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SUNDAY

50 GOLDEN YEARS50 GOLDEN YEARS

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of condolences to President  
Joko Widodo of Indonesia on the victims of the 
earthquake, which hit the  Indonesian island of 
Sulawesi. In his cable, His Majesty the Sultan  
expressed his sincere condolences and 
sympathy to the president, his country’s 
people and the deceased families, wishing 
the injured persons speedy recovery.  -ONA
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Research to make 
medicines capable of fi ghting 
COVID-19, from frankincense 
trees in Oman, is being jointly un-
dertaken by the University of Ni-
zwa and the University of Oxford.

The project is looking to iso-
late certain key compounds from 
frankincense – known for its heal-
ing properties – and to use them to 
make antibiotics. 

The resin contains large num-
bers of naturally-occurring chemi-
cals that could be used to inhibit 
the ability of the COVID-19 virus 
to infect people.

Anti-infl ammatory
“We realised that the properties 
of these compounds being anti-
infl ammatory can be very benefi -
cial, because we could use these to 
inhibit the m-protease protein in 
the COVID virus,” explained Dr 
Ahmed Sulaiman Al Harrasi, the 
Vice Chancellor for Research and 

Graduate Studies at the University 
of Nizwa. “This protein is present 
in the spike protein of the virus, 
which is used to enter the host 
cells, such as the lungs, in the case 
of humans.

“We ran models of the m-pro-
tease, in which we treated this 
with our active drugs,” he added. 
“We could see a very strong bind-

ing between the two, which means 
the inhibition of the virus by these 
compounds could be very strong.”

The project is led by Dr Al Har-
rasi, who also serves as the Chair 
of the Natural and Medical Sci-
ences Research Centre, which he 
helped found, and is conducting 
this research, and Dr Christopher 
Schofi eld, the Head of Organic 

Chemistry at Oxford.  
“It starts with the isolation 

of active ingredients from the 
frankincense resin,” explained Al 
Harrasi. 

“It then has to go through sev-
eral procedures conducted here. 
Some of these are self-developed 
methodologies and protocols that 
helped us isolate these bio-active 

components, purify them, and 
then characterize them.

“We came to know their struc-
ture through diff erent spectro-
scopic techniques such as nuclear 
resonance, X-rays and mass spec-
trometry,” he added. 

“Various techniques are used 
to identify and elucidate the 
structure of those components 

used to make drugs isolated from 
frankincense.”

The resin was chosen for this 
research as it contains a high num-
ber of boswellic acids, which are 
known to be excellent anti-infl am-
matory components, which have 
been used to treat ailments such 
as diabetes, cancer, joint pain and 
Crohn’s disease. >A5
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Oman among first to 
get vaccine: Saidi

1
Oman was among the fi rst 
countries to obtain the 
COVID-19 vaccine, said the 

Minister of Health.  >A2

WORLD
UK to close all travel 
corridors: Johnson 

2
The PM of Britain has 
announced the closure of 
all travel corridors to the 

country from Monday. >A6

MARKET
Bank Muscat net profit 
at OMR163.36mn

3
Bank Muscat, the leading 
fi nancial services institution 
in the Sultanate, announced 

its preliminary unaudited results 
for the year ended December 31, 
2020. >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

A2Royal Opera House 
Muscat to reopen

Times News Service

MUSCAT: People in Oman who 
have been vaccinated with the 
fi rst dose of the Pfi zer COVID-19 
vaccine will begin receiving their 
follow-up shot from today, the 
Ministry of Health has said.

This is a continuation of the fi rst 
phase of the country’s national im-
munisation campaign. In keeping 
with the previous rounds of vacci-
nation, these follow-up shots will 
be given to frontline healthcare 
workers, the elderly, and those suf-
fering chronic diseases.

As of Friday, 24,204 people were 
vaccinated with the fi rst dose of the 
jab. The fi rst phase of the national 
campaign witnessed a remarkable 
turnout by people from the target 
groups, thus achieving the desired 
coverage rate as planned.

This is due to the great eff orts 
made by the relevant authorities 
at the central level and across the 
various governorates to overcome 
challenges at the level of fi eld plan-
ning and implementation. This was 
also possible due to the high levels 

of community awareness over the 
importance of the vaccine. The 
rollout of the vaccination proves it 
is possible to educate individuals 
and groups of people over their re-
sponsibility towards receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine, which will help 
counter the coronavirus pandemic.

The Ministry of Health will con-
tinue with the fi rst phase of vacci-
nations, even after the second dose 
is administered to those who have 
already been vaccinated, until all 
the members of the selected target 
groups have been inoculated. Regu-
lar updates over subsequent target 
groups will be broadcast through 
media outlets and online channels.

“Vaccines have been distrib-
uted to all governorates, along 
with a clear mechanism for their 
distribution,” said Dr Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Saidi, the Minister 
of Health, at a recent press confer-
ence of the Supreme Committee 
to deal with COVID-19. “Although 
the Pfi zer vaccine poses logisti-
cal challenges in terms of storage, 
Oman does have the capability to 
handle them and distribute them 

to the various governorates.”
He added that “The Ministry of 

Health booked 370,000 doses of 
the Pfi zer vaccine, which will ar-
rive in batches. We will also rely 
on the supply of the vaccine made 
by Oxford-AstraZeneca, and take 
care of its safe arrival and effi  cient 
distribution.”

Tracking bracelets
Al Saidi was disappointed to see 
people returning to the coun-
try throwing away their tracking 
bracelets, and said that strict pen-
alties will be issued to those who 
don’t return them.

In the context of allowing univer-
sity students to return to campuses, 
he added, “We have not received 
any requests from the Ministry of 
Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation for the return of univer-
sity and college students.”

Large-scale gatherings are still 
not allowed until people in the 
country can display consistent 
commitment towards adopting 
the precautions to minimise the 
spread of COVID-19. >A2

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Some students of 
classes one, four, fi ve, nine and 
11 will return to classes from to-
day and adopt a blended model 
of learning, with schools taking 
a number of precautions to pre-
vent them from being infected by 
COVID-19.

This development comes after a 
decision taken by the Ministry of 
Education, as part of a gradual pro-
cess of bringing school-going stu-
dents back to classrooms. This will 
be expanded to other grades, after 
considering the epidemiological 
situation in the country, as per dis-
cussions with the Supreme Com-
mittee to deal with the COVID-19.

“We would like to assure eve-

ryone that not all students will go 
back to schools this coming Sun-
day,” said Dr Abdullah Ambu-
saidi, the Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Education. “There 
will be a gradual return during 
the next week and over time, so 
that this can happen in a safe and 
easy manner.”

Adding that the vaccine will 
also be provided to people work-
ing in schools, he explained, 
“There are other possible consid-
erations to look at, upon which 
the decision will be made to ei-
ther fully return to schools for 
the second semester, or continue 
with blended education. Should 
the pandemic continue to exist, 
the conceived scenario is to stick 
to blended learning,” Ambusaidi 

went on to say. “Face to face in-
structions will be held diff erently 
during the second semester of the 
academic year, in keeping with 
the epidemiological situation.”

Transportation
To prepare for students return-
ing to schools, the buses that take 
them there have also been fi tted 
with the precautionary measures 
required to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

“School buses are available, and 
the Ministry of Education has 
readied itself for this step for a 
long time,” said Dr Ali Al Jahwari, 
Director General of the General 
Directorate of Education in the 
Governorate of Muscat. “Bus con-
tracts were signed last Novem-

ber, with operations planned for 
schools also taking into account 
the sizes of buses.

“The ministry has requested 
that the seating capacity of each 
bus should not exceed 50 per cent 
of its seats. Temperature measur-
ing devices and sterilisers shall be 
provided for each bus,” he added. 
“It is important that the school ad-
ministrators meet with bus drivers 
to remind them of the healthcare 
and preventive measures.”

So that students can continue 
learning as part of the blended 
learning system, the ministry has 
provided tablets and laptops to 
those who require them, while 
centralising the curricula through 
a platform that is easy to use and 
access. >A2

M I N I S T R Y  O F  H E A L T H

B L E N D E D   L E A R N I N G

Second round of COVID vaccine 

to be distributed from today

Partial return of students to schools

RESEARCH PROJECT HOPES TO PRODUCE 
COVID MEDICINE FROM FRANKINCENSE

The project is led by Dr Ahmed Al Harrasi (top right), who also serves as the Chair of the Natural and Medical Sciences Research Centre
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Dhuhr ............................................12.22pm

Asr .....................................................3:27pm

Maghrib ........................................5:48pm

Isha...................................................7:02pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 5.32am

Oman among first few countries to 
get COVID-19 vaccine, says Al Saidi

MUSCAT: Dr. Ahmed Moham-
med Al Saidi, Minister of Health, 
member of the Supreme Commit-
tee tasked with tackling develop-
ments resulting from coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, has re-
affi  rmed that the Sultanate was 
among the fi rst countries to obtain 
the COVID-19 vaccine in a set of 
42 countries around the world 
(that applied for the drug).

Dr. Ahmed pointed out that the 
Sultanate’s access to the vaccine 
came as a result of the support of 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin 
Tarik to the national anti-COV-
ID-19 immunisation campaign 
and his determination that the 
Sultanate be among the leading 
countries in receiving the vaccine.

The minister made the state-
ment during the 21st press confer-
ence of the Supreme Committee, 
held at the Ministry of Education 
on Thursday.

Dr. Ahmed reiterated the that 
Sultanate will not accept any 
vaccine except after checking 
its validity for safe use. He de-
scribed reservation among some 
people to take the drug as “legiti-

mate hesitation”, noting that this 
stance “is scientifi cally justifi a-
ble, but associated with rumours 
or misinformation”.

As many as 22,749 people re-
ceived the vaccine during the fi rst 
phase of the national immuniza-
tion campaign against COVID-19, 
said the minister, noting that im-
munisation has now covered 82 
percent of the target segments. He 
added that side-eff ects are expect-
ed, simple and normal and that no 
serious side-eff ects have been reg-
istered so far from anti-COVID-19 
vaccine recipients.

The minister explained that the 
vaccination gives extra protec-
tion from the disease, but no sci-
entifi cally evidence supports the 
idea that the recipient cannot not 
transfer the virus.

Within the fi rst quarter of this 
year, the Sultanate will receive 
about 8 to 10 vaccines, said the 
minister, stressing that no vaccine 
will be used in the Sultanate before 
getting full information about it 
and provided that the drug is reg-
istered in the country of origin and 
safe to use.

“Until yesterday, a total of 
27,300 doses of vaccine arrived 
in the Sultanate, of them 22,749 
have been used so far,” said the 
minister, noting that a clear-cut 
mechanism is being implemented 
to distribute the vaccine in all 
governorates of the Sultanate and 
that Oman booked 370,000 does of 
Pfi zer-BioNtech, which will arrive 
in batches.

Speaking about the opening 
of mosques, Dr. Ahmed said that 

there is ongoing coordination 
with the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Religious Aff airs and that con-
gregation without distancing is 
banned as a precautionary meas-
ure, as of now.

Meanwhile, Dr. Abdullah 
Khamis Ambusaidi, Education 
Under-Secretary at the Ministry 
of Education, said that the deci-
sion to gradually resume applying 
the blended learning system will 
be assessed in accordance with the 
epidemiological situation.

Ambusaidi pointed out that 
the gradual resumption of school 
operation came in response to a 
number of justifi cations, the most 
important of which is the positive 
outcome of implementation of 
the Schools Health Protocol and 
the need to further empower First 

Cycle pupils in basic skills, such as 
reading, writing, arithmetic and 
new syllabi.

In his turn, Dr. Ali Humaid Al-
Jahwari, Director-General of Ed-
ucation in Muscat Governorate, 
said that students who will apply 
online and blended-learning next 
week will be taught subjects of 
‘individual development’ through 
electronic platforms. He urged all 
to use educational portals to ac-
cess home works and interactive 
activities.

Educational platforms
Echoing a similar opinion, Faisal 
Ali Al-Busaidi, Assistant Director-
General of Information Technol-
ogy at the Ministry of Education, 
said that educational platforms are 
synchronised to blended learning 
within the parameters of the cur-
rent app. Students will be required 
to log in to these platforms to get 

access to homework and interac-
tive activities.

Dr. Amal Al-Ma’ani, Health 
Ministry’s Director of the Infec-
tion Control Department, said that 
COVID-19 is a lingering, resurgent 
disease and that research is ongo-
ing to detect any of its mutations. 

The new strains have not 
changed its intensity, but the wor-
rying aspect is rate of reproduction 
of new variants, which are higher 
by 0.4 to 0.8 over the old species 
and that the rate of immunity in 
the Sultanate ranges between 20 
percent  to 25 percent, according 
to the recent serological survey.

Dr. Amal reaffi  rmed that the 
Sultanate is committed to giving 
two doses of the vaccine to each 
person to augment its validity. She 
pointed out that, though statistics 
in the Sultanate are reassuring, the 
virus is still actively spreading in 
society.  -ONA
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PRESS MEET: Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Al Saidi, Minister of Health, addressed the 21st press conference 

of the Supreme Committee, at the Ministry of Education on Thursday. – ONA

ROHM to reopen for 

public from today

S T R I C T  G U I D E L I N E S

SAFETY TOP PRIORITY: The ROHM has prioritised the health 

and well-being of visitors and staff , with a strategic approach 

to safeguarding these in every part of the building following 

guidance from the COVID-19 Supreme Committee. – ONA

MUSCAT: The Royal Opera 
House Muscat (ROHM) will 
reopen its doors to the public 
starting from today, 17 January.

Visitors can once again enjoy 
the magnifi cent opera house 
building and experience the in-
spiration of this splendid insti-
tution through special guided 
tours.

 The Royal Opera House Mus-
cat has prioritised the health 
and well-being of visitors and 
staff , with a strategic approach 
to safeguarding these in every 
part of the building following 

guidance from the COVID-19 
Supreme Committee. 

Under the enhanced health 
and safety protocols for every-
one entering the building ,  their 
temperatures will be checked at 
the entrance. They will have to 
fi ll a form for communication, 
and the guided tours should 
not exceed over 10 people while 
maintaining social distancing 
during the tours. All the visi-
tors will have to follow a one-
way system  and maintain a safe 
distance, with the help of fl oor 
stickers.  -ONA

Education
“Indicators show signifi cant use 
of this platform by students and 
teachers alike,” said Faisal bin Ali 
Al Busaidi, the assistant general 
manager of IT at the Ministry of 
Education.
 “We made adjustments to the 
platform based on our fi eld obser-
vations. There were three periodic 
surveys carried out by the minis-
try, to monitor the use of this plat-
form by teachers and students.”

At the start of 2020, there were 
more than 600,000 students at-
tending 1,163 public schools in 
the country, according to the Sta-
tistical Yearbook released by the 
National Centre for Statistics and 
Information. These schools con-
tained upward of 22,500 class-
rooms, and nearly 57,000 teachers.

S C H O O L S
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Vaccines
In this context, Al Saidi said, 
“There is close coordination be-
tween the Ministry of Endow-
ments and Religious Aff airs and 
the Supreme Committee.”

“There is reluctance among 
some people over receiving the 
vaccine, but this is based on mis-
information and rumours,” ex-
plained the minister, while thank-
ing everyone who’d so far received 
the vaccine, for their cooperation. 
“I have received the fi rst dose of 
the vaccine and have not experi-
enced any side eff ects. These side 
eff ects are simple – no serious ef-
fects have been recorded.”

S U P R E M E  C O M M I T T E E
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MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

 O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

74,761 REACH

MOST WATCHED VIDEO ON FACEBOOK

MOST VIEWED VIDEO ON INSTAGRAM

Strawberry 
Ice Cream Day 
video

The Strawberry Ice Cream Day video 
got 4,200 views and reached 11,100 
people on Facebook.

Supreme
Committee’s 
press conference 
video

The Supreme Committee’s press 
conference video had 1,492 views 
and got 84 likes on Instagram.

Story on Duqm as 
a destination for 
migratory birds

A story on Duqm as a destination for migratory birds got 
7,053 engagements and reached 74,761 people on Facebook.

4,200 VIEWS

1,492 VIEWS

Indian school students stuck back home can take board exams
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Students attending 
Indian schools in Oman who have 
been forced to go back home be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic 
can still give their class X and XII 
board exams in India. 

“Let us say, there is a student 
whose father and mother have 
been terminated from the job here, 
and have been forced to go back to 
Gujarat, for example,” said an offi  -
cial from the Indian school system 
in Oman. 

“They can go to the nearest 
CBSE school and inform them of 
the circumstances as to why they 
had to leave Oman, and put in a re-
quest for them to write their board 
exam at that school.

“The school will then write to 
the CBSE headquarters and seek 
permission for this candidate, and 
during these exceptional circum-
stances, they will defi nitely pro-
vide them the means to write the 
exam,” he added. “Otherwise, the 
student would have to take admis-
sion in class X or XII all over again, 

and it would be very diffi  cult to 
provide that at a time like this.

“CBSE should provide permis-
sion, but in case they don’t, the par-
ent can always reach out to us and 
we will approach those concerned 
on their behalf,” he went on to 
say. “The exam, however, must be 
given in person. There is no online 
provision available for the X or XII 
board examinations.”

Written board exams for Indian 

schools in Oman are scheduled to 
be conducted in May and June, 
and a long list of protocols stu-
dents are required to follow has 
been issued to them.

Students need to “wear a mask 
when they come to school and 
maintain social distancing,” said 
Indian School Muscat, the largest 
of the Indian community schools, 
in a circular sent to students and 
parents. “They can carry their 

own stationery and bottle of 
drinking water. Sharing of sta-
tionery materials and drinking 
water are not allowed.”

Only one entrance will be kept 
open for students to arrive at and 
leave the school, with parents not 
allowed onto the premises owing 
to the pandemic.

Parents have been requested to 
not make their students wait for 
too long after their exam for the 

day has ended, and must not send 
their children to school if they feel 
unwell. Their class teachers must 
be informed under such circum-
stances.

“Students should read the seat-
ing plan sent to them,” said the cir-
cular. They must “then go straight 
to the exam room and sit at their al-
lotted place. They should not go an-
ywhere else on the school campus.”

Hand sanitisers will be made 

available for students, but they are 
also encouraged to bring their own. 
Those who use the toilet must fol-
low hygiene protocols and main-
tain social distancing. Assembling 
in groups before and after the 
exam is discouraged, as is using the 
banisters in school while climbing 
up and down fl ights of stairs.

“No mobile phone should be 
brought to school on these days,” 
said ISM in the circular. “School 
phones can be used during an 
emergency. If students feel unwell, 
they should report immediately 
to the teacher in the class or the 
school nurse.”

Students appearing for the class 
X and XII board exams must sub-
mit an undertaking signed by their 
parents, confi rming they will fol-
low the safety guidelines issued, 
and not risk the health of others 
by staying at home, should they fall 
ill or display the symptoms of the 
coronavirus.

Children who are under quaran-
tine, however, do not need to come 
to school, and can let the school 
authorities know accordingly.

C L A S S  X  A N D  X I I  B O A R D S
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DO YOU KNOW what is common 
between a trampoline, a popsicle, 
a swim flipper and Braille? All 
of these were invented by chil-
dren. To commemorate the cre-
ativity and ingenuity of children 
around the world, January 17th 
is celebrated worldwide as Kid 
Inventors’ Day. 

This day is marked to encour-
age children to think outside the 
box, explore their creativity and 
invent something new.  It also 
commemorates the birthday of 
one of the earliest known kid in-
ventors, Benjamin Franklin who 
invented swim fl ippers at the age 
of twelve.You will be surprised 
to know that there are several 
other things apart from the ones 
mentioned above that have been 
invented by children.

One of the most notable inven-

tions by a child is Braille language 
for the blind. Louis Braille lost his 
vision in a tragic accident at the 
age 3. For years he struggled to 
trace his fi nger over raised letters 
and had a lot of diffi  culty with it. 
When he was twelve, he learned of 
a method of silent communication 
used by the French military. He 
simplifi ed that process, and sud-
denly he was able to read a whole 
lot easier. Today, Braille is used by 
the blind community worldwide.    

Eleven-year-old Frank Epper-
son invented popsicles. One win-
ter when Frank decided to mix 
a frozen concoction containing 
soda water powder and water he 
accidentally left the drink outside 
overnight, with the stirring stick 
in the glass. The mixture froze and 
the fi rst popsicle was invented. It 
was originally known as Eppsicle 

but later was changed to popsicle.
George Nissen invented the 

trampoline in 1930 at the age of 
16. He came up with the idea after 
seeing trapeze artists drop into 
a net. So he began working in his 
parent’s garage and trampoline 
was discovered.

Albert Sadacca is known to 
have invented Christmas  lights. 
Earlier candles were used to deco-
rate Christmas trees. It was Albert 
who  invented a version of electric 
lights. He used his parents’ nov-
elty lighting company to produce 
them in 1925.

Earmuff s were discovered by  
Chester Greenwood when he was 
just 15 years old. He found that 
wrapping a scarf around his head 
didn’t help much, so he decided to 
fi nd a better solution. Greenwood 
designed a wire frame and had his 

grandmother to sew beaver skins 
to it–thereby making the fi rst pair 
of earmuff s. He ended up patent-
ing the invention at the age of 19 
and even selling them to soldiers 
during the fi rst World War.

While following coverage of the 
Ebola scare of 2014, 9  year old 
Mark Leschinsky of  New Jersey 
saw a problem in the way hazmat 
suits were designed, realising that 
“900 healthcare workers got in-
fected despite wearing conven-
tional suits.” 

So Mark invented a Self-Disin-
fecting Hazmat Suit designed to 
keep workers safe when treating 
patients. The suit has three layers, 
an impenetrable inner layer, a cen-
tre layer with pockets fi lled with 
disinfecting solution, and an exter-
nal perforated layer that lets the so-
lution out to kill viruses on the suit. 

K I D  I N V E N T O R S ’  D A Y
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70 medicinal plants studied

“Some of these are about to reach 
pharmacy shelves as real drugs,” 
added Al Harrasi, who added that 
the next step of this research will 
involve testing the quality and 
strength of the compounds isolat-
ed from frankincense. “Oxford’s 
labs, in this regard, are one of the 
best established facilities in the 
world.

“There are other plants that 
contain various alkaloids – some 
of these are very similar to chlo-
roquine, one of the drugs used to 
treat COVID-19,” he explained. 
“At some stage, this drug was 
withdrawn and then brought 
back. The advantages of the al-
kaloids we have isolated is that 
they are naturally occurring, their 
structures are fascinating, and 
they are very promising.

“We are testing them with our 

colleagues at Oxford,” he went 
on to say. “One of these potential 
plants is haplophyllum tubercula-
tum, a very well-known plant for 
traditional medicine in Oman. We 
have a bank of more than 1,000 
compounds – some of them are 
isolated from diff erent plants of 
Oman, while others are syntheti-
cally modifi ed by us.

“We have studied more than 
70 medicinal plants of Oman,” 
Al Harrasi said. “The NMSRC is 
also working on various other ac-
tivities – marine species, micro-
organisms, bacteria, fungi, bio-
medical research, anti-venoms, 
anti-diabetes and anti-cancer 
research. We have fi nished phase 
one here, and now we are in phase 
two. Phase three remains.

“If things go well, maybe in a 
year’s time, we will execute the 

project with regard to the 20 
active components regarding 
COVID-19 and the m-protease 
enzyme,” he revealed. “We have 
12 research labs, and we have 
managed to establish a large net-
work of active collaborators, and 
have large numbers of specialised 
equipment. Collaboration for re-
search projects such as this one 
has been established with diff er-
ent stakeholders including the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Water Resources, Ministry 
of Health, Oman Botanic Gar-
den, the Offi  ce for the Conver-
sation of Environment, Sultan 
Qaboos University, Ministry of 
Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation, and several others.” 
Internationally, the university is 
collaborating with more than 50 
institutes around the world.

R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T
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Bangladesh Social Club board 

helps COVID-hit countrymen

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The names of the 
12 executive board members of 
the Bangladesh Social Club have 
been approved by the ministry, 
according to a statement by the 
Club’s offi  cial. These members 
who are also known as the club’s 
committee, have been overseeing 
the club’s operations for the year 
2020/21. “I would like to thank 
everyone for their kind support 
and cooperation,” said Sirajul 
Hique, chairman, Bangladesh So-
cial Club Oman. 

“The club is now running with 
two branches in Muscat and 
Salalah. Opening of a few more 
branches are under process, in-
cluding those in Sohar and Sur.”

Recent eff orts by members of 
the Bangladesh Social Club to 
help their countrymen who’ve 
been strongly aff ected by the 
COVID-19, particularly during 
the lockdown. The social club 

also, in collaboration with the 
Oman Blood Bank, organised 
blood donation drives to help crit-
ical patients.

Established in 1995, the club 
has been working for the better-

ment of the Bangladeshi com-
munity across diff erent aspects 
of their lives, and has organised 
many socio cultural activities 
with the approval of the con-
cerned government authorities.

O F F I C I A L  S T A T E M E N T

India prepared to supply 
AstraZeneca vaccine to Oman
Times News Service

NEW DELHI: Oman, repre-
sented by the Foreign Ministry 
and Ministry of Foreign Aff airs of 
the Republic of India held the 11th 
strategic consultations session in 
New Delhi. 

On being asked, the Indian side 
expressed its readiness to facili-
tate the Sultanate’s demand of  As-
traZeneca vaccine manufactured 
in India.

The two sides reviewed en-
hancement of bilateral coopera-
tion in the fi elds of energy, com-
merce, investment, science and 
technology and consular spheres.

The two sides stressed acti-
vation and renewal of the MoU 
signed between the two sides in 
these fi elds.

The session was chaired from 
the Omani side by Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Ali Al Harthi, Undersecretary 
of the Foreign Ministry for Diplo-
matic Aff airs and from the Indian 

side by Sanjay Bhattacharyya, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of External Aff airs.    The session 
was attended by Sheikh Hamad 

bin Saif Al Rawahi, the Sultanate’s 
ambassador to India and a num-
ber of offi  cials from both sides. 

     — ONA
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LONDON: British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson announced on Fri-
day that Britain will close all travel 
corridors to the country from 0400 
GMT on Monday in a bid to keep 
out new coronavirus variants.

Britain “will temporarily close 
all travel corridors from 0400 on 
Monday,” to “protect against the 
risk of as yet unidentifi ed new 
strains”, the prime minister said 
at a virtual press conference at 
Downing Street.

The new measure means that 
travellers entering the country 
must have proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test in previous 72 
hours. Anyone arriving in Britain 
must quarantine for 10 days or 
they have the choice of doing an 
extra test on day fi ve to shorten the 
isolation, Johnson said.

“What we don’t want to see is 
all that hard work undone by the 
arrival of a new variant that is vac-
cine busting,” he said.

The prime minister made the 
remarks after Britain on Thurs-
day banned arrivals from South 
America, Portugal and some other 
countries over fears about a strain 
of the virus detected in Brazil.

The new rules will be in place 

until at least Feb. 15, he said.
Meanwhile, Johnson said 3.2 

million people across Britain have 
received vaccines. He said that his 
government was stepping up the en-
forcement of travel quarantine rules 
at the border and in the country.

“It’s precisely because we have 
the hope of that vaccine and the 
risk of new strains coming from 
overseas that we must take ad-
ditional steps now to stop those 
strains from entering the coun-
try,” he said. The pressures on the 
National Health Service (NHS) 
are “extraordinary” and it would 
be “fatal” to show complacency 
now, he said.

“This is not the time for the 
slightest relaxation of our national 
resolve,” Johnson said, urging the 

public to stay at home.
Joining Johnson for the press 

conference, Chief Medical Offi  cer 
for England Chris Whitty said the 
coronavirus infections may have 
already peaked in some regions of 
the country.

“We are seeing some levelling 
off ” thanks to “enormous eff orts” 
by Britons, he said. However, he 
said the peak of deaths is likely to 
be in the future due to the delay in 
hospitalization.

The British government’s Chief 
Scientifi c Adviser Patrick Vallance 
also said the restriction measures 
in place must remain in place to 
suppress the fi gures.

England is currently under the 
third national lockdown since the 
outbreak of the pandemic in the 

country. Similar restriction meas-
ures are also in place in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.

Britain’s coronavirus reproduc-
tion number, also known as the R 
number, is estimated at between 
1.2 and 1.3, compared with last 
week’s one and 1.4, the British 
government’s Scientifi c Advisory 
Group for Emergencies (SAGE) 
said Friday. If the R number is 
above one, it means the number of 
cases will increase exponentially.

According to SAGE, the R num-
ber varies in the country. It has 
gone down slightly in London, the 
South East and South West, as 
well as the North East and York-
shire, but it has risen slightly in 
the East of England, Midlands and 
North West. Xinhua

The new measure 

means that travellers 

entering the country 

must have proof of a 

negative COVID-19 

test in previous 72 

hours

UK to close all travel 
corridors to keep out 
new COVID variants

NEW QUARANTINE RULES:  Anyone arriving in Britain must quarantine for 10 days or they have the 

choice of doing an extra test on day fi ve to shorten the isolation.

World COVID-19 
deaths surpass 
two million
BALTIMORE: A grim milestone 
has been reached globally as the 
COVID-19 deaths have breached 
the 2 million deaths mark while 
the cases are nearing 94 million.

As of Saturday, 7.52 am IST, 
the COVID-19 Dashboard by the 
Center for Systems Science and 
Engineering (CSSE) at Johns 
Hopkins University (JHU) re-
ported that the global coronavi-
rus caseload stands at 93,787,372 
while the fatalities across the 
world stand at 2,006,987. The 
United States continues to be 
the worst-aff ected country by 
the pandemic reporting over 
23,520,563 cases and 391,922 
deaths -- the most anywhere in 
the world.

India and Brazil continue to be 
the second and third most aff ect-
ed country respectively reporting 
over 10.5 million cases and 8.393 
million cases respectively. Brazil 
has the second-highest death toll 
in the world from COVID-19 re-
porting as many as 208,246.

Meanwhile, Russia may vac-
cinate 60 per cent of the popula-
tion against the coronavirus in 
the fi rst year, this is a very seri-
ous achievement, the head of 
Russian consumer rights watch-
dog Rospotrebnadzor said as re-
ported by Sputnik.

US President-elect Joe Biden 

said that the coronavirus vaccine 
rollout in the US till now has been 
a “dismal failure”.

Sputnik further reported that 
UK Prime Minister Boris John-
son said that current COVID-19 
restrictions should be in force 
for some time more, as offi  cial 
fi gures showed that the UK has 
recorded 55,761 new coronavirus 
cases and 1,280 further deaths in 
the last 24 hours.

Japan’s Ministry of Health, La-
bor and Welfare on Friday held a 
meeting to discuss introducing 
harsher punishments for viola-
tors of coronavirus rules as the 
country sees a surge in COVID-19 
cases and deaths, media reported.

India begins today a nation-
wide vaccination drive against 
the novel coronavirus to be 
launched by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at 10:30 am via video 
conferencing. ANI

G R I M  M I L E S T O N E
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India launches world’s largest 
coronavirus vaccination drive

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Saturday 
launched India’s vaccination drive 
against the novel coronavirus via 
video conferencing.

Billed as the world’s largest vac-
cination programme, covering the 
entire length and breadth of the 
country, the drive aims to fi rst in-
oculate millions of its healthcare 
and frontline workers and reach 
an estimated 30 million people by 
the end of its fi rst phase. 

A total of 3,006 session sites 
across all states and union territo-
ries were virtually connected dur-
ing the launch. 

Around 100 benefi ciaries will be 
vaccinated at each session site on 
the inaugural day, the union health 
ministry has said.

In the fi rst phase government 
and private sector health care 
workers, including Integrated 
Child Development Services 
(ICDS) workers, will receive the 
vaccine. 

The drive will be held daily from 
9 am to 5 pm, except on the days 

earmarked for routine immunisa-
tion programmes.

Union Health Minister Dr Harsh 
Vardhan on Friday termed the 
country’s vaccination drive as the 
“beginning of the end of Covid-19.” 
He also urged people to trust the 
indigenously manufactured vac-
cine, saying the government has 
given emergency use approval af-
ter proper scientifi c scrutiny.

In the next phases of the vacci-
nation drive, people aged over 50, 
and those who are below 50 years 
but have serious health conditions 
or co-morbidities will be vac-

cinated, according to the health 
ministry.

Dry-runs at vaccination cen-
tres across the country have been 
held with lakhs of healthcare staff  
across districts being trained.

The drugs regulatory body of 
India has currently approved two 
vaccines. Pune-based Serum In-
stitute of India has developed the 
Covishield vaccine developed by 
AstraZeneca and Oxford Univer-
sity while the Covaxin has been 
developed by Hyderabad’s Bharat 
Biotech in collaboration with the 
Indian Medical Council of re-

search (ICMR) and National Insti-
tute of Virology.

The vaccination programme in 
the country will use Co-WIN (Cov-
id Vaccine Intelligence Work), an 
online digital platform developed 
by the Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, which will 
facilitate real-time information of 
vaccine stocks, storage tempera-
ture and individualised tracking 
of benefi ciaries for COVID-19 vac-
cine. This digital platform will as-
sist programme managers across 
all levels while conducting vacci-
nation sessions.

A dedicated 24x7 call centre - 
1075 - has also been established 
for addressing the queries related 
to Covid-19 pandemic, vaccine 
rollout and the Co-WIN software.

The full initial procurement 
amount of 1.65 crore doses of 
Covishield and Covaxin vaccines 
against Covid-19 have been allocat-
ed to all States/UTs in the propor-
tion of Health Care Workers data-
base, Union Health Ministry stated.

India reported 15,158 new COV-
ID-19 cases, 16,977 discharges and 
175 deaths in the last 24 hours, as 
per the Union Health Ministry’s 
data on Saturday. The cumulative 
caseload in the country reached 
1,05,42,841 including 2,11,033 
active infections and 1,01,79715 
recoveries. The death toll has 
climbed to 1,52,093.

Most of the states have received 
the fi rst batch of coronavirus vac-
cine doses including Delhi which 
has received 2,74,000 vaccine 
doses, followed by Maharashtra 
receiving over 9 lakh doses and 
Andhra Pradesh around with 4.7 
lakh doses.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal during a press conference 
on Thursday said, “So far, we have 
received 2,74,000 doses of vaccine 
from the Centre. Each person will 
be administered two doses and the 
Centre provides 10 per cent extra 
vaccine, taking damage into ac-
count. So the 2,74,000 doses will 
be suffi  cient for around 1,20,000 
health workers.”

States and union territories 
have geared up for the vaccination 
drive. In the national capital Delhi, 
the drive will be launched from 
the state-run LNJP Hospital by 
Chief Minister Kejriwal and Delhi 
Health Minister Satyendar Jain. 

Healthcare workers will get the jab 
in a total of 81 centres. The Union 
health minister will visit the new 
OPD Wing of All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in 
Delhi to witness the launch of the 
inoculation drive. He will join doc-
tors and around 100 potential vac-
cine benefi ciaries at the centre.

In Maharashtra, Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray will launch the 
vaccination drive from a centre at 
Bandra Kurla Complex in Mum-
bai on Saturday. As many as 4,000 
health workers will be adminis-
tered Covid-19 vaccine every day 
at nine vaccination centres in the 
city the Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) said.

In Gujarat, 161 centres will deliv-
er the vaccine, Chief Minister Vijay 
Rupani said. As many as 700 health-
care workers will be administered 
the COVID-19 vaccine in Goa, Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant said.

According to a state government 
release, 332 locations have been 
identifi ed for the launch of the 
drive in Andhra Pradesh.

Telangana Health Minister 
Eatala Rajender will take the fi rst 
jab of the vaccine. He said: “A total 
of 140 centres have been short-
listed for the distribution of the 
vaccine. Chief Minister of Tel-
angana K Chandrashekhar Rao 
has appealed to the MLAs, MPs, 
and Ministers to part in the inau-
guration of vaccine distribution 
program at centres in their con-
stituencies”

A total number of 243 centres 
have been prepared for the fi rst 
phase of vaccination drive across 
the state on January 16, including 
10 centres in Bengaluru, Karnata-
ka Health and Medical Education 
Minister Dr K Sudhakar said. ANI

The drive aims to 

inoculate millions 

of its healthcare and 

frontline workers 

with the aim to reach 

30 million people in 

the fi rst phase

VACCINATION DRIVE:  The drive will be held daily from 9 am to 5 pm, except on the days earmarked for 

routine immunisation programmes.

WhatsApp delays privacy 

changes following backlash
WASHINGTON: The WhatsApp 
messaging service announced on 
Friday that it would delay changes 
to new business features after peo-
ple around the world criticised the 
new policy.

Under updated terms, the app 
would be allowed to share users’ 
data, including location and phone 
number, with its parent company 
Facebook and its units such as Ins-
tagram and Messenger.

The Facebook-owned company 
said it is “going to do a lot more to 
clear up misinformation around 
how privacy and security works on 
WhatsApp.”

Privacy rights activists heavily 
criticized the WhatsApp changes, 
saying it was the latest step show-
ing Facebook’s poor handling of 
user data.

Users looking for other 
messaging options
Following WhatsApp’s initial an-
nouncement many users have 
signed up for other messaging ser-
vices, including privacy-minded 
Signal and Telegram. Signal said 
that a massive infl ux of users had 
led to technical diffi  culties in de-
livering some messages on Friday.

WhatsApp also canceled its 
February 8 deadline for accepting 
the tweak to its terms of service, 
involving sharing data with Face-
book servers.

“We’re now moving back the 
date on which people will be asked 
to review and accept the terms,” 
the company said in a blog post.

The delay could pose a hurdle to 
WhatsApp’s plan to generate rev-

enue by making it easier to engage 
in commercial exchanges on the 
messaging app. Facebook bought 
WhatsApp for $19 billion in 2014 
but the messaging service has been 
slow to make money.

Countries challenge 
data-sharing terms
The change todata termshas con-
tinued to spark backlash around 
the world.

WhatsApp’s updated privacy 
policy verges on user surveillance 
and threatens India’s security, a 
petition fi led in an Indian court 
said on Thursday.

India is the app’s biggest mar-
ket where it has 400 million users. 
Many users have began install-
ing rival apps like Signal and Tel-

egram. WhatsApp has launched 
a costly advertising campaign to 
calm customers.

Italy’s data protection authority 
issued a statement: “The author-
ity believes it was not possible for 
users to understand what kind of 
changes were being introduced, 
nor how data would be treated af-
ter February 8.”

The Italian data authority said 
it would look carefully into What-
sapp’s policy disclaimer to assess 
its compliance with privacy data 
rules. It said it was ready to urgent-
ly intervene.

The change has also met with a 
challenge in Turkey. The country’s 
Competition Board this week be-
gan investigating the messaging 
service and its parent. DW

P R I V A C Y  P O L I C Y

42 killed after 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake hits Indonesia
JAKARTA: The number of casu-
alties in Indonesia’s 6.2-mag-
nitude quake that jolted West 
Sulawesi province on Friday rose 
to 42 with hundreds of people 
wounded, an offi  cial and two top 
rescuers said.

More than 10,000 people were 
forced to evacuate as the quake 
destroyed houses, offi  ce build-
ings, hotels, hospitals and shop-
ping malls in Mamuju city and 
Majene district, the National 
Search and Rescue Agency’s 
Head Bagus Puruhito said.

The National Disaster Manage-
ment Agency’s Spokesman Radi-
tya Jati said that 34 people were 
killed in Mamuju city and eight in 
Majene district.

The offi  cial told Xinhua in a 
text message that the jolts also 
damaged the sea port and a bridge 
in the province, citing that 300 

houses were destroyed in Majene 
district. President Joko Widodo 
ordered the head of the disaster 
agency, police chief and military 
commander to immediately take 
emergency steps to search for 
victims and treat those who were 
injured in the quake.

Emergency relief aids have also 
been sent to the quake-aff ected 
area, Jati said.

Operation Head of the Search 
and Rescue Offi  ce in South 
Sulawesi province Muhammad 
Rizal, whose four teams of rescu-
ers are being involved in the evac-
uation process, said that more 
than 400 people suff ered injuries 
in the natural disaster.

“A total of 189 people suff ered 
serious wounds and 214 others 
got minor injuries in Majene dis-
trict, still the fi gures about the 
wounded persons in Mamuju city 

have not been reached yet,” Rizal 
told Xinhua.

More units of heavy machin-
ery equipment are badly needed 
to remove the rubbles, according 
to him.

Meanwhile, the Meteorol-
ogy, Climatology and Geophysics 
Agency’s Head Dwikorita Karna-
wati on Friday warned of the pos-
sibility of another strong quake 
and a tsunami.

“The structures of the materi-
als and rocks under the earth are 
unstable or weak after 28 times of 
tremors, and these may cause an 
underwater landslide and trigger 
a tsunami,” Karnawati said.

She recommended that people 
immediately stay away from the 
coast when another strong quake 
takes place as a tsunami may hit 
within two to three minutes after 
the quake. Xinhua

M A S S I V E  Q U A K E

China builds hospital in 5 days after COVID-19 cases surge
BEIJING: China has built a 1,500-
room hospital for COVID-19 pa-
tients in just fi ve days after a spike 
of infections was reported in a city 
south of Beijing.

The hospital is the fi rst of six 
with a total of 6,500 rooms being 
built in Nangong in Hebei prov-
ince, the Xinhua News Agency 
said Saturday. The temporary fa-
cilities are due to be completed 
within the next week.

Why is China building new 
hospitals?
Chinese health authorities have 

placed more than 28 million peo-
ple in the northeast into lockdown 
as they battle a new wave of the 
coronavirus in Nangong and the 
Hebei provincial capital of Shiji-
azhuang.

In the past week, China has seen 
the number of daily cases jump to 
a 10-month high. On Saturday, the 
country reported 130 new cases. 
Of those cases, 115 were local in-
fections, 90 of which were in He-
bei province

Another 23 cases were found 
in northeastern Heilongjiang 
province while two cases were 

reported in Beijing.
Total case numbers remain 

far below the height of the ini-
tial outbreak in early 2020, but 
concerns are growing due to the 
Lunar New Year holiday a month 
away.

The 15-day celebration sees 
hundreds of millions of people 
leave cities for their ancestral 
homes, which could help to spread 
the virus.

What caused the new spike?
The National Health Commis-
sion (NHC) said on Saturday that 

the recent outbreaks have come 
from travelers entering the coun-
try or contaminated frozen food 
imports.

“Since December  2020, epi-
demic clusters have occurred in 
Beijing, Sichuan, Liaoning, Hebei 
and Heilongjiang,” a statement 
posted on the NHC’s website said, 
citing NHC Minister Ma Xiaowei.

“They mainly have the following 
characteristics. Firstly, they are all 
imported from abroad, caused by 
travelers from overseas, or con-
taminated cold-chain imported 
items.” DW

S U R G E  I N  C A S E S
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United-Liverpool Derby is ‘game of the season’: Alex Ferguson
MANCHESTER: Former Man-
chester United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson has said that it is a nice 
thing that he has retired so he will 
not have to go up against Jurgen 
Klopp’s Liverpool.

Ferguson had taken United to 3 
Premier League titles during his 
27-year tenure at Old Traff ord. 

United are yet to win the title 
since Ferguson retired in 2013. 

Manchester United are cur-
rently at the top of the Premier 
League standings and they have 
a three-point lead over second-
placed Liverpool.

“I’ve always considered the 
Manchester United and Liver-
pool derby the game of the season. 
Quite simply, they are the two 
most successful teams in Britain 
when you add up all the trophies 

they’ve won together. It’s obvious 
that you have to beat Liverpool to 
win anything. 

It’s similar to when I was at Ab-
erdeen - you had to beat Rangers 
and Celtic to win anything and you 
can add a mental attitude to that,” 
Goal.com quoted Alex Ferguson as 
saying.

“In reality, it is the game. Liver-
pool’s success over the 70s and 80s 
was phenomenal. To do that, I had 
to take a road that was always go-
ing to be diffi  cult, it meant I had to 
wait in terms of building the club. 
Eventually, it turned out fantasti-
cally for us.”

“Now I’ve retired, and thank 
goodness I’ve retired actually 
when I see Liverpool’s perfor-
mance over the last two seasons 
- they’ve been phenomenal. I’ve 

got great respect for Liverpool, I 
always have,” he added.

Liverpool had won the Pre-
mier League title in 2019-20 
season and Klopp’s side are once 
again in contention of winning the 
title.

Klopp will make a late call on 
the fi tness of defender Joel Matip 
ahead of the match against United. 
The Cameroon international has 
not played for the Reds since limp-
ing off  in the draw against West 
Brom on December 27.

Naby Keita will be missing the 
clash for Liverpool and as a result, 
he has joined Diogo Jota, Kostas 
Tsimikas, Joe Gomez and Virgil 
van Dijk on the sidelines.

United and Liverpool will take 
on each other on Sunday in the 
Premier League. ANI

F O O T B A L L

TOPPING CHARTS:  Ferguson had taken United to 3 Premier League titles during his 27-year tenure at 

Old Traff ord.

Rain washes out final 
session as Rohit’s wicket 
gives Aussies slight edge

BRISBANE: The third session 
on the second day of the fi nal 
Test between Australia and India 
was lost to rain at The Gabba on 
Saturday. 
The eagerness of the hosts to get 
back on the fi eld was visible with 
skipper Tim Paine constantly 
speaking to the match offi  cials, 
but it wasn’t to be as a wet outfi eld 
saw the umpires call for an early 
end to the day’s proceedings.

At stumps, India’s score read 
62/2 and the visitors still trail by 
307 runs with eight wickets in 
the bag. Cheteshwar Pujara (8) 
and Ajinkya Rahane (2) will need 
to start afresh on Sunday and 
with Nathan Lyon sending the 
dangerous-looking Rohit Sharma 
(44) back to the hut before the tea 
break, the hosts defi nitely hold a 
slight edge. 

The second session saw India 
score 62 runs, but they lost both 
the openers with Shubman Gill 
(7) being sent back fi rst by Pat 
Cummins. The ball hit that corri-
dor of uncertainty outside the off -

stump and Gill had no answers as 
he edged it to Steve Smith at sec-
ond slip.

While Rohit looked like he had 
the game covered, he was dis-
missed against the run of play by 
Lyon as the off -spinner lured him 
to dance down the track and the 
opener did just that. Unfortunate-
ly, he didn’t reach the pitch of the 
ball and his attempted hit found 
Mitchell Starc at long on.

Earlier, the Indian bowlers 
toiled hard to dismiss Australia 
for 369 in their fi rst innings. 
Shardul Thakur, T Natarajan 
and Washington Sundar picked 
nine of the ten wickets while 
Mohammed Siraj fi nished with 
one wicket. Unfortunately, the 
Aussie tail once again troubled 
the Indians as they added 56 
runs for the last three wickets. 
While Starc was unbeaten on 

20, Lyon used the long handle 
to good eff ect to hit a 22-ball 
24. Josh Hazlewood too tried 
his luck to manage 11 with 
two boundaries. Marnus La-
buschagne top-scored for Aus-
tralia as he his fi fth Test ton on 
the opening day.

Brief Scores: Australia 369 
(Labuschagne 108; Natarajan 
3/78); India 62/2 (Rohit 44; Lyon 
1/10). ANI

At stumps, India’s 

score read 62/2 and 

the visitors still trail 

by 307 runs with 

eight wickets in 

the bag

LOST IN RAIN:  The eagerness of the hosts to get back on the fi eld was visible with skipper Tim Paine 

constantly speaking to the match offi  cials.

Suraj, Mehran power Al Turki to big win
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Suraj Kumar’s vital 
89 and Mehran Khan’s fantastic 
4 for 13 powered Al Turki NMC 
to a comfortable 146-run victory 
over AER in a Premier Division 
50- over League game at OC Turf 
1 in Amerat on Friday.

Invited to bat fi rst, Al Turki 
found the going tough, collapsing 
to 51 for 6 in 21 overs before Suraj 
put together 55 for the seventh 
wicket with Mehran (28 off  44). 
He found another dependable 
partner in Jitenkumar Ramanan-
di (65 off  51) and the duo added 86 
for the eighth wicket before Suraj 
got out for 89 off  110. Al Turki was 
fi nally able to reach 227 for 9, a 
total it was able to defend rather 
comfortably thanks to a potent 
bowling attack.

Mehran was the pick of Al Tur-
ki bowlers, taking four wickets 
while Mohit Patel and Jay Od-
edara bagged two wickets each. 
Young opener Muzahir Raza top-
scored with a patient 23 off  90.

Brief Scores (Premier Divi-
sion): Al Turki NMC 227 for 9 in 
50 overs (Suraj Kumar Singh 89 
– 8x4, 1x6, Jitenkumar Ramanan-
di 65 – 5x4, 2x6, Rubella Abdus 
3-48, Shoaib Muhammad 2-20) 
beat AER 81 all out in 38.3 overs 
(Muzahir Raza 23 – 4x4, Mehran 
Khan 4-13, Mohit Patel 2-21, Jay 

Odedara 2-15) by 146 runs. 

Usman leads Basta to 
victory
Usman Haider struck a solid 79 
to help Basta CT to an exciting 
21-run win over Ernst & Young in 
a keenly contested A Division 50-
over League match at OC Turf 2 
on Friday. Basta posted a healthy 
252 for 7 on the board thanks to 
major contributions from Us-

man and Shahid Mehmood (41 
off  50). Shrey Wilson claimed 3 
for 31. E&Y got off  to a good start 
reaching 149 for 2 in 35 overs 
that included a superb 72 off  73 
by opnere Issa Al Balushi before 
losing the plot and falling short by 
21 runs due to too many dot balls. 
Shrey Wilson (44 off  98), Sul-
tan Ahmed (42 off  60) and Omer 
Sarfraz (35 off  32) were the other 
main scorers. Shamsudheen Sha-
reef bowled well, taking 3 for 30.

Brief Scores (A Division): Basta 
CT 252 for 7 in in 50 overs (Us-
man Haider 79 – 5x4, 1x6, Shahid 
Mehmood 41 – 3x4, 2x6, Shrey 
Wilson 3-31) beat Ernst&Young 
231 for 9 in 50 overs (Issa Al Bal-
ushi 72 – 6x4, 3x6, Shrey Wilson 
44 – 1x4, Sultan Ahmed 42 – 2x4, 
Shamsudheen Shareef 3-30, Mo-
hammed Abbas Naqvi 2-36) by 21 
runs. 
Mustansar Hussain’s brilliant 
all-round performance powered 
Zubair CT to a nail-biting win 
over LC Tech in a B Division 30-
over League game at Muscat Mu-
nicipality ground 2 on Friday.

Mustansar’s solid knock was 
the highlight of Zubair’s 197 all 
out in 29.1 overs as Abdul rauf 
claimed 3 for 42 while Jaleel Ma-
hamood and Shahil Mohammed 
took two wickets each.

LC Tech fought well reaching 
146 for 4 in 24 overs before losing 
a couple of quick wickets and let-
ting the run rate climb higher. In 
the end, it could manage only 188, 
falling short by 9 runs. Mifas Mo-
hammed scored a fl uent 55 off  42 
while Rahul Rajeev contributed 
32 off  36. Mustansar bowled well, 
taking 2 for 35 while Mubashar 
Iqbal bagged 2 for 53.

Brief Scores (B Division): 
Zubair 197 all out in 29.1 overs 
(Mustansar Hussain 70 – x4, Ab-
dul Rauf 3-42, Jaleel Mahamood 

2-26, Shahil Mohammed 2-26, 
Rajesh Shetty 2-49) beat LC Tech 
188 for 8 in 30 overs (Mifas Mo-
hamed 55 – 8x4, Rahul Rajeev 32 
– 4x4, Mustansar Hussain 2-35, 
Mubashar Iqbal 2-53) by 9 runs. 

OCT Ruwi win
In another B Division game, top 
Omani all-rounder Mohammed 
Ali Akbar and Shuaib Ismail 
steered OCT Ruwi to an easy 
7-wicket victory against PDO RC 
at Muscat Municipality ground 1.

PDO was dismissed for a dis-
mal 152 as Mohammed picked up 
three wickets while Imran Al Bal-
ushi, Zubair Ali Akbar and Shuaib 
Ismail bagged two wickets each. 
Nadeem Ahmed and Taha Naqi 
scored 34 and 33 respectively.

OCT Ruwi raced to the target 
in the 23 rd over, scoring 154 for 3 
thanks to brilliant batting by Mo-
hammed Ali Akbar (50 off  56), Sh-
uaib Ismail (46 not out off  33) and 
Zubair Ali Akbar (36 off  35).

Brief Scores (B Division): 
PDO RC 152 all out in 26 overs 
(Nadeem Ahmed 34 – 7x4, Taha 
Naqi 33 not out – 1x4, Mohammad 
Ali Akbar 3-22, Imran Al Balushi 
2- 30, Zubair Ali Akbar 2-30, Sh-
uaib Ismail 2-38) lost to Oct Ruwi 
154 for 3 in 22.4 overs (Moham-
mad Ali Akbar 50 – 7x4, Shuaib 
Ismail 46 – 6x4, Zubair Ali Akabr 
36 – 3x4) by 7 wickets. 

C R I C K E T  R O U N D - U P

Suraj Kumar and Mehran Khan of Al Turki NMC

Two test 
positive for 
COVID-19 on 
fl ight carrying  
players

MELBOURNE: Two positive 
COVID-19 cases were reported on 
a charter fl ight on Saturday carry-
ing tennis players and offi  cials to 
Melbourne ahead of the Austral-
ian Open.

As a result, all the players and 
passengers onboard will now 
have to stay in two weeks of strict 
hotel quarantine. “Two positive 
COVID-19 tests were returned 
from one of the charter fl ights into 
Melbourne in the past 24 hours. 
There were 79 people on the fl ight, 
including 67 passengers, of which 
24 are players,” the Australia Open 
said in a statement.

“The two positive tests have 
been returned by a member of the 
fl ight crew and a passenger who is 
not a player, who returned a nega-
tive test within 72 hours prior to 
boarding the fl ight.”

“All passengers from the fl ight 
are already in quarantine hotels 
and the two positive cases trans-
ferred to a health hotel. The 24 
players on the fl ight will not be 
able to leave their hotels rooms for 
14 days and until they are medical-
ly cleared. They will not be eligible 
to practise,” it added. ANI

A U S T R A L I A N  O P E N

Oman Cricket Club-Salalah 

distributes trophies

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Cricket Club-
Salalah under the aegis of Oman 
Cricket, distributed trophies to the 
winners and runners-up for the 
cricket league 2019-2020 which 
was delayed due to coronavirus 
pandemic.

Four winners and four run-
ners-up received their trophies 
and individual medals from 
A.R.Srinivasan Level 2 educa-
tor for umpires. Mayur Toprani, 
Treasurer of Oman Cricket Club 
Salalah, Hiten Dave and Waseem 
members and ground committee 
heads and Anil Kumar, Secretary 
Oman Cricket Club were present 
during the ceremony.

Winner of A Division was Fond-
erie Bellie and runner-up was Mo-
hammed Riaz & Partner.

In B Division, Civil Technology 
was declared winner while run-
ner-up was Abu Saeed Restaurant.

In C Division, team Al Wasta 
United and Development was the 
winner while Saham Al Janoob 
was the runner-up.

In D Division, Al S’afwa Dairy & 
Beverages was the winner while 

ONEIC was the runner-up.
Along with the winners and 

runners-up trophies, individual 
trophies were also given to the 
winners of each division.

A Division-Man of the Series- 
Abhishek Choudankar of Fonderie 
Bellie, Batsman of the Series- Mo-
hammed Ilyas of Muhammed Riaz 
& Partner, Bowler of the Series-  
Mohammed Irfan of Danube.

B Division- Man of the Series- 
Vijesh V.G from Divine Trading, 
Batsman of the Series- Kumar 
from Divine Trading, Bowler of the 
Series-Shahbaz from Civil  Tech-
nology & Development

C Division- Man of the Series- 
Mohsin Abdul  Rajjak Wadekar 
from Saham Al Janoob, Batsman 
of the Series- Sanil Kumar Kun-
hil Paramnath from Saham Al Ja-
noob, Bowler of the Series- Noel 
Ananda from Gharbia Enterprises.

D Division- Man of the Series-
Hafi z Qumar Shahzad from Mo-
hammed Parvez Trading,

Batsman of the Series- Shirish 
Jawalkar of A’Safwah Dairy & 
Beverages,  Bowler of the Series- 
Qasim Khan from A’Safwah Dairy 
& Beverages.

C R I C K E T  L E A G U E  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0

Root scores 8,000 runs

GALLE:  Skipper Joe Root on Sat-
urday became the second-fastest 
England batsman to register 8,000 
runs in the longest format of the 
game.

The right-handed batsman 
reached the milestone-mark in the 
ongoing fi rst Test against Sri Lan-
ka at Galle International Stadium. 
Root surpassed former opener, 
Alastair Cook, to achieve the feat 
in 178 innings. Former cricketer 
Kevin Pietersen (176) is still the 
fastest English batsman to reach 

8,000 Test runs. Root, who became 
the seventh England batsman to 
achieve the feat, is also the fi rst 
batsman from his country to hit a 
double century in Sri Lanka.

Prior to this knock, Pietersen 
had hit 151 in Sri Lanka in 2012 
and that knock was the highest 
score by an England batsman in 
Sri Lanka until the skipper scored 
a double ton to rewrite the record 
books. On Friday, Root smashed 
his 18th century to give the visitors 
the upper hand in the match. -ANI

L O N G E S T  F O R M A T
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ASIAN FINANCIAL FORUM 
The 14th Asian Financial Forum will 
be held as an online event on 18 and 19 
January. Under the theme ‘Reshaping 
the World Economic Landscape’, the 
forum will run round the clock across 
diff erent time zones.

$1.9 TRILLION PACKAGE 
US President-elect Joe Biden announced 
a $1.9 trillion (€1.56 trillion) stimulus 
package on Thursday to revitalise a 
fl agging economy and speed up the 
nation’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

OMR65.48mn Oman REIT Fund launched

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bringing excite-
ment to Oman’s real estate mar-
ket, Jasser Al Aulaqi, the CEO of 
Shumookh Fund Management, 
has announced the launching of 
OMR65.48 million ‘Oman REIT 
Fund’, one of the largest real estate 
investment funds in the Sultanate. 

The fund’s OMR39.28 million 
IPO (initial public off ering), rep-
resenting 60 per cent of the total 
fund, will be available for subscrip-
tion from January 17 to January 
31. Shumookh Fund Management 
is the sponsor and investment 
manager of the fund while the 
United Securities is the issue man-
ager, handling the public off er.

“Oman REIT Fund off ers an in-
vestment opportunity to the inves-
tors to participate in Oman’s high 
potential real estate market by al-
lowing them access to a diversifi ed 
portfolio of real estate assets locat-
ed at strategic locations across the 
Sultanate,” Aulaqi said.

“Oman REIT Fund could be 
a game-changer in Oman’s real 
estate sector. The fund presents 
investors with multiple benefi ts 
including stable and high income, 
hedge against infl ation and high 
liquidity along with professional 
management of their wealth by a 
team of investment experts,” he 
pointed out, adding, “The fund’s 
aims to pay an annual dividend 
of 7.5 per cent p.a. in the fi rst year, 
which can grow up to 8.2 per cent 
p.a. during the 5th year.”

The close-ended Oman REIT 
Fund will be listed on the Muscat 
Securities Market (MSM) for sec-
ondary market trading upon clo-
sure of the IPO. The Capital Market 
Authority (CMA), Sultanate’s regu-
lator has already given the neces-
sary approval for the fund to open to 
the public, Aulaqi informed.

Oman REIT Fund has its as-

sets distributed across sectors 
in such a way as to ensure higher 
and steady returns, Aulaqi noted, 
saying, residential cum commer-
cial properties represent half of 
the fund’s allocation, followed by 
offi  ce and retail assets at 29 per 
cent and 13 per cent respectively. 
Logistics and industry properties 
make up the rest.

Expressing hope in Oman’s real 
estate sector growth, Aulaqi said, 
“Supported by Oman govern-
ment’s continued focus on eco-
nomic diversifi cation, the Sultan-
ate’s real estate sector is poised 
for vibrant growth, and this makes 
Oman REIT Fund an unmatched 
investment tool. The fund has in 
place an active asset management 
strategy and the availability of as-
set pipeline at an attractive valu-
ation signifi cantly enhances its 
appeal.”

“Oman REIT Fund is arguably 
the largest REIT in the Sultanate 
with the total appraised value of 
properties pegged at OMR64.48 
million. It has a diverse portfolio 
of as many as 20 high-worth in-

dividual property assets spread 
across the capital area including 
Ruwi, Madinat Qaboos, Qurum, 
Al Khuwair, Ghala, Rusayl and 
Misfah, with a strategic mix of 
residential and commercial, re-
tail, offi  ce and industrial as well as 
logistics properties. The ranking 
of the Fund is expected to be on 
top among its peers upon listing 
on the MSM, in terms of market 
cap,” he continued.

According to Tariq A Razeq, 
Deputy General Manager of Unit-
ed Securities, the current off er is 
for 392,855,364 units including 
Green Shoe option, and each unit 
is priced at OMR0.102 (unit price 
OMR0.100 and 2 baisa towards is-
sue expenses). 

Oman REIT Fund promises 
strong growth potential support-
ed by a diversifi ed, high-value as-
set portfolio, he said, adding, the 
Fund off ers a simple and aff ord-
able means to invest in Oman’s 
high-value real estate sector with-
out buying the property directly 
and to enjoy long-term capital 
appreciation and reliable income 

that grows at an estimated rate 
of 7.5 per cent to 8.2 per cent over 
5 years. Investors can subscribe 
to the IPO for as low as OMR102 
and going up to a maximum of 
OMR16.37 million in a single ap-
plication which is for 163,689,735 
units (25 per cent of the fund size).

Highlighting the relevance 
and attraction of Oman REIT 
Fund, Razeq said infrastructure 
development is a key element of 
Oman’s Vision 2040 and the ex-
pected high growth in its tourism, 
hospitality, industrial and health-
care sectors would certainly have 
a positive impact on its real estate 
sector, making Oman REIT Fund 
one of the most attractive fi nan-
cial instruments in the country.  
This is possibly the best time to 
invest in Oman-based REIT in 
view of the prevailing low real es-
tate prices in Oman due to COV-
ID-19 crisis, and the expectation 
is that the prices will shoot up in 
the near future, he added.

Elaborating on the types of in-
vestments the fund off ers, Razeq 
said investors can choose the 
category I or category II depend-
ing on the investment size and 
status. Category I has a mini-
mum and maximum application 
sizes of 1000 and 10,000,000 
units respectively while the 
minimum and maximum appli-
cation sizes for category II in-
vestors stand at 10,000,100 and 
163,689,735 units respectively.

The fund is open for subscrip-
tion to both Omani and non-
Omani individuals and juristic 
persons, and its designated col-
lection agents are Oman Arab 
Bank, Bank Muscat, Bank Dho-
far, National Bank of Oman, Ub-
har Capital, Global Financial and 
United Securities.

The subscribers can contact the 
collecting banks and agents for 
submitting the application.

I N V E S T M E N T  F U N D S

INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING: The fund’s OMR39.28 million IPO (ini-

tial public off ering), representing 60 per cent of the total fund, will 

be available for subscription from January 17 to 31. – Supplied picture

Economic recovery 

in emerging markets 

to benefi t consumer 

gold demand: WGC

LONDON: Gold investment 
will remain well supported in 
2021 while gold consumption 
should benefi t from the nascent 
economic recovery, especially 
in emerging markets, the World 
Gold Council (WGC) said.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
raised uncertainty by compound-
ing existing risks and creating 
new ones. But by the end of last 
year, investors were optimistic 
that the worst was over.

“Looking ahead, we believe 
that investors will likely see the 
low-interest rate environment as 
an opportunity to add risk assets 
in the hope that economic recov-
ery is on the immediate horizon,” 
said WGC in its outlook report.

Investors will likely also be 
navigating potential portfolio 
risks, including ballooning budg-
et defi cits, infl ationary pressures 
and market corrections amid al-
ready high equity valuations.

WGC quoted market surveys 
indicating that most economists 
expect growth to recover in 2021 
from its dismal performance dur-
ing 2020. “And although global 
economic growth is likely to re-
main anaemic relative to its full 
potential for some time, gold’s 
more stable price performance 
since mid-August may foster buy-
ing opportunities for consumers.”

The economic recovery may 

particularly realise in countries 
like China, which suff ered heavy 
losses in early 2020 before the 
spread of the pandemic was con-
trolled more eff ectively than in 
many western countries.

“Given the positive link be-
tween economic growth and Chi-
nese demand, we believe that gold 
consumption in the region may 
continue to improve,” said WGC.

Similarly, the Indian gold mar-
ket appears to be on a stronger 
footing. Initial data from the 
Dhanteras festival in November 
suggest that while jewellery de-
mand was still below average, it 
had substantially recovered from 
the lows seen in Q2 of last year.

However, with the global econ-
omy operating well below poten-
tial and with gold prices at his-
torically high levels, consumer 
demand may remain subdued in 
other regions.

“We anticipate that the eco-
nomic recovery in some emerg-
ing markets like China and India 
may limit some of the headwinds 
the gold market experienced in 
2020 caused by extremely weak 
gold consumption,” said WGC.

The WGC is a market develop-
ment organisation for the indus-
try. Its purpose is to stimulate and 
sustain demand, provide industry 
leadership and be the global au-
thority on the gold market. -ANI

W O R L D  G O L D  C O U N C I L Bank Muscat posts net 
profit of OMR163.36mn

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the lead-
ing fi nancial services institution 
in the Sultanate, announced its 
preliminary unaudited results for 
the year ended December 31, 2020. 

The fi nancial results are subject 
to the approval of External Audi-
tors, Board of Directors, Central 
Bank of Oman and the sharehold-
ers of the bank. 

The bank posted a net profi t of 

OMR163.36 million for the year 
compared to OMR185.55 million 
reported during the same period 
in 2019, a decrease of 12.0 per cent.

The key highlights of the results 
for the year are as follows:

Net interest income from con-
ventional banking and net income 
from Islamic Financing stood at 
OMR322.13 million for the year 
ended December 31, 2020, com-
pared to OMR316.97 million for 
the same period in 2019, an in-

crease of 1.6 per cent.
Non-interest income was 

OMR134.41 million for the year 
ended December 31, 2020, as 
compared to OMR155.20 million 
for the same period in 2019, a de-
crease of 13.4 per cent mainly due 
to subdued business conditions 
due to COVID-19 related lock-
downs in Q2, Q3 and Q4 2020 and 
waiver of certain fees due to regu-
latory measures.  

Operating expenses for the year 
ended December 31, 2020, was 
OMR179.85 million as compared 
to OMR195.93 million for the 
same period in 2019, a decrease of 
8.2 per cent due to cost manage-
ment measures taken by the bank. 

Net Impairment for credit and 
other losses for the year 2020 
was OMR81.04 million as against 
OMR56.13 million for the same 
period in 2019. The increase was 
mainly on account of precau-
tionary and collective provisions 

made in the fi rst half of 2020, on 
a forward-looking basis given the 
emerging stress in the economic 
and business conditions as a result 
of the impact of COVID-19 and the 
continued pressure on oil prices.

Net loans and advances includ-
ing Islamic fi nancing receiva-
bles increased marginally by 0.5 
per cent to OMR8,918 million as 
against OMR8,878 million as of 
December 31, 2019. 

Customer deposits includ-
ing Islamic Customer depos-
its increased by 4.2 per cent to 
OMR8,377 million as against 
OMR8,043 million as of December 
31, 2019.

The full results for the year 
ended December 31, 2020, along 
with the complete set of unau-
dited fi nancial statements will be 
released following the approval of 
the Board of Directors of the Bank 
at its meeting scheduled later dur-
ing January 2021.

Customer deposits including Islamic 

customer deposits increased by 4.2 per cent 

to OMR8,377 million as against OMR8,043 

million as of December 31, 2019

PRELIMINARY UNAUDITED RESULTS: Net interest income from conventional banking and net income from Islamic Financing stood at 

OMR322.13 million for the year ended December 31, 2020, compared to OMR316.97 million for the same period in 2019, an increase of 1.6 

per cent. – Supplied picture

REPORT: Investors will likely see the low-interest rate environ-

ment as an opportunity to add risk assets in the hope that eco-

nomic recovery is on the immediate horizon.



B2    

MARKET
S U N DAY,  JA N UA RY  1 7,  2 0 2 1

Biden unveils 
$1.9 trillion 
stimulus plan

WASHINGTON: US President-
elect Joe Biden announced a $1.9 
trillion (€1.56 trillion) stimulus 
package to revitalise a fl agging 
economy and speed up the na-
tion’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Biden laid out the fi rst 
of his “two-step plan of rescue and 
recovery” in a prime-time address.

“Tonight, I lay out my fi rst step, 
the American Rescue Plan that 
will tackle the pandemic and get 
direct fi nancial assistance and re-
lief to Americans who need it the 
most,” he said.

“Next month, in my fi rst ap-
pearance before a joint session of 
Congress I will lay out my ‘build 
back better’ recovery plan,” Biden 
said on Thursday. “It will make 
historic investments in infra-
structure, manufacturing, inno-
vation, and research and develop-
ment in clean energy.”

“Our ‘rescue and recovery’ plan 
is a path forward with both seri-
ous of purpose and a clear plan, 
with transparency and account-
ability, with a call for unity that is 
equally necessary,” he said.

“It’s not hard to see that we’re 
in the middle of a once-in-sever-
al-generations economic crisis 
with a once-in-several-genera-

tions public health crisis. A cri-
sis of deep human suff ering is in 
plain sight and there’s no time to 
waste,” Biden said. “We have to 
act, and we have to act now.”

The president-elect also justi-
fi ed the huge price tag of his pro-
posal during his speech.

“The return on these invest-
ments in jobs, racial equity will 
prevent long-term economic 
damage, and the benefi ts will far 
surpass the cost,” Biden said. “In 
this moment of crisis... we cannot 
aff ord inaction.”

The spending proposal will build 
on the two massive relief packages 
approved by Congress in 2020. It 
lists a host of measures including 
providing fi nancial aid to individu-
als, state and local government, and 
businesses struggling with the pro-
longed economic fallout.

What does the plan 
include?
Stimulus payment checks for 
$1,400 – topping up the $600 

checks issued under the most re-
cent COVID-19 bill.

Raises the minimum wage to 
$15 an hour.

$350 billion in funding to state 
and local governments — a pro-
posal that Republican lawmakers 
had blocked all last year.

$160 billion for a national COV-
ID-19 vaccination campaign.

About $440 billion for small 
businesses and communities par-
ticularly hard hit by the pandemic.

$170 billion for schools, with the 
goal of getting most institutions 
serving kindergarten through 
eighth grade open in the fi rst 100 
days of his administration.

Increases supplemental un-
employment insurance to $400 
a week from the current $300 
a week now; also extending it 
through September.

Extends moratoriums on fore-
closures and evictions until Sep-
tember and funding rental.

Provides $30 billion in rental and 
utility assistance for families. - DW

US President-

elect Joe Biden 

has announced a 

massive coronavirus 

relief package to 

kickoff  his term

STIMULUS PACKAGE: The proposal, the fi rst of his “two-step 

plan”, will build on the previous stimulus legislation passed by 

the US Congress in 2020. – DW

Madayn Industrial Academy 

unveils three-month programme

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Public Establish-
ment for Industrial Estates – Ma-
dayn, represented by Madayn In-
dustrial Academy, has launched 
an intensive three-month pro-
gramme on English language skills 
in a business environment. 

The programme, which focuses 
on three diff erent levels, aims at 
equipping the participants with 
eff ective communication skills in 
the English language to contribute 
to attracting and localising more 
foreign investments in the various 

industrial cities. 
This programme comes in line 

with the academy’s plan to train 
the human cadres in Madayn’s 
various industrial cities.

Training opportunity
It is worthwhile to mention that 
Madayn Industrial Academy was 
established in 2019 to off er train-
ing opportunities for the national 
cadres to enhance administrative, 
fi nancial and technical skills, raise 
their productivity, provide value-
adding services to the investors in 
the industrial cities, and provide 

new job opportunities for the na-
tional cadres. 

Madayn Industrial Academy 
organises a series of training pro-
grammes and events that address 
trending topics and challenges lo-
cally and globally. The academy 
also organises training-for-em-
ployment in cooperation with the 
bodies concerned in this fi eld. 

Madayn aims through the acad-
emy to develop the skills of the 
national cadres by providing train-
ing opportunities for the cadres to 
meet the requirements of the in-
dustrial sector.

T R A I N I N G  H U M A N  C A D R E S

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS: The programme, which focuses on three diff erent levels, aims 

at equipping the participants with eff ective communication skills in the English language to contrib-

ute to attracting and localising more foreign investments in the various industrial cities. – Supplied picture

Asian Financial 
Forum to focus 
on current 
economic 
landscape

HONG KONG: The 14th Asian 
Financial Forum (AFF) will be 
held as an online event on Janu-
ary 18 and 19. Under the theme 
‘Reshaping the World Eco-
nomic Landscape’, the forum 
will run round the clock across 
diff erent time zones, examining 
the current economic landscape 
and exploring global business 
opportunities with more than 
160 infl uential policymakers, fi -
nancial experts, investors, busi-
ness leaders and economists.

Distinguished guests at vari-
ous sessions will share insights 
on a wide range of topics includ-
ing the global economic outlook, 
socially responsible and im-
pact investment, the asset and 
wealth management industry 
in the post-COVID era, climate 
change risks and opportunities 
for the insurance industry.

According to a press state-
ment by the Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council in Dubai, 
heavyweight speakers at the 
AFF’s keynote sessions include 
Paul Romer, 2018 Nobel Lau-
reate for Economic Sciences 
and policy entrepreneur, Alexis 
Ohanian, co-founder of Reddit 
and Seven Seven Six, and Luc 
Julia, Co-creator of Siri, Apple’s 
virtual assistant. - WAM

O N L I N E  E V E N T
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For Tally sales, services or customization
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Roudh Lotas Group LLC

http://www.rltsgroup.com/tally-accounting-software/

for rent

for rent

for sale
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Al Athaiba - 2BHK near Al Zubair 
Motors Rent  RO 250/- Contact 
99879939
 
Ruwi Al Falaj - 2BHK with AC’s 
Rent  RO 260/- Contact 99879939
 
Qurum heights - Luxury 3BHK 
170sm, swimming pool + Gym Rent  
RO 500/- Contact 99879939
 
Ruwi  Heights - Near Kims hospital/
Gulf Nursery,3BHK with AC’s Rent  
RO 260/- Contact 99879939 
 
Flat for Rent in Wadi Kabir, 2BHK,3 
Washroom. Contact 99324402

 
Warehouses, flats available in 
Ghala near Bridgestone tyres. Ghala 
Contact 99349311 
 
Brand new two bedroom at Marsa 
Garden Al Mouj, Full equipped 
kitchen and built in cupboards and 
two bathrooms for OMR 600 kindly 
contact +968-93326511 
 
Industrial Land 1500m2 in Al-Ohi 
Industrial area in Suhar. # 99231000 
 
1 BHK , 2 BHK flats for rent at 
Azaiba – Next building Al Meera 
Hyper market. Contact 94934353 
Email hotapaz@omantel.net.om

15 cents land in Kozhikode, 
Thondayad. Opposite to StarCare 
hospital on Kannur bypass, 250 
meters from highway with black-
top road frontage. Contact 91-
7902216185

FOR RENT,
    FOR SALE?
PLACE YOUR AD HERE

email: classifieds@timesofoman.com
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Rent flat near Badr al sama hos-
pital in Ruwi, 4 Bedroom with AC 
& also Room for rent in Wadi Adei 
with AC. Contact 99345137 
 
Flat for Rent in Wadi Kabir(2BHK), 
sitting room(3 bathroom) A/C split 
near Jalalah mosque. # 99324402



Email: dailyguide@timesofoman.com
            	classifieds@timesofoman.com
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B4 s u n d ay,  j a n ua r y  1 7,  2 0 2 1

Job Vacancies

JOB WANTED

Job vacancies

Job vacancies

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

MECHANIC/TEchnic

miscellaneous

sales/marketing

Accountant, administration, NOC 
available ,immediate joining.Contact: 
93403636. Email: 
munafshaikh22@gmail.com 
 
Finance, ERP, audit & taxation, 
project & market study business 
modelling, business process with 
professional & corporate experience 
full time or part time. # 93671585 
 
Accounting manager / Chief ac-
countant, 15+ years of experience 
in Oman & UAE, have NOC on visit. 
Contact: 79007124 / 78039524 
Email: shkkader@gmail.com 
 
Female looking for a part time job in 
accounts. Contact 97125362
 
Senior accountant, 18 yrs experi-
ence in accounts & finance along 
with 14 yrs experience in Oman 
seeking suitable replacement.Oman 
DL. Independently can handle ac-
counts upto finalization, tax returns 
etc. Contact 93653482
 
Indian male, 18 yrs experience upto 
finalization, tally, SAP, excel account-
ing. NOC & DL available seeks suit-
able position. #  97887472, 71206125
 
Indian Male Bcom MBA. 19 years 
experience in Finance, MIS,Audit, 
Budget, banking, Tax, Payroll, ERP 
(Orion, Tally, Sage, Epicor). NOC 
available. GSM 91190552. 

MEDICAL

managerdomestic help

Urgent Requirement for Indian AC 
Technicians with minimum experi-
ence of 5-10 years in maintenance 
of cassette, Ductable, package, AHU 
units.Email najeebairtech@gmail.
com.Contact : 99899028

services

matrimonial

Wanted for Pharmacy, B.Pharm 
with 2 yrs experience in Oman.
Contact 99471699 
 
New Polyclinic required GP Doc-
tors, Nurses, Lab Technician. Email 
hiringoman1234@gmail.com

Property Leasing Manager, send 
CV-vepsupervisor@gmail.com

SITUATION WANTEDservices

Accounting, VAT Implementation, 
Consulting, Advisory Services 
Contact: 99884291 / 99741875.  
VIPUL70@GMAIL.COM
 
Carpet Shampoo, marble & tile  
polishing, pest control & anti-
termite treatment, general cleaning 
painting, Plumbing, Electrical, shift-
ing. Contact Mundhir l-Rizaiqi trad-
ing. L.L.C # 24810137, 99450130

Manager Valuation , Civil Engineer, 
Foreman, Accountant  
Email hiringoman1234@gmail.com
 
We are looking for an experienced 
Stationary Salesman & Driver with 
Omani valid driving license. Send Cv 
bluestarnational@gmail.com. 
Contact 99468194, 24488120

Urgently required a fulltime 
Filipino Housemaid for an Omani 
family with good salary & ben-
efits. Interested person can call: 
98256531, 99107632 
 
Looking for experienced Srilankan 
housekeeper for a English family.
Contact 99888143

Urgently required a Tally Sales Ex-
ecutive with a minimum of 3 to 5yrs 
experience. Contact +968-92770324. 
Email: tallysales456@gmail.com 
Whatsapp  +91-9743546518
 
Smart, dynamic Sales Executive, 2-3 
years of outdoor sales for a reputed 
Tile & Cladding stone company.
Building material experience, Arabic 
knowledge, Oman Driving License 
preferred. Attractive package. Apply 
with photographs to salesjobds@
gmail.com or 00968-96986963. 

PURCHASE/PROCUREMENT

Accounting Manager/Chief Ac-
countant, 12 years’ experience 
in Oman-MIS-Budget- Planning-
Finalization-Tax Returns etc., Have 
NOC looking for suitable position - 
Contact 95570425 (Call/WhatsApp) 
 
Accountant, office administration.
Indian Male B.com + Diploma Oman 
Experience. Tally , Peachtree, QB 
, Tradeasy knowledge and have 
DL.Contact : 79841591Email : mur-
shidmuchi4513@gmail.com
 

Nair boy, BE/MBA Engineer, 27/167, 
working in Muscat. Star Makam 
invites suitable proposal. Contact 
96236014 
 
Kerala based Nair boy 45/175 
Star Aswathi, BDS, MDS, MFDS 
Dental doctor, divorce working 
in UK, suitable proposals invited. 
Contact 00968-99344106, 00417-
95423663, 0091-9207384572

Urgently wanted experienced 
Purchase manager/supervisor for 
a super market in Qurum. Contact 
91444677

Accountant (CA Inter) - Indian 
(male) with 10 years’ experience Ac-
counting. Oman DL. # 94450401.
 
BCom Graduate with DL & Experi-
ence looking for suitable placement.
Contact 92695069. 
Email: zameelpv@gmail.com 
 
MBA Finance 16+ Exp of Oman in 
Accounts up to finalization,looking 
for suitable senior position Contact: 
92383882
 
Indian Male, Senior Accountant 
over 16 years Oman experience in 
Accounts looking for a Job & have 
NOC. Contact: 95851920, 78258270
 
Indian male B.Com, tally 
experience,accounts upto finaliza-
tion with DL. Contact 94532610.
varghesekuttikattil@gmail.com 
 
Male accountant M.S finance, 7yrs 
gulf experience with Dl.Contact 
95318382. Email salmanriaz1988.
thumrait.int@gmail.com
 
Indian male 18+ yrs experience in  
finance,debt collection & credit,audit 
operation available for immediate 
joining. # 95500941, 78159940. 
Email tatabrezaziz@gmail.com 
 
Looking for Senior Accountant 
Position.Having 10 Years Experience, 
and DL also. Mob - 79202007 
 
Accountant Indian Male, 34 years 
old, 9 years of experience in finance, 
Looking for suitable job. # 9874 8634
 
Looking for Senior Accountant Po-
sition .Having 10 Years Experience, 
and DL also . Mob - 79202007
 
Sudanese 32 yrs,6 yrs experience in 
Oman in Accounting & Administra-
tive assistant. Contact 94050251.
email danygalaxy184@gmail.com

CARGO/logistics?

place your ad here
EMAIL: classifieds@timesofoman.com
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Job wanted

JOB WANTED

JOB WANTED

Sales / Marketing

PURCHASE/PROCUREMENT

MISCELLANOUS

Medical

driver

it

manager

ENGINEERADMIN/HR

Experienced driver with car, 
looking job in office/company for 
contract. Contact 79250786 
 
10 yrs experience driver looking 
job. Contact 91335595 
 
Looking for driving job. Contact 
96312087

CRM, ERP &MIS analyst, experi-
ence 5 yrs. Contact 71561266
 
Sudanese, Male, BSc with honors in 
Computer Science. 5 yrs Experience 
in IT support, Android apps Develop-
ment, ERB Systems, and systems 
management & Administration. 
Contact  96606209. 
Email Blackmode21@gmail.com 
 
IT graduate, Pakistani, looking for 
IT job. Contact 97444530. Email 
mdmesam@gmail.com 

Indian male graduate 14 years of 
experiences in Secretarial and office 
administration seeking a suitable 
position Mob- 99341481,  
mhd82ajaz@gmail.com 
 
Indian Female 7 years experience 
Exe. Secretary, Admin Asst, Project 
Asst, Collection Followup. Contact  
92243552 
 
Filipino male w/ release. , with 2 
years exp. in Philippines Admin, 
Data encoder and 4 years exp here 
in Oman Salesman, Merchandising 
Contact 97157688, email: markasla-
rona@yahoo.com 
 
Looking for job Document Control-
ler/Admin/Camp boss, 11 years 
experience. Contact 79245674
 
Smart Indian, Excellent English, 
Arabic speaker, 17years Oman expe-
rience in Airport Projects, Hospital, 
Media, EPC. Contact 99283938

Irani Civil engg +18 yrs experience in 
GCC, looking for job. Contact 79135430 
 
Electrical Engineer having 7 years 
of experience in construction sector 
in Oman in MEP, Data cabling, BMS 
works, ELV systems looking for oppor-
tunities. Contact: +968-96335725 
 
Indian male having diploma in 
mech engg & valid Oman DL have 
6 yrs experience in Oman Contact 
95645241
 
Civil Engineer, Indian female 
with 3 yrs experience in Oman, 28 
yrs old, looking for a suitable job 
in a construction Company. Oman 
DL, valid visa. Contact 99772710, 
99256371
 
Mechanical Engineer, 10 yrs exp 
with Oman DL,looking for sponsor/
position in MEP solar,Oil & Gas. 
Contact 79550976, +919446253959. 
Email afsalhyder@gmail.com
 
Senior Civil engineer with 12 yrs 
exp in government & private con-
struction projects,looking for a suit-
able position. Contact 95962450.
email solanki.ahmed@gmail.com 
 
B.E Civil Engineer having over all 
14 yrs Experience in building & 
Roads with consultant and contrac-
tor. NOC available immediate join-
ing. Contact 94011294. 
Email: adnanluky@gmail.com 
 
Planning Engineer, Indian 20 yrs 
experience in using Primavera P6 
for oil & gas, water pipeline & build-
ing, MEP works scheduling seek 
suitable senior position with release 
& Oman DL. # 92651105, 90643701 
reji_mathai@hotmail.com 
 
B.Tech ECE, experience of 5 yrs(3 
yrs in gulf & 2 yrs in India) seeks 
job. Can join immediately. Con-
tact 96878051185. Whats APP 
:+919809975212.  
Email  shinejcia@gmail.com
 
Electrical engineer, experience 12 
year in Oman seeks job. #98148034
 
B.E Civil Engineer having 10 yrs 
experience in Oman building & Oil 
& Gas having DL. Can join immedi-
ately. Contact 96455880 
 

MBA Marketing/HR, 5 years work-
ing experience in India . Experience 
in Sales, Marketing and operations. 
Contact +96896652549 
 
Expercienced outdoor sales rep 
having own visa & vehicle seeks a 
suitable placement in outdoor sales 
in Capital area til Seeb on salary or 
commission basis. Contact 71928724. 
email arscreens04@gmail.com
 
15 yrs exp in perfumes & cosmetics 
in GCC. DL holder. Contact 78399076, 
95868684 
 

Electrical Project Manager with 
10 Years Experience in (Primary 
& Distribution) Substations and 
Over head lines,Oman DL.Contact 
99022692 
 
Indian, Finance Manager 20Yrs 
Experience, Tradefinance - MIS 
- Budget - Planning - Auditing - 
Finalisation - Banking: 90473368, 
devan801@gmail.com
 
Indian with 13 yrs of Banking exp, 
worked as SME Relationship man-
ager in GCC with good knowledge in 
Trade finance,forex,compliance,loo
king for a suitable position,valid DL 
available.contact 72524421.email 
dreamzct2020@gmail.com

Indian Male 43.y.o seeking a suit-
able opportunity in medical centers 
for Admin/Mktg/Ops.Noc & D/L 
available. Contact 98274545
 
Lady G P. With M O H licence. Full 
or part-time, for Capital area only.
Contact 99470508 
 
Indian 30yrs, MSW [Medical & 
psychiatry) MSC Psychology,6 
yrs experience seeks job.Contact 
79308281,91 9207258008

Plumbing,painting maintenance 
works. Contact 96191837,98937266 
 
Electririan, plumber & A/C 
Service, L.Driver (D/L) Contact 
95308363

*Classified Advertisement space booking with text,
should be done till 12.00 noon for next day’s publication. 

* Subject to space availability

Sri Lanka male in Oman seeking a 
job as, procurement, store manager, 
operation & Administration, Degree, 
fluent in Supply Chain Management-
Oracle ERP. Contact 98878815
 
Indian male 12 years experience 
in purchase store management and 
Inventory looking for suitable job 
with NOC, Oman DL Gsm 97099785. 
Email rajakmani66@gmail.com 
 
Keralite, 31 yrs purchase assistant, 
10 yrs working experience in Oman, 
valid Oman DL. Looking for suitable 
jobs. Contact 98615731  
Email sanalk73@gmail.com

Safety officer (engineer), two years 
experience in Oil field in Oman, ne-
bosh IGC, valid D.L. # 79318246
 
Planning Engineer: Pakistani 
National with BE Civil, 13 years of 
experience including 8 years in 
Oman in Project Planning, Schedul-
ing and Delay Analysis looking for 
a suitable position. Local transfer - 
NOC, Contact: 97018909.
 
HVAC Technican cum Supervisor, 
chiller plant coldroom all refrigra-
tion system, VRF system, 30 yrs 
experience DL holder # 79816271. 
Email mohandaskd@gmail.com 
 
Mechanical Engineer (B.E) with 
7+ yrs exp in MEP projects,Oil&Gas 
piping projects.NOc & Oman DL 
available. Contact 91293770. email 
jebilk212@gmail.com
 
Senior civil engineer with over 
10 yrs experience on high end 
projects(RE) Contact 78270396 
 
Electrical Engineer B.Tech, 15 
years exp in Oman seeks job. NOC 
and Release available. # 92254336 
Email ameen1667@gmail.com

Indian 22/male, Computer Science 
graduate from SRM University is look-
ing for an immediate placement in 
any available field, Contact 95495877, 
nikhileshlalam@gmail.com 
 
Arabic/English speaking Civil en-
gineer, 5 yrs experience in Projects 
coordination, preparing submittals 
& engineering software, resident & 
have valid DL. Contact 95432250

dining

13 years exp in sales, marketing and 
distribution management. Indian 
male, MBA, DL. Contact 78097687
 
Indian with 16years experience 
in sales and marketing with valid 
Oman DL, looking for opportunities 
Contact 79685337 
 

6 years experienced Sales officer 
looking for the suitable job. Valid 
Omani driving license available.
Contact 98424254 
 
20 yrs experience in Sales & Mar-
keting of Central Air Conditioning & 
Structural steel etc. 
Contact 968-95950370 

Looking for SalesManager posi-
tion having 12 yrs experience in 
FMCG/It/Media/oilfield. DL. Contact 
90174597
 
Sales/office driver, 15 yrs experi-
ence with DL & NOC.Muscat Area.
Contact 79758863
 
Indian/female (28)/MBA, 6+ years’ 
experience in digital marketing and 
business development with valid 
Oman D/L. available for immediate 
joining. Contact: 97210952
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Mercedes-Benz’s Certified Pre-Owned 
cars offer something for every driver

MUSCAT: Owning a Mercedes-
Benz is one New Year’s resolution 
drivers can make happen with 
Mercedes-Benz Oman’s Certifi ed 
Pre-Owned cars. 

With a line-up of the most 
sought-after cars at competi-
tive prices, customers are sure 
to fi nd a model that suits them. 
Included in this New Year’s selec-
tion of cars is an A200 (the model 
year 2019) from OMR11,995, 
a C200 (the model year 2020) 
from OMR16,495, and an E200 
(the model year 2019) from 
OMR17,495. For those looking for 
more power, a Mercedes-AMG 
GLC 43 (the model year 2019) is 
available from OMR23,995 as well 
as a GLS 500 4MATIC (the model 
year 2017) from OMR26,995. 
Combining aff ordability with the 
highest quality standards of care, 
all Certifi ed Pre-Owned car prices 
are valid until March 31, 2021.

“A car is an important invest-
ment. Our Certifi ed Pre-Owned 
cars off er the latest in advanced 

technology, premium materials 
and features, not to mention the 
highest performance,” said Shaun 
Michael, Chief Executive Offi  cer 
at Mercedes-Benz Oman. “We are 
starting the year on a high note 
with some of our most wanted 
models and are confi dent that our 
customers will fi nd what they are 
looking for, from great-value vehi-
cles to excellent customer care and 
above all, a reliable service.” 

All Certifi ed Pre-Owned cars 
have been maintained to the high-
est standards of care and service. 
The athletic and attention-grab-
bing A200 is available in Polar 
White with ARTICO man-made 
leather in Black (the model year 
2019, 18,615km) from OMR 
11,995, while the elegant and com-
pact C 200 in Polar White with 
ARTICO man-made leather in 
Saddle Brown (the model year 

2020, 4,399km) is available from 
OMR16,495. 

The spacious and intelligent 
E200is also included in the line-up, 
coming in Selenite Grey with leath-
er in Nut Brown (the model year 
2019, 18,558km) from OMR17,495. 
For those looking for an SUV ex-
perience, the sleek and innovative 
Mercedes-AMG GLC 43 is up for 
grabs in Designo Hyacinth Red 
with leather in Saddle Brown (the 

model year 2019, 2,132km) from 
OMR23,995, while an iconic GLS 
500 4MATIC in Obsidian Black 
with leather in Silk Ginger Beige 
(the model year 2017, 26,995) from 
OMR17,945 is also available. 

With the assurance of an exhaus-
tive certifi cation process and 24-
hour Roadside Assistance (selected 
vehicles only), every Certifi ed Pre-
Owned Mercedes-Benz now comes 
with a minimum one-year warran-

ty and a full-service history. Service 
packages and fi nance options are 
also available upon request. 

Ensuring vehicles enjoy the 
highest standard of mechanical, 
electrical, comfort, and safety 
conditions, all vehicles undergo a 
multi-point inspection by special-
ist Mercedes-Benz technicians 
following which only certifi ed cars 
are displayed at the Mercedes-
Benz Oman authorised dealership.

With a line-up of the 

most sought-after 

cars at competitive 

prices, customers are 

sure to fi nd a model 

that suits them
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MHD opens new MG 
showroom in Sur

MUSCAT: Mohsin Haider Dar-
wish (MHD), the offi  cial distribu-
tor of MG Motor in the Sultanate 
recently celebrated the opening 
of its new showroom in Sur. The 
state-of-the-art showroom, blends 
convenience, ease of use and best-
in-class facilities.

The showroom’s VIP launch 
event took place on January 11 un-
der the auspices of Dr Yahya bin 
Badr bin Malik Al-Ma’awali, Gov-
ernor of South Al Sharqiyah and 
was presided over by Areej Moh-
sin Haider Darwish, Chairperson 
MHD ACERE, Mohsin Hani Al 
Bahrani, CEO of MHD ACERE 
Division. Also, in attendance, were 
many highnesses and excellencies, 
as well as senior management and 
executives from MHD.

Commenting on the opening of 
the new showroom in Sur, Mohsin 
Al Bahrani, CEO MHD ACERE, 
“We are delighted to offi  cially be 
opening our fi rst showroom here 

in Sur – refl ecting the continuing 
growth and expansion of our MG 
Motor business here in the Sultan-
ate. In recent months MG Motor 
has become an increasingly popu-
lar brand in Oman, as more and 
more members of the motoring 
public recognise its world-class 
engineering, build quality, power 
and style that are off ered across di-
verse models at aff ordable prices. 
We have in fact seen people from 
diff erent walks of life getting at-
tracted to the MG brand; not just in 
the capital area of Muscat, but also 
in other regions of the Sultanate.”

“Looking ahead to 2021, our stra-
tegic focus will be centred on cus-
tomer experience and providing a 
fi rst-class aftersales experience. 
We also plan to introduce new MG 

models, maintaining our reputa-
tion for being at the forefront of the 
automotive industry when it comes 
to the latest models with techno-
logically advanced features.”

The line-up that will be dis-
played at the Sur showroom, in-
clude all of MG Motor’s best-sell-
ing cars including the enormously 
successful ZST, that have already 
proven extremely popular follow-
ing its launch in October last year.

MG is a British-born automotive 
brand established in 1924, known 
for its historic models, awards and 
achievements throughout the past 
96 years. MG was founded by Wil-
liam Morris and Cecil Kimbers 
and has the oldest car club in the 
automotive industry. Best known 
for its two-seat open sports cars, 

MG also produced saloons and 
coupes. Since it acquired MG, 
SAIC MOTOR, as a Global Top 500 
company, has opened a new chap-
ter for this British icon. MG will 
explore new avenues in the future.

Bringing to Oman reputed auto 
brands from around the world, 
Mohsin Haider Darwish’s (MHD)-
LLC, Automotive Division has 
been a well-established name in 
its sector. Complementing its ex-
tensive line-up of few of the most 
popular automotive brands, MHD 
has been respected for its excellent 
after-sales service and its keen 
focus on customer care. MG Mo-
tor is a popular name in the MHD 
LLC folio, has been accepted in the 
market as one of the best value-
for-money.

The line-up that 

will be displayed at 

the Sur showroom, 

include all of MG 

Motor’s best-selling 

cars including 

the enormously 

successful ZST, that 

have already proven 

extremely popular 

following its launch 

in October last year

Kia presents its 

new brand purpose 

and future strategy

DUBAI: Kia has announced new 
details of its new brand purpose 
and ambitions for the future dur-
ing a digital showcase event. Sup-
ported by a new brand slogan, 
‘Movement that inspires’, Kia 
revealed new details of a strategy 
which will see the company go 
beyond vehicle manufacturing to 
create sustainable mobility solu-
tions for customers.

Signalling the brand breaking 
away from its traditional manu-
facturing-driven business model, 
Kia has announced a new corpo-
rate name. Removing the ‘Mo-
tors’ from its name (previously 
‘Kia Motors Corporation’), Kia 
will expand into new and emerg-
ing business areas by creating in-
novative mobility products and 
services to improve customers’ 
daily lives.

Ho Sung Song, President and 
CEO of Kia Corporation, com-
mented, “At Kia, we believe that 
transportation, mobility, and 
movement represent a human 
right. Our vision is to create sus-
tainable mobility solutions for 
consumers, communities, and so-
cieties globally. Today we start put-
ting this vision into action with the 
launch of our new brand purpose 
and strategy for the future.”

Kia’s new brand slogan, ‘Move-
ment that inspires’, is introduced 
today at the heart of a brand mani-
festo which refl ects Kia’s new 
purpose of inspiring consumers 
through products and services, and 

their experiences with the brand.
Kia’s new brand purpose em-

phasises that movement is at the 
genesis of human development. 
Movement enables people to see 
new places, to meet new people, 
and to have new experiences. This 
connection is the essence of Kia’s 
new brand – to enable human 
progress by providing innovative 
in-car spaces, exciting new prod-
ucts, and meaningful, convenient 
services that inspire customers 
and free up time for the activities 
that they enjoy the most.

Artur Martins, Senior Vice 
President, Head of Global Brand 
& Customer Experience at Kia, 
said, “Movement has always been 
at the heart of our brand, and 
moving people at the core of our 
business. Movement helps hu-
mankind to constantly progress, 
improve, and evolve. That is why 
at Kia we believe that movement 
inspires ideas.”

Kia has been in the ‘movement’ 
industry for more than 75 years, 
and the company went on to cre-
ate Korea’s fi rst domestic bicy-
cles and to manufacture motor-
cycles and delivery trucks. Today, 
Kia is one of the biggest automak-
ers globally, providing high-value 
passenger vehicles to millions of 
people around the world. 

Under its new brand purpose, 
Kia will meet changing custom-
er expectations about how they 
move, and how their movement 
impacts the world around them. 

‘ M O V E M E N T  T H A T  I N S P I R E S ’ 

BankDhofar conducts year-end grand 
prize draw of savings account scheme
MUSCAT: Demonstrating its 
keenness to stay connected with 
customers, BankDhofar recently 
organised Al Riadah Priority 
Banking Services gathering. 

BankDhofar applied the pre-
ventive measures to avoid the 
widespread of COVID-19. As 
part of the event, BankDhofar 
conducted the year-end grand 
prize draw of the savings account 
scheme 2020. The draw saw two 
Al Riadah Priority Banking win-
ners of valuable cash prize worth 
OMR 250,000 each. 

The event was attended by 
Al Riadah customers, whereas 
representing the bank and wel-
coming prestige customers were 
BankDhofar Al Riadah team and 
executive team members. 

On the gathering, Dr Tariq Taha, 
Chief Retail Banking Offi  cer at 
BankDhofar said, “This gathering 
is an opportunity for us to interact 
with our customers directly and 
hear from them. At BankDhofar, 
we have always been committed 
to designing tailor-made products, 
services and fi nancial solutions for 
our customers. We are always open 
for their feedback and suggestions, 
which help us elevate the level of 
our services and products.”

Congratulating the winners, Dr 
Tariq added, “I would like to con-
gratulate the two lucky winners of 
the grand prize draw, and all the 
winners throughout the year. The 
scheme saw large popularity this 

year, as we introduced new draw 
categories, in which we provided 
the chance to win for all family 
members be it children, youth or 
ladies. Our main aim of the Sav-
ings Account Scheme is to en-
courage our customer to save, and 
we reward them for that.”

Al Riadah Priority Banking 
provides a unique range of bank-
ing products and services that are 
tailored to suit the unique lifestyle 
of priority customers, ranging 
from personalized cheque book, 
exclusive Al Riadah card, includ-
ing; Visa Infi nite Debit Card, Visa 

Signature Debit Card, Visa Infi -
nite Credit Card, and MasterCard 
Platinum Credit Card. Custom-
ers can enjoy exceptional times 
at restaurants, shops, as well as 
procurement protection, extended 
warranty, access to airport lounges 
around the world, travel insurance 
for cardholders and their fami-
lies, in addition to other exclusive 
services. BankDhofar has tailor-
made fi nancing solutions to meet 
the needs of its priority banking 
customers with low insurance fees 
and simple and fast procedures. 
The bank also provides deposit 

accounts at competitive interest 
rates and low insurance fees. Al Ri-
adah customers may benefi t from 
the distinct monthly interest rate 
of the Savings Account, and get the 
chance to win in the special draws 
for Al Riadah segment.

BankDhofar has dedicated Al 
Riadah counters in most BankD-
hofar branches and established 
specialised Al Riadah centres that 
provide a private and unique expe-
rience in Muscat (Muscat Grand 
Mall, Mall of Muscat, and Royal 
Opera House), Batinah - North 
(Sohar), and Dhofar (Salalah).

A L  R I A D A H  P R I O R I T Y  B A N K I N G



https://changanoman.com/cs75


https://bookings.dhofarautomotive.com/en/online-enquiry
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