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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES
ATTRACT INVESTORS T0 THE ‘
SULTANATE'S TOURISM SECTOR

The five archaeological sites of Oman
that are enlisted in the UNESCO
‘World Heritage List not only showcase
the strong heritage of Oman, but also
strengthen its capability in attracting
investments in the tourism sector, thus
helping in achieving the objectives of
Oman Vision 2040. >A4
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SULTAN QABOOS HOLY QURAN
CONTEST WINNERS FETED

Assigned by His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik, Dr. Mohammed Said Al Maamari,
Minister of Endowments and Religious
Affairs, presided over the felicitation of
winners at 30th edition of Sultan Qaboos
Contest for Holy Quran Memorisation
2022. The ceremony took place at the
Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque. >A2
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Rovyal Decree sets up
embassy in Singapore

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik on Monday
issued two Royal decrees reading
as follows:

Royal decree No. (97/2022) es-
tablishes an embassy for the Sul-
tanate of Oman in the Republic of
Singapore.

Article (1) establishes an em-
bassy for the Sultanate of Oman
in the Republic of Singapore.

Article (2) cancels Royal de-
cree No. (111/2010) on establish-
ing a consulate general for the
Sultanate of Oman in the Repub-
lic of Singapore.

Article (3) says that this decree
shall be published in the Official
Gazette and enforced from its
date of issue.

Royal decree No. (98/2022)

appoints ambassadors.

Article (1) grants the title of
ambassador to the following and
determines their placements:

1- Plenipotentiary = Minis-
ter Sheikh Mohammed Ahmed
Salim Al Shanfari (as Oman’s
Ambassador to the Republic of
Indonesia).

2- Plenipotentiary Minister
Eng. Nasser Said Abdullah Al
Manwari (as Oman’s Ambas-
sador to the Republic of the
Philippines).

3- Adviser Issa Saleh Abdullah
Al Shibani (as Oman’s Ambassa-
dor to the Republic of India).

Article (2) says that this decree
shall be published in the Official
Gazette and enforced from its
date of issue. -ona

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Ahli-Sidab to meet Al Nasr in HM's Gup final

Ahli-Sidab and Al Nasr have been dominating the Oman hockey

scene for decades and share a total of 20 titles between them in the

51-year history of the most prestigious competition in the Sultanate
of Oman - His Majesty’s Cup Hockey Championship. >A8

US cold storm deaths

A severe winter storm
that hit some 60% of the
United States, alongside

Canada, has killed atleast 34
people as of Sunday. >A6

Hotel revenues up

The revenues of 3 to 5-star
hotels in the Sultanate of
Oman have increased by

91.7% to reach OMR161 million
by November end. >B1

MUNIGIPAL POLLS SEE QUANTUM

Khalid bin Hilal Al
Busaidi reaffirmed
that the Ministry
was keen to keep
pace with the
automation process,
integration of data

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Municipal Coun-
cil election for the third term held
on Sunday saw a quantum jump
in the use of modern technology,
according to the members of the

Main Committee.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Monday, the members
detailed the first-of-its-kind use
of smartphone application ‘In-
takhib’ and the due process of
elections that witnessed 126 can-
didates being elected.

Khalid bin Hilal Al Busaidi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Interior and Chairman of the
Main Committee, reaffirmed that
the ministry was keen to keep
pace with the automation pro-
cess, integration of data, and em-
ployment of digital technologies
as part of the government’s digi-
tal transformation programme in
line with Oman Vision 2040.

He said that this time the elec-
tions were different as it was a
fully online/electronic process,
starting with registration in the
election register, sorting of votes
and the announcement of elec-
tion results. >A5

2

LEAP IN DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY USE

‘Will strive hard to meet the
aspirations of my people’

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The lone woman
winner among the 126 can-
didates in the Sultanate of
Oman, Fayza bint Khalfan
bin Abdullah Al Shamsi, from
the Wilayat of Al Sunina in
Al Buraimi Governorate, said:
“God willing, I will try hard to
fulfil the needs of the people
of the wilayat.”

In an exclusive interview
with Times of Oman, Fayza Al
Shamsi said there were not
many media campaigns for

her candidacy, but her victory
came from acquaintances and
trustin the community. >A5
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State Council discusses provision of education laws

MUSCAT: The State Council ex-
pressed observations about draft
versions of “School Education
Law” and “Higher Education Law”
in preparation for submitting the
same to His Majesty the Sultan,
along with the opinions of the
State and Shura Councils.

The deliberations took place
during the 4th session of the coun-
cil’s annual convening of the 7th

term. The session was held under
the auspices of Sheikh Abdulmalik
Abdullah Al Khalili, Chairman of
the State Council. The discussions
highlighted the need to regulate
the provision of education laws in
line with Oman Vision 2040, as
well as the aspirations of Omani
society for an educational system
that keeps pace with the require-
ments of the modern age.-ona
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Minister fetes
winners of Sultan

aboos Holy
Juran contest

©

MUSCAT: Assigned by His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Dr. Mohammed Said Al
Maamari, Minister of Endow-
ments and Religious Affairs,
presided over the felicitation of
winners at 30th edition of Sultan
Qaboos Contest for Holy Quran
Memorisation 2022. The cer-
emony took place at the Sultan
Qaboos Grand Mosque.

The contest seeks to encour-
age Omani youth to memorise
the Holy Quran and adhere to its
teachings.

It also aims to groom a gen-
eration of Holy Quran reciters
who can serve as an element
of social reform and teach the
Holy Quran in accordance with
the norms set by scholars and

b ¥
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established reciters.

The guest of honour handed
over the prizes to the top win-
ners of 7 levels of the Sultan Qa-
boos Competition for Holy Quran
Memorisation 2022, as well as
the jury, the Holy Quran com-
munity and participants from the
segment of the disabled.

The competition levels were
stated as follows: Memorisation
of the whole Holy Quran, memo-
risation of 24 successive parts,
memorisation of 18 successive
parts, memorisation of 12 suc-
cessive parts, memorisation of 6
successive parts, memorisation
of 4 successive parts and memo-
risation of 2 successive parts.
Conditions of age groups apply to
the last three categories. -ona
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For the first time in the Sultanate,

BankDhofar introduces the PaySticker
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Oman Airports launches
tender registration

service electronically

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Airports en-
deavour to enhance digitalisation
of the services and work proce-
dures received a boost when the
company launched the tender reg-
istration service electronically.

All suppliers, service providers
and contractors have been urged
to register their companies on a
new link as Oman Airports move
towards the electronic registra-
tion system for tenders and ven-
dor management.

In an official tweet on Sunday,
Oman Airports invited vendors for
online registration and said that
the process to switch to electronic
registration system will maximise
the efficiency and productivity.

Oman Airports said that once
the system is in place it will help
the vendors to participate in bid-
ding and receiving notifications
of new business opportunities.
Vendors can also submit their
bids and proposals digitally.

The vendors can complete their
registrationthrough alink: https://
apps.omanairports.com/ePortal

Earlier this month, Oman Air-
ports had launched their Docu-
ments Management Centre at
Muscat International Airport.

The Documents Manage-
ment Centre covers an area of
787 square meters, of which 430
square meters is dedicated to
document storage, and 357 square
meters for facilities such as a
dedicated post office, documents
sorting and viewing of area, meet-
ing room, and reception area, in
addition to staff offices and ser-
vice facilities for personnel.

Oman Airports also signed an
agreement with Bahwan Infor-
mation Technology Company to
provide an electronic system for
managing records and documents.

The agreement reflects Oman
Airports’ ongoing digital trans-

formation efforts; in this case,
through the automation of docu-
ments and records to facilitate
their protection, and ease of man-
agement and retrieval

Oman Airports also aims to
continue supporting the national
vision for developing the aviation
sector, while improving and en-
hancing the overall travel experi-
ence for flyers arriving and depart-
ing from all the country’s airports.

The company’s tasks include
managing and operating the
Sultanate of Oman’s airports
and leading the development of
airport infrastructures. This in-
frastructure includes passenger
buildings, freight service build-
ings, runways, aprons, parking
lots, and other facilities managed
and maintained in accordance

with the standards and practices
adopted by the International Civil
Aviation Organization and civil
aviation regulations.

Oman Airports have continued
to grow steadily towards success,
and towards establishing solid
principles and rules for its opera-
tions. The company is strength-
ening its position as a leading in-
stitution that continuously seeks
to improve customer experience
and achieve the highest degree of
excellence in the travel experience
at its airports. With the full sup-
port of its strategic partners, and
with the concerted efforts of all
partners involved to deliver value-
added services, Oman Airports is
providing customers a unique and
seamless travel experience across
allits airports.

First phase of genebank project concludes

MUSCAT: The Environment Au-
thority has finalised the first phase
of establishing of a genebank to
preserve genetic origins of wild
animals through freezing (cryo-
preservation). The project seeks
to conserve the genetic material of
endangered wild animals, to save
them from extinction and ensure

their sustainability.

The process involves providing
backup genetic material to help re-
store the genetic origins in case the
loss of animal breeds as a result of
diseases or natural disasters. The
specimens will also be available to
students, researchers and people
interested in wild animals’ genetic

resources. Genebanks serve as a
unique source of genetic diver-
sity that informs livestock rearing
programmes. Genebanks provide
storage facilities for genetic ma-
terials of all types. They constitute
a set of genetic resources for liv-
ing organisms like blood samples,
eggs, tissue and cells. -ona
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@ Zawawi Trading Company LLC.

Recall Campaign for Mercedes-Benz
E-Class (213 platform)

CLS (257 platform) with 48V-system
Model vear: 2007-2003

Date of Campalgn: 27.12.2022

Recall Segment: Mechanical
Recall Type: Safety

Product Description:

Number of Chassis number Ta Chassis number Sales Designation
vehicles
i WDD2130611A554533 o WIKMI0EIAFIRTTZ AMG E 53 AMATIC
3 WODD25TIANA0I004% o WDO25T361ADS254]1 AMG CLS 53 AMATIC+
2 WIKZ5T3591A0B0ETE -1 WIKZISTISIA084143 CLS 450 4MATIC
20 WDD2STIS01A00T140 TO WIKZETI501AINE262 CLS 350
a2 WDD2573501A007 140 %] WODZIINESIAS 2004 E 350

Description of defect:

Mercedes-Benr Al has determined that on certain E-Class (213 platform) and CLS (357 |||.'I|f|'||‘ m) vehicles with
ABY-system, the mounting of the 12Y Dattéry in the trunk might not withstand the loads in the event of o crash
In this case, the 12V battery could mova in the spare wheel well Thus, a detachment of the electrical connections from
i Batrery cannot be rufed outl In that event, Yanous post-crash funchions (.8 eCall, eleciric sest adjustment, hazard
warning lights, automatic door unlocking) couwld be impaired or Inoperative,

Procedurea:

A5 @ precautiona
wiehicles, The ex
be free of charge

T

For mare information:

¥ MEaSUTE Lawawl '|r|'|ﬂll'|$: Com; pany will Instalt an additional fixation of the 12V h.'.l[‘.i':!:f on the affected
Cled workshop visil 1or the mstatlaton of the additiona fixation will take around 30 minutes and will

Sultanate of Dman customers affected by the recall who have nat been contacted 2iready will ba talephoned by

mepresentatives of Zawaw Trading Cormpany LLE, 5o that they can arrange a convenent time from 21220332 to pet thelr

car inspected

Contact detalls:
Toll free number; BOOTRTTT on all working days between 08:00 o 17:30 hrs with effect from 27.12.2022.
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OMAN'S UNESGO WORLD HERITAGE SITES T0
ATTRAGT INVESTMENTS IN TOURISM SEGTOR

he five archaeologi-
cal sites of Oman
that are enlisted in
the UNESCO World
Heritage List not
only showcase the strong herit-
age of Oman, but also strengthen
its capability in attracting invest-
ments in the tourism sector, thus
helping in achieving the objec-
tives of Oman Vision 2040.
Ibtisam bint Abdullah Al-
Mamari, Director of the
Directorate General of the World
Heritage at the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism, said, “As
heritage is a fundamental tool
for creating identity, where it is
considered as an indicator for the
gloriesofnations,and an essential
source of pride and inspiration,
the Sultanate of  Oman,
represented by the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism joined the
World Heritage Convention in
1981 in accordance with Royal

Decree No 81/69.”
She added: “The acceding
to the World Heritage

Convention has paved the way
for the Sultanate of Oman to
nominate archaeological sites of
exceptional value to be inscribed
on the World Heritage List.”

Ibtisam Al-Mamari -clarified
that being enlisted in the World
Heritage List enhances the
capability of the sites to receive
the support and attention of
the international community,
and also enables the countries
which are home to these sites to
obtain assistance in protecting
and preserving their heritage,
through direct assistance from
UNESCO.

Ibtisam Al-Mamari pointed
out that there are several criteria
that determine the inclusion of
sites in the World Heritage List.
First, the nominated sites must
be of exceptional global value and
represent one of the masterpieces
of the creative human mind or
manifest strong influences that
took place over time or within
a cultural area in the world,
related to the development of
architecture or technology, or to
artistic edifices, town planning,
or to landscape design.

The nominated sites also
must be unique or exceptional
witness to a cultural tradition
or civilisation that is still alive
or extinct, or that it represents
an outstanding example of a
traditional human settlement,

ta

THE NOMINATED SITES MUST
BE DIRECTLY OR TANGIBLY
ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS,
LIVING TRADITIONS, BELIEFS,
ORLITERARY OR ARTISTIC
WORKS OF OUTSTANDING HIGH
IMPORTANCE, OR INCLUDE
AREAS OF EXCEPTIONAL
NATURAL BEAUTY AND
AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE.
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or a traditional method of using
land or exploiting the seas, and
represents a specific culture or
interaction between man and his
environment.

Also the nominated sites must
be directly or tangibly associated
with events, living traditions,
beliefs, or literary or artistic works
of outstanding high importance,
or include areas of exceptional
natural beauty and aesthetic
significance.

Mohsen bin Murtadha Al
Lawati, a heritage specialist at
the Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism, said that the site of
Bahla Fort in the Wilayat of
Bahla at the Governorate of Al
Dakhiliyah is considered the
first site enlisted in the World
Heritage List in 1987.

He added that the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism has
signed an agreement with the

J e e a8 Fir Oman Tourism Development
i "1:;h ,n-{_-"‘—""*. o Company (OMRAN) to manage
ST e Ll et et o g TR and operate the Bahla Fort site.

Mohsen pointed out that the
Bahla Fort site contributes to
strengthening investment in
the tourism sector due to its
capability to attract increasing
investments, particularly after its
inclusion in the World Heritage
List. He emphasised that the
Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
has developed a precise plan for
the restoration of the Wall of
Bahla, whose path extends over
a distance of 12km, as a project
for which an annual budget is
allocated to carry out the works of
consolidation and restoration of
the damaged parts of the wall.

Mohsen  Al-Lawati  added
that the sites of Bat, Al-Khutm
and Al-Ayn in the Wilayat of
Ibri at the Governorate of Al-
Dhahirah were included in the
World Heritage List in 1988.
The sites represent a prominent
example of the settlements in the
third millennium BC, as they
include the largest gathering
of archaeological towers and
tombs. He emphasised that the
Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
is preparing a comprehensive
management plan for the sites,
taking into account the historical,
archaeological and architectural
aspects.

He confirmed that the
restoration of the archaeological
Al-Khutm Tower has been
completed, where the electrical
work, lighting the tower and
the surrounding area, has been
completed while the work on
designing the identification
panels is underway.

Mohsen added that the work
on an investment project of the
archaeological visitor centre at
Bat is also underway.

The sites of the Land of
Frankincense were included
in the World Heritage List in
2000. The sites are located in the
Governorate of Dhofar and are
represented in four sprawling
sites, namely Al  Baleed,
Samharam/Khawr Rawri, Wadi
Dawkah and Al-Shasr.

Atheer bint Suleiman Al-
Hajari pointed out that in 2006,
five Aflaj irrigation systems
were included on the World
Heritage List.

The Ancient City of Qalhat
site was included in the World
Heritage List in 2018, as
the city of Qalhat preserves
all its elements on a land of
35 hectares.
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Mwasalat operates first bus trip
using biodiesel from date kernels

The trip, which
kicked off from

the SQU Cultural
Centre in Al Khoudh,
travelled along
Sultan Qaboos
Street and arrived
at Al Alam Palace
and back to the

starting point

MUSCAT: The Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU) succeeded in
operating a trip onboard Oman
National Transport Company
(Mwasalat) bus powered by date

palm biodiesel.

The fuel was extracted at SQU
laboratories.

The trip was flagged off by SQU
Vice-Chancellor His Highness

Sayyid Dr. Fahd bin Al Julanda Al
Said.

The trip, which kicked off from
the SQU Cultural Centre in Al
Khoudh, travelled along Sultan

Shura Council makes comments
about draft version of Maritime Law

MUSCAT: The Shura Council on
Monday presented its comments
about the draft version of the
Maritime Law forwarded by the
government for review.

The Shura Council tasked its
specialised panels to study and
comment on a number of law
drafts: A proposal to amend Ar-
ticle (1) of the law promulgated
under Royal Decree No. 9/72
and a draft proposal to amend
Article (12) of the Law on “Ex-
propriation for Public Interest”
and a draft proposal to amend
the Foreign Capital Law by add-
ing a term that requires a foreign
investor to deposit OMR100,000
as a condition for exercising in-
vestment in Oman.

<FROM

Draft air services pact

The council also studied the
views of the Services and Social
Development Committee about
the draft version of Oman-EU Air
Transport Agreement, a draft ver-
sion of an air services agreement
between the government of Sul-
tanate of Oman and the govern-

ment of Republic of South Africa,
the draft version of an air services
agreement between the govern-
ment of Oman and the Republic
of Rwanda and a draft version of
the air services agreement be-
tween the government of Sultan-
ate of Oman and the government
of Republic of Cape Verde. — ona

A1 App designed by Omani team

from the Ministry of Interior

The Ministry of Interior used its
past experiences to make a quali-
tative shift in the use of digital
techniques to facilitate submis-
sion of applications of candidates.

Al Busaidi said: “The Minis-
try of Interior launched Intakhib
Elect app in November, which
helped with the sorting process,
declaration of initial and final
lists of candidates and other
services.”

“This application was useful in
casting of votes both within and
outside the Sultanate,” he added.

Al Busaidi said: “A total of 39.42
percent of voters participated
in the election process which
is within the normal limits and
that the Ministry is working on to
evaluate this aspect.”

Intakhib Elect app was de-
signed by Omani team from
the Ministry of Interior, he said
pointing to that the use of the ap-
plication has contributed to re-
duction of the financial cost of the
elections process.

“We have not noticed or re-
ceived any objections so far on the
results of the elections, he said,
adding that objections can be sub-
mitted online through the website
of the Ministry of Interior within
the legally prescribed period.

He also added that the details
related to the elections process
were released on time through the
application.

Mohammed bin Said Al Bal-
ushi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Information and Chair-
man of Information Committee
for Elections of the Members of
the Municipal Councils for the
Third Term, said that the voting
process through smartphones
has contributed to speedy cast-
ing of votes, the interaction of the
society and the announcement of
the results of elections.

Dr. Ali bin Amer Al Shizani,
Undersecretary of the Ministry

of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology for
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology and Chairman
of the Technical Committee for
the Elections of Members of Mu-
nicipal Councils for the Third
Term said that “we have not seen
any technical challenges in vot-
ing through smart phones and the
only issue related to the use of the
application by the voters.”

The press conference was held
at InterContinental on Monday
and it was attended by a number
of media persons and journalists
from the local and international
media and press.

Qaboos Street and arrived at Al
Alam Palace and back to the start-
ing point.

The project constitutes a schol-
arly research spearheaded SQU

team comprising Dr. Lamia Adnan
Al Haj, Associate Professor at the
College of Science, and Dr. Alia
Hamid Al Muhtasib, Deputy Di-
rector of Sustainable Energy Re-
search Centre at SQU.

The project seeks to produce
commercially competitive biofuel
extracted from date palm kernels
using an innovative recyclable
chemical catalyst. It also opens in-
roads in the drive to cut down car-

bon emissions, find renewable and
sustainable sources for economic
and social growth and strike a bal-
ance between goals of sustainable
development and climate change
limitations.

The project benefits from clean
technology to achieve sustainable
development and forge a diversi-
fied blend of renewable energy
sources to help meet the targets of
Oman Vision 2040. — ona

27 women fought Municipal Council polls

<FROM Fayza Al Shamsi is ajob-
Al seeker and an econom-

ics graduate from the

College of Economics
and Political Science at Sultan Qa-
boos University. She has made var-
ious contributions in the health,

educational and other fields.
She is also a member of the mu-

nicipal affairs in the wilayat and
previously worked as a journalist
for Oman newspaper.

Al Shamsi stated that she re-
ceived 68 votes out of a total of 232
votes.

It may be noted that the num-
ber of women candidates for the
first period elections (2012-2016)

reached 23, 4 of whom secured
membership, and the number of
women candidates for the second
period (2016-2022) reached 23, 7
of whom secured membership. As
for the third period (2022-2027),
27 women ran for the elections,
but just one woman got council
membership.
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Mikey Hothi is first ever Sikh mayor in California city

CALIFORNIA: Mikey Hothi of
Indian origin has been unani-
mously elected as the mayor of
Lodi city in California, becoming
the first Sikh to attain the high-
est position in the history of the
American city to date, LocalToday
reported.

Taking to Twitter, Hothi on Fri-
day said, “Honored to be sworn in
as the 117th Mayor of the City of

Lodi” After becoming the mayor,
Hothi’s main duty will be to chair
the meetings of the Common
Council and serve as the city’s ex-
ecutive officer.

Local newspaper Lodi Times
quoted the mayor as saying it was a
safe city. Good people, good educa-
tion, great culture and hard-work-
ing people live in this city, accord-
ing to LocalToday

Mikey Hothi graduated from
Tokay High School in 2008. For
the first time in 2020, in Novem-
ber, he was elected to the Lodi Mu-
nicipal Council from District 5.

Notably, Lodi is located in San
Joaquin County, California, and
the population of the city, accord-
ing to the 2021 census was 67,021,
LocalToday reported.

Local newspaper, The Lodi

News-Sentinel reported that
Mikey Hothi’s family were also
instrumental in the construction
of'the Sikh Temple on Armstrong
Road. Hothi told local media af-
ter his election that our experi-
ences are similar to the Hispanic
community, the Greek commu-
nity that came before us, and the
German community, according
to LocalToday. an
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Taliban justifies women education
ban amid criticism, says report

This comes at a time
when the Taliban is
attracting criticism
over the matter from
around the world

KABUL: The Taliban-appointed
Acting Minister of Higher Educa-
tion of Afghanistan Nida Moham-
mad Nadim said there is no op-
position to the barring of women
from university education in the
country. This comes at a time
when the Taliban is attracting
criticism over the matter from
around the world, Khaama Press
reported.

The statement was given by Na-
dim while addressing a meeting
with officials of private universi-
ties. According to the Khaama
Press report, Nadim said “there
has been no opposition to the edu-
cation of girls as per the recent
decree of this ministry”. He fur-
ther said that the Taliban does not
intend to oppose the education of
the new generation but wants to
develop a system according to the
Islamic Sharia law and the values
of Afghanistan.

According to Khaama Press,
the Taliban-appointed education
minister also pointed out the for-
mation of a joint commission be-
tween the education ministry and
university professors for reiterat-
ing these sectors should prepare
in accordance with the legal provi-
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sions of the ministry.

However, to express their frus-
tration and anger on the issues of
university education for female
students banned by the Taliban,
many male students from private
and public universities have gone
on strike chanting slogans like
“education for all or none”. Fur-
ther Khaama Press report said
that with Afghan women being
deprived of getting an education,
some university lecturers have re-

o

signed from their positions.

Contradicting Nadim’s opinion
on the education ban for female
students in Afghanistan, Grand
Imam of Egypt’s Al-Azhar Univer-
sity, Ahmed El-Tayeb called for the
Taliban to reconsider their decision
to ban Afghan women from access-
ing university education, saying the
decision contradicts Sharia.

The Grand Imam said that he
“deeply” regrets the decision is-
sued by the authorities in Afghani-

'y

Dozens killed by Christmas
Day winter storm in the US

WASHINGTON: A severe win-
ter storm that hit some 60% of the
United States, alongside Canada,
has killed at least 34 people as
of Sunday, bringing heavy snow,
freezing rain and dangerously low
temperatures.

The severe winter storm is
nearly unprecedented, with people
seeking heat shelters to survive it.

The scope of the storm stretched
from the Great Lakes near Canada
to the Rio Grande along the border
with Mexico. It was expected to
claim even more lives as the storm
moved east on Sunday.

The storm hit Buffalo in the
eastern state of New York hardest
on Christmas Day, causing power
outages and trapping people inside
their cars.

What happened in Buffalo?
The blizzard devastated the city,
bringing a total accumulation of
snow to nearly 4 feet (1.2 meters)
on Sunday.

Erie County Executive Mark Po-
loncarz said on Twitter that at least

10 people were killed in the county,
which also includes Buffalo.

Poloncarz said some of those
reported dead were found in cars,
while other bodies were recovered
in snow banks. He warned that the
death toll could increase further.

County-wide driving bans were
put in place to contain the situa-
tion, with the majority of the area
rendered impassable.

“This is not the Christmas any
of us hoped for nor expected, but
try to have as merry a Christmas as
possible today,” Poloncarz said on
Twitter on Sunday. “My deepest
condolences to the families who
have lost loved ones.”

New York Governor Kathy
Hochul addressed the blizzard,
saying: “This will go down in his-
tory as Buffalo’s most devastating
storm. This one is for the ages and
we're still in the middle of it.”

The Reuters news agency cited
Hochul as saying that the Biden
administration would support the
state’s request for a federal disas-
ter declaration.

How has the storm
affected power?
Power outages persisted well into
Christmas Day despite significant
restorations. The power-tracking
website “PowerOutage.US,” re-
ported that as of Sunday evening,
less than 100,000 customers were
without power across the US.

That figure was down from
a peak of 1.7 million customers
across the nation who were with-
out electricity at one point due to
the storm. On Sunday evening,
over 26,000 residents of New York
state remained without power.

Inthe northeastern state of Maine,
45800 residents were still without
power, the website reported, whereas
further south in Virginia, over 9,700
residents were still affected by outag-
es. Over 1,500 flights were canceled
across the US during the Christmas
weekend, as of midday on Sunday,
crushing the hopes of many US citi-
zens who looked forward to being
reunited with family for the first time
during Christmas since the start of
the coronavirus pandemic. ow

stan, preventing Afghan women’s
access to university education.

Tayeb said he warns “Muslims
and non-Muslims against believ-
ing or accepting that banning
women’s education is approved
in Islam. Indeed, Islam firmly de-
nounces such banning since it
contradicts the legal rights Islam
equally guarantees for women and
men,” he said.

He called on authorities in Af-
ghanistan to reconsider their de-

cision for “the truth is more de-
serving of being followed.” “I am
deeply concerned. I wanted to re-
sign as a protest and I hope these
protests and actions by us will
convey our voices to officials,” said
Raihana Halim, alecturer from Ka-
bul University.

“I have offered my resignation
to the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion as a protest and in support
of our sisters. There are some
other lecturers who are trying to

continue their process of resigna-
tion,” said Thsanullah Rahmani, a
lecturer from Kabul Polytechnic
University who is in Turkey for
his master’s degree.

A group of students from dif-
ferent universities in Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in response
to the decision held a protest on
Friday and demanded the reopen-
ing of universities for women in
Afghanistan.

On Wednesday, the UN mission
in Afghanistan expressed the out-
rage of millions of Afghans and the
international community over the
decision by the Islamic regime and
called on the de facto authorities to
revoke the decision immediately.

In a statement, the UN mission
said “the UN and its humanitarian
partners also urged the de facto
authorities to reopen girls’ schools
beyond the sixth grade and end all
measures preventing women and
girls from participating fully in
daily public life,” the United Na-
tions Assistance Mission in Af-
ghanistan (UNAMA) said.

“Banning women from attend-
ing university is a continuation of
the systematic policies of targeted
discrimination put in place by the
Taliban against women,” the UNA-
MA statement read.

Since 15 August 2021, the de
facto authorities have barred girls
from attending secondary school,
restricted women and girls’ free-
dom of movement, excluded wom-
en from most areas of the work-
force and banned women from
using parks, gyms, and public bath
houses.

These restrictions culminate
with the confinement of Afghan
women and girls to the four walls
of their homes. am

Maldives former president
sentenced to 11 years 1n prison

MALE: A court in Maldives

found former President Abdulla

Yameen guilty in a corruption and
money laundering case and sen-
tenced him to 11 years in prison
and also fined him $5 million,
Avas, a Maldives-based newspa-
per reported.

The criminal court, in its ver-
dict, found Yameen guilty of the
charges and Chief Judge Ahmed
Shakeel said that it is question-
able that the money that docu-
ments show was deposited to
Yameen’s personal account from
Yoosuf Naeem’s account. Former

president Yameen was accused of
receiving one million USD stolen

from state coffers in the country’s
biggest-ever corruption scandal,
Avas reported.

Yameen abused his position and

took one million USD from a pri-
vate company to facilitate the sale
of Aarah for resort development.
According to the charges, Ya-
meen accepted a bribe of $1 mil-

lion from former MP Yoosuf

Naeem, who is being tried on brib-
ery charges alongside Yameen.

The trial began at the Criminal

Court on January 2, and hearings
in the trial concluded on Novem-
ber 30, Avas reported.

The prosecution sought the
maximum penalty for the convic-
tion due to Yameen’s position as
head of State at the time of the

crime. The prosecution requested
11 years in prison and a six-fold

increase in the fine. However, as

the law states that the fine can

be increased up to five-fold at the
maximum, the State requested to
impose the maximum amount as
afine as under the law.

The verdict also found Yoosuf

Naeem guilty of bribery, and the
prosecution asked for the maxi-

mum penalty for the former MP.
The charges against Yameen
relate to claims he received at
least one million dollars through
SOF Private Limited, a private
company linked to his former
deputy, which was used to laun-
der tourism revenues from the
state-owned Maldives Marketing
and Public Relations Corporation
(MMPRC), Aljazeera reported.
The amount was deposited into
the former president’s personal
bank account at the Maldives Is-
lamic Bank in October 2015.
Lawyers for President Yameen
and Yoosuf Naeem asked for ten
days to speak on the sentence.
However, the judge adjourned the
hearing shortly after announcing

that the hearing would resume
at 2:00 pm to decide on the sen-
tence. He refused to provide the
time requested by the defendants,
reported Avas.

Earlier also, Yameen was con-
victed in November 2019, after his
2013-2018 presidential term, for
the embezzlement of up to 1 mil-
lion dollars in government funds
using a private company. But, lat-
er on, in 2021, the Supreme Court
revoked the five-year prison term.

According to local media out-
let Sun Online, the verdict was
cancelled by Yameen’s appeal
against the previous court ruling,
in which he cited a lack of verified
links between the private compa-
ny and his bank accounts. ant
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Tensions were
heightened this
year amid an
unprecedented
number of military
tests

SEOUL: South Korea said on
Monday that North Korea flew
“several” drones into its airspace,
prompting Seoul to fire warning
shots and scramble aircraft.
Tensions were heightened this
year amid an unprecedented num-
ber of military tests. But Monday’s
incident is the first time since
2017 that Pyongyang’s drones
crossed into the South’s airspace.

Korea fires at
Korean drones
that crossed border

What did South Korea say?
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff’
(JCS) said the military detected
the drones at around 10 a.m. local
time (0100 UTC).

“Several North Korean un-
manned aerial vehicles invaded
our airspace” in the border areas
around the northwestern Gyeo-
nggi province, the JCS added.

“This is a clear act of provoca-
tion by the North violating our
airspace,” Lee Seung-o, a JCS of-
ficial, told a briefing.

The Defense Ministry said that
after firing warning shots, the
military launched fighter jets and
attack helicopters to shoot down
the North Korean drones.

According to the Yonhap news

Ethioplian govt team heads
to Tigray after peace deal

ADDIS ABABA: The Ethiopian
government on Monday said a
high-level delegation was trave-
ling to the northern Tigray region
for talks to implement a peace
deal struck last month.

The government in Addis Aba-
ba and the Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front (TPLF) had agreed to
creat ajoint monitoring system to
ensure November’s peace agree-
ment was upheld and respected
by all sides.

The November accord saw both
parties sign an agreement seek-
ing to end two years of fighting,
which has killed thousands and
displaced millions.

First high-level delegation
in 2 years
The Government Communica-

We advocate the signed pectee
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tion Service said that this was the
first delegation of its kind to visit
Tigray in two years and would be
led by House of Representatives
Speaker Tagesse Chafo.

“This gesture is an attestation
to the peace agreement getting on
the right track and progressing,”
the government statement said.

The peace deal saw both sides
pledge to protect civilians and
facilitate the delivery of urgently
needed humanitarian aid.

Military leadership had also
reached agreement on the disar-
mament of TPLF fighters.

Since November 2020, the
northern Ethiopian region has
been the center of a conflict be-
tween the TPLF — which led the
country’s previous government —
and the current administration of

[ThOD 3Tk / Peace for al
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deal

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.

Conflict in Tigray

In November 2020, Abiy ordered
a government offensive in Tig-
ray, in response to an attack on a
military base, amid accusations
Tigrayan forces were trying to re-
claim power, which they denied.

Ethiopia only later admitted
to the involvement of Eritrean
troops in the operations, which
further complicated matters.

Violence in the region reignited
in September after a months-long
ceasefire. Both sides accused the
other of breaking the truce.

In October, leaders from the
two sides met for formal peace
talks in South Africa, resulting
in agreement on the roadmap to-
wards lasting peace. ow

Four killed in British Columbia bus crash

OTTAWA: Four persons were
killed and more than 50 others
had to be admitted to hospitals
in southern British Columbia af-
ter the bus they were travelling
in rolled over on an icy highway
on Christmas Eve, according to
the provincial Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP), report-
ed CNN.

“We can confirm, tragically
four passengers were found de-
ceased,” a news release from the

BC Highway Patrol and RCMP
said. Authorities have not identi-
fied the deceased.

In a statement later Sunday, po-
lice said the exact number of pas-
sengers has yet to be confirmed
and officers were in the process
of locating and speaking to those
who were on the bus, including
the driver.

Medical teams at three area
hospitals were treating at least 53
people after the crash, according

to local health authority Interior
Health, which said late Saturday
that the incident on Highway
97C triggered a ‘Code Orange’ re-
sponse — a hospital designation
used for disasters or a mass casu-
alty event, reported CNN.

“Due to the exigent circum-
stances and injuries, many were
transported to local hospitals
prior to police having the chance
to identify them at the scene,” the
statement said. am

agency, South Korea fired more
than 100 shots but still failed to
shoot down the drones.

The agency also reported, citing
a Transport Ministry official, that
flights were briefly suspended
two major airports at the request
ofthe JCS.

In 2017, authorities discovered
a suspected North Korean drone
that crashed in South Korea. At
the time, South Korean authori-
ties said the drone photographed
a US missile defense system in
South Korea.

The incident came three years
after suspected North Korean
drones were found south of the
border.

Record pace of drills
This year, Pyongyang has ramped
up weapons testing with an unprec-
edented number of tests, launching
more than 40 ballistic missiles.
North Korea fired two short-
range ballistic missiles toward its
eastern waters last Friday. ow

Pushpa Kamal takes oath as
Nepal’'s new Prime Minister

KATHMANDU: CPN-Maoist Cen-
tre chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ was on Monday sworn
in as Prime Minister of Nepal.

He was sworn in by President
Bidhya Devi Bhandari a day after
his appointment as Prime Min-
ister following fresh elections
in the Himalayan nation. Dahal,
also known by his nom de guerre
Prachanda, was appointed PM
for the third time after he secured
the support of 169 members of
the Parliament to form the new
government.

Prachanda approached the
President for his appointment as

Prime Minister after a coalition of
six parties decided to support him
to form the next government. The
general elections did not produce a
clear winner.

The unexpected decision came
after the CPN-Maoist Centre
abruptly severed ties with Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s Nepali Congress
party which had been in power
along with its allies.

Former Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s Communist Par-
ty of Nepal--Unified Marxist
Leninist (CPN-UML) is among
the parties in the new ruling
coalition.

FOR SALE

One year old Fully equipped and operational
rehabilitation center with a team of highly
experienced professionals
(&yurveda, Physiotherapy and Speech therapy departments)
and all povernment approvals in Barka ,

Oman is looking for a buyer.

More than 1000 patient records and
five star rating from all patients.

Interested parties can contact for more details.
Reason of Sale : Owners outside the country .

Contact : +968 7171 8545
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12-time winners Ahli-Sidab to clash with
Salalah giants Al Nasr in HM’s Cup final

Times News Service

MUSCAT: It is time for the
powerhouses to regain glory. Both
the clubs - Ahli-Sidab and Al Nasr
- have been dominating the Oman
hockey scene for decades and
share a total of 20 titles between
them in the 51 years of the history
of the most prestigious competi-
tion in the Sultanate of Oman -
His Majesty’s Cup Hockey Cham-
pionship.

On Tuesday, last edition’s run-
ners-up Ahli-Sidab will clash with
Al Nasr, which finished third in the
previous edition, for the coveted
trophy in the 52nd edition at the
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex.
The match will kick off at 7 pm.

Sheikh Salim Mustahail Al
Mashani, Advisor at the Diwan of
Royal Court, will be the chief guest
and give away the trophy.

Earlier on Sunday, 11-time
champions Seeb edged Salalah 6-5
in penalty shoot-out to finish third.

Over the past 51 years, clubs
from Muscat and Dhofar have
dominated the winners’ list until
Sohar Club broke the hegemony
on January 5, 2022 with a title,
edging past Ahli-Sidab in a penalty
shootout.

Ahli-Sidab have won the title a
record 12 times, the last of which
came in 2021, and the Muscat
powerhouse will be aiming for the

13th trophy. Coming in their way
for that bid would be Salalah gi-
ants, Al Nasr, who have to their
credit eight titles.

The last time both the teams
faced in the summit clash was in
2019 when Al Nasr beat Ahli-Sid-

ab 2-1for their eighth title.

In the current edition, Al Nasr
topped the group standings with
13 points after the final round of
matches. Ahli-Sidab with 11 points
came second to earn the right to
meet Al Nasr in the summit clash.

Green’s fifer puts
Australiaon
top against SA

1
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At the end of the first
day of play, David
Warner (32%) and
Marnus Labuschagne
(5*%) were unbeaten for

the Aussies

MELBOURNE : A five-wicket
haul from all-rounder Cameron
Green put Australia in a position of
comfort at the end of the first day’s
play of the second Test against
South Africa at Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) on Monday, with
the scoreboard reading 45/1 for the
hosts at the end of day’s play.

OCT Ruwi stun Orient

Atthe end of the first day of play,
David Warner (32*) and Marnus
Labuschagne (5%) were unbeaten
for the Aussies. South Africa was
put to bat first by the hosts. The
Proteas top-order was once again
exposed in pace-friendly Austral-
ian conditions.

The pace trio of Green, Mitchell
Starc and Scott Boland made mer-
ry, feasting on SA batters.

Except for skipper Dean Elgar
(26), nobody could cross 20-run
mark. At Lunch, SA was 58/4,
with Khaya Zondo (0*) and Kyle
Verreynne (0*) at the crease. The
Proteas were left struggling at
67/5 after lunch.

Then it was wicketkeeper-
batter Verreynne and bowling all-
rounder Marco Jansen who came
to the rescue, helping their side get
to the 100-run mark. At Tea, Pro-
teas were 144/5 with Verreynne
40* and Jansen 38*.

Both batters hit their respec-

Altaf Mohammed and Alif Khan of Design Group

tive half-centuries, with Jansen
getting his maiden half-century
in Tests.

They brought up their 100-run
stand. The 112-run stand between
the duo was broken by Green, who
dismissed Kyle for 52 and Jansen
for 59. SA was left reeling at 182/7.

Bundled out for 189

The rest of the lower order could
not offer any fight and Proteas
were bundled out for 189 in 68.4
overs. All-rounder Green was the
pick of the bowlers for Aussies,
taking 5/27. This is his first-ever
five-wicket haul in Tests. Mitchell
Starc took two wickets while Scott
Boland and Nathan Lyon took a
wicket each.

Brief scores: Australia: 45/1in 12
overs (David Warner 32*, Marnus
Labuschagne 5%, Kagiso Rabada
1/24) against South Africa: 189
(Marco Jansen 59, Kyle Verreynne
52, Cameron Green 5/27). - am
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Seeb finished in third place
(7 points) while Salalah were
in fourth place (6) and Bausher
finished fifth (5). Bottom-placed
Nizwa failed to open their account.

Speaking on the eve of the
final, Al Nasr coach Mohammed al

Australia rena:

Batrani said: “We want to win
this edition of HM Cup final as we
missed out in the semifinal of the
Oman Hockey League (OHA).”

He added “All our players are
in good shape for the final. We are
ready to put up a good challenge.”

award in Warne’s

MELBOURNE : Late Austral-
ian spin great Shane Warne will
be honoured with the Australia
Men’s Test Player of the Year
award to be renamed in his hon-
our as ‘The Shane Warne Men’s
Test Player of the Year’.

The award will be presented
annually at the Australian Crick-
et Awards. It is the second most
prestigious award for men behind

Allan Border Medal.
The announcement of the
award’s renaming coincided

with the Boxing Day Test match
between Australia and South
Africa, the second match of the
series at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG), where tribute
was paid to the ‘The King’ at the
first Test at his favourite venue
since his shocking demise in
March this year.

Warne won the award once,
back in 2006, a year in which he
took a record 40 Test wickets in
the iconic 2005 Ashes series in
England. Batter Travis Head won
the award last year, while for 2023,
Usman Khawaja, Marnus La-
buschagne and Nathan Lyon are
three of the biggest contenders.

Labuschagne is the Australian
leading run-scorer in the voting
period, with 837 runs at an aver-
age of 69.75 in eight Tests since
the last summer’s Ashes. He is
narrowly ahead of Khawaja, who
has scored 824 runs at an average
of 68.66.

Nathan Lyon is the leading
wicket-taker with 39 wickets

since last summer, ahead of

Mitchell Starc (27) and Pat Cum-

mins (24).

This summer’s Australian
Cricket Awards will be declared
on January 30.

Cricket Australia CEO Nick
Hockley and Australian Cricket-

Ahli-Sidab would be aiming for
a domestic double, having won the
OHA League in October after beat-
ing Seeb 4-1in the final.

Ahli-Sidab coach Aiman al
Katheri said, “his team is in top
form”, He said: “We want to con-
clude our good performance in this
edition of HM Cup with the trophy.
‘We expect a strong match and our
players are prepared for it.”

Ahli-Sidab captain Salah bin
Nasser al Saadi with their Indian
recruit Ravinder Valmiki and Al
Nasr skipper Bassim al Durbait
with their Indian player Jasjeet
Singh attended the pre-final press
conference at the Oman Olympic
Committee hall on Monday.

The oldest domestic tourna-
ment in Oman - His Majesty’s Cup
Hockey Championship - has a glo-
rious past and has stood witness
to some of the most exciting and
memorable matches, clubs’ rivalry,
individual brilliance, foreign stars,
fans’ love and fury.

Ahli-Sidab won the 50th edition
in March, 2021, as the event was
delayed due to the coronavirus
pandemic in 2020

The winner of the prestigious
competition receives a glitter-
ing trophy and a cash award of
OMR40,000 while the runner-up
team gets OMR25,000 with the
third-placed club taking home
OMR15,000.

ne top Test

honour

SPIN MAESTRO: Warne won the award once, back in 2006, a year
in which he took a record 40 Test wickets in the iconic 2005
Ashes series in England.

ers Association CEO, Todd Green-
berg made the announcement.

“As one of Australia’s all-time
greats, it is fitting we acknowl-
edge Shane’s extraordinary con-
tribution to Test cricket by nam-
ing this award in his honour in
perpetuity,” cricket.com.au quot-
ed Hockley.

“Shane was a proud advocate
of Test cricket and you only have
to look around at all the fans who
came out to the MCG in their flop-
py hats and zinc on Boxing Day to
realise what a profound impact he
had on the game,” he added.

Greenberg added: “I am proud
that the ACA, along with Cricket
Australia, is able to recognise the
incredible impact Shane had on
Test cricket with an award named
in his honour.”

“While he was a once-in-a-
generation player, he was very
much a man who understood the
important contribution all play-
ers made to Australian cricket. He

played an important role in the
formative years of the ACA
and never knocked back an
opportunity to promote and
grow the game... and once they
came, nobody knew how to put
on a show quite like Warnie -
particularly here at the MCG,” he
added.

Men’s Test Player of the Year
past winners: 2000: Glenn
McGrath, 2001: Colin Miller,
2002: Matthew Hayden, 2003:
Ricky Ponting, 2004: Ricky
Ponting, 2005: Damien Mar-
tyn, 2006: Shane Warne, 2007:
Ricky Ponting, 2008: Brett Lee,
2009: Michael Clarke, 2010: Si-
mon Katich, 2011: Shane Wat-
son, 2012: Michael Clarke, 2013:
Michael Clarke, 2014: Michael
Clarke, 2015: Steve Smith, 2016:
David Warner, 2017: Mitchell
Starc, 2018: Steve Smith, 2019:
Nathan Lyon, 2020: Marnus La-
buschagne, 2021: Pat Cummins,
2022: Travis Head. - amt

Travels, Design Group edge past Manis CT

Times News Service

MUSCAT: OCT Ruwi beat Orient
Travels by 48 runs in the Oman
Cricket A Division League game
and Design Group brushed past
Manis CT by 2 runs in a B
Division League match.

Orient Travels elected to field
after winning the toss and had
OCT Ruwi down to 32/2 in pow-
erplay. Zubair Al Balushi scored a
half century to hold the OCT Ruwi
innings. Wasim Al Balushi’s 33 of
19 balls helped OCT Ruwi post 236
runs at the end of the innings. Ibrar
Hussain bagged 3 wickets.

In response, Orient Travels lost
2 wickets within 5 balls in the 5th
and 6th over but Adil Khan and

[
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Zubair Al Balushi of OCT Ruwi

Ibrar Hussain stitched a 83-run
partnership but Orient Travels
was out for 188.

Zubair Al Balushi and Nawed Al
Balushi claimed 3 wickets each.
Brief scores: OCT Ruwi 236/10
in 494 overs (Zubair Al Balushi

69 (91) 8x4; Ibrar Hussain 46/3,
Tanveer Rana 30/2 , Syed Amir
Ali 37/2 , Qayyum Mudassir 44/2)
beat Orient Travels 188/10 in
45.2 overs (Adil Khan 56 (56) 6x4;
Zubair Al Balushi 34/3 , Nawed Al
Balushi 36/3).

In the B division clash, Design
Group won the toss and elected
to bat first. Design Group found
themselves in trouble with 3 bat-
ters back in the hut within the
powerplay. However, a 130-run
stand and half centuries by Alif
Khan and Altaf Mohammed and
a quick fire 39 by Nishan S took
them to a total of 225 runs.

Rana Zeeshan and Aneek
Chakraborty picked 2 wickets
each for Manis CT.

Inresponse, Manis CT lost their
top 3 batters within the power-
play. However, Krishna Pradhan
and Adnan UlHaqg’s half-centuries
helped Manis CT get back onto the
chase. Samir Osman’s quickfire 34
of just 22 brought them close but
left them 2 runs short of the target.

Akhil Anilkumar picked 4 wick-

ets for Design Group.
Brief scores: Design Group
225/6 in 30 overs (Althaf Mo-
hammed 81 (67) 12x4, Alif Khan
50 (46) 6x4; Rana Zeeshan 36/2
, Aneek Chakraborty 40/2) beat
Manis Cricket Team 223/10 in
29.4 overs (Krishna Pradhan 69
(58) 8x4,1x6, Adnan UlHaq 50
(44) 9x4; Akhil Anilkumar 34/4 ,
Mithun Sathyan 32/2).
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CHIP PRODUCTION CAPACITY

Samsung Electronics plans to increase
chip production capacity at its largest
semiconductor plant next year, despite
forecasts of an economic slowdown. The
move contrasts with the scaling back of

MBX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,831.15 points,
up by 0.01 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up by

0.04 per cent at 498.68 points. Oman
Chlorine, up 10.00 per cent, was the top

investment by rival chipmakers amid
falling demand and a glut of chips. -na

3103 STAR HOTELS IN
OMAN SEE SIGNIFICANT 2
INGREASE IN REVENUES

The statistics indicated that the total
number of guests in hotels with a rating
of 3 to 5 stars in Oman increased by 33.9
per cent, to reach 1,449,511 by the end of

November 2022

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The revenues of 3 to
5-star hotels in the Sultanate of
Oman have increased by 91.7% to
reach more than OMR161 million
by the end of November 2022.

The National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI), re-
vealed that a significant increase in
the revenues of hotels with a rat-
ing of 3 to 5 stars increased by 91.7

per cent until the end of November
2022, reaching OMR161,262,000.
The statistics indicated that the
total number of guests in hotels with
arating of 3 to 5 stars in the Sultan-
ate of Oman increased by 33.9 per
cent, to reach 1,449,511 by the end
of November 2022, compared to
1,082,921 guests in the same period
2021; while the occupancy rate re-
corded a growth of 18.2 per cent.
According to NCSI, the number

gainer while Oman United Insurance,
down 4.84 per cent, was the top loser.

of Gulf guests grew significantly,
amounting to 418.8 per cent, from
27,985 at the end of November 2021
to 145,192 guests until the end of No-
vember 2022, followed by European
guests, whose number grew by 327
per centfrom 71,951 guests to 307,268
guests during the same period.

The number of Omani guests de-
creased by 14.9 per cent from 756,661
at the end of November 2021 to
643,859 until the end of November.

Forum to shed light on reducing
carbon footprint in Dugm

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The management of
the Special Economic Zone at
Dugm (Sezad) is organising the
Second Environmental Forum
titled, “Together for reducing our
carbon footprint in Dugm”, which
is to be held on January 9.

A number of lecturers and spe-
cialists from government and
private entities, concerned with
climate change and carbon emis-
sions reduction, will be participat-
ing, in the presence of the compa-
nies operating in the zone.

The forum aims at finding inno-
vative mechanisms to solve poten-
tial environmental challenges re-
sulting from various construction
and industrial works in Sezad.

The forum will shed light on the
necessity for combining efforts to
raise awareness of preserving the
environment, reducing environ-
mental impacts and supporting and
developing foundations of coopera-
tion between various organisations
and companies operating in the
zone in aspects related to climate
affairs. It will also highlight green-
house gases inventory, setting up
plans to reduce carbon emissions
and adapt to climate changes, to
achieve zero neutrality in Dugm.

The forum comes as a comple-

ment to the continuing efforts of
Sezad management represented
by the Environmental Awareness
Team of the Environmental Sus-
tainability Department, in its com-

mitment to protect and preserve
the environment and share with
the world its emissions reduction
plans, the success of the First En-
vironmental Forum, which was

held in July 2022, and the conse-
quent empowerment of the com-
panies operating in the zone to de-
velop procedures and find possible
environmental solutions.

Statistics of NCSI showed that
the number of American guests
until the end of November 2022
reached about 52,625, an increase of
185.1 per cent compared to the same
period in 2021, and the number of
guests from the African continent
reached 7,807, with a growth rate of
98.4 per cent. The number of Asian
guests also increased by 53 per cent
from 124,675 to 190,700 during the
same period.

Toyota global vehicle
production rises 1.5%

TOKYO: Toyota Motor Corp re-
ported on Monday a 1.5 per cent
rise in November global vehicle
output, reaching a new record of
833,104.

Domestic production slid 3.3
per cent to 266,174 vehicles,
while overseas output rose 3.8
per cent to an all-time high of
566,930 for the month, Reuters
reported.

Global sales and production in
November exceeded last year’s
levels due to solid demand, par-
ticularly in North America, and
a recovery in parts supplies that

had been impacted by COVID-19
slowdowns, Toyota said.

The automaker reported earlier
this month it expected to produce
700,000 vehicles in January and
held to a reduced goal of 9.2 mil-
lion in the year through March.

Toyota had previously expected
to make 9.7 million autos this fis-
cal year but was forced to lower
the target in November as it strug-
gles with rising materials costs
and a shortage of semiconductors.

That’s still ahead of last year’s
production of about 8.6 million
units. -ena

Indian stock indices start fresh week on positive note, break 4-day losing streak

MONDAY’S SESSION: Sensex closed Monday’s session at BD 568 42 points, up 721.13 or 1.20 per cent
whereas Nifty closed at 18,014.60 points, up 207.80 points or 1.17 per cent. - am

NEW DELHI: Indian stock mar-
kets opened the new week with
gains as investors picked up positive
cues from strong overseas markets.
On Friday, US data showed infla-
tion was continuing to ease - annual
inflation reportedly increased at its
slowest pace in 13 months, besides
the US Federal Reserve’s rate hikes
were serving their purpose.

Sensex closed Monday’s session
at 60,566.42 points, up 721.13 or
1.20 per cent, whereas Nifty closed
at 18,014.60 points, up 207.80
points or 1.17 per cent.

Among the Nifty 50 stocks, SBI,
Indusind Bank, Hindalco, Coal In-
dia, and Bajaj Finserv were the top
five gainers, while Cipla, Divi’s Labs,
Dr Reddy’s, Nestle India, and Kotak

Mahindra Bank the top losers, Na-
tional Stock Exchange data showed.

“Markets started the week on a
strong note and gained over a per
cent, taking a breather after the re-
cent slide. After the initial uptick,
the Nifty index gradually inched
higher as the day progressed. How-
ever, some profit taking in the last
half an hour trimmed some gains.
Research at Religare Broking. Par-
ticipants shouldn’t read much into
a single-day rebound and wait for
the sustainability of the move,”
said Ajit Mishra, VP - Technical

The benchmark stock indices -
Sensex and Nifty - had witnessed
losses for four days.

“After a four-day selloff, the do-
mestic market was refuelled by

bottom fishing and optimistic sen-
timent from global counterparts.
PSBs led the rally, while mid-and
small-cap stocks outpaced the
benchmark. Contrary to the trend,
global concerns over the recession
and COVID spread continue to re-
main high, which will sustain vola-
tility in the market,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Meanwhile, Rupee closed at
82.65 against the US Dollar versus
Friday’s closing of 82.86.

Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities, said,
the rupee appreciated as the global
markets were closed and antici-
pated dollar weakness and strong
capital market participation. -ant
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ends higher

Oman Chlorine, up 10.00 per cent, was the top

gainer while Oman United Insurance, down

4 84 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,831.15 points, up by
0.01 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
up by 0.04 per cent at 498.68
points. Oman Chlorine, up 10.00
per cent, was the top gainer while
Oman United Insurance, down
4.84 per cent, was the top loser.
Shares of Bank Muscat were the
most active in terms of the num-
ber of shares traded as well as in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 639 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMRG6.01 million,
with more than 22.6 million
shares changing hands. Out of 48
traded securities, 16 advanced,
18 declined, and 14 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
buyers for OMRZ218,000 while
domestic investors were net sell-
ers for OMR189,000, followed by
foreign investors for OMR28,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,817.97 points, up 0.05 per cent.
Prices of Oman & Emirates In-
vestment, Global Financial In-
vestments, United Finance, Al
Omaniya Financial Services,
and Ahli Bank were up by 2.70
per cent, 1.89 per cent, 1.56 per

cent, 1.44 per cent and 0.61 per
cent respectively. Prices of Oman
United Insurance, Oman Qatar
Insurance, Muscat Finance, Al
Anwar Investment, and Al Ma-
dina Takaful were down by 10.00
per cent, 4.52 per cent, 1.54 per
cent, 1.18 per cent and 1.11 per
cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,316.16 points, down 045 per
cent. Prices of Oman Chlorine
and Galfar Engineering were up
by 10.00 per cent and 3.01 per
cent respectively. Prices of Ray-
sut Cement, A’Saffa Foods, Dho-
far Cattle Feed, Oman Cement,
and Oman Fisheries were down
by 4.82 per cent, 4.27 per cent,
4.00 per cent, 1.31 per cent and
0.97 per cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.11
per cent before closing at 1,615.83
points. Prices of Dhofar Generat-
ing, Ooredoo, Oman National En-
gineering and OIFC were up by
9.80 per cent, 1.91 per cent, 1.82
per cent and 1.56 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of Sembcorp Sala-
lah, National Gas, Renaissance
Services, Oman Telecom, and Al
Jazeera Services were down by
2.99 per cent, 2.78 per cent, 1.28
per cent, 0.86 per cent and 0.35
per cent respectively. — united secu-
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INDICES
Index High Low. Value Prev. Value.......... 1V drrrrrrrrrer Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.....oomieineieemneieieeaees 4,855.95............... 4,826.81 4,831.15 4,830.77. 0.38 0.01
FINANCIAL INDEX 7.817.97 7,814.05 3.92 0.05
Industry Inde ... 6,299.09 6,316.16 6,344.41 -28.25 -045
Services Index 1,618.92 1,608.30 1,615.83 1,614.11 172 011
MSX Shariah Index 499.65 498.31 498.68 498.49 0.18 0.04
MSX TR INDEX....comrreeereeerererenen 6,129.09.......ccc.. 6,092.31 6,097.80 6,097.32 048 0.01
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,203.81 8,168.16 8,180.64 8,176.53 410 0.05
SERVICES TR IDX 1,711.05 1,699.84 1,707.80 1,705.98 1.82 011
INDUSTRIAL TRIDX......ccoeeoeeerurerune 6,622.11............... 6,558.14 6,575.91 6,605.32 -29.41 -045
Trading Summary

.Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded

6,010,956 639 23,702,021,807 16 18 14 48

1SIN. SECURITY NAME

REGULAR MARKET

DHOFAR GENERATING

OMAN INVST& FIN.

200,734 26,092.

...... 12,445,440
,604,130

-10,800,000

,680,000

AHLI BANK

AT O N TAN AT e — 883,000........ 124,401.

690,360 115,050

OMAN FLOUR MILLS

3,527 469.

NATIONAL BANK OMAN

2/627,852......763,429.

110,250,000

OMINVEST.

378,149,

AL SHARQIAINV.

16

BANK MUSCAT

AIMAHA PETROLEUM

ALJAZEERA SERVICES

JAZEERA STEEL PROD.

OMAN TELECOM.......oooccmsrmiurrrsserssorses

72,780 15,707.

SOHARINT. BANK

5,312,928..... 578,748,

471,524,443

...280,713479

26,977,959

RENAISSANCE SER.

307,518 143,236

OMAN CEMENT

12,800 3,886

OMAN UNITED INSUR

23,540 6,944

...491,136,665
-.109,694,240

99,923,558

20

18,405,979 4,988,646,

..... 29,500,000

Parallel Market

OM0000002341. OMAN CHLORINE

OM0000003521..
OMO0000001681

GALFAR ENGINEER.
OMAN EMIRATES HO.

35,958,732

OM0000008447 OMAN REIT FUND

OM0000002374. UNITED FINANCE

OM0000002549 BANK DHOFAR

OM0000001517 HSBC BANK OMAN

OM0000004248 SMN POWER HOLDING

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

< 34,710,682
,262,500
....40,993,216

< 22,694,387

..515,372,447
...328,051,298
........ 8,384,695

.. 221,458,350

OMO0000004933

.. 20,246,623

21,432,190

OM0000005963

OMO0000001566.

OM0000004768
OMO0000001772.
OM0000001590.
OM0000001160
OM0000004735
OM0000001301

ALANWAR INVESTMENT.
MUSCAT FINANCE ..

ASAFFAFOODS

DHOFAR FOODS AND INVESTMENT

....64,354,464
... 18,571,997

15,575,000

... 16,800,000

657,365
,925,000
..62,047177

... 5,821,200

OMAN QATAR INSUI
RAYSUT CEMENT ....
2

... 26,880,000

-....19,000,000
....31,600,000

3,4 864 054......360,48;

BOJ Governor shuns near-term
chance of exit from easy policy

TOKYO: Bank of Japan (BOJ) Gov-
ernor Haruhiko Kuroda on Monday
brushed aside the chance of a near-
term exit from the ultra-loose mon-
etary policy but voiced hope that
intensifying labour shortages will
prod firms to raise wages.

Kuroda said the BOJ’s decision
last week to widen the allowance
band around its yield target was
aimed at enhancing the effective-
ness of its ultra-easy monetary pol-
icy, rather than a first step toward
withdrawing its massive stimulus
programme, Reuters reported.

“This is definitely not a step to-
ward an exit. The Bank will aim to
achieve the price target in a sus-
tainable and stable manner, ac-
companied by wage increases, by
continuing with monetary easing
under yield curve control,” Kuro-
da said in a speech delivered to a
meeting of Japan’s business lobby
Keidanren.

He also said Japan’s average
consumer inflation will likely slow

below the BOJ’s 2 per cent target
next fiscal year as the effects of
soaring import costs dissipate.

But Kuroda said wage growth
will likely increase gradually due
to intensifying labour shortages
and structural changes in Japan’s
job market, which are leading to
higher pay for temporary workers
and arise in the number of perma-
nent workers.

“Labour market conditions,
particularly for non-regular em-

ployees, are projected to tighten
further,” he said. “As Japan’s econ-
omy recovers, labour demand is
expected to increase, particularly
in the face-to-face services indus-
try,” Kuroda said.

The BOJ shocked markets last
week with a surprising tweak to
its bond yield control. The move,
which allows long-term interest
rates to rise more, was aimed at
easing some of the costs of pro-
longed monetary stimulus. -ena

Annual output

of China’s major
onshore gas field
exceeds 30bn
cubic metres

XT’AN: The annual output of the
Sulige gas field, owned by China’s
major oil and gas producer Petro-
China, reached a domestic record
0f'30.04 billion cubic metres as of
Monday, according to PetroChi-
na’s Changqing Oilfield.

The Sulige gas field is the first
gas field in China to achieve an
annual output exceeding 30 bil-
lion cubic metres. Its output ac-
counts for one-seventh of the
country’s total natural gas pro-
duction this year. Located in the
Erdos Basin in north China’s In-
ner Mongolia Autonomous Re-
gion, the Sulige gas field plays an
important role in providing gas
for Beijing and Tianjin, as well as
the surrounding areas of Inner
Mongolia. The gas field’s cumu-
lative gas production has hit 300
billion cubic metres. -xinhua

Billionaires eye India, Southeast Asia as
Investment destinations due to growth

SINGAPORE: Geographically,
billionaires around the world are
looking to put more of their mon-
eyinIndia and Southeast Asia due
to the strong growth enjoyed by
economies in the region.

Sectorally, they favour energy,
possibly due to today’s supply
constraints and the accelerating
secular transition to renewables.
This was revealed in the “UBS Bil-
lionaire Ambitions Report 2022”
published earlier this month.

The report added, “North
America, with its huge domestic
market and vibrant entrepreneur-
ial culture, also remains a popular
region. While still ahead of the
rest of the world, mainland China
lags these regions somewhat.”
Few seem to be keen on investing
in Western Europe despite it be-
ing a major global economic bloc.

From a sector perspective,
technology and health continue
to draw interest from the billion-
aires surveyed although these in-
dustries of late suffered declining
valuations and interest in the pub-
lic equity markets.

This is the eighth report from
the Swiss bank covering billion-
aires, focusing on their wealth
and ambitions during an era of
historic wealth generation, busi-
ness innovation and impact phi-
lanthropy. The report is based on
surveys, questions and informa-
tion from the UBS Evidence Lab
on over 2,500 billionaires across
75 markets.

‘While 58 per cent of the billion-
aire respondents picked India and
Southeast Asia as their chosen
markets to invest in, only 42 per
cent selected China, the world’s
second-largest economy. North
America was picked by 50 per
cent of those surveyed.

It is not only in investments
that China has seen a fall from a
year ago. The ranks of billionaires
have also fallen. Mainland Chi-
na’s zero-COVID policy slowed
the growth after many years as
the world’s fastest-growing large
economy. There were 540 billion-
aires, down from 626 a year be-
fore. After a decade of significant-
ly increasing, total wealth fell by a
fifth (19.9 per cent) to $2.0 trillion.

However, China is not alone.
With the falling markets, the bil-
lionaire population around the

world has declined. In March
2022, there were 2,688 billion-
aires worldwide worth $12.7
trillion, down from 2,755 indi-
viduals with $13.1 trillion in 2021.
Asia-Pacific was the region with
the largest billionaire popula-
tion globally at 1,084 with a total
wealth of $4.2 trillion, compared
to 1,143 individuals and $4.7 tril-
lion ayear ago. UBS noted that the
total wealth and number of bil-
lionaires are likely to have fallen
further since March due to de-
clines in asset prices.

In contrast to the rest of the
world, India’s billionaire popu-
lation flourished, as it overtook
the UK to become the fifth-larg-
est economy in 2022. India with
a more youthful labour force
also surpassed China as the fast-
est-growing of the world’s major

economies. At the same time,
the number of Indian billion-
aires grew from 140 last year to
166 with their aggregated wealth
expanding by 25.7 per cent to
$749.8 billion.

The number of billionaires in the
United States, home to about a third
of billionaires globally, was also
steadily increasing slightly from
724 in 2021 to 735. Total wealth
rose by 6.9 per cent to $4.7 trillion.

Notably, finance and invest-
ments had the highest number of
billionaires (392 in total) as well as
one of the greatest turnovers. Tak-
en together, their wealth totalled
$1.7 trillion. 50 new billionaires
were created during the year, while
30 dropped from the list. Among
the new billionaires were fintech
disruptors, as well as private eq-
uity and hedge fund partners.

Technology, the second most
populous sector, also experienced
a considerable flux. There were
41 new tech billionaires while 57
disappeared, leaving a total of 348
worth $2.2 trillion. This insta-
bility reflects the dynamism of a
sector where barriers to entry are
low, and innovation is perpetual.

Finally, manufacturers blos-
somed amid extraordinary de-
mand for durable goods, as well as
the emergence of new electric ve-
hicle and battery entrepreneurs.
There were 338 manufacturing
billionaires 2022 worth a total of
$1.1 trillion, with 44 new joiners
and 37 dropouts. -ant
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MUSIC NS
THERAPY

1S EFFEGTIVE
4 IN ANXIETY REDUCTION |
[N GANGER PATIENTS

THE MUSIC THERAPY PROGRAMMING PROVIDED AT SEIDMAN CANCER
CENTRE OFFERS A UNIQUE AND EFFECTIVE MEANS OF SYMPTOM

MANAGEMENT FOR PATIENTS AND FAMILY MEMBERS
THROUGHOUT THEIR CANCER JOURNEY

A recent study by University Hospitals
(UH) Connor Whole Health found that
patients with cancer and sickle cell dis-
ease (SCD) receiving treatment at aca-
demic cancer centres experienced much
less pain and anxiety when receiving
music therapy. Additionally, individuals
with SCD who completed music therapy
reported significantly higher baseline
levels of discomfort and anxiety than
patients with hematologic and/or onco-
logic disorders excluding SCD.

The music therapists at UH Connor
Whole Health provided 4,002 music
therapy sessions to 1,152 patients over
the course of 2,400 encounters at UH
Seidman Cancer Center for this retro-
spective study, making it the largest ex-
amination of the actual efficacy of music
therapy in haematology and oncology
to date. The study was published in the
journal “Integrative Cancer Therapies.”
Key music therapy studies at the Uni-
versity of Houston have previously been
funded by the Kulas Foundation, the na-
tion’s leading source of funding for sci-
entific study in the field. These studies
examined the efficacy of the treatment
in palliative care, surgery, and sickle cell
disease.

“The music therapy programming
provided at Seidman Cancer Centre of-
fers a unique and effective means of
symptom management for patients and
family members throughout their can-
cer journey. In particular, music therapy
services are fully integrated through-
out both inpatient and outpatient units
to provide continuity of care through
transitional periods of treatment,” said
Seneca Block, The Lauren Rich-Fine
Endowed Director of Expressive Thera-
pies at UH Connor Whole Health. UH
Connor Whole Health manages the larg-
est health system-based music therapy
program in the U.S. Board-certified mu-
sic therapists collaborate with provid-
ers across the system to help patients
and their families manage the physi-
cal and emotional toll of an illness or
hospitalization.

Additionally, UH Connor Whole
Health provides a diverse offering of in-
tegrative health and medicine modali-
ties, including acupuncture, chiroprac-
tic, and integrative medicine consults,
that are centered on patients’ entire
well-being.

In “Clinical Delivery and Effective-
ness of Music Therapy in Hematol-
ogy and Oncology: An EMMPIRE Retro-
spective Study,” researchers examined
the clinical delivery and effectiveness
of music therapy at UH Seidman Cancer
Center and compared the effectiveness
of music therapy on pain, anxiety, and
fatigue between adult patients with SCD
as compared to adult patients with he-
matologic and/or oncologic conditions
excluding SCD (the HemOnc group).

Music therapists provided interven-
tions including live music listening, ac-
tive music making, and songwriting to
address patients’ needs including cop-
ing, pain management, anxiety reduc-
tion, and self-expression.

Aspartof clinical care, the music ther-
apists assessed patients’ self-reported
pain, anxiety, and fatigue on a 0 to 10
scale at the beginning and end of each
session and documented their sessions
in the electronic health record.

“What makes this research unique is
our ability to collect all our data within
the electronic health record and then ex-
tract and analyse it to understand the re-
al-world impact of music therapy,” said
Sam Rodgers-Melnick, a music thera-
pist, first author of the study, and a co-
investigator on the EMMPIRE project
(Effectiveness of Medical Music Thera-
py Practice: Integrative Research using
the Electronic Health Record) examin-

ing the effectiveness of music therapy
throughout the UH Health System.

“This research highlights the in-
creased symptom burden that adults
with SCD face in the hospital and the
significant impact that a single session
of music therapy can have on their pain
and anxiety.”

The present study was a 3-year grant
funded from the Kulas Foundation to
Jeffery A. Dusek PhD, Director of Re-
search, UH Connor Whole Health, Block
and Rodgers-Melnick.

Rodgers-Melnick served as the prin-
cipal investigator for the first systematic
research on the use of music therapy for
individuals with SCD and has led multi-
ple studies funded by the Kulas Founda-
tion on the topic since 2014. These stud-
ies support the benefits of music therapy
for managing acute pain, improving self-
efficacy and quality of life, and improv-
ing sickle cell disease knowledge in ado-
lescents and young adults transitioning
from pediatric to adult care.

Results of the recent study showed
that in the combined sample of patients
inthe SCD and HemOnc groups, statisti-
cally significant reductions in pain (1.48
units), anxiety (2.58 units), and fatigue
(0.84 units) were observed, with chang-
es in pain and anxiety exceeding clini-
cally significant thresholds.

Music therapy sessions differed be-
tween the two groups, with interven-
tions including active music making,
songwriting, and song recording being
much more prevalent in the SCD group
than the HemOnc group. Furthermore,
in an analysis of patients’ comments
about music therapy, patients expressed
themes including enjoyment, gratitude,
and improvements in mood, pain, and
anxiety.

“It helps me release the everyday
pressure and stress that is going on,”
said one patient featured in the study’s
qualitative analysis. “I’ve had a lot of
hard times, but this really gives me cour-
age. You gave me a way to articulate my
feelings.” Responses from patients high-
light the importance of music therapists’
expertise in addressing patients’ needs.
As Rodgers-Melnick states, “Our work
goes beyond providing tailored receptive
music interventions to address symp-
toms. The ways in which we build thera-
peutic relationships with patients and
actively engage them in the musical pro-
cess are essential for helping patients to
express their thoughts and feelings and
cope with extended series of treatments
at the cancer centre.”

“Integrative Oncology utilises com-
plementary therapies, such as music
therapy discussed in this study, to im-
prove well-being for those affected by
cancer.

Using an evidence-based approach
and building off research allows us to
confidently build a programme around
supporting patients with integrative
modalities as part of a strategy to man-
age symptoms that they may encounter
through therapies or from cancer,” ex-
plained Santosh Rao, MD, a board-cer-
tified medical oncologist and integrative
medicine provider and Medical Director
of Integrative Oncology at UH Connor
Whole Health.

A genetic test can tell you if you're
certain to develop Alzheimer’s disease.
Tests can only give an estimate of your
likelihood of developing Alzheimer’s that
may be higher or lower than average. Our
study shows that these estimates will be
more accurate if they incorporate more
than just age and genetics. In Veterans,
a history of head injuries and PTSD can
also make a large difference in dementia
risk, so using that information will allow
for more accurate measurement of the
chances of developing dementia.” -an




B6 | TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2022 TIMES OF OMAN

N[ 1 ]

e 15’-'5‘;
<« Z) OO0 rafeeq.om

Migratory birds seen
in Lhasa, Tibet
Picture shows
migratory birds in
Lhunzhub County

of Lhasa, capital of
southwest China’s
Tibet Autonomous
Region. Tibet has built
47 nature reserves
covering a total area
of about 412,200
square Km. xinhua

NETFLIX presenTs
™ ABSOCIATION wiTH REVP & GUILTY BY ASSOCL

= Sidharth Malhotra and Rashmika Mandanna

during the song launch ‘ Rabba Janda’

= Bollywood actor Sidharth Malhotra with actresss
Rashmika Mandanna pose for a photo during the

)5 song launch ‘ Rabba Janda’ from their upcoming

Visitors feed black-headed gqulls
at Haigeng Park in Kunming
Visitors feed black-headed gulls r
at the Haigeng Park in Kunming,
southwest China’s Yunnan
Province. xinhua

film ‘Mission Majnu’, in Mumbai. ani photo

Christmas
celebration in
Tokyo, Japan
People walk
along a street
with Christmas
lights in
Shibuya, Tokyo,
Japan. xinhua

Rail travel in SW
China on fast track
as new line opens
This aerial picture
shows a Fuxing high-
speed train making
a trial run before the
opening of the new
Chengdu-Kunming
Railway in Mianning
County, southwest
China’s Sichuan
Province. xinhua

Tiirkiye upbeat
on tourism
growth for 2023
Picture shows
the Bosphorus
Strait in Istanbul,
Turklye Xinhua
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SUGGESTS

involving 730,187

participants spread
over 63 countries,

revealed how sleep

patterns change
across the lifespan,

and how they differ

LEAS ‘ between countries.
ANEW STUDY led by UCL,

University of East Anglia and
University of Lyon researchers
has found that people sleep less
in mid-adulthood than they do
in early and late adulthood.

Sleep duration declines in
early adulthood until age 33
and then picks up again at age
53, according to the findings
published in Nature Commu-
nications. The study, involving
730,187 participants spread over
63 countries, revealed how sleep
patterns change across the lifes-
pan, and how they differ between
countries.

Study participants were play-
ing the Sea Hero Quest mobile
game, a citizen science venture
designed for neuroscience
research, created by Deutsche
Telekom in partnership with
Alzheimer’s Research UK,
UCL, UEA and game develop-
ers Glitchers. Designed to aid
Alzheimer’s research by shed-
ding light on differences in spa-
tial navigational abilities, over
four million people have played
Sea Hero Quest, contributing
to numerous studies across the
project as awhole.

In addition to completing
tasks testing navigational abil-
ity, anyone playing the game
is asked to answer questions
about demographic character-
istics as well as other questions
that can be useful to neurosci-
ence research, such as on sleep
patterns.

The researchers, led by Pro-
fessor Hugo Spiers (UCL Psy-
chology & Language Sciences)
and Dr Antoine Coutrot (CNRS,
University of Lyon) found that
across the study sample, people
sleep an average of 7.01 hours
per night, with women sleeping
7.5 minutes longer than men on
average. They found that the
youngest participants in the
sample (minimum age 19) slept
the most, and sleep duration
declined throughout people’s
20s and early 30s before pla-
teauing until their early 50s and
increasing again. The pattern,
including the newly-identified
key time points of age 33 when
declining sleep plateaus and 53
for sleep to increase again, was
the same for men and women,
and across countries and edu-
cation levels.

The researchers say the
decline in sleep during mid-life
may be due to the demands of
childcare and working life.

Professor Spiers said: “Previ-
ous studies have found associa-
tions between age and sleep
duration, but ours is the first
large study to identify these
three distinct phases across
the life course. We found that
across the globe, people sleep
less during mid-adulthood, but
average sleep duration varies
between regions and between
countries.”

People who report sleep-
ing the most are in Eastern
European countries such as
Albania, Slovakia, Romania and
the Czech Republic, reporting
20-40 minutes extra sleep per
night and the least in South
East Asian countries including
the Philippines, Malaysia and
Indonesia. People in the United
Kingdom reported sleeping
slightly less than average. Peo-
ple tended to sleep a bitless in
countries closer to the equator.

The researchers found
that navigational ability was
unaffected by sleep duration
for most of the sample, except
for among older adults (aged
54-70) whose optimal sleep
duration was seven hours,
although they caution that the
findings among older adults
might be impacted by under-
lying health conditions. -ant
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Honor X6 debuts in Oman with
MHD-ITICS as exclusive distributor

The Honor X6 is equipped with a triple

camera system that includes a 50MP main

camera, a 2MP macro camera and a 2MP

depth camera, an ultra-large 5000 mAh

battery and expandable storage to go along
with its 4GB+64GB memory

MUSCAT: MHD-ITICS officially
announced its appointment as the
exclusive distributor for Honor
mobiles in Oman during an event
held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Qurum on December 22 to launch
the Honor X6.

Delegates present from Honor
included House Ma - GCC CEO,
Amol Govind Sonake - VP, GCC
Sales, Jack Chen - Product Manag-
er, GCC and Russell Huo - Country
Manager, Oman who attended the
event along with the management
team of MHD-ITICS.

Addressingthe event, House Ma,

GCC CEO, Honor stated, “Honor
team considers Oman as one of
our key strategic markets in the
Middle East. Our partnership with
the consumer division of MHD-
ITICS is the result of our study of
their excellent distribution net-
work, logistics capabilities, and
infrastructure. Through this stra-
tegic partnership, we are target-
ing accelerated growth in market
share for Honor. Their inherent
zeal for business, responsible and
practical distribution practices
and an unwavering commitment
to delivering best-in-class cus-

Bank Muscat’s
DigiTrade well
received by bank’s
corporate customers

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat’s new
trade portal DigiTrade, which was
launched earlier this year has been
well-received by the bank’s corpo-
rate and institutional customers for
facilitating online initiation of trade
transactions and real-time tracking.

Introduced in line with the
bank’s customer-centric vision
“To serve you better, everyday”
and commitment to digital trans-
formation in line with Oman Vi-
sion 2040, Bank Muscat DigiTrade
helps corporate customers log in
from their office or home and per-
form a number of paperless trans-
actions for different trade prod-
ucts and services.

Corporate customers have par-
ticularly benefited from the single
sign-on process using their Online
Banking credentials instead of
having to visit a branch and submit
requests in person during regular
banking hours.

In particular, the new trade por-
tal enables speedier, efficient and
highly-secure trade-financing so-
lutions for corporate customers
who will receive auto notifications
and email alerts upon the process-
ing of transactions by the bank,
and can generate electronic copies
of all transaction advice and re-
lated Swift messages. Easy-to-use

templates, an in-built search tool
for easy retrieval of records, and
a calendar menu option to sched-
ule transactions are some of the
other salient features of the Bank
Muscat DigiTrade, which is easily
accessed through the bank’s online
banking platform.

Bank Muscat, which is recog-
nised as one of the leading Trade
Finance providers in the region
provides tailor-made global trade
products and services as part of its
trade financing solutions, which
are simple to use and come with a
highly-competitive pricing struc-
ture. The bank issues Letters of
Credit, all types of Guarantees,
Standby LCs, handles documents
under collection, offers document
checking services under export
Letters of Credit, confirms Let-
ters of Credit and provides various
trade financing solutionsincluding
receivable financing, trust receipt
financing etc., and facilitates se-
cured trade payments and receipts
between buyers and sellers. With
a strong network of over 500 cor-
respondent banks across the globe
and a highly-experienced pool of
trade specialists, Bank Muscat of-
fers a number of customised solu-
tions to meet the varying demands
of'its customers.

[

tomer service is what inspired
Honor to work with MHD-ITICS.
This alliance will also improve
the availability of our products in
the market, enhance the shopping
experience of our customers and
will help us achieve our ambitious

business goals,” he added.

During the event, Honor
launched its new smartphone -
Honor X6, which is the latest ad-
dition to its state-of-the-art ‘X
series’. The Honor X6 is equipped
with a triple camera system that

includes a 50MP main camera, a
2MP macro camera and a 2MP
depth camera, an ultra-large 5000
mAh battery and expandable stor-
age to go along with its 4GB+64GB
memory. Users can effortlessly
capture, record and express them-

selves creatively through photog-
raphy. Fitted out with a 6.5-inch
Honor Full-View Display, it offers
an excellent viewing experience.

Coupled with a host of eye care
features including eye comfort
mode and dark mode, the Honor
X6 delivers an incredibly comfort-
able viewing experience in a variety
of user circumstances, making it
ideal for reading articles, stream-
ing movies, or browsing images in
sunlight or poorly lit environments.

MHD-ITICS, under the guid-
ance of Lujaina Mohsin Darwish,
has achieved commendable growth
in recent years. Moreover, the com-
pany has been at the forefront of
setting high benchmarks in the in-
dustry and supporting local talent.
The core management team has
devised a three-pronged business
strategy that includes growing ex-
isting businesses, expanding into
adjacencies and diversifying into
new business areas. As a key part
of the organisation, the consumer
division has always endeavoured
to bring customers in Oman the lat-
est technologies and products. The
strategic partnership with Honor
represents a milestone for the com-
pany in this direction.

Danube Home’s customised kitchen solutions
combine great style and functionality

MUSCAT: Danube Home the re-
gion’s leading one-stop-shop for
home improvement and furnish-
ing needs has a one-stop solution
for customers looking for the per-
fect kitchen.

With a range of stylish and func-
tional kitchen fittings, designed to
suit the tastes and needs of every
family - from space saving storage
to state-of-the-art design innova-
tion and beyond, Danube Home is
setting a new standard for home
kitchens. Apart from the stellar
range of products, Danube Home
also offers a Design and Develop
service that helps customers design
their dream kitchens, from scratch.

Danube Home offers free kitch-
en designing and consultation
services. The in-house interior
design expert starts with an initial
consultation with the customer,

to understand their specific re-
quirements in order to design a
seamless workspace.

The team uses the blueprint of
the kitchen provided by the cus-
tomer and performs a site visit
to take accurate measurements.
The designers then create the
perfect kitchen and present it to
customers. Once the final design

is locked, the customers can sign
off on the project and watch their
dream kitchen come to life.

The expert Danube Home De-
sign and Develop team works with
awide variety of kitchen styles and
can recommend the ideal solution
based on the available space - from
islands, to parallel and U-shaped
kitchens and more. Customers can

also choose from a variety of natu-
ral or modern finishes like mela-
mine finish, lacquer finish, acrylic
finish and PVC finish, depending
on their specific tastes. Danube
Home products are affordably
priced and our design team is ex-
pert in working within budgetary
and time constraints.

To make the process even easi-
er, Danube Home offers the option
of kitchen designs that come with
built-in appliances like refrigera-
tors, ovens, stove, chimneys, dish-
washers and washing machines so
customers can maximise the use
of their kitchens. What’s more,
all Danube Home Kitchens come
with a warranty of up to 30 years
so customers can be assured that
Danube Homeis justa call away in
case of any issue and your kitchen
will remain perfect for along time.

Sheraton Oman’s GM shares 2022 journey

MUSCAT: After another busy and
exciting year hasjust flown by, here
we are again, counting down the fi-
nal days until the New Year.

It is no secret that the past year
for us has been quite inspiring, es-
pecially with all the improvement
projects we have undertaken. We
had plenty of meetings and events
held at the hotel, proving the award
by the International Travel Awards
- “Leading Business Hotel 2022”.
Sheraton Oman Hotel has set the
trends in terms of MICE and out-
side catering services in Oman. The
hotel features meeting rooms with
natural daylight and the largest
hotel ballroom in the country. This
along with high service standards
make it a famous and favourite spot
for different events, including but
not limited to exhibitions, confer-
ences, weddings, etc.

Our chefs and kitchen teams are
well respected in the care sector
and the wider catering industry.
We offer a bespoke service that is
unrivalled. Our Outside Catering
Team is committed to delivering
an exciting choice of food that
doesn’t cost the earth. And we are

[

Samir Messaoudi, General
Manager, Sheraton Oman

proud to have been nominated in
the Outside Catering Team of the
Year category by Caterer Middle
East Awards 2022.

Each outside catering is not just
aservice; itis a project for a Shera-
ton Oman Hotel team.

Some of you may have visited
CIiff Deck in Muscat Bay, the In-
stagram-worthy café with stun-
ning views. It started as a catered
service, where the hotel delivered
daily services to Muscat Bay vil-
las and a Muscat Bay outlet. By

partnering with Oman Aquarium,
the hotel catered to the guests
for indulgent Iftar daily during
Ramadan 2022 in an unmatched
underwater setting. And now are
serving afternoon tea every Fri-
day and Saturday.

Speaking about Afternoon Tea,
most of you must have tried it at
Sheraton Oman. Our customised
cakes and Omani Halwa are well
known not only in Oman but UAE
too. In the New Year, we will con-
tinue welcoming our guests to our
theme nights: the newly launched
Delhi-Lahori night with a fusion
of Indian and Pakistani cuisines
on Wednesdays, Thursday Gau-
cho Night in our signature Asado
Steakhouse and Omani Sabla
Night with traditional favourite
Omani cuisine on Fridays.

Hotelier Power ME has marked
us in the following categories:
General manager, Executive Chef,
Housekeeping Leader and Mar-
keting Manager.

We have also won the World
Travel Awards in the category of
“Oman’s Leading Hotel 2022

National Hospitality Institute

has awarded a few of our Oman
talents in the category of Sales
Person, Events Person, Concierge
and Kitchen Assistant.

I would like to thank our asso-
ciates for their continuous dedi-
cation and support. Thank you
for your hard work and devotion
to our common goals and we're
excited to see what kind of work
we’ll achieve together this year!

Oman’s market is emerging and
we extend our gratitude to all our
supporters who have been with
us through thick and thin. I would
like to thank them for their con-
tinuous support towards Shera-
ton Oman and I hope that our
friendship grows many folds in
the New Year.

I want to give my warmest
thanks to our Marriott Bonvoy
members for your support this
year, to our event guests for attend-
ing, and to all our friends for follow-
ing our journey. In 2023 we want to
be able to serve you even better and
provide you with as much value as
possible. As always, your comfort,
well-being, and safety continue to
be our highest priorities.
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FOR COST
EFFECTIVE
EXHIBITION
BOOTHS/
DISPLAY
STANDS

Call us on

99614066

Contact us on wefix@mmg.om
or call/whatsApp 99614066/ 95405033
to make customized exhibition booths





https://download.thawani.om/




	A00A - 6Thawani
	A00B - Novagram
	A01
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B03
	B04
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	B08A We Fix
	e-paper back-full size



