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Public-private sector partnership vital
APPROACH TO MAINTAIN THE 

PACE OF DEVELOPMENT

CONSOLIDATE PARTNERSHIP 
BETWEEN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 

SECTORS FOR GROWTH

ENHANCE THE ROLE OF 
PRIVATE SECTOR IN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT

EFFORTS ARE MADE TO 
ESTABLISH A POWERFUL 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

MAKE BUSINESS 
ENVIRONMENT MORE 

COMPETITIVE AND 
ATTRACTIVE

INDUSTRY SHOULD BE 
CAPABLE OF GENERATING 
MORE JOB OPPORTUNITIES

SIGNIFICANCE OF 
EMPOWERING OMANI SMES 

AND START-UPS 
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HM meets business people, SME owners

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 

Haitham bin Tarik held a meeting 

at Al Alam Palace on Wednesday 

with businesspersons and owners 

of small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs).

At the outset of the meeting, 

His Majesty the Sultan gave 

thanks and praise to Allah the 

Almighty for the bounties with 

which He has bestowed on Oman. 

He expressed gratitude for the 

accomplishments and positive 

results about which, he said, “We 

feel satisfied and which inspire us 

to move towards the future with 

more confidence”.

His Majesty prayed to the 

Almighty to endow Oman and its 

people with abundant riches and 

empower them to achieve further 

development and prosperity.

His Majesty the Sultan touched 

on the future approaches of 

the State and its policies aimed 

at maintaining the pace of the 

comprehensive development 

process as planned in Oman 

Vision 2040.

Through this meeting, His 

Majesty the Sultan underscored 

his great attention, his continuous 

follow-up of private sector affairs 

and his keenness to consolidate 

partnership and communication 

between the public and private 

sectors during the upcoming stage.

ROLE OF PRIVATE SECTOR

His Majesty underlined the 

importance of enhancing the role 

of the private sector and enabling 

it to play its envisaged roles by 

integrating with all components of 

the Omani economic system and 

boosting the country’s economic 

development.

His Majesty the Sultan 

commended the role of the private 

sector and business owners in 

meeting the future aspirations 

of the Omani economy, notably 

by supporting efforts made to 

establish a powerful private sector 

that leads a competitive economy 

that is capable of integrating with 

the global economy.

This, His Majesty noted, is 

realised by according attention 

to knowledge-based economy 

informed by applied research and 

utilising the best technologies and 

innovations, namely technologies 

those related to the Fourth 

Industrial Revolution.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

His Majesty stressed the need to 

prepare the business environment 

to be more competitive and 

attractive for investments and 

capable of generating more 

employment opportunities - 

an environment in which the 

government exercises a regulatory 

role aimed at achieving efficiency 

and successful management.

In this context, His Majesty 

hailed the role of the Ministry 

of Commerce, Industry and 

Investment Promotion.

As part of his Royal attention 

to small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) and start-ups, His 

Majesty the Sultan affirmed 

the significance of empowering 

Omani SMEs and start-ups within 

the Omani economy system. He 

laid emphasis on the integration 

of these businesses with large 

companies through the innovative 

solutions and by offering quality 

business opportunities in the local 

and foreign markets. His Majesty 

expressed his appreciation for the 

role played by the Authority of 

Small and Medium Enterprises 

Development.

His Majesty the Sultan 

also lauded the role of Oman 

Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (OCCI), which, he said, 

is considered the prime mover 

of the private sector. He touched 

on the new OCCI system, which 

was implemented after engaging a 

large segment of business owners 

and listening to their views.

He underlined the importance 

of enabling the OCCI to play 

its role as a representative of 

the private sector and achieving 

its objectives in a manner 

that enhances its growth and 

augments its contribution to the 

gross domestic product (GDP), 

notably in the sectors of economic 

diversification.

Within the context of His 

Majesty’s interest in everything 

that would contribute to 

strengthening the national 

economy, special importance was 

accorded to SME business owners’ 

benefiting from the infrastructure, 

facilities, stimulating economic 

packages, and many other 

programmes espoused by the 

government, including the 

promotion of local content of 

Omani industries and other 

incentives and programmes.

At the conclusion of the end 

of the meeting, His Majesty 

the Sultan underscored the 

significance of forging an 

effective partnership between the 

government and private sectors, 

so that the private sector can play 

its desired role in implementing 

projects and investments 

that contribute to economic 

diversification, the growth of GDP 

and the creation of employment 

opportunities for citizens.

His Majesty the Sultan wished 

all success in their endeavours 

to realise the good of this dear 

country.

The meeting was attended by 

HH Sayyid Bilarab bin Haitham al 

Said, Chairman of the Supervisory 

Committee for the Start-ups 

Programme; Sultan bin Salim al 

Habsi, Minister of Finance and 

Chairman of the Financial and 

Economic Committee at the 

Council of Ministers; Dr Hamad 

bin Said al Aufi, Head of the Private 

Office; Qais bin Mohammed al 

Yousef, Minister of Commerce, 

Industry and Investment 

Promotion; Dr Mahad bin Said 

Baowain, Minister of Labour; and 

Halima bint Rashid al Zariyah, 

Chairperson of the Authority of 

Small and Medium Enterprises 

Development. — ONA

HIS MAJESTY 

THE SULTAN 

COMMENDED 

THE ROLE OF THE 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

AND BUSINESS 

OWNERS IN MEETING 

THE FUTURE 

ASPIRATIONS OF THE 

ECONOMY, NOTABLY 

BY SUPPORTING 

TO ESTABLISH A 

POWERFUL PRIVATE 

SECTOR THAT LEADS 

A COMPETITIVE 

ECONOMY CAPABLE 

OF INTEGRATING 

WITH THE GLOBAL 

ECONOMY AND 

GIVING JOBS FOR 

CITIZENS
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BIG BOOST FOR SMALL COMPANIES

FOCUS ON KNOWLEDGE-BASED ECONOMY BY UTILISING 
TECHNOLOGIES ESPECIALLY THOSE RELATED TO THE 4TH 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

PREPARE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT TO BE MORE 
COMPETITIVE AND CAPABLE OF GENERATING MORE 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

GOVERNMENT TO EXERCISE REGULATORY ROLE 
AIMED AT ACHIEVING EFFICIENCY AND SUCCESSFUL 
MANAGEMENT

EMPOWERING OMANI SMEs AND START-UPs AND INTEGRATE 
THESE BUSINESSES WITH LARGE COMPANIES THROUGH THE 
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 

OCCI’S ROLE IS IMPORTANT AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR AND ACHIEVING OBJECTIVES OF ECONOMIC 
DIVERSIFICATION

SPECIAL IMPORTANCE WAS ACCORDED TO SMEs WITH 
INFRASTRUCTURE, FACILITIES, ECONOMIC PACKAGES, AND 
THE PROMOTION OF LOCAL CONTENT
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THE FAIR INCLUDES A 
DEDICATED SPACE FOR 

TECHNOLOGY-RELATED EVENTS, 
INCLUDING A TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN 

STORYTELLING SESSION FOR 
CHILDREN AND VIRTUAL 
REALITY EXPERIENCES 

FOR VISITORS

A CELEBRATION OF 
LITERATURE, CULTURE 

AND KNOWLEDGE
AHMED AL KAABI 

MUSCAT, MARCH 1

The Muscat International Book Fair 

(MIBF) has become an integral part of 

Oman’s cultural calendar, attracting 

thousands of visitors every year. 

With its vibrant atmosphere, a 

diverse range of books and an 

exciting programme of events, 

the fair is a must-visit destination 

for anyone with a passion for 

literature and culture.

The fair features over 

500 exhibitors, including 

international publishers and 

distributors, showcasing a 

diverse range of books in 

various genres, including 

literature, history, science, 

politics and religion. 

Attendees can explore 

the latest titles from 

renowned authors, 

discover new talents and engage 

in discussions with experts on topics 

that interest them. The fair also includes 

interactive events such as book signings 

and literary workshops.

The fair includes a dedicated 

space for technology-related events, 

including a technology-driven 

storytelling session for children 

and virtual reality experiences for 

attendees.

In addition to the exhibition of 

books, the MIBF hosts various 

cultural and educational events. 

The fair includes seminars, 

talks and panel discussions 

on various topics, including 

literature, culture and history. 

These events bring together 

experts from different fields 

to share their knowledge and engage in 

thought-provoking discussions.

The 27th Muscat International Book 

Fair is not just an exhibition of books, but it 

also includes a diverse range of cultural and 

educational events.

Here are some of the events that 

visitors can look forward to: Seminars and 

Talks: The fair features a programme of 

seminars and talks by experts on various 

topics, including literature, culture and 

history. Attendees can engage in thought-

provoking discussions on a range of issues.

Workshops: There are various workshops 

available for attendees who want to improve 

their literary skills. These workshops cover 

a range of topics, including creative writing, 

poetry and storytelling.

Book Signings, Meet and Greets: Visitors 

can meet and interact with their favourite 

authors and get their books signed. This is 

a great opportunity for book lovers to meet 

the writers who have inspired them.

Children’s Activities: There are many 

fun and engaging activities for children, 

including storytelling sessions, puppet 

shows and technology-driven storytelling. 

These activities are designed to promote a 

love of reading and learning in children.

Cultural Performances: The fair also 

includes cultural performances by local 

and international artists. Visitors can 

enjoy traditional music, dance and theatre 

performances, providing a glimpse into 

different cultures.

Virtual Reality Experiences: The fair 

includes virtual reality experiences that 

allow visitors to immerse themselves 

in different worlds and stories. These 

experiences are a unique way to engage 

with literature and technology.

These events are just a sample of what 

the 27th Muscat International Book Fair 

has to offer. With such a diverse range of 

activities, there is something for everyone 

at the fair. It is an excellent opportunity to 

explore different cultures, meet new people 

and discover new ideas.

The 27th Muscat International Book 

Fair is an opportunity for people of all 

ages to discover new books, explore 

different cultures and engage with a diverse 

community of book lovers. The fair runs 

until March 4, 2023, and is open from 10 

am to 10 pm on weekdays and 2 pm to 10 

pm on weekends.



OMANDAILYOBSERVER
T H U R S D A Y  l  M A R C H  2  l  2 0 2 3

oman
5Follow us on instagram:

omanobserver

AL HARTHY 

MEETS US 

OFFICIAL

MUSCAT: Shaikh 

Khalifa bin Ali al 

Harthy, Under-

Secretary of the 

Foreign Ministry for 

Diplomatic Affairs, 

met at the general 

diwan of the ministry 

here Ezra Zia, US 

Under-Secretary of 

State for Civil Security, 

Democracy and 

Human Rights.

AL HARTHY 

RECEIVES 

UKRAINIAN 

SPECIAL ENVOY

MUSCAT: Shaikh 

Khalifa bin Ali al 

Harthy, Under-

Secretary of the 

Foreign Ministry for 

Diplomatic Affairs, 

met at the general 

diwan of the ministry 

on Wednesday Maxim 

Sobh, Ukraine’s Special 

Envoy for Middle East 

and African Affairs.

During the meeting, 

the two sides reviewed 

areas of mutual interest 

and exchanged views 

on the Ukrainian crisis 

and the international 

developments.

 — ONA

OHRC deputy 
chairman receives 
US official

MUSCAT: Shaikh Humaid 

bin Ali al Ma’ani, Deputy 

Chairman of Oman Human 

Rights Commission (OHRC), 

met on Wednesday, Ezra Zia, 

US Under-Secretary of State 

for Civil Security, Democracy 

and Human Rights.

The meeting discussed 

aspects of cooperation between 

OHRC and US human rights 

organisations.

During the meeting, Shaikh 

Humaid gave a briefing on 

OHRC, prerogatives and work 

system.

On her turn, the US official 

touched on various topics 

related to human trafficking 

and labour, among others. 

She expressed her willingness 

to enhance cooperation in all 

matters that serve and promote 

human rights. — ONA

Oman’s ambassador 
to Brunei Darussalam 
presents credentials

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN: Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei 

Darussalam received at Istana Nurul Iman Palace here Erma bint Said 

al Kithiri, who presented her credentials as the Sultanate of Oman’s 

Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam.

During the meeting, the ambassador conveyed greetings and best 

wishes of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik to Sultan Haji Hassanal 

Bolkiah.

On his turn, Sultan Haji asked the ambassador to convey his 

greetings and best wishes to His Majesty the Sultan, as well as the 

Omani government and people.

The meeting was attended by Dato Seri Paduka Awang Haji Erywan 

bin Pehin Datu Pekerma Jaya Haji Mohd Yusof, Second Minister for 

Foreign Affairs. — ONAHM receives written message 
from President of Ukraine
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 

Haitham bin Tarik has received a 

written message from President 

Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine.

The message deals with 

bilateral relations between Oman 

and Ukraine.

It was handed over to Foreign 

Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad 

al Busaidy, when he received here 

Maxim Sobh, Ukraine’s Special 

Envoy for Middle East and 

African Affairs.

The two sides discussed 

means of enhancing the bilateral 

relations and exchanged views on 

a set of regional and international 

issues.

The meeting was attended by 

Ambassador Youssef bin Issa al 

Zadjali, Head of the East Europe 

Department, and a number of 

officials from both sides. — ONA

Interior minister conveys 
HM’s greetings to Tunisia

TUNIS: Sayyid Hamoud bin 

Faisal al Busaidy, Minister of 

Interior, has conveyed greetings 

and best wishes of His Majesty 

Sultan Haitham bin Tarik to 

President Kais Saied of the 

Tunisian Republic and the people 

of Tunisia.

On his turn, the Tunisian 

President asked Sayyid Hamoud 

to convey his greetings and best 

wishes to His Majesty the Sultan 

and the Omani people.

This came when President 

Saied received Arab Interior 

Ministers who are taking part 

in the 40th session of the Arab 

Interior Ministers Council, being 

held in Tunisia.

During the meeting, President 

Saied underlined the important 

role of the Arab Interior Ministers 

Council in coordinating security 

cooperation between the Arab 

countries, wishing the ministers 

success in their session. 

— ONA

HM greets 
Chairman 
of Bosnian 
Presidency
His Majesty Sultan Haitham 

bin Tarik has sent a cable of 

greetings to President Zeljka 

Cvijanovic, Chairman of the 

Presidency of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, on her country’s 

Independence Anniversary. 

In the cable, His Majesty the 

Sultan expressed his sincere 

sentiments and best wishes to 

President Cvijanovic and her 

country’s people. — ONA

Shura refers Draft Labour 
Law to State Council
MUSCAT: The Majlis Ash’shura referred amendments of the Draft 

Labour Law, which was referred by the government, to the State Council.

The motion aims to complete the legislative cycle according to the 

Article No (49) of the Council of Oman Law.

The Majlis Ash’shura completed the discussions on the report of the 

draft law that included amendments and additions on some articles in a 

manner that guarantees the worker’s rights.

This took place during the 9th ordinary session of the 4th annual 

sitting of the 9th term held under the chairmanship of Shaikh Khalid 

bin Hilal al Maawali, Chairman of the Majlis Ash’shura. — ONA

In brief
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Oman takes part in G20
anti-corruption meet in India
GURUGRAM, INDIA: Oman, 

represented by the State Audit 

Institution(SAI), is currently 

taking part in the 1st meeting of 

the Anti-Corruption Working 

Group of the G20 in the Republic 

of India, which will last till 4 

March.

Oman’s participation in the 

G20 meetings for this year comes 

to enrich the fields of knowledge 

through the exchange of expertise 

and experiences among the 

participating countries, in 

addition to highlighting Oman’s 

efforts in the areas that will be 

addressed by the group.

The Anti-Corruption 

Working Group discusses many 

topics, including international 

cooperation in combating 

corruption and economic crimes, 

recovering stolen assets and 

addressing the role of integrity 

in the specialised authorities 

concerned with preventing and 

combating corruption.

A number of working groups 

within the G20 are participating 

in the meeting, covering various 

fields such as finance, energy 

transitions, trade and tourism, 

health, sustainable agriculture 

and food security, as well as 

education, combating terrorism 

and corruption. 

— ONA

TRA to ban import of mobile devices without 4G support
VINOD NAIR

 @vinot_nair

The Telecommunications 

Regulatory Authority (TRA) 

said it would stop approving and 

importing communication devices 

that do not support a minimum 

4G network.

TRA said VoLTE (Voice over 

4G LTE) network must be enabled 

in all mobile devices starting from 

February 28, 2023. Devices not 

supporting VoLTE features will 

be banned from entering Omani 

markets from April 1, 2023.

TRA urged institutions and 

individuals to upgrade their 

devices that support modern 

technologies. On Sunday, TRA 

announced it would gradually stop 

providing third-generation (3G) 

mobile services from the third 

quarter of 2024.

TRA plans to stop the 3G 

services from July 2024 as part of the 

efforts to improve communications 

services, directing natural resources 

such as frequency band spectrum, 

investing in modern technologies, 

and focusing on offering better-

quality services.

Earlier, speaking to the 

Observer, a top TRA official had 

said that there is a programme 

in place to close 3G networks so 

that service providers can use 

3G spectrum capacities for new 

technologies such as 4G and 5G.

The suspension of 3G services 

will gradually start with the least 

populated areas.

The decision also reflects 

the rapid development of the 

telecommunications sector in 

the world, which necessitates 

investment in modern 

technologies. It results in shutting 

down the least effective networks 

to allow the use of more effective 

networks, allowing subscribers 

better quality services and 

enhancing the experience of using 

the latest and most advanced 

networks.

In 2022 first half, 21 per cent out 

of 526,531 home fixed broadband 

subscriptions were via 5G 

wireless, while 49 per cent of fixed 

broadband subscriptions were in 

the Muscat Governorate.

There has been a constant 

growth in the number of Fibre to 

Home subscriptions, with more 

homes and areas coming under 

coverage.

It was revealed that nearly 80 per 

cent of buildings would be covered 

by fixed high-speed broadband, 

noting that fibre services would 

cover over 600,000 buildings in 

2022.

According to GSMA 

Intelligence, by 2025, there will be 

around 50 million 5G connections, 

with around 20 million in the GCC 

States. The report added that 5G 

would also add pressure to phase 

out previous generation networks 

in markets where 5G network 

rollout has been quick.

State Council approves draft 
law on water resources
KHALID AL ADAWI 

MUSCAT, MARCH 1 

The State Council on Wednesday 

approved the draft water and 

sanitary drainage sector regulatory 

law referred to it from the Council 

of Ministers, in preparation for 

referring it to His Majesty.

The State Council also 

approved a study conducted by 

the Economic Committee on the 

governance of water resources in 

the Sultanate of Oman.

At the opening of the sixth 

session of the fourth annual 

sitting, Shaikh Abdulmalik bin 

Abdullah al Khalili, Chairman of 

the State Council, stressed that the 

ongoing seventh term witnessed 

many legislative achievements 

as well as valuable studies and 

proposals in various fields.

The chairman of the State 

Council touched on the agenda 

of the session, which saw 

elaborate deliberations and 

several proposals by the council 

members.

The chairman commended 

the many achievements made 

during the current term which, 

he said, was a valuable addition 

to what has been accomplished in 

previous terms.

The Economic Committee 

reviewed the general framework 

of the draft water and sanitary 

drainage sector regulatory law. 

Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdullah 

al Harthy, head of the committee, 

said: “Within the framework of 

the restructuring of the various 

state institutions and sectors that 

the Sultanate of Oman witnessed 

during the second half of the 

year 2020, the restructuring of 

the water and sanitary drainage 

sector pursuant to Royal Decree 

No 131/2020 regarding the water 

and sanitary drainage sector. As a 

complementation of this decree, 

the draft water and sanitary 

drainage sector regulatory law 

was referred to the State Council 

from Majlis Ash’shura on January 

18, this year and was then referred 

to the Economic Committee to 

express its observations on the 

draft law.

The meeting witnessed a 

discussion on the study submitted 

by the Economic Committee on 

the governance of water resources 

in the Sultanate of Oman. Shaikh 

Mohammed bin Abdullah al 

Harthy, head of the economic 

committee, said the study comes 

within the framework of the 

optimal utilisation of financial 

resources in the Sultanate of 

Oman. A series of regulatory, 

legislative and administrative 

measures were taken which 

include the restructuring of the 

water sector and water demand 

management policies, and 

economic and legal controls were 

adopted to achieve this goal.

— Photo by Huda al Bahriya 

Meter app for all Orange 
and White taxis soon

VINOD NAIR

 @vinot_nair

The Ministry of Transport, 

Communications and Information 

Technology is planning to roll out 

Aber taxi-meter mobile app soon 

for all Orange and White taxis to 

calculate fares and distance. 

All formalities have been 

completed and the service will 

be launched in the coming 

months. These meter fares will 

not be applicable to the company-

operated services, officials said 

while announcing the future 

plans of the ministry in Muscat on 

Wednesday. 

The ministry said marine 

logistics, digital and economy, and 

development of dry ports will be 

its priority areas in the future. 

Dr Ali bin Amer al 

Shaidhani, Under-Secretary 

for Communications and 

Information Technology, 

meanwhile, said the ministry is 

working with automobile dealers 

to ensure that nearly 79 per cent 

of the cars on the roads will be 

electrically driven by 2035. 

Said bin Hamoud al 

Maawali,  Minister of Transport, 

Communications and 

Information Technology, said, 

“As a priority, we will continue 

to focus on providing services to 

the country and unlock some of 

the key economic sectors with 

the right policies - marine sector, 

trucking/road transport. We 

will continue to tap investment 

opportunities in the ports sector 

and the digital economy with the 

help of the private sector.”

On the UAE-Oman railway 

project, which will link the GCC 

countries, he said, “We expect 

by the end of this year or early 

next to award the Engineering, 

Procurement and Construction 

(EPC) for this project. As such, 

the actual work on the ground 

will take a year or so from the 

awarding of the EPC.”  

He said the government is 

working on the railway project 

that will link Oman to Saudi 

Arabia.

Khamis bin Mohammed al 

Shamakhi, Under-Secretary 

for Transportation, said, “Our 

focus will be to finish incomplete 

projects and launch some new 

projects like the Raysut-Mughsail 

dual road, Nizwa-Izki, and Ibri-

Saudi border road dualisation. 

Incomplete stretch of the Adam-

Thamrait road will be retendered. 

Some existing roads. will be 

upgraded.”

WATER TAXIS

Laws have been finalised and 

locations identified to launch 

water taxis in Musandam, Al 

Batinah and Muscat. The project 

will be launched in Musandam 

Governorate.

The ministry said that tunnel-

based road projects are not viable 

as the cost of operating the tunnels 

on the Al Sharqiyah Expressway 

ranges between RO 30,000 and 

RO 40,000 per month.

The ministry unveiled25 

investment opportunities in 

Maabela-Thamid road, Thamrait-

Salalah truck road, commercial 

activities in Port Sultan Qaboos, 

ports in Sadah, Dhalkout, Shinas, 

Sur, land transport tracking 

system, and the installation of 

smart scales on the main roads.

The Rusayl-Bidbid project is 

expected to be completed in the 

first quarter of the next year.

25 INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES ANNOUNCED FOR 2023

1. Meter fares will not 

be applicable to the 

company-operated 

services

2. Water taxis planned 

in Musandam, Al 

Batinah and Muscat 

3. 79 per cent of the 

cars on the roads 

will be electrically 

driven by 2035

4. Railway project to 

link Oman to Saudi 

Arabia

5. Incomplete stretch 

of the Adam-

Thamrait road will 

be retendered 



FINNISH 

PARLIAMENT 

PASSES NATO BILL

BLINKEN SAYS 

NO PLAN TO MEET 

RUSSIAN FM 

CHINA TO WORK 

WITH BELARUS ON 

BILATERAL TIES 

Finland’s parliament on 

Wednesday overwhelmingly 

backed its bid to join Nato, 

the assembly’s speaker said. 

Approval of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization’s treaties 

and Finland’s accession passed 

with 184 members of the 

200-seat parliament voting in 

favour, seven against and one 

abstaining. 

In response to Russia’s war 

on Ukraine a year ago, Finland 

last May applied to join Nato, 

having until now relied solely on 

its own armed forces to defend 

the 1,300-km border it shares 

with Russia. New Nato entrants 

must be approved by all existing 

members of the Western 

military alliance.

US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken said on Wednesday that 

he has no plans to meet either 

the foreign ministers of Russia 

or of China during the Group of 

20 (G20) meeting in New Delhi.

Blinken was on a brief tour 

of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

and will head to the Indian 

capital for the G20 meeting, 

where Moscow’s war on Ukraine 

will be an important part of 

discussions. Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergei Lavrov and 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin 

Gang are attending the meeting.

“No plans to see either 

(China or Russia’s foreign 

ministers) at the G20, although I 

suspect that we will certainly be 

in group sessions.”

China President Xi Jinping said 

the country is willing to work 

with Belarus to promote the 

healthy and stable development 

of bilateral relations at the 

highest level, state media 

reported on Wednesday.

Xi also said China and 

Belarus should support each 

other in “safeguarding their 

own core interests, oppose 

interference by external forces 

in internal affairs, and safeguard 

the sovereignty and political 

security of the two countries.”

Belarus President Alexander 

Lukashenko was in Beijing 

attending several state meetings. 

The two heads of state signed a 

joint statement.

In brief
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36 KILLED, DOZENS INJURED AS 
TRAINS COLLIDE IN GREECE

LARISSA, Greece: A passenger 

train and a cargo train collided 

head-on in Greece on Tuesday 

night, killing at least 36 people and 

injuring dozens as the country’s 

deadliest rail crash in living 

memory threw entire carriages off 

the tracks.

Many of the victims were 

thought to be university students 

on their way back from a long 

holiday weekend. The death toll 

was expected to rise further, 

officials said.

“There was panic... the fire was 

immediate, as we were turning 

over we were being burned, fire 

was right and left,” said Stergios 

Minenis, a 28-year-old passenger 

who jumped to safety from the 

wreckage.

A passenger who escaped from 

the fifth carriage told Skai TV: 

“Windows were being smashed 

and people were screaming... 

One of the windows caved in 

from the impact of iron from 

the other train.”

Cranes lifted derailed 

passenger carriages in the 

morning, as rescuers continued 

to scour through the smouldering 

mangled mass of steel. 

One carriage stood on its side 

at almost 90 degrees from the rest 

of the wrecked train, with others 

tilting precariously.

The local station master, in 

charge of signalling, has been 

arrested, a police official said, as 

investigators tried to find out why 

the two trains had been on the 

same track. “It’s an unthinkable 

tragedy. Our thoughts today are 

with the relatives of the victims,” 

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos 

Mitsotakis said at the site of the 

crash, looking shattered.

“One thing I can guarantee; 

we will find out the causes of 

this tragedy and do anything in 

our power for it never to happen 

again.”

The crash occurred as the 

passenger train that was headed 

to the northern Greece city of 

Thessaloniki from the capital 

Athens emerged from a tunnel 

near the town of Larissa.

Government spokesman 

Giannis Oikonomou said the two 

trains had been running towards 

each other on the same track 

“for many kilometres” before the 

crash.

The passenger train was 

carrying 342 travellers and 10 

crew, while two crew were on the 

cargo train, according to Hellenic 

Train data. Sixty-six of those 

injured were hospitalised, six of 

whom in intensive care, a fire 

brigade official said. 

Survivors were evacuated to 

Thessaloniki, where one woman 

ran to embrace her daughter as 

she disembarked from a bus with 

other survivors.

“Mum don’t, I’m hurt,” the 

daughter said. Another woman, 

who was waiting there, said her 

child was not picking up the 

phone. The head of the emergency 

unit in Larissa hospital, Apostolos 

Komnos, said most of the dead 

were young people, in their 20s.

The government declared three 

days of national mourning, from 

Wednesday to Friday, with flags 

flying at half-mast in a tribute to 

the victims of the crash. President 

Katerina Sakellaropoulou cut 

short a visit to Moldova to return 

to Greece.

“Even at this moment, a life-

saving operation is going on to 

help those who are on this death 

train,” she told a news conference 

in the Moldovan capital Chisinau.

ERT state TV showed one crew 

carrying what was thought to be a 

victim, covered in a white sheet, to 

an ambulance.

Fire brigade spokesperson 

Vassilis Varthakogiannis said the 

evacuation of passengers took 

place in “difficult conditions given 

the severity of the collision of the 

two trains.”

“We are living through a 

tragedy. We are pulling out 

people alive, injured...there are 

dead,” he said.

The cargo train had been 

travelling from Thessaloniki to 

Larissa. Local media said the 

train left Athens around 7.30 pm 

(05:30 GMT).   — AFP

This aerial drone photograph shows emergency crews searching wreckage after a train accident in the Tempi Valley near 
Larissa, Greece, on Wednesday. — AFP

TRAINS WERE TRAVELLING ON THE SAME TRACK, SAYS REGIONAL GOVERNOR

Nigeria’s Tinubu 
defends win in disputed 
presidential poll
ABUJA: Nigeria’s new president-

elect, Bola Tinubu, called on 

citizens to unite around him on 

Wednesday, as he defended the 

integrity of the national election 

he won amid a bitter dispute over 

the results. Both of the two main 

opposition parties have rejected 

the outcome as fraudulent, and 

said they would challenge the 

results in court. 

The bitter dispute has raised 

fears of violence in Africa’s most 

populous nation and leading 

energy producer, which has a 

long history of electoral violence.

In past polls, street gangs 

with loyalty to Tinubu in the 

commercial hub of Lagos have 

fought pitched battles with gangs 

loyal to rival parties. 

“I am very happy I have 

been elected the president of 

the federal republic of Nigeria,” 

Tinubu said to cheers in Abuja. 

“This is a serious mandate. I 

hereby accept it.” He now faces 

a litany of national problems, 

including insurgencies in the 

northeast, armed attacks, killings 

and kidnappings, conflict 

between livestock herders and 

farmers, cash, fuel and power 

shortages, and deeply entrenched 

corruption. The Independent 

National Electoral Commission 

(INEC) said Tinubu garnered 37 

per cent, or 8.79 million votes, 

in the weekend election, ahead 

of main opposition challenger 

Atiku Abubakar’s 29 per cent, or 

6.98 million votes. 

Peter Obi, an outsider popular 

with younger and more educated 

urban voters, won 25 per cent, or 

6.1 million votes.

A candidate can win by 

getting more votes than any 

of their rivals, provided they 

get 25 per cent of the vote in at 

least two-thirds of the 37 federal 

territories. — AFP

A woman dances in celebration of Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s victory in an 
election in Lagos, Nigeria, on Wednesday. — Reuters

Erdogan indicates elections 
to be in May, 3 months
ANKARA: President Tayyip 

Erdogan indicated on 

Wednesday that elections will be 

held on May 14, sticking to his 

previous plan for the vote with 

a date just over three months 

after a devastating earthquake 

killed more than 45,000 people 

in Turkiye.

“This nation will do what 

is necessary on May 14, God 

willing,” Erdogan said in a speech 

to lawmakers from his ruling 

AK Party in parliament, in an 

apparent reference to elections 

seen as representing his biggest 

ever political challenge. 

here had been conflicting 

signals over the likely timing 

of the presidential and 

parliamentary elections since 

last month’s earthquake, with 

some suggesting they could be 

postponed until later in the year 

or could be held as scheduled on 

June 18.

Before the disaster, Erdogan’s 

popularity had been eroded in 

recent years by soaring inflation 

and a slump in the lira which hit 

living standards, although some 

opinion polls in recent months 

had shown signs of a pick-up in 

his support. 

Erdogan has faced a wave of 

criticism over his government’s 

handling of the deadliest quake 

in the nation’s modern history. 

But he defended Ankara’s 

response on Wednesday, saying 

it had been caught up in “a storm 

of earthquakes”.

“We will build better buildings 

in place of those which collapsed. 

We will win hearts and we will 

unroll a new future in front of 

our people,” he said in a speech 

accompanied by a video showing 

all the state had done in response 

to the disaster. 

Erdogan had previously 

said he was bringing the votes 

forward to May to avoid holidays 

in June.

Doubts have been expressed 

over election authorities’ ability to 

make logistical arrangements for 

those affected in the quake zone, 

home to some 14 million people, 

to vote. 

Election officials are visiting 

the region this week to prepare a 

report on its preparedness.

Erdogan rose to power 20 

years ago as Turkiye grappled 

with a severe economic crisis in 

2001 and chronic corruption that 

crippled institutions. 

The coalition of that time had 

faced accusations of mishandling 

a devastating 1999 earthquake.

Now he also must contend 

with criticism over the response 

to the quake in a region that 

traditionally backed him. 

He took 55 per cent of the vote 

in the 10 quake hit-provinces in 

a 2018 presidential election and 

his party and its partners won 

the same level of support in a 

parliamentary election.

Some Turks in one of the areas 

worst hit by the quake voiced 

disappointment on Wednesday at 

the state response to the disaster, 

which they said had a negative 

impact on people’s views of the 

government.

“Everyone here votes for 

the AKP instinctively. But help 

arrived here very late. 

People are having second 

thoughts,” said a market owner in 

the town of Narli, 20 km from the 

first quake’s epicentre.

“I don’t believe the opposition 

is up to the task either. But we 

need fundamental change,” said 

70-year-old farmer Mehmet from 

the village of Igdeli.

Earlier on Wednesday, 

the Disaster and Emergency 

Management Authority (AFAD) 

said the death toll in Turkiye 

had risen to 45,089, bringing the 

total toll including Syria to about 

51,000. 

The quake also injured 108,000 

people in Turkiye.  — Reuters

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan attends his party’s group 
meeting at the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly in Ankara, Turkiye , on 
Wednesday. — AFP
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Germany to give 
foreign policy a 
more female face

ALEXANDER RATZ AND SARAH MARSH

Germany’s centre-left government on Wednesday 

released new guidelines set to shape all diplomacy 

and development work including the creation of a 

new role for an “ambassador for feminist foreign 

policy”. 

Germany will lobby to ensure women’s 

concerns are more in focus worldwide, that 

women are increasingly included in peace 

processes and that 12 billion euros ($12.8 billion) 

of German development funds are allocated more 

to projects that tackle gender inequality, according 

to the foreign and development ministry 

guidelines.

Given Germany’s clout as Europe’s biggest 

economy and a key diplomatic actor, the move 

gives fresh momentum to the feminist foreign 

policy movement, which was pioneered by a leftist 

Swedish government in 2014.

Such a policy has been embraced in recent 

years by other countries like Canada, France, 

Mexico and Spain - although Sweden abandoned 

it last year after a shift to a right-wing government.

“We will work hard to give our foreign service 

a more female face and to raise the proportion of 

women in senior roles,” Germany’s first female 

foreign minister, Annalena Baerbock, said in the 

introduction to the 88-page long guidelines.

“We will also more systematically allocate 

our financial resources in the service of feminist 

foreign policy,” the Greens politician said.

Baerbock has already made a point on her 

trips abroad to address gender issues such as 

sexual violence during the conflict in Ukraine and 

abortion in the United States.

Critics say the government needs to avoid 

coming across as moralising. Sweden antagonised 

several allies after it started focusing more 

on gender equality and human rights in its 

diplomacy. “We must not make the error of 

mixing up value-oriented foreign policy with 

moralising foreign policy,” Bijan Djir-Sarai, the 

general secretary of junior coalition partner the 

Free Democrats, told broadcaster Welt.

Going forward, at least 8 per cent of Germany’s 

development funds will go to projects with gender 

equality as their main goal, while 85 per cent must 

have it as their secondary goal, the development 

ministry announced.

Gender will also be taken more into account 

in foreign policy spending, according to the 

foreign ministry. Germany will lobby to hike the 

participation of women in formal peace processes, 

given this was shown to increase the chances of a 

lasting peace, according to the policy guidelines.

Germany was in a good position to do so, they 

said, as a member of the commission overseeing 

the UN Peacebuilding Fund and other initiatives. 

 — Reuters

Nigeria’s new president is political ‘godfather’

Netanyahu shattering Israeli society

JOEL OLATUNDE AGOI

Bola Tinubu, a political “godfather” 

famed for his strategic deftness and 

clout, never hid his ambition to be 

president of Nigeria.

The 70-year-old has now 

fulfilled his “lifelong” goal by 

winning the presidency of Africa’s 

most populous nation with 8.8 

million votes, according to final 

election results. Despite lingering 

questions about his health and past 

corruption allegations, the two-

time Lagos governor will succeed 

President Muhammadu Buhari, a 

former army general he brags of 

helping put into power.

His ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) faces accusations 

of electoral fraud in Saturday’s 

election from its two main 

opponents. But electoral officials 

and the APC dismissed those 

claims. Often referred to with the 

chieftain’s title of “Jagaban”, Tinubu 

has spent years building his Lagos 

powerbase into a nationwide 

network of contacts from Lagos 

market cooperatives and transport 

unions to political operatives.

But in a surprise result from 

Saturday’s polls, rival Labour 

Party candidate Peter Obi won in 

Lagos State -- Tinubu’s traditional 

bastion of support. “You win some, 

you lose some,” Tinubu said of the 

result, urging his supporters to 

remain calm.

Days later, the tenacious leader, 

who campaigned with the slogan 

“It’s my turn”, was confirmed as the 

winner of the presidency.

A Muslim born in Nigeria’s 

Yoruba-speaking southwest, 

Tinubu trained as an accountant in 

the United States and worked for 

several US companies, including as 

a treasurer at oil giant ExxonMobil.

He was a political activist before 

becoming a senator and later 

governor of Lagos State from 1999 

to 2007. During his activist days, he 

was hounded into exile by military 

dictator Sani Abacha along with 

scores of others for campaigning 

for a return to democratic rule in 

1999. Described by his allies as an 

astute political strategist, he co-

founded and financed the Alliance 

for Democracy, which later became 

the Action Congress of Nigeria, 

and then helped form the ruling All 

Progressives Congress.

He was instrumental in bringing 

together APC factions, pushing 

Buhari to victory in 2015 and 

ending 16 years in power for the 

rival Peoples Democratic Party 

(PDP). The election of Buhari, 

the first opposition victory in the 

country, as well as his 2019 re-

election were partly attributed to 

Tinubu’s political influence.

In a mark of his staying power, 

Tinubu kept a tight grip over the 

governorship of Lagos from 1999, 

holding the post until 2007 and 

holding a hand in choosing his 

successors since leaving office.

If Tinubu’s political power has 

often been controversial, so too 

have his financial dealings. He 

is believed to be one of Nigeria’s 

richest politicians and after leaving 

office he was accused of corruption, 

money laundering and operating 

more than a dozen foreign bank 

accounts. He was never charged 

and denies wrongdoing.

After the inauguration scheduled 

in May, Tinubu will face difficult 

decisions around removing costly 

fuel subsidies and will be expected 

to address rising poverty and 

rampant insecurity. — AFP

Israel today is a boiler with way, way 

too much steam building up inside, 

and the bolts are about to fly off in all 

directions.

Lethal attacks by Palestinian youths 

against Israelis are coinciding with an 

expansion of Israeli settlements and 

the torching of Palestinian villages 

by settlers, as well as with a popular 

uprising against Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s judicial power 

grab. Together they are threatening 

a breakdown in governance the likes 

of which we’ve never seen before in 

Israel.

It is a measure of how serious the 

situation has become that several 

former chiefs of the Mossad have 

denounced Netanyahu’s judicial 

putsch, most recently Danny Yatom. 

He told Israel Channel 13 News on 

Saturday night, according to Haaretz, 

that if Netanyahu continues with 

his plans to effectively eliminate the 

independence of Israel’s high court, 

fighter pilots and special forces 

operatives will be able to legitimately 

disobey the orders that come from the 

government.

They “signed an agreement with 

a democratic country,” said Yatom. 

“But the moment that, God forbid, 

the country becomes a dictatorship,” 

and they receive “an order from an 

illegitimate government, then I believe 

it would be legitimate to disobey it.”

On Sunday, a Palestinian gunman 

killed two Israeli Jews near Nablus to 

avenge the deaths of 11 Palestinians 

at the hands of the Israeli forces in 

Nablus a few days earlier. 

Violence between settlers 

and Palestinians is not new. But 

when it coincides with the most 

ultra-nationalist, ultra-Orthodox 

government in Israel’s history — 

that is now driven by messianic 

religious zealots, whose goal is to 

annex the whole West Bank and who 

now control key police, finance and 

military portfolios — the traditional 

sober Israeli ministers who would 

normally draw a line against such 

actions have been replaced by those 

who want to erase lines altogether.

Haaretz reported on Monday that 

before the settler rampage, one of 

Netanayhu’s coalition partners, the 

far-right Bezalel Smotrich, who serves 

as finance minister, liked a tweet by a 

prominent settler leader, Davidi Ben 

Zion. Ben Zion wrote on Twitter that 

“the village of Hawara” — one of the 

four attacked by settlers — “should 

be wiped out today.” Yes, a Netanyahu 

minister liked that tweet.

The new factor, though, that could 

really tear apart Israel’s democracy 

is Netanyahu’s scheme to essentially 

end the independence of the Israeli 

Supreme Court in the name of 

“judicial reform.”

 Ignoring polls that show a majority 

of the public opposes the judicial 

takeover — and despite appeals by the 

Israeli and American presidents to 

postpone changes until there can be 

a national dialogue on the subject — 

Netanyahu and his extremist allies are 

moving to just shove it through the 

Knesset in the next few weeks.

The manoeuvre’s breakneck speed 

is actually exposing what a total fraud 

Netanyahu is when he sweetly insists 

to foreign leaders and journalists that 

he simply wants to pass a few innocent 

technical fixes to bring the Supreme 

Court in Israel more in line with that 

of the US or Canada or France.

Really? Ask yourself this question: 

What Israeli leader would risk a civil 

war at home, a breach with Jewish 

democrats across the world, a break 

with America, significant damage to 

Israel’s high-tech miracle — and now 

open talk by Israeli troops that they 

will not die to protect a dictatorship. 

What Israeli leader would risk all of 

that for just a few technical judicial 

fixes?

Netanyahu would risk all that 

only for something very big, very 

important and very personal. And 

that is a judicial “reform” that he 

hopes would end his trial on breach 

of trust, bribery and fraud charges, 

which could land him in prison. 

The judicial “reform” would 

also give his right-wing coalition 

the unfettered power to build any 

settlements in any place, to seize 

any Palestinian land and to pour 

tax dollars into Orthodox religious 

schools where young people have 

only to study the Torah not math, 

science or literature — let alone serve 

in the army.

In the next few weeks, if Netanyahu’s 

coalition passes these “new laws of 

dictatorship,” Barak said, they will be 

“cancelled by the Supreme Court” as 

illegal. 

When that happens and the 

government then takes steps to annul 

some Supreme Court rulings, the four 

key “gatekeepers” of Israeli security — 

the chief of staff of the armed forces 

and the heads of the Mossad, the 

Shin Bet and the police — will have 

to decide from whom to take orders. 

“This will create an extremely severe 

constitutional crisis,” said Barak.

“If the threshold is crossed,” 

he added, “and the laws of the 

dictatorship are set in motion, the 

responsibility will pass to us, the 

citizens of the country.  

We will have to follow the tradition 

set by Gandhi, 80 years ago in India, 

and of Martin Luther King, 60 years 

ago in the US, to follow the path of 

non-violent civil disobedience. … 

This is the right, even the duty, of 

citizens when their government acts 

in ways which break the rules of 

the game and stand contrary to the 

country’s own fundamental norms 

and value system.”

Hey, Friedman, all you seem to 

write about these days is Ukraine and 

Israel. Don’t you have anything else to 

say?

It’s not an accident. I believe that if 

Ukraine were to fall to Vladimir Putin 

and Israel were to become a phony 

democracy like Hungary, the whole 

world would tip the wrong way.

Israel is the only real democracy 

with an independent judiciary in the 

Middle East. Ukraine is defending the 

European Union, a giant engine of 

the rule of law, free markets, human 

rights and democratic norms, even 

if not every EU country has fully 

embraced all of them. If democracy 

is undermined in the EU and Israel, 

democracy everywhere will be more 

endangered.  — The New York Times

BOLA TINUBU, THE TWO-

TIME LAGOS GOVERNOR 

WILL SUCCEED PRESIDENT 

MUHAMMADU BUHARI, A 

FORMER ARMY GENERAL HE 

BRAGS OF HELPING PUT INTO 

POWER

Thomas L. Friedman

IF UKRAINE 

WERE TO FALL TO 

VLADIMIR PUTIN 

AND ISRAEL WERE 

TO BECOME A 

PHONY DEMOCRACY 

LIKE HUNGARY, 

THE WHOLE WORLD 

WOULD TIP THE 

WRONG WAY
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RUPAM JAIN AND NEHA ARORA

T
he year-long Russian 

war in Ukraine took 

centrestage on the eve of 

a G20 foreign ministers 

meeting on Wednesday 

with the European Union foreign policy 

chief saying the success of the gathering 

in New Delhi would be measured by 

what it could do about the conflict and 

its impact. Russia said it would use the 

meeting to tell the world who, according 

to Moscow, was responsible for the 

political and economic crises the world 

finds itself in. Germany responded 

saying it would counter Russian 

“propaganda” at the G20 meeting.

The foreign ministers meeting comes 

days after a meeting of finance chiefs 

of G20 countries in Bengaluru that was 

also overshadowed by Russia’s war in 

Ukraine.

Delegates at the Bengaluru meeting 

wrangled over condemning Russia for 

the war, failed to reach a consensus on a 

joint statement and settled instead for a 

summary document.

“This war has to be condemned,” 

Josep Borrell, the European Union’s 

High Representative for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy, told reporters.

“I hope, I am sure that India’s 

diplomatic capacity will be used in order 

to make Russia understand that this war 

has to finish,” Borrell said.

An EU source separately said the 

EU delegation would not support a 

statement at the G20 meeting if it did 

not include condemnation of the war. 

The comments came hours after Russia 

said it considered the G20 a prestigious 

forum “where balanced consensus 

decisions should be made in the interests 

of all humankind”.

“We intend to firmly and openly talk 

about the reasons and instigators of 

the current serious problems in world 

politics and the global economy,” the 

Russian Embassy in New Delhi said in a 

statement late on Tuesday.

“The destructive policy of the US 

and its allies has already put the world 

on the brink of a disaster, provoked a 

rollback in socio-economic development 

and seriously aggravated the situation of 

the poorest countries,” it said. The New 

Delhi meeting is being attended by 40 

delegations, including those headed by 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

and Chinese Foreign Minister Qin 

Gang.

Lavrov arrived late on Tuesday and 

held talks with his Indian counterpart 

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar on 

Wednesday. He is also scheduled to meet 

his Chinese, Bangladeshi and South 

African counterparts.

A German foreign ministry 

spokesperson said in Berlin that Foreign 

Minister Annalena Baerbock “will not 

allow Russia to take the stage and will 

firmly oppose Russian propaganda if 

necessary, as she has done in the past”.

British Foreign Secretary James 

Cleverly said London would seek to 

work with New Delhi to make the 

meeting successful. Cleverly will meet 

Qin on the sidelines, but not Lavrov.

Blinken said he had no plans to meet 

either Lavrov or Qin. “No plans to see 

either at the G20, although I suspect that 

we will certainly be in group sessions of 

one kind or another together,” Blinken 

told reporters in Tashkent.

The main G20 meetings will be held 

on Thursday after a welcome dinner on 

Wednesday.

The G20 includes the wealthy G7 

nations as well as Russia, China, India, 

Brazil, Australia and Saudi Arabia, 

among other nations. 

Host India said the war in Ukraine 

would be an important point of 

discussion but “questions relating to 

food, energy and fertiliser security, the 

impact that the conflict has on these 

economic challenges that we face” would 

also receive “due focus”.

Indian Foreign Secretary Vinay 

Kwatra, the country’s top diplomat, said 

he also expected a clear message on 

terrorism. 

The role of crypto currencies would 

be a part of the message, he said.

 —Reuters
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Ukraine war takes centrestage 
on the eve of G20 meeting

Gabon summit promotes worth 
of tropical rainforests

A 
two-day conference 

to highlight the key 

environmental role 

and value of the 

world’s rainforests got 

under way in Gabon on Wednesday, 

backed by several leaders of tropical 

countries.

“Forests potentially represent 20-

30 per cent of the solution to climate 

change,” Gabon’s minister of waters 

and forests, British-born Lee White, 

said in opening remarks.

Long recognised as a haven of 

biodiversity, tropical forests are 

increasingly acknowledged also 

as a buffer against climate change. 

Vegetation absorbs carbon dioxide 

under the natural process of 

photosynthesis, making forests a 

shield against climate-altering carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emissions. But they 

are also at threat, especially from 

loggers.

Between 2015 and 2020, around 

25 million acres of forests were 

destroyed annually, according to 

United Nations figures. 

The so-called One Forest Summit 

is a brainchild of Gabonese President 

Ali Bongo Ondimba and France’s 

President Emmanuel Macron, who 

announced it at last year’s UN climate 

COP in Egypt.

The conference will give a push to 

A bald eagle swoops in and catches a coot in its talons at Orlando Wetlands Park in Christmas, Florida. 
The 1,650-acre park is a man-made wetland designed to provide advanced treatment for reclaimed 
water from the City of Orlando and other local cities. — AFP

SWOOPING ON ITS CATCH!

RUSSIA SAYS 

IT WOULD 

TELL THE 

WORLD WHO 

IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE 

POLITICAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

CRISES

THE 

CONFERENCE 

WILL GIVE 

A PUSH TO 

ADVANCING 

SCIENTIFIC 

KNOWLEDGE 

ABOUT THE 

ECOLOGICAL 

VALUE OF 

RAINFOREST 

AND FOSTERING 

‘SUSTAINABLE 

VALUE CHAINS’ 

IN FORESTRY

advancing scientific knowledge 

about the ecological value 

of rainforest and fostering 

“sustainable value chains” in 

forestry.

Another priority will be how 

to both monetise and preserve 

tropical forests for their value 

in supporting biodiversity and 

storing carbon emissions.

The host nation, Gabon, 

became the first African nation 

to be recompensed through 

carbon credits for protecting its 

forests. Gabon “absorbs around 

100 million tonnes of CO2 

per year... three tonnes every 

second,” White told AFP on the 

sidelines of the meeting.

“We are well on the way 

to becoming a sustainable 

economy.”

A big focus at the conference 

will be on the forests of the 

Congo Basin — a crucial 

carbon “sink” and haven to rare 

species that is second in size to 

Amazonia.

“Around a third of the 

species in tropical Africa are 

threatened with extinction,” said 

Bonaventure Sonke, a professor 

at the University of Yaounde 

in Cameroon. Preserving them 

requires further knowledge 

about them, he said.

“We don’t know enough 

about the forests of the Congo 

Basin because they haven’t been 

sufficiently researched,” he said.

In contrast, he said, far 

more was known about the 

Amazonian rainforest, “because 

the resources were committed” 

to doing so.

Macron will be joining the 

meeting’s summit section on 

Thursday after flying out from 

Paris on Wednesday for a four-

nation Central African tour.

Other presidents expected to 

attend are Denis Sassou Nguesso 

of the Republic of Congo; 

Faustin Archange Touadera of 

the Central African Republic; 

Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno of 

Chad; and Teodoro Obiang 

Nguema Mbasogo of Equatorial 

Guinea. — AFP

French veterinarian and primatologist Sabrina Krief delivers her speech during the One Forest Summit in Libreville 
on Wednesday. — AFP
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RAHYAH 
CLAIMS GOLDEN SWORD, 

NAKHWAH 
TAKES SILVER

WALEED AL JAHWARI

MUSCAT, MARCH 1

‘Rahyah’ clinched the golden sword in the 

Institutions round, while ‘Nakooh’ snatched 

silver sword in the individual round at the 

OCRF final race competition, which concluded 

in Barka on Wednesday.

The races were staged at Royal Camel Corps 

Square in Barka in the Governorate of South Al 

Batinah, supervised by the Ministry of Culture, 

Sports and Youth with the support of Occidental 

Oman Company, Royal Camel Corps, Ministry 

of Information and Ministry of Heritage and 

Tourism.

The concluding ceremony was held under 

chief guest HH Sayyid Fares bin Fatik al 

Said, who honoured the final day’s winners, 

contributors and supporters.

More than 1,600 camels took part in the final 

race from various governorates of the Sultanate 

of Oman, competing in 65 rounds to win 28 

cars and 15 icons including the gold and silver 

swords.

The concluding day’s activities included an 

exhibition Arda race, singing on camel, camel 

carts and traditional arts.

The race action included four rounds, two 

of them for ‘Thanaya’ category for 8 km, with 

10,000 rials and dagger for the first place in 

each round, and cash prize for the top ten. Two 

rounds were for ‘Alhawl’ category for 8 km, with 

10,000 rials and sword for the first place in each 

round, and cash prize for the top ten.

‘Thanaya’ category

RCC’s Saa’ib snatched the opening round 

for institutions, trained by Hamad bin Salim 

al Jedili, with timing of 13 minutes and 39 

seconds, Al Bashayer Institutions’ ‘Thagah’ 

came in second, coached by Jassim bin Qubaili 

al Muharbi. ‘Reval’ finished third owned by 

RCC, supervised by Amer bin Rashid al Omari.

In the individual round, ‘Tashreef ’, owned by 

Ali bin Salim al Wahibi, claimed the title after 

completing the race distance in 13 minutes 

and 45 seconds. Maktoum bin Saad al Mahri’s 

‘Rethaa’ came second and Abdullah bin Humid 

al Omari’s ‘Fakhama’ finished third.

‘Alhawl’ category

‘Nakooh’ snatched the silver sword in 

the individual round, owned by Hamad bin 

Mohammed al Wahaibi, with timing of 13 

minutes and 31 seconds. ‘Najoom’ came second, 

owned by Ali bin Abdullah al Habsi, ‘Al Kahrab’ 

won the third place, owned by Saleh bin Eid al 

Qanoubi.

‘Rahyah’ clinched the golden sword in the 

Institutions round, owned by RCC under the 

supervision of Hamad bin Salim al Jedili, and 

recorded 13 minutes and 14 seconds. Bashayer 

Institutions’ ‘Al Bashayer’ was the runner-up, 

supervised by Humaid bin Mohammed al Jahafi, 

while ‘Mansorah’ finished third owned by RCC 

and trained by Rashid bin Salim.



OMANDAILYOBSERVER
T H U R S D A Y  l  M A R C H  2  l  2 0 2 3 11

sport

Bodybuilding Championships for disabled and youths
AHMED AL KAABI

MUSCAT, MARCH 1

The Oman Bodybuilding Committee 

(OBC) revealed the details of the 

18th Oman Open Championship for 

Bodybuilding. The competitions will be 

held from March 9 to 11 at the Sultan 

Qaboos Sports Complex in Bausher.

The announcement of the launch of the 

championship was made by the OBC on 

Wednesday, in the presence of Chairman 

Dr Salim bin Said al Bahri.

Dr Salim al Bahri affirmed the 

committee’s keenness to support 

young people and contribute positively 

to enhancing their capabilities in 

bodybuilding.

Al Bahri said: “The championship is 

one of the tournaments open to all those 

wishing to participate from the Sultanate of 

Oman and abroad. It is one of the important 

tournaments that had a glorious role in 

Oman reaching the podiums in the last 

World Championship in Spain where the 

team was able to win five medals including 

gold, silver and bronze. Oman also won 

medals in the Asian Championship. This 

18th edition of the tournament will be 

a good opportunity for young people to 

prove their abilities and win first places, 

which gives them the chance to be selected 

for the national team.”

The championship is an opportunity for 

the first places to represent Oman national 

team in the upcoming competitions, as 

the committee participates in a number 

of upcoming tournaments, including the 

Asian Championship, which Lebanon 

will host next August, as well as the World 

Championship, which Spain will host next 

November. Al Bahri pointed out that the 

heads of the Gulf federations are studying 

the establishment of a Gulf Bodybuilding 

Championship with the announcement 

expected during the coming period.

TWO NEW CATEGORIES

This year, the committee introduced 

two new categories; one for the people 

with disabilites and another for youths  

aged between 16 to 23 years. It said  

athletes with disabilities are an integral 

part of this country and their participation 

is an opportunity for them to prove their 

capabilities. 

Al Bahri explained that the introduction 

of this category is the first initiative in the 

region after its competitions were included 

in the world championships.

Regarding the participation fees of 

the players in the tournament, Al Bahri 

said, “The committee sought not to 

increase the fees, in order to facilitate 

the participation of a larger number of 

players, as the participation of the player 

for one category set an amount of RO 30 

and for the player participating in two 

categories, a fee of RO 50. A fee of RO 3 

was approved for the audience to attend 

and RO 3 for the coach.”

Al Bahri explained that the dye used in 

the championship is the international dye 

approved by the International Federation 

of Bodybuilders (IFB), which is the type 

(Protaque), and it is an easy dye in use and 

cost.

Tournament Schedule

On March 9, the scale and lengths will 

be taken.

The first day of the competition on 

March 10 will be devoted to two categories. 

The first category is ‘Men physique’ for 

junior bodybuilding (16-23 years), Men 

physiques up to 168 cm, Men physiques 

up to 174 cm, Men physiques up to 178 

cm, and the champion of champions. The 

second category is ‘muscular physique’ 

for Men physiques up to 175 cm and Men 

physiques over 175 cm. 

The second day on March 11 will be 

devoted to three categories. The first 

category is the ‘bodybuilding category’ 

for under 65 kg, under 75 kg, under 85 kg, 

above 85 kg and ‘champion of champions’. 

The second category is ‘classic body 

building’ for the length of the first up to 

171  cm, the length of the second up to 

175 cm and the length of the third up to 

175 cm. The last categories will be for the 

wheelchairs for the people with disabilities 

with one open weight.  

Tournament Referees

The OBC has selected the best referees, 

as the Referees Committee in the 

tournament is chaired by referee Jose Maria, 

Chairman of the Referees Committee 

of the International Federation, and the 

membership of international referees from 

Oman, UAE, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

Bahrain.

The committee introduced this year 

the Referees Course, which will be held 

on the sidelines of the championship, 

and the Spaniard Jose Maria, Chairman 

of the Referees Committee of the Asian 

Federation, will lecture on it.

U20 team face Korea in Asian Cup opener
ADIL AL BALUSHI

MUSCAT, MARCH 1

Oman U20 team is keen to 

register a strong start in the AFC 

U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 

championship as it will take on 

South Korea on Thursday in the 

opening match of Group C at JAR 

Stadium. The match will begin at 

14:00 (Oman time).

In the same group, Tajikistan 

will face off Jordan on Thursday 

at Lokomotiv Stadium and the 

encounter will start at 16:00.

The national junior boys will 

eye for a positive step in today’s 

assignment against the young 

Taegeuk Warriors. Despite the 

difficulty of the clash, Oman team 

is aware that Thursday’s triumph 

will act as a confidence booster for 

the team in the upcoming matches. 

The underway Asian event in 

Uzbekistan acts as a qualifier for 

the Fifa U20 World Cup Indonesia 

2023 later this year.

The Oman boys have geared 

up for the Asian challenge after a 

recently concluded 10-day camp 

in Tashkent city ahead of the 

tournament start.

During the camp, the team 

played a friendly match against 

Asian Cup hosts Uzbekistan which 

the Uzbeks won 2-0. Besides that, 

the Oman team underwent two 

abroad camps in Qatar. The team 

had suffered two straight defeats 

in Doha against Qatar (6-1 and 

3-0).

Spanish coach David Gordo and 

assisting coaching staff worked 

hard during the last couple of days 

to improve all the defending and 

scoring woes. The latest training 

sessions in Tashkent addressed 

all the required technical and 

tactical requirements for the 

forthcoming games. The Spanish 

coach is looking to deliver the 

desired targets for the team from 

this crucial participation and 

establishing a specific playing style.

“The team went for a different 

stage of technical preparations 

to compete in this significant 

tournament. We worked hard to 

shape the players and now we are 

looking to achieve the planned 

targets,” coach David Gordo 

said during the pre-match press 

conference on Wednesday.

OMAN TARGET NEXT 

ROUND

Oman’s focus is to progress 

from the group stage as their last 

two participations ended at the 

group level.

“The team will aim to deliver a 

top match against Korea Republic, 

who are ranked as a top Asian 

team with high quality of players 

and are favourites to win the title. 

The players are almost adapted 

to the weather conditions after 

the external camp which finished 

recently in Tashkent prior to the 

start of the tournament,” Gordo 

added.

The experienced Spanish coach 

said the Asian Cup acted as a 

golden opportunity for the players 

to help them to grow properly to 

be top stars in the future. “Taking 

part in a centennial competition 

level will assist the young players 

to achieve this goal.”

He said the Oman team will 

play in their own style. “We will 

face the rivals with our own style. 

I know Korea Republic is a great 

team but we believe in our own 

style. We worked hard to analyse 

all the teams in the group and 

tournaments. This analysis will 

support us to face them in the 

tournament,” Gordo concluded.

On the other hand, the 12-time 

champions will look to set a new 

record-extending 13th continental 

title.

Korea Republic head coach 

Kim Eun-jung said: “As the 

powerhouses in Asia, our goal is 

to win this edition of the Asian 

tournament. Admittedly, the other 

teams are also progressing so it will 

be tough, but we believe we are 

well prepared for the challenge.”
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Bucks claim 15th 
straight win, Morant has 
triple-double vs Lakers

NEW YORK: The NBA-

leading Milwaukee Bucks 

extended their winning streak 

to 15 games after defeating the 

Brooklyn Nets 118-104 away 

from home on Tuesday.

Milwaukee are now one win 

away from tying the third-longest 

streak in franchise history, while 

their best-ever run of 20 games, 

led by the great Kareem Abdul-

Jabbar in the 1970-71 season, is 

now also with in reach.

They had to come from behind 

against the Nets, trailing 35-22 

early in the second quarter, but 

they pulled things level halfway 

through the third and then hit the 

front for the entire fourth period.

The Bucks were led by MVP 

hopeful Giannis Antetokounmpo 

with agame-high 33 points on 

15-of-27 shooting, adding 15 

rebounds and four assists on his 

return, while Defensive Player of 

the Year candidate Brook Lopez 

chipped in 13 points (six-of-13 

shooting).

Three-time All-Star wing 

Khris Middleton continued his 

road to recovery with 18 points 

(seven-of-13), six assists and two 

steals in 23 minutes off the bench, 

but he is still yet to exceed 25 

minutes in a game since the new 

year began.

For the Nets, Mikal Bridges 

was terrific with 31 points (11-

of-19), five assists and two steals, 

and Spencer Dinwiddie put 

together a strong stat-line of 26 

points (nine-of-17), eight assists 

and six rebounds.

With the win, the Bucks 

improved to 44-17, remaining 

ahead of the Boston Celtics (44-

18) for the best record in the 

league.

Brooklyn have lost seven of 

their past nine, but still sit sixth in 

the Eastern Conference at 34-27.

Desperate for a strong finish to 

sneak into the play-offs, the Los 

Angeles Lakers suffered a 121-

109 defeat against the Memphis 

Grizzlies in the first game since 

Le Bron James’ injury.

James is expected to miss at 

least two weeks, and Anthony 

Davis stepped up to try and fill 

the void, contributing a team-

high 28 points (nine-of-19), a 

game-high 19 rebounds and a 

game-high five blocks.

But it was not enough to 

prevent Ja Morant from getting 

the result for Memphis, with 

the reigning Most Improved 

Player putting together a massive 

39-point triple-double, shooting 

15-of-29 from the field with 10 

rebounds and 10 assists.

Memphis (37-23) are almost 

a lock for a top-four seed in the 

west, while the Lakers (29-33) sit 

12th, one game out of the play-in 

tournament places and 2.5 wins 

out of the six seed.

It threatened to be the latest 

Damian Lillard masterclass 

early before the Golden State 

Warriors strangled the life out of 

the Portland Trail Blazers in the 

second half of a 123-105 home 

victory.

Lillard — who is leading the 

NBA in scoring over the past 

15 games with a gaudy 39.5 per 

contest — had 15 in the first 

quarter to help the Blazers build a 

41-27 lead at the first break.

Golden State steadied the 

ship, and then produced a 75-40 

second half, holding Lillard to 

just 10 points in the next three 

quarter sand nine-of-21 shooting 

overall.

Jordan Poole led the way 

offensively for the Warriors, 

scoring 29 points (10-of-24 

shooting) with six rebounds 

and five assists, while Donte 

DiVincenzo put together another 

strong performance in the 

starting line-up with 21 points 

(eight-of-11).

The win, combined with the 

Dallas Mavericks’ loss, meant the 

Warriors (32-30) ended the day 

sitting fifth in the West. — dpa

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo (34) controls the ball against 
Brooklyn Nets forward Royce O’Neale (00) and Brooklyn Nets guard Cam 
Thomas (24) during the fourth quarter at Barclays Center. — USA Today Sports

Malan ton gives England 
thrilling win over Bangladesh
DHAKA: Dawid Malan scored a 

hundred under pressure to guide 

England to a thrilling three-wicket 

win over Bangladesh in the first 

one-day international in Dhaka on 

Wednesday.

Malan hit an unbeaten 114 off 

145 balls as England reached their 

target with eight balls to spare after 

the hosts had them reeling with 

Jos Buttler, Jason Roy and James 

Vince all out cheaply.

Earlier England bowled out 

Bangladesh for 209 with Moeen 

Ali, Mark Wood, Jofra Archer 

and Adil Rashid each claiming 

two wickets and Najmul Hossain 

scoring 58, his maiden ODI half-

century.

The hosts made a decent start 

after electing to bat first, with 

skipper Tamim Iqbal making 23. 

But after Chris Woakes earned 

the first breakthrough with the 

wicket of Liton Das, England 

struck whenever a partnership 

was developing.

Tamim was bowled by Wood 

before spinners were called into 

action, as England got valuable 

South Asian practice ahead of 

their defence of the ODI World 

Cup crown in India later this year.

Moeen bowled Shakib Al Hasan 

for eight before Rashid picked up 

the wicket of Mushfiqur Rahim.

Najmul and Mahmudullah 

Riyad (31) forged a 53-run 

partnership for the fifth wicket 

before they fell in successive overs.

Debutant Will Jacks claimed 

the wicket of Afif Hossain three 

overs later to kill off Bangladesh’s 

remaining chance of putting up a 

big total.

England made a poor start with 

the bat, with Taijul Islam picking 

up 3-54 and complemented 

brilliantly by other bowlers as 

Bangladesh made a match out of 

low scores.

With help from Shakib, Mehidy 

Miraz and Taskin Ahmed, the 

visitors were reduced to 103-5 

halfway through the innings with 

Roy, Buttler and Vince all out for 

single-digit scores.

Jacks made a valiant 26 and 

then Moeen provided Malan with 

some support in a vital 38-run 

sixth wicket stand before Mehidy 

dismissed him for 14.

However Malan, who along 

with Moeen participated in the 

recent Bangladesh Premier League 

Twenty20 tournament, hung on to 

keep England in the hunt.

Tamim took a fine diving catch 

at mid-on to dismiss Woakes off 

Taijul for seven to give the game 

some tension with England still 

needing 49.

But Malan, who came to the 

crease in the second over after 

Shakib dismissed Roy for four, 

guided tail-ender Rashid (17 not 

out) to complete the win.

Player of the match Malan 

earlier brought his fourth hundred 

in ODIs with a boundary off 

Taskin. He struck eight fours and 

four sixes overall.

“(I) spent a fair bit of time in 

Bangladesh, especially at this 

ground. Told Jos it would have 

been tough to chase if they’d 

have got 30-40 more,” Malan said 

afterwards.

“Satisfying to get over the line, 

handling pressure is part of the 

job.”

“These are tough conditions. 

Malan’s innings is an example 

for us on how to play on these 

wickets,” Buttler said.

“There’s plenty of areas to work 

and improve. It’s about small 

partnerships on wickets like these.”

Tamim said his side “should 

have scored at least 30-35 more”.

“Have to give it to Malan,” he 

conceded. “We tried everything in 

our bowling option.” 

— AFP

England’s Dawid Malan celebrates reaching his century. — Reuters

Alcaraz, Norrie withdraw from Acapulco ATP 500
ACAPULCO, Mexico: Top-

seeded Carlos Alcaraz withdrew 

from the ATP 500 tournament in 

Acapulco on Tuesday with a right 

hamstring strain as fifth-seeded 

Cameron Norrie pulled out citing 

fatigue, organisers said.

Both had been on the order of 

play for Tuesday, just three days 

after Britain’s Norrie rallied to beat 

an ailing Alcaraz 5-6, 6-4, 7-5 in 

the Rio Open final.

That result had left world 

number two Alcaraz with fresh 

fitness concerns after he was 

repeatedly seen by the physio.

“I have a grade 1 strain in my 

right hamstring that will keep me 

out for several days, according 

to the tests we did this morning,” 

Alcaraz said in a tweet. “I’m really 

sad I can’t compete here, but now 

it’s time to think about recovering 

and being ready as soon as possible. 

I hope to see you all soon!”

The 19-year-old had returned 

to competition with a victory in 

Buenos Aires a week earlier, ending 

a four-month injury lay-off.

He needed heavy strapping on 

his right thigh midway through the 

second set of the final in Rio, when 

he collapsed from a 3-0 lead as 

Norrie stormed back. Norrie, who 

had fallen to Alcaraz in the Buenos 

Aires final, claimed the biggest clay-

court title of his career in Rio.

The left-hander leads the ATP 

Tour in match wins this season 

with 18, compared to three defeats.

“Unfortunately I have to 

withdraw from Acapulco,” Norrie 

said on Instagram. “It’s one of my 

favourite tournaments, so it’s really 

tough for me to withdraw.”

Each player will be replaced in 

the draw by a lucky loser as they 

turn their attention to getting fit 

for the prestigious ATP 1000 event 

at Indian Wells, which starts on 

March 8. — AFP
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HIBBA AL KINDI
MUSCAT, MARCH 1

The Ministry of Transport, 

Communications and 

Information Technology 

(MoTCIT) announced that it 

attracted technology-related 

investments worth more than RO 

300 million during 2022.

Dr Ali al Shidhani, Under-

Secretary for Communications 

and Information Technology at 

the Ministry, shared the following 

during a press conference, “The 

digital economy will account 

for about a quarter of the global 

economy in 2025, so the Ministry 

is working with its partners in 

the public and private sector to 

implement the National Digital 

Economy Programme.”

“One of the most important 

achievements in 2022 is the 

work to attract quality technical 

investments to the Sultanate of 

Oman. The ministry has attracted 

more than 300 million riyals in 

technology investments over the 

past year.”

One of the investments is 

Green Data City, a data hosting 

centre and Oman’s first crypto-

mining centre worth RO 150 

million in investments.

The centre is located in 

the Dhofar Governorate, and 

according to Dr Al Shidhani, has 

the “potential to serve as a model 

for other green data centres to 

come up”.

Additionally, the Ministry 

unveiled an investment by 

semiconductor manufacturing 

company, Global Semiconductor 

Microelectronics, to train 100 

Omani youths for jobs in the 

semiconductor industry.

In 2021 the digital economy 

contributed to 2 per cent of 

Oman’s GDP. However, the 

Ministry aims to raise the sector’s 

contribution to 3 per cent by 

2025, 5 per cent in 2035 and 10 

per cent in 2040.

The National Digital Economy 

Programme, approved by the 

Council of Ministers in 2021, 

encapsulates various strategies 

towards achieving Oman Vision 

2040. 

In 2022, the Ministry 

unveiled three main executive 

programmes:  the digital industry 

programme, the artificial 

intelligence programme and the 

national space programme. 

Yesterday, the Ministry 

announced the launch of its 

newest executive programme, 

the cybersecurity industry 

programme, with the aim 

of creating a “specialised 

cybersecurity industry that will 

strengthen and diversify the 

local economy”.  The executive 

programme will focus on six 

main pillars:  developing cyber 

security skills, supporting and 

developing SMEs, promoting 

innovation, stimulating the 

market and attracting investors, 

exporting services and experts, 

and awareness and promotion.

Oman attracts over RO 300m 
in tech investments in 2022

CONRAD PRABHU
MUSCAT, MARCH 1

A first-of-its-kind agri-industrial 

city centred around large-

scale crop cultivation and 

food processing is planned for 

development in the Najd area 

of Dhofar Governorate in the 

Sultanate of Oman.

The initiative is being 

spearheaded by Oman Food 

Investment Holding Company 

(Nitaj), the food sector investment 

arm of the Omani government, 

represented by Oman Investment 

Authority (OIA). Also supporting 

the landmark project is the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 

and Water Resources.

“This initiative aims to establish 

an integrated agricultural-

industrial food city through 

which the country can reduce 

the percentage of the food gap 

for strategic crops, in addition to 

creating an agricultural area in 

Najd containing all the facilities 

(farming, industrial and logistical) 

to provide the country with 

various fresh and manufactured 

crops, as well as serve a model in 

the future to implement in other 

cities in different (governorates),” 

said Nitaj in an explanatory note. 

As a first step in the 

implementation of this ambitious 

venture, Nitaj has invited 

consultancy firms to submit their 

qualifications in response to a 

competitive tender for a contract 

to undertake a feasibility study 

into the Agri-Industrial Food City 

project. 

The successful bidder will be 

required to provide advisory 

services encompassing the 

technical (master-planning 

as well), legal, commercial 

(marketing) and financial aspects 

of the project.

According to Nitaj, Najd’s 

advantageous geographical 

location and climate 

characteristics makes its “one of 

the most promising agricultural 

areas” in the Sultanate of Oman. 

Proposed to be located in 

Al Mazyouna, the project will 

also unlock a wide array of 

socioeconomic benefits for the 

country, among other beneficial 

knock-on effects, it points out.

“The initiative is expected to 

have several effects, most notably: 

providing job opportunities for 

Omanis, creating added value for 

the crop that will be produced in 

the City, provide contract areas 

for cultivate and manufacture of 

different food products for small 

and medium enterprises…,” it 

said.  

In essence, the project will 

serve as a hub for agricultural 

cultivation and processing as a 

year-round economic activity, 

Nitaj stressed.

In addition to large-scale 

crop cultivation, Nitaj envisions 

the potential for investments 

in food processing and added 

value factories, such as ketchup 

and fruit drying plants etc), local 

manufacturing of agricultural 

and farming implements and 

tools, and activities focusing on 

agricultural inputs, such as seeds, 

irrigation items, and so on. 

Crops targeted for cultivation 

in the new cluster will include 

those that can address the current 

food gap and are suitable for 

Najd’s environment. 

The area has been described as 

ideal for the cultivation of (i) Fruit 

crops (citrus, mango, banana); (ii) 

Vegetable crops (potatoes, onions, 

garlic, tomatoes, zucchini, okra, 

eggplant...) and (iii) Field crops 

((wheat, sunflower, corn, canola...)  

“It is expected that this city will 

attract various types of advanced 

and newly innovative technologies 

in the fields of agriculture and 

related industries,” the state-

owned entity further noted. 

Importantly, as an integrated 

city, the new agro-centric 

industrial hub will also pull 

in investments to support 

the provision of educational, 

healthcare, shopping, retail and 

other commercial services, says 

Nitaj. 

The deadline for submission of 

qualifications is April 26, 2023.

Oman plans major Agri-Industrial Food City in Najd

QASIM AL MAASHANI
MUSCAT, MARCH 1

To enable the widespread uptake 

of Internet of Things (IoT) related 

services in the Sultanate of 

Oman, the Telecommunications 

Regulatory Authority (TRA) has 

launched a new number level 

(4) dedicated to IoT services, 

consisting of twelve digits, to 

meet the needs of IoT service 

providers.

In a statement, the Authority 

set the move aims to support 

the deployment of emerging 

technologies and enable the 

adoption of IoT. The initiative 

will also enable the efficient 

management of the National 

Plan for Telecom Numbers, 

promote the digital economy 

and investment opportunities, 

and develop the level of services 

in the country.

“The Authority seeks to enable 

Internet of Things services on 

a large scale in the Sultanate 

of Oman, due to its steady 

increase. To this end, it recently 

issued a directive to licensees on 

international roaming Internet of 

Things services, to enhance the 

security level of these services, 

and to protect the personal data 

of beneficiaries,” it stated.

The advisory follows a review 

of regulatory challenges and 

feedback from stakeholders in 

the telecommunications sector, 

it said.

The Authority attaches great 

importance to enhancing the 

security level of these promising 

future services, as it has also 

prepared “technical controls for 

the security of Internet services” 

of Things, to apply the best 

practices taken regionally and 

internationally in this field.

These controls include six 

mandatory security areas and 

thirteen optional security areas, 

such as encryption, data storage 

and protection, governance, 

privacy, system security, 

vulnerability management, and 

update management.

As many as four IoT service 

providers have been licensed to 

provide IoT services as of end-

2022. 

The number of subscriptions 

(machine to machine) in these 

services reached more than 

364,000.

TRA unveils new 
12-digit number series 
for IoT services

One of the 
most important 

achievements in 2022 
is the work to attract 

quality technical 
investments to the 

Sultanate of Oman.

DR ALI AL 
SHIDHANI

Under-Secretary for 

Communications and Information 

Technology

New initiatives: New 
cybersecurity industry 
programme to create 
‘specialised cybersecurity 
industry’

QASIM AL MAASHANI
MUSCAT, MARCH 1

Leading fuel marketing 

company Shell Oman 

Marketing Company has won a 

contract to supply 33 per cent 

of national carrier Oman Air’s 

jet fuel requirements at Muscat 

International Airport, for a 

period of two years, starting 

from March 1, 2023.

In a filing, Shell Oman 

said it had received a Letter of 

Acceptance (LOA) on February 

27, 2023, of its proposal from 

Oman Air.

“We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Oman 

Air for the confidence vested 

in Shell Oman through this 

partnership. We certainly 

look forward to continuing 

working together to progress 

and develop Oman’s aviation 

industry and its people,” the 

fuel marketing company stated.

Currently, there are three 

local fuel service providers 

operating at Oman Airports: 

Shell Oman Marketing Co, 

Oman Oil Marketing Co, and 

Al Maha Petroleum Products 

Marketing Co.

Shell Oman 
wins Oman 
Air jet fuel 
supply contract FOOD SECURITY: Project to 

serve as hub for agricultural 
cultivation and food processing 
all-year round
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Leading multinational professional 

services firm EY held the ‘Reshaping 

the Future of Tax 2023 – Oman’ 

seminar this week to address key 

tax topics relevant to businesses 

operating in the country. 

The event provided the latest 

updates on the local, regional, and 

global tax environment, tax policies, 

recent tax trends across the MENA 

region with a focus on the GCC, as 

well as sustainability.

Ahmed al Esry, EY MENA Tax 

Leader, said: “The tax landscape 

in the MENA region is constantly 

evolving as tax increasingly 

becomes an important source of 

revenue for governments as they 

seek to diversify their sources 

of income and as an important 

policy tool to drive changes in the 

economy. 

This makes it critical for all 

businesses in Oman to be up to date 

with their operating models and 

regularly review how the function 

is complementing their finance 

procedures – including the use of 

technology to streamline processes 

– to ensure they are thoroughly 

prepared ahead of any government 

announcements and can maintain 

compliance.” 

At the seminar, EY global and 

regional tax leaders discussed how 

the future of tax is being reshaped 

and the growing significance of tax 

in Oman. 

The recently announced 2023 

National Oman Fiscal Budget 

mentioned 11 per cent of the GDP 

being accounted as the tax revenue, 

highlighting the importance of 

multiple income streams to support 

the country’s transition to a non-

hydrocarbon driven economy.

In addition to key Oman tax 

practices, attendees went over 

general recent tax trends across 

MENA, tax policy evolution, VAT 

developments, the introduction of 

the UAE Corporate Tax, transfer 

pricing developments and the 

progress of BEPS Pillar 2. 

The tax seminar saw the 

participation of over 150 CFOs, tax 

directors, tax and finance managers, 

lawyers, and business owners.

Alkesh Joshi, Oman Tax 

Leader and EY MENA Energy & 

Sustainability Tax Leader, added: 

“Businesses in Oman are aware that 

they need to stay up to date on tax 

directives but may not realise how 

quickly the changes will come and 

the impact they will see on their 

transactions. 

In addition, with any new tax 

regulations comes challenges 

around the interpretation of various 

provisions and data transparency. 

It is critical that organisations have 

a separate tax team and an ERP 

system ready to address issues or 

discrepancies on every transaction.

By ensuring that the tax function 

is agile and compliant, businesses 

will be able to more efficiently 

incorporate any amendments to 

the Corporate Income Tax Law and 

expansion of the Double Tax Treaty 

network between GCC countries.”

Businesses can also expect to see 

an emphasis on the use of technology 

by the Oman Tax Authority (OTA).

The digitalisation of tax 

compliance and controversy will 

focus on the e-filing of returns on 

the OTA portal, requests for more 

information from taxpayers made 

digitally, paperless assessments by 

the tax authority, increases data 

analytics, and shorter assessment 

timelines.

The Oman tax landscape has 

seen several amendments to VAT 

laws over the past 12 months. On 

October 15, 2022, the VAT Executive 

Regulations were amended, with 10 

amendments to existing articles, 

and the inclusion of 2 additional 

clauses to existing articles.

The amendments also involved 

the VAT exemption of financial 

services, meaning businesses other 

than financial institutions are now 

eligible to exempt their sale of 

financial services.  Furthermore, the 

OTA has recently requested that all 

large taxpayers and non-resident 

taxpayers submit the taxpayer 

checklist along with the quarterly 

VAT return.

Businesses in Oman prepare for global, 
regional and local tax developments

MUSCAT: The Oman forum on hotel travel and leisure 

conducted by Crowe Oman, under the Horwath HTL umbrella, 

was inaugurated at the Crowne Plaza hotel Qurum yesterday 

under the patronage of the Ministry of Heritage and Tourism.

Horwath HTL a member firm of Crowe Global is a 

global leader, offering unparalleled experience and expertise 

exclusively across Hotels, Tourism and Leisure spectrum 

The meeting was presided over by Faisal al Rawas, Chairman of 

Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industries. 

Welcoming the guests, Davis Kallukaran, Managing Partner 

Crowe Oman said that the contribution of tourism Oman’s 

GDP is only 2.4% while the world average is around 10%. Oman 

is so unique and blessed with a diversified topography from 

Salalah to Muscat and every nook and corner of the Sultanate 

of Oman is rich in heritage and culture. “We should know our 

strengths and our available resources and leverage the strength 

by technology,” he added.

The tourism sector is expected to contribute 5% to the GDP by 

2030 and 10% by 2040. With Oman Vision 2040, the government 

is expected to invest RO 10 billion in the tourism industry by 

2040 to make the contribution of RO 9 billion from tourism alone 

to the GDP. The biggest challenge Oman has is unemployment, 

and tourism is the solution. With the right attitude, the youths 

of Oman could engage in tourism related activities and which 

does not need the high technical skills. With their right attitude 

every youth in Oman could be self employed in tourism.  

 John Fareed initiated the first session on the market scenario in 

the hotel industry in the Middle East region.

 He highlighted the hotel performances and the investments 

in the pipeline. Hotel industry has successfully recovered in 

some countries, uncovering deficiencies that may slow recovery 

in the years ahead.  By 2029, region will see more than 100,000 

new hotel rooms, he added. 

Horwath HTL 
inaugurates Crowe forum 
on hotel tourism, leisure

MUSCAT: As a key player 

in one of the priority sectors 

identified by the Oman Vision 

2040, Jindal Shadeed has been 

at the forefront of advocating 

sustainable development in the 

local manufacturing industry. 

In line with the same, the 

company’s Chief Executive 

Officer, Harssha Shetty, under 

whose guidance Jindal Shadeed 

has been consistently achieving 

new milestones, recently 

participated as a panellist in the 

popular Tejarah Talks session. 

The event was held recently 

at the Zain Auditorium in the 

Omantel Head Office with 

the central theme ‘Sustainable 

Manufacturing: Smart 

Manufacturing’. The discussions 

were moderated by HH Sayyid Dr 

Adham al Said, Managing Partner 

at The Firm. 

Organised by Oman Business 

Forum in association with the 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry 

and Investment Promotion, 

Tejarah Talks is a platform that 

promotes positive interaction 

and facilitates the exchange of 

ideas through a series of informal, 

interactive evening discussions 

with prominent thought leaders 

from across the market. 

Commenting on Jindal 

Shadeed’s participation at the 

event, Shetty said, “Embracing 

sustainability is no longer a choice, 

it’s a prerequisite for business 

viability. Whether customers, 

investors, or stakeholders, the 

effects of climate change have 

made society double down on 

the importance of sustainable 

operations. Consumers are 

leaning more toward businesses 

that uphold strong ESG values.

As a progressive, innovative, and 

community-centric organisation, 

Jindal Shadeed places keen 

emphasis on sustainability and 

ensures it is well-integrated into 

all its operations.” 

He added saying, “Through 

the informative Tejarah Talks 

session, we were able to highlight 

the role of innovation in 

powering productivity across the 

manufacturing value chain while 

staying committed to furthering 

the sustainability agenda. 

Leading by example, Jindal 

Shadeed, on the backs of strong 

data analysis and intelligent 

edge solutions, has devised 

breakthrough processes that have 

led to reduced carbon emissions 

and minimal negative impact on 

the environment. 

It is important for 

manufacturers to acknowledge 

that reimagining core processes 

and driving transformation across 

business ecosystems with an eye 

on sustainability also has the 

potential to significantly enhance 

energy efficiency, decrease costs, 

and reduce wastage of resources 

while simultaneously boosting 

brand credibility, image, and 

perception. 

As the country’s youth grows to 

be more mindful of such aspects, it 

becomes even more quintessential 

to adhere to international best 

practices and position businesses 

as environmentally conscious 

entities.”

With the manufacturing sector 

in Oman driving socio-economic 

growth, generating quality 

employment opportunities, 

and bolstering exports, Jindal 

Shadeed has ensured that it 

also remains steadfast in taking 

concerted efforts to embrace 

technological advancements to 

inspire innovation across the 

industry and complement the 

government’s efforts to achieve 

net-zero emissions by 2050. 

In addition, the company 

reserves a keen focus on further 

strengthening the local economy. 

Forecasts show that if only 20% of 

Jindal Shadeed’s steel production 

in Duqm were to be used in 

Oman, it could add over $1 billion 

to in-country value. 

Jindal Shadeed’s participation 

in Tejarah Talks reaffirms its 

commitment to spearheading 

development in the manufacturing 

industry, promoting sustainable 

practices, and contributing to 

building a more resilient, and 

informed nation.

Jindal Shadeed CEO talks about green 
steel in latest session of Tejarah Talks

MUSCAT: Committed to the 

socio-economic progress of 

the nation, Sohar International 

has extended its support as the 

main partner for the ‘Invest 

Oman’ lounge that has been 

initiated and developed by the 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry, 

and Investment Promotion 

(MoCIIP). 

The hall was inaugurated on 

February 27, 2023 at the Civil 

Aviation Authority under the 

auspices of Sultan bin Salim al 

Habsi, Minister of Finance in 

the presence of dignitaries and a 

large number of local and foreign 

investors as well as a number of 

the bank’s senior representatives.

In recognition of its 

partnership and its unwavering 

dedication to promoting 

investments in Oman, Sohar 

International was honoured with 

an award during the inauguration 

ceremony which was received by 

Sohar International’s Chief Retail 

Banking Officer — Khalil bin 

Salim al Hedaifi.

Commenting on the bank’s 

extended support to the 

initiative, Ahmed al Musallami, 

Chief Executive Officer of Sohar 

International said, “Invest in 

Oman and Sohar International 

share a common strategy that 

is geared at taking concerted 

efforts to further reaffirm Oman’s 

position as a hub for investments.

Closely aligned with Oman 

Vision 2040 and the nation’s 

revenue diversification agenda, 

the bank has contributed towards 

several initiatives that seek to 

drive foreign direct investments 

into the country. 

With Oman’s progressive 

economy, the country is set on 

a positive trajectory and has 

recorded sustained growth 

across diverse industries. This 

has opened new prospects for 

investments of various scales in 

the country which can not only 

make the most of the country’s 

strategic location, robust 

infrastructure, and abundant 

resources but also harness the 

power of its local talents and its 

dynamic banking system.”

Sohar International 
supports ‘Invest Oman’ 
initiative as main partner

THIS MAKES IT CRITICAL FOR ALL 
BUSINESSES IN OMAN TO BE UP 

TO DATE WITH THEIR OPERATING 
MODELS AND REGULARLY REVIEW 

HOW THE FUNCTION IS 
COMPLEMENTING THEIR FINANCE 

PROCEDURES – INCLUDING THE 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO 

STREAMLINE PROCESSES – TO 
ENSURE THEY ARE THOROUGHLY 

PREPARED AHEAD OF ANY 
GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AND CAN MAINTAIN 
COMPLIANCE.
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Invest Oman Lounge: A major step for investment

T
he business 

environment in 

Oman is about to get a 

significant boost with 

the opening of Invest 

Oman Lounge. 

The lounge is designed to 

promote investment opportunities 

in the country and will provide 

an exceptional experience for 

potential investors to explore and 

understand various investment 

options available in the Sultanate 

of Oman. 

The opening of this new facility 

is part of the government’s efforts 

to attract foreign investment 

and boost the economy. 

Invest Oman Lounge is a state-of-

the-art facility that is designed to 

provide a comprehensive overview 

of investment opportunities in 

Oman. 

It offers a one-stop-shop for 

investors, where they can get all 

the information they need to make 

informed investment decisions. 

The lounge features interactive 

displays, multimedia presentations, 

and other tools that provide various 

ways to learn about investment 

opportunities in Oman.

One of the key benefits of Invest 

Oman Lounge is that it is staffed by 

experts who can provide guidance 

and advice to investors on range of 

issues, from the legal and regulatory 

framework to the practical aspects 

of setting up a business in Oman. 

This will make it easier for 

potential investors to get the 

information they need to make 

informed investment decisions, 

take steps with confidence and 

help them navigate the investment 

process.

Sultanate of Oman is a country 

that has several features that 

makes it an attractive destination 

for investors. First and foremost, 

Oman has a strategic location, 

situated at the crossroads of Asia, 

Europe, and Africa. This makes 

it an ideal location for businesses 

looking to tap into multiple 

markets. 

The country also has a stable 

political environment and a 

favourable business climate, which 

encourages foreign investment.

The Omani government 

has taken several measures 

to attract foreign investors, 

such as offering tax incentives, 

streamlined regulations, and 

simplified procedures for setting 

up businesses. Notably, the 

government has decided recently 

to reduce fees of commercial 

registration (CR) for the foreign 

investors and treating them equally 

with Omani investors based on 

rules and regulations that will be 

set by the concerned authorities. 

Such decision will open great 

horizons for foreign investors and 

will encourage them to establish 

various projects that supplement 

the national economy and enhance 

the economic growth of the 

Sultanate of Oman.

Moreover, Oman has a 

diversified economy with a 

range of sectors that are ripe for 

investment. The country has 

significant reserves of oil and gas, 

which have been the backbone of 

its economy for decades. However, 

the government is also keen to 

diversify the economy and has 

been investing heavily in sectors 

such as tourism, logistics, green 

energy and manufacturing.

This diversification has created 

new opportunities for investors 

to tap into emerging markets 

and industries. Oman’s focus on 

innovation and technology has 

also attracted several investors who 

will leverage the country’s skilled 

workforce.

Therefore, these features need 

an organisation that act as ‘one-

stop shop’ to promote for Sultanate 

of Oman and its features, and this is 

where Invest Oman Lounge plays a 

pivotal role.

Invest Oman Lounge 

streamlines the investment 

procedures and promoting 

investment opportunities. 

Its main function is to provide 

a hub for investors to access all the 

necessary information they need. 

By doing so, the lounge simplifies 

the investment process, making it 

easier for investors to do business 

in Oman. 

This, in turn, will attract 

more investment to the country. 

Overall, Invest Oman Lounge 

is instrumental in facilitating 

investment in Oman, enhancing 

the country’s economic 

growth, and promoting a 

favourable investment climate. 

Invest Oman Lounge is also an 

important step that is emerged 

from Oman Vision 2040 for the 

growth of the Omani economy.

This is a key priority for the 

Omani government led by His 

Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, 

who is heading the team of the 

Vision since the era of his ancestor.

R
eports of the dollar’s 

demise are greatly 

exaggerated. An 

erosion in the 

greenback’s share of 

global foreign exchange reserves, 

combined with rising geopolitical 

tensions, have rekindled talk 

of an end to the US currency’s 

dominance. 

In fact, its lynchpin status 

remains unshaken.

 The outsized role played by the 

United States in capital markets, 

trade and debt reinforces the 

status quo. Unless the global 

economy undergoes a complete 

overhaul, the dollar will remain 

on top.

America may have never “run 

on Dunkin’”, as the donut-maker’s 

slogan claimed, but the global 

economy runs on the dollar. 

That makes many foreigners 

uneasy. Over-reliance on the 

American currency can lead to 

instability in emerging markets, 

dampen trade flows and create 

global spillovers, such as when 

financial markets melted down in 

March 2020.

This has been the case ever 

since the dollar’s coronation as 

the leading reserve currency 

after World War Two. In 1971 

US Treasury Secretary John 

Connally famously quipped that 

“the dollar is our currency but it 

is your problem”. 

In 2019, almost 50 years 

later, Bank of England 

Governor Mark Carney 

endorsed the same sentiment. 

Current pretenders to the throne 

include the Chinese yuan and 

digital currencies.

The People’s Republic has long 

tried to promote international use 

of its currency. Its latest gambit is 

to offer to oil exporters payment 

in yuan to widen the reach of the 

Chinese currency.

Meanwhile some central banks 

are touting digital currencies as 

a way to create a more balanced 

global economy where no single 

country dominates.

The United States has spurred 

the search for alternatives by 

wielding its currency as a weapon 

against its adversaries. 

After Russia invaded Ukraine, 

America and its allies froze nearly 

half of the country’s $640 billion 

in foreign exchange reserves. 

The US has also targeted dollars 

held by Afghanistan, Iran 

and Venezuela, while banks 

that circumvent American 

sanctions face hefty fines. 

Proponents of regime change 

point to the steady fall in the 

dollar’s share of central banks’ 

foreign exchange reserves.

That stood at around 59% 

in 2022, down from over 70% 

in 1999, according to the 

International Monetary Fund.

Meanwhile, the US share of 

the world economic output has 

fallen from 32% in 1980 to 24% 

in 2020, according to calculations 

by the US Federal Reserve, while 

the country’s share of global trade 

dropped from 14% to 11% in the 

same period.

Yet in other respects the dollar’s 

grip is as tight as ever. The dollar 

was on one side of 88% of all 

foreign exchange trades in April 

last year, according to the Bank 

for International Settlements. 

The Fed estimates that 

between 1999 and 2019 the 

dollar accounted for 96% of trade 

invoicing in the Americas, 74% in 

the Asia-Pacific region, and 79% 

in the rest of the world. 

Banks used the greenback 

for around 60% of all 

international deposits and loans. 

Structural factors also help. 

US capital markets are deep 

and liquid enough to absorb 

the savings of emerging and 

developed countries.

 The proceeds of an 

international “savings glut” are 

therefore recycled into US assets. 

The greenback’s function as the 

lubricant of global economic 

activity has another important 

effect: a stronger dollar curbs 

global trade. 

Research by American 

University’s Valentina Bruno 

and Hyun Song Shin of the 

BIS shows that when the US 

currency appreciates, trading for 

companies in other countries 

becomes more expensive. 

This more than offsets the 

traditional export-boosting effect 

of a weaker domestic currency.

This contributes to what 

Fed researchers have dubbed 

an “Imperial Circle”. When 

the dollar strengthens, it puts 

the brakes on trade and global 

growth. Since US economic 

growth is less dependent on the 

rest of the world, this increases 

the attractiveness of dollar-

denominated assets for foreign 

investors.

That, in turn, bolsters the 

dollar’s dominance of the world’s 

economy, further pushing up the 

currency’s value.

The trigger for this cycle is 

often an interest rate increase 

by the US central bank, the 

Fed researchers found. What 

puts an end to it is the fact that, 

eventually, global weakness in the 

manufacturing sector spills over 

into US production. 

Rate rises also lead to 

tighter financial conditions for 

companies and households, 

slowing down the US economy. 

The central role of the dollar 

in capital markets, however, 

discourages investors from fleeing 

the United States, ensuring that 

the cycle soon starts again.

The period between December 

2015, when the Fed raised rates, 

and December 2018, when the 

official cost of borrowing peaked 

at 2.25%-2.50%, illustrates the 

point.  — Reuters

Why the dollar keeps winning  
in the global economy

FRANCESCO GUERRERA

The author is global 
economics editor for 

Breakingviews, based in 
London.

ABDULAZIZ BIN SALEH 
AL FAHDI

D
espite the 

measures 

taken by 

governments 

and 

concerned institutions in 

combating money laundering 

operations, they are not 

always successful due to 

manipulations by individuals 

and institutions responsible 

for enforcing compliance.

It is known that money 

laundering operations aim to 

legitimise the illegal financial 

returns that institutions, 

companies and individuals 

achieve annually as a result of 

various financial crimes.

These institutions and 

individuals work to siphon 

away revenues and funds, 

which are sometimes kept 

in the form of deposits in 

some banks and financial 

institutions.  Later, these are 

laundered through economic, 

commercial, real estate 

transactions by concealing 

their illegal sources.

The Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF) follows up on 

money laundering issues 

by engaging with global 

central banks to fight the 

concealment of ill-gotten 

wealth. This wealth is used 

to procure arms illegally, 

fund terrorism, traffic in 

human beings, drug sales, 

prostitution, kidnappings, 

financial embezzlement, 

corruption, thefts, and other 

illegal acts.

With the aim of 

strengthening work in 

combating money laundering 

methods and protecting 

institutions at the level of 

Arab countries, some local 

institutions, including the 

International Arab Society 

of Certified Accountants and 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global, 

have issued useful manuals 

and guides.

They advise accountants 

in particular to comply 

with laws and legislation in 

combating money laundering 

and terrorist financing, and 

to report any suspicious 

transitions.

The value of money 

laundering operations is 

increasing annually despite 

the measures.

 At the same time, there 

are no accurate statistics on 

the amounts circulating in 

local economies resulting 

from laundering operations 

worldwide. 

For 2021, the United 

Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime has estimated that 

such funds range from 2 to 

5% of the global GDP, which 

is about $800 billion.

Accountants must play an 

important role in flagging 

suspect transactions and 

reporting to the concerned 

authorities.  They have a duty 

to identify launderers and 

audit illegal funds. Not doing 

so deliberately or otherwise 

amounts to complicity in 

money laundering. 

The guides in question 

provide advice on steps that 

accountants must take in 

exposing illegal transactions. 

Money laundering operations 

will continue if accountants 

fail in their required work 

and conceal information that 

must be communicated to the 

concerned authorities.

Accountants have 
important role in 
unearthing money 
laundering

HAIDER AL LAWATI
haiderdawood@hotmail.com

The author is a Muscat-
based economic analyst who 

previously worked for the 
CBO and OCCI.
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AL SUMRI AC 
maintenance. We 
are ready to repair 
and install all types 
of Air-Conditioner 
within Muscat 
Governorate. 
94301888.

FLAT for rent, in 
Darsait, 4 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, 
kitchen, with small 
sea view, near the 
Indian School, 
RO 240 monthly. 
99315986.

  SERVICES

  FOR RENT

Autocad/revit 
arch MEP, part/
full- time. Contact 
WhatsApp: 
97103168. 

ACCOUNTANT and 
audit assistant, Indian 
male, 27 years, M. Com 
and competed 3 years 
of CA articleship, have 
more than 5 years of 
experience in this fields 
in India. Seeking a 
position in accounts/ 
audit fields. Contact 
Mobile: 78052900, 
email: ranjithdevan24@
gmail.com

INDIAN male, 
diploma in civil site 
engineer around 
14 years experience 
in construction 
projects. Having 
Oman driving 
licence. Contact: 
78900287. Email: 
sankar.g7987@gmail.
com

EXPERIENCED 
NEBOSH certified 
Indian male, 
currently in Oman 
in visit visa. Fluent 
in English & Hindi. 
Looking for a 
suitable placement as 
HSE officer/ Trainer. 
Contact: 92062096.

SENIOR 
Accountant, 
Indian male, 10yrs 
experience in 
accounts & finance 
in Oman with 
Oman D/L, seeking 
a senior position 
in Accounts. 
Experience in 
construction & 
manufacturing 
Co. Available to 
join immediately. 
Contact No: +968 
98634898

QUANTITY 
surveyor / 
estimator, Sri 
Lankan, Bachelor 
degree in QS (R), 
diploma in QS and 
AutoCAD with 5 
years experience. 
Certificate in 
graphic design. 
Contact: 77523087. 
Email: ilm.
mhmhaneef@
gamil.com

  RENT A CAR 

Buttercup 
Rent A Car

AMAZING OFFERS Rent a car for 10 days and get an extra free day. Rent for one month and get 5 days free.All the cars are 2016 brand new special prices for public departments, companies and long-term contracts. 
972494490.

LUXURIOUS 

Toyota bus 2016, 

air-conditioned, 30 

passengers, offered 

for daily/monthly/

annually, Muscat.  

Contact: 98080609, 

96316269.

BUILDING of 
1.500 sqm 3 stories, 
accommodation, 
store and office at 
Misfa. 99432177, 
99010964.

  SIT. WANTED  

  SIT. WANTED  

  SIT. WANTED  

FLATS 2BHK AND 1 

BHK IN MUMTAZ. 

CONTACT 99341138 

AND 90991079.

SPACIOUS 3 

bedrooms flat, behind 

Honda Showroom, 

Al Wattayah, Muscat. 

Contact: 92269972, 

only WhatsApp. RO 

200, negotiable.

  SERVICES

To receive news updates 
from , 

WhatsApp

<your name> to

96473232

STORE manager/In 

Charge, Indian, above 

18 years experience 

in Supermarket and 

leading retail chain 

in Oman and India, 

on visit visa, seeks 

immediate placement. 

99697179 E-mail: 

mailshaijuvarghese@

gmail.com

PLANNING engineer, 

INDIAN female (M 

Tech Civil Structural 

Engineering) having 

7 years experience as 

Quantity Surveyor 

cum Quality Control 

Engineer, looking 

for suitable position. 

Contact:  96154505.

INDIAN male graduate 

Executive Secretary/ 

Stenography/ Oman DL 

and Muscat experience 

available. Contact:  

79256679. 

PMP. Indian male 
Civil Eng. Around 10 
years experience in 
construction projects. 
Softwares: Primavera P6, 
MS Office, ERP, having 
Oman driving licence. 
Ready to join, email: 
engineer4planning@
gmail.com, Call: 
78002582.

GENERAL manager 
with 16+ years 
experience in  Oman, 
MBA — BE, seeks 
suitable placement. 
Contact:  94008034.



In this prequel to “They Both 
Die at the End,” Orion and 
Valentino attend the 
premiere of Death-Cast in 
Times Square.

READ

THE FIRST 
TO DIE AT 
THE END
BY ADAM SILVERA

THURSDAY   |  MARCH 2, 2023   |  SHAABAN 9, 1444 AH

TRADITION

A man 
jumps over 
a bonfire in 
order to get 
rid of bad 
luck in 
Jieyang, in 
China’s 
southern 
Guangdong 
province. 
— AFP

LIFESTYLE

A veiled woman 
farmer 
harvests a 
wheat crop on 
the outskirts of 
Ajmer — 
located at the 
centre of 
Rajasthan. It is 
also known as 
heart of 
Rajasthan. 
— AFP

Helping 
other women 
find their 
own writing 
voices

By Khulood al Eisaii

C
reativity, when nurtured, is like a 
sapling that bears flowers and 
fruits. Expressing this creativity is 
allowing it to breath and thrive 

but remove the expression and creativity 
dies. When someone knocks at the soul’s 
door to bring out the beauty that lies with-
in in the form of poetry, a story, or to pen 
down the flow of thoughts, what more 
would one want? 

Aisha bint Abdullah al Seraihiyah is 
one such guiding force who has emerged 
as a North Star, bringing out the hidden 
talents of women in Dhofar and giving 
them a canvas on which to paint their 
thoughts in the form of stories and arti-
cles. As a result, Omani women writers 
have emerged significantly in the 
Governorate of Dhofar. 

Al Seraihiyah is a driving force that 
encourages women writers to develop 
their skills. She believes that women 
should forget their makeup and focus on 
revealing the hidden beauty of their expe-
riences and thoughts. She founded the 
“Noon al Niswa” (Women Cultural Council), 
a non-profit organisation that is first of its 
kind in Dhofar. 

She has been the Director of 
Coordination and Programmes at the 
Omani Bahja Association for Orphans 
since its inception. In 2020 and 2021, she 
worked as Secretary of the Omani Society 
for Writers in Dhofar. 

“We are currently holding comprehen-
sive workshops for women in the Dhofar 
governorate every Saturday, with more 
than 30 women participating, to empower 
them and enhance their self-confidence 
and talent,’ said Aisha.

“Due to this intensive training, we were 
able to publish the first part of ‘Yastroon.’ 
As we continue these trainings, we can 
now publish the  second part with a new 
group of women writers”, she added. 

Aisha began reading at a 
young age after being inspired 
by her father, who was also an 
avid reader. Since such a young 
age, she has been a reader ever 
since. She read about politics, eco-
nomics, cultural studies, and poet-
ry, and from their her reading 
interests grew.

She regularly contributes to Al 
Roya magazine, Oman Daily newspa-
per, and Gulf Views magazine. Her 
writings range from short stories to 
literary essays. She has published 
several books, including two individu-
al books, the first titled ‘Stones of the 
Seventh Dawn’ and the second 
‘Transient Betrayal’. 

She has also contributed to three 
books with a group of writers from 
inside and outside the Sultanate of 
Oman from Arab countries. Her first 
book, ‘A First Alphabet’, the second book 
‘A First Alphabet Part Two’ and the third, 
‘When the words are papered’, is a col-
lection of children’s stories. 

Aisha conducts workshops on devel-
oping writing skills related to cultural or 
literary aspects in cooperation with the 
General Directorate of Education. This 
initiative started in 2020, after the emer-
gence of the Covid-19 pandemic as a 
women’s cultural platform, including a 
group of female writers. 

According to Aisha, among the cultur-
al initiatives in the Sultanate of Oman, 
the ‘Noon al Niswa’ Cultural Council was 
officially announced in the Governorate 
of Dhofar, on November 15, 2022, under 
the auspices of the Ministry of Youth, 
Sports and Culture. Noon al Niswa does 
not merely symbolise women or femini-
ty. It is a project that helps give voice to 
the unspoken and unwritten yet some-
where thriving thoughts. 

Aisha and her group members are 
working relentlessly to make the Council 
a positive addition to supporting the cul-

tural movement in the 
Sultanate of Oman. In addition, this 

non-profit organisation helps in spread-
ing social awareness through literature. 

Saeeda al Baramiyah, Tali’a al 
Shahriyah, and Hana bait Salim are 
three important names of writers who 
supported Aisha’s vision of working fur-
ther on this initiative. Being the first one 
of its kind, the female writers of Dhofar 
appreciate this initiative wholeheartedly. 

Noon al Niswa aims to train talented 
women with something to say by 
following up and supervising them until 
they begin their literary journey through 
free voluntary training workshops. 

Aisha’s message to the women is to 
read thoroughly and believe in them-
selves while voicing their opinions 
through creative writing. Noon al Niswa 
provides skills and encourages every 
budding woman writer.

Aisha Abdullah 
al Seraihiyah

Al Seraihiyah is a driv-
ing force that encour-
ages women writers to 
develop their skills. She 
believes that women 
should forget their 
makeup and focus on 
revealing the hidden 
beauty of their experi-
ences and thoughts. She 
founded the “Noon al 
Niswa” (Women Cultural 
Council), a non-profit 
organisation that is first 
of its kind in Dhofar. 



LONG PARTIAL TO heavy 
lunchtime platters of meat and rice, 
Asim al Shammari has recently 
turned to lighter fare from a self-
described diet restaurant, swayed 
by Saudi Arabia’s anti-obesity push.

Roughly one in five Saudi adults 
is obese, according to an in-depth 
study published by the World 
Bank last year that described the 
problem as “alarming”.

The Global Obesity Observatory 
places the kingdom at number 17 in 
its international rankings of obesity 
prevalence, three slots below the 
United States and near neighbours 
Qatar and Kuwait.

But the Vision 2030 reform 
agenda spearheaded by Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
includes goals for bringing down 
both obesity and diabetes by 
decade’s end.

The effort is being helped by a 
raft of new restaurants offering 
healthier alternatives to some 
traditional Saudi fare, including 
the spot where Al Shammari, a 
financial analyst, tucked into a 
plate of chicken, rice and carrots 
one recent afternoon.

“I used to eat burgers, shawarma 
or kabsa while I was at work,” said 
the 28-year-old, referring to a rice 
dish usually served on large shared 
plates.

“This increased obesity, 
especially with eight-hour office 
work and lack of movement.”

LIFESTYLE CHANGE 
For decades, Saudis spent much 

of their free time in restaurants 
and shopping malls, and food was 
a chief source of entertainment 
in the closed-off kingdom, where 
high temperatures limit outdoor 
activities for much of the year.

In 2019, the health ministry 
started requiring restaurants to 
include calorie information on 
menus to encourage healthy eating.

Fast food options — from 
international favourites like 
McDonald’s to local chains like 
AlBaik — remain ubiquitous in the 
kingdom’s main cities, but they 
are starting to face more varied 
competition.

Saad al Hader, a 25-year-old 
doctor, said he used to bring 

meals from home in order to eat 
something besides junk food, but 
the proliferation of new health-
conscious eateries has made his 
life easier.

“The popularity of these 
restaurants, and the fact that they 
are close to workplaces, makes it 

easier to stick to healthy eating,” 
he said as he dined on salmon and 
grilled potatoes.

A growing number of restaurants 
are offering meal plans that send 
salads and other healthy meals to 
clients’ homes and workplaces.

One such plan provides a meal 
a day for a month for 450 Saudi 
riyals ($120).

Basil Chehayeb, a Lebanese 
national who runs a restaurant 
called Reshape in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh, said he had opened two new 
branches in the past 18 months to 

keep up with demand.
The restaurant provides meals 

each day to about 500 subscribers, 
most of whom are Saudis.

“Saudis have changed their 
lifestyle and are now attending 
sports clubs and eating healthy 

foods,” he said.

TARGETING THE YOUTH 
Efforts by restaurants and 

other private sector businesses to 
promote healthy eating have been 
supplemented by other health-
minded interventions.

The Saudi Sports for All 
Federation now organises regular 
events like the Riyadh Marathon, 
which this year drew thousands of 
runners to the streets of Riyadh.

Officials have also begun work 
on a 135-kilometre (85-mile) Sports 
Boulevard in the capital featuring 
foot, cycle and horse-riding paths.

Beginning with the current 
academic year, the Saudi health 
ministry has banned the sale of soft 

drinks in schools.
The message seems to be 

getting through, at least among 
young people, said public health 
consultant Lamia al Brahim.

“Obesity is a serious health 
problem” but “it is very noticeable 
now that health awareness is 
increasing among the young 
generation,” she said.

“Societal behaviour changes 
need a long time, and these efforts 
start from within the home, then the 
school and then the government 
agencies.” — AFP
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Swapping kabsa for 
kale: Saudis embrace 
healthy eating

DIOR AND SAINT LAURENT both combined nostalgia with 
homages to strong, independent women as the two French 
fashion giants presented their latest collections in Paris on 
Tuesday.

Under a giant surreal flower made of fluorescent tex-
tiles, Dior offered a softer reworking of its classic New Look 
from the 1950s.

A few hours later, Saint Laurent drew on very different 
traditions, with golden chandeliers, tinkling piano music — 
and the giant shoulder pads and aviator shades of a 1980s 
fever dream.

Dior designer Maria Grazia Chiuri said she was particu-
larly inspired by three early clients of Dior: his sister 
Catherine, who was a Resistance fighter and business-
woman who refused to marry; the muse of the existential-
ists Juliette Greco and the “tough-as-leather” singing icon 
Edith Piaf.

“In addition to being very elegant, they had a bit of a punk 
attitude,” she said ahead of the show.

To the sounds of Piaf’s “Non, Je Ne Regrette Rien”, the 
new collection softened the rigid lines of the New Look’s 
fitted jackets with mid-length skirts and dresses, floral 
motifs and more flexible fabrics.

“It creates something which adapts to every body and 
allows a reinterpretation of the 1950s into something much 
softer and more personal,” said Chiuri.

 POWER SCARVES 
At Saint Laurent, the vibe was much more about classic 

evening wear, but the professionals in the audience were 
impressed by designer Anthony Vacarello’s ability to add a 
modern twist.

“Anthony Vacarello did it again,” said Simon Longland, 
director of buying for London’s Harrods department store. 
“A strong and powerfully feminine collection — no one is 
messing with this Saint Laurent woman!”

On display were billowing tops in silk and chiffon, slit 
pencil skirts — and many examples of the extreme 80s 
power-shouldered blazers, which Longland said were 
“guaranteed to be on the must-have list for the season”.

“We may also have seen the invention of the ‘Power 
Scarf’,” he added.

Despite the very different vibe, that chimed well with 
Chiuri’s vision of a “strong and independent” Dior women, 
breaking with her image as “romantic and fragile”.

One big difference is the heels.
Saint Laurent’s models were all teetering atop razor-

sharp talons.
Chiuri has largely refused to include them on feminist 

grounds, though they have started to sneak into recent col-
lections — this time in a twisted question-mark shape.

“Personally, I hardly ever wear them,” she said. “But for 
some occasions, I like to wear heels, though not too exces-
sive.”

Among the celebrity guests were actors including 
Charlize Theron and star-of-the-moment Bella Ramsey, 
from hit show “The Last of Us”.

The giant flower overhead, which looked somewhat like 
a trippy octopus, was the work of Portuguese artist Joana 
Vasconcelos, who said she was inspired by Catherine Dior 
— “a woman who was strong and sensitive”. — AFP

Power scarves 
and punk 
elegance for 
Dior and Saint 
Laurent’s 
strong women

FASHION
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INSTAGRAM TOP PICKS

THE HARVEST S H A R E  A  S L I C E  O F  Y O U R  L I F E

We select three photos daily for our 
Instagram Top Picks of the Day. The 
rules are simple. Follow us on 
Instagram. Upload your
photos. Tag us and use #OmanObserver 
and #BeAnObserver.

MAKE NEW FRIENDS MOUNTAIN VIEW

AROUND THE WORLD

Customised kicks: 
North Macedonia 

sneaker artist 
sketches new path

LIFESTYLE

Egypt taps 
private firms 
and long-
delayed 
museum 
to revitalise 
tourism

Scientists find 
pollen-covered 
insects from 280 
million years ago

TRAVEL TALES DISCOVERY

EGYPT, HOME to ancient pyramids and Red Sea 
resorts, aims to boost tourism by up to 30 per 
cent annually over the next five years, bringing in 
private firms to operate sites and inaugurating a 
huge museum around the end of 2023, its tour-
ism minister said.

Tourism is a crucial source of foreign cur-
rency and jobs for Egypt’s struggling economy. 
The sector earned $10.75 billion in the financial 
year ending in June 2022, up from $4.86 billion 
the prior year, when it was hurt by the coronavi-
rus pandemic. But it captures a little under 1 per 
cent of the global tourism market, said Ahmed 
Issa, a former banker appointed as tourism min-
ister last summer.

The budget for more than 2,000 archaeologi-
cal sites and 41 museums in the 2021/22 financial 
year was a modest 3.2 billion Egyptian pounds 
($170 million at the exchange rate at the time).

“I think Egypt deserves and should be able to 
grow its tourism industry by 25 per cent to 30 per 
cent per annum consistently over the coming 
decade. And that should get us to about 30 million 
(visitors) by the year 2028,” Issa said in an inter-
view. “It’s a product that has the most compelling 
competitive advantage of all the products that 
Egypt can offer globally.”

Immediate priorities include expanding flight 
capacity and improving the investment climate 
by streamlining regulation, Issa said.

A need to increase the number of hotel rooms 
to half a million by 2030 from 212,000 last year 
could draw $30 billion in private investment, and 
private companies were involved in pilot projects 
to manage 10 sites, he added.

These include the Giza pyramids, the Egyptian 
Museum in central Cairo, and the Grand Egyptian 
Museum (GEM) that will soon house the country’s 
most prestigious artefacts.

“We are reviewing this experiment today, to be 
able to learn from it and be able to take it to the 
next level and expand on it,” Issa said.

The repeatedly delayed opening of GEM, a vast 
structure near the Giza pyramids that has been 
under construction since 2005, was likely to hap-
pen between October and January, Issa said. 
Egypt hopes to attract world leaders to attend the 
inauguration.

A rebound in visitor numbers from European 
and other markets was compensating for losses 
from what used to be Egypt’s top two markets, 
Russia and Ukraine, Issa said, adding he expect-
ed a surge in Chinese tourists this year.

Longer term, Egypt would seek to develop the 
market for independent travellers alongside tour 
operator packages, he added. — Reuters

SCIENTISTS BELIEVE they have uncovered the 
earliest insects to be covered in pollen, dating back 
to around 280 million years ago.

Palaeontologists in Russia discovered fossil 
remains of ancient earwig-like insects, known as 
tillyard embiids, in a lagoon near the village of 
Chekarda, about 1,600km from Moscow.

These tillyard embiids, which hail from the 
Paleozoic era from around 542 to 250 million 
years ago, were found covered in pollen from 
seed-producing, non-flowering plants known as 
gymnosperms.

This was long before flowering plants became 
more common, sometime between 100 to 50 mil-
lion years ago.

The scientists said their findings, published in 
the journal Biology Letters, predate the earliest 
known pollen-covered insects by 120 million years.

They also believe the behaviour of these tillyard 
embiids could be seen as a precursor to insect pol-
lination.

Dr Alexander Khramov, a senior researcher at 
the Paleontological Institute, Russian Academy of 
Science in Moscow, said: “Our discovery sheds 
light on the early evolution of insect pollination.

“It provides direct, smoking-gun evidence of 
pollen dispersion by Paleozoic insects.”

Dr Khramov and his colleagues found a handful 
of extinct tillyard embiids with pollen preserved on 
their heads, thoraces, legs and abdomens.

He said fossils such as these are rare to find.
Dr Khramov said: “To uncover them (the tillyard 

embiids), palaeontologists like me split the rock 
with a hammer.

“The insect-bearing rocks of Chekarda were 
deposited at the bottom of an ancient lagoon about 
280 million years ago, in the early Permian period 
(the last period of the Paleozoic era).

“This was a time when ambers with insect inclu-
sions did not exist.

“It was really unexpected to discover that pollen 
could be preserved on body surfaces of Paleozoic 
insects flattened in the rock.”

The researchers said that judging by the pollen 
composition, the tillyard embiids only ever visited 
a narrow range of host plants.

While recent fossil discoveries suggest insect 
pollinators and gymnosperms may have co-
evolved — long before the appearance off lowering 
plants — the experts said it is impossible to say for 
certain whether tillyard embiids were pollen con-
sumers or contributed to pollination.

Dr Khramov said: “Tillyard embiids  
had wings, so they could disperse pollen more 
effectively.

“We cannot go back in a time machine to 
observe whether these insects did pollination 
work or not.

“Even if they pollinated ancient gymnosperms 
all day round, there are no ways to prove it with 
certainty by means of palaeontology.

“Who knows, maybe they simply gobbled up pol-
len, and plants did not benefit from it?

“Anyway, what we could say for sure is that till-
yard embiids visited quite a narrow range of plants 
and carried their pollen in large amounts.

“So I do not see why they could not have been 
pollinators.” — PA Media/dpa

FROM A MAKESHIFT studio in 
a cramped apartment in North 
Macedonia’s Skopje, Satja 
Grabuloski has made his mark 
as one of the top sneaker art-
ists in the world.

With more than 300 celebri-
ties as customers, Grabuloski 
has taken orders from famous 
athletes, actors, and musicians 
— including Lebron James and 
Dua Lipa.

Using an array of paints, 
Grabuloski and his team of 
seven artists turn ordinary 
shoes into works of art — fea-
turing portraits of famous 
celebrities, film characters and 
sports stars along with splash-
es of vibrant colours.

“Sometimes they call us with 
a specific idea. Sometimes they 
say, I have no idea — make me a 
good design. We then do what-
ever it takes to make the client 
satisfied,” Grabuloski, 31, said as 
he prepares a shipment of cus-
tomised football cleats for Real 
Madrid’s winger Vinícius Junior.

A single pair of revamped 
sneakers painted by his team 
Swithadot StudioS fetches a 
starting price at around 1,000 
euros ($1,050).

The growing enterprise first 
started as a hobby for 
Grabuloski, who remembers 
using a paint kit his mother 
bought from Paris to ink pat-
terns on a pair of shoes when 
he was 12.

More than a decade later, 
Grabuloski was putting custom 
designs on sneakers with a per-
manent marker. The method 
proved to be a hit with his first 
batch of shoes selling out in 24 
hours.

“That showed me... there is a 
potential business idea that I 

am still building and developing 
today,” he adds.

- ‘KNOCKED ON 1,000 DOORS’ -
Armed with a marketing 

degree and a smartphone, 
Grabuloski relied on word of 
mouth and networking with 
social media influencers to help 
build his brand.

Grabuloski also honed in on 

targeting athletes and found 
initial success with painting 
shoes for handball clubs and 
popular footballers.

“I have knocked on 1,000 
doors — some of them opened,” 
Grabuloski explains.

“I used the players who 
bought shoes from us — one-by-
one — as a starting point to 
make contacts with their 
friends, co-players in the club 
or in the national team.”

All the designs made by his 
team at Swithadot StudioS are 
unique, according to Grabuloski, 
with clients given certifications 
of authenticity and a short note 
on the ideas behind the art-
work.

“Every project includes up to 

80 hours of work, but some of 
the designs, for example sport 
shoes that were done for 
Lebron James were being pre-
pared for more than 300 
hours,” says Grabuloski, while 
laughing that the massive size 
of the star player’s shoes led to 
more work.

For now, Grabuloski plans to 
stay and work in North 

Macedonia, despite longer ship-
ping times due to the limited 
number of flights in and out of 
the Balkan country.

But even as he plans to stay 
in Skopje, Grabuloski is in the 
process of opening up a show-
room in New York, with plans to 
expand to other major cities 
soon.

With his business booming, 
Grabuloski admits he is often 
stretched between running the 
d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
networking, and researching 
new markets, which leaves little 
time to dabble in his favourite 
hobby.

“I do not have time to draw 
anymore,” Grabuloski said. “I 
miss it very much.” — AFP
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A second life 
for books

By Zuwaina al Sulaimani

T
he Business Society of the 
College of Economics and 
Political Science at Sultan 
Qaboos University has 

organised the 11th edition of the Charity 
Book Fair under the theme “Enrich 
and Give”. The fair aimed to collect 
used books from the community in 
various fields, sort and reprice them 
at affordable prices for all, and then 
sell them in a three-day exhibition held 
from 8th to 10th December 2022 at 
Oman Mall in Muscat.

The event was launched by His 
Highness Dr Fares bin Turki al Said, 

and it included three corners: a book 
corner, a photography corner, and an 
interactive corner for children. The fair 
was a great success, with 899 purchases 
and 3807 books sold, resulting in a total 
revenue of 5587 Omani rials.

This year, a competition among 
various universities and colleges in 
the Sultanate of Oman has been held to 
encourage students to participate and 
share their love of volunteering. The 
funds raised from the fair were donated 
to Oman Bahjah Orphan Society to build 
the largest residential complex for 
orphans in the Sultanate of Oman.

This fair has exciting opportunities for 
the community to donate and purchase 
used books, providing a sustainable way 

to keep knowledge alive and accessible 
for everyone. It also provides a platform 
for students to participate in charitable 
causes, develop their entrepreneurial 
skills, and gain experience in event 
management.

The success of the 11th edition 
of the Used Book Fair reflects the 
strong support and cooperation of the 
community and the private sector in 
promoting education and literacy in 
the Sultanate of Oman. The Business 
Society has set an inspiring example 
of how students can make a positive 
impact on society and contribute to the 
common good. When I was a student, 
at Sultan Qaboos University, I had 
personally participated in the previous 

edition of the Charity Book Fair in 2022, 
and I was impressed by the hard work 
and dedication of the team behind the 
fair. It was inspiring to witness the 
collective effort of students, volunteers, 
and sponsors, who worked tirelessly to 
make the event a success. 

The atmosphere was vibrant, and 
the selection of books was impressive. 
I found it to be a unique experience 
that not only allowed me to buy books 
at affordable prices but also enabled 
me to contribute to a charitable cause. 
The success of this year’s edition is a 
testament to the ongoing commitment 
of the Business Society at Sultan Qaboos 
University in supporting education and 
community service.


