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Canadian envoy
for facilitating p

Joydeep Bhattacharjee
Muscat

Saudi-based Canadian diplomat
Jean-Philippe Linteau has lauded
Oman's great leadership in re-
solving disputes between coun-
tries at war like no other player in
the region.

While the region is bleeding
due to multiple wars or war-like
situations, Oman'’s leadership has
continued to facilitate global
leaders coming to negotiating ta-
bles for restoration of peace.

“Canada holds Oman in high
esteem, like the other G7 mem-
bers, for the unique abilities and
friendly relations that it enjoys
with every country,” the Cana-
dian Ambassador to Oman,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and
Yemen, said during his recent
visit to Muscat.

Referring to the sultanate's
stature on the global stage in re-
solving disputes and restoring
peace in the region, the new
Canadian envoy highlighted his
country's excellent working rela-
tionship with Oman.

He praised His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik for his leader-
ship in regional and global peace
efforts.

Speaking exclusively to Mus-
cat Daily, the ambassador touch-
ed upon the ongoing conflict in

Gaza that has resulted in an uni-
maginable humanitarian crisis.
Canada has taken a firm stand on
Gaza, calling on all parties in-
volved to immediately cease fire
and allow humanitarian aid, while
focusing on a long term solution
to this decades-old dispute.
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau spoke with His
Majesty the Sultan earlier in Jan-
uary to discuss the situation in Is-
rael, the West Bank and Gaza,

Canada holds Oman
in high esteem, like the
other Gy members, for

the unique abilities
and friendly relations
that it enjoys with

Linteau informed.

Trudeau underscored his
country's “enduring support for a
two-state solution”, while calling
for the immediate release of all
hostages. Linteau asserted his
country’'s uncompromised posi-
tion on the protection of Pales-
tinian lives caught in the crisis.

Canada voted to stop arms
shipments to Israel over the Gaza
war and announced a five-fold in-
crease in visas for Palestinians in

every country

JEAN-PHILIPPE LINTEAU

(V K Shafeer)

Gaza. Canadian Immigration
Minister Marc Miller has stated
that 5,000 visas will be offered to
Palestinians seeking to join family
in Canada.

His Majesty the Sultan and
Prime Minister Trudeau shared
their deep concern for the dire
humanitarian situation in Gaza
and “stressed the importance of
upholding the international hu-
manitarian law, ensuring access
to affected areas and protecting

lauds Oman
eace talks

civilians.”

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the regional security im-
plications of the conflict and
efforts toward de-escalation, Lin-
teau added.

On a visit to Muscat last
month, he held meetings with
several ministers and senior offi-
cials.

Linteau expressed his delight
for the opportunity to visit and re-
vive relations with Oman. Follow-
ing a diplomatic disengagement
between Riyadh and Ottawa in
2018, relations between Oman
and Canada also saw a dull phase
until recently.

“We want more people-to-
people exchange, besides visits at
the ministerial level,” Linteau
said.

In this context, the envoy
spoke about Canada's strong
standing in the educational field
and encouraged students from
Oman to take advantage of his
country's cutting-edge education
system.

“l was told that the medical
practitioners trained in Canada
are doing really well with their
high skill sets. We would like to
take it further up.”

Linteau presented his creden-
tials to His Majesty the Sultan on
Monday, officially taking charge
as Ambassador to Oman.

SQU up 92 placesin
2025 QS rankings

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Sultan Qaboos University (SQU)
has advanced an impressive 92
places to rank 362nd globally in
the QS World University Rank-
ings 2025, marking a significant
improvement for the institution
following sustained efforts span-
ning over a year.

The university saw improve-
ments across various indicators
within the QS classification, in-
cluding academic reputation, em-
ployment reputation,
employment outcomes and sus-
tainability. These advancements
can be attributed to SQU's strate-
gic investments in nurturing close
and enduring collaborations with
academics and researchers
worldwide, as well as active con-
tributions of its faculty to colleges
and research centres, a state-
ment issued by SQU said.

‘Partnership with the labour
sector played a crucial role in this

RO38mn Wadi Adai Dam to
protect Muscat from floods

achievement, with direct coordi-
nation and communication with
entities, such as the National Em-
ployment Programme and Royal
Oman Police, positively impacti-
ng indicators related to job reputa-
tion and employment outcomes.’

The introduction of the Sus-
tainability Index in the QS World
University Rankings in 2025
helped underscore SQU's com-
mitment to sustainable develop-
ment goals in Oman, particularly
in social and environmental do-
mains, as evidenced by its rank-
ing of 286th globally in the QS
Sustainability Ranking.

H H Dr Fahad al Julanda al
Said, Vice-Chancellor of SQU, ex-
pressed pride and satisfaction
with the progress, emphasising
its alignment with Oman Vision
2040. He highlighted the univer-
sity's achievement of its first
strategic goal within the vision to
be among the top 500 global uni-
versities.

Continued on

Anas al Riyami shines in
world of freestyle wrestling
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

EA plants over 16mn wild
seeds for national initiative

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Environment Authority (EA) has
announced the planting of over
16mn wild seeds, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in its national
initiative to plant 10mn indige-
nous trees.

The announcement was made
on the occasion of World Envi-
ronment Day observed on June 5.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, an
EA official stressed on the global
significance of World Environ-
ment Day in raising awareness
and fostering collective action for
environmental preservation.

This year, Oman aligns with
the international community's
focus on land restoration, deser-
tification and drought resilience
under the slogan ‘Our land. Our
future. We are #Genera-
tionRestoration.’

Under the UN Environment
Programme, Saudi Arabia is host
of the 2024 World Environment
Day global celebrations.

In an effort to combat deserti-
fication and land degradation, EA
has spearheaded various initia-
tives, including the national drive
launched in 2020 to plant 10mn
wild trees nationwide in ten
years.

Towards this end, the author-
ity has planted more than 16mn
wild seeds and over 900,000
mangroves. Additionally,
373,000 wild saplings have been
distributed for plantation across

Oman was the first
countryin the Near
East and North Africa
region to join the
Agreement on Port
State Measures
targeting illegal,
unreported and
unregulated fishing

different governorates.

The 10mn wild trees planta-
tion initiative includes ghaf, al
samar and sidr for which nurs-
eries are being set up.

To facilitate tree planting, the
authority has initiated the con-
struction of Green Belt fences in
Dhofar. Forty-five fences are cur-

rently being installed. Addition-
ally, awareness campaigns tar-
geting diverse community groups
have been launched to advocate
farming and the preservation of
green spaces.

Emphasising EA's commit-
ment to strategic planning, the
national plan to combat deserti-
fication undergoes updates every
ten years, with the 2018-2030
plan currently in progress. Efforts
are underway to develop a na-
tional plan to combat drought in
collaboration with the Arab Or-
ganization for Agricultural Devel-
opment.

Day of action against
illegal fishing
Represented by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water

Resources, the sultanate marked
International Day for the Fight
against lllegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing on June 5.

Oman was the first country in
the Near East and North Africa
region to join the Agreement on
Port State Measures, which is
the first binding international
agreement to specifically target
illegal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing.

The ministry has implemented
a series of robust legislations and
policies designed to safeguard
marine resources, ensuring their
sustainability and proper man-
agement. These measures are
part of a broader strategy to treat
fisheries as renewable resources
that must be preserved for future
generations.

Bids invited for development
of Musannah fishing port

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources (MAFWR)
is inviting bids for the develop-
ment of a fishing port in Musan-
nah, South Batinah, to support
local fishermen and consolidate
the fisheries sector.

An official at MAFWR stated,
“The ministry has floated a ten-
der to establish, manage, operate
and maintain projects within Mu-
sannah fishing port.”

He further informed that the
tender - facilitated through the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning's Tatweer platform - is
open to companies and invest-
ment institutions with expertise
in managing, operating and main-
taining investment projects.

Highlighting the strategic im-
portance of the port's location,
the official emphasised its poten-
tial for growth and development
across multiple sectors.

MAFWR has earmarked ap-

proximately 32,828sgm of land
for various projects, including
those in the fisheries sector, as
well as services and invest-
ments encompassing commer-
cial and tourism ventures. In its
commitment to enhancing facil-
ities and services for the fish-
eries sector and other
stakeholders, MAFWR has allo-
cated land for investment for up
to 25 years.

Musannah fishing port also
aims to generate employment
opportunities for citizens, stimu-
late economic activity in the gov-

ernorate and shore up local rev-
enues. “Ancillary economic sec-
tors such as hotels, restaurants
and tourism services are ex-
pected to benefit from the fishing
port.”

The official underscored the
project’s objective of fostering ro-
bust partnerships with the pri-
vate sector to  achieve
sustainable development goals,
fortify the local economy, and
create avenues for success and
prosperity in the sector.

The deadline for submitting
bids is June 16, 2024.

SQU up 92 places in 2025 QS rankings

Continued from Page 01

On her part, H H Dr Mona bint
Fahd al Said, Assistant Vice-
Chancellor for International Co-
operation at SQU, extended
gratitude for the university's ele-
vated position. She emphasised
the university's commitment to
sustainability and continuous im-
provement in applying best prac-
tices to enhance its global

standing.

The QS Foundation analysed
data from 5,663 international
universities in 106 countries, with
only 1,503 universities included in
the 2025 global rankings. Of
these, 23 were new additions this
year.

Sohar University
debuts in QS rankings

Sohar University has found a

place in the QS rankings for the
first time, ranked in the 1001-
1200 category. The position gives
it the recognition of being the
second highest-ranking univer-
sity in Oman.

It ranked 38th globally for its
contributions to the international
scientific research network, and
35th for its research papers
among universities in Arab coun-
tries.
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RO38mn Wadi Adai Dam to
protect Muscat from floods

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources
(MAFWR) has started construc-
tion of Wadi Adai Dam, a project
crucial to enhancing Muscat's
flood protection mechanism.

Laid across Wadi Adai in the
wilayat of Muttrah, the dam is
being built at a cost of RO38mn.

Nasser bin Mohammed al
Battashi, Director General of
Water Resources at MAFWR,
stated that the dam is strategi-
cally positioned to manage rain
and flood waters originating from
six southern wadis in the wilayat
of Amerat, including water flow
from Al Ahbas al Alawiyah to
Qurum.

"This dam is a crucial part of
our flood protection strategy de-
signed to safeguard Qurum com-
mercial area and support urban
development in Amerat against
heavy rains," Battashi informed.

Construction started in Febru-

ary 2024 and will take 30
months with completion ex-
pected in 2026 end. Wadi Adai
Dam, the third among a system
of six planned, follows comple-
tion of Amerat Dam and Al Ju-

faina Dam.

Elaborating on the technical
aspects of the dam, Battashi in-
formed its construction involves
deep foundation treatment up to
50m below the surface and in-

cludes a composite structure of
stone and compacted earth
stretching 220m in length and
39m in height. Additionally, the
dam will feature a central asphalt
core to prevent water seepage

NASSER AL BATTASHI

and a side concrete spillway de-
signed to handle the maximum
flood water volume, comple-
mented by gates to regulate
water discharge.

The dam's reservoir is de-
signed to hold up to 23mn m3 of
water. To ensure structural in-
tegrity, MAFWR plans to equip
the dam with various monitoring
instruments. These will include
devices to track groundwater
level, water level in the lake, silt
accumulation and potential sub-
sidence.

Mobile subscriptions
surpass 6.98mn

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Mobile phone subscriptions in-
creased 3% in 2023 to 6.98mn,
recording a penetration rate of
135 per 100 individuals.

According to Telecommuni-
cations Regulatory Authority's
biannual report for July to De-
cember 2023, there was remark-
able growth - 102% to0 5,238 - in
5G stations compared to the
same period in 2022.

Fixed telephone subscriptions
increased 3% to 579,000,
reaching 82 per 100 households.
Fixed broadband subscriptions
saw a 5% increase compared to
2022, totalling 562,000 sub-
scriptions and achieving a pene-

tration rate of 80 per 100 house-
holds.

Postal sector
The number of outbound pack-
ages increased 27% to 207,515,
while local packages surged
46% to 1,738,918 in the second
quarter of 2023 compared to the
same period in 2022. Incoming
mail witnessed an 84% growth
to 1,197,119 in this period.
United Arab Emirates led in
sending international express
mail to Oman in the second
quarter of 2023, followed by the
United States and Saudi Arabia.
The top three destinations for
international express mail origi-
nating from Oman were Saudi
Arabia, UAE and Qatar.

Agreement signed to establish RO3mn, 286 acre-poultry farm in Buraimi

Muscat - Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning, in partnership
with Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources,
signed an agreement on
Wednesday with Royal Poultry
Farms to establish a breeder
poultry farm valued at RO3mn in
Buraimi.

The project in the Al Awha
area of the wilayat of Mahda,

spread over 286 acres, will target
an annual production capacity
exceeding 6mn birds.

Poised to generate substan-
tial employment opportunities,
the project will also play a crucial
role in supporting food security
in the governorate and the sul-
tanate.

Providing details of the sc-
ope and significance of the

(Supplied photo)

project, Nasser bin Ali al
Marshodi, Director General of
Agriculture,  Fisheries and
Water Resources in Buraimi,
said, “This is a milestone in our
efforts to boost the agricultural
sector's capacity and sustain-
ability.”

Marshodi informed that
more than 20 investment con-
tracts worth over RO5mn have

been signed in the governorate
in 2024, with 30 more invest-
ment opportunities expected
before the end of the year.
According to Marshodi, an
ongoing collaboration with the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning will result in 20 new
investment opportunities soon.
Plans are also underway to
formalise six additional inv-

estment opportunities focused
on promoting wheat cultivation in
the governorate.

Signing of the agreement for
the poultry farm marks a signifi-
cant step in Oman's strategic ef-
forts to develop self-sustaining
agricultural practices and en-
hance food security, aligning with
broader economic diversification
goals.

11.2%increase in farm
firesin 2023: CDAA

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Civil Defence and Ambulance
Authority (CDAA) has reported
an increase of 11.2% in farm fires
in 2023, with 947 incidents
recorded across the sultanate
compared to 851in 2022.

Highlighting the severity of
the situation, the authority em-
phasised the challenges faced in
dealing with various types of
farm fires, including in agricul-
tural waste. Characterised by
high temperatures and dry vege-
tation, summer months con-
tribute significantly to a spike in
fire incidents.

CDAA underscored the im-
portance of preventive mea-
sures, urging farm owners to

implement fire safety protocols
such as proper storage of fer-
tiliser and pesticides away from
sunlight, safe disposal of
cigarette butts, and controlled
burning of waste in designated
areas.

Emphasising the role of
weather conditions, CDAA ad-
vised choosing appropriate time
for waste burning to prevent fires
from spreading due to windy
conditions. It recommended the
use of sturdy farm fences to pro-
vide protection against fires.

Additionally, CDAA issued a
cautionary reminder to holiday-
makers cooking or barbecuing
near farm areas to ensure fires
are completely extinguished be-
fore departing to prevent poten-
tial fire outbreaks.

Send your comments to
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WATCH
MSX30 4,778.69
Sensex 74,382.24
RATES

(RO1 equals)

India 216.63
Pakistan 723.24
Bangladesh 305.22
Philippines 152.47
Sri Lanka 785.61

*Rates as on June 05
Source: xe.com

Oil prices
continue near
four month lows
Oil prices hovered near
four-month lows in Asia on
Wednesday as markets
digested an OPEC+ decision
to boost supply later this
year and following an
increase in US crude and
refined products stocks.

Global benchmark Brent
crude futures were up 1 cent
at $77.53 a barrel by 0638
GMT, while the US
benchmark West Texas
Intermediate crude futures
were down 2 cents at $73.23
a barrel, Reuters reported.

Both contracts fell nearly
a dollar on Tuesday to their
lowest settlement levels
since early February, and
had declined around $3 a
barrel on Monday.

Since Wednesday oil
prices have witnessed
consistent decline after
OPEC+ announced that it
will extend output cuts into
2025.

Salalah Port ranks as second most
efficient container port in the world

Salalah - The Port of Salalah re-
tained its position as the second
most efficient container port in
the world, according to the 2023
Container Port Performance
Index (CPPI). Additionally,
Salalah Port claimed the top spot
in the West Central and South
Asia region.

The CPPI, developed by the
World Bank and S&P Global
Market Intelligence, is based on
an extensive dataset from 405
ports worldwide, the largest to
date. This dataset comprises
over 182,000 vessel calls,
238.2mn moves, and approxi-
mately 38Imn twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs) for the
full calendar year of 2023.

Port performance is measured
by the efficiency of vessel
turnaround time, known as 'Total
Port Hours' - the total duration
from when a ship reaches the
port limits, pilot station, or an-
chorage zone until it departs the
berth after completing its cargo
exchange.

According to the report, the
Port of Salalah, with 1,146 vessel
calls, achieved 164.72 index
points, ranking second only to
Yangshan in China, which had
3,509 vessel calls and an index
score of 177.9.

Amidst the changes in global
rankings caused by regional dis-

ruptions, China's Yangshan Port
retained its first-place position,
while the Port of Salalah secured
its second-place ranking. The
Port of Cartagena in Colombia

moved up to third place, Tanger-
Mediterranean in Morocco held
fourth, and Malaysia's Tanjung
Pelepas Port rounded out the top
five.

Salalah Port's strategic loca-
tion, expanding connectivity, and
world-class operations provide
its customers with a significant
competitive edge in the region.
As a vital transshipment hub,
Salalah also plays a crucial role in
boosting the local economy in
Dhofar by offering exceptional
connectivity for importers and
exporters to trade globally.

The port's high efficiency en-
hances local business confidence
and attracts investment, includ-
ing foreign direct investment
(FDD.

The Port of Salalah is currently
carrying out a $300mn container
terminal upgrade and expansion
project. Next week, the port will
receive the final four out of ten
new ZPMC  ship-to-shore

cranes. The first cranes, with a
75-meter/26-container  out-
reach, arrived at the start of
2024 and are currently being
commissioned and tested to
start operations.

Once the project is com-
pleted in the first quarter of
2025, annual capacity at the ter-
minal will increase from 5mn to
6émn TEUs. The extra capacity
will allow it to efficiently serve as
a key hub for the Gemini Coop-
eration - a long-term operational
collaboration between Maersk
and Hapag-Lloyd, which will
start in February 2025, with ad-
ditional capacity available for
other shipping lines.

"Retaining this title for the
third consecutive year reaffirms
our strong commitment to con-
tinuous performance improve-
ment, even during challenging
times," said Keld Christensen,
CEO of the Port of Salalah.

Scott Selman, Chief Operating
Officer of Salalah Port, said, "l am
pleased to see the Port of Salalah
retaining our position despite the
challenges to global container
trade that have negatively im-
pacted vessel schedules. The
year 2023 has been particularly
challenging operationally due to
the ongoing Container Terminal
upgrade construction.”

ONA

Tethys Oil submits Block 56
field development plan

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Swedish energy company Tethys
Oil has achieved a significant
milestone in its oil exploration
and appraisal activities in Oman.

The company, through its
wholly-owned Oman subsidiary,
has submitted its first compre-
hensive Field Development Plan
(FDP) for Block 56, Mudawrat
Concession, to the Omani Min-
istry of Energy and Minerals for
review and approval.

The FDP details the plan to
develop and appraise resources
in three discovered oil fields, the
Al Jumd, Menna, and Sarha
fields, covering multiple reser-
voirs, Tethys Oil said in a state-
ment on its website.

The development of the fields
is expected to be conducted by
drilling several horizontal devel-
opment wells.

'The surface development
concept will be designed to ac-
commodate future needs and
will initially use a fast-track op-
tion with export via neighbouring
operators, as was the case during
the Al Jumd extended well test in
2023,' the company said.

Tethys Oil added that the FDP
also includes a roadmap for a

continued exploration strategy
for Block 56's additional leads
and prospects.

Upon the Ministry of Energy
and Minerals’ approval, the
terms of the Exploration and
Production Sharing Agreement
for Block 56 will be extended to
fulfill the commercial develop-
ment of the discovered fields in
the block.

The partner group for Block
56 consists of Tethys Oil as the
operator with a 65% share, and
the partners Biyaq Qilfield Ser-
vices with a 25% share, Medco
Arabia Ltd with a 5% share, and
Intaj LLC with a 5% share.

"We are very pleased to have
submitted the FDP for Block 56,
a major milestone for Tethys Qil.
We now look forward to getting
the ministry’'s approval to declare

commerciality and start the im-
plementation of the FDP as well
as putting the fields in produc-
tion. | would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals, Petroleum
Development Oman, and Med-
coEnergi for their cooperation
and support. | would also like to
thank our team for their hard
work and our partners on Block
56, Biyag Oilfield Services,
Medco Arabia Ltd, and Intaj LLC,
for their valuable contributions,”
Magnus Nordin, Managing Di-
rector of Tethys QOil, said.
Tethys Oil is an oil exploration
and production company fo-
cused on onshore areas with
known oil discoveries. The com-
pany's core area is Oman, where
it holds interests in Blocks 3&4,
Block 49, Block 56, and Block 58.

Oman participates in Russia's flagship
economic forum as guest country

Our Correspondent
Muscat

For the first time, Oman is partic-
ipating as a guest country at the
27th St. Petersburg International
Economic Forum (SPIEF), which
is being held from June 5 to June
8 in the Russian city of St. Peters-
burg.

Oman's participation in Rus-
sia's flagship forum underscores
the sultanate's commitment to
promoting economic coopera-
tion and partnerships with Rus-
sia. The forum highlights
investment opportunities across
various sectors and introduces
new markets for Omani exports.

The Omani delegation to
SPIEF 2024 is led by H E Qais bin
Mohammed al Yousef, Minister
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion. The dele-
gation includes senior-level
government officials and repre-
sentatives from several govern-
ment and private sector
companies in tourism, mining,
food security, and logistics.

The primary objectives of
Oman's participation at SPIEF
2024 are to attract high-quality
direct investments from Russia,
boost Omani exports to Russia,
optimise the utilisation of Omani

ports for re-exports, and show-
case comprehensive investment
opportunities.

This strategic initiative is de-
signed to fortify economic and
trade relations between the two
nations. Leveraging its presence
in international forums, Oman is
keen to promote its investment
incentives, available opportuni-
ties, and a favourable business
environment for establishing
commercial projects in target
sectors, in alignment with Oman
Vision 2040.

Highlighting the importance

of this participation, H E Yousef
emphasised Oman's dedication,
represented by government en-
tities and the private sector, to
explore all possible economic co-
operation fields with Russia.

He noted the sincere desire to
exchange knowledge and exper-
tise with the Russian side, hop-
ing the forum will meet both
countries' aspirations on various
levels and address the chal-
lenges facing business activities,
especially in trade and invest-
ment.

On the sidelines of the official

forum, the Oman-Russia Forum
will be held today, promoting
Oman's investment and com-
mercial environment.

The St. Petersburg Interna-
tional Economic Forum is a sig-
nificant global event bringing
together representatives from
130 countries. The forum pro-
vides a platform for exchanging
expertise and viewpoints among
decision-makers worldwide, dis-
cussing key economic issues,
and addressing challenges facing
Russia, emerging markets, and
the global economy.

Bank Muscat honours government institutions and corporates

Muscat - Bank Muscat, the lead-
ing financial service provider in
Oman, celebrated the 17th edi-
tion of its annual Partners in
Progress Awards ceremony at
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre. This annual event aims to
acknowledge the efforts made by
top merchant partners from gov-
ernment institutions and private
sector companies to implement
various payment acceptance so-
lutions using POS terminals.
During the event trophies
were handed to the winners from
top 40 institutions. The gala

event was attended by members
of the bank’'s management team
and representatives from the re-
spective institutions participat-
ing.

Nine ministries and govern-
ment institutions won awards for
implementing the bank's pay-
ment acceptance solutions at the
awards ceremony including

Royal Oman Police, Ministry of
Labour, Ministry of Commerce,
Industry & Investment Promo-
tion, Ministry of Interior, Ministry
of Housing & Urban Planning,

Behar, Oman Development Bank,
Supreme Judiciary Council and
Nama.

Corporate merchant partner
winners included: Lulu Hyper-

market, Landmark Group, Oman
Qil, ONEIC, OIFC, Talabat, Car-
refour, Sharaf DG, NMC Health-
care, IKEA, Liva Insurance, Al
Shaya International, Shell Oman
Marketing, Malabar Gold Jew-
ellery, Pizza Hut, Muscat Phar-
macy, Oman International
Container Terminal, Apparel In-
ternational, Salam Air, The Inter-
national School of Choueifat,
Global Money  Exchange,
Makkah Hypermarket, Thawani,
Tageer Finance, Six Senses Zighy
Bay, Saud Bahwan Automotive,
Al Fair, YAAS Modern Shopping,

My Tour, OoredooOman and
Omantel.

In a press release, Abdulnasir
al Raisi, General Manager - Per-
sonal Banking, Bank Muscat, said,
“Our partners from government
institutions and private compa-
nies have contributed immensely
in enhancing the use of digital
payment solutions. This spread
and influence contributed in sup-
porting the development and
launch of advanced payment op-
tions to enhance customer expe-
rience and facilitate a much
easier transaction process.”
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Indian stocks revive after worst day in 4 years

Modi 3.0 will have policy
continuity amid fiscal
challenges: Moody's

Mumbai, India - Indian stock
markets experienced a significant
surge of over 3% by the closing
session on Wednesday, bouncing
back from the losses incurred
during the election results on
Tuesday.

The NSE Nifty 50 index soared
by 3.36%, settling at 22,620.35
points, while the BSE Sensex saw
arobust increase of 3.2%, closing
at 74,382.24 points. Both indices
surpassed their closing levels
from the previous Friday, when
the Nifty index closed at 22,531
points.

On the day of the election re-
sults, the Nifty had plunged to a

low of 21,281, and the Sensex had
dropped to 46,078. Since then,
the Nifty has recovered by 1,346
points, and the Bank Nifty has
gained 3,250 points from the pre-
vious day's lows.

"Indian market exhibited a
spirited recovery driven by broad
based buying across various sec-
tors, as political stability appears
assured. However, attention will
remain on the formation of the
government and the forthcoming
RBI policy meeting. The market
does not expect any change in
RBI's policy stance given persis-
tent high food inflation, and an
expectation of an increase in gov-

ernment spending, which has led
to a notable traction in FMCG
stocks," said Vinod Nair, Head of

Research, Geojit Financial Ser-
vices.

Al sectoral indices on
Wednesday saw gains ranging
from 2.3% to 5.8%. The key sec-
tors such as banking, automobile,
financial services, FMCG, and
metal demonstrated notable in-
creases, each rising by over 4%.
In the broader market, the BSE
MidCap index surged by 4.48%,
and the BSE SmallCap index
climbed by 2.93%.

The positive performance on
Wednesday followed a turbulent
session on Tuesday, where the
Sensex closed at 72,079.05
points, down by 4,389.73 points

or 5.74%, and the Nifty closed at
21,884.50 points, down by
1,379.40 points or 5.93%.

During that session, all Nifty
sectoral indices, except for Nifty
FMCG, were deeply in the red. In-
dices such as Nifty Metal, Nifty
Bank, Nifty Financial Services,
Nifty PSU Bank, Nifty Private
Bank, Nifty Realty, and Nifty Qil
and Gas experienced the most
significant declines.

The recovery on Wednesday
reflects investor optimism and
confidence returning to the mar-
ket, with broad-based gains
across various sectors.

ANI

New Delhi, India - India's
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) secured a
majority in the general elec-
tions, securing a third term for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

This victory indicates con-
tinuity in policy, particularly in
infrastructure spending and
boosting domestic manufac-
turing, which are expected to

support robust economic
growth, according to
Moody's Rating

However, th
NDA's slim

margin of vic-
tory and the
BJP's loss of a
outright major
in parliament
slow down more extensive
economic and fiscal reforms,
potentially impeding fiscal
consolidation efforts. Moody's
projects India's economic
strength to continue, with an
anticipated real GDP growth
of around 7% over the three-
year period from fiscal 2023-
24 t0 2025-26. This growth is
expected to benefit from on-
going infrastructure develop-
ment and digitalisation efforts.
Despite this outlook, struc-
tural weaknesses pose risks to
long-term growth potential.
High youth unemployment

and low productivity growth in
the agriculture sector con-
strain economic expansion,
the ratings agency said.
Moody's said that the gov-
ernment's focus on fiscal con-
solidation is expected to
continue, but significant im-
provements in debt ratios and
interest servicing have yet to
be realised. Since the trough in
fiscal 2020-21, the central
government's deficit has likely
narrowed for three consecu-
tive years.
India's general
overnment

lebt is pro-
ected to sta-
dilise  above
0% of GDP

ar the next

three years, com-

pared to 70.5% in fiscal
2018-19.

General government inter-
est payments are forecast to
fall to around 24% of general
government revenue over the
next two years, down from
over 28% in fiscal 2020-21,
but still higher than the pre-
pandemic ratio of less than
23%.

This situation underscores
the need for the incoming
government to balance fiscal
consolidation with growth-
supportive measures.

ANI

MENA investmentsto
risein 2024 as interest
rates expected to drop

Dubai, UAE - According to Tenet
Consulting, the subdued M&A
activity witnessed in 2023,
marked by its lowest step-up in
a decade across numerous ven-
ture capital (VC) markets world-
wide, raised concerns about the
health of the investment land-
scape.

However, anticipation is brew-
ing for a potential turnaround in
2024, fueled by the expected
drop in interest rates.

This impending shift has the
potential to breathe new life into
initial public offerings (IPOs) and
M&A deals, reigniting investor
confidence and deal-making mo-
mentum. Tenet Consulting pre-
sented its study on Global
Startup Valuation Trends during
the third edition of VC Weekend
by Gingo Partners.

“The forecasted interest rate
decline carries significant impli-
cations for valuation dynamics.
Lower interest rates generally
translate to cheaper borrowing
costs, incentivising businesses to

pursue expansionary strategies
such as mergers and acquisi-
tions,” said Alexey Bogdanov,
Partner at Tenet Consulting.

“Moreover, the prospect of re-
duced borrowing expenses could
entice more companies to go
public, tapping into the equity
markets to fuel growth initia-
tives.”

The slowdown in VC invest-
ments was not unique to the
Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region, as it mirrored a
global trend preceding the de-
cline witnessed last year.

However, the region had pre-
viously stood out due to the sig-
nificant support from
government-related  entities,
keen on fostering their local tech
ecosystems by heavily backing
regional VC funds.

Expectations are high for a
resurgence in investment activity
across the MENA region this
year, following a dip in 2023.
Forecasts indicate that startups
based in Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates will likely
continue to take center stage in
dealmaking.

ECB expected to cut interest rates now

Piero Cingari

The European Central Bank
(ECB) is expected to cut interest
rates at its June 6 meeting, as
widely signalled in recent weeks
by its policymakers.

The interest rate on the main
refinancing  operations, the
marginal lending facility, and the
deposit facility are anticipated to
drop by 25 basis points to 4.25%,
4.50%, and 3.75%, respectively.

This will mark the first cut
since March 2016 for both the
main refinancing operations rate
and the marginal lending rate
while, for the deposit rate, it will
be the first reduction since
September 2019.

The overall increase of 450
basis points implemented by
Frankfurt between July 2022 and
September 2023 has contributed
to bringing down the headline in-
flation rate in the eurozone from
a peak of 10.6% in October 2022
t0 2.6% in May 2024.

President Christine Lagarde
indicated in March that more
clarity and sufficient data would
be available by June. It appears
that moment has arrived.

While inflation has not yet
completely met the 2% target,
its substantial decrease signals a

continuing downward trend ex-
pected to persist in the coming
months.

According to the latest ECB
projections from March 2024,
the average inflation rate is ex-
pected to decrease to 2% in
2025 and 1.9% in 2026. As for
core inflation, which excludes
energy and food prices, projec-
tions see it at 2.1% for 2025 and
2.0% for 2026.

The 25 basis points cut would
also continue to maintain posi-
tive real interest rates, as nomi-
nal rates will remain above the

current inflation rate. Thus, it will
indicate a reduction in the degree
of monetary policy restrictive-
ness, rather than a broader nor-
malisation.

The rising and elevated cost of
borrowing has created a slow-
down in the bloc's economic
growth, containing demand to
put a brake on price pressures.

While the euro area's econ-
omy expanded by 0.3% in the
first quarter of 2024, the preced-
ing two quarters were both
marked by 0.1% contractions.
The second quarter of 2023 saw

a minor 0.1% growth, and the
first quarter of 2023 and the last
of 2022 saw stagnation.

Despite the widely anticipated
rate cut in June, recent remarks
from ECB officials suggest that
there will be no pre-commitment
to future cuts afterward.

This means that a further rate
cut in July remains uncertain, as
the ECB aims to retain flexibility
in its decisions and continue
monitoring economic data.

Eurozone inflation edged
higher in May, reaching 2.6%,
above the expected 2.5%, while
core inflation rose to 2.9% from
2.7% in April.

The ECB faces the challenge
of balancing the risks of cutting
rates too much against those of
cutting too little. If Frankfurt
eases monetary policy too
quickly and significantly, it would
likely boost consumer demand
and investment. However, this
could also risk rekindling infla-
tionary pressures before the 2%
target is fully achieved.

The ECB would expose itself
to uncertainties related to energy
prices and geopolitical tensions
with reduced buffers, potentially
leading to undesirable effects on
price dynamics.

(Source: Euronews.com)

Tamer US|

Diccon Hyatt

Friday's US data on Personal
Consumption Expenditures
(PCE) from the Bureau of
Economic Analysis could please
officials at the Federal Reserve
after a streak of hotter-than-ex-
pected inflation reports at
the outset of the year suggested
the fight against rapidly rising
prices was taking a turn for the
worse.

Echoing another inflation
measure released earlier this

month, the PCE price index
showed inflation rose 2.7% over
the year in April, in line with ex-
pectations and unchanged since
March. The annual number is still
well above the 2% annual rate
that the Fed is aiming for, but the
lack of movement stifled fears
that inflation has reignited.

Of special note to Fed-watch-
ers, the report showed "core" in-
flation increasing 0.2% over the
month, easing from a 0.3% rate
the month before. Fed officials
pay close attention to core infla-

Federal Reserve building in Washington, DC

tion since it excludes volatile
prices for food and energy and
serves as an indicator of longer-
term inflation trends.

The central bank is aiming to
tamp down inflation by keeping
borrowing costs high for all kinds
of loans, discouraging spending
and allowing supply and demand
to rebalance. Fed officials in re-
cent weeks have said they'll keep
it at its current level, a 23-year
high, for as long as it takes to
quell inflation.

By itself, one inflation report is

unlikely to be enough to convince
the Fed that inflation is beaten
and they can safely lower the
benchmark fed funds rate,
economists said. A string of sim-
ilarly cool inflation reports over
the summer, however, could set
the stage for a rate cut later in
the year, several economists
said.

"Although further progress is
likely needed before the Fed is
comfortable easing policy, the
April data largely make the hot
inflation data at the start of the

nflation in April revives hopes for interest-rate cut in September

year look more like a blip rather
than renewed acceleration in
price growth,” Tim Quinlan and
Shannon Seery Grein,
economists at Wells Fargo Secu-
rities, said in a commentary.

“This inflation data combined
with the softening in overall
spending suggests the door is
still open for potential Fed easing
later this year, though it will need
to see further progress on infla-
tion before rate cuts are truly in
play.”

(Source: Investopedia)
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MoH launches
second PSFI

The Ministry of Health
(MoH), represented by the
Quality Assurance Center,
marked on Tuesday the
launch of the second edition of
Patient Safety Friendly Initia-
tive (PSFI) under the patron-
age of Dr Ahmed al Mandhari,
undersecretary for Planning
and Health Regulation, Min-
istry of Health, in the presence
of director generals and hos-
pital directors of different gov-
ernorates.

The initiative was launched
in six governorates, with three
health centers in each gover-
norate. The Patient Safety Ini-
tiative involves assessing
healthcare institutions ac-
cording to globally recognised
standards by the World
Health Organisation, a press

release said.

In 2022, the project was
commenced in  primary
healthcare and has been suc-
cessfully implemented in five
governorates, encompassing
a total of nine health centres,
completing the second as-
sessment. Moreover, the third
edition of the initiative frame-
work was launched in seven
hospitals on Monday, which
were previously evaluated by
WHO as a patient-safety
friendly hospital in the second
edition.

The events were attended
by heads of quality manage-
ment and patient safety de-
partments, primary care
directors, as well as focal
points for patient safety and
chairpersons of patient safety.

Alfa Romeo Oman delivers
nine Stelvios to MHD Leasing

Alfa Romeo Oman announced
the delivery of nine Alfa Romeo
Stelvio SUVs to MHD Leasing,
marking a significant milestone
for the brand in the region.

The Alfa Romeo Stelvio, cele-
brated for its Italian heritage,
stunning design, and dynamic
performance, is set to integrate
into MHD Leasing's premium
fleet. This acquisition under-
scores the growing demand for
luxury vehicles that offer a blend
of performance, innovation, and
sophisticated design, a press re-
lease said.

Mohsin Hani al Bahrani, CEO
of MHD Automobiles, com-
mented, “We are delighted to
see the Stelvio becoming an in-
tegral part of MHD Leasing's
fleet. This transaction highlights
the trust and recognition Alfa
Romeo has earned in the market.
The Stelvio's combination of lux-
ury, performance, and advanced
features will undoubtedly im-
press MHD Leasing's clientele.”

The addition of the Stelvio
to MHD Leasing's portfolio
demonstrates a shared vision of
offering premium, high-perfor-
mance vehicles to discerning
customers. As Alfa Romeo
Oman continues to expand, this
delivery exemplifies the brand's
commitment to excellence and

customer satisfaction.

The Alfa Romeo Stelvio is
available in two variants in
Oman. The Veloce variant offers
a superior driving experience
with its 2Itr Turbo Engine deliv-
ering 280hp, paired with an 8-
speed automatic transmission
and All-Wheel Drive (AWD).
Enhanced by Level 2 Advanced
Driver Assist Systems, it ensures
safety and convenience while re-
flecting Alfa Romeo's rich her-
itage through its Italian design.
The perfect weight distribution
and Alfa Link suspension system
contribute to uncompromising
driving dynamics and maximum
comfort.

Kaldi 850, Al Woshil Football
Team announce partnership

Kaldi 850, a leading name in pre-
mium coffee, has announced a
dynamic new partnership with
the Al Woshil Football Team.
This collaboration aims to
bring together the energy of
sports and the rich tradition of
coffee to create a vibrant and en-
gaging experience for fans and

the community, said Paul Biswa-
jit, Country Head of Kaldi 850
Coffee.

As part of this partnership, Kaldi
850 will become the official coffee
sponsor of the Al Woshil Football
Team, this partnership under-
scores Kaldi 850 Coffee's commit-
ment to supporting local sports

and community engagement.

The collaboration is seen to
bring mutual benefits, including
increased brand visibility for Kaldi
850 Coffee and financial or |
logistical support for Al Woshil,
enhancing its performance and
outreach in the football commu-
nity.

Khedmah unveils future
projects at COMEX 2024

Oman Investment & Finance Co
(OIFC) Khedmabh, a pioneer in
payments and bill collection ser-
vices in the Sultanate of Oman,
has unveiled several future pro-
jects at the 33rd edition of
COMEX 2024 - the Sultanate's
premier technology event, re-
cently held from May 27 to 30,
2024, at the Oman Convention
and Exhibition Center (OCEC).

Among the prominent pro-
jects to be launched soon is
‘Khedmah Delivery’, a brand-
new mobile application designed
to meet customer needs and
simplify the food ordering and
delivery experience, a press re-
lease said.

These pioneering projects
that Khedmah is working on are
the result of its deep technical
expertise in understanding the
dynamics and needs of the local
market, keeping pace with the
latest technological develop-
ments, and harnessing them to
serve customers better.
Khedmah's participation in

COMEX 2024 reaffirms its con-
tinuous commitment to pushing
the boundaries of innovation in
the electronic payment land-
scape and providing products
and services that meet diverse
customer needs.

Said Ahmed Safrar, CEO at
OIFC said, "We are very pleased
to unveil the future projects that
Khedmah is working on at

COMEX 2024. These pioneering
projects reflect the company's
diligent efforts to diversify its
business portfolio and support
the digital transformation in the
country by adopting a digital in-
novation approach and leverag-
ing technology to simplify
customers' lives.

“We will soon launch the
Khedmah Delivery app in re-

sponse to the demands of the
contemporary local business en-
vironment, characterised by the
integration of technology in all
commercial operations, espe-
cially in the field of food delivery.
Through this, we aim to enhance
the food ordering and delivery
landscape in Oman and take it
to new heights of growth and
development.

The Khimji (KR)
Eshraga ‘Tasees Programme’, in
collaboration with SME Devel-
opment Authority (SMEDA),
has successfully concluded the
sixth edition of its Pre-incuba-
tion Programme for startups.

Designed to equip en-
trepreneurs with the necessary
skills and knowledge to trans-
late their innovative ideas into
businesses, Tasees' Pre-incuba-
tion Programme guided partici-
pants through the essential
phases of business develop-
ment. SMEs that underwent the
programme were eligible to
apply for a loan through the Au-
thority’s funding initiative (Al
Azm) upon completion of the
Jahiziah programme, a press re-
lease said.

With the objective of provid-

Ramdas

ing entrepreneurs with the es-
sential tools and knowledge to
translate their concepts into

real-time businesses, the Pre-in-
cubation Program consisted of
comprehensive modules span-

ning over three weeks. These
modules include in-class in-
structional sessions covering

idea validation, business model
canvas, marketing plans, opera-
tions planning, and financial

KR Eshraga’s "Tasees Programme’ pre-incubation concludes

management, followed by indi-
vidual coaching and final busi-
ness plan presentations.

Nineteen participants pre-
sented their business projects,
aligning with the pillars of Oman
Vision 2040; in various fields,
including manufacturing,
tourism, agriculture, fish farm-
ing, technical applications, and
educational and consulting in-
stitutions. They presented their
business plans to the evaluation
team, which included Qais
Rashid al Toubi, general super-
visor of ‘The Rising Omani Star-
tups' Programme at the SMEs
Development Authority
(SMEDA), and Mahmoud bin
Khalifa al Saqri, CEO of Eshraqga
Foundation.

Nailesh  Khimji, director,
Khimji Ramdas stated, “The

Eshraga Foundation's ‘Tasees’
has successfully guided and
trained diverse groups of en-
trepreneurs to achieve excel-
lence. Alongside SMEDA, we
are committed to empowering
them to leverage available en-
trepreneurship resources and
contribute effectively to the Sul-
tanate of Oman'’s economic de-
velopment, in alignment with
Oman Vision 2040.”

Toubi added, “Our collabora-
tion with KR Eshraga’s ‘Tasees'
has resulted in training and
qualifying many aspiring en-
trepreneurs, equipping them
with the essential skills and
competencies needed for sus-
tainability and risk manage-
ment. This programme
exemplifies our joint commit-
ment to supporting SMEs.”
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Over Tmn people in Gaza ‘expected to

Ankara/Gaza - Over one million
people, almost half of the Gazan
population, are ‘expected to face
death and starvation by mid-
July’, the UN's Food and Agricul-
tural Organization (FAO) said on
Wednesday.

In a report called Hunger
Hotspots Report: famine looms
in Gaza while the risk of starva-
tion persists in Sudan, Haiti, Mali,
and South Sudan, the FAO
pointed out the dangers that the
Israeli-Palestinian crisis has
brought.

“The ongoing conflict in Pales-
tine is expected to further aggra-
vate already catastrophic levels
of acute hunger, with starvation
and death already taking place,
alongside the unprecedented
death toll, widespread destruc-
tion and displacement of nearly
the total population of the Gaza
Strip - the report warns,” the
FAO said.

“In mid-March 2024, famine
was projected to occur by the
end of May in the two northern
governorates of the Gaza Strip,
unless hostilities ended, full ac-
cess was granted to humanitar-
jan agencies, and essential
services were restored,” it noted.

The agency warned: “"Over
one million people - half the pop-
ulation of Gaza - are expected to
face death and starvation (IPC
Phase 5) by mid-July.”

The report also cautions
about the wider regional conse-
quences of the crisis, which
could worsen the existing food
security challenges in Lebanon
and Syria.

Israel has continued its brutal

This file photo shows a Palestinian child carrying empty containers to get food distributed by charitable organisations as Israeli attacks continue in Rafah City of Gaza on January 25

FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION

offensive on Gaza since an Octo-
ber 7 Hamas attack despite a UN
Security Council resolution de-

manding an immediate cease-
fire. More than 36,500 Palestini-
ans have since been killed in

Gaza, the vast majority being
women and children, and nearly
83,000 others injured, according
to local health authorities.

Nearly eight months into the
Israeli war, vast swathes of Gaza
lay in ruins amid a crippling
blockade of food, clean water,
and medicine.

Israel stands accused of geno-
cide at the International Court of
Justice, which in its latest ruling
has ordered Tel Aviv to immedi-

ately halt its operation in the
southern city of Rafah, where
over a million Palestinians had
sought refuge from the war be-
fore it was invaded on May 6.

Israeli army expands
Rafah incursion
Meanwhile, the Israeli army on
Wednesday expanded its incur-
sion into Rafah in the southern-
most of the Gaza Strip, along
with advancing toward the east-

ern areas of the Bureij and Mag-
hazi refugee camps, central the
strip. An Anadolu correspondent
quoted eyewitnesses that con-
firmed the Israeli military vehi-
cles’ advancement toward the
‘Eastern Garage' area and in the
vicinity of Al-Awda Mosque in
central Rafah.

The witnesses added that the
army’'s advancement
comes amid heavy Israeli ar-
tillery shelling on Rafah.

Israeli

face death, starvation' by mid-July: UN

In Khan Younis, the Israeli
army made an incursion into the
Qarara town, eastern Khan You-
nis city, according to Anadolu re-
porter. In the central Gaza Strip,
the Israeli army conducted a lim-
ited incursion toward the eastern
areas of the Bureij and Maghazi
refugee camps under heavy ar-
tillery shelling on the area, leav-
ing casualties among
Palestinians.

The Health Ministry is yet to
confirm the number of casualties
in the area.

US awaiting

Hamas response

The US is still waiting for a re-
sponse from the Palestinian
group Hamas on a proposed
Gaza cease-fire deal, National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
said on Tuesday.

“The ball is in Hamas's court
as to whether they're going to
accept it or not. Now we are
waiting for a response from
Hamas,” Sullivan told reporters.

The US is in contact with
Qatari mediators who conveyed
the proposal from the Israeli ne-
gotiators to Hamas, Sullivan said,
adding that Hamas needs to ac-
cept the proposal.

Sullivan added that CIA Direc-
tor William Burns will be in the
capital Doha consulting with
Qatar’s prime minister as well as
its emir.

"“Bill Burns will be quite inter-
ested in hearing firsthand, in per-
son, what the nature of those
discussions was and where
things go from here,” he said.
Anadolu Agency

US House votes to sanction
International Criminal Court

Washington, D.C., US - The US
House of Representatives voted
on Tuesday to impose sanctions
against the International Criminal
Court (ICC) in response to its
chief prosecutor seeking arrest
warrants against Israeli leaders.

The bill was passed along bi-
partisan lines in a 247-155 vote
joined by 42 Democrats despite
opposition from the White
House.

The lllegitimate Court Coun-
teraction Act would require
mandatory sanctions and visa re-
strictions on any foreign person
working or providing funds for
the ICC in prosecutions against
the US, Israel or any other US ally
that is not party to the ICC.

The vote came after ICC Chief
Karim Khan last
recommended  war

Prosecutor
month
crimes charges against lIsraeli

leaders including Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant.
The White House previously
said it was ‘deeply concerned’
about the ICC prosecutor’s appli-
cation for arrest warrants against
Israeli leaders but said the Biden

administration ‘strongly opposes’
the legislation.

“There are more effective
ways to defend Israel, preserve
US positions on the ICC, and pro-
mote international justice and ac-
countability, and the
Administration stands ready to

work with Congress on those op-
tions,” it said in a statement on
Monday.

The bill is largely symbolic,
since the US does not recognise
the jurisdiction of the ICC.

Last week, the top four Con-
gressional leaders - House
Speaker Mike Johnson, Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
House Democratic Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries and Senate Minor-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell -
officially invited Netanyahu to
deliver an address to a joint
meeting of Congress.

The date is still unclear. US
Senator Dick Durbin said on
Tuesday that he would not have
invited Netanyahu to address a
joint meeting of Congress. "I
would not have sent a letter of in-
vitation,” Durbin told reporters.
Anadolu Agency

China ‘successfully’ tests first-ever drone
delivery on Mount Everest: State media

Beijing, China - China on
Wednesday said it has ‘success-
fully’ completed the first-ever
drone delivery tests on Mt Ever-
est, the world's tallest mountain,
from the Nepali side, paving the
way for facilitating high-altitude
mountaineering, emergency res-
cue and environmental protec-
tion operations, state media
reported.

A DJI FlyCart 30 was used in
the April tests, during which
three oxygen bottles and 1.5kg of
other supplies were flown from
the Base Camp (at an altitude of
5,364m) to Camp 1 (at about
6,000m) of the world's highest
peak, also known as Mt Qo-

molangma in China, and trash
was carried down on the return
trip, Beijing-based Xinhua News
reported. The drone could carry
15kg of supplies between the
camps in 12 minutes for a round
trip, day or night, according to the
Chinese drone maker DJI.

During the tests, FlyCart 30
flew as high as 6,191.8m on Mt
Everest situated on the border of
Nepal and China and could carry
a 15kg payload steadily at an alti-
tude of 6,000m. Following the
tests, a Nepali drone company
was contracted to establish
drone delivery operations on
Mount Everest from May 22.
Anadolu Agency

Jerusalem - Israel’s Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Wednesday sent a tough
warning to the Lebanese
Hezbollah group, stressing that
the Israeli army is prepared for
‘an extremely powerful action’
against Lebanon.

Netanyahu made the state-
ment during his visit to the
northern settlement of Kiryat
Shmona which witnessed at-
tacks by the Hezbollah group in
recent days.

‘We are prepared for an ex-
tremely powerful action in the
north' against Lebanon, Ne-
tanyahu wrote on his X ac-
count along with a video
message taken during his tour
in the north near the borders
with Lebanon.

Netanyahu also met with
the Israeli army's Brigade 769
command to discuss the oper-
ational situation along the
Lebanese-Israeli border areas.

Meanwhile, the Israeli Army
Radio said the Israeli govern-
ment approved call-up of
50,000 more reservist soldiers
in preparation for possible es-
calation on the Lebanon front.

The radio also said the gov-
ernment allowed to increase
the number of active reservist
soldiers from 300,000 to
350,000 in preparation for a
possible fighting in the north
with Lebanon.

The Israeli army's Chief of
Staff Herzi Halevi said on Tues-
day that Israel is close to mak-
ing a decision regarding
Hezbollah's daily attacks on
northern Israel, stressing the
army's preparedness for such a

srael ready for ‘extremely
powerful action’ against
_ebanon: PM Netanyahu

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

decision. Tension has flared
along the border between
Lebanon and Israel amid inter-
mittent exchanges of fire be-
tween Israeli forces and
Hezbollah, in the deadliest
clashes since the two sides
fought a full-scale war in 2006.

Use of white
phosphorus bombs
Meanwhile, Human Rights
Watch  (HRW) said on
Wednesday that Israeli forces
have used white phosphorus
bombs in at least 17 municipal-

ities across southern Lebanon,
including populated residential
areas, since October last year.

“It verified the use of white
phosphorus munitions by Is-
raeli forces in at least 17 munic-
ipalities across south Lebanon
since October 2023, including
5 municipalities where airburst
munitions were unlawfully
used over populated residential
areas,” HRW stated in a report,
adding that this illegal act has
put civilian lives in grave risk.

The report said the use of
white phosphorus also con-
tributed to civilian displace-
ment from their homes in
southern Lebanon.

“Under international hu-
manitarian law, the use of air-
burst white phosphorus is
unlawfully indiscriminate in
populated areas,” it warned.

“Israel's widespread use of
white phosphorus in south
Lebanon highlights the need for
stronger international law on
incendiary weapons,” the inter-
national rights watchdog said.
Anadolu Agency
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Number of students coming to schools hungry rising in UK: Survey

London, UK -  Primary
schoolteachers in the UK
pointed out the increasing

number of students coming to
schools feeling hungry and
without proper clothing or
school supplies compared to
the last year, a survey revealed
on Wednesday.

A recent research carried
out by the National Foundation
for  Educational Research
(NFER) said that since 2021,
the UK has experienced re-
markable hikes in energy ex-
penses, rapid escalations in
food prices, and significant
upticks in housing costs, partic-
ularly in rent and mortgage

payments, leading to a sub-
stantial surge in the overall cost
of living.

While inflation has declined
since its winter 2022 peak, per-
sistently high costs against in-
comes significantly impacted
both students and their families
as well as school expenditures,
the NFER stressed.

An online survey, conducted
in March 2024 among over
1,200 teachers and senior lead-
ers in mainstream schools to
determine if there have been al-
terations in students’ needs
compared to 2023, assessed
the types of support schools
are offering to students and

how these efforts have evolved
over time. It also evaluated the
persistent effects of cost pres-
sures, including rising living ex-
penses, on schools’ resources
and financial statuses.
“Primary teachers report
that the share of pupils coming
into schools hungry, without
adequate clothing or equip-
ment for lessons, continues to
increase compared to last
year,” the research showed.
This year, approximately 19
per cent of primary teachers
and 17 per cent of secondary
teachers indicated using their
personal funds to address stu-
dents’ pastoral or welfare re-

quirements, including necessi-
ties like food or clothing, it
stressed.

It mentioned that roughly a
quarter of respondents esti-
mated that they have person-
ally spent more than £100
(over US$108) throughout the
current academic year, span-
ning from September 2023 to
March 2024.

Nearly all senior leaders in
schools, with 93 per cent in pri-
mary and 87 per cent in sec-
ondary  education, have
implemented budget cuts in at
least one aspect due to finan-
cial strains, it said.

Anadolu Agency

Biden to meet Zelensky in Normandy

Biden will also
have an
opportunity
several days
later to see
Zelensky
again at the
G-7 summit
in Italy

Washington, D.C., US - US Pres-
ident Joe Biden will meet his
Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelensky during 80th
anniversary commemorations for
D-Day in Normandy, France, the
White House said on Tuesday.

“"While he's in Normandy, he'll
have the opportunity to sit down
with President Zelensky,” Na-
tional Security Adviser Jake Sulli-
van told reporters during a
briefing aboard Air Force One en
route to France.

Biden will also have an oppor-
tunity several days later to see
Zelensky again at the G-7 sum-
mit in ltaly, he added, stressing
that the president will not attend
the Ukraine peace summit that
will take place from June 15-16 in
Switzerland.

US President Joe Biden will meet his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky during 80th anniversary commemorations for D-Day in Normandy, France

Asked whether Biden would
consider sending US military ad-
visors to Ukraine for training pur-
poses, Sullivan said: “We're not
planning to send US military ad-
visors or troops, trainers, to train

Ukrainians in Ukraine.”

“For our part, we're not plan-
ning for a training mission in
Ukraine,” he stressed. Ukraine
needs a ‘continued flow of
weaponry, which we are going to

supply to them’, Sullivan added.

Biden last week granted
Ukraine secret approval to use
US-supplied weapons to strike
inside Russia, but only near the
northeastern Ukrainian city of

Kharkiv, where Russian forces
entered in early May and have
since advanced. “The president
thought it was right that if Rus-
sian forces are hitting Ukraine,
from Russia into Ukraine, that

Ukraine should have the right to
hit back, including with American
made weapons, and so he autho-
rised the use of weapons for that
specific purpose,” Sullivan said.

Crucial weeks

for Ukraine

Meanwhile, Zelensky has said
the coming weeks will determine
how the summer and the rest of

JAKE SULLIVAN

the year will unfold in terms of
the war with Russia, the peace
summit in Switzerland, and rela-
tions with the EU.

“Today, | gave several instruc-
tions on the preparations for the
next meetings of the Staff and the
decisions. We see the threats
that exist... It is only the begin-
ning of June, but these are al-
ready the weeks that will
determine the whole summer
and, in many ways, this year,” Ze-
lensky said in a video address
broadcast late on Tuesday. Re-
garding the upcoming Ukraine
peace summit in Switzerland, re-

lations with the EU, and the situ-
ation on the front lines in the war
with Russia and domestic pro-
duction, he said his government
is doing its best in all of these
areas to achieve positive results.

"l am grateful to everyone who
has helped! | am grateful to ev-
eryone who is doing everything
possible to ensure that this war
ends in a way that is fair to

Ukraine,” he further said.

The president also talked
about the staff meeting earlier on
Tuesday, saying he heard reports
on the front lines from Ukraine's
military leadership and govern-
ment reports on the energy sec-
tor as well as the production and
procurement of drones.

“This is the area where we
must constantly increase the vol-
ume. In this war, it has been
proven - and especially by our
warriors (soldiers) - that drones
can provide an advantage and
help regain the initiative.

Anadolu Agency

UN chief Antonio Guterresurgesto
act against pollution, climate chaos

New York, US - The UN Secre-
tary-General has called for safe-
guarding Earth’s vital ecosystems
from rampant pollution, worsen-
ing climate impacts and 'biodi-
versity decimation'.

In a message marking
Wednesday's World Environ-
ment Day, Antdénio Guterres em-
phasised that countries ‘'must
deliver’ on all their commitments
to restore degraded ecosystems
and land, and on Kunming-Mon-
treal Biodiversity Framework, the
global agreement to protect bio-
diversity. “They must use their
new national climate action plans
to set out how they will halt and
reverse deforestation by 2030.
And we must drastically scale up
finance to support developing
countries to adapt to violent
weather, protect nature, and sup-
port sustainable development.”

The UN chief further high-
lighted that prompt and effective
action makes economic sense.

“Every dollar
ecosystem restoration creates
up to thirty dollars in economic
benefits,” he said. “It's time to
break free. Failure to curb run-
away pollution, climate chaos
and biodiversity destruction are
clear for all to see. Healthy, fertile
lands are transforming into
deserts, thriving ecosystems into
dead zones and rising carbon

invested in

UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres

dioxide emissions.

“That means crops failing,
water  sources  vanishing,
economies weakened, and com-
munities endangered - with the
poorest hit hardest ... It is time to
break free,” the UN chief said.

“We are Generation Restora-
tion. Together, let us build a sus-
tainable future for land, and for
humanity,” he added.

Celebrated by millions around
the world, World Environment
Day has been held annually since
1973 and has grown to be the
largest global platform for envi-
ronmental outreach ever.

This year, it is being commem-
orated under the overarching
theme ‘land restoration, desertifi-
cation and drought resilience'.

Address ‘triple
planetary crisis’

Inger Andersen, Executive Direc-
tor of the UN Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP), called on
everyone to join the global move-
ment on putting those words into
action. “By restoring ecosystemes,
we can slow the triple planetary
crisis: the crisis of climate change,
the crisis of nature and biodiver-
sity loss, including desertification,
and the crisis of pollution and
waste.”

In addition, by doing so, the
world can get closer to limiting
global temperature rise in line
with the 2015 Paris Agreement by
increasing carbon storage, and re-
duce poverty and hunger, in line
with the Sustainable Develop-

ANTONIO GUTERRES

ment Goals (SDGs), she added.

“Land restoration can be a
golden thread that ties these to-
gether, ties together action and
ambition across all these three
important gatherings.”

Kicking off the commemora-
tions, in Asia and the Pacific, the
UN's regional development arm
(ESCAP) alongside UNEP will
bring together key stakeholders to
identify priority actions.

Broad solutions under discus-
sion include circular water re-
source use, sustainable food
production and resilient urban de-
velopment. Saudi Arabia is the
host for the 2024 global com-
memoration. The country is also
hosting the sixteenth session of
the Conference of the Parties to
the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD COP16).
WAM

US President Joe Biden and former president Donald Trump

Biden, Trump wind down primary
election season with easy victories

Houston, US - US President Joe
Biden and former president Don-
ald Trump handily won primary
elections on Tuesday in the
states of Montana, New Jersey,
New Mexico and South Dakota,
according to media outlets.

This was Trump's first time
appearing on the ballot since his
historic felony conviction in the
New York City hush money trial
last week.

The former president won
hands down in New Jersey with
98 per cent of the vote, where he
ran unopposed.

Biden also easily won in New
Jersey with 88 per cent of the
tally, even though nearly nine
per cent of voters checked off
the ‘uncommitted’ box at the

polls.

Trump prevailed in New Mex-
ico with 84 per cent of the tally,
where voters could still opt to
vote for rivals who had dropped
out of the Republican presiden-
tial race.

Former South Carolina Gover-
nor Nikki Haley, who ended her
presidential bid in March and an-
nounced two weeks ago that she
would vote for Trump in the
November 5 presidential elec-
tion, still received nearly 9 per
cent of the vote in New Mexico.

Biden took home the win in
New Mexico with 84 per cent,
but again gave up nine per cent
to the ‘'uncommitted’ ballot op-
tion. Trump won the Montana
primary with 87 per cent of the

vote but relinquished 10 per cent
of the tally to the 'no preference’
choice at the polls.

Biden had his largest victory of
the night in Montana, taking
home 91 per cent of the vote.

Biden received the majority of
the votes in South Dakota, with
73 per cent. But he gave up 12
per cent of the tally to little-
known challenger Marianne
Williamson, a political activist
and bestselling author, and 11 per
cent of the vote to Minnesota
Congressman Dean Phillips, an-
other outlier Democratic candi-
date.

Trump was the only Republi-
can candidate in South Dakota
and was certified as the winner
by that state's Republican party.
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NDA elects Narendra Modi as leader

New Delhi, India - The National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion to elect Narendra Modi as
their leader. Twenty-one NDA
leaders signed a letter to elect
Narendra Modi as their leader
during a key meeting held at his
official residence in Delhi on
Wednesday.

During the meeting, the NDA
leaders congratulated the prime
minister for his leadership and
the strides made by the nation
under him in the last 10 years.

They appreciated the efforts
made by him in nation-building,
highlighting that he has a clear
vision for ‘Viksit Bharat' and that
they are partners in this goal.

“In the last 10 years, 140
crore citizens of India have seen
the country develop in every
sector due to the welfare poli-
cies of the NDA government
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. After
a very long gap, of almost six
decades, the people of India
have chosen a powerful leader
with an absolute majority for the
third consecutive time,” the
NDA leaders’ letter mentioned.

“We are all proud that the
NDA fought and won the 2024
Lok Sabha elections unitedly

Narendra Modi along with Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, TDP chief N Chandrababu Naidu and Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde during the NDA leaders meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday (ANl

under the leadership of Naren-
dra Modi. We NDA leaders
unanimously choose Narendra
Modi as our leader,” it further
stated.

The leaders asserted that the
NDA government, under the
leadership of Modi, is commit-
ted to serving the poor, women,
youth, farmers, and the ex-
ploited, deprived, and op-

pressed citizens of India.

NDA leaders lauded the
Prime Minister's efforts towards
poverty eradication and pledged
to continue the good work.

“The NDA government will
continue to work to improve the
living standards of every person
in India and the all-round devel-
opment of the country by pro-
tecting the heritage of India,” it

added.

The meeting was attended
by BJP president J P Nadda, BJP
leaders Amit Shah and Rajnath
Singh, and the BJP's allies, in-
cluding Janata Dal (United)
chief Nitish Kumar, Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) supremo N
Chandrababu Naidu, Shiv Sena
chief Eknath Shinde, Janata Dal
(Secular) leader H D Ku-

maraswamy, Janasena Party
chief Pawan Kalyan, Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief
Chirag Paswan and Nationalist
Congress Party (Ajit Pawar fac-
tion) leader Praful Patel, among
others.

According to sources, dis-
cussions were held on govern-
ment formation by the NDA.

The NDA leaders will meet

President Droupadi Murmu
after a meeting with the newly
elected members of the Lok
Sabha scheduled for June 7. The
sources added that Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah, and Nadda
will hold a meeting with the al-
lies to discuss government for-
mation. PM Modi will take the
oath for the third time on June
8, sources said.

The participation of Naidu
and Nitish Kumar in the meeting
is a significant step, as the sup-
port of their parties is crucial for
the BJP to form a government.
This time, the BJP fell 32 seats
short of the majority mark of
272 and will need to rely on its
allies to form a government.

As per the results announced
by the Election Commission of
India on Tuesday, the BJP won
240 seats and the Congress 99
seats. BJP had won 303 seats in
the 2019 general elections and
282 seats in the 2014 general
elections.

Meanwhile, President
Droupadi Murmu dissolved the
17th Lok Sabha on Wednesday
after the recommendation of
the Union Cabinet.

ANI

INDIA bloc leaders hold a meeting at the residence of Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge in New Delhi on Wednesday (AND

‘Mandate is against PM Modi
and his style of politics’: Kharge

New Delhi, India - Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday said that the result
of the Lok Sabha elections is a
political loss for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi personally apart
from being a ‘moral defeat’ as
well.

Addressing the INDIA bloc
meeting held at his residence,
Kharge said: “I welcome all
INDIA partners. We fought well,
fought unitedly, fought reso-
lutely. The mandate is decisively

against Modi and the substance
and style of his politics. It is a
huge political loss for him per-
sonally apart from being a clear
moral defeat as well.”
“"However, he is determined
to subvert the will of the people.
INDIA welcomes all parties that
share its fundamental commit-
ment to the values enshrined in
the Preamble to our Constitu-
tion and to its many provisions
for economic, social and political
justice,” Kharge added. Several

INDIA bloc leaders arrived at
the Congress President’s house
to attend the meeting.
Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi also arrived at
the meeting. Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav arrived at
the residence of Kharge along
with his uncle Ram Gopal Yadav
ahead of the meeting to discuss
a strategy to form the central
government. Ahead of the
meeting, Jharkhand CM Cham-

pai Soren said: “We will decide
our strategy as an alliance. Let
the meeting begin.”

RID leader Tejashwi Yadav
told ANI: “We want the govern-
ment which will be formed to
take care of Bihar and ensure
that it gets special status. It is a
good opportunity for Nitish
Kumar to make sure that Bihar
gets a special status and con-
duct caste-based census in the
entire country.”

ANI

Odisha CM resigns; BJP
to form new government

Bhubaneshwar, India - After
suffering a massive defeat in the
State Assembly and Parliamen-
tary elections, the 24-year-old
tenure of Odisha CM and BJD
chief Naveen Patnaik concluded
as he submitted his resignation
to the Odisha Governor
Raghubar Das at the Raj Bhavan
in Bhubaneswar on Wednes-
day.

The Biju Janata Dala which
has ruled Odisha since 1997 lost
to the BJP breaking the 24-year-
old reign of Naveen Patnaik as
the Chief Minister.

The Bhartiya Janata Party se-
cured 78 seats in the 147-seat
assembly. The BJD secured 51
seats way behind the majority
mark of 74 and the Indian Na-
tional Congress secured 14
seats.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
also BJP performed well by se-
curing 20 out of the 21 parlia-
mentary seats of the state, the
remaining one seat was won by
Congress.

Naveen Patnaik had made an
unexpected entry into state pol-

itics through the BJD, a party
named after his father, the for-
mer Odisha CM Biju Patnaik.

His political journey began
with a victory in the 1998 Lok
Sabha bypoll, representing his
father's constituency of Aska.
Following the BJD's success in
the 2000 Assembly elections,
forming a coalition with the BJP
and gaining a majority, Patnaik
resigned from his position in the
Union Cabinet to assume the
role of chief minister.

Since then, he has been the
second longest-serving Chief
Minister after Sikkim CM
Pawan Kumar Chamling.

BJP sweeps Delhi
Meanwhile, the BJP won all
seven Lok Sabha seats in Delhi
for the third consecutive time,
dashing the hopes of the AAP-
Congress alliance.
AAP-Congress alliance,
which contested with a 4-3
seat-sharing arrangement, did
not enthuse the voters of the
nation's capital much. However,
the INDIA bloc was able to
make a dent in the BJP's vote
share which reduced from 56.7
per cent in 2019 to 54.35 per
centin 2024.
ANI

Rahul fought with love, truth and kindness'": Priyanka

New Delhi, India - Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
penned down an emotional
note for brother Rahul Gandhi,
after he won both the seats he
contested and the party im-
proved its tally in the Lok Sabha
elections.

Heaping praise on Rahul,
Priyanka Gandhi said that that
despite his conviction being
doubted and ‘overwhelming
propaganda of lies' being
spread against him, Rahul never
backed down and kept ‘fighting
for truth’.

Calling him the 'bravest of
all', she said that Rahul Gandhi
fought with love, truth and
kindness, adding that she is
proud of him.

“You kept standing, no mat-
ter what they said and did to
you...you never backed down
whatever the odds, never

Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and party leader

Rahul Gandhi show victory signs, in New Delhi on Tuesday (ANI)

stopped believing however
much they doubted your con-
viction, you never stopped

fighting for the truth despite the
overwhelming propaganda of
lies they spread, and you never

allowed anger and hatred to
overcome you, even when they
gifted it to you every day,”
Priyanka Gandhi said in her
post on X.

“You fought with love, truth
and kindness in your heart.
Those who could not see you,
see you now, but some of us
have always seen and known
you to be the bravest of all. Bhai
@RahulGandhi, | am proud to
be your sister,” she added.

Rahul Gandhi, who con-
tested from two seats - Rae
Bareli in UP and Wayanad in
Kerala, won both constituen-
cies by huge margins.

Rahul Gandhi won the seat
of Rae Bareli by defeating BJP's
Dinesh Pratap Singh by a mar-
gin of 3,90,030 votes. Gandhi
had contested this seat aiming
to save the lone bastion of the
party in the state after he lost

Amethi in 2019.

The Congress leader also
won the seat of Wayanad,
which paved his entry to the
Lok Sabha in 2019. He defeated
Communist Party of India can-
didate Annie Raja by 3,64,422
votes.

Earlier on Tuesday, hailing
the results, Rahul Gandhi
thanked the people of
Wayanad and Raebareli for
making him win with a huge
majority and said that the peo-
ple have saved the Constitution
and democracy in the country.

“The deprived and poor pop-
ulation of the country stood
with India to protect their
rights. Congratulations to all
the alliance partners and the
lion-like workers of the
Congress party,” said the
Congress leader.

ANI

Kejriwal to be in judicial
custody till June 19

New Delhi, India - The Rouse
Avenue Court on Wednesday
dismissed the interim bail plea
moved by Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal seeking seven
days bail citing medical rea-
sons in excise policy money
laundering case.

While dismissing the plea,
the court directed the Tihar
Jail Authorities to conduct all
required medical tests and
avail treatment for the appli-
cant, Arvind Kejriwal. Mean-
while, the Court also extended
his judicial custody until June
19, 2024. Arvind Kejriwal was

produced through virtual
mode before the court.
In compliance with

Supreme Court directions,
Kejriwal had surrendered him-

self before the Tihar Jail on
June 2.

The same court on June 1,
had kept the order reserved on
the bail plea moved by him.

During arguments, Senior
Advocate N Hariharan, who
appeared for Kejriwal, sub-
mitted that ‘the interim bail
was for the purpose of cam-
paigning for my party, which
is a national party...l am out
for 20 days...It was a lot of
stress due to the campaign-
ing, and you know that stress
is an aggravator of diabetes.
What was alarming was that
KETO levels rose in the urine.
The aspect of concern is high
level of sugar and the keto
numbers.”

ANI
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ALCARAZ ALL CLASS

Spaniard gets the better of Tsitsipas in straight sets

Paris, France - Carlos Alcaraz
continued his domination of Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas with a comfort-
able victory on Tuesday night in
the Roland Garros quarterfinals.
Through to the Paris semis for the
second straight year, the Spaniard
will next meet soon-to-be World
No. 1Jannik Sinner on Friday.

“I'm really, really happy to be
back in the semifinals here at
Roland Garros,” Alcaraz said in
his post-match press conference.
“It's always special being able to
play a semi-final in a Grand Slam.
I'm really, really excited to play
Friday against Jannik again. A re-
ally difficult challenge. I'm ready
for that.

"Hopefully everyone is going to

enjoy that match as much as I'm
going to.”

Alcaraz improved to 6-0 head
to head against Tsitsipas with a 6-
3, 7-6(3), 6-4 victory on Court
Philippe-Chatrier. The No. 3in the
rankings set the tone with a break
in the opening game and further
asserted himself by racing to a 3-
0 lead in set two. Tsitsipas made
his push late in the second, raising
his level to break serve and force
a tie-break, but the dramatic ten-
sion was short-lived as Alcaraz
opened up a 5/1 lead in the tie-
break.

In a rematch of their 2023
Roland Garros quarterfinal meet-
ing, Alcaraz once again suc-
ceeded in attacking his
opponent’s one-handed back-
hand with height and depth. Play-
ing within himself, the Spaniard
consistently created favourable

Carlos Alcaraz was in total control against Stefanos Tsitsipas

patterns of play. Some of the
biggest highlights of the night
came when Alcaraz charged the
net, where he won 14 of 22 points,
many with show-stopping volleys
from well below the net.
Tsitsipas had even more suc-
cess at net, winning 34 of 46
points. But he was unable to
match Alcaraz from the baseline,
where the bulk of the match was

played. As the entertaining match
approached its seemingly in-
evitable conclusion, the only thing
that could delay Alcaraz from
serving out the victory was an ex-
tended wave by the Chatrier
crowd.

The Spaniard smiled at the
spectacle and then coolly es-
caped 0/30 to clinch the win,
sealing the deal with an untouch-

able drop shot.

While Alcaraz has owned his
series with Tsitsipas, his head to
head against Sinner is knotted a
4-4. Alcaraz won their most re-
cent match, an electric three-set-
ter on his way to this year's Indian
Wells title, but Sinner has won
both of their previous Grand Slam
meetings at Wimbledon and the
US Open, both in 2022.

Coco Gauff

Gauff can
stay in ‘Big
Four’, says
Jabeur

Paris, France - Coco Gauff's
game intelligence and fight-
ing spirit will go a long way
in establishing herself in the
"“Big Four" of women's ten-
nis, Tunisia's Ons Jabeur
said after losing to the
American in the French
Open quarter-finals on
Tuesday.

Third seed Gauff battled
back from a set down to
beat Jabeur 4-6 6-2 6-3
and reach the semi-finals
for the second time. She
finished runner-up in 2022.

Since Ash Barty's retire-
ment, world number one
Ilga Swiatek, Aryna Sa-
balenka and Elena Rybakina
have won six of the last
eight Grand Slam titles to
earn the “Big Three" tag.

But 20-year-old Gauff
has climbed up to third in
the rankings.

“I think Coco is an amaz-
ing player. My favourite
thing about Coco is her
fighting spirit. | think she's
playing great tennis right
now," Jabeur told reporters.

“Obviously, she's such a
fighter, she always tries to
find ways, she's really
smart on the court.

“| definitely see her be-
coming maybe (a member
of) the ‘Big Four"."

Jannik Sinner

New world No 1 Sinner
proud to spearhead
‘Italian movement’

Paris, France - Jannik Sinner took
an unexpected path to the world
number one ranking on Tuesday
after Novak Djokovic's French
Open withdrawal but the young-
ster said it was the culmination
of years of hard work and repre-
sented a proud moment for Italy.

Sinner arrived at Roland Gar-
ros needing to reach the final to
assure himself of the top spot
next week but got confirmation
when organisers announced that
Djokovic had pulled out with a
knee injury sustained in his
fourth-round win on Monday.

It meant the 22-year-old, who
was informed of the news shortly
after his 6-2 6-4 7-6(3) quarter-
final win over Grigor Dimitrov,
becomes the first Italian man to
achieve the feat."It means a lot to
me for sure. It's not the way we
all were expecting. He (Djokovic)
had two long, tough matches,
five sets, so it's tough. The first
one he finished really late also,”
Sinner told reporters.

“It's tough also for the tourna-
ment. Novak retiring, it's always
tough. Talking about myself, I'm
very happy about this achieve-
ment. It's a lot of work we put in
daily. It's a daily routine. Obvi-

ously happy to have this number.

“Intwo days there's a very im-
portant match for me, the semi-
finals (against Carlos Alcaraz),
so I'm focused about that at the
moment. But yes, happy to have
this number now.”

Sinner, who guided Italy to the
Davis Cup title last year, said the
country deserved its recent suc-

JANNIK SINNER

cesses.

“lt means a lot, but | think it's
great for Italy. We're a great
country with great coaches and
players and we can see this now
how this moment is,” Sinner said.

“I'm happy to be part of this
Italian movement. People, they
start to play tennis now more
and more, which is great to see.”
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‘WE'RE

PREPARED'

Oman ready to tackle Australia’s challenge in the second match, says captain llyas

Bridgetown, Barbados - In
cricket, especially within the an-
nals of T20 World Cup history,
moments of unexpected victory
have been plentiful across vari-
ous editions. From Namibia's
stunning victory over Sri Lanka to
Scotland's triumph against West
Indies during the ICC T20 World
Cup in 2022, these results con-
tinue to resonate over the years.

It may be early to expect such
upsets early in the ongoing ICC
Men’'s T20 World Cup in West
Indies and the USA, but the sto-
ries of shock victories and David
versus Goliath tales within the
T20 World Cup form a backdrop
ahead of Oman'’s Group B clash
against defending Test and ODI
World Cup champions Australia
on Wednesday (Thursday
4.30am, Oman time).

It will be a historic encounter
for the Duleep Mendis coached
team as they clash with cricket-
ing behemoth Australia for the
first time.

Australia begin their campaign
in the T20 World Cup as
favourites as they eye a treble
after winning the World Cup ti-
tles in the other two formats.

The T20 format has undeni-
ably fostered a culture of disrupt-
ing the established hierarchy, and
whether this year's tournament
will bear witness to such an upset
remains to be seen. Oman'’s skip-
per Aqib llyas didn't show any
nerves at the pre-match press
conference on Tuesday and said:
“It will be a great experience to
play at this stage against Aus-
tralia that boasts of some of the
biggest names in modern-day

Oman will ‘approach the match against Australia with a positive mindset’

cricket.”
llyas said: “Though we've
never encountered such

formidable opposition in any ICC
tournaments before, we ap-
proach this match with a positive
mindset and utmost respect for
our opponents. We are certainly
not overawed to play them at this
stage.”

Acknowledging the magni-
tude of the challenge ahead, llyas
emphasised, “Our coach, Duleep
Mendis, has instilled in us the im-
portance of playing with courage
and heart. We have nothing to
lose and everything to gain from
giving our best effort against a
world-class side like Australia.”

Reflecting on the significance

of the match, llyas remarked, “If
we perform well tomorrow, we
could very well find ourselves
making headlines.”

“"When you come up against
the top sides, that is when you
get highlighted all over the world.
The boys have a lot of opportu-
nity. Every time there is a World
Cup, there is an upset... the

weather, how it is behaving, any-
thing can happen.”

llyas added: “We are aware of
the experience and the class of
Australia. We will try to take a
cue from their mindset that has
led them to become world cham-
pions.”

Drawing inspiration from their
previous match against Namibia,

llyas expressed pride in his
team's resilience after going
down in a Super Over. “The fight-
back of our boys after falling
short by 20-30 runs is com-
mendable. To defend a modest
total of 109 required unity and
determination until the very end.”

Addressing concerns about
key players, particularly pace

spearhead Bilal Khan, who was
off-colour in the Super Over, llyas
offered his unwavering support.

“Bilal is our strike bowler, and
while he faced challenges in the
previous match, we stand behind
him. Every cricketer encounters
off-days, but I'm confident he will
bounce back stronger.”

Australia would be heavily
favoured to win against Oman,
given their experience and the
powerful line-up, with most of the
World Cup squad coming from
the recently concluded IPL, where
players like Travis Head, Pat
Cummins, Mitchell Starc and
Jake Fraser-McGurk, Marcus
Stoinis, Cameron Green and
Glenn Maxwell had notable con-
tributions.

Head unfazed by unknown Oman attack

Bridgetown, Barbados - He has
been in roaring form at the re-
cently concluded IPL in India.
Opening batter Travis Head, who
was one of the few Australian
players to arrive late in West In-
dies for the T20 World Cup, ad-
mitted that he knows very less of
their opponents, Oman, as they
open their campaign in the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup on
Wednesday (Thursday, 4.30am,
Oman time).

On Tuesday, speaking at the
pre-match press conference at
the Kensington Oval after rains
washed out the training session,
the in-form opening Australian
batter said: “l don't have much
knowledge about the Oman
bowlers. But, at some stage over
the next sort of tonight or tomor-
row | may have a quick look at
some of the guys.”

Head, whose recent form saw
him plunder a pile of runs in the
IPL, said: “I will be provided with
footage of the Oman bowlers, but
| prefer to get an up-close look
when they go through their
warm-ups.”

"You'll get heaps of footage,

Travis Head

but for me personally, I'll probably
just watch a little bit in the warm-
up, sort of try and get a rough idea
onwho's who. A little bit like | was
in India [during IPL] as well, just
sort of see the bowlers going
through, stand somewhat near
them in the warm-up and have a
look at what's going on around
the bowling stuff and then stay
pretty calm and relaxed.”

Head added: “l will talk to Tom,

the analyst here, about how they
sort of stack up in the power play
and I'll try and worry about that
part and then take it from there.
Try and get a rough idea who
those guys are and then probably
just watch them live in the warm-
up and get a feel for what I'm
coming in to expect.”

Head is among the lot of late-
arriving Australians after making
a quick trip home from India. It

meant he missed both warm-up
games and the final practice ses-
sion was rained out on Tuesday.

It's the first T20 World Cup for
Head, who was player of the
match in Australia’'s ODI World
Cup triumph in India last year,
having also been player of the
match in the World Test Cham-
pionship final, showing he was a
man for the big events.

Head said it was important not
to get too fired up too early.

“The one-day World Cup
didn't really feel like a World Cup
until we get down to the business
end of it, so a little bit the same
here,” he said.

"You want to be winning every
game. You want to be peaking at
the right time, so for us, we start
tomorrow, but also, we want to
do the right things, get the Super
Eights and be peaking in the back
end. | think we did that really well
in the one-day tournament. We
want to be going fine at the right
time. So, we want to get every-
thing right in these first few
games and make sure we're in the
right position to accelerate in the
back half of the tournament.”

Netherlands beat Nepal to open

Dallas, US - Tim Pringle and
Logan van Beek's three-wicket
hauls backed up by Max O'-
Dowd's patient half-century got
Netherlands over the line in a
nervy chase in their opening
game of the T20 World Cup
2024, against a spirited Nepal in
Dallas.

It was a rude welcome for
Nepal in their first T20 World
Cup in a decade, with the
Netherlands bowlers putting up
a fine show and bowling them
out for a mere 106 in 19.2 overs.
But Nepal weren't done yet. They
squeezed the Netherlands bat-
ters in the middle overs and took

Tim Pringle of the Netherlands celebrates with teammates after a wicket

the chase into the 19th over. O'-
Dowd, however, held his own
with an unbeaten 54. He rode his

luck and made sure to take his
side over the line by six wickets
and eight balls to spare.

account

Early-morning rain and over-
cast conditions delayed the toss
by 30 minutes and Netherlands
captain Scott Edwards had no
hesitations in bowling after win-
ning the toss. The bowlers
backed up their captain’s deci-
sion with Pringle, van Beek, Paul
van Meekeren and Bas de Leede
all getting among the wickets.

In reply, Nepal put up a fight
but dropped a couple of crucial
chances at key intervals.

The Grand Prairie Stadium
can seat 7000 but the vocal
Nepal fans made it feel a lot big-
ger, flocking in nice and early get-
ting behind their team.

Rohit Sharma (L) with Rahul Dravid

Such a big role model: Rohit reflects
on Dravid's career-long influence

East Meadow, New York - India’s
captain Rohit Sharma unsuccess-
fully tried to get the outgoing
coach Rahul Dravid to stay on in
the job. Rohit, who played under
Dravid, with Dravid, then against
Dravid in the IPL and against
teams coached by him, said he
wanted the association to carry
on. Dravid, though, decided not
to seek an extension after the
current term ends with the T20
World Cup 2024.

"l tried convincing him to stay,
but obviously, there are a lot of
things that he needs to look after
as well,” Rohit said. “But yeah, I've
personally enjoyed my time with
him. I'm sure the rest of the guys
will say the same. It's been great
working with him and | hope...I'm
not going to say anything, actu-
ally.

In the end Rohit was trying not
to jinx it by saying that he hoped
they sent Dravid off with a tro-
phy. He could look back at fond
memories, though. “We have not
really thought of it,” Rohit said
when asked if they were looking
to do something special for the
outgoing coach. “But my equa-
tion with him goes a long way
back. He was my first interna-

tional captain when | made my
debut in Ireland. Then I've seen
him play while | was just coming
into the team, Test matches,
when he was captain. And such a
big role model for all of us. Grow-
ing up, we watched him play.
“"We know what he's achieved
personally as a player and also
what he's done for the team over

ROHIT SHARMA

the years, bailing out the team
from difficult situations. And that
is what he's known for. He's
shown a lot of great determina-
tion throughout his career, and
that is something that, when he
came here as a coach, | wanted
to learn from him. It's been very
fruitful, other than the big silver-
ware | think we've won all the
major tournaments and series

and all of that.

"Having said that, | think I've
enjoyed every bit of it, working
with him, deciding what direction
the team needs to head. And for
him to buy into that thought
makes a huge difference. And he
was the first one who came and
said, this is what we need to do
as ateam.”

That missing silverware has
become a bit of a stumbling block
for India. Rohit's international ca-
reer began in 2007 when he was
part of the T20 World Cup win-
ning team. Virat Kohli was part of
the ODI World Cup win in 2011.
They both won the Champions
Trophy in 2013. Since then,
though, India haven't won a
world title. Losing the final after a
dominant run at home in last
year's ODI World Cup left Rohit
heartbroken. He has spoken of
the struggle getting out of that
funk. Now, he said, he wanted to
not think of the title before mak-
ing it to the summit clash.

“| have thought a lot about all
this,” Rohit said. “Now I'm just
going to play my game and help
the team in whatever way | can
and get everyone together to play
as ateam.”
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GOALS AND GLORY

Ageless
Ronaldo out
to prove a
point with
Portugal

Portugal  captain  Cristiano
Ronaldo has been a model of
longevity for more than two
decades in an outstanding ca-
reer, breaking numerous records
and playing for some of the
biggest clubs in the world, and he
will be determined to make his
mark at Euro 2024.

His move away from the Eu-
ropean elite to Saudi Arabia after
a disappointing showing at the
2022 World Cup in Qatar, which
ended with Portugal's shock 1-0
defeat by Morocco in the quar-
ter-finals, has raised questions
about whether the 39-year-old
Ronaldo’s brilliant career is near-
ing an end.

However, he will be out to
prove he can still make a differ-
ence at the highest level and will
arrive in Germany for Euro 2024
as the trusted leader of a tal-
ented team under the guidance
of former Belgium manager
Roberto Martinez.

Among Ronaldo’'s many
achievements, he is the leading
scorer in the history of men's in-
ternational football with 128
goals in 204 official matches.

Almost 20 years have passed
between his first Portugal goal
against Greece at Euro 2004 and
his most recent versus Lichten-
stein in November 2023 -- with

Cristiano Ronaldo needs nine more goals to touch the 900 mark

the nation’s 2016 Euros triumph
the pinnacle of his international
career.

Ronaldo has scored 891times
in his career, holds the record for
the most Champions League
goals in the competition's history
with 140 and is the only player to
have scored in five consecutive

European Championship tourna-
ments.

He will try to extend that
record in Germany as he edges
close to 900 goals, a number
that could be within reach during
the tournament. But his aim is
much higher.

“It's going to be quite difficult

to reach 1,000 goals but it's
about how | am mentally, my
motivation,” Ronaldo said after
scoring twice against Slovakia.

"If, physically, my legs treat
me as well as | treat them... We'll
see. To get to 1,000, you have to
get to 900 first. | think I'll get
there."

Turkey eye Euro glory after
impressing in qualifiers

Ankara, Turkey - Turkey enter
Euro 2024 with high hopes and a
renewed sense of purpose fol-
lowing a stellar qualifying cam-
paign after the Crescent Stars
showcased resilience and con-
sistency to top Group D with five
wins and just one defeat from
eight games.

Vincenzo Montella, who took
charge in September 2023, has
instilled a new tactical discipline,
leading the team to three victo-
ries in six matches.

Turkey hope that momentum
could help them to leave behind
memories of a disappointing Euro
2020 performance and failure to
qualify for the 2022 World Cup

Arda Guler is expected to play a
crucial role for Turkey in Euro 2024

in Qatar. A pivotal figure in
Turkey's resurgence is their cap-
tain, Hakan Calhanoglu. The Inter
Milan star has transitioned from
an attacking midfielder role to a
deep-lying playmaker, orchestrat-
ing the game with poise and vi-

sion, and Turkey will rely heavily
on his experience and creativity.

Adding youthful excitement
to the squad is Real Madrid's
teenage sensation Arda Guler.
Brimming with talent, the 19-
year-old represents the future of
Turkish football and is expected
to play a crucial role in the at-
tacking third, providing flair and
unpredictability.

Galatasaray forwards Kerem
Akturkoglu and Baris Alper Yil-
maz have featured in every game
since Montella took charge but
the scoring duties have been
shared around the team with 17
players finding the net in the
qualifiers.

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia

Georgia's Euro
hopes ride on
Kvaratskhe-
lia's magic

Georgian winger Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia made a name
for himself last season help-
ing Napoli to win Serie A
and now he is ready to
shine on the international
stage to help Georgia make
the most of their first major
tournament appearance at
Euro 2024.

Kvaratskhelia had al-
ready attracted the atten-
tion of major clubs while
playing in Georgia and later
in Russia but his fame ex-
ploded when he lit up Serie
A stadiums in Italy week
after week, as Napoli fans
fell in love with their new
hero.

Kvaratskhelia won Serie
A’s Most Valuable Player
award last season, along
with the Goal of the Season
vote, as he played a major
part in Napoli winning their
first league title since 1990
and the first without club
great Diego Maradona,
whose shadow still looms
large over Naples.

De Bruyne key to Belgium, but
fitness remains a question mark

Manchester - Belgium midfielder
Kevin De Bruyne's form since his
return from injury at club level
with Manchester City has seen
him play a big part in their Pre-
mier League title success and his
national team are hoping it con-
tinues into the European Cham-
pionship.

The 32-year-old maestro is
very much the talisman for his
club as well as his country, who
will have high hopes of doing well
at the tournament in Germany,
but there is a perennial air of
fragility over De Bruyne's physi-
cal condition. He missed the
early part of City's season with a

Kevin De Bruyne

hamstring injury and won the last
of his 99 caps for Belgium more
than a year ago in a March 2023
friendly win away to Germany.

De Bruyne's return to the na-
tional side will be eagerly antici-
pated as he provides key
experience and a match-winning
drive. Just as at his club, he is the
creative brain, given the freedom
and responsibility to direct mat-
ters on the field.

His technical ability, exempli-
fied by his first touch and the
range and accuracy of passing, is
matched by his ability to expertly
read the play and make game-
changing decisions.
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ICE-CREAM AT HOME
Don't grumble over the
heat, stock up irresistible
cool stuff in your freezer

FREESTYLE WRESTLER

RING
MASTE

A young Omani shines in global freestyle wrestling

Mohammed Taha

Il of 21 now, the little
lad who used to wres-
tle with his dad after
being awestruck by
the razzmatazz sur-
rounding  freestyle
wrestling shows on television, has now
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Home Quarantine book
launch and ‘Musical
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ENTERTAINMENT
A peek into tinsel town
in Hollywood and
Bollywood

My goal is

to showcase

the talent

and potential
of Omani youth
to the world

ANAS ALRIYAMI

himself entered the ring...

Anas al Riyami, who hails from Barka,
has made Oman proud as the first
Omani to take up freestyle
wrestling as a profession and
compete in international cham-
pionships.

A student of University
of Technology and Ap-
plied Sciences in Mus-
cat, Anas shared his
blossoming jour-
ney and
achieve-

ments in the sport

meant for a few. With absolutely no

regrets about chasing his childhood

passion, he believes freestyle wrestling

is waiting to be discovered in a big way
in Oman

"| started wrestling as a child in the
backyard of our house after watching it
on TV with my father. | realised there
was more to this act than being just an
entertaining show. Wrestling generates
a lot of money worldwide as it is a com-
bination of sports and entertainment
which attracts people varying interests
and stakes in it."

To satisfy his childhood fantasy of
someday becoming a freestyle wrestler
himself, Anas said, "I began searching
for the nearest wrestling academy in the
Middle East and discovered the Qatar
Pro Wrestling Academy. They invited
me to attend classes after seeing some
of the wrestling clips that | had posted
online."

Till date, Anas has participated in nu-
merous international tournaments, in-
cluding WrestleFest DXB (May 18) in

championship and seeks to promote the sport by working
towards establishing necessary facilities for it in Oman

Dubai, and several tournaments in
Qatar since 2022.

He emphasised that wrestling re-
quires proper qualifications and profes-
sional training, rather than merely
imitating what is seen on television. Pro-
fessional wrestling combines dramatic
physical performance and sports com-
petition, where wrestlers showcase ex-
citing performances that blend high
athletic skills to invoke audience inter-
action, he explained.

The goal of professional
wrestling is to provide a fun and
exciting experience for viewers,
combining combat move-
ments and dramatic stories
to captivate audiences of
all ages around the world,
he asserted, adding that
"“professional wrestling
can be described as a
form of mass the-
atre.

He further
lamented that
there is no

Omani federation for
professional freestyle
wrestling. However, the
Ministry of Youth, Culture,
and Sports grants approvals

in advance before organising
such gatherings and tourna-
ments in the Sultanate of
Oman.

Nicknamed 'Anas Rex’, Anas
is abreast of the fact that a
professional wrestler needs
a combination of physical,
technical, and personal
qualities. Wrestlers require
excellent strength, agility,
and endurance, which in-
volves rigorous physical
and psychological en-
durance training, besides
flexibility exercises, he

said.
Formal training at a
reputable wrestling

school is essential to
shape young wrestlers,
he observed. This train-

ing includes learning basic

moves, holds, falls,

and in-ring psychol-

ogy, including strikes,

throws, and submis-

sion moves. It is crucial

for everyone to

understand how to exe-

cute moves safely for

both, the performer and
the opponent.

Anas also pointed out that wrestlers
must be able to attract a fan following
as well as audience attention through
their personality and speaking skills on
the microphone. Developing a strong

personality and the ability to deliver
convincing dialogues are vital. Ad-
ditionally, understanding how to
tell a story through a match,
coordinating movements,
and the importance of
interacting with the
audience are crucial
for a successful

wrestling career.
"My goal is to show-
case the talent and potential
of Omani youth to the world. | aspire to
attract a global audience and demon-
strate that young Omanis possess the
passion, ability, and determination to
achieve their dreams in this field, too.
Through my journey, | aim to inspire
others to relentlessly pursue their own
dreams. | am dedicated to promoting
the growth of professional wrestling in
the Sultanate of Oman and to create a
supportive community for wrestling

fans,” he said.

Currently working on creating train-
ing programmes and organising local
events in cooperation with regional and
international wrestling organisations,
Anas says, "My goal is to provide op-
portunities for talent development, aim-
ing to elevate the sport's level in our
region. Additionally, | aspire to inspire
and empower a new generation of
Omani wrestlers to succeed globally. |
also aim to establish an exhibition
wrestling ring in Oman and establish a
professional federation in the sultanate.
No dream is impossible!"
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Vanilla Ice-cream

Ingredients

1 cup whole milk

1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 cup heavy cream

2tsp vanilla extract

Method

Whisk together the milk and sugar until the

sugar is dissolved. Gently stir in the heavy

cream and vanilla. Churn according to the direc-
tions of your ice-cream maker at home. Serve
and enjoy immediately as soft serve, or freeze
in a covered container to your desired firmness

- at least 2 hours or overnight.

Chilling tips

e Store the bowl of your ice cream maker in the
freezer to get a jump start on the freezing pro-
cess for your ice cream.

e Don't whip the mixture too much once you've
added the heavy cream, it will change the tex-
ture of the finished product.

e If you find your ice cream gets too hard or has
large ice crystals, try churning the mixture
longer.

HOMEe-Maoe
CC-CrCaAm

WHEN THE MERCURY
HITS THE ROOF, IT'S TIME
TO STOCK UP COOL
SCOOPS APLENTY
TO BRING IN SOME RESPITE
MORNING, NOON,
AND NIGHT

Mango Ice-cream

Ingredients

200g heavy cream or whipping cream
4 cups ripe mango puree

2 cup granulated white sugar

Method

To prepare mango puree, dice the pulp of
fresh mango into chunks. Blend it to a smooth
puree along with sugar without using any
water. You can use canned mango puree.

Next, whip the cream using a hand mixer till
soft peaks form. You can use a stand mixer as
well for the purpose. Add mango puree in the
whipped cream. Whisk using the hand
blender or spatula for 1 - 2 minutes or until
well combined. Taste and add more sugar, if
needed. Pour the ice cream into a freezer
friendly container with a lid. Freeze for 5 - 6
hours or until set.  Stand for 5 minutes to
soften slightly, then scoop and serve.

Malai Kulfi

Ingredients

5 cups full fat whole milk

1/3 cup sugar, few strands of saffron

Chopped almonds/pistachios for garnish - optional

Method

Take a heavy bottom pot and bring the milk to boil
on medium to high heat. Reduce the heat and keep
on stirring the milk till 75% of the milk has been re-
duced. Keep on scraping the malai formation from

sides of the pot while you stir as this is the good stuff
you want in your kulfi. It takes around 35-40 minutes
to reduce the milk, slowly and steadily. Once it is re-
duced to 25%, remove the pot from the heat and add
sugar and saffron strands, and mix it for few minutes.
Let the mixture cool and then pour it in the kulfi
moulds or small steel tumblers. Freeze them
overnight and enjoy the kulfi next day garnished with
chopped nuts. (You may introduce ice-cream sticks
in each mould when half set.)
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AT YOUR DAILY
HOROSCOPE

B O O |< | a u n C h o ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

W»  When it comes to someone as outgoing and personable
LA
V2 as you, it's easy to see how staying at home might not be
your favorite activity, at least not on a regular basis, and
certainly not alone, and absolutely, positively not now,
when the heavens are fairly bursting with rebellious
energy.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
£Q® There's nothing like the company of family, as you've al-
2 ways known and believed. You could be reminded of that
now via an insatiable urge to connect with like-minded
others who just so happen to share your bloodline and
your most intimate memories. You're after something
you know you can only get from them: camaraderie and
understanding.

2 GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Home Quarantine’ - a unique book by Indian artist Dr Shalini Gupta Kumar, with illustrations and trilingual texts, was launched by H H Sayyida Susan al Said on Tuesday {@ Remember when Dorothy is trying to decide whether to
AN g0 back to Kansas or stay in Oz with her new friends?
You're due for that type of experience: the urge to take
yourself somewhere you've never been. If you have a
spontaneous travel companion handy who's urging you
on, that invitation could be especially irresistible.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

You know that well-deserved reputation you've acquired
for being considerate, cooperative, and extremely easy to
get along with? It might temporarily be in danger, not be-
cause you've "lost that loving feeling," by any means, but
because you're about to have a serious urge to fight city
hall and all its representatives on behalf of a loved one.

. LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

I\/\ u S | C a | I\/\ O m e n -t S - For some reason, individuals of a certain type seem to be
o gravitating toward you. You've just about had it with lis-

tening to sad stories, pleas for redemption and promises

to do better next time. It's not just you either. It's just your

turn, and everybody gets one. Practice saying no and

walking away. It might be tough to master at first, but
you'll get the hang of it.

e S
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o VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
1 After yet another day of teasing you with lingering
%\ glances, a certain person will finally be ready to say ex-
actly what's on their mind. If you're unattached and in-
terested, be prepared for them to approach you and
confess their feelings. In fact, how about staring back just
a second longer than they do?

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

fﬁ You have been amply endowed with charm, the ability to
persuade, and an absolutely illegal amount of allure. Not
surprisingly, others find those qualities irresistibly attrac-
tive, and you know that you need to be careful where you
aim that charm. You know how potent it is. You've had
to turn away more than one admirer who mistook your
friendliness for flirting.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Your feelings are as deep-seated as they come, and you
don't usually share them unless you have to. However, the
time to reveal yourself could become apparent today. At
the moment, someone who has been distancing themself
from you is about to ask for an audience. If you're game,

Photos: V K Shafeer

The first concert for talented children of different nationalities, organised by Sarah Topolska Shanfari, at the residence of the Austrian ambassador a fortnight ago

BOGGLER DO ‘7OU SUD OKU',) let them back into your immediate circle.
D0 YOUSUDOKU? [
LEVEL EASY: PN SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and 1. Which is the largest organ of the human I;(@/ When you reach the end of your rope and you're done
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and only one body? { trying to bring your usual brand of humor to a tricky situ-
instance of each number a) Liver ation, you tend to spout off a bit more candidly than usual.
b) Skin That may be what happens over the next day or so. If
3|6 712 8|9 c) Large intestine you're with the usual suspects, no one will blink an eye or
d) Stomach notice anything they shouldn't. If you're with anyone who
' _ 8819|5316 isn't accustomed to your frank, direct style, walk away.
Each game will present you with a 2. What is the most selling beverage in
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by 5 Oman? CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
linking adjacent lefters - to the left, a) Pepsi A Your financial situation might feel a bit shaky at the mo-
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal 2 4 .. , . ,
to each other. The Boggles Classic b) Coke ment, or is it only that you're worried because you've
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words ) Sprite been distracted by more important professional matters?
are valued at one point for each 8 3 9 4 M inD dl fh hy it's h d
letter in excess of two letters. A ) Mountain Dew Regardless of how or why it's happened, return your at-
three letter word is worth one 7 1 2 tention to career, just for a bit. If your concerns are for
f°'”t' a four letter word is worth real, they won't go anywhere, definitely not in the time it
wo points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 8 takes to balance the checkbook.
Solution 20-25 words: 9le |1 2 1o AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very ‘}1{ You don't relish the thought of it happening, but every
good, 10-15 words: Good, 516 81| 2 419 A\ now and then your verbally rebellious streak gets a little
5-10 words: Average )
out of control and becomes a bit hard for you to handle,
much less to explain to the rest of the world. For now,
3. How many bones do sharks have? though, since you're perfectly entitled to let someone
a) 20 have it who's had it coming for some time, why not in-
WORD BUILDER E lefv[Lfz|s]|e]o]s]|¢ b) 0 dulge yourself?
E tlslz|s|t|o|lele|r ) 120
z elols|e|c|v|e]|L]s d) 60 PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
E T You have three minutes to find all : olzlelslelilvlzls (,:" ¢ Sometime soon you'll need to make a decision whether
the words contained in this word. %) tlslvlzlelzlelslo or not to let a secret see the light of day. That's not an
E L 5 slelzlvlolslilzle 9 easy thing for you, because you can usually see both sides
Rules: Words should be at least 3 el szl aze of an issue. Use that famous intuition of yours to make
T four letters long, proper nouns o g1 the decision, and above all else don't (repeat, do not) feel
and duplicates don't count g clcfofefs)e181v]L slamsuy guilty if your ultimate choice is to let the truth be told.
w viejsjtjejsfsjofe Clearing the air is always the best tack in the long run.
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JLO CANCELS

ANGELINA'S DAUGHTER
TO CHANGE NAME

Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt's Daughter, Shiloh Jolie-Pitt,
doesn't want to be associated with her famous father any
longer. This is really the only impression we can take away
after the 18-year-old legally requested this week to drop
actor Brad Pitt's last name from her official name. Based on
legal documents obtained on May 30 by TMZ, Shiloh made
this request three days prior, on the day she turned 18 and
had the power to make adult decisions. She wants to simply
be known, moving forward, as Shiloh Jolie.

‘THE CHOSEN' OFFICIAL
SEASON STREAMING
BEGINS

At last, The Chosen season four streaming date begins on June 2.

Initially, the drama will be exclusively available onits own The Chosen app,
with additional streaming and broadcast options being announced soon.
The fourth season was previously shown in theatres via Fathom Events
screenings, becoming the first TV series to run an entire season in theatrical
release. The season'’s first episode was released on June 2 while the second
will be released on June 6, at 8.30pm, with ensuing episodes released on
Sundays and Thursdays over the course of four weeks.

Maya Hawke admits
being a ‘'nepo baby’

Maya Hawke has accepted the term ‘nepo baby'. The Stranger Things
star, daughter of actors Uma Thurman and Ethan Hawke, recently
opened up to The Times of London about her path to Hollywood, ac-

knowledging that she's had an advantage because of her parents.
"I'm comfortable with not deserving it and doing it anyway," she

DRAGONKEEPER

Genre: Animation.

The fate of
ancient
China rests
on the
shoulders
of one
young girl,
who must
find the last
remaining
dragon egg
and fulfill
her destiny.

Starring: Bill Nighy, Mayalinee Griffiths,

Anthony Howell.
Language: English.

Release Date: 06 June 2024

Broadway centenarian dies

Janis Paige, a popular Hollywood and Broadway actress who danced with Fred Astaire, has
died aged 101. Paige also toured with US comedy giant Bob Hope during her career which
continued into her 80s. Paige had made her Broadway debut opposite Jackie Cooper in mys-
tery comedy Remains To Be Seenin 1951, and appeared with John Raitt in smash hit musical
The Pajama Game three years later.

speak,” he told the crowd.

Farugi

atwala,

which ended in divorce last year.

lehzabee

Bollywood make-

up artist and divorcee
who has a 12-year-old daughter from
her first marriage. Munawar, too, has
five-year-old son from his first marric

said about getting cast for Once Upon a Time in Hollywood.Following
the film's premiere, the audience gave Kevin a 10-minute standing ova-
tion, and it clearly moved the Field of Dreams star. He reportedly
dabbed away a tear before giving a speech, according to People. De-
spite the emotional moment, Kevin began his speech with a short joke.
“I'm sorry you had to clap that long for me to understand that | should

Munawar Farugi weds again

Indian stand-up comedian Munawar Farugi, who
| won Bigg Boss 17 after being popular for
| the wrong reasons when he came under
a cloud over his first marriage and ‘several’
relationships, has wed for

the second time.

<

PU

ad Boys: Ride or Die is a

2024 American buddy

cop action comedy

film  starring  Will

Smith and Martin Lawrence in

the fourth installment of the Bad
Boys film series.

Directed by Adil and Bilall and

written by Chris Bremner and

Pantoliano, Vanessa Hudgens,
Alexander Ludwig, Paola Nufez,
Jacob Scipio, and DJ Khaled
reprise their roles from the pre-
vious film with Tasha Smith tak-
ing over the role of Theresa
Burnett from Theresa Randle,
who previously played the char-
acter in the last three films. The

RSUIT OF PRESTIGE

HOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEW:
BAD BOYS: RIDE OR DIE

Genre: Action, comedy

Starring: Will Smith, Martin Lawrence, Vanessa
Hudgens, Alexander Ludwig

Dane, loan Gruffudd, Rhea See-
horn, Melanie Liburd and Tiffany
Haddish.

The plot revolves around de-
tectives Mike Lowrey and Mar-
cus Burnett investigate
corruption within the Miami PD
when their late Captain Conrad
Howard is posthumously ac-
cused of being involved with the
Romanian Mafia, but a setup
turns them into fugitives, forcing
them to work outside the law in
order to solve the case.

It's the rare movie franchise

across a span of 25 years, all
being great hits.

tectives takes it a few notches
up, compared to the first three

ment. This buddy-cop series
starring Will Smith and Martin

ever, isn't doing anything
groundbreaking with its story.
While Mike and Marcus are
working to redeem the good
name of their beloved Captain
Conrad, it sets them on the run
and continues some of the more
heightened, soap-opera-esque
elements from the previous in-
stalments. Some might find this
movie extremely silly due to its
cheesy dialogues and some jokes
that fall flat. But there’'s much
more to entertain audiences than
just wisecracks and it grows on
you slowly. The film is poised for
a good run at the box office. It's
a good weekend watch.

Will Beall, the movie has Joe new cast members include Eric that peaks with its fourth install- Lawrence as Miami narcotics de- movies which had been released Bad Boys: Ride or Die, how- Rating
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