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dhofar in stricter
night lockdown 

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

With rising numbers of COVID-
19 cases and spike in hospitalisa-
tions in Dhofar, the Supreme
Committee in charge of dealing
with the pandemic has extended
the closure of commercial activ-
ities and ban on night movement
in the governorate from 6pm to
5am starting Saturday until fur-

ther notice. 
The Ministry of Health (MoH)

stated that it is ready to deal with
the pandemic in the governorate
and has increased capacity in all
hospitals.

The committee, which met on
Friday under the chairmanship of
H E Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal al
Busaidy, Minister of Interior,
hinted at more stringent meas-
ures - including complete closure

- to prevent the spread of the
pandemic if the epidemiological
situation calls for it.

The committee reviewed epi-
demiological reports from vari-
ous governorates, which
showed that Dhofar is witness-
ing a steady rise in cases while
admitting a record number of
patients for intensive care and
deaths.

Continued on Page 03

Muscat - Value Added Tax
(VAT) came into effect in Oman
on April 16 prompting businesses
to work in earnest to be prepared
for the new tax regime. Super-
market staff worked overtime to
replace price tags of products
displayed on shelves.

“Putting new VAT applicable
price tags in over 10,000 prod-
ucts on the shelves is a 
mammoth task,” said Mo-
hammed Iqbal, a supermarket
manager in Ruwi.

Continued on Page 03

VAT in effect, businesses
cope with initial hiccups 

a 1,000,000�and�more� Feb�1�to�Mar�15,�2021 April�16,�2021�

B 500,000-999,999 April�1�to�May�31,�2021 July�1,�2021�

C 250,000-499,999 July�1�to�Aug�31,�2021 Oct�1,�2021�

d 38,500-249,999 Dec�1�to�Feb�28,�2022 April�1,�2022

Category Persons�having�annual
taxable�supplies�in�rials

Mandatory�
Registration�timeline

VAT�
implementation�date

RegistRation window

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Oman is in a race to ramp up its
immunisation drive as the num-
ber of cases increases and wor-
ries of variants spread. So far,
173,789 doses of the two ap-
proved vaccines – Pfizer-BioN-
Tech and Oxford-AstraZeneca –
have been administered in the
country.

To meet the demand of vac-
cines, H E Dr Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed al Sa'eedi, Minister of
Health, said that 4,750,000
doses of the Pfizer jab will be sup-
plied to the sultanate before the
end of September, of which
1,350,000 will be supplied before
the end of June. “Negotiations are

underway to obtain 250,000
shots this month,” he said.

In an interview with Oman TV
on a special Ramadan pro-
gramme, H E Dr Sa'eedi said the
country was among the first to
join the international coalition
COVAX comprising 190 coun-
tries, and was relying on it to ob-
tain its requirement of doses. 

“In some cases, production
has been delayed by more than
four months. It was hoped that
thousands of doses would arrive
in January and the months to fol-
low, which did not happen. Six
million vaccine doses are re-
served for Oman. The problem is
not the financial situation nor po-
litical reasons; Oman has good
political relations with all coun-

tries,” H E Dr Sa'eedi said.
Oman paid for ten per cent of

the doses in October 2020 to the
international coalition. So far,
265,000 doses have reached
Oman and around 174,000 have
been vaccinated.

H E Dr Sa'eedi informed that
some companies have faced dif-
ficulties in clinical trials while oth-
ers in the final stages did not
prove their effectiveness or had
to be withdrawn from the market.

According to H E Dr Sa'eedi,
more than 90 per cent of workers
in the health sector in Oman have
been vaccinated, and before the
beginning of the next academic
year, all teaching staff, college
students and children  - 18 years
and older - will be vaccinated.

immunisation to be
scaled in coming days 

111
inpatients

2,047
total cases

in april

54
in ICU
176
total deaths



I
always turn inwards, much more so than
usual during the month of Ramadan. It’s a
time to seek beauty in every form - part of my
attempt at a spiritual renewal. It’s a spiritual

process, but the first day is always the hardest.
For now, my body is already used to fasting

and I no longer have symptoms of caffeine with-
drawal in the morning at work. The headache
that I used get because of dehydration has also
started to subside. However, my brain has not
started processing sentences as
fast as I want it to.

But one thing I’m sure of is
that Ramadan is here to teach
us how to see beauty in every-
thing. Whatever I do in Ra-
madan, I try as much as I can to see beauty 
in them.

Despite my efforts to stay healthy, on previous
occasions I always forgot that walking and exer-
cising are essential. But as I write this piece, I
have come to realise it really matters and on this
note, I’m happy to say that for the past three
days, I have been successful in remembering to
walk for at least an hour before iftar.

Please note that everything I say here may not
be agreeable to all, but my words come from my
experiences and may not be the same as others.
There is debate over the merits and demerits of
exercise while fasting but following the advise of
those who have tried it, I see it works wonders.

In fact, while walking, my headaches seem to
disappear. Walks make me feel energetic and
the health experts I have consulted too have ad-
vised me to continue doing the same.

The point I am trying to
make here is that Ramadan
teaches us how to appreciate
what we have and what we can
do but we have to do these re-
sponsibly.

A point to remember is that since this Ra-
madan falls in the summer months, we have to
fast longer hours. So, we have to drink lots of
water in the evenings to remain hydrated. Again,
we have to appreciate the abundance of drinking
water that we have, hence making my point –
seeing beauty in everything that we have.

Till we meet next, stay safe and see beauty in
everything this Ramadan.
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PRAYER
TIMINGS

Fajr 4.25am

Sunrise 5.43am

duhr 12.11pm

asr 3.38pm

Maghrib 6.34pm

isha 7.47pm

Shaddad al Musalmy

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Suwaiq Charitable Team has
launched a campaign to support
needy families aptly called ‘Have
you thought about those in need
when preparing the iftar table in
Ramadan’.

As part of its ongoing com-
mitment to achieve social soli-
darity and spread love, the team
of charity workers collected
more than RO15,000 in three
hours to help needy families.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Saeed al Badai, head of Suwaiq
Charitable Team, said, “We op-
erate under the umbrella of the
Committee for Social Develop-

ment in the Ministry of Social
Development in Suwaiq. We
launched the campaign on April
9 for only three hours, from 4pm
to 7pm. The team sent volun-

teers of different age groups to
25 locations throughout Suwaiq
to collect financial and food do-
nations.”

The volunteers included chil-
dren and the team collected 34
food baskets, 20 sacks of flour,
2,220kg of dates and seven car-
tons of water, besides the mon-
etary donations, which will be
distributed among 500 needy
families during Ramadan. 

“We also sponsor orphans
and pay their house rent, elec-
tricity and water bills, and look
after their nutritional needs. This
year’s campaign aims to reduce
the suffering of some families, in-
cluding Omani employees who
have been laid off. The team will

continue its charity work
throughout the month and 
distribute gifts on Eid al Fitr,”
Badai said.

In its efforts to help improve
living standards of social security
families and orphans, the team
restored ten houses at a cost of
RO10,535 and supported 49
children with RO10,050. 

“We have received support
from many people and want to
cooperate with other volunteers
and communities in Suwaiq to
help needy families. We thank all
the individuals and companies
that have supported us.” 

The team can be reached on
Instagram and Twitter at
@Suwaiq_team 

LOW-KEY AFFAIR 

Imam of a mosque in Muttrah breaks fast alone before the Maghrib prayer (Muscat daily/Syed Fasiuddin)

The volunteers in-
cluded children and
the team collected
34 food baskets, 
20 sacks of flour,
2,220kg of dates
and seven cartons
of water 
Saeed al Badai

Suwaiq Charitable Team
collects RO15,000 in 3 hours

Time to see beauty 
in everything

(Supplied photo)



NATION
SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021     MUSCAT DAILY    03

Restaurants, coffee shops
bear the brunt of lockdown Continued on Page 01

“We requested permission to
work overnight during the lock-
down which was denied,” he in-
formed.

Shakeer Hussain, manager at
Grand Hypermarket in Ruwi, said,
“We have 50,000 products on
our shelves of prices ranging
from 50bz to RO250. Replacing
the price tags of such a large
number of items is the biggest
test of VAT implementation.”

The timing of implementation,
in the midst of COVID-19 meas-
ures when businesses are closing
earlier and during Ramadan when
work slows down,  further added
the challenge. "To avoid incon-
venience to customers, we put a
notice about  the new tax and
started price tag update process
well in advance. We worked
overtime to update the price
tags,” Hussain informed.

Disruption in
supplies 
“The last batch of supplies from

distributors was on April 14;
hopefully they will restart on
April 18,” said Hussain. “But we
pre-empted  the situation and
stocked supplies keeping the
supply disruption in mind."

Pointing at his half-empty
shelves, Iqbal said, “Our suppli-
ers stopped taking orders saying
they will restart once VAT is im-
plemented.”

Mubashir A M, field sales
manager at Enhance Oman, a
brand distribution and retail
management solutions provider,
described the timing of VAT im-
plementation as ‘perfect’. “We
just needed to stop our services
for one day on Thursday, April 15,
and any case, we do not deliver
on Fridays and Saturdays. We
will start operations as usual
from Sunday, April 18.” 

Enhance Oman started
preparing for VAT implementa-
tion more than two months ago,
Mubashir claimed. “The only
challenge for us is the confusion
of small players who are not yet

registered and do not know how
to account the added VAT cost.”

Adjustment of 
extra cost
M Abraham's business in auto
spare parts comes under the
lowest category, but most of his
suppliers are in the RO1mn cat-
egory which is in the first phase
of registration. “While our cate-
gory will be allowed to register
at a later stage, our suppliers are
already charging us five per cent
VAT. We do not know how to
adjust this extra cost we are
paying till we get the VAT reg-
istration certificate,” Abraham
said. 

Replying to a query on the
registration timeframe of small
businesses, Aastha Rangan, di-
rector of VAT Services at Crowe
Oman, said, “Whether a busi-
ness offers a service or buys
goods from a taxable company,
in both scenarios business own-
ers can claim the VAT credit.

(Text and photo by Syed Fasiuddin)

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Oman is allowing all visa holders
to enter Oman except for those
coming from the ten countries
from which entry had been
banned by the sultanate earlier. 

The Supreme Committee had
issued a decision on April 5 to re-
strict entry to the sultanate to
citizens and residency visa hold-
ers only starting from April 8. 

However, the Civil Aviation
Authority on Friday said that
after coordinating with the au-
thorities, the earlier decision has
been updated to allow all visa
holders to enter Oman. 

‘All valid visa holders are wel-
come to Oman, regardless of the
type and date of issue. Of course,
except those coming from the
ten countries that have been put
on ban list,’ it said. 

The Supreme Committee had
issued a decision in February
banning all arrivals from Sudan,
Lebanon, South Africa, Brazil,
Nigeria, Guinea, Ghana, Sierra
Leone, Tanzania and Ethiopia.

The ban also applies to ar-
rivals from other countries who
have passed through any of
these countries within 14 days
prior to coming to the sultanate.

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Night lockdown coupled with
truncated business hours due to
Ramadan is affecting restaurants
and coffee shops. Most blue-col-
lar workers too are in a fix. 

Eateries, not open during the
day time, used to make brisk
business in the evening. But this
time around, all such opportuni-
ties have dried up with night-
time lockdown being enforced at
9pm.

Shahzad Khan, who runs a
coffee shop in Ruwi, said he is
facing serious problems because
of the lockdown. 

“The entire day we cannot
open. During Ramadan all activi-
ties usually start immediately
after iftar. But now, with the clo-
sure of business at 9pm we
hardly get time for any sales. It is
also taxing on our workers. We

are struggling to prepare iftars as
well as regular food in a short pe-
riod of time.”

As a solution now they start
work very early in the morning,
he said.

He added that though there is

a rush in the evening, it is difficult
to serve customers because he
and his staff too need to break
fast and rush to serve simultane-
ously.

Mohammad, who sells grilled
fish in Muttrah, said, “We start
our work around 2. It’s mostly
takeaways. During previous Ra-

madans, we used to have people
coming after iftar and sit for their
dinners with grilled items but
now we need to close everything
by 8.30pm. It is tough.”

Robiullal Mohammad, a
Bangladeshi blue-collar worker,

said he is struggling to find a
place to eat in the evening. 

“After a hard day’s work, I
hardly get time to cook,” he said.
“With the night movement ban
and restaurants being closed, I’m
in a dilemma. I’m too tired to
cook.”

He added, “In previous years,

restaurants used to function till
late night. There was no problem
finding food even after working
and fasting all day. Things are dif-
ferent now. I think they should at
least keep the takeaways open.” 

His friend Alam is diabetic
and normally fasts for just a few
days. But this year, he can’t be-
cause of difficulty in arranging
food. 

“I used to fast for around ten
days because of health issues,
but this year I am not able to do
that too in the fear of unavailabil-
ity of food at night. I do my
prayers only; I cook for my
friends so that they can eat at
night.” 

Most such workers either
have their friends (even non-
Muslims) who cook and keep a
plate for them. Often when time
permits, they too cook for them-
selves. Some even buy food in
advance.

VAT in effect, businesses
cope with initial hiccups 

Sultanate opens door 
for all visa holders

During previous Ramadans, we used
to have people coming after iftar
and sit for their dinners with grilled
items but now we need to close by
8.30pm. It is tough
MohaMMaD

Dhofar under stricter night lockdown
Continued on Page 01
The committee stressed on strict
adherence of guidelines on social
distancing, wearing of face
masks in public places and
mosques, and avoiding funeral,
wedding and iftar gatherings. 

According to the Directorate
General of Health Services in
Dhofar, there were 111 inpatients,

54 in ICUs and ten on ventilators
till April 15. The number of
deaths recorded till now in the
governorate is 176. 

Dhofar registered 2,047 new
cases in April, the highest this
year, while March recorded
1,850 cases. In 2020, the num-
ber of daily cases peaked in July
at 2,112, while it went over a

thousand in September (1,253)
and October (1,223).

Reacting to social media ru-
mours about the situation in
Dhofar, MoH said that there is no
truth in the reports regarding the
lack of ventilators in Sultan Qa-
boos Hospital in Salalah. It called
upon all to receive correct infor-
mation from official sources. 

(Muscat Daily/Syed Fasiuddin)

New Delhi, India - The sul-
tanate’s embassy in New
Delhi has advised against
travel to India, except in un-
avoidable circumstances,
due to the steady increase
in COVID-19 cases in the
country. 

Travel advisory
for India
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The sultanate is celebrating the
World Heritage Day with the rest
of the world today. 

Proposed by the International
Council for Monuments and
Sites in 1982 for a day to be
marked as an International Day
for Monuments and Sites, the
Unesco General Assembly
passed a resolution in 1983 de-
claring April 18 each year as
World Heritage Day. The theme
this year is ‘Complex Pasts. Di-
verse Futures’.

Oman has a number of mon-
uments and historical sites that
have been the focus of interna-
tional praise. Some of them have
been included in the list of tangi-
ble and intangible heritage of the
United Nations Educational, Cul-
tural and Scientific Organization
(Unesco).

According to a statement
from the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism, the sultanate offers
an important model in caring for
the heritage and preserving it to
protect the cultural and historical

identity of the people in a world
that is changing rapidly.

Heritage houses
The traditional houses in Oman
are considered an important ar-

chitectural heritage because of
their unique and varied elements.
Traditional buildings often differ
from one region to another. The
Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism has been undertaking

surveys and documenting her-
itage houses, with the aim of pre-
serving them, and opening way
for future architectural studies. 

The ministry also launched a
campaign for the maintenance

and reconstruction work of the
Al Owainah Mosque in the
wilayat of Wadi Bani Khalid in
North Sharqiyah governorate.
The mosque is distinguished and
known for its engraved heritage
niches. The ministry also trans-
ferred the mosque’s mihrab, with
all its components, through a
complex and delicate process to
be displayed at the National 
Museum.

Historical location
Among the most important
achievements in the recent past
has been the discovery of the
Aqeer al Shomous site in the
wilayat of Yanqul, which is the
first archaeological site associ-
ated with mining and producing
soapstone in Oman and the
wider Arabian Gulf.

The archaeological surveys
carried out by the ministry, in co-
operation with the Polish Univer-
sity of Warsaw, revealed three
important archaeological sites in
Qumayrah area in the wilayat of
Dhank, whose history extends
from the Neolithic period to the
Islamic era.

MoC with PDO to save
geo-heritage sites 
The ministry signed a Memoran-
dum of Collaboration (MoC)
with Petroleum Development
Oman in January this year to
protect and conserve several ge-
ological heritage sites in Oman. 

The MoC aims to ensure the
sustainability of these sites,
which are considered important
national heritage locations, and
tourist destinations of global sci-
entific significance.

The memorandum aims to es-
tablish a mechanism to rehabili-
tate some important Omani
geo-heritage sites to protect and
preserve them and to promote
them as tourist destinations that
highlight the diversity of Oman’s
rich geo-heritage.

The areas of collaboration
also include providing scientific
and technical support to protect
endangered geological sites, as
well as preparing files for geo
parks in the sultanate and identi-
fying them to register one or two
sites subsequently in the List of
Unesco Global Geoparks
(UGGps).

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Wheat farming is steadily grow-
ing in Oman as it is one of the im-
portant staple crops in the
country. As a step to achieve
self-sufficiency in food, a number
of farmers in the wilayat of Wadi
al Ma’awel in South Batinah gov-
ernorate have begun harvesting
three tonnes of wheat from
seven acres.

The cultivation of wheat has
proved to be successful in the
sultanate as it grows in hot

weather and requires less 
fertiliser. 

The Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources is
seeking to encourage farmers to
take an interest in cultivating
wheat and provide technical sup-
port to them, an official said. 

According to statistics of the
ministry, wheat production in the
sultanate reached 961.67 tonnes
in 2018-19. Statistics indicate
that the cultivated areas of
wheat amounted to 1,167 acres,
with 1,627 farmers engaged in
the production.

The official said, “The wilayat
of Ibri recorded the highest pro-
duction with 293.8 tonnes, fol-
lowed by 142.3 tonnes in the
wilayat of Bahla, 99.2 in the
wilayat of Dhank, 93.2 in the
wilayat of Yanqul and 55.1
tonnes in the wilayat of Nizwa.
The wheat growing season
started in mid February 2018
with harvesting done in March
and April 2019.”

Meanwhile, as part of its ef-
forts to achieve self-sufficiency in
agricultural crops and support
local farmers, the ministry signed

a memorandum of cooperation
with Oman Flour Mills. As per
the pact, Oman Flour Mills buys
wheat from Omani farmers at a
rate of RO500 per tonne.

Oman Flour Mills company
earlier in April received the first
batch of Omani wheat, esti-
mated to be weighing around
830 tonnes, which was har-
vested this season by 44 farm-
ers. It was received at the
company’s factory in Muttrah
and the flour produced from this
Omani wheat will be available in
the market soon.

Wilayat in S Batinah harvests 3 tonnes of wheat
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Oman marks World Heritage Day today

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to protect
agricultural crops, the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources is using drones along
with traditional methods to spray
pesticides over large areas in
order to combat dubas bug in
palms in several governorates.

The ministry has started a
pesticides spraying campaign to
combat the spread of the bug in
an area of 6,500 acres in the
wilayats of North and South
Sharqiyah.

An official at the ministry,
said, “A team of specialists re-
cently began a campaign against
dubas bug in 6000 acres of the
villages of Samail, Izki and Nizwa
in Dakhliyah governorate.” The
team has also targeted 1,200
acres in Muscat, 470 acres in the
wilayat of Mahdah in Buraimi.

“The ministry used drones to
spray pesticides in some villages
in Samail, Nizwa and Izki as part
of its efforts to introduce modern
technology in the speedy com-
pletion of tasks,” said the official.

The ministry is cooperating
with Wakan Tech to use drones
in spraying operations.

Ministry
uses drones
to fight
dubas bug

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)



Muscat – The board of directors
of the Capital Market Authority
(CMA) on Thursday held its 
first meeting of 2021 under 
the chairmanship of H E Sultan
Salim al Habsi, Minister of Fi-
nance and chairman of the CMA
board.

‫The CMA board approved
the issuance of the clearing and
settlement regulations to match
the best global practices in the
field. The board took into ac-
count that the draft regulation
would keep pace with the laws
and legislations issued by the

specialised departments con-
cerned.‫

The meeting endorsed au-
dited closing accounts‫of the ‫

CMA, investors fund, insurance
emergency fund and casualties
fund for the fiscal year ended De-
cember 31, 2020, as well as the

auditors’ report.‫
The board also took note of

the executive process towards
the implementation of compul-
sory health insurance scheme
(Dhamani) envisaged in the sul-
tanate, following updates on co-
ordination with the departments
concerned.

The board also approved the
cancellation of licence given to Al
Maha Financial Services Com-
pany for operation in the field of
securities (upon the firm’s re-
quest).
ONA
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Bank Muscat’s net profit for 
the first quarter of 2021 rose 41.8
per cent to RO47.15mn com-
pared to RO33.25mn net profit
recorded in the same period 
of 2020, according to the 
bank’s preliminary unaudited fi-
nancial results announced on
Thursday.

The sharp rise in the first
quarter net profit was mainly due
to lower provisions recorded by
the bank this year compared to
the first quarter of 2020.

Bank Muscat’s net interest in-
come from conventional banking
and net income from Islamic fi-
nancing increased by 3.1 per cent
to RO83.74mn for the three
months period ended March 31,
2021 compared to RO81.23mn
for the same period in 2020.
Non-interest income rose by 9.6
per cent to RO37.68mn in the
first quarter of 2021 as compared
to RO34.39mn for the same pe-
riod in 2020.

The bank’s operating ex-
penses during the January–
March period of 2021 decreased
by 6.9 per cent to RO47.11mn as
compared to RO50.60mn for the
same period in 2020.

Bank Muscat said that net im-
pairment for credit and other
losses for the first three months
of 2021 dropped at RO18.08mn

as compared to RO25.73mn
recorded in the same period of
last year.

‘The decrease in net impair-
ment (for credit and other
losses) is mainly attributed 

to the precautionary and 
collective provisions created 
by the bank during the first quar-
ter of 2020, at the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the historic decline seen in 
global crude oil prices,’ Bank
Muscat said in a press state-
ment. 

The bank added that it re-
mains vigilant of the continuing
stress in the macroeconomic and

business conditions and its po-
tential impacts.

Bank Muscat’s loan-book
grew by 2.2 per cent in the first
quarter of this year as net loans
and advances (including Islamic
financing receivables) increased
to RO9.278bn as of March 31,
2021 from RO9.076bn a year
ago.

Of total loans and advances,
Bank Muscat’s conventional
loans and advances marginally
increased by 0.8 per cent to
RO7.960bn at the end of first
quarter of 2021, while Islamic fi-
nancing receivables substantially
grew by 11.5 per cent to
RO1.318bn.

Total customer deposits (in-
cluding Islamic customer de-
posits) increased by 2.1 per cent
to RO8.446bn as of March 31,
2021 against RO8.269bn a year
ago.

Of total deposits, Bank Mus-
cat’s conventional customer de-
posits increased by 1.8 per cent
to RO7.372bn in the first quarter
of 2021, while Islamic customer
deposits rose by 4.6 per cent to
RO1.074bn.

Bank Muscat said its full re-
sults for the first quarter along
with the complete set of unau-
dited financial statements will be
released following the approval
of the board of directors at its
meeting scheduled later during
April.

Bank Muscat’s Q1 profit rises
42% on lower provisions

Bank Muscat’s net loans and 
advances (including Islamic 
financing receivables) increased 
by 2.2 per cent to RO9.278bn 
as of March 31, 2021 from
RO9.076bn a year ago

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The total outstanding credit ex-
tended by Oman’s banking sec-
tor grew by 4 per cent to
RO26.9bn at the end of February
2021 compared to the same pe-
riod a year ago, according to the
monthly statistical bulletin is-
sued by the Central Bank of
Oman (CBO).

Of the total outstanding
credit, private sector accounted
for RO23.1bn of total banking
sector credit in February this
year and registered a modest
year-on-year credit growth of 1.4
per cent. 

The shares of non-financial
corporate sector and the house-
hold sector (mainly under per-
sonal loans) in total private
sector credit stood at 46.7 per
cent and 45.2 per cent, respec-
tively. 

The share of financial corpo-
rations was 4.8 per cent and
other sectors received the re-
maining 3.3 per cent of total pri-
vate sector credit as of
end-February 2021.

As per the CBO data, Oman’s
conventional banks recorded an
year-on-year credit growth of
2.9 per cent as of end-February
2021. Islamic banking entities,

on the other hand, provided fi-
nancing of RO4.4bn at the end
of February 2021, recording a
growth of 9.9 per cent.

The CBO data showed that
total deposits held with the
banking sector grew by 5 per
cent to RO24.8bn at the end of
February 2021. Of total deposits,
private sector deposits in-
creased by 10.7 per cent to
RO17bn.

In terms of sector-wise com-
position of private sector de-
posits, the share of households
deposits stood at 51 per cent,
followed by non-financial 
corporations at 32.4 per cent, fi-
nancial corporations at 14.1 per
cent and the other sectors at 2.5
per cent.

Aggregate deposits held with
the conventional banks in-
creased by 4.1 per cent year-on-
year to RO20.9bn at end-
February 2021. 

Total deposits held with Is-
lamic banks and windows in-
creased by 10 per cent to
RO3.8bn.

Total assets of Islamic banks
and windows increased by 11 per
cent on a year-on-year basis to
RO5.4bn and constituted about
14.5 per cent of the banking sys-
tem’s assets as at end-February
2021.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Al Mazunah Free Zone has
recorded a 90 per cent comple-
tion rate on the phase 2 infra-
structure development project,
which will enable the free zone to
attract and accommodate more
companies.

Al Mazunah Free Zone, which
is operated by the Public Estab-
lishment for Industrial Estate
(Madayn), is located close to the
Omani-Yemeni border. The
strategic location of the zone
makes it the Gulf gateway for
transit trading to Yemen and the
countries of East Africa.

As per the information pub-

lished in Duqm Economist, the
quarterly magazine issued by the
Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ), the management of Al
Mazunah Free Zone has
launched the services and facili-
ties building project with a cost
of over RO3mn. The building in-
cludes offices, shops and show-

rooms, and it is expected to be
completed by mid-2022.

As per Duqm Economist, Al
Mazunah Free Zone marked a
remarkable growth during 2020.
The total value of goods received
in the zone during the first half of
2020 surged to RO334.4 mn as
compared to RO143.4mn in the
same period of 2019.

Likewise, the volume of
goods, which entered into the
zone increased from 129,000
tonnes in the first half of 2019 to
more than 210,000 tonnes in the
same period of 2020. The num-
ber of vehicles entering has dou-
bled to 19,384 vehicles in the first
half of 2020 compared to the
same period in 2019.

Phase 2 of Al Mazunah Free Zone 90% completed

Bank lending up
4% in February;
deposits rise 5%

Moscow, Russia – The Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and its allies,
known as OPEC+, will gradually
increase the oil production be-
tween May and July, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Alexan-
der Novak was quoted by Inter-
fax news agency as saying on
Friday.

The former energy minister
refers to a recent deal of OPEC+
ministers according to which 
the major oil producing countries
will increase their output after
April. 

The group’s production will
increase by 2.1mn barrels per 
day (bpd) until the end of 

July, easing the current produc-
tion cut of 7.9mn bpd.

Novak also said that Russia’s
Energy Ministry was ready to
support export curbs on oil prod-
ucts in order to bolster the do-
mestic market.

The minister also said his
country had drawn up a roadmap
for how to integrate their oil in-
dustries.

“We have already signed 
a roadmap for electrical energy,
while a roadmap for oil and 
oil products is waiting to 
be signed,” Novak told a 

news conference in Minsk 
as reported by Anadolu 
Agency.

A similar detailed strategy for
Russian-Belarusian cooperation
in the gas industry is being fi-
nalised, Novak said.

In 2019, Russia and Belarus
agreed to develop approximately
30 ‘roadmaps’ to facilitate inte-
gration across multiple spheres.
The signing of the agreement
marked the 20th anniversary of
the two neighbours forming a
Union State.
Agencies

CMA board of directors approves
clearing and settlement regulation 

OPEC+ will slowly increase oil output
after April, says Alexander Novak

Alexander Novak
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Market analysis - OMan

MSX30, the benchmark index
of the Muscat Stock Exchange
(MSX), last week recorded a
marginal decline of 0.03 per
cent. Financial sector index
closed in red i.e. down by 0.34
per cent, while Industrial and
Services indices rose by 2.9 per
cent and 1.1 per cent, respec-
tively. The MSX Shariah Index
was higher by 0.61 per cent.

Many companies listed on
the MSX announced their initial
financial results for the first
quarter of 2021 on Thursday. 

At the time of preparation of
this report only 63 companies
with year-end in December an-
nounced the results. 

As of the first quarter of
2021, total market profitability
stood at RO92mn compared to
RO26mn in the fourth quarter
of 2020 and RO55.2mn in the
first quarter of 2020. Financial
sector’s net income stood at
RO74.3mn, followed by indus-
trial sector at RO15mn and serv-
ices sector at RO2.6mn.

We have seen good recovery
in industrial and service sector
profitability compared to fourth
quarter of 2020.

Local news
uOman implemented value
added tax (VAT) last week 
on April 16, 2021. The VAT is
expected to raise about
RO400mn annually and gener-
ate approximately 1.5 per cent
of the value of GDP. The 5 per
cent tax will be imposed on
most goods and services, with
the exemption of a specific 
set of goods and services, ren-
dered to consumers at outlets

throughout the sultanate. It will
also be imposed on imports of
goods to the sultanate, except
the ones exempted by law. The
list of goods and services ex-
empted from the VAT includes
healthcare, education, financial
services, and basic food items
and supplies for persons with
special needs, among other
items and services.
uAl Hassan Engineering Com-
pany has announced an award
of new project with Strategic
and Precious Metals Processing
Company, for services of C300
main works for approximately
RO1.04mn. 

The execution period will be
6 months starting from April
2021. The company expects
reasonable profit from this proj-
ect.
uACWA Power announced
that a steam turbine of its
power plant was taken out of
service for a planned outage up
until April 9, 2021 to conduct
routine maintenance and to
identify the reason behind cer-
tain observations made on its
generator during operation.
Electrical tests of generator
rotor and borescope inspection
revealed the presence of open
circuit in couple of its coils. 

This situation required the
generator rotor to be opened to
assess the extent of problem
and required remedial meas-
ures. 

The repair is estimated to
take ten weeks from now which
will result a revenue loss of circa
RO1.8mn in addition to the
likely repair cost of RO0.5mn. 
uLast week His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik presided over
a meeting of the principal com-
mittee of the National Program
of Fiscal Balance. 

At the outset of the meeting,
His Majesty the Sultan re-
viewed financial and economic
developments in the country as
a result of efforts made in im-
plementing programmes and
initiatives of the Fiscal Balance
Plan (2020-2024). His Majesty
expressed his satisfaction over
procedures carried out by the
government in this regard. His
Majesty gave his Royal direc-
tives to all officials of the gov-
ernment to follow up on
livelihood conditions of citizens
in order to secure fair standards
of decent living for them.
uA new food processing clus-
ter, anchored by a flour mill, is
being established in the Salalah

Free Zone - the latest in a series
of food hubs in various stages of
planning and implementation
across the sultanate. The food
sector is one of the fastest
growing industries in the sul-
tanate - its growth powered
partly by the government’s ag-
gressive quest to secure the
country’s basic food require-
ments, and partly by the devel-
opment of a wider ecosystem
that, along with agro, fish and
livestock processing, is fueling
new investments into this rap-
idly expanding segment of the
Omani economy.
uTotal number of guests in
hotel properties of the 3 to 5
star category in the sultanate
fell 47.2 per cent to 169,465 in
February 2021, compared to
320,816 guests for the same
period of 2020. Meanwhile, the

occupancy rate slumped to
49.7 per cent, according to the
latest monthly statistics re-
leased by the National Centre
for Statistics and Information
(NCSI). Total revenues of 
these hotels also fell to
RO6.515mn in February com-
pared to RO23.35mn during the
same period of the previous
year.
uOman’s unemployment rate
stood at 2.8 per cent in Febru-
ary 2021 compared to 3 per
cent in January 2021. 

Unemployment amongst
women stood at 9.2 per cent
while the same amongst males
stood at 1.4 per cent in February
2021. 

The age group 15-24,
recorded the highest unem-
ployment at 14.9 per cent, fol-
lowed by 6.2 per cent for the

age group 25-29 and 2.1 per
cent for the age group 30-34. In
terms of unemployment by ed-
ucational status, highest was at
10.1 per cent for the people with
a higher diploma.
uThe inflation rate in the sul-
tanate, measured by movement
in the average consumer price
index (CPI), fell by 0.37 per cent
in March 2021 compared to the
same month of 2020, according
to the latest data released by
the NCSI. 

The inflation rate in March
increased by 0.5 per cent com-
pared to February 2021.

Global news
Total OPEC crude oil produc-
tion averaged 25.04mn barrels
per day (bpd) in March 2021,
up by 0.20mn bpd compared to
the previous month. 

Crude oil output increased
mainly in Iran, Angola, Libya
and Iraq, while production de-
creased primarily in Saudi Ara-
bia. 

The share of OPEC crude oil
in total global production was
down by 0.1 per cent in March
to 26.9 per cent compared with
the previous month.

The annual inflation rate in
the US jumped to 2.6 per cent in
March of 2021 from 1.7 per cent
in February, slightly above mar-
ket forecasts of 2.5 per cent. It
is the highest reading since Au-
gust, 2018 with main upward
pressure coming from energy
(13.2 per cent in March vs 3.7
per cent in February), namely
petrol (22.5 per cent in March
vs 1.6 per cent in February) and
utility gas service (9.8 per cent

in March vs 6.7 in February). 
The effects of the coron-

avirus pandemic are weighing
on prices since in March 2020
many businesses closed and
lockdowns were imposed, dent-
ing economic activity. Also, a
jump in commodities and mate-
rial costs, coupled with supply
constraints, are pushing pro-
ducer prices up and some com-
panies are passing those costs
to clients.

Recommendation
Earnings season has kicked-off
internationally as well as re-
gionally. Internationally, big
banks are reporting better than
expected earnings. Inflation
numbers in US were not as high
as expected which led the mar-
kets to further new highs.

Regionally, investors are
geared up for a recovery in
company earnings as
economies rebound from the
worst of the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

We see petrochemical com-
panies announcing good num-
bers and the same is expected
by the banking and other sec-
tors.

In Oman, we advise in-
vestors to go through initial fi-
nancial results disclosures in
order to vet their investment
focus on sectors which are ex-
pected to perform better in the
economic recovery phase. 

Most banks have reported a
drop in net expected credit
losses, further solidifying the re-
covery theme. Industrial firms
are also  doing well on the back
of the rise in commodity prices.

MSX index edges down as financial stocks drop

By special arrangement with U Capital

(Muscat Daily)

Beijing, China - China’s economy
expanded at a record pace in the
first quarter as the country con-
tinued its rapid recovery from
last year’s pandemic-fuelled
slump, official data showed.

The 18.3 per cent explosion in
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth was the fastest pace
since quarterly records began
three decades ago, but came off
a historic contraction in 2020
during the depths of the pan-
demic.

It was also slightly short of
forecasts in an AFP survey of
economists.

While the coronavirus first
emerged in central China in late
2019, the country was also the
quickest to bounce back after au-
thorities imposed strict control
measures and consumers stayed
home.

“The national economy made
a good start,” National Bureau of
Statistics spokeswoman Liu
Aihua told reporters.

The sharp spike was partly
due to ‘incomparable factors
such as the low base figure of
last year and increase of working
days due to staff staying put dur-
ing the Lunar New Year’ holiday,
said Liu.

Migrant workers were urged
to remain in the areas where
they work during the break
owing to fears that the annual
massive migration might lead to
local outbreaks.

On a quarterly basis, GDP
rose 0.6 per cent from the 
last quarter of 2020, slowing
slightly, a shift analysts attrib-

uted to a wave of local virus 
outbreaks which triggered 
travel restrictions and lock-
downs.

Retail
outperformance
In a sign that the country’s cru-
cial consumer sector is getting
back up to pace, the figures
showed retail sales surged in
March, bringing first-quarter
growth to 33.9 per cent as life
largely returned to normal.

Industrial output rose a less-
than-estimated 24.5 per cent in
the quarter.

The figures come days after
officials announced that exports
- and particularly imports - had
rocketed in March.

Liu, however, warned that the
international landscape still con-
tained ‘high uncertainties’.

While vaccines are being
rolled out around the world, the
distribution is uneven and a pick-

up in infections is forcing govern-
ments to reimpose containment
measures, holding back recov-
ery.

The urban unemployment
rate, a figure analysts have been
closely watching, ticked down
slightly to 5.3 per cent.

But economists expect
growth drivers could change in
the months ahead and have
warned of an ‘uneven’ recovery
so far. 

“Industrial production has
been taking the lead in recovery
last year, and it looks a bit tired
now,” said UOB economist Ho
Woei Chen.

“There is expectation that
with retail sales’ outperformance
and a recovering job market, that
there is momentum picking up in
private consumption,” she told
AFP, adding that this should take
over the lead in growth later in
the year.
AFP

China GDP grows record
18.3% in first quarter in
coronavirus rebound

An employee works at a speaker production line in a factory in Fuyang in

China’s eastern Anhui province on Friday (AFP)

San Francisco, US - Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos told investors
the e-commerce giant needs a
better ‘vision’ for its workers, just
days after an effort to create the
company’s first labour union was
defeated.

Defending Amazon’s treat-
ment of employees, Bezos laid
out a new goal for the company
to be ‘Earth’s best employer and
Earth’s safest place to work’, in
his final letter as chief executive.

‘Despite what we’ve accom-
plished, it’s clear to me that we
need a better vision for our em-
ployees’ success,’ Bezos said in
the letter.

Bezos will remain chairman of
the board after he resigns as
chief executive later this year,
handing control of Amazon to

Andy Jassy of the company’s
cloud services unit.

A contentious unionisation
drive at an Amazon warehouse
in the southern US state of Ala-
bama failed as a vote count
showed a wide majority of work-
ers rejecting the move.

“Bezos’s admission today
demonstrates that what we have
been saying about workplace
conditions is correct,” said Stuart
Appelbaum, president of the
union that vied to represent
Amazon workers.

“But his admission won’t
change anything, workers need a
union - not just another Amazon
public relations effort in damage
control.”

Bezos contended that he took
no comfort in the unionisation
failure. ‘While the voting results
were lopsided and our direct re-
lationship with employees is
strong, it’s clear to me that we
need a better vision for how we
create value for employees,’
Bezos said in the letter.

He rejected news reports that

he said unfairly portray Amazon
workers as ‘desperate souls and
treated as robots’.

‘That’s not accurate,’ Bezos
said.

‘They’re sophisticated and
thoughtful people who have op-
tions for where to work.’

Unions and political leaders
have argued that Amazon em-
ployees face constant pressure
and monitoring, with little job
protection, highlighting the need
for collective bargaining.

Amazon has argued that most
of its workers don’t want or 
need a union and that it already
provides more than most other
employers, with a minimum
US$15 hourly wage and other
benefits.
AFP

Bezos says Amazon needs better ‘vision’

Brussels, Belgium - The ratifica-
tion of the EU’s massive trade
deal with Britain easily cleared a
key hurdle in the European Par-
liament, with MEPs demanding
further reassurances on the
thorny issue of Northern Ireland.

Meeting jointly, the trade and
foreign affairs committees gave
their approval with 108 votes in
favour, one against and four ab-
stentions, in a necessary step be-
fore a full session of parliament
votes on the ratification of the
deal.

The EU-UK trade pact has
been provisionally applied since
January 1, after nine months of
tough negotiations and a last-
minute handshake just before
Christmas last year.

The UK parliament has rati-
fied the deal. But European law-
makers were given until April
30th to have their say, with 

tensions simmering over the
consequences of Brexit on
Northern Ireland where violence
has erupted.

Ties between the EU and UK
have not improved since the deal
was clinched, with several cross-
Channel arguments, including
over access to stocks of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine against

COVID-19 pandemic.
MEPs are concerned about a

protocol included in the Brexit di-
vorce deal designed to prevent
the emergence of a ‘hard border’
between Northern Ireland, which
remains part of the United King-
dom, and its EU neighbour, the
Republic of Ireland.

They are linking the outcome

of the border argument with their
decision to carry out the trade
deal’s final ratification, which
needs to take place before the
end of the month or risk sowing
economic chaos.

Lawmakers said political
group leaders will decide this
week whether the ratification will
go to a full vote in time.

“The impact of Brexit has def-
initely real life consequences and
I think the flare-up of violence in
Northern Ireland has made this
abundantly clear,” said MEP
Christian Hansen, who is leading
the trade pact’s ratification.

“While the protocol of North-
ern Ireland is certainly part of 
the complex mix of reasons for
the flare-up, it is up to the UK
government to own up to the
agreement it has co-signed,” he
added.
AFP

EU-UK mega trade deal passes key vote

Jeff Bezos
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Encouraging individuals to chase
their dreams by saving more to
win more, Ahli Islamic has an-
nounced one lucky winner of its
first quarterly draw under the
bank’s Sharia’a-compliant 2021
Qitaf programme. The Ahli Is-
lamic accountholder walked
away with a generous prize
money of RO100,000. 

The draw was held by Al
Wisal FM live stream.

Yousuf bin Salim al Rawahi,
deputy general manager and
head of Ahli Islamic said, “Qitaf
reflects our efforts towards pro-
viding unique savings opportuni-
ties that suit the needs of our
customers, and instill a culture of
savings among them. The
Sharia’a-compliant prize draw
scheme rewards their commit-
ment through quarterly, monthly,
weekly and special event draws.
As a progressive step in this di-
rection, the bank has added new
categories in its new 2021 Qitaf
programme, to provide max-
imised chances of winning for its
customers. 

“Ahli Islamic will continue to
offer innovative and attractive
programs to reward its cus-
tomers, while encouraging them
to adopt positive financial prac-
tices to achieve their goals in the
long term.”

Qitaf prize scheme not only
supports and encourages a cul-
ture of savings among the people
of the sultanate, but also helps

them to invest their capital in
profitable assets, in accordance
to the bank’s criteria that is
based on the Islamic Mudaraba
principles.

Rawahi added, “Ahli Islamic is
on a consistent path of growth,
delivering an innovative portfolio
of products and services, that

meet the needs of its customers
and benefits them in multiple
ways – providing them a finan-
cially sound living, securing 
their future, and enabling their
aspirations. 

“On behalf of Ahli Islamic, I
would like to congratulate the
lucky winner of the first quarterly

Qitaf draw, Abdul Wahid al Mur-
shidi. We hope this prize will help
him achieve his dreams. We also
invite our customers to continue
saving to have greater opportu-
nities to win.”

Qitaf account holders are eli-
gible to participate in the draws
if they maintain an average min-

imum balance of RO50 for chil-
dren dedicated draws and
RO100 for monthly and weekly
draws. 

However, the minimum eligi-
bility criteria for the quarterly
draw is RO1,000. The Qitaf cash
prize is decided through a draw
system, subject to criteria set by
the bank.

The 2021 Qitaf scheme will
reward an increased number of
customers with prizes totaling
more than RO1,250,000, across
its branches in the sultanate.
Qitaf account holders automati-
cally enter the main categories 
of draws. 

A dedicated children’s weekly
prize draw have three winners
from each branch rewarded with
RO50 each; and another two
general category winners from
each branch winning RO250
each on a weekly basis.

In addition to the grand quar-
terly prize draw in March, June,
September and December, in
which the bank rewards four
lucky winners with a total prize of
RO400,000, the bank also con-
ducts monthly draws within
eight months of the year and of-
fers cash prizes totaling
RO160,000, distributed equally
among eight winners
(RO20,000 each). 

The bank announces all de-
tails of the Qitaf prize scheme 
on its website and social 
media pages.

One winner gets RO100,000
in Ahli Islamic’s Qitaf draw

Oman Air announced that its ex-
panded codeshare cooperation
with Qatar Airways offers Oman
Air guests the flexibility to fly to
ten destinations in the USA with
the ease and convenience of-
fered by connecting flights in
Doha, Qatar. 

Now within easier reach from
Muscat are New York (JFK),
Houston (IAH), Chicago (ORD),
Philadelphia (PHL), Los Angeles
(LAX), Miami (MIA), Dallas
(DFW), Boston (BOS), San Fran-
cisco (SFO), and Washington,
DC (IAD). 

Oman Air chief executive of-
ficer Eng Abdulaziz al Raisi com-
mented on Oman Air’s growing
commercial cooperation with
Qatar Airways as a win-win for
both carriers, offering greater
flexibility and seamless connec-

tivity for business and leisure
travellers flying between Muscat
and the USA.

“Our enhanced codeshare
agreement with Qatar Airways,
an airline with remarkable reach
and reputation around the world,
facilitates travel between Oman
and some of the most celebrated
cities in the US while at the same
time offering travellers from
North America an easy way to
connect to Oman’s breathtaking
beauty, rich and diverse culture,
and authentic hospitality.” 

Commercial cooperation be-
tween Oman Air and Qatar air-
ways began in 2000 with the
aim to significantly increase the
number of destinations. To date,
Oman Air guests can fly to 66
additional points on the Qatar
Airways’ network. 

Fly to US with
Oman Air and
Qatar Airways

Tally Solutions, an international
business management software
provider, recently hosted a vir-
tual event ‘Ask the Expert’ to ad-
dress queries on Value Added
Tax (VAT) in Oman. Industry ex-
perts in the region were present
to share insights and develop-
ments, as well as prepare the
business community for the up-
coming changes in the most ef-
fective way. 

The session moderated by
Vikas Panchal, business head-
Middle East, Tally Solutions, wit-
nessed the presence of industry
and subject matter experts like
Aastha Rangan, FCA director -
VAT Advisory Crowe Oman,
Santosh Kumar, FCA CFO,
Oman Refreshment Company
and Manoharan Palerichal, CEO,
founding partner Emirates Char-
tered Accountants Group. 

The discussion was attended
by several small and medium
business owners and focused on
resolving queries around VAT
registration processes, difference

between the VAT in Oman as
compared to other GCC coun-
tries, its long-term impact on
business community, an evalua-
tion post implementation, etc. 

The attendees also engaged in
a one-on-one conversation with
the experts to clarify queries re-
lated to VAT. 

Vikas Panchal, business head
- Tally Solutions said, “Imple-

mentation of VAT will impact the
finances and day to day opera-
tions, and it is important that
business owners and entrepre-
neurs have comprehensive
knowledge on the subject. 

“We are relentlessly working
towards educating them on the
subject and providing right tech-
nology so they can seamlessly
transition to the new regime.
Over the next few months, our
aim will be to assist them, in this
journey through several such
events, knowledge camps, webi-
nars etc.”

While the experts addressed
several doubts of the audience,
Tally emphasised on the role of
technology in being compliant
and simplifying the daily busi-
ness operation for enhanced pro-
ductivity. 

The company has recently
launched its VAT ready software
TallyPrime, with an aim to assist
the Oman business owners to-
wards an easy transition to the
new tax regime. 

TallyPrime is available for pur-
chase through Tally’s strong net-
work of partners on the ground
who are trained on VAT compli-
ance or by visiting their website
at www.tallysolutions.com 

Tally has been present in the
GCC for over a decade which has
enabled them to get a thorough
understanding of the businesses
and their requirements. 

With the roll out of VAT in
Oman, the company is hosting
several educational events and
webinars like Oman VAT Sum-
mit, VAT Chalk-Talk, etc with
subject matter experts to resolve
any apprehension of the busi-
ness owners. 

The company is committed to
help Oman make a smooth tran-
sition to the new tax regime and
remain VAT compliant. 

Tally has focused on generat-
ing a high level of awareness on
the significant developments
surrounding VAT not only in
Oman, but also in the UAE,
Bahrain and KSA.

Tally Solutions simplifies implementation
of VAT for business community in Oman Well-known Omani business

conglomerate - Mohsin Haider
Darwish’s (MHD) ACERE cluster
announced that it has forayed
into a new line of business with
‘Auto Expert’, an advanced diag-
nostic training and development
centre, which has been launched
with the aim to become a one-
stop-shop for scheduled mainte-
nance, service and repairs of all
kinds of vehicles.

Located in Azaiba next to
Super Plaza, Auto Expert offers
quality services at cost effective
prices keeping in mind the needs
of individual as well as fleet cus-
tomers and their vehicles. The
facility caters to the acessorisa-
tion, detailing, polishing, window
tinting, smart repairs, accident
repairs, and paint jobs for all
kinds of vehicle brands. 

Speaking on the sidelines of
the launch of the facility, Mohsin
Hani al Bahrani, CEO of Mohsin
Haider Darwish’s ACERE division
commented, “With the trans-
portation infrastructure needing
an overhaul; and with new car
sales going up each year, we re-

alise that there is quite a demand
for quality repairs. Today’s vehi-
cle require sophisticated diag-
nostic equipment and trained
technicians to maintain and re-
pair them. The investment in
equipment for this type of tech-
nology and team presents a
great opportunity for us to ag-
gressively market to customers
who want affordable and con-
venient car care and repairs,
through Auto Expert.” 

Some of the services offered
at Auto Expert include Scheduled
Maintenance Service: Engine oil
and filter replacement, Standard
Check point service, Auto Air
condition Service: A/C perform-
ance test, check system pres-
sure, check condenser and
radiator cooling fan operation, in-
spect all A/C components for

wear, leaks and proper operation,
evacuate and recharge system;
Complete Cooling System Serv-
ice: Check all hoses, belts; pres-
sure test system, check heater,
defroster and cooling fan opera-
tion, flush and recycle antifreeze,
correct coolant mixture to a
50/50 mixture, check for leaks.

The facility also provides En-
gine Diagnostic Service: Fuel
pressure test, code retrieval and
vacuum testing; Brake System
(front & rear): Remove and re-
place pads or shoes, resurface ro-
tors or drums; inspect brake line
and components and test parking
brake; Engine Tune Up: Replace
plugs, fuel filter, minor adjust-
ment and scope test if needed;
Transmission Flush: Hook up
flush machine adding flushing
cleaner to transmission,etc.

MHD ACERE launches Auto Expert

The partnership of JAC Motors
and Towell Auto Centre in 2008
has led to a realm of reliable and
luxurious JAC commercial 
vehicles in Oman. Just recently
Towell Auto Centre added an ex-
citing range of JAC passenger
and light commercial vehicles to
their line-up. 

Among JAC’s dynamic range
of vehicles is the power packed,
high octane T8 pick-up. 

Having the slogan of “Get
more done for an unbelievable
price”, the JAC T8 Pick-up 2.0lt
Turbo surely lives up to its repu-
tation. It is available in 2WD or
4WD and in Classic or Luxury
configurations, enabling a pow-
erful, fun-filled performance for
off-road enthusiasts and an ex-
cellent business transport solu-
tion for those living and working

in the sultanate’s cities and 
rural areas. 

Consumers vouch on JAC
T8’s affordability and fantastic
specifications such as Cruise
Control, Bluetooth, 360 degree
camera, Central Locking, Active
Steering and ABS (Anti-lock
Brake System) among others. 

In the T8, owners get the leg-
endary reliability of JAC’s com-
mercial range coupled with its
built to last looks. 

We recently had the pleasure
of hearing from a happy and sat-
isfied T8 customer. 

Majid Hamed al Hasani got
his JAC T8 Pick-up from TAC al-
most three months back. He
uses it for his stable require-
ments that is for carrying horse
feed, water and transporting
horses. 

His JAC T8 is also used during
competitions specifically for car-
rying the horse trailer. 

When asked how his experi-
ence has been with the vehicle,
he said, “ I am extremely satisfied
with my JAC T8. It has excellent
performance and is extremely
powerful, very smooth and ab-
solutely comfortable. 

“My daily usage is rough and I
work with tight schedules; the T8
perfectly accommodates the
same. I am very content and sat-
isfied with the after sales service
of Towell Auto Centre who are
very punctual and organised.
One of T8’s most unique attrib-
utes is that it is economical and
consumes very less fuel. 

“My personal and profes-
sional life both have been ele-
vated courtesy my JAC T8. To

add to all this its elegant design
is super impressive. It is a multi-
purpose product and can be used
for my office needs, family, farm
and leisure .”

Keen to have a look at JAC’s
vehicles? 

Towell Auto Centre would be
thrilled to have you experience
their latest JAC range at one of
their authorised dealerships lo-
cated across the country. 

To find out more about each
model visit www.jacoman.com. 

In Oman, TAC is recognised
as a trusted name in customer
service and a pioneer in the au-
tomobile business since 1972. A
group company of the W J Tow-
ell Group, TAC takes off from the
principle of its parent company
and ensures the easy availability
of high quality motor products.

Happy customer shares his experience with JAC T8 Pick-up 

Vikas Panchal
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Infiniti Oman has extended its
warm wishes to its customers
and members of the community
on the special occasion of Ra-
madan. 

A senior spokesperson at In-
finiti Oman, said, “May this holy
month of Ramadan be a month
full of blessings for all of you. We
wish you and your family peace,
harmony, happiness, good health
and prosperity. 

“We hope this holy month
bring with it abundance of
benevolence, harmony and kind-
ness. We would also like to take
this opportunity to express our
deep gratitude to our customers
for their brand loyalty over the
years.”

He added, “We also urge
upon everyone to observe the
month following the COVID-19
protocols to enable this occasion
to augur health and happiness.
Closely following the guidelines
and recommendations of the
Supreme Committee which su-

pervises developments arising
from the coronavirus, Infiniti
Oman continues to implement
important measures in order to
help prevent the spread of
COVID-19.”

SBA commitment 
SBA is largely committed to sup-
porting Infiniti Oman’s growth in
the sultanate through major em-
phasis on customer satisfaction
and by providing world-class
after-sales services in Oman.
With a national network of more
than 40 showrooms, service
centres and parts outlets, SBA
has further built upon its legacy
of trust, excellent customer serv-
ice and providing value for
money to each of its customers.

About Infiniti
Infiniti Motor Company Ltd is
headquartered in Hong Kong
with representations in 50 mar-
kets around the world. 

The Infiniti brand was

launched in 1989. Its range of
premium automobiles is cur-
rently built in manufacturing fa-
cilities in Japan, the United
States, United Kingdom and
China. Infiniti design studios are
located in Atsugi-Shi near Yoko-
hama, London, San Diego and
Beijing. 

Infiniti is in the middle of a
major product offensive. The
brand has been widely acclaimed
for its daring design and 
innovative driver-assistance
technologies. 

From the 2016 season, Infiniti
is a technical partner of the Re-
nault Sport Formula One team,
contributing its expertise in hy-
brid performance.

More information about In-
finiti and its industry leading
technologies can be found at
www.Infiniti.com. 

You can also follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
LinkedIn and see all our latest
videos on YouTube.

Infiniti Oman extends greetings for Ramadan

Revered as a trusted brand in
dairy and beverages, A’Safwah
has decades of experience in the
local market and has amassed a
large and loyal customer base. Its
premium quality, fresh and
healthy products have been
much loved by consumers, not
just in the sultanate but even
overseas.

As a 100 per cent Omani
company, A’Safwah reserves a
good understanding of the local
market and the preferences of its
people. Interestingly, during Ra-
madan, A’Safwah sees a rising
demand for its fresh laban drinks. 

“We have noticed that con-
sumers generally prefer Fresh
laban, Jeera laban and Laban
Drinks during the period of Ra-
madan and the consumption
goes much higher but each re-
gion has its own preference in
the category of consumption.
We ensure that our wide range
of products reach all parts of the
sultanate so everyone can have a
happy and healthy Ramadan,”
said a company spokesperson. 

A’Safwah lays a keen focus on
promoting a healthy lifestyle
amongst the people. In line with
this, the company has taken var-
ious initiatives to encourage con-

sumers to go for healthier food
options especially during Ra-
madan.

Laban contains several nutri-
tional components and is known
to improve digestive health. It is
one of the best summer drinks
that one can have, not only be-
cause it cools the body, but it
also helps get rid of the general
discomfort and dehydration
caused by the loss of water and
fluids due to fasting or sweating.

Commenting further on
healthy food consumption,
spokesperson said, “During if-
tars, it is essential to hydrate the
body and replenish its elec-
trolytes. Instead of opting for
fizzy drinks that are high on

sugar, go for fresh juices. Yo-
ghurts and labans are good for
suhoor, as they keep your body
cool through hot summer days.”  

A’Safwah has 100 per cent
sugar-free juices in apple and or-
ange flavours that are not just re-
freshing but also offer a
significant number of nutritional
benefits. A’safwah’s 100 per cent
orange juice contains a huge
amount of Vitamin C and A, both
of which work as an antioxidant
in the body, cleansing it from tox-
ins. Orange juice contains folate,
which is one of the B vitamins,
and which supports in the
process of making red blood
cells, that enhance blood circula-
tion in the body.

Make healthier choices this
Ramadan with A’Safwah Mustafa Sultan Exchange Co

LLC, one of Oman’s oldest and
leading money exchange houses,
inaugurated a new branch in
Misfah. The new branch was in-
augurated by Akber Mustafa
Sultan, vice chairman of the
Mustafa Sultan Enterprises
group. With this, the branch net-
work of Mustafa Sultan Ex-
change in the Sultanate of Oman
stands at 20.

Speaking on the occasion,
Akber Mustafa Sultan, said, “We
are glad to have our presence in
Misfah and become a part of
Oman’s development under the
2040 vision of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.”

Cherishing the long-standing
partnership with State Bank of
India, he also expressed happi-
ness at the strong commitment
of State Bank of India in support-
ing the exchange’s services in
Oman. 

Commenting on the opening,
Rajeev Sharma, Group CEO,
Mustafa Sultan Enterprises said,
“The opening of this branch gives
me immense satisfaction. It
brings us closer to our customers
and gives us the opportunity to
offer them a best-in-class service
experience. This is has been our
topmost priority since the com-
mencement of our operations in

1988. We remain committed to
delivering happiness to our cus-
tomers and their families back
home.”

K J Prabu, general manager,
Mustafa Sultan Exchange added,
“A branch in Misfah has been
long overdue for us. With this
addition, we are now a step
closer to our valuable customers
in Misfah and the surrounding
area.” Prabu also highlighted the
company’s commitment to-
wards customer service and fair
business practices whilst ensur-
ing strict compliance to the
COVID-19 precautionary meas-
ures laid by the government.

The Misfah branch comple-
ments the group’s vision to pro-
vide safe and reliable remittance
and currency exchange services
with added value and conven-
ience to its customers. In addi-
tion to the convenient payment
solutions available at the
branches, the new branch is also
equipped with Flash Services
that allows Instant Credit to ben-
eficiary accounts in India,
Bangladesh and Pakistan to
name a few.

Managed by India’s largest
bank the State Bank of India,
Mustafa Sultan Exchange offers
fast and reliable remittance serv-

ices worldwide and foreign ex-
change services through Direct
Drawing arrangements with
major banks and partners in
countries like India, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and
the Philippines. 

The relationship has now en-
tered into its 33rd year which
clearly speaks volumes of the
mutual trust and understanding. 

Mustafa Sultan Exchange is
also working on its mobile app
which will have various features
including instant online transac-
tions, payment tracking in real
time and payment history,
among others. 

Mustafa Sultan Exchange opens in Misfah 

Qatar Airways is delighted to ex-
tend its tradition of celebrating
the customs of the holy month of
Ramadan with passengers on
board by offering bespoke Iftar
meal bags, consisting of Middle
Eastern delicacies to break their
fast during this holy month.

The Iftar bag, designed in-
house, is a colourful modern ex-
ecution of an Arabic pattern that
you may see within a Fanous.
The Fanous has become a popu-
lar symbol to represent the holy
month as it adds to the magical
and serene atmosphere that one
experiences during this time. 

Each bag contains a selection
of sweet and savoury delicacies
that will be offered on selected
routes across Algeria,
Bangladesh, Djibouti, Egypt,
India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia and the
United Arab Emirates.

On flights departing from
Doha, the Iftar bag will contain a
bottle of water, fresh Laban,
Medjool Dates, Chicken
Musakhan Wrap, Falafel Wrap
and Baklava. For inbound flights
to Doha, passengers will be of-

fered the same selection with a
Chicken Shawarma and a
Muhammara Wrap.

Qatar Airways group chief ex-
ecutive, Akbar al Baker, said,
“With heart-warming greetings,
we wish all our passengers Ra-
madan Kareem. We are de-
lighted to invite all our
passengers this holy month, to
share an iftar meal together on
board. The holy month of Ra-
madan is an important time for a
great number of our customers,
and we are excited to provide a
service that is tailored to the
needs of those who are fasting.” 

Travelling between time
zones can be challenging for the
fasting travellers; thus Qatar Air-
ways cabin crew will make an
announcement before the com-
mencement of this service and

serve the Iftar meal bags at the
appropriate time during the
flight.

Passengers at Hamad Inter-
national Airport can also experi-
ence the spirit of Ramadan with
a traditional iftar or suhoor at
Qatar Duty Free’s Harrods Tea
Room. Along with the traditional
menus, passengers will be of-
fered dates and laban, tradition-
ally served before iftar and
suhoor during the holy month of
Ramadan. To ensure a contact-
less dining experience, travellers
will be able to digitally access the
iftar and suhoor menu through
their smartphones via QR codes.

Qatar Airways recently be-
came the first global airline in the
world to achieve the prestigious
5-Star COVID-19 Airline Safety
Rating by international air trans-
port rating organisation, Skytrax.
This follows HIA’s recent suc-
cess as the first and only airport
in the Middle East and Asia to 
be awarded a Skytrax 5-Star
COVID-19 Airport Safety Rating. 

For full details of all the 
measures that have been imple-
mented, please visit qatarair-
ways.com/safety.

Qatar Airways introduces 
bespoke iftar meal bags General Automotive Company

(GAC), the official distributors of
Mitsubishi vehicles in Oman, is
offering unbeatable benefits to
customers purchasing an Eclipse
Cross this Ramadan. These in-
clude cash gifts of up to
RO2,800, zero per cent financing
for up to two years, special trade-
in bonuses of up to RO300 and
more. In addition, GAC will be of-
fering six years/unlimited kilo-
metres warranty and roadside
assistance and free registration.

Commenting on the new Ra-
madan Offer, Manoj Ranade,
general manager of GAC, said,
“The Eclipse Cross is a near per-
fect vehicle for families offering a
near perfect balance of space,
practicality, affordability, and
performance. Furthermore, its
range of high-tech safety fea-
tures makes it amongst the
safest vehicles in its class, as well
as amongst the best looking. Our
ongoing Ramadan offer only fur-
ther adds to its appeal.”

Customers who purchase a
Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross during
the Ramadan Offer period, which
is available till June 3, will enjoy a
range of benefits including cash
gifts ranging from a minimum of
RO2,600 up to RO2,800, to-

gether with the option of 0 per
cent interest financing for up-to
two years and trade in bonuses
of up to RO300. Customers 
will also benefit from free regis-
tration for the first year together
with six years/unlimited 
kilometres warranty and road-
side assistance.

The Eclipse Cross is a nimble-
yet-capable CUV that cuts a
striking figure on the road with
signature Mitsubishi styling,
technology and driving confi-
dence. It stands out from the
crowd thanks to its distinctive
coupe-like form, wedge-shaped
profile, strong beltline, sculpted
character line, a steeply forward-
raked rear window distinguished

by a horizontal division across it,
and Mitsubishi's signature Dy-
namic Shield design upfront.

Inside, the cockpit-style inte-
rior of the Eclipse Cross wraps
around the driver for a sporty,
engaging feel. High-grade inte-
rior materials are accented by
piano-black surfaces and lumi-
nous silver accents, which are
now standard on all trim levels. 

Eclipse Cross boasts an avail-
able high-resolution seven-inch
touchscreen monitor, to control
the audio system and other func-
tions. It also offers a full-colour
Head-Up Display (HUD) that
provides the driver with real-time
vehicle information. In the back,
the Eclipse Cross features spa-

cious and comfortable rear seats
that also offer multiple seating
adjustments to accommodate
passengers and/or cargo. It also
features an optional panoramic
dual-pane sunroof with a large
power front glass panel with tilt
and slide capability, which can
open up to 17 inches.

Under the hood, the Eclipse
Cross comes standard with a
1.5lt direct-injection turbo engine
that offers a compelling combi-
nation of drivability, perform-
ance, and efficiency. This turbo
technology provides both strong
torque and better fuel efficiency
with 152 horsepower at 5,500
rpm and 184 lb-ft. of torque at
2,000 rpm. 

Together with its powerful
sporty powerplant, the Eclipse
Cross is available with Mit-
subishi's proprietary, advanced
S-AWC (Super All-Wheel Con-
trol) system to ensure safety and
driving pleasure. The system en-
hances both straight-line stabil-
ity and cornering performance by
precisely controlling the torque
supplied to each of the four
wheels. Beyond the S-AWC, the
Eclipse Cross also sports other
advanced safety technologies in-
cluding intelligent sensors.

Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross comes with benefits
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Washington, US - US President
Joe Biden said on Friday it was
too early to know whether indi-
rect talks underway with Iran
would succeed in reviving a nu-
clear accord.

Biden said the United States
does ‘not think that it's at all
helpful’ that Iran this week
ramped up uranium enrichment,
a move taken in response to sab-
otage on a nuclear facility be-
lieved to have been carried out
by Israel.

“We are nonetheless pleased
that Iran has continued to agree
to engage in discussions,” Biden
said at a joint news conference
with Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga. “I think it’s pre-
mature to make a judgment as to
what the outcome will be, but I
think we're still talking,” he said.

Biden reiterated that he sup-
ported the 2015 agreement ne-
gotiated when he was vice
president but would not make
‘major concessions’ to return to
it. Former president Donald
Trump trashed the agreement -
under which Iran was promised
sanctions relief in return for
major curbs on its nuclear pro-
gram - and instead imposed
sweeping economic punishment
including a unilateral ban on
other nations buying its oil.

Talks in Vienna 
Talks on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme aimed at salvaging a

2015 nuclear deal resumed on
Saturday, a day after Tehran said
it had started producing uranium

at 60 per cent purity.
The Islamic republic had de-

clared it would sharply ramp up

its enrichment of uranium earlier
this week, after an attack on its
Natanz nuclear facility that it

blamed on arch-foe Israel.
The incidents cast a shadow

over talks in Vienna aimed at res-

cuing the nuclear agreement be-
tween Iran and world powers
that then US president Donald
Trump abandoned almost three
years ago.

The European Union said Sat-
urday’s talks would involve EU
officials and representatives
from Britain, China, France, Ger-
many, Russia and Iran. The talks
are aimed at determining which
sanctions the United States
should lift and the measures Iran

has to take to come into compli-
ance with the accord.

The Russian Ambassador to
Vienna, Mikhail Ulyanov, spoke
of ‘slow but steady progress in
the negotiations on restoration of
the nuclear deal’ on Twitter.

Ali Akbar Salehi, head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran, confirmed Iran was now
producing uranium enriched to
60 per cent purity, taking the
country closer to the 90 per cent
level required for use in a nuclear
weapon.

“The enrichment of uranium
to 60 per cent is underway [in
Natanz],” he said, quoted by

Tasnim news agency.
Iran has repeatedly insisted it

is not seeking an atomic bomb,
but at that rate of production, it
could take the Islamic republic
322 days to produce the amount
of 60 per cent enriched uranium
needed to make one bomb,
based on the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA)
criteria.

But this would require Iran to
have a sufficient amount of 20

per cent enriched uranium,
which it does not have, according
to the latest IAEA data.

Tehran has gradually rolled
back its nuclear commitments
since 2019, a year after Wash-
ington withdrew from the ac-
cord and began imposing
sanctions.

The 2015 deal, known for-
mally as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPoA),
gave Iran relief from sanctions in
return for curbs on its nuclear
programme. Under the accord,
Iran had committed to keep en-
richment to 3.67 per cent.
AFP

‘Premature to know if talks will succeed’
Talks on Iran’s nuclear programme resumed on Saturday, a day after it said ‘producing uranium at 60% purity’

Windsor, UK - Queen Elizabeth II
on Saturday led Britain in a one-
minute’s silence in memory of
her late husband, Prince Philip, as
she bid him a final farewell at a
funeral restricted by coronavirus
rules but reflecting his long life of
military and public service.

The 94 year old monarch,
dressed in mourning black and a
black face mask, sat inside St
George’s Chapel at Windsor
Castle, as the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s coffin arrived on a be-
spoke Land Rover which he
designed himself.

A military gun was fired to sig-
nal the start of the solemn tribute,
which was observed in shops,
railway stations and at sporting
events across the country.

The ceremony with just 30
mourners took place entirely be-
hind the castle’s stately walls,

with the public urged to stay
away because of the pandemic.

But small crowds still gathered
in Windsor town centre, and on
the sweeping Long Walk to the
castle gates, behind barriers pa-
trolled by uniformed police.

Ieuan Jones (37) travelled to
the town from his home in the
Welsh capital, Cardiff, and called
Philip ‘a strong man, a true hero
(who) did so much for this coun-
try and the royal family’.

“It’s really a shame that be-
cause of the pandemic we can’t
pay a wider tribute to the excep-
tional man he was,” he told AFP. 

At Buckingham Palace, the
Queen’s central London home,
Cardiff-born chef Santosh Singh
laid purple tulips to mark the end
of an era.

“I love the royals. I think
they’re amazing... It’s sad be-

cause in time, all this will
change,” the 57 year old said.

Ceremonies were earlier held
in Sweden and Denmark, while
birds from the Royal Pigeon Rac-
ing Association were released
from the National Memorial Ar-
boretum in central England. The
Duke of Edinburgh - described by
royals as ‘the grandfather of the
nation’ - died on April 9, aged 99,
just weeks after being released
following a month-long stay in
hospital for treatment of a heart
condition and an infection.

‘Huge void’
Britain’s longest-serving royal
consort was an almost constant
presence at the Queen’s side dur-
ing her record-breaking reign that
began in 1952 as Britain rebuilt
from World War II and as its
global empire began to unravel.

His death, after 73 years of
marriage, has left a ‘huge void’ in
her life, the couple’s second son,
Prince Andrew, said last week-
end. The Queen released a
touching personal photograph of
herself with Prince Philip, both
looking relaxed and smiling in the
Cairngorms National Park in
Scotland in 2003. 

Images of key moments in the
couple's marriage were also
shared on the royal family's so-
cial media accounts, as most
newspapers reflected on her
deep personal loss. 

At the service, the Dean of
Windsor, David Conner, will pay
tribute to Philip’s ‘unwavering
loyalty’ to his wife, who turns 95
next week, the country and the
Commonwealth, as well as his
‘courage, fortitude and faith’.
AFP

Britain falls silent in tribute as Queen bids farewell to Prince Philip

Saint Petersburg, Russia - Rus-
sia’s FSB security service said on
Saturday it had detained a
Ukrainian diplomat, accusing
him of receiving sensitive infor-
mation from a Russian national.

In recent years Russia has de-
tained a number of Ukrainian na-
tionals on suspicion of spying but
the detention of a diplomat is
rare and seen as a sign of sharply
rising tensions.

“A Ukrainian diplomat, a con-
sul of Ukraine’s Consulate Gen-
eral in Saint Petersburg,
Alexander Sosonyuk, has been
detained by Russia’s FSB,” the
security service said in a state-
ment, using the Russian lan-
guage spelling of his name.

He had been detained on Fri-
day, the security service said.

Kiev confirmed the diplomat
had spent several hours in deten-
tion and was now back in the
Ukrainian diplomatic mission.

Russia’s domestic intelligence
agency said Sosonyuk had been
caught ‘red-handed’ during a

meeting with a Russian national
as he sought to receive ‘classi-
fied’ information. 

“Such activity is not compati-
ble with his diplomatic status
and is of clearly hostile nature to-
wards the Russian Federation,”

the FSB said. “In conformity with
international law, measures will
be taken against the foreign
diplomat.”

In Kiev, Ukrainian foreign min-
istry spokesman Oleg Nikolenko
chalked up the incident to raging

tensions between the two coun-
tries.

‘This is yet another provoca-
tion amid Russia’s destabilising
activities,’ he told AFP in a state-
ment.
AFP

Russian security service detains
Ukraine envoy in St Petersburg

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - Eritrea
has acknowledged its troops are
participating in the war in
Ethiopia’s northern Tigray region
but has vowed to pull them out
amid mounting international
pressure.

The first explicit admission of
Eritrea’s role in the fighting came
in a letter posted online on Friday
night by the country’s informa-
tion minister, written by its UN
ambassador and addressed to
the Security Council. 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed sent troops into Tigray in
November to disarm and detain
leaders of the region’s once
dominant political party, the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF).

For months the Ethiopian and
Eritrean governments denied Er-
itreans were involved, contra-
dicting testimony from residents,
rights groups, aid workers, diplo-
mats and even some Ethiopian
civilian and military officials.

Abiy finally acknowledged the
Eritreans’ presence in March

while speaking to lawmakers,
and vowed soon after that they
would leave.

On Thursday UN aid chief
Mark Lowcock told the Security
Council that despite Abiy’s ear-
lier promise, there had been no
evidence of a withdrawal of Er-
itrean troops from the region.

Eritrea’s Information Minister
Yemane Gebremeskel said on
Saturday that Asmara had sum-
moned the UN’s resident coordi-

nator in Eritrea and the local
head of the UN humanitarian co-
ordination office to protest ‘way-
ward practices and fallacious
reports... on basis of opaque net-
works/affiliations with TPLF’.

Abiy declared victory in
Tigray in late November after
federal forces took the regional
capital Mekele, but the TPLF
vowed to fight on and fighting
has continued. 
AFP

Troops in ethiopia’s Tigray
will withdraw, vows eritrea

Displaced children from Western Tigray wait for meal in the school where

they are sheltered, in Tigray’s capital Mekele on February 24 (AFP)

This photo has been released by a journalist with the National Public Broadcaster of Italy covering post-Soviet

world, as he reports the arrest of Alexander Sosonyuk ‘on charges of spying’ on Saturday (@daniloeliatweet)

Members of the King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery ride up the Long Walk to Windsor Castle in Windsor, west of

London, for the funeral of Britain’s Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, on Saturday (AFP)

Abbas Araghchi, the political deputy at Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, arrives at the ‘Grand Hotel Wien’ for a closed door meeting with the diplomats

of the European Union, China and Russia, in the Austrian capital of Vienna on Friday (AFP)

We are nonetheless pleased that
Iran has continued to agree to 
engage in discussions. I think it’s
premature to make a judgement as 
to what the outcome will be
Joe biden



Yangon, Myanmar - Myanmar
junta leader Min Aung Hlaing will
join a special ASEAN summit
next week, the Thai Foreign Min-
istry said on Saturday, his first of-
ficial trip since masterminding a
coup which deposed civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

The February 1 putsch trig-
gered a massive uprising, bring-
ing hundreds of thousands of
protesters to the streets to de-
mand a return to democracy,
while civil servants have boy-
cotted work in a bid to shutter
the junta’s administration.

The military has deployed
lethal force to quell the anti-coup
movement, killing more than 720
people and detaining some 3,100
activists, journalists and dissi-
dents, according to a local mon-
itoring group. 

The international community
has largely condemned the gen-
erals for use of force against un-
armed civilians - imposing
targeted sanctions against top
military brass, their families and
army-linked businesses. 

But regional leaders have
sought to open communications
with the regime, and on Saturday
Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs confirmed that a summit
of Southeast Asian leaders in
Jakarta on Myanmar’s situation
will include the senior general.

“Several leaders have con-

firmed their attendance including
Myanmar’s MAH (Min Aung
Hlaing),” said spokesman Tanee
Sangrat in a message to re-
porters.

The meeting of the ten-coun-
try bloc of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is expected to address
the ongoing crisis in post-coup
Myanmar, and will be on April 24
in Jakarta. The announcement
drew dismay from activists, who
have long beseeched foreign
leaders not to recognise the junta. 

‘#ASEAN do not legitimize
the Myanmar Military junta as a
government by inviting MAH to
attend the summit,’ said promi-
nent activist Wai Wai Nu on
Twitter. ‘(The) Junta is illegiti-
mate and illegal.’

The military has consistently

justified the putsch by alleging
widespread fraud in November's
elections, which Suu Kyi’s party
won in a landslide.

They claim power will be
handed back to a civilian admin-
istration after elections are held
in about a year - though they re-
cently extended the timeline to a
two-year period.

New Year crackdown
Saturday was the first day of
Myanmar’s traditional New Year,
and hundreds in commercial hub
Yangon visited the famed
Shwedagon Pagoda to pray as
soldiers patrolled the streets. 

Leading up to the Buddhist
New Year, the Thingyan festivi-
ties were a sombre affair - a far
cry from previous years when
revellers would take to the

streets for city-wide water fights. 
Instead, activists sloshed

crimson paint in Yangon to sym-
bolise the bloodshed, while pro-
testers wore red across the
country in nationwide demon-
strations. More violence erupted
on Saturday in the central gem-
producing city of Mogok, when
security forces cracked down on
protesters. 

According to an AFP-verified
video filmed by a resident, sol-
diers crouched on a street as
their commanding officer
shouted that he wanted ‘deaths’.

A rescue worker told AFP at
least one had died. “He was shot
in the stomach,” he said, adding
that six others injured had to be
rushed to the hospital. 

Despite the threat of violence,
protesters have continued to
gather across the country in de-
fiance of the junta, carrying
posters demanding for Suu Kyi to
be freed. 

Some demonstrations - like in
Yangon and central Monywa city
- also touted support of the so-
called ‘National Unity Govern-
ment’, a shadow administration
formed by ousted MPs working
in hiding to thwart junta rule. 

“It has been more than 70
days since the coup... we can no
longer see our future and goals,”
said 19 year old Max in Yangon.
AFP

Myanmar junta chief to join ASEAN summit

A file photo of Myanmar military chief General Min Aung Hlaing (AFP)

Islamabad, Pakistan - The
French community in Pakistan is
torn between disbelief, fear and
annoyance in reaction to their
embassy’s call for them to leave
the country after Francophobic
rioting this week by an extremist
party.

Most, it seems, have decided
to stay put.

In a terse three-line email, ac-
companied by the words ‘ur-
gent’, the Embassy in Islamabad
on Thursday recommended its
nationals and French companies
temporarily leave Pakistan, be-
cause of ‘serious threats’.

The email, which did not
specify the nature of the risks,
caused shock and consternation
among the few hundred-strong
French community.

Jean-Michel Quarantotti, who
has taught French at the Ameri-
can school in Islamabad for three
years, was first alerted to the
embassy advisory by a student.

“I won’t hide from you that at
first I felt a little bit of fear, panic,”
he told AFP. “It’s not my first for-
eign country - I did a lot before
arriving in Pakistan - but I was re-
ally shocked. I didn’t expect to go
through this.”

His first thought was to pack
up and leave, but after discussing

the situation with colleagues he
said reason took over from emo-
tion. “The Pakistanis around me
advised me to stay,” he said.
“They told me that they would
protect me.”

“It was very touching to see
the solidarity around me, from
people who told me: ‘We are
here for you, do not worry, we
will defend you’.”

The embassy announcement
came after days of violent
protests orchestrated by the rad-
ical Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) after the arrest in Lahore
on Monday of leader Saad Rizvi,
who had called for a march on
the capital to demand the expul-
sion of the French ambassador.

Four policemen were killed in

the rioting.
AnotherFrench national Julien

- an assumed name because he
does not wish to divulge his iden-
tity - has also chosen to stay put.

“It’s a recommendation, so I
won’t leave,” he told AFP.

He also refused his em-
ployer’s offer to repatriate him to
Europe or put armed guards out-
side his home.

“Anyway, since October, No-
vember, it’s been all ups and
downs. So we’ll wait for it to calm
down,” the Islamabad resident
said. “The watchword is vigi-
lance,” added Laurent Cinot, a
consultant for the World Bank
who arrived in the capital less
than two months ago.
AFP

French nationals in Pakistan
refuse embassy call to leave
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Paris, France - The global
COVID-19 death toll passed
3mn on Saturday as the pan-
demic continues to speed up
despite vaccination cam-
paigns, leading countries like
India to impose new lock-
downs to fight spiralling infec-
tion numbers. 

It is the latest grim milestone
after the novel coronavirus sur-
faced in central China in De-
cember 2019 and went on to
infect more than 139mn people,
leaving billions more under crip-
pling lockdowns and ravaging
the global economy.

An average of more than
12,000 deaths were recorded
globally every day in the past
week, shooting the overall toll
past 3mn at around 0830 GMT
on Saturday, according to an
AFP tally.

For comparison, 3mn people
is more than the population of
Jamaica or Armenia, and three
times the death toll of the Iran-
Iraq war which raged from
1980-1988.

And the pandemic is showing
no sign of slowing down: The
829,596 new infections re-
ported worldwide on Friday is
the highest number yet, accord-
ing to AFP’s tally.

The daily average of 731,000
cases registered over the last
week is also close to being a
record.

India’s capital New Delhi
went into a weekend lockdown
on Saturday as the world’s sec-
ond-most populous nation
recorded 234,000 new cases
and 1,341 deaths.

India now has three times the
daily cases of the United States,
the world's worst-hit nation, and
families are clamouring for
drugs and hospital beds.

Hopes that South Asian
countries might have seen the
worst of the pandemic have
been dashed, with India record-
ing over two million new cases
this month alone and
Bangladesh and Pakistan im-
posing new shutdowns.

Udaya Regmi of the interna-
tional Red Cross said the ‘truly
frightening’ South Asian surge
was a ‘wake-up call to the
world’.

“Vaccines must be available
to everyone, everywhere, rich
and poor to overcome this terri-
ble pandemic,” Regmi added.

Richer countries that have
waged mass inoculation efforts
have seen their virus numbers
plummet. Britain, which has

given 60 per cent of the popula-
tion at least one vaccination
dose, now records around 30
deaths a day - down from 1,200
in late January. 

The virus continues to impact
events elsewhere in the world. 

In Brazil, the country with the
third-highest death toll in the

world, night shifts have been
added to several cemeteries as
diggers work around the clock
to bury the dead.

One of these is Vila Formosa,
the largest cemetery in Latin
America and a showcase for the
lethal cost of the pandemic in
Brazil, where more than

365,000 people have died from
COVID-19. 

“We try not to get upset in
our work, but it is sad, it is a lot
of people,” one of the gravedig-
gers there said after a long
shift.

Despite the high infection
rate, the government of Brazil’s

most populous state Sao Paulo
announced it will allow busi-
nesses and places of worship to
reopen from Sunday.

‘Cautious optimism’
in Europe
But there was better news in Eu-
rope, where some countries are

easing their lockdowns in re-
sponse to not only fatigue, but
falling infection numbers and
progress with vaccinations. 

Italy announced on Friday it
will ease coronavirus restric-
tions for schools and restau-
rants from April 26.

Expressing ‘cautious opti-
mism’, Prime Minister Mario
Draghi said his government was
taking a ‘calculated risk’.

Italy will also allow up to a
thousand spectators at outdoor
events from May 1, when it
eases its stadium fan ban in re-
gions less affected by the coro-
navirus.

In more good news for
Britons after the partial reopen-
ing of society this week, Ger-
many on Friday removed the
United Kingdom from the list of
risk zones for coronavirus infec-
tions, meaning that travellers
will no longer need to quaran-
tine upon arrival.

Spain meanwhile extended
the mandatory quarantine of
passengers arriving from 12
countries in South America and
Africa, including Brazil and
South Africa, over concerns
about more transmissible vari-
ants. 
AFP

Global deaths over 3mn; India cases surge

Relatives and friends offer prayers during the funeral of a COVID-19 victim at a graveyard in India’s capital New Delhi, on Friday (AFP)

Bangkok, Thailand - Hundreds
waited in grim silence at a
Bangkok stadium to get free
COVID-19 tests on Saturday as
a spiraling infection rate gripped
Thailand, on a fourth consecu-
tive day of more than 1,000 new
cases.

The capital appears to be the
epicentre of the kingdom’s third
wave, after infections were
traced back to a nightlife district
earlier this month.

In the past 10 days, the na-
tional infection total has jumped
from 29,900 to more than
40,500 - the sharp increase
probably due to a highly infec-
tious variant of the virus origi-
nally found in Britain.

“Nearly 10,000 new cases

were found within this week,”
said Taweesin Visanuyothin, a
spokesman for Thailand’s
COVID-19 task force.

He added that nearly 12,000
patients were still receiving
treatment in hospitals, including
temporary field sites.

At the stadium testing cen-
tre, health workers in full-body
PPE shepherded people through
a disinfection cabin, and di-
rected them to wait in lines for
the nasal swab. The site - one of
many testing centres across the
city - has capacity to screen up
to 3,000 people per day, for free
under the kingdom’s social se-
curity programme.

“I think this outbreak will be
protracted because (the UK

variant) spreads fast,” said one
woman who received the test,
adding that she was worried

about going outside.
Authorities have instated

inter-provincial travel restric-

tions right before Songkran
new-year festivities this week -
usually a period when Thais va-

cation or return to their home-
towns.

The holiday is also marked by

water fights on the streets, but
Bangkok was quiet this week -
with bars, restaurants and night
markets closed early. 

New restrictions will bite
from Sunday, including a liquor
ban in restaurants and bars,
while entertainment venues will
be shuttered across the country
for two weeks.

Political opponents of Pre-
mier Prayut Chan-O-Cha have
criticised his administration's
handling the virus, and the slow
roll-out of the vaccine - which
has been plagued by delays.

By Saturday, 605,000 doses
of both Sinovac and As-
traZeneca vaccines had been
administered.
AFP

Thousands rush for free tests as Thailand sees spike in numbers

People (left) wait in a queue to get their samples taken, as medical workers (right) take swab samples from others during a mass testing event at a

sport complex, in Thailand’s capital city of Bangkok on Saturday (AFP)

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) party supporters at an anti-France

rally in the Barakahu neighbourhood of Islamabad on April 13 (AFP)

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
You could be extremely emotional today, and this might knock

you for a loop. This isn't what you're usually known for. In fact,

you're far better at expressing ideas than feelings, in public, at

least. But this onslaught of feelings is going to be for nothing 

but the best of reasons. Keep that in mind when you feel your

eyes begin to well up with tears, and don't be embarrassed. 

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Nobody likes shopping as much as you do. That's a proven fact.

You've probably been trying to go easy in that department ever

since the shopping extravaganza you enjoyed last month, but

now it's time to jump back into it and show the world just how

skilled you are at comparing and being in the right place at the

right time to scoop the perfect deal. Oh, stop sighing. 

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to
find all the words 
contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at
least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don’t
count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 
The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 
left, right, on top, bottom, or 
diagonal to each other. 
The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at
one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word
is worth one point, a four letter word is 
worth two points, and so on. 
Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER SUDOKU EASY 
ANSWER

Answers:1: b 2: b 3: d

brEAk
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CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Here's a mixed bag: you're feeling especially secretive and

especially chatty at the same time. There's obviously only one

thing to do, which is find yourself someone you've both confided

in and been a confidant to in the past, sit them down, and ask

them to listen. You're usually the very soul of sympathy, the one

everyone comes to with their problems. Well, it's your turn now.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
What a decision! Do you hang out with the usual suspects, your

tried-and-true friends for years now, or follow your curiosity and

spend some time with a whole new crew? Oh, and let's sweeten

the pot by adding the obvious interest of a certain person who

belongs to that whole new crew? This is where it gets interesting.

Think you've got enough time and energy to spend on both?

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Ready for yet another day of passion, tender whispers, and loving

glances? Sure it's tedious, but you do have your reputation to think

of, so you'll probably do your best and bear up under the pressure

just fine. Oh, and by the way, this is brought to you courtesy of the

stars, who have plenty more of it in store. Sure is rough being you.

Pardon your pals if they're not all that sympathetic to your plight.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
You could be dealing with some changes at work. You'll soon

have the first hint of what's coming up, but don't worry about it.

The worst that could happen is that certain higher-ups have

had their eye on you for a while, and because you've done so

well they want to give you more responsibility. The best that

could happen? A nice, fat raise and a great reason to celebrate.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Starting today, you'll be extremely interested in the welfare of

your family members, the older ones in particular. You'll also

need some time off from the world to prepare for all the time

you'll be spending taking care of them, so you'd better take it

now. Of course, there's a very sensual energy working hard to

get you involved on a more intimate level with someone. 

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
You're in the mood for nothing less than an entirely new

experience, at least one. Along the way, you won't be afraid to

speak your mind to anyone who suggests that you should be

less reckless, regardless of whether they're offended or

shocked by what you say. Oh, well. Anyone who knows you

ought to be used to raising their eyebrows every now and then.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
It's going to be quite a day for you, a delightful one. The fun

starts immediately! Get started on planning that big 

get-together that's been in the back of your mind for weeks. 

And along with your celebratory mood, you should also be

prepared to feel especially rebellious, outrageous, and willing to

shock and amaze the masses. Even more so than usual.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You're due for a big spending spree. No, that's not your 

usual style, and you're not known for being an impulse 

shopper either, but for right now that could change. Instead 

of being someone else's minder and reminding them of 

what they "should" be spending their money on, you 

might need to ask someone to monitor you instead.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
You have your hands full. Full of secrets: secret meetings, secret

admirers, and secret conversations. And while the "secret

admirer" part doesn't sound too bad at all, you'll have to be

careful with the rest of it. There's no one more trustworthy than

you, and no one more compassionate. That's a proven fact. But

little does the rest of the world know how passionate you can be.

kIDs colourIng

ACROSS

1 Cabbage

concoctions

6 Cousin of Lars?

10 Urge

15 ___on it: hurry

19 Goddesses of the

seasons

20 Miscellaneous

mixture

21 River of North

Carolina

22 “___ she blows!”

23 Tiny killer virus

24 Half: prefix

25 Nippy dip

26 Ms. Moreno

27 Start of a

borrower’s lament

31 Solo for Scotto

32 Amber quaffs

33 Small dagger

34 Worshippers’

words

35 Shrivel up

37 Yardsticks: abbr.

38 Yule ___

40 Flammable gas

43 Nile royal

44 Bout unit

49 Lament continues

53 CafО cup

54 Pare

55 Williams, et al.

56 Litter

57 JFK abbr.

58 Powerfully built

59 Reagan’s Star

Wars plan

60 Compel by force

61 Skewed

63 Unstable particles

65 French avenues

68 Comic’s Abner

71 Aids at a heist

73 Stats of Ali

76 Tasty dish

77 Ancient pharaoh

78 Author Jaffe

79 It’s ___ thing: easy

winner

81 Lament continues

85 Looks high and low

86 Give off

87 Actress Plummer

88 Compassionate

letters

89 Pleasant

90 Blessing

92 God, to many

96 Recent: comb.

form

97 Comic Johnson

98 USSR news

source

102 End of the lament

107 Orange cover

108 Butler’s lady

109 Pisa money

110 Walled city of

Spain

111 Of a time

112 Tooth: comb. form

113 Singing brothers

114 Chavez or Romero

115 Withered

116 Attack

117 Common ms.

accompaniment

118 Hair piece

DOWN

1 “Come Back,

Little ___”

2 Of a rounded part

3 Mac’s starchy

finish?

4 Easily won

contests

5 Ross and Red

6 Register words

7 Gridiron count

8 Rickey citruses

9 Defile

10 Ramifications

11 Victor at

Gettysburg, et al.

12 Beat

13 Former pump ltrs.

14 Fall faller

15 Thurmond

16 Friends’ pronoun

17 Consumed

18 Implores

28 Kind of nut

29 Bone: comb. form

30 Attraction unit

36 Belgium river

37 In a foxy way

38 Ms. Lane

39 Not in

40 Feminine finish

41 Thomas’s “___

Girl”

42 “___ Tramp”:

Peggy Lee tune

43 B-G connection

44 Fundamental skill

45 Challenges

46 Ski lift

47 Badger St.

48 “Sign ___ Times”:

old tune

50 Sporting blade

51 Annoying ones

52 Math letters

58 Clear tables

60 Kind of lettuce

61 Mister, in Madrid

62 Vietnamese

co-Nobelist

64 Hatch’s state

65 Hertz rival

66 Time’s business

partner

67 ___ course: set

sail

69 Skater Midori

70 Exist fruitlessly

71 Musical Shaw

72 Footwear

73 Baseball’s Bowie

74 Toward the mouth

75 ___ precedent

77 On ___: as a

gamble

79 Bullets and such

80 Begin again

82 FedEx competitor

83 Host

84 Like some

mansards

89 Close at hand

90 Brethren, in Brest

91 Relax, troops!

92 Actor Lew ___

93 River at Orleans

94 Moon-related

95 Confound

96 Vocalize, in a way

97 Soul

99 Get up

100 Mr. Marner

101 Headliners

103 Dozes

104 See 16 Down

105 “Oh, dear”

106 Reality

D
M
T

I

E

A
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
It's going to be a fun-filled time for you as of right now. The stars

are making you a lot more willing to try something new. Of

course, you've never needed much prodding in that department,

so you'll be even more fiery, hotheaded and impulsive for the

duration. Yes, that really is saying something, and yes, you'll

enjoy it, especially now that you've got a legitimate excuse.

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (APRIL 15)

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. Which amongst the follow-
ing has the lowest metabolic
rate of oxygen consumption
(mm3/g hour)?
a. Dog
b. Elephant
c. Horse
d. Man

2. Which of the following
causes Poliomyelitis?
a. Dengue virus
b. Enterovirus
c. Mumps virus
d. Rhabdovirus

3. Where is the BARC’s 
Research Centre?
a. Variable Energy Cyclotron
Centre, Kolkata
b. Nuclear Research Lab, Kash-
mir
c. High Altitude Research Lab,
Gulmarg
d. All of the above
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Hubert Vaz

Indian artists in Oman are keeping the lamp
of art burning bright, despite the spate of 
restrictions in movement in view of the pan-
demic, and have put together the fourth 
installment of their virtual art exhibition series,
titled Figure it out, which will open for viewing
at 7pm on April 24.

Curated by senior Indian artist in Oman,
Tarini Agarwal, this exhibition features the
works of 16 different figurative artists and
comprises a mixed bag of delightful depictions
of an array of human sentiments and emo-

tions on canvas.
“Figurative art is a form of artwork that has

existed for thousands of years in cultures all
around the world. It can be made in any media
and in a variety of styles. The heart of this ex-
hibition is taken from the 1500 era of the his-
tory of art,” says Agarwal.

She further added, “Most of our group of
artists work in realism. This exhibition is an ef-
fort of the bravehearts who are ready to ex-
periment and explore, and push their art
practice to unknown levels. It’s been a giant
leap of faith, where the process of creating
and playing has over ridden the end product.”

Acknowledging Agarwal's effort in curating
this exhibition, Sushmita Gupta, convenor of
the group, added, “A huge applause to Tarini
Agarwal for taking us all on a journey of self
exploration and self discovery. Some of us felt
satisfaction and some, perhaps, defeat. But
then, only when we face challenges do we
break barriers. Only when we break barriers
do we grow. Like with anything in life, where
we put our focus and where we put our effort,
we expand. So it is with art.”

(Reproduced below are the works of six
artists. The works of the rest can be viewed  at
the virtual exhibition from Saturday.)

FIGURE IT OUT
VIRTUAL ART

Figurative art is a form of artwork that has existed
for thousands of years in cultures all around the
world. It can be made in any media and in a variety
of styles. The heart of this exhibition is taken from
the 1500 era of the history of art
TARINI AGARWAL
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Aneesha B S
Frontliner
I've dedicated my figurative painting
to the medical professionals, who
sacrificed everything in the time of
this pandemic. It is understood that
many health care workers stayed
away from their families for months,
this painting is a tribute to all those on
the frontline against the invisible
enemy which took more than 2.5mn
lives worldwide. 

Elizabeth Davis
Come play with me
During the pandemic, many children
have had no one to play with them.
Here, a little girl asks her shadow to
play with her. There is a hint of surre-
alism in the painting as the shadow
instead of mimicking the figure, raises
the opposite hand.This painting is in-
spired from my little granddaughter.

Showbi Nowshad
Lost souls
In my figurative painting, I chose to
portray the harsh and cruel looks,
words and actions, a woman faces
throughout her lifetime, from her first
breath to her last. I hope through my
art, I can spread awareness of the is-
sues women face, which are often ig-
nored or considered as normal by
society.

Shalini Varma
Out of the Blue 
This painting was created as I started
playing with colours of my choice on
the canvas. Blue created a mood and
seemed to have aroused an emotion.
Shapes and forms arose and 'out of
the blue' my muse started appearing.
Blue is associated with imagination,
inspiration, tranquillity and balance of
self-expression. 

Tarini Agarwal
Rising above the noise
Today we are drowned by informa-
tion and an overload of data about the
pandemic and its effects on the
world. The back and forth in informa-
tion is creating deep and underlying
fear, frustration and confusion. Here,
I’m trying to show an effort by us to
rise above the negative towards light
and make positive shifts in the cur-
rent world situation.

Sushmita Gupta
The empty boat 
I used the 'empty boat' metaphor lit-
erally to convey the famous Chinese
philosopher Chuang Tzu's teaching
on the blame game.  Here's a girl
wading through dark waters who her-
self is kind and learns not to blame
anybody for her miseries, whatever
they be.
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Hubert Vaz

T
he Art & Soul Gallery in water front
mall, in Qurm, currently has a unique
solo exhibition of iranian-Australian
artist, Dr nasser Palangi, on display. the
exhibition, titled oriental Memory,

which is on from April 14 to 25, features his latest
paintings depicting thought-provoking images of
his varied experiences in the Middle east over the
past few decades. 

A comprehensive, fully-illustrated, art book titled
oriental Memory has been released on the occa-
sion. the book includes artwork about life and tra-
ditions in oman, Yemen, Syria, lebanon, iran,
Sudan, and egypt. last evening, Dr. Palangi deliv-
ered an inspiring 'Art talk' at the gallery reviewing
his artworks and providing inspiring insights into
contemporary art the way he views it. on april 22,
he will be sharing the essence of his work and phi-
losophy in an ‘invite-only’ private workshop organ-

ised by the gallery.
through oriental Memory, Dr Palangi explores

the theme of expressionism and figurative art in-
spired by his sojourns in different countries in the
Middle east, including oman. in his work, the pop-
ular artist and lecturer seeks inspiration from the liv-
ing – the movement of life forces through brush
strokes and colours - the transience of people, her-
itage and culture. 

Dr Palangi's artistic style is quite unique in its
content as well as format. it transcends borders,
bridging Persian poetic vision with western expres-
sionism. he transcribes the essence of his being
onto the canvas with bright flashes of colours and
forms. in some of his works, he places himself at the
centre, rather than the edge, of the canvas. 

“every family and country has its own heritage,
history, objects, patterns and culture. i try to create
the personal vision to tell the Middle east’s visual
stories by using mixed media techniques to bring
heritage and history to life.

these artworks have been created to offer audi-
ences insights into the nature of memory and how
it might be articulated via heritage, history, everyday
life and family stories,” says Dr Palangi, adding, “i
will continue with the process of travel and research
looking for information related to the collections of
forms and colours in the Middle east, applying pat-
terns and concepts, selecting the forms and colours,
to explain aspects related to heritage and everyday
life in the Middle east.

Dr Palangi has been a distinguished and influen-
tial teacher of contemporary iranian art for many
years. he was the founder and director of the Private
university of Visual Arts at the university of Art -
Sureh and the Shahed Art college. he has also been
the author of many educational books and videos
including 'the Method of creative imagination' and
'the Method of Artistic Anatomy' which are sources
of teaching in the art faculties in iran. he currently
works as an associate professor, teaching visual arts
at the Scientific college of Design in Muscat.

H H Afra Talal Tarik al Said, artist and art collector, who inaugurated the
exhibition on April 14, in her speech on the occasion, noted that Dr Palangi
follows simple principles that have unity, contrast, shape, emphasis, move-
ment, repetition and rhythm, which give an idea that 'he loves sharing, and
has a soul connection with life.'

“we’ve all heard someone say, 'God works in mysterious ways...' i con-

sider myself lucky to have crossed paths with Dr nasser Palangi. i’ve noticed
some incredible detailed artwork at the stall that he had painted, and no-
body can deny that his passion is on another level. his pencil, paint brush
strokes and shadows bring life to his work, as if composing music in his
mind, like a melody that takes you back in time and walks you through this
journey of mystery, beauty, and form,” she observed.

Oriental MeMOry

What is the theme of the exhibition and what
message does it convey to the viewer?
the subject of my exhibition is the people, traditions and lifestyles in the
Middle east. i try to re-imagine how people relate to themselves and their
culture and their customs using different colours, textures, and different
techniques, with a visual poetic expression. i paint in different layers in my
paintings.

this exhibition consists of a collection of works that will be exhibited for
the first time in oman, while the book consists of my previous and recent
works. My effort is to show the rich culture and heritage of the Middle east. 

In your career as an artist and lecturer, what
has been the most fulfilling moment?
over the last 20 years, i have painted more than 200 paintings. As an artist
who has been in the Middle east for many years, and traveled the world, i
have portrayed figures of wars, immigration, loneliness, happiness, tradi-
tions, heritage, separation, customs and more which express the feelings,
emotions and mood of the people, especially in the Middle east, which has
long involved all the people of the world.

i have tried to use a style of expressionism to express my feelings on
this subject and to show the creation of stillness and movement using visual
elements as well as human beings in the context of time and place, forms,
colours, and textures which represent an unintended algebra of human con-
ditions today. 

As a teacher, with thirty years of experience teaching art in different
countries, it was the most beautiful feeling to witness the flourishing of my
students' artistic talents. for an artist, the most glorious moment is when
a work of art is created. in fact, an artist creates artworks and artwork create
the artist, at the same time."

What is your opinion about the evolution of art
in the middle east and, in particular, Oman?
today's modern world needs spirituality. Perhaps the task of today's artist
is to achieve contemporary spirituality by discovering the magic of spiritu-
ality in ancient art, and reusing it in the modern world.

one of the aims of Middle eastern artists is to pay attention to their 
own identity. Middle eastern art has always been influential to the world
in these works.

the art movement in the Middle east has been developing rapidly for
more than two decades, and as a new phenomenon in world contemporary
art, it has found a new place. Middle eastern artists have presented their
work in museums and galleries around the world.

How do you view Oman as a conducive environ-
ment for art and artists?
in my opinion, oman needs to create spaces suitable for international stan-
dards in order to display the works of artists and art education at different
levels of education, whether in schools and universities or in institutions of
international standard.

Do you have any unfulfilled ambitions?
As an artist, i pursue and my artistic aspirations, dreams, and goals, and
sometimes i have achieved them. Between 1985 till 1999, i have coordi-
nated three art museums and two private art colleges in iran, besides pub-
lishing art educational books and videos. in 2001-2005, i had started the
Memory Mural Painting Movement in canberra, Australia, besides many
other ventures. 

in oman, i have started the Method of creative imagination classes 
and Art projects with new art ideas and projects, events and exhibitions.
this will be announced soon. i will continue to work towards this, so that
audiences get acquainted with more artistic issues and artistic movements
in oman.  

In an exclusive interview with 
Muscat Daily, Dr Nasser Palangi reveals
the essence of his flair as an artist 

Algebra via art

Soul connection with life



FORMUla OnE
EMilia ROMaGna GP
Imola, Italy - Lewis Hamilton
claimed his 99th career pole 
position in qualifying on Saturday
for the Emilia Romagna Grand
Prix, with Red Bull's Sergio Perez
starting alongside the 
seven-time world champion's
Mercedes at Imola, Italy.

Max Verstappen, runner-up
to Hamilton at the season-open-
ing race in Bahrain last month,
will begin third on the grid in the
other Red Bull as the top three
were separated by less than 
one-tenth of a second.

"The day's been great 
obviously," said Hamilton. 

"I definitely didn't expect us to
be ahead of the two Red Bulls.
They've been so quick this 
weekend.

"There were times when they
were six-tenths ahead and we
didn't really know where we'd be.
But the car was already feeling a
lot better from the beginning this
weekend."

"I knew going into qualifying
and especially that last lap, it was
going to take something special,"
he added. 

"It really had to be the most
perfect lap and a little bit more to
beat the Red Bulls because they
really have been so fast all 
weekend. And I didn't honestly
know whether we could do it."

Ferrari's Charles Leclerc 
qualified in fourth ahead of Pierre
Gasly, Daniel Ricciardo and
Lando Norris, who was heading
for second but had his lap time

deleted for exceeding track 
limits.

Hamilton's Mercedes 
teammate Valtteri Bottas could
only manage eighth, with 
Esteban Ocon and Lance Stroll
rounding out the top-ten. 

Carlos Sainz failed to make it
to Q3 and will start in 11th position
in the second Ferrari.

Two-time former world
champion Fernando Alonso was
a disappointing 15th, six places
behind Alpine teammate Ocon.

Hamilton edged out Perez by
0.035 seconds, the Mexican in
turn sneaking ahead of 
Verstappen by 0.052sec in just
his second race with his new
team.

"I didn't expect to be here but
I should have been on pole - I did
a mistake on my final corner, but
tomorrow is what matters," said

Perez, after securing his best
qualifying position to date ahead
of a 193rd Grand Prix start.

Japanese rookie Yuki 

Tsunoda, who impressed by
coming ninth on his F1 debut in
Bahrain, planted his Alpha Tauri
into the wall coming out of a 
chicane in Q1 and will set off
from the back on Sunday.

"First of all, the body feels OK
- no issues," said the 20 year old
Tsunoda.

"Just pushing too much in
entry. I had massive instability in
entry, massive slap and couldn't
control that car and just spun
into the barrier. 

"The car was amazing and it
was just a huge mistake. Really
sorry for the team, and I'm just
going to have to come back 
tomorrow."
AFP
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HaMilTOn EaRnS 
99TH CaREER POlE 

Mercedes' British driver Lewis Hamilton drives during the qualifying session on the eve of the Emilia Romagna F1 GP in Imola, Italy, on Saturday (AFP)

Tsitsipas meets Rublev in final
MOnTE CaRlO MaSTERS
Monaco - Stefanos Tsitsipas  of
Greece defeated Britain’s Dan
Evans 6-2, 6-1 in the semifinals of
the Monte Carlo Masters on 
Saturday and will face Andrey
Rublev of Russia for the title.

Fourth seed Tsitsipas needed
just over an hour to dispatch
Britain's Evans, who knocked out
world No 1 Novak Djokovic in the
last-16.

Tsitsipas has yet to drop a set

in Monte Carlo this week and is
through to his third Masters
1000 final. 

He finished runner-up in
Canada in 2018 and Madrid the
following year.

"I am indeed pleased with the
performance," said Tsitsipas. 

"I found ways to play at my
best. It was really difficult to
maintain my level of consistency
and I am really happy I managed
to deal with all the different 

moments during the match."
"It's a dream of mine to be

playing in the final," he added.
Rublev beat unseeded 

Norwegian Casper Ruud 6-3, 
7-5 to advance to his first 
Masters 1000 final, ensuring
there was no letdown after his
elimination of 11-time champion
Rafael Nadal in the quarterfinals.

"It is an amazing feeling. It is
my first (ATP Masters 1000)
final, so I am really happy," said

Rublev.  "We will see what is
going to happen. I will try to do
my best."

Rublev trailed by a break in
both sets but recovered to beat
Ruud for the fourth time in as
many attempts.

Ruud, 22, knocked out 2019
winner Fabio Fognini to make the
last four in Monte Carlo 24 years
after his father Christian had
reached the quarterfinals.
AFP

PORTUGUESE MOTOGP
Portimao, Portugal - France's
Fabio Quartararo, on a
Yamaha, claimed the 
qualifying honours in style in
Portimao on Saturday to take
pole for the Portuguese 
MotoGP with returning 
six-time world champion
Marc Marquez on the second
row of Sunday's grid.

Marquez has wasted no
time getting back in the thick
of things nine months after
his crash in the Spanish
Grand Prix which ruled him
out of the entire 2020 
season, and the first two
races this year.

Quartararo, winner of the
Doha MotoGP last time out,
secured the 11th pole of his 
career with a new lap record
time of 1min 38.862sec, at
the main expense of Alex
Rins (Suzuki) and early
championship leader Johann
Zarco (Ducati-Pramac).

Honda star Marquez
shares the second row with
Ducati's Australian rider Jack

Miller and Italian Franco
Morbidelli for the Yamaha-
SRT team. Italian Francesco
Bagnaia had set the quickest
time but he had his lap wiped
off the time sheets because
of a yellow flag warning after
a Miguel Oliveira crash, leav-
ing Quartararo to suggest
that 'it doesn't feel like pole'
and Bagnaia down in 11th.

The third row is occupied
by the Aprilia of Aleix Espar-
garo, Luca Marini, the half-
brother to Valentino Rossi,
and defending champion
Joan Mir. Rossi qualified in
only 17th. Honda-LCR's 
Japanese rider Takaaki 
Nakagami (Honda-LCR)
skipped qualifying after his
crash on Friday in practice
and will determine if he is
race fit on Sunday morning.

Saturday practice was
marred by a sickening crash
that saw Jorge Martin (Pra-
mac Racing) stretchered off
the track straight to hospital
for further medical checks. 
AFP

Mercedes' Lewis Hamilton reacts after the qualifying session on Saturday

French rider Fabio Quartararo competes during the MotoGP

qualifying session of the Portuguese MotoGP on Saturday (AFP)

Quartararo clinches 
pole in record time,
Marquez returns

Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece Andrey Rublev of Russia



SOutH AFRiCA vS pAkiStAN
FOuRtH t20i
Centurion,  South  Africa  -  It
might have hung in the balance
for longer than was necessary,
but that made Pakistan's T20I
series win in South Africa all the
more pleasing for captain Babar
Azam. 

When Mohammad Nawaz
smacked a six to square leg with
two balls to go on Friday, it
sealed for Pakistan a rare double
- ODI and T20I series wins in
South Africa.

"I'm very happy with how the
team performed," Azam said
after the game. 

"It was a complete team effort
rather than a one-man show. The
way we started the one-day 
series was testament to that. The
way Fakhar [Zaman] performed
stood out obviously, but I think
we should pay credit to the
bowlers, too.

"This might have been a 
batsman-friendly series, but
overall, the bowlers did a decent
job. The only thing missing was
early wickets up top, but the way
we kept coming back was 
outstanding, and you have to
credit the bowlers for that. There
are some mistakes that we need
to rectify, but day by day when
you keep working on your flaws,
your results invariably improve."

The 3-1 scoreline may look
commanding, but Azam 

admitted there was still work to
do on certain aspects of 
Pakistan's game. 

This looked like the most 
one-sided contest of the tour half
an hour before the finish, with
Pakistan having racked up 92
runs in the first nine overs for the
loss of just one wicket, needing
just 53 in the final eleven.

What should have been a
cakewalk, though, turned into a
scrap once Zaman and Azam fell

in quick succession. The next six
wickets fell for 37 runs as 
Pakistan's middle order crum-
pled in the face of pressure, and
a game that should have been
wrapped up long before time
headed into the final few 
deliveries. Azam defended the
middle order from criticism,
though, saying quick wickets
changed the game's dynamics
instantly.

"We were disappointed when

so many set batsmen got out,
which put pressure on the 
middle order. Lots of wickets fell,
and we just needed some 
partnerships, which 
unfortunately didn't happen.
Throughout, the match went
well, the bowlers were in control,
and we kept then under control
in the powerplay and restricted
them at the end to just 144.

"We'll get a lot of confidence.
When you win a series against
South Africa in South Africa, that
gives you a boost. We'll have to
learn where we made mistakes
and what we need to work on.
We need to give everyone 
confidence. Not everyone 
performs, but what we need to
do is capitalise on form. Now we
have to go to Zimbabwe and
then the [T20] World Cup, so
the preparation is in full swing.
We're looking to get everything
finalised by the World Cup."

Pakistan's win in South Africa
has no doubt bucked a historical
trend, but it didn't escape 
anyone's notice that South Africa
had to front up without most of
their frontline options. Five 
players are currently in India with
their IPL franchises, while the
hosts were beset with injuries to
a handful of others, with Temba
Bavuma ruled out of the T20I leg
and Rassie van der Dussen only
fit for the final two games. 
Cricinfo

MuMBAi vS HYDERABAD
Chennai,  India  -  Taking 
inspiration from two successive
successful defences of middling
totals at Chepauk, Mumbai 
Indians became the first team in
this IPL to choose to bat and 
defend successfully. 

Their 150 for five landed in the
middle of the 152 and 149 
defended in the two previous
matches, but Jonny Bairstow,
opening this time, threatened to
run away with the game taking
three of the powerplay overs for
52 runs. However, the crafty
Mumbai Indians bowling rallied
around Jasprit Bumrah, who
went without a boundary in his
four overs for the fourth time in
the history of the IPL.

Rahul Chahar broke the back
of the Sunrisers Hyderabad with
three wickets in the middle
overs, and then Trent Boult came
back to wipe off any resistance,
with a little help from Bumrah
again.  

For the Sunrisers, it was an-
other case of Warner-Bairstow
or bust, and not for the first time
since the start of the last IPL. 

Bairstow left the scene with
84 to get in 82 balls, which 
became 61 off 51 balls when
Warner ran himself out, a fourth
captain getting run out taking a
quick single this IPL.

Vijay Shankar, who had taken
two wickets but dropped Kieron
Pollard in the 19th over before Pol-
lard caused the damage, kept the
Sunrisers alive with 28 off 25 but
Bumrah and Boult were too good
in the end on a slow pitch.

Powerplay tussle
On this pitch, you do all your
scoring in the powerplay, but

also be mindful you don't lose
too many wickets trying to do so.
With Quinton de Kock struggling
for his touch, Rohit Sharma took
on the onus of scoring, scoring 31
off 23 in the powerplay. At 53 for
no loss, however, no side could
claim the honours.

Squeeze on
As soon as the field spread, the
game changed completely.
Shankar used the slowness in the
surface to have Rohit caught at
deep midwicket, and did the
catching himself for the 
dangerous-looking Suryakumar
Yadav. 

The Sunrisers didn't mind that

Rashid Khan enjoys a great
match-up against Pollard and
Hardik Pandya. They used him
from overs eight through 12 for
just 17 runs. When Mujeeb Ur
Rahman came on to replace
Rashid, he removed de Kock,
caught at deep midwicket for a
39-ball 40. Mumbai 98 for three
in 14 overs.

Middle-order wobble
Khaleel Ahmed, Rashid and 
Rahman stifled the lower middle-
order. Rahman got Ishan Kishan
caught behind, and Ahmed got
Hardik. Leading up to the last
two balls of the innings, no sixes
had come in the last 27 balls. 

Between them, three of the four
new players, Shankar, Ahmed
and Abhishek Sharma bowled
eight overs for 48 runs and three
wickets.

Pollard, dropped in the 19th

over, finally found a 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar delivery in
his slot and hit it for a six. The last
ball wasn't in the slot but had
enough pace on it for Pollard to
send it over deep midwicket.

Bairstow show
Sunrisers' dropped Wriddhiman
Saha and promoted Bairstow to
the top of the order. It nearly
proved right as he laid into the
New Zealanders, Boult and

Adam Milne. He hit three fours
and four sixes in 15 balls in the
first five overs to lead his team to
55 for no loss in five overs.

Mumbai claw back
Rohit went to Bumrah to close
the powerplay out. He nearly got
Bairstow out with a slower ball,
but a two-run over meant the
Sunrisers still had work to do. 

Unfortunately, though,
Bairstow’s back foot slipped onto
the base of his wicket as he
looked to ramp Krunal Pandya,
making him the fifth Sunrisers
victim out of 13 hit-wicket 
dismissals in the IPL.

Chahar, coming off a star
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Mumbai bowlers excel

hand in Mumbai's win in the last
match, then turned the screw in.
Manish Pandey, for a change, 
eschewed his anchor game, but
with no luck as he hit straight to
long-off for a seven-ball two.
Then Warner went off for the
fateful single with the ball hit
straight to point.

Rohit smartly snuck in two
Pollard overs to exploit the slow-
ness of the surface and provide
insurance should either Boult or
Milne not be able to bowl out.
From the end of the fifth over to
the end of the 14th, only one
boundary came for the Sunrisers,
that too off a top edge. 

The pressure was too much

for an inexperienced middle
order, and Virat Singh and 
Abhishek holed out in Chahar's
last over.

Shankar efforts in vain
With 47 required in five overs
and the fifth bowler's quota
done, Rohit still went to Krunal to
avoid bowling Milne at the end.
Shankar hit two big sixes to keep
the Sunrisers breathing, but
Bumrah's mix of slower balls and
yorkers on the slow pitch raised
the asking rate high enough for
Boult to take advantage of the
batters who had no option but to
hit out at him.
Cricinfo

Chahar, Boult, Bumrah keep Hyderabad winless by defending 150 in Chennai

OutSiDE ipl

SCOREBOARD

Pakistan's captain Babar Azam plays a shot during the fourth T20I match

against South Africa at SuperSport Park in Centurion on Friday (AFP)

MuMBaI�INDIaNS
Q de Kock  c sub (J Suchith) 

b Mujeeb Ur Rahman  40 (39)
Rohit Sharma c Singh b Shankar 32 (25)

S Yadav  c & b Shankar 10 (6)

I Kishan  c Bairstow b Rahman 12 (21)

K Pollard  not out  35 (22)

H Pandya  c V Singh b Ahmed 7 (5)

K Pandya  not out  3 (3)

Extras (lb 6, nb 1, w 4) 11
ToTaL: 150�for�five�in�20�overs
Fall�of�wickets: 1-55, 2-71, 3-98, 4-114, 5-131
Bowling: B Kumar 4-0-45-0, K Ahmed
4-0-24-1, Mujeeb Ur Rahman 4-0-29-2, 
A Sharma 1-0-5-0, V Shankar 3-0-19-2, 
Rashid Khan 4 -0-22-0
SuNRISERS�HyDERaBaD
D Warner  run out  36 (34)

J Bairstow  hit wicket b K Pandya 43 (22)

M Pandey  c Pollard b Chahar 2 (7)

V Singh  c Yadav b Chahar 11 (12)

V Shankar  c Yadav b Bumrah 28 (25)

A Sharma  c Milne b Chahar 2 (4)

A Samad  run out  7 (8)

Rashid Khan  lbw b Boult 0 (1)

B Kumar  b Boult 1 (2)

M Ur Rahman not out  1 (1)

K Ahmed  b Boult 1 (2)

Extras (lb 3, w 2) 5
ToTaL: 137�in�19.4�overs�

Fall�of�wickets: 1-67, 2-71, 3-90, 4-102, 

5-104, 6-129, 7-130, 8-134, 9-135 , 10-137
Bowling: T Boult 3.4-0-28-3, J Bumrah

4-0-14-1, A Milne 3-0-33-0, K Pandya

3-0-30-1, R Chahar 4-0-19-3, K Pollard

2-0-10-0

Azam hails ‘complete team effort’
Pakistan secure ODI and T20I double against South Africa

New Delhi, India - Pakistan's
cricket players will get visas to
compete in the upcoming T20
World Cup in India this Octo-
ber, the BCCI's apex council
has been told by the board
secretary Jay Shah following
'government assurances'.

Shah spoke to the council in
a video conference meeting
held on Friday, where it was
also decided that the mega-
event will be staged across
nine venues, with Ahmed-
abad's Narendra Modi Sta-
dium hosting the final. The
other venues are Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Dha-
ramshala and Lucknow.

"The visa issue of Pakistan
cricket team has been sorted.
However, whether the fans
can travel across the border to
watch matches is still not
clear," a council member told
PTI.

"It will be decided in due
course of time. However, we
had promised ICC that it will
be sorted. The secretary an-
nounced during the meeting."

India and Pakistan have not
played bilateral cricket for
close to a decade now due to
diplomatic tensions between
the two countries; Pakistan
last toured the country for a bi-
lateral series in 2012.
Cricinfo

India to grant visas to
Pakistan players for
T20 World Cup: BCCI

Stokes set to
miss NZ Tests 
London, UK - Ben Stokes looks
set to miss England's Test series
against New Zealand in June
after the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) said that he
would require surgery on his 
broken finger, putting him out for
up to 12 weeks.

The England allrounder 
underwent an X-ray and CT scan
on Thursday and will fly home
from the IPL on Saturday after
fracturing his left index finger in
Rajasthan Royals' opening game.
The first Test of the summer,
against New Zealand at Lord's
starting on June 2, is just over six
weeks away.

Stokes had initially indicated
he wanted to stay with the 
Royals to provide 'valued support
and inputs off the field', but he
will now return to the UK for an
operation in Leeds on Monday.
He had already been ruled out of
the IPL by the injury, which he
sustained while diving to take a
catch against Punjab Kings. A 
12-week rehabilitation process
would mean Stokes returning to
fitness in time for the start of the
Hundred in mid-July.
Cricinfo

A file photo of a T20I match between India and Pakistan 

MS Dhoni
Chennai skipper, after leading his side to
win against Punjab Kings, on Friday

Makes me feel very old and it has been
a very long journey [on playing 200
matches for CSK]. It started in 2008 -
played in SA, Dubai, and back home 

TEAMS P W L NR PTS NRR

MI 3 2 1 0 4 +0.367

RCB 2 2 0 0 4 +0.175

CSK 2 1 1 0 2 +0.616

DC 2 1 1 0 2 +0.195

RR 2 1 1 0 2 +0.052

KKR 2 1 1 0 2 +0.000

PBKS 2 1 1 0 2 -0.909

SRH 3 0 3 0 0 -0.483

P: Played, W:Won, L: Lost, 
NR: No Result, PTS: Points, 
NRR: Net Run-Rate

CSK: Chennai Super Kings  
RCB: Royal Challengers Bangalore
DC: Delhi Capitals
KKR: Kolkata Knight Riders 
PBKS: Kings XI Punjab
MI:Mumbai Indians
RR: Rajasthan Royals
SRH: Sunrisers Hyderabad

DELHI 
CAPITALS

PUNJAB 
KINGS

VS

MUMBAI, 6PM



ENGLIsH PREMIER LEAGUE
Newcastle, UK - Newcastle
moved closer to English Premier
League (EPL) survival after Joe
Willock's late goal capped a
thrilling 3-2 win against ten-man
West Ham that dented the 
visitors' bid for a top-four finish
in the EPL.

Steve Bruce's side had squan-
dered a two-goal lead in the 
closing stages at St James' Park,
but Willock came off the bench
to snatch a priceless winner.

Newcastle are nine points
clear of the relegation zone with
just six games remaining in a 
turbulent season on Tyneside.

The Magpies had taken con-
trol in the first half thanks to Issa
Diop's own goal and a blunder
from West Ham keeper Lukasz
Fabianski for Joelinton's strike.

West Ham defender Craig
Dawson was sent off for two
bookings in between those goals.

But the Hammers set up a
tense finale when Diop got one
back before Jesse Lingard
equalised with a penalty ten min-
utes from full-time.

On-loan Arsenal midfielder
Willock settled a pulsating 
encounter with his thunderous
header, putting Newcastle in 
position to avoid relegation.

Staying up would be an 

impressive achievement for
Bruce, who has battled with
dressing room rifts and 
distracting takeover talk.

"I'm not going to take any-
thing for granted. I've always said
it's the accumulation of points,
and 35, in my opinion, is not
enough, so you won't get me
jumping and hollering at the 
moment," Bruce said.

"We've still got six games to
play. Can we beat last year's
points tally of 44? We'll try our
utmost."

The defeat was a big blow for
West Ham as they chase an 
unexpected place in next 
season's Champions League.
David Moyes' side remain fourth,
but Chelsea are just one point
behind with a game in hand,
while fifth-placed Liverpool
would go above the Hammers if
they beat Leeds on Monday.

"I wouldn't say it was a chance
lost, it was an 
opportunity for us to pick up
three points," Moyes said.

"We like talking about the
Champions League, we love the
sound of that when everybody
says it, but we're realistic."

Newcastle took the lead in the
36th minute when Dawson, in his
attempts to recover from a heavy
touch, felled Joelinton on

halfway. He could only look on as
Allan Saint-Maximin sped away,
twisted his way past the 
retreating Mark Noble and then
saw his weak shot bundled over
the line by Diop as referee Kevin
Friend allowed play to continue.

Dawson's misery was com-

pounded when, having already
been booked for a 12th-minute
foul on the Brazilian, he received
a second yellow card.

Joelinton was gifted his third
by Fabianski when he spilled
Matt Ritchie's 41st-minute cor-
ner, leaving the Brazilian striker

with a tap-in that he couldn't
miss. However, Diop headed the
Hammers back into it with 17
minutes remaining.

West Ham draw level when,
after a VAR check, Ciaran Clark
was penalised for handball and
on-loan Manchester United mid-

fielder Lingard struck from the
spot for his ninth goal in ten
games. But there was a sting in
the tale as Willock, who had only
been on the pitch for seconds,
thumped his header past 
Fabianski from Ritchie's cross in
the 83rd minute.

Ankle injury clouds 
Kane double 
Earlier on Friday, England 
forward Harry Kane suffered a
worrying ankle injury ahead of
next week's League Cup final
after scoring twice in Tottenham
Hotspur's 2-2 draw away to
Everton. Gylfi Sigurdsson also
grabbed two goals for Everton in
a result that did little for either
side's European hopes.

Kane went off in stoppage
time towards the end of the
match after rolling his ankle
when challenged in the box at an
Everton corner. "It is too early to
say something," Tottenham
manager Jose Mourinho told Sky
Sports when asked afterwards
about Kane's injury.

Kane's 20th league goal of the
season put Spurs ahead in the
27th minute at Goodison Park
only for Sigurdsson to equalise
soon afterwards from the penalty
spot. It was the reverse story in
the second half, 
Sigurdsson getting his second in
the 62nd minute before Kane 
levelled six minutes later.

Mourinho said of Kane's dou-
ble: "It was great finishing. Two
beautiful goals but not a surprise
for the ones who see him do it
every day in training."
AFP
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Newcastle’s Joe Willock (C) reacts after scoring against West Ham during their Premier League match in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK, on Saturday (AFP)

GERMAN LEAGUE
Wolfsburg, Germany - Teenager
Jamal Musiala netted twice on
Saturday as Bayern Munich
sealed a 3-2 win at Wolfsburg to
open a seven-point gap at the
top of the Bundesliga table which
leaves the holders on the verge
of a ninth straight league title.

Bayern bounced back from
their Champions League quarter-
final exit on Tuesday by racing
into a 2-0 lead with early goals
by Musiala, 18, and Eric Maxim
Choupo-Moting.

Wout Weghorst pulled a goal
back for Wolfsburg, but Musiala
made it 3-1 at half-time with a
towering header to leave him on
four Bundesliga goals this sea-
son. Maximilian Philipp gave
hosts Wolfsburg hope when he
flicked home a cross just after
the break. The away win could
have come at a price as Bayern
defender Lucas Hernandez
limped off late on.

With five games to go, Bayern

can wrap up the league title
within a fortnight having ex-
tended their lead in the table
after Leipzig’s goalless draw with
Hoffenheim on Friday.

Leipzig had a last-minute goal
ruled out and were held.

Leipzig thought they had won
the game at the death when Yus-
suf Poulsen headed in but he was
penalised for handball after the
referee consulted the pitchside
monitor.

OTHER RESULTS 
Saturday: Union Berlin 2 
VfB Stuttgart 1,
Borussia Moenchengladbach 4
Eintracht Frankfurt 0, 
Freiburg 4 Schalke 0.

FRENCH LEAGUE
Friday: Lille 1 Montpellier 1;
Saturday: Angers 0 
Rennes 3, Marseille 3 
Lorient 2.
AFP

Bayern Munich go seven-points clear 
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Magpies boost survival bid 

Roma’s Smalling ‘very shaken’
after armed robbery at home
ITALIAN LEAGUE
Rome, Italy - Roma's former 
England defender Chris Smalling
said on Saturday he and his 
family were 'very shaken up'
after being threatened by armed
burglars during a robbery at his
home in the Italian capital.

The 31 year old centre-back
was forced to open a safe and
hand over watches and jewellery
at gunpoint in the early hours of
Friday morning.

"I'd like to thank everyone for
your well wishes and support,"
Smalling said in a post on 
Twitter.

"My family although very
shaken up are luckily unharmed!

"Hoping these people can find
a more meaningful way to live
their lives without causing such
harm and distress to others."

Smalling was in his Rome
home with his wife and son and
other family members.

Because of a knee injury he
did not play in Thursday night's
home 1-1 Europa League tie
against Ajax, which saw the Ital-
ian side qualify for the semifinals
where they will meet Smalling's
former club Manchester United.

In the autumn, Roma coach
Paulo Fonseca and Lazio Rome

player Joaquin Correa were also
victims of burglaries while they
were away with their teams.

Smalling, who earned 31 caps
for England, joined Roma from
United in October 2020 on a
permanent deal, having spent
the previous season on loan.

Fonseca said on Saturday that
Smalling was back training. "We
are assessing his situation every
day. He's started training out on
the pitch again," said Fonseca.

"Let's see. When he has 
confidence in his ability to return,
he will return. But I think he is
doing a lot better."

Seventh-placed Roma travel
to Torino on Sunday in Serie A
looking to close in on the 
European places.

OTHER RESULTS 
Saturday: Crotone 1 Udinese 2,
Sampdoria 3 Hellas Verona 1.
AFP

Bayern Munich's Jamal Musiala (R) celebrates after scoring on Saturday

Chris Smalling

Flick wants to quit
as Bayern coach 
at end of season 
Wolfsburg, Germany -  

Bayern Munich coach Hansi

Flick said on Saturday he

wants to leave the club at the

end of the season.

Flick told Sky he 'wants to be

released' from his Bayern

contract, which expires in

2023, after Saturday's win at

Wolfsburg. 

The 56 year old, who steered

Bayern to last season's treble

which included the Champions

League title, said he had

already informed the squad. "I

told the team that I informed

the club during the week that 

I want out of my contract 

at the end of the season," 

Flick said. 

"It was not an easy decision

for me."

AFP


