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HM THE SULTAN GREETS
PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES,

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. of the
Republic of the Philippines on the occasion
of his country’s Independence Anniversary.
In the cable, His Majesty the Sultan
expressed his sincere sentiments and best

be d:

HM GREETS PRESIDENT OF RUSSIA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham

bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to
President Vladimir Putin of the Russian
Federation on the occasion of the Declaration
of State Sovereignty of Russia. In the cable,
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere
sentiments and best wishes of good health
and happiness to President Putin, and further

wishes to President Marcos Jr. and the
friendly people of his country. — oNA
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progress and prosperity to the friendly
Russian people. — ONA
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Sayvyid Fahd meets Egyptian Minister of Awqgat

Uman setto
become one of
largest exporters
of hydrogen

PARIS: The Sultanate of Oman
is on its way to become one of
the largest exporters of hydro-
gen in the world by 2030, ac-
cording to arecent report.

The report, issued jointly
by the Ministry of Energy and
Minerals and the International
Energy Agency (IEA), demon-
strated Oman’s competitive po-
tential as a hub for renewable
energy and hydrogen.

The report was reviewed dur-
ing a visit made by an Omani
delegation to the International
Energy Agency’s headquarters
in Paris. >A5

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Donald Trump calls his
indictment ‘ridiculous’

Former US President
2 Donald Trump has
described his federal
indictment as “ridiculous” and

“baseless”. He made the remarks
in Georgia.>A7

MUSCAT: HH Sayyid Fahd bin
Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for the Council of Min-
isters on Sunday received Dr. Mo-
hammed Mokhtar Goma, Minis-
ter of Awqaf of Egypt.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, the guest conveyed greetings
of the Egyptian leadership and
best wishes to the leadership in
the Sultanate of Oman, wish-
ing the Omani people further
progress and prosperity. He also
asserted the attention accorded
by the Arab Republic of Egypt to
its distinguished relations with
the Sultanate of Oman in several
spheres. >A2

Fees exemption for
healthcare expanded

The Ministry of Health’s
1commitment to serving the
citizens and residents in the
Sultanate of Oman by providing
world-class healthcare has been
lauded across the region. >A6

Australian team lifts
maiden WTG title

After dominating India

over the course of five

days, Australia secured
their maiden World Test
Championship 2023 title on
Sunday at the Oval, London.>A8

The Invest Oman lounge is a unified window to provide all Services fo investors.
|tis also a window for displaying investment opportunities that exceed
OMR1 million with opporfunities available to Omani, Gulf and foreign investors.

MINISTRY
EASES NORMS
T0 FAGILITATE
INVESTMENT

Some space at the Investment Services

Centre can also be given to private sector

Times News Service

MUSCAT: To create a competi-
tive and attractive business en-
vironment, the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion MoCIIP, issued a de-
cision for simplifying investment
procedures for investors.

The ministerial decision no.
(361/2023) stipulates that the In-
vestment Services Centre at the
Ministry of Commerce, Indus-

try and Investment Promotion,
through the Invest Oman Lounge,
affiliated with the Investment
Services Centre, will undertake
the processes of completing all
investor procedures smoothly to
issue necessary approvals, per-
mits and licences for investment
projects, and provide necessary
data and information for that.
The Investment Services Cen-
tre aims at facilitating and sim-
plifying procedures for investors

to reach the highest levels of
competitiveness, increase stra-
tegic and local investments, and
attract foreign investment to the
national economy.

The Invest Oman lounge is a
unified window to provide inte-
grated services to investors. It
is also a window for displaying
investment opportunities that
exceed OMRI1 million to Omani,
Gulf and foreign investors.

The decision defines the rules
and system of work at the cen-
tre, provided that it includes
measures to simplify and facili-
tate the procedures for register-
ing companies, establishments,
and investment projects, and is-
suing necessary approvals, per-
mits and licences to economic
activities. >A3
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PRAYER
TIMINGS

Dhuhr 12:12pm
2} 3:30pm
Maghrib 6:59pm
Isha 8:21pm
Fajr (Tomorrow) . 3:528M
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Oman, Egypt to boost
ties inreligious affairs

The two sides
discussed ways

of exchanging
expertise related to
legislations, laws
and systems in the
fields of awqgaf and
religious affairs

MUSCAT: An official session
of talks was held in Muscat on
Sunday between the Ministry of
Endowments and Religious Af-

<FROM
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MEETING: The Omani side was chaired by Dr. Mohammed Said

Al Ma’amari, Minister of Endowments and Religious Affairs, while
Mohamed Mokhtar Goma, Minister of Awgaf chaired the Egyptian

side. -ona

fairs and the Egyptian Ministry operation in areas of endowments
of Awgaf. The session covered and religious affairs, as well as ex-

means of enhancing aspects of co-

changing expertise.

Al Ties with Egypt reviewed

After welcoming the guest, HH
Sayyid Fahd reviewed the course
of the advanced relations binding
the two countries, thanks to the
firm ties binding the two leader-
ships and their brotherly peoples.
Conversation during the meet-
ing reviewed the relations of bilat-
eral cooperation between the two
countries and the joint interest in
issues of concern to the Islamic
world and stability of its countries,

as well as the benign efforts exert-
ed in various fields. The meeting
also highlighted the real image of
Islam at all levels.

The Egyptian Minister of Awgaf
commended the wise, balanced
policy pursued by the Sultanate of
Oman, as well as its positive role in
backing efforts of understanding
and constructive dialogue among
countries to support security and
stability. He also underscored the

importance of the talks he con-
ducted with the Minister of En-
dowments and Religious Affairs
in Oman, as well as their positive
reflections on the existing coop-
eration between the two countries.

The meeting was attended by Dr.
Mohammed bin Said Al Ma’amari,
Minister of Endowments and Re-
ligious Affairs and Khalid Moham-
med Abdulhalim Radhi, Ambassa-
dor of Egypt to Oman. -ona

The Omani side was chaired by
Dr. Mohammed Said Al Ma’amari,
Minister of Endowments and Re-
ligious Affairs, whereas Moham-
ed Mokhtar Goma, Minister of
Awqaf chaired the Egyptian side.

During the session, the two
sides discussed ways of exchang-
ing expertise and information
related to legislations, laws and
systems in the fields of awqaf and
religious affairs.

They also stressed the impor-
tance of coordinating efforts and
stances to demonstrate tolerance
as a pillar of Islam. They further
discussed the potential of ex-
changing scholars, preachers, re-
searchers, training experiences,
publications and research issued
by both sides. During the session,
avisual presentation was given on
the systems and programmes of
the Ministry of Endowments and
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Religious Affairs. -ona

OHRC Chairman meets
Emirati counterpart

DISCUSSION: Sheikh Abdullah Shuwain Al Hosni, Chairman of
Oman Human Rights Commission (OHRC) with Magsoud Kruse,
Chairman of the National Human Rights Institute of the UAE. -ona

MUSCAT: Sheikh  Abdullah
Shuwain Al Hosni, Chairman of
Oman Human Rights Commission
(OHRC) met on Sunday with Magq-
soud Kruse, Chairman of the Na-
tional Human Rights Institute of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and his accompanying delegation,
currently visiting the Sultanate of
Oman.

During the meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on a set of
topics that enhance the joint work.

They also discussed means of
exchanging expertise to benefit
from the experiences of the two in-
stitutions in a manner that serves
human rights.

Meanwhile, the visiting delega-
tion was briefed on the role played
by the OHRC since its inception
and its work mechanisms, objec-
tives and terms of reference, as
well as its its efforts locally, region-
ally and internationally in the field
of human rights. -ona

Discussion held on social work

MUSCAT: Dr. Laila Ahmed Al
Najjar, Minister of Social De-
velopment met on Sunday with
Dr. Mohammad Mukhtar Goma,
Egyptian Minister of Awgaf and
his accompanying delegation,
currently visiting Oman.

The meeting discussed a set of
topics, particularly in the areas of
social work. It was attended by a
number of officials at the Minis-
try of Social Development. -ona

WA,

\

Research project examines
global citizenship education

MUSCAT: ‘Promoting Global
Citizenship Education (GCED) in
the Sultanate of Oman: An Analy-
sis of National Policies’ by princi-
pal investigator Dr. Khalaf Mar-
houn Al Abri, Associate Professor
of Education Systems and Poli-
cies at the College of Education at
Sultan Qaboos University, is one
of the innovative research pro-
jects funded by the Block Fund-
ing Programme of the Ministry of
Higher Education, Research and
Innovation.

For this research project, Dr.
Khalaf Al Abri and his team
aimed to explore the extent of
the adoption of global citizenship
concepts and principles in Omani
education by analysing the real-
ity of including global citizenship
concepts in national policies in
Oman.

More specifically, through this
paper, Dr. Khalaf analysed school
education policies and plans in
Oman in light of the require-
ments and objectives of the global
citizenship education, studied
the reality of the application of
education for global citizenship
in primary schools in Oman, and
monitored the challenges fac-
ing the application of education
for global citizenship in primary
schools in Oman.

The research team also de-
veloped proposals that would
enhance education for global cit-
izenship in Omani schools, moni-
toring the knowledge, behavior

and attitudes of both teachers
and students in Omani primary
schools towards education for
global citizenship, and imple-
mented a training program for
Omani primary schools to pro-
mote education for global citizen-
ship based on the analysis of edu-
cational policies and plans as well
as its practical application.

Dr. Khalaf mentioned that the
results of the study indicated
the emergence of the principles
of global citizenship in the vi-
sions and missions of the Omani
schools, however the study con-
firmed that these visions and
messages must be reformulated
in a new way, as there is a weak-
ness in their formulation, as well
as their inclusion of these princi-
ples. The results also showed the
Sultanate of Oman’s interest in

education for global citizenship
through the inclusion in policy
documents of the principles and
elements of global citizenship,
and its focus on building a global
citizen.

According to Dr. Khalaf, based
on the results of the study, the
research team developed a train-
ing program for teachers, which
was applied to a group of teachers
in cooperation with the Minis-
try of Education and the Omani
National Commission for Educa-
tion, Culture, and Science. The re-
search team was able to promote
this training programme at the re-
gional level, as it was adopted by
the UNESCO office in Doha, and
the programme was implemented
in April 2023 for a group of teach-
ers at UNESCO affiliated schools
in Kuwait. -ona
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Why don’t kids play outside anymore?

SALEH AL-SHAIBANY

he great outdoor
activity is now almost
non-existent. Fresh

airisararity and I am not
talking about pollution.
Businessmen, with the help
of engineers, are building
mausoleum-like structures
that entertain people under a
concrete roof where the sun
rays never penetrate. The
places kids now love to spend
their summers with the bless-
ing of their parents.

When I was growing up, we
kept close contact with the
earth and the feel of the sands
under our feet made up part
of our childhood experience.
There were acres and acres of
space to explore and endless
hideaways when you feel you
want to be alone. It was all
open under the blue sky and
no one was complaining that
the sun was a major cause of
skin cancer.

The same businessmen,
to make a quick buck, are
selling creams to protect us
from the sunlight and drinks
to replenish our energy. In
summers like this, you used to
see children staging their own
Olympics on the streets. The
commotion they caused was
part of life in the neighbour-
hood. You now wonder where
all the children have gone?
Aren’t they supposed to be
frolicking out there like we
used to? The answer is that
most families lock up their

children at home fearing that
they might pick up bad habits.
They also have them staying
indoors, not to learn anything
useful but watch television or
play mobile phone games.

One parent defended it by
saying “why should 1let my
kids out there kick a stupid
ball or run in circles when
they can do something for
their future by learning some-
thing new from the Internet?”

I am not aman who argues
when the other person has
made up his mind about his
convictions. Of course he was
wrong. To him, ten months of
school in ayear is not enough.
A kid must strengthen his
mind about other educational
pursuits in the other two
months just to satisfy over
zealous parents. What he
didn’t know that he was actu-
ally creating robots to comply
with his carefully written
programs. But the surprising
thing is that this man was ac-
tually kicking a “stupid ball”
with me in our neighbour-
hood when we were kids.

He broke every window
within the two hundred
meters radius with his

Investment services

<FROM The Investment Ser-
Al vices Centre must also

submit quarterly re-

ports to the Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion on its work, in-
cluding a detailed statement on
the volume of transactions that
have been completed, the extent
of compliance with quality per-
formance standards in providing
services, and proposals related
to developing the service and
ensuring transparency and good
performance.

The decision stressed that a
sufficient number of employees of
government entities and private
agencies associated with provid-
ing public services should be at-
tached to the Investment Services
Centre, to take charge of issuing
approvals, permits and licences
that belong to these entities.

The representative of the com-
petent authority at the Investment
Services Centre shall have all the
powers prescribed for the compe-
tent authority in the field of issu-
ing approvals, permits and licenc-
es that fall within the competence
of the authority they represents,
in accordance with the conditions
stipulated in the laws and regula-
tions .and in accordance with the
periods and procedures specified
in the investment guide.

Representatives of the compe-
tent authorities are subject to the
administrative supervision of the
Ministry of Commerce, Indus-
try, and Investment Promotion,
throughout their working peri-

ods at the centre, and they must
abide by the rules and regulations
of work at the Centre.

The decision indicated that
some places at the centre can be
allocated to private sector com-
panies and entities to provide
their services to investors, such
as telecommunications compa-
nies, banks and finance compa-
nies, provided that they adhere
to secure electronic connectivity
with government agencies with-
in a maximum period of 90 days,
in order to exchange requests,
data, documents, approvals, per-
mits and special licences.

The decision specified that
the issuance of the necessary
approvals, permits and licences
for investment projects, and the
allocation of land and real estate
for them, be either by the auto-
matic licencing system, which is
the investment project obtaining
approval, permit or licence by
notifying the centre on the form
prepared for that, or by the prior
licencing system, which is the
investment project obtaining ap-
proval or permission, or alicence
from the competent author-
ity before starting the activity,
as determined by the investment
guide.

The fees charged by the Min-
istry for the services provided
through the Center shall be de-
termined by a decision of the
Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion, after
the approval of the Ministry of
Finance.

experimental shots. He was
also climbing every tree on
his path and rode abikeina
breathtaking speed around
corners. I would say we
had fun with our childhood
without being malicious. And
we turned out to be alright. I
could not help feeling that he
is depriving his kids the same
privilege his father allowed
him when he was growing up.
Parents like him would
say that the world has now
changed from the one we
knew. Itis true but our
parents said the same thing.
But you cannot lock up your
children just because their
“minds would be polluted
by other kids.” It is also an
insult to other parents who
don’t feel the same way. In
my opinion and I would stick
to it, kids must be taught to
be street-wise. And that does
not mean they should get into
drugs or involved in a fight. If
they are happy and get a solid
upbringing at home, they
would know how to handle
the streets. It is where kids
learn the basic elements how
to handle problems in their
future lives.

SUPPLIERS FOR
EVENT MANAGEMENT
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Venue Providers: Indoor and Outdoor

Catering Services and Customized F&B

Audiovisual and Stage Equipment Rental

Event Equipment Rental (Tents, stages, portable restrooms)
Event Decor and Props rental and fabrication

Event Technology Providers (Event management software,
registration systems, mobile apps)

Talents Agents (Representing entertainers, musicians, DJs,
bands, magicians)

Event Transportation (Shuttle services, limousines,

or car rental providers)

Printing and Signage

Event Security Services (Crowd management and

VIP protection services)

Floral Designers

Event Staffing Agencies (Event coordinators, ushers,
promoters and on-site event support)

Event Insurance Providers (Coverage for liability, equipment
damage, cancellation)

3D designers

Individuals with skills: p

An event company in
Oman invites suppliers to share

their company profile,
hody of work and pricing.

Mail us on:
omaneventagency@gmail.com

\

PROVIDING FLEXIBLE INSURANCE SOLUTIONS SINCE 1985 4 ‘ ‘
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Oman chairs 156th session
of GCC Ministerial Council

RIYADH: The Sultanate of
Oman on Sunday chaired the
156th session of the GCC Minis-
terial Council, which was held at
the GCC Secretariat General in
Riyadh.

Oman’s delegation was led by
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister.

The meeting focused on the
path of implementing decisions
of the GCC Supreme Council,
aiming at enhancing the joint
Gulf action.

On the occasion of the 42nd
anniversary of foundation of the
GCC, which launched a blessed
march of achievements that made
the GCC a lofty edifice, Sayyid
Badr, Chairman of the current
session of the 156th session of the
GCC Ministerial Council, said
that the GCC accomplishments

call for sustained efforts to pre-
serve the gains.

This success, Sayyid Badr
added, encourages the GCC to
look forward for the realisation of
more milestones, notably in the
areas of citizenship, the Customs
Union and the Gulf Common
Market. Such an approach would
secure the durability of the GCC
march of development and pros-
perity, he explained.

Sayyid Badr stressed that the
approach of peace and coopera-
tion is the only way, the safest and
most ideal model for the region
and the world at large.

In this context, Sayyid Badr
commended the promising de-
velopments in the region which,
he said, usher in a new era of
welfare for all.

Speaking about the environ-

mental and climatic challenges
currently posed to the world,
Sayyid Badr said that GCC mem-
ber states have already charted
a balanced approach through
gradual transition (to clean en-
ergy) to reduce harmful carbon
emissions. This, he said, requires
more cooperation and partner-
ship among all sectors and more
concerted action at the national,
regional and international levels.
This approach also mandates
support for innovation, capac-
ity building and espousal of the
best practices and experiences,
to ensure a more sustainable and
stable future, so that the member
states could realize their national
visions and so that they could
consolidate their blessed renais-
sance in all walks of life, through
knowledge and sciences. -ona

ominating MFA clinch Al Shabiba
heltenham Muscat Challenge Cup

The inaugural
tournament
witnessed 65 players
showcasing their
talents in front of a
large number of kids

and parents

MUSCAT: A dominant Mus-
cat Football Academy (MFA)
clinched the inaugural Al Shabiba
Cheltenham Muscat Challenge
Cup 23 recently.

The U117 age-group tourna-
ment, organised by MFA, was
held at the Cheltenham Muscat
on June 10 and witnessed the par-
ticipation of four Muscat-based
football academy teams.

Played on a round-robin for-
mat, the nine-a-side tourna-
ment provided a lot of thrill and
excitement.

Besides the hosts MFA team,
the other teams that took part in
the Al Shabiba Cheltenham Mus-
cat Challenge Cup were Algeria
Academy, Brazil Academy and
Alpha Academy.

MFA won all their three
matches to claim the title while
Algeria Academy took the run-

ner-up spot, having won one, lost
one and drawn one.

Brazil Academy claimed the
bronze medal after losing the
runner-up spot on goal difference
to Algeria.

The inaugural tournament
witnessed 65 players showcas-
ing their talents in front of a large
number of kids and parents.

After the summer break, MFA
will host the first edition of
the Muscat Academies Youth
League (MAYL) in October. The
MAYL is expected to bring to-
gether hundreds of young foot-
ballers to compete against each
other over a period of six months

in Oman for the first time.

The league for age-groups
will be held in cooperation
with Muscat Media Group and
will be played at the lush green
grounds of Cheltenham Mus-
cat. The league will continue till
March 2024.

The league will comprise un-
der-9, under-11, under-13, un-
der-15 and under-17 events for
the boys while the girls’ league
will feature an under-14 category.
While the U9 league will be a sev-
en-a-side format, leagues for Ul1,
U13 and U15 will be eight-a-side
and the U17 league will be played
on a10-a-side basis.

Oman gets gold at FIAP Youth Biennial in Norway

Times News Service

OSLO: Represented by the Minis-
try of Culture, Sports and Youth, the
Sultanate of Oman won a gold med-
al at the FIAP International Youth
Photography Biennial (FIAP) in
the Kingdom of Norway at the in-
dividual level (under 21-year-old
category).

The medal was bagged by fe-
male photographer Nouf Salim Al

Siyabi, who was awarded top prize
for her artwork themed “Mystery”.

Oman also picked two honorary
awards after occupying 6th and
7th places at country level, when
it collected 324 points at the U-21
category and 353 points in the
U-16 category.

Oman presented 40 artworks
that were contributed by 25 male
and female photographers.

Nouf Salim Al Siyabi said that

winning the gold medal in this
competition is a great achieve-
ment for my photography, and
it means more motivation and
harder work for me in this field. “I
love my work ‘Mystery’ and its ad-
vantage is that it is a spontaneous
picture of a little girl looking at the
camera with a bit of mystery and
astonishment,” she said.

It is worth noting that the
participation of the Ministry

of Culture, Sports and Youth in
such international competitions
comes out of its keenness to sup-
port young people and their crea-
tivity and urge them to develop
their skills and raise the level of
artistic taste for their creations,
which in turn is reflected in their
representation of the Sultanate
of Oman and their getting of ad-
vanced and honorable positions
for the country.
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Dhofar, Musandam,
South Al Batinah
proposals praised

The proposals for
development were
unveiled at an open
meeting between the
ministry’s officials
and governors in
Muscat

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning an-
nounced that the proposals of the
governorates of Dhofar, Musan-
dam, South Al Batinah took the
lead in a contest for submitting
the best proposal for a develop-
ment project that can be imple-
mented in one of the governo-
rates.

This was unveiled at an open
meeting between the ministry’s
officials and governors in Muscat
on Sunday.

After the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Planning evaluates the
top three winning projects and
approves them, the Ministry of
Finance provides financial allo-
cations for them.

The initiative seeks to encour-
age the governorates to find de-
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velopment projects that are com-
patible with the National Strategy
for Urban Development, which
constitutes a template for urban
growth in line with Oman Vision
2040.

The strategy accords priority to
the development of governorates
and the establishment of sustain-
able cities, notably by providing
an incentive for competition to
come up with new and innovative
projects.

Eleven projects from all gov-
ernorates were submitted for the
contest.

The committee that assessed
the projects during the competi-
tion was headed by the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Planning
and it comprised members from
the Ministry of Finance, the Min-
istry of Economy and Oman Vi-
sion 2040 Implementation Fol-
low-up Unit.

The committee hosted the gov-
ernors and project operators and
listened to their views as they
outlined their respective projects.

The open meeting was held in

Oman to produce over
one million tonnes
of green hydrogen

<FROMThe delegation was
A headed by Eng. Salim
Nasser Al Aufi, Minister
of Energy and Minerals.

Oman has allocated an area of
more than 50,000 square kilo-
metres in the governorates of
Al Wusta and Dhofar for green
hydrogen projects to be floated
in stages. This is in addition to
15,000 square kilometres in other
governorates for clean energy
projects.

Oman plans to produce more
than one million tonnes of green
hydrogen by 2030.

The plan provides for the ex-
ploitation (by the year 2050) of
up to 30 percent of the land cur-
rently allocated, to produce about
8 million tons. The investment
value of the projects is expected
to stand at $140 billion.

Recently, Oman has taken ma-
jor steps to keep pace with global
developments in energy transi-
tion and climate change. As a

result, Oman announced its com-
mitment to achieve carbon neu-
trality, or zero carbon emissions,
by 2050.

The country also outlined sa-
lient features of its green hydro-
gen strategy. It also announced
having finalized regulatory and
legal frameworks, as well as the
preparation of policies neces-
sary for the march forward in
projects and plans of green en-
ergy transition. -ona

implementation of the Royal di-
rectives of His Majesty the Sultan
requiring all units of the State’s

Administrative Apparatus to
coordinate on a regular manner
with the governors in all matters
pertaining to their governorates.
The aim is to ensure integration
in performance and avoid dupli-
cation.

During the meeting, the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban Plan-
ning made a visual presenta-
tion about Sultan Haitham City
project. It elaborated on Royal
directives to promote housing as-
sistance programmes and the sys-
tem of giving addresses.

The meeting dealt with the
ministry’s future plans and pro-
jects within the purviews of the
urban strategy, projects of the
National Initiative for Integrat-
ed Residential Neighbourhoods
(Sorouh), investment aspects
related to land use contracts
(usufructs), the promotion of de-
centralisation and the delegation
of powers to directors-general in
the governorates. -ona

Oman launches new digital
platform for tourism sector

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism on Wednesday
launched a Partner Support Plat-
form, titled Oman Tourism Hub,
to extend prompt services to part-
ners in the travel and tourism sec-
torin Oman.

The platform was launched at
the Oman Convention and Exhi-
bition Centre, as part of a com-
prehensive tourism development
plan.

Tourism Undersecretary Azzan
Qasim Al Busaidi said that the
launch of the platform caps up an
effective communication that con-

nects Omani travel and tourism
service providers. The platform
constitutes a direct link that en-
sures a smooth flow of all types of
services offered to partners, be-
sides events organised by the min-
istry, he added.

The platform also reflects the

ministry’s approach to continu-
ously update the database of part-
ners in the field of business devel-
opment. It represents a medium of
instruction for partners in the lo-
cal market, as it outlines the tour-
ism strategy and provides general
information about Omani tourism
products.

It is worth mentioning that the
ministry launched an elite pro-
gramme called “Majan”, which
provides access to competitive
advantages offered by the ministry
to the tourism sector’s partners via
the platform. —ona

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

Nama Dhofar Services invites the specialize companies to participate and submit their offers for the below
said tender in Dhofar Governorate.

Tender Tender Name Last Date for Time & Last Date for | Tender Fee (OMR)
Number Collection of Proposal Including
Tender Documents Submission VAT (5%)
CONSTRUCTION OF WATER NETWORK AT
DISC/2023/102 | EXTENSION OF NORTH AWQAD BLOCK A IN 26/06/2023 23/07/2023 RO. 525.000
SALALAH
CONSTRUCTION OF WATER NETWORK AT
DISC/2023/103 | EXTENSION OF NORTH AWQAD BLOCK C IN 2610612023 2300712023 RO. 525.000
SALALAH

R

Tel No. 23232554

c/‘ cLoJ

DHOFAR SERVICES

To view the tender details, you can visit www.dhofarservices.nama.om / scan the QR code
The deposit at the last day of purchasing should be before 3.00pm.
Bids shall be submitted online through using “isupplier portal”. No hard copies are accepted.
The company is not obliged to accept the lowest or any other bid.
In the event of receipt of the tender document on behalf of another company, the interested purchasers in the
above tender document should provide details of the person’s name and the company details.

+ For any clarifications contact us on:

email: purchase@dhofarservices.nama.om

Dhofar Integrated Services Companys.ao.c

- CR Number 2185229 ,FO Box 2609
nama PC 211 ,Salalah - Sultanate of Oman
J—a Bol_o03a 35 ) Phone Number 23232523 ,Fax 23201183

www.dhofarservices.nama.om

an iy “=loicdig)
T Ship 19
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Ministry of Transport, Communications and

The Internal Tenders Committee at the Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technology In Al Khuwair invites

for the Following Project:

duodlio Jicl
Tender Notice

olok ik \:_.

Sultanate of Oman

v 2 N
Information Technology /y N,

TENDER NO TENDER DATE OF LASTDATETO |SUBMISSION| COMPANIES WHO SHOULD DOCUMENT
NAME PUBLISHING | PURCHASE TENDER|  DATE PARTICIPATE IN THIS TENDER PRICE
DOCUMENT
EXPERIENCED COMPANIES AND (501-)
MTCITHQ | cONSTRUCTION OF LINK ROADS IN REGISTERED WITH THE FIFTY OMANI RIAL
12012023 AL-QABIL (AL SHARQIYAH 11-6-2023 25-6-2023 23-7-2023 SECRETARIAT GENERAL OF NON-
EXPRESSWAY) TENDER BOARD REFUNDABLE
(FIRST CLASS)

CORRESPONDANCE:

Interested Companies registered with the Secretariat General of Tender Board may obtain Tender documents from the E-Tendering website:
https:/letendering.tenderboard gov.om against non-refundable payment as mentioned above for each set of document. Tenders should be submitted online on given website

1. Tender Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the TENDER Inquiry must be online at e-Tendering System. (https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)
2. E-Tendering System Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the e-Tendering System technical support must be directed to the following helpdesk email address and
phone number: Tel: +968 24402200 / e-mail: etenderhd@mtcit.gov.om

INTERNAL TENDERS COMMITTEE

© © ©® © @mtcitoman

www.mtcit.gov.om
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Oman, Uzbekistan have a lot in
common to grow stronger bonds

UTKIR ALIMOV, TASHKENT*

TASHKENT: Oman football
team is the only invited team to
Central Asian Football Associa-
tion Nations Cup, which began
in Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan
on June 10.

Oman takes on one of the joint
hosts, Uzbekistan, in their open-
ing clash on June 11, Sunday.

Besides the two hosts nations,
the other nations in the fray are
Afghanistan, Iran, Tajikistan
and Turkmenistan.

Asboth the countries play
on the field, I discuss areas of
cooperation between Oman
and Uzbekistan that has a huge
potential.

For Uzbekistan, which is geo-

graphically separated from the

sea, cooperation with the Arab
countries plays an important
role in establishing a transit,
transport and communication
network in Central Asia.
I'would like to think alittle
about the important prospect of
cooperation between the Sul-
tanate of Oman and Uzbekistan.

Common culture

The fact that our countries are
united by a common -culture,
religion, tradition and spiritual
values makes one happy. The
image of the Sultanate of Oman
painted in my mind is thatitisa
country of peace When talking
about Oman, be it a senior politi-
cian, a thinker, an intellectual, a
journalist or an ordinary person,
the one picture that comes to my
mind is of peace and its beautiful
landscape.

Under the leadership of
Sultan Haitham bin Tarig Al
Said, the country is striving to
increase economic competitive-
ness and social well-being, and
build an enlightened society
based on an excellent education
system, based on the Oman Vi-
sion 2040 programme.

Diplomatic relations between
Uzbekistan and Oman were es-
tablished on April 22,1992. The
embassy of Uzbekistan operates
in Muscat, and the embassy of
Oman operates in Tashkent.

The Omani embassy in
Tashkent was opened in April
2010 and relations between the
two countries are witnessing
remarkable progress.

Inrecent years, effective
work has been done to activate

trade and economic relations
between our countries, increase
the volume of trade, attract in-
vestment, and implement joint
projects.

There were trade exchanges
along the Silk Road towards
the flourishing Omani ports,
through which Omani products
such as frankincense and cop-
per were exported, along with
other goods including goods
re-exported from the African
continent.

On April 23,2016, an agree-
ment on the creation of an
international transport and
transit corridor between the
governments of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Sultanate
of Oman, Turkmenistan and the
Republic of Uzbekistan entered
into force.

Currently, the sub-regional
transport corridor “Russia-
Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan-Turk-
menistan-Iran-Oman-India”
is being formed within the
framework of this Ashgabat
Agreement. This effort is aimed
at creating a reliable transport
corridor for continuous trans-
portation and transit of goods
through the ports of Central
Asia and the Gulfregion.

The activities of the Uzbek-
Omani investment company
UzOman Capital, are on right
track with investment projects
totaling about $200 million
implemented. The governments
agreed to actively use the cre-
ated effective joint platform to
attract investments from Omani
investors, as well as foreign
investors in general.

In December 2020, a
cooperation agreement was
signed between Tashkent State
University of Oriental Studies
and Sultan Qaboos University.
‘We believe that the two friendly
countries will continue effective
cooperation towards develop-
ment and growth.

Today, sport plays an im-
portant role in the emergence
of any country on the world
stage. There are also relations
between our countries in this
field. In particular, over the past
few years, various cooperation
agreements have been signed
between the National Olympic
Committee of Uzbekistan and
the Oman Olympic Committee.

The cooperation will go along
way in improving the skills of
athletes, sharing experience,
and implementing various
programmes.

In general, Oman is keen
to further develop coopera-
tion in the field of sports with
Uzbekistan.

‘We can also explore oppor-
tunities in implementing joint
projects in the transport sector,
attracting investments in the
tourism sector, launching joint
tourist exchange programmes,
as well as practical measures to
increase mutual passenger and
cargo flows and conducting bi-
lateral events aimed at enhanc-
ing cultural exchange between
the two countries.

* (The writer is a senior journal-
ist and presently working as Jun-
ior editor of Uzbekistan National

News Agency).
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Agreement signed
for research project

MUSCAT: The Environment
Authority and the Ministry of
Higher Education, Research and
Innovation have signed an agree-
ment to carry out a research pro-
ject on establishing a bank for
the conservation of wild animals’
genetic resources and protecting
their economic value.

The preservation process is
envisaged to be realised through
freezing of the genes outside the
animals’ habitats.

The agreement was signed by
Dr. Abdullah Ali Al Amri, Chair-
man of the Environment Au-
thority, and Dr. Saif Abdullah Al
Haddabi, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation for Re-
search and Innovation.

The agreement seeks to pre-
serve the genetic substance of
wild animals, particularly those
in danger of extinction, to ensure
their sustainability. — ona

Oman’s health ministry expands
its coverage of fees exemption

Expats married

to Omani women
among many other
beneficiaries of the
latest ministerial

decision

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Health’s commitment to serving
the citizens and residents in the
Sultanate of Oman by providing
world-class healthcare has been
lauded across the region.

Healthcare has been a top pri-
ority for the government of Oman
and the recent ministerial deci-
sion is another example of the em-
phasis on providing top healthcare
to its people.

Dr Hilal Al Sabti, Minister of
Health, issued Ministerial Resolu-
tion No. 126/2023, providing free
treatment services, including for-
eigners under certain conditions.

The decision issued a regulation
for fees for treatment of services,
and the new decision cancelled the

Labour ministry
announces job
vacarncies

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A number of job vacan-
cies have been announced in the
private sector institutions located
in North Al Batinah Governorate.

“The Ministry of Labour, rep-
resented by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Labour in North Al Batinah,
announces the availability of job
opportunities in the private sec-
tor institutions operating in the
governorate for various specialties
and qualifications,” the Ministry
said. “Those wishing to compete
and nominate for the offered job
opportunities can apply through
the Job Opportunities Service on
the Ministry’s website.”

previous decision of No. 55/2009.

All health institutions have been
instructed to take all necessary
measures to ensure that only the
prescribed fees are collected and
that the fees payment does not
come in between the treatment of
emergency cases.

Free treatment
With the exception of injuries re-
sulting from traffic accidents and
cases covered by insurance cover-
age, the following categories enjoy
free treatment of services:
Omanis, and citizens of Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) coun-

e v

tries residing in the Sultanate of
Oman for a period of no less than
three months.

Free treatment services will
also be provided to expatriates
married to Omani women, be it
husband, children born to an Om-
ani wife from the marriage, expat
women married to Omanis, ex-
pat parents of an Omani residing
with him in Oman, children of an
expat husband or wife of Omani
originresiding with him in Oman,
expat working in the government
and their families according to
their service contracts, expat
members of the diplomatic corps

and their family members.

Also the decision said that pri-
mary healthcare services, emer-
gency and ambulance services, and
treatment of critical emergency
cases that require accommodation
in the health institution will be
provided free of charge for the fol-
lowing categories: nationals of the
GCC states residing in Oman for a
period of less than three months,
members of delegations visiting
Oman, including delegations of
sports and cultural clubs invited
by official authorities.

Exemption from paying fees
The following have been exempted
from paying any fees: Patients who
are infected with an epidemic or
contagious disease that threatens
public health, their contacts, and
those suspected of being infected.

Also, blood donors and organ
donors when they donate, persons
benefiting from social security and
their families, including those on
the waiting list at the Ministry of
Social Development, orphans reg-
istered in the institutions of the
Ministry of Social Development,
Omani persons with disabilities,
Omani children under the age of
two years and children benefiting
from the expanded programme on
immunisation are exempted.

The other beneficiaries are all
members of the national vaccina-
tion campaigns, Omanis benefiting

from early screening programmes,
pregnant Omani women, Omani
women benefiting from maternal
and child care services, including
the birth spacing programme, Om-
ani chronic dialysis patients and
cancer patients, prison inmates
and under trial detainees, medical
examination for scouts and guides,
circumcision operations for peo-
ple converting to Islam in Oman.

Also, the following are exempted
from paying registration and con-
sultation fees:

Students transferred from
schools during the official work-
ing hours of the school, poor Om-
ani patients, patients who visit
the same health institution on the
same day.

The following cases are ex-
empted from payment of hospital
admission fees: Those infected or
suspected of being infected with
an infectious or epidemic disease
who are in isolation rooms or beds,
patients who are admitted for sur-
gery or medical procedure but are
forced to leave the hospital due to
shortage of medicines, equipment,
doctors, or any other reason relat-
ed to the institution itself.

This does not include in the
case of postponement of surgery
due to unexpected or unavoidable
medical complications, or due to
the refusal of the patient or those
accompanying him to perform the
medical procedure.

Pharmacy regulations
Non-admitted patients from cat-
egories not eligible for free treat-
ment services shall not be given
medicines from the pharmacies
of health institutions except after
presenting evidence that the med-
icines prescribed to them are not
available in private pharmacies.

In this case, these patients are
obligated to pay the value of the
medicine according to the lists ap-
proved by the ministry, in addition
to 20 percent of the value of the
medicine as a service fee.

Annual renewal

The decision also said that fees for
registration, annual renewal, and
admission to tertiary, secondary,
and primary health care hospitals
for categories (VIPs, private nurs-
ing ward, and a private room in the
general ward) have not changed.

As for the groups who are not
eligible for free treatment, these
fees have been raised.

The decision also includes fees
for additional services, and in-
cludes fees for pilgrims and Um-
rah performers, which is OMR 2
for those who are eligible for free
treatment.

The decision also prescribed
fees for using ambulances in situ-
ations with medical coverage and
without medical coverage for
those who are not eligible for free
treatment.

ROHM announces blood donation campaign 2023

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The

Royal Op-

era House Muscat (ROHM) is
launching its blood donation
campaign for 2023 under the slo-
gan ‘Your act of kindness brings
colour to people’s lives! Give
Blood, Give Life’.

The campaign, running in col-
laboration with the Ministry of
Health Blood Bank Services will
take place on 14 June to coincide
with World Blood Donation Day.

Donors will be welcomed
through the main entrance of the
Royal Opera House Muscat to
take their seats in the donation
clinic set up in the South Porch
from 9am on Tuesday until 6pm
the same day.

The campaign by the Royal Op-

era House Muscat hopes to attract
record numbers of donors by ap-
pealing to everyone who attends
shows but also to people who may

not otherwise have visited.

The Royal Opera House Muscat
is a wonderful location to use as a
venue for community-based ini-

tiatives, offering a beautiful space
which promotes access to musical
arts for everyone.

Helping accident victims
Blood donations play a vital role
in saving lives each day, with do-
nations supporting a range of
treatments from helping accident
victims or patients with blood
cancers to helping mothers and
new-born babies during child-
birth. Any healthy person between
the age of 18 and 65 can join the
campaign to give blood.

If donors are worried about
what to expect, rest assured that
each person will be carefully guid-
ed through the process.

Qualified practitioners will
carry out health checks before you
are committed to donating.

The actual process of giving
blood takes approximately five to
ten minutes to complete and will
be carried out in privacy behind
temporary screens, on comfort-
able reclining seats.

Once 475ml (just under a pint)
of blood has been collected, a ster-
ile dressing will be applied.

The experience is designed to
minimise all your concerns, so
that you feel comfortable at every
stage.

The Royal Opera House Mus-
cat extends its warmest thanks
to everyone who takes part in the
campaign. It is a privilege to pro-
vide this platform for members
of the community, so that every-
one can contribute to adequate
blood supply for those who need it
across Oman.
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Trump calls federal indictment
as ‘ridiculous’ and ‘baseless’

Trump cast his
federal indictment
as “election
interference,” telling
Georgia Republicans
it represented an
abuse of power

by the Biden
administration

WASHINGTON: Former US
President Donald Trump has de-
scribed his federal indictment as
“ridiculous” and “baseless”. He
made the remarks at a Republi-

can Party convention in Georgia
during his first public appearance
since the charges were unsealed,
accusing him of 37 counts, includ-
ing 31 counts of willful retention
of sensitive documents related to
national defence information at
his Mar-a-Lago property, CNN re-
ported.

Trump on Saturday cast his
federal indictment as “election
interference,” telling Georgia Re-
publicans it represented an abuse
of power by the Biden admin-
istration, it reported. “This is a
political hit job. Republicans are
treated far different at the Justice
Department than Democrats,” said
Trump who offered no evidence
for his claims at a state GOP con-
vention in Columbus.

Former US President Donald
Trump faces a total of 37 counts,
including 31 counts of willful re-
tention of national defense in-
formation. While addressing the
people in Georgia, he said that any
other Republican at the top of the

Montenegro holds
parliamentary vote
to secure reforms

PODGORICA: Voters in Monte-
negro were electing new lawmak-
ers on Sunday in an early parlia-
mentary vote.

Approximately 542,000 voters
will choose from 15 diverse par-
ties, ranging from pro-Western to
pro-Serbian and pro-Russian coa-
litions.

The outcome could indicate
whether the small NATO member
in the Balkans would move closer
to European Union membership.

Poll results suggest
coalition government

It was the first parliamentary vote
in more than 30 years that does
not feature former President Milo
Djukanovic, who lost the presiden-
tial election in April.

The current president, Jakov
Milatovic’s centrist Europe Now
movement (PES), was most likely
to be the top vote-getter on Sunday
according to polls.

A poll conducted by Centre for
Democracy and Human Rights
(CEDEM) last month put Europe
Now Movement in the lead with
29.1% of the vote.

The pro-EU Democratic Party
of Socialists (DPS), the party for-
merly led by Djukanovic, were
predicted to come second and
the pro-Serbian and pro-Russian
Democratic Front (DF) third.

Promises of the PES party
According to polls, PES was un-
likely to secure an absolute major-
ity, and its leading candidate, Mi-
lojko Spajic, would probably need
partners for a coalition.

He vowed to rejuvenate the

TUNIS: European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen,
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte
and Italian Prime Minister Gior-
gia Meloni are traveling to Tunisia
on Sunday for talks on migration
and possible financial aid with the
country’s president.

Their visit comes as the UN
refugee agency, the UNHCR, says
most migrants recently registering
in Ttaly came from the North Afri-
can country, which is in the grips
of aworsening economic crisis.

Ahead of the trip, Tunisian Pres-
ident Kais Saied said his country
was not prepared to protect the
borders of other countries.

What is on the talks agenda?
Although the EU delegation will
discuss increased cooperation
with Tunisia on economic and en-
ergyissues, amajor focus of talks is
likely to be the growing number of
migrants seeking to enter the EU
viairregular methods.

According to the Italian Interior
Ministry, more than 53,800 mi-
grants have reached Italy over the
Mediterranean since the begin-
ning of the year, up from 21,700 at
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economy, which is plagued by
mismanagement and is heavily
dependent on revenues from the
Adriatic seaside tourism.

“We're the only ones talking
about infrastructure, about tax re-
forms,” he said.

The party backs accession to the
European but also favors closer
ties with neighboring Serbia.

Montenegro hopes for EU
membership

Montenegro is a candidate to join
the EU, but it must first root out
corruption, nepotism and organ-
ized crime.

Over the years, the country with
a population just over 600,000
has been divided between those
who identify as Montenegrins and
those who see themselves as Serbs.

In 2017, after a botched coup at-
tempt that the-then government
blamed on Russian agents and
Serbian nationalists, the country
joined NATO.

Back then, Moscow dismissed
claims of leading a coup as absurd
and the Serbian government de-
nied any involvement. — ow
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the same time last year.

Most of the irregular entries
came via Tunisia, the UN refugee
agency UNHCR has said.

Many Tunisians are motivated
to take the dangerous sea journey

party’s 2024 ticket will face simi-
lar scrutiny and legal challenges,
as per the CNN report.

“The ridiculous and baseless
indictment of me by the Biden ad-
ministration’s weaponized depart-
ment of injustice will go down as
among the most horrific abuses of
power in the history of our coun-
try,” CNN quoted the former presi-
dent as saying.

Trump’s remarks were reminis-
cent of his first rally after last sum-
mer’s FBI search of his Mar-A-La-
go estate. Speaking to supporters
in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania,
in September, Trump accused
Biden of weaponizing federal law
enforcement in what he said was
“one of the most shocking abuses
of power by any administration in
American history,”as per the news
report.

Donald Trump said, “Somebody
else? They’re not going to with-
stand that fire.” While speaking
about his second indictment in
less than three months, he said,

“Our people are angry.” He denied
wrongdoing and called the probe
as “a sad day for the country.” He
is scheduled to appear in a federal
courtroom in Miami on Tuesday,
where he will be read the charges
against him.

Trump has avoided legal culpa-
bility in his personal, professional
and political lives. He has settled a
number of private civil legal cases
through the years and paid his way
out of disputes concerning the
Trump Organisation, according to
CNN report.

After leaving office, the US Jus-
tice Department’s criminal probe
into the alleged retention of clas-
sified information at Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago resort and his efforts
to overturn the 2020 election cast
dark clouds over the former presi-
dent. Earlier in March, the Man-
hattan district attorney in New
York indicted Trump on charges
related to hush-money payments
to a former adult star.

— ANI

Germany accuses activists of 580 offences

HAMBURG: Germany has re-
corded 580 criminal offences
committed by the climate activist
group Last Generation, or Letzte
Generation, German weekly Bild
am Sonntag reported.

The group has been raising
climate awareness by using con-
troversial protest methods in
Germany, including gluing them-
selves to streets.

Since the beginning of 2022,
“740 people have come to the at-
tention of the police” said Inte-
rior Minister Nancy Faeser to the
newspaper.

Activism at crossroads
with law

Most of the offenses the group’s
members have been accused of
relate to coercion and damage to
property.

Defending the police interven-
tion, Faeser made it clear that
activists were not above the law
and cannot “violate the rights of
others.”

Last Generation members
counter that their rights are vio-

lated by companies, officials and
individuals who take inadequate
steps to protect the environment
and increase the likelihood of cat-
astrophic future effects of climate
change. Referring to the protest
methods used by the group, she
said “It does not help climate pro-
tection at all.”

On the contrary, she said the
activists are doing “massive dam-
age” to being accepted or raising
awareness.

Chequered history

The Last Generation has made
headlines with street blockades
where activists glued their hands
to the road and threw soup on fa-
mous artwork. The artworks were
protected by plastic or glass and
were not damaged.

A member of the group was
issued a €400 ($430) fine last
Thursday for damage to property
after a protest at the Audimax of
Hamburg University.

The German police, in May,
conducted multiple raids in dif-
ferent places linked to the Last
Generation as they were suspect-
ed of helping finance a criminal
enterprise.

The group is demanding that
the German government act fast-
er and formulate a plan to meet
an international goal of limiting
global warming to 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius compared to pre-industrial
times. —ow

Mass protests held in shadow of tragedies

BELGRADE: Tens of thousands
of' people participated in anti-gov-
ernment protests in the Serbian
capital of Belgrade on Friday.

This was the sixth protest after
18 people were killed in two unre-
lated mass shootings in May.

Serbians blame the government
and certain tabloids for promot-
ing a culture of violence and ha-
tred.

Left-wing and liberal opposi-
tion parties gathered in front of

RN

by their country’s dire economic
situation and high unemployment.

Italy’s far-right Meloni said
ahead of the trip that the EU would
offer aid to Tunisia to help mitigate
the crisis.

the parliament in the city center
and called for the protest.

They marched in two sepa-
rate columns to the government
building and chanted slogans like
“Vucic out!” referring to President
Aleksandar Vucic while hold-
ing banners that read “Students
against violence.”

They demanded the resignation
of'the president, Interior Minister
Bratislav Gasic and secret service
chief Aleksandar Vulin, who they

“Tunisia is a priority, because
destabilisation in Tunisia would
have serious repercussions on the
stability of all Northern Africa, and
those repercussions inevitably ar-
rive here [Italy],” Meloni said on

blame for failing to bring criminal
groups to justice.

Other demands
The other demands include the
withdrawal of national broadcast
licenses for television channels
Pink TV and Happy TV and a ban
on certain tabloids who they say
contribute to creating a climate of
violence.

Serbia’s Prime Minister Ana
Brnabic said on Wednesday that

Thursday. The EU recently struck
a deal on stricter measures against
“irregular migration” that critics
say represents a violation of basic
human rights.

The plan may still meet resist-

she was willing to resign. She in-
vited the opposition parties that
have backed the protests to en-
gage in a dialog.

However, protest leaders said
they would not speak to the gov-
ernment until all their demands
were met. Vucic said that his gov-
ernment was not at fault for the
shootings. “Is the government to
blame for crimes that happened?
I cannot accept that,” he said on
Friday. — ow

EU leaders set to talk migration curbs, aid for Tunisia

ance at the European Parliament.

What is the situation

in Tunisia?

On Friday, Tunisian debt was
downgraded further into “junk”
territory by the Fitch credit rat-
ings agency.

The move underscores the pos-
sibility that the country could de-
fault on its loans, something that
could cause state finances to col-
lapse and lead to much hardship
for the country’s population.

A rescue package from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF)
has been stalled for months, as
Saied has refused to implement
the economic reforms on which it
is contingent, despite urgings from
Ttaly and donor countries.

Saied has warned that the re-
quired reforms, which include
cuts to flour and fuel subsidies and
to the large public administration
sector, as well as the privatization
of loss-making public companies,
would cause social unrest.

Meloni said that the European
delegation would bring a packet of
security initiatives that will pave
the way for the IMF help. — ow
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Pat Cummins’ side
crowned ICC World
Test Champions with
a facile 209-run

victory over India

LONDON: Australia are World
Test Champions after completing a
209-run win over Indiain the World
Test Championship (WTC) Final at
The Oval on Sunday.

Superb first-innings centuries
from Travis Head and Steve Smith
gave Australia control of the Test
early on, but India responded well
to force the match to a fifth day,
falling short of what would have
been an all-time record chase to
win a Test as they were bowled out

All set for

MUMBALI: The proposed hybrid
model by Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) for the Asia Cup 2023 is
likely to be approved by the Asian
Cricket Council (ACC), with
Sri Lanka as the neutral venue
where India can play their games,
according to ESPNcricinfo report
on Sunday.

The model sees four - and
possibly five - of the tournament’s
13 games being played in Pakistan.
All the India-Pakistan games will
be played in Sri Lanka, as will the
final if India is involved.

An official announcement is
likely after the weekend. The win-
dow set aside for the tournament

ICC WORLD TEST

CHAMPIONSHIP
FINAL 2023

-

for 234. Scott Boland got the ball
rolling with two early dismiss-
als in the day, with Nathan Lyon
and Mitchell Starc also among the
wickets as Australia rattled through
India to win the WTC title.

Australia were the dominant
team during the WTC cycle,
finishing top of the standings to
qualify for the showpiece final
against Indiathanks to 11 wins from
19 matches.

Nathan Lyon ended this Test
Championship campaign as the
world’s highest wicket-taker.

And four of the top six run-scor-
ers inthe WTC cycle were Australi-
an, with only Joe Root scoring more
than Usman Khawaja (1621) and
Marnus Labuschagne (1576), and
the first innings heroes Head and
Smith scoring 1407 and 1389 runs
respectively in the Championship.

India’s strong finish to their cam-
paign saw thembagthe second spotin
the standings and qualify for the final
against Australia in south London.

But defeat means that India have

Australia on
of the Test world

now lost each of the two WTC Fi-
nals to have been held since the con-
ception of the tournament.

Day five of this 2023 Final had
resumed with all results still possi-
ble, with Australia requiring seven
wickets to win and India needing
280 more runs at the start of play.

With Virat Kohli and Ajinkya
Rahane unbeaten overnight there
was still some hope for India that
they could pull off a record fourth-
innings chase.

But Boland got the ball rolling in
the first hour. A tempter that moved
away from Virat Kohli lured the
Indian talisman into a risky drive,
and Smith held on brilliantly in the
cordon as the ball flew off the edge.

And Boland struck again two balls
later, sending down a peach that
left Ravindra Jadeja just enough to
find the edge, with Alex Carey the
grateful recipient behind the
stumps.

It was a matter of when not if
when Mitchell Starc removed
Ajinkya Rahane, and wickets tum-

bled throughout the remainder of
the morning session, with Australia
wrapping it up before lunch.

Lyon got in on the action, trap-
ping Shardul Thakur in front and
then helping clean up the tail.

A fiery delivery from Starc did for
Umesh Yadav, with Carey taking a
superb catch above his head. And
Lyon bagged the last two wickets
for fall, picking up the scalps of KS
Bharat and Mohammed Siraj to fin-
ishwith4/41.

India will rue the display on day

one, which left them behind the
eight ball for the remainder of the
match. While for Australia this
WTC Final victory adds the one
piece of major ICC silverware that
the nation had been missing from
its trophy cabinet.
Brief scores: Australia 469 and
270/8 decl beat India 296 and
234 (Rohit Sharma 43, Cheteshwar
Pujara 27, Virat Kohli 49, Ajinkya
Rahane 46; Nathan Lyon 4/41,
Scott Boland 3/46, Mitchell Starc
2/ 77) (www.icc-cricket.com)

hybrid model Asia Cup: Report

currently is between Septem-
ber 1-17. For the Pakistan leg, the
games are likely to be played in
Lahore.

The likely approval represents a
significant breakthrough in an im-
passe which has not only dragged
on for some time but has also
threatened fallout for ICC events,
most pressingly the World Cup in
India this year but also the 2025
Champions Trophy in Pakistan.

There is a possibility now that
an agreement here could ease Pa-
kistan’s path to traveling to India
for the World Cup.

The hybrid model was proposed
as a solution due to India and Paki-

stan unwilling to travel to the oth-
er’s country. India’s refusal to tour
Pakistan prompted Pakistan to go
with this model in order to retain
the hosting rights.

The PCB head Najam Sethi had
presented details of the hybrid
model to Pankaj Khimji, head of
Oman Cricket and the ACC’s vice-
president, in a meeting in Dubai
a couple of weeks ago. It was the
solution the PCB had proposed to
account for the fact that India will
not travel to Pakistan for the tour-
nament because of ongoing politi-
cal tensions between the govern-
ments of the two countries.

India and Pakistan have been

grouped together along with Nepal
in the six-nation Asia Cup, sched-
uled to be held in the 50-over for-
mat as preparation for the World
Cup. Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan are in the other group.

A total of 13 matches, including
the final, are expected to be played
across 13 days.

Like the format from 2022, it is
expected that the top two teams
from each group will advance to a
Super 4s round, before the top two
teams from that contest the final.
That leaves open the possibility
of India and Pakistan playing each
other three times, should they
make the final.

History in Paris!
Djokovic seals

record 23rd
Grand Slam title

PARIS: Serbian  Novak
Djokovic displayed his great-
ness once again by overcom-
ing a shaky start to win amen’s
record 23rd Grand Slam title
with victory over Norway’s
Casper Ruud in the French
Open final on Sunday.

Djokovic, 36, was far from
his best in the initial stages
but his quality in a first-set
tie-break laid the platform for
a 7-6 (7-1) 6-3 7-5 victory, his
third French Open title. The
title also meant Djokovic re-
gains world No. 1 ranking.

The Serb moves into the out-
right lead of men’s Grand Slam
ahead of Rafael Nadal. He also
becomes the first man to win
all four majors at least three
times. Victory on the Paris clay
moves him alongside Serena
Williams in terms of major ti-
tles, with only Margaret Court
now standing in front of him on
24 Grand Slams. His 23 Grand
Slams include 10 at the Aus-
tralian Open, seven at Wimble-
don, three at the US Open and
now three at the French Open
after previous victories at Ro-
land Garros in 2016 and 2021.

Speaking after his landmark
victory, Djokovic said: “Thank
you very much one more time
for such a special atmosphere.
I am very happy to share such
a special moment in my ca-
reer with you. Thank you very
much.

“It's no coincidence that
my 23rd Grand Slam title has
come here because it has been
the hardest one for me towinin
my career. I am very emotional
right now and I am very, very
proud to be here. Thank you
for all your support and all the
energy I have gained from you.”

Djokovic’s date with destiny.
Djokovic pulled level with the
Nadal and Federer on 20 tri-
umphs at Wimbledon in 2021,
but fell behind Nadal after

missing the 2022 Austral-
ian Open. Nadal extended the
advantage when he won last
year’s French Open but Djok-
ovic has surged ahead after
winning three of the past four
Grand Slams.

Even before 14-time cham-
pion Nadal pulled out of this
year’s Roland Garros with in-
jury, Djokovic was considered
by many as the favourite.

In the early part of
Sunday’s final against
24-year-old Ruud, who was
aiming for his first major after
twice losing finals last year,
it was Djokovic who looked
more nervous.

Tight and tense, the third
seed made a number of un-
forced errors as Ruud pushed
him deep in the court and
trailed 4-2 in the first set. But
Djokovic grew in stature as the
opener wore on.

Djokovic used all of his vast
experience to dominate the
tie-break as fourth seed Ruud
wilted, and from that point on
there was only ever going to be
one outcome.

Soon after Djokovic’s win,
Nadal, who has 22 Grand Slam
titles, tweeted and said: “Many
congrats on this amazing
achievement  @DjokerNole
23 is a number that just a few
years back was impossible to
think about, and you made it
Enjoy it with your family and
team!

During the post-match com-
ments, Ruud said: “I think
we should start with Novak.
Another day, another record
for you. And another day you
rewrite tennis history once
again.

“It’s tough to explain how in-
credible it is, how good you are
and what an inspiration you
are to so many people around
the world, so congratulations
to you, to your team. I know this
tastes the best of all.” - agencies

Oman announce final 15 for Cricket World Cup Qualifier

MUSCAT: Oman arrived in Zim-
babawe capital Harare on Sunday
high on confidence for the ICC
Cricket World Cup Qualifier af-
ter a successful preparatory tour
in South Africa. The ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup Qualifier will
be held in Zimbabwe (Harare and
Bulawayo) from June 18-July 9.

Following the trip to Durban in
South Africa, where Oman played
five warm-up matches and won
four, the national team head coach
Duleep Mendis picked his final 15
for the Qualifier.

It may be recalled Oman had se-
lected 17-member squad for Dur-
ban warm-up tour.

Oman played all five games
against a competitive South Afri-
can side, Hollywoodbets Dolphins,
that included few South African
international cricketers.

Oman had included three
wicketkeepers in the squad and
as expected, dropped one from
the final 15. Adeel Shafique failed
to make the cut. He was joined
by uncapped young all-rounder
Rafiullah on the side lines as

the pair missed the Qualifier.
During the Durban trip, Oman
had few matches interrupted by
rain but got off to a winning start
to the tour with a 36-run win over
Dolphins. The hosts bounced back
to register a convincing seven-
wicket win in the next match, but
Oman took the third game in their

favour with an easy eight-wicket
win and continued their winning
streak as they posted an 82-run
win in the fourth match and con-
cluded the tour with a five-wicket
win on DLS method.

During the five matches, Oman’s
star batter Jatinder Singh scored
three half-centuries while the

other batters who were among
runs were Kashyap Prajapati,
vice-captain Aqib Ilyas, skipper
Zeeshan Magsood, Sandeep Goud,
and Ayaan Khan. In the bowling
department, pacers Bilal Khan and
Kaleemullah along with Fayyaz
Butt and Ilyas were among wickets.

Magsood’s 81 was the top score

during the five-match series while
Bilal’s 4/23 was the best bowling
figures, achieved in the concluding
game while the main pace spear-
head had also picked four wickets
in the opening game.

Ahead of the Qualifier, skipper
Magsood sounded confident and
said: “We are ready for the chal-
lenge and it’s a big opportunity for
all of us to showcase our potential.
We will give our best.”

The ten-nation Qualifier will
decide the remaining two spots for
the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
in India 2023.

Oman grouped with
Sri Lanka, Ireland
Oman have been clubbed with for-
mer World Cup winners Sri Lanka,
Ireland, Scotland and neighbours
UAE in Group B. Hosts Zimbabwe,
West Indies, Netherlands, Nepal
and United States make up Group A.
Oman will begin their campaign
on June 19 in Bulawayo against
Ireland followed by a game against
UAE on June 21. On June 23,
Oman will take on 1996 World Cup

winners Sri Lanka before conclud-
ing the league stage with a match
against Scotland on June 25.

Each side will play the other
teams in their group once with
the top three from the groups pro-
gressing to the Super Six stage.

The teams each play three Super

Six matches against the sides they
did not meet in the group stage. All
points won in the groups will be
carried over to the Super Six stage
apart from those gained against
the bottom two from each group.
The finalists will both progress to
the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
2023. The Super Six stage will
commence on June 29, while the
bottom two teams from each group
will compete in the playoff.
Oman squad: 1. Zeeshan
Magsood (captain), 2. Aqib Ilyas
(vice-captain), 3. Jatinder Singh,
4. Kashyap Prajapati, 5. Shoaib
Khan, 6. Mohammed Nadeem,
7. Sandeep Goud, 8. Ayaan Khan,
9. Suraj Kumar, 10. Naseem
Khushi, 11. Bilal Khan, 12. Kalee-
mullah, 13. Fayyaz Butt, 14. Jay
Odedra, 15. Samay Shrivastav.



B SECTION

0BA AND IMF MEETING

The Oman Banks Association (OBA)
in cooperation with the Central Bank
of Oman (CBO) organised a meeting

between the International Monetary

Fund (IMF) team visiting the Sultanate
of Oman and some of the Chief Executive

Officers (CEOs) of banks operating in
Oman.
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,669.37 points,
up by 0.23 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by
0.17 per cent at 468.43 points. DIDIC, up
9.68 per cent, was the top gainer while Al
Madina Investments, down 6.25 per cent,
was the top loser.

Total net profits of MSX-listed
firmsrise 17.4% to over $466mn

This was on the back
of higher profits of the
banking, telecom, and
diversified financial
sectors during the

first quarter of 2023

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Total net profits of
MSX-listed companies in Oman
increased by 174 percent in the
first quarter of 2023 to reach
$466.4 million compared to $397.2
million in the first quarter of 2022,
according to a new report.

This was on the back of higher
profits of the banking, telecom, and
diversified financial sectors during
the first quarter, the Kuwait-based
investment, strategy and research
firm Kamco Invest said in its GCC
Corporate Earnings Report: Q1-
2023 report.

The banking sector witnessed
net profits growth of 194 per-
cent to reach $290.9 million in
the first quarter of 2023, up from

CATSTOCK

$243.6 million in the first quarter
of 20211. In the banking sector,
seven out of the eight constitu-
ents reported growth in their net
earnings while Ahli Bank reported
a 26.2 percent decline in profits
that reached $14.4 million during
the first quarter (Q1) 2023. HSBC
Oman led the banks in terms of
absolute growth in year-on-year
(y-o0-y) profits that reached $31.7
million against $14.0 million.

Exchange rate index of
Omani Rial rises by 5%

MUSCAT: The effective ex-
change rate index of the Omani
Rial rose by 5 per cent to 113.7
points by the end of March 2023,
compared to 108.3 points at the
end of the same period in 2022,
according to the data issued by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSTI).

The statistics showed that lo-
cal liquidity grew by OMR503
million (24 per cent) to reach
OMR21,052.6 million.

Thetotal currency issued by the
end of March 2023 declined by
5.2 per cent to reach OMR1,632.4
million compared to OMR1,722.1
million by the end of the corre-
sponding period in 2022.

Narrow Money Supply (M1)
went up by 0.3 per cent to reach
OMR6,027.1 million compared to
OMRS6,007.2 million during the
same period in 2022.

Meanwhile, the total foreign as-

sets at the Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) decreased by 10.7 per cent
by the end of March 2023 to stand
at OMRG6,476.5 million compared
to OMR7,251.7 million during the
same period in 2022.

The private sector’s deposits
in commercial banks and Is-
lamic windows in the Sultanate
of Oman rose by 1.4 per cent to
reach OMR17,731.8 million at the
end of March 2023 compared to
OMR17,491.8 million during the
same period in 2022.

The total loans and financing
in commercial banks and Islam-
ic windows in the Sultanate of
Oman increased by 6.9 per cent
to reach OMR29,899.1 million by
the end of March 2023 compared
to OMR27,956.5 million during
the corresponding period in 2022.
The average interest rate on total
credit declined by 1.9 per cent at
the end of March 2023. -ona
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Ministry of Transport
receives Saudi delegation

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Transport, Communications
and Information Technology
received yesterday a delegation
from the Transport General Au-
thority (TGA) in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA).

The visit aimed to enhance co-
operation in the field of exchanging
educational and training expertise
and maritime employment.

The visit comes within the
context of activating the memo-
randum of understanding signed
between Oman and the KSA last
September with respect to the
mutual recognition of certificates
of competency and eligibility for
seafarers. During the visit, the
two sides discussed the restric-
tions imposed on competency
certificates and the requirements
for holding mandatory and quali-
fying courses.

The meeting also reviewed the
Sultanate of Oman’s experience
in building an administrative
system for seafarers’ certificates,
quality standards for training and
qualifying seafarers, a mecha-
nism for issuing certificates and
requirements for maritime ser-
vice, in addition to the mecha-
nism for conducting a medical
examination for seafarers and a
system for holding exams.

The Saudi delegation also
visited the Oman Maritime Col-
lege to view the registration and
admission system, accredited
educational programmes and
mechanisms for creating, accred-
iting and updating educational
curricula. They also viewed the
training facilities and the exami-
nation systems, as well as assess-
ment mechanisms and maritime
training. -ona

EXCHANGE

Comparatively, NBO reported the
largest absolute profits among the
banks in the sector at $37.3 million
up from $26.6 million in Q1-2022.
HSBC Oman’s quarterly profit
growth was primarily driven by a
42.8 percent growth in net oper-
ating income and lower operating
expenses. NBO’s strong perfor-
mance was induced by increasing
net interest income and decreas-
ing net impairment.

Total Q1-2023 net profits of the
telecoms sector increased by 4.4
percent year-on-year (y-o-y) to
reach $62.3 million in Q1-2023
as compared to $59.6 million in
Q1-2022. OmanTel posted a net
profit of $55.1 million in Q1-2023
recording a 14.6 percent y-o-y
growth from $48.0 million in Q1-
2022. OmanTel’s improved quar-
terly net profit was attributed to
an increase in gross margins in
the retail and wholesale segment,
a decrease in finance costs and an
increase in dividend income from
the Zain group. On the other hand,
Q1-2023 net earnings for Ooredoo
Oman fell 38 percent y-o-y to $7.2
million.

In the food, beverage and to-
bacco sector, aggregate Q1-2023
reached $6.8 million in Q1-2023
as compared to $0.2 million in Q1-
2022. The profits jump was mainly
due to the return to profitability
of Salalah Mills and A’Saffa Food
Company. Q1-2023 net profits of
Salalah Mills reached $1.1 mil-
lion bouncing back from a loss of
$0.3 million whereas A’Saffa Food
Company bounced back from a
loss of $1.2 million in Q1-2022 to a
net profit of $2 million in Q1-2023.

Oman’s utilities sector was the
only sector with total net losses
during Q1-2023 after four out of
the eight companies in the sector
reported net losses during the pe-

riod. Phoenix Power recorded the
biggest net loss during the quar-
ter at $11.5 million in Q1-2023 as
compared to a $11.1 million loss in
the corresponding quarter of the
previous year. ACWA Power Barka
was the only one of the four power
companies in the sector which
recorded a profit during Q1-2023
with $0.61 million in net profits up
from $0.4 million in Q1-2022.

GCC-listed companies

The Kamco Invest report further
said that quarterly profits reported
by GCC-listed companies declined
y-0-y during Q1-2023 mainly led
by a fall in energy and commod-
ity prices. Most commodity prices
witnessed a demand-led decline
during the quarter that was re-
flected in the biggest q-o-q drop in
the Bloomberg Commodity index
since the pandemic during Qi-
2023 (-6.5 percent).

A fall in profits for the Diversi-
fied Financials sector was also re-
flected in lower profits during the
quarter after the MSCI GCC index
declined for four quarters in a row.
That said, aggregate GCC profits
showed the first g-o-q growth in
Q1-2023 after two consecutive
quarters of declines during the
previous two quarters.

Aggregate net profit for GCC-
listed companies reached $61.5
billion during Q1-2023 as com-

pared to $57.0 billion during Q4-
2022 resulting in a g-o-q growth
of 7.9 percent. The y-o-y perfor-
mance showed a decline of 9.1 per-
cent when compared to Q1-2022
profits of $67.9 billion, which was
the second-biggest profit on record
for the GCC markets.

Energy, materials and diversi-
fied financials were the top three
sectors by absolute y-o-y profit
decline against Q1-2022 as these
sectors accounted for 56 percent
of total profits during Q1-2023 as
compared to 70 percent of profits
during Q1-2022. In terms of g-o-
q performance, the profit growth
was led by higher profits for the
Banks and Utilities sectors that
were partially offset by a drop in
profits mainly for the Energy, Cap-
ital Goods and Materials sectors.

In terms of regional trends,
the g-o-q profit growth was seen
across the GCC exchanges during
the quarter, barring Saudi Arabia.
Aggregated profits for the King-
dom reached $38.9 billion during
Q1-2023 as compared to $40.6
billion during Q4-2022, a decline
of 4.2 percent mainly led by a fall
in profits for energy, materials
and utility sectors. On the other
hand, Qatari companies reported
the biggest profit growth of 65.9
percent followed by Dubai-list-
ed companies with g-o-q profit
growth of 43.7 percent.

Bank Dhofar’s announcement for shareholders

MUSCAT: This is an announce-
ment of an offer (the offer) to all
of the shareholders (together the
ABO shareholders and each an
ABO shareholder) of Ahli Bank
SAOG (ABO) by Bank Dhofar
SAOG (the offeror) to acquire the
entire issued share capital of ABO
(the issued capital) pursuant to
the takeover and acquisition regu-
lation (e/2/2019) (the takeover
regulation) this announcement is
dated June 11, 2023.

Offer details

The Offeror: Bank Dhofar SAOG, a
public joint stock company incor-
porated under the laws of Oman
with commercial registration
number 1291106 and its registered
office at P.O. Box, 1507, Postal Code
112, Ruwi, Muttrah, Oman.

The Trust: A joint account reg-
istered with Muscat Clearing and
Depository SAOC (MCD) estab-
lished by shareholders of the Of-
feror to act in concert with the
Offeror with respect to the Offer in
order to pay part of the Cash Con-
sideration in return for the regis-
tration of the relevant ABO shares
under the Trust

The Target: ABO, a public joint
stock company registered in Oman
with commercial registration
number 1558560 and its registered
office at Muscat Governorate /
Muttrah / Alwattayah, Postal Code
116, PO Box 545, Oman.

The Offer Opening Date: A date
to be agreed with the Capital Mar-
ket Authority (CMA) pursuant to
the Takeover Regulation.

The Offer Closing Date: A date to
be agreed with the CMA pursuant
to the Takeover Regulation.

Record Date (for purpose of the
Offer): The day prior to the Offer
Opening Date.

Offer: The offer by the Offeror to
all of the ABO Shareholders to ac-
quire the Issued Capital.

Consideration Shares: 1.2910
newly issued ordinary shares in
the Offeror per ABO share, valu-
ing each ABO share at OMR0.223
based on the Offerors share price
as at 8 June, 2023 (i.e. the closing
share price as at last trading day
immediately before the date of this
Offer announcement).

Cash Consideration: OMRO0.215
per ABO share.

Choice of Consideration: Any
ABO Shareholder who as at the
date of this Offer announcement:

* (i) is a Sharia-compliant juris-
tic shareholder or is a subsidiary of
a Sharia-compliant juristic share-
holder; and (ii) holds a valid Sharia
investment licence (the All Cash
Acceptance Qualification), has
the option to elect to receive up to
100% of its consideration as Cash

Consideration to reflect its (or its
parent shareholder’s, as the case
may be) de jure inability to receive
shares in a conventional bank (as
at the Record Date, it is under-
stood that only Ahli United Bank
meets the All Cash Acceptance

Qualification); or does not meet
the All Cash Acceptance Qualifi-
cation, has the option to elect to
receive consideration for up to
25% of their shares in ABO as Cash
Consideration and the rest of the
consideration for their shares in
ABO will be paid in the form of
Consideration Shares.

Mechanism to Fund the Cash
Consideration: Any Cash Consid-
eration due to any ABO Sharehold-
er who:

* meets the All Cash Acceptance
Qualification and elects to receive
consideration for up to 100% of its
shares in ABO as Cash Considera-
tion, shall be funded by the Offeror
from internal liquidity and capital
sources; or

* does not meet the All Cash Ac-
ceptance Qualification and elects to
receive consideration for up to 25%
of their shares in ABO as Cash Con-
sideration, shall be funded by the Of-
feror and/or the Trust from internal
liquidity and capital sources.

Offer Rationale: With total as-
sets of over OMR4.6 billion as at
31 March, 2023, the Offeror has
a strong presence in corporate
banking, consumer banking, treas-
ury and project finance in Oman.
The Offeror continuously evalu-
ates avenues for accelerating its
growth, advancing its customer
service, attracting and developing
talent, and ultimately creating bet-
ter shareholder returns.

The Offeror has determined that
attaining a larger scale through a
combination with another bank
would facilitate achieving all of
these objectives. More specifically,

a combination of the Offeror and
ABO is acompelling opportunity to:
* create a leading domestically-
focused Omani bank with a robust
competitive position, well placed to
serve the entirety of the market with
leading market positions across a
number of customer segments;

* combine the banks’ highly com-
plementary activities and expertise
across retail, corporate and Islamic
banking for the benefit of the com-
bined group and its customers;

* provide career development
opportunities for both banks’ em-
ployees;

* provide opportunities to create
value for both sets of shareholders,
notably through an improvement
in the combined group’s cost of
funds; and

* provide enhanced liquidity for
both sets of shareholders.

All in all, the proposed transac-
tion offers an immensely attractive
opportunity for shareholders of
both entities to benefit from value
creation with significant synergy
possibilities and to participate in
the long-term growth story, whilst
ensuring a strong and well capital-
ised bank on day one.

Other details

Voting shares in ABO already
held by the Offeror and the Trust:
The Offeror and the Trust, respec-
tively, hold no voting shares in
ABO as of date of this of this Offer.

Existing or proposed arrange-
ments between the Offeror and
the ABO Shareholders: An ABO
Shareholder, who meets the All
Cash Acceptance Qualification
and holds 35 per cent of the Is-
sued Capital, has agreed to sell its
shares to the Offeror in return for
all Cash Consideration in accord-
ance with the terms of a share
purchase agreement entered into
between the Offeror and such ABO
Shareholder dated on or around
the date of this Offer.

Acceptance of offer - terms,
conditions, & procedure

Notice Procedure: Only an
electronic copy of this announce-
ment and the Offer document will
be emailed to ABO Shareholders
based on MCD data and will be
available on the Offeror’s and the
CMAs websites.

Acceptance Form: The accept-
ance form to be used by ABO Share-
holders to submit their acceptance
of the Offer pursuant to the terms
of the Offer document will be sent
to each ABO Shareholder through
email. The acceptance form will
also be available on the Offeror’s
and the CMA’s websites.

Procedure for acceptance of
offer by ABO Shareholders: 1. In
order to accept the Offer, the ABO
Shareholders are required to:

i. send the Acceptance Form
duly completed and signed, deliv-
ered to the Offer Manager at the
address below, or alternatively,

ii. send an email to the Offer
Manager at p.mathur@bankdho-
far.com clearly providing their se-
lected option, on or before 2 pm on
the Offer Closing Date. Please en-
sure that the Acceptance Form (or
email) clearly specifies the ABO
Shareholder’s choice of one of the
following consideration options:
(i) all Consideration Shares, (ii) all
Cash Consideration or (iii) a com-
bination of Consideration Shares
and Cash Consideration and at-
tach the requisite documents (as
set out below).

2. Completed Acceptance Form
/ Email once submitted cannot be
revoked by ABO Shareholders.

3. The Offer will remain open
for acceptance for a period to be
agreed with the CMA pursuant to
the Takeover Regulation, during
business hours i.e. 8 am - 2 pm.
Acceptances received after work-
ing hours on the Offer Closing Date
shall not be entertained.

Required Documents: 1. Accept-
ance Form or email furnished by
the ABO Shareholder(s) without
the requisite documents may be
rejected by the Offer Manager as
being incomplete and invalid.

2. Acceptance Form or email
must be accompanied by the fol-
lowing documents:

For individual applicants:

* A copy of Omani ID for Omani
national ABO Shareholders and
passport copy for non-Omani na-
tional ABO Shareholders.

* Birth Certificate of the minor
ABO Shareholder, if father is ac-
cepting on behalf of his minor chil-
dren.

* A copy of valid power of at-
torney duly endorsed by the com-
petent legal authorities must be
included in the event the accept-
ance is on behalf of another person
(with the exception of an accept-
ance made by a father on behalf of
his minor children).

For corporate applicants:

* a certified copy of a board or
shareholder resolution authoris-
ing persons to accept the Offer
with specimen signatures of such
authorised persons; and

* if electing to receive all Cash
Consideration, a certified copy
of the valid Sharia investment li-
cence of the ABO Shareholder or
its parent company (as the case
may be).

Acceptance by the Offeror: The
acceptance by the Offeror and the
Trust of the ABO shares tendered
by the ABO Shareholders.
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MSX index MUSCAT
ends higher

DIDIC, up 9.68 per cent, was the top gainer

while Al Madina Investments, down 6.25 per

cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,669.37 points, up by
0.23 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.17 per cent at 468.43
points. DIDIC, up 9.68 per cent,
was the top gainer while Al Ma-
dina Investments, down 6.25 per
cent, was the top loser. Shares of
Oman REIT Fund were the most
active in terms of the number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 466 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMR1.65 million,
with more than 11.84 million
shares changing hands. Out of
43 traded securities, 9 advanced,
12 declined, and 22 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
sellers for OMR391,000 while
domestic investors were net
buyers for OMR265,000, fol-
lowed by foreign investors for

OMR125,000 worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,567.64 points, up 0.25 per cent.
Prices of DIDIC, United Finance,
Bank Dhofar, National Bank
Oman and HSBC Bank Oman
were up by 9.68 per cent, 1.75 per
cent, 1.16 per cent, 0.73 per cent
and 0.65 per cent respectively.
Prices of Al Madina Investments,
Taageer Finance, Global Finan-
cial Investments, Al Madina
Takaful and Al Anwar Investment
were up by 6.25 per cent, 3.23 per
cent, 1.67 per cent, 1.18 per cent,
1.11 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,088.00 points, down 0.13 per
cent. Prices of Voltamp Energy
was up by 1.03 per cent. Prices
of Gulf Mushroom Products and
Galfar Engineering were up by
1.79 per cent and 1.57 per cent re-
spectively.

Services Index was down by
0.16 per cent before closing at
1,67919 points. — United Securities

India targets $100bn of
textiles exports by 2025

NEW DELHI: India’s journey
towards becoming a self-reliant
superpower is majorly contin-
gent on its ability to turn itself
into a manufacturing giant.
Becoming self-sufficient and
moving towards becoming a de-
veloped economy, India is set
to emerge as a global hub of the
textile industry with a stagger-
ing workforce of over 45 million
individuals and an additional 100
million involved in related activi-
ties, the textiles sector emerges as
a crucial contributor to the coun-
try’s foreign exchange revenues.
Garnering a notable 5% share
in global trade and accounting
for 13% of the country’s overall
export earnings, this sector sets
its sights on achieving a targeted
export value of $100 billion by
the year 2025. Projected to reach
an estimated value of nearly $250
billion , equivalent to 4% of the
nation’s GDP, the textiles sector
foresees an unprecedented surge

in production and consumption,
surpassing all previous records.

With a rich heritage of textile
traditions and a skilled workforce,
India is leveraging its strengths to
positionitselfasaprominent play-
er sooner than later. Several fac-
tors fuel the growth of this sector
in India, including the presence
of a complete textiles value chain,
self-reliance in raw materials
bolstered by robust spinning and
weaving capacities, competitive
manufacturing costs in compari-
son to neighbouring countries,
favourable government policies,
a vast and expanding domestic
market, extensive digital penetra-
tion facilitated by ecommerce, the
availability of a substantial pool of
skilled and semi-skilled workers
at affordable wages, and a sup-
portive infrastructure that ena-
bles seamless operations.

India has a long-standing leg-
acy in the textile industry, dating
back centuries. -ant

INDICES
Index Value Prev.Value «... Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,651.96 4,669.37 4,658.73 0.23
FINANCIAL INDEX. .7,542.09 7,567.64 7,548.75 0.25
Industry Inde: 6,083.72 6,088.00 6,095.86 -0.13
8 T D C K Services Index 1,687.11 1,675.18 1,679.19 1,681.86 -0.16
MSX Shariah Index 468.68 468.12 468.43 469.24 -0.17
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FINANCIAL TRIDX. 8,246.82 8,215.89 8,243.72 8,223.14 0.25
SERVICES TR IDX 1,854.68 1,841.56 1,845.98 1,848.91 -0.16
INDUSTRIAL TRIDX.....cccoeoovevurerunee 6,508.66.............. 6,498.93 6,503.50 6,511.90 -0.13
Trading Summary
Volume.........cce.u. Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
11,841,958 1,645,722 466 23,720,449,353 9 12 22 43
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ISIN. SECURITY NAME.

REGULAR MARKET

VOLUME.......... 1111 —— TRADES......... OPEN PRICE .......... __ I— LOW e CLOSEPR.......... PREV. CLOSE......... DIFF (RO) .. {113 PR— e LASTPR e L | —— LAST OFFER..ce PAR VALE........ MARKET CAP

OMO0000002374.. UNITED FINANCE 0.05¢

20,655

0OMO0000002549

0.275.

0.175..

...524,361,501
..447135,248

0.156.

..312,048795

0.36!

0OMO0000001533

OMINVEST.

0.100...245,958,477

OMO0000001749.. OMAN CEMENT 0.360.

0.100.....119,114,176

OMO0000002168. AL ANWAR CERAMIC 0.272

.100..... 59,840,000

OMO0000002176.. JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS.......ccoocouemmiceriires 85,738 0.282

100 5,221,225

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT 298,863 0.267.

.1002,004,208,016

0OMO0000003026 OMAN TELECOM 311,440 0.97:

0.100...729,000,000

OMO0000003398 SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK 38,745 0.101

0.100...463,596,291

OMO0000003968 0.362

80,723

.100.... 235,641,811

OMO0000001525.. 0.089.

OMAN INVESTEMENT & FINANCE.

76,919

.100......22,147,650

0OMO0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL 0.084.

.100.....14,700,000

0OMO0000004248 SMN POWER HOLDING 72,790 0.08!

0.100.......16,370,119

0.059.

0.060 .....occcnee 0.100......11,800,000

OMO0000003125.. GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. .......55,200........c... X
Total 16 -
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OM0000001509. DHOFAR INTERNATIONAL DEV. 36,240

OM0000008868 THE PEARL REIF 250

,945,817

OM0000008710.
OM0000003661.

IBARKAND E S AR TN AT S ——— 1,340
VOLTAMP ENERGY. 4741

. ,346,514
OO 7,977470

OM0000001160 NATIONAL GAS 57,000

8,330,000

OM0000001418
OM0000001590.

RAYSUT CEMENT 6,000
MUSCAT FINANCE 5,000

..... 34,400,000

OM0000002077 AL OMANIYA FINANCIAL SERVICE; 182,000

OM0000002200
OM0000002275

AHLI BANK 10,000
SHELL OMAN MARKETING 1432

OM0000002366 AL BATINAH DEVELOPMENT & INV........cccooecee 3,100

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA 112,128

OMO0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH. 165,111

OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

OM0000005963 PHOENIX POWER.

OM0000007910. AMAN REAL ESTAT.

.19,200,000

OM0000008447 OMAN REIT FUND...

0.100.......37,694,911

OM0000008934 ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES

0.100...226,438,800

OM0000001772 ALANWAR INVESTMENT........ooocmrrimrrinserinens

...... 17,800,000

OM0000003521. GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING...

OM0000002267 GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

OM0000003281.
OM0000004933

TAAGEER FINANCE.
AL SUWADIPOWER

,288,971

OM0000003141 BARKA WATER AND POWER..

,240,000

OM0000001962 AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING.

825,000

Total 25

IMEF, OBA discuss economic growth
and macro-economic indicators

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Banks As-
sociation (OBA) in cooperation
with the Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) organised a meeting be-
tween the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) team visiting the Sul-
tanate of Oman and some of the
Chief Executive Officers (CEOs)
of banks operating in Oman. The
meeting was held yesterday in
Muscat. This is the third meeting
between IMF and OBA organised
by the CBO since last year.

A number of important top-
ics were discussed at the meet-
ing, such as economic growth and
macro-economic indicators, bank-
ing sector performance, Environ-
ment Social Governance (ESG),

climate change risk, Fintech and
many other topics including poli-
cies, regulations and recent devel-
opments in the financial and bank-
ing sector.

Oman Banks Association con-
tinues to engage stakeholders to
encourage constructive dialogue
among financial institutions, regu-
lators and local and international
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financial agencies to promote the
Omani banking sector.

Oman Banks Association is a
non-profit professional associa-
tion created to represent the bank-

Conference highlights trade ties
between Arab world and China

RIYADH: On behalf of HRH
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, Minister of
Foreign Affairs Prince Faisal bin
Farhan bin Abdullah inaugurated
yesterday the 10th Arab-China
Business Conference, held in Ri-
yadh under the theme “Collabo-
rating for Prosperity”.

The Foreign Minister under-
scored HRH the Crown Prince’s
keenness to raise the level of work
to produce results worthy of the
long-standing, advanced partner-
ship between the Arab countries
and the People’s Republic of Chi-
nain all vital investment fields.

“The conference is an oppor-
tunity to strengthen and consoli-
date the historical Arab-Chinese
friendship, build a common fu-
ture that takes us on a new era

that will benefit peoples and
maintain peace and development
in the world,” said the Foreign
Minister at the conference.

He added that the theme of the
conference highlights the great
importance, potential, compati-
bility and common vision that un-
derlies the investment and trade
relations between the Arab world
and China, as well as contributes
to the exchange of experience and
the opening up of new opportuni-
ties for growth and investment to
achieve prosperity and progress
for the peoples of the region and
the world.

The minister said Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s success-
ful visit to Riyadh, in December
2022, further strengthened po-
litical, economic, investment
and trade ties between the two

friendly countries. The visit coin-
cided with the launch of the first
China-Arab States Summit and
China-GCC Summit, both of
which resulted in the signing of
several agreements and memo-
randums of understanding worth
more than $50 billion.

According to the Foreign Min-
ister, China is the largest trading
partner of Arab countries; the vol-
ume of trade exchange between
the two sides reached $430 billion
in 2022, a 31 per cent increase
over 2021.

The minister further stated
that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
makes up 25 per cent of the total
volume of trade exchange be-
tween China and Arab countries,
which reached $106.1 billion in
2022, a 30 per cent increase over
2021. -spa

{

ing sector, promote Omani bank-
ing activities, coordinate with
regulators on matters of policy and
strategy, and support banking ex-
cellence in Oman.

China’s green
loans, bonds
among top
globally

BEIJING: China has put in
place a multi-tiered green fi-
nance market system, with out-
standing green loans and bonds
both ranking among the top
globally, according to the coun-
try’s central bank.

As of the end of the first quar-
ter, the country’s outstanding
green loans in yuan and foreign
currencies exceeded 25 tril-
lion yuan (about $3.52 trillion),
while its outstanding green
bonds surpassed 1.5 trillion
yuan, data from the People’s
Bank of China (PBOC) showed.

YiGang, governor of the bank,
stressed the important role of
green finance, saying that the
country’s carbon peaking and
neutrality goals will bring about
changes in every aspect, includ-
ing energy structure and peo-
ple’s way of living.

Inrecent years, the PBOC has
doubled down efforts to develop
green finance, and those meas-
ures have produced positive re-
sults, Yiadded.

The central bank has speci-
fied environment information
disclosure requirements for fi-
nancial institutions, rolled out
tools for credit-reduction and
the clean and efficient use of
coal, and built up the climate
risk management capacities
of financial institutions, said
Yl -Xinhua
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STUDY REVEALS ™™
HOW IMMUNE SYSTEM'S
TRIPWIRE DETECTS COVID-19

nflammasomes are part ofa

complex network of molec-

ular sensors that our bodies

utilise to detect infection.
However, immunologists have
been intrigued by the processes
behind these sensors, which acti-
vate responses to dangers such as
invading infections.

University of California San
Diego researchers disclose a
previously undiscovered man-
ner that the immune system
recognises some viruses in a
new study. CARDS, an inflam-
masome immune protein, they
discovered, may act as a tripwire
to identify a variety of viruses,
including SARS-Cov-2, which
causes COVID-19. Research-
ers led by Matt Daugherty of the
School of Biological Sciences and
colleagues from the University
of Washington and UC Berkeley
discovered that CARDS acts dif-
ferently between animals and
even amongst people in the hu-
man population. The findings,
which came from a series of tests
involving human cell lines and an
examination of CARDS8 genetic
diversity in mammalian species,
were published in the journal
PLOS Biology.

“In a version of CARDS, we

In a version of GARDS, we
found that some humans
have lost the ability to
Sense coronavirus infec-
tions based on a single
I EHEEE
have gained the ability to
sense viruses in a different
family, the enteroviruses-
-which includes rhinovirus
(common cold) and polio-
virus,” said Daugherty, an
associate professor in the
Department of Molecular
Biology

found that some humans have
lost the ability to sense corona-
virus infections based on a sin-
gle genetic difference but have
gained the ability to sense vi-
ruses in a different family, the
enteroviruses--which includes
rhinovirus (common cold) and
poliovirus,” said Daugherty, an
associate professor in the: De-
partment of Molecular Biology.
“So that means it’s an evolution-
ary tradeoff and CARDS diversity
in humans impacts which virus-
es can be sensed and which ones
cannot.”

The research team found that
the bat version of CARDS is not
able to sense coronaviruses. This
could explain how coronaviruses
are able to infect bats so easily
and become a virus “reservoir.”

The findings provide evidence
that CARD8 has evolved sub-
stantially across different
species of mammals and
individual humans.
According to the au-
thors, “Our findings
establish CARDS
as a rapidly evolv-
ing, polymorphic,
innate immune
sensor of positive-

sense RNA viruses.”

Daugherty said researchers
have only found the tip of the ice-
berg in terms of the way immune
sensors sound the alarm about
pathogens and infection.

“It’s amazing to see this evo-
lutionary balance of one virus
to another going from sensing to
not sensing--it’s mind-blowing,”
said Daugherty. *

More studies are needed to
thoroughly determine CARDS8’s
role in the severity of COVID-19
infections and long COVID
symptoms.

“It is tempting to speculate
that diminished CARDS8 inflam-
masome activation may be a
contributing factor to variation
in COVID-19 disease outcomes,
and more generally for other hu-
man pathogenic coronavirus and
picornavirus infections,” the au-
thors note. -ant
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City are European champs

i

Pep Guardiola’s side claim first Champions

League title to secure a historic treble

ISTANBUL: English Premier
League champions Manchester
City finally did it. Pep Guardiola’s
team secured their first Cham-
pions League title and a historic
treble with a hard fought 1-0 win
over Inter Milan in Istanbul on
Saturday night in a thrilling final.
Rodri’s  second-half  strike
meant Manchester City became

just the second English side to win
the Premier League, FA Cup and
Europe’s top competition in the
same season following arch-rivals
Manchester United in 1999.

City are the eighth team to win
the treble of league, domestic cup
and European Cup.

The others are Celtic (1967),
Ajax (1972), PSV (1988), Man-

chester United (1999), Barcelona
(2009, 2015), Inter (2010), Bayern
(2013,2020).

City entered the final in Istanbul
as hot favourites but were frus-
trated for long spells against their
dogged Italian opponents and had
to rely on some late heroics from
goalkeeper Ederson at the death.

They started the night brightly
enough and went close twice early
on, with Erling Haaland firing over
from close range and Bernardo Sil-
va hitting the upright with a curled
shot from a tight angle.

But after that their usually silky
football was stifled by a well-or-
ganised Inter side who pressed
high and energetically.

With humidity and the Ataturk
Stadium’s wide pitch sapping the
pace out of the game, City grew
frustrated, and their night took a
turn for the worse when Kevin De
Bruyne was forced off with a ham-
string strain.

It was the second time a Cham-
pions League final had ended pre-
maturely for De Bruyne after he
suffered nose and facial injuries in
a collision with Chelsea’s Antonio
Rudiger in 2021. Chelsea went on
to win the title.

With Rodri and captain Ilkay
Gundogan struggling to dictate
in midfield, Guardiola had some
thinking to do as the first half fiz-
zled out at 0-0.

“This final was written in the stars’

ISTANBUL: Manchester City’s
manager Pep Guardiola said that
“this final was written in the stars.”

City clinched their first-ever
UEFA Champions League title and
a historic treble, only the second
English club to complete the feat
of winning the Premier League, FA
Cup, and Champions League in a
single footballing season.

Earlier, in the 1998/99 season,
Manchester United became the
first English Club to win a treble
under Sir Alex Ferguson.

“I'm tired, calm and satis-
fied. It’s so difficult to win,” said
Guardiola, who also won the tre-
ble with Barcelona. Guardiola said,
“Sometimes it looks like this com-
petition this year, this final was
written in the stars. Itbelongs tous.”

He further complimented his
goalkeeper Ederson, “The goal, the
chances they had. Ederson’s save
where in extra-time you could lose
the game.”

Guardiola became the first man-
ager to win two trebles with two
different teams. First with Bar-
celona in 2008/09 and then with
Manchester City in 2022/23.

The 52-year-old said, “I will be
the same person and we will be the

same team and we will be the same
club. Today was our year, but in the
past we are incredibly satisfied to
achieve something unique, the tre-
ble for this club.”

Guardiola joins United legend
Sir Alex Ferguson as the only man-
agers to win the Treble with an
English side.

“It is an honour for me to be
alongside Sir Alex Ferguson.
I got a message from him this
morning and it is an honour,”
added Guardiola.

“People say I have to win trebles
every season. I am a good manager,
but no. I like this competition be-
cause we won it, it is part of history

and players will be remembered
for the rest of their lives.

“But now give credit for the
five Premier Leagues won in six
years. It is important now that
people don’t forget what we have
done. Maybe they can create a
museum so the fans can look at
the trophies.”

City are still waiting for the re-
sult of the 115 Premier League fi-
nancial charges against the club.
They have denied financial wrong-
doing and Guardiola said last
month he wants the charges dealt
with “as soon as possible”.

After their Champions League
triumph the manager praised the
influence of owner Sheikh Man-
sour, who was watching on in the
stands in Istanbul.

“One of the main reasons why
this club became where we are is
people from Abu Dhabi - Sheikh
Mansour taking over the club.
Without that we wouldn’t be here.
They are the most important peo-
ple,” he said.

“They support me unconditional-
ly in the defeats in this competition.
In many clubs you are sacked so I
give incredible credit to my hierar-
chy andto my CEQ.” - agencies

But the first change after the
break came from opposite num-
ber Simone Inzaghi, who brought
Romelu Lukaku on to replace for-
mer City striker Edin Dzeko.

City then almost gifted Inter
the lead and had Ederson to thank
after he saved from Lautaro Mar-
tinez who had pounced on a back-
wards pass that Manuel Akanji
sloppily let slide.

Guardiola’s patience in his team
was eventually rewarded as Silva
was put through by Akanji and
cut back for Rodri via a deflection.
The midfielder powered a precise
side-footed shot into the corner
from 15 yards out to send City’s
fans delirious.

‘Guardiola

Their work did not stop there
however, with Martinez hitting
the cross-bar moments later and
Lukaku stinging Ederson’s palms.

With Inter chasing, the game
became more open and De
Bruyne’s replacement Phil Foden
had a glorious chance to double
City’s lead but shot straight at
Andre Onana.

City would have regretted that
miss were it not for the razor-
sharp reactions of Ederson, who
somehow managed to keep out a
Lukaku header from point-blank
range in the dying minutes before
tipping over a header from Robin
Gosens with the last touch of the
game. - Agencies

1S the best

coach in the world’

ISTANBUL: Manchester City
striker Erling Haaland was de-
lighted after the title and said:
“In my wildest dreams I would
never think of this.”

Speaking to BT Sport, he
said: “It shows it’s possible for
a guy from a small hometown
in Norway. It gives hope to
younger people in my home-
town. It’s unbelievable.

“After a couple of days when
this settles a bit and this feel-
ing of winning this trophy,
I will want to do it again for
sure. I know myselfand I know
this is how I will think.”

Haaland said it was “really
special” to work with Guardi-
ola, who won two Champions
League trophies with Barce-
lona before guiding City to
their first. “We have a good re-
lationship and I look forward
to next eason to develop even
more,” he added. “To be get-
ting trained by him every sin-
gle day, the best coach in the
world, is a good place to be.”

England international
Jack Grealish, was in tears at
full-time. “This is what you
work your whole life for. I'm
so happy. I was awful [in the fi-
nal] butIdon’t care. Towin the
treble with this group of play-
ersis so special,” Grealish said.

“I just said to the manager ‘I
want to thank you’. He has put
so much faith in me. He is a ge-
nius.” - Agencies

We played well, but lacked final touch: Inter's manager

ISTANBUL: Inter Milan’s heart
was shattered as they were de-
feated 1-0 by Manchester City in
the UEFA Champions League final
on Sunday at the Ataturk Olympic
Stadium in Istanbul.

“On a night like this, I can’t single
players out who played below par. I
said yesterday I would not change
my players for anyone else, and to-
night the world saw why,” Inter Mi-
lan’s manager, Simone Inzaghi told
Sky Sports Italia after the final.

“They showed the whole world
how well they stood up to Man-
chester City, a side that everyone
knows has so much quality.

“Thugged my players one by one,
as they were extraordinary, just as
our fans were and deserved a dif-
ferent result, but I hope they were
happy seeing the way the team
played tonight.”

Inzaghi has faced harsh criti-

cism from fans and media. “Both I
and my players were attacked and
admittedly we lost some games
that we shouldn’t have lost, but I
think we learned valuable lessons
from those defeats,” he said, point-

ing out that the team had won four
trophies over the last two years.
“With this spirit, organisation and
determination, I think we will be
back here again in future,” he added.
On the defeat, he said: “In the first

half we didn’t suffer much, but in
terms of movement we could have
done better. In the second half, on
the other hand, we played well and
created many scoring chances, but
we lacked the final touch.”

The former Italian national said,
“In the last 20 minutes we came
close to scoring several times and I
would have gladly played extra time
because the team deserved it.”

The 47-year-old added, “The
path in this Champions League
has been exceptional, we want to
return to the final and we have the
chances to do so. We arrived on
10 June having already played 57
games, for me it is an extraordi-
nary path. I am proud of these guys
because they deserved more.”

‘Not inferior to anyone’

After the loss, Inter Milan’s presi-
dent, Steven Zhang said, “Winning
and losing is part of the sport of
football. However, I want to con-
gratulate the players, head coach,
and staff for what they displayed
on the pitch tonight; they were su-
perb and gave 100 percent.”

He further added, “Also want to
congratulate City, who have had
an outstanding season. We are
so proud to have got here, to have
played against the best, and to have
shown our quality without fear, re-
gardless of the result.”

Zhang said, “Our players have
the quality and mentality of the
highest level and tonight they
showed that. We are not inferior
to anyone. What I have learned in
football is that a winning side calls
for equilibrium between mental
strength and youthful energy. So,
energy is needed for the future but
at the same time experienced play-
ers, like those who have brought us
here to this final today.

“You can win or lose, but at least
we got here. It is always a combi-
nation of these elements; these
are the things we are looking for
every year.” - an1
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'. Train market held at Madrid Train
Museum in Spain

This picture shows the train market at the
Madrid Train Museum in Madrid, Spain.
The train market is a traditional event

at the Madrid Train Museum. During the
second weekend of each month, designers,
artisans and artists exhibit and sell their
creations at the event. xinhua
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Sonali Bendre and
Shilpa Tulaskar at
the launch of author
Pragati Deshmukh’s
book ‘A Dark and
Shiny Place’
Actresses Sonali
Bendre and Shilpa
Tulaskar pose for a
photo at the launch
of author Pragati
Deshmukh’s book

‘A Dark and Shiny
Place’ at Title Waves,
Bandra, in Mumbai.
ANI Photo

Bed Race held in
Dunnville, Canada
Participants compete
during the Bed

Race of the 2023
Dunnville Mudcat
Festival in Dunnville,
Ontario, Canada. xinhua

Grand Floral Parade held during Portland Rose Festival
This picture shows a float at the Grand Floral Parade during
the Portland Rose Festival in Portland, the United States. xinhua
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Tea Master demonstrates tea ceremony with matcha in Japan
Tea Master Asami Yaeko demonstrates the drinking of matcha in the
tea ceremony room at her home in Saitama, Japan. Unlike regular teas,

Tibetan opera hits high notes among youngsters matcha needs to be grounded before brewing and serving. Tea Master
This picture shows Dampa Phuntsok wearing Tibetan Asami Yaeko, who is near her 80, has been in touch with tea ceremony
opera costumes in Shexing Village, Tohlung Dechen since childhood under the influence of her grandmother, and has been
District in Lhasa, southwest China’s Tibet Autonomous involved in tea for a lifetime. xinhua

Region. xinhua
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Taageer Finance launches first-of-

its-kind

A first-of-its-kind
offering from a
Finance and Leasing
Company, the
‘Mumayyaz’ Loyalty
Rewards Programme
is designed to reward
and recognise
customers who have
demonstrated a

proven track record

MUSCAT: With its ongoing com-
mitment to excellence and innova-
tion at every step, Oman’s premier
Finance and Leasing Company
(FLC), Taageer Finance an-
nounced the launch of its highly-
anticipated ‘Mumayyaz’ Loyalty
Rewards programme.

Launched at Comex 2023, one
of the region’s leading technology
exhibitions, ‘Mumayyaz’ has been
conceptualised to strengthen cus-
tomer relationships and retention.

A first-of-its-kind offering from
an FLC, the ‘Mumayyaz’ Loyalty
Rewards Programme is designed
to reward and recognise custom-
ers who have demonstrated a
proven track record. Under this
programme, Taageer’s valued cus-
tomers receive ‘Platinum’, ‘Dia-
mond’ or ‘Gold’ cards that make
them eligible for exclusive privi-
leges such as pre-approved loans,
preferential interest rates, and
exclusive priority lounge access
at the company’s Head Office in Al
Khuwair, to name a few.

Explaining the relevance of
‘Mumayyaz, Shahin Moham-
med Al Balushi, CEO of Taageer

Alizz Bank launches

Finance stated, “We are proud
to be the Sultanate’s first finance
and leasing company to launch a
loyalty rewards program, thereby
strengthening our commitment to
providing innovative, top-notch fi-
nancial experiences tailored to the
needs of our discerning clients. It
has always been Taageer’s endeav-
our to ensure that its customers al-
ways deserve the best, and through
this programme, we aim to provide
increased opportunities for them.
‘Mumayyaz’ is a token of our ap-
preciation for our clients, and is in
line with our efforts to enrich their
experience beyond conventional
service.”

Taageer Finance offers a diverse

HIGHLIGHTS

m Designed to reward and recognise Taageer’s
customers with a proven track record.

m Customers are eligible for exclusive privileges such as
pre-approved loans and preferential interest rates.

m (Gain access to an exclusive priority lounge at the
company’s head office in Al Khuwair.

range of financial and leasing solu-
tions for businesses and individu-
als. Headquartered in Al Khuwair
in Muscat, the company boasts of

‘Manahil

Alizz’ educational programme

MUSCAT: Alizz Islamic Bank
announced the launch of the
‘Manahil Alizz’ internship pro-
gramme during a celebratory
event which has been designed to
empower and prepare third-year
university and college students
and augment their capabilities by
equipping them with the essen-
tial skills and knowledge required
to successfully enter and thrive in
the job market.

The programme aims to not only
enhance their leadership, personal
development and project manage-
ment skills but also teach them
how to overcome challenges in the
business sector and find suitable
solutions. The programme will
broaden the students’ perspectives
and equip them with skills beyond
their academic specialisation.
This holistic approach is demon-
strated through a comprehensive
range of lectures and classes en-
compassing topics such as Islamic
economics, Islamic banking, en-
dowment (waqf), voluntary work,
and other relevant disciplines.

Additionally, the 3-month pro-
gram boasts a distinguished group
of both internal and external ex-
perts, including specialized instruc-
tors well-versed in the principles
and regulations of Islamic law as it
pertainsto Islamicbanking. Alizz Is-
lamic Bank’s Learning and Develop-
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ment Department has meticulously
crafted an integrated curriculum
that seamlessly blends theoretical
knowledge with practical training.
The inaugural batch of the pro-
gram consists of 21 male and fe-
male students from various uni-
versities and colleges across the
Sultanate. The selection process
involved nominations from their
respective academic institutions
and Alizz Islamic Bank has me-
ticulously prepared a suitable
framework, comprehensive cur-
riculum and high-level classes
and sessions to enhance their
educational skills using the latest
modern techniques.This approach
ensures that knowledge is ac-
cessible to all students, obtained
flexibly and easily equips them to
understand the corporate working
environment and banking sector
characteristics and fosters inno-

vative thinking that enables them
to become decision-makers and
effective initiators in addressing
key industry needs.

Ali Al Mani, General Manager
of Alizz Islamic Bank, emphasised
that the demand for specialised
personnel in the Islamic banking
sector has led to the development
of this programme. Its primary
objective is to provide students
with theoretical and practical
knowledge of Islamic banking, in-
cluding its principles which are
based on Islamic Sharia and the
fundamental distinctions between
Islamic and conventional banks.
Students will also benefit from a
distinguished group of lecturers
who will transfer knowledge and
expertise to them. “We firmly be-
lieve that the growth of individuals
leads to the prosperity of the socie-
ties we live in,” Al Mani said.

an extensive nationwide network,
through branches at Wattayah,
Sohar, Al Kamil Al Wafi, Barka,
Nizwa, Salalah and most recently

+idsis

b

Seeb. By offering customers a
cutting-edge digital platform, up-
holding the highest corporate gov-
ernance standards, implementing
resilient systems and procedures,
and utilizing state-of-the-art tech-
nology, Taageer has established
itself as a trusted ally for custom-
ers. This includes the integration
of Point of Sale (POS) machines at
all branches to facilitate a stream-
lined cashless payment process, as
well as the efficient processing of
customer requests through its mo-
bile application.

Taageer takes pride in being a
responsible corporate citizen, ac-
tively supporting the community
and contributing to the nation’s

Better Ingredien ts. Better Pizza.
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socio-economic development
goals. To drive its business growth,
the company focuses on nurtur-
ing local talent and continuously
enhancing its business processes,
customer service standards, and
finance solutions portfolio to
meet evolving market demands.
In line with this commitment,
Taageer Finance has introduced
the ‘Mumayyaz’ Loyalty Rewards
programme, aimed at enhancing
the experience of its loyal cus-
tomers. Through this innovative
programme, the company aims to
offer exclusive benefits and oppor-
tunities, fostering a stronger bond
between the company and its es-
teemed clientele.
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Papa Johns launches Papadias: Satisfying
alternative to your usual sandwich

MUSCAT: Papa Johns is upgrad-

ing guests’ routines with the new

Papadia - a toasty, hearty alter-

native to the same old sandwich

routine, for just OMR 2.1 (Plus
Taxes).

The Papadia is crafted from
Papa Johns fresh, never-frozen

original dough and filled with de-
licious, fresh ingredients.

“The Papadia is inspired by the
‘piadina,’ an Italian folded flat-

bread sandwich from Northern
Italy. It combines the original

Papa Johns crust people crave
along with fresh toppings, mak-
ing it the best of both worlds - it’s

both a pizza and a sandwich,” said

Paul Fabre, SVP Product Innova-
tion at Papa John’s.

With five varieties, each hand-
stretched, oven-baked and hand-
folded to order, there’s a Papadia
for everyone.

Spicy Chicken Ranch Papadia:
Ttalian flatbread-style sandwich
made from original fresh dough
with grilled chicken, mushroom,
jalapenos, fresh-cut tomatoes and
real cheese made from mozzarel-
la, drizzled with Ranch sauce.

BBQ Chicken Papadia: Italian
flatbread-style sandwich made
from original fresh dough with
grilled chicken, fresh-cut onions
and real cheese made from moz-
zarella, drizzled with sweet and
smoky BBQ Sauce.

Ttalian Sausage & Pepperoni
Papadia: Italian flatbread-style

sandwich made from original
fresh dough with pizza sauce, Ital-
ian Beef sausage, pepperoni, real
cheese made from mozzarella.

Philly Veggie Papadia: Italian
flatbread-style sandwich made
from original fresh dough with
Ranch sauce, fresh-cut onions,
green peppers, mushrooms and
real cheese made from mozzarella.

Grilled Buffalo Chicken Papp-
dia: ITtalian flatbread-style sand-
wich made from original fresh
dough and loaded with grilled
chicken, onions, our signature
Mozerella cheese, ranch sauce,
and buffalo sauce

Additionally, Papa Johns intro-
duced Chocolate Scrolls to its des-
sert menu for Oman customers.
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