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HM RECEIVES WRITTEN MESSAGE

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has
received a written message from Phillippe
Leopold Louis Marie, King of the Belgians.
The message deals with the bilateral relations
between Oman and Belgium. It was handed
over to Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr Hamad
Al Busaidi, when he received in Muscat Hadja
Lahbib, Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
European Affairs and Foreign Trade and the
Federal Cultural Institutions. > A5

CREDIT OMAN CONTINUES TO
SUPPORT EXPORTERS, SELLERSh

The food and consumer goods
sector topped the value of

sales insured by Credit Oman
registering a growth of 23 percent
to OMR43.33 million during the
first quarter of 2023 compared

to OMR35.23 million during the
same period of 2022. > B2
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MERGER OF ELEGTRICITY FIRMS |
10 GUT OPERATIONAL GOSTS

The diesel power plants in Oman will

be phased out in the future as part of a

comprehensive initiative to review the

expenditures of electricity sector

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Diesel power plants
in the Sultanate of Oman will be
phased out gradually as they are
proving to be expensive and also
harming the environment, the
Chief Operating Officer (CEO) of
Nama Supply said.

Speaking to Times of Oman’s
sisterly radio channel Al Shabiba,
Salim Said Al Kamyani, CEO of
Nama Supply, said: “We plan to
gradually abandon the diesel pow-
er plants in Oman in the future as
part of a comprehensive initiative
to review the electricity sector’s
costs and restructure of the dis-
tribution and supply companies.”

The recent decision by Nama
Group to merge all power supply
and distribution entities will go
a long way in improving the effi-

ciency of supply and distribution
of electricity besides reducing
the overall operational costs.

The companies have been
brought under two main compa-
nies: Nama Electricity Distribu-
tion and Nama Supply.

Al Kamyani said, “With 90
percent of subscribers receiv-
ing e-bills and 70 percent utilis-
ing electronic bill payment, the
company has already made sig-
nificant progress in streamlining
the processes.”

Unified call centre

“Also, the unified call centre (tel-
ephone number 1011) will ensure
seamless handling of requests
and inquiries. It will upgrade the
standard of services and will help
keep pace with technical devel-
opments in the field of subscriber

Under the restructuring plan, one

company will focus on supply services,
including billing and collection operations, while
the other will specialise in distribution services.

4
Salim Said Al Kamyani, CEO
of Nama Supply Company

services,” he further add.

Seamless transition
Al Kamyani said there has been a
seamless transition of assets and
employees to Nama Electricity
Distribution and Nama Supply,
ensuring continuity of business
operations and projects.

Collaborating with key govern-
ment agencies, Nama Group went
for the merger of various compa-
nies to optimise resources and en-
hance overall performance.

The two main companies -
‘Nama Electricity Distribution’

rated and replaced the following
companies: Muscat Electricity
Distribution Company, Mazoon
Electricity Company, Majan Elec-
tricity Company, and Tanweer
Company.

Nama Group had earlier said
that the new structure applies to
the management and supply of
electricity services in all gover-
norates of Oman, except for Dho-
far Governorate where electric-
ity, water and waste services are
provided through Nama Dhofar
Services Company.

Low-voltage networks
Nama Electricity Distribution
will shoulder the responsibility
of providing distribution services
and related matters, like regulat-
ing electricity metres and estab-
lishing low-voltage networks and
transformers to ensure the relia-
bility of services rendered to sub-
scribers. Nama Supply will handle
billing and collection operations.
“Under the restructuring plan,
one company will focus on sup-
ply services, including billing and
collection operations, while the
other will specialise in distribu-
tion services. This strategic rea-
lignment aims to reduce costs, en-
hance system efficiency, improve
services, and elevate customer

and ‘Nama Supply’ - incorpo- satisfaction,” said Al Kamyani.

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

4 children found alive
after plane crash

Four Indigenous children
2 who went missing in
the Colombian Amazon
after surviving a plane crash 40
days ago have been found alive,

Colombian President Gustavo
Petro said. >A7

Applications sought
for kiosks in Dhofar

The Dhofar Municipality
1seeks applications from

citizens for operating
kiosks and food carts
temporarily in the governorate
for the fall season 2023.
Requests are being accepted
from June 10 till June 16. >A3

MSX sees positive
performance

Oman’s benchmark
3 Muscat Securities
Exchange (MSX)
witnessed some volatility
this week but was able to

see a positive performance,
according to an expert. >B1

OMR520mn budget
surplus for Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The State’s General
Budget of Oman registered a sur-
plus of OMR520 million at the
end of April 2023 compared to
a surplus of OMR468 million
achieved over the same period
in 2022.

The Ministry of Finance af-
firmed that the government will
continue utilising the surplus
for liability management exer-
cise and reducing public debt,
enhancing social spending and
stimulating economic recovery.

As far as public spending
is concerned, it amounted to
OMRS3.87 billion at the end of
April 2023, up by OMR123 mil-
lion, 3 percent compared to
actual spending over the same
period in 2022. This is due to an

increase in current expenditure
of civil ministries.

Current expenditure at the
end of April 2023 amounted
to OMR2.67 billion, down by
OMR269 million, i.e. 9 percent
when compared to an amount
of OMRR2.94 billion registered
over the same period in 2022.

-With ONA inputs

First phase of National
Biodiversity Survey completed

Young Dmani entrepreneur realising his fashion dream
i

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A young Omani entre-
preneur is doing brisk business
from his outlet in Sohar and he
plans to open more such shops
across the Sultanate of Oman to
meet the needs of people.

Belonging to the group of next-
generation, he said, “I chose to
open a shop selling clothes and
shoes because everyone wants to
look beautiful and elegant.

When Times of Oman contacted
Omar Mohammed Al-Farisi, from
Sohar, North Al-Batinah Gover-
norate, he said: “As you know, eve-
ryone wants to look good whether
at their workplace or even while

going to markets, parks, or visit-
ing their relatives. There are three
things that distinguish a person
from others-they are clothes,
shoes, and accessories such as
pens and watches.”

Omar Al-Farsi said: “Wearing
clothes and shoes of international
brands is very important for each of
us.Thave been particularly fond of in-
ternational brands since I was young.
I dreamed of having my own outlet to
sell clothes, shoes and accessories,
and today I have fulfilled my dream
of owning my own business.”

Al-Farsi confirmed that he
opened this project from his own
money in November 2022 by giv-
ing the name 23style. When asked

about this name, he said: “I wanted
to be different, especially since I
love number 23. Actually it is my
lucky number, soI added style toit,
meaning fashion to keep pace with
the current time and suit the taste
of people of all types.”

He pointed out that with the
passage of time, the taste and
inclination of customers change
in terms of shape, quality of
products.

Al-Farsi chose to open his own
project in his home Wilayat of
Sohar so that he can manage it by
himself and meet the demands of
customers. He said that his prod-
ucts are in great demand as he re-
ceives more than 15 requests daily.

Omar also confirmed that the
number of requests increases at
the end of each month, more on
holidays and on a seasonal basis.
Omar Al-Farsi has an account
on Instagram that displays the
products of his shop on ( 155t )
and receives orders electronically
for male products only. He added
there is a special corner for women
to sell shoes and some accessories.

Regarding Omar’s future plans,
he confirmed that he is seeking
to open more branches in various
governorates of the Sultanate, es-
pecially in Muscat, Salalah, Nizwa,
Al Buraimi and Ibri, hoping that
everyone will support him in his
private venture.
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‘Private schools complement
education of public schools’

The meeting targeted 60 directors of

private school departments and heads of

departments in the Directorates-General of

education in the governorates

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Edu-
cation, represented by the Direc-
torate-General of Private Schools,
organised a meeting with those
concerned in the departments of
private schools in the educational
directorates of the governorates.

The meeting targeted 60 direc-
tors of private school departments
and heads of departments in the
Directorates-General of education
in the governorates.
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The meeting was held under
the auspices of Dr. Abdullah bin
Khamis Ambosaidi, Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Education,
in the presence of representatives
from the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promotion,
the Petroleum Development Oman
Company, the Ministry’s Legal De-
partment, and a number of the Di-
rectorate’s employees, at the Train-
ing and Emergency Centre in the
Civil Aviation Authority building.

The meeting began with a reci-

tation of two poems, the first was
titled “Falak al-Mahaba” by the
poet Salim Al-Kalbani, and the
second was titled “Cradle and Glo-
ry” by the poet Yahya Al-Hasani.
The two poems were recited by
student Mansour bin Nasser Al-
Husseini, a sixth grader at Sheikh
Hamdan Al-Yousifi School (5-6) in
Seeb, followed by a welcome panel
entitled “Welcome, Hala,” and was
presented by the students of Al-
Mouj Private School in Seeb.

Dr. Abdullah bin Khamis Ambo-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Education, said: “Private
school education is complementa-
ry to public school education, and
the School Education Law empha-
sised the role and importance of
private schools, which are an im-
portant gain and support for the
role of the Directorate-General of
Private Schools in organising the
private school education sector.
‘We hope from this meeting to en-
hance the status of private schools
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and the roles they play, and there is
no doubt that there is continuous
support from the Ministry for pri-
vate schools, in accordance with
the laws and regulations in force
for private schools.”

Dr. Khadija Al Salami, Acting Di-
rector-General of Private Schools,
delivered a speech in which she
said: “This forum comes within the
framework of the continuous ef-
forts of the Ministry of Education
represented by the Directorate-
General of Private Schools, and
its constant interest in improving
work in the private school educa-
tion sector, and its keenness to
develop human resources in su-
pervising these schools, and fol-
lowing up their work progress as
a basic pillar aimed at increasing
knowledge, skills and capabilities,
and exchanging experiences in
order to raise the level of perfor-
mance and productive efficiency to
the maximum extent possible, and
achieve the desired aspirations. All

of which is reflected in the devel-
opment of the educational process
and the quality of services provid-
ed by the private school education
sector, in line with Oman Vision
2040 in empowering human capa-
bilities to compete locally and glob-
ally, and to promote an educational
system characterised by high qual-
ity and community partnership to
be an effective national system for
scientific research, creativity and
innovation.”

The meeting included the pres-
entation of four papers where the
first paper was titled “Presenta-
tion of a Lean Methodology” and
was presented by Saria Al Hashi-
mi, Continuous Improvement
Trainer at PDO.

The second paper was titled
“Invest Easy” and was presented
by Abdullah Al Kalbani, Head of
the Business Development and
Consulting Department, Depart-
ment of Commercial Affairs and
E-Commerce at the Directorate-

General of Commerce at the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry, and
Investment Promotion. Jassim
Al Belushi, Director of the Legal
Department at the Ministry of
Education, presented the third
paper entitled “School Violations
and Legal Actions Against Them”
whereas the fourth paper was ti-
tled “Directorate-General of Pri-
vate Schools,” and was presented
by Mahmoud Al-Husseini, Assis-
tant Director-General for Admin-
istrative and Financial Affairs at
the Directorate-General of Private
Schools.

In between the presentation of
the papers, the Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Education hon-
oured the presenters of the papers,
followed by the Acting Director
General of Private Schools pre-
senting a gift to the Undersecre-
tary of Education. At the end of the
meeting, the Acting Director Gen-
eral of Private Schools honoured
the participants.
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Requests are being
accepted from June
10, 2023 till June
16, 2023, and no
application will be
considered beyond

the specified date

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Dhofar Munici-
pality seeks applications from
Omani citizens for operating ki-
osks and food carts temporarily in
the governorate for the fall season
2023.

In a statement, the Dhofar
Municipality said: “The munici-
pality would like to announce to
the honourable public that it has
opened the door for submitting
applications to practice tempo-
rary activities (kiosks and food
carts) for Omani citizens during
the Khareef season 2023 in the
Governorate.

Requests are being accepted
from June 10, 2023 till June
16, 2023, and no application
will be considered beyond the
specified date.

It noted that the acceptance of
registration does not mean final
approval of the application as it
will be subjected to study, evalu-
ation and approvals according to
the procedures followed in the
municipality.

Priority will be for job seekers

Photo for representative purpose only.

and Riyada card holders, in addi-
tion the kiosks will be exempted
from fees after verification and
the applicants are obligated to
employ Omani cadres throughout
the specified period.

Meanwhile, a meeting was held
at the office of the Governor of
Dhofar on Wednesday to assess
the preparedness of government
and private establishments for
the Khareef (monsoon) season
2023.

The readiness procedures were
discussed during the meeting,

Two women injured
after fire breaks out
in an apartment

"

FIRE EXTING

UISHED: The firefighting te

ams of the Civil Defence

and Ambulance Authority (CDAA) were able to put out the blaze.

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Two women received
moderate injury after a fire broke
out in a residential building in
Al Khuwair area of the Wilayat
of Bausher in the Muscat Gover-
norate. Firefighting teams of the
Civil Defence and Ambulance
Authority (CDAA) were able to
put out the blaze.

A statement issued by the
CDAA said: “The firefighting
teams of the Civil Defence and
Ambulance Department in Mus-
cat Governorate were able to put
out a fire that broke out in an
apartment in one of the buildings
in Al Khuwair area, Wilayat of
Bausher.”

The statement added that the
incident resulted in two women
being hospitalised with moder-
ate health issues due to inhaling
of smoke.

which was held here under the
auspices of His Highness Sayyid
Marwan Turki Al Said, Governor
of Dhofar.

HH Sayyid Marwan expressed
gratitude for the directives of His
Majesty the Sultan to provide di-
rect subsidies on fuel prices at
Salalah Airport and equate fuel
prices with counterparts at Mus-
cat International Airport.

This, he said, will encourage
the operation of more direct in-
bound and outbound flights to
Salalah Airport.
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SUPPLIERS FOR
EVENT MANAGEMENT

EE

Venue Providers: Indoor and Outdoor

Catering Services and Customized F&B

Audiovisual and Stage Equipment Rental

Event Equipment Rental (Tents, stages, portable restrooms)
Event Decor and Props rental and fabrication

Event Technology Providers (Event management software,
registration systems, mobile apps)

Talents Agents (Representing entertainers, musicians, DJs,
bands, magicians)

Event Transportation (Shuttle services, limousines,

or car rental providers)

Printing and Signage

Event Security Services (Crowd management and

VIP protection services)

Floral Designers

Event Staffing Agencies (Event coordinators, ushers,
promoters and on-site event support)

Event Insurance Providers (Coverage for liability, equipment
damage, cancellation)

3D designers

Individuals with skills: paint, draw, extreme sports, etc

An event company in
Oman invites suppliers to share
their company profile,

hody of work and pricing.

Mail us on:
omaneventagency@gmail.com

WE VALUE
' YOUR TRUST
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PROVIDING FLEXIBLE INSURANCE SOLUTIONS SINCE 1985

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANGE NEEDS, CHOOSE US ; Q ‘l!lj
> &

OMAN UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY SAOG
Post Box 1522, Ruwi, PC 112 Sultanate of Oman
24477300 | info@omanutd.com | www.omanutd.com

]
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Oman United
Insurance Co.
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FIRST PHASE OF
JIVERSITY

Y COMPLETED IN
B HIRH

MUSCAT: The preliminary field surveys of the
National Biodiversity Survey project in Al Burai-
mi Governorate unveiled the existence of 11 spe-
cies of birds, 3 species of wild mammals and 6
types of wild reptiles.

The survey also tracked recent remains of 6
species of wild mammals, such as the wild and
sand cat, the Arabian tahr (mammal) and the lynx.

In Al Dhahirah Governorate, the survey
points to the existence of 12 species of birds,
two types of wild mammals, 3 types of reptiles,
as well as footprints and remains of 4 species
of wild mammals, such as the mountain fox and
the wild rabbit.

The National Biodiversity Survey project in
the Sultanate of Oman aims to build a national
database of species, especially wild mammals.
The project seeks to document and update data
about the animals’ areas of existence and the
changes that occurred to them as a result of eco-
nomic and urban activities.

The project lays emphasis on providing access
to accurate statistics for a census aimed to cover
all types of medium and large wild mammals. -ona
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HM the Sultan receives

written message from
King of the Belgians

During the meeting,
the guest minister
conveyed the
greetings of King of
the Belgians to His
Majesty the Sultan

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has received
a written message from Phillippe
Leopold Louis Marie, King of the
Belgians. The message deals with
the bilateral relations between
Oman and Belgium.

It was handed over to Foreign
Minister Sayyid Badr Hamad
Al Busaidi, when he received in
Muscat Hadja Lahbib, Belgian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Eu-
ropean Affairs and Foreign Trade
and the Federal Cultural Institu-
tions.

During the meeting, the guest
minister conveyed greetings of
King of the Belgians to His Maj-
esty the Sultan. She extended
thanks for the efforts made by
Oman to secure the release of the
Belgian citizen, as well as an Aus-
trian citizen a Danish citizen.

As far as the bilateral relations
between Oman and Belgium are
concerned, the two ministers
lauded the progress witnessed
by these relations in various eco-
nomic, trade, investment and cul-
tural areas.

They also commended the co-
operation between Dugm Port
andthe Port of Antwerp, stressing
the importance of expanding the

cooperation to cover other fields,
particularly in the renewable en-
ergy projects and green hydrogen
production.

The two sides also underlined
the joint keenness to expand
cultural, academic and student
exchange programmes and coop-
eration in the fields of science and
technology, as well as promoting
tourism and investment opportu-
nities between the two countries.

The meeting further discussed
the developments at the regional
and international arenas. In this
context, both sides affirmed that
they will continue exchanging
views on these developments,
stemming from the joint keen-
ness to come up with peaceful
solutions for various issues in a
way that maintains security and
stability.

The meeting was attended by
a number of officials from both
sides. —ona

GCC electric interconnection
project yielding vital benefits

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Mohsen bin Hamad
Al-Hadhrami, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Energy and Min-
erals, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Gulf Intercon-
nection Authority, participated in
a ceremony for sharing of power
through a grid between the city
of Arar in the northern region of
Saudi Arabia and the Yousifiyah
region in Iraq, on Saturday.

The initial capacity of the elec-
tricity network will be 1,000 meg-
awatts.

“The Gulf electrical intercon-
nection project is one of the most
important infrastructure inter-
connection projects approved by
the leaders of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council states,” Mohsen bin
Hamad Al Hadhrami, Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Energy
and Minerals, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Gulf In-
terconnection Authority, said.

He added that this strategic
project has given technical and
economic benefits every year for
the GCC countries. It gives sup-
port during emergency -cases,
thus sparing the networks of the
GCC countries during electrical
outages. This network helps by
immediately transferring the re-
quired energy through the electri-
cal interconnection network that

extends to a distance of approxi-
mately 1,050 km from Kuwait to
the Sultanate of Oman.

He stated that the project,
since its operation until now, has
supported approximately 2,700
cases, and has also contributed
in achieving savings for the GCC
countries ranging from $200 mil-
lion to $300 million annually, and
the cumulative savings for the
GCC countries since the start of
the project has reached about $3
billion.

He stressed that the project
aims to meet part of the demand
for electrical energy in the south
of'the Republic of Traq.

This will be with about 500
megawatts of energy from the

GCC countries through the Gulf
electrical interconnection net-
work as a first stage. The work
on the project will take about 24
months.

The Secretary-General of the
Gulf Cooperation Council, Jas-
sim Al-Budaiwi said that the Gulf
electrical interconnection project
is one of the most important pro-
jects for linking the infrastruc-
ture among the GCC states.

This involves optical fiber net-
works, providing the foundations
for the exchange and trade of
electrical energy between mem-
ber states in a way that serves the
economic aspects, supports the
reliability of electrical supply, and
deals with emergency crises.

Fishermen in Al Wusta urged
to move boats to safer areas

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Directorate of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources in the Al Wusta Gov-
ernorate has urged all fishermen
and sea-goers to follow the alerts
issued by the meteorological de-
partment regarding the effects of
Beparjoy tropical condition. Peo-
ple have been advised to anchor

their fishing vessels, boats and
equipment at safe places to avoid
damage or loss due to high waves.

The Meteorological Depart-
ment issued a warning to fisher-
men to avoid going to the sea and
desist from marine activities due
to rough waves, reaching (3-6)
metres on the coasts of the Ara-
bian Sea during the next three
days, and the average wave height

on the coasts of the Sea of Oman
will reach (1.5-2.5) metres, start-
ing from Monday.

The Indian authorities have
declared a state of alert in the
states of Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Goa, western India and other
coastal areas, after meteorolo-
gists warned of an increase in the
strength of a cyclone over the Ara-
bian Sea during the next 24 hours.

SMARTENUP
DRIVE SAFE

@ ATIMES OF OMAN HANDS-FREE DRIVING INITIATIVE

SALE OF USED

CRANES / VEHICLES

Rental Company offers used Cranes / Vehicles
for sale on an as is where is basis,
Detailed list of items can be obtained from
our Ghala office

Contact : 71779397 /90183414 / 99244303 / 91409767 / 92850054
Quotations will be accepted in sealed envelopes only.
Submissions of quotations latest by 13th June 2023
to our Head Office at Ghala, Ph : +968 24503801

U.S. EMBASSY - MUSCAT
ONLINE AUCTION SALE

OF USED ITEMS

The U.5. Embassy Muscat is auctioning used household and office furniture,
furnishings, and appliances, by online auction.

Interested bidders may view the auction items online starting on Tuesday, June
06, 2023 at 10:00a.m. by going to https://online-auction.state.gov/en-US.
Online bidding for all items will open on Thursday, June 08 at 10:00a.m.
Bidders must first register on the website before placing a bid.

All items offered for sale will be sold “as is, where is,” which means that there
are no warranties, either expressed or implied. Bidding closes on Sunday, June
11, 2023 at 2:00p.m.

After the auction closes on June 11, successful bidders will be notified and
must make full payment in the Bank Muscat U.S. Embassy account before the
payment deadline of June 13, 11:00a.m. Prospective bidders can view
payment instructions in the “How it works” link on the auction website after
the auction goes live. Please note payment instructions may be different
from previous auctions and failure to follow payment instructions will result
in the forfeiture of your lots and possible bank fees. Please read instructions
carefully. Late payments will not be accepted.

Successful bidders with fully paid lots must collect their items or arrange for
someone to collect them on Saturday, June 17 at the Ghala warehouse during
the specific scheduled time (BEFORE 3:00pm). If you are unable to arrange
pickup on that date, please do not participate in the auction as there are no
alternate pickup dates. Directions to the Ghala warehouse will be provided to

winning bidders.
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MUSCAT MUNICIPALITY

documents for the website through the following link:
(https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)

Advertisement No. 21/2022

Companies specialized in the field and registered with Tender Board, may obtain tender

against non-refundable fees as mentioned below starting from the date of this
announcement and until the end of deadline stipulated below.

(A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AT A A A A A AT A A A A AT AT AT A A AT AT ATATA A ATATATATAAYAYATA

Tender Tender Tender|Last date to| Tender Grade
Number Description Fee | collect the |return date |26/09/2022
tender
PRE/20/022 |Consultancy Services for ) 3
2023/MM/HQ-25 | Design of Wadi Al Lahlo 75 28/06/2023 | 20/07/2023 First %j
PRE/22/145 Stray Dogs Control F%
2022/MM/QS-74 Project 40 15/06/2023 | 22/06/2023 Specialist ‘%
(Re-tender) (Re-Tender)
Construction of g
ORE3107 Proposed Solutions to =
resolve Water Forth =
2023/MM/QS-39 Stagnation at Bousher 2 S e §]
(37) 3
, <
Construction of %
PRE/23/108 Proposed Solutions to
2023/MM/QS-40 resolve Water 25 28/06/2023 20/07/2023 Fourth %
Stagnation at Al Ansab L%
PRE/23/116  |Supply of Polymerization . 4
2023/MM/QS-41 |devices and accessories 25 28/06/2023 | 20/07/2023 Spacialist g
Roads Maintenance >
5 0:3Rfﬁr2v13fg§042 Works in Muscat 25 | 28/06/2023 | 20/07/2023 First >
? Govermorate >
1. Bidders shall submit their offers electronically. i
2. Clarification and Support: <
«  For any inquiries regarding tenders, please visit e-tendering website: 5
(https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om). =
«  For technical support of e-tendering system please send an email to =
(etenderhd@mtcit.gov.om) or call (+96824402200). 6
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EU ministers strike key
deal on asylum reforms

The plans should see migrants more fairly

distributed across member states and shake

up asvlum application practices to allow

authorities to deport people more swiftly

BRUSSELS: After almost a dec-
ade of wrangling, European Union
countries have finally agreed to re-
form the bloc’s migration and asy-
lum policy.

The plans, given the green light
by ministers on Thursday, should
see migrants more fairly distrib-
uted across the EU’s 27 member
states and shake up asylum appli-
cation practices to allow authori-
ties to deport people more swiftly.

“I didn’t really believe I would
be sitting here saying this, but here
we are,” Swedish Migration Minis-
ter Maria Malmer Stenergard told
reporters after chairing 12 hours
of talks.

“It is a historic step and a great
success to finally be able to unite
so many member states.”

The deal, which needed back-

ing from a qualified majority of
the bloc’s members — represent-
ing at least 65% of its population
— paves the way for final nego-
tiations with lawmakers at the
European Parliament. But critics
say Europe is shutting itself off
from asylum seekers and shirking
responsibility.

EU countries should take in
migrants or pay

Years of thorny debate have cen-
tered on one issue: How to dis-
tribute irregular migrants — those
entering the EU illegally — across
member states more fairly.

Most irregular migrants arrive
on the EU’s southern coast, in
countries such as Italy, Spain and
Greece, often making dangerous
journeys in small boats that depart

from Turkey, Tunisia, or Morocco.

EU law states that people must
claim asylum in the country where
they first arrive, which has left
southern states demanding more
help. In the past, Brussels tried
to force northern and eastern EU
countries to take in a certain num-
ber of migrants based on the size of
their population. But the attempt
failed, and migration policy expert
Helena Hahn told DW that such an
approach is no longer “politically
feasible.”

Under the new compromise, EU
countries can opt out of relocat-
ing migrants if they pay a fee of
€20,000 ($21,553) per person into
afund managed by Brussels.

“Theideaisthatthereisapool of
options available to member states
in order to showcase solidarity
with a country that is experienc-
ing so-called migratory pressure,”
Hahn explained ahead of Thurs-
day’s make-or-break meeting.

But some EU governments
are not on board

“Brussels is abusing its power,”
Hungarian Prime Minister Victor
Orban wrote on Facebook on Fri-
day. “This is unacceptable! They
want to turn Hungary into a coun-
try of immigrants by force.”

Poland also complained, but
both countries’ objections were
overruled in the majority voting
system.

Campaigners too have slammed
the deal for different reasons, with
Oxfam’s migration expert Steph-
anie Pope accusing EU countries
of trying to “buy themselves out
of their responsibility to welcome
refugees.”

EU ministers also agreed on a
new system to separate asylum ap-
plicants based on how likely they
are to be granted protection.

In 2022, only 40% of those who
sought refuge in the EU qualified
for asylum and authorities want to
beef up deportation powers.

Under the plans, people from
countries considered safer would
have their applications filtered
through a fast-track assessment
procedure at the border. This
would apply to those hailing from
states with recognition rates be-
low 20%.

In 2022, that included India,
North Macedonia, Moldova, Viet-
nam, Tunisia, Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Serbia and Nepal, accord-
ing to the EU’s asylum agency. — ow

& App Store

| T
\

\
- 20% oFF

| Full Health

Download the App NOW! —

r‘ i.:'w:r:n‘q.le Plavy

circlee

Full story @ timesofoman.com/world

Printed and published by:
Muscat Media Group
Post Box. 770,

Postal Code; 112

Y

1mes

OF OMAN ¢

Founder: Essa bin Mohammed Al Zedjali

Chairman / Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali
Deputy Editor-in-Chief: Anees bin Essa Al Zedjali
Chief Executive Officer; Ahmed Essa Al Zedjali

EDITORIAL: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24813153, E-mail: editor@timesofoman.com
ADVERTISING: Telephone: 24726666, Fax; 24812624, E-mail: advertising@timesofoman.com
GIRCULATION: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24818270, E-mail: circulation@timesofoman.com

i

Boris Johnson
resigns as UK MP

LONDON: Former UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has an-
nounced he has resigned as an
MP with immediate effect, ac-
cording to media report.

The former prime minister
said he is standing down in his
Uxbridge and South Ruislip con-
stituency ahead of the Privileges
Committee report into whether
he misled Parliament. It is perti-
nent to mention that former UK
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
was grilled by a cross-party par-
liamentary panel for several hours
in March to establish whether
he knowingly misled the House
of Commons over the party gate
scandal of COVID law-breaking
parties at Downing Street .

Inastatement, the former prime
minister said he has received the
findings from the privileges com-
mittee report into whether he mis-
led MPs over party gate.

“Much to my amazement they
are determined to use the pro-
ceedings against me to drive me
out of parliament”, he said.

Johnson’s statement did not
say what sanction the committee
recommended, but a suspension
from the Commons of 10 days
or more - if approved by MPs -
would trigger a recall petition
which would then result in a by-
election if 10 per cent of his con-
stituents backed the move, SKY
News reported.

Johnson said, “I have written

to my association in Uxbridge
and South Ruislip to say that I am
stepping downward with and trig-
gering an immediate by-election.

“I am very sorry to leave my
wonderful constituency. It has
been a huge honour to serve
them, both as Mayor and MP.

“But I am proud that after what
is cumulatively a 15-year stint I
have helped to deliver among oth-
er things a vast new railway in the
Elizabeth Line and full funding
for a wonderful new state-of-the-
art hospital for Hillingdon, where
enabling works have already
begun,”SKY News reported.

The cross-party privileges
committee, led by Labour MP
Harriet Harman, has been as-
sessing whether Mr Johnson
misled parliament with his state-
ments claiming all COVID rules
and guidelines were followed
by Number 10 during lockdown
gatherings, SKY News reported.

India’s low-cost digital platforms
project technological dominance

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi aspires to
turn India into a Vishwaguru, or
‘teacher to the world’. In a little
over a decade India has built a
collection of public-facing digital
platforms that have transformed
its citizens’ lives, according to the
Economist.

Once known as the ‘India
Stack’, they have been rebranded
‘Digital Public Infrastructure’
(DPI) as the number and ambi-
tion of the platforms have grown.
It is this DPI that India hopes to
export--and in the process build
its economy and influence, re-
ports The Economist. It said it is
India’s low-cost, software-based
version of China’s infrastructure-
led Belt and Road Initiative. “The
benefits of digital transformation
should not be confined to a small
part of the human race,” said PM
Modi at the G20 summit in Indo-
nesialastyear.

‘DPT involves a triad of iden-
tity, payments and data manage-
ment. It started with the aptly
named Aadhaar, or ‘foundation’, a
biometric digital-identity system
rolled out under the former Con-
gress-led government in 2010,
which now covers nearly all of In-
dia’s 1.4 billion people.

Next came the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI), which
makes digital payment as easy
as sending a text or scanning a
QR code. Launched in 2016, the
platform accounted for 73% of all
non-cash retail payments in India
in the year to March.

The third DPI pillar involves
data management. Using their
12-digit Aadhaar number, Indi-
ans can access online documents
whose authenticity is guaranteed
by the government.

This system, called Digilocker,
is connected to tax documents,
vaccine certificates and more. To
make payments, verify identity
and get access to crucial docu-
ments, an Indian can rely on their
phone.

For the affluent, such innova-
tions are convenient. For millions
of others, they are transformative.
Vendors of everything from coco-

nuts to jewellery can now accept
digital payments. This has made
their lives easier, more profitable
and more secure.

The hundreds of millions in
India’s welfare system receive
“direct benefit transfers” straight
to their Aadhaar-linked bank ac-
counts, which has slashed corrup-
tion, according to the Economist.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) thinks the govern-
ment thereby saved 2.2 trillion
rupees (34 billion dollars), or 1.1
per cent of GDP, between 2013
and March 2021. The system also
helps disburse emergency funds,
such as during the pandemic, re-
ported the Economist.

Several other digital platforms
have recently been launched or
soon will be. The Open Network
for Digital Commerce is a newish
government-backed non-profit
dedicated to helping e-commerce
services work together. The idea
is to help millions of small busi-
nesses connect to third-party
payments and logistics providers.

Sahamati, an NGO, is setting up
a platform to allow “account ag-
gregators” to enable individuals
to share financial informationina
standardised format with, for in-
stance, lenders. It hopes this will
mitigate the need for the forests-
worth of documents applying for
aloan in India entails.

According to the Economist,

the digital ecosystem behind
these developments is complex.
Its members include government
agencies, regulators, tech firms,
quasi-public corporations, NGOs
and universities, all building dif-
ferent parts of the digital edifice.

Aadhaar is run by the govern-
ment; UPI is managed by a pub-
lic-private venture, the National
Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI).

Other platforms, such as for
health and sanitation manage-
ment, are created by NGOs and
sold to state and local govern-
ments. Many have been designed
by it experts with private-sector
experience.

As per the Economist report,
India wants to coax other devel-
oping countries to follow its ex-
ample. It views this as a way to
push its claim tolead the develop-
ing world.

Partly to that end, India invited
125 such countries to a “Voice of
the Global South Summit’ in Del-
hi in January.

“I firmly believe that countries
of the global south have a lot to
learn from each other’s develop-
ment,” PM Modi told the dele-
gates, offering DPI as an example.

Starting without legacy sys-
tems such as credit cards and
desktop computers, developing
countries can leapfrog the West,
reported the Economist. — ant
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DEPARTMENT OF GYNECOLOGY

- Dilation and Curettage

- Women Wellness

» Management of
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- Infertility Treatment

« Antenatal Care

- Delivery Packages
for normal, caesarean

and complex surgeries
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« Hysteroscopy

- Gynecology Surgeries
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- Cancer Screening
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4 children found alive in Colombian
jungle after plane crash 40 days ago

The military

also celebrated

the rescue,

sharing photos

of its personnel
apparently with the
rescued children

BOGOTA: Four Indigenous chil-
dren who went missing in the Co-
lombian Amazon after surviving a
plane crash 40 days ago have been
found alive, Colombian President
Gustavo Petro said. The small
crash triggered a massive rescue
operation for the four siblings.

“A joy for the whole country! The
4 children who were lost 40 days
ago in the Colombian jungle were
found alive,” Petro wrote on Twit-
ter. He posted a photo of military
personnel and indigenous people,
purportedly involved in the rescue
operation. The rescue operation

also included Colombian military
airplanes and helicopters.

The military also celebrated
the rescue, sharing photos of its
personnel apparently with the res-
cued children. The children were
transported by army medical plane
to amilitary airport.

They were then taken to ambu-
lances in order to be transferred
to hospital.

What do we know about

the crash?

The children were rescued near
the border between the Colom-

SEND US YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS

www.facebook.com/timesofoman

bian provinces of Caqueta and
Guaviare, not far from the site of
the crash.

The plane was carrying sev-
en people from Araracuara, in
the Amazonas province and the
Guaviare province’s city of San
Jose del Guaviare on May 1. An en-

gine failure caused it to crash, kill-
ing three adults, including the pilot
and the children’s mother.

The bodies of all the deceased
were found inside the aircraft.

Meanwhile, three children aged
13, 9, and 4 years old and their
11-month-old sibling survived the

impact. They are believed to have
fled the plane into the rainforest in
search of help.

A handout picture released by
the Colombian army shows a sol-
dier with a dog checking a pair of
scissors found in the forest in a
rural area of the municipality of
Solano, department of Caqueta,
Colombia, on May 17,2023.

A handout picture released by
the Colombian army shows a sol-
dier with a dog checking a pair of
scissors found in the forest in a
rural area of the municipality of
Solano, department of Caqueta,
Colombia, on May 17, 2023.

Rescuers earlier found various
items which gave them hope the
children were not too far.

In their search operation, res-
cuers aided by search dogs found
traces of the children’s presence,
including discarded fruit and im-
provised shelters made with jungle
vegetation. “They were together,
they are weak, let’s let the doctors
assess them. They found them, it
makes me very happy,” Petro told
journalists on Friday, adding the
children had defended themselves
alone in the middle of the jungle.

On May 17, Petro had announced
finding the children, only to later
retract his claim. — ow

Ministry of Social Development

Tender Announcement

The Internal Tender committee of Ministry of Social Development
hereby announces the following tender :-

Tender Tender Subject Grade Last date for | Last date for | Tender
No. obtainment tender Docu_ment
oftender | submission Price
document (non-
retundable)
General maintenance | Companies specialized in
work for the building of the field of building
Al-Wafa Center for contracting and registered | Thursday Wednesday
164/2023 ilitati i o
Rehalb|l|tat|on of with the General 29-6-2023 19-7-2023 05/=
_d|sab|edl Secretariat of the Tender | 02:00 PM 10:00 AM
people in the Wilayat of Board in the second
Bahla degree
The work of supplying Companies specialized in
; e the field of catering and
preparing and providing = ) Thursday Wednesday
166/2023 | nutrition meals for the putnhon gerwces and 29-62023 19-7.-2023 R.O.
inmates of the Social reg|stereq with the General 02:00 PM 10:00 AM 25/=
Welfare House at Secretariat of the Tender : :
Rustag Board in the first or
excellent degree.

,
"

On Sunday11/6/2023

,
"

tel. ( 24402200)

Specialized Companies, registered with the Tender Board may aobtain the Tender documents at
theTender Board e-tendering digital portal link (https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om) ,

For Inquiry , please contact though the e-tendering website (reg@tenderboard.gov.om)

“ The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Ministry”
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Full body cramps
rined my winning
chances: Alcaraz

PARIS: World No. 1 Carlos
Alcaraz said on Saturday that
the stress of playing 22-time
major champion Novak Djoko-
vic led to the full body cramps
which ruined his chances of
winning their French Open
semi-final on Friday.

Spain’s Alcaraz, 20, started
cramping early in the third set
before Serbia’s Djokovic, 36,
won 6-3 5-7 6-16-1.

“Itis not easy to play against
Novak, he is a legend of our
sport,” he said.

“It has been really tough for
me. I have never felt tension
like I did in that match.”

Top seed Alcaraz was only
playing Djokovic for the sec-
ond time and it was their first
meeting at one of the four
Grand Slams.

“If someone says he goes
onto the court with no nerves
playing against Novak, he lies,”
added the US Open champion,
who will be replaced as world
No. 1 by Djokovic if he beats
Casper Ruud in Sunday’s final.

Last year’s runner-up and
fourth seed Casper Ruud of
Norway beat No. 22 seed Al-
exander Zverev of Germany
6-3, 6-4, 6-0 to reach his third
Grand Slam final.

Alcaraz said: “The tension of
the match was why the cramp-
ing happened. I started the
match really nervous.”

Djokovic, who said he had
faced the same experiences
when he was younger, added:
“Itis part of the learning curve.
Itis part of the experience.

“He’s only 20, he’s got plenty
of'time. He has shown so much
maturity in the last couple of
years. His career will be very
successful if he manages to
keep healthy because the game
is there.”

Alcaraz won his first Grand
Slam title in New York last
year, but this was only his sec-
ond major semi-final and he
faced an opponent playing in
his 45th.

Alcaraz was out-of-sorts
in a first set where he looked
anxious in his shot-making
and his body language, while

Djokovic used all of his experi-
ence and know-how to move in
front.

The Spaniard improved
in what was another lengthy
set, levelling what was turn-
ing into a classic contest even
though the cramps had already
started.

Djokovic took a medical
time-out for an arm problem
in the second set, taking a six-
minute break before the third
set while Alcaraz remained on
court.

Shortly after, the serious-
ness of the physical issues for
the Spaniard soon became
even clearer.

After hitting a return into
the net at 40-30 on Djokovic’s
serve in the second game, Al-
caraz immediately pulled up
and limped back to his chair to
receive treatment.

“I'would say the first set and
the second set were really, re-
ally intense and I started to
cramp in my arm,” he said.

“At the beginning of the
third set I started to cramp
every part of my body, not only
thelegs. The arms, as well, eve-
ry part of the legs.

“It was really tough for me
to move at the third set, and in
the fourth set let’s say I had a
little chance, but it was really
tough.

“My full body started to
cramp.”

Alcaraz  twice received
treatment on court, also tak-
ing a lengthy bathroom break
at the end of the third set, but
insisted quitting the match
never crossed his mind.

“I would have felt sorry
about myselfif I retired. I'm in
a semi-final of a Grand Slam.
If I retired from that, it could
have been really tough for me,”
said Alcaraz.

“Thinking about the fourth
set, I thought that probably
I have a 1% chance to come
back.

“Inthe fourth set T had break
points in the first game and af-
ter that, I just continued play-
ing. I was not thinking about
retirement.” - Agencies

Defending champion
defeats Czech’s
Karolina Muchova

to clinch her third
Roland Garros crown

PARIS: Poland’s Iga Swiatek
maintained her recent grip on
the French Open by fighting past
Czech Republic’s Karolina Mu-
chovato win her third Roland Gar-
ros title in four years on Saturday.

The top seed and defending
champion had to dig deep to beat
43rd-ranked Muchova, before
winning 6-2, 5-7, 6-4.

Muchova, 26, broke for 4-3 in
the decider, but Poland’s Swiatek,
22, finished strongly to triumph.

Swiatek, who has now won four
Grand Slams, is the first woman
to defend the title since Justine
Henin in 2007. At 22, she is the
youngest player to secure four
Grand Slam titles since Serena
Williams (US Open 1999, Roland
Garros 2002, Wimbledon 2002
and US Open 2002).

Muchova - told to quit last year
by doctors because of injuries -
showed remarkable resolve to fight
back from a set and 3-0 down, not
only making a contest of what had
been a one-sided match but mov-
ing to within two service holds of a
first major title.

However, she lost in one of the
cruellest ways by producing a dou-
ble fault on Swiatek’s first match
point.

Swiatek instantly dropped
her racquet and dropped to her
haunches, bursting into tears on
the court before hugging Muchova
when she came around the net.

As Swiatek ran up to the stands
to celebrate with her team - like
she did after winning 12 months
ago - Muchova sat in her chair con-
templating what might have been.

Swiatek was all praise for run-
ner-up Muchova.

In her on-court interview af-
ter the title, the Polish star said:
“First of all, congrats to Karolina
- my members of my team are wit-
nesses that since we first played I
knew that you were going to play
these tough matches, these finals,
because I was really struck with
your variety on court.

“I really hope you are going to
have many more finals. Congrats
to your team as well - I know how
important teams are in our sport,
even though it’s an individual
sport. I wouldn’t be here without
my team so thank you guys. Sorry
for being such a pain.”

‘It is my favourite

place on tour’

“I know I have said every year it
is not about the performance but
I really love being here - basically
it’s my favourite place on tour so

thank you to everybody, tourna-
ment organisers, sponsors, peo-
ple who are working behind the
scenes, you make this tournament
so great for us that it is always a
pleasure to come back and just
give 100%.

“I want to thank you guys for
coming and giving us so much
energy - it was so loud today and

for the semi-finals too, incredible
really. I hope next year the atmos-
phere is going to be even better.”
Speaking  after her loss,
Muchova said: “It’s been amazing to
actually be here for three weeks in
Paris here for me and my team. This
was so close and yet so far. This hap-
pens when you play one of the best.”
“Iga, I want to congratulate you

, Iga Swiatek reigns

and your team. I want to thank eve-
ryone behind the curtains as well.
To my team - this is the hardest
one - when I look at those people
I actually feel like I am the winner,
so thank you. Thanks to my coach-
es, my friends, we’ve come a long
way and I hope this is just the be-
ginning for us. We’re going to keep
it strong and come back.” - agencies

Kohli and Rahane keep India’s hopes alive in hunt of 444

LONDON: Australia were in
driver’s seat in the ICC World Test
Championship (WTC) Final on day
four, with India 164/3 at the close
and still requiring 280 runs to reach
what would be arecord target.

At stumps, Virat Kohli and
Ajinkya Rahane were at crease and
alot of India’s hopes will be on the
pair who will return to the middle
unbeaten on 44 and 20 respective-
ly when play resumes on Sunday.

The forecast on the final day
suggest a small chance of rain on
what promises to be an otherwise
sunny day in south London.

Earlier, an excellent and unbeat-
en half-century from Alex Carey
and contributions from Mitchell
Starc and Cameron Green saw
Australia reach 270/8 when they
declared midway through the day’s
second session.

And, after an encouraging open-
ing stand, India lost each of their
top three to leave them facing an
uphill task on the final day.

India’s attempt at chasing an all-
time high 444 to win a Test started
at a fair lick, and it was skipper
Rohit Sharma who set the tone,
pulling the second ball of the in-
nings to the boundary. But Shub-

man Gill fell just before tea when
Cameron Green was adjudged to
have held on to alow catch at gully,
giving Australia an opening.

It was a nice delivery from Scott
Boland that found the edge of Gill’'s
bat, with the statuesque Green get-
ting down low to his left with the
grabbutwhich was debated for long.

1‘

Gill stood his ground, waiting
for the decision to go upstairs to
the television umpire. And, after
a lengthy review process the deci-
sion was made and a disappointed
Gill had to make way.

Rohit Sharma departed after tea
as the shadows began to length-
en at The Oval, trapped in-front

by Nathan Lyon after missing a
sweep shot.

And with the two dangerous
openers back in the hutch and the
risk of being put under fifth-day
pressure minimised, Australia
settled into their bowling effort.
And they were handed an extra
scalp when Cheteshwar Pujara at-

tempted an uncharacteristic ramp
shot that he edged through to Alex
Carey behind the stumps.

Kohli and Rahane put on an un-
beaten stand of 71 through to the
close, with Kohli joining an elite
group during his innings, becom-
ing only the fifth Indian batter to
reach a career tally of 2,000 runs in
Tests against Australia.

Anything other than an Aussie
win at this stage would be one of
the all-time great cricket stories,
particularly given the presence of
a reserve day. Yet while the draw
or an India win looks implausible,
it’s not impossible while Kolhi and
Rahane survive.

Australia had resumed on 123/4
on day four, 296 ahead and four
wickets down in their second dig,
with India hoping to restrict the
eventual target.

Umesh Yadav took the ball for
the first spell in an unexpected
tactical move from India, and the
decision reaped rewards when the
pacer found the edge of Marnus
Labuschagne, with Cheteshwar
Pujara holding on in the slips to
send him back for 41.

Australia built a sizeable lead
thanks to a partnership worth 43

between Carey and Green took the
sting out of India through the first
hour. But the excellent Ravindra
Jadeja made it two wickets in the
session when he removed Green in
unusual fashion.

Carey and Mitchell Starc upped
the run rate in the half hour before
the interval to take a lead of 374.
Runs flowed fast after lunch, as
Carey reached a fine half-century
and Starc had some fun at the other
end. The pair put on 93 runs in 120
balls before Starc got a touch on a
Shami bouncer to depart for 41.

Cummins opted against tak-
ing the declaration at that stage,
coming out to the middle. But the
captain added just five runs in five
balls before skying a catch to Axar
Patel at point, and that was the sig-
nal for the declaration to come.
Brief scores: Australia 1st in-
nings 469 and 2nd innings
270/8 decl (Alex Carey 66 n.o.,
Mitchell Starc 41, Marcus La-
buschagne 41; R Jadeja 3/58,
Umesh Yadav 2/54, Mohammed
Shami 2/39) vs India 1st innings
296 and 2nd innings 164/3 (Ro-
hit Sharma 43, Cheteshwar Pujara
27, Virat Kohli 44 n.o, Ajinkya Ra-
hane 20 n.o.; Nathan Lyon 1/32).
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRESS

Forty-five governments from around
the world have endorsed the goal of
doubling the average global rate of
energy efficiency improvements by the
end of the decade to foster sustainable
economic growth and help put the world
on asecure and affordable path towards

FALLING COMMODITY PRICES

A drop in commodity prices for things
like wheat and energy has brought the
spectre of recession closer, not long after
inflationary fears dominated the picture.
The global economy seemstobeina
state of confusion.

net zero emissions.

Oman’s henchmark index holds
tight, sees positive performance

Traders’ approach to
the market during
the coming days
could remain tied

to various local and

global factors

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s benchmark
Muscat Securities Exchange
(MSX) witnessed some volatility
this week but was able to see a pos-
itive performance, according to an
industry expert.

“The main index extended, to a
certain extent, the rebound that
started during the previous week
which could potentially help pro-
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pel the market away from this
year’s low if conditions improve
further,” said Ahmed Negm Head
of Market Research MENA at
XS.com.

“However, it could remain ex-
posed to a return to the downside
considering the significant decline
it recorded since its peak in March

if traders return to selling. Trad-
ers’ approach to the market during
the coming days could remain tied
to various local and global factors,”
he further added.

The financial and industrial
sectors were among the best per-
formers during this week. The
financial sector was able to close

Producer price index rises

MUSCAT: Producer price index
in the Sultanate of Oman grew by
one percent in the first quarter of
2023 compared to the same period
in 2022, according to data issued
by the National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI).

Prices of oil and gas products
led to this increase, registering a
growth of 2 percent, while non-oil
products recorded a decrease of 4
percent.

The increase in the prices of oil
and gas products is attributed to
the increase in the prices of crude
oil products and natural gas by 2.8
percent, while refined oil products
decreased by 2.9 percent.

The decrease in the prices of
non-oil products is due to the de-
crease in the prices of the manu-
facturing industries group by 5.5
percent, in which most of the pric-
es of the sub-groups decreased in
varying proportions.

The prices of metal products,
machinery and equipment de-
creased by 13.5 percent and the
prices of other transportable com-
modity products by 3.1 percent.
The prices of food, beverage and

textile products were stable.

In the food, beverage and textile
products group, the prices of bever-
ages increased by 8.5 percent, the
prices of woven fabric products by
35 percent, shoes by 1.8 percent,
bakery products and other food
products by 2.3 percent, while the
prices of dairy products decreased
by 0.5 percent, and the prices of
clothing products were stable.

In the group of other transport-
able goods, the prices of chemical
products decreased by 5.8 percent,
glass, cement and marble products
by 1.6 percent, dyes and pharma-
ceutical products by 0.4 percent,
furniture products and other

goods by 0.3 percent, and re-melt-
ed iron waste products by 1 per-
cent. Prices of rubber and plastic
products increased by 2.2 percent.
In the group of metal products,
machinery and equipment, the
prices of iron, steel or aluminium
ore and products decreased by 21.4
percent, the prices of power trans-
formers, electricity distribution
and connected devices, and cables
by 11.5 percent, empty compressed
cylinders by 7.1 percent, and the
prices of air conditioning units
and car oil filters by 0.2 percent,
and products made of iron, steel,
or aluminium by 2.4 percent, and
water heaters by 2.9 percent. -ona

the week with a slightly positive
performance despite the mixed
performances of bank stocks. The
sector could continue to be under
scrutiny as the potential for fur-
ther consolidation remains and
could see the sector record more
price volatility in the future as are-
sult. “The stock market could also

benefit from good local fundamen-
tals as the country is still expected
to record strong growth this year,”
Ahmed Negm said.

Traders’ sentiments could be
exposed to the global uncertain-
ties around the economic growth
in major economies. While Japan
recorded stronger-than-expected
growth for the first quarter of this
year, it contrasted with weaker-
than-expected growth in Europe
which saw Germany enter nega-
tive growth. China continued to
see weaker-than-expected eco-
nomic data. The country has re-
corded declining imports and
exports which could eventually
affect its oil import volumes if eco-
nomic activity subdues.

“Global economic uncertainties
could continue to impact energy
markets, fuelling volatility over
the short to medium term. Oil pric-
es have been swinging this week
with no clear direction despite
Saudi Arabia’s announcement of
a reduction in production levels,”
Ahmed Negm said. “The uncer-

tainty could affect traders’ expec-
tations regarding price levels and
their impact on the economy in
Oman and the local stock market.
Natural gas prices have also been
unable to recover and remain near
this year’s lows,” he added.

Traders could monitor the pub-
lication of significant economic
data in the coming days which
could affect sentiment and expec-
tations such as Chinese bank loans
and industrial data as well as infla-
tion data in Germany and the US,
Ahmed Negm said. In particular,
the Federal Reserve is expected to
hold its next monetary policy and
reveal its decision regarding inter-
est rate levels. The central bank is
expected to hold its interest rates
on hold for this time which could
leave room for global and local
stocks to recover.

“While higher interest rates have
impacted the economy, a pause
could provide some support. The
European Central Bank (ECB) is
expected to raise its interest rates,
however,” Ahmed Negm added.

Session for young entrepreneurs held

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Banks As-
sociation (OBA) organised a ses-
sion for the youth on June 7 from
5:30pm to 7:30pm at the Tech-
nopark Innovation Centre, Ghala,
Muscat.

The objective of the event was to
spread awareness to young entre-
preneurs starting their businesses
and invite bank members to help
shed light on the financial aspects
of starting a business. During the
session, a successful young Omani
entrepreneur shared his experi-
ence in starting up a business, the
financial planning process, and the
risks to avoid.

The session started with an in-
troduction presented by Marah
Al Lawati from OBA on the role
of the Oman Banks Association
in promoting the banking sector

and economic development of

the country. The event provided
an opportunity for young Omani
entrepreneurs and self-employed
to interact one-on-one with suc-
cessful business people, learn
from bankers about financial and

il sk

debt planning, as well as, a great
networking opportunity among
themselves for this young busi-
ness community.

Marwa Murad Al Zadjali, Pro-
jects and Events Manager at the
Oman Banks Association stated,
“We are pleased with OBA to en-
gage with the community and
assist in guiding the youth to be
productive and successful. This
event is the first in the series of
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‘Let us hear from you..” that will
cover different parts of the Sul-
tanate focusing on young entre-
preneurs and self-employed to
plan and develop through a series
of events that encourage shar-
ing experiences and advice. OBA
continues focusing on different
segments of society, contributing
towards sustainable social devel-
opment as part of the Oman Vi-
sion 2040.”

Turkiye’s Erdogan
picks Wall Street
veteran to head
central bank

3

ANKARA: Tirkiye’s newly re-
elected President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has appointed a former
Wall Street executive to head the
country’s central bank, a poten-
tial shift to more orthodox eco-
nomic policies after years of high
inflation and a plummeting lira.

Erdogan named Hafize Gaye
Erkan as the central bank’s new
governor in the Official Gazette
on Friday.

Hafize Gaye Erkan is now also
the first woman to head Ttiirki-
ye’s central bank.

The Princeton-educated
Erkan was a managing direc-
tor at Goldman Sachs and later
worked at the now-failed San
Francisco-based First Republic
Bank, holding the post of co-
CEO for six months in 2021.

Duringher stint on Wall Street,
Erkan gained a reputation for be-
ing “tough, smart, and effective,”
according to Kathryn Wylde,
CEO of the Partnership for New
York City nonprofit where Erkan
once served as a director. -ow
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Bake Fest 2023 organized by Bake'in under
the leadership of Entrepreneur Firdaus
§ Noorain, powered by Polen Food -
was an event for demonstration of various
Vizyon pmducuhyh.ighljr reputed Turkish
Chef Emrah Bozdemir and pastry

Chef Ercan Kurtulus. The event also had =
cake decoradon demonstration by Indian
Cake Arrist Megha Kwarra Madan and Adiri
\ Garware along with local cake artists, The

: —-“-ﬁ? Bake Fest 2023 had guest of honor Mr. Than
.,*, Varansever, Polen Food Export Director.
| Bake'in also announced their collaboration
with Arla Pro and Tavola. Contest organized |
- . |b‘jrBl]:='i.nwereWeddingl:lugm'jr Mystery
- = Box category, Family cupcake category and
: Flowers category held first time

in Oman. Bake'in received more than 120

Mo o 4 registrations for all the above categories and
; 150 Chefs and passionate bakers attended
" the Bake Fest 2023. Bake'n takes this
opportunity to thank each and every

participants for making Bake Fest 2023 a
grand success. Bake'in also congratulates all ¥

the winners and participants for their
commendable performance during the event.
Special thanks to all the chefs from Hotels,
gy Bakeries, Cafes who have attended the Bake
eedl M]mlﬂn Fest 2023.

SPECIAL THANKS TO EVENT PARTNERS

TAVOLA

G

Turkey

SUPPORT PARTNERS

mm Upelesha Saranji
SPECIAL PARTNER
TAMEER

.a

IAMEER

—— rOUD

POWERED BY

Fathima ﬂl.lhl. Mahirs Al Riyumi
b .

DIGITALPARTNER  ORGANIZING PARTNER

y
EE L
v

ThirdeYe smmsmcumm

~#%

{uscat, (]m:m_. ','.-'L-h:-f_i: 00968 96001904 . ﬁe:ﬁigmmmm.mm



B2 ‘ SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2023

TIMES OF OMAN

AKE T

Falling commodity prices
stoke fear of global recession

A drop in commodity
prices for things like
wheat and energy has
brought the spectre of
recession closer, not
long after inflationary
fears dominated the

picture

BRUSSELS: According to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, global
food commodity prices rose nearly
40 per cent in the two years be-
fore Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
According to the Bloomberg
Commodity Spot Index, they hit
a record high in May 2022, two
months after the Russian attack.

But now commodity prices are
expected to fall 21 per centin 2023
year on year.

Global commodity prices have
been on a downward trend for a
while, Ayhan Kose, the World Bank’s
deputy chief economist, notes.

“The commodity price drops are
partly due to slower global growth,
but they should not be seen as
signals for a looming global reces-
sion,” Kose told DW.

“We expect that the world econ-
omy, while feeble, will avoid falling
into recession in 2023-24. How-
ever, the materialisation of severe
downside risks could still yield
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that outcome,” he added.

His forecasts assume that bank-
ing sector stress in the US and
other advanced economies will re-
main contained.

A drop in the World Bank’s com-
modity price index in the first five
months of 2023 reflects a redirec-
tion of key commodity exports
from Russia and Ukraine, favour-
able winter weather, and more
recently, slowing global economic
activity, says Kose.

Burst dam adds to food
price volatility
The Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation’s price index, which tracks
the most traded food commodities
around the world such as cereals,
dairy and vegetable oils, shows that
food commodity prices have fallen
by 22 per cent over the past year.
Vegetable oil prices have
dropped the most, by 48 per cent,

)

reflecting lower prices for palm,
soy, rapeseed and sunflower oils.

Ukraine produces almost half
the world’s sunflower oil and the
Russian invasion sent prices up,
but as exports have partly recov-
ered they’re now falling back.

Cereal prices, such as wheat
and maize, have fallen by a quarter
from their record highs of a year
ago. Wheat prices have dropped by
3.5 per cent in the last month. The
World Bank notes that the exten-
sion of the Black Sea grain deal un-
til July 2023 provides temporary
relief. But future renegotiations
remain uncertain, posing potential
supply limits later this year.

“In addition, the fighting be-
tween Russia and Ukraine has led
to the destruction of a giant dam
raising fresh fears about Black Sea
supplies from the war-torn area,”
Ole Hansen, head of commodity
strategy at Saxo Bank, told DW.
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The southern Ukraine region
where the dam collapsed is home
to large agricultural fields and re-
building the dam will take years,
which could hinder Ukraine’s abil-
ity to handle floods in its breadbas-
ket, said Scott Irwin, a professor of
agricultural economics at the Uni-
versity of Illinois.

Energy prices up and down
The war in Ukraine had other dra-
matic economic effects last year.
The S&P 500’s energy sector was
the market’s best performer in
2021 and 2022, rising more than
50 per cent in 2022 as Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine pushed up
crude prices. The mood has now
changed, with the energy sector
down 5 per cent since the start of
the year compared with a rise of 8
per cent for the wider market.
Energy prices are projected to
decline by 26 per cent this year.

45 governments endorse goal of doubling
global energy efficiency progress by 2030

PARIS: Forty-five governments
from around the world have en-
dorsed the goal of doubling the
average global rate of energy ef-
ficiency improvements by the end
of the decade to foster sustainable
economic growth and help put the
world on a secure and affordable
path towards net zero emissions.
“It’'s hard to overstate the im-
portance of energy efficiency for
strengthening energy security and
keeping the goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5 C within sight,
so I'm delighted that countries
from across the world are uniting
around the IEA’s call to double en-
ergy efficiency progress by 2030,”

said Dr Birol, the IEA Executive
Director.

“This can help drive stronger
momentum behind efforts to
achieve an ambitious outcome at
COP28 in Dubai.”

Clean energy transition

Inaministerial statementreleased
following the IEA’s 8th Global
Conference on Energy Efficiency
in Versailles, France, governments
from across Africa, the Americas,
Asia and Europe highlighted the
critical role that energy efficiency
can play in improving living stand-
ards and energy security — and in
accelerating the clean energy tran-

sition toward reaching net zero
emissions by 2050.

This means ramping up annual
energy efficiency progress from
2.2 per cent today to over 4 per
cent annually by 2030 in a move
that would create jobs, expand
energy access, reduce energy bills,
decrease air pollution, and dimin-
ish countries’ reliance on fossil
fuel imports — among other social
and economic benefits.

The Versailles Statement on
“the crucial decade for energy effi-
ciency” urges all parties and stake-
holders taking part in the COP28
Climate Change Conference in
Dubai later this year to raise their

ambition and strengthen energy
efficiency policy implementation
in line with the Paris Agreement.
It underscores that effective poli-
cies must be fully leveraged to en-
courage behaviour change among
consumers and businesses, with
targeted actions to support indi-
viduals, especially vulnerable and
low-income households.

Moreover, digitalisation, de-
mand-driven solutions and invest-
ments in modernising electricity
grids were all identified as priori-
ties that will lay the foundations
for energy efficiency to feature in
all areas of the clean energy transi-
tion. -wam

The price of Brent crude oil is ex-
pected to average $84 (€78) a bar-
rel this year — down 16 per cent
from the 2022 average.

European and US natural gas
prices are forecast to halve be-
tween 2022 and 2023, and coal
prices are expected to decrease by
42 per centin 2023.

On the supply side, the expan-
sion of liquified natural gas (LNG)
capacities has helped to mitigate
pressures in natural gas markets,
according to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration.

Supply constraints in oil mar-
kets could put upward pressure
on crude oil prices, with output
declines related to export pipeline
outage in Iraq, wildfires in Canada,
protests in Nigeria and mainte-
nance works in Brazil, as well as
OPEC+ production cuts.

Metals prices depend

on China

Copper prices touched a six-
month low this week as specula-
torsincreased short positions. The
recovery in domestic consumption
in China has been slower than ex-
pected, further contributing to the
lower prices of industrial metals.

The construction industry con-
sumed 23 per cent of metals in
China in 2022, so weaker growth
has negatively impacted demand
for steel, aluminium and copper.

Additionally, increased metal
supply contributed to lower prices
of metals. The largest suppliers
like Rio Tinto, Vale and Glencore
have increased shipments.

The stability of metal prices in
2023 will depend on the growth of
China’s manufacturing sector, ac-
cording to the World Bank. -ow

Indias FY23 GDP
growth likely
to be over 72%

KOLKATA: Chief Economic
Advisor Dr V Anantha Nag-
eswaran on Saturday lauded
the estimated 7.2 per cent real
GDP growth in 2022-23 and ex-
pressed confidence that when
the final numbers for the fiscal
are frozen in early 2026, the
growth will be higher.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Bharat Chamber of
Commerce here, Nageswaran
said 7.2 per cent GDP growth
is “heartening achievement for
the government and economy”.

“It is efforts of people like you
more than the government that
gave us 7.2 per cent real GDP
growth in FY 23 following the
9.1percentin FY 22,” he said.

Nageswaran said India’s
GDP growth estimates are pre-
sented six times and “the final
estimate for FY 23 will actually
be with us in January-Febru-
ary 2026”.

“And my expectation and be-
lief is that when the final num-
ber for FY 23 is frozen in Feb-
ruary 2026, the number will be
more than 7.2 per cent,” he said.

According to official data re-
leased earlier this week, India’s
economy grew by 6.1 per cent
in the January-March quarter
of 2022-23 and annual growth
rate was 7.2 per cent.

As per the provisional esti-
mates released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) recent-
ly, real GDP growth for 2022-23
stood at 7.2 per cent, higher than
the 7 per cent projected earlier.

Nageswaran said this is the
first reliable estimate of GDP
growth and “as more and more
data become available, further
revision will be for upside from
7.2 per cent.” -an1

Credit Oman continues
to support local
exporters and sellers

MUSCAT: The food and con-
sumer goods sector topped the
value of sales insured by Credit
Oman registering a growth of 23
percent to OMR43.33 million
during the first quarter of 2023
compared to OMR35.23 million
during the same period of 2022.
In addition, the share of domes-
tically insured sales within Oman
amounted to OMRZ29,591,18,000,
while the value of sales from Oman
and to the world amounted to
OMR13,738,396. The value of in-
sured sales in the building and con-

struction materials sector contin-
ued to grow and reached OMR31.57
million in the first quarter of 2023
compared to OMR30.94 million in
the same period of last year.

‘While the value of insured sales
in the mining sector grew by 274
percent to OMR1,449,708, the
petrochemical and plastics sec-
tor recorded a growth of 135 per-
cent and reached OMR4,836,527.

Credit Oman continues its ef-
forts to support local exporters
and sellers through the insurance
solutions.- ona

Top 3 deepfake threat scenarios users face in 2023

Times News Service
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MUSCAT: The number of deep-
fake videos online is increasing at
an annual rate of 900% according
to the World Economic Forum
(WEF). A lot of deepfake fraud
cases hit major headlines in the
news, with reports relating to har-
assment, revenge, crypto scams.
Kaspersky researchers are shed-
ding light on the top three fraud
schemes using deepfakes that us-
ers should look out for.

The use of neural networks and
deep learning (hence ‘deep fake’)
has allowed users from all over the
world to apply images, video and
audio materials to create realistic
videos of a person in which their
face or body has been digitally
altered so that they appear to be
someone else. These manipulated
videos and images are frequently
used for malicious purposes to
spread false information.

Here are the Top three deep-
fake threat scenarios users face in
2023:

Financial fraud

Deepfakes can be used for social
engineering, where criminals use
enhanced images to impersonate
celebrities to bait victims into fall-
ing for their scams. For example,
an artificially created video of Elon
Musk promising high returns from
a dubious cryptocurrency invest-
ment scheme went viral last year,
causing users to lose their money.
To create deepfakes like this one,
scammers use footage of celebri-
ties or splice together old videos,

and launch live streams on social
media platforms, promising to
double any cryptocurrency pay-
ment sent to them.

Obscene deepfakes

Another use for deepfakes is to
violate an individual’s privacy.
Deepfake videos can be created
by manipulating a person’s face
onto a pornographic video, caus-
ing harm and distress. In one case,
deepfake videos of some celeb-
rities surfaced online, showing
their faces superimposed onto the
bodies of pornographic actresses
in explicit scenes. As a conse-
quence, in such cases, the attack
victims have their reputation
harmed and rights violated.

Business risks

Often, deepfakes are even used to
target businesses for crimes such
as extortion from company man-
agers, blackmail and industrial
espionage. For instance, there is

a known case where cybercrimi-
nals managed to deceive a bank
manager in the UAE and steal $35
million, using a voice deepfake —
just a small recording of employ-
ee’s boss’s voice was enough to
generate a convincing deepfake.
In another case, scammers tried
to fool the largest cryptocurrency
platform, Binance. The Binance
executive was surprised when
he started receiving “thank you!”
messages about a Zoom meet-
ing he never attended. With his
publicly available images, the at-
tackers managed to generate a
deepfake and successfully apply it
at an online meeting, speaking for
the executive.

In general, the aims of
scammers who exploit deep-
fakes include disinformation and
manipulation of public opinion,
blackmail or even espionage. HR
managers are already on alert re-
garding the use of deepfakes by
candidates who apply for remote

work, according to an FBI warn-
ing. In the case of Binance, attack-
ers used images of people from the
Internet to create deepfakes and
were even able to add the photos
of these people to resumes. If they
manage to trick HR managers in
this way and later receive an offer,
they can steal employer data.
‘While the number of deepfakes
isincreasing, it remains an expen-
sive type of fraud which requires
a big budget. Earlier research by
Kaspersky revealed cost of deep-
fakes on the darknet. If an ordi-
nary user finds software on the
Internet and tries to make a deep-
fake, the result will be unrealistic
and obvious to the human eye.
Few people will buy into a poor
quality deepfake: they will notice
lags in facial expression or a blur-
ring of the shape of the chin.
Therefore, when cybercrimi-
nals are preparing for an attack,
they will need a big amount of
data: photos, videos and audio of
the person they want to imperson-
ate. Different angles, brightness
of lighting, facial expressions, all
play a big role in the final qual-
ity. For the result to be realistic,
up-to-date computer power and
software is necessary. All this de-
mands a huge amount of resourc-
es and is only available to a small
number of cybercriminals.
Therefore, despite the dangers
that a deepfake can provide, it is
still an extremely rare threat and
only a small number of buyers will
be able to afford it — after all, the
price for one minute of a deepfake
can start from 20,000 US dollars.
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BEETROOT JUIGE

onsuming beetroot juice

daily for six months fol-

lowing the placement

of a stent decreased the
likelihood that angina patients
would experience a heart attack
or require a repeat treatment, ac-
cording to recent research pre-
sented at the British Cardiovascu-
lar Society conference.

The research on the advantages
of vegetable juice was presented
at the conference in Manchester
and was supported by the British
Heart Foundation (BHF) and the
National Institute for Health and
Care Research. The researchers,
based at St Bartholomew’s Hos-
pital and Queen Mary University
in London, found that 16 percent
of angina patients had a serious
heart or circulatory incident, like
a heart attack or need for another
procedure, in the two years after
having a stent fitted. However,
when patients had beetroot juice
daily, this dropped to 7.5 per cent.

Thousands of coronary heart
disease patients each year in the
UK have a stent implanted to wid-
en one of the blood vessels in their
heart and ease their angina, in a
procedure known as a percutane-
ous coronary intervention (PCI).

Around 10 percent of patients
experience restenosis, where
the stented blood vessel narrows
again and heart disease symptoms
return, within five years of a PCI.
By advising that patients drink
beetroot juice, doctors could soon
reduce the chance that the stent
fails in this way.

‘When the blood vessel width of
patients was measured six months
after stenting, the vessels of those
who had beetroot juice showed
around half as much narrowing in
that time as those who had the pla-
cebo treatment.

By stopping restenosis, beet-
root juice could stop patients from
having to have another PCI proce-
dure that may also fail or a much
more invasive coronary bypass
surgery.

Dr Krishnaraj Rathod, Clini-
cal Senior Lecturer at the Wil-
liam Harvey Research Institute,
QMUL, who led the trial, said:

“Experiments in the lab sug-
gested that the inorganic nitrate,
which is found naturally in beet-
root juice, would have these ef-

LINKED TO REDUGED
RISK OF HEART
ATTAGKS IN ANGINA
PATIENTS WITH
STENTS: STUDY

Stenting is one of the most crucial
tools we have in the fight against
coronary heart disease but work
still needs to he done to ensure
that every patient sees a long-term

henefit from the procedure

fects, and it is very encouraging to
see it create such a big improve-
ment in the clinic for angina pa-
tients. Our patients liked that their
treatment was a completely natu-
ral product that has no significant
side effects.

“We will now take this to the
next stage of trials in the hope
that doctors can soon prescribe
beetroot juice to ensure stents last
longer to provide even more effec-
tive relief of symptoms.”

Professor James Leiper, Asso-
ciate Medical Director at the Brit-
ish Heart Foundation, said:

“Stenting is one of the most
crucial tools we have in the fight
against coronary heart disease but
work still needs to be done to en-
sure that every patient sees a long-
term benefit from the procedure.

“Thousands of patients each
year have to go through the stress
of a medical procedure on their
heart more than once before it is
successful. This small study offers
hope that this can be prevented.
The trial must now be scaled-up
to confirm the initial observation
that beetroot juice can make a dif-
ference.”

The researchers were able to
show that beetroot juice helps pa-
tients thanks to its natural high
level of inorganic nitrate. Patients
in the trial that had beetroot juice
with inorganic nitrate removed did
not get the same beneficial effects.

Inorganic nitrate is a nutri-
ent that gets converted to nitrite
by naturally found bacteria in the
mouth, which is then turned into
the signalling molecule nitric ox-
ide (NO) by enzymes in the body.

It is thought that NO is the cause
of the positive effects on patients’
blood vessels.
Beetroot juice was shown to be
a safe and reliable way to get inor-
ganic nitrate into the body, with
no significant side effects experi-
enced by any of the 300 patients on
the trial other than pink urine.
The team is now looking to start
a larger trial soon. They are hop-
ing that, if successful, beetroot
juice can be prescribed as a treat-
ment to be taken after stent im-
plantation. This may then extend
beyond angina patients to those
who have had a stent for a differ-
ent reason, like after a heart attack
— ANI

LT Around 10 percent of patients
experience restenosis, where
the stented blood vessel narrows
again and heart disease symptoms
return, within five years of a PCI.
By advising that patients drink
heetroot juice, doctors could soon
reduce the chance that the stent
fails in this way.
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Turkiis

Organised by the
OTTA, the national
championship
witnessed the
participation of 57
paddlers from across
the country

MUSCAT: Ibri Club’s Turki al
Abri claimed the National Hopes
(U14) Table Tennis Championship
title with a convincing 3-0 win
over Saham Club’s Nasser al Zaabi
in the final at the Sultan Qaboos
Sports Complex on Friday.

Organised by the Oman Table
Tennis Association (OTTA), the
national Hopes tournament turned
out to be a successful event with the
participation of 57 paddlers.

Ali al Ajmi of Saham bagged
the third place after defeating
clubmate Nasser al Balushi in the
bronze medal playoff.

The paddlers’ participation
came from nine clubs, namely
Masirah, Seeb, Salalah, Ibri,
Yanqul, Al Ittifaq, Qurriyat, Na-
khal and Saham.

The players were distributed
into 14 groups and each group
consisted of four players except
one that had five. The top two pad-
dlers from each group advanced to
the knockouts stages.

Sri Lanka drop experienced Mathews
from ICC World Cup Qualifier squad

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka dropped
experienced all-rounder Angelo
Mathews from the 15-man squad
set to fly out to Zimbabwe for the
ICC World Cup Qualifier later this
month.

Mathews had been recalled to
the ODI side ahead of Sri Lanka’s
tour of New Zealand earlier this
year following an absence of two
years. The decision had given the
36-year-old hopes of a World Cup
swansong. However, following a
string of subpar showings - since
his return, he has made scores
of 18, 0 and 12 - he was dropped
from the playing XI ahead of the
second ODI against Afghanistan
last week.

Sadeera Samarawickrama,
Mathews’ replacement for that
match, made a brisk 44, which
saw him retain his place in the
third ODI that followed, though
he wasn’t required to bat. Thus,
Mathews, who has 221 ODIs under

British player
Draper to miss
Wimbledon

PARIS: British tennis player
Jack Draper will not be able to
play in the Wimbledon Open
after he suffered a shoulder in-
jury at the French Open.

The injury came against
Tomas Etcheverry in the first-
round clash on Monday.

Jack Draper was forced to do
an underarm serve but after try-
ing for a few minutes he decided
to withdraw from the match.

Draper wrote on Instagram:
“It’s clear my shoulder is going
to need time and rehab to get
back to where it needs to be. My
team and I have made the dif-
ficult decision to miss the grass
court season this year. “I guessin
this sport there are so many ups
and downs but this one is tough
to take. The only thing for sure is
that I will keep persevering.”

Draper made his Wimbledon
debut in 2021 losing to Novak
Djokovic, while last year he
pushed Alex de Minaur to four
sets in the second round, ac-
cording to Sky Sports. - ant

his belt, now seems unlikely to add
to that number.

His recall ahead of the Afghani-
stan series, along with that of Di-
muth Karunaratne, was seen as
a shift from the selectors to focus
more on experience during a World
Cup year. But Karunaratne’s reten-
tion for the World Cup Qualifier is

proofthathe remains in their minds,
though the 35-year-old certainly
seems to have earned his opportu-
nity, racking up back-to-back fifties
on his return to the ODI side as Sri
Lanka secured a come-from-behind
series win against Afghanistan.

The rest of the squad, though,
has few surprises. The batting unit

mostly picks itself, with captain
Dasun Shanaka leading the likes of
Kusal Mendis, Pathum Nissanka,
Charith Asalanka, Dhananjaya de
Silva and Samarawickrama.
Chamika Karunaratne, Shanaka
and Wanindu Hasaranga fill the
all-rounders’ slots, while Hasa-
ranga also leads a spin depart-
ment that also includes Maheesh
Theekshana and leg-spinner Du-
shan Hemantha. Sri Lanka be-
gin their qualifying campaign on
June 19 against UAE in Bulawayo,
prior to which they will play three
warm-up games.
Squad: Dasun Shanaka (capt), Kus-
al Mendis (wk), Pathum Nissanka,
Dimuth Karunaratne, Dhananjaya
de Silva, Charith Asalanka, Sad-
eera Samarawickrama, Chamika
Karunaratne, Dushan Hemantha,
Wanindu Hasaranga, Lahiru Ku-
mara, Dushmantha Chameera,
Kasun Rajitha, Matheesha Pathi-
rana, Maheesh Theekshana.

Hernandez to undergo knee surgery

MEXICO CITY: LA Galaxy’s
Mexican striker Javier ‘Chich-
arito’ Hernandez will require
surgery after suffering a torn ante-
rior cruciate ligament in his right
knee, the Major League Soccer
(MLS) club said on Friday.

The 35-year-old sust ained the
injury during the Galaxy’s US Open
Cup quarter-final defeat at Real Salt
Lake on Wednesday and scans con-
firmed his worst fears.

The injury comes barely two
months after Mexico manager Die-
go Coccasaid Hernandez was under
consideration for a return to the na-
tional team. The former Manches-
ter United and Real Madrid player
has not represented his country
since September 2019 after falling
out with former manager Gerardo
Martino. Hernandez has scored 38
goals in 74 MLS appearances since
joining the Galaxy in 2020. - xinhua

Nation Hopes TT champ

Turki made a clean sweep in the
group stage as he beat Said al Alawi
(Yanqul) and Anwar al Sabaqi (Al
Ittifaq). He got past Tariq al Jas-
sasi (Ibri) before defeating Yazn al
Ghafriin the round of 16.

In the quarter-finals, Turki
overcame clubmate Ali al Rawahi
before outplaying Ali al Ajmi in the
semi-finals.

After the title, Turki said: “I am
very glad to win this title. The vic-
tory will encourage me to do much
better in the upcoming domestic
and events abroad. I am attending
the ongoing ITTF international
camp in Muscat and I will later
join the national team camp this
week. I hope to bring good results
in the forthcoming championships
in Oman and in the region.”

Liverpool’s Keita moves
to Werder Bremen

BERLIN: Central midfielder
Naby Keita returns to the Bun-
desliga on a free transfer after
signing an undisclosed contract
with Werder Bremen, the Green-
‘Whites confirmed on Friday.

“It’s clear that when a player
like Naby Keita is on the market
on a free transfer, there are plenty
of prospects. That's why we’re
very happy that Naby chose us de-
spite several offers. With his qual-
ities, he will be a great asset to the
team,” said Clemens Fritz, head of
Bremen’s scouting department.

Bremen’s new arrival knows
the Bundesliga very well as
he had played for RB Leipzig
between 2016 and 2018, scoring
17 goals in an overall 71 competi-
tive outings. Since his transfer
in 2018, Keita has won all major
titles with Liverpool, including
the Premier League, FA Cup and
the UEFA Champions League.

“I am really looking forward

to my new task in Bremen,” said
the Guinea international. “The
talks with those responsible, the
environment and style of play
from Werder convinced me. The
coach made me feel comfortable
and showed me that I can help
the team. Werder is a special club
and I know the Weser stadium
from my time in Leipzig”.

Werder Bremen finished 13th
last season and is now trying to
bolster up its offense with the
signing of Keita.

“Naby is a strong midfielder
who makes us much more flexi-
ble. Heisathreatin the final third
but can also set up. For our squad,
he is an important building block
in our central axis. Last year he
played in the Champions League
final and brings a lot of interna-
tional experience to the team,
which we will benefit from as a
team,” said Bremen head coach
Ole Werner. - Xinhua

‘Aston Martin keen to keep Alonso for several years’

BARCELONA: Aston Martin
Aramco Cognizant Formula One
Team’s principal Mike Krack
intends to keep Spanish driver
Fernando Alonso at Aston Martin.

After the Spanish Grand Prix
last Sunday, 41-year-old Fernando
Alonso made his intentions clear,
he will drive for Aston Martin for
another few years.

When asked about Alonso’s
decision to stay at Aston Martin
Formula One team, team prin-
cipal Mike Krack said, “It’s nice
to hear that, that he has said that
several years, we would be happy
with that.

“I think the main thing, and
this is one of the big qualities, is
the desire to be at the front, the
motivation. And I think this is fully
on with Fernando,” Krack was

s

quoted by the official website of
Formula 1.

Krack said: “We take it race by
race, and we try to do well in every
race.”

Since driving for Aston Martin,

A T e L
ol e

Fernando Alonso has been in great
form this year. I

n the opening seven races of the
season, Alonso has claimed five
podium finishes. The Spaniard is
currently in the third position in

the drivers’ championship.

Krack said, “We don’t think so
much about that, to be honest, as
you guys know. We take it race by
race, and we try to do well in every
race. It’s nice to hear that but we

didn’t think too much about it yet.
Let’s make it happen.”

In a press conference, when
asked about whether Aston Mar-
tin could win a race this season,
Krack said, “I think that is very
difficult to say because it’s such a
relative competition that you are
depending on the pace of others,
you are depending on yourself, so
I think it would be bold to say we
will win this one, or that we are
close to winning.”

“We have to see. We have to be
there at each opportunity that is
coming and, if it comes, we have to
be ready, and until then we have to
work hard to keep ourselves in the
position to be there.

“I will not make any predictions
of when we'’re going to win a race,”
he added - am
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Bank Muscat inaugurates new
branch at Al Hail in Seeb wilayat

The new branch at Al
Hail is an integrated
branch with a modern
design that takes into
account the advanced
standards related to

the banking sector

MUSCAT: As the largest financial
services provider in Oman and
aligned to its customer-centric vi-
sion, Bank Muscat celebrated the
opening of its new branch in Al
Hail in the Wilayat of Seeb.

The inauguration ceremony was
held under the patronage of Sheikh
Ahmed bin Ali Al Shehhi, Wali of
Seeb, and in the presence of mem-
bers of the bank’s executive manage-
ment and media representatives.

The new branch in Al Hail is an
integrated branch with a modern
design that takes into account the
advanced standards related to the
banking sector. It is designed to
provide a comfortable experience
to all customers to conduct trans-
actions in one place as it includes
an Asalah Priority Banking Center,
special sections for Baituna and
Sayyarti products as well as safe
deposit boxes.

It is also equipped to facilitate
access of persons with disabilities
to various banking services. The
new branch is operated by expe-
rienced Omani cadres, who are
ready to provide the best services
for customers. The services pro-
vided by the branch can be availed
during weekdays from Sunday to
Thursday, from eight in the morn-
ing until two in the afternoon.

On this occasion, Abdulnasir
N. Al Raisi, General Manager,
Personal Banking, Bank Muscat,
said: “We are pleased to launch
the newest addition to our retail
banking branches to provide vari-
ous banking services and facilities
to customers, who can accomplish
a wide range of banking transac-
tions, including opening accounts,
cards and financing services in
addition to various commercial
facilities to ensure the provision of
the best and most quality services.

“The bank’s branches form an
important channel and a direct
link with customers and we are
always happy to listen to custom-
er feedback and suggestions to
continue developing services and
meet their aspirations and needs,
strengthen our relationship with
them and develop it to new heights
of successful and effective com-
munication.”

Saleh Mohammed Al Maaini,
Deputy General Manager, Capi-
tal Regions, Bank Muscat, com-
mented: “The bank is keen to make
various banking services and fa-
cilities available and closer to cus-
tomers. Today, we are delighted to
open this new branch in Al Hail in
the Wilayat of Seeb to add to the
network of branches in Muscat

Governorate, where we now have
55 branches designed to meet the
needs of a large segment of cus-
tomers. The bank will continue the
process of development and im-
provement, translating its vision
“To serve you better, everyday”. I
take this opportunity to invite cus-
tomers to visit the branch and take
advantage of the various banking
services and facilities offered by
Bank Muscat.”

As a leading financial services
provider, Bank Muscat has an ex-
tensive branch network and more
than 820 devices, including AT Ms,
CDMs and omnichannel devices
distributed in all governorates.
Thanks to this extended network,
Bank Muscat is the first choice for
more than two million customers
in the Sultanate and plays a major
role in enhancing financial inclu-
sion in the country through the
innovative products it develops

for customers. To provide the best
services, the bank is constantly up-
dating its digital channels of Inter-
net and mobile banking to enhance
the effectiveness and convenience
of customers’ experience through
secure, easy and fast options at the
same time.

Today, these digital channels
have more than 1.6 million regis-
tered customers to take advantage
of the wide range of benefits of-
fered, including bill payment, fund
transfers within the bank or Oman,
fund transfers around the world
through the SWIFT network and
many others. Bank card options
such as debit, credit and prepaid
cards have seen wider popularity
during the last period due to their
contactless payment feature, in
addition to the multiple modern
mobile payment advantages such
as payment using a QR code.

Premier banking customers can

benefit from exclusive and distinc-
tive services provided by Private
Banking, Asalah Priority Banking
and Al Jawhar PrivilegeBanking.
Various exclusive offers can be
found through the website at Pre-
mier Banking - Bank Muscat.

Bank Muscat is always keen to
develop its products and provide
banking services that keep pace
with all current and future devel-
opments. For its tireless efforts
in this regard, the bank has been
praised and appreciated by various
local, regional and international
institutions. Forbes Middle East
has ranked the bank as one of the
Top 30 Banks and the Top 100
Companies in the Middle East.
The bank was also recently recog-
nised by MEED as the Best Retail
Bank in the Sultanate for its best
practices, its customer-centric vi-
sion and the innovative and mod-
ern offers it provides.

Sri Lankan Food Festival at Grand Millennium Muscat
ST

MUSCAT: Grand Millennium
Muscat, an award-winning five-
star hotel in the heart of the city,
announced the Sri Lankan Food
Festival, set to captivate food en-
thusiasts from June 12 to 30.

At the Sri Lankan Food Festival,
visitors will immerse themselves
in a vibrant tapestry of spices and
aromas. The event promises an
exceptional showcase of Sri Lan-
kan delicacies, featuring live street
food cooking stations and interac-
tive cooking classes.

Food enthusiasts can in-
dulge in an exquisite A la Carte
Lunch menu, available daily from
12:30pm to 3:30pm.

Specialities
Carefully curated to cater to every
palate, the menu will present a
diverse range of Sri Lankan speci-
alities, guaranteed to please even
the most discerning taste buds.
For those seeking an unforgettable
dining experience, dinner options
will be available from Friday to
Wednesday, between 6:30pm and
10:30pm.

Thursdays at the Sri Lankan

Food Festival will offer a unique
and exciting twist as guests can
partake in the Sri Lankan Street
Food Nights.

This particular evening event
will provide an opportunity to
savour the vibrant flavours and
street food delights that Sri Lanka
is renowned for.

For those passionate about ex-
ploring the art of Sri Lankan cook-
ing, Grand Millennium Muscat is
pleased to offer exclusive Sri Lan-
kan Cooking Classes.

Led by expert chefs, these class-
es will take place on Mondays,
specifically on June 12, 19, and 26.
Held at the Bahriyat Restaurant
from 10:30am to 12pm, the cook-
ing classes will provide a unique
opportunity to unravel the secrets
behind traditional Sri Lankan
recipes.

The Sri Lankan Food Festival at
Grand Millennium Muscat prom-
ises to be an unforgettable event
for both locals and tourists alike.
It presents a unique opportunity
to explore the rich culinary herit-
age of Sri Lanka, right in the heart
of Muscat.
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Lincoln Navigator stands out with
its inspiring luxury and comfort

Powering the Lincoln
Navigator is a twin-
turbo V6, 3.5L engine
with auto start-

stop technology,

that produces

440 horsepower
delivered through a
10-speed automatic
transmission with
SelectShift paddle
activation

MUSCAT: The flagship Lincoln
Navigator has been a benchmark
for luxury in the automotive in-
dustry. The Navigator stands out
with its inspiring luxury, a host of
advanced features and space and
comfort that is one of the largest in
its segment.

Powering the Lincoln Naviga-
toris a twin-turbo V6, 3.5L engine
with auto start-stop technology,
that produces 440 horsepower
delivered through a 10-speed
automatic transmission with
SelectShift paddle activation.
Giving the Navigator a bold look
are adaptive pixel projector LED
headlamps with signature light-
ing, predictive curve lighting and
sign-based lighting.

The Navigator is also equipped
with a panoramic vista roof with
a power sunshade and Lincoln
Embrace: LED-illuminated ex-
terior door handle pockets, Lin-
coln approach detection system,
Lincoln logo illuminated mats
and Lincoln signature lighting
with a fade on/off.

The Navigator makes a fine
mark on every journey with an im-
pressive interior which includes
1st-row passenger seat memory,
3rd-row PowerFold 60/40 split
bench seat with power recline,
12” configurable LCD instrument
cluster, Head-up Display, ambi-
ent lighting-LED, enhanced active
noise control, wireless charging
pad and more.

Occupants can enjoy the avail-
able Revel® Ultima 3D audio sys-
tem with 28 speakers that work
in concert with Navigator’s inte-
rior design and acoustics. Stand-
ard SYNC® 4 enables clients to
manage audio, phone, navigation

and more from the vehicle touch
screen or steering wheel-mounted
controls.

To navigate your drives safely,
the Navigator easily adapts to
changing conditions with adaptive
cruise control with stop-and-go

and lane centring assist, auto high-
beam headlamps, blind spot infor-
mation system with cross-traffic
alert and trailer coverage, evasive
steering assist, a lane-keeping sys-
tem with blind-spot assist which
includes lane-keeping aid, lane-

keeping alert, driver alert system
and a pre-collision assist.

The Navigator is also equipped
with driver and front passenger-
dual-stage front airbags, front-seat
side airbags, safety canopy side-
curtain airbags with rollover sen-

sor, AdvanceTrac with RSC (Roll
Stability Control), MyKey tech-
nology and SecuriCode invisible
keypad.

In Oman, Lincoln vehicles are
brought to you by Arabian Car
Marketing Co.

Sultan Hypermarket launches new loyalty reward card programme

MUSCAT: Sultan Hypermarket,
one of the leading hypermarkets
in Oman, announced the launch
of its new loyalty reward card pro-
gramme, Kanzee.

This innovative programme lev-
erages the power of data analytics
to provide customers with a tai-
lored shopping experience, offering
personalised rewards and exclusive
offers based on their purchasing
patterns and lifestyle preferences.

Formerly known as the reward
card programme, Kanzee repre-
sents a significant upgrade in the
customer experience. Effective
immediately, customers are in-
vited to sign up for Kanzee and
enjoy the numerous benefits it of-
fers. The reward card programme
will run until July 11, 2023, during
which time loyalty points can be
accumulated through traditional
card-based transactions.

With the introduction of Kan-
zee, customers will no longer need
to carry a physical loyalty card. In-
stead, the programme will seam-
lessly integrate with Sultan Hyper-

market’s mobile app, available for
download on iOS and Android de-
vices. Through the app, customers
can conveniently track their loyalty
points, redeem points for purchas-
es, and explore a range of personal-
ised offers and rewards specifically
tailored to their needs and lifestyle.
Mohamed El Mokadmi, the
General Manager of Sultan Hyper-
market, expressed his excitement
about the launch, stating, “We are
thrilled to introduce Kanzee as the
next evolution of our loyalty pro-
gramme. With the power of data
analytics, Kanzee enables us to
create a truly personalised shop-
ping experience for our customers.
The more you shop, the more you
are rewarded, ensuring that our
loyal customers receive the recog-
nition and benefits they deserve.”
Kanzee offers an added layer of
privacy and security, as customer
purchase data is analysed anony-
mously. This data is then utilised
to curate special offers and incen-
tives exclusively for each custom-
er. By leveraging this innovative

technology, Sultan Hypermarket
aims to deliver a seamless and re-
warding shopping experience that
exceeds customer expectations.

Sultan Hypermarket has long
been committed to providing ex-
ceptional quality products and
outstanding customer service.
The launch of Kanzee reflects the
hypermarket’s dedication to con-
tinuously enhancing the customer
experience, ensuring that loyal pa-
trons receive valuable rewards and
personalised offers.

To join the Kanzee loyalty pro-
gramme and start enjoying the
benefits today, customers can
download the Sultan Hypermarket
mobile app from the App Store or
Google Play Store.

Sultan Hypermarket is one
of the leading hypermarkets in
Oman, renowned for its high-
quality products and exceptional
customer service. With a commit-
mentto continuously innovate and
enhance the shopping experience,
Sultan Hypermarket remains at
the forefront of the retail industry.
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