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WEDNESDAY

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN GREETS 
PRESIDENT OF ARMENIA

HM THE SULTAN GREETS 
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF BELIZE

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to President 
Vahagn Khachaturyan of the Republic of 
Armenia on his country’s Independence 
Anniversary. In the cable, His Majesty the 
Sultan expressed his sincere sentiments and 
best wishes to President Khachaturyan. His 
Majesty also wished the people of Armenia 
further progress and prosperity. - ONA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable of 
greetings to Froyla Tzalam, Governor 
General of Belize on her country’s 
Independence Anniversary. In the cable, 
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his 
heartfelt sentiments and best wishes to 
Governor General Froyla and the people 
of her country. - ONA

A BIRD OVER THE SEA
BELARAB BIN HAITHAM AWARD FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

MUTTRAH SQUARE PROJECT TO BECOME ICONIC LANDMARK IN OMAN

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In implementation 
of the Royal orders of His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik 
instructing Muscat Municipal-
ity to carry out Maidan Muttrah 
(Muttrah Square) project, which 
won fi rst place in the Belarab bin 
Haitham Award for Architectural 
Design, a ceremony was held un-

der the auspices of Sayyid Saud 
Hilal Al Busaidi, Governor of 
Muscat, to hand over the project.

The project’s handing-over 
memorandum was signed at Al 
Wahat Club yesterday with Mus-
cat Municipality.

The gesture seeks to utilise 
youth talent to portray Omani civ-
ilisation landmarks as facilities 
that serve all segments of society, 

while at the same time lending 
an aesthetic touch to the selected 
sites. The project seeks to boost 
the beauty of Muttrah, with an 
iconic bridge taking centre stage 
in the city square encompassing a 
variety of facilities.

The project envisages stream-
lined approach catering to the 
needs of all segments of society, 
including people with disabilities.

Its aesthetic outlook features 
green and aquatic spaces and a 
garden of sculptures.

The project features an iconic 
curved, angled bridge over the wa-
terfront of the Muttrah Corniche 
that is inspired by the sword of 
Imam Al Salt bin Malik.

Designed in a way to replicate 
the fl ight of birds over the sea, the 
bridge also acts as a frame through 
which some of Muttrah’s most 
iconic landmarks can be seen.

 The Maidan Muttrah project 
also includes displays that show 
the interplay between light and 
water, giving an amazing visual 
experience for the people.

The bridge surrounds a multi-
use plaza that includes a dancing 
fountain, retail stores and cafes 
and restaurants. The function 
was attended by Sayyid Said Sul-
tan Al Busaidi, Undersecretary of 
Culture, who also heads the Prize 
Committee, and Ahmed Moham-
med Al Humaidi, Chairman of 
Muscat Municipality.

Muscat Municipality 

has been assigned 

the task to carry out 

Maidan Muttrah 

(Muttrah Square) 

project

OMAN
OMR5.6 million pact 
to set up fuel stations

1
The Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Planning signed 
30 usufruct pacts  for the 

establishment of integrated fuel 
stations with an investment of 
OMR5,600,000. >A2

WORLD
Myanmar helicopter 
attack kills many

2
Government helicopters 
attacked a school and a 
village in Myanmar, killing 

over a dozen people, including at 
least six children. >A6

MARKET
Domestic sales of 
refineries up 16.8%

3
The total domestic sales 
of refi neries in Oman rose 
16.8% at the end of July 

2022, compared to the same 
period in 2021, according to new  
NCSI. >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

A3Sultanate takes 
key steps to  save 
endangered 
vultures
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OMR5.6mn pact signed 

to establish fuel stations
Times News Service

MUSCAT:  The Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Planning 
signed 30 usufruct agreements on 
Tuesday for the establishment of 
integrated fuel stations.

With an investment of 
OMR5,600,000, the area of the 
fuel sttaions range from 2,500 
square metres to more than 5,000 
square metres and the total area is 
101,842 square metres. 

This comes within the Minis-
try of Housing and Urban Plan-
ning initiatives in achieving fi -
nancial sustainability, attracting 
investment, enhancing govern-
ment revenues, stimulating com-
mercial movement and encourag-
ing local investment.

The agreements were signed by 
Eng. Hamad bin Ali Al Nazwani, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Housing, and Urban Planning 
for Housing and representatives 
of fuel stations, in the presence 
of Dr. Saleh bin Saeed Al Masn, 

Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry and 
Investment Promotion for Trade 
and Industry.

Furthermore, the ministry al-
located sites for the establish-
ment of  seven fuel stations in 
South Al Sharqiyah Governorate, 
six fuel stations in Dhofar Gover-
norate, six fuel stations in North 
Al Sharqiyah Governorate, four 
fuel stations in Al Dakhiliyah 
Governorate, three fuel stations 
in Muscat Governorate, two fuel 

stations in Al DhahirahGoverno-
rate, in addition to the allocation 
of sites for the establishment 
of one fuel station in each of  Al 
Buraimi and South Al Batinah 
Governorates.

The allocation of these sites 
comes within the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Planning 
approach, which is working on 
a new mechanism to ensure the 
maximum benefi t from the allo-
cated investment sites, including 
the integrated fuel stations. 

M I N I S T R Y  O F  H O U S I N G  A N D  U R B A N  P L A N N I N G

Defence Ministry Secretary 

General meets Chief of 

Staff  of Pakistan’s Navy

MUSCAT: Dr. Mohammed 
Nasser Al Za’abi, Secretary Gen-
eral at the Ministry of Defence 
received Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi, Chief of Staff  
of Pakistan’s Navy in his offi  ce at 
Al Murtafa’a Garrison yesterday.

The two sides reviewed the 
relations between the two coun-
tries and exchanged views on 
some matters of mutual interest.

The meeting was attended by 
Rear Admiral Saif Nasser Al Rah-
bi, Commander of the Royal Navy 
of Oman (RNO) and the Military 
attaché of Pakistan’s embassy at 
Muscat.

Rear Admiral Saif Nasser Al 
Rahbi, Commander of the Royal 
Navy of Oman (RNO) received 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad 

Khan Niazi, Chief of Staff  of Paki-
stan’s Navy.

The two sides exchanged views 
on several matters of common 
interest.

The meeting was attended by 
Commodore Tarik Issa Al Raisi, 
RNO Senior Staff  Offi  cer, Com-
modore Ali Mohammed Al Hosni, 
Director of Administration and 
Human Resources, and the Mili-
tary attaché of Pakistan’s embas-
sy at Muscat.

SAF Chief of Staff 
Vice Admiral Abdullah Khamis 
Al Raisi, Chief of Staff  of the Sul-
tan’s Armed Forces (SAF) also 
met Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi, Chief of Staff  of Paki-
stan’s Navy. -ONA

M E E T I N G S

Adventure tourism forum

His Majesty sends 

greetings to Malta

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism, Oman Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre, 
Omran Group and Visit Oman 
platform will organise “Oman 
Tourism Forum” on 27 Septem-
ber 2022. The two-day forum is 
specialised in adventure tourism.

Organising this forum comes 
to focus on best practices in the 
fi eld of adventure tourism and 
the most prominent initiatives 
implemented to improve the ef-
forts of the Sultanate of Oman in 
this fi eld.

In this year’s edition, the forum 
will address adventure tourism 
and the extent of its contribution 
to local tourism. It will also high-
light tourist attractions in the 
Sultanate as the country enjoys 

geographical and biological diver-
sity being mountain ranges, caves, 
valleys, plains, deserts, rocky hills 
and coastal beaches. Thus, Oman 
renowned to be an attractive 
tourist destination for tourists 
throughout the year.

The forum also aims to review 
attractions available in adventure 
tourism, in addition to the role of 

various adventure activities in 
highlighting the Sultanate as a 
unique tourist destination at the 
regional and global levels. The 
move aims to enhance the tour-
ism movement in various gover-
norates of Oman, particularly for 
adventurous tourists and those 
interested in this type of tourism 
from around the world. -ONA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a 
cable of greetings to President 
George Vella of the Republic of 
Malta on his country’s Inde-
pendence Anniversary.

Best wishes 
In the cable, His Majesty the 
Sultan expressed his sincere 
sentiments and best wishes to 
President Vella and the people 
of his country.-ONA

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S

C A B L E

Rain in wilayats
MUSCAT: Some wilayats of the 
Sultanate of Oman witnessed rain 
of varying intensity on Tuesday, 
according to Oman Meteorol-
ogy. The Al Hajar Mountains wit-
nessed rainfall of varying inten-
sity, accompanied by active winds 
and hail in some areas. The most 
prominent areas that witnessed 
rain are:  Wilayat of Mudhaibi, 
Wilayat of Ibri, Wilayat of Mahda 
and Wilayat of Al Hamra. 

W E A T H E R
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Apollo Super Specialty Hospital, Al Hail introduces 

state-of-the-art Women and Child  Centre in Oman

THE DEDICATED woman 
and child centre is an exclusive 
unit within the multi-speciality 
hospital.  The dedicated service 
line  with  multi-speciality sup-
port can become an indispensa-
ble entity for expecting mothers 
and can prove to be a life-sav-
iour for both the mother and 
the child’s care at all stages and 
beyond. V.T. Saileswaran, Man-
aging Director, stated that  ‘we 
at Apollo wanted every mother 
and child in the Sultanate to 
have exclusive access to world-
class healthcare. They should 
feel special like how they de-
fine every family. We have also 
considered that the aspects of 
women’s wellbeing and chil-
dren’s wellbeing are unique, 
and we should address it with 
a dedicated unit and a specially 
trained team.’ The Apollo Wom-
en & Child unit is fully staffed 
by senior doctors from Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology, has foetal 
medicine, neonatal care, and 

paediatric care specialists and 
offering 24/7 services. The unit 
also has state-of-the-art PICU 
and Neo Natal care.

 Distinguished Guest Tour:
The Apollo Women & Child Unit 
recently had the privilege of or-
ganising a welcome tour for two 
eminent women who have made 
us all proud in Oman. Her High-
ness Sayyida Hujaija Al Said, 
Chairperson of the Oman As-
sociation for Children with Dis-
abilities, during her visit, inter-
acted with the fi rst mother from 
Apollo Women & Child Centre, 
at Al Hail. She complimented the 
Apollo Super Speciality team for 
this exclusive service life. The 
unit also had Captain Maha Al 
Balushi, a pioneer lady pilot of 
Oman, who addressed the team 
and reiterated the importance 
of such an exclusive service line 
for women and children. She also 
spoke about the ever-increasing 
role of women in society.

A Scenic Experience. 
The Women & Child Unit has the 
entire gynaecology and paediat-
rics for both the inpatients and 
outpatients under one roof on the 
same fl oor. The Women and Child 
Centre is equipped with extremely 
spacious birthing suites in an am-
bience of care, comfort, and pleas-
antness. The signature suites are 
further enhanced by a sea view, 
as the expectant mothers wait for 
the new dawn in their lives. The 
comfort of home with options to 
customise, is what makes this unit 
truly special. Needless to say with 
utmost clinical safety.  

The Lead Clinicians
The doctors’ team consists of 
Dr. Vandana Pandit, Senior 
Consultant OB-GYN, with over 
two and a half decades of gov-
ernment service experience, Dr. 
Ali Al Jabri, Senior Consultant 
Paediatric Neonatologist, Dr. 
Mahalakshmi Baskaran, OB-
GYN Specialist, Dr. Roula Osa-

ma Almahayni OB-GYN Spe-
cialist, Dr. Shakeel Moinuddin, 
Specialist Paediatrician and Dr. 
Jayapriya Sudhakar, Specialist 
Paediatrician.  There is also on-
cology care, which is entrusted 
to Dr. Khadra Galaal Gynaeco-
logical Oncology. 

The Super Speciality 
Bandwidth 
The Women & Child Centre of 
Apollo Super Speciality gets 
the additional benefi t of being 
part of a multi-speciality hos-
pital, off ering preventive health 
to tertiary level care. ‘We defi -
nitely understand the chang-
ing landscape and challenges 
in healthcare. Our eff orts are to 
provide the best of care across 
all major super speciality and 
sub-speciality spaces under one 
roof and we want to make the 
Sultanate of Oman a preferred 
medical destination in this part 
of the world’ V. T. Saileswaran 
remarked.

M U L T I - S P E C I A L T Y  H O S P I T A L

Sultanate takes key steps to  
save endangered vultures
Times News Service

MUSCAT:  The Environment 
Society of Oman, in collaboration 
with the Environment Author-
ity, recently hosted international 
vulture experts, together with key 
stakeholders across Oman to dis-
cuss vulture and raptor-focused 
conservation within the Sultan-
ate. 16 of the 23 species of vultures 
found worldwide are at risk of ex-
tinction, and Oman is a stronghold 
for two of them, which presents 
the opportunity to take important 
steps to support their survival.  

74 participants, representing 
over 19 diff erent organizations 
(Government and non-govern-
ment) came together to learn 
about the important vulture re-
search ESO, the Environment 
Authority and other stakehold-
ers have been undertaking and 
to explore the role that Oman can 
play in the conservation of this 
endangered species. Throughout 
the workshop, rangers and staff  
from the Environment Author-
ity, representing the various vul-
ture breeding habitats, were able 
to learn about the importance of 
vultures to our ecosystem, and 
made aware of the level of in-
ternational attention Oman re-
ceives from the global conserva-
tion community for the survival 
of the species. 

Presentations from inter-
national vulture experts, Dr. 
Michael McGrady, Director of 

International Avian Research, 
André Botha,co-chair of the 
IUCN Vulture Specialist Group, 
and Dr. Umberto Gallo Orsi, Pro-
gramme Offi  cer of Convention on 
Migratory Species Raptors MoU, 
highlighted the international sig-
nifi cance of vultures, the existing 
global and regional conservation 
frameworks and provided an 
overview of threats to all species 
in Oman, including poisoning, 
collision and a decline in food and 
habitat availability.

Dr Michael McGrady, Director, 
International Avian Research, said, 
“There is a need for cross-cutting 
conservation actions to address 
the problems our native species are 
facing. The fi rst step is to increase 
our knowledge and understanding 
of the current situation”. 

Saleh Al Saadi, Director of 
Biodiversity at the Environment 
Authority added, “This workshop 

is part of the process for raising 
awareness and developing a long-
term strategy for conservation ac-
tion and working together to pro-
vide a safe environment to protect 
endangered species in Oman.”

After the workshop, four Lap-
pet-faced vultures were ringed, 
fi tted with satellite tags and re-
leased back into the wild at Al Sa-
reen Nature Reserve. The released 
vultures will be closely monitored 
to observe their movements and 
behaviour to ensure they success-
fully reacclimatise to the wild. 

Suaad Al Harthi, Executive 
Director of ESO, said, “Releas-
ing wild species into the wild is 
always linked to a high level of 
uncertainty, especially if they 
have been kept in captivity for 
a long time. If they successfully 
adapt back into the wild, the four 
vultures will contribute to the re-
plenishment of the species.” 

C O N S E R V A T I O N

ENDANGERED: 16 of the 23 species of vultures found worldwide 

are at risk of extinction, and Oman is home to two of them.

Oman, Uzbekistan 

review relations
MUSCAT: The 7th round of talks 
between the foreign ministries of 
the Sultanate of Oman and the Re-
public of Uzbekistan was held on 
Tuesday.

Enhance ties
The session reviewed bilateral re-
lations and affi  rmed the keenness 
of both countries in enhancing 
those relations in various fi elds.

The two sides also exchanged 
views on various regional and in-
ternational matters of common 
interest.

During the session, the Omani 
side was headed by Sheikh Khalifa 

Ali Al Harthy, Undersecretary of 
the Foreign Ministry for Diplo-
matic Aff airs, while the Uzbek 
side was headed by Furkat Ahme-
dovich, Deputy Foreign Minister. 

         -ONA

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S
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AL WUQBAH village in the 
Wilayat of Yanqul is one of the 
many beautiful villages in the 
wilayat. It is situated about 38 
kilometres away from the centre 
of the wilayat. It is located be-
tween majestic mountains within 
the Western Al Hajar Mountains 
range. It is a mountainous village 
that links the Governorate of Ad 
Dhahirah with several other gov-
ernorates and the Sohar Industri-
al Port, along with some wilayats, 
villages and regions.

Al Wuqbah is also character-
ised by many heritage sites and 
cultural landmarks, such as old 
houses, which are still proud to 
this day about their beauty and 
the craftsmanship of their mar-
vellous Omani architecture. 
The old neighbourhood in the 
highlands of Al Wuqbah  is also 
an eyewitness to the history 
and culture of the town, which 
tells part of the history of the 
region through engineering, 

construction and design.
The village is famous for grow-

ing many trees and crops, includ-
ing palm trees, and seasonal crops, 
such as oranges, mangoes, apples, 
melons, cherries, strawberries, 
pomegranates and grapes. Farm-
ers in the Al Wuqbah also grow 
citrus fruits and vegetables, such 
as tomatoes, cucumbers, black 
pepper, wheat, barley, lettuce, 
parsley, garlic, onions, squash, 
and other species. Al Wuqbah is 
also famous for several afl aj or 
traditional irrigation systems or 
water channels, which irrigate or-
chards and crops in the town.

Yanqul

Document attestation services launched at Oman Post checkpoints

MUSCAT: Acting in cooperation 
with Oman Post, the Foreign Min-
istry on Tuesday launched docu-
ment attestation services in diff er-
ent governorates of Oman.

Mohammed Nasser Al Wahai-
bi, Undersecretary for Admin-
istrative and Financial Aff airs, 
told Oman News Agency (ONA) 
that the project starts at Oman 
Post headquarters at the Airport 
Heights, Governorate of Muscat, 
and will later be generalised in 
all Oman Post branches in other 
governorates.

The services include attesting 
educational certifi cates, medical 
certifi cates, certifi cates of cor-
porate project plans, certifi cates 
on military equipment usage and 
death certifi cates, as well as at-

testation of agencies, contracts, 
commercial invoices and con-
tracts and civil certifi cates, Al 
Wahaibi added.

The benefi ciaries can complete 

consular procedures by ratifying 
documents related to other gov-
ernment or private agencies, in ad-
dition to services of embassies ac-
credited in Oman, said Al Wahaibi.

This will save time and eff orts, 
he explained, noting that Oman 
Post offi  ces will apply certain 
charges against these services, 
he added.

He said that the Foreign Minis-
try and Oman Post have an under-
standing about service rendered 
to benefi ciaries wishing to avail 
quality, value-added transac-
tions through the “Door-to-Door 
System” (without having to visit 
Oman Post branches) or fi nalize 
some transactions related to em-
bassies in Oman.

Quality services
Al Wahaibi said that these ad-
ditional and quality services will 
be off ered at competitive prices 
upon the request of the benefi ciar-
ies. The value of the fees charged 
against consular services at the 
Foreign Ministry will remain un-
changed, he affi  rmed.

The ministry’s offi  ces will re-

main available during the transi-
tional phase for one full year from 
the start of the authentication ser-
vices to evaluate the experience 
and address any issues that may 
arise or tackle aspects that may re-
quire a change in procedures.

Al Wahaibi spoke about another 
partnership with the Public Es-
tablishment for Industrial Estates 
(Madayn). 

The Foreign Ministry will con-
tinue to provide authentication/
certifi cation services for com-
panies and investors within the 
borders of industrial estates in dif-
ferent wilayats of Oman, with the 
prime aim of streamlining proce-
dures and enhancing investment 
in Oman. 

-ONA

F O R E I G N  M I N I S T R Y

A quaint village in
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The Internal Tender Committee at the Ministry of Interior 
announces the following tenders: 

Tender 
No. Tender Description Grade

Last date for 
obtainment 
of tender 

documents

Last date 
of bid 

submission

Tender 
Document’s 

fee

25/2022 
Cleaning works for Al Khuwair 

Hospitality Building and Al Wattayah 
Building for the year 2023

First Grade 27/09/2022 16/10/2022 RO 25/-

26/2022 

Cleaning works for the Ministry’s 

and the Ministry’s warehouses in 
Ghala for the year 2023

Grade 28/09/2022 16/10/2022 RO 25/-

27/2022 and the split unit in the Ministry’s 

year 2023

Third and 
Forth Grades

28/09/2022 16/10/2022 RO 25/-

28/2022 

Cleaning works for the Ministry 

year 2023
Grade 27/09/2022 16/10/2022 RO 25/-

29/2022 Third and 
Forth Grades

28/09/2022 16/10/2022 RO 25/-

30/2022 
and irrigation of the gardens in the 

Third and 
Forth Grades

03/10/2022 16/10/2022 RO 25/-

https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om 

Elderly people enjoy special 
status in the Omani society
GENEVA: The Sultanate of 
Oman welcomed the report of the 
Human Rights Council’s expert 
tasked with monitoring the rights 
of elderly people worldwide.

First Secretary Sarah Abdullah 
Al Balushi, member of the Omani 
Permanent Mission at the United 
Nations (UN) in Geneva, said in a 
speech before the Human Rights 
Council that the elderly enjoy 
special status in Omani soci-
ety, since they constitute the core 
component of families, as well as 
the community’s innate social, 
cultural and religious repertory.

She pointed out that the family 
care model in Oman stems from 
deep-rooted values enshrined 
in Arab and Islamic culture em-
braced by generations of citizens.

Omani government exerted 
extensive eff orts to provide nec-
essary support for elderly people 
who lack relatives. 

It provided social, health, psy-

chological care and entertain-
ment through programme off ered 
by the Social Care Home, said Sa-
rah Al Balushi.

She said that these services 
are provided within the context 
of the National Geriatric Care 
Programme conducted in co-

operation with the Ministry of 
Health and Omani Association 
for Elderly Friends. The Omani 
offi  cial touched on aspects of co-
operation with the Human Rights 
Council, which, she said, provides 
training for caretakers attending 
the elderly. -ONA

U N

ADDRESS IN UN: First Secretary Sarah Abdullah Al Balushi, 

member of the Omani Permanent Mission at the United Nations 

(UN) in Geneva. -ONA

Oman-Norway Business Forum 

eyes trade, investment relations

MUSCAT: Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI) 
organised the Oman-Norway 
Business Forum on Tuesday. Pre-
sent at the forum were Omani and 
Norwegian businessmen.

The forum aimed at exploring 
trade and investment relations 
between the two countries. It also 
discussed establishing trade part-
nerships among businessmen in 
both countries.

Volume of trade
The forum also focused on aug-
menting the volume of trade ex-
change in general, as well as laying 
emphasis on oil and gas sectors, 
and energy solutions in particular.

Visual presentations were given 
during the forum covering diverse 
opportunities and potentials of 
both countries.

Economic relations
Oman Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry  reviewed economic rela-
tions between the two sides. It also 
underscored the importance of 
promoting rates of trade exchange. 
The volume of trade exchange 
surpassed OMR5.6 million during 
2021 compared to OMR3 million 
in 2020.

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promotion 

also reviewed “Invest in Oman” 
service. The Public Authority for 
Special Economic Zones and Free 
Zones also gave a presentation 
highlighting opportunities availa-
ble at the economic zones and free 
zones in Oman.

Meanwhile, the Norwegian side 
also presented opportunities and 
incentives off ered by Norway in 

areas of investment.

B2B meetings
On the sidelines of the forum, 
B2B meetings were held between 
Omani and Norwegian business-
men with the aim of exchanging 
expertise and familiarizing with 
investment opportunities in both 
countries. -ONA

O C C I

REVIEWED ECONOMIC TIES:  The forum also focused on 

augmenting the volume of trade exchange in general, as well as 

laying emphasis on oil and gas sectors, and energy solutions in 

particular. -ONA

Dr. Madiha meets Bahraini counterpart

NEW YORK: Dr. Madiha Ahmed 
Al Shaibani, Minister of Educa-
tion, Head of the Omani National 
Commission for Education, Cul-
ture and Science, met here today 
with Dr. Majid Ali Al Nuaimi, 
Minister of Education in Bahrain.

The meeting was held on the 
sidelines of the Transforming 
Education Summit in New York.

The meeting explored topics 
discussed at the summit and re-
viewed areas of cooperation be-
tween Oman and Bahrain in the 

education fi eld.
The two sides also highlighted 

the eff orts exerted for the sus-

tainability of education during 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic. -ONA

S U M M I T
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Myanmar helicopter 
attack kills many,
including 6 children

NAYPYITAW: Government heli-
copters attacked a school and a 
village in Myanmar, killing more 
than a dozen people, including at 
least six children, said witnesses 
on Monday.

At least 17 other people were in-
jured when army helicopters shot at 
a school in north-central Myanmar. 

The military said it opened fi re 
because rebels were using the 
building to attack its forces.

The incident occurred last Fri-
day in the village of Let Yet Kone in 
the central Sagaing region, the de-
tails of which emerged on Monday 
via a school administrator and an 
aid worker.

Deadly ‘surprise inspection’
The school administrator told 
news agency AP that she had been 
trying to get children to safety 
when government Mi-35 gunships 
opened fi re on the school. 

“Since the students had done 

nothing wrong, I never thought 
that they would be brutally shot 
with machine guns,” she said. 
“They kept shooting into the com-
pound from the air for an hour. 
They didn’t even stop for one 
minute. All we could do at that 
time was chant Buddhist mantras.”

State media outlets reported on 
the attack the following day, claim-
ing government forces had gone to 
the village to perform a “surprise 
inspection” after receiving reports 
that members of the People’s De-
fense Force (PDF) —which the rul-
ing Myanmar junta labels “terror-

ists” — and allies from the Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) were 
hiding in the school and adjacent 
monastery when they opened fi re 
on government security forces. 

Though the government ac-
knowledged injuries, claiming the 
PDF and KIA used villagers as hu-
man shields, it made no mention of 
the children.

Violence a recurring theme
Violence has been commonplace 
across Myanmar since the mili-
tary seized power from an elect-
ed government in February 2021. 

Opposition movements, some of 
them armed, have since emerged 
across the country, which the 
military has tried to counter with 
lethal aggression.

Civilian casualties often occur 
in onslaughts initiated by the mili-
tary government, targeting pro-
democracy insurgents.

However, the number of young-
sters killed in the air attack in the 
Sagaing region appeared to be the 
highest since the army seized pow-
er when they ousted the elected 
government of Aung San Suu Kyi 
last year. DW

The military said it 

opened fi re because 

rebels were using 

the building to attack 

its forces

Armenia, Azerbaijan diplomats 

hold talks after deadly clashes

NEW YORK: US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken hosted the 
foreign ministers of Armenia 
and Azerbaijan in New York on 
Monday in the fi rst direct talks 
between the two sides since 
deadly border clashes earlier this 
month.  

Blinken’s trilateral meeting 
with Armenian Foreign Minister 
Ararat Mirzoyan and Azerbaijani 
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayra-
mov came on the sidelines of the 
United Nations General Assembly.

What was discussed at 
the meeting?
“Blinken conveyed condolences 
for the lives lost and emphasized 
the need to prevent further hos-
tilities, underscoring the impor-
tance of returning to the peace 
process,” State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said in a 
statement.

“They discussed next steps, 
and the secretary encouraged the 
sides to meet again before the end 
of the month,” Price added.

In Monday’s meeting, Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Mirzoyan 
called for Azerbaijani armed forc-
es to withdraw from Armenian 
territory and for “international 
mechanisms” to be introduced 
“to prevent further escalations,” 
a statement from the Armenian 
Foreign Ministry said.

Meanwhile, Azerbaijan’s Bay-
ramov said before the meeting 
that his country is “satisfi ed with 
the level of relations’’ with the US 
and added that his direct dialogue 
with Mirzoyan was not unusual.

“We are always open for meet-
ings,” he said.

What is the confl ict about?
For decades, Armenia and Azer-
baijan have been locked in ten-
sion over the disputed territory 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. In 2020, a 
six-week war left thousands dead 
and saw Azerbaijan make signifi -
cant territorial gains. 

Intense artillery shelling broke 
out earlier this month, killing 
more than 170 among troops on 
both sides and rekindling ten-
sions. Each country blamed the 

other for the initial provocation. 
Last week, Armenia and Azerbai-
jan agreed on a ceasefi re.

Fighting between the two for-
mer Soviet states also threatens 
to pull  Turkey, a key supporter 
of Azerbaijan, and Russia — Ar-
menia’s security guarantor — 
into a broader confl ict at a time 
when geopolitical tensions are 
already high.

Ahead of the talks, Blinken had 
said that Washington was “en-
couraged by the fact that the fi ght-
ing has ceased and there have not 
been any additional military ac-
tions over the last few days.”

On Sunday, US Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi visited Ar-
menia and decried “illegal and 
deadly attacks by Azerbaijan on 
Armenian territory.” DW

D I R E C T  T A L K S

South Korea asks Interpol to issue 

red notice for ‘Terra’ crypto founder

SEOUL: South Korean prosecu-
tors have asked Interpol to issue 
a red notice for Do Kwon, the co-
creator of failed cryptocurrency 
TerraUSD, saying he refused to 
cooperate with their investigation 
into its $40 billion (€40 billion) 
collapse.A red notice is a request 
to law enforcement worldwide to 
locate and provisionally arrest a 
person pending extradition, sur-
render, or similar legal action, ac-
cording to the Interpol website. 

Kwon had fl own to Singapore 
before Terra crashed, but over the 
weekend, Singapore police said 
he is not in the city-state, raising 
questions about his whereabouts. 

Meanwhile, South Korean au-
thorities have moved to prevent 
Kwon from traveling.

“We have begun the procedure 
to place him on the Interpol red 
notice list and revoke his pass-
port,” and offi  cial from the Seoul 
Southern District Prosecutors’ Of-
fi ce told the AFP news agency on 
Tuesday.

“We see him as being ‘on the run’ 
from the moment when he left for 
Singapore,” the offi  cial said, add-
ing: “We are aware that he has no 
will to cooperate with all investi-
gations since then.”

Kwon denies being on 
the run
A South Korean court recently is-

sued arrest warrants for Kwon and 
fi ve other people connected to Ter-
raform Labs, the company behind 
the TerraUSD cryptocurrency. Au-
thorities claimed Kwon said through 
his lawyers that he would not coop-
erate with their investigation.

However, Kwon, who remains 
active on Twitter, denied he was 
“on the run” on Sunday.

“For any agency that has shown 
interest to communicate, we are 
in full cooperation and we don’t 
have anything to hide,” he said in 
a tweet. Hundreds of thousands of 
South Korean investors aff ected

The May collapse of Terraform 
Labs’ cryptocurrencies, TerraUSD 
and Luna, aff ected an estimated 

investors in 280,000 South Korea.
TerraUSD was touted as a 

stablecoin, which are typically 
pegged to a real-world commodity 
or currency. However, TerraUSD 
was algorithmic and used code to 
maintain its price at around one 
US dollar.

Kwon’s Terra/Luna system dis-
integrated in May, with the price of 
both cryptocurrency tokens plum-
meting to near-zero. Amid the $40 
billion collapse, many investors 
lost their life savings.

The crash is also believed to 
have caused more than $500 bil-
lion in losses across wider crypto 
market globally, according to in-
dustry analysts. DW

F A I L E D  C R Y P T O C U R R E N C Y

IMF to discuss 
macroeconomic 
developments 
MUSCAT: The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) mission 
began a series of meetings here 
on Tuesday within the frame-
work of 2022 Article IV talks.

The meetings, which run until 
4 October, are hosted by Oman, 
represented by the Central Bank 
of Oman (CBO) and the Ministry 
of Finance.

IMF delegates will meet with 
offi  cials of the CBO, the Ministry 
of Finance, the National Centre 
for Statistics and Information 
(NCSI), the Ministry of Social 
Development, the Ministry of La-
bour and representatives of other 
governmental and non-govern-
mental agencies and civil society 
institutions.

The IMF will conduct a com-
prehensive assessment of the 
economic and fi nancial situation 
in Oman.

IMF experts will also dis-
cuss the latest macroeconomic 

developments and related ex-
pectations, as well as fi scal and 
monetary policies, the Medi-
um-Term Financial Strategy 
(MTFS) and the management of 
sovereign assets.

The experts will submit a de-
tailed report to the IMF Execu-
tive Council about the economic 
situation in Oman. -ONA

A R T I C L E  I V 
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Hurricane Fiona slams 
Dominican Republic after 
battering Puerto Rico

SANTO DOMINGO: Hurricane 
Fiona dropped torrential rain and 
powerful winds on the Dominican 
Republic on Monday after caus-
ing widespread power outages and 
damage in neighbouring Puerto 
Rico. 

Multiple roads were fl ooded 
or damaged by falling trees and 
electric poles around the famous 
resort of Punta Cana, which had 
suff ered from a power outage. 

After hitting Puerto Rico hard, 
Fiona landed on the Dominican 
Republic near Boca Yuma at 3:30 
am local time. 

The last hurricane to hit the 
island was Hurricane Jeanne in 
2018. 

Early on Tuesday morning, the 
US National Hurricane Center 
(NHC) said Fiona had become the 
Atlantic season’s fi rst Category 3 

hurricane, with sustained winds of 
115 miles per hour.

What damage was done? 
Severe fl ooding, leaving several 
villages isolated, and some 800 
evacuees and more than 11,000 
people without power in the east-
ern region of the country were 
reported after Fiona ravaged the 
eastern parts of the Dominican 
Republic.

According to emergency servic-
es, nearly 800 people were shelter-
ing in what were presumably safe 

areas, as 16 of the island’s 32 prov-
inces remained on red alert. 

“The damage is considerable,” 
said Dominican Republic Presi-
dent Luis Abinader. He plans to 
declare a state of disaster in three 
provinces.

Several towns were left isolated 
after the overfl ow of the Yuma Riv-
er in the east of the country. 

In Puerto Rico, which was still 
experiencing heavy rainfall, Gov-
ernor Pedro Pierluisi said the 
storm had caused “catastrophic” 
damage since Sunday. 

Where is Fiona heading? 
Hurricane Fiona had been classi-
fi ed as a Category 1 hurricane but 
gathered strength as it continued 
moving from warm Caribbean wa-
ters toward the Turks and Caicos 
islands. 

The NHC warned that the cent-
er of Fiona could pass near the east 
of the archipelago on Tuesday. 

In the Bahamas, tropical storm 
conditions were also expected.  

Fiona could come close to tiny 
Bermuda, but is expected to track out 
into the ocean by early Tuesday. DW
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Japan cleans up 
after Typhoon 
Nanmadol leaves 
four people dead
TOKYO: Japanese authorities 
confi rmed the deaths of two peo-
ple on Tuesday, with two others 
said to have been found “without 
vital signs” after Typhoon Nan-
madol battered Japan over the 
weekend.

The storm that made landfall 
on the country’s main south-
ern island of Kyushu on Sunday 
night, was downgraded to an ex-
tratropical cyclone on Tuesday as 
it made its way off  Japan’s north-
eastern coast and headed into the 
Pacifi c Ocean.

At least 114 people were in-
jured — 14 of them severely — ac-
cording to government spokes-
man Hirozaku Matsuno.

He added that the authorities 
were also searching for one per-
son reported to be missing.

Where was the 
worst damage?
In Japan’s southern Miyazaki 
prefecture — where the two 
deaths were confi rmed— the 
storm system dumped a month’s 
worth of rain in 24 hours while 
uprooting trees and shattering 
windows.

A wall was damaged at a Ja-
pan Aerospace and Exploration 
Agency’s space centre on the 
island of Tanegashima, located 
south of Kyushu island, Japan’s 
Economy and Industry Ministry 
said on Tuesday.

The building is used for rocket 

assembly and the extent of dam-
age was being determined.

Homes without power
Some 140,000 homes — mostly 
in Kyushu — were still without 
power on Tuesday morning.

Most transportation, includ-
ing bullet trains and ground 
commute, was resumed as peo-
ple returned to work following a 
three-day weekend.

However, dozens of fl ights 
were grounded in Japan’s north-
east.

Climate change
Japan is currently in its typhoon 
season with Nanmadol being its 
14th storm system.

The country witnesses around 
20 such storms a year but scien-
tists have warned that climate 
change is augmenting the se-
verity of storms, resulting in ex-
treme weather conditions such 
as fl ash fl oods, heat waves and 
droughts, becoming more fre-
quent and intense. DW

C L E A N - U P

Powerful earthquake of magnitude 6.8 hits Mexico’s Pacifi c coast

MEXICO CITY: Mexico was 
hit by a powerful earthquake 
on Monday, as the country was 
marking the anniversaries of two 
major quakes that had struck the 
country on the same date in 1985 
and 2017. 

President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador said in a video ad-
dress that one person had been 
killed in the Pacifi c port of Man-
zanillo when a wall collapsed in a 
store. 

Witnesses in Mexico City, a 
considerable distance inland 
to the east, described buildings 
shaking while authorities report-
ed damage to two hospitals in the 
western state of Michoacan near 
the epicenter.

An evacuation order was issued 
for larger buildings in the capital, 
according to local reports. Power 

was briefl y knocked out in some 
parts of the capital and some road 
signals like traffi  c lights stopped 
functioning. 

37 years to the day since 
Mexico’s deadliest quake
The Mexican National Seismo-
logical Service initially said the 
earthquake was magnitude 6.8, 
with the epicenter several hun-
dred kilometers west of Mexico 
City, near the border of the states 
of Colima and Michoacan.

Mexican seismologists revised 
the quake’s magnitude to 7.4, 
while the United States Geologi-
cal Survey put the fi gure at 7.6 and 
said a tsunami was possible.

The quake comes on the an-
niversary of Mexico’s deadliest 
on record, when there were more 
than 5,000 fatalities reported 

after the capital was struck by a 
magnitude 8.1 tremor on Septem-
ber 19, 1985.

Another quake on the same 
date in 2017, with its epicenter in-
land and far closer to Mexico City 
than Monday’s tremor, caused 
more than 200 fatalities and some 
1,300 injuries.

Authorities had sounded the 
earthquake alarms in memory of 
these past events roughly an hour 
earlier on Monday, before having 
to use them for real at around 1 
p.m. local time. 

Mexico is on the so-called Pa-
cifi c Ring of Fire, the busiest area 
of volcanic and tectonic activ-
ity on the planet. It spans several 
continents, incorporating most 
of the west coast of the Americas 
and most of the eastern tip of Asia 
and some Pacifi c islands. DW

S T R O N G  E A R T H Q U A K E

India’s Jaishankar holds talks with UAE 

counterpart; reviews bilateral partnership

NEW YORK: To review the 
gamut of bilateral strategic part-
nership between the two nations, 
External Aff airs Minister S Jais-
hankar held discussions with the 
UAE Foreign Minister Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and appre-
ciated his insights on the global 
situation.

In a tweet, Jaishankar wrote, 
“Always a pleasure to meet FM 
Foreign Minister Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan of UAE. Re-
viewed the continuing progress of 
our partnership.

Appreciated his assessments 
and insights on the global situa-
tion.” Kicking off  a jam-packed 
diplomatic week in New York, 
ahead of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA) meeting, 
Jaishankar held a set of bilateral 
talks with his counterparts in the 
Balkans, Europe and the Carib-
bean, Middle East and Asia.

As part of his diplomatic meet-
ings in the US, External Aff airs 
Minister S Jaishankar participat-
ed in a trilateral Ministerial meet-
ing of India-UAE-France with his 
counterparts and exchanged ideas 
between the strategic partners.

EAM Jaishankar arrived here 
on Sunday for the high-level 
meeting of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) and 
is likely to meet United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres and several heads of state 
later this week.

Over the course of the week, 
Jaishankar is scheduled to have 

more than 50 offi  cial engage-
ments including bilateral, pluri-
lateral and multilateral meetings.

The Indian minister is sched-
uled to deliver on Saturday India’s 
address at UNGA, which is meet-
ing on the theme, “A Watershed 
Moment: Transformative Solu-
tions to Interlocking Challenges”.

Security Council reforms will 
be the top item on Jaishankar’s 
agenda as he meets dozens of 
world leaders during the week 
packed with the Assembly session 
and several events on the side-
lines. Council reform is expected 
to get a boost during the session as 
US President Joe Biden is to pre-
sent ideas for its reform and con-
sult with other leaders, according 
to US Permanent Representative 
Linda Thomas-Greenburgh.

He is also scheduled to host a 
meeting of the Foreign Ministers 
of G4, the group made up of India, 
Brazil, Germany and Japan that 

advocate for expanding the Coun-
cil and mutually support each oth-
er’s claim for a permanent seat.

During his visit to the US begin-
ning, Jaishankar will also partici-
pate in meetings of Quad made up 
of India, Australia, Japan and the 
US, BRICS and several other key 
groupings.

Commemorating the nation’s 
75th anniversary of Independ-
ence, the highlight of Jaishankar’s 
visit will be an event on Saturday, 
“India@75: Showcasing India UN 
Partnership in Action”, on New 
Delhi’s cooperation with the UN 
and its march towards the Sus-
tainable Development Goals set 
by the UN.

The Assembly’s high-level 
meeting returns to a complete 
in-person format after two years 
of the Covid pandemic with 153 
heads of state or government, 
three Deputy Prime Ministers 
and 34 foreign ministers expected 

to participate.
Jaishankar will be in New 

York from September 18 to 24, 
while he will visit Washington 
DC from September 25 to 28, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Exter-
nal Aff airs (MEA).

After concluding his visit to 
New York on Saturday, he is 
scheduled to visit Washington 
for three days starting Sunday for 
what the External Aff airs Minis-
try said for “a high-level review of 
the multifaceted bilateral agenda 
and strengthen cooperation on re-
gional and global issues to further 
consolidate the India-US strate-
gic partnership”.

In Washington, Jaishsnkar is 
expected to meet Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and oth-
er senior officials of the Biden 
Administration. A round table 
focused on science and tech-
nology is also on the agenda for 
Washington. ANI

B I L A T E R A L  P A R T N E R S H I P

Adnan Syed to 
be released after 
judge tosses 
murder conviction
WASHINGTON: Adnan Syed’s 
conviction was overturned by a 
judge in the US state of Maryland 
on Monday. It was said that there 
had been two other possible sus-
pects that hadn’t been disclosed to 
the defense at trial.

Syed had gained national at-
tention after the podcast “Serial” 
featured his case, raising doubts 
about him being guilty. 

Adnan Syed was alleged to have 
killed his ex-girlfriend Hae Min 
Lee in 1999 in a Baltimore park. 
She was 18 when she was stran-
gled and buried at the scene. Syed 
served over 20 years in prison for 
the crime, being convicted in 2000. 

The 42-year-old has maintained 
he is innocent and has handed in 
multiple appeals which were de-
nied, including an appeal to the US 
Supreme Court in 2019. 

Baltimore City Circuit Court 
Judge Melissa Phinn ordered Syed 
immediately released on his own 
recognizance “in the interests of 
justice and fairness.”

New information revealed 
State’s Attorney for Baltimore 
Marilyn Mosby asked a judge to 
vacate Syed’s conviction last week 
while a further investigation is 
carried out. The move is said to 
have come as a surprise. 

The decision was justifi ed by the 
discovery of new information re-
garding two other possible suspects 
that were not disclosed to the defense 
at the trial. Cell phone data used to 
convict Syed was also deemed to be 
unreliable during the current inves-
tigation, assistant state’s attorney 
Becky Feldman argued to the judge. 

“The state has lost confi dence 
in the integrity of his conviction,” 
Feldman said. “We need to make 
sure we hold the correct person ac-
countable.

“We will be continuing our in-
vestigation,” she said, while prom-
ising to “do everything we can to 
bring justice to the Lee family.”

The prosecutors now face a win-
dow of 30 days to bring new charg-
es or dismiss the case. 

Syed’s conviction featured 
in “Serial”
“Serial,” a weekly podcast casting 
doubt on Syed’s guilt, led to the 
case gaining worldwide attention. 
The mixture of investigative jour-
nalism, fi rst-person narrative and 
dramatic storytelling sees a US 
journalist revisit Syed’s conviction 
in 12 episodes. 

Syed and Lee were high school 
honor students. Both of them had a mi-
gratory background, with Syed being 
Pakistani and Lee South Korean.  DW

B A L T I M O R E  C I T Y
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Change in playing conditions: ICC 
prohibits use of saliva to polish ball

DUBAI: Using saliva to polish the 
ball is now prohibited permanent-
ly by the International Cricket 
Council (ICC), announced the or-
ganisation while introducing new 
changes to its playing conditions 
on Tuesday.

“The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has announced sev-
eral changes to its Playing Condi-
tions after the Chief Executives’ 
Committee (CEC) ratifi ed rec-
ommendations from the Sourav 
Ganguly-led Men’s Cricket Com-
mittee, which discussed MCC’s 
updated 3rd Edition of the 2017 

Code of the Laws of Cricket and 
shared its conclusions with Wom-
en’s Cricket Committee, who en-
dorsed the recommendations to 
CEC,” said a statement from the 
council. The main changes to the 
Playing Conditions that come into 
eff ect on 1 October 2022 are:

Batters returning when 
caught: When a batter is out 
Caught, the new batter will come in 
at the end the striker was, regard-
less of whether the batters crossed 

prior to the catch being taken.
Use of saliva to polish the 

ball: This prohibition has been in 
place for over two years in interna-
tional cricket as a COVID-19-re-
lated temporary measure and it is 
considered appropriate for the ban 
to be made permanent.

Incoming batter ready to 
face the ball: An incoming batter 
will now be required to be ready 
to take strike within two minutes 
in Tests and ODIs, while the cur-
rent threshold of ninety seconds in 

T20Is remains unchanged.
Striker’s right to play the 

ball: This is restricted so as to 
require some part of their bat or 
person to remain within the pitch. 
Should they venture beyond that, 
the umpire will call and signal a 
Dead ball. Any ball which would 
force the batter to leave the pitch 
will also be called No ball.

Unfair movement by the 
fi elding side: Any unfair and de-
liberate movement while the bowl-
er is running in to bowl could now 

result in the umpire awarding fi ve 
penalty runs to the batting side, in 
addition to a call of Dead ball.

Running out of the non-strik-
er: The Playing Conditions follow 
the Laws in moving this method of 
eff ecting a Run out from the ‘Un-
fair Play’ section to the ‘Run out’ 
section.

Bowler throwing towards 
striker’s end before delivery: 
Previously, a bowler who saw the 
batter advancing down the wicket 
before entering their delivery 
stride, could throw the ball to at-
tempt to run out the striker. 

This practice will now be called 
a Dead ball.

Also, the in-match penalty in-
troduced in T20Is in January 
2022, (whereby the failure of a 
fi elding team to bowl their overs by 
the scheduled cessation time leads 
to an additional fi elder having to be 
brought inside the fi elding circle 
for the remaining overs of the in-
nings), will now also be adopted in 
ODI matches after the completion 
of the ICC Men’s Cricket World 
Cup Super League in 2023.

It was also decided that the play-
ing conditions for all Men’s and 
Women’s ODI and T20I matches 
will be amended to allow hybrid 
pitches to be used, if agreed by both 

teams. Currently, hybrid pitches 
can only be used in Women’s T20I 
matches.

All Playing Conditions will be 
updated to refl ect these changes.

Sourav Ganguly said: “It was an 
honour chairing my fi rst meeting 
of the ICC Cricket Committee. I 
was pleased with the productive 
contribution of the Committee 
members which resulted in key 
recommendations being made. I 
thank all members for their valu-
able input and suggestions.”

The ICC Cricket Committee: 
Sourav Ganguly (Chair); Ramiz 
Raja (Observer); Mahela Jaya-
wardena and Roger Harper (Past 
Players); Daniel Vettori and VVS 
Laxman (Representatives of Cur-
rent Players); Gary Stead (Mem-
ber Team Coach Representative); 
Jay Shah (Full Members’ Rep-
resentative); Joel Wilson (Um-
pires’ Representative); Ranjan 
Madugalle (ICC Chief Referee); 
Jamie Cox (MCC Representative); 
Kyle Coetzer (Associate Repre-
sentative); Shaun Pollock (Media 
Representative); Greg Barclay 
and Geoff  Allardice (Ex Offi  cio - 
ICC Chair and Chief Executive); 
Clive Hitchcock (Committee 
Secretary); David Kendix (Statisti-
cian). ANI
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New Zealand name squad for ICC 

T20 World Cup, Guptill set to return
WELLINGTON: New Zealand 
announced their squad for the 
upcoming ICC T20 World Cup 
2022 to be held in Australia from 
October-November this year and 
the opener Martin Guptill is set to 
make a record seventh appearance 
at the event.

BLACKCAPS batsman Martin 
Guptill has been honoured by his 
old school, Avondale College in 
Auckland, on being selected for 
a record seventh ICC T20 World 
Cup. Nathan McCullum and Ross 
Taylor are the only other New 
Zealanders to have appeared at 
six T20 World Cups. The 35-year-
old’s inclusion was part of a largely 
predictable 15-player squad, an-
nounced at Guptill’s former high 
school, for the T20 showpiece in 
Australia next month.

Wellington Firebirds duo Finn 
Allen and Michael Bracewell have 
been named for their fi rst senior 
World Cups and are the only new 
faces from the side that made the 
fi nal of last year’s event in the UAE.

Paceman Adam Milne has re-
tained his place in the squad, after 
the 30-year-old was called in to 
replace Lockie Ferguson (calf in-
jury) early in the tournament last 
October.

Devon Conway has been named 
as the front-line wicket-keeper after 
wearing the gloves in the UAE and 
the recent series against West Indies.

Of those who featured in last 
year’s World Cup squad, Kyle 
Jamieson was not considered as 
he continues his rehabilitation 
from a back injury, while Todd 
Astle and Tim Seifert have missed 
selection.

The BLACKCAPS T20 World 
Cup squad will fi rst contest the 
T20 Tri-Series with Pakistan and 

Bangladesh starting in Christch-
urch on October 7. With seven 
matches across eight days at 
Hagley Oval, the Tri-Series will 
provide fans with their last chance 
to see the team before they depart 
for Australia on October 15.

BLACKCAPS coach Gary Stead 
said the side was excited about the 
opportunity that lay ahead.

“It is always a special time an-
nouncing a World Cup squad and 
I would like to congratulate the 
15 players selected today. It is 
especially exciting for Finn and 
Michael who are set for their fi rst 
ICC events, while Martin Guptill 
is preparing for his 7th T20 World 
Cup - which in itself is an incred-
ible achievement,” said Stead in a 
statement by the board.

“It is great to have this tourna-
ment so soon after last year’s event 
in which we played some really 
good cricket, but could not quite 
get over the line at the end. With 
the nucleus of that squad retained 
along with the exciting additions 

of Finn and Michael, we should go 
into the tournament with plenty of 
optimism,” he added.

Stead said the Tri Series before-
hand should provide high-quality 
preparation for the World Cup.

“Along with the all-important 
game time, those matches will be 
a great chance to refi ne our com-
binations and game-plans ahead 
of our departure to Australia,” he 
concluded.

The BLACKCAPS open their 
T20 World Cup campaign against 
Australia at the SCG on Saturday, 
October 22, before facing Afghani-
stan (MCG), England (Gabba) and 
two qualifi ers at the SCG and Ad-
elaide Oval respectively.

Stead said there was a high level 
of excitement amongst the team 
about the prospect of big crowds 
returning for the event following a 
COVID-aff ected 2021 edition.

“We are hoping plenty of Kiwis 
will make the trip across the ditch 
to support us, along with our fans 
already living in Australia. Play-

ing at the great grounds such as 
the SCG, MCG, the Gabba and the 
Adelaide Oval will be occasions to 
savour and something I know our 
boys are really looking forward to.”

Guptill’s selection for his sev-
enth T20 World Cup sees him 
join an exclusive list of players 
in Dwayne Bravo, Chris Gayle, 
Mohammad Mahmudullah and 
Mushfi qur Rahim - while Shakib 
Al-Hasan and Rohit Sharma are 
set for their eighth events.

The BLACKCAPS assemble in 
Christchurch for the Tri-Series on 
October 5. On Saturday, October 
15, they will depart for Australia 
from Christchurch.

BLACKCAPS Squad for ICC 
T20 World Cup and Tri Series: 
Kane Williamson (c), Finn Allen, 
Trent Boult, Michael Bracewell, 
Mark Chapman, Devon Conway 
(wk), Lockie Ferguson, Martin 
Guptill, Adam Milne, Daryl Mitch-
ell, Jimmy Neesham, Glenn Phil-
lips, Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, 
Tim Southee. ANI

W O R L D  C U P

Phillips out of England 
squad ahead of World Cup
LONDON: England midfi elder 
Kalvin Phillips withdrew from the 
national team squad because of a 
shoulder injury in a concern for 
coach Gareth Southgate ahead of 
the World Cup 2022.

Phillips was replaced by central 
midfi elder Jordan Henderson, 
with England playing Nations 
League games against Italy and 
Germany over the next week.

Phillips, who was a regular in 
England’s team in its run to the 
European Championship fi nal last 
year, sustained a dislocated shoul-
der in training last week and might 
need an operation, potentially put-
ting at risk his place in England’s 
World Cup squad.

The 26-year-old holding mid-
fi elder has endured a frustrat-
ing time since leaving Leeds to 
join Manchester City during the 

off season, with injuries, particu-
larly problems with his shoulder, 
restricting him to just only sub-
stitute appearances totaling 14 
minutes. The most recent appear-
ance was a cameo against Borus-
sia Dortmund in the Champions 
League last week. ONA

S H O U L D E R  I N J U R Y

Digne ruled out as another injury hits France team
PARIS: A host of injuries have 
struck France in the leadup to a 
pair of Nations League matches 
later this week.

The French football federation 
today added Aston Villa defender 
Lucas Digne to a long list of in-
jured players ahead of matches 
against Austria and Denmark.

France coach Didier Des-
champs has called up Rennes 
left-back Adrien Truff ert as a re-
placement for Digne, who has a 
problem with his right ankle, the 
federation said.

Digne had been a late addi-
tion to the training camp, having 
joined his teammates after AC 
Milan defender Théo Hernandez 
was withdrawn from the squad 
because of a torn adductor mus-
cle. France captain Hugo Lloris 
has also been ruled out of the 
games, because of a right thigh in-
jury, and replaced by Nantes goal-

keeper Alban Lafont.
France plays Austria this 

Thursday and travels to Copen-
hagen three days later to take on 
Denmark.

Les Bleus face relegation to the 
second tier of the Nations League. 

The defending champions are 
in last place in Group 1 with two 
points from four games. Denmark 
leads with nine.

On Saturday, Marseille mid-
fi elder Jordan Veretout was 
called up as a replacement for the 

injured Boubacar Kamara, the day 
after Kamara had replaced Adrien 
Rabiot. Deschamps also needs to 
deal with the absence of several 
other players including Paul Pog-
ba, Karim Benzema and N’Golo 
Kanté. ONA

F O O T B A L L
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by November 
2022 reaching $92.60, said Dubai 
Mercantile Exchange (DME). The DME 
statement said that the price of Oman oil 
rose by $2.23 from the price of Monday, 
which was $90.37. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,476.35 points, 
up by 0.14 per cent from the previous close. 
The Sharia Index ended down by 0.16 
per cent at 478.22 points. Construction 
Materials, up 6.94 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Oman REIT Fund, down 8.7 
per cent, was the top loser.

B

Total domestic sales of refineries 
in Oman rise by 16.8%: NCSI data

MUSCAT: The total domestic 
sales of refi neries in the Sultanate 
of Oman increased by 16.8 per cent 
at the end of July 2022, compared 
to the same period in 2021, ac-
cording to statistics issued by the 
National Centre for Statistics and 
Information (NCSI).

Preliminary statistics indicated 
that the production of M95 auto-
motive fuel increased by 11.8 per 
cent to reach 9.26 million barrels 
at the end of July 2022, compared 
to the same period in 2021. 

Sales of M95 increased slightly 
by 0.7 per cent to reach 7.24 mil-
lion barrels. Its exports amounted 
to 2.74 million barrels, registering 
an increase of 93.1 per cent at the 
end of July 2022 compared to the 

same period of July 2021.
The production of standard 

grade petrol (M-91) by Oman re-
fi neries increased by 1.7 per cent, 
reaching 7.56 million barrels at 
the end of July 2022, compared to 
the end of July 2021. Sales of M91 

amounted to 7.23 million barrels, 
an increase of 54.9 per cent while 
its exports decreased by 69.8 per 
cent, Oman News Agency said 
quoting NCSI data.

Gas oil (diesel) output during 
July 2022 witnessed a decrease of 

14.1 per cent compared to the same 
period at the end of July 2021 to 
reach 18.22 million barrels. Sales 
of diesel increased by 9 per cent to 
reach 8.36 million.

As for petrochemicals, polypro-
pylene exports and production 

witnessed a remarkable increase 
of 46.5 per cent and 19.7 per cent, 
respectively, while its sales de-
creased by 39.3 per cent at the end 
of July 2022 compared to the same 
period of the previous year.

On the other hand, gasoline pro-

duction and exports decreased by 
79.1 per cent and 78.4 per cent, re-
spectively, and paraxylene produc-
tion and exports by 94.8 per cent 
and 93.3 per cent, respectively, at 
the end of July 2022, compared to 
the same period in 2021.

Preliminary statistics 

indicate that 

production of M95 

automotive fuel rose 

by 11.8 per cent to 

9.26mn barrels at 

the end of July 2022, 

compared to the 

same period in 2021

NCSI DATA: The production of standard grade petrol (M-91) by Oman refi neries increased by 1.7 per cent, reaching 7.56 million barrels at the end of July 2022, compared to 

the end of July 2021. – File picture

Opaz approves registration fees mechanism 

for usufruct contracts of real estate properties

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Board of Directors 
of the Public Authority for Special 
Economic Zones and Free Zones 
(Opaz) held yesterday its third 
meeting for the year 2022. 

The meeting was chaired by Dr 
Ali bin Masoud Al Sunaidy, Chair-
man of the board, at Opaz head-
quarters in Muscat.

The board approved the regis-
tration fees mechanism for the 
usufruct contracts of real estate 
properties in the Special Econom-
ic Zone at Duqm (Sezad). Accord-
ingly, Sezad will later announce 
the relevant details. 

Further, the board approved a 
number of other usufruct applica-
tions related to the electricity sec-
tor, as well as approving the vision 
and mission of Opaz. 

During the meeting, the Opaz 
Board of Directors was briefed on 
the proposed investment promo-
tion strategy to attract more pro-
jects to the zones during the next 
phase. The board was also updated 
on the diff erent eff orts made to 
transfer the affi  liation of the Pub-
lic Establishment for Industrial 
Estates (Madayn) to Opaz as per 

Royal Decree No. (53/2022) and 
the actions that have been taken 
towards integration between the 
industrial cities, the free zones 
and the special economic zones 
supervised by Opaz. Moreover, the 
meeting touched on the reports 

related to the challenges facing ap-
plications for establishing cement 
projects in the zones.

It is noteworthy that Opaz was 
established by Royal Decree No. 
(105/2020) on August 18, 2020, to 
supervise the Special Economic 

Zone at Duqm, the free zones in 
Sohar, Salalah, Al Mazunah and 
any other special economic zone 
or free zone in the Sultanate of 
Oman. Furthermore, Opaz super-
vises Madayn as per Royal Decree 
No. (53/2022).

B O D  M E E T I N G

THIRD MEETING: The meeting was chaired by Dr Ali bin Masoud Al Sunaidy, Chairman of the board, at 

Opaz headquarters in Muscat. – Supplied picture

CBO approves OM Pay 
licencing application

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Board of Gover-
nors of the Central Bank of Oman 
(CBO) approved the licencing 
application of OM Pay to provide 
electronic payment services in 
the country. 

After the successful completion 
of CBO Sandbox testing recently, 
OM Pay is all set to be launched 
with a new design and an upgrad-
ed state-of-art digital wallet and 
many other payment services. 

Global Financial Technol-
ogy, one of the leading FinTech 
companies in the country and 
a subsidiary of Omantel, is the 
main shareholder of the OM Pay 
application. Its CEO, Abdulaziz 
Al-Rawahi said, “We are grateful 
to CBO for approving our appli-
cation and supporting us in our 
innovation. OM Pay is our dream 
come true and is aligned with 
the company’s eff orts to sup-
port Oman’s digitalization plans. 
OM Pay application will provide 
a digital wallet as well as a pay-
ment gateway for the benefi t of 
individuals and businesses alike. 
The encouragement that we have 
got from the CBO for OM Pay has 
been overwhelming and we are 
truly thankful to them”.

OM Pay will off er mobile pay-
ment services to consumers and 
enable merchants to receive pay-
ments through its NFC, QR code, 
point of sale, bank transfer and 
online payment gateway off erings.

Some of its other key services 
will be:

Fund transfer: 
You can transfer or request 
funds through OM Pay through 
the wallet or phone number. You 
can even save your bank account 
with OM Pay and make online 
payments and fund transfers 
through your saved accounts. It 
will be transferred directly into 
the recipient’s bank account.

Mobile recharge and 
bill payments: 
Through the OM Pay app, cus-
tomers will be able to avail mo-
bile recharge facility and pay 
diff erent types of bills such as 
electricity bills, etc.

Merchant payment: 
Users of the application can pur-
chase items from any shop and 
pay the bill digitally through OM 

Pay. Without using cash, buyers 
can pay through diff erent ways 
such as OM Pay wallet, a bank ac-
count linked with OM Pay using 
QR Code or NFC. There will be a 
separate application for the mer-
chants specifi c to their B2B trans-
actions. 

Kids wallet: 
Kids will also have a separate 
application with a wallet facil-
ity with a nominal amount. This 
will make the younger tech-savvy 
generation fi nancially wiser as 
well as help them to develop and 
explore their choices in fi nancial 
matters. 

Payment gateway: 
OM Pay will facilitate a one-stop 
payment service for online-based 
businesses in diff erent ways such 
as a payment link embedded into 
their website or a payment link 
shared via SMS or chat to fi nalize 
the payment in a few seconds. 

Going forward, international 
remittances will be another im-
portant service that OM Pay 
will provide. The app is easy and 
quick to register, just by scanning 
the national id and fi lling in other 
details. It is PCI DSS Compliant 
and available on Android and 
Apple Store. The OM Pay app is 
using emerging technologies like 
Artifi cial Intelligence and Ana-
lytics to provide ease in payment 
solutions. Those who have mul-
tiple bank accounts can transact 
from one app with money in any 
of their bank accounts. Those 
who are not banked can leverage 
OM Pay’s network to come into a 
digital fi nance world. Merchants 
and business owners can use the 
OM Pay application for digital 
transactions, thus reducing de-
pendency on cash and increasing 
their customer base with criti-
cal features for their businesses 
such as debit and credit card ac-
ceptance on their POS machines.

E L E C T R O N I C  P A Y M E N T  S E R V I C E S

CBO issues treasury bills worth OMR9 million

MUSCAT: The Central Bank of 
Oman (CBO) raised OMR9 mil-
lion by way of allotting treasury 
bills on Tuesday. The treasury 
bills are for a maturity period of 
28 days, from September 21 until 
October 19, 2022.

The average accepted price 
reached 99.832 for every 
OMR100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at 99.830 per 
OMR100. The average discount 
rate and the average yield reached 
2.18710 per cent and 2.19078 per 
cent, respectively.

Treasury bills are short-term 
highly secured fi nancial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of 
Finance, and they provide licensed 
commercial banks the opportunity 
to invest their surplus funds. The 
Central Bank of Oman acts as the 
Issue Manager and provides the 
added advantage of ready liquid-
ity through discounting and repur-

chase facilities (Repo).
It may be noted that the interest 

rate on the Repo operations with 
CBO is 3.00 per cent while the dis-
count rate on the Treasury Bills 

Discounting Facility with CBO is 
3.50 per cent.

Furthermore, treasury bills pro-
mote the local money market by 
creating a benchmark yield curve 

for short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the government may also 
resort to this instrument when-
ever felt necessary for fi nancing its 
recurrent expenditures. -ONA

C E N T R A L  B A N K  O F  O M A N
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,476.35 points, up by 
0.14 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended 
down by 0.16 per cent at 478.22 
points. Construction Materi-
als, up 6.94 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Oman REIT Fund, 
down 8.7 per cent, was the top 
loser. Shares of Oman National 
Engineering were the most ac-
tive in terms of the number of 
shares traded while Bank Muscat 
were the most active in terms of 
turnover.

A total number of 258 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating 
a turnover of OMR0.68 mil-
lion, with more than 2.9 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 
39 traded securities, 9 advanced, 
11 declined, and 19 remained 
unchanged. At the session close, 
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR71,000 while foreign 
investors were net sellers for 
OMR51,000, followed by GCC & 
Arab investors for OMR20,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,139.75 points, up 0.14 per cent. 
Prices of Bank Dhofar, Oman 

Qatar Insurance, National Bank 
Oman and Ominvest were up 
by 2.22 per cent, 1.65 per cent, 
0.83 per cent and 0.6 per cent re-
spectively. Prices of Oman Arab 
Bank, Oman & Emirates Invest-
ment, Bank Nizwa and Sohar 
International Bank were down 
by 4.72 per cent, 3.49 per cent, 
1.03 per cent and 0.96 per cent 
respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
6,290.37 points, up 0.16 per cent. 
Prices of Construction Materials, 
Jazeera Steel Products and Gal-
far Engineering were up by 6.94 
per cent, 1.52 per cent and 0.62 
per cent respectively. Prices of 
Voltamp Energy and Raysut Ce-
ment were down by 1.82 per cent 
and 0.48 per cent respectively.

Services Index was down by 
0.13 per cent before closing at 
1,613.86 points. Prices of Oman 
Telecom and Renaissance Ser-
vices were up by 0.45 per cent and 
0.41 per cent respectively. Prices 
of SMN Power Holding, Oman 
National Engineering, National 
Gas and Ooredoo were down by 
8.57 per cent, 2.73 per cent, 1.48 
per cent and 0.5 per cent respec-
tively. — United Securities

Construction Materials, up 6.94 per cent, was 

the top gainer while Oman REIT Fund, down 

8.7 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ............................................ 18,855 ...............5,027........................6 ........... 0.268 ........... 0.268 ...........0.264 .......... 0.268 .............0.264 ........... 0.004 ..............1.515 .................0.268..............0.268...................0.268 ............... 0.100 ......33,472,653
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ........................................ 19,100 ...............4,527........................7 ........... 0.238 ...........0.242 ...........0.234........... 0.242 .............0.240 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.833 ................0.242............. 0.224...................0.242 ............... 0.100 ....393,479,018
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST .....................................................................74,800 ............24,903........................7 ........... 0.328 ........... 0.334 ...........0.328........... 0.334 .............0.332 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.602 ................0.334..............0.328...................0.334 ............... 0.100 ...223,234,052
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM........................................................ 15,836 .............14,159......................11 ........... 0.896 ...........0.900 ...........0.892........... 0.900 .............0.896 ........... 0.004 ............. 0.446 ................0.900 .............0.892...................0.900 ............... 0.100 ...675,000,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. .................................................... 7,500 ............... 3,655........................5 ........... 0.470 ........... 0.496 ...........0.470 ........... 0.496 .............0.494 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.405 ................0.496 ..............0.470...................0.496................ 0.100 .... 117,259,360
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................. 72,000 ...............9,000........................ 1 ............0.125 ........... 0.125 ...........0.125 ............0.125 ............. 0.125............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.125 ..............0.124...................0.130 ................ 0.100 ..... 29,625,000
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC .................................................1,765 ...................691........................2 ........... 0.400 ...........0.400 ...........0.390........... 0.390 .............0.390 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.390..............0.386...................0.400 ............... 0.100 ..... 85,800,000
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES .............................................4,500 ............... 1,215........................2 ........... 0.270 ........... 0.270 ...........0.270........... 0.270 .............0.270 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.270..............0.270...................0.270 ............... 0.100 ...... 16,525,154
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  492,935 .........282,142..................... 39 ............0.574 ........... 0.574 ...........0.570 ........... 0.574 ............. 0.574 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.574 ..............0.574...................0.574 ................ 0.100 2,154,335,957
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL INV. H ............................................................. 81,845 ............... 4,911........................7 ........... 0.060 ...........0.060 ...........0.060........... 0.060 .............0.060 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.060..............0.059...................0.060 ............... 0.100 ..... 12,000,000
OM0000003281 ............  TAAGEER FINANCE ..................................................16,000 ............... 1,472........................3 ........... 0.092 ........... 0.092 ...........0.092........... 0.092 .............0.092 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.092..............0.092...................0.092 ............... 0.100 ......23,796,886
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ..............................................  178,130 .............79,177........................9 ........... 0.448 ........... 0.448 ...........0.440 .......... 0.440 .............0.440 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.440..............0.432...................0.448 ............... 0.100 .....24,200,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO .......................................................................94,585 ............. 37,418......................12 ........... 0.398 ........... 0.398 ...........0.390........... 0.396 .............0.398 ...........-0.002 ........... -0.503 ...............0.396 ..............0.394...................0.398................ 0.100 .... 257,773,915
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  355,000 ........... 36,545........................5 ............0.103 ........... 0.103 ...........0.102 ........... 0.103 .............0.104 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.962 ...............0.103 ..............0.103...................0.103 ................ 0.100 ....472,776,416
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG........................................................  502,941 ........... 55,025..................... 47 ............0.110 ............0.111 ............0.106 ........... 0.107 ............. 0.110 ............-0.003 ........... -2.727 ...............0.107 ..............0.106................... 0.110 ................ 0.100 ..... 14,980,000
Total ..................................15 .........................................................................................  1,935,792 ...... 559,868................... 163

ISIN ...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO) .................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER ......................PAR VALUE .......... MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .................................... 4,476.35 .............. 4,424.27 ................... 4,476.35 ...................4,470.06 ....................6.29 ................... 0.14
FINANCIAL INDEX ............................7,139.75 ...............7,054.57 .................... 7,139.75 .................... 7,129.51 ..................10.24 ................... 0.14
Industry Index ...................................... 6,305.03 ...............6,274.91 ...................6,290.36 ...................6,280.60 .................... 9.76 ................... 0.16
Services Index ....................................... 1,617.25 .............. 1,604.90 ....................1,613.86 ....................1,615.97 ...................-2.11 .................. -0.13
MSX Shariah Index ................................ 480.28 ..................478.07 ...................... 478.22 ...................... 478.98 .................. -0.76 .................. -0.16
MSX TR INDEX....................................5,645.72 .............. 5,580.03 ................... 5,645.72 ....................5,637.79 .................... 7.93 ................... 0.14
FINANCIAL TR IDX...........................7,470.95 ............... 7,381.81 ....................7,470.95 ................... 7,460.23 .................. 10.71 ................... 0.14
SERVICES TR IDX ..............................1,679.36 ...............1,666.54 ....................1,675.84 ................... 1,678.03 .................. -2.19 .................. -0.13
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ....................... 6,543.56 ...............6,512.30 ...................6,528.34 ....................6,518.21 .................. 10.13 ................... 0.16
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
2,909,914....................... 683,509 .....................258 ................23,185,419,145 .................. 9 ......................11 .................... 19 .........................39

OM0000001368 ............  CONSTRUCTION M. ........................................................100 ....................... 8........................ 1 ........... 0.077 ........... 0.077 ...........0.077 ........... 0.077 .............0.072 ........... 0.005 ............. 6.944 ................0.077 ..............0.070...................0.077................ 0.100 ........4,812,500
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR .............................................................44,100 ...............5,895........................5 ............0.135 ........... 0.138 ...........0.128 ............0.138 ............. 0.135 ............ 0.003 .............2.222 ................0.138 ..............0.128...................0.138 ................ 0.100 ... 413,496,498
OM0000006979 ...........  OMAN QATAR INSUR................................................50,692 ...............9,406........................8 ............0.189 ........... 0.189 ...........0.182 ............0.185 ............. 0.182............ 0.003 ............. 1.648 ................0.189 .............. 0.189...................0.187 ................ 0.100 ......18,500,000
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER. .......................................................745 ...................121........................2 ............0.161 ........... 0.163 ........... 0.161 ............0.163 ............. 0.162.............0.001 ............. 0.617 ................0.163 .............. 0.161...................0.163 ................ 0.100 ...... 33,086,791
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  329,000 ........... 50,656........................4 ............0.154 ........... 0.154 ...........0.153 ........... 0.154 ............. 0.154............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.154 .............. 0.154...................0.154 ................ 0.100 ... 308,048,170
OM0000001566 ............  OMAN FISHERIES ......................................................98,957 .............10,489........................7 ............0.106 ........... 0.106 ...........0.106 ........... 0.106 ............. 0.106 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.106 ..............0.104................... 0.111 ................ 0.100 ...... 19,300,310
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE ....................................................10,024 ..................642........................4 ........... 0.064 ........... 0.065 ...........0.064........... 0.065 .............0.065 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.065 .............. 0.061...................0.065................ 0.100 .......19,964,511
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ....................................  147,100 ............. 11,914........................8 ........... 0.080 ........... 0.081 ...........0.080........... 0.081 ............. 0.081............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.081 ..............0.080...................0.082 ............... 0.100 ..... 16,200,000
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE .................................................... 20,000 ................1,715........................3 ........... 0.084 ........... 0.088 ...........0.083........... 0.088 .............0.088 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.088 ..............0.083...................0.088................ 0.100 ......30,724,708
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ..................................................................160 .................... 44........................ 1 ........... 0.272 ........... 0.272 ...........0.272........... 0.272 .............0.272 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.272..............0.272...................0.289 ............... 0.100 ..... 32,640,000
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ..........................................................750 .....................68........................ 1 ............0.091 ........... 0.091 ...........0.091 ............0.091 ............. 0.091............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.091 ..............0.087...................0.091 ................ 0.100 ......15,925,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER ...................................................... 820 .....................32........................ 1 ........... 0.039 ........... 0.039 ...........0.039........... 0.039 .............0.039 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.039 ..............0.038...................0.039................ 0.100 ......26,320,610
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ....................................................... 922 .....................37........................ 1 ........... 0.040 ...........0.040 ...........0.040 .......... 0.040 .............0.040 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.040 .............0.038...................0.043 ............... 0.100 ......28,576,254
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER.......................................................35,439 ............... 1,559........................5 ........... 0.044 ...........0.044 ...........0.044 .......... 0.044 .............0.044 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.044 ............ 0.044...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ..... 64,354,464
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ........................................................2,500 .................. 523........................ 1 ........... 0.209 ...........0.209 ...........0.209 .......... 0.209 .............0.210 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.476 ...............0.209............. 0.200...................0.209 ............... 0.100 ..... 41,800,000
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ................................................................ 13,476 ...............1,294........................3 ........... 0.096 ........... 0.096 ...........0.096........... 0.096 .............0.097 ...........-0.001 ............-1.031 ................0.096 ..............0.096...................0.097................ 0.100 .... 214,747,491
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ........................................................... 70,515 ............... 9,357..................... 10 ............0.133 ........... 0.133 ...........0.132 ............0.133 ............. 0.135 ............-0.002 ............-1.481 ................0.133 .............. 0.133...................0.142 ................ 0.100 ......11,305,000
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY....................................................20,073 ............... 2,153........................4 ............0.108 ........... 0.108 ...........0.107 ........... 0.108 ............. 0.110 ............-0.002 ............-1.818 ................0.108 ..............0.106...................0.107 ................ 0.100 .........8,791,497
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. .............................................25,400 ...............2,108........................7 ........... 0.083 ........... 0.083 ...........0.083........... 0.083 .............0.086 ...........-0.003 ........... -3.488 ...............0.083 .............. 0.081...................0.083................ 0.100 .......10,115,625
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK .................................................... 16,050 ...............1,942........................ 1 ............0.121 ........... 0.121............ 0.121 ............0.121 ............. 0.127............-0.006 ........... -4.724 ............... 0.121 ..............0.122...................0.126 ................ 0.100 ... 201,998,610
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ........................................... 66,610 ...............2,132......................15 ........... 0.032 ........... 0.033 ...........0.032........... 0.032 .............0.035 ...........-0.003 ............-8.571................0.032..............0.032...................0.033................ 0.100 ........ 6,388,339
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ....................................................... 9,489 .................. 598........................ 1 ........... 0.063 ........... 0.063 ...........0.063........... 0.063 .............0.069 ...........-0.006 ........... -8.696 ...............0.063 ..............0.063...................0.069................ 0.100 ......29,684,742
Total ..................................22 ........................................................................................  962,922 ..........112,691..................... 93

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Bank Muscat to provide advanced 

training to Omani entrepreneurs
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the 
leading fi nancial services pro-
vider in the Sultanate, in line with 
its vision ‘To serve you better, eve-
ryday’, and commitment to sup-
porting the Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SME) sector 
in Oman, has signed an agreement 
with Radiant Sail, a leading man-
agement consultant and business 
advisory services provider based 
in the Sultanate of Oman. 

The agreement was signed by 
Ibrahim Khamis Al Balushi, Sen-
ior Assistant General Manager 
- SME, Bank Muscat, and Nathan 
Heckman, President, Radiant Sail, 
and will help the bank provide an 
advanced entrepreneurial pro-
gramme to 30 top graduates of the 
bank’s Al Wathbah SME Academy 
as part of its CSR programmes.

The central theme of the ad-
vanced Al Wathbah Academy 
Programme is to support SMEs 
to present their business in a 
structured format to potential in-
vestors, partners and employees. 
Every module of the Advanced Al 
Wathbah Academy Programme 
is designed around this central 
theme and provides participants 
with an opportunity to master a 
variety of skills and practice life-
long learning.

The programme, which will be 
conducted in two batches of 15 
participants each in Muscat and 

Al Batinah North, will be man-
aged by Radiant Sail and certifi ed 
through KnowledgeWorkx. Study 
materials were developed based 
on a curriculum from the Harvard 
Business School, local case stud-
ies and in-person testimonials 
from Omani entrepreneurs, who 
have pitched their businesses 
successfully across the world. 
Participants will receive training 
through a combination of work-
shops and one-to-one coaching 
throughout the programme. The 
workshops will be interactive and 
are facilitated by leading profes-
sionals, who are entrepreneurs 
themselves and able to explain the 
relevant lessons with excellent 

real-world examples.
Speaking on the occasion, 

Ibrahim Khamis Al Balushi, Sen-
ior Assistant General Manager 
- SME, Bank Muscat, said, “We 
are pleased to sign this agreement 
with our knowledge-partner Ra-
diant Sail to further support and 
develop SMEs in the Sultanate. 
In line with the national objective 
of stimulating an entrepreneurial 
mindset, the bank is always fo-
cused on strategic initiatives that 
add tremendous value to Oman’s 
growth and development. Bank 
Muscat is always committed to 
working in close partnership with 
the government and the private 
sector to support the national 

economy in alignment with the 
landmark Oman Vision 2040.”

Nathan Heckman, President, 
Radiant Sail, said: “Bank Mus-
cat’s various initiatives to provide 
support to SMEs are pioneering 
and highly sustainable initiatives, 
which immensely support small 
businesses and Omani entrepre-
neurs in their journey to becom-
ing major players in the national 
economy in line with the goals 
of Oman Vision 2040. As a long-
term knowledge partner of the 
leading fi nancial services pro-
vider in the Sultanate of Oman, 
Radiant Sail is pleased to be a part 
of this initiative to further upskill 
Omani entrepreneurial skills and 
contribute to the progress and 
growth of the nation.”

Bank Muscat’s Al Wathbah 
Academy for SMEs is a distinctive 
program that combines global ex-
cellence with local relevance and 
was launched in 2014 as part of its 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative to equip Omani 
entrepreneurs with suitable skills. 
It is conducted through 8 modules 
spread over 4-8 months and leads 
to internationally-recognised cer-
tifi cation from the Project Man-
agement Institute (PMI). 

Over 170 entrepreneurs from 
diff erent governorates across the 
Sultanate of Oman are success-
fully contributing to the Omani 
economy after enrolling in entre-
preneurial training.

A G R E E M E N T

Indian economy resilient; time to 

accumulate stocks on correction

NEW DELHI: The Indian econ-
omy is resilient and has shown 
strength despite weakness across 
the globe whereas any correction in 
its equity markets should be utilised 
as an opportunity to invest for the 
long-term, said fi nancial services 
fi rm Emkay Wealth Management.

The strength in the country’s 
economy can be seen in its equity 
and currency markets as the cor-
rection in the Indian benchmark 
indices and rupee has been quite 
low compared to the other emerging 
market economies, it said in a note.

“On a closer look at the selling by 
overseas investors closely, it can be 
seen that much of it is in the large-
cap space and not in the mid-cap 
or small-cap space,” it added.

Currently, western economies 
have been going through sharp 
volatility with high energy prices 
posing challenges to growth.

Bucking the global trend, In-
dia’s latest GDP data, it said, 
refl ect a resilient and robust 

economy compared to any of the 
comparable economies in the 
emerging markets space.

“While the selling by overseas 
investors has been there in all the 
emerging markets, the extent to 
which the currency depreciated is 
also comparatively less in the case 
of the domestic economy.”

Signifi cant challenge
However, a signifi cant challenge 
for the markets in the immediate, 
it said, is the rising interest rates.

“This (monetary) policy is to 
contain the infl ationary pressures, 
which may steal the economy of its 
effi  ciency and impede growth by 
adversely aff ecting consumption 
demand. Rising rates result in high-
er cost of funds and may be a drag 
on companies which have a huge 
outlay on capital expenditure,” the 
fi nancial services company said.

Further, it said the country 
moving into the festival season 
would help promote demand and 

consumption. Discretionary con-
sumption is an area that may be 
able to perform better and con-
sumption in the fashion and ap-
parel sector may look good with 
better earnings prospects.

Manufacturing sector
“The manufacturing sector is ex-
pected to perform well in the light 
of the spends by the companies 
and the various initiatives by the 
government like PLI, and also due 
to the opportunities presented by 
China plus one, and the key benefi -
ciaries are likely to be autos, auto 
ancillaries, engineering compa-
nies, and speciality chemicals,” it 
added.

Lastly, the note said this is a 
time to focus on businesses that 
have strong balance sheets, lead-
ership positions in the respective 
businesses and demonstrated per-
sistent growth as such companies 
will have greater stability even in 
the face of adverse conditions.  -ANI

R E P O R T

Oil prices steady 

on expectations 

of Fed rate hike to 

curb fuel demand

SINGAPORE: Oil prices 
steadied on Tuesday after ris-
ing in the previous session on 
concerns that further US inter-
est rate hikes this week to tame 
infl ation will curb economic 
growth and fuel demand in the 
world’s biggest oil consumer.

Brent crude futures for No-
vember settlement rose 3 cents 
to $92.03 a barrel by 04:49 
GMT. US West Texas Interme-
diate crude for October deliv-
ery was at $85.76 a barrel, up 
3 cents. The October contract 
will expire on Tuesday and the 
more active November contract 
was at $85.29, down 7 cents, or 
0.1 per cent.

The dollar remained fi rm be-
low a two-decade high versus 
major peers on Tuesday, ahead of 
a slew of central bank meetings 
around the world this week led by 
the US Federal Reserve. -BNA

O I L
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WITHIN 10 MINUTES

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER

WHICH CAN DETECT 
VIRAL EXPOSURE

FACEMASK

Scientists have devel-
oped a face mask that 
can detect common 
respiratory viruses, 

such as infl uenza and Cov-
id-19, in the air as droplets or 
aerosols. If specifi c viruses 
are present in the ambient air, 
the extremely sensitive mask 
may inform wearers via their 
mobile devices within 10 min-
utes.

“Previous research has 
shown face mask wearing can 
reduce the risk of spreading 
and contracting the disease. 
So, we wanted to create a mask 
that can detect the presence 
of virus in the air and alert the 
wearer,” says Yin Fang, the 

study’s corresponding author 
and a material scientist at 
Shanghai Tongji University.

Respiratory pathogens that 
cause COVID-19 and H1N1 in-
fl uenza spread through small 
droplets and aerosols released 
by infected people when they 
talk, cough, and sneeze. These 
virus-containing molecules, 
especially tiny aerosols, can 
remain suspended in the air 
for a long time.

Fang and his colleagues 
tested the mask in an enclosed 
chamber by spraying the viral 
surface protein containing 
trace-level liquid and aero-
sols on the mask. The sensor 
responded to as little as 0.3 

microliters of liquid contain-
ing viral proteins, about 70 to 
560 times less than the vol-
ume of liquid produced in one 
sneeze and much less than the 
volume produced by coughing 
or talking, Fang says.

The team designed a small 
sensor with aptamers, which 
are a type of synthetic mol-
ecule that can identify unique 
proteins of pathogens like 
antibodies. In their proof-of-
concept design, the team mod-
ifi ed the multi-channel sensor 
with three types of aptamers, 
which can simultaneously 
recognize surface proteins on 
SARS-CoV-2, H5N1, and H1N1.

Once the aptamers bind to 

the target proteins in the air, 
the ion-gated transistor con-
nected will amplify the signal 
and alert the wearers via their 
phones. An ion-gated transis-
tor is a novel type of device 
that is highly sensitive, and 
thus the mask can detect even 
trace levels of pathogens in 
the air within 10 minutes.

“Our mask would work re-
ally well in spaces with poor 
ventilation, such as elevators 
or enclosed rooms, where 
the risk of getting infected 
is high,” Fang says. In the fu-
ture, if a new respiratory vi-
rus emerges, they can easily 
update the sensor’s design for 
detecting the novel patho-

gens, he adds.
Next, the team hopes to 

shorten the detection time 
and further increase the sen-
sitivity of the sensor by opti-
mizing the design of the poly-
mers and transistors. 

They are also working on 
wearable devices for a variety 
of health conditions including 
cancers and cardiovascular 
diseases. “Currently, doctors 
have been relying heavily on 
their experiences in diagnos-
ing and treating diseases. But 
with richer data collected by 
wearable devices, disease di-
agnosis and treatment can 
become more precise,” Fang 
says. -ANI

Respiratory pathogens that cause COVID-19 and H1N1 infl u
enza spread th
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Chile holds military parade 
to celebrate Day of the 
Glories of the Army
Soldiers take part in an 
annual military parade to 
celebrate the Day of the 
Glories of the Army at the 
O’Higgins park, in Santiago, 
Chile. Xinhua

Weekend event PETZOO 
held in Ankara, Türkiye
A dog trainer holds a dog 

at PETZOO, a weekend 
event hosted in Ankara, 

Türkiye, as the country’s 
biggest pet fair. Xinhua

Skating breaks societal 
prejudice, empowers 
young people in 
Namibia
Skating brMichael 
Kagola (sitting), a skate 
aid volunteer and coach, 
poses with children 
at the skate park in 
Windhoek. Skating is 
empowering children 
living with disabilities to 
realize their full potential 
as well as improve 
inclusion while helping 
to reduce stigma and 
increase self-confi dence 
in adolescents living 
in Namibia’s capital 
Windhoek.  Xinhua

22nd Pingyao Int’l Photography 
Festival kicks off 
People take photos during the 
Pingyao International Photography 
Festival in Pingyao County of 
Jinzhong, north China’s Shanxi 
Province. The Festival kicked off  
here on Monday, displaying works of 
over 1,200 photographers from home 
and abroad. This event will last until 
September 25. Xinhua

Chinese writer 
Yu Hua’s works 
introduced at 
Hungarian literary 
event
Hungarian sinologist 
and literary translator 
Klara Zombory 
(centre), Eva Kalmar 
(right) and Miklos 
M. Nagy, author and 
director of the Helikon 
publisher, attend an 
event organized by the 
Contemporary Chinese 
Literature Book Club 
of Hungary held in 
Budapest, Hungary. 
Xinhua

Lebanese pound 
sinks to new low 

at 39,000 against 
US$

Lebanese coins are 
sold by weight to a 
scrap dealer in the 

city of Hasbaya, 
south Lebanon. Xinhua

Workers maintain power 
lines in Kuwait
Workers maintain power 
lines in Jahra Governorate, 
Kuwait. Xinhua
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Kamba men, the animals re-
acted more strongly to the 

sound of the Masai, who had 
killed elephants on occa-

sion. The herd also retreat-
ed less when it heard the 

sounds of Masai women 
or young boys who gen-

erally don’t threaten 
elephants.

An elephant never 
forgets  

Their ability to distin-
guish languages is a tes-

tament to elephants’ re-
nowned memories. Not only 

do they have the largest brains 
of any land mammal, but they even 

have more pyramidal neurons than 
humans. These neurons are thought 

to be important for cognitive func-
tions, meaning elephants might have 

more advanced memory skills than us. 
It’s no surprise that they can remember 

the shortest distance to watering holes, 
even if they are 31 miles (50 kilometres) 
away. 

They also need these cognitive abili-
ties to live in their complex societies. 

But traumatic experiences, like losing 
relatives to poachers or being separated 

from the herd, can hinder neurologi-
cal development, making elephants 

aggressive and fearful. These types 
of disruptions also mean younger 

elephants miss out on vital social 
information that adults would 
have passed down to them. 

Elephants are especially 
endangered in Asia, where 
their population has declined 
by at least 50 per cent in the 
last three generations, or 

around 75 years. That is most-
ly because humans continue to 

infringe on their habitat. But they 
are also under threat of poaching in 

parts of Africa. -DW

ELEPHANTS are skilled 
communicators with memo-
ries that could give humans a 
run for their money. But cull-

ing and habitat loss is making it harder 
for them to pass on this expertise.

From their feet to their big brains, el-
ephants are perfectly attuned to their 
habitat

They’re known as gentle giants. El-
ephants, found across Africa and Asia, are 
the largest mammals on land. And their 
massive bodies — from their sensitive feet 
to their complicated brains — are perfect-
ly attuned to these regions’ savannas and 
forests. 

Though elephants walk on their toes, 
they are still able to cover long distances. 
That is because they have wedge-like fat 
pads that give them fl at feet. Hidden in 
those fat pads are also large false toes called 
predigits, which further give them support by 
spreading the load from the sole up the limbs. 

Their feet have another surprising func-
tion: communication. Elephants can pick up 
on low-frequency rumblings or stomping from 
up to 20 miles (about 32 kilometres) away. 
These sounds create seismic vibrations on the 
Earth’s surface that the animals can sense with 
their feet. Researchers believe those vibra-
tions travel all the way up their ears via their 
skeletons. This skill allows elephants to detect 
danger from far away. 

What language is this? 
But the colossal mammals aren’t only well-
versed in their own communication. A 2014 
study found they can also distinguish between 
human languages — and whether the voice 
comes from a man, woman or child. This 
is especially useful when they gauge 
how much of a threat humans pose 
to them.  

Researchers played diff erent 
voice recordings to wild el-
ephants in Amboseli National 
Park in Kenya to watch how 
defensive they got. Between 
recordings of Masai men and 

Elephants 
can hear 

with their 
feet and 

understand 
different 

languages
Elephants are skilled 

communicators with 

memories that could give 

humans a run for their 

money. But culling and 

habitat loss is making it 

harder for them to pass on 

this expertise.

AMAZING PLANET



B8    

ROUND-UP
W E D N E S DAY,  S E P T E M B E R  2 1 ,  2 0 2 2

SHOP 
NOW
rafeeq.om

Youth Sada in partnership with bp 
Oman launches 3rd cycle of ‘Habbah’

MUSCAT: In partnership with 
bp Oman, Youth Sada launched 
its third cycle of the ‘Habbah’ pro-
gramme, which aims to develop 
and enhance the small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs) in the Al 
Dhahirah Governorate, targeting 
15 SMEs this year.

The ‘Habbah’ programme is a 
well-integrated educational and 

training programme which in-
cludes open-to-public activities 
and specialised training courses 
as well as consultation sessions, 
follow-up sessions and site visits 
from various experts in entrepre-
neurship. The participating SMEs’ 
performance will also be evalu-
ated and analysed in many aspects 
that are focused on in this pro-

gramme. This social investment 
programme is managed by bp and 
is continuously benefi ting com-
munities with the contribution of 
our Block 61 partners. Block 61 is 
operated by bp in partnership with 
OQ, PTTEP, and Petronas.

Shamsa Al-Rawahi, bp Oman 
Social investment manager, com-
mented, “The programme aims to 
enhance and evolve local SMEs 
by providing them training around 
marketing and fi nancial chal-
lenges so that they can contribute 
towards the local market through 

their initiatives. 
“The programme also gives 

these young fl ourishing SMEs the 
platform to learn from experts in 
the entrepreneurship fi eld on how 
they generate the greatest impact 
in the local market. We look for-
ward to watching the growth of 
these SMEs through the support 
of this programme and in partner-
ship with Youth Sada.”

Qais Al Maqrashi, Chief Execu-
tive Offi  cer at Youth Sada, added: 
“The programme off ers valuable 
knowledge for young entrepre-

neurs and young Omanis interest-
ed in entrepreneurship. 

“We are proud that through the 
previous cycles of this programme, 
a total of 30 businesses from vari-
ous sectors such as commercial, 
service and industrial sectors 
within Al Dhahirah Governorate 
participated over the years and 
over 1,200 participants from all re-
gions of Oman benefi ted from the 
workshops part of the programme 
as well. We look forward to contin-
uing this impact with the launch of 
the third cycle of this programme.”

The ‘Habbah’ programme is a well-integrated 

educational and training programme 

which includes open-to-public activities 

and specialised training courses as well as 

consultation sessions, follow-up sessions 

and site visits from various experts in 

entrepreneurship

Alizz Islamic Bank 
CEO honours its
top employees 
MUSCAT: Alizz Islamic Bank’s 
CEO, Sulaiman Al Harthi, hon-
oured the top performing staff  
during the fi rst half of the current 
year in a ceremony held at the 
bank’s head offi  ce in Ruwi, in the 
presence of members of the ex-
ecutive management team.

The CEO thanked the em-
ployees for their outstanding 
achievements, urging them to 
keep up the good work during 
the few remaining months of the 
current year, and assured them 
that achievements will always be 
rewarded. He noted that the most 
important thing is how to sustain 
such good performance and build 
on it to help the Bank become 
the fi rst and optimal choice for 
all customers. This is feasible 
only by off ering the highest qual-
ity Sharia-compliant products & 
services and products. Al Harthi 
commended the employees who 
demonstrate a high sense of re-
sponsibility, confi rming that the 
bank’s senior management has 
always focused on the impor-
tance of recognising achievers 
and exemplary talents, and will 
always off er them support to 
grow and thrive.

The CEO further commended 
the achievements made by the 
various departments and sec-
tions, encouraging the employ-
ees to push further towards the 
bank’s strategic objectives and 
to stay informed of the latest up-
dates in the Islamic banking in-

dustry now more than ever.
The bank has received sev-

eral awards in appreciation of 
its outstanding banking services 
and products, which refl ects the 
Bank’s good understanding of 
the market requirements and 
needs. Since its inception back in 
2013, the bank has made invest-
ments in the community it oper-
ates in as one of its key priorities 
along with investments in edu-
cation, youth development and 
increased awareness of Islamic 
fi nance as a proven way towards 
social welfare. Additionally, the 
bank strives to help customers 
across Oman by giving them ac-
cess to convenient and Sharia-
compliant banking services.

Moreover, organisational de-
velopment has been one of the 
key strategic focuses for Alizz 
Islamic Bank over the past two 
years with a strong belief that 
human capital is a key driver 
of the organisation’s overall 
growth. Several inter-depart-
mental meetings were held to 
understand employee needs and 
aspirations. Accordingly, many 
programs were introduced to 
enhance the employees’ capac-
ity to make a positive change and 
increase effi  ciency. These pro-
grams involved improving strate-
gies, structures and processes to 
increase the chances of impact 
and contribution to the bank’s 
objectives, and boost productiv-
ity and fi nancial awareness.

T O P  P E R F O R M I N G  S T A F F

Onam celebration 

to be held on 

Sept 23 and 24

MUSCAT: Onam celebrations in 
Oman for the year 2022, organ-
ised by Indian Social Club (ISC) 
Malayalam Wing are to be held on 
September 23 and 24, at Al Falaj 
Grand Hall, Ruwi. Celebrations 
are set to begin on the 23rd at 6pm.

At the function, Amit Naranag, 
Indian Ambassador to Oman, will 
be the chief guest, and Babu Rajen-
dran, honourable general secre-
tary of the Indian Social club will 
be the special guest. 

P. Sreekumar, Convener of In-
dian Social Club Malayalam Wing 
will present the cultural award to 
the legendary singer Padmabhush-
an K.S. Chithra, an inspiration to 
every Malayali. Concert by famous 
fl autist Rajesh Cherthala and the 
team promise to enliven the fes-
tivities with a musical fusion.

‘Chenda Melam’ by Melam Mus-
cat, dance performances by ISC Ma-
layalam wing members, and so on 
will also be part of the celebration. 

ISC Malayalam Wing Convener 
P. Sreekumar, Co-Convenor Lekha 
Vinod and Treasurer Ajith Kumar 
Menon in a joint news report ex-
tended invitations to everyone and 
announced that being two years 
since the last Onam celebration 
ISC Malayalam Wing is poised for 
a grand and jubilant gala.

I S C  M A L A Y A L A M  W I N G

OTE’s Mega Warehouse 

Sale is back with a bang
MUSCAT: For a limited time only, 
OTE Group’s immensely popular 
warehouse sale is back again, this 
time around with fabulous dis-
counts of up to 70% on a wide array 
of consumer electronics and home 
appliance brands from the world’s 
leading manufacturers.

The fi ve-day-long blowout 
sale – the biggest of its kind in the 
consumer retail space here in the 
Sultanate of Oman – begins on 
September 21 and concludes on 
September 25. The venue is the LG 
Warehouse at Ghala (next to the 
OTE Service Centre Complex), 
where a multitude of items is up 
for grabs at attractive discounts 
ranging from 20 – 70 per cent.

On display amid the expansive 
settings of the LG Warehouse is 
a vast inventory of merchandise, 
ranging from television sets, air 
conditions, IT products, audio-
visual devices, and assorted other 
home appliances. They represent 
some of the choicest off erings 

from world-class brands LG and 
Bosch, distributed exclusively by 
Oman Gulf Enterprises, an affi  li-
ate of OTE Group. 

Taking centre-stage at the 
mega sale are products from LG, 
a prominent player in the global 
consumer electronics industry, 
well-known for its innovations 
in the TV, home appliance and air 
conditioner product segments.

Also sharing the spotlight with 
LG are products from Bosch, a 
luxury – yet aff ordable – a segment 

of the consumer electronics mar-
ket. Bosch is also well-established 
as a manufacturer of energy-effi  -
cient household appliances rang-
ing from washing machines and 
dryers to refrigerators, freezers, 
stoves and ovens and dishwashers, 
to small appliances such as coff ee 
makers and food processors. 

Complementing the collec-
tion are television sets and air-
conditioners for residential and 
commercial purposes from well-
known consumer electronics 
brand Hisense. 

As with previous editions of 
this keenly-awaited retail ex-
travaganza, bargain prices await 
customers on a wide collection 
of new stock items, showroom 
display units and repaired sets 
across all three leading brands 
during the mega sale.

Visiting hours are from 9 am – 
1 pm and 4 – 8pm on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 
(4 – 8 pm on Friday). 

L I M I T E D  T I M E

Renault Symbol meets customer expectations

MUSCAT: Distinguished for its 
innovative technologies, attrac-
tive features, and modern design 
Renault Symbol meets customer 
expectations when it comes to 
fuel-effi  ciency and excellent qual-
ity provided at a very competitive 
price. Its comfort and roominess 
makes’ Renault Symbol the per-
fect sedan for prospective custom-
ers looking for value for money.

Reasonable pricing was one of 
the most crucial considerations 
for Salim Mohamed from Nizwa 
to opt for Renault Symbol.

He also says, “The best part of 
the car is that suspension and 
running gear have been engi-
neered for comfort and effi  ciency. 
While it is aff ordable, Renault 
Symbol is also powered by a range 
of latest-generation engines, all of 
which combine performance, low 
fuel consumption and respect for 
the environment.”

Anwar Shaban from Muscat 
says he has been using Renault 
Symbol for many years and has 
never thought of changing it. “Its 
economical fuel consumption 

and low servicing and running 
costs are great plus points. Re-
nault Symbol is truly economical 
to run which is very important for 
people like me,” says Anwar.

Younis Baluchi from Rusayl 
who has four school going kids, 
too says Renault Symbol is his 
preferred car.

“They go to four diff erent 
schools, and I drop theme very 
day. The car provides great fuel 
consumption, performance, and 
auditory comfort. Prolonged ser-
vicing and oil-change intervals 
also contribute to low running 
costs. Renault Symbol off ers high 

standards when it comes to trav-
elling with comfort,” says Younis.

Jamal Al Hinai from Ibri says 
Renault Symbol is legitimately 
inexpensive to run. “It comes out 
with top colours when it comes to 
aff ordability, fuel effi  ciency and 
multiple features especially when 
it comes to safety attributes.” 

A spokesperson for Renault 
Oman, from the house of Suhail 
Bahwan Automobiles said, “The 
Renault Symbol has huge fan fol-
lowing because of manifold fac-
tors. It is also a perfect sedan for 
everyone looking for luxury, sta-
tus and style.”

P E R F E C T  C H O I C E

Chief Guest: H.E. Amit Amit 
Narang, Ambassador of India 

to the Sultanate of Oman

Guest of Honour: Padma 
Bhushan, Smt. K.S. Chithra





https://maps.app.goo.gl/1EgqzvLvgy9ZfBnQ9?g_st=iw





	A00A - Centrepoint
	A00B - OTE
	A00C - Max
	A01
	A01A - Hitachi
	A01B - MHA
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B03
	B04
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	C08A - WeFix
	e-paper back-full size



