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WINTER SOLSTICE IN OMAN
ON DECEMBER 22

The Sultanate of Oman will
experience winter solstice from
Thursday, 22 December 2022,
astronomically considered the
first day of winter season in the
northern hemisphere. >A5
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HM THE SULTAN GREETS EMIR OF QATAR

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of the State of
Qatar on his country’s National Day. In the cable,
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere
sentiments and best wishes of good health,
happiness and a long life to Sheikh Tamim. His
Majesty also prayed to the Almighty Allah for
the return of this occasion while the people

of Qatar realise aspirations of further

progress and prosperity. - ONA
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ARGENTINA GROWNED
WORLD GHAMPIONS

Sohar Festival a
grand success:
Suleiman Al Kindi
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Argentina beat

France 4-2 on
penalties to win the
World Cup 2022

Times News Service

DOHA: Argentina clinched the
‘World Cup on Sunday after beat-
ing defending champions France
4-2 on penalties, following a thrill-
ing 3-3 draw after extra time to
end their 36-year title drought.

Argentina goalkeeper Emil-
iano Martinez saved Kingsley
Coman’s penalty and Aurelien
Tchouameni fired wide to give
Argentina their first world title
since 1986, and third overall.

France had clawed back from
two goals down to level in 90 min-
utes with Kylian Mbappe netting
twice in two minutes, including an
80th-minute penalty.

The France striker completed
his hat-trick in the 118th minute
with another spot-kick after Ar-
gentina’s Lionel Messi had tapped
in for a 3-2 lead in the 109th. This
was only the second-ever hat-trick
in a World Cup final. >A2

WWW.FIFA.COM

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Temperatures dip
across Oman

Jabal Shams recorded
1the lowest temperature

in the Sultanate of Oman
atless than 4 degrees Celsius
on Sunday. With moderate
to active northern winds
blowing over the Dhofar
Governorate, the temperatures
in the wilayats of Oman have
witnessed a steep fall. >A3

Indian N-arms stance ~ OMR1TImn Dugm fuel

impacted Russia: GIA

Indian PM Narendra
2 Modi’s views on the use

of nuclear weapons had
an impact on the Russians and
could well have averted a global
disaster in the context of the
Ukraine war, Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) Bill Burns said, according
to PBS.>A6

terminal inaugutated

The OOMCO Marine
8 bunker fuel terminal

worth OMR11 million at
the Port of Dugm was officially
inaugurated on Sunday. Located
in the Special Economic Zone
at Dugm (Sezad), the OOMCO
Marine bunker fuel terminal will
supply a full range of bunker fuel
to ships.>B1

Municipal council polls: Voters hail smartphone app

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Voting by Omanis liv-
ing in the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil countries, Arab states and in
a number of other countries con-
firmed that the steps and mecha-
nism involved in voting via smart
phones to elect members of the
municipal councils for the third
term, is considerably simple and
easy.

They confirmed to Oman News
Agency that modern methods and
techniques involved in the elec-
toral process helped overcome the
factors of time and place and cre-
ated a wider space for exercising
their right to vote.

Haitham bin Salem Al-Araimi,
a student residing in the Arab

Republic of Egypt, said: “The vot-
ing process took minutes and was
without trouble, thanks to the use
of modern technology which al-
lows wide participation by voters.”

Ali bin Salem Al-Nusairi and
Ammar bin Yasser Al-Maamari,
two students living in the King-
dom of Jordan, said they were

able, through the ‘Intakhib’ (elect)
application, to participate in the
voting process and choose their
representative in the municipal
councils for the third term, with
considerable ease.

Suhail bin Mubarak Al Kathiri, a
resident of the sisterly United Arab
Emirates, said: “The voting process

The application allowed
Omani citizens abroad
fo exercise their
electoral rightina
hassle-free manner

through the “Intakhib” application
allowed us, as citizens residing out-
side the Sultanate of Oman, to par-
ticipate, as the voting process did
not take time and was completed
with ease. This procedure will lead

to wider participation.”

Al-Mutasim bin Humaid Al-
Alawi, a student living in Bahrain,
said technical developments had
eased the voting process signifi-
cantly. The application enabled
him to exercise his electoral right
in simple steps to choose who
would represent him in the mu-
nicipal councils for the third term.

On the other hand, Ibrahim
bin Saeed Al Jasassi said: “I am a
visitor to the Kingdom of Bahrain,
and I undertook the voting pro-
cess in the elections conveniently
and decided who would represent
me in the municipal councils, as
the application allowed us to vote
and exercise our electoral right
even from outside the Sultanate
of Oman.”
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TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLIED

Tender Notice

Public Authority for Social Insurance (PASI), announces following E-Tender for 2022:

Deadline for Speci- | Deadline for

tender bids

Tender
Price

fications Request

Support Renewal of VMware
for NetApp Equipment For One
Year

11/2022 25 Dec 2022 01 Jan 2023 £5 0MR

Interested companies registered with Tender Board may obtain Tender document from the
E-Tendering website: httpi/fetendering.tendzrboard.gov.om. The Vendors must provide
Electronic Bank Guarantee issued by any bank in the Sultanate of Oman for the value of
(2%) of the Tender value valid for (90) days on website: https://etendering tenderboard.gov
om and addressed to Public Authority for Sccial Insurance,

CORRESPONDAMCE:

1. Tender inguiry : All correspondence pertaining to the TENDER Inquiry must be online at
E-Tendering system ( hitp://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)

2. E-Tendering system inguiry: All correspondence pertaining to the e-tendering system
technical suppcrt must be directed to the following helpdesk email address and phone

number: Tel : +968 24402200, E-mail | etenderhd@ita.gov.om
PAST is not abliged to accept the lowest ar any other tender that may be received

PASI
Wwhith wadi . For You
v §f @@ TaminatOman

WWW.pasi.gov.om Contact us 800 77 600

Technical panel takes steps
for proper working of poll app

MUSCAT: The Technical Com-
mittee of Municipal Council’s
Third Term Elections has said
that all precautionary measures
are in place to ensure the proper
functioning of “Intakhib” app
used in the election process.

The 18th of December is Elec-
tion Day for Omanis voting from
abroad to select the members who
will represent them at municipal
councils in the wilayats of Oman.

Dr. Ali Amer Al Shidhani,
Undersecretary for Communi-
cations and Information Tech-
nology, Head of the Technical
Committee, told Oman News
Agency (ONA) that technical
teams have been deployed to de-
tect and address any challenges
that might arise during the elec-
toral process.

He hoped that the electronic
election process, applied for the
first time in the region via smart
phones, would be a success.

Eng. Ahmed Hassan Al Hadabi,
Head of the Supervisory Com-
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mittee of the Municipal Councils’
Third Term Election System, told
ONA that the committee checked
the efficiency of the related sys-
tems prior to the start of the
electoral process, conducted via
smart phones.

Intakhib

Al Hadabi pointed out that the
electoral process runs electroni-
cally via “Intakhib” app, without
human intervention till the an-

nouncement of the results. “Itisa
leading experience par excellence
in the region,” he added.

Eng. Badr Sulaiman Awlad
Thani, Head of the Online Vot-
ing Committee, said that voters’
keenness to elect their desired
candidates from abroad reflects
social awareness about the im-
portance of the electoral process,
which is made unique this time
through the use of smart phones.

-ONA

A1lMontiel scores winning penalty

No player under the age of 24
has scored more goals than the
Frenchman.

Geoff Hurst was the only other
player to score a hat-trick, with
his treble coming in the 1966 fi-
nal for England against Germany.
Argentina had gone 2-0 up in the
first half with Messi, making a
record-breaking 26th World Cup
appearance, converting a 23rd-
minute penalty.

They struck again with a sub-
lime four-pass counter-attack
as Alexis Mac Allister’s cutback
found Angel Di Maria and he fin-
ished well.

Mbappe finished as the
tournament’s top  goal-scor-
er to win the Golden Boot

award with  eight  goals.
Messi scored from the spot in the
shootout as France missed two
penalties.

Martinez was the hero once
again as he pulled off a brilliant
save to deny Kingsley Coman be-
fore seeing Aurelien Tchouameni
put his spot kick wide of the post

moments later.

Gonzalo Montiel scored the
winning penalty after sending
Lloris the wrong way and imme-
diately broke down in tears. Mes-
si has followed in the footsteps
of iconic Argentina star Diego
Maradona in lifting the World
Cup with his nation. — rira+
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FESTIVE WONDLERLAND AT KEMPINSKI HOTEL MUSCAT

KIDS FESTIVITIES AT CAFE ONE

High tea with Santa & Dippy | OMR 18 | 20 - 23 December | 14:00 — 15:30 & 16:00 - 17:30
Master Class for little chefs | OMR 10 for litthe ones |15, 24 December

FESTIVE AFTERNOONS AT AMWAL

Advent Afternoon Tea | OMR 19 | 18 December | 16:00 = 18:00
Festive Gueridon | OMR 20 includes bubbly | 15— 30 December | 18:00 to 19:00

CHRISTMAS MARKET WONDERLAND

24 - 30 December | culinary festival and gripe market at the Countdown Boulevard.

A MERRY EVE DINNER
24 December | 19:30 - 23:00

The Kitchen | OMR 30 inclusive soft drinks, juices and meocktails.
The Kitchen | OMR 48 inchusive of festive cocktails and house grapes.
Zale Restaurant & Lounge | OMR 48 inchsive of open house grapes and welcome bubbly,

A MERRY BRUNCH
25 December | 13:00 — 16:00

The Kitchen | OMR 30 inclusive soft drinks, juices and mocktails.
The Kitchen | OMR 48 inclusive of festive cocktails and house grapes.
Zale Restaurant & Lounge | La Comida by Chef David Pastor | OMR 28 inclusive of tapas with a flow of selécted beverages.

FESTIVITIES AT ZALE

15 November — 20 December | 19:00 = 22:00

Festive Goose Dinners | OMR 30 inclusive of grapes and bubbles.

BOXING DAY BRUNCH
26 December | Monday 13:00 = 16:00

The Kitchen | OMR 340 inclusive of soft drinks, juices and mocktails.
The Kitchen | OMR 48 inclusive of Christras cocktails and house grapes

MEW YEAR'S EVE
31 December | 19200 - 1:00
The Kitchen | OMR 70

Say goodinye to 2022 with a tailored bufet feamuering live cooking stations, sweet delicacies and international Aavaurs,
inclusive of o wide selection of cocktails and house grapes.

Zale Restaurant & Lounge | OMR 80

Welcome 20023 with our famous Chef's table featuring a new menu and a dazzling performance by an international singer,

Amwaj Lounge | Golden Beluga afternoon tea | OMR 120 inclusive soft beverages, juice and mocktails,
Amwaj Lounge | Golden Beluga afternoon tea | OMR 200 inchesive of premium beverages and bubbly.

NEW YEAR'S DAY BRUNCH

The Kitchen | OMR 30 inclusive of soft drinks, juices and mocktails.
The Kitchen | OMR 48 inclusive of premium house beverages and signature cockeail bar | 13:00 - 17:00

COMTACT OUN CULIKARY CONDIEROE
+ B0 J4BE MO0 | DHNING WUSCATEE L MPINEK] COMN

Frice boolidng mcpeiond. Al prives in OML, mbject ta B srvios chags, 9% VAT  all spplivabls govsrmmentsl ts
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Child’s abdominal
pain may be hint
of migraine later

There are many
types of headaches
that affect humans
and more than 150
clinical descriptions
of headache include
tension headache
and cluster headache

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Abdominal migraine
affects children and makes them
vulnerable to migraine when they
grow up, an Omani doctor said.

There are many types of head-
aches that affect humans and
more than 150 clinical descrip-
tions of headache include tension
headache and cluster headache.

Migraine is the most contro-
versial type of headache, as it
has under its name a long list of
descriptions such as classic mi-
graine, non-traditional migraine
and silent headache, including
abdominal migraine, hormonal
headache, food headache, and
others.

Dr. Saleh bin Saif Al-Hinai, Sen-
ior Consultant, Family Medicine,
said that abdominal migraine
often affects children, especially
those between the ages of 5 and 9,
and makes them vulnerable to mi-
graine when they grow up.

“Children are not the only
group at risk of abdominal mi-
graine, but also adults, although

The risk factors that

may lead o abdominal
migraine include genetic
factors, constant exposure
fo anxiety and tension,
swallowing a lot of air as
aresult of eating quickly
and some foods such as
chocolate and processed
meat

doctors have not yet been able to
determine the causes of it,” Dr.
Saleh added.

Dr. Saif explained that the
symptoms of abdominal migraine

Strong winds bring
down temperatures
In coastal Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Jabal Shams record-
ed the lowest temperature in the
Sultanate of Oman at less than 4
degrees Celsius on Sunday.

With moderate to active
northern winds blowing over the
mountainous and coastal areas of
Dhofar Governorate, the temper-
atures in the wilayats and gover-
norates of Oman have witnessed
a steep fall.

While Jabal Shams in Al Dakh-
iliyah Governorate recorded the
lowest temperature at 3.9 degrees
Celsius, Saiq recorded the second
lowest at 7 degree Celsius and

Thurmait, Mazyouna and Yanqul
recorded 12.3, 12.4 and 13.6 de-
gree Celsius, respectively.

The official account of Oman
Meteorology on twitter said the
sea waves (coinciding with the
northeastern winds) on the west-
ern coasts of Musandam Gover-
norate and parts of the coasts of
the Sea of Oman rose to an aver-
age of 2.0 meters this evening and
are expected to continue on Mon-
day and Tuesday.”

“The sea waves continue to
rise on the coasts of the Arabian
Sea to an average height of 2.5
meters,” the Oman Metrology
added.

are as follows: abdominal pain,
nausea, vomiting, a feeling of
heaviness in the intestines, leth-
argy, sweating, fatigue and loss of
appetite.

Al-Hinai identified the risk fac-
tors that may lead to abdominal
migraine. These include genetic
factors, constant exposure to anx-
iety and tension, swallowing a lot
of air as a result of eating quickly
and some foods such as chocolate
and processed meat.

Regarding the diagnosis of this
disease, Al-Hinai said there are
no specific tests to diagnose the
disease, but the doctor comes to
know about it through medical
history and some tests ruling out
other diseases.

For treatment, Al-Hinai said:
Avoid risk factors, if possible;
some medications reduce the se-
verity or frequency of seizures,
such as antihistamines, some
types of heart medications, beta-
blockers and analgesics.

PROVIDING FLEXIBLE INSURANCE SO

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS, CHOOSE US

OMAN UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY SAOG
Post Box 1522, Ruwi, PC 112 Sultanzte of Oman
24477300 | info@omanutd.com | www.omanutd.com

ARE YOU

TAKING LOAN?

BUY LIFE INSURANCE
10 PROTECT
THE MORTGAGE

LUTIONS SINCE 1985

Oman United
Insurance Co.

SA0G
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Regional forum on constructive
dialogue, tolerance Kicks off

MUSCAT: The regional forum on
enhancing principles of construc-
tive dialogue and values of toler-
ance among youth, through social
media platforms, kicked off here
on Sunday.

The event is organised by the
Ministry of Education, represent-
ed by the National Commission for

Education, Science and Culture,
in cooperation with the Islamic
‘World Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (ICESCO)
Civilizational Dialogue Centre.
The opening ceremony was held
under the patronage of Eng. Ibra-
him Said Al Kharousi, Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Heritage

and Tourism for Heritage.

The event aims to increase the
awareness of youth regarding the
principles of constructive dialogue
and values of tolerance. It also in-
troduces legislations and legal as-
pects related to constructive dia-
logue on social media platforms.

-ONA

FESTIVE CITY ESCAPE

NEW YEAR IS A TIME TO CONNECT WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
EXCLUSIVE STAYCATION PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE WITH IMPECCABLE

SERVICE PAIRED WITH FLEXIBLE FACILITIES TO SUIT UNIQUE REQUESTS.
CHRISTMAS ROOM PACKAGE

INCLUDES AN OVERNIGHT STAY, A DELECTABLE BREAKFAST AND
A CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER.

24™ DECMBER 2022
OMR 75

NEW YEAR'S EVE PACKAGE
INCLUDES AN OVERNIGHT 5TAY, A SUMPTUOUS BREAKFAST AND
A MEW YEAR'S EVE GALA DINMER.

31°" DECMBER 2022
OMR 95

THE PRICE IS INCLUSIVE OF VAT, TAXES AND SERVICE CHARGE. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY
FOR BOOKINGS OR MORE INFORMATIOMN, PLEASE CALL +96822377777 OR +96893562854
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Sohar Festival agrand
success: Suleiman Al Kindi

The festival aims to
highlight tourism
potential of the
Wilayat of Sohar

Times News Service

MUSCAT: More than 928,000
people, over 175 job-seekers and
137 productive families visited
the Sohar Festival between No-
vember 18 and December 18 this
year.

Speaking exclusively to Times
of Oman, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Suleiman Al Kindi, Gover-
nor of North Al Batinah, said the
number of visitors to the festival
exceeded 928,000 during the
period.

The festival aims to open the
opportunity for participation of
people of the governorate and
job-seekers so that they can play
an active partin an organisation,
in addition to opening the op-
portunity for productive and low
income families to display their
products at the sites specified for
them. The festival also aims to
highlight the tourism, entertain-
ment, geographical and natural
capabilities of the Wilayat of
Sohar and other wilayats of the
governorate in general.

Confirming that the festival
had achieved its goal, Al Kindi
said: “We achieved the goal of
the festival by involving more
than 175 job-seekers, and we
also sought to open the oppor-
tunity for the benefit of produc-
tive and needy families. This
was achieved as more than 137
families were benefited. Over 37
small and medium enterprises
got the chance to display their
products at the sites designated
for them, whether at the festival
site or at the sites of the accom-
panying events, including those
related to the World Cup, in var-

ious states of the governorate.”

“The goal was also achieved
through 100% occupancy rates
in hotels, hotel apartments and
guesthouses during most days of
the festival,” he said.

Concluding his speech, Al
Kindi said: “The idea of hold-
ing a festival in North Al Bati-
nah Governorate is a pioneer-
ing idea, and a group of fellow
brothers sought it, and this
was achieved, praise be to God,
through the establishment of
the Sohar Festival. We sought
that the opening of the festival,

despite the lack of time, be im-
pressive and distinguished.”

He said: “This was achieved
for us, praise be to God, through
the operetta, which reflected the
development of life in the Sul-
tanate of Oman since the begin-
ning of the blessed renaissance,
the civilisational, developmen-
tal and service achievements,
and the future vision, including
Oman Vision 2040. This daz-
zling concert is the beginning of
the success achieved by the fes-
tival,” the Governor of North Al
Batinah said.
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Winter Solstice
on 22 December

The phenomenon
begins at 1:48 pm,
Oman time, and it is
thus the longest night
and the shortest day
of the year

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman will experience winter sol-
stice from Thursday, 22 Decem-
ber 2022, astronomically consid-
ered the first day of winter season
in the northern hemisphere.

The phenomenon begins at 1:48
pm, Oman time, and it is thus the
longest night and the shortest day
of the year.

Speaking about the phenom-
enon, Rayan Said Al Ruwaishdi,
a member of Oman Astronomical
Society, told Oman News Agency

S raye

3
1

(ONA) that Thursday, the 22nd
of December, being the shortest
day of the year, and the night is the
longest night in the calendar.

“The sun will rise in Muscat
at 06:44 am and set at 05:25 pm
Oman time. The day will be just
10 hours and 41 minutes long
and it will be the first day of the
winter season, which lasts 88
days, 23 hours and 36 minutes,”
she added.

Upon the outset of the winter
solstice, it will be observed that as
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Oman marks World Arabic Language Day

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Minis-
try of Education celebrated yes-
terday, the World Arabic Language
Day, which falls on 18 December
every year.

The theme of the event for the
year is “the contribution of Arabic

language in Civilization and Cul-
ture”. Darwish Al Kiyomi, Direc-
tor of Human Sciences Supervi-
sion Department at the Ministry of
Education gave a speech ontheim-
pact of Arabic language in human
civilization and the programmes of
the Ministry of Education which

would continue during this week.

Arabic Language Department
at the University of Nizwa organ-
ised a workshop on the poetry of
Sheikh Hilal bin Salim Al Siyabi
which coincided with the celebra-
tions of the Unesco with the World
Arabic Language Day. —ona

ot el giia

Teogri ol Cargad

s

EQuine

gl

Trigsss ! Cagrninen

Bouttesn Fodar Cirtle

Invitation to Tender

Dhofar Integrated Services Company S.A.0.C (DISC) invites reputable
contractor for carrying out following works in Dhofar Region.

Tender Reference Number

Title of the Tender

DISC/Tender/2022/186-2

if the sun rises from one point in
the south of the sky for a few days
before it begins its apparent path
towards the north again as aresult
of the Earth’s movement in its or-
bit around the sun.

The phenomenon will continue
for several days, and then daylight
hours begin to extend until their
duration becomes equal to those
of the night. Later, the vernal
equinox (the start of transition
into Spring season) will occur on
21 March 2023. -ona

Environment Authority launches
book ‘Atlas of Oman’s Reptiles’

MUSCAT: The Environment
Authority has launched a book
‘Atlas of Oman’s Reptiles’ which
provides a summary on the devel-
opment of the history of reptiles
in the Sultanate of Oman, which
aimed to enhance the efforts of
preservation and protection of
endangered reptiles on account of
climate change.

The celebration of the launch

was organised under the pa-
tronage of Dr. Rahma bint Ibra-
him Al Mahrooaqi, Minister of
Higher Education, Research and
Innovation.

Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al Ameri,
Chairman of Environment Au-
thority said that the study docu-
menting reptiles in the Sultanate
included their habitats and rep-
resents a vital scientific refer-

ROHM to host acrobatic
extravaganza ‘Carousel’

MUSCAT: The Royal Opera
House Muscat (ROHM) an-
nounced three nights of spec-
tacular dance in Carousel, from
the international ambassadors of
Italian culture, the Kataklo Ath-
letic Dance Theatre.

Following on from their per-
formance of Play that closed the
Spring 2022 season, ROHM is of-
fering another acrobatic extrava-
ganza to audiences in Oman.

Carousel takes moments from
life and transforms them into a
dance, drawing out the emotional
and physical connections which
make them special. Giulia Stac-
cioli, founder and artistic director
of Kataklo Athletic Dance Thea-
tre, creates the Grand Italian Ho-
tel on stage, where a cross section
of society, from the VIP guest to
the humblest hotel worker, wel-
comes in the new year with a big
celebration.

Carousel is a captivating show,

inspiring joy and energy, through
the creativity and elegance for
which Giulia Staccioli’'s com-
pany and signature are known all
over the world. Carousel will take
place at the Royal Opera House of
Musical Arts on 22-23 December
2022. -ona

ence for researchers in the field
of reptiles. He added that the cli-
mate change causes imbalance in
environment.

The ‘Atlas of Oman’s Reptiles’
also aimed to show the species
and habitats of reptiles and to
acquaint the citizens, residents
and tourists on how to deal with
reptiles once they find themselves
close toreptiles. —ona

Replacement of Components/ Assets in Existing 5 G55 (Ittin G55, Al-Qarm

G55, Ashoor G55, Sha'aon G55 and Raysut G55)

Pre-qualification

Sulthoste of Oman.;
Contractors participating In the tendering process shall be Grade-A registered
electrical contractor with Distribution Code Review Panel (DCRP), Sultanate of
Oman. Apart from the above, the Contractors participating in the tendering process
shall have Competent Electrical Person (CEP) certified by DISC and copy of the valid
CEP certificate shall be submitted along with bid without which the bids will not be
considered for evaluation. Further, Tenderers will be evaluated as per the HSE

Tender Fee RO. 105.000 Inclusive VAT [5%)
Mote: Note: Tenderer who wish to participate in the above tender should
send an e-mail to below mention mail id for tender documents / tender fee
process.

Experience The Tenderer should have performed similar works in the last three [3) years in

qualification criterion specified in the Tender ducumerll:'._.

Tender document sales cut-

03:00 PM on 2™ January 2023

bid clarification

offdate |
Tender document published 03:00 PM on 3™ January 2023
date

Site Visit WA

Last date for seeking pre bid N/A
clarification !

Last date for response pre A

Last date for submission of
bids

03:00 PM on 10" January 2023

Any Queries Please Contact

Phone 23232554, purchase@disc.nama.om

Ao dol Ciloasll ok G
Drhiodar Imtegrated Services Company

daoaoll ciloasll jlak a4

Tenderers are requested to note that the bids accompanied with Tender Bond (1% of the quoted
bid price and having 20 days validity) shall only be considered for evaluation

Sultanate of Oman

. Ministry of Health
ANNOUCEMENT FOR TENDER

The Ministry of Health, represented by the General Directorate of Health Services in North Al Shargiyah Governorate,

invites specialized companies to participate in the auction shown below

Tender
Rel.

Description

Lasl date for
Collection ol

Last date for
Collection of

Elimibility Tender Fee

(Non-

tender Document

tender Document

Refundable)

Office where
Tenders are to be
debosited (HQ)

Renting a shop that
sells gifts, flowers
and various items in
Sinaw Hospital The
Directorate General of
Health Services
North Shargya
Governolate

Before 10 am on
Thursday
291272022

Before 10 am on
Thursday
19/01/2023

Specialized Companies
registered with Tender
Board

Office of the
directorof finance at
the
Directorate General of
Health Service North
Shargya Governotate

Copy of Regis tration Certificate issued by the tender Board is to be submitted for collection of tender documents,

Tender Documents can be purchased from the Office of the director of finance at the Directorate General of Health Service North Sharqya
Governotate between 8.00 A.mand 12.00 P.M on working days, on payment of Tender Fee mentioned above.

Tenders should be submitted in plain sealed envelope, enclosing a bank guarantee or a certified Cheque issud by a local Bank for One per
cent not less than (1%) of the quoted value of the tender.

Tender(s) submitted without Bank Guarantee or a Certified Cheque will not be considered.

Office of the director of finance at the Directorate General of Health Service North Shargya Governotate The ministry is not bound to accept

the lowest or any other tend

er,

(htips:/fetendering.tenderboard.gov.om)
Any Clarification, you may contact via
Telephone: 24166670
Email id etenderhd@ita.gov.om
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Climate change may alter pollen distribution pattern

WASHINGTON: Two of the
most common allergens in the
contiguous United States are oak
and ragweed pollens. Researchers
at the Rutgers Environmental and
Occupational Health Sciences In-
stitute have modelled how climate
change may alter these two pollen
distribution patterns.

Your eyes may water reading the
results, which were published in

the journal Frontiers in Allergy.
By 2050, airborne pollen loads
will significantly increase as a re-
sult of climate change, according
to ateam led by Panos Georgopou-
los, professor of Environmental
and Occupational Health and Jus-
tice at the Rutgers School of Pub-
lic Health. Some of the biggest in-
creases will occur inregions where
pollen has historically been scarce.

“Pollen is an excellent sentinel
for the impacts of climate change
because shifts in variables like
carbon dioxide and temperature
affect the way plants behave,” said
Georgopoulos, who also is director
of the Computational Chemody-
namics Laboratory at Rutgers and
faculty at Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School.

“At the same time, the produc-

tion of pollen and pollen’s influ-
ence on allergic disease has been
increasing due to climate change,
and this is one of few studies to
forecast this trend into the future,”

he fruther added
Previous efforts to connect
pollen indices with climate

change have been limited by a
scarcity of data.
— ANI
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Indian PM’s views on use of nukes may have
averted a disaster in Ukraine, says CIA chief

CIA Chief Bill Burns
remarks come as
Russian President
Vladimir Putin

on December 3
admitted that the
conflict is “going to
take a while”

WASHINGTON: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s views on the use
of nuclear weapons had an impact
on the Russians and could well
have averted a global disaster in
the context of the Ukraine war, Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) Bill Burns said, ac-
cording to PBS.

“I think it’s also been very useful
that Xi Jinping and Prime Minis-
ter Modi in India have also raised
their concerns about the use of
nuclear weapons as well. I think
that’s also having an impact on the
Russians,” Bill Burns said in an in-
terview with PBS.

“I think the saber-rattling is
meant to intimidate. We don’t see

Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Bill Burns. — ani picture

any clear evidence today of plans
to use tactical nuclear weapons,”
he added.

CIA Chief Bill Burns remarks
come as Russian President
Vladimir Putin on December 3 ad-
mitted that the conflict is “going to

take a while.”

Threat of nuclear war

He also warned of the “increas-
ing” threat of nuclear war. In his
address at the meeting of Rus-
sia’s Human Rights Council at the

Kremlin, Putin said that Russia
will fight by “all available means”
at its disposal, according to CNN.
Putin said that he considered Mos-
cow’s nuclear arsenal as a ‘deter-
rent rather than a provocation.’
“As for the idea that Russia

EU inks pact to overhaul carbon market

BRUSSELS: The European Un-
ionreached an agreement on Sun-
day to overhaul the bloc’s carbon
market — its main policy tool in
the fight against global warming.
“The agreement ... will allow us
to meet climate objectives within
the main sectors of the econo-
my, while making sure the most
vulnerable citizens and micro-
enterprises are effectively sup-
ported in the climate transition,”

said Czech environment minister
Marian Jurecka, whose country
holds the rotating European Un-
ion presidency.

The deal is yet to be formally
adopted by the European Parlia-
ment and the European Council.

The agreement was struck after
a 30-hour session. It claims the
overhaul will help the bloc con-
tribute towards the global efforts
of combatting climate change and

specifically cut carbon emissions
by 55% by 2030 when compared
t01990’s levels.

The agreement comes days
after EU’s trading partners criti-
cized the policies and accused
the bloc of protectionism, saying
it puts export industries at risk.
Countries including the US and
South Africa pointed out that
the carbon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM) will unfairly

wouldn’t use such weapons first
under any circumstances, then it
means we wouldn’t be able to be
the second to use them either -
because the possibility to do so in
case of an attack on our territory
would be very limited,” CNN quot-
ed Putin as saying.

Dialogue and diplomacy
Notably, India has been calling
for dialogue and diplomacy since
the war began between Russia
and Ukraine. In a telephonic con-
versation with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on December 16,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reiterated his call for dialogue and
diplomacy as the “only way for-
ward” in the context of the ongoing
war between Russia and Ukraine,
according to the statement re-
leased by PMO.

During the telephonic conver-
sation, Putin gave a fundamental
assessment of Russia’s line in the
Ukrainian direction. The talks be-
tween the two leaders come after
their face-to-face meeting on the
sidelines of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) in Sa-
markand in September.

“At the request of Narendra
Modi, Vladimir Putin gave funda-
mental assessments of Russia’s
line on the Ukrainian direction,”
according to the statement re-
leased by Kremlin.

During the meeting in Samar-
kand, PM Modi had said, “today’s

erais not of war.” Meanwhile, Rus-
sian President Putin had said, “I
know about your position on the
Ukraine conflict. I know about
your concerns. We want all of this
to end as soon as possible.”

“Today’s era is not of war and
I have spoken to you about it on
the call. Today we will get the op-
portunity to talk about how we
can progress on the path of peace.
India and Russia have stayed to-
gether with each other for several
decades. We spoke several times
on the phone about India-Russia
bilateral relations and various is-
sues. We should find ways to ad-
dress the problems of food, fuel
security and fertilizers,” PM Modi
had said.

Earlier in October, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi spoke to
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. During the telephonic
conversation, PM Modi under-
scored that endangering nuclear
facilities could have catastrophic
consequences on public health
and the environment.

“Prime Minister emphasised
the importance India attaches to
the safety and security of nuclear
installations, including in Ukraine.
He underlined that endangerment
of nuclear facilities could have far-
reaching and catastrophic conse-
quences for public health and the
environment,” according to the
pressrelease issued by Prime Min-
ister’s office. — am

[emizrs
Fiji election results show
parliamentary deadlock

penalize manufacturers. Critics
of the policies also said that devel-
oping nations are likely to be most
affected by this considering they
lack the ability and infratsructure
to update their climate ambitions
quickly.

Sectors covered by the mecha-
nism include cement, aluminium,
fertilisers, electric energy produc-
tion, hydrogen, iron and steel.

SUVA: Fiji’s parliament is in a
stalemate situation after a final tal-
ly of votes in the general elections
of the archipelago nation showed
that neither the incumbent prime
minister nor his political rival se-
cured a majority of seats. Prime
Minister Frank Bainimarama and

his opponent Sitiveni Rabuka were both projected to win 26
seats in the 55-seat parliament, according to the country’s elec-
tion office. Bainimarama, 68, is an ex-navy commando who has

—DwW

won the last two elections after first seizing control in 2006.

Rabuka, 74, is a two-time coup leader and a former prime min-
ister of Fiji. This is only the latest twist in Fiji’s tumultuous gen-
eral election. After polls closed on Wednesday, opposition leader
Rabuka alleged “anomalies” in the count and asked the military
to step in. He was then hauled in by detectives for question-
ing. The government is now likely to be formed through nego-
tiations with the Social Democratic Liberal Party, which holds
three seats in the parliament, and therefore the key to power.

North Korea
fires ballistic
missiles: Seoul

Invitation to Tender

Dhofar Integrated Services Company S.A.0.C (DISC) invites reputable
contractor for carrying out following works in Dhofar Region.

N ___Titleof the Tender _ _ .
Interlink between Rahab Village and Dimeet Village-Disc-DN-R-ZA-2022-
33kv-62

Uganda president lifts all
Ebola-related restrictions

SEOUL: North Korea launched
two ballistic missiles on Sunday
morning, according to South
Korea’s military and Japan’s
coast guard.

Tender Reference Number
DISC/Tender/2022/187-2

KAMPALA: Uganda lifted
all its Ebola-related restric-

Tender Fee :(;:2;2:}:::1::2:!:; Jf::h s ek “Our mi%itary has sprgngth- tions on movement on Sat-
i : : r ened surveillance and vigilance urday, after a two-month
send an e-mail to below mention mail id for tender documents / tender fee while closely cooperating with lockdown. “Currently, there
process. the United States and main- is no transmission, no con-
Experience The Tenderer should have performed similar works in the last three (3] years In

tact under follow-up, no pa-
tients in the isolation facili-
ties, and we are progressing
well with the count down,” President Yoweri Museveni said
in a statement. The virus has killed 56 people and infected 142
since September when authorities announced the outbreak. In
October, Ugandan authorities announced curfew and travel re-
strictions and shut down places of worship and entertainment.

taining a full readiness posture”
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said.

Japan’s defence ministry
added that one of the missiles
covered a distance of 500 km
(310 miles) towards the Sea of
Japan and flew at an altitude of
550 km.

“It threatens the peace and

Sultanate of Oman.

Contractors participating in the tendering process shall be at least Grade-B
registered electrical contractor with Distribution Code Review Panel [DCRP,
Sultanate of Oman. Apart from the above, the Contractors participating in the
tendering process shall have Competent Electrical Person (CEP) certified by DISC
and copy of the valid CEP certificate shall be submitted alang with bid without
which the bids will not be considered for evaluation. Further, Tenderers will be
evaluated as per the HSE qualification criterion specified in the Tender documents.
03:00 PM on 2™ lanuary 2023

Pre-gualificaticn

Tender document sales cut-

off date ;
Tender document published | 03:00 FM on 3" January 2023 security of our country, this re- Gl’e ek paﬂlaﬂleﬂt appIOVBS
date gion, and the international com-
“Site Visit NfA munity, and it is absolutely un- 2 O 2 8 State bl.ldget
Last date for seeking pre bid NSA q acceptable,” said the country’s
clarification senior vice defence minister ATHENS: Greek parliament ratified on Saturday the 2023
Last date for response pre N/A 1 Toshiro Ino. state budget, which foresees 1.8 percent gross domestic product

He added that the missiles
appeared to have landed outside
of Japan’s exclusive economic
zone (EEZ).

(GDP) growth and a 5 percent inflation rate for the year. Initial
estimates of 2.1 percentand 3 » T e —
percent respectively given in ““nhl ..-
October, were revised amidst I Muw ww.
continuing great uncertainty
globally due to the energy
crisis, the Finance ministry
said in a press release. The
year 2022 would close with
5.6 percent of GDP growth
and 9.7 percent of inflation, according to the budget which was
passed with the votes of 156 lawmakers in the 300-member
strong plenary. — agencies

bid clarification

Last date for submission of
bids _

Any Queries Please Contact

03:00 PM on 10" January 2023

Phane 23232554, pur:hauadlﬂ:,nama.am

Tenderers are requested to note that the bids accompanied with Tender Bond (1% of the quoted

bid price and having 90 days validity) shall only be considered for evaluation. Advanced technologies

in development

The missiles detected on
Sunday appear to have been
launched from the Tongchang-
ri area, which is home to North
Korea’s Sohae Satellite Launch-
ing Ground. — ow
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The Argentine star

has longed his whole
career to win the World
Cup. The crowning
moment finally came

on Sunday

DOHA: Lionel Messi has longed his
whole career to win the FIFA World
Cup. On an extraordinary Sunday in
Lusail Stadium, when Messi and Ky-
lian Mbappe lived up to their heavy-
weight billing, the Argentina genius
must have felt he won it three times.

Mbappe became only the second
man after England’s Sir Geoff Hurst
to score a World Cup final hat-trick,
but it is Messi who takes the spoils,
if not the Golden Boot, won by eight-
goal Mbappe.

Not that Messi will mind his Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) teammate win-
ning that race. Messi opened the scor-

GROWNING GLORY FOR

ing and looked destined for a straight
forward triumph until France recov-
ered from 2-0 down to send the game
to extra-time.

Messi struck to restore Argen-
tina’s lead but Mbappe equalised for
a second time. Messi and Mbappe
both scored at the beginning of the
shootout, But Emiliano Martinez
saved from Kingsley Coman and Au-
relien Tchouameni fired wide, leaving
unheralded Gonzalo Montiel to con-
vert the winning kick.

Argentina hadn’t scored in their
two previous final appearances - in
1990 and 2014 - but the South Ameri-
cans had two goals before half-time
and could legitimately have argued
they deserved more.

Messi broke the deadlock. Of
course, he did. Angel Di Maria did
the legwork, deceiving Ousmane
Dembele to skip into the box before
a nudge in the back from the French-
man sent Di Maria tumbling. Messi
nonchalantly rolled his penalty right
and Hugo Lloris dived in the opposite
direction.

Lionel Scaloni’s irresistible team
were swarming all over the 2018
champions. And when France were
hurried out of possession high on
the right, Argentina briskly swept

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022 | A7

upfield. Julian Alvarez eventually
released Alexis Mac Allister, who
guided a perfect ball along the floor
to the back post, where Di Maria
arrived unaccompanied to defeat Llo-
ris with a controlled strike.

Didier Deschamps was never going
to sit on his hands and on 41 minutes
the France coach withdrew Dembele
and Olivier Giroud in favour of Ran-
dal Kolo Muani and Marcus Thuram.

Argentina remained in the as-
cendancy nonetheless and Lloris
was repeatedly worked after the
break. But the remarkable Mbappe,
hitherto barely involved, delivered
a staggering 97-second one-two to
haul France level.

Kolo Muani dashed behind the
Argentina backline, initiating pan-
ic in Nicolas Otamendi, who ille-
gally impeded the attacker’s pro-
gress in the area. Martinez leapt the
right way but couldn’t keep out Mbap-
pe’s crunching strike.

The game had barely restarted
when Coman relieved Messi of pos-
session to instigate another raid.
Mbappe cushioned Adrien Rabiot’s
aerial ball back for Thuram, then
darted forwards to meet the flighted
return with a volley that flew past
Martinez. France pinned back visibly

rattled Argentina but couldn’t claim
the winner, while Lloris tipped over a
rising drive from Messi at the death.

Argentina regained their compo-
sure in time for the extra half hour.
Dayot Upamecano bravely blocked a
goalbound strike from Lautaro Mar-
tinez, who was narrowly wide with
another effort.

It needed Lloris’s outstanding re-
flexes to repel Martinez early in the
second half of extra-time. But there
was no denying Messi on the follow
up, not even Upamecano desperately
trying to clear from the line.

Still, France refused to yield. Mon-
tiel used an arm to block an Mbappe
effort and the nerveless 23-year-old
sent his penalty unerringly into the
left corner. Both teams could have
won it at the very end. Martinez did
exceptionally well to save one-on-one
from Kolo Muani, then an unmarked
Lautaro Martinez headed wide from
in front of goal.

To paraphrase former England
manager Sir Alf Ramsey, Argentina
had won it twice and had to win it all
over again. They did just that to win a
third World Cup and first since 1986.
And to give Messi the prize he so
wanted to add to a personal treasure
trove. - Fira +

KEY STATS

» Lionel Messi played his 27th World

Cup match to move one clear of
Lothar Matthaus and claim the ap-
pearance record outright

Messi’s strike from the penalty spot
was Argentina’s 150th goal in World
Cup matches. They are the third
nation to reach that milestone after
Brazil (237) and Germany (232).

Argentina scored the first goal in all
seven of their matches at Qatar 2022

Messi is the first player to score in
the group stage, Round of 16, quarter-
finals, semi-finals and final in a single
World Cup

Kylian Mbappé is the fifth and
youngest player to score in two
World Cup finals after Vava (1958,
1962), Pelé (1958, 1970), Paul
Breitner (1974, 1982), and Zinedine
Zidane (1998, 2006)

(@FIFAWORLDCUP

Closing ceremony pays artistic tribute to Qatar

DOHA: The FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 delivered another
memory to treasure for fans
around the globe in the form of
a dazzling and uplifting closing
ceremony on Sunday.

The audio and visual spectacu-
lar was staged prior to the final
between France and Argentina
at Lusail Stadium and featured a
number of first-rate performers.

Qatari singer Dana opened
the show with a rendition of It’s
a Wonderful World. She was
accompanied by Tamim Al
Barghouti’s recital of a poem
that salutes the ability of human
beings to set aside differences
and join together to celebrate
‘The Beautiful Game’.

Al Barghouti’s reading sup-
plied a heavy nod to the inspira-
tion underpinning the Closing
Ceremony: the world uniting for
the entirety of the World Cup’s 29
days. The tournament’s 32 com-
! peting nations were represented
z 5 by flying orbs decorated with the
flags of their respective countries.

The orbs descended on to the
field and their movement rep-
resented a symbol of the teams’

(@FIFAWORLD

World Cup paths, until only the
orbs of Argentina and France
remained. Those two spheres
soared into the cool evening sky
in an illustration of the desire
of both teams to achieve the ul-
timate goal of claiming World
Cup glory.

Music took over in the form of
amashup of songs from the World
Cup Official Soundtrack, marking
some of the tournament’s most
memorable moments.

The first track rolling around
the Lusail was (Hayya Hayya)
Better Together, led by Davido
and Aisha. That gave way to Ozu-
na and Gims performing Arhbo,
before an airing of Light the Sky
from Nora Fathi, Balgees, Rahma
Riad and Manal.

This ceremony was designed
as an artistic tribute to the host
country, with around 1,000 peo-
ple from multiple countries in-
volved in bringing the concept
to life. Following its conclusion
2010 Spanish FIFA World Cup
winning goalkeeper Iker Casil-
las and Indian actress Deepika
Padukone delivered the trophy
to the playing area. - rrra+
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THE BEST PLAYERS OF FIFA
WORLD GUP QATAR 2022

AWARDS CEREMONY: His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of Qatar, -
congratulates France’s Kylian Mbappe LIONEL MESSI: Golden Ball Award

. _u'-':-,}—.‘l'-. i

KYLIAN MBAPPE: Golden Boot Award EMILIANO MARTINEZ: Golden Glove Award ENZO FERNANDEZ: Young Player Award
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PETROCHEMICAL PROJECTS

The Saudi Arabian Oil Company
(Aramco), one of the world’s leading
integrated energy and chemicals
companies, China Petroleum and
Chemical Corporation (Sinopec) and
SABIC, are exploring collaboration
across refining and petrochemical
projects in China and Saudi Arabia.

WWW.TIMESOFOMAN.COM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022

MSXINDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,793.73 points,
down by 1.29 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by

0.45 per cent at 490.98 points. Raysut
Cement, up 4.32 per cent, was the top
gainer while Sohar International Bank,
declined by 3.81 per cent.

OMR11mn marine bunker fuel
terminal opens at Port of Dugm

The project will
contribute to
further positioning
Oman as a world-
class logistics and

shipping hub

MUSCAT: The OOMCO Marine
bunker fuel terminal worth OMR11
million at the Port of Dugm was of-
ficially inaugurated yesterday.

OOMCO Marine is the bunker
arm of Oman Oil Marketing Com-
pany (OOMCO). Located in the
Special Economic Zone at Dugm
(Sezad), the OOMCO Marine bun-
ker fuel terminal will supply a full
range of bunker fuel to ships at
the port and port anchorage. The
project will contribute to further
positioning Oman as a world-class
logistics and shipping hub.

The inauguration ceremony was
held under the patronage of Eng.
Ahmed Hassan Al Dheeb, Deputy
Chairman of the Public Authority
for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones (Opaz).

Hilal Al Kharusi, Chairman of the
OOMCO Board of Directors said,
“Inaugurating the OOMCO Marine
bunker fuel terminal at the Port
of Dugm further strengthens the
position of Oman as a world-class
logistics and shipping hub, which is
aligned with the objectives laid out
in Oman Vision 2040. Our terminal
contributes to economic growth and
diversification in Oman while capi-
talising on its strategic position near

established global trade routes.”

On his turn, Tarik Al Junaidi,
CEO of Oman Oil Marketing Com-
pany said, “The OOMCO Marine
fuel terminal and associated bun-
ker business forms a part of our
long-term strategy as a company
to facilitate the growth of multiple
sectors in Oman, including ship-
ping, logistics, energy and their
respective infrastructure. For ex-
ample, efficient shipping means
access to raw materials needed for
economic development, and ena-
bles the manufacturing and export
of goods and products, while of
course considering that shipping
incurs the lowest environmental
footprint in the transport segment

on a per-ton basis.”

The bunker terminal at the Port
of Dugm meets the increasing de-
mands for high-quality and sus-
tainable marine fuels, including
the highest specification compli-
ant HSFO, VLSFO and LSMGO
marine fuel, and International
Organization for Standardization
(ISO) 8217, as well as all low sul-
phur fuel-compliant marine fuels
in line with International Mari-
time Organisation’s (IMO) decar-
bonisation targets.

Bunkers are delivered by a port-
based bunker barge and also direct-
ly by road truck, with the bunker
barge capable of supplying VLSFO
0.5 per cent sulphur and LSMGO

bunker fuels to vessels in the port
and at anchorage, at a pumping rate
ofup to 1,000 m3 / hour.

The safe bunkering services
provided by OOMCO’s marine fuel
terminal ensure that all bunker
deliveries meet the highest inter-
national specification standards,
while it operates according to the
health and safety protocols of the
Port of Dugm. Vessels calling at
Dugm can also take advantage of
a range of other high-quality and
diverse services at the port, in-
cluding pilotage, freshwater sup-
ply, waste collection, tug services,
crew change, de-slopping services,
and ship handling, plus ship spares
and dry dock services. -ona

To quit Russian gas, EU burns billions on LNG

MUNICH: On March 5, just
over a week after Russia invaded
Ukraine, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
expressed concern that the Krem-
lin might turn off the bloc’s gas
tap. “The EU must get rid of its
dependency on fossil fuels,” she
wrote on Twitter. Von der Leyen
then praised Spain, which she
called “a frontrunner here, with its
large renewables share and LNG
capacities.”

It would not be the last time
that von der Leyen appears to have
placed liquefied natural gas within
the category of renewable energies.
The problem is that LNG is also a
fossil fuel: It is pumped out of the
ground — in some cases fracked —
and in the end burned in ways that
are destructive for the climate. This
conflation by von der Leyen, who
spearheaded the European Green
Deal, the EU’s road map to decar-
bonisation, could cost the bloc eco-
logically and financially.

At the Economist’s Sustainabil-
ity Summit in March, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres
called fossil fuels “a stupid invest-
ment, leading to billions in strand-
ed assets.” Countries must “accel-
erate the phaseout of coal and all
fossil fuels,” Guterres said. “This is
madness. Addiction to fossil fuels
is mutually assured destruction.”

And yet the EU is currently in-
vesting billions of euros into fossil
fuel infrastructure that will either
become obsolete or much more
expensive to maintain if the bloc
does not intend to further exacer-
bate the climate crisis.

LNG is booming and costs
are high

The largest gas consumer in the
EU is Germany, followed by Italy,
the Netherlands, Slovakia and
France, according to Eurostat.
These countries are now trying
to replace their gas imports from
Russia with supplies from other
sources.

“Since the beginning of the war,
LNG imports to Europe have in-
creased by 58%,” said Paula Di
Mattia Peraire, a gas analyst with
Independent Commodity Intel-
ligence Services (ICIS). Because
of this, Germany, Greece and Italy

in particular — as well as Ireland,
France, the Netherlands and Po-
land — are expanding their infra-
structure to receive LNG.

“There are a lot of investments
going on in Europe regarding
LNG,” Peraire said. “If all these
projects materialise — around 15
new projects till the end of 2024
— that will bring the regasification
capacity up by 70 billion cubic me-
tres per year.”

A particularly large amount of
government money is flowing into
coastal terminals where cooled LNG
is offloaded and heated until it can
be injected into pipeline networks.
Currently, there are too few of these
terminals — especially in the North
Sea and Baltic Sea — to meet the Eu-
ropean Union’s gas needs.

Furthermore, instead of flow-
ing from east to west, LNG gas will
have to flow from Spain, France
and the Netherlands to Central
and Eastern Europe. However, as
gas pipelines are mostly one-way
streets, a “reverse flow” is only
possible to a limited extent. The
German capacities, which are geo-
graphically central within Europe
and therefore key to the network,
would have to be at least doubled
for this to happen, according to the
Fraunhofer Institute.

Another heavy toll would come

in commissioning a fleet to ship
gas to Europe. LNG tankers, eas-
ily recognizable by their spherical
tanks, can hold up to 175,000 cubic
meters of liquefied gas, the equiva-
lent of 90 million cubic meters of
less-dense pipeline gas. So, to re-
place the annual 167 billion cubic
meters of Russian gas, about 1,800
shiploads — or five per day — are
needed for the European Union.
According to the Institute of Ship-
ping Economics and Logistics, this
would require 160 new tankers ata
unit price of $220 million (€212.5
million), for a total of $35.2 billion.

‘An emergency now’

The European Union has an-
nounced its intent to become cli-
mate-neutral by 2050. Germany
is aiming for 2045. If the EU burns
more LNG, however, emissions
will rise. “We have an emergency
now,” said Ganna Gladkykh, who
researches clean-energy transi-
tions for the European Energy
Research Alliance (EERA). “Even
the International Energy Agency
says there should be zero fossil
fuels investment, zero investment
in fossil fuel infrastructure. Then
we will be able to reach the climate
goals.” The EU’s pumping billions
of euros into gas infrastructure is
contrary to that. “It does not make

sense to invest in LNG and Europe
particularly,” Gladkykh said.

High-cost hydrogen hopes
Gases produced in climate-friend-
lier ways are intended to mitigate
the problem. Instead of fossil gas-
es, ammonia and especially liquid
hydrogen are to be processed with-
in a few years. Should that happen,
the stated intent is to repurpose
the tankers, terminals and transit
pipelines for the new fuels — aplan
many are sceptical about.

“Whenever they say the infra-
structure is hydrogen-ready, this is
the way of comforting the public,”
Gladkykh said. “The storyline that
policymakers are selling is that:
‘We invest in LNG. We are aware
that it’s fossil fuels. But don’t you
worry ... it will become greener
because we will have an improve-
ment in hydrogen technology and
then we will just receive hydrogen
through it.”

Because hydrogen is more explo-
sive and therefore more danger-
ous, the transition would require
different alloys and materials — as
well as “a significant additional
investment,” said Rainer Quitzow,
research group leader at the Insti-
tute for Advanced Sustainability
Studies. “The switch to hydrogen
is not settled,” he said. -ow

MSX releases names of 23
Sharia-compliant firms

MUSCAT: Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) has announced a
list of Sharia-compliant compa-
nies for the third quarter of 2022.
The list includes 23 joint-stock
companies listed on MSX whose
business and financial conduct
conformed with the require-
ments of Islamic Sharia, accord-
ing to the Sharia rules set by the
Accounting and Auditing Organi-

sation for Islamic Financial In-
stitutions.

The index sample, which in-
cludes the topmost 15 companies
that comply with Sharia stand-
ards for four consecutive quar-
ters of any full fiscal year, will be
affected by this disclosure, nota-
bly with Oman Fisheries Compa-
ny existing and Oman Packaging
Company entering the list. -ona

New CFO appointed
by Renaissance

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Renaissance has ap-
pointed Raashid Ali as its new
Chief Financial Officer (CFO).
Raashid, who has held leadership
positions in organisations across
the Middle East and India, joined
the company in December 2022.

In a career span of over three
decades, Raashid has successfully
managed multiple brands under a
single asset, implemented finan-
cial strategies that have driven
capital adequacy, and enhanced
shareholder value for companies
by scaling up profitability.

A Chartered Accountant,
Raashid has worked with lead-
ing organisations like DAMAC
Group, Aljomaih Automotive
(largest General Motors dealer
in the GCC), Tatweer/Jumeirah
International, Yum! Brands, Pep-
siCo International and KPMG
in the Middle East and India.
Raashid was also the founder of
Henry Havaldar, one of north-
ern India’s most popular cloud
kitchen concepts. His expertise
extends to supply chain manage-
ment, mergers and acquisitions,
commercial bids, and statutory,
regulatory, fiscal and perfor-
mance reporting compliances.

Stephen R Thomas, CEO, Re-
naissance said, “We are glad to
welcome Raashid to Renaissance

as the company aims for expo-
nential growth with sights on
new segments and geographies.
We are confident that Raashid’s
extensive experience will add
great value to our future-focused
Renaissance 2.0 objectives of
delivering smart sustainable ser-
vice solutions.”
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MSX index
ends lower

Raysut Cement, up 4.32 per cent, was the top

gainer while Sohar International Bank, down

3.81 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,793.73 points, down by
1.29 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended
down by 0.45 per cent at 490.98
points. Raysut Cement, up 4.32
per cent, was the top gainer while
Sohar International Bank, down
3.81 per cent, was the top loser.
Shares of Muscat Finance were
the most active in terms of the
number of shares traded while
Bank Muscat were the most ac-
tive in terms of turnover.

A total number of 454 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMR2.19 million,
with more than 9.76 million
shares changing hands. Out of
43 traded securities, 7 advanced,
22 declined, and 14 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
domestic investors were net sell-
ers for OMR176,000 while GCC
& Arab investors were net buy-
ers for OMR150,000, followed by
foreign investors for OMR26,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7764.73 points, down 1.29 per
cent. Prices of Oman United In-
surance and Muscat Finance

ST0CKEXCHNGE Baiiauo Wy =

were up by 2.65 per cent and
1.52 per cent respectively. Prices
of Sohar International Bank, Al
Shargia Investment, Bank Dho-
far, Bank Nizwa, and Global Fi-
nancial Investments were down
by 4.32 per cent, 3.80 per cent,
2.86 per cent, 2.02 per cent and
1.79 per cent respectively.
Industrial Index closed at
6,401.42 points, down 0.11 per
cent. Prices of Raysut Cement
was up by 4.32 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of A’Saffa Foods,
Jazeera Steel Products, Galfar
Engineering, Al Anwar Ceram-
ics, and Al Maha Ceramics were
down by 3.45 per cent, 2.16 per
cent, 1.14 per cent, 0.48 per cent
and 0.46 per cent respectively.
Services Index was down by
0.35 per cent before closing at
1,589.59 points. Prices of Semb-
corp Salalah and Oman Telecom
were up by 3.08 per cent and 043
per cent respectively. Prices of Al
Suwadi Power, Al Batinah Power,
OIFC, SMN Power Holding, and
Al Jazeera Services were down
by 345 per cent, 3.45 per cent,
2.31 per cent, 2.27 per cent and
1.12 per cent respectively. — united
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Index High Low. Value Prev.Value.......... ) i o Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.......omimummemrumenrenernaeenes 4,857.54 ....ccoenee 4,791.36 479373 4,856.20 -62.47 -1.29
FINANCIAL INDEX......ocoomeieumrnecns 7,874.67 .7,759.31 7,764.73 7,866.21 -101.49 -1.29
Industry Inde f 6,388.11 6,401.42 6,408.27 -6.85 -0.11
Services Index 1,598.57 1,586.94 1,589.59 1,595.16 -5.57 -0.35
MSX Shariah Index 49272 490.29 490.98 493.22 -2.24 -045
MSX TR INDEX. 6,131.11 6,047.57 6,050.56 6,129.41 -78.85 -1.29
FINANCIAL TR IDX.. ,239. 8,119.25 8,124.92 8,231.11 -106.20 -1.29
SERVICES TR IDX . 1,677.26 1,680.06 1,685.95 -5.89 -0.35
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX 6,708.65 6,650.82 6,664.67 6,671.80 -7.13 -0.11
Trading Summary

Volume ..... .Turnover .. Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
9,768,009... 2,187173... 454..... ..23,741,889,922 7 22 14 43

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

1SIN. SECURITY NAME

REGULAR MARKET

VOLUME ........... TURNOVER ... TRADES......... OPEN PRICE ... HIGH......

(1) P— LAST BID o LAST OFFER..........PAR VALUE

OMO0000001087. OMAN UNITED INSUR

0OMO0000003026

0OMO0000001400 OMAN FLOUR MILLS

OMAN TELECOM.......oosccrierrierrsnersense

OMO0000002200 AHLI BANK

0OMO0000003000 AIMAHA PETROLEUM

OMO0000003281. TAAGEER FINANCE

OMO0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS

0OMO0000003968

OM0000002168.

0OMO0000003224 RENAISSANCE SER.

OMO0000001152 OMAN NAT. ENG.

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT

.100..... 31,000,000

.100...696,000,000
0.100...110,250,000

.100....319,743,824
.100..... 62,652,000

0.09¢ 0.100...... 25,607,518

.24,090,000

277,302,242

,680,000

(5}
0.100.2,176,855,148

0OMO0000002226 ALJAZEERA SERVICES

0OMO0000001483. NATIONAL BANK OMAN

OMO0000003125. GLOBALINV.H

OM0000002176
OM0000001525

JAZEERA STEEL PROD.
OMAN INVST& FIN..

.100.....16,280,337

..471,524,443

...... 11,000,000

0OMO0000002440 AL SHARQIA INV.
OMO0000003398 SOHARINT. BANK

51,837

..... 30,099,000

........ 6,840,000
... 463,596,291

Total 19

Parallel Market .....

OM0000001418..
OM0000004735

RAYSUT CEMENT ....
SEMBCORP SALALAH.

OMO0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE

OMO0000008868
OM0000001160..
OM0000001319..

THE PEARL REIF
NATIONAL GAS ...
ALUMINIUM PROD.

.33,800,000

-....63,956,321
... 20,578,804

< 50,547,655
925,000

OM0000001517 .. HSBC BANK OMAN

325436

2,685,716

OMO0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL

260,742 ..........

OMO0000005963 PHOENIX POWER.

700

OMO0000006912. AHLIA INSURANCE.

6,550

OM0000008710. BARKA DESALINATION

288

OM0000006979 OMAN QATAR INSUR.

100

..324,050,672
-...15,575,000

61,429,261
..45,600,000

OM0000003521.. GALFAR ENGINEER.

591

OMO0000002374. UNITED FINANCE

385,845

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

BTG —

....10,119,948
..19,900,000
+:35,116,655
23,043,531

OMO0000004248.......... SMN POWER HOLDING

OM0000002549 BANK DHOFAR

70,000
4,824

OM0000002804
OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

ASAFFAFOODS......oocommicerisrssssssssssssssssssssssssens 108,222

..216,984,444

204,100

........ 8,584,331
..509,379,744
..26,880,000

OMO0000004933 AL SUWADIPOWER

260,900.

Total 0

4,620,831......425,070. 269

.....18,896,848
-..20,003,378

Goldman Sachs plans to cut thousands of
employees as Wall Street layoffs intensify

NEW YORK: Goldman Sachs
Group Inc (GS.N) is planning to
cut thousands of employees to
navigate a difficult economic en-
vironment, a source familiar with
the matter said.

The layoffs are the latest sign
that cuts are accelerating across
Wall Street as deal-making dries
up. Investment banking revenues
have plunged this year amid a
slowdown in mergers and share
offerings, marking a stark rever-
sal from a blockbuster 2021 when
bankers received big pay bumps,
Reuters reported.

Goldman Sachs had 49,100
employees at the end of the third
quarter after adding significant
numbers of staff during the pan-
demic. Its headcount will remain
above pre-pandemic levels, the
source said. The workforce stood
at 38,300 at the end of 2019, ac-
cording to a filing.

The number of employees that
will be affected by the layoffs is
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BERLIN: German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz and other senior
government officials officially
opened the country’s first float-
ing liquefied natural gas (LNG)
terminal on Saturday.

The opening of the LNG im-
port terminal is a milestone in
Germany’s plans to find alter-
nate sources of natural gas. Ber-
lin was forced to quickly shift its
heavy reliance on Russian fossil
fuel imports in the wake of Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine.

Speaking in the northern port
city of Wilhelmshaven where
the LNG terminal is located,
Scholz praised how quickly the
facility was built.

The terminal, floating off the
North Sea coast, was built in
a record time of just under 10
months. The project shows that
Germany “is capable of new be-
ginnings and speed,” Scholz said
at the inauguration ceremony.
The chancellor added that Ger-
many’s LNG projects will help
make the country “independent
from pipelines out of Russia.”

Economy Minister Robert
Habeck, Finance Minister Chris-
tian Lindner and Lower Saxony
state premier Stephan Weil were
also in attendance.

“We are taking a very impor-
tant step today for energy supply
security in Germany,” Habeck
said. The Green Party politician
also emphasised that the govern-
ment is “pushing renewable en-

still being discussed, and details
are expected to be finalised early
next year, the source said.

The bank is weighing a sharp cut
to the annual bonus pool this year,
a separate source familiar with the
matter said. That contrasts with in-
creases of 40 per cent to 50 per cent
for top-performing investment
bankers in 2021, Reuters reported
in January, citing people with di-

ergy” sources with the same zeal.

Scholz greenlit the LNG pro-
jects on February 27 this year —
just days after Russian President
Vladimir Putin launched the in-
vasion of Ukraine.

The facility opened off of Wil-
helmshaven is slated to feed an
estimated 6 per cent of Germa-
ny’s gas demand into the energy
grid each year.

Environmental groups have
sharply criticised Scholz’s gov-
ernment for ramping up fossil
fuel energy sources in the scram-
ble to fill the energy gaps left by
Russian supplies to Germany be-
ing short this winter.

The German Federation for
the Environment and Nature
Conservation, in particular, said
that the same speed with which
the LNG terminal was built
should also be applied to “the
phase-out of fossil fuel energy.”

rect knowledge of the matter.

“GS needs to show that its costs
are as variable as its revenues,
especially after a year when it
provided special rewards to top
managers during the boom times,”
wrote Mike Mayo, a banking ana-
lyst at Wells Fargo.

“Goldman Sachs now needs to
show that it can do the same when
business is not as good and that

German Chancellor opens
country’s first LNG terminal

“There is actually nothing to
celebrate,” BUND regional board
member Imke Zwoch told Ger-
man news agency DPA.

The liquefied natural gas fa-
cility that opened on Saturday
is the first of five terminals that
are due to be opened by the end
of nextyear.

Another LNG terminal is slat-
ed for construction in Wilhelms-
haven, while there will also be
facilities in the northern cities of
Brunsbittel, Stade and Lubmin.

The LNG terminal opened on
Saturday includes a specially
equipped ship called a floating
storage and regasification unit.
This vessel docked on Thursday
carrying 165,000 cubic metres
of LNG.

According to Habeck’s Econo-
my Ministry, the LNG terminals
will be able to provide a third of
Germany’s natural gas needs.-ow

they live up to the old Wall St. ad-
age that they ‘eat what they kill,”
he said in anote.

The company’s stock fell 1.3 per
cent in afternoon trading along-
side shares of JPMorgan & Chase
Co (JPM.N) and Morgan Stanley
(MS.N), which fell 0.6 per cent and
1.3 per cent, respectively.

Goldman shares have slumped
almost 10 per cent this year. But
they have outperformed the broad-
er S&P 500 bank index (SPXBK),
which is down 24 per cent year to
date. Thelatest plan would include
hundreds of employees being cut
from Goldman’s consumer busi-
ness, a source said.

The bank signalled it was scal-
ing back its ambitions for Marcus,
the loss-making consumer unit,
in October. Goldman also plans to
stop originating unsecured con-
sumer loans, a source familiar
with the move told Reuters earlier
this week, another sign it is step-
ping back from the business. -ena

Aramco, Sinopec
and SABIC expand
refining and
petrochemical
cooperation

DHAHRAN: The Saudi Arabian
0Oil Company (Aramco), one of the
world’s leading integrated energy
and chemicals companies, China
Petroleum and Chemical Corpo-
ration (Sinopec) and SABIC, are
exploring collaboration across re-
fining and petrochemical projects
in China and Saudi Arabia.

Aramco and Sinopec have signed
heads of agreement for a greenfield
project in Gulei, Fujian Province,
which plans to include a 320,000
barrels-per-day refinery and 1.5
million tons-per-year petrochemi-
cal cracker complex. It is expected
to commence operations by the end
0of 2025.

Additionally, Aramco, SABIC
and Sinopec signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding on Decem-
ber 15, to study the economic and
technical feasibility of developing
anew petrochemical complex to be
integrated with an existing refinery
in Yanbu, Saudi Arabia.

Aramco Senior Vice President
of Downstream Mohammed Y. Al
Qahtani said: “These projects rep-
resent an opportunity to contrib-
ute to a modern, efficient and inte-
grated downstream sector in both
China and Saudi Arabia. They also
underpin our long-term commit-
ment to remain a reliable supplier
of energy and chemicals to Asia’s
largest economy.” -spa
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YOUR SENSE

OF SMELL IS A
POWERFUL PART
OF THE HUMAN
EXPERIENCE.
SMELL
STRONGLY
INFLUENCES
HOW
SOMETHING
TASTES.
EMOTION CAN
BE INFLUENCED
BY CERTAIN
SMELLS. AND

IF YOUR SENSE
OF SMELL IS
MINIMISED OR
YOU’VE LOST IT
COMPLETELY,
IT COULD BE
AN EARLY
INDICATOR OF
BRAIN DISEASE.

LIFESTYLE

The nose
knows

While temporary

loss of smell may in-

dicate you have a cold,
COVID-19 or a respiratory
virus, ongoing and progres-
sive smell loss may be one of
the most important signals of
brain health, including risk for
Parkinson’s disease.

According to a research
study sponsored by The Mi-
chael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research (MJFF),
up to 30% of people with en-
during smell loss showed brain
changes associated with Par-
kinson’s disease - a chronic,
neurodegenerative disease that
currently affects an estimated 6
million people worldwide.

Importantly, smell loss can
happen years or even decades
before the traditional motor
Parkinson’s symptoms appear,
such as tremors or difficulty
with balance. But studies have
shown it can be surprisingly dif-
ficult to know whether you have
smell loss - 7 in 10 people living
with it didn’t know until they
were tested.

“From my role on a hospice
team caring for others, I used to
think Parkinson’s started with
a tremor or other movement
symptoms. Little did I know, I
had lost my sense of smell years
before noticing its impact on
my work, daily life and connec-
tion to my own diagnosis,” says
Reni Winter-Evans, 68, of West
Point, Indiana, a medical social
worker and former journalist
who lives with Parkinson’s and
is an active research volunteer.

The scratch-and-
sniff test

While scientists don’t yet know
why smell loss occurs in Par-
kinson’s, researchers are hard
at work trying to uncover this
link. It could be an important
missing puzzle piece in under-
standing Parkinson’s, includ-
ing who’s at risk for the disease,
who gets it, who doesn’t and
why.

Now, MJFF is using a simple
screening tool to measure your
risk for brain disease. It’s a free
“scratch-and-sniff smell test”
for people over age 60 living
without Parkinson’s, developed
by scientists at the University
of Pennsylvania.

“Research is  becoming

clearer that our sense

YOUR

of

smell

has the

power to

help scien-

tists answer

key questions

around how Par-

kinson’s develops

and when it begins,”

says Maggie Kuhl, vice
president of research en-
gagement at MJFF. “In ad-
dition to helping further brain
disease research, taking a test
is a simple, free tool people can
use to assess their own ability to
smell.”

Getting started is easy - peo-
ple aged 60 and up without a
Parkinson’s diagnosis can re-
quest a free smell test at MyS-
mellTest.org/GetStarted for
delivery right to their door.

The 40 scratch-and-sniff
multiple-choice questions are
simple. You’ll be asked ques-
tions like, “Does this page
smell like a rose, mint or cof-
fee?” Then, you’ll submit your
answers online and the results
have the potential to change our
understanding of brain disease,
who gets it and why.

“It’s an opportunity to help
people and families around the
world living with this disease,
and partner with leading sci-
entists toward our joint goal of
ending Parkinson’s for good.
And, for many, the test is a fun
and easy way to get involved,”
says Kuhl.

The opportunity to
further Parkinson’s
prevention

Scientists will then analyze
your smell test results and you
may be asked to join MJFF’s
landmark brain health
study, the Parkinson’s
Progression Mark-

ers Initiative

(PPMI),

that

seeks

t o

enroll

100,000 par-

ticipants with

and without the
disease in the hopes
of better understand-
ing and preventing it.

Currently underway
across the United States and
the world, both in-person and
online, smell test participants
will be able to join PPMI and
contribute valuable insights
into the link between smell loss
and brain health.

“We can only find a cure for
brain diseases if we volunteer
for research and educate our-
selves on what we can actively
do today to boost our brain
health. I wish I had known
about smell loss and its connec-
tion to Parkinson’s earlier in my
disease journey,” says Winter-
Evans, who began participating
in PPMI after noticing Parkin-
son’s symptoms. “Today, I par-
ticipate in research because I
feelastrongsense of dutytohelp
in any way possible to provide a
disease-free future for myself,

KNOWS IT ALL

SMELL IS HELPING SCIENTISTS
DETEGT BRAIN DISEASE AND
WHAT YOU GAN DO TO HELP

my-
children

and every-

one else.”

Not every-
one with smell
loss will go on to
develop brain dis-
ease. That said, every-
one can play a valuable
role in helping find better
treatments, cures and even
prevention of brain disease al-
together.

If you're over 60 and living
without Parkinson’s, consider
taking a few moments to put
your nose to the test: MyS-
mellTest.org/GetStarted.

-BPT
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Five Omani runners conquer Dol
Inthanon mountain in Thailand

Fresh from a
successful race at

the Himam Trail Run
Race, all five travelled
to Thailand to acquire
the Running Stones
credits needed

to qualify for the
UTMB® Chamonix
2023, taking place in
August next year

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Omani ultra-trail run-
ners Hamed Al Harthi, Hamdan
Al Khatri, Mohammed Al Shizawi,
Issa Al Abri and Dr Yaqoob Al Na-
dabi all took part in and completed
Thailand by UTMB® set within the
Doi Inthanon National Park near
to Chiang Mai in the country’s
north.

Fresh from a successful race
at the Himam Trail Run Race, all
five travelled to Thailand to gain

r

more experience and acquire the
Running Stones credits needed
to qualify for the big one: UTMB®
Chamonix 2023, taking place at
the end of August next year.

Hamdan Al Khatri finished sec-
ond in the Al Hajar Range Chal-
lenge 100km race in Birkat Al
Mouz, just seven minutes behind
legendary nine-time Marathon
des Sables champion Rachid El
Morabity of Morocco.

He continued his good form by
finishing the Summit 160km race
in 31 hours, 36 minutes and 51
seconds, finishing 43rd out of 287
finishers.

He said, “I really enjoyed the
race. At times it was difficult, but
I trained well, and the Himam
Trail Run was great preparation.
I feel I am running really well in
all conditions and will look to
continue this form as we get close

Issa Al Abri arriving at the finish line.

il
Dr Yagoob arriving at the finish
line.

to UTMB® Chamonix 2023 in
August and September. It really
was amazing to see the landscape
and turning the corner to see the
mountain tops and rice fields gave
all of us, I think, the inspiration to
keep going.”

As one of Oman’s most experi-
enced ultra-trail runners, Hamed
Al Harthi has completed races all
around the world. This time out
he also took on the Summit 160km
race, completing the course in 45
hours, 56 minutes and 23 seconds.
At 64 years old he was one of the
oldest competitors in this year’s
race and finished 2nd in the 60-64
age category.

Fellow Omani Mohammed Al
Shizawi finished 155th overall in
the Summit 160km race, crossing
the line after 42 hours, 32 minutes
and 25 seconds.

Speaking after the race, Hamed
said, “Switching from the dry heat
of Oman to the humidity of Thai-
land takes time to acclimatise to
and adds a new challenge to the
race. I am pleased with my per-
formance to have completed the
course. Aside from the conditions,

India record 188-run victory over
Bangladesh, take 1-0 lead in series

CHATTOGRAM: Axar Patel
and Kuldeep Yadav wrapped up
Bangladesh’s tail to give India an
emphatic 188-run win in the first
test of the two-match series here
at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Sta-
dium, Chattogram.

India moved to the third spot in
the ICC World Test Champion-
ship table with this win as Bang-
ladesh succumbed to the brilliant
blowing of India’s spinners losing
their four wickets within an hour
of the first session of the fifth day.
The spin duo of Axar Patel and
Kuldeep Yadav accounted for sev-
en wickets to dismantle the hosts.
Axar scalped four wickets while
Kuldeep bagged three to take his
tally to eight for the match.

Bangladesh resumed their
inning at 272/6 with Mehidy
Hasan Miraz (9) and Shakin
Al Hasan (40) at the crease for
the hosts. Things were off to a
positive start for Bangladesh as
Mehidy drove Mohammed Siraj
through the covers in the first
over of the day while Shakib
slog-swept Axar Patel for a six
from the opposite end.

However, the hosts were bowed
out for 324 runs as the Indian
bowlers took just 11.2 overs to
wrap up the second inning. Me-
hidy sliced one to backward point
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after failing to swat Siraj on the
up. Shakib attacked the Indian
spinners and smashed a barrage
of boundaries before being sent
out for 84 by Kuldeep Yadav.

The chinaman removed Ebadot
Hossain in his next over while
Axar castled Taijul Islam to give
India a 1-0 lead in the series, bol-
stering their chances of a place
in the World Test Championship

final. Earlier, India struck three
more times in the final session of
the fourth day of the match, leav-
ing the hosts struggling at 272/6
at the end of the day’s play, with
241 more runs required to win
with only four wickets in hand.

At the end of the play, Shakib al
Hasan (40*) and Mehidy Hasan
Miraz (9*) were unbeaten for
Bangladesh.

W

Kuldeep Yadavwas declared the

player of the match for his eight
wickets and his valuable knock of
40 runs in the first inning.

Brief scores: Bangladesh 150
and 324 (Zakir Hasan 100, Shak-
ib Al Hasan 84, Axar Patel 4-77)
vs India 404 and 258/2 declared
(Shubman Gill 110, Cheteshwar
Pujara 102*%, Khaled Ahmed
1/51). -am
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Hamed Al Harthi during the race.

the climb to over 2000 metres is
difficult but the views from the top
are worthwhile. I am thankful to
the local people for their kindness
in welcoming all of the runners to
their region; it really shows that we
are all one community.”

Dr Yaqoob completed the
100km Al Hajar Range Challenge
at the Himam Trail Run Race in
27th place - crossing the line with
a time of 26 hours, 23 minutes
and 41 seconds. Issa raced The
Adventure 55km route in Birkat
Al Mougz, finishing 7th overall in
a time of seven hours, 16 minutes
ad 49 seconds.

The pair took on the Pagoda
50km race in Thailand with Issa
making it home first out, in 77th
place overall out of 1,061 runners
and completing the course in eight
hours 51 minutes and 49 seconds.
Dr Yaqgoob was just over two hours

behind, finishing in273rd place
with a time of 11 hours, five min-
utes and 18 seconds.

Each route took runners on an
incredible immersive journey
through native forest, taking them
up a gradual climb from 400 to
2100 metres above sealevel.

The race routes gave all four a
close look at the local culture as
they pass through ancestral lands
of the Hmong, Pga-Gan-Yaw and
Karenic tribes, allowing them to
experience the peaceful ways of
life as well as enjoying awe-inspir-
ing views of the terraced rice pad-
dy fields and cool temperatures in
beautiful, tropical, humid forests.

Training will resume in Janu-
ary as each runner looks to build
endurance and cover a variety of
distances in preparation for a busy
calendar of races in Oman and
around the world.

Brook century
powers England
to narrow lead
over Pakistan

KARACHLI: England’s Harry Brook
rich vein of form continued as he
scored his third century in as many
matches while Ben Foakes hit a
half-century to guide England to a
29-run lead over Pakistan at the end
of day two of the final Test of the se-
ries at Karachi’s National Stadium
on Sunday.

The 23-year-old Brook made
111 to continue his excellent start
to Test cricket, putting on partner-
ships with Ollie Pope and captain
Ben Stokes before a stand of 117
with Foakes. Spinners Nauman Ali
and Abrar Ahmed played a big role
in stemming England’s flow on ei-
ther side of the sixth-wicket stand,
picking up four wickets apiece asthe
visitors were eventually dismissed
for 354, in response to Pakistan’s
first innings total of 304.

England lost two wickets in quick
succession shortly after resuming
on 7-1, with Nauman first trapping
Ben Duckett low and then getting
Joe Root to depart for a duck after
being caught in the slips on the next
delivery.

Nauman was denied a hat-trick

by Brook, who kept England’s chase
going, despite Pope being bowled by
Abrar and Stokes losing his wicket
in a run out following a mix-up be-
tween the batters.

Brook and Foakes then revived
England’s innings, building a defi-
ant partnership which ended when
Mohammad Wasim was able to find
a chink in Brook’s armour to dis-
miss him lbw.

Foakes valiantly fought on, scor-
ing 64, but skied a delivery from
Nauman to mid-on, where it was
caught by Abdullah Shafique.

The last bit of English resistance
came through Jack Leach and Ol-
lie Robinson, who combined for 30
runs before Robinson was bowled
by Abrar to end England’s innings.

England were unable to take
any wickets in the few overs that
Pakistan batted on day two, with
Shafique ending on 14 while Shan
Masood was on 3.

England won the opening Test
by 74 runs and then sealed a 26-run
victory in the second to secure their
first series victory in Pakistan since
2000-01 -Agencies

OCA thrash Muscat Australia defeat South Africa to close

Women by 98 runs

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Cricket Acad-
emy recorded 98-run victory
against Muscat Women in the
Oman Cricket Women’s League
Season 2022-23 powered by TM
Done.

Electing to bat first, Skipper
Vaishali Jesrani and Nitya Joshi
opened the batting for OCA Wom-
en. Both openerslooked in sublime
form and tandem as they tonked
the Muscat Women for 57 runs in
the powerplay. Nitya Joshi took up
the charge and continued charg-
ing onto the bowling with Vaishali
getting out scoring 39 of 37 balls
stitching a 122 run opening stand.

In at No.3, Nayan Anil joined
hands with Nitya Joshi to take
OCA Women to 232 runs. Nitya
Joshi remained not out jotting
62 runs. This was a record for
the highest total of OCA Women
in a T20 match. In response,
Muscat Women got off to a
steady start by openers Nikithaa

Jagadish and Amanda Dcosta.

The Muscat Women could not
race up to the required run rate
with Amanda Dcosta scoring 56
of 48 balls and Muscat Women
falling short of 98 runs.

Brief scores : OCA Women
232/2 in 20 overs (Nitya Joshi
62(81) 5x4, Vaishali Jesrani
39(37) 6x4 ; Nikithaa Jagadish
47/1) beat Muscat Women 134/1
in 20 overs (Amanda Dcosta
56(48) 7x4 ; Nitya Joshi 30/1) by
98 runs.

in on World Test Championship final

BRISBANE: Australiahave main-
tained their unbeaten Test status
at home this summer and closed
in on booking a spot at next year’s
World Test Championship final
with a decisive six-wicket victory
over a disappointing South Africa
in Brisbane on Sunday.

The win sees Australia move
further ahead at the top of the
World Test Championship stand-
ings, while South Africa are over-
taken by India and drop to third as
aresult of the loss.

Australia now hold a 76.92 win
percentage, with India (55.77) now
ahead of South Africa (54.55) fol-
lowing their 188-run triumph over
Bangladesh in Chattogram earlier
in the day.

The Test match was over in
less than two days as Australia’s
strong bowling attack - with
some assistance from a bowler-
friendly surface at The Gabba -
made light work of South Africa’s
batters with an impressive team
performance.

Skipper Pat Cummins (5/42)
and the consistent Scott Boland
(2/14) did the majority of the dam-
age on Sunday, while Mitchell
Starc (2/26) picked up his 300th

Test wicket early in the day as
South Africa were skittled for just
99 in their second innings. South
Africa caused some concern in the
Australia camp when they claimed

four wickets. The hosts chased
down the 34 required for victory,
with Marnus Labuschagne (5%)
and Cameron Green (0*) guid-
ing the side home as the Aussies
clinched the opening match of the
three-game series.

The battle to reach next year’s
‘World Test Championship decider
at The Oval is still wide open, with
South Africa a chance to reclaim
second place with positive results
during the remaining two Tests
in Australia. The Proteas travel
to Melbourne for the second Test
that commences on Boxing Day,
before the third and final Test of
the series in Sydney early in the
New Year.

Australia will be keen to add to
the three Test matches they have
won against the West Indies and
South Africa at home this summer,
with a difficult trip to India for
four Tests in February and March
to likely to decide who claims the
two spots in the World Test Cham-
pionship final. -ice
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The Myriad Muscat celebrates
its first anniversary in style

The Myriad Muscat
endeavours to
incorporate comfort
and safetyina
modern living
environment
dedicated exclusively
to women

MUSCAT: The Myriad Muscat —
the first all-ladies living communi-
ty and retail complex celebrated its
first anniversary in style recently.
The Myriad Muscat endeavours
to incorporate comfort and safety
in a modern living environment
dedicated exclusively to women.
It is in the heart of Al Khoud, near
SQU, and is well connected to the

Muscat Expressway.

The property sprawls across
14,000 square metres, offering
accommodations for over 2,700
women. Residents have the free-
dom of choice between various
single and multi-occupancy room
types to best suit their needs.

“The Myriad Muscat is one of its
kind, designed to be a launchpad

New maserati.com
site 1s now online

MODENA: Maserati is begin-
ning a new era of digital custom-
er experience: the www.maserati.
com/global/en website is now
online, with new sections and
features. The website is the start-
ing point for the development of
an integrated digital experience
for Maserati customers, made
possible by sales support tools
that result in a personalised cus-
tomer journey online.

Maserati.com consists of three
main sections: Models, Brands
and Ownership.

The “Models” section has a
new layout, offering all the in-
formation there is on the range
and trims. In the “Brand” section,
the digital experience is made
immersive by the area focusing
on the values, history and fasci-
nating facts about the Trident
Brand. In particular, the “Stories
of Audacity” page is a veritable
magazine with a live feed of the
latest and greatest Maserati sto-
ries, news and events. Finally,
“Ownership”, a content-packed

<>

-

section directly linked to the Ma-
serati Owner Apps.

The customer journey online
has changed purchasing behav-
iour, especially in the luxury seg-
ment where digital services have
become key elements. Maserati’s
response is to make digital the
linchpin of the sales and owner-
ship experience, including ser-
vices such as the new OTO Retail
project (‘OTO’ stands for “online
to offline”, and vice versa) and
Maserati membership.

In the coming months, the ma-
serati.com/global/en site will con-
tinue to implement new features.
With the arrival of the Folgore
range, a series of support tools
will also be provided for the future
owners of 100% electric Maseratis.

(e

for young women in Oman. Our
mission is to provide a safe and ful-
filling community exclusively for
women and to be pioneers in stu-
dent and working women’s hous-
ing. “We have created this beau-
tiful project based on in-depth
research and analysis of today’s
local and global expectations of
women,” said Ilavarasi Raja Bha-

AT

tia, GM, The Myriad Muscat.

She added, “Along with unique
accommodation, we ensure a con-
venient day-to-day experience with
two floors of retail space and rec-
reational facilities, including a mix
of restaurants, cafés, shops, gaming,
a supermarket, study and work-
spaces, health and beauty services,
and much more. It houses a state-
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of-the-art gym -LYFT, the largest
gymnasium in Oman for women.”
The accommodations available
at the property are inclusive of Wi-
Fi and utilities, and the residents
also benefit from on-site laundry
facilities. The mall area will be ac-
cessible to residents and non-res-
idents. Residents can use separate
entrances from guests visiting the
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mall, and dedicated reception ar-
eas ensure secure access.

There are ample parking spaces
available for both residents and
visitors. The Myriad Muscat is
comprised three buildings, includ-
ing two basement floors, two retail
floors, and six residential floors.

A new lifestyle awaits women at
The Myriad Muscat.

INFINITI QX55 boasts inspired dynamics,
spacious cabin and great connectivity

MUSCAT: Alluring and luxurious,
INFINITI QX55 amazes with pre-
mium qualities, driver-convenience
attributes, inspired dynamics, spa-
cious cabin, and great connectivity.

Offering a suite of comfort and
convenience features, the impres-
sive crossover hits right notes, merg-
ing innovative technology and dar-
ing style in equal measure. The soul
of the iconic INFINITI FX lives on
in the QX55, bringing an eye-catch-
ing crossover coupe silhouette to-
gether with performance-inspired
details to create something truly,
unapologetically individual.

INFINITT’s QX565 is available in
three well-appointed categories:
Luxe, Essential and Sensory.

A senior spokesperson at IN-
FINITI Oman said, “The QX55’s
brilliant dynamics, plush interior,
and perceptive technology offers
owners a perfect vehicle. Its gen-
erous cabin, advanced driver-as-
sistance systems, leading conveni-
ence features make QX55 owners
and passengers happy participants
in every journey.”

The QX55 boasts of a refined de-
sign language, and sporty styling.
The signature double-arch grille
is complemented by a stunning,
origami-inspired mesh pattern that
delivers visual depth and showcases
modern Japanese-inspired artistry.
It is flanked by standard LED head-
lights that mimic the human eye.

The stylish and flowing lines of
the model reach from the hood,
over the front fenders, across the
doors, and over the rear wheels.
Twenty-inch wheels are standard
on all QX55 models, which fill the

Renault Koleos impresses with powerful
styling and unparalleled technology

MUSCAT: With its athletic
profile, robust front end, roomy
seats, taut lines underscored with
chrome, Renault Koleos allows
owners to take their journey with
confidence. Featuring a powerful
and efficient new engine and more
on-board technologies, Renault
Koleos fully embodies the values
of the top of the Renault line-up.

Owners assure Renault Koleos
offers them a unique experience
that combines innovative technol-
ogy, unequalled comfort and un-
compromising safety to perfectly
serve all of their top-end vehicle
expectations.

Salem Al Siyabi articulates, “Re-
nault Koleos easily blends refined
luxury with functionality offering
business class comfort for every-
day adventure. It is engineered to
demand attention and make heads
turn. Offering off-road capability
with its all-wheel drive transmis-
sion, Renault Koleos stands out
with its assertive exterior design
and enhanced interior comfort.”

The Renault Koleos also comes
with additional features, such as
rich acoustics with the BOSE au-
dio system, lighting options, mul-
timedia, navigation, Bluetooth and
driving assistance systems in ad-
dition to easy park assist.

Hasan Al Badi from Ibri says,
“Renault Koleos has been captur-
ing everyone’s attention in Oman
with its charismatic, features rich
and packed with safety attributes. If
you are looking for a spacious SUV
with elegant styling and unparal-
leled four-wheel drive technology,
Renault Koleos is the car to buy.”

Renault Koleos stands out with
its assertive exterior design and en-

hanced interior comfort. The wide-
ranging suite of driver-assistance
systems and infotainment options
it offers make it a top brand. The
model features powerful, efficient
engines, safety attributes and on-
board technologies. The SUV is
marked for its fuel efficiency and
infotainment options too.

Ramesh Kumar from Adam
likes Renault Koleos for its strong
and high-end design, comfort and
outstanding performance. He says,
“Koleos extends a variety of fea-
tures that are among the most ca-
pable in the market. I particularly
like its blind sport warning with
flank protection warning, auto
park assists and remote start en-
gine with timer option.”

Many customers are fascinated

with the brand’s easy trunk access
and hand-free function.

Akhtar Hashmi says, “With a
sensor located under the bumper,
all you need is a simple gesture
with your foot to open the boot
with ease. It is very practical when
your hands are full when return-
ing from office or shopping. I also
like its 8.7” touchscreen naviga-
tion with R-Link?2 system & Bose
sound, 5 colour ambient lighting.”

The model’s spacious cabin in-
spired Taamir Al Hinai from Mus-
cat into buying a Renault Koleos.
“Renault Koleos has a 2,705 mm
wheelbase - for atotal vehicle length
of 4,673mm - counts amongst the
longest in the class and allows Ko-
leos to boast record-breaking inte-
rior space to position itself as a D-

segment SUV,” Taamir says.
Adventurer Khalil Al Wahabi
explains that one can get off the
beaten track with Renault Koleos
any time. “It’s all mode 4x4-i tech-
nology, swap between 2WD mode,
Auto mode and 4x4 (lock) mode is
really impressive. It offers an ideal
balance of torque between the
front and rear wheels for perfect
grip in all circumstances,” he says.
A spokesperson for Renault
Oman, from the house of Suhail
Bahwan Automobiles, said, “A
great combination of power and
refinement, the Koleos makes its
presence felt with large shoulders
and muscular side panels that are
further enhanced by a robust fron-
tend; broad, smart-looking tires;
and a distinctly large wheelbase.”

wheel arches and affirm the SUV’s
dynamic presence.

The rear of the QX55 heightens
the nuance of the automaker’s de-
sign and interpretation of Japa-
nese minimalism by coupling an
uncluttered liftgate with hand-
some, understated technology to
deliver a lasting impression. Digi-
tal “piano key” taillights combine
45 separate LEDs in a single hous-
ing to create an elegant light sig-
nature. The INFINITI logo on the
tailgate is similarly advanced and
houses the power liftgate release,

which further frees the rear end
from clutter.

Inside, the QX55 features IN-
FINITT’sdual-screen, InTouchTM
infotainment system with Apple
CarPlay and Android AutoTM
compatibility, and multiple USB
inputs for charging. The upper
8-inch and lower 7-inch high-res-
olution screens inform the driver
and entertain passengers with an
available Bose series audio system
providing a concert-like acoustic
experience.

Leatherette, leather, or semi-an-
iline leather appointments for the
seats adorn the QX55’s spacious
interior, and its sliding second-
row seats provide flexible cargo
capacity or increased legroom, de-
pending on need.

Under the hood of the QX55 is
INFINITI’s award-winning and
innovative Variable Compres-
sion Turbo four-cylinder engine
that outputs 268 horsepower and
delivers enhanced efficiency or
on-demand power, based on the
driver’s needs.

Majan University
College reveals
new brand identity

MUSCAT: At its 26th graduation
ceremony, and in the presence of
Sheikh Nasr bin Amer Al Hosni,
Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Labour for Labour, and a num-
ber of VIPs and representatives
of government and private insti-
tutions, Majan University Col-
lege announced its new identity
under the slogan “Together we
Transform Lives”. The rebrand-
ing event was revealed through a
brief and engaging video.

Majan University College was
the first private sector higher ed-
ucation institution, established
in 1995 as the College of Admin-
istrative Sciences. Having com-
pleted 27 years of service to the
nation, with numerous remark-
able achievements to its name,
the College officially announced
at the graduation ceremony that,

with its new brand identity, it is
orientingitselftowards new goals
and accomplishments. Following
the hard times endured during
the Covid pandemic, the Col-
lege felt that the time was right
to refresh its visual identity and
reflect its long term commitment
towards transforming students’
lives positively in a dynamic and
constantly changing market.
Some of the College’s pro-
gressive initiatives that meet
the 4th Industrial revolution
requirements include introduc-
ing new undergraduate degrees
in Business Analytics, Fintech,
Digital Archiving and cyber-
security and the launch of the
first Doctor of Business Ad-
ministration (DBA) programme
in Oman, in cooperation with
Bradford University, UK.
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Bank Muscat wins Best Corporate /
Institutional Digital Bank award

The award was
received on behalf

of the bank by
Mohammed Sultan
Al Habsi, Chief
Representative, UAE
Representative Office,
Bank Muscat, at the
Middle East Digital
Bank and Innovators
Awards 2022 held in
Dubai

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat the lead-
ing financial services provider in
the Sultanate of Oman has won
the prestigious Best Corporate /
Institutional Digital Bank (Oman)
award from Global Finance.

The award was received on be-
half of the bank by Mohammed
Sultan Al Habsi, Chief Repre-
sentative, UAE Representative
Office, Bank Muscat, at the Middle
East Digital Bank and Innovators
Awards 2022 held in Dubai.

Winners were selected based
on a number of criteria, including
their strategy for attracting and
servicing digital customers, suc-
cess in getting clients to use digital
offerings, growth of digital cus-
tomers, breadth of product offer-
ings, evidence of tangible benefits
gained from digital initiatives, and
site design and functionality.

Speaking on the occasion,ITham
Murtadha Al Hamaid, General
Manager - Corporate Banking,

Bank Muscat, said: “We take this
opportunity to thank Global Fi-
nance for recognising the bank’s
innovative digital banking servic-
es and products, which have been
greatly benefitting our custom-
ers. Bank Muscat offers the latest
digital financial services and so-

a

lutions to its corporate and public
sector customers.

“With emphasis on multiple
channels and new products that
cater to different sectors, the
bank is focused on maintaining
its leadership in through innova-
tive products and services includ-

2023 OSHRM Awards to be held in February

MUSCAT: The Omani Society for
Human Resource Management
(OSHRM) once again gets set to
honour and award excellence in
the field of Human Resources
Management with their hosting
of the prestigious 2023 OSHRM
Awards, which will take place next
year on February 9 at the Oman
Convention & Exhibition Centre
in Muscat under the auspices of
Her Highness Dr Mona bint Fahad
Al Said, Assistant Vice-Chancellor
for International Cooperation at
Sultan Qaboos University.

The event will take the form
of a glamourous gala awards cer-
emony, where the winners in each
of the OSHRM Awards categories
will be presented their prestigious
OSHRM Award Title and accom-
panying OSHRM Awards Trophy.

The 2023 OSHRM Awards
also form a final day climax to the
6th Annual OSHRM Conference,
which goes ahead from 7 — 9 Feb-

ruary at the same venue, and which
will welcome a high-profile mix
of HR industry leaders and repre-
sentatives for a three-day schedule
of workshops, panel discussions,
and networking opportunities.

According to Dr Ghalib Saif Al
Hosni, Chairman of the OSHRM
Board, “Exceptional Human Re-
source Management demands ex-
ceptional recognition. So, we are
exceptionally honoured to host a
multitude of HRM practitioners
from multiple industry sectors
- and to place these HRM profes-
sionals’ achievements in the inter-
national media spotlight.

“We are delighted to highlight
the absolute best of Human Re-
source Management to a high-
profile local and international
audience, and we look forward to
welcoming everyone to this pres-
tigious event for Oman.”

For 2023, OSHRM Jury Mem-
bers will include the distinguished

Dr. Yasmin Al Balushi, The Project
Manager of “Itimaad” programme
at The Royal Academy of Manage-
ment, Dr. Ramin Mohajer, Manag-
ing Partner at Aspire Muscat Insti-
tute, Saif Al Hosni.

General Manager of Micro-
soft Oman and Bahrain, and Dr
Zahran Al-Salti, Dean of College
of Banking and Financial Stud-
ies — who will collectively bring
a significant depth of knowledge,
acumen, and highly-regarded
perspective to the awards, due to
their vast experience in HR fields
and related industries.

2023 OSHRM ‘Organisation’
Awards

For the 2023 OSHRM “Organisa-
tion” category, award titles include:
“Most effective organisation during
the pandemic”, “Best HR initiative
during the pandemic”, “High busi-
ness impact by adapting data ana-
lytics during the pandemic”, and

“High business impact by adapting
e-learning during the pandemic.”

2023 OSHRM ‘Business/
Professional’ Awards

In the 2023 OSHRM “Business/
Professional” category, award ti-
tles include: “Top people — leader”,
“Effective HR professional during
the pandemic”, and “Most effective
CEO during the pandemic”.

2023 OSHRM ‘Research/
Academia’ Awards

Finally, for the 2023 OSHRM “Re-
search/Academia” category, the
event will honour and award the
title, “Best research related to HR
during the pandemic”.

The OSHRM Awards will wel-
come participation by all organisa-
tions, as well as human resources
management professionals and
researchers. Potential candidates
can enter and apply for OSHRM
Awards via awards@oshrm.om

Own Lexus LX with exclusive benefits

MUSCAT: Lexus enthusiasts
looking forward to owning the LX
can benefit with service 5 years /
50,000km (whichever is earlier)
and 1 year free registration. Cam-
paign is valid up to December 21
(Conditions apply. Visit any Lexus
showroom for details).

The flagship LX has set the
standard for capability and luxury.
The LX has earned its place as a
preferred luxury SUV for those
who love to go beyond on every
journey. The LX is available with a
choice of two powertrain options,
including two newly developed V6
twin-turbo engines.

The V6 twin-turbo 3.5-liter pet-
rol engine achieves class-leading
performance that surpasses that
of a conventional V8, produc-
ing 409 hp and up to 66.28 Kg.m
torque. Meanwhile, the V6 twin-
turbo engine 3.3-liter diesel vari-
ant is capable of 302 hp and up to
71.38 Kg.m torque. Both versions
are mated to a 10-speed automatic
transmission.

The LX’s updated Tazuna cock-
pit organizes the principal con-
trols and information displays
within the driver’s immediate
sight-line for easy, intuitive op-
eration. Its slim instrument panel
creates a sense of balance, particu-
larly in off-road driving, giving the
cabin awide and open feel.

The cabin offers a range of

advanced features such as dual-
centre displays, which include
an upper 12.3-inch Multimedia
touchscreen display that is com-
patible with Apple CarPlay® and
Android Auto™, and alower 7-inch
display for navigation, audio, and
climate controls as well as other
driver support function. It features
acolour head-up display, an 8-inch
colour Multi-information Display
(MID) in the cluster gauge, wire-
less charging for smartphones,
and a 4-zone automatic climate
control system with rear control
switches. Owners also benefit
from enhanced security with Lex-
us’ first fingerprint-authentication
push-button start switch.
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Additional features include a
25-speaker Mark Levinson sound
system with Quantum Logic Im-
mersion QLI, Clari-Fi & PurePlay
technology for precise, lossless
audio and amazing 3-D surround
sound experience.

As with any Lexus vehicle, safe-
ty is a top priority for the all-new
Lexus LX. Drivers can enjoy com-
plete peace of mind thanks to the
Lexus Safety System+, an advanced
safety and driver assistance sys-
tem that includes a Pre-Collision
System (PCS) with new features
and expanded detection range. The
system also includes Full-Speed
Dynamic Radar Cruise Control
(DRCC) with Curve Speed Reduc-

tion (RSR) that suppresses vehicle
speed when entering a curve to of-
fer additional acceleration upon
exit. Drivers also benefit from Lane
Tracing Alert (LTA), Lane Depar-
ture Alert (LDA), and Adaptive
High-beam System (AHB).

In addition the car features a
comprehensive array of safety
features such as all-round SRS
airbags including side-curtain
airbags for the rear seats, Vehicle
Stability Control (VSC), Traction
Control (TRC), Anti-lock Brake
System (ABS), Brake Assist (BA),
Parking Support Brake (PKSB),
Blind Spot Monitor (BSM), Multi-
terrain Monitor (MTM) including
Panoramic View Monitor (PVM),
Rear Cross Traffic Alert (RCTA),
Downbhill Assist Control (DAC),
Tyre Pressure Warning System
(TPWS) and Drive Start Control
(DSC) among many others.

For customers in pursuit of even
greater comfort and luxury, the LX
has also been made available for
the first time in its new Grandeur.
The LX Grandeur model boasts ex-
clusive interior features, including
two large heated rear seats with
ventilation and massage func-
tions, up to 48 degrees of reclin-
ability, a Rear Seat Entertainment
(RSE) system with an 11.6-inch
anti-reflective screen, and built-in
ottoman support for the lower legs
and calves.

ing electronic payment and online
services. We would like to thank all
our customers for their continued
patronage and strong confidence
in Bank Muscat.”

Digitalisation is in line with the
goals of Oman Vision 2040 and
will further enhance financial in-
clusion in Oman. The bank’s cus-
tomers are benefiting immensely
from the latest devices, solutions
and technological advances made
available to them through the
implementation of cutting-edge
technology. As the leading finan-
cial services provider in the Sul-
tanate, Bank Muscat has the larg-
est banking network in Oman with
174 branches and over 800 ATMs,
CDMs and other devices. Corpo-
rates also have access to dedicat-
edCorporate Banking branches at
business hubs like Ruwi, Ghala,
Sohar and Salalah apart from
the other conventional banking
branches of the bank.

Digitalization is helping corpo-
rates too speed up transactions,
optimize the efficiency of their
employees, minimize data-entry
related risks in payment processes
and improve security. Digitalisa-
tion addresses the entire value
chain of corporates by provid-
ing sophisticated analysis of data
sets, real-time insights to ensure
transparency and greater control
for corporate customers to make
better-informed decisions.

With state-of-the-art solutions
and services like the recently
launched Trade Portal, Liquidity
Management solution, Business-
to-Business (B2B) Connect plat-
form, Corporate Online Banking
platform, Direct Debit solutions
and Remote Deposit Capture,
Bank Muscat’s Corporate Banking
offer secure ‘best-in-class’ digital
solutions and services, which are
based on customer feedback and
needs as well as global trends.

Nissan Formula E Team
unveils striking cherry
blossom livery for Season 9

PARIS: Last week, Nissan kicked
off Season 9 of the ABB FIA For-
mula E World Championship in
Madrid with the unveiling of its
brand-new livery on the Nissan
e-40RCE 04.

With 85 years of motorsport
history and over a decade of EV
expertise, Nissan’s participa-
tion in Formula E is the perfect
showcase of its commitment as
the company charges towards an
electrified future in alignment
with its sustainability goals.

Featuring an eye-catching
cherry blossom pattern, the
team’s choice to incorporate Ja-
pan’s national flower in its Sea-
son 9 livery is not only a nod to
the squad’s Japanese DNA, but
also symbolises and celebrates a
new beginning.

“Season 9 marks a new era
for Nissan’s participation in the
championship. It will be our fifth
competing in Formula E but our
first as one team. We have a long
history in racing, and we also love
to dare to do what others don’t.
Our new livery celebrates our
Japanese heritage and I'm cer-
tain that the design will stand out
on the track like never before”,
said Ashwani Gupta, Nissan’s
Chief Operating Officer.

The upcoming championship
also marks the start of the highly
anticipated Gen3 era. Packed
with 40% more power than last
year’s homologation and deliver-
ing over 320 km/h top speed, the
new Gen3 race car brings a level
of excitement to electrification
never experienced before.

“Formula E represents the
pinnacle of EV technology, and
we are confident this upcoming,
next-generation series will de-
liver innovation and excitement
on and off the track,” said Guil-
laume Cartier, Chairperson, Nis-
san AMIEO (Africa, Middle East,
India, Europe and Oceania).

“With more than half of the
races taking place within our
diverse AMIEO region, our abil-
ity to implement road-to-track
and tack-to-road knowledge ex-
change will directly contribute to
the development of ourelectrified
technologies and electric power-
trains to deliver the best for our
customers”.

Tommaso Volpe, general man-
ager, Nissan Formula E, and man-
aging director, Nissan Formula
E Team, also commented: “The
upcoming campaign is a big mo-
ment for the series, with the in-
troduction of the Gen3 cars. But
it’s also key for us at Nissan, with
the team running under its new
name as we take full ownership
of all our operations in Formula
E. All of us at Nissan are very
excited for this new beginning,
very motivated to tackle this new
challenge, and very much looking
forward to getting started.”

Formula E is the first carbon
neutral sport in the world since
its inception, and compliant with
its sustainable regulations, Nis-
san Formula E Team received
the top three-star rating in the
Environmental  Accreditation
Programme, a sustainability cer-
tification by the FIA.
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