astronaut Gezeravci achieves historic milestone

Ankara, Turkey - Alper Gezer-
avci, Turkey's first astronaut,
achieved the National Space Pro-
gramme's goals and contributed
to scientific literature, boosting
the Turkish people’s interest in
space.

His mission, which began Jan-
uary 19, will be completed on Sat-
urday with a planned return to
Earth. Gezeravci conducted 13
scientific experiments aboard the
International Space Station, rais-
ing awareness of Turkey's space
journey.

The Turkish flag was raised on
the Martyrs' Bridge on July 15
during a nationwide live broad-
cast. Gezeravci's journey began
with the successful launch of the
SpaceX Dragon capsule from
Kennedy Space Center in the US
state of Florida on January 19.

The Ax-3 crew was officially
welcomed onboard the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) after 36
hours of travel.

During a live broadcast, he re-
cited Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s

famous quote: “The future is in
the skies,” as his first words.

“As Turkey, we are experienc-
ing the joy of taking a step to-
wards a first in our history. We
are eager to contribute to the sci-
ence and research conducted
here,” he added.

As soon as Gezeravci arrived
on the ISS as a low Earth orbit
laboratory, he transferred exper-
iment setups from the Dragon
capsule to pre-experiment stor-
age positions.

Then he observed reactions of
microgravity experi-
ments, ranging from cancer to
immune cells and from algae to
propolis.

He successfully conducted 13
experiments prepared by the
Turkish Space Agency (TUA)
and TUBITAK Space Commis-
sion.

Gezeravci's experiments con-
ducted in 14 days, had definitions
of terms for easier understanding
shared daily on TUA's social

various

media accounts.

Gezeravci answered public
questions, especially from young
people, about space and ex-
plained scientific  research
through live connections with
Earth.

He held his first meeting in
space with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Gezeravci expressed pride in
representing Turkey on the ISS
and expressed hope for Turkish
youth.

Responding to Erdogan's
statement: “You have become an
inspiration to our entire nation,”
Gezeravcl said: “As we step into
Turkey's Century on the 100th
anniversary of our republic, | am
proud to represent my country
and carry our flag on the ISS in
this important and meaningful
mission. For years, space has
been considered a dream belong-
ing to other nations, and by turn-
ing this dream into reality, you
have given many Turkish youth,
including myself, the gift of hope.
You have allowed us to raise and
strengthen our self-confidence.’

Turkish Minister of Industry
and Technology, Mehmet Fatih
Kacir, requested Gezeravci strike
the TEKNOFEST pose' in space.

Gezeravci shared the moment
on social media, wishing every
citizen of Turkey to draw ‘inspira-
tion’ from his journey, creating
‘'hope for the future’'.

He met with students from
various cities and answered jour-
nalists’ questions through a live
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112 Palestinians killed in Gaza in last

Gaza, Palestine - At least 112
more Palestinians were killed
and 173 others injured in the last
24 hours as Israel continues its
onslaught on the besieged Gaza
Strip, the territory’'s Health Min-
istry said on Sunday.

“The Israeli occupation com-
mitted 14 massacres against
families in the Gaza Strip, leaving
112 martyrs and 173 injured dur-
ing the past 24 hours,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

"Many people are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads as
rescuers are unable to reach
them,"” the statement said.

Flouting the provisional ruling
of the International Court of Jus-
tice, Israel continues its offensive
on the Gaza Strip where at least
28,176 Palestinians have been
killed, mostly women and chil-
dren, and 67,784 injured since
October 7, according to Pales-
tinian health authorities.

Israel has pounded the Gaza
Strip since a cross-border attack
by Hamas, which Tel Aviv says
killed nearly 1,200 people.

The Israeli offensive has left
85 per cent of Gaza's population
internally displaced amid acute
shortages of food, clean water,
and medicine, while 60 per cent
of the enclave's infrastructure
was damaged or destroyed, ac-
cording to the UN.

Attack on hospital
Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
on Saturday said that at least two

people were killed and five oth-
ersinjured in the Nasser Hospital
in the Gaza Strip over the last
two days. “In the past 48 hours,
MSF staff report shots fired at
people inside Nasser Hospital.
Two people were killed, five oth-
ers injured, including one nurse
who was severely wounded,” it
said on X.

It noted that the medical staff
of the hospital are afraid to move
within and around the hospital
due to the fear of being shot.

It said that Israeli forces are
continuing operations in the im-
mediate vicinity of Nasser Hos-
pital, adding: “We are worried for
the lives of MSF colleagues,
medical staff and patients at

Nasser Hospital. Medical facili-
ties, their surroundings and staff
should always be protected, and
access to hospitals unhindered.”
The Israeli army has slapped a
siege around the Nasser Medical
Complex in Khan Younis city
since January 22 as part of its
military offensive in the area.
Meanwhile, Israeli Defence

Minister Yoav Gallant said on
Sunday that ‘deepening’ the mil-
itary operation in Gaza brings Tel
Aviv closer to reaching a ‘realistic
agreement’ to return hostages.
“This morning, we are hosting
the IDF (Israeli army) Cabinet
meeting, to show the ministers
exactly how we are reaching and
deepening our achievements and

what we have found in Gaza,”
said Gallant in a televised speech
broadcast by the Public Broad-
casting Corporation showing, in
the background, weapons and
missiles that Gallant claimed
were found by the Israeli army at
Hamas sites in Gaza.

“You can see a small part of
the things here, missiles, explo-

24 hours, death toll climbs to 28,176

sive devices, mines, a very large
number of maps, means of com-
munication, documents, and
computers,” he added.

"We penetrated into the heart
of Hamas's most sensitive
places, and used its intelligence
against it,” Gallant said, claiming:
“We blew up their weapons in
the field. All of this leads to pen-
etrating the heart of Hamas' ca-
pabilities. The deeper we delve
into this process, the closer we
come to reaching a realistic
agreement to return the
hostages.”

Hamas is believed to be hold-
ing nearly 136 Israelis. There was
no comment from Hamas on
Gallant's statement.

However, thousands of Is-
raelis demonstrated on Saturday
in Tel Aviv and Haifa to demand
the dismissal of the government
led by Benjamin Netanyahu, the
holding of early elections and a
hostage swap deal with Hamas,
according to media reports.

Private Channel 12 reported
that thousands protested in
Habima Square in central Tel
Aviv against the government and
demanded early elections.

The official Israeli broadcast-
ing authority noted ‘a massive
demonstration in Tel Aviv de-
manding the government to
reach a deal for the return of all
the hostages, and other two
protests in front of Netanyahu's
residence in Jerusalem'.

Anadolu Agency

US carries out ‘self-defence strikes' against
Houthi targets in Yemen, says CENTCOM

Washington, US - The US on
Saturday carried out ‘self-de-
fence strikes' against Houthi tar-
gets in Yemen, the US Central
Command (CENTCOM) an-
nounced on Sunday.

“On Feb. 10, between 4 - 5

p.m., (Sanaa time) (1300-
1400GMT), U.S. Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) forces

successfully conducted self-de-
fence strikes against two un-
manned surface vessels (USV)
and three mobile anti-ship cruise
missiles (ASCM) north of Al Hu-
daydah, Yemen, that were pre-
pared to launch against ships in
the Red Sea,” CENTCOM said on
X. The CENTCOM said it deter-
mined the targets presented an
‘imminent threat’ to US Navy
ships and merchant vessels in
the region.

“These actions will protect
freedom of navigation and make
international waters safer and
more secure for U.S. Navy and
merchant vessels,” it added.

Yemen's Houthi group has
targeted vessels in the southern
Red Sea, warning that it will at-
tack all Israeli-bound ships. It
said the attacks are meant to
support Palestinians as they face
Israel’s ‘aggression and siege' in

Gaza. The Red Sea is one of the
world's most frequently used sea
routes for oil and fuel shipments.

US Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin recently announced the
creation of a multinational mis-

sion - Operation Prosperity
Guardian - to counter the Houthi
attacks.

Houthis to
expand operations
Meanwhile, the Houthi group
has vowed to expand its opera-
tions against Israel if it escalates
the war in Rafah in the southern
Gaza Strip.

“"We say to the Israeli entity
that if there is any escalation in
Rafah or Gaza, you should know

that our path is escalation,” Mo-
hammed Ali Al-Houthi, a mem-
ber of the Supreme Political
Council of the Houthis, said in a
statement late on Saturday.

He added that ‘as long as the
human tragedy in Gaza worsens,
and the injustice and mass killing
of people in Gaza continues, op-
erations will expand according to
field data’.

On Saturday, Houthi group
announced that 17 of its fighters
were killed in airstrikes carried
out by the US and UK on Yemen.

The Saba news agency, affili-
ated with the Houthis, said:
“Today (Saturday), in a dignified
funeral procession, the bodies of
several martyrs of the nation,
armed forces, and security forces
who were martyred in the Amer-
ican-British aggression airstrikes,
were mourned.”

This is the second time that
the group has announced fatali-
ties among its members due to
US and UK airstrikes.

The first time was on the day
the US and UK began airstrikes
on Yemen on January 12, when
Houthis announced that five of
its fighters were killed and six
others injured.

Anadolu Agency

[ranian President Ebrahim Raisi calls for Israel’s ouster from UN

Tehran, Iran - Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi on Sunday called
for the expulsion of Israel from
the United Nations over its
deadly war on the Gaza Strip as
the country marked the 45th
anniversary of its Islamic revo-
lution with nationwide rallies.

In a public address at the
iconic Azadi Square in Tehran,
Raisi said Iran proposes to expel
Israel from the UN as it has
failed to adhere to the world
body's resolutions.

He called for an immediate

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi

halt to the bombardment of
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip,
adding that Israel is ‘doomed'.
Tens of thousands of people
took to the streets on Sunday in
Tehran and other major Iranian
cities to mark 45 years of the
1979 revolution that ended the
54-year rule of Iran’s Pahlavi dy-
nasty and led to the establish-
ment of the Islamic Republic.
The events that led to the ex-
pulsion of the last Pahlavi ruler -
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi - also
caused the breakdown in diplo-

matic relations between Tehran
and Washington.

Following the 1979 revolu-
tion, Iran also severed its diplo-
matic and trade ties with Israel
and refused to accept the legiti-
macy of the government in Tel
Aviv.

During Sunday's rally in
Tehran, which passed through
the busiest intersections of the
city, people chanted vociferous
slogans such as ‘Death to Amer-
ica’ and ‘Death to Israel’.
Anadolu Agency

Istanbul, Turkey - Kuwait,
Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) condemned
on Saturday the Israeli army's
plans to attack Rafah in the
southern Gaza Strip.

The Kuwaiti Foreign Min-
istry ‘expresses its deep con-
cern about the Israeli
occupation forces' plans to at-
tack the city of Rafah in the
Gaza Strip after forcibly de-
porting its civilians', said a
statement.

It reiterated Kuwait's
stance that rejects ‘aggressive
practices and displacement
schemes against the Pales-
tinian people'.

The statement also reaf-
firmed its position that urges
‘the international community
and the Security Council to
fulfil their responsibilities in
protecting innocent Pales-
tinian civilians'.

The agency encouraged
‘the activation of interna-
tional accountability mecha-
nisms to put an end to the
ongoing Israeli violations of
international law, humanitar-
ian law, and legitimate inter-
national resolutions'.

Qatar also 'strongly con-
demned the Israeli threats to
invade Rafah'.

Doha warned of ‘a human-

Kuwait, Qatar, UAE
express concerns

about Israel’s plans
to attack city of Rafah

itarian catastrophe in the city,
which has become the last
refuge for hundreds of thou-
sands of displaced people in-
side the besieged enclave’'.

The country asked ‘the
United Nations  Security
Council to urgently act to pre-
vent the Israeli occupation
forces from invading Rafah
and committing genocide in
the city'.

Qatar reiterated its ‘firm re-
jection of attempts to forcibly
displace the Palestinian peo-
ple from Gaza'.

Meanwhile, the UAE Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs ex-
pressed its ‘serious concern
about the Israeli army’s plans
to launch a military operation
in Rafah, which is filled with
displaced Palestinians'.
Anadolu Agency
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Pakistan: PTI-backed independent
candidates lead with 95 seats in NA

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) occupies the second position with 78 seats

Islamabad, Pakistan - Indepen-
dent candidates allied to Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party have secured a com-
manding lead with 95 seats in
the National Assembly, ARY
News reported, saying the infor-
mation is based on unofficial and
unconfirmed results from 257
out of 265 constituencies.

Details revealed that results
from seven constituencies are
yet to be confirmed, while the
outcome of one National As-
sembly constituency remains
withheld.

The current scenario indicates
that no single party is positioned
to form a government indepen-
dently based on the unofficial
and unconfirmed results.

Currently, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) occu-
pies the second position in the
National Assembly with 78
seats, and the Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) follows closely in
third place with 54 seats, as re-
ported by ARY News.

The withholding of the result
for NA-64 stems from a chal-
lenge posed by Qaisara llahi, a
candidate supported by PTI.
Moving beyond the major par-
ties, Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan has secured 17
seats, Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazal 3, and both Istekham-e-

The current scenario indicates that no single party is positioned to form a government independently based on the unofficial and unconfirmed results

Pakistan Party and Pakistan
Muslim League-Quaid have
clinched two seats each in the
lower house of Parliament. Fur-
thermore, the Pakistan Muslim
League-Zia, Majlis-e-Wahdatul
Muslimeen, and Balochistan Na-
tional Party have each secured
one seat.

The election, which saw the
participation of around 60mn
voters on February 8, witnessed
more than 1.Tmn election offi-
cials fulfilling their duties, ac-
cording to the preliminary
report by the Free and Fair Elec-
tion Network (FAFEN). Addi-
tionally, over 0.7mn police and

military personnel were de-
ployed across the country and
outside polling stations to en-
sure peace and order on Elec-
tion Day, ARY News reported.
Results for 10 National As-
sembly seats and 16 provincial
assembly seats in Pakistan have
been withheld as losing candi-

dates, dissatisfied with the out-
comes, have challenged them.
Challenges from defeated
candidates in 10 National As-
sembly constituencies and 16
provincial assembly  seats
prompted the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) to with-
hold the results. The Returning

Officers for NA-15 Manshera,
NA-46 Islamabad-I, NA-47 Is-
lamabad-Il, and NA-48 Islam-
abad-Ill have been instructed not
to release the results.
Moreover, challenges have
been raised against the results of
NA-55 Rawalpindi, NA-49, NA-
50 Attock, NA-65, NA-63, and
NA-28, according to ARY News.
Simultaneously, results for
provincial assembly constituen-
cies PP-11, PP-14, PP-16, PP-20,
PP-31, PP-33, and PP-59 are also
contested by the losing candi-
dates. Anticipating a surge in
legal activity, several election re-
sults from the 2024 general
elections, indicating PML-N can-
didates’ victories, face challenges
in high courts. Allegations of 'rig-
ging’ accompany these chal-
lenges, heightening tensions.
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI-affiliated independent can-
didates have taken their con-
cerns to the Lahore High Court
(LHC), challenging the results of
PP-164 and NA-118, where She-
hbaz Sharif and Hamza Shehbaz
secured victory. In a petition, in-
dependent candidate Yousuf
Mio, who contested against
PML-N president, claims denial
of entry to the office by the re-
turning officer (RO), ARY News
reported.
ANI

India: Cold
weather
continues to
grip Delhi

New Delhi, India - Cold
weather conditions contin-
ued to prevail in the national
capital on Sunday morning.
People at different places
around the city huddled
around bonfires to keep
themselves warm.

According to the data
shared by the IMD, the min-
imum temperature in the
city can go to seven degrees
and the maximum temper-
ature would reach 25 de-
grees Celsius.

Owing to visibility woes,
several flights were report-
edly delayed at Delhi's In-
dira Gandhi International
Airport on Sunday.

In view of the same, Delhi
Airport has issued an advi-
sory informing flights that
are not CAT IIl compliant
may be affected.

According to the weather
agency, the maximum tem-
perature in the city would
reach around 25 degrees
Celsius over the next two
days.

The Met Department has
also predicted light rainfall
over Central India from
February 10-12 and East
India from February 12-14.

Last week, severe cold
and dense fog persisted in
North India, including Delhi.
ANI

US trying to threaten India-Russia
relationship with sanctions: Envoy

New Delhi, India - The Russian
envoy to India, Denis Alipov, said
on Saturday while his country re-
mains New Delhi's ‘reliable and
time-tested friend’, the US is try-
ing to threaten the relationship
with sanctions.

“In India, Russia enjoys a solid
reputation as a reliable, sincere,
well-intentioned,  time-tested
friend. Such an image was initially
shaped due to the major contri-
bution of the USSR to Indian
socio-economic development,
and it largely persists to this day,”
he said.

In an interview with the RT
news agency, the Russian envoy
added: “US officials who come
here do not hesitate to directly
state that they are pursuing the
goal of tearing New Delhi away
from Moscow.

“They are even making threats
with secondary sanctions. Some
Indian partners are forced to ex-
ercise caution, sometimes,
frankly speaking, excessively, but
there are also a significant num-
ber of those for whom such an
approach is unacceptable.”

Highlighting the growing bilat-
eral ties, the Russian envoy said:
“Our ties continue to steadily ex-

Russian envoy to India Denis Alipov (AN

DENIS ALIPOV

pand in a wide range of areas ac-
cording to our converging na-
tional interests. But unlike our
Western partners, we have never
conditioned cooperation on poli-
tics, have not interfered in do-
mestic affairs, and have always
maintained mutually respectful
and trusted relationships. There-
fore, even now we mainly see a

growing desire to keep working
together and finding ways to
overcome well-known impedi-
ments caused by destructive uni-
lateral approaches.”

"It should be noted that over
the recent years the number of
such contacts has increased
manifold, and they are becoming
more and more meaningful, in-

cluding distributing information
detailing the economic and in-
vestment potential and promising
areas for interaction. It is indica-
tive that the current bilateral
trade turnover, which at the end
of 2023 may exceed US$60bn, is
several times higher than the pre-
sanctions figures,” he added.

Alipov also called for urgent
reforms of the United Nations
and agencies under it while mak-
ing a strong case for the inclusion
of India as a permanent member
of the UN Security Council.

“We are of the view that India
as a permanent member of the
Security Council could make a
significant contribution to pro-
moting balance as well as an
agenda focused on the interests
of the world majority, primarily
the countries of the Global
South,” the Russian envoy said.

India and Russia have main-
tained a robust strategic partner-
ship, rooted in historical ties, over
decades. Central to this relation-
ship is defence cooperation, with
Russia serving as a major supplier
of military equipment to India and
both nations engaging in joint
military exercises.

ANI

India: Security tightened
ahead of farmers’ march

New Delhi, India - Security has
been increased near the Tikri bor-
der amid calls issued by farmer
organisations to march to the na-
tional capital on February 13.

To prevent any untoward inci-
dent, big containers, cemented
and iron barricades, and water
canons were placed by police of-
ficials at the Singhu border of
Delhi. In Haryana, the CRPF and
other security agencies have
been deployed to ensure law and
order is maintained. Mobile inter-
net services and bulk SMS have
also been suspended in seven
districts until February 13.

A top police official said that
Section 144 has been imposed in
Panchkula.  Sirsa-Chandigarh
Highway has been blocked by
digging the road, and heavy
stones have been placed near
Musahib Wala village along the
Haryana-Punjabi border.

The Shambhu border has been
sealed on the Punjab-Haryana
border. BSF and RAF personnel
have also been deployed.

DCP Arshdeep Singh told ANI:
“Due to the farmers’ movement,
we have sealed the Shambhu
border..When they come here,
we will request that they not go

A road is barricaded as security tightened at Ambala-Kaithal bypass,

ahead of the farmers’ call for March to Delhi, in Ambala on Sunday (aND)

beyond this because they do not
have permission for it. We want
them to end the movement
peacefully...”

Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice Subhash Chandra and Sirsa
Sadar Police Station Incharge
Sukhdev Singh are present at the
spot to oversee security arrange-
ments. Traffic restrictions have
been imposed on vehicular
movement between Haryana and
Punjab. Roads leading to Punjab
have been blocked near Dabwali,
Rodi, and Kalanwali in Haryana.

According to Panchkula DCP
Sumer Singh Pratap: “Section 144
has been imposed in Panchkula.
A ban was imposed on taking out

processions, demonstrations,
march pasts on foot or with trac-
tor trolleys and other vehicles,
and carrying any sticks, rods or
weapons.”

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar-led Haryana government
on Saturday announced the sus-
pension of mobile internet, bulk
SMS, and all dongle services in
several districts till February 13 in
view of the farmers call.

According to a notification is-
sued by the Haryana administra-
tion, bulk SMS and all dongle
services provided on mobile net-
works, except voice calls, will re-
main suspended.

ANI

Creative

Lanzhou, China - A plush toy
named ‘Happy Loong' has re-
cently captured the hearts of vis-
itors to the Gansu Provincial
Museum in northwest China.

Modelled after a Ming Dy-
nasty (1368-1644) gold orna-
ment in the shape of a loong, or
Chinese dragon, over 1,000 of
these chubby and grinning loong
toys were sold in the first week
after it made its debut earlier this
year.

Wu Xiaoyu, a designer of the
toy, said the museum'’s creative
cultural product design team had
aimed to create a more adorable
and joyous version of the tradi-

tional loong to cater to the tastes
of young people.

Established in 2015, the team
consists of 12 young designers,
with the youngest of them aged
24.

This innovative approach to
museum souvenirs reflects a
broader trend of making cultural
products more appealing to
young Chinese museum-goers,
driving up revenue across vari-
OUS Museums.

The Palace Museum'’s online
store, for instance, offers playful
and humorous souvenirs featur-
ing emperors in Chinese history.
These souvenirs range from lip-

Two creative cultural products sold at the souvenir shop of the Museum in Lanzhou (Xinhua)

sticks and fans to adhesive tape
and wallets, and have received
rave reviews from customers.

Similarly, the Liaoning Provin-
cial Museum has developed
nearly 300 types of cultural
products, generating revenue of
14mn yuan (about US$2mn) in
2023.

According to Cui Youxin, head
of the creative cultural product
centre at the Gansu Provincial
Museum, the success of these
innovative souvenirs lies in their
ability to meet the demands of
young people seeking relaxation
and individuality.

However, Cui emphasised

museum souvenirs prove smash hit among Chinese youth

that creating truly ingenious cul-
tural products requires an inti-
mate knowledge of cultural relics
and their historical background.

“Only those deeply rooted in
the soil of Chinese history and
culture can stand the test of
time,” she said.

In addition to ‘Happy Loong’,
the Gansu Provincial Museum
offers stuffed toys inspired by the
flying apsaras of the Mogao
Grottoes and the bronze gallop-
ing horse from the Eastern Han
Dynasty (25-220), all of which
combine rich history with Gen-Z
appeal.

Xinhua
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

It's a great day to get back in touch with your culinary skills. Your
creativity is itching for a way to express itself, and food is a wonderful
medium for expression. Being in the kitchen will give you time to relax.
Let your mind wander as you concentrate on whipping up a delicious
dinner for your favorite person tonight, especially if that favorite person
is you! You don't always need to use creativity for the benefit of other

people, you know!

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

When did you get the idea that having doubt in your life was a bad
thing? Sure, it might cause you to pause your progress right in the
middle of a nice groove, but questioning where you are going is always a
healthy thing to do. So don't hesitate to check yourself today. Even if
you're happier than you have ever been, just do a bit of a review of how
you're feeling about things. Take your emotional pulse and confirm that

you know what you're doing and want more.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Today could pan out well for you, or not. The outcome depends on the
way you choose to react to the day's news. The best way to make sure
that things go well is to stay positive. Visualize the way you want things
to go down and do whatever you can to make them manifest that way.
Show the Universe how you want things to be, and it might just follow

along. Avoid negative people who like to focus on doom and gloom and

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

There could be a lot of gossip and drama around you today, but you
should try hard to rise above all of the pettiness -- there are people who
let jealousy rule their intellect, and you need to avoid these poisonous
people like the plague right now. You're in a highly susceptible time,
when what other people do or say could influence you more than you
would like it to. Stay objective and don't let someone's appearance

influence what you think of them.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

In order to move past your mistakes, you have to keep pushing yourself
forward. The only person who is still beating you up over what you did
is you, and it's time to move on. You are not perfect, that's no mystery.
But no one else is either. Set a goal today. Hold yourself to a high
standard and force yourself to rise to your own expectations. Give
yourself an emotional hug and start focusing on the future. You've

learned from where you've been.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

People are totally ready to get on board with your latest plan, but you
need to remember to communicate clearly. What do you need them to
do? Don't worry about insulting their intelligence. Draw them a picture
if you have to. People need to be given expectations in order to feel a
sense of accomplishment, so don't hold back when you're handing out

the day's responsibilities. It's a sign of a good leader that you know how

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
No matter what you're feeling when you wake up, do your best to
put on a happy face. Use your incredibly rich imagination to figure
out a way to fake it until you feel it. There is little doubt that if you
decide to show the world that you're feeling good, the world will
start to give you reasons to actually feel good deep down to your
toes. People like to be nice to smiling faces, so brighten up. Put your

best foot forward.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

When an authority figure tells you to do something today, do it. Now is
not the time to get defensive or ask why. Now is the time to be more
obedient. Trust your boss. It's important to question authority figures in
order to be valuable to them, but today is not the day for major doubt. The
people around you know more than you do, which is probably why they
are asking you to take on more responsibilities. The only way to truly

comprehend your abilities is to use them.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

You have some excellent social and career connections, but you cannot
rely on them too much right now. It's much wiser to pursue your

current goals by yourself. Not only will it help you strengthen your own
skills, but it will help show these folks that you don't always need them
for everything, and that will improve your stature in their eyes. It's time

for you to flesh out your reputation as a mover and shaker. Looking like

TEST YOUR

1. Who led the expedition that
successfully made the first as-
cent of Mt Everest in 1953?

A. Colonel H C J (John) Hunt
B. Sir Edmund Hillary

C. Tenzing Norgay

D. Eric Shipton

2. A group of what is usually
called a "parliament"?

A. Owls

B. Ravens

C. Crows

D. Rooks

3. What is the name of a spectac-

ular group of six canyons in the

you're likely to stay more cheerful yourself. to delegate. Keep the big picture in mind. a follower is not going to be good for you now.

Sierra Madre Occidental in the

southwestern part of Chihuahua,

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 ) PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 northwestern Mexico, a name de-
H ¢ )'-.
4 :\' You can't have everything in your life exactly way you want it right A You need to trust your instincts today, especially if they tell you to @& P Sharing your secrets is unwise today, because someone who is known rived from the colour of the walls?
s \,l\'-" now. Your life has to be all about give-and-take, for the time being at g:‘, avoid doing something that you usually do without a second thought. to be quite a blabbermouth will be within hearing range, and they are A. Copper Canyon

least. It's not that you have been acting selfishly, but you shouldn't be Your sudden hesitation or retreat could cause some people to be looking for grist for their gossip mill. Don't let it be you! So when you're

B. Painted Chasm
C. Black Canyon
D. Red Gorge
V'€ V2V '|isiomsuy

hesitant to give in here and there or sacrifice a few things you don't confused, but they will see the wisdom of your choice soon enough. in public, stick to the topics that no one cares much about, or the ones

absolutely need. It will end up helping you appreciate what you have all And you can't let the potential reactions of other people force you to that everyone already knows everything about. Show some discretion.

the more. Making this sacrifice could go a long way toward impressing do something that doesn't feel right, no matter how much sway they Even if your news is eating you up, you know you need to wait before

the people you need to impress. may have over your career or social life. divulging it, so be patient.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

6 1 7|9
7|5 8l3| |6
4

9
8

Each game will present you with a 1
matrix filled with letters. The

objective is to form words by linking
adjacent letters - to the left, right, on
top, bottom, or diagonal to each
other. The Boggles Classic game
uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are 1
valued at one point for each letter in

excess of two letters. A three letter
word is worth one point, a four
letter word is worth two points, and
so on. Valid words must be at least
three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average

H |0

o

|0
oW

N | On

ANSWER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count

[on [0t |m | o]~ |od o0
[~ |~ |io|ou|ov o] |m |0
oo | | od [ |0 = |on |10y |+
/|~ in/cjon] o=
~|od|on o <+ |m i | |~
< | On |00 |~ Uy |0d [~ | <D |
0 |I0|m|~ e < eu I~ (o

(U5 | = | D 0D P~ |« |73 | On | Od
0d | | = |On |0 D00 < (LD
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Finn Fisher-Black celebrates after winning the second stage of Tour of Oman on Sunday

New Zealander wins second stage in Qurayat in heavy rains

Muscat - New Zealand rider Finn
Fisher-Black of UAE Team Emi-
rates put up a dominating perfor-
mance to win the dramatic 170.4
km stage two of the 13th edition
of Tour of Oman in Qurayat on
Sunday.

On a day of heavy rains, the
Kiwi youngster picked up a spec-
tacular victory after more than

four hours of racing that began at
As Sifah. This is the second suc-
cessive triumph for Finn in Mus-
cat following his earlier title of
the second edition of the Muscat
Classic event on Friday.

The star of UAE Team Emi-
rates claimed the overall leader's
red jersey (general individual
time) after he completed the

race in 4 hours, 4 minutes, and 4
seconds ahead of US rider Luke
Lamperti of Soudal Quick-Step
team who finished in 4h, 4mi and
6sec. ltalian rider Diego Ulissi
finished third also clocking 4h,
4min and 6sec. Fisher-Black
bagged red (individual time clas-
sification), green (general points
classification) and white (young

rider) jerseys while Oscar Pelegri
Ferrnandis from Burgos-BH team
of Spain got the golden jersey for
the most aggressive rider for the
second straight stage.

"It is nice to have two victories
in three days after my opening
triumph in Muscat classic race
and then in Tour of Oman in the
second stage. It was a tough race

It

was a tough race and competition

and competition in these
weather conditions. | did not ex-
pect to see this weather as | was
in Saudi Arabia and UAE in the
last two weeks and | thought it
would remain the same climate
here in Muscat. The heavy rains
were in the last part of the race

but the weather was in good
condition during the earlier part,”
Fisher-Black said

“We managed as a team to
overcome some climbs and hills
during the stage as we imple-
mented a good tactical and
strategic plan. One of our team

members crashed during the
race but he managed to continue
the race later. We are eyeing for
more victories in the coming
days of the race,” he said.

Ahmed bin Mohammed al
Humaidi, Chairman of Muscat
Municipality, the chief guest pre-
sented the awards in the pres-
ence of officials from the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth and Oman Cycling Asso-
ciation.

Liverpool beat Burnley to
stay top after Man City win

London, England - Manchester
City claimed the Premier League
summit only to be swiftly
knocked off it by Liverpool on
Saturday, in a sign of what is
likely to be in store over the com-
ing weeks in a nail-biting title
race.

Erling Haaland's double - his
first goals since returning from a
foot injury - earned champions
City a 2-0 victory over an obdu-
rate Everton side at The Etihad
Stadium.

That cranked up the pressure
on Liverpool but Juergen Klopp's
side duly responded by beating
Burnley 3-1 with Dioga Jota, Luis
Diaz and Darwin Nunez all on
target.

It meant the day ended as it
had begun with Liverpool two
points clear of City, who have
played one game less.

Liverpool have 54 points from
24 games with City on 52 from
23 and third-placed Arsenal,
who face West Ham United on
Sunday, on 49 from 23 games.

Klopp's side, beaten by Arse-
nal last week, were not at their
best again and had to work hard
to subdue Burnley who actually

Elena Rybakina

Liverpool's Darwin Nunez celebrates after scoring against Burnley

equalised through Dara O'Shea's
header and looked capable of
taking something home as they
battle against relegation. Jota
headed Liverpool into the lead in
the 31st minute and Diaz and
Nunez, also with headers, se-
cured the victory after the break
to return Liverpool above City.
"It's not only the three points.
You cannot have momentum
guaranteed all the time," Klopp,
whose side host City on March
10, said. "It's always a different

challenge. If it's not clicking
straight away, fight through it. It
was really tough today but the
boys fought through and got
three points."

One worry for Klopp, how-
ever, was Trent Alexander-
Arnold's failure to emerge for the
second half because of injury.

Tottenham moved back into
the top four - leapfrogging Aston
Villa - thanks to Brennan John-
son who struck in stoppage time
to beat Brighton 2-1.

Ruthless Arsenal exact
revenge on West Ham

Nottingham, England - Arsenal
exacted sweet revenge on West
Ham United with a 6-0 away
thrashing to stay right in the
thick of the Premier League title
race on Sunday, obliterating their
hosts before halftime.

Mikel Arteta's side had lost
twice against their London rivals
this season but were 4-0 ahead
by halftime with goals by
William Saliba, Bukayo Saka,
Gabriel and Leandro Trossard.

The punishment continued in
the second half with Saka mak-
ing it 5-0 before former West
Ham midfielder Declan Rice,
who assisted two goals in the
opening period, thumped his
team's sixth on a day of abject
humiliation for the hosts.

It was a sublime display by
Arsenal who wiped off a goal dif-
ference deficit to champions
Manchester City who they
joined on 52 points, although
they stay in third place courtesy
of scoring fewer goals. Leaders
Liverpool have 54 points.

Newcastle beat Forest
Brazilian Bruno Guimaraes net-
ted twice as Newcastle United

Arsenal’s William Saliba (R) celebrates after scoring against West Ham

held off a spirited comeback
from Nottingham Forest to win
3-2 at the City Ground in Satur-
day's late game.

Both Newcastle's first-half
goals, scored by Guimaraes and
Fabian Schar, came from set
pieces, and the visitors struggled
to deal with the pace of Forest's
counter-attack. A corner from
Miguel Almiron found Kieran
Trippier, and his deep cross was
brilliantly volleyed home by
Guimaraes in the 10th minute.

Swedish winger Anthony
Elanga netted for the hosts on
the break in the 26th minute and
though  Newcastle's  Schar
scored in the 44th, Callum Hud-
son-Odoi made it 2-2 deep into
first-half stoppage time.

Forest striker Taiwo Awoniyi
had a goal ruled out for offside
early in the second half and he
was denied a penalty in when a
long ball caught the Newcastle
defence out, but his appeals
were waved away.

Rybakina crushes Kasatkina in Abu Dhabi final

Abu Dhabi, UAE - Top seed
Elena Rybakina powered to a 6-
1, 6-4 win over Russian Daria
Kasatkina in the final of the Abu
Dhabi Open on Sunday to lift
her second trophy of the season
and seventh overall.

The 2022 Wimbledon cham-
pion began the contest on Sta-
dium Court in typically
dominant fashion to grab an
early break, but seventh seed
Kasatkina struck back with one
of her own only to fall behind

but

seventh seed Kasatkina struck back
with one of her own only to fall be-
hind again in blustery conditions

again in blustery conditions.
Rybakina regained compo-
sure to go 5-1 up on the back of
big serving as Kasatkina strug-
gled for consistency and the 24-

year-old Brisbane champion
wrapped up the opening set in
25 minutes when her opponent
sent a forehand wide.

The pair had come into the

contest having split their four
meetings - all on hardcourts -
and Adelaide runner-up Kasatk-
ina showed plenty of fight to pull
two breaks back in the next set
with relentless baseline hitting
and stunning winners.

Level at 4-4, Rybakina turned
the heat up to break the 26-
year-old Kasatkina with a cross-
court scorcher and the
Moscow-born Kazakh returned
after a brief rain delay to secure
the victory on serve.

Ahmed Hafnaoui

Hafnaoui out of
400 freestyle
at worlds,
Peaty eases
through

Doha, Qatar - Olympic champion
Ahmed Hafnaoui's World Cham-
pionships got off to a poor start as
the Tunisian superstar bombed
out of the 400 metres freestyle
on day one, but breaststroke king
Adam Peaty eased through on his
return to the global event.

Bidding for a 400-800-1,500
treble of world titles, Hafnaoui
ranked 17th in the 400 heats with
a time of three minutes 48.05
seconds - nearly eight seconds
adrift of his silver medal-winning
swim at last year's event in
Fukuoka.

The 21-year-old appeared
nonplussed as he exited the As-
pire Dome pool in Doha and de-
clined to talk to reporters.

He will bid to defend his 800
and 1,500m freestyle titles later
in the meet.

Australia's  former world
champion Elijah  Winnington
topped qualifying for the 400
final later on Sunday with a time
of 3:44.37, ahead of Germany's
Fukuoka bronze medallist Lukas
Maertens.

World record holder Peaty
cruised into the 100m breast-
stroke semi-finals, qualifying
third behind American Nic Fink
(59.19 seconds) and ltaly's Ni-
colo Martinenghi in a strong field
despite the absence of Chinese
world champion Qin Haiyang.
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MADRID MASTERCLASS

Vinicius and
Bellingham
star as Real
crush Girona

Madrid, Spain - Jude Belling-
ham's brace and goals from Vini-
cius Jr and Rodrygo earned Real
Madrid an emphatic 4-0 win
over Laliga title challengers
Girona on Saturday, extending
the home side's lead at the top of
the table to five points.

Girona, unbeaten in 15 league
games since losing to Real in
September, would have moved
top of the standings with victory
but stayed second behind Carlo
Ancelotti's men. “It was the best
game of the season, all very good.
the challenge increases the level
of the team,” Ancelotti told a
news conference.

“Vinicius had a top game
when he plays at this level and
has this attitude he is the best in
the world. Bellingham has a
sprained ankle, he will be tested
tomorrow.”

The hosts opened the scoring
after six minutes as Vinicius
picked up Fede Valverde's pass
to curl a superb long-range shot
in for his seventh league goal of
the season. “We did everything
the coach asked us to do,” Vini-
cius, who was named man of the
match, told Real Madrid TV.

“When the team wants to, it's
very difficult to beat us. | don't
usually shoot from outside the
box, but today | felt confident and
it worked out well.”

Vinicius Junior (R) celebrates with Eduardo Camavinga after scoring against Girona on Saturday

Bellingham doubled the lead
after Vinicius' through ball set up
an easy finish past Girona goal-
keeper Paulo Gazzaniga in the
36th minute and the England
midfielder struck again from

close range.

“We train every day together
and we are getting to know each
other. He's a star, he's been scor-
ing a lot of goals,” Vinicius said of
Bellingham who is Laliga's top

scorer this season with 16 goals.

Rodrygo completed the rout
from fellow Brazilian Vinicius'
second assist, firing a rocket into
the far corner in the 61st minute
before Joselu missed a late

and has
this attitude
heis the best
in the world

penalty.

Real visit RB Leipzig in the first
leg of their Champions League
last-16 tie on Tuesday.

"We have an advantage at this
stage of the season, it's good but

it's just that, a small advantage,”
Ancelotti added. “We have done
very well, now comes the Cham-
pions League which will give us
energy. We have to continue
with our level and good attitude.”

Leverkusen in control of title race after thrashing Bayern

Leverkusen, Germany - Bun-
desliga leaders Bayer Leverkusen
outplayed champions Bayern
Munich for a 3-0 victory on Sat-
urday that sent them five points
clear at the top of the league and
put them firmly in charge of the
title race.

Goals from Josip Stanisic, Ale-
jandro Grimaldo and Jeremie
Frimpong made sure of the three
points as Leverkusen, who have
never won a Bundesliga title, and
stretched their unbeaten run to
31 matches across all competi-
tions this season. Bayern, chasing
a 12th straight league crown,
were nowhere to be seen and
managed only a single shot on

Ligue 1leaders PSGrally to beat Lille

PARIS, France - Luis Enrique’s
Paris St Germain moved 11
points clear at the top of the
Ligue 1 standings with a 3-1,
come-from-behind home win
over Lille on Saturday.

PSG, who were without
striker Kylian Mbappe before
they host Real Sociedad in the
Champions League last 16 on
Wednesday, are on 50 points
from 21 games and have ex-

Bayer Leverkusen's Alejandro Grimaldo celebrates after scoring against

Bayern Munich on Saturday

tended their unbeaten runto 16
games.

It was only the third time
Mbappe, who was forced off in-
jured against Brest in the Coupe
de France midweek, has stayed
on the bench during an entire
Ligue 1 game for PSG -- and the
first since April 2018.

“Mbappe is physically very
good. It is clear that we did not
want to take risks, there was no

need, we are not playing in a
final, it made no sense. He will
be available for Wednesday
match,” said Luis Enrique in a
news conference.

Midfielder Yusuf Yazici si-
lenced the Parc des Princes
when he gave Lille the lead after
six minutes, collecting a loose
ball inside the six-yard box to
send it past returning PSG goal-
keeper Keylor Navas.

target over the 90 minutes.

Xabi Alonso’s team, who also
twice hit the woodwork, are now
on 55 points, with Bayern in sec-
ond place on 50.

“Today it was a very disci-
plined performance from my
team,” said Alonso. “It was not
easy but we waited for our
chances. Maybe we did not have
the ball too much today but we
wanted to be dominant even
without the ball. It was a very im-
portant win but it is just three
points,” he said.

The game started with an
eight-minute delay
after fans threw
candy ¢

Navas,
37, wh
was sent
loan to
mier League side
Nottingham Forest
for the second half
of the 2022-23 sea-
son, missed the beginning of the
current campaign with back
problems. A Lille defensive error
four minutes later gifted PSG an

Goncalo Ramos

the pitch before the start to
protest the league's plantolet a fi-
nancial investor take a stake in the
Bundesliga media rights company.

Once proceedings got under-
way, the hosts proved more ag-
gressive than Bayern, who
initially had possession but
lacked attacking ideas. The
Bavarians were also shaky at the
back, struggling with Lev-
erkusen’s pressure.

They were caught napping
when Robert Andrich sent a cut-
back through the box with

Stanisic, on loan from Bayern,

left completely un-
marked at the far
‘totapin.

2qualiser

owever,

th Ous-

> Dem-

bele squaring the

ball to Goncalo

Ramos who scored
with a low shot.

The home side then went

ahead when Lille defender

Alexsandro put the ball in his
own net in the 17th minute.

Leaders Inter Milan come from behind to beat Roma

Rome, Italy - Leaders Inter Milan
came from behind to win 4-2 at
AS Roma in Serie A on Saturday,
ending Daniele De Rossi's win-
ning start at the capital club de-
spite having trailed their hosts at
halftime.

Inter, who have picked up 60
points from 23 games, extended
their lead over second-placed Ju-
ventus to seven points before
Massimiliano Allegri's side host
Udinese on Monday.

They still have a game in hand

after their January trip to Saudi
Arabia for the Italian Super Cup.

Fifth-placed Roma, who won
each of their previous three
games under De Rossi after he
replaced Jose Mourinho, are on
38 points from 24 games.

Roma flew out of the traps
and Stephan El Shaarawy was
close to scoring inside the first
minute but his close-range shot
was tipped away by Inter keeper
Yann Sommer.

Instead, Francesco Acerbi

Inter Milan’s Alessandro Bastoni celebrates after scoring against Roma

headed home to give Inter the
lead in the 17th minute from a
corner kick after Roma’s Romelu
Lukaku flicked the ball on, a goal
which stood after a lengthy VAR
review for an offside check.

Roma pushed back and Gian-
luca Mancini nodded home a
free kick before the half-hour
mark before El Shaarawy put the
home side in front by the interval,
when his shot from a tight angle
bounced in after hitting both
posts.

South Africa goalkeeper Ronwen Williams saves the penalty of DR

Congo's Meschak Elia

South Africa beat DR
Congo to finish third
at Cup of Nations

Abidjan, Ivory Coast - South
Africa took third place at the
Africa Cup of Nations finals in
the Ivory Coast when they edged
the Democratic Republic of
Congo 6-5 on penalties after a
goalless draw at the Felix
Houphouet-Boigny Stadium on
Saturday.

South  Africa  midfielder
Teboho Mokoena hit the outside
of the post with the first kick after
which the next eight efforts were
all successful, leaving DR Congo
captain Chancel Mbemba need-
ing to score to win the contest.

But South Africa goalkeeper
Ronwen Williams saved Mbe-
mba's effort, taking the shootout
into sudden death.

Williams then saved again
from Meschak Elia to win the tie.

No extra time was played in
the bronze medal match, which
the Congolese dominated de-
spite proving poor in front of
goal.

Silas Katompa had two glaring
chances to put them ahead, first
in the eighth minute when free
on the left with just Williams to
beat, but his hesitation allowed
the keeper to grab the ball at his

feet.

When Williams dropped a
high ball in his box midway
through the second half, without
any pressure on him, Katompa
had an even easier chance but
shot into the side netting.

Fifteen minutes from the end,
DR Congo striker Simon Banza
also had clear sight on goal but

which the
Congolese
dominated

botched his effort from point
blank range.

Substitute Fiston Mayele did
well to bring a long ball down on
his chest and get goalside of his
marker but he, too, missed as his
effort in the 89th minute went
across the face of goal.

South Africa, lost on penalties
after extra time in Wednesday's
semi-final to Nigeria.
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THE HISTORY MAKERS

Qatar coach
Marquez
Lopez ‘proud
of my players
and their
achievements’

Doha, Qatar - Head coach Mar-
quez Lopez lauded his Qatar
players for their composure and
focus in their 3-1victory over Jor-
danin the Asian Cup final on Sat-
urday.

The hosts produced a domi-
nant display from start to finish
with Akram Afif netting a hat-
trick of penalties to seal the vic-
tory at a packed Lusail Stadium,
a victory which meant back-to-
back AFC Asian Cup titles for
Qatar.

“I'm extremely happy and |
congratulate the Qatari people

Qatar players celebrate with the Asian Cup trophy after beating Jordan in the final on Saturday

and the players. We are so happy
that we won the match. The ten-
sion was high.

“Maybe it was not beautiful
football but everyone remem-
bers the winner and I'm proud of
my players and their achieve-
ments,” said Lopez.

to win them.”

Qatar became only the fifth
nation to win back-to-back AFC
Asian Cup titles with Lopez hav-
ing masterminded the triumph
despite having only taken charge
in December.

“I have been working in Qatar

Fornow, I’'m going to go back to
work with Al Wakrah (in the Qatar
Stars League). I'm not sure what
will happen but we will enjoy the

moment for now

MARQUEZ LOPEZ

Afif's hat-trick took his tally to
eight, with his performances
landing him the Most Valuable
Player and AFC Asian Cup Qatar
2023 Yili Top Scorer Awards,
and Lopez was effusive in his
praise of the striker.

“I'm happy Akram (Afif) won
both the awards and he deserves

and | know the players well. It
was easy to work with them and
they effectively implemented our
ideas on the field.

“For now, I'm going to go back
to work with Al Wakrah (in the
Qatar Stars League). I'm not sure
what will happen but we will
enjoy the moment for now.”

Afif has Europe dreams but ‘'not
easy to leave the club and country’

Lusail, Qatar - Qatar's Akram
Afif underlined his credentials as
one of Asia's finest forwards with
a hat-trick in the Asian Cup final
to guide his team to back-to-
back titles, but the forward was
coy on playing for another Euro-
pean club in future.

Afif netted three penalties in
the 3-1 victory over Jordan, and
he bagged a treble of individual
awards: player of the match,
most valuable player of the tour-
nament, and top scorer with
eight goals.

Opposition coaches who have
faced him have praised his skills,
with Tajikistan's Petar Segrt say-
ing it was only a question of time
and whether the 27-year-old Al-
Sadd forward wanted to return to
Europe.

Since leading Qatar to the
2019 title with a tournament
record 10 assists, Afif has be-
come one of Asia's most-feared
players.

At the start of this tourna-
ment, he said he had dreams of

Akram Afif

returning to Europe having previ-
ously played for Eupen in the Bel-
gian Pro League.

He later became the first

Qatari player to be signed by a
LalLiga club when he moved to
Villarreal in 2016, but he was
loaned out to Sporting Gijon be-

fore returning to Eupen and fi-
nally to Al-Sadd in 2018.

He has since developed and is
arguably playing at his peak
based on his Asian Cup exploits.

“| talked about becoming a
professional player (in Europe).
But it's not me who decides. My
wife also has to make the deci-
sion for me. It's not easy to leave
the club and country,” Afif told
reporters after the final.

But he added: “I'd love to be-
come a professional player (in
Europe) ... I'd say | would love to
go."

For now, he will enjoy helping
Qatar become only the fifth
country to successfully defend
their Asian Cup crown.

“We're happy and we will
enjoy until the next Asian Cup.
Then we'll see what happens,” he
added.

Coach Marquez Lopez was
appointed only in December
when Portuguese coach Carlos
Queiroz abruptly parted com-
pany with the national team.

Ammouta: Jordan can walk
tall despite final heartbreak

Lusail, Qatar - The title eluded
Jordan but Hussein Ammouta
only had words of praise and en-
couragement for his players after
their defeat to Qatar in the AFC
Asian Cup Qatar 2023™ final on
Saturday.

Having gatecrashed the final
with a series of scintillating per-
formances, Jordan could pro-
duce only some of the form that
had taken them within one
match of winning the title as
Qatar powered to their second
successive title with a 3-1 win.

“There is only great pride in
my players as they had a great
tournament. They played very
well in getting us into the final,”
said Ammouta.

“However, our performance in
the first half (of the final) was a
bit of a struggle as our crosses,
passes were not accurate. We
improved in the second half and
drew level but then conceded
two penalties.

“The penalties made it very
difficult but the players tried their
best and we have to accept that

Thereis only great
pride in my players
as they had a great
tournament. They
played very well

in getting us

into the final

HUSSEIN AMMOUTA

mistakes  will
matches.”
After a first half of limited
chances but - crucially - an
Akram Afif penalty which Qatar
the lead, Jordan started the sec-
ond period with more drive and
purpose and were rewarded with
Yazan Al Naimat drawing them

happen in

level in the 67th minute.

Qatar, however, refused to
panic and had Jordan on the
backfoot again after that, with
Afif netting another two goals
from the penalty spot for the vic-
tory

“"We certainly wanted much
more but it wasn't to be but there
is so much that the players can
take from here. They have
opened new horizons and it is
crucial that the players build on
this.”

Jordan will now turn their
focus to the Preliminary Joint
Qualification - Round 2 for the
FIFA World Cup 2026 and AFC
Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 2027,
with the action to resume in
March.

They have some work to do,
having collected just a point from
their opening two matches with
a double header against Pakistan
coming up.

“We have created a new level
and the key thing now is to con-
tinue improving the technical
and physical aspects.”

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

A female project co-ordinator
and research assistant with 15
years experience in training, re-
cruitment, administration, and
finance; work experience with

UN-FAOQ; Exe, with MBA, MSc in
Sustainablity, MA in English, is-
looking for a full-time job.
Contact: +968-98260708
email: meena.v24@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for individuals
and establishments: Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommoda-

tion Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale
or Wanted,Matrimonial Alliances, etc Please email your listing
to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

* Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Car Rental & Lease

SEND YOUR
REQUEST FOR

Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident card copy (It's free of cost)
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WRITING

VS TYPING

Writing by hand may
increase brain connectivity
more than typing, readings of
student brains suggest

AGTVATE
YUUR
AN

re you hooked onto using

your fingertips for quick

communication? Do you

hammer on a computer
keyboard all day long and get stuff
done at a faster pace? You could ac-
tually be doing a disservice to your
brain.

Typing may be faster than writing
by hand, but it's less stimulating for
the brain, according to research pub-
lished in the journal Frontiers in Psy-
chology.

After recording the brain activity of
36 university students, researchers at
the Norwegian University of Science
and Technology determined that
handwriting might improve learning
and memory.

At the start of the experiment, the
students were told to either write
words in cursive using a digital pen on
a touchscreen, or to type the same
words using a keyboard. When a
word such as ‘forest’ or 'hedgehog’
appeared on a screen in front of
them, they had 25 seconds to write or
type it over and over.

Meanwhile, a cap of sensors on
their head measured their brain
waves. The cap's 256 electrodes at-
tached to the scalp and recorded the
electrical signals of the students’
brains, including where brain cells
were active and how parts of the
brain communicated with each other.

“Our main finding was that hand-
writing activates almost the whole
brain as compared to typewriting,
which hardly activates the brain as
such. The brain is not challenged very
much when it's pressing keys on a
keyboard as opposed to when it's
forming those letters by hand,” said
Audrey van der Meer, the study's co-
author and a neuropsychology pro-
fessor at NTNU.

In particular, the study found that
writing by hand required communica-
tion between the brain's visual, sen-
sory and motor cortices. People who
wrote with the digital pen had to vi-
sualise letters, then use their fine
motor skills to control their move-
ment when writing.

“When you have to form letters by
hand, an ‘A" will look completely dif-
ferent than a ‘B’ and requires a com-

pletely different movement pattern,”
van der Meer said. In contrast, when
typing, the keys look mostly the
same, regardless of the letter. Asare-
sult, the study found, typing required
less brain activity in the visual and
motor cortices.

“Because only small parts of the
brain are active during typewriting,
there is no need for the brain to com-
municate between different areas,”
van der Meer asserted.

Van der Meer's previous research
in children and young adults similarly

The brain is not
challenged very much
when it’s pressing
keys on a keyboard as
opposed to when it’s

forming those letters
by hand

AUDREY VAN DER MEER

found that people's brains are more
active while writing by hand than
while typing. A 2017 study from Indi-
ana University also indicated that
writing by hand could link visual and
motor skills, which might help kids
better recognise letters.

But so far, there's mixed evidence
as to whether taking notes on paper
versus a laptop can help people re-
member and understand information
better in the classroom or raise their
performance on tests.

It's also hard to know whether or
how the brain activity in the new
study might translate into real-life im-
provements in learning or memory,
said Ramesh Balasubramaniam, a
neuroscientist at the University of
California, Merced, who wasn't in-
volved in the research.

The study showed that when stu-
dents write by hand, “a lot of the con-
nections are happening from the
frontal and temporal regions of the
brain, which are more memory-re-

lated,” he said. But a future study
could actually test the participants for
what they remember from things that
they hand-wrote and what they
typed.

Balasubramaniam said older
adults might also see cognitive bene-
fits from handwriting, “but | think the
largest benefits are when the brain is
still developing, because it kind of co-
incides with other major learning pro-
cesses that are happening.”

In the United States, the Common
Core set of academic standards,
adopted by most states, calls for kids
to learn handwriting in kindergarten
and first grade. It also sets typing
milestones for fourth, fifth and sixth
graders.

“Kids are currently being taught
handwriting. They will always be
taught handwriting. How much they
actually use handwriting is going to
be a mixture of their own personal
preferences and then the expecta-
tions of the classrooms that they're
in,” said Morgan Polikoff, an associate
professor of education at USC
Rossier School of Education.

Writing by hand can be more ben-
eficial for some children than others,
he added. “Some kids maybe have
fine motor issues, so handwriting will
be a challenge for them,” Polikoff
said. “On the other hand, there's
some evidence that handwriting, es-
pecially cursive handwriting, works
especially well for students with
dyslexia.”

Polikoff said, some people support
teaching cursive simply because his-
torical documents were written that
way, people traditionally sign their
names in cursive or just that “it's a
lovely dying art.”

On the other hand, van der Meer
said she's often accused of wanting
to go back to the Stone Age by advo-
cating for students to write by hand
in schools. Both handwriting and typ-
ing should have a place in the class-
room, she said.

“We live in a digital world and the
digital world is here to stay,” van der
Meer said. “If you have to write a long
essay or a long text, then obviously
it's much better to use a computer.”

(Courtesy: nbcnews.com)
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in 1876 under the direction of a German
missionary. It has been damaged and re-
paired numerous times in its nearly 150-
year history; the bell tower is the only part
still standing.

The Great Wall of China, built over 2500 years ago,
continues to be the biggest draw for tourists. A visit
to China is never complete without a walk along
some of the most attractive sections of the wall

lanning a visit to China? Surely your
itinerary includes a trot along some
section of the Great Wall which
spans over 21,000km, winding
through 15 provinces, 97 prefectures, and
404 counties.
While certain sections of the Great Wall
- called 'Wanli Changcheng' in Mandarin -
have been incredibly popular among
tourists, many parts have slipped into ob-
scurity, disrepair and sometimes oblivion.
Nevertheless, if you're planning to visit the
Great Wall for the first time or the 50th,
the following destinations are sure to make
your trip to China even more worthwhile:

YONGTAI
TURTLE CITY

he Great Wall is not simply a brick and

mortar bulwark, in certain places, tow-
ers on jagged mountain peaks, fortress
towns or even wide rivers count as sec-
tions of ‘wall'.

The Turtle City, built in the Ming Dy-
nasty (1368-1644) as part of the Great
Wall's ‘Yellow River Defense Line’, was
completed in 1608 and was home to
around 2,000 infantrymen and 500 cav-
alry units during peak use.

Today, this fortress city is located in the
Sitan Township of Jingtai County in north
central Gansu province. While there aren't
many real turtles in the Turtle City, the gar-
rison town got its nickname due to its
unique shape.

The south gate acts as the head and the
west and east gates as the flippers. The
town’s oval wall is the body, while the
north gate acts as its tail. As one of the
most well-preserved and truly authentic
walled cities left in China today, it's defi-
nitely worth your time.

Getting there: Lanzhou, the capital of
Gansu province, has a major international
airport and high-speed train connections
from many cities in China. The drive to
Yongtai Turtle City from downtown
Lanzhou takes about 2.5 hours (195km).

MUTIANYU/
JIANKOU

he Mutianyu and Jiankou sections of
wall are about 25km in length.

Mutianyu and Jiankou are two parts of
the same Stone Dragon - two contiguous
sections of the Great Wall that together
stretch for roughly 25 kilometers along Bei-
jing's mountaintops.

Historical records show that millions of
men spent centuries constructing the
Great Wall. Stand atop the wall at either
Mutianyu or Jiankou, and you'll begin to
comprehend the gravity of this statement.

These two sections are arguably the
two most classic examples of Ming Dy-
nasty Great Wall surviving today, and
climbing either is guaranteed to be a life-
changing experience.

Mutianyu is the best portion of the
‘tourist wall’. Restored in the 1980s, it's
very commercial but also superbly beauti-
ful. Visitors not up for the hike can take a
cable car to the top. Mutianyu and Jiankou
are less than a 90-minute drive (without
traffic) from downtown Beijing.

Getting there: To Mutianyu, you can
also hire a car with a driver for the day or
take the Mutianyu Special Tourism Bus
from the Dongzhimen Wai Bus Station. To
Jiankou, renting a car or booking private
transport is recommended.

BATAIZI
his Gothic church was built in 1876.
Bataizi village sits just inside the Mo-
tianling section of the Great Wall and is
home to the ruins of a Gothic church built

The juxtaposition of its ruins against the
rammed-earth Great Wall makes Bataizi a
unique place to spend a morning or after-
noon.

Besides Bataizi, Datong should also be
on your tourist map - visiting the Yungang
Grottoes (a UNESCO world heritage site)
and the Hengshan Hanging Temple will
make your trip even more memorable.

Getting there: Bataizi village is 80km
west of Datong, one of Shanxi province's
largest and most famous cities. Zuoyun
County is only 22km away from Bataizi -
about a 35-minute drive. Datong is easily
accessible by plane or high-speed train
from other cities in China.

LAONIUWAN (AKA
THE OLD OX BEND
GREAT Wall)
s the locals say, Laoniuwan is where
the Great Wall and the mighty Yellow
River shake hands. The Laoniuwan Fortress
was built in 1467, while the most famous
tower of the Great Wall in this area,
Wanghe Tower (literally meaning river-
watching tower), was constructed in 1544.

Laoniuwan village is located in Pianguan
County, part of Xinzhou city in Shanxi
province, just across the river from Inner
Mongolia.

Along the Great Wall, there are only a
few places where it meets bodies of water;
of all those, this is the most stunning. A
boat ride along the river is highly recom-
mended.

Getting there: Laoniuwan is difficult to
get to by public transportation. The best
option is to rent or book a car to take you
from Datong to Laoniuwan via Bataizi - this
way, you'll be able to see two incredible lo-
cations along the Great Wall in one trip.

FAIRY TOWER

imatai's Fairy Tower is a sight to be-

hold. It is one of the best-known towers

of the wall at Simatai but also one of the

least visited due to how difficult it is to ac-
cess.

Aim to take in incredible views of the

Fairy Tower from Wangjing Tower (just a

few hundred metres away). It's a journey
that will satiate even the most adventurous
hikers, yet can be done without any ropes,
ladders or other essential safety gear.

The hike to the Fairy Tower will leave
you in awe of the Northern Barbarians’
supposed determination to reach the cap-
ital; the mountains are nearly impassable
on foot, let alone by horse, with sheer cliff
faces on either side.

Getting there: Both the Fairy Tower and
Wangjing Tower should be accessed via
Tangjiazhai village, located in Beijing's
Miyun district, 140km from downtown
Beijing

DUSHIKOU
Dushikou stands seven meters tall in
some spots. Constructed during the
reign of Emperor Jiajing (1507-1567), this
single-wall section stands seven meters
tallin some spots - no small feat consider-
ing it was made by piling stones. It's lo-
cated just across the road from the town
of Dushikou, in Chicheng in Hebei
province.

The piled-stone wall at Dushikou is
unique, as many other sections of the
Great Wall close to Beijing were con-
structed using kiln-fired bricks.

Dushikou is best visited in the summer,
specifically July and August, when the
rolling hills of the surrounding grasslands
are peak green. Cool evenings make for
perfect  outdoor  barbecue/bonfire
weather.

Getting there: Thanks to all the infras-
tructure built for the 2022 Winter
Olympics, the drive to Dushikou has been
shortened by almost two hours. If you pre-
fer not to drive, hop on a bus to Chicheng
from the Liuligiao Transport Hub in Beijing
and take a 45-minute taxi ride to Dushikou.

(Courtesy: cnn.com)
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