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40,000 employed,
115% of Mol target

1,000 new jobs to
be generated
through a
development
agreement focused
on inspection and
security support
services

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Labour (Mol)
announced a significant achieve-
ment on Wednesday in which it
surpassed its employment target
for 2023, attaining 115% of its
goal in creating job opportunities
in both the government and pri-
vate sectors.

The ministry also revealed on-
going efforts to bolster employ-
ment by generating a thousand
new jobs through a development
agreement focused on inspection
and security support services.
This initiative not only aims to
create employment but also safe-
guard small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) against unfair
competition, address hidden
trade practices, and enhance in-
spection and security services.

These announcements were
made at Mol's annual confer-

ence, themed ‘Renewed Labour
Market and Regulated Employ-
ment Sectors'.

Mol's strategy encompasses
a broad spectrum of initiatives
aimed at addressing unemploy-
ment, improving professional
standards and fostering a skilled
workforce across the nation. It
emphasises the importance of
national training programmes for
jobseekers, bolstering recruit-
ment efforts and enhancing

(Image for illustrative purpose)

human capital development
within  administrative  units
through performance evaluation.

Last year, the ministry suc-
cessfully implemented various
initiatives that led to the employ-
ment of over 40,000 individuals,
surpassing the target of 35,000.
These included more than
20,000 opportunities in the gov-
ernment sector, over 17,000 in
the private sector, and over
2,000 through non-employ-

ment-linked
grammes.

Additionally, over 29,000 in-
dividuals entered the job market,
taking the total to close to
70,000 jobs (first-time and ex-
perienced workers).

Looking ahead, Mol is set to
focus on attracting investments
through the development of
labour market policies, imple-
menting the National Profes-
sional Standards Strategy and
monitoring the national employ-
ment policy.

Additionally, the ministry is
committed to advancing digital
transformation by enhancing
electronic links with government
units, amending recruitment and
work permit systems, and intro-
ducing new services through the
Ma'ak mobile application. This
digital shift aims to streamline
processes for employers and em-
ployees alike and facilitate re-
mote working arrangements for
ministry staff.

Mol 's efforts align with Oman
Vision 2040, targeting strategic
development in the labour mar-
ket, education, learning and na-
tional capacity building. These
initiatives underscore Oman's
commitment to shaping a dy-
namic and competitive work-
force, ready to meet future
demands of the sultanate's grow-
ing economy.

training  pro-

CBO toimplement
IBAN banking system

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Central Bank of Oman (CBO) has
announced a plan to introduce
the International Bank Account
Number (IBAN) standard in a bid
to modernise the sultanate's fi-
nancial system and foster seam-
less domestic and international
transactions.

CBOQO's IBAN project, involving
collaboration with the sultanate's
banking community, marks a sig-
nificant step forward in Oman's
pursuit of a more efficient, trans-
parent and globally connected
banking system.

'IBAN is a globally recognised
standard that facilitates the iden-
tification of bank account num-
bers across national borders. The
standard is currently used in over
80 countries,' CBO stated in a
postin X.

By adopting the IBAN system,
CBO aims to further simplify fi-
nancial transactions, increase
transparency and streamline
payment processes in the sul-
tanate, ultimately enhancing the
overall efficiency of the banking
system.

CBO said key benefits of
adopting IBAN include simplifi-
cation of complex account num-
bers and bank codes, reducing
the risk of errors and promoting
greater transparency within the
financial system. IBAN also of-
fers faster processing times for
both domestic and international
payments, saving time for busi-

IBANisa
significant
step forward in
modernising
Oman’s
financial

infrastructure,
enabling
seamless
local and

international

payments

nesses and individuals alike.
According to CBO, IBAN is a
significant step forward in mod-
ernising Oman'’s financial infras-
tructure, enabling seamless local
and international payments.
IBAN is a globally-accepted
system used to make or receive
international payments. It does
not replace sort code and ac-
count numbers; it is an addi-

tional number with extra infor-
mation to help overseas banks
identify the right account for
payments.

CBO has outlined a phased
implementation plan for the
IBAN system, with Phase 1focus-
ing on international remittances
scheduled for completion by the
end of Q12024. Phase 2 will en-
compass local transactions and
will commence following the
completion of Phase 1.

Additionally, CBO stated that
banks operating in Oman will be
required to upgrade their sys-
tems to accommodate IBAN
generation and processing, as
well as conduct thorough testing
and validation across all digital
banking channels. Banks will also
be responsible for raising aware-
ness among their customers
about the benefits of IBAN and
providing online services for
IBAN number generation and
validation.

Oman's IBAN standard will
comprise two alpha country
codes, two numeric check digits,
a three-numeric bank identifier,
and a 16-numeric customer ac-
count number. This structure is
designed to provide clear identi-
fication of financial institutions
and facilitate smoother cross-
border transactions.

As the IBAN standard gains
traction in Oman, CBO antici-
pates the sultanate's position will
be strengthened in the global fi-
nancial market aligning it with in-
ternational best practices.

‘Oman oasis of security and stability’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Donika Gérvalla-Schwarz, Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
of the Republic of Kosovo,
praised Oman's comprehensive
development journey and its for-
eign policy, describing it as ‘an
oasis of security and stability’ in
the Middle East.

The minister affirmed that
Oman's efforts to spread and en-
hance security, peace and coex-
istence in the region are receiving
special appreciation from the in-
ternational community when she
was received by H E Dr Mo-
hammed bin Awad al Hassan,
Permanent Representative of
Oman to the United Nations, at
the headquarters of the Perma-
nent Mission of the sultanate to
UNin New York.

She called for strengthening

Donika Gérvalla-Schwarz, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of Kosovo, meets

H E Dr Mohammed bin Awad al Hassan, Permanent Representative of Oman to UN, in New York (ONA)

ties of cooperation and friendship
between Oman and Kosovo in
various fields, especially in invest-
ment, education and tourism.
According to the minister,
Kosovo welcomes Omani stu-
dents and visitors who wish to

study in its universities and ex-
plore its tourist attractions.
Donika reaffirmed the sympa-
thies of the people of Kosovo
with the issues of the Middle East
and called for an immediate end
to the war in the Gaza Strip and

provision of all means of protec-
tion for civilians.

The meeting was attended by
several Kosovar officials and
Khalid bin Saleh al Rubaie,
Deputy Permanent Representa-
tive of Oman to UN.

Dhofar encourages innovation
with 'Qeemah' competition

‘Breast cancer awareness
needed 365 days a year'

MoCIIP enforces Omanisation
policy for foreign investor firms

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoClIP) has mandated
foreign investors to employ at
least one Omani citizen in their
commercial firms within one year
of initiating operations.

The ministry announced that
this measure will come into effect
from April. The Omani employee
must also be registered with the
Social Protection Fund.

This measure is in implemen-
tation of a Council of Ministers
decision regarding reduction of
commercial registration fees for
foreign investors and treating

Ammar al Kharousi

them on par with Omani inves-
tors, with the obligation to em-
ploy at least one Omani national.
According to Ammar bin Su-
laiman al Kharousi, Director Gen-
eral of Investment Services
Centre at MoClIIP, the decision
follows a series of initiatives
aimed at enhancing the invest-
ment environment in Oman.

Starting April 1, MoCIIP will
implement an administrative
obligation on the Oman Business
Platform, prohibiting transactions
for foreign investor companies
that still need to comply with the
employment requirement after
one year of establishment. Com-
panies will be given 30 days to
rectify their situation, failing
which they will face notifications
and monitoring by relevant gov-
ernment agencies.

Kharousi informed that the
ministry is making continuous ef-
forts to enhance the attractive-
ness of the investment
environment in the sultanate by
removing obstacles for investors,
whether local or foreign.
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MoCIIP holds
Ramadan
evenings

to boost
market
awareness
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to support economic
activities in all governorates of the sul-
tanate, the Ministry of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion (MoCIIP) is
continuing to hold evening seminars during
Ramadan.

A statement issued by the ministry said
its directorate in the wilayat of Nizwa,
Dakhliyah, organised a Ramadan evening
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PRAYER TIMINGS

Maghrib

event at Al Agr Square under the theme
‘From Us and Within Us' under the aus-
pices of Sheikh Saleh al Rubaie, Wali of
Nizwa, in the presence of representatives
from various government entities.

The event aimed to introduce regula-
tions for organising marketing and promo-
tional activities on electronic platforms and
social media, discuss licensing require-
ments, and promote investment opportu-
nities in the governorate's economic
sectors, it added.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A campaign titled ‘Don't Encour-
age Them' has been launched in
Muscat governorate to address
the issue of begging through on-
line posters.

According to a statement, the
governorate is taking a decisive
stand against begging with a new
public awareness initiative. ‘In re-
sponse to the Public Prosecu-
tion's cautionary notice against
begging and exploitation of mi-
nors for begging purposes, the
Governorate of Muscat has
launched a series of online
posters under the theme ‘Nan't
Encourage Them' to com
bat this practice.’

Begging in mosques, o
roads, at commercial cen
tres and any other publi
place is socially unac
ceptable and strictly pro
hibited under Omani law
Begging has been crimi
nalised as promulgater
by Royal Decree N
7/2018.

The statement fur
ther highlighted the importance
of social responsibility and collec-
tive action in addressing the
issue. The campaign posters
have slogans such as ‘Be the hand
that constructs, not the hand that
destroys', ‘Together, let us work
to stop begging’, ‘Be responsible
and participate in reducing beg-
ging’, and ‘Don't encourage beg-
gars. Before you extend a helping

6.26pm

NEW CAMPAIGN
TO CURB BEGGING
IN MUSCAT

Begging in mosques,
on roads, at
commercial centres
and any other public
place is socially
unacceptable and
strictly prohibited
under Omani law

hand to beggars, consider the po-
tential contribution to child abuse
and harm to society’.

The campaign underscores
the commitment of the gover-
norate to combat begging and
the social implications related to
it, urging citizens to refrain from
supporting this practice and in-
stead promote constructive ef-
forts for social welfare.

Initiative launched to spread culture of
blood donation during Ramadan

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To address the ongoing shortage
of blood and cultivate the culture
of blood donation, the Ministry of
Health, in collaboration with
Oman Blood Donor Team, is
holding its initiative called Waai
al Hayat - or Life Awareness -
this Ramadan.

Ahmed bin Hamad al
Kharousi, Supervisor of Oman
Blood Donor Team and the initia-
tive, told Muscat Daily, that Oman
Hereditary Blood Disorders As-
sociation and his team visited
Gulf Collage on Monday.

The visit aimed to raise aware-
ness on blood donation and ad-
dress the current shortage in
blood banks.

The visiting team also spoke
on hereditary blood disorders.

Waai al Hayat has enlisted 25

(Supplied photo)

volunteers from various gover-
norates. Its core activities include
organising workshops in colleges,
schools and clubs throughout the
sultanate.

According to Kharousi, such
initiatives are crucial for motivat-
ing individuals to donate blood
and foster a culture of mutual
support within society.

He informed that Central
Blood Bank in Bausher requires
more than 2,700 blood and 260
platelet donors this Ramadan.

In April, the team will organise
another campaign on blood do-
nation awareness in the wilayat
of Khabourah.

“All blood banks across the
sultanate require a continuous
supply of blood due to various
ongoing factors, including surg-
eries, treatment of cancer and
road accidents,” he said, urging
the community to actively partic-
ipate in the initiative's workshops
and donation drives to save lives,
especially during Ramadan.
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Dhofar encourages innovation
with "Qeemah' competition

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Dhofar Governor's Office has an-
nounced an enthusiastic turnout
for the 'Qeemah’ competition
with 337 entrepreneurial pro-
jects and innovative ideas sub-
mitted from across the
governorate.

Launched on February 18 and
running till April 30, the compe-
tition is a strategic initiative
aimed at fostering innovation
and enhancing local value addi-
tion using Dhofar's natural re-
sources and capabilities.

Qeemah seeks to inspire the
youth of Dhofar to propose non-
traditional solutions to contem-
porary challenges and to develop
products that support Oman's
economic diversification efforts.

By putting the spotlight on ex-
ceptional entrepreneurial ven-
tures and creative concepts, the
competition intends to nurture
these into successful startups,
while further developing existing
enterprises through incubation

programmes or business acceler-
ators, with support extending up
to six months post-competition.
This pioneering competition is
a collaborative effort between
Dhofar Governor's Office and
several key institutions, including
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth, Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Dhofar Mu-
nicipality, Oman Development
Bank, and Authority for Small
and Medium Enterprises Devel-

opment (ASMED).

Ahmed bin Mohsen al Ghas-
sani, Chairman of Dhofar Munic-
ipality, informed that the
competition focuses on creating
entrepreneurial value and explor-
ing economic opportunities
within the governorate. He high-
lighted the competition's role as
a cornerstone of the economic
development of Dhofar, under-
lining its contribution to support-
ing and enhancing SMEs, thereby

(Supplied photo)

providing job opportunities for
Omani youth and integrating
them into the governorate's eco-
nomic growth.

Mohammed bin Abdullah
Batmira, General Supervisor of
the competition, outlined its
three main objectives, including
focusing on wilayats to promote
innovative ideas and capitalise
on local natural resources.

Its second objective is to find
innovative non-traditional solu-

tions to some of the challenges
faced by large companies in the
governorate, while the third is
aimed at exploiting the unique
coconut palms of the region to
establish a sustainable supply
chain.

Additionally, it seeks innova-
tive solutions for Nama Dhofar
Company in the areas of treated
water utilisation, organic fertilis-
ers and marketing strategies.

The wide range of participants
include innovators, en-
trepreneurs, and college and uni-
versity students from across
Dhofar, all aiming to present sus-
tainable and viable project ideas.

Winners of Qeemah will be
presented financial awards,
training programmes to support
project implementation, consul-
tation services, and mentorship
from industry specialists to en-
sure the successful realisation of
their ventures.

The competition also offers
free registration of intellectual
property for participating pro-
jects.

MAFWR completes
key dam projects to
mitigate flood risks

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) has announced the
successful completion of con-
struction work on two dam pro-
jects designed to safeguard
Muscat governorate against
flood risks.

The projects in the Jifnain area
of Seeb and Al Jufinah area of
Amerat have a combined storage
capacity of 26.8mn m?.

Sharing details of the two fa-
cilities, Nasser bin Mohammed al
Battashi, Director General of
Water Resources Assessment at
MAFWR, said, “The 15.7mn m?
capacity Al Jufinah Dam has
been completed, with work cur-
rently progressing on an 8km dis-
tributary canal, varying in depth
between 2m and 6m, designed to
redirect excess water from the
dam.”

The Jifnain Dam project fea-
tures two spillways, concrete
towers and a divider, alongside
various openings for controlled
water discharge. Both dams are

equipped with advanced moni-
toring systems, including wells
for groundwater level and leak-
age assessment, devices for lake
water level measurement, and
columns to monitor silt level.

“These installations ensure the
dams serve as effective barriers
against floodwaters, protecting
commercial and residential areas
en route to the sea,” Battashi said.

The dams underscore
MAFWR's commitment to water
preservation and optimal utilisa-
tion across the sultanate. By es-
tablishing a comprehensive dam
system in various governorates,
the ministry aims to not only pro-
tect properties from overflowing
wadis but also to transform these
structures into tourist attractions,
contributing to the nation's eco-
nomic and environmental well-
being.

ENVOY OF UZBEKISTAN

H H Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for Defence Affairs, received H E Abdusalam
Khatamov, Ambassador of Republic of Uzbekistan to the Sultanate of Oman, in his office at Al Murtafa'a
Garrison on Wednesday. The meeting discussed several matters of mutual interest. The two sides also

reviewed bilateral relations between Oman and Uzbekistan (onA)

Oman Botanic Garden pavilion
huge success at Doha Expo

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Over 260,000 people visited
the Oman Botanic Garden pavil-
ion at the Doha Expo 2023 hor-
ticulture exhibition in Qatar,
which is running till March 28
under the theme Green Desert,
Better Environment.

It is the first ‘Expo for Horti-
culture’ to be organised in the
dry desert climate of the Middle
East and North Africa region
with the aim of promoting sus-
tainable innovations and com-
bating desertification.

In a statement, the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism said,
‘On Wednesday, Oman marked
the conclusion of its participa-
tion in the expo, where the
Oman Botanic Garden pavilion
showcased 1,600 trees and
plants, attracting over 264,438
visitors.'

Experts from Oman Botanic
Garden presented a series of
lectures, including one titled
‘Plant Heritage: Traditional Uses
of Omani Plants and Conserva-
tion Efforts’ delivered by Saif al
Hatmi, Senior Plant Specialist.
He discussed the garden's ef-

forts in preserving Omani plant
heritage.

Dr Abdullah al Husni, Senior
Horticulturist, delivered a lec-
ture titled ‘Mediterranean Cli-
mate, Desert Environment:
Ecotourism in the Green Moun-
tain, Opportunities and Aspira-
tions’, outlining opportunities to
make Oman a leading destina-
tion offering an authentic and
unique eco-tourism experience.

In another presentation titled
‘Biological Control for Protecting
Local Plants’, Asmaa al Jaradiya,
Plant Protection Specialist,
spoke on sustainable and envi-
ronmentally safe pest control

(Supplied photo)

methods implemented at Oman
Botanic Garden to protect
plants from pests and diseases.

The Omani pavilion high-
lighted significant projects, in-
novations and scientific
experiments at Oman Botanic
Garden. The garden played a
prominent role at the expo, rep-
resenting an important sustain-
able project showcasing the
richness and diversity of Omani
nature through its unique plant
species.

Trees and plants displayed in
the pavilion will be returned to
the garden at the end of the
expo.
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WATCH
MSX30 4,710.78
Sensex 72,996.31
RATES

(RO1 equals)

India 216.46
Pakistan 722.53
Bangladesh 285.16
Philippines 146.12
Sri Lanka 781.67

*Rates as on March 27
Source: xe.com

China's natural
gas output rises
in 2024

China's natural gas output
registered rapid growth in
the first two months of this
year, data from the National
Bureau of Statistics showed.

The country produced
41.7bn cubic meters of
natural gas in the January-
February period, up 5.9%
from a year earlier, Xinhua
reported.

China's natural gas
imports posted fast growth
during the period, NBS data
showed.

A total of 22.1mn tonnes
of natural gas was imported
in the first two months, up
23.6% year on year,
according to the bureau.

In 2022, China
significantly increased its
natural gas imports from
Russia, with a 54% rise to 16
billion cubic meters, largely
through the Power of Siberia
pipeline. This pipeline is
projected to reach a capacity
of 38 bcm by 2025.

Omran, Alizz Islamic Bank

sign MoU for Business
Park at Madinat Al Irfan

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omran Group and Alizz Islamic
Bank signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)  on
Wednesday to establish a strate-
gic financial partnership related
to the development of Commer-
cial Building No 1in the Business
Park at Madinat Al Irfan (East).

Omran Group, the master de-
veloper of the project, reiterated
its commitment to developing
the Business Park into a vibrant
destination for business and in-
novation, hosting the headquar-
ters of various institutions.

The signing ceremony, at-
tended by industry leaders, in-
vestors, and media
representatives, underscored the
partnership’s shared objectives
to highlight the development's
uniqueness, elevate awareness
around the Business Park, and at-
tract investors for the enhance-
ment of the masterplan of
Madinat Al Irfan.

Dr Hashil al Mahrougi, CEO of
Omran Group, and Ali al Mani,
CEO of Alizz Islamic Bank, deliv-
ered speeches, highlighting the
synergistic objectives to rein-
force Oman's tourism and eco-
nomic sectors through this
strategic endeavor.

Omran Group reiterated its commitment to developing the Business Park into a vibrant destination

Mahrouqi said, "This collabo-
ration with Alizz Islamic Bank is
a stride towards realizing
Omran's vision to transform
landscapes into vibrant, sustain-
able environments contributing
significantly to Oman'’s social,
economic, and environmental
prosperity. Omran has a rich
record of leading tourism pro-
jects and assets and is working to
stimulate investment by building
strategic partnerships with in-
vestors to contribute to the cre-
ation of sustainable social and
economic benefits."

Emphasising the impact of the
partnership, Mani said, “Aligning
with our dedication to support
projects of substantial national

value, this alliance with Omran
Group represents a crucial mile-
stone in our journey towards
contributing to Oman's flourish-
ing future, rooted in innovation
and sustainability.”

The ceremony also featured a
detailed presentation discussing
the vision of the Business Park in
Madinat Al Irfan (East) and the
ambitious plans that will con-
tribute to making it a leading
destination for innovation, op-
portunities, and growth in Mus-
cat.

The event included a demon-
stration of Augmented Reality
technology and allowed atten-
dees to tour Commercial Build-
ing No 1to witness the progress

of work in the building and its en-
gineering and technological ad-
vantages. It is expected that this
project will be completed by
2025, and it is anticipated to
house the headquarters of the
Omran Group as well as many
other leading entities.

The Business Park is expected
to catalyse further investment,
driving the development of addi-
tional buildings, and establishing
the Business Park’s status as a
beacon for business and invest-
ment in Oman. The collaboration
aligns with both entities' visions
of contributing to Oman's unique
set of businesses of opportunity,
innovation, and cultural rever-
ence.

Oil pricesunder
pressure as US crude
inventories climb

Julianne Geiger

Crude oil inventories in the
United States rose this week by
9.337mn barrels for the week
ending March 22, according to
the American Petroleum Insti-
tute (API). The API reported a
1.519mn-barrel drop in crude in-
ventories in the week prior.

On Tuesday, the US Depart-
ment of Energy (DoE) reported
that crude oil inventories in the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve
(SPR) rose by another 0.7mn
barrels as of March 22. Invento-
ries are now at 363mn barrels -
the highest point since last April.

Qil prices were traded down
ahead of the API data release on
Tuesday despite the Ukrainian
drone attacks on Russian oil re-
fineries that so far have knocked
out an estimated 900,000 bar-
rels per day of total refining ca-
pacity. Brent crude was trading
down 0.78% on Wednesday at
$86.07 per barrel, down roughly

$1.40 per barrel compared to this
time last week, but up nearly $5
per barrel on the month. The US
benchmark WTI was trading
down on the day by 0.51% at
$81.53, down roughly $2 per bar-
rel compared to last Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the US gasoline
inventories fell this week by
4.437mn barrels after falling by
1.574mn barrels in the week
prior. As of last week, gasoline
inventories were about 2%
below the five-year average for
this time of year, according to the
latest EIA data.

Distillate inventories rose this
week, by 531,000 barrels, adding
to last week’s 512,000 barrel
gain. Distillates were 5% below
the five-year average for the
week ending March 15, the latest
EIA data shows.

Cushing inventories also rose
this week, gaining 2.392mn bar-
rels after climbing by 325,000
barrels in the previous week.

[Source: Oilprice.com]

Bank Nizwa approves
cash dividends and
Sukuk distribution

Muscat - Bank Nizwa recently
held its Annual General Meeting
(AGM) and Extraordinary Gen-
eral Meeting (EGM) under the
chairmanship of Sheikh Khalid
Abdullah Ali al Khalili, Chairman
of Bank Nizwa's Board of Direc-
tors, in the presence of board
members, executive manage-
ment, and shareholders.

During the EGM, the proposal
to establish a Mudaraba Sukuk
issuance programme, compris-
ing five separate issues from
time to time, each with a total
value of RO50mn, was ap-
proved, along with the authori-
sation of requisite measures for
the proposed issuance process.

During the AGM, the pro-
posal to distribute cash divi-
dends to shareholders at the
rate of 2.3bz per share was ap-
proved. Additionally, approval
was granted for the distribution
of free Sukuk (Mudaraba) to
shareholders, compulsorily con-
vertible into shares on the same
date. This offering, equivalent to
4.47 Sukuk per 100 ordinary
shares, underscores the bank's
dedication to providing value
and fostering investor confi-
dence.

The bank reviewed its perfor-
mance during the fiscal year
ending on December 31, 2023,
during which it achieved a strong
financial performance.

Bank Nizwa witnessed sub-
stantial growth in total assets,
registering an impressive in-
crease of 8% in 2023 compared
to the same period in 2022. Fur-
thermore, the bank recorded its
highest net profit to date,
amounting to RO17mn in 2023,
an increase of 13% compared to
the previous year's net profit of

RO15mn.

In a press release, Khalili said,
"Bank Nizwa's strong perfor-
mance in 2023 highlights its re-
silience, effective management
strategies, and commitment to
delivering value to stakeholders
in a dynamic operating environ-
ment. These indicators also
highlight the concerted efforts of
the management and employ-
ees to enhance financial perfor-
mance and achieve strategic
goals while advancing our for-
ward-thinking vision.”

ETCO Space and Etlag sign MoU

Muscat - Omantel hosted the
signing ceremony of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
between ETCO Space and Etlaqg
at its headquarters on Wednes-
day. The MoU aims to explore
partnerships in data center ser-
vices, technology solutions, and
products.

Azzan bin Abdullah al Maa-
mari, Vice President of ETCO
Space, and Essam bin Abdulrah-
man al Zadjali, Chief Commercial
Officer of Etlag, signed the MoU.
The ceremony was attended by
H H Azzan bin Qais al Said,
Founder and CEO of Etlag, Talal
bin Saeed al Maamari, CEO of
Omantel, and Abdulaziz Sadiqg
Haj Jaafar, CEO of ETCO Space.

Under the MoU, the two par-
ties agreed to cooperate in vari-
ous aspects, with a significant
focus on enabling ETCO Space to
utilise launch providers operating
from Etlag for any ETCO Space
payloads launched from Oman.
Additionally, ETCO Space is em-
powered to introduce other
launch companies intending to
launch from Oman to Etlag.

The space launch port will
provide Etlag with facilities to
conduct research and develop-
ment in the fields of satellite tech-
nology, propulsion and space for
ETCO Space or its partners. The
two parties will explore and ex-
change expertise In-Country
Value (ICV) and capacity build-

ing for the development of
Oman's national cadres in the
space sector.

In addition, Etlag will share its
customer base with ETCO Space,
its partners and subsidiaries to
analyde satellite data, satellite
communications and other ser-
vices and end.

ETCO Space operates the first
national satellite dedicated to
capturing satellite images across
ground stations to meet the
needs of Oman and the region in
the space sector, with a focus on
enhancing local capabilities in
analyding satellite image data,
supporting local competencies in

the relevant engineering and sci-
entific sectors, continuing to
transfer the latest knowledge to
them, as well as reducing costs in
the sectors benefiting from satel-
lite image analysis services,
where these images can be used
for environmental inspection,
boosting agricultural efficiency,
maps, infrastructure manage-
ment, oil and gas services, mining
and renewable energy.

Omantel already has an ongo-
ing partnership with ETCO Space
to provide satellite services,
under which Omantel provides
services like infrastructure, in ad-
dition to hosting satellite com-

munication services under one
roof.

Through its partnership with
ETCO Space, Omantel aims to
expand its digital services and
support its investments in the
satellite image data sector, pow-
ered by its Al solutions, the Inter-
net of Things and its enabling
technologies. Satellite image
analysis services complement
these solutions and will provide a
qualitative addition to the digital
services, especially those related
to space, where the satellite al-
lows data analysis, supports sci-
entific research projects in space
sciences and much more.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - The
2019-2023 Saudi Arabia Private
Equity Report revealed that the
kingdom had witnessed a re-
markable surge in private equity
(PE) activity, reaching a pinna-
cle of approximately $4bn in
2023, reported the Saudi Press
Agency (SPA).

According to the report pub-
lished by the venture data plat-
form, MAGNITT, and

sponsored by SVC, the private
equity landscape has displayed
consistent growth since 2020,
experiencing a substantial 3.7x
rise in 2021 and further cata-
pulting to 5.9x its 2021 level in
2022.

Notably, the composition of
PE transactions has undergone
significant shifts, particularly
with a pronounced emphasis on
Buyout transactions.

Between 2020 and 2023,
Buyout transactions witnessed
a notable 20-percentage point
increase in their share of the
total, while  concurrently,
Growth transactions saw a
growth of 2 percentage points
over the same period.

Across the last five years,
Buyout transactions have dom-
inated the PE investment land-
scape, capturing an average of

Saudi Arabia’s private equity investments reached $4bn in 2023

80% of the total capital de-
ployed in these transactions.
This trajectory underscores the
evolving dynamics and the in-
creasing prominence of private
equity within the kingdom's fi-
nancial ecosystem, reflecting a
strategic shift in investment
preferences.

The report also revealed that
the PE activity in the kingdom
has been characterised by sig-

nificant transactional diversity
and concentration in specific in-
dustries over the past five years.
Notably, food & beverages
emerged as the most transacted
industries within the PE land-
scape between 2019 and 2023.

Manufacturing claimed the
top spot in terms of total invest-
ment, commanding 46% of the
capital deployed during this pe-
riod.
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Record growth in renewables, but
progress needs to be equitable

Abu Dhabi, UAE - Renewable
Capacity Statistics 2024 re-
leased by the International Re-
newable Energy Agency
(IRENA) Wednesday showed
that 2023 set anew record in re-
newables deployment in the
power sector by reaching a total
capacity of 3,870 Gigawatts
(GW) globally.

Renewables accounted for
86% of capacity additions; how-
ever, this growth is unevenly dis-
tributed across the world,
indicating a trend far from the
tripling renewable power target
by 2030.

The 473 GW of renewables
expansion was led once again by
Asia with a 69% share (326
GW). This growth was driven by
China, whose capacity increased
by 63%, reaching 297.6 GW.
This reflects a glaring gap with
other regions, leaving a vast ma-
jority of developing countries be-
hind, despite massive economic
and development needs.

Even though Africa has seen
some growth, it paled in com-
parison with an increase of
4.6%, reaching a total capacity
of 62 GW.

IRENA Director-General
Francesco La Camera said, “This

extraordinary surge in renew-
able generation capacity shows
that renewables are the only
technology available to rapidly
scale up the energy transition

aligned with the goals of the
Paris Agreement. Nevertheless,
the data also serves as a telltale
sign that progress is not moving
fast enough to add the required

7.2 TW of renewable power
within the next seven years, in
accordance with IRENA’s World
Energy Transitions Outlook
1.5°C Scenario.”

"Policy interventions and a
global course-correction are ur-
gently needed to effectively
overcome structural barriers and
create local value in emerging
market and developing
economies, many of which are
still left behind in this progress.

The patterns of concentration in
both geography and technology
threaten to intensify the decar-
bonisation divide and pose a sig-
nificant risk to achieving the
tripling target,” La Camera said.

For China, solar and wind's in-
creasing competitiveness
against coal and gas power gen-
eration became the key driver of
renewable power development.
Meanwhile in the EU, enhanced
policy focus and heightened en-

ergy security concerns have be-
come the main catalysts for the
rapid growth, apart from the in-
creasing cost-competitiveness
of renewables against fossil fuel
alternatives.

Other regions that saw signif-
icant expansion were the Middle
East at 16.6% increase and
Oceania at 9.4% increase. The
G7 countries as a group in-
creased by 7.6%, adding 69.4
GW last year. The G20 nations
on the other hand increased
their capacity by 15.0%, reach-
ing 3084 GW by 2023.

However, for the world to
reach over 11 TW for the tripling
target requires the G20 mem-
bers alone to reach 9.4 TW of
renewable power capacity by
2030, IRENA noted.

With solar energy continuing
to dominate renewable genera-
tion capacity expansion, the
report underscores that the
growth disparity did not only
affect geographical distribution
but also the deployment of
technologies. Solar accounted
for 73% of the renewable
growth last year, reaching 1419
GW, followed by wind power
with 24% share of renewable
expansion.

Abbas Rizvi

Investcorp
appoints
Abbas Rizvi
as CFO

Manama, Bahrain - Investcorp, a
leading alternative investment
firm, announced the appoint-
ment of Abbas Rizvi as its Group
Chief Financial Officer (CFO), ef-
fective April 1, 2024. This ap-
pointment follows Investcorp' s
current CFO, Jan Erik Back's de-
cision to retire.

Rizvi has been an integral part
of the Investcorp finance team
for 19 years, demonstrating ex-
ceptional dedication, expertise,
and leadership in various organi-
zational roles. His deep under-
standing of the firm's operations,
financial systems, and strategic
objectives uniquely positions him
to excel as the new CFO.

Rizviis a fellow member of In-
stitute of Chartered Accountants
of Pakistan from where he quali-
fied in 2003. He is also an alum-
nus of Yale School of
Management, graduating from
the Global Executive Leadership
Program in 2018.

Climate change could turn
up heat on inflation: Report

Doloresz Katanich

Rising temperatures and extreme
weather events are expected to
have a global impact on agricul-
ture.

Increased average tempera-
tures could drive up annual food
inflation by up to 3.2% per year
and overall inflation by up to
1.18% per year by 2035, acc
ing to a fresh study by the |
dam Institute for Climate Im
Research (PIK).

In the study, the scientis
looked at how climate factor:
such as high temperatures
and extreme rainfall have af-
fected inflation in historical
data, but they did not take
separate look at which for
items were likely to be mos
fected.

"Looking at over 27,00C
servations of historical datz
found that increases in tempera-
tures can increase food prices,
particularly in hot regions and
seasons," said Dr Max Kotz, one
of the authors of the study.

"Under future climate condi-
tions, these impacts could be-
come large, approximately 1-3%

stability mandates of central
banks such as the ECB which
aims to keep inflation below 2%."

Meanwhile, headline inflation
could be driven up by 0.32-1.18%
points every year on average
globally, the study found.

Rising or unstable prices
threatened economic and human
welfare as well as political stabil-

ity, the report noted, citing that
the 2021-2022 cost of living cri-
sis pushed an additional 71mn
people into poverty across the
world, according to the UN.
Food inflation and headline in-
flation are expected to be af-
fected by global warming in both

Inflation goes up when tem-
peratures rise, and it does so
most strongly in summer and in
hot regions at lower latitudes,
where it will persist all year long.
For this reason, the global south,
especially Africa and South
America, will be more affected,
according to the study.

Meanwhile, at high latitudes,

e is a strong seasonality,
dngin summer.
ccording to the report, a 1
sree Celsius increase in the
verage monthly temperature
1as an impact on prices for
up to a year, just like excess
rain, but the impacts on
prices are only short-lived
vhen they stem from excess
ought.
"he study took a close look at
extremely hot European
mer of 2022, when heat and
1ght had a wide-spread im-
pact on agriculture and the econ-
omy.

"We estimate that the 2022
summer heat extreme increased
food inflation in Europe by about
0.6%. Future warming projected
for 2035 would amplify the im-
pacts of such extremes by up to

Tokyo, Japan - Japan will re-
spond "resolutely" to excessive
weakness in the yen, Finance
Minister Shunichi Suzuki said
Wednesday, after the currency
fell to a 34-year low against the
US dollar despite the Bank of
Japan's first interest rate hike in
17 years last week, Kyodo News
reported.

Suzuki told reporters that
appropriate action would be
taken "without excluding any
options" to cope with excessive
moves in the yen, driving spec-
ulation that the government
may intervene in the currency
market for the first time since
late 2022.

He also said Japan will be
closely monitoring develop-
ments in the market with a
"high sense of urgency."

At a parliamentary session,
meanwhile, Chief of the Bank of
Japan (BOJ), Kazuo Ueda, said
the central bank is "closely"
watching the impact of the
yen's movements on the econ-
omy and prices, but declined to
comment on currency market
moves.

scrapped its negative interest
rate policy in its first rate hike
since 2007, overhauling the
central bank's unorthodox
monetary easing framework
that had been implemented
over the past decade to fight
deflation.

The central bank, however,
pledged to maintain monetary
easing for now, prompting mar-

Japan vows to take appropriate
action as yen slides to 34-year low

interest rate gap between
Japan and the United States is
unlikely to shrink sharply.

Earlier in the day, BOJ board
member Naoki Tamura said
short-term interest rates would
remain near zero for the time
being, while the market is ex-
pecting the U.S. Federal Re-
serve to go ahead with three
rate cuts this year.

152 line against the dollar in
Tokyo on Wednesday. The cur-
rency last depreciated to 151.94
against the dollar in October
2022, before Japan stepped
into the market by buying the
yen for the dollar.

Since the late Shinzo Abe
became Japan's prime minister
in December 2012, the yen has
been on a downward trend due
largely to his economic policy,
dubbed "Abenomics," which in-
cluded drastic monetary easing,
massive fiscal spending and a
growth strategy.

A falling yen is usually a
boon for exporters as revenue
from Japanese-made products
sold overseas is inflated in yen
terms, but it also drives up im-
port prices and Japan depends
on imports for more than 90%
of its energy needs.

Japan's nationwide core
consumer price index, exclud-
ing volatile fresh food, rose
2.8% in February from a year
earlier, above the BOJ's 2% tar-
get for the 23rd straight month,
government data showed late
last week.

points per year on food inflation higher- and lower-income coun- 50%," added Kotz. On 19th March, the BOJ ket participants to assume the The yen briefly sank near the WAM
by 2035, threatening the price tries. [Source: Euronews.com]
China vows to further expand foreign investment ool n 11 gl q o

Beijing, China - China will further
expand its high-level opening up,
offering more opportunities for
foreign investors to engage in
deeper operations in the country,
the Ministry of Commerce said
Monday.

As China continues to lift
market access restrictions in the
manufacturing sector, it will also
promote the opening up of sec-
tors such as telecommunications
and medical care to create more
trade and investment opportuni-
ties for foreign investors, Vice
Commerce Minister Guo Tingt-
ing said at the China Develop-
ment Forum 2024.

The country will also launch a
campaign to boost investment,
continue to optimize services,

and fully ensure national treat-
ment for foreign-funded enter-
prises, Guo said.

"We will further enhance in-
novation drive and actively par-
ticipate in global industrial and
supply chain cooperation," Guo
said, adding that efforts will be
made to develop new technolo-

gies, industries and business
models, expand service trade
and digital trade, and promote
the innovative development of
enterprises.

Guo noted that China will
deepen multilateral and bilateral
cooperation and work for more
practical outcomes in mecha-

nisms such as G20, APEC and
BRICS so that the results of eco-
nomic globalization can better
benefit all parties.

China is also planning to step
up efforts to expand its global
network of high-standard free
trade areas in 2024, building on
significant accomplishments in
negotiating free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) over the past year.

Chinese Vice Commerce
Minister Wang Shouwen told a
recent press conference that
China has already inked 22 FTAs
with 29 countries or regions, and
the combined trade value with
those countries and regions ac-
counted for one-third of China's
total.

Xinhua
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Shangri-La Muscat appoints new
executive chef, assistant F&B manager

Shangri-La Barr Al lJissah and
Shangri-La Al Husn, Muscat,
have added two new leadership
roles heading its culinary and
Food and Beverage operations
this March 2024.

Eric Fettke joins the complex
boasting 640 rooms and 14 din-
ing venues as the new Executive
Chef while Nabiel El Nakib, no
stranger to Shangri-La, moves
from the Jeddah property to
Oman as the new Executive As-
sistant Manager in charge of
Food and Beverage operations.

Nabiel EI Nakib moved to
Muscat from Shangri-La Jeddah
where he played a crucial role in
the hotel's inaugural success
during and post opening since
2021. Spearheading distin-
guished dining concepts like
Shang Palace, Kaia, COPA,
Niyyali, just to name a few, Na-
biel has successfully reshaped
Jeddah'’s culinary scene with his
commitment to delivering ex-
ceptional dining experiences.
Nabiel has also been com-
mended Director of Food and
Beverage in Saudi Arabia for
Hotelier Magazine and nomi-
nated Shangri-La Jeddah's dining
venues in numerous restaurant
categories such as Time Out.

"l am thrilled to join the team
in Muscat and to bring some new

Nabiel El Nakib and (right) Eric Fettke

Iam thrilled to join the team in

Muscat and to bring some new

concepts to the local dining scene and
continue the path in shaping Shangri-La
Barr Al Jissah and Al Husn as a key leading

dining destination
NABIEL EL NAKIB

Nconcepts to the local dining
scene and continue the path in
shaping Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah
and Al Husn as a key leading din-
ing destination,” said Nabiel.

Nabiel's career spans over
two decades with roles in food
and beverage across continents
- the St Regis in Texas, the Fat
Duck Group in UK where the

restaurant was awarded it first
Michelin-star in 2013 and ranked
54 in Top 100 UK restaurants in
2015, several key leadership po-
sitions across UAE at Shangri-La
Dubai, Mariott hotels, and
Shangri-La Jeddah.

With an impressive 25-year
culinary journey spanning Eu-
rope, Eastern Europe, the Middle
East, Southeast Asia and Africa,
Eric brings a wealth of expertise
and experience to Shangri-La
Muscat's kitchen brigade. Previ-
ously holding the esteemed po-

sition of Executive Chef at the In-
terContinental Mauritius Resort,
Eric's track record within the IHG
family spans through the past 23
years.

The forte of the seasoned
Chef lies in managing large ban-
quet events and during this
tenure at IHG Vietnam in 2020,
the hotel was awarded the Best
Conference and MICE Hotel
Vietnam and Best Business Hotel
Vietnam by World Travel
Awards multiple years in succes-
sion.

Eric's culinary abilities and
leadership skills as well as his
business acumen have been
proven progressively over two
decades by running successful
and profitable kitchens while still
delivering unique dining experi-
ences at the highest level.

In his new capacity, the Ger-
man and South African national
will play an integral role in over-
seeing the kitchen operations
and culinary management across
the hotel's 14 dining venue.

Nick Flynn, Hotel Manager for
Shangri-La Al Husn, said, “We
are very excited to have two
Food and Beverage experts on
board who will be working
strategically together to create
new, innovative and promising
culinary journeys for our guests.”

Mazda unveils its
Ramadan campaign

Mazda Oman proudly an-
nounces its latest campaign,
‘Season of Blessings in Every
Mazda Drive'. This specially de-
signed initiative celebrates the
holy month with exceptional of-
fers that resonate with the values
of generosity and joy.

As families and communities
come together during Ramadan,
Mazda Oman recognises the im-
portance of giving back. They
are dedicated to providing cus-
tomers with not just a vehicle,
but a journey filled with bless-
ings, comfort, and unparalleled
excellence.

Renowned for its focus on in-
novation, safety, and driving
pleasure, Mazda is making it eas-
ier than ever to embark on a re-

warding ownership experience
with a range of exclusive Ra-
madan offers, a press release
said.

These offers are designed to
ensure that every Mazda drive is
a journey filled with blessings.
Customers can enjoy compli-
mentary first-year registration
and insurance coverage in
Oman, ensuring a seamless and
worry-free transition to Mazda
ownership.

Additionally, the linjaz+ Ser-
vice package extends over 5
years or 100,000km, guarantee-
ing the continued excellence of
their Mazda. AAA Roadside As-
sistance, available for 3 years,
supports peace of mind readily
available for any adventure.

ahlibank hosts Ramadan
Souq at headquarters

For the second year in a row,
Ahlibank recently held its Ra-
madan Sougq initiative in collabo-
ration with the SMEs Devel-
opment Authority (Riyada), an
event aimed at supporting local
Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs).

The second edition of the
Soug was held at Ahlibank's
Headquarters in Wattayah from
March 21-23, and was met with
resounding success, a press re-
lease said.

In line with its commitment to
furthering the goals outlined in
Oman Vision 2040, ahlibank's
Souqg provided a platform for
SMEs to showcase their prod-
ucts and services. The event gar-
nered attention and exposure to
SMEs that are new to the mar-
ket, thereby facilitating their
growth and enhancing their

reach to a wider audience
Jumana al Hashmi, head of
Marketing and Corporate Com-
munications at Ahlibank, said,
“During the holy month, we not
only aim to promote creativity,
but also provide opportunities

for SMEs to prosper in the cur-
rent financial landscape. The
event supports various entre-
preneurs, showcasing their tal-
ents and displaying their offer-
ings. We believe SMEs are the
backbone of the economy.”

Nesto offers
Vlitava
product line

Nesto Hypermarket announces
the launch of an exclusive prod-
uct line, Vltava, aimed at revolu-
tionising household essentials.
Nesto Hypermarket has been in-
strumental in bringing this brand
to Omani consumers, marking a
significant milestone to meet
customer needs.

The unveiling of Vltava prod-
ucts took place at Nesto Hyper-
market - Mabelah on February
24, graced by Al Sayyid Khalid
Mahfoodh Salim al Busaidi,
alongside Nesto regional direc-
tors Haris Palollathil and Mujeeb
VTK, commercial head Mussavir
Musthaffa, and other top man-
agement personnel.

Shaheem, business head - Pri-
vate label, presented the new VI-
tava product range during the
launch event, highlighting its im-
pact on home lifestyles.

PURSHOTTAM KANJI
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New MG3 - where agility
meets affordability

Today, the automotive land-

scape of Oman undergoes a
thrilling transformation with the
launch of the new MG3, a sym-
phony of agility, affordability, and
innovation.

Representing a leap forward in
automotive engineering and
design, the new MG3 promises
to redefine the driving experi-
ence for Oman's discerning
motorists.

At the heart of the new MG3
is its advanced petrol engine, de-
livering an exhilarating 109
horsepower, coupled with an 8-
gear i-CVT transmission for

seamless power delivery. But
what truly sets this remarkable
vehicle apart is its exceptional ef-
ficiency. With a peak torque of
142 NM, the MG3 offers out-
standing fuel economy without
compromising on performance,
a press release said.

"Today marks not just the
launch of a new car, but the be-
ginning of a new chapter in the
automotive landscape of Oman,"
said Mohsin Hani Bahrani, CEO
at MHD ACERE. "At MG, we're
dedicated to making cars that
everyone can afford and enjoy.
With the launch of the MG3 in

Oman, we're committed to offer-
ing affordable options that give
people in Oman the freedom to
travel comfortably and confi-
dently, ensuring a smooth ride
ahead.”

Beyond the numbers, the new
MGS3 offers a driving experience
like no other. With agile handling
and flexible steering, it redefines
what it means to have fun on the
road. Whether  navigating
through city streets or cruising
along the open highway, every
moment behind the wheel of the
new MG3 is filled with excite-
ment and joy.

Ooredoo organises business workshop

Ooredoo understands that if
businesses leverage cutting-
edge, end-to-end technologies
and solutions, they can optimise
their digital infrastructure, the
engine driving their digital oper-
ations.

For this reason, Ooredoo or-
ganised an exclusive workshop
entitled ‘Upgrade Your Digital In-
frastructure’. The event was held
together with Starlink, a leading
distributor of telecom products
inthe GCC region and Ooredoo's
ICT partner, and Netceed, a
global value-added distributor
for the telecom network and dig-
ital infrastructure industries, and
Ooredoo'’s partner offering solu-

tions for Enterprise customers in
Oman.

During the workshop, experts
shared their experience and
know-how on the latest trends
and developments in FTTO
(Fibre to the Office) technologies
and Micro Data Centres. Fibre-

enabled FFTO connections are
Internet connectivity solutions
that significantly benefit busi-
nesses with high reliability.
Small-footprint, easy-to-deploy
Micro Data Centres can max-
imise a business's value through
increased scalability.
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Gaza City, Palestine - Israel is not
expected to comply with the UN
Security Council's recent call for
a ceasefire in Gaza, according to
an international law expert.

“Israel has a significant record
of non-compliance with interna-
tional law,” Lima Bustami, direc-
tor of the Law Department at the
Geneva-based civil society or-
ganisation Euro-Med Human
Rights Monitor, told Anadolu.

Bustami stressed that Tel Aviv
disregards international organi-
sations, including the UN and the
UN Security Council.

“Although compliance with
the UN Security Council resolu-
tion is mandatory, there are no
direct measures or sanctions in
case of non-compliance because
it is a decision made under Chap-
ter 6 of the UN Charter,” Bustami
noted.

“We will likely witness Israel
continuing to commit genocide
crimes in Gaza, and have to ap-
peal to the UN Security Council
to issue a new decision,” accord-
ing to Bustami.

The possibility of decisions
being made under Chapter 7 of
the UN Charter, involving eco-
nomic and diplomatic sanctions
as well as the use of military force
in the event of Israel's non-com-
pliance with the ceasefire call, is
‘unlikely’ due to the US veto
power, Bustami said.

Underlining that the UN has
failed to stop the crime of geno-
cide committed by Israel since
October 7, Bustami said: “Never-
theless, this decision represents
a significant development at the

LIMA BUSTAMI

international level regarding the
events occurring in the Gaza
Strip.”

“The decision indicates in-
creasing international pressure
against Israel and its allies to halt

the war, as well as a shift in inter-
national approach towards Is-
rael,” Bustami added.

On Monday, the UN Security
Council passed a resolution de-
manding an immediate ceasefire
in Gaza during the Islamic holy
month of Ramadan.

While Hamas welcomed the
resolution, Israel rejected the
ceasefire call and vowed to con-
tinue its war on the Palestinian
enclave.

Death toll

rises to 32,490

The Palestinian death toll from Is-
rael's deadly offensive on the
Gaza Strip has reached 32,490
since last October, Gaza's Health
Ministry said on Wednesday.

At least 74,889 other Pales-
tinians have been injured in the
onslaught, the ministry added in
a statement.

“Israeli attacks killed 76 peo-
ple and injured 102 others in the

last 24 hours,” the ministry said.

“Many victims are still trapped
under rubble and on the roads
and rescuers are unable to reach
them,” it added.

Israel has pounded the Gaza
Strip since the October 7, 2023
cross-border attack by Hamas,
which killed nearly 1,200 people.

The Israeli war, now in its
173rd day, has pushed 85% of
Gaza's population into internal
displacement amid acute short-

Israel unlikely to comply with UN
ceasefire call in Gaza: Law expert

ages of food, clean water, and
medicine, while 60% of the en-
clave's infrastructure has been
damaged or destroyed, according
to the UN.

Meanwhile, in the northern
occupied West Bank, an Israeli
army airstrike killed three Pales-
tinians in the Jenin refugee camp
on Wednesday.

In a statement, the Palestinian
Health Ministry said three Pales-
tinians were martyred and four
others injured in the (Israeli) oc-
cupation aggression on Jenin.

Eyewitnesses told Anadolu
that an armed Israeli army drone
struck the Al-Damj neighbour-
hood of the Jenin refugee camp
while Israeli forces, escorted by
bulldozers, raided Jenin, and the
adjacent towns of Qabatiya and
Burgin, and started to destroy the
infrastructure there.

The Israeli army arrested at
least three Palestinians from
Jenin, and withdrew from the
area after nine hours of military
operations there, the eyewit-
nesses added.

Clashes were also reported
between the Israeli army and
Palestinians in Qabatiya that left
at least three Palestinians injured.

The new deaths bring the
Palestinian death toll in the West
Bank, killed by the Israeli forces
and settlers, since October 7 to
453, in addition to over 4,600
others injured. Besides, at least
20 Palestinians were detained in
fresh Israeli military raids in the
occupied West Bank late Tues-
day and early Wednesday.
Anadolu Agency

Israeli citizen
killed in
Hezbollah
attack

Jerusalem - An Israeli citi-
zen was killed on Wednes-
day when rockets
reportedly fired by the
Lebanese Hezbollah group
hit the settlement of Kiryat
Shmona, northern Israel,
near the border areas with
Lebanon.

In a statement, the Israeli
ambulance service, Magen
David Adom, said the 25-
year-old man was a worker
in an industrial structure in
the settlement and was
pronounced dead at the
scene when pulled out of
the rubble after the attack.

The Israeli Army Radio
said his death brings the Is-
raeli deaths from the
clashes with the Hezbollah
group since October 8 t0 18.

The Hezbollah group, for
its part, said it struck the
Kiryat Shmona settlement
and the command base of
the Israeli army's Brigade
769, stationed in the vicin-
ity of the settlement, with
dozens of rockets.

Hezbollah added that the
rockets firing came in re-
sponse to the Israeli ‘'mas-
sacre' in Habbariyeh town,
southern Lebanon, early on
Wednesday that left seven
paramedics killed.

Tension has flared along
the  border  between
Lebanon and Israel amid in-
termittent exchanges of fire
between Israeli forces and
Hezbollah, in the deadliest
clashes since the two sides
fought a full-scale war in
2006.

Anadolu Agency

Ukraine's security service
should be declared ‘terrorist
organisation’, says Russia

Moscow, Russia - Ukraine's Se-
curity Service should be declared
a 'terrorist organisation’, the head
of Russia's Federal Security Ser-
vice (FSB) said on Tuesday.
“We need to do this, of course,
yes. | believe that this is the basis.
Not only to count, but also to
make appropriate decisions,”
Alexander Bortnikov told re-
porters in Moscow following an
expanded meeting of the board
of Russia's Prosecutor General's
Office. Bortnikov said the leader-
ship of Ukraine's special services,
including Kyrylo Budanov, the
head of defence intelligence, are

‘legitimate targets’ of Russia.

He also accused the US, UK
and Ukraine of being behind the
Friday attack on the Crocus City
Hall in the Moscow region.

He claimed Kyiv is trying to
‘prove its worth’, and that it is
necessary to carry out 'sabotage
and terrorist acts' in order to do
so, which he argued is what the
leadership of the Ukrainian and
British intelligence services are
aiming to do.

Bortnikov further claimed that
Ukraine carried out training of
‘terrorists’ in the Middle East.
Anadolu Agency

Israeli army says it killed Hamas
commander in Gaza airstrike

Jerusalem - After two weeks of
silence, Israeli army spokesper-
son Daniel Hagari claimed on
Tuesday evening the assassina-
tion of Marwan lIssa, a key
leader in the military wing of
Hamas known as the Al-Qas-
sam Brigades, in a strike in the
Gaza Strip.

“This evening, after examin-
ing all intelligence information,
we can confirm the elimination
of Marwan lIssa in an airstrike
we carried out about two weeks
ago," Israeli army spokesperson
Daniel Hagari said in a recorded
speech.

“Alongside Marwan Issa,
Ghazi Abu Tamaa was killed in
the attack,” he added.

Hagari noted that Issa was
the deputy to Mohammed Deif,
the overall commander of the
Al-Qassam Brigades, the mili-
tary wing of Hamas, and one of
the planners of the October 7
attack on Israel last year.

Issa and Abu Tamaa were
eliminated in a complex and
precise operation based on in-

telligence provided by the Shin
Bet internal security service and

military intelligence, Hagari
said.
Issa, 58, nicknamed ‘the

shadow man’ for his ability to
evade Israeli surveillance over
the years, has been pivotal in
resisting the occupation. He
was born in Gaza to a family
displaced from the village of
Beit Tima near Ashkelon in the

occupied territories in 1948.
Accused of joining Hamas,
Issa was arrested by the Israeli
army during the First Intifada in
1987 for five years. He also
spent four years in Palestinian
Authority prisons and was re-
leased during the outbreak of
the Second Intifada in 2000.
Post-2000, Issa, alongside
Salah Shahada, played a signifi-
cant role in rebuilding Hamas's

military wing. He is rumoured to
be fluent in Hebrew, according
to Israeli media.

Issa joined the Al-Qassam
Brigades since its inception, as-
suming various positions until
becoming the deputy to its
overall leader, Mohammed
Deif, succeeding Ahmed al-
Jabari, who was assassinated
by Israel in 2012.

Anadolu Agency

Belgian farmers drive tractors into Brussels to protest EU’s agri policy

Ankara, Turkey - Belgian farm-
ers on Tuesday drove tractors
into the capital Brussels, near
the EU Commission building, to
protest the bloc's agricultural
policy and low income, local
media reported.

The farmers were staging a
rally on their tractors at the same
time that EU agriculture minis-
ters were meeting, RTL broad-
caster reported.

Approximately 150 tractors
blocked the streets and caused
traffic disruptions, the broad-

caster said.

Farmers from various regions
of Belgium travelled to Brussels
to protest for the third time, fol-
lowing previous demonstrations
on February 1and 26.

Farmers across Europe have
been expressing their anger for
months over low wages, and EU
and national policies including
restrictions, food imports, and
trade support for Ukrainian
grain.

Last week, the EU decided to
introduce barrier duties on grain

exports from Belarus and Russia,
following a series of protests in
Europe by farmers demanding
the cessation of the export of
Ukrainian food products that are
exempt from taxes and duties.
They said cheap Ukrainian
agricultural products destroy
farming in EU countries, particu-
larly those bordering Ukraine.
The EU Commission in mid-
March also agreed to abandon
pesticide restrictions, increase
rye and barley subsidies, main-
tain the current level of agricul-

tural tax, and lift restrictions on
plant protection products and
the need for fallow land.

The Polish government, for its
part, reached an agreement with
farmers last week to end ongoing
nationwide protests.

The EU Special Committee on
Agriculture approved the EU
Commission's proposal to revise
the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP), as requested by farmers
during the Agriculture and Fish-
eries Council meeting.

Anadolu Agency
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Moscow terror attack: Teen honoured for saving over 100 people

Moscow, Russia - Russian Chil-
dren’s Rights Ombudswoman
Maria Lvova-Belova presented
an award on Tuesday to a 15-
year-old Muslim boy who saved
over 100 people during last
week's shooting at a concert hall
in the Moscow region.

Lvova-Belova arrived at the
school where Islam Khalilov
studies and in a solemn atmo-
sphere presented him with a
diploma ‘for dedication, courage
and personal bravery'.

The teenager worked part-
time at the Crocus City Hall con-
cert venue as a cloakroom
attendant and was on duty when

the shooting occurred.

The boy saw people panick-
ing, being unable to understand
where to go and what to do to
save their lives and took the lead.
He loudly announced that he
was an employee, that he knew
where the exists were, and
pointed out the way.

Khalilov wanted to make sure
that no one was left behind even
though he was in mortal danger.

Speaking at the ceremony, he
attributed his action to the way
he was brought up.

“Dad has always said that if
you can help in any way, always
help people,” he said.

A view of damage at Crocus City Hall concert venue near Moscow, Russia

Baltimore bridge collapse: Six
missing people presumed dead

Maryland, US - The Maryland
state police on Wednesday said
that the six people who were
missing after the Francis Scott
Key Bridge collapsed on Tuesday
in Baltimore, Maryland, have
been presumed dead.

The Singapore-flagged vessel
collided with one of the pillars of
the Francis Scott Key Bridge in
Maryland, leading to its collapse
on Tuesday.

Earlier, as stated by US Presi-
dent Joe Biden, eight people
were unaccounted for after the
Baltimore Bridge collapse, out of
which two have been rescued,
while the rescue operation was
ongoing for the remaining six.

He added: “Ship traffic in the
port of Baltimore has been sus-
pended until further notice and
we'll need to clear that channel
before the ship traffic can re-
sume...It's my intention that the
federal government will pay for
the entire cost of reconstructing
that bridge...The people of Balti-
more can count on us.”

The shipping company, Syn-
ergy Maritime Group, said on
Tuesday in a statement that
there were 22 Indians on board.

The six missing individuals are
believed to have been part of a
construction crew who were
working on the bridge filling pot-
holes when it was struck around
1:30am local time (0530 GMT),
Maryland Transportation Secre-
tary Paul Wiedefeld said.

It is unclear if any cars were
transiting the bridge when it col-
lapsed, but Maryland Governor

The collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, Maryland, US (Xinhua)

Wes Moore said that the opera-
tors of the Dali container ship ra-
dioed in a mayday call that
allowed officials at the bridge ‘to
begin to stop the flow of traffic so
more cars were not up on the
bridge." He did not say whether
any vehicles were on the bridge
at the time of impact, emphasis-

ing that the investigation remains
ongoing.

“Many of the vehicles were
stopped before they got onto the
bridge, which saved lives in a
very, very heroic way,” he added.

Water temperatures in the
Patapsco River were sitting at a
frigid 47 degrees Fahrenheit (8

degrees Celsius) on Tuesday
morning, according to federal
tracking data.

The Key Bridge was one of
three main arteries used to tran-
sit the Baltimore Harbour with
roughly 35,000 people using it
daily for their commutes, span-
ning the entryway to the harbour
where the vital Port of Baltimore
is located. All commercial ship
traffic has been halted to allow
for search and rescue efforts to
continue.

Moore said authorities are
solely working on finding the six
people who are confirmed to

have gone missing following the
incident. He said that for Mary-
landers, the news that the bridge
collapsed early on Tuesday
morning was ‘shocking and
heartbreaking'.

“For every single one of us
who are Marylanders, the words
that the Key Bridge is gone, it still
shakes us because for 47 years
that's all we've known, and so
this is not just not just unprece-
dented from what we're seeing,
and what we're looking at today,
it's heartbreaking,” he told re-
porters at a press conference.

Agencies

The teenager also said that
many people have been writing
to him on social media, thanking
him for saving the lives of their
relatives. “This is amazing how
children who needed to be saved
themselves were helping peo-
ple," Lvova-Belova said.

At least 139 people were
killed and more than 180 injured
on March 22 when gunmen
opened fire at Crocus City Hall in
Krasnogorsk, Moscow Oblast.

The Investigative Committee
said it detained 11 people, includ-
ing four perpetrators, in the bor-
der region of Bryansk, who were
on their way to Ukraine.

Moscow's Basmanny District
Court charged the four perpetra-
tors late on Sunday with terror-
ism and approved their pre-trial
detentions until May 22.

Meanwhile, Russian lawmak-
ers called on Tuesday for lifting
the moratorium on the death
penalty following the attack on a
concert hall.

Speaking at a plenary session
of Russia's lower chamber of
parliament, the State Duma, its
chairman Vyacheslav Volodin
said all the necessary legislation
exists and it is up to the Consti-
tutional Court to decide.

Anadolu Agency

Ankara, Turkey - North Korea
on Tuesday ruled out ‘any
contact or negotiations’ with
Japan in the future after
Tokyo rejected Pyongyang's
claim regarding the resolution
of a lingering abductees issue.

In a statement carried by
state-run Korean Central
News Agency, Kim Yo Jong,
the powerful sister of the
country's leader Kim Jong-
un, accused Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida of
using bilateral ties for ‘politi-
cal calculations'.

“This is proven by the atti-
tude of Japan clinging to the
unattainable issues which can
never be settled and have
nothing to be settled,” said
Kim.

Japan, she added, has 'no
courage to change history,
promote regional peace and
stability and take the first step
for the fresh DPRK-Japan re-
lations’, using the acronym for
Pyongyang's official name, the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

Kim, the vice department
director of the ruling Workers'
Party's Central Committee,
made the remarks a day after
Kishida, according to her, ex-
pressed a willingness to hold
a summit with her brother.

She pointed to comments
made by the Japanese gov-

North Korea not
interested in
talks with Japan:
Kim Yo Jong

ernment’s top spokesman on
Monday that Tokyo would
not accept North Korea's as-
sertion that the issue of
Japanese nationals abducted
by Pyongyang in the 1970s
and 1980s had already been
resolved.

“It was the Japanese side
that knocked at the door first
requesting ‘the Japan-DPRK
summit without precondi-
tions’, and the DPRK only clar-
ified its stance that it would
welcome Japaniifitis ready to
make a new start, not being
obsessed with the past,” she
said.

Kishida declined to directly
respond to Kim's comments,
telling reporters late on Tues-
day that Japan would con-
tinue its efforts to resolve
issues with Pyongyang based
on ‘existing policies'.

In 2002, North Korea ad-
mitted that it had sent agents
to abduct 13 Japanese people
in the 1970s and 1980s,
pressing them into service
training its spies in Japanese
language and customs.

This has since remained a
major issue in Japan.

Japan's former prime min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi paid a
landmark visit to Pyongyang
in 2002 and met Kim's father
Kim Jong-il.

Anadolu Agency

China sends multirole
satellite into orbit: Report

Beijing, China - China launched a
Long March 6A carrier rocket to
send a multirole satellite into
orbit on Wednesday morning,
China Daily reported, citing the
China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corp.

In a news release, the State-
owned space contractor an-
nounced that the rocket was
launched at 6:5lam from the
Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre
in Shanxi province, successfully
placing the Yunhai 3B satellite
into its designated orbit.

The satellite is tasked with
surveying atmospheric, marine
and space environments, provid-
ing data to support disaster pre-
vention and mitigation efforts,
and carrying out scientific exper-
iments, it said.

Both of the satellite and rocket
were designed and built by the
Shanghai Academy of Space-
flight Technology, a CASC sub-
sidiary. By now, China has
deployed a number of Yunhai-
series multifunctional satellites in

space via several launches.

The medium-lift Long March
6A consists of a 50-metre, lig-
uid-propelled core booster and
four solid-fuel side boosters. The
core booster has a diameter of
3.35 metres and is propelled by
two 120-tonne-thrust engines
burning liquid oxygen and
kerosene.

With a lift-off weight of 530
metric tonnes, the rocket is

mainly used to transport satel-
lites to multiple types of orbit, in-
cluding sun-synchronous,
low-Earth, and intermediate cir-
cular orbit.

The launch mission marked
the country’s 14th space mission
this year and the 514th flight of
the Long March rocket family,
the nation's major space launch
vehicle fleet.

WAM

Government to challenge Catalan bill
for independence from Spain in court

Oviedo, Spain - The Spanish gov-
ernment announced on Tuesday
that it will challenge a Catalan bill
proposing a unilateral declaration
of independence in the Constitu-
tional Court.

Earlier this year, the Catalan
politicians gave the green light to
move forward with a popular ini-
tiative that suggests the region
should declare independence
from Spain. Spanish ministers
agreed to challenge the bill in the
court, which will also effectively
paralyse it.

Speaking to journalists on
Tuesday, Justice Minister Felix
Bolanos emphasised that ‘in no
case do we (the government and
the Socialist Party) support the
independence and isolation of
Catalonia in respect to Spain and
the rest of Europe'.

His comments come days
after Marta Rovira, secretary
general of the major separatist
party ERC, told Spanish daily La
Vanguardia that her party was in
talks about an independence ref-

This file photo shows people taking part in demonstrations to mark Catalonia’s national day ‘La Diada' at the

Plaza de Espana square in Barcelona, Spain on September 11, 2023

erendum with Spain's ruling So-
cialist Party. Socialist politicians
have firmly denied her claim.

On Tuesday, Bolanos explicitly
said Rovira was not telling the
truth due to upcoming elections
and reproached her party for re-
turning to ‘old formulas of conflict
and collective failure'.

Catalan voters will go to the
polls on May 12 in snap elections.

Spain's government has come

under heavy criticism for passing
the amnesty bill, which drops
non-violent criminal charges for
those involved in the Catalan in-
dependence push.

Bolanos emphasised that chal-
lenging the Catalan bill for inde-
pendence is ‘coherent’ with the
government's approach that fo-
cuses on ‘dialogue, living in har-
mony and protecting the Catalan
institutions'.

However, Patricia Plaja, the
spokesperson of the Catalan gov-
ernment, slammed the govern-
ment's decision to tie up the
legislation in courts.

“To us, it seems like the gov-
ernment hasn't learned any-
thing... trying to restrict and limit
parliamentary debate will never
be a solution,” she said, according
to La Vanguardia.

Anadolu Agency
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India objects to Washington's
remarks on Delhi CM's arrest

New Delhi, India - India on
Wednesday summoned a US
diplomat and strongly objected to
Washington's remarks regarding
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal who was arrested in a graft
case last week.

“"We take strong objection to
the remarks of the spokesperson
of the US State Department
about certain legal proceedings in
India,” the Indian Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said in a
statement. Earlier on Wednes-
day, the US Acting Deputy Chief
of Mission Gloria Berbena was
seen leaving the MEA headquar-
ters. The meeting lasted for ap-
proximately 40 minutes.

The MEA's remarks come in
the backdrop of a US State De-
partment spokesperson telling
Reuters this week, that the US is
closely following reports of the
arrest of Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's arrest. “We en-
courage a fair, transparent, and
timely legal process for Chief
Minister Kejriwal,” the US
spokesperson said in response to
an emailed query about the case.

“In diplomacy, states are ex-
pected to be respectful of the
sovereignty and internal affairs of
others,” the ministry said, adding:
“This responsibility is even more
so in the case of fellow democra-
cies. It could otherwise end up
setting unhealthy precedents.”

The ministry said India’s legal

US' Acting Deputy Chief of Mission Gloria Berbena (Inset) arrives at South Block in New Delhi on Wednesday (AN

processes were ‘based on an in-
dependent judiciary which is
committed to objective and
timely outcomes'.

"“Casting aspersions on that is
unwarranted,” it noted.

Weeks ahead of general elec-

tions in India, Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested on March 21 by the En-
forcement Directorate in a graft
case. After the arrest of Kejriwal,
who is a critic of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, his
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has

been protesting continuously.
The opposition parties in India
too have criticised the arrest.
This is the second time in the
last few days that India has re-
acted strongly over remarks on
Kejriwal. The German Foreign

Office last week had made re-
marks on Kejriwal's arrest which
led India to lodge a strong protest
with the German Embassy in the
national capital.

Earlier this month, the US had
expressed concern over the im-

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY

plementation of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA).

In his daily briefing on March
15, the US State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller
had said: “We are concerned
about the notification of the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act on
March 11." External Affairs Min-
istry rejected the remarks as
‘misplaced, misinformed, and un-
warranted'.

Moreover, on March 25, the
United States Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) raised the alarm on the
government's notification of the
Citizenship Amendment Rules
(CAR) in a move to begin imple-
menting the CAA. In a statement,
the USCIRF said that last week,
USCIRF Commissioner Stephen
Schneck testified at a Tom Lantos
Human Rights Commission hear-
ing on this matter.

Agencies

India has

new heads
for BPR&D,
NIA, NDRF

New Delhi, India - In a reor-
ganisation within India’s se-
curity apparatus, the Centre
has announced pivotal ap-
pointments in key agencies,
giving charge to IPS officer
Sadanand Vasant Date as
the new director general of
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), his batch-
mate Rajeev Kumar as chief
of BPR&D and Piyush
Anand, a year junior to
them, as head of the NDRF.
Date, a 1990-batch In-
dian Police Service (IPS) of-
ficer of Maharashtra cadre,
was appointed as the new
NIA chief for a tenure up to
his superannuation on De-
cember 31, 2026, as the in-
cumbent chief  Dinkar
Gupta, will retire on March
31. Piyush Anand, a 1991-
batch Uttar Pradesh cadre
IPS officer, has been en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility of leading the National
Disaster Response Force.
Currently the special DG of
the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force, he has been
given the new charge for a
period of two years.
Simultaneously, Rajeev
Kumar, an IPS officer from
the Rajasthan cadre, was
appointed as the director
general of the Bureau of Po-
lice Research and Develop-
ment (BPR&D).
ANI

Remains of Kenya doomsday
cult victims released to families

Nairobi, Kenya - Authorities in
Kenya on Tuesday handed over
seven bodies, from the Shaka-
hola cult, which were positively
identified through DNA analysis
to their families for burial.

Titus Ngonyo one of the peo-
ple receiving the bodies of their
family members was over-
whelmed with sorrow.

While speaking to reporters
he expressed profound sadness
as he lost four family members to
the Shakahola doomsday starva-
tion cult.

"My heart is heavy with grief
as | mourn the tragic loss of my
dear family members. | am ask-
ing the government to help my
family with the burial as | cannot
raise the money on my own."”

The victims, once members of
the Good News International
Church under cult leader Paul
Mackenzie, had been coerced
into starvation and promised a
spiritual afterlife in heaven with
Jesus.

Kenyan authorities plan a
phased release of the remaining
identified bodies, with 34 slated
for handover in the coming
weeks from the Malindi Sub-

This file photo shows officials inspecting a site where bodies were found near the Good News International
Church in Malindi town of Kilifi, Kenya on May 11, 2023

County Hospital Mortuary in
Malindi, situated approximately
478km (297 miles) northeast of
Nairobi.

A total of 429 bodies were ex-
humed from 35 shallow mass
graves found near Malindi in the
Shakahola forest since mid-April,

the forest is located on land be-
longing to Paul Mackenzie's
church. Police investigations
have revealed that some of the
victims had their organs missing,
which has led to suspicions of
trafficking in human organs.
Anadolu Agency

NADRA leaks data of over 2mn
people of Pakistan: Report

Islamabad, Pakistan - The Pak-
istan Joint Investigation Team
JIT) submitted a report to the
interior ministry on Tuesday, re-
garding the leakage of citizens’
data by the National Database
and Registration Authority
(NADRA), as reported by The
News International.

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) issued directions
to the Interior Ministry to probe
into the data leak in collabora-
tion with the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA), the
Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA), and Military Intelligence.

According to the report, data
of 2.7mn Pakistanis was stolen
from 2019 to 2023 with the help
of Nadra offices of Multan, Pe-
shawar and Karachi.

The JIT report stated that the
data was obtained from Multan
to Peshawar and then to Dubai,
and was also sold in Argentina
and Romania, according to The
News International.

Following this, the report rec-
ommended action against sev-
eral senior officers of NADRA.

The joint investigation team,
headed by FIA Director Cyber-

crime, was created to investi-
gate the March 2023 cyberat-
tack, in which the personal
information of citizens, including
military officials, was accessed
and stolen.

Later, the JIT submitted its re-
port to then-caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar
after the inquiry was completed,
reported The News International.

The caretaker premier or-
dered NADRA to initiate actions
as per the findings and recom-
mendations.

According to the report, the

proposed measures to protect
the citizens' data included regu-
latory actions along with tech-
nology upgrades.

Meanwhile, the authorities
have launched compliance mea-
sures in light of the prime minis-
ter's orders.

Moreover, the report empha-
sised that the measures will
allow better delivery of emer-
gency services and help in en-

suring  standard  database
security, The News International
reported.

ANI

Istanbul, Turkey - Azerbaijan on
Wednesday said a scheduled
meeting between Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen, and
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken early next month will
create ‘'new dividing lines’ in the
South Caucasus region.

The conference ‘creates new
dividing lines and so-called
spheres of influence in the re-
gion, instead of encouraging the

Armenian side to negotiate in
good faith’, Aykhan Hajizada,
Azerbaijan's Foreign Ministry
spokesman, said in response to
a media inquiry.

The actions taken by the EU
and US ‘clearly have a one-
sided and biased character’
and are based on a ‘double
standard approach’, Hajizada
noted, saying the conference
scheduled to take place in
Brussels on April 5 is not fully
transparent, lacks regional in-

clusivity, and runs contrary to
the ‘promoted and much
needed confidence-building
and integrity in the region’.

Hajizada further said the
‘open pro-Armenian public
manifestation’ undertaken by
Woashington and Brussels may
create an illusion in Armenia
that the EU and US will support
Yerevan in potential future
provocations against Baku.

“In such (a) case, the EU and
US will share responsibility for

Armenia-EU-US meet will create ‘dividing lines’ in region: Azerbaijan

any possible destabilising action
by Armenia,” Hajizada also said,
adding that Azerbaijan calls on
all sides to refrain from taking
steps that are counterproduc-
tive to peace talks and may es-
calate tensions.

Relations between Baku and
Yerevan have remained tense
since 1991, when the Armenian
military occupied Nagorno-
Karabakh, a territory interna-
tionally recognised as part of
Azerbaijan, and seven adjacent

regions.

Most of the territory was lib-
erated by Azerbaijan during a
war in the fall of 2020, which
ended after a Russian-brokered
peace agreement that also
opened the door to normalisa-
tion. Azerbaijan established full
sovereignty in Karabakh after an
‘anti-terrorism operation’ in
September 2023, after which
separatist forces in the region
surrendered.

Anadolu Agency
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COMPLETE DOMINATION

Rachin,
Dube and
CSK’s quicks
dispatch
Titans

Chennai, India - The new faces of
Chennai Super Kings impressed
against the team they took down
in the IPL 2023 final, signalling
that the post-MS Dhoni era
could also be filled with lots of
success.

Rachin Ravindra (46 off 20),
Shivam Dube (51 off 23), Sameer
Rizvi (14 off 6) and the captain
Ruturaj Gaikwad himself (46 off
36) led them to a total of 206,
which proved plenty more than
enough for a bowling attack that
is also undergoing change.

For the second game running,
Chepauk offered no wickets to
the home team'’s spinners. In-
stead, it was the fast bowlers led
by Deepak Chahar (2 for 28) and
Tushar Deshpande (2 for 21)
who did all the damage.

Rachin is a back-foot player.
Yet his drives are the best part of
his game. They look so natural.
Almost instinctive. This is a re-
sult of a switch in mindset, which

Shivam Dube of Chennai Super Kings plays a shot en route to his half century

was very apparent at the ODI
World Cup, where he permitted
himself to go hard at the ball.
Now watching him, there's al-
most no bias.

He was straight-driving sixes.

He was front-foot pulling bound-
aries. He was pouncing on rare
short balls from Rashid Khan.
This was a batter showing off
just how early he was picking
length and just how good his

hand-eye coordination is. He was
never out of position. He was
never rushed. He never even
looked like he was trying. His 46
off 20 balls is already in the
Super Kings hall of fame because

he hit nine boundaries, the joint-
fifth-most by any CSK batter in-
side the powerplay in all IPL
history.

Left-arm spinner Sai Kishore
and Rashid Khan were immense
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in helping Titans shut down
Mumbai Indians in their first
match of the season. Here they
were almost not allowed to finish
their full quota of overs. Because
Shivam Dube.

The first ball of the 11th over
resulted in Ajinkya Rahane's
wicket with the score on 104 for
2. The second and third were
sent up into orbit by the one of
the league's best spin-hitters.

Dube's story might well be the
strongest argument in favour of
role-clarity in T20 cricket. Here
was a power-hitter who had only
one fifty from his first 22 IPL in-
nings because teams kept using

him as a finisher. He isn't that,
because he is still a work in
progress against fast bowling.

All the power he had was
going to waste, until CSK came
calling in 2022 and decided
they'd use him against the
slower bowlers; against the kind
of people he can just plant that
front foot down and use all of his
wingspan. Even Rashid wasn't
able to keep Dube quiet. That's
the quality of his spin-hitting. He
has 57 sixes since the switch to
yellow and that puts him level
with IPL legend Andre Russell
and Liam Livingstone and behind
only Jos Buttler (59).

At the fall of Dube's wicket,
with less than two overs to go,
Chepauk might have expected
Dhoni to stride out to the middle.
The camera certainly did. It kept
panning to him in the dressing
room.

Instead, it was 20-year old
Rizvi who stepped up. And he
swept the first ball that he faced
in the IPL for six. That it happened
to be Rashid bowling and that he
hit him for another six - this one
a bit of a mis-hit as he charged
out of his crease and swung him-
self almost off his feet - only
added to the occasion. If this is
the new CSK, there's going to be
a few more special years ahead.
ESPNCricinfo

Gaikwad ‘fantastic’ as captain so far, says Hussey

Chennai, India - The start of
Chennai Super Kings' transition
has been smooth with Ruturaj
Gaikwad leading the team to
back-to-back wins in IPL 2024
after MS Dhoni had handed over
the captaincy to him. Gaikwad
has been rifling through fielding
changes, working closely with his
predecessor Dhoni on the field
and coach Stephen Fleming off it.
Michael Hussey, CSK's batting
coach, is pleased with how Gaik-
wad has managed the team.

I know he’s (Ruturaj Gaikwad) got
some good support around him but
he’s avery smart guy and a very
cricket-savvy guy, you know

MICHAEL HUSSEY

“| think he's been fantastic,”
Hussey said after CSK thumped
Gujarat Titans by 63 runs at
Chepauk on Tuesday. “He's very
well prepared. Him, Flem, MSD -
they get together and they talk

tactics before the game. But |
think the way Rutu changes the
bowlers around... the fields are
very good. He seems very clear.
“So | think he's taking to the
job brilliantly at the moment; |

know he's got some good sup-
port around him but he's a very
smart guy and a very cricket-
savvy guy, you know; he under-
stands the game well. He's got a
good team to work with as well,
which helps as well, but | think
he's been fantastic so far.”

Gaikwad's new opening part-
ner Rachin Ravindra has seam-
lessly slotted into the team, in
Devon Conway's injury-enforced
absence.

Ravindra hit 37 off 15 balls

against Royal Challengers in the
season-opener and followed it up
with a similarly punchy 46 off 20
balls against Titans.

"He's just trying to soak up as
much knowledge as he possibly
can,” Hussey said of Ravindra. I
think he really feeds off the crowd
a bit as well. And yeah, once
you've got a couple of good shots
away earlier, | think his confi-
dence grew and he believed that
‘| can perform on this stage and
grow from there.”

Ruturaj Gaikwad

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

An Indian Chartered Accoun-
tant, MBA, MCom, with 20
years of experience if looking
for CFO/Sr finance role. Expe-
rience in accounts, finance,
group accounts and consolida-
tion, VAT and Tax matters, li-
aise with bank and auditors,
board presentation.

Contact: +968-76870183

HVAC & kitchen equipment
technician with driving licence,
12 year's experience in Oman -
95861395

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

s ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com

therpay & post Delivery Care
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Brazil's Lucas Paqueta
celebrates his goal

Last-gasp
goal helps
Brazil draw
with Spain
Madrid, Spain - Brazil's
Lucas Paqueta scored a
penalty deep in added time
to rescue a fortunate 3-3
draw with Spain in an ill-
tempered friendly at the
Santiago Bernabeu stadium
on Tuesday. The hosts
dominated  proceedings
early on and Lamine Yamal
and Nico Williams were a
constant menace.

It was the 16-year-old
Yamal who earned Spain a
contentious penalty in the
12th minute as he went
down under a challenge
from Joao Gomes. The re-
play showed there was
minimal contact but the ref-
eree pointed to the penalty
spot and there was no VAR
in operation to check the
decision.

From despair to delirium

Tsygankov and Mudryk on target as Ukraine reach 2024 finals with win against Iceland

Wroclaw, Poland - Ukraine's
tears of despair turned to joy
after qualification for the Euro
2024 soccer tournament was
achieved with a dramatic 2-1vic-
tory over Iceland in their playoff
final played in a neutral but par-
tisan  Wroclaw Stadium in
Poland on Tuesday.

Viktor ~ Tsygankov  and
Mykhailo Mudryk scored sec-
ond-half goals as it was mission
accomplished in a campaign
where Ukraine have been forced
to play 'home’ fixtures in Slo-
vakia, Czech Republic, Germany
and Poland following Russia’s
February 2022 invasion of the
country that sparked a war.

Albert Gudmundsson had put
Iceland ahead in the first half but
they surrendered possession and
the initiative as they struggled to
contain their opponents for
much of the contest.

It is a fourth straight visit to
the continental finals for Ukraine
who take their place in Group E
with Belgium, Slovakia and Ro-
mania, who they open their cam-
paign against on June 17.

“Thank you, boys! Thank you
to the team! For proving once
again that when Ukrainians face
challenges but refuse to give up

Ukraine's Mykhailo Mudryk (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring against Iceland on Tuesday

and continue the fight, they in-
variably win,” Ukraine president
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said in a
message on Telegram.

Chants of “Ukraine, Ukraine”

rang around the stadium, the
scenes of jubilation and yellow
and blue flags waving not far re-
moved from what might be ex-
pected if the game was in Kyiv.

Poland is home to a large
number of refugees from the
war, many of whom will have
been in the stadium to witness
one of their team's greatest tri-

Arsenal’s David Raya stops a penalty in their Champions League last 16 match against Porto on Tuesday

umphs given the circumstances.

It makes up for Ukraine miss-
ing out on the last World Cup
after a playoff defeat by Wales
and for the second game running
they had to come from behind to

secure victory after snatching a
2-1 win over Bosnia and Herze-
govinain Thursday's semi-final.s
2024 unveils official stamps for
the Olympics

“I think this is a very important
victory for the entire Ukrainian
people, for our soldiers,” coach
Serhiy Rebrov told reporters.

"l am very happy for the play-
ers because these two (playoff)
games were very difficult and
nerve-wracking. Both before and
after the matches, we said that
these victories are for our coun-
try, people, defenders who de-
fend our freedom.

“Everyone understands how
important this victory is.”

Gudmundsson scored a sub-
lime goal to give Iceland the lead
on the half-hour mark as he
picked up the ball just outside the
box, beat two defenders to make
the space and rifled a precise
shot into the corner of the net.

The start of the second half
was frenetic and Ukraine drew
level with a fine equaliser.

Tsygankov was picked out on
the right wing and cut inside,
drifting into a central position be-
fore firing low into the bottom
corner of the net with his left
foot.

Georgia make history with Euro berth

Thilisi, Georgia - Georgia quali-
fied for Euro 2024 thanks to a 4-
2 shootout win over Greece after
a tense playoff final ended 0-0
following extra time on Tuesday
as they made history by reaching
their first major tournament.

Georgia  substitute  Nika
Kvekveskiri converted his spot
kick after Greece's Giorgos Giak-
oumakis put his penalty wide to
send the home crowd wild as their
side edged through to the finals.

Georgia will be in Group F
alongside Portugal, Turkey and
the Czech Republic at the Euros
in Germany which begins on
June 14.

Giorgi Mamardashvili saved
Greece's first effort from Anas-
tasios Bakasetas after the hosts
had taken the lead in the
shootout but when Georgia's
Georges Mikautadze missed his
spot kick the Greeks had re-
newed hope.

However, Giakoumakis sent
Greece's fourth penalty past the

post to leave Georgia's

Georgia had the last laugh after a tense shootout against Greece

Kvekveskiri as the hero when he
kept his cool and squeezed his
right-foot kick into the net.

“Some did not believe in us
but now they will believe it. We
are happy. | have never had such
an emotion in my life,” Georgia
talisman Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
told 1TV Sport.

Poland qualify
Poland's Wojciech Szczesny
saved a Daniel James spot kick
as they dashed Wales' hopes
and won a penalty shootout 5-4
to qualify for Euro 2024 as the
last country through from the
playoff finals on Tuesday.

The victory at the Cardiff City

Stadium, after a cagey 90 min-
utes and further deadlock in
extra time, secured Poland a fifth
straight appearance at the conti-
nental tournament.

They will be in Group D with
France, the Netherlands and
Austria at the finals in Germany,
which start in June.

Croatia players celebrate with the trophy after beating Egypt in the final

Croatia beat Egypt to win
friendly tournament in Cairo

Cairo, Egypt - World Cup semi-
finalists Croatia came from a
goal down to defeat hosts Egypt
4-2 and win a friendly tourna-
ment near Cairo on Tuesday.

Croatia fell behind to an early
strike from Egypt defender Rami
Rabia but roared back with goals
from Nikola Vlasic, Bruno
Petkovic, Andrej Kramaric and
Lovro Majer for their second win
after they beat Tunisia on penal-
ties following a 0-O draw on Sat-
urday. Egypt, who defeated New
Zealand 1-O in their opening
match, scored a stoppage-time
consolation through defender
Mohamed Abdul-Moneim.

The four-team tournament is

part of FIFA's new series of
friendly games introduced to
allow teams from different con-
federations to play each other.
Egypt made a strong start and
took a sixth-minute lead when
Rabia side-footed home from six
yards out following a left-wing
cross from Mohamed Hamdi.
Nantes striker Mostafa Mo-
hamed almost doubled Egypt's
lead on 18 minutes but saw his
chip come back off the post fol-
lowing a one-on-one with keeper
Nediljko Labrovic. The miss
proved costly as Croatia then
gained the upper hand, with
Torino forward Vlasic levelling
the score three minutes later.
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Elena Rybakina

Rybakinareaches
semis in Miami

Miami, US - Elena Rybakina sur-
vived a gruelling Miami Open
quarter-final against Maria
Sakkari on Tuesday as the former
Wimbledon champion advanced
to the last four for a second
straight year with a 7-5 6-7(4) 6-
4 victory.

Rybakina, who will meet Vic-
toria Azarenka for a place in the
final, needed nearly three hours
to beat Sakkari. The Greek saved
two match points in the second
set before ultimately succumb-
ing to the fourth seed's over-
whelming serve in the final game
of the third set.

“l have no words because I'm
so tired,” Kazakh Rybakina said.

“It was such a tough battle. |
got a little bit lucky with new
balls, so it was easier to serve it
out...now, | just need to recover.”

Rybakina, the world number
four and 2022 Wimbledon
champion, will need to bring her

best again when she takes on
three-time tournament cham-
pion and former world number
one Azarenka.

The veteran Belarusian player
contended with a near hour-long
stoppage in the first set because
of a power outage to the elec-
tronic line-calling system before
beating Yulia Putintseva 7-6(4)
1-6 6-3 earlier in the day.

Azarenka saved three set
points en route to clinching the
first set tiebreak in the 90-
minute opener before her un-
seeded opponent raised her
game in the second to force a de-
cider.

Azarenka proved too solid
down the stretch, firing an unre-
turnable serve on match point.

“Very happy with today's
win,” the 34-year-old told re-
porters. “It's good to be back in
the later stages of the tourna-
ment, it's what | work for.”

Alcaraz in cruise control

Spaniard eases past Italy’s Musetti to enter Miami Open quarterfinals

Miami, US - Indian Wells cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz kept his
hopes for a Sunshine Double
alive with a 6-3, 6-3 win over
Lorenzo Musetti to reach the
Miami Open quarter-finals for
the third straight year on Tues-
day.

The Spaniard needed less
than 90 minutes to dispatch the
23rd seed from ltaly, pounding
forehands and winning 18 of 22
points when he charged to the
net. Alcaraz broke serve to start
the match and again to grab the
drama-free first set against his
overmatched opponent.

Musetti would finally secure
his first break of the match to get
back on serve trailing 4-3 in the
second set when a suddenly

Without a doubt, this is the best
I've been feeling. I'm feeling great
on the court, I'm moving great
with no injuries because I don’t
think about the ankle anymagge:

CARLOS ALCARAZ

error-prone Alcaraz misfired
with a backhand.

The momentum would be
short-lived, however, with the
tournament’s 2022 champion
breaking back with ease in the
next game and ending the affair
when Musetti's shot landed in
the net on match point.

Musetti's best moment came
in the second set when he hit a
front facing tweener lob over Al-
caraz's head and ended the point

Carlos Alcaraz

with a volley to gasps from the
fans at Hard Rock Stadium.

“Without a doubt, this is the
best I've been feeling,” Alcaraz,
who had struggled with an ankle
injury earlier in the season, said
after winning his ninth consecu-
tive match.

“I'm feeling great on the court,
I'm moving great with no injuries
because | don't think about the
ankle anymore on the court.”

Alcaraz will next face 11th
seed Grigor Dimitrov after the
Bulgarian's career renaissance
continued with a gritty 3-6 6-3 7-
6(3) win over Poland's Hubert
Hurkacz.

Daniil Medvedev took an-
other step towards retaining a
title for the first time in his career
as the Russian third seed beat
Germany's Dominik Koepfer 7-
6(5) 6-0 to make the quarter-fi-
nals.

Medvedev overcame a shaky
start and converted four break
points while dropping serve just
once to secure a spot in the last
eight in Miami where he has yet
to drop a set.

Koepfer was the early aggres-
sor, using a pair of holds at love
to build a 4-3 lead in the first set,
but Medvedev forced a tiebreak
in which he lost the opening four
points before finding his way.

With a frustrated Koepfer
suddenly losing control of his
forehand, Medvedev enjoyed
much smoother passage through
the second set where he broke
twice to build a commanding 4-
0 lead before closing out the
match with a break to love.
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Indulge in irrestible desserts
and then walk a couple of
miles to burn the calories

nJune 2023, the Directorate General

of Health Services of Muscat Gover-

norate, represented by the Depart-

ment of Primary Health Care at the
Ministry of Health (MOH), in coopera-
tion with Oman Breast Cancer Society
and Sultan Qaboos Comprehensive Can-
cer Care and Research Centre had or-
ganised a health symposium on early
detection of breast cancer, to raise
awareness and urge women to perform
the early detection of breast cancer.

The symposium defined breast can-
cer as well as touched upon detection
and prevention methods, treatment, the
psychological and family dimension
caused by the disease to the patient, the
role of healthy food in avoiding the dis-
ease, as well as the importance of
breastfeeding for the child. However, the
stigma associated with breast cancer yet
compels many women to neglect them-
selves causing irreparable damage.

Dr Rajyashree Narayanankutty, an
award-winning Breast and Perianal Dis-
eases Specialist and General Surgeon,
specialising in Breast Cancer diagnosis in
Oman for over 25 years at Barakath Al
Noor clinic, al Khuwayr, has called on all
women to undergo regular screening so
that they can detect irregularities early
and avail of timely treatment.

Is the situation regarding
breast cancer incidence in
Oman a matter of concern?
Certainly, it is alarming and not accept-
able, in spite of the awareness pro-

grammes conducted by various organi-
sations and health institutions. We have
to act from immediate effect - it is ‘the
need of the hour'. Various awareness
programmes have encouraged more
ladies to go for breast checks, and many
have been identified. However, Breast
Cancer Awareness should be continued
throughout the year, and not restricted
to the month of October or World Can-
cer Day (February 4).

What do you think are the
key causes of rising cases in
Oman?

The rise in the incidence of breast can-
cer is all over the world, mainly due to
lifestyle changes, and lack of persistent
awareness, even though there have
been a lot of awareness programmes.
Health has not been a priority for most
people.

15

British Business Forum
iftar meet and ISC, Dec-
cani Wing, iftar

I believe, that
breast cancer
awareness should
be done 365 days
of the year

Dr Rajyashree Narayanankutty

Is it time for concerted efforts
by public-private sector
institutions to tackle this
problem together?

| believe, that breast cancer awareness
should be done 365 days of the year,
with constant reminders by various insti-
tutions, health centres and by health care
workers.

Why are women in Oman
hesitant to undergo periodic
screening?

Health is not in the list of priorities for
most women, and self-care is also not
prevalent. Balancing multitasking and
self-care has been an issue among most

was 2,307.

Cancer incidence in Oman

According to a report - Cancer Incidence in Oman 2019, released by the Min-
istry of Health, Department of Non-Communicable Diseases, Directorate Gen-
eral of Primary Health Care, the total number of all tumours registered in 2019

Of these, 2,089 (90.55%) were among Omanis, 200 (8.67%) were Non-
Omanis and only 18 (0.78%) cases were carcinoma in Situ.

Of the total 2,089, males accounted for 931 cases (44.57%) and females
accounted for 1158 (55.43%) cases. Overall, breast cancer, predominantly fe-
male, was the most common cancer, with the median age at diagnosis being
48.5 years, followed by thyroid cancer and colorectal cancer.

LADY IN PINK
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A peek into tinsel
town in Hollywood
and Bollywood

Despite concerted efforts to
raise awareness every year,
breast cancer remains a key

cause of concern in Oman
as many women prefer to

keep it under wraps until it

is too late. ‘It might be time
for men to take the initiative
to ensure that female mem-
bers of every family undergo

regular screening,’ says
Dr Rajyashree
Narayanankutty, who

specialises in breast cancer

diagnosis in Oman, in an

exclusive chat with
Hubert Vaz

women. Most are shy or in denial or
scared of detecting something abnormal.

Have awareness| screening
camps not reached all areas
in Oman?

Besides existing efforts, we could do
much more awareness campaigns
through schools, colleges, local women's
associations and in institutions that em-
ploy more women staff. There is defi-
nitely more awareness now, than 15
years ago, and more women are being
diagnosed at an early stage. However,
getting women to go for regular screen-
ing has been a challenge.

At what stage do most
women come forward? Why?
Women still wait for symptoms to ap-
pear, and do not go for regular screening.
So by the time the symptoms do appear,
if there is cancer, it is usually identified
as 3rd or 4th stage. Unlike the west, we
do not have National screening pro-
grammes yet for breast cancer, but we
have to definitely thank Oman Cancer
Association, founded by HE Yuther al
Rawahy.

There is round the year screening of
women above 40 by the Mobile Mam-
mogram Van that goes all over Oman,
which has screened more than 25,000
women, so far. Recently with great ef-
forts, OCA has been successful in getting
two more MMUs - in Sohar and Dhofar
regions, so that more women can be
screened.

Also, the Oman Breast Cancer Soci-
ety, headed by Dr Adil Mohammed Al-
jarrah Alajmi, are doing regular breast
cancer awareness programmes.

Is breast cancer still a social
stigma in Oman?

Yes, breast cancer is still a social stigma,
and people would not want to talk about
it. Mainly, since it involves the personal
and sensitive part of womanhood,
women do not want even their own part-
ner to know about any problem in their
breasts, fearing isolation.

What are the key concerns of
women in this regard?

Every women affected by the disease is
worried about the loss of hair due to
chemotherapy and loss of femininity -
which may affect her relationship with
her spouse, the family and friends.
Above all, they are very worried about
not being there for their children, and in
their future.

Is there need to shift the
focus to educating male
members of the family?

| strongly believe that men of the society
or male members in a family should be
educated and given awareness about the
importance of women in the family un-
dergoing regular screening, besides
being counselled on acceptance and
support for an affected female member
diagnosed with breast cancer.

(More details in online edition)
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Umm Ali

Ingredients

5009 puff pastry or plain croissants

1 litre full-fat milk

2 cup sugar

1tbsp ghee

250g cream

Y2 cup toasted nuts (almonds, pistachios) -
coarsely chopped

2 cup raisins

20g desiccated coconut

Method

Use a large baking dish. Preheat the over
to 2002 C. Break half or 3/4 of the amount
of puff pastries and arrange it in layers.
(You can also use plain croissants). Add in
the nuts. Over medium-high heat, stir the
milk and sugar in a medium saucepan until
the sugar dissolves and the milk boils. Pour
the sweetened boiling milk over the pas-
tries and add the reserved amount of pas-
tries on top of the milk-soaked pastries to
create an extra crunchy layer. Add the
ghee and the cream on the top, then place
the dish under the oven’s broiler until it
starts bubbling around the edges and be-
comes golden brown - not more than 10
minutes. Remove and cool. Garnish with
more nuts and coconut shreds. You can
serve it warm, as well.

RAMADAN DESSERTS

heat days

For the sweet tooth, Ramadan offers irresistible
desserts from around the world. Go indulge,
enjoy cheat days, and then run a few miles to
get rid of the extra calories

Kunafa

Ingredients

450g shredded phyllo dough
450g ricotta cheese

1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
/4 cup white sugar

3509 unsalted butter

For the syrup

1 cup white sugar

2 cup water

1tsp lemon juice

/4tsp rose water

Method

Preheat the oven to 2002 C. Finely chop
frozen, shredded phyllo dough using a food
processor until the strands are about the size
of a grain of rice. Pour into a large mixing
bowl. Mix together ricotta, mozzarella, and
sugar in a separate bowl. Place butter in a
large, microwave-safe liquid measuring cup
or bowl with a spout. Heat in microwave until
completely melted, and let it sit for several
minutes until a thick white foam has formed
on top. Clarify butter by using a spoon to
skim off the foam. Carefully pour butter into
the bowl! of phyllo dough. Avoid pouring in
the white milk solids at the bottom of the
clarified butter.

Use your hands to mix butter and dough
together. Make sure butter is absorbed by
taking handfuls of the dough and rubbing it
between your palms. Evenly spread buttered
phyllo dough into a pan and firmly press it
into the bottom and edges. Spread cheese
mixture onto the dough, avoiding the edges
of the pan.

Bake in the preheated oven until the
cheese is slightly golden and the edges of
dough are brown and bubbly, 30 to 35
minutes.

While the kunafa is baking, prepare the
syrup by combining 1 cup sugar and water in
a small saucepan. Bring the mixture to a boil
over medium-high heat. Reduce the heat to
medium and stir in lemon juice. Simmer, stir-
ring constantly, until the sugar is dissolved
and the mixture is thickened, 5 to 7 minutes.
Be careful not to let the mixture turn golden
and caramelize. Remove from heat and add
rose water; set aside.

Remove the kunafa from the oven. Place
a large platter or baking sheet over the bak-
ing dish. Using oven mitts, carefully invert
the baking dish onto the platter so phyllo is
on top. Pour syrup over kanafa. Cut into
pieces and serve while hot.

Mamoul Date
Cookies

Ingredients

33 cups fine semolina
2 cup all-purpose flour
2tbsp sugar

atsp salt

2tsp active dry yeast

1 cup ghee

2 cup lukewarm water
1/3 cup whole milk

For the filling
3 cups pitted, softened dates
2tbsp oil

1tsp ground cardamom
1tsp orange blossom water
Powdered sugar - for dusting

Method

Blend dates together in a food processor with spices
and Ttbsp oil until smooth. Add orange blossom
water. Roll 1tbsp each date mixture into 24 small
balls. In a small bowl, mix yeast in water and allow to
stand for 3 minutes. In a stand mixer with paddle at-
tachment, mix together semolina, flour, salt, sugar
and butter. Add the yeast, water and milk to the
bowl and mix until dough forms. Allow dough to rest
for 1 hour.

Preheat oven to 2002 C. Using moulds, press
dough into the center, place a date ball in the centre
of the dough, place a second smaller piece of dough
over the top of the date and cover the filling neatly.
Tap the mould until the dough releases. Place on
parchment lined baking sheet and bake for 15 min-
utes, or until golden brown. Dust with sugar.
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AT YOUR DAILY
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() / Deadlines are deadlines, and there is no getting away
N

from your responsibility to meet them. So if you're not
feeling really great about your chances of getting things
done on time, then you need to reach out for some assis-
tance as soon as your doubts start emerging. Do not
worry about how that will look to others.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
v % Someone you know and love may be feeling especially
e sensitive today, and it will be easier for you to hurt their
feelings than you realize. So it's time for you to walk on
eggshells. While this doesn't exactly sound like fun for
you, it's necessary. This person you need to consider is
not secure about who they are or what they are doing.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

(@8 )
The British Business Forum organised an iftar meet for its members on Sunday {m You will be at the top of your game today! You'll come up
JIARN with the perfect answer at the perfect time. You'll toss

out the sassiest comeback to a flirtatious comment. You'll
be in the right place at the right time. In short, everything
you need will be at the tip of your tongue or your finger-
tips. This will naturally put you in a great mood.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

You might get backed into a corner by a boss or coworker
today, but don't panic. When you panic, you start to make
unwise decisions, and your tendency to exaggerate grows.
So if someone asks for something you haven't done yet,
don't run around like a chicken with its head cut off throw-
ing things together. Ask for the time you need and get
things done correctly.

Photos: V K Shafeer

— LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

| ft a r a -t R u W i C | O C |< TO v\/ e r {Tﬁ Your naturally warm personality is going to melt any icy
- e personalities you encounter today, so it's going to be a

very social day whether you had planned on it or not.

From small talk with the stranger standing in line behind

you to a surprisingly in-depth conversation with a

coworker you never get a chance to talk to, this day offers
enriching exchanges that will make you interact.

o VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
{ The warmth you feel from friends will keep you in a fab-
A\ ulous mood today. You are gaining a whole new level of
appreciation for the value that your friendships bring to
your life, and today will offer you a few opportunities to
show it. Now is the time to splurge on a gift for a friend's
birthday, especially since they never hold back when it
comes to you.
Indian Social Club, Deccani Wing, organised a public iftar at the Ruwi Clock Tower last Friday
LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
_jﬁ You should get in touch with your flexibility at the start
of the day. It will come in handy as you are faced with lots
of unexpected barriers. Some of your plans may have to
be cancelled altogether in order to make way for a bigger
opportunity. Romantic goals are going to be blown away
when you overhear a comment that forces you to reeval-
uate everything you thought you wanted in a partner.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Has your push for success gone into overdrive? It's all well
and good to be aggressive about your goals, but you have
to be mindful of the fact that not everyone has the level of
stamina that you have. Just because you want something

B LE badly does not mean that everyone is eager to help you
OGG R DO Y O[ SUDOI\U ° TRIVIA OUIZ - FOR TEENS get it. Your personal desires are not something everyone

LEVEL EASY: can relate to.
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and 1. Which is not a way of cooking eggs?
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and only one A. Scrambling PN SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
instance of each number B. Poaching ;;!4‘»' There is an exciting surprise coming your way today, and
/
C. Toasting l(& it's going to push a few of your carefully made plans off
3|9 2 8 D. Frying the track, but you've been hoping for more spontaneous
energy in your life, so this will be a very good thing. You'll
' _ 613 5 2. From which tree is cork obtained? be delighted by the unexpected developments, and you'll
Ef;tr:ifa?ﬁeg'llﬁgfﬁeﬁt‘t’g;w'.trmz A. Acorn be happy to be flexible. You can accommodate whatever
objective is to form words by 5 6 B. Beech has to happen.
linking adjacent letters - to the left, C. Willow oak
ight, on top, bottom, or di |
{oeach other. The Bogles Classic 7 D. Cork oak CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words You finally have a chance at something that will change
are valued at one point for each 4 8 6 3 2 o % Y g ) g
letter in excess of two letters. A how your future plays out, and the great news is that all

three letter word is worth one 3 you have to do is greet it with open arms. It could come

f°'”t' a four letter word is worth in the form of a new person, and old friend, or even an ac-

wo points, and so on. Valid words . . .

must be at least three letters long. 8|7 3 cident. The key is that you have to stay open-minded.
Don't be afraid. You need to move forward firmly.

Solution 20-25 words: 1 5

Excellent, 15-20 words: Very AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

good, 10-15 words: Good, %

4 j}{ Your routine used to feel boring, but it is calming to you
'\ right now, and you're not going to mind not being at the
heart of everything. You'll be ready to welcome a new

5-10 words: Average 3 2 1

3. What does this symbol stand for? challenge soon enough, but right now the tried and true
A. Send feels too good to stop. It helps that all of the obstacles in
WORD BUILDER & vlLf8jlec]|o 6|1€]S B. Save your life are minor ones now.
2 |elz]|s]els|v]|z|o]L C. Play
2 zlelols|elr|v]|z]se D. Power PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
You have three minutes to find all < (lolvlilzlslelsle ;-(,‘As, s Positive reinforcement is headed your way in the form of
the words contained in this word. %) elclzlelzlolslt v laughter and applause. Today, you will be the star in
5 sleltlvlelslzlizlo as someone's life whether you know it or not! When you're
Rules: Words should be at least 3 slzlelslelel 1oz ace in a social situation this afternoon or evening, you should
four letters long, proper nouns o Ol step on to center stage and give your best performance.
and duplicates don't count g s|vijejcftlelolele Siomsuy Someone is looking for you to be their inspiration, so don't
w L]sjcjofvfelsjele disappoint them.
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REVEALS CANCER
DIAGNOSIS

Kate Middleton has finally broken her silence and re-
vealed that she is battling cancer. Following height-
ened media scrutiny and a flurry of conspiracy
theories over her health and whereabouts after not
being seen since the end of last year and a January
statement from the Palace saying that the Princess
was recovering from a planned abdominal surgery.
The Princess revealed the shocking news herselfin a
video message.

to host first
hope gala in London

Actor, producer and entrepreneur Alia Bhatt is all set
to host her first Hope Gala in London. As per a source
close to the actress' team, Alia will host Hope Gala
on March 28 in partnership with the Mandarin Ori-
ental hotel group at the Mandarin

Oriental Hyde Park, London.

This is in support of Alia's

chosen charity Salaam

Bombay which is fo-

cused on engaging Mum-

bai's most vulnerable

‘at-risk’ children

through in-school

programmes

(leadership and

advocacy) and

after-school

academies (skill building)

that help build their confi-

dence, self-esteem and com-

mit them to stay in school.

Comedy

Kareena
Kapoor Khan,
Kriti Sanon,
Tabu

Hindi

CREW

Follows three hard-working women as
their destinies lead to some unwarranted
situations and end up caught in a web of lies.

Bollywood glitterati celebrated Holi with renewed enthusiasm this
year, after a lull in the usual celebrations over the past few years
following the pandemic.

RON HARPER
PASSES AWAY,
AGED 91

The American actor, who starred in Planet
Of The Apes and Land Of The Lost, died of
natural causes at his Los Angeles home on
Thursday, his daughter Nicole Longeuay,

told Hollywood Reporter. His notable career
spanned decades, serving in the US Navy
before returning to New York City to serve

as Paul Newman's understudy in Sweet Bird
of Youth on Broadway.

He then moved to Los Angeles later on to
pursue a career in television, getting his foot
in the door with a 1960 role in NBC's Tales
of Wells Fargo before booking spots in
shows such as Wagon Train, Shotgun Slade
and 87th Precinct, in which he played Det.
Bert Kling on multiple episodes.

may lead new
‘Jurassic World'

movie

Scarlett Johansson is taking a bite out of a new
blockbuster. The actor is in

talks to join Universal's

new Jurassic World

movie. Universal

is

moving quickly on the
film, which has a July
2, 2025, release date.
Gareth Edwards is direct-

ing the new Juras-
sic World,

which has a
script  from
Jurassic Park
scribe David
Koepp. The
film returns
Johansson
to the
world  of
fran-
chises.
She had
starred

as Black
Widow

in a num-
ber of Mar-

vel Studios
movies, includ-
ing the Avengers

features.

ROLLER-COASTER

BOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW:

Genre: Comedy Starring: Avinash Tiwary, Pratik Gandhi, Divyendu Sharma

adgaon Express

is a 2024 Hindi-

language comedy

film written and

directed by actor Kunal Khemu in

his directorial debut and pro-

duced by Farhan Akhtar and

Ritesh Sidhwani under the ban-
ner of Excel Entertainment.

The film stars (oops!) features

‘award winning’ actors like

Avinash Tiwary, Pratik Gandhi,
Divyendu Sharma, who have
been seen in popular films here,
though they lack sheer star value,
Marathi actors Upendra Limaye
and Chhaya Kadam, and Kunal
Kemu's lucky charm) Nora
Fatehi who he had been fantasis-
ing about as the 'heroine of his
debut film’ for quite some time.
If you've seen Dil Chahta Hain

(2001) and ten vyears later
Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (2011),
you've seen it all - the roller-
coaster of three friends catching
up on old promises - besides
more buffoonery, like the
Fukrey's and the Pyar ka Panch-
namas'. Madgaon Express is yet
another example of old wine in
new skins - but enjoy it for its
new humour and treatment, to

de-stress yourself.

The story, much like most
‘Goa plans' begins in the '90s,
when Dhanush (Divyenndu),
Ayush (Avinash Tiwary) and
Pratik (Pratik Gandhi) dream of a
Goa vacation with beaches and
‘bikini babes’ as three outspoken,
overzealous school-going losers.

The three remain lifelong
friends, but not all of them follow
rewarding careers. While Ayush
and Pratik move abroad for big
bucks, Dhanush aka Dodo grows
up in penury. Years later, a ran-
dom plan brings the three to-
gether in Mumbai, for one last
attempt at doing that unfulfilled
Goa trip. A bag gets exchanged
aboard a filthy train and all hell

breaks loose in Goa, teeming
with drug gangs, et al.

The plot is basic and an exten-
sion of the several loose roles
Khemu himself has been playing
in several masala flicks over the
years. It's like, he wanted to
stand aside and view all the on-
set fun from a different perspec-
tive as ‘director’. If the likes of
Prabhu Deva and Remo can be
directors overnight, why can't
our little Khemu, who always
charmed audiences with his cute
screen appeal? .

After all, this is more than an
ABCDEFG, though akin to Farhan
Akhtars preceding flicks.
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