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MEET ON PROMOTING TOURIST
SPOTS INNORTH AL BATINAH

The tourism committee of the
Oman Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (OCCI) branch in
North Al Batinah Governorate,
held a meeting to discuss its
participation in a campaign to
promote tourist attractions in the
Wilayat of North Al Batinah. >A2
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HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN
CONGRATULATES KING OF MOROCCO

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has
sent a cable of congratulations to King Mohammed VI of
the Kingdom of Morocco on the occasion of his birthday.
In his cable, His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere
congratulations along with his best wishes of good
health, wellbeing and a long life to King Mohammed
VI, praying to the Almighty Allah for the return of
this and similar occasions on King Mohammed

and on his country’s people with achievement of
aspirations of further progress and prosperity.-oNA
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Road mishaps
killed aver 20
childrenin’21

Times News Service

MUSCAT: More than 53 per
cent of road traffic accidents
in 2021 were caused by speed-
ing and over 20 children under
the age of 7 years were among
the victims. Traffic accidents in
Oman during 2021 caused the
death of 24 children under the
age of 7 years, at a rate of two
children every month, accord-
ing to a National Centre for Sta-
tistics and Information (NCSI)
report. >FULL STORY ON A3
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EU plans to stretch
monkeypox jab supply

The European Medicines

Agency (EMA) on

Friday approved a way
of stretching supplies of the
Imvanex monkeypox vaccine to
inoculate up to five times more
people.>AB6

Witnessing great
panaromic views
of Salalah

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Ministry plans Jabal
Akhdar tourism fest

The Ministry of Heritage

and Tourism has unveiled

the first-of-a-kind tourism
festival for Al Jabal Al Akhdar. To
be known as Al Jabal Al Akhdar
Tourism Festival, it will take
place between August 23 and 27
2022.>A2

Sohar International
authorised capital up

Sohar International
3 Extraordinary General
Meeting held for its
shareholders on August 18
has approved an increase in
its authorised share capital to
OMRA1 billion. >B1

VALUE OF INSURED SALES
OF OMANI EXPORTS SOAR
BY 173% IN FIRST HALF

Credit Oman
continues efforts to
encourage Omani
product exports to
world markets by
giving protection to
exporters and local

vendors

MUSCAT: The total value of
insured sales of Omani exports
and the local sales in the first half
of this year surged by 179 percent
to reach OMR153.404 million
compared to OMR55.032 during
the same period in 2021.

Credit Oman in a statement
to the Oman News Agency said
the bulk of value of insured sales
of exports from the Sultanate of
Omanto the other countries stood
at OMR93.630 million registering
an increase of 183 percent com-
pared to the same period of last

year at OMR33.079 million.

The total value of insured
sales for local sales amounted
to OMR59.773 million, an in-
crease of 172 percent compared
to OMR21. 952 million during the
same period in 2021.

Credit Oman said it is extend-
ing continued efforts to encour-
age exports and Omani prod-
ucts to reach the world markets
through protection of exporters
and local vendors against com-

mercial and non-commercial
risks related to bankruptcy or in-
solvency of buyers or their failure
in repayment after acceptance of
the goods that meet the terms of
the contract of export.

Credit Oman also contributes
to the growth of the volume of
the business of exporters and lo-
cal sellers through the increase
of the volume of production and
exports, the company said its
statement. - ona
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Meet held on promoting tourist
attractions in North Al Batinah

SOHAR: The tourism com-
mittee of the Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
branch in North Al Batinah Gov-
ernorate, held a meeting to discuss
its participation in a campaign to

promote tourist attractions in the
Wilayat of North Al Batinah.
Abdulaziz Mohammed Al Ajmi,
Head of the committee, said that
the panel is taking steps to prepare
avision for the tourism promotion

campaign scheduled to be held in
October 2022.

The campaign coincides with
Oman’s hosting a round of the
World Men’s Volleyball Beach Pro
Tour Futures. —ona
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SALE OF USEE
(RENT-A-CAR)
VEHICLES

Kia Rio, Suzuki Ciaz,
Nissan Sunny, Toyota Yaris &
Toyota Corolla.

Weinvite offers for purchase of the
above vehicles. Highest bidder for an

individual car will be given preference.
Anyone can bid, even for asingle car.

Tender form can be collected from
our Head Office, Gr. Muttrah.

Contact Mr. Gopi
Tel: +968 24765557
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Tourism festival
tobe held in Al
Jabal Al Akhdar

The extravaganza,
to be known as Al
Jabal Al Akhdar
Tourism Festival, is
scheduled to take
place between 23
and 27 August 2022

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism has unveiled
the first-of-a-kind tourism festi-
val in the Wilayat of Al Jabal Al
Akhdar (Green Mountain), Gov-
ernorate of A’Dakhiliyah.

The extravaganza, to be known
as Al Jabal Al Akhdar Tourism
Festival, is scheduled to take
place between 23 and 27 August
2022. It is being organised in co-
operation with Office of Governor

of A’Dakhiliyah, Office of the Wali
of Al Jabal Al Akhdar and ‘Oman
on horseback’ team.

The festival features a vari-
ety of entertainment and tour-
ism events that shed light on the
uniquetourist potential of Oman’s
Al Jabal Al Akhdar (Green Moun-
tain) area. It will highlight tourist
trends, as well as innovative ini-
tiatives for encouraging domestic
tourism and attracting different
segments of visitors.

The festival includes activities
like mountain adventures under-

taken by horse riders. It will also
be an opportunity to highlight the
pomegranate season and its sig-
nificance to the local community.

The event fits with the ap-
proaches of Oman Vision 2040,
through emphasis on social wel-
fare programmes and balanced
economic development for the
country’s governorates.

Organised at a height of 3,000
metres above sealevel, Al Jabal Al
Akhdar Tourism Festival is set to
be an exotic annual extravaganza
in its own right. — ona
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Road accidents
killed over 20
children in 2021

On an average two
children fell victim
to traffic accidents
every month during
the course of last
year, according to
NCSTI’s traffic

system report

Times News Service

MUSCAT: More than 53 per
cent of road traffic accidents in
2021 were caused by speeding
and over 20 children under the
age of 7 years were victims of
these accidents.

Traffic accidents in the Sultan-
ate of Oman during 2021 caused
the death of 24 children under the
age of 7 years, at a rate of two chil-
dren every month, according to the
traffic system report published by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI).

According to the report, 84 chil-
dren under the age of 7 were injured
in the traffic accidents last year,
constituting 5.3 per cent of the total
traffic accident victims in 2021.

The report also revealed that
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The Midday Update video had 1,600
views and reached 3,100 people on
Facebook.

The Maghrib
Minute video
4 newswrap in
~  Hindi
The Maghrib Minute video news-
wrap in Hindi had 717 views and
33 likes on Instagram.

more than half of the deaths in
traffic accidents were in the age
group of 26 to 50 years, thatis, 221
people, constituting 51.2 per cent
of'the traffic deaths in Oman.

Over 53 percent or 820 traffic
accidents in 2021 were caused
by speed, 282 due to misconduct,
453 due to negligence, 122 caused
by disregard for safe distance
norms, 56 due to overtaking, 41
due to defects in vehicle and 65
traffic accidents were caused by
other reasons.
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Indian School Darsait to host science,
technology and innovation mega event

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Science Technol-
ogy and Innovation (STAI), the
mega event which is conducted
under the aegis of the Board of Di-
rectors, Indian Schools in Oman
for the Academic Year 2022-23,
ishosted by Indian School Darsait
in a blended form. It is a platform
for young brains to explore their
talents and to apply their ingen-
ious skills.

STAI attempts to spread an in-
terest, develop the curiosity and
kindle the young minds to think
beyond the horizons and to feel
the euphoria as they progress in
inventions in the field of Math-
ematics, Science and IT.

A press meet in this connection
was organised on Saturday, 20th
August 2022 at Indian School
Darsait. Dr Sivakumar Manick-
am, Chairman, Board of Direc-
tors, Indian Schools in Oman who
chaired the press meet shared
the details of the upcoming mega
event STAI-2022.

The other officials from the

Board of Directors who attended
the press meet were Syed Salman,
Vice Chairman, Ashwini Sawri-
kar, Finance Director, Sirajudeen
Nhelat, Academic Chair and Vino-
ba M.P. Senior Principal and Edu-

E TECHNOLDGY.
MBI ATION

cation Advisor. From Indian School
Darsait Ajit Vasudevan, Convenor
- SMC and In Charge - STAT 2022,
and Amar Srivastava, Principal
were present during the press meet.

STAI 2022 comes with a tag
line ‘Ingenious Creative Mind’
which showcases talented stu-
dents from Indian Schools across
Oman and for the first time bind-
ing private schools in the Sultan-
ate too under one umbrella. The
event fascinates the science en-
thusiasts from different schools
who collaborate to share their
common interest and take great
inputs, to dwell in the moment
and to accelerate their views and
skills for their further develop-
ment in the chosen fields.

A total number of 18 schools
have registered with around 400
participants for various events in

the field of science, mathematics
and IT showcasing their insatia-
ble hunger for creating and pre-
senting brand new innovations
which include code wars, mobile
app development, digital sympo-
sium, science and mathematics
exhibition, science skit, and e-
Magazine. The inaugural ceremo-
ny of the event will be held on 27th
August and on 3rd September an
exhibition showcasing the talents
of students in Science and Math-
ematics is arranged followed by
the valedictory function.

The imagination and efforts of
the aspiring young scientists of
classes V to XII under the jun-
ior and senior category are set to
enthrall the audience. The event
will be inaugurated by Dr. Ali
Saud Al Bimani, Vice Chancel-
lor, National University of Sci-

-1

GREAT ENTHUSIASM AND PATRIOTISM: The Ambassador of India to the Sultanate of Oman and

other dignitaries at the ceremony. — supplied picture

Indian School Bousher holds 76th
Independence Day celebrations

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The 76th Independ-
ence Day of India was celebrated
with great enthusiasm and patri-
otic fervour on the 15th August
2022, as “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav” in Indian School Bousher.

It was a Red-letter Day in the
history of ISB as the Chief Guest
the Ambassador of India to the
Sultanate of Oman, His Excel-
lency Shri Amit Narang and
Mrs. Divya Narang along with
Indian Navy’s Contingent from
INS Chennai under Commander
Praveen Mathur, Lieutenant
Commanders Abhay Dwivedi and
Gulshan Kumar graced this mo-
mentous occasion.

The event was attended by Dr.
Sivakumar Manickam, Chairman
Board of Directors, Syed Salman,
Vice Chairman of the Board, Ash-
wini Sawrikar, Finance Director
of the Board, Vinoba M.P., Senior
Principal and Education Advi-
sor Ajayan Poyyara, President
School Management committee,
Dr Anchan CK. Vice President
School Management Committee,
and the officials from the Indian
Embassy, the Members of the
School Management Committee,
Bhavesh Bhalerao, Principal of
Indian School Bousher, teachers,
students and their parents.

His Excellency Shri Amit Na-
rang witnessed the march past
parade of contingents from the
Indian Schools in the capital
area, viz., Indian School Muscat,
Indian School Darsait, Indian
School Wadi Kabir, Indian School
Al Ghubra, Indian School Al Seeb,
and Indian School Bousher.

All the Indian Schools dis-
played the parade marvelously.

The programme commenced
with a patriotic song by the
School Choir.

His Excellency the Ambassa-
dor addressed the gathering with
hisinfluential speech in apprecia-
tion of students for their dedica-
tion and love towards the Nation.

He explicated the meaning of
freedom by quoting the famous
talisman of Mahatma Gandhi,
“Whenever you are in doubt, or
when the self becomes too much
with you, apply the following test
— Recall the face of the poorest
and the weakest man whom you
may have seen, and ask yourself, if
the step you contemplate is going
to be of any use to him.”

His Excellency also shared val-
uable inputs from the President
of India’s Address to the Nation.

It was followed by a patriotic
dance performance by the stu-
dents depicting various States of
India through colourful gesture

and rhythm.

A video from the tiny tots from
Grade 1 & 2 depicted the tableau
representing some of the Indian
states’ attire and culture. It was
well-appreciated by one and all.

His Excellency Shri Amit Na-
rang was felicitated by Chairman
Dr. Sivakumar Manickam and Fi-
nance Director Ashwini Sawrikar.

The Naval officers were fe-
licitated by President Mr. Ajayan
Poyyara and Vice President Dr.
Anchan CK.

The Indian Navy contingent was
honoured by other School Manage-
ment Committee members. The
event was memorialised by the
presence of the dignitaries from the
Board of Directors and the School
Management Committee.

The Dance performance on Pa-
triotic theme was performed by
the students with their graceful
movements and expressions.

The event concluded with the
Vote of Thanks.

His Excellency Shri Amit Na-
rang was escorted to inaugurate
‘Green Studio — Bousherian’s Buzz’,
the new opening for the Indian
School Bousher YouTube Channel.

The Honourable Guest inaugu-
rated the Studio for the YouTube
channel and it was a grandiose
moment for Indian School Boush-
er to be cherished forever.

ence and Technology.

Dr. Sivakumar Manickam in his
address appreciated the efforts
and time put in by the administra-
tors, teachers and students of all
the participating schools and high-
lighted the importance of science
and technology in children’s life.

He added that the research and
efforts will provide the students
innumerable opportunities for
the advancement of career and
to pursue the field of interest,
equipped with enhanced creative
theories and adaptations or dis-
coveries which could pave their
path to reach greater heights.

The Chairman spelled out the
significant achievements of the
Board during the past two years.
The Board has started Indian
School Virtual Learning Envi-
ronment and Samriddhi Center
for Excellence in Learning and
Teaching through which Psycho-
metric Assessment was carried
out in February this year for the
students of Classes IX and X. A
similar test will be conducted in
view of Avenir 2022 for all senior
students to measure their skills,
talent and ability which will help
them in selecting the stream or
their carrier.

8% Full story @ timesofoman.com/oman

Omani cultural evening held

MUSCAT: The Sultan Qaboos
Centre for Culture in Washington
organised an Omani cultural even-
ing, introducing the civilization,
history and the renewed renais-
sance witnessed by the Sultanate
of Oman.

The evening’s activities includ-

ed introducing the Omani civiliza-
tion and history and the renewable
renaissance witnessed by Oman,
and its rich tourism components
and heritage and cultural materi-
als, in addition to displaying some
Omani industries, products and
food. — Times News Service

750 bed capacity
Jifnain area.

Facilities include:

LABOUR CAMP

AVAILABLE FOR RENT

RCC / Prefab Labour Camp with 500 -

+ Spacious rooms with different sizes which
can accommodate 2 to 6 labourers.

* Cots & Cupboards

+ Catering Mess Facility

* Round-the-clock Water & Electricity

* GYM & Recreation area

* Volleyball and Badminton Courts

L CC"'zc: I
GSM: 95135636

available on rent at

MUSCAT MUNICIPALITY
Advertisement No. 26/2022
Muscat Municipality invites interested companies to the following tenders: L\f

Tender No. Tender Documents | Last date for | Last date for | Deadline for [td
Description Fee inguires obtaining Tender .

submission | Tender Docs. | Submission >

2

Supply of 25/ DS

upply 0 : 3

66/2022/MM/- | pyymbing OMR | 06092022 | 22/092022 | 20/09/2022 »
PA-21 Materials rLC
67/2022/MM- | Supply of Pantng | 2| osoarzoz2 | 220092022 | 260972022 | |
Supply of P

68/2022/MM/- E[e‘f,‘;%;a[ 25/- 06/09/2022 | 22/09/2022 | 26/09/2022 | |58
PA-23 Moae OMR >
aterials %

o)

| Supply Equipment : >
69/2022/MM- | 4 Food Inspec- | 22~ | 06/09/2002 | 22/09/2022 | 26/09/2022 | | &
L tion Sector CMR

Specialized Companies with a valid registration certificate from Tender Board can obtain tender
documents from the website through the following link: htips://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om.
Starting from the date of this announcement until the end of deadline mentioned above.

Bidders shall submit their offers electronically through link mentioned above.

Tender Bonds shall be E-Bond as per details mentioned in E-Tendering and to be submitted
through E-Tendering system, addressed to Muscat Municipality and valid for (90) days starting
from the deadline for submission.

Tender not accompanied by a tender bond will be rejected.

Clarifications and support:
For any inquiries regarding tenders, please contact us through e-tendering
website: (https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)
For technical support of e-tendering system, please send an email to (etenderhd@mtc.gov.om)
or call (+96824402200).

For technical support of E-Bond through e-tendering system please send an email to)
esnad@gsth.gov.om(or call (+96824402200/24402330).

Website: www.mm.gov.om
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EU approves plan
to stretch supplies of
monkeypox vaccine

The European
Medicines Agency
said the Imvanex jab
can now he given just
below the top layer of
skin instead of fully

below the skin

BRUSSELS: The European
Union’s drug regulator on Fri-
day approved a way of stretching
supplies of the monkeypox vaccine
totreatup to five times more people.

The European Medicines Agen-
cy (EMA) said the Imvanex jab can
now be given just below the top
layer of skin (intradermally), in-
stead of fully below the skin (sub-
cutaneously).

The advice is in line with the ap-
proach endorsed by US regulators,
who backed using one vial of Ba-
varian Nordic’s vaccine to admin-
ister up to five separate doses.

The Amsterdam-based agency
said the temporary measure would
allow EU states to stretch out their
limited stocks of the vaccine.

Similar level of

protection offered

Despite giving one-fifth of the
originally intended dose, the shot
produces similar levels of antibod-
ies, a statement from EMA said,
adding, however, that there was a

h_l
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greater risk of skin irritation.

People still need to get two dos-
es, about four weeks apart.

European Health Commission-
er Stella Kyriakides said the deci-
sion was “extremely important
as it allows the vaccination of five
times as many people with the vac-
cine supply we have.”

“This ensures greater access to
vaccination for citizens at risk and
health care workers,” she said in a
statement.

The unusual recommendation
acknowledges that there are ex-
tremely limited supplies of the
vaccine, which was originally de-
veloped against smallpox.

Bavarian Nordic has said it ex-
pects to have about 16 million dos-
es available this year.

Germany currently

giving just one dose

Due to the lack of available vi-
als, Britain, Canada and Germany
are administering one dose per
person instead of two, which may
offerless orless-durable protection.

The EMA authorized Imvanex
in July based on experimental
data that suggested it would work;
the World Health Organization
has estimated that the shot is
about 85% effective at preventing
monkeypox.

The latest outbreak of monkey-
pox is unusual as it has occurred
in more than 80 countries outside
of Africa, where it does not usually
spread.

More than 40,000 confirmed
cases, including a handful of

India contributes $400,000
to UN trust funds, underlines
1ts support for human rights

GENEVA : Reflecting its commit-
ment to global promotion and pro-
tection of human rights and sup-
port for UN Human Rights, India
has contributed $400,000 to four
voluntary trust funds.

The funds are for Victimes of
Torture, Technical Cooperation,
Implementation of Universal Pe-
riodic Review (UPR) and for sup-
porting participation of least de-
veloped countries (LDCs)/ Small
Island Developing States (SIDs).
In a Tweet, India’s Permanent
Mission of India at UN wrote,
“Reflecting our commitment to
global promotion & protection of
human rights and support for @
UNHumanRights India has con-
tributed $ 400,000 to 4 Voluntary
Trust Funds on Torture, Technical
Cooperation, Implementation of
UPR & LDCs/SIDS.”

As a founding member of the
United Nations, India strongly
supports the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN and has made
significant contributions to imple-
menting the goals of the Charter,

and the evolution of the UN’s spe-
cialized programmes and agencies.

India’s deepening engagement
with the United Nations is based
on its steadfast commitment to
multilateralism and dialogue
as the key for achieving shared
goals and addressing common
challenges.

India strongly believes that the
United Nations and the norms of
international relations that it has
fostered remain the most effica-
cious means for tackling today’s

global challenges including those
related to sustainable development,
poverty eradication, environment,
climate change, peace building and
peacekeeping, terrorism, disarma-
ment, human rights, migration and
health and pandemics.

The UN also has an important
role in new emerging areas such
as cyber security, space and fron-
tier technologies like Artificial
Intelligence.

India is steadfast in its efforts to
work with the comity of Nations
in the spirit of multilateralism to
achieve comprehensive and equita-
ble solutions to all global challenges.

As a strong votary of reformed
multilateralism, India favours a
comprehensive reform ofthe Unit-
ed Nations and its institutions, to
make them reflective of 21st cen-
tury realities, thereby facilitating
stronger collective action.

In 2007, India became the first
country to deploy an all-women
contingent for Formed Police Unit
tothe UN peacekeeping mission in
Liberia. ant
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deaths, have been confirmed.

Monkeypox cases up 20%
in two weeks

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said this week that
monkeypox cases had increased by
20% over the past two weeks.

The global health body reported
that nearly all infections have been
reported in men who have sex with
other men. Monkeypox spreads
when people have close physical
contact with an infected person’s
lesions, their clothing or bedsheets.

Most people recover without
needing treatment, but the lesions
can be extremely painful and more
severe cases can result in compli-
cations including brain inflamma-
tion or even death. ow
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Two pilots flying at
37000 feet fall asleep,
miss runway to land

NEW DELHI: Two pilots fly-
ing a plane from Sudan to Ethio-
pia fell asleep when the aircraft
was 37,000 feet above sea level,
and missed their landing. The
incident happened on Monday
(August 15), and the pilots subse-
quently succeeded in safely land-
ing the aircraft without reporting
any injuries, according to The
Aviation Herald.

Flight ET-343 - a Boeing 737
- was scheduled to land at the
Addis Ababa airport. The Herald
report said the aircraft continued
past the top of descent and fol-
lowed the route planned by the
Flight Management Computer
(FMC) without, however, de-
scending.

Aviation analyst Alex Mach-
eras tweeted: “Deeply concerning
incident at Africa’s largest air-

line — Ethiopian Airlines Boeing
737 #ET343 was still at cruising
altitude of 37,000ft by the time
it reached destination Addis
Ababa. Why hadn’t it started to
descend for landing? Both pilots
were asleep.”

The flight was on autopi-
lot mode the whole time the
pilots were asleep and failed to
descend.

The Air Traffic Controllers
(ATC) tried to contact them mul-
tiple times but did not receive a
response. When the flight over-
flew the runway, the autopilot
got disconnected, and sounded
an alarm. It was this sound that
finally woke the pilots up. They
quickly maneouvered the air-
craft and safely landed it nearly
25 minutes after overflying the
runway. ant

Rail strikes bring transport
network to a crawl in London

LONDON: Rail strikes broad-
ened to the entire country on

Saturday, following two days of

disruption in London on local
services, as workers across vari-
ous sectors pushed for pay hikes,
among other demands.

Transport for London (TfL),
responsible for most of the capi-
tal’s network, said on its website
that Saturday’s strike “will affect

all National Rail train operating

companies on Saturday.”

TfL advised people to “only
travel on national rail services if

absolutely necessary.”

Meanwhile, buses services are
expected to be affected in west
and southwest London, and parts
of Surrey and Tube services will
also probably face some disrup-
tions, TfL said.

The disruptions are likely to
spill over to Sunday.

Unions striking over jobs,
pay and pensions

On Friday, a strike by London Un-
derground workers brought the
British capital’s transport system

to a grinding halt. This came a
day after a nationwide walkout by

railway staff.

The members of the Rail, Mari-
time and Transport Union are
striking over jobs, pay and pen-
sions, amid decades-high infla-
tion and soaring cost of living.

Commuters, having a harrow-
ing time due to the strikes, appear
to be unsympathetic to the cause.

“I’'m not happy at all about this
strike. I didn’t think much about
what they’re claiming. I'm more
focused about how I'm going to
get to work now,” Arlene Morson,
a 52-year-old sales consultant,
told AFP.

Then again, French finance
worker Joachim, 21, told AFP he
was slightly confused about all
the fuss: “When I look at France
and the number of strikes — here
the metro closes for one day and

everyone talks about it!”

Labor disputes brewing as
costs of living rise

The dispute has continued for
several months now, with several
strikes during that period.

The UK government has taken
a hard line on strikes, refusing
to participate further in talks on
the modernizations and reforms
that form part of the unions’
complaints.

Currently, the government’s
lame duck status — with Bo-
ris Johnson still in 10 Downing
Street while the Conservative
Party’s longwinded leadership
contest drags on — makes any
action from Transport Minister
Grant Shapps or the government
even less likely. ow
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Gotabavya Rajapaksa set for return to Sri Lanka next week: Report

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s former
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
is all set to return next week to
the island nation that he was
forced to flee in July after massive
protests against him, local media
reported.

Former Sri Lankan Ambassador
to Russia, Udayanga Weeratunga,
who is also related to Gotabaya,

hinted that Rajapaksa will return
to the country on August 24, the
Daily Mirror said on Wednesday.
Sri Lanka has been facing its worst
economic crisis, which led to mas-
sive protests in the country that
forced Rajapaksa to flee abroad
and also hand in his resignation
last month.

Responding to a question on

Rajapaksha’s return, Weeratunga
said, “The date could change.I am
saying it with responsibility to-
day. I can’t help if he changes the
date later.”

Weeratunga was arrested in
February 2022 and released on
bail several months later told me-
diapersons after giving a state-
ment to the Criminal Investiga-

tion Department with regard to
embezzling millions of US dollars
in a deal connected to procure-
ment of MiG-27 fighter jets to Sri
Lanka from Ukraine in 2006, when
Rajapaksa served as the Secretary
to the Defence Ministry.

When asked whether Gota-
baya Rajapaksa would engage in
politics again,Weeratunga said he

was not a clever politician but a
clever officer.

“I don’t think our people should
be foolish again. He is not a clev-
er person as a politician. He is a
clever military officer. He does not
have any qualities that Mahinda
Rajapaksa has. That is why he got
all wrong,” he added as quoted by
Daily Mirror.

Weeratunga said the former
President Rajapaksha would ren-
der service to the country.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa arrived
in Thailand last week following
his departure from Singapore. He
was granted entry into Thailand
following a request from the Sri
Lankan government, according to
media reports. an
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Mogadishu hotel rises to 12

MOGADISHU: At least 12 peo-
ple have died in an overnight siege
after terrorist group al-Shabab
attacked a hotel in Mogadishu,

Somalia, on Friday. Auction Auction Subject Last date for purchase Document's | Last date for

Security forces were working Number (online) Price bid submission
to retake the building, much of
which has been destroyed in the
process, early on Saturday. Leasing and operation of a restaurant and

“So far we have confirmed 12 a coffee shop at_lhe Universil}f of Companies and RO 25/-
people, mostly civilians, died,” o1/2022 | Technology and Applied Sciences (Salalah | establishments specialized in (Twenty Five 04/06/2022
Mohammed, an intelligence of- College of Technology) at the English | this field and registered with | qrani Ri ag) | A10am
ficer who only gave one name, language building and the female students the Tender Board 4
told Reuters. “The operation is coffee shop
about to be concluded but it is still
goingon.” Leasing and operation of a restaurant and .

inside the room until the security shopping mall in 2013 in which a coffee shop at the University of Icompanles ar,‘d, ) RO 25/-

What happened at forces arrived and rescued me.” at least 67 people died. 02/2022 | Technology and Applied Sciences (Salalah establishments specializedin | - (Twenty Five 04/09/2022
the hotel? The state-run Somali National Al-Shabab spokesperson Abdi- College of Technology) at the staff club this field and registered with | - omapj Riyals) at10am.
The Hayat Hotel is located near News Agency said the “unsunghe- aziz Abu-Musab said on Saturday and the male students coffee shop the Tender Board
Mogadishu’s international air- roesof SomaliPolice Special Unit” that its forces were still in control

port. It is a popular venue with
lawmakers and other government
officials.

Al-Shabab militants blasted
their way into the hotel on Fri-
day evening with two car bombs,
sending huge plumes of smoke
over the area. The attackers then
opened fire on guests and staff.

“We were having tea near the
hotel lobby when we heard the
first blast followed by gunfire. I
immediately rushed toward hotel
rooms on the ground floor, and I
locked [myself in],” one eyewit-
ness told the Associated Press.
“The militants went straight up-
stairs and started shooting. I was

Salman Rushdie’s
friends, authors rally

rescued dozens of people during
the attack, including children.

What is al-Shabab?
Al-Shabab is a terrorist group
linked to al-Qaida that has been
fighting against the Somali gov-
ernment — and foreign peace-
keepers — for more than 10 years.
It seeks to impose a strict inter-
pretation of Sharia law and has
been known to stone women to
death in the areas that it controls.
The militant group has
claimed responsibility for nu-
merous attacks in Somalia and
east Africa, including the 80-
hour siege of Nairobi’s Westgate

of'the hotel and that they had “in-
flicted heavy casualties.”

Last month, Somalia’s new
President Hassan Sheikh Mo-
hamud said that ending Al-
Shabaab’s insurgency required
more than a military approach,
but that his government would
negotiate with the group only
when the time was right.

Earlier this month, new Prime
Minister Hamza Abdi Barre an-
nounced that high-profile al-
Shabab defector Muktar Robow,
who previously served as the
group’s former deputy leader and
spokesman, would be the coun-
try’s new religion minister. ow
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UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND APPLIED SCIENCES
LOCAL AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Internal Tender Committee at the University of Technology and Applied Sciences
(Salalah College of Technology) announces the online auctions shown in the following table:

reasons for the delay.

Salalah College of Technology

+  The University shall not be bound to accept the highest or any other bid

Chairman of the Internal Tender Committee
University of Technology and Applied Sciences

Broad Horizons  a_sa uwlg gLsl

+  Establishments and companies specialized in the above-mentioned works and registered with the Ministry of Commerce, Industry &
Investment Promotion can obtain the auctions documents from the Department of Administrative and Financial Affairs at the ground floor
of the building No. 1 of the College starting from the date of publishing this announcement during the official working hours.

+  Bids, meeting the terms and technical specifications, must enclose a tender bond issued by a local bank operating in the Sultanate, not |
less than (1%} of the bid value, valid for a period of (90) days from the date of submission.

+  Bids shall be submitted in closed envelopes addressed to the Chairman of the Internal Tender Committee, bearing the auction number
and subject with no indication to the name of the bidder. Bids must be placed in the tender box located at the ground floor of the main
building before 10 a.m. of the date specified in the table above. Bids submitted after this date will not be considered, regardless of the

25549020 : yusdlo . 25587800 : waile .glac aibluw . cly] 400 sl joyl . 327 : Lo
P.O Box : 327, Postal Code : 400 Ibra . Sultanate of Oman, Tel.: 25587800, Fax: 25549020

i TO S E RVE ¢ Darsait 71799930
NEW YORK: Salman Rushdie’s 9 Barka 71799934
friends and writer colleagues
spoke out against extremists and O Buraimi 71799937
in support of his life and work
during a rally on the steps of the
central branch of the New York 9 lbra 71799940
Public Library in midtown Man-
hattan Friday. The rally was held WE HAVE Q lbri 71799938
a week after he was attacked in a
rural part of the US state. ¢ Nizwa 71799939

Rushdie was hospitalised and B R A N ‘ H E S

placed on a ventilator following law athisthen place of residence.

the stabbing attack. His agent, “That was the world we used to 9 Salalah 71799942

Andrew Wylie, has said his con- live in,” Eugenides said.

dition has improved since then. The authors read passages A L L A C R O S S Q SEEb 71799932
from Rushdie’s works on the

What happened at the rally steps of the New York Public Li-

for Rushdie? brary’s majestic central branch Q Sohar 71799936

Writers so famous they are ce- at 42nd Street and Fifth Avenue.

lebrities, including Paul Auster, They had a prolific collection of 9 Sur 71799941

Gay Talese, Jeffrey Eugenides novels, essays and speeches to

and Kiran Desai, were joined by choose from — as well as from Q Al Suwaiq 71799935

editor Tina Brown in rallying to
Rushdie’s cause and sharing their
well wishes and reminisces of all
Rushdie stood for as a writer and
symbol of free expression.

They read from his works and
shared reminisces of what all his
work meant to them in their lives.

Eugenides recalled traveling to
London and deciding he wanted
to meet Rushdie at a time the
author was on vacation in Italy,
years before the declaration of
a 1989 fatwa. Eugenides said he
merely left anote with hisregards
with Rushdie’s then mother-in-

“The Satanic Verses,” the book
that led to Rushdie’s troubles and
Khomeini’s fatwa.

After Khomeini denounced the
work as blasphemous and issued
a fatwa against him, Rushdie
spentyears in hiding, though over
the past couple of decades he had
lived openly again in New York
City with minimal security.

The New York Public Library,
Rushdie’s publisher Penguin
Random House, and the literary
and human rights organisation
PEN America organised Friday’s
gathering. ow
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All-round India down
Zimbabwe by five wickets in
second 0DI, clinch series 2-0

HARARE: Top knocks from
Sanju Samson, Shubman Gill and
Shikhar Dhawan coupled with
world-class bowling from Team
India crushed Zimbabwe by five
wickets in the second ODI of
three-match series here at Harare
on Saturday.

With this victory, India has a
2-0 lead in the series and have
captured it with one match to go.
The day was not memorable for
Zimbabwe as they failed as a bat-
ting unit miserably. Though Luke
Jongwe gave Team India a small
scare during their chase with
two quick wickets, the hosts do
not have a lot of positives to walk
away with. Samson (43%), Gill and
Dhawan (33 each) played some
good knocks for India.

Chasing 162, India was off to a
shaky start. KL Rahul could not
do anything special on his return,
scoring only one run in five balls
before he was trapped leg before
wicket by Victor Nyauchi. India
was at 5/1 at this point.

Then Shikhar Dhawan and
Shubman Gill carried on the in-
nings, ticking the scoreboard for
a while. Both batters hit some
great shots that reached the fence.
Their 42-run stand was broken
when Dhawan was caught for 33

by Innocent Kaia at square leg on
a Tanaka Chivanga delivery.

Then Gill and Ishan Kishan
continued the chase. Gill was the
aggressor throughout the innings
while Kishan did not hit big. At
the end of 10 overs, India was at
75/2, with Gill (33%) and Ishan
Kishan (4*) on the crease.

The 36-run stand between
the duo was broken after Kishan
when medium-pacer Luke Jong-
we dislodged his stumps. India at
this point at 3/83.

Jongwe produced another
breakthrough for Zimbabwe, dis-
missing Gill for 33 after he was
caught by Brad Evans at deep
third man.

Deepak Hooda and Sanju Sam-
son had the responsibility to keep
India going after these sudden
hiccups. The duo started playing
an aggressive brand of cricket to
help India get those final few runs.

Samson in particular was
more aggressive. He brought up a
fifty-run stand between himself
and Hooda with a huge six in the
23rd over.

However, Sikander Raza deliv-
ered a breakthrough to Zimba-
bwe, though really late. Deepak
Hooda’s stumps were dislodged
when he was at 25 off 36 balls.
Half of Team India was back in
the pavilion at 153 runs.

Real Madrid coach Ancelotti confirms
Casemiro’s imminent departure

MADRID: Real Madrid coach
Carlo Ancelotti on Friday con-
firmed that midfielder Casemiro
is on the verge of leaving the club
to join Manchester United in a
deal thought to be worth up to 70
million euros (about 70.4 million
U.S. dollars).

Rumours about Manchester
United being interested in the
30-year-old began to circulate

this week, with Casemiro to be of-
fered a five-year contract to move
to Old Trafford.

Friday morning saw Casemiro
omitted from the Real Madrid
squad to travel to play Celta Vigo
on Saturday and when asked
about the player’s future in his
pre-game press conference, An-
celotti was very clear.

“I talked to (Casemiro) this

morning and he wants to try a
new challenge, a new opportu-
nity,” explained Ancelotti, add-
ing that “The club and I under-
stand it.”

The Brazilian joined Real Ma-
drid in 2013 and has won three La
Liga and five Champions League
titles with the club, along with
three UEFA Supercups and three
World Club Championships. xinhua
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INDIA'S INFLATION RATE

Though inflation has moderated and
plateaued since its recent peak of April
2022, it remains unacceptably and
uncomfortably high, Reserve Bank of

India Governor Shaktikanta Das said in

his intervention during the Monetary
Policy Committee Meeting.

Sohar
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OMANTELS 56 COVERAGE

Omantel has come along way in leading
the 5G deployment in Oman. Ina
breakthrough achievement, the company
has now covered the populated areas in
the governorates of Muscat, Al Batinah
South and Al Batinah North with real 5G

speeds.

International approves increase

in authorised share capital to OMR1bn

The Extraordinary
General Meeting
ratified all the items
on the agenda which
included increasing
the authorised
share capital of

the company from
OMR400 maillion to
OMRI1 billion while
amending Article

5 of the Articles

of Association

accordingly

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sohar International
held its Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) for its sharehold-
ers on August 18.

The EGM ratified all the items
on the agenda which included in-
creasing the authorised share cap-
ital of the company from OMR400
million to OMR1 billion while
amending Article 5 of the Articles

Extraordinary

——

international

General Meeting

b=

EGM: The meeting was presided over by Mohamed Mahfoodh Al Ardhi, Chairman of the Board of Directors, and attended by other
members of the board, the executive management team of Sohar International and the shareholders of the bank. - supplied picture

of Association accordingly.

It also approved the issuance
of up to 75,000 additional Tier 1
capital instruments in the form
of perpetual bonds comprising
an issue of up to 50,000 bonds
with a greenshoe option for up
to an additional 25,000 bonds
on a private placement basis, for
OMR1,000 per bond, aggregating
up to OMR75 million.

The meeting was presided over
by Mohamed Mahfoodh Al Ardhi,
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, and attended by other mem-
bers of the board, the executive

management team of Sohar Inter-
national and the shareholders of
the bank.

Held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel,
Qurum, the EGM was streamed
viathe electronic platform for con-
vening General Meetings which is
accessible through the Muscat
Clearing and Depository’s website
(www.mcd.gov.om).

In addition, the EGM authorised
the Board of Directors to determine
the other terms of issuance in rela-
tion to the Tier 1 issue and take all
the necessary procedures and ac-
tions to complete the process.

Commenting on the bank’s
steadfast performance and grow-
ing reverence, Mohamed Mah-
foodh Al Ardhi said, “As the bank
progresses alongside the nation
and economy, responding to the
evolving market conditions and
needs, Sohar International contin-
ues to deliver on multiple fronts,
contributing to the country’s pro-
gress and supporting the larger
community.

“The increase in the bank’s capi-
tal will enable the bank to further
grow, and in the process, play a sig-
nificant role within Oman as well

Gazprom to shut Nord Stream 1 for 3 days

MOSCOW: The Nord Stream 1
pipeline, which supplies gas from
Russia to Europe under the Baltic
Sea, will be shut down from Au-
gust 31 to September 2 for mainte-
nance, Gazprom said on Friday.

“It is necessary to carry out
maintenance every 1,000 hours”
of operation, the Russian majority
state-owned energy company said
in a statement.

“On August 31, 2022, the only
Trent 60 gas compression unit
will be stopped for three days for
maintenance” involving techni-
cians from Germany’s Siemens,
Gazprom said.

Following the maintenance,
flows of 33 million cubic meters a
day will resume, it added. This cor-
responds to 20% of the pipeline’s
daily maximum output, as Nord
Stream 1’s full capacity is 167 mil-
lion cubic meters per day.

Due to previous allegedly neces-
sary repairs, Gazprom had drasti-
cally reduced gas deliveries to Ger-
many because of an absent turbine.
German officials have repeatedly
said the move was an attempt by
Russia to punish Germany for its
stance on the war in Ukraine and
for imposing sanctions on Russia.

Since the Russian invasion of
Ukraine began in February, Ber-
lin has rushed to wean itself off
Russian gas. Across Germany, gas

storagelevels are at 78 per cent, ac-
cording to data from European gas
storage operators. However, Ger-
many’s dependence on Russian
gas has raised serious concerns
about energy shortages during the
cold winter months.

Earlier on Friday, Wolfgang
Kubicki, deputy leader of the Free
Democrats (FDP), a junior coali-
tion partner in Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s government, suggested
that opening Russia’s blocked
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline could
be the answer to a looming energy
emergency in the winter. However,

his statements met with wide-
spread criticism, including from
his own FDP.

After Gazprom’s announcement,
European gas prices soared to a
new record high at the close of trad-
ing on Friday. The Dutch TTF Gas
Futures contract jumped to a clos-
ing high of €257.40 ($258.30) amid
fears of winter energy shortages.

S&P joined Fitch in upgrading
Ukraine’s credit rating on Friday
after the war-torn nation last week
secured a two-year reprieve on its
foreign debt from creditors.

Boosting the country’s credit

score of foreign debt to CCC+
“reflects strong committed in-
ternational financial support to
Ukraine, coupled with eroding,
albeit still relatively high, foreign
exchange reserves,” S&P Global
Ratings said in a statement.

Ratings agency Fitch raised
Ukraine’s credit score on Thurs-
day. However, even with the up-
grade, S&P warned that “given
the ongoing conflict with Russia,
Ukraine’s ability to stay current on
its debt is highly dependent on fac-
tors largely outside of government
control.” -ow

German producer prices show record rise

BERLIN: Germans paid 37.2 per
cent more to producers for com-
mercial goods in July compared to
the same month the previous year,
according to new data from the
country’s federal statistics agency
released on Friday.

The new report from the Desta-
tis agency indicates that natural
gas and electricity are the main
drivers of the increase in prices.

More than half of the increases
for July could be attributed to
energy costs; the year-on-year in-
crease was just 14.7 per cent when
excluding them.

Producer prices, the amount
charged for goods by sellers, are
considered one of the clearest in-
dicators of inflation.

“This was the largest rise com-
pared to the same month of the
previous year since data began to
be collected in 1949,” Destatis said.

r
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Energy prices have doubled be-
cause of the considerable increase in
the amount paid for natural gas and
electricity. Power plants paid 234.7
per cent more for natural gas in July
compared to last year, and indus-
trial users paid 194.7 per cent more.
The price of electricity increased by
1254 per cent and that of petroleum

products by 41.8 per cent.

In June, the rate of change com-
pared to the same month of the
previous year was at 32.7 per cent,
and economists had previously
predicted this rate might flatten
out or evenrecede, only for the rate
to accelerate in July.

Prices paid to producers are

seen as a precursor to the devel-
opment of inflation. The statis-
tics in the report refer to the price
straight out of the gate of factories,
before the products are further
processed or sold.

Two government measures
aimed at driving down inflation
for consumers, the tax cut on fuel
and the 9-euro ticket for regional
transport, are set to expire at the
end of the month. This means that
higher inflation rates are expected
in autumn.

Energy prices have soared as
Germany attempts to move away
from the use of imported natural
gas from Russia in response to
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. Be-
fore the start of the invasion, global
inflation was already on the rise
due to supply chain disruptions
and other economic fallout from
the COVID-19 pandemic. -ow

as contribute to Oman’s Vision
2040. We are hence more fortified
than ever before to increase mar-
ket share and add value to all our
stakeholders.”

Sohar International’s financial
indicators play testimony to its
stellar performance in the past
quarter. Profit for the period end-
ing 30 June 2022 increased by 21.5
per cent to reach OMR 18.47 mil-
lion compared to OMR 15.20 mil-
lion for the same period last year.
Driven by an increase in loans,
advances, and Islamic financing
the bank was also able to grow its

Fed-Cho0d pesuls for seanch

total assets by 8.2 per cent to OMR
4,364 million as of 30 June 2022.

Meanwhile, the bank’s customer
deposits also increased by 11.5 per
centto OMR 2,568 million as com-
pared to OMR 2,304 million on 30
June 2021. Further attesting to the
highly successful rights issue in
Q3 2021 of OMR 50 million, So-
har International also witnessed
an increase in shareholder’s eq-
uity from OMR340.3 million to
OMR396.0 million.

Sohar International’s Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Ahmed Al Musal-
mi said, “By staying committed to
its growth strategy, Sohar Inter-
national has continued to play a
proactive role in Oman’s socioeco-
nomic development, actively work
to provide compelling offerings,
transform customer experience
thru well-qualified workforce and
cutting edge technologies.

“The bank has been progressing
well on its strategic agenda toward
realising its vision of becoming a
world-leading Omani service com-
pany that helps customers, com-
munities and people to prosper
and grow.

“Backed by the strong support of
our shareholders, we are confident
that Sohar International will con-
tinue to deliver market-leading
performance and continue to con-
tribute meaningfully to the socio-
economic development of Oman.”

In line with the bank’s vision,
Sohar International will continue
to set industry benchmarks while
enhancing its market proposi-
tions, spearheading innovation,
and delivering premium services
to customers.

1.3mn users encountered
browser extension threats
in the first half of 2022

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Kaspersky research-
ers have analysed what risks
innocent-looking browser exten-
sions pose to users and the ac-
tivities of cybercriminals hiding
threats under add-ons.

In the first half of 2022, more
than 1.3 million users were af-
fected by threats, hiding in
browser extensions, at least
once, which is over 70 per cent
of the number of users affected
by the same threat throughout
the whole of 2021 - with still an-
other half of the year to go.

Mimicking popular apps, such
as Google Translator or exten-
sions with useful functional-
ity like PDF Converter or Video
Downloader, threats in browser
extensions can insert advertise-
ments, collect data about users’
browsing histories and even
search forlogin credentials, mak-
ing it one of the most desirable
tools for cybercriminals.

Since the beginning of 2020,
Kaspersky products have pre-
vented approximately 6 million
users from downloading threats
disguised as browser extensions.

The most prominent threat
spread under the guise of brows-
er extensions has been adware —
unwanted software designed to
throw advertisements up on the
screen. Such advertisements are
usually based on the browsing
history to catch users’ interest,
embed banners in web pages or
redirect them to affiliate pages
that the developers can earn
money from, instead of legitimate
search engine ads. From Janu-

ary 2020 to June 2022, Kasper-
sky experts observed more than
4.3 million unique users faced
adware hiding in browser ex-
tensions, which means approxi-
mately 70% of all affected users
have encountered this threat.
Adware can track everything
the user searches for and then
promote these products with af-
filiate ads on search engine
Malicious and unwanted
add-ons have also been found to
be distributed through official
marketplaces. In 2020, Google
removed 106 malicious browser
extensions from its Chrome
Web Store. All of them were be-
ing used to siphon sensitive user
data, such as cookies and pass-
words, and even take screen-
shots. In total, these malicious
extensions were downloaded 32
million times, putting the data of
millions of users at risk.
However, this does not hap-
pen often, the main way mali-
cious add-ons are distributed is
through third-party resources.
One of the threat families ana-
lysed by Kaspersky researchers
in the report, dubbed FB Stealer,
was spread solely through un-
trustworthy sites. FB Stealer is
one of the most dangerous threat
families because, in addition to
the traditional search engine re-
placement and affiliate page redi-
rection, FB Stealer is able to steal
user credentials from Facebook.
‘When users tried to download
a cracked software installer from
third-party resources, such as
SolarWinds Broadband Engi-
neersKeymaker, they received a
dangerous NullMixer Trojan.
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Omantel deploys 5G coverage to
populated areas of Muscat, Batinah

Omantel has poured
massive efforts into
rolling 5G sites in
populated areas
across the country

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Omantel has come a
long way in leading the 5G deploy-
ment in Oman. In a breakthrough
achievement, the company has
now covered the populated areas
in the governorates of Muscat, Al
Batinah South and Al Batinah
North with real 5G speeds.

“We have successfully rolled out
a large number of new 5G sites in
the populated areas of Muscat,
Al Batinah North and Al Batinah
South governorates. These new
sites will serve home internet and
mobile internet alike, and users
will get an optimum speed even
at the edge of the coverage range,”
said Aladdin Bait Fadhil, Chief
Commerecial Officer at Omantel.

Similarly, Omantel has poured
massive efforts into rolling 5G
sites in populated areas across the

country. The city of Salalah is one
among many other locations that
the company has targeted due to
the high demand for an ultra-fast
internet connection.

“We managed to ensure a fast
and steady connection everywhere
within the coverage range, even for
mobile users, through smaller 5G
cells that connect to the main tow-
er” he explained.

Bait Fadhil further said, “5G is
an integral part of Omantel’s eco-
system and we have the widest

We have successfully rolled out a large number of
new 56 sites in the populated areas of Musca, Al
Batinah North and Al Batinah South governorates.
These new sites will serve home infernet and mobile
internet alike, and users will get an optimum speed
even at the edge of the coverage range

Aladdin Bait Fadhil

Chief Commercial Officer at Omantel

coverage of the network in Oman.
We see 5G as the key enabler for
Industry 4.0 technologies, like
I0T, Cloud Computing, Big Data
& Analytics, Augmented Real-
ity and Artificial Intelligence,
with its massive network capacity
and ultra-low latency. Our role, at
Omantel, is to lay the groundwork
to help our partners in the public
and private sectors to tap into the
growing opportunities that arise
as technology advances.”

“Due to demographic and geo-

graphic factors, 5G is the way
forward to ensure a high-speed
and low-latency internet con-
nection in Al Batinah North and
Al-Batinah South governorates
and other locations where “fibre”
is technically challenging and
financially unviable. Therefore,
we are keen on enhancing our 5G
footprint in Al-Batinah and else-
where to build on our main role
of connecting the society within
Oman and with the world to the
utmost level” he noted.

US stocks snap 4-week rally amid talks of
another big rate hike by Federal Reserve

NEW YORK: Wall Street on Fri-
day fell broadly for the first time in
five weeks amid speculation that
the Federal Reserve could embark
on another major interest rate hike
for September in a bid by the cen-
tral bank to keep up with its fight
against inflation.

The S&P 500 index, which rep-
resents the top 500 US stocks,
closed Friday’s session down 1.3
per cent. For the week, the S&P
500 lost 1.2 per cent.

The Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age, which comprises stocks of 30
large US corporations, finished the
day down 0.9%. For the week, the
Dow fell 0.2 per cent.

The Nasdaq Composite Index,
which comprises marquee names
in technology such as Amazon,
Apple, Netflix and Google, settled
Friday’s trade down 2 per cent. For
the week, the Nasdag tumbled 2.6
per cent.

Stocks gave up their upward

trajectory on Wednesday after the
Fed’s minutes from its July meeting
failed to give a clear indication of the
upcoming September 21 rate hike.

Fed officials have said that US
rate hikes could slow at some point
if inflation continues retreating
from the four-decade highs seen
earlier this year.
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But some key policy-makers on
the central bank’s Federal Open
Market Committee also wanted
rates to be retained at a “sufficiently
restrictive level” for an appreciable
period to stop inflation in its tracks.

“The data-dependent central
bank is looking at a strong econ-
omy that could handle at the very

least a couple more massive 75
basis-point rate hikes if inflation
does not cool quickly,” Ed Moya,
analyst at online trading brokerage
OANDA, said.

Until the Fed’s July meeting
minutes released Wednesday,
traders had been betting on the
Fed raising rates by just 50 basis
points at its next meeting in Sep-
tember, versus previous wagers for
a'75 basis-point hike.

The Fed has carried out four rate
hikes since March, bringing key
lending rates from nearly zero to
as high as 2.5 per cent by July.

Inflation, as measured by the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), how-
ever, remains at more than four
times the US central bank’s annual
target of 2 per cent. The CPI grew
at 8.5 per cent during the year to
July. Before that, the CPI expand-
ed at its fastest pace in four dec-
ades, growing 9.1 per cent during
the year to June. -anysputnik

Omantel has taken its services
well beyond the traditional tel-
ecom offerings, and it is rapidly
emerging as a youthful brand that
adapts to people’s lifestyles. 5G
offers a seamless internet experi-
ence, and it takes home and mobile
services to a whole new level of
excellence. With the high through-
put and ultra-low latency, custom-
ers can now experience immersive
gaming, cloud gaming, Virtual
Reality (VR), Augmented Reality
(AR) capabilities and much more.

Omantel was the first operator
in Oman to announce the commer-
cial launch of 5G for fixed home
broadband and mobile.

Today, the company continues
to bolster its 5G’s leadership in the
country with enhanced network
coverage, versatile offerings, and
strong partnerships.

Omantel is the Sultanate’s first
and leading integrated telecom-
munications services provider,
enabling the digital society to
flourish, allowing new ways of
doing business and delivering a
world of information, news, and
entertainment. While striving to
ensure optimum customer satis-
faction, Omantel plays a key so-
cial role to provide the required
support and subsidy to all sectors
of Omani society.

Apple warns of security
flaw for iPhones, 1Pads

SAN FRANCISCO: Apple dis-
closed serious security vulner-
abilities for iPhones, iPads and
Macs that could potentially allow
attackers to take complete con-
trol of these devices.

Apple released two security re-
ports about the issue on Wednes-
day, although they didn’t receive
wide attention outside of tech
publications, The Associated
Press (AP) reported.

Apple’s explanation of the vul-
nerability means a hacker could
get “full admin access” to the
device. That would allow intrud-
ers to impersonate the device’s
owner and subsequently run any
software in their name, said Ra-
chel Tobac, CEO of SocialProof
Security.

Security experts have advised
users to update affected devices
— the iPhone6S and later models;
several models of the iPad, includ-
ing the 5th generation and later, all

iPad Pro models and the iPad Air
2; and Mac computers running
MacOS Monterey. The flaw also
affects some iPod models.

Apple did not say in the reports
how, where or by whom the vul-
nerabilities were discovered. In
all cases, it cited an anonymous
researcher.

Commercial spyware compa-
nies such as Israel’s NSO Group
are known for identifying and
taking advantage of such flaws,
exploiting them in malware that
surreptitiously infects targets’
smartphones, siphons their con-
tents and surveils the targets in
real time.

NSO Group has been black-
listed by the US Commerce De-
partment. Its spyware is known
to have been used in Europe, the
Middle East, Africa and Latin
America against journalists, dis-
sidents and human rights activ-
ists. -ena

India’s inflation remains unacceptably
and uncomifortably high: RBI Governor

MUMBALI: Though inflation has
moderated and plateaued since
its recent peak of April 2022, it
remains unacceptably and un-
comfortably high, Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) Governor Shakti-
kanta Das said in his intervention
during the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee Meeting held August 3-5,
as per the minutes of the meeting
released on Friday.

“Sustained high inflation, un-
less addressed effectively, could
result in unanchoring of inflation
expectations and their second-
order effects. This necessitates
an appropriate monetary policy
response to prevent upward drift
in inflation from the target rate.
I am of the view that at this junc-
ture a 50 bps increase in the repo
rate is necessary and, therefore,
vote accordingly. I also vote for re-
maining focused on withdrawal of
accommodation,” Das said while
making a pitch for the hike in
policy repo rate. During the MPC
meeting, Das noted, “the high
level of inflation continues to be
broad-based with 13 out of 23 CPI
sub-groups/groups, comprising
close to 60 per cent of the CPI bas-
ket, registering more than 6 per
cent inflation in June 2022.”

“Going forward, though there
are early indications that infla-
tion might have peaked in April,
significant uncertainties remain
on account of adverse global
spillovers coming from simmer-
ing geopolitical tensions, volatile

global commodity prices and fi-
nancial markets.

“While the let-up in global
food and industrial metals prices
should lower imported inflation,
the appreciation of the US dol-
lar could offset some of the gains.
Persistently elevated cost of living
conditions can engender wage-
price spirals, especially as firms
regain pricing power,” he said.

During the meeting, the MPC
decided to increase the policy repo
rate under the liquidity adjustment
facility (LAF) by 50 basis points to
540 per cent with immediate ef-
fect. Consequently, the standing
deposit facility (SDF) rate stands
adjusted to 5.15 per cent and the

marginal standing facility rate and
the Bank Rate to 5.65 per cent.

The MPC also decided to re-
main focused on the withdrawal
of accommodation to ensure that
inflation remains within the tar-
get going forward, while support-
ing growth. These decisions are
in consonance with the objective
of achieving the medium-term
target for consumer price index
(CPI) inflation of 4 per cent with-
in a band of +/- 2 per cent, while
supporting growth, the RBI said.

The 37th meeting of the Mone-
tary Policy Committee, constitut-
ed under section 45ZB of the Re-
serve Bank of India Act, 1934, was
held during August 3 to 5,2022.

During the meeting, the
Monetary Policy Committee
decided o increase the
policy repo rate under the
liquidity adjustment facility
by 50 basis points to 5.40
per cent with immediate
effect. Consequently, the
standing deposit facility
rate stands adjusted fo

5.15 per cent and the
marginal standing facility
rate and the Bank Rate fo
5.65 per cent

In order to decide on the policy
rates, the MPC reviewed the sur-
veys conducted by the Reserve
Bank to gauge consumer confi-
dence, households’ inflation ex-
pectations, corporate sector per-
formance, credit conditions, the
outlook for the industrial, servic-
es and infrastructure sectors, and
the projections of professional
forecasters. -ant
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T emperature affects the span of
human behavior, from eating
and activity levels to sleep-wake
cycles. We may have a harder time
sleeping in the summer and be slow to
get out of bed on colder mornings. But
the link between sensory neurons and
neurons that control this cycle are not
understood completely.

Northwestern University neurobi-
ologists have found a few clues about
what’s happening. In a new study, pub-
lished today (Aug. 17) in the journal
Current Biology, researchers found
that fruit flies are pre-programmed to
take a nap in the middle of the day. A
follow-up to their 2020 Biology paper
that identified a brain thermometer
only active in cold weather, the new pa-
per explores a similar “thermometer”
circuit for hot temperatures.

“Changes in temperature have
a strong effect on behavior in both
humans and animals, and offer ani-
mals a cue that is time to adapt to the
changing seasons,” said Marco Gallio,
associate professor of neurobiology
in the Weinberg College of Arts and
Sciences. “The effect of temperature
on sleep can be quite extreme, with
some animals deciding to sleep off an
entire season -- think of a hibernating
bear -- but the specific brain circuits
that mediate the interaction between
temperature and sleep centers remain
largely unmapped.”

Gallio led the study and said fruit
flies are a particularly good model to
study big questions like “why do we
sleep,” and “what does sleep do for the
brain” because they don’t attempt to
disrupt instinct in the same way hu-
mans do when we pull all-nighters, for
example. They also allow researchers
to study the influence of external cues
like light and temperature on cellular
pathways.

CELLS THAT STAY

ON LONGER

The paper is the first to identify “abso-
lute heat” receptors in fly head, which
respond to temperatures above about
77 degrees Fahrenheit -- the fly’s fa-
vorite temperature. As it turns out,
the common laboratory fruit fly (Dros-
ophila) has colonized nearly the entire
planet by forming a close association
with humans. Not surprisingly, its fa-
vorite temperature also matches that
of many humans.

Just as they expected based on the
results of their previous paper on cold
temperature, researchers found that
brain neurons receiving information
about heat are part of the broader sys-
tem that regulates sleep. When the hot
circuit, which runs parallel to the cold
circuit, is active, the target cells that
promote midday sleep stay on longer.
This results in an increase in midday
sleep that keeps flies away from the
hottest part of the day.

The study was enabled by a 10-year

initiative that produced the first com-
pleted map of neural connections in
an animal (a fly), called the connec-
tome. With the connectome, research-
ers have access to a computer system
that tells them all possible brain con-
nections for each of the fly’s ~100,000
brain cells. However, even with this ex-
tremely detailed road map, researchers
still need to figure out how information
in the brain goes from point A to B.
This paper helps fill that gap.

The different circuits for hot versus
cold temperatures make sense to Gal-
lio because “hot and cold temperatures
can have quite different effects on
physiology and behavior,” he said. This
separation may also reflect evolution-
ary processes based on heat and cold
cycles of the Earth. For example, the
possibility that brain centers for sleep
may be directly targeted in humans by
a specific sensory circuit is now open
to be investigated based on this work.

NEXT STEPS
Next, Gallio’s team hopes to figure
out the common targets of the
cold and hot circuit, to discover
how each can influence sleep.
“We identified one neuron
that could be a site of integra-
tion for the effects of hot and
cold temperatures on sleep
and activity in Drosophila,”
said Michael Alpert, the
paper’s first author and a
post-doctoral researcher
in the Gallio lab. “This
would be the start of
interesting follow-up
studies.”
Gallio added that
the team is inter-
ested in looking at
the long-term ef-
fects of tempera-
ture on behavior
and physiology
to understand
the impact of
global warm-
ing, looking
at how adapt-
able species
are to change.
“People
may choose to
take an after-
noon nap on a
hot day, and in
some parts of
the world this is
a cultural norm,
but what do you
choose and what
is programmed into
you?” Gallio said. “Of
course, it’s not culture
in flies, so there actually
might be a very strong un-
derlying biological mecha-
nism that is overlooked in
humans.” -an
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NEUROBIOLOGISTS
HAVE FOUND THAT
FRUIT FLIES ARE
PRE-PROGRAMMED
TO TAKE A NAP IN
THE MIDDLE OF
THE DAY. THE NEW
ARTICLE EXPLORES
A ‘THERMOMETER’
CIRCUIT FOR HOT
TEMPERATURES.

Ghanges in
temperature have

a strong effect on
behaviour in both
humans and animals,
and offer animals a cue
that is time to adapt to
the changing seasons,”
said Marco Gallio,
associate professor

of neurobiology in the
Weinberg College of
Arts and Sciences.
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‘Hanging Gardens
- Mexican Roots’
floral display held
in Singapore
Tourists view the
floral and cultural
exhibits during
the opening day of
‘Hanging Gardens
- Mexican Roots’
floral display, held
at Flower Dome

of the Singapore’s
Gardens. xinhua

Street flooded after heavy
rain in Sanaa, Yemen
Picture shows a flooded street
after heavy rain in Sanaa,
Yemen. xinhua

Entrepreneurs, artists
keep silk making herit-
age alive in Macclesfield,
Britain

Picture shows a view of
the town of Macclesfield

in Britain. The town of
Macclesfield in northwest
England was dubbed the
‘silk capital of England’ in
the 18th century, and now
local entrepreneurs and
artists are trying to keep
this heritage alive. xinhua

Highlight of bridal festival
fashion show in Pakistan
Models present creations
during a bridal festival
fashion show in southern
Pakistani port city of Karachi.

Xinhua

Press conference for The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power
Bollywood actors Hrithik Roshan and Tamannaah Bhatia with
American Creator and ‘showrunner’ of the series The Lord of the
Rings: The Rings of Power John D. Payne pose for a photo during the
press conference of Prime Video’s upcoming series The Lord of the
Rings: The Rings of Power, in Mumbai. aniphato

2022 Canadian National
Exhibition held in Toronto
People visit a photo
exhibition during the

2022 Canadian National
Exhibition in Toronto,
Canada. The exhibition is
held here from August 19 to
September 5 this year. xinhua
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Changan EADO Plus 2023 model

now available onl

The Changan EADO
Plus comes with 1.4
Turbo engine and
is equipped with
7-speed dual clutch
transmission

MUSCAT: Arabian Gulf Automo-
biles and Equipment LLC (AGAE),
which is part of Bahwan Interna-
tional Group, has announced a low
EMI on Changan EADO Plus mod-
el 2023.

Customers can now avail an ex-
ceptionally low EMI rate of OMR
104 on Changan EADO Plus model

(terms and conditions apply). EMI
is calculated based on 20% down
payment for 8 years loan tenure. It
is subject to credit approvals from
banks and applicable on vehicles
purchased for personal use.

The Changan EADO Plus (2023

model ) comes with 1.4 Turbo en-
gine is equipped with 7-speed dual
clutch transmission.

The ‘beyond your expectation’
Changan EADO Plus is a compact
yet aggressive family sedan with
premium styling, luxurious inte-

rior, and plenty of safety features.
With intelligent safety features to
assist, EADO Pluslets drivers be at
peace when on the road.

Thetop variant EADO Plus Lim-
ited comes with Dual 10”screens
for driving convenience, adaptive

Academy at MCBS and Oman Investment
and Finance conclude growth programme

MUSCAT: The Academy, Center
for Professional Studies at Mod-
ern College of Business and Sci-
ence welcomed Oman Investment
and Finance Company manage-
ment and employees for a gradu-
ation ceremony on completion of
the growth programme.

The growth programme is a
course that has been specially
designed for Khedmah OIFC pro-
fessionals and employees of dif-
ferent profiles. It consisted of a
few courses that empowered the
employees to pursue higher posi-
tions and/or different career paths.
English language, Information
Technology and customer service
were a springboard; soft skills like
time management, communica-
tion, leadership and negotiation
gave the participants relevant soft
skills while marketing and human
resources helped OIFC employ-
ees gain more information in each

area and thus continue their ca-
reer path more equipped with rel-
evant knowledge and skills.

Senior management of both
MCBS and Khedmah addressed
the participants and congratu-
lated them on successful comple-

-

tion of the course, taking charge
of their educational development
and career growth. Dr Said Al Kit-
tani, MCBS Associate Dean, spoke
aboutthe academy and its purpose,
current work environment and
employee profile. The academy,

he stated, is a practical response
to society’s training and develop-
ment needs. Dr Said emphasised
that in the ever-changing work
environment — the one that relies
more and more on machines and
innovation - an employee must be
flexible and adaptable.

Saud Al Siyabi thanked the
academy team as well as Khedma’s
HR team for the hard work and
successful programme comple-
tion. He said that there is a need
to embrace change more than ever
and emphasized how proud he is
that so many people worked hard
for many months which, in his
opinion, is proofthat the change in
his company is coming.

Khedmah and The Academy will
no doubt continue their coopera-
tion in educating Omanis and pre-
paring them for work environment
challenges which, they all agreed
will be turned into opportunities.

Pakistan School Sohar celebrates Independence Day

MUSCAT: The 75th Independ-
ence year of Pakistan was observed
with high spirit in Pakistan School
Sohar, Oman on the eve of August
14. The school building was fully
illuminated in green and white on
August 13 and 14.

Saeed bin Muhammad Al Raisi
(Supervisor International Schools
Sohar, Ministery of Education,
Oman) as a chief guest together
with Hamad bin Muhammad Al
Sarhi (Incharge Football Associa-
tion Hi Alrafa) attended the event.
Parents and children beautifully
clad in white and green also at-
tended the ceremony.

The ceremony started with the
holy name of Allah followed by the
national anthem of Pakistan and
Oman, along with a cake cutting
ceremony and Dua for the welfare
of the country respectively.

The vigorous and the keen So-
harians passionately participated
in various activities including wel-
come performance, mime on Pa-
kistan Movement, regional dress
show, singing of national songs
and a few speeches from students
on the value of freedom in Urdu
and English. At the end of the cer-
emony, a shield was presented to
the chief guest by Mazhar Bokhari.

ow EMI

cruise control, panoramic sunroof,
360°camera, side airbags, naviga-
tion, dual exhaust features avail-
able mostly in luxury sedans.

A spokesperson for AGAE said,
“We are pleased to offer alow EMI
on the 2023 model of Changan
EADO Plus. Itis truly beyond one’s
expectation. It is stylish, energetic,
and practical and has a perfect de-
sign that integrates fashion with
function. As a family car it im-
presses with its appealing exterior,
luxurious and spacious interior,
interactive dashboard, driver-as-
sist features for utmost safety.”

Some of the standout features
of Changan EADO Plus 14 Turbo
are Star Eye LED Headlamp with
point grille, 77 Dual Tone Alloy
‘Wheels, Full LCD Integrated Dual
Screens, Sport Seats in Leather,
Rear AC vents, Front Collision
‘Warning and fuel efficiency 0f 18.3
Km / Ltr as per GSO conditions

With an engine of 1.4 Turbo, the

INDIAN SCHOOL DARSAIT

LR P

__ INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATIONS

Changan EADO Plus sport edition
offers power of 155 hp, Nm torque
and transmission of 7 speed DCT.
The model offers a dimension of
4730x1820x1505 mm(LxWxH), a
wheelbase of 2700 mm, fuel tank
of 53 litres.

The highlights of Changan EADO
Plus 14 T 7 DCT’s limited edition
includes EADO Plus 14 T 7 DCT
SPORT features and some extra
features. The exterior has dual tone
17” alloy wheels, sportier front grille,
ORVM - electrically folding, pano-
ramic sunroof. The interior features
includes sporty red interior, front
seats ventilation, six-way driver seat
electrically adjustable, rear armrest
and 60:40 rear seat split.

Safety attributes include adap-
tive cruise control, forward col-
lision warning, automatic emer-
gency brake and 360° Camera. The
Infotainment section has 10” LCD
instrument cluster, six speakers
and navigation features.

ISD celebrates 76th
Independence Day

MUSCAT: Indian School Darsait
(ISD) organised the 76th Inde-
pendence Day celebration with
patriotic zeal and zest coupled
with enthusiasm to mark ‘Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav’.

Ajit Vasudevan, convenor, head
academic and staff welfare and
grievances subcommittee, school
management committee was the
chief guest on the occasion.

The programme witnessed the
benign presence of other members
of SMC, Principal, various digni-
taries, staff, students, parents and
well-wishers of ISD. The celebra-
tion commenced with a patriotic
rendition of the National Anthem.

Magandha Dinesh, Head Boy of
the school welcomed the gather-
ing. Speaking on the occasion, the
chief guest gave an insight into
the greatness of India as a nation
and the progress that the nation
achieved since its Independence.
He read out the excerpts of the
message delivered by the Presi-
dent of India, Droupadi Murmu
on the eve of Independence Day.

Quoting from the excerpts, he
stated that India has achieved

milestone as a nation because the
nation was celebrating ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’.

The president’s speech urged
the fellow citizens to under-
stand their fundamental duties
towards the country. It also em-
phasised the significance of ‘Ek
Bharat Shrestha Bharat’” and a
host of government policies and
exercises launched to add to the
verve and implemented for the
betterment and progress of the
nation which in turn will help all
to fulfil the dreams of our galaxy
of freedom fighters.

The patriotic song presented
by the little ones from the Pri-
mary Section boosted the morale
and rekindled pride in who we
are, and what we represent, as a
great nation.

The students from primary
section presented the glimpses of
the journey for freedom and the
progress we made through ‘Nav
Bharat’ which symbolises the
new developments like Digital
India, Skilled India, Fit India, etc
replete with energy, dynamism
and transformational ethos.

Toyota showcases LITE ACE compact commercial vehicle for Middle East

MUSCAT: Toyota recently show-
cased the all-new LITE ACE com-
pact commercial vehicle set for
launch in the Middle East.

Pairing ample capacity and easy
loading with fuel economy, the
highly practical vehicle is set to
redefine the compact commercial
vehicle segment.

The new Toyota LITE ACE ca-
ters to a wide range of customers,
including fleet businesses in need
of compact commercial vehicles
and last-mile delivery service pro-
viders in the flourishing e-com-
merce market. With better pay-
load, load space, and sliding doors
on both sides, the vehicle offers
outstanding loading capacity and
comfort with practical and reliable
performance.

Masaharu Tezeni, Chief Engi-
neer of the new vehicle, said: “The
new Toyota LITE ACE is on its way.
Its reliability is highly valued by
loyal customers in regions where
it has already been introduced. We
are confident businesses across the
Middle East will also embrace the
new vehicle’s many advantages.
With features such as the power-
ful, economic engine and the sus-
pension that provides a balance

between increased stability when
loaded and outstanding ride com-
fort, the new Toyota LITE ACE rep-
resents a complete solution for the
safe, seamless, and cost-effective
transportation of cargo.”

Kei Fujita, Chief Representative,
Middle East and Central Asia Rep-
resentative Office, Toyota Motor

Corporation, said: “We are delight-
ed to launch the new Toyota LITE
ACE in the region, which brings
new levels of practicality, reliabil-
ity, and efficiency to the compact

commercial segment. Designed
for those looking for ample loading
capacity and passenger comfort,
the Toyota LITE ACE offers a high

degree of utility and greater peace
of mind for drivers and business-
es. I would like to thank our loyal
customers in the region for their
constant support and inspiration,
which continue to motivate us to
create ‘ever-better’ cars.”

The new Toyota LITE ACE has
been designed to maximise loading

capacity in acompact, easy-to-ma-
noeuvre vehicle, while providing a
comfortable driver and passenger
experience. Low steps just 425
mm in height enable smoother
cabin entry, with a roomy foot
area. Moreover, the placement
of the gear shift lever next to the
steering wheel also facilitates easy
access to the front passenger seat.
The vehicle’s large LED rear com-
bination lamps enhance visibility
for vehicles travelling behind in
poor weather conditions, such as
rain and fog, contributing to a safer
driving experience.

The cockpit is designed to pro-
vide enhanced operability and
visibility, creating greater con-
venience and peace of mind for
the driver. Switches are located
where they can be easily seen and
reached from the driving position,
while ample storage spaces are
provided in various locations that
prioritize usability. The comfort-
able seat positions offer a wide
field of view for stress-free driving,
with reclining and sliding seats
helping reduce driver tiredness.
The electric power steering also
comes as standard to alleviate the
driving burden.

With a low floor height of 620
mm and a spacious rear door en-
trance, the Toyota LITE ACE
makes it easy to load and unload
cargo from the hold. The vehicle
also features large, 815-mm sliding
doors on both sides, enabling us-
ers to load and unload cargo even
in tight spaces. The square-shaped
space is designed to allow the car-
go to beloaded right to the corners.
With a maximum length of 2,075
mm and a height and width of
1,305 and 1,495 mm, respectively,
the cargo hold is capable of carry-
ing cardboard boxes, tall objects,
furniture, and other large cargo.

Delivering a dynamic driving ex-
perience, the new Toyota LITE ACE
comes with a 1.5-ltr four-cylinder
engine that generates a maximum
output of 96.5 hp and 134 nm of
torque. It incorporates Dual VVT-i
(Variable Valve Timing-intelligent)
technology, which continuously
optimizes intake and exhaust valve
timing in response to driving condi-
tions for exceptional performance.
The engine is mated to either a five-
speed manual transmission or a
four-speed automatic transmission
for a smooth shifting experience
with superior fuel efficiency.
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OTE Group adds Great Wall Motor
to its auto distribution portfolio

.ﬁ.
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rafeeq.om

The partnership underscores OTE Group’s

pre-eminence in the Omani automotive

distribution space, characterised by its vast

network of showrooms, workshops, service

centres and parts outlets spanning the length

and breadth of the country

MUSCAT: OTE Group, one of
Oman’s biggest automotive dis-
tributors, has added Great Wall
Motor (GWM), China’s largest
SUV and pickup manufacturer, to
its portfolio of leading global au-
tomotive brands exclusively mar-
keted in the Sultanate of Oman.
An agreement to this effect was
formalised at a virtual ceremony
attended by top executives repre-
senting the two sides on August
10. In attendance from OTE Group
were Sheikh Salim Saad Suhail
Bahwan, Director - Automotive,
and Sudhir M, OTE Group CEO.
Representing the Chinese au-
tomaker were Tony Sun, Vice Gen-
eral Manager - GWM Internation-
al, David Xu, Managing Director

- GWM Middle East and others.

GWM is one of China’s top-rat-
ed automotive brands with a grow-
ing international presence. It was
one of the first Chinese car manu-
facturers to go global in 1998 and
now boasts a geographical foot-
print that spans over 60 countries
across the world. Sales of its SUVs,
pickup trucks and passenger cars
surpassed one million units glob-
ally in 2021, attesting to its strong
growth ambitions.

The partnership underscores
OTE Group’s pre-eminence in the
Omani automotive distribution
space, characterised by its vast
network of showrooms, work-
shops, service centres and parts
outlets spanning the length and

breadth of the country. Overseeing
this sprawling retail and service
infrastructure is a highly compe-
tent workforce backed by a profes-
sional and dynamic management
team. The group’s continuing suc-
cess is underpinned by its solid
reputation for corporate integrity,
public trust and unmatched cus-
tomer satisfaction.

GWM, a privately-owned au-
tomaker headquartered in China’s

Hebei province, has evolved into
a truly global enterprise over the
past decades. In addition to manu-
facturing bases in key locations
across China, GWM also owns
and operates manufacturing as-
sets in Ecuador, Malaysia, Tuni-
sia, Bulgaria and Russia. China
remains the biggest of GWM’s
markets globally, where its four
principal brands — Haval, Wey, Ora
and GWM Pickup - enjoy a strong

Aster Roval Hospital receives Korean envoy

MUSCAT: Following the Ministry
of Health inspection successfully
done, Aster Royal Hospital is ready
to open its doors to the public and
was honoured with the visit of the
Ambassador of Korea in Oman,
Kiejoo Kim.

During the tour, the hospital’s
group CEO, Dr Ashendu Pandey
made an introduction to the ser-
vices provided for the first time
in the private sector to serve the
Oman community, namely organ
transplantation, cath-lab & inter-
ventional cardiology, nephrology
and neuro-surgery.

Kiejoo Kim shared positive
feedback about the hospital’s
state-of-the-art facilities and lat-
est technologies. “It’s with great
satisfaction that I see one more
healthcare institution opening its
doors in Oman, especially with
such kind of high-end standards
and we look forward to experienc-
ing the hospitality of their staff
once it starts its functions.”

Aster Royal Hospital avails all
the medical specialities and has
four major Excellence Centres:
Gastroenterology - led by Dr Ashik

Sainu - Urology, Orthopaedics and
Paediatrics, Gynaecology & Obstet-
rics. This last Centre will be located
onthe 6th floor, with the entire floor
dedicated to Women & Children.
Aster Royal Hospital also counts
ontwo underground parking areas,
200 inpatient beds - which turns it
into the biggest private Hospital in

Oman - bringing a total of 150 new
doctors and staff members, mod-
ern technologies and infrastruc-
ture, ready for any major opera-
tion or complication with 24-hour
emergency services.

The soft opening is planned for
the end of August and the hospital
will initiate its operations with an

outpatient department and 24-
hour emergency services.

The other departments & spe-
cialities will start operating in a
phased manner.

Aster DM Healthcare is cur-
rently one of the largest and fast-
est-growing conglomerates in the
MENA region.

Bank Muscat offers Shahadati education
financing with attractive benefits

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the lead-
ing financial services provider in
the Sultanate, developed its Sha-
hadati Education Financing.

This innovative product with
an attractive interest rate pro-
vides students opportunities to
complete higher education both
within and outside the Sultanate
so as to get better career oppor-
tunities that benefits them and
enables the Sultanate’s growth and
development. The flexible financ-
ing facility is proving to be a great
advantage in helping Omani youth
achieves their aspirations.

Shahadati Educational Finance
comprises higher education fi-
nance and fees finance. In the case

of higher education finance, Oma-
ninationals can get financing up to
OMR75,000 for completing their
higher education with a repay-
ment period of up to 7 years at a
competitive interest rate and con-
venient payment plans. The Sha-
hadati Fees Finance on the other
hand is designed for assisting in
the payment of private school fees,
summer courses and professional
certificates. It offers a maximum
finance amount of OMR10,000
with a repayment tenor of up to 1
year. The financing is available to
all Omani employees in the gov-
ernment, quasi-government and
listed private sector companies
who meet the specific criteria.

Abdullah Tamman Al Mashani,
General Manager - Products,
Bank Muscat, said: “Throughout
its history, the bank has always
been keen to support the efforts of
Omani youth to obtain certifica-
tion and qualifications that are in
tune to the needs of the job market.

“Excellent educational quali-
fications are one of the most im-
portant keys to securing a bet-
ter future for students in the job
market. At Bank Muscat, we are
delighted with the confidence and
trust placed in the bank’s products
and services by our customers and
look forward to developing more
products that meet their aspira-
tions and needs.

presence domestically.

Since it commenced operations
in the early 90s, GWM has been
working with global industry gi-
ants to build the future communi-
ty of the automotive industry. The
company has developed strategic
partnerships with well-known
international suppliers to seek
to integrate a community for the
components and parts, strength-
ening the product quality. Through

tie-ups with world-leading R&D
equipment and systems, GWM has
positioned itself strongly in the
design and development of SUVs,
passenger cars and pickup series
as well as powertrains.

Indeed, by the end of this year,
some of GWM’s choicest offerings
are set to hit the Omani market.
Leading the line-up is Haval JO-
LION, a five-seater compact SUV
that has charmed key markets
around the world. Other flagship
offerings from the GWM stable
will include the Haval H6 (five-
seater compact crossover SUV),
Haval DARGO (seven-seater
SUV), and Haval H9 (large fam-
ily SUV) and GWM POER (pet-
rol pickup truck). All five models
promise to add new excitement to
Oman’s vibrant SUV market.

“We are immensely delighted to
have signed this new partnership
with GWM for the exclusive dis-
tribution of its popular SUVs and
pickup trucks in the Sultanate of
Oman. It heralds a new chapter in
the growth of GWM’s presence in
the Sultanate. GWM’s product line-
up will reach the Omani market in
the fourth quarter of this year, pro-
viding our esteemed customers with
a wider choice of tech-driven, fuel-
efficient and cost-competitive vehi-
cles,” said Sheikh Salim Saad Suhail
Bahwan, Director- OTE Group.

Danube Home’s
lighting solutions add
sparkle to every home

MUSCAT: Great interiors need
great lighting - and choosing the
perfect style for your room may
prove a difficult task when faced
with typical lighting options.

As a central piece in every in-
terior, lighting is often one of
the first things people notice as
they enter a room, and can make
or break the intended effect of
the design. Danube Home un-
derstands every home’s need for
great lighting and offers a range
of stunning solutions to compli-
ment every style of decor, and
home layout.

The wide range of lighting solu-
tions includes ambient lighting,
task lighting and accent lighting
for the indoors, and a great range
of outdoor lighting solutions as
well to add sparkle to outdoor
spaces. The lighting solutions
are available as ceiling lights like
chandeliers, hanging lights, panel
and spotlights, table and floor
lamps, wall lights including wall
sconces and picture or mirror
lights. The outdoor lighting range
includes landscape lights, outdoor
wall lights, flood lights and spike
lights and underground lights.

The stars of the range, howev-
er, are the exquisite chandeliers
in the Danube Home Chandelier

Collection. The beautiful centre-
pieces reflect the brand’s ethos
of providing stylish and elegant
pieces of high quality and dura-
bility. The brand’s crystal chan-
deliers are made of the best quali-
ty K9 crystals that offer luxurious
shine that doesn’t dull over the
years. The chandelier range is
designed to suit homes of every
size and budget and starts at an
affordable price of AED 49.

Danube Home understands
that purchasing a chandelieris an
important decision, and to that
end, the brand has taken every
step to ensure that the process
is as seamless and easy as possi-
ble for the customer. The brand
offers a free site visit service to
ascertain the suitability and fea-
sibility of installing large-size
chandeliers. In addition to this
service, Danube Home also of-
fers safe delivery and expert in-
stallation services by the brand’s
in-house lighting experts. What’s
more, the chandeliers even come
with a one-year warranty, dur-
ing which time, Danube Home’s
team will take care of any repairs,
replacements and maintenance.
All these services ensure that the
customer can rest assured with
their lighting decisions.
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Contact us on 99614066 to make
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ITTIN is your vantage point to witness great panoramic
views of Salalah and the surrounding areas, giving you an
unmatched perspective of the natural beauty of the Dhofar
and the Arabian Sea beyond. The climb to Ittin begins about
17 minutes - and about the same in kilometres — to the north
of the city. It is clearly marked by signs. Jebel Ittin is a popu-
lar picnic destination for families. On the way, you will pass
through the Khareef Festival, which is also incredibly popu-
lar. There are many traditional Omani restaurants nearby. If
you wish to head deeper and explore the mountains, make
sure you go in a 4x4 vehicle and carry mosquito repellent.
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