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Ministry of Labour (MoL) has in-
troduced a waiting list  initiative,
a smart system aimed at stream-
lining job opportunities as part of
broader employment policy re-
forms. Officials also announced
completion of a review of the
minimum wage structure.

At its annual conference on
Monday, MoL unveiled plans to
create 45,000 job opportunities
in 2025. This includes 11,000
training and qualification place-
ments, 10,000 government sec-
tor jobs and 24,000 positions in
private enterprises.

H E Mahad bin Saeed
Baowain, Minister of Labour, said
the ministry is focused on em-
ployment-linked training pro-
grammes, wage support and
on-the-job training. “These ef-
forts will cater to jobseekers
across multiple sectors, including

small and medium enterprises,
large companies, startups, free-
lance work and temporary gov-
ernment contracts,” he said.

The ministry has also launch-
ed the pilot phase of a project cal-
led ‘Smart Management’ in colla-
boration with the private sector
to enhance digital governance in
human resource management.
The project integrates artificial in-
telligence-driven applications

and a digital knowledge base to
improve workforce planning.

According to H E Baowain,
companies participating in the
training-linked employment pro-
gramme have achieved a compli-
ance rate of over 82%. The
ministry surpassed its 2024 em-
ployment target of 35,000, suc-
cessfully placing 36,615 workers,
achieving 104% of its goal. By the
end of 2024, 17,215 individuals,

including 11,758 men, had bene-
fited from the government’s job
security programme.

As part of ongoing digital
transformation efforts, MoL has
introduced a platform to monitor
termination requests. In 2024,
termination requests for Omani
workers fell significantly. Of
5,402 requests from private sec-
tor companies, only 87 were ap-
proved through labour
negotiations and economic com-
mittees, allowing 4,892 Omani
employees to retain their jobs.

The ministry has also rolled
out a system called ‘Individual Ex-
cellence’ across 67 government
entities, incorporating 45 new
features to enhance work effi-
ciency, leadership performance
and job satisfaction. Government
agencies will be assessed on their
operational speed and leadership
effectiveness.

H E Baowain informed that the
number of expatriates working in

the private sector surpasses 2mn,
while Omanis in the sector is
around 265,000.

As part of workforce localisa-
tion efforts, 2,800 Omanis have
been placed in leadership and
mid-management roles in indus-
trial cities in collaboration with
Public Establishment for Indus-
trial Estates (Madayn). The Na-
tional Employment Programme
continues to align educational
programmes with labour market
needs, and work is underway to
establish specialised companies
to help job seekers enter emerg-
ing sectors, including information
technology and industrial main-
tenance services.

To support entrepreneurship,
MoL has introduced a freelance
work package offering financing,
training, social protection and
consulting services. The initiative
aims to empower Omani en-
trepreneurs and strengthen the
gig economy.
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The National Team for Smart Ve-
hicle Regulation convened on
Tuesday to address the key is-
sues surrounding the rapidly ad-
vancing automotive technology
landscape. 

Held under the chairmanship
of Imad bin Khamis al Shukaili,
Director General of Standards
and Metrology at Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion, the meeting
delved into crucial aspects of
smart vehicle regulation, includ-
ing regulatory compliance and
global standards.

The primary focus of the ses-
sion was to discuss measures to
ensure Oman’s vehicle industry
remains in line with international
best practices, especially regard-
ing vehicle cybersecurity and
protection of electronic systems. 

With growing integration of
smart technologies into vehicles,
including autonomous systems
and connectivity features, ensur-
ing robust security frameworks is
essential for safeguarding  safety
and privacy of consumers.

“The rapid evolution of auto-
motive technology, especially in
the fields of cybersecurity and
system protection, demands a
proactive approach to regulation.
Our goal is to ensure that Oman
remains at the forefront of global
standards while safeguarding our
national interests and ensuring
public safety,” Shukaili said. 

The meeting’s outcomes are
expected to inform future policy
and regulatory updates aimed 
at fostering innovation in the 
automotive sector, while simulta-
neously ensuring compliance
with global safety and security
standards.

MoL is focused on 
employment-linked
training programmes,
wage support 
and on-the-job 
training. These 
efforts will cater to
jobseekers across 
multiple sectors
H E MAHAD BAOWAIN

With growing 
integration of
smart technologies
into vehicles,  
ensuring robust 
security frame-
works is essential
for safeguarding
safety and privacy
of consumers

45,000 new jobs in 2025 Team reviews smart
vehicle regulations

Waiting list initiative
to streamline jobs via
smart system

Job security
programme benefited
17,215 in 2024

Private sector
workers - expats 2mn,
Omanis 265,000

2,800 placed in
leadership roles in
localisation drive
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Communities across Oman are
coming together in a wave of vol-
unteerism during Ramadan.
Driven by compassion and a col-
lective sense of duty, citizens and
residents are stepping up to
make a tangible difference in the
lives of the less fortunate.

Muscat Daily spoke with sev-
eral volunteers to gain insight into
the surge in volunteerism during
the holy month. From distributing
iftar meals to migrant workers to
delivering food baskets to low-in-
come families, the acts of kind-
ness are diverse and impactful.

Sheikh Ali Awad al Raoud,
Chairman of Salalah Sports Club,
noted the remarkable rise in
community engagement. "Vol-
unteering is on the rise with indi-
viduals from all walks of life
contributing their time and re-
sources to foster social solidarity,

particularly during Ramadan. The
participation of both youth and
elders has been truly heartening." 

Highlighting the scale of the
efforts, Raoud informed that
Salalah Sports Club is distributing
iftar meals and food packages
worth over RO50,000 this Ra-
madan through Hayat Charity
Team. "These initiatives not only

provide immediate relief but also
strengthen community bonds,
creating a culture of mutual sup-
port and compassion," he added.

Suhail Salim Bait Saeed, Chair-
man of Taitam Volunteer Team
in Taqah, emphasised the pro-

found social and humanitarian
impact of volunteer work. "Our
volunteers dedicate their time
and effort without expecting ma-
terial gain. Their mission extends
beyond relief; it’s about fostering
sustainable programmes that up-
lift communities," he explained. 

Saeed added that donations -
whether financial or material - are

carefully managed to ensure they
reach the most vulnerable popu-
lations across various gover-
norates.

The spiritual essence of volun-
teering during Ramadan was un-
derscored by Ibrahim al Ramli,

imam of a mosque in Seeb. "Ra-
madan is a time when hearts
open and there’s greater resolve
to do good. Volunteerism during
this month is not only about help-
ing the needy but also about nur-
turing spiritual growth and unity
within communities," he said. 

The imam urged individuals
not to overlook the profound spir-

itual rewards that come with acts
of charity during this sacred time.

Adel bin Khamis Yousef, a
member of Sur Charity Team,
shared a personal perspective on
the significance of volunteerism.
"For me, volunteering adds pur-

pose and meaning to life. It’s
about making a difference that
lasts beyond one's lifetime." 

Yousef also called for stronger
partnership between public and
private sectors to further pro-
mote a culture of giving, particu-
larly among the youth.
"Recognising the efforts of volun-
teers is vital to sustaining their
commitment and inspiring future
generations," he added.

"Volunteerism is not only a
powerful force for social change
but also a cornerstone of Omani
values. This Ramadan, the surge
in charitable initiatives reflects a
deep-rooted commitment to
compassion, unity and collective
responsibility," said Yousef.

As Oman continues to nurture
its culture of giving, these efforts
stand as a testament to the en-
during strength of community
spirit and the profound impact of
shared humanity during the holy
month.

CPA initiative in North Batinah to
support consumers in Ramadan

Municipality
promotes
proper 
food waste
disposal
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Consumer Protection Authority
(CPA) in North Batinah, in coop-
eration with several shopping
malls, has launched an initiative
called ‘Ramadan and Solidarity’ to
support consumers during the
holy month. The initiative features
booths set up in shopping malls
with discounts on select goods,
special offers and Ramadan bas-
kets, along with activities aimed
at raising awareness on con-
sumer rights and responsibilities.

Khaled bin Yousef al Maamari,
Director of Studies and Develop-
ment Department at CPA in
North Batinah, said the initiative
aims to protect consumers by
fostering partnerships between
consumer protection agencies
and the private sector. He added
that the objective is to create a

positive environment for both
merchants and consumers, while
reducing financial burden on
shoppers.

"The aim is to ensure appro-
priate pricing of goods, particu-
larly Ramadan essentials, and to
promote social responsibility
among commercial establish-

ments," Maamari said. "This prin-
ciple must be embraced by these
entities to serve the common
good and simplify the purchasing
process."

Ali bin Hassan al Ajmi, Head of
Market Regulation and Control
Department, informed that the
initiative was developed in col-
laboration with local shops and
shopping centres to provide es-
sential goods at reasonable
prices. “It aims to save con-
sumers’ time, prevent impulsive
buying and ensure that all neces-
sary items are available in the
markets of the governorate.”

Ajmi also informed that field
inspections are being conducted
to monitor price stability and pre-
vent price hikes. "Various media
outlets are being used to raise
consumer awareness," he added,
also praising the positive respo-
nse to CPA's periodic campaigns.

Our Correspondent
Salalah

Salalah Charity Team wrapped
up its second annual Ramadan
charity event on March 16 bring-
ing together officials from various
public and private entities in an
effort to foster social solidarity
and support low-income families
and expatriates.

The event featured activities
focused on community support
and showcased initiatives aimed
at helping disadvantaged groups.
Participating organisations con-
ducted programmes designed to
assist families registered with the
team, offering them essential aid
and resources.

Ahmed bin Salim Kashoub,
Head of Salalah Charity Team,
underscored its commitment to
promoting social solidarity and

helping families in need. "Our
goal is to transform needy fami-
lies into productive ones and to
build a team of volunteers ready
to respond during crises," he said.

Kashoub highlighted the
team's ongoing efforts, including
distribution of iftar meals and
food baskets. These initiatives

have reached 700 families, pro-
viding consistent support.

He informed that in 2023, the
team launched initiatives valued
at over RO280,000, and in 2024,
it introduced new programmes
worth more than RO285,000.
"This reflects our unwavering
commitment to spreading good-

ness and achieving a tangible
positive impact on the lives of
needy families," Kashoub said,
reaffirming the team's dedication
to promoting values of generosity
and giving.

The team plans a programme
in Eid al Fitr to extend further sup-
port to families. "We aim to stre-
ngthen the team's financial posi-
tion and secure funds and food
packages from diverse sources to
support our initiatives."

The team operates through
seven committees dedicated to
social research, community com-
munication, initiatives, technical
support, rehabilitation and em-
powerment, volunteers and med-
ia. “These committees, compris-
ing 100 volunteers, work collec-
tively to advance the team's mis-
sion of social solidarity and
empowerment," Kashoub added. 

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat Municipality has issued
guidelines emphasising the im-
portance of proper food waste
disposal to protect the environ-
ment and support sustainability
efforts. In a statement, the mu-
nicipality highlighted several best
practices for safe food waste dis-
posal, stressing that reducing
food waste and maximising re-
source use is key to building a
more responsible future.

Among the recommenda-
tions, residents are encouraged
to plan their meals wisely to
avoid excess food and to store
food properly to maintain quality,
thus reducing waste. Repurpos-
ing leftovers into new dishes is
also advised, along with donating
surplus food to charities to en-
sure it reaches those in need. 

Additionally, the municipality
urged people to convert food
scraps into nutrient-rich com-
post, which can contribute to soil
health and reduce the amount of
waste sent to landfills. 

These initiatives not only provide
immediate relief but also
strengthen community bonds,
creating a culture of mutual 
support and compassion
SHEIKH ALI AWAD AL RAOUD

Salalah Charity Team expands its
Ramadan support for the needy

Ramadan sparks surge in volunteerism

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo)
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SEZAD completes first
phase of fisheries, food
complex master plan

Thawani ranked among
top 50 fintech firms in ME 

Our correspondent
Duqm

The Special Economic Zone at
Duqm (SEZAD) has completed
the first phase of the detailed
master plan for the Fisheries and
Food Industries Complex as part
of its efforts to encourage invest-
ment in the sector and establish
new projects.

Ahmed bin Ali Akaak, CEO of
SEZAD, said the first phase cov-
ers 95 hectares of the total 750-
hectare area designated for the
complex. The facility will eventu-
ally house 60 separate struc-
tures, with provisions for future
expansion. “The detailed plan for
the fisheries and food industries
complex was created with a
focus on encouraging sector in-
vestment and ensuring service
corridors are efficiently inte-
grated with the area’s roads, fac-
tories, and other infrastructure.”

The project, which will be de-
veloped in multiple phases, in-
cludes key facilities such as a

cold chain complex, red meat in-
dustrial complex, public utility
complex, central market, fresh
produce outlets, and various res-
idential, commercial, and recre-
ational spaces. 

A commercial and adminis-
trative service area will be lo-
cated outside the complex near
the main entrance, featuring
shops, a mosque, a guest house,
public service centres, a fuel sta-
tion and vehicle service centres.

Akaak stated that the planning
process involved information
gathering, site studies and mar-

ket research. The first phase saw
the completion of the initial mas-
ter plan and infrastructure net-
work designs, while the second
phase will focus on architectural
designs for service buildings.

Located about 3km from the
multi-purpose fishing port, the
complex benefits from multiple
access points to facilitate
smooth traffic flow and efficient
import-export activities.

“The Fisheries and Food In-
dustries Complex plays a critical
role in the region’s economy and
has already accommodated sev-
eral fisheries-related projects,”
Akaak said. SEZAD is working
with the Public Authority for Spe-
cial Economic Zones and Free
Zones to promote the complex
both locally and internationally.

Akaak noted that the comple-
tion of the first phase of the de-
tailed plan marks a milestone in
the development of Duqm’s fish-
eries and food industries, which
is expected to attract further in-
vestment.

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Thawani Technologies has se-
cured a place for the second con-
secutive year among the top 50
fintech companies in the region. 

The company climbed four
spots in the Forbes Middle East
Fintech 50 2025 list, rising to the
36th place from the 40th in
2024, reflecting growth and suc-
cess for both Thawani and
Oman’s fintech sector.

The list serves as a key refer-
ence for identifying leading fin-
tech companies across the
region. It evaluates firms based
on factors such as financing
value, transaction volume, app
downloads, user activity, and the

impact of services on both con-
sumers and businesses. Geo-
graphical expansion and growth
rates are also considered in the
rankings.

Majid al Amri, CEO of
Thawani Technologies, ex-
pressed his pride in the achieve-
ment, stating, “Our improved
ranking on the Forbes list for the
second consecutive year is a tes-
tament to our commitment to
delivering innovative financial
solutions that meet market de-
mands and drive digital transfor-
mation in Oman.”

He further noted that the
recognition represents not just a
success for Thawani, but also for
Oman’s fintech sector, highlight-
ing the country’s increasing

competitiveness in the regional
market.

This achievement aligns with
Oman Vision 2040, which fo-
cuses on building a diversified
and advanced digital economy.
Amri added that the recognition
motivates the company to con-
tinue innovating and expanding
its digital financial services, con-
tributing to greater financial in-
clusion in Oman.

Oman’s growing leadership 
in fintech is supported by several
government initiatives designed
to foster innovation and
strengthen digital infrastructure.
These include the development
of a regulatory sandbox for test-
ing innovative financial products
and services.

MAFWR launches drive to combat red palm weevil in Yanqul
Our Correspondent
Yanqul

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) has launched a cam-
paign to combat the red palm

weevil, a serious threat to agri-
cultural crops, in Dhahirah gov-
ernorate.

According to a statement
from the ministry, the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Resources
and Water Resources in the

wilayat of Yanqul, launched the
five-day campaign on March 16
in six villages covering close to
50 hectares of land. 

As part of this campaign, the
team is conducting surveys in
date palm fields to identify infes-

tations, with treatment applied to
lightly affected palms and re-
moval of severely infested trees.
Additionally, awareness sessions
are being organised to educate
local communities about the risks
posed by the red palm weevil.

Ahmed bin Ali Akaak
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BUSINESS
ROLLS-
ROYCE

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,362.03

Sensex 75,301.26

FOREX RATES
(RO1 equals)

India 224.80

Pakistan 727.43

Bangladesh 315.766

Philippines 148.68

Sri Lanka 769.31
*Rates as on March 18

Source: xe.com

Saudi Arabia’s
total bank credit
surpasses SAR3tn
mark

The total bank credit granted

to the public and private

sectors in Saudi Arabia

reached its highest level at

SAR3tn by the end of January

2025, according to the

monthly statistical bulletin

issued by the Saudi Central

Bank (SAMA) for January

2025.

According to Saudi Press

Agency (SPA), this marks an

annual growth of 15% and an

increase of over SAR348bn

compared to the same period

in 2024, when it stood at

SAR2,621,726 million.

Meanwhile, the total bank

credit recorded a monthly

growth of 2% by the end of

January 2025, increasing by

approximately SAR50.395bn

compared to December 2024,

when it stood at

SAR2,955,550 million.

Last week, S&P Global

upgraded Saudi Arabia’s local

and foreign currency credit

rating to A+ with a stable

outlook. The upgrade reflects

the kingdom's continued

progress in economic

diversification, sustained

growth of the non-oil sector,

and development of the local

capital market.

GCC economy seen growing by 4% in
2025 despite global trade uncertainty
Our Correspondent
Muscat

The GCC economy is expected
to show resilience in the face of
rising global protectionism and
geopolitical tensions, according
to the latest ICAEW Economic
Insight report, prepared by Ox-
ford Economics.

Despite the uncertain global
trade and economic outlook, the
report forecasts that GCC
economies will grow by 4% in
2025, up from an estimated
1.8% in 2024.

While US President Donald
Trump’s tariff policies have cre-
ated uncertainty over external
demand, the GCC remains
largely insulated from direct tariff
impacts. The region’s non-en-
ergy sectors are projected to
grow by 4.4% this year, up from
an estimated 3.9% in 2024, with
regional PMI data firmly in ex-
pansionary territory, according
to the ICAEW report.

GCC growth to
withstand tariff
headwinds
Following recent OPEC+ policy
shifts, oil production will gradu-
ally increase from April, boosting
oil-sector growth to 3.2% after
two years of contraction. Saudi
Arabia’s oil output is expected to
reach 9.3mn barrels per day,
driving oil sector growth of 1.9%,
while the UAE’s higher quota of
3.5mn barrels per day will sup-
port 4.8% growth.

Oil prices have fallen sharply
in recent weeks due to tariff
threats and increased OPEC+

supply, with prices forecast to
average $70.5 per barrel this
year, down from $80.5 in 2024.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
expected to lead non-oil sector
growth with 5.8% and 4.8%, re-
spectively. Tourism – the fastest-
growing sector across the region
in 2024 – will remain a key driver
of growth, with Saudi Arabia ex-
pecting continued expansion,
supported by the GCC-wide visa
initiative.

Qatar’s GDP is forecast to ex-
pand by 2.1% this year, with

growth expected to more than
double in 2026 as additional
LNG capacity comes online. The
non-energy economy is pro-
jected to grow by 2.9% this year,
remaining the primary growth
driver.

Bahrain’s economy is set to
double its growth rate to 2.8%
this year, with the non-oil econ-
omy expanding by 3.1%. The oil
sector, after contracting by an
estimated 2.4% in 2024, is ex-
pected to see a modest recovery
of 0.9%.

Hanadi Khalife, Head of Mid-
dle East at ICAEW, said, “The
business landscape across the
GCC continues to demonstrate
resilience and adaptability in the
face of global economic uncer-
tainty. We are seeing strong in-
vestment in key sectors like
tourism and infrastructure,
which are creating new opportu-
nities for growth.”

Scott Livermore, ICAEW Eco-
nomic Advisor and Chief
Economist and Managing Direc-
tor at Oxford Economics Middle

East, said, “The GCC’s projected
4% growth in 2025 highlights
the region’s ability to withstand
external pressures while advanc-
ing its diversification efforts. De-
spite softer oil prices, the gradual
easing of OPEC+ production cuts
will support energy sector
growth after two years of con-
traction.”

According to the ICAEW re-
port, the aggregate GCC inflation
projection for 2025 remains at
2.3%, with inflation expected to
stabilise around 2% in the
medium term. Recent readings
show inflation is below 1% in
Bahrain, Oman, and Qatar, while
in Saudi Arabia – the region’s
largest economy – inflation aver-
aged 1.7% in 2024, driven al-

most exclusively by rising hous-
ing rents.

Regional budgets this year
continue to balance fiscal disci-
pline with sustainable economic
growth, with a strong focus on
social development, including
education and healthcare.

‘Given our oil price and pro-
duction forecasts, and expecta-
tions of a modest rise in
government spending, we antic-
ipate the aggregate GCC budget
position will be broadly balanced,
thanks to surpluses in Qatar and
the UAE,’ ICAEW said.

Meanwhile, the report ex-
pects Saudi Arabia to run a bud-
get deficit of 3% of GDP as the
government pursues strategic in-
vestments.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Alara Resources Limited, an Aus-
tralian base and precious metals
producer and explorer with pro-
jects in Oman, has announced
the dispatch of the 13th shipment
of copper concentrate from its Al
Wash-hi – Majaza copper-gold
mine in Oman.

The Al Wash-hi – Majaza
mine is operated by Alara’s joint
venture company, Al Hadeetha
Resources, in which Alara holds a
51% interest.

The Al Wash-hi – Majaza cop-
per-gold plant has produced
1,461.6 wet metric tonnes of con-
centrate in its latest shipping
cycle, containing approximately
255 metric tonnes of copper
metal and around 5.5kg of gold.
This shipment, the 13th parcel of

copper-gold concentrate ex-
ported from the plant, departed
from Sohar Port on March 15.

Alara Resources is an Aus-
tralian-based producer and ex-
plorer of precious and base
metals. The company is currently
focused on operating the Al
Wash-hi – Majaza copper-gold
mine and concentrate production
facility in Oman. 

Alara Resources is also contin-
uing exploration activities at its
other Omani projects, including
the Block 7 exploration licence
under the Daris JV, the Mullaq
and Al Ajal exploration licences
under the Al Hadeetha JV, the
Block 8 exploration licence under
the Awtad Copper-Power Metal
JV, and the recently awarded
Block 22B exploration licence
under the Al Hadeetha Mining
JV.

Muscat – Omantel has an-
nounced the launch of its game-
changing API monetisation
platform in collaboration with
Google Apigee, a leading API
management platform that en-
ables businesses and developers
to seamlessly access and utilise
Omantel’s services and data
through APIs.

The new platform, powered by
Google Apigee’s advanced API
management capabilities, allows
Omantel to deliver a highly scal-
able and secure solution for de-
velopers, partners, and clients.
With comprehensive tools for
API analytics, security, and devel-
oper engagement, the platform is
designed to provide seamless in-
tegration and support for busi-
nesses looking to grow and
innovate.

The benefits of Omantel’s API
services include seamless inte-
gration with Omantel’s ecosys-
tem, allowing businesses to
develop complex applications
with ease. Companies will also
enjoy increased flexibility and

adaptability, enabling them to
quickly combine various func-
tions and respond efficiently to
changing market demands. 

By accelerating development
processes, these APIs help re-
duce both time and costs associ-
ated with creating new

applications. Additionally, the in-
tegration of multiple services into
a single application enhances
overall user satisfaction. Finally,
businesses can build on existing
platforms to drive innovation and
open up new revenue opportuni-
ties.

“We are thrilled to partner
with Google to roll out our API
monetisation platform. This part-
nership enhances our ability to
offer cutting-edge digital solu-

tions, expand our API ecosystem,
and empower our clients with
new business models that drive
growth and innovation,” said Jas-
sim al Masfari, VP of Digital and
Applications at Omantel. 

“This launch highlights Oman-
tel’s strong commitment to driv-
ing technological advancement
and providing our customers with
the essential tools to thrive in the
digital era. Our APIs offer indus-
try-standard integration, scalabil-
ity, and security, meeting the
evolving challenges of today’s dy-
namic business landscape. More-
over, this initiative will empower
the broader community, univer-
sity students, and startups to in-
novate and create new products,
setting a benchmark for innova-
tion and growth.”

Tailored to address specific
use cases across various sectors,
including banking and financial
services and e-commerce amd
food delivery, Omantel’s API ser-
vices enable businesses to en-
hance customer experiences and
streamline operations.

UK businesses ramp up Middle East investment as regional interest surges
Dubai, UAE – UK businesses are
increasingly viewing the Middle
East as a prime investment des-
tination, with interest in the re-
gion doubling in recent years,
according to new survey re-
search published by Pagefield.

More than a third (36%) of
UK business leaders now con-
sider the Middle East a key in-
vestment hub for the next five
years – up from just 18% who
have previously invested there.
Asia is also emerging as a
hotspot, with interest rising from
22% to 32%, as UK firms seek to
strengthen their global market

presence.
Europe remains the top prior-

ity, with 55% of UK firms identi-
fying it as their primary overseas
investment destination. Invest-
ment in the US remains steady
(42% current vs 45% prospec-
tive investors), but new trade
tariffs under President Donald
Trump’s administration have in-
troduced uncertainty, potentially
deterring future deals.

In a press release, Christopher
Clark, Partner at Pagefield, said,
"The data shows a clear shift in
UK businesses' global outlook.
While Europe remains a top pri-

ority, the sharp rise in interest in
the Middle East and Asia signals
a growing appetite for new, high-
potential markets. Businesses
are looking beyond traditional
hubs and seeking opportunities
in regions that offer both eco-
nomic dynamism and strategic
advantages."

Pagefield’s research – con-
ducted among senior UK and US
business leaders – highlights the
increasing demand for govern-
ment action to boost British in-
vestment overseas. A striking
83% of UK firms believe the gov-
ernment must do more to sup-

port international expansion,
with nearly a third (31%) identi-
fying Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) as the single most impor-
tant mechanism.

Tax incentives are another
key factor, with 19% of UK busi-
nesses emphasising the role of
enterprise zones and tax carve-
outs in driving investment.

Unsurprisingly, economic sta-
bility (34%), workforce quality
(29%), and a strong commit-
ment to equality, diversity, and
inclusion (EDI) (28%) also rank
highly among investment priori-
ties.

John Alty, Pagefield Senior
Adviser and former Permanent
Secretary at the Department for
International Trade (DIT), added,
"UK businesses are ready to in-
vest overseas, but they need the
right conditions to do so. The
government should stand ready
to support outward as well as in-
ward investment, as it will
strengthen UK businesses and
the economy. Businesses are
looking to the Government to fa-
cilitate supply chains through
free trade agreements and pro-
vide in-country support to boost
business confidence."

The new API platform, powered by Google
Apigee’s advanced API management 
capabilities, allows Omantel to deliver a
highly scalable and secure solution for 
developers, partners, and clients

According to ICAEW, the aggregate GCC inflation projection 
for 2025 remains at 2.3%, with inflation expected to stabilise
around 2% in the medium term

Alara dispatches
13th shipment from
Oman copper mine

Omantel unveils API services platform
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OECD warns of slowing global
growth amid trade tensions
Paris, France – The global econ-
omy has been resilient in 2024,
but some signs of weakness are
appearing against a backdrop of
slower growth, lingering inflation
and an uncertain policy environ-
ment, according to the OECD’s
latest Interim Economic Outlook.

The Interim Econoimc Outlook
projects global growth slowing to
3.1% in 2025 and 3.0% in 2026,
with important differences across
countries and regions.

GDP growth in the United
States is projected at 2.2% in
2025 before slowing to 1.6% in
2026. In the euro area, growth is
projected to be 1.0% in 2025 and
1.2% in 2026. China’s growth is
projected to slow from 4.8% this
year to 4.4% in 2026.

Inflation is projected to be
higher than previously expected,
although still moderating as eco-
nomic growth softens. Services
price inflation is still elevated
amidst tight labour markets, and
goods price inflation has begun
picking up in some countries, al-
though from low levels. Annual
headline inflation in G20
economies is projected at 3.8% in
2025 and 3.2% in 2026. These
projections have been revised up-
wards by 0.3 percentage points
compared to our Economic Out-
look in December. “The global
economy has shown some real
resilience, with growth remaining
steady and inflation moving
downwards. However, some
signs of weakness have emerged,
driven by heightened policy un-
certainty,” OECD Secretary-Gen-
eral Mathias Cormann said. 

“Increasing trade restrictions

will contribute to higher costs
both for production and con-
sumption. It remains essential to
ensure a well-functioning, rules-
based international trading sys-
tem and to keep markets open.”

The OECD report highlights a
range of risks, starting with the
concern that further trade frag-
mentation could harm global
growth prospects.

The report also draws atten-
tion to the risk of macroeconomic
volatility. An unexpected down-
turn, policy change or deviation
from the projected disinflation
path could trigger market correc-
tions, significant capital outflows,
and exchange rate fluctuations,
particularly in emerging markets.
High public debt levels and ele-
vated asset valuations further

heighten these risks.
Given these challenges, the

OECD highlights key policy prior-
ities. Central banks should remain
vigilant given heightened uncer-
tainty and the potential for higher
trade costs to push up price pres-
sures. Provided inflation expecta-
tions remain well anchored, and
trade tensions do not intensify
further, policy rate reductions
should continue in economies in
which underlying inflation is pro-
jected to moderate and aggregate
demand growth is subdued.

Decisive fiscal actions are
needed to ensure debt sustain-
ability, preserve room for reacting
to future shocks and generate re-
sources to meet large impending

spending pressures. Stronger ef-
forts are needed to reallocate
spending towards activities that
support longer-term growth, set
within credible medium-term ad-
justment paths tailored to coun-
try-specific circumstances.

With potential output gener-
ally weakening across both ad-
vanced and emerging economies
since the global financial crisis,
ambitious structural reforms are
needed. OECD further said that
the governments must enact re-
forms to improve productivity and
enhance the adoption of new
technologies by boosting market
competition and eliminating ex-
cessive regulatory burdens on
firms.

OECD projects global growth slowing
to 3.1% in 2025 and 3.0% in 2026. US
GDP growth is projected at 2.2% in
2025 before slowing to 1.6% in 2026.
China’s growth is projected to slow
from 4.8% this year to 4.4% in 2026

Terry Lane

For American consumers, it's
starting to feel like 2022 again as
inflation worries mount and un-
certainty over the economy
grows.  

The Michigan Consumer Sen-
timent index fell to 57.9 in its
preliminary March survey, down
from 64.7 last month. It was the
lowest reading since November
2022, after inflation spiked as
the economy reopened follow-
ing the pandemic shutdowns.

Economists surveyed by The
Wall Street Journal and Dow
Jones Newswires expected a
more modest decline in March.
Optimism rose following the
November election but has since
fallen as tariff threats from Pres-
ident Donald Trump have rattled
markets. This is the third month
that consumer sentiment has
declined.

“Consumer sentiment fell fur-
ther in March as rising uncer-
tainty in the economy threatens
to take the wind out of the sails
of the consumer sector,” wrote
Nationwide Economist Daniel
Vielhaber.

Inflation expectations are

helping to drag down sentiment
as consumers have factored in
higher-than-usual price in-
creases for the year ahead in
each of the past three months.
Consumers anticipated annual
cost increases of 4.9% in March,
compared to 4.3% in last month.  

While consumers’ view of
current economic conditions
dipped only slightly from last
month, their economic expecta-
tions for the future fell sharply.
Survey respondents raised wor-
ries about their personal fi-
nances, the labour market,
inflation, business conditions
and stock markets, said Surveys
of Consumers Director Joanne
Hsu.

“Many consumers cited the
high level of uncertainty around
policy and other economic fac-
tors; frequent gyrations in eco-
nomic policies make it very
difficult for consumers to plan
for the future, regardless of one’s
policy preferences,” Hsu said.  

Consumer sentiment has
been in focus lately as retailers
report softening spending while
inflation expectations continue
to rise. 
(Source: Investopedia.com)

Consumer sentiment
in US drops to lowest
level since 2022

SITUATION VACANT

CONTACT US: 
DPHROMAN@YAHOO.COM

We are seeking an experienced 
Pharmaceutical-Grade Warehouse Design 

Consultant in Muscat to lead the planning, design,
and optimization of a state-of-the-art 

pharmaceutical storage facility as per the GDP and
GWP guidelines having area approx. 15000 sq. meter
in the capital. The ideal company will have expertise

in warehouse layout, regulatory compliance, and 
efficient logistics to ensure the facility meets industry
standards for storage, handling, and distribution of

pharmaceutical products.

Gold likely to hit fresh
all-time highs of $3,300
London, UK – Gold’s seemingly
unstoppable surge is likely to
push prices to fresh all-time
highs, with global financial advi-
sory and asset management
giant deVere Group now fore-
casting the metal to hit $3,300
per troy ounce before the end of
the second quarter of
2025.

The bullish pro-
jection follows an
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
rally that saw
gold breach the
$3,000 mark for
the first time on Fri-
day, as fears over the
threat to global growth
from Donald Trump’s trade war
push investors into the safe-
haven precious metal. 

Nigel Green, CEO of deVere
Group, said, “With tariffs being
expanded, trade policies zigzag-
ging, and concerns over inflation
and an economic slowdown in-
tensifying, capital is flooding into
gold as a trusted store of value.

“Geopolitical flashpoints also
continue to reinforce gold’s ap-

peal. The ongoing conflict in
Ukraine, renewed instability in
the Middle East, and mounting
tensions in the South China Sea
are contributing to a risk-laden
global landscape.

“As military conflicts and
diplomatic standoffs escalate, in-

vestors are increas-
ingly viewing gold

as an essential
hedge against
uncertainty. 

“ M e a n -
while, disrup-

tions in global
trade routes, in-

cluding those in
the Red Sea, are fur-

ther heightening inflationary
risks, adding another layer of ur-
gency to gold’s rapid ascent.”

In addition, central banks
across the globe are accelerating
their gold purchases, signaling a
profound shift in international re-
serve strategies. 

Adding to the momentum,
China’s latest financial reforms
are expected to unleash a tidal
wave of fresh demand. 

Donald Trump and Big Tech: What can 
happen when business and politics mix?
Tina Teng

Tesla CEO Elon Musk is one of
the most prominent supporters
of US President Trump, donating
millions to his presidential cam-
paign and heading up DOGE, the
administration’s job-cutting ini-
tiative

While big tech firms in the US
have made efforts to improve re-
lationships with the Trump ad-
ministration, political
controversies can spell danger
for businesses. 

Major US tech companies
have been making efforts to
strengthen ties with President
Donald Trump’s administration.
However, these political ma-
noeuvres have sparked backlash,
raising ethical concerns and even
leading to business setbacks.
From direct political endorse-
ments to policy shifts influenced
by Trump’s agenda, industry
leaders are facing increasing
scrutiny, and in some cases, de-
clining sales. 

The "Magnificent Seven" tech
stocks saw their sharpest sell-off
in three years last week amid
fears of shrinking profit margins
due to rising import costs and
shifting consumer sentiment in
key international markets.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk is one of
the most prominent supporters
of US President Trump, donating
millions to his presidential cam-
paign and heading up DOGE, the
administration’s job-cutting ini-
tiative. However, Musk’s political
entanglements have triggered
widespread backlash, impacting
several of his businesses. Tesla
sales have been declining in nu-
merous markets, which analysts
link to Musk’s controversial
rhetoric. 

Meanwhile, Musk’s SpaceX is
losing a $100mn deal with On-

tario for its Starlink services due
to Trump’s tariffs on Canadian
goods. "Ontario won't do busi-
ness with people hell-bent on de-
stroying our economy," Premier
Doug Ford said.

Musk’s endorsement of Ger-
many’s far-right Alternative for
Germany (AfD) party may also
have negatively affected Tesla’s
European sales. According to the
German Federal Motor Trans-
port Authority, Tesla’s car regis-
trations plunged 76% in
February, even as overall electric
vehicle registrations in Germany
increased by 31%. Sales in other
European markets also suffered
last month, with Tesla deliveries
dropping 53% in Portugal and
45% in France, as reported by
Reuters.

In China, Tesla faces regula-
tory headwinds as trade tensions
with the US escalate. The com-
pany has yet to receive approval
for its autonomous driving tech-
nology, while its biggest Chinese
competitor, BYD, is likely to gain

favour with Beijing, particularly
with its adoption of DeepSeek’s
AI model as China prioritises do-
mestic demand. 

Among the Magnificent
Seven stocks, the underperfor-
mance of Tesla’s share price
shows the potential risks of mix-
ing business and politics. The
electric carmaker’s share price
has been on a rollercoaster ride
since November last year - tum-
bling 53% from its peak in mid-
December after nearly doubling
since Trump’s victory in the US
election.  

Fact-checking at
Meta
Musk isn’t the only entrepreneur
seeking to improve relations with
President Donald Trump. Meta
ended its third-party fact-check-
ing programme and reintroduced
political content in January, in-
cluding previously restricted top-
ics such as immigration and
gender. Meta also donated $1mn
to Trump’s inauguration, adding

to contributions from firms like
Amazon and OpenAI’s CEO Sam
Altman.  

Meta’s social apps, including
Facebook, Instagram, and
Threads, have long faced contro-
versy over the spread of misin-
formation on politically sensitive
topics. In 2016, Facebook was
widely criticised for facilitating
the spread of misinformation
during Trump’s first presidential
campaign, contributing to the
creation of fact-checking policies
in the following years. The inte-
gration of artificial intelligence in
content moderation is now ex-
pected to introduce more ethical
and legal layers to this debate.

Mark Zuckerberg's efforts to
woo the new US administration
also marks a change of tack.
Meta Platforms had previously
suspended Trump’s Facebook
and Instagram accounts for two
years in 2021 following the Capi-
tol riot on January 6. Trump had
referred to Facebook as an
“enemy of the people”. 

Alphabet faces
employee scrutiny
Google, a subsidiary of Alphabet,
also sparked outrage when it re-
named the "Gulf of Mexico" the
"Gulf of America" on Google
Maps. This came in response to
an executive order from Trump -
calling for the body of water to be
renamed. Additionally, Alpha-
bet’s decision to abandon its pol-
icy prohibiting the use of AI for
military applications has raised
serious ethical concerns, trigger-
ing widespread resignations and
employee-led petitions against
the change. 

Meanwhile, Washington Post
owner Jeff Bezos, who founded
Amazon, has faced criticism for
shifts in the paper’s editorial
stance. The outlet’s opinion sec-
tion now focuses on views sup-
porting “personal liberties and
free markets,” while pieces op-
posing this stance aren’t pub-
lished.
(Source: Euronews.com)
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ahlibank, ‘Your Partner in Ex-
cellence’, has reaffirmed its
leadership in the banking sec-
tor, achieving remarkable fi-
nancial results for 2024. 

This year marked a pivotal
chapter in the bank’s journey,
with notable advancements in
innovation, customer-centric
solutions, and sustainable
growth.

As Oman’s economy con-
tinues to show resilience amid
global challenges, with growth
projected for 2024-25 driven
by fiscal policies and reforms,
ahlibank has strategically
aligned its initiatives to support
the sultanate’s economic sta-
bility. By leveraging diversified
revenue streams and embrac-
ing innovation, the bank has
contributed to Oman’s robust
fiscal outlook.

Celebrating 17 years of ex-
cellence, ahlibank has achieved
steady performance across its
key financial indicators for the
year ended December 2024.
The bank’s net loans, advances
and financing witnessed a
12.2% growth, reaching to
RO3,022.3mn till the end of
December 31, 2024, over the
corresponding period in 2023.
Customers’ deposits increased
by 11.6% to reach
RO2,762.8mn, compared to
the corresponding period of
last year; total assets increased
by 13.2%, reaching to

RO3,754.9mn. 
Operating income increased

by 9.9% to reach RO108.31mn.
Operating expenses increased
by 7.6% to reach RO46.40mn.
Profit for the period grew by
14.3% to reach RO41.66mn,
demonstrating the bank’s sus-
tained growth strategy.

CEO Said Abdullah al Hatmi
commented on the results stat-
ing, “2024 has been a defining
year for ahlibank. Through
strategic foresight and a strong
commitment to innovation, we

have not only sustained our
growth trajectory but also set
new industry benchmarks in fi-
nancial excellence. Our focus
remains on enhancing cus-
tomer experiences, fostering
innovation, and solidifying our
position as a leader in Oman’s
banking sector.”

ahlibank strengthened its
market position in the banking
sector with significant mile-
stones aligned to the sul-
tanate’s economic goals. The
bank played a key advisory role
in fundraising RO40.6mn for
The Sustainable City, Yiti pro-
ject, and supported the second
phase of Khazaen Economic
City, advancing Oman Vision
2040. Financial closure for the
Industrial Waste Treatment
Facility at Sohar Port was also
achieved, reducing Oman’s re-
liance on hazardous waste ex-
ports. During the year, the Bank
successfully issued Additional
Tier 1 (AT1) Bonds, raising
RO40mn to enhance capital
adequacy.

The bank expanded its retail
and Islamic banking offerings,
launching ahli islamic’s Al Majd
segment for upper-mass cus-
tomers and the premium Al
Shumookh centre in Shatti al
Qurm for high-net-worth indi-
viduals. New branches in
Suwaiq and Al Khoudh ex-
panded access to sharia’a-
compliant banking products.

Embassy of Bangladesh
Muscat, Oman

Bangladesh Embassy in Muscat requires 
a driver (only Bangladeshi ci�zens aged 

between 23 to 35 years as on 25-03-2025)
having SSC/Equivalent Cer�ficate, 05 (five)

years driving experience in Oman and 
fluent in Arabic & English. Pay and 

allowance and terms of the job will be as
per the exis�ng rules of the Government 
of Bangladesh. Candidates may apply to

the Embassy with signed applica�on, 
photographs, CV, copy of driving license,
passport, Visa/ID card, educa�onal and 
experience cer�ficates submit either by
post or e-mail at the following address 

by 25-03-2025:

Mail Address: P.O. Box no. 3959, PC. 112, 
Ruwi, Muscat, Oman. 

e-mail: mission.muscat@mofa.gov.bd

JOB VACANCY

Meethaq joins hand with
Ministry of Endowments
for zakat campaign
As part of its commitment to Is-
lamic finance and social respon-
sibility, Meethaq Islamic Banking
from Bank Muscat, participates
in the zakat campaign organised
by the Ministry of Endowments
and Religious Affairs. 

In line with its strategic part-
nerships with the ministry,
Meethaq plays a vital role in fa-
cilitating the seamless collection
of zakat funds through Internet
banking, mobile banking, ATMs
and CDMs, ensuring accessibil-
ity and convenience for cus-
tomers and the general public.

Those wishing to fulfil their zakat
commitments can do so through
the General Admin Account of
Zakat (0611006600660016),
ensuring it reaches those in need
during the holy month of Ra-
madan.

Ali Ahmed al Lawati, Assis-
tant General Manager, Meethaq
- Corporate Banking, said:
“Meethaq is keen to enhance
Public-Private Partnership in var-
ious fields and sectors in the sul-
tanate to provide the best
banking services and facilities
which are compliant and in ac-

cordance with the principles of
sharia’a. Meethaq plays a pivotal
role in the campaign, ensuring
the timely and efficient collection
of zakat funds to support the
ministry’s efforts in promoting
social welfare. The holy month of
Ramadan represents the pinna-
cle of this effort, witnessing a
substantial increase in zakat con-
tributions; reaffirming our dedi-
cation to this noble cause.”

Meethaq continues to expand
its footprint in the Sultanate, sup-
porting individuals, corporates
and SMEs with innovative

sharia’a based financial solu-
tions. With 32 branches across
various governorates, Meethaq
stands as the leading Islamic fi-
nancial services provider in
Oman, providing financial exper-
tise to all customer segments
and reinforcing its role as the sul-
tanate’s premier Islamic financial
services provider. 

Every Meethaq product goes
through the process of sharia’a-
compliance certification by its
Sharia’a Supervisory Board and is
created in line with the guidelines
of the Central Bank of Oman.

ahlibank in 2024 achieves 
significant financial growth

Within the framework of
strengthening cooperation and
partnership between the Mut-
trah Health Committee and
health sector institutions in Mus-
cat governorate, Sheikh Dr
Hamad bin Saeed al Mamari,
wali of Muttrah, held a meeting
with representatives of several
private health institutions. 

The meeting aimed to discuss
enhancing cooperation between

the public and private sectors to
face emergency and exceptional
situations and improve the health
services to the community.

During the meeting, a health
initiative entitled ‘Together in
Muttrah for Sustainable Health’
was announced to promote col-
laboration between government
and private entities to achieve
sustainable health objectives in
Muttrah. This initiative includes

awareness programmes to sup-
port health campaigns con-
ducted by the Ministry of Health,
such as pre-marriage screening,
anti-smoking and reducing the
narcotics and psychotropic sub-
stances.  

The wali highlighted the im-
portant complementary role of
private health institutions to sup-
port the government health sys-
tem. 

‘Together in Muttrah for
Sustainable Health’ initiative

Through strategic
foresight and 
a strong commit-
ment to innovation,
we have not only 
sustained our
growth trajectory
but also set new 
industry 
benchmarks
SAID ABDULLAH AL HATMI

NBO expands Shahr Al Atta campaign
to strengthen community support
The National Bank of Oman
(NBO) has launched its annual
Shahr Al Atta campaign for Ra-
madan, reflecting its commit-
ment to supporting the less
privileged and fostering the spirit
of giving while contributing to
corporate social responsibility.

The campaign encompasses a
series of initiatives designed to
serve those in need and make a
positive impact on the nation’s
growth. It began with an in-house
bake sale, where proceeds were
donated to charity, reaffirming
NBO’s dedication to giving back.

As part of the initiative, food
hampers were distributed to
low-income families across the
country in collaboration with

zakat committees and charitable
organisations. This initiative, a
cornerstone of NBO's CSR ef-
forts for several years, aims to
provide essential sustenance and
support to those in need during

the holy month of Ramadan.
Building on this, the campaign

extends its reach through various
activities that provide essential
support and bring joy to different
segments of society. In collabo-

ration with the Cultural Citizen-
ship Salon, NBO is organising a
special event for children from
the Child Care Centre to cele-
brate Islamic Orphans Day, offer-
ing engaging activities that
promote happiness and inclusion. 

Additionally, in partnership
with the Oman National Autism
Center, NBO is hosting a Qaran-
qasho celebration for children on
the autism spectrum, fostering
inclusivity and awareness. 

Furthering its outreach, NBO
has partnered with the Seeb
Zakat Committee to support
Kaswat Al Eid, providing children
from low-income families with
new clothes, enabling them to
celebrate Eid with joy. 

Badr Al Samaa hospitals receive ACHSI certificates
The official accreditation certifi-
cate handing over ceremony was
recently conducted in Muscat. 

The chief guest of the event
was H E Dr Ahmed Salim Saif al
Mandhari, Undersecretary for
Planning and Health Organisa-
tion in MoH, while Dr Qamra al
Sariri, Director General Quality
Assurance Centre, MoH, was the
guest of honour. 

In the presence of Abdul Lath-
eef, Managing Director of Badr Al
Samaa; Moiden Bilal and Firasath
Hassan, Executive Directors of
Badr Al Samaa Group of Hospi-
tals; and Dr Said al Mughairi, Di-
rector of Quality Assurance and
Patient Safety, Directorate Gen-
eral of Private Health Establish-
ment; ACHSI Regional Director
Bassel el Sayegh presented the
Quality Accreditation Certificates
to the branch heads of the six ac-
credited hospitals. He also pre-
sented corporate certificates to
the executive directors. 

Notably, all the six hospitals of
Badr Al Samaa met 100% of the
criteria outlined in the accredita-

tion process, reflecting their un-
wavering commitment to excel-
lence and patient safety & quality
in healthcare. 

The ACHSI assessment sur-
vey lasted for five days and was
conducted by nine assessors
from the Australian council.

In his keynote speech, Abdul
Latheef said that the quality ac-
creditation is not mandated or
made compulsory in Oman but

being the largest private health-
care group in Oman Badr Al
Samaa Group felt that it is its re-
sponsibility to take such initia-
tives in the interest of the
deserving patients and ensure
the best quality and safe health-
care practices. 

H E Dr Ahmed Salim Saif al
Mandhari said, "There are key
success factors when we talk
about excellence and getting the
accreditations like Badr Al
Samaa did is the good example
of excellence.” He appreciated
Badr Al Samaa Group of Hospi-
tals, its leadership; teamwork
and empowered workforce for
achieving the feat of getting six
hospitals accredited at one go.
"There has been a complete
transformation in the way we de-
liver healthcare services to com-
munity. In this new age we need
to adapt to innovation, ensure
availability of services and con-
tinuously improve the quality of
the services.  And we are proud
that Badr Al Samaa is continu-
ously progressing in all fields.”

Badr Al Samaa hospitals in Ruwi, Al Khoud, Barka, Suhar,
Salalah, and Nizwa have achieved accreditation from the 
Australian Council on Healthcare Standards International - an
organisation dedicated to improving quality in health care
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Oxy Oman recently held its an-
nual General Manager's HSE
Forum in Muscat, bringing to-
gether colleagues and service
providers to celebrate and reflect
on Health, Safety, and Environ-
mental (HSE) achievements in
2024 and discuss goals for
2025. 

Oxy Oman’s senior leadership
congratulated the attendees for
achieving the best HSE perfor-
mance in the company’s four

decades operating in the sul-
tanate, and detailed substantial
investments towards improved
welfare and wellbeing, including

the creation of activity centres,
recreational fields, and OPAL
certification of all personnel
camps in Oxy Oman conces-

sions in 2024. 
The importance of Oxy

Oman’s Zero-Harm value and
culture - which prioritises the
safety and wellbeing of all em-
ployees and service providers -
were a recurring theme through-
out the forum and were included
within the ongoing HSE Focus
Areas for 2025, encouraging ev-
eryone to embody this value in
every aspect of their work.

The highlight of the event was

the annual awards presentation,
which recognised the outstand-
ing safety performance of ex-
celling service providers. The
company awards included cate-
gories such as Zero Harm, Zero
Road Traffic Accidents, and Bet-
ter Mousetrap (BMT) innova-
tions. 

Companies were celebrated
for their top-tier safety perfor-
mance and contributions to a
safer workplace. This year, Oxy

Oman also unveiled a new award
to recognize individuals for their
exceptional contributions to-
wards Zero Harm culture.

Steven Lauver, President and
General Manager of Oxy Oman,
remarked, “The General Man-
ager's HSE Forum is a testament
to our unwavering commitment
to health, safety, and environ-
mental excellence. It is through
the collective efforts of our col-
leagues, partners, and service

providers that we continue to
strive for a remarkable safety
performance and foster a culture
of Zero Harm. We look forward
to building on these successes in
2025 and beyond.”

Oxy Oman is dedicated to
fostering a safety culture that pri-
oritises safety, well-being, and
innovation, and is committed to
driving positive change for em-
ployees, stakeholders, and the
environment.

Oxy Oman’s senior leadership detailed
substantial investments towards im-
proved welfare and wellbeing, the creation
of activity centres, recreational fields, and
OPAL certification of all personnel camps

Oxy Oman hosts general manager’s forum

Oxy Oman representatives re-
cently celebrated the opening of
the Green Walk Park, a landmark
project that the company exclu-
sively sponsored under the su-
pervision of Muscat Municipality. 

The Green Walk park, located
in Maabilah, spans an impressive
157,000sqm and offers a wide
array of recreational, sports, and
interactive activities for the local
community.

Green Walk Park features a
3km path with separate lanes for
walking and cycling, promoting
active and healthy lifestyles. The
park also includes safe play areas
for children, multipurpose sports
courts, a dedicated skateboard-
ing zone, fitness areas, and cafés.
Green Walk also boasts over
1,800 trees and 36,000sqm of
grass areas, and includes two un-
derpasses that significantly im-
prove accessibility, along with a
newly constructed side road run-
ning alongside the residential
areas, ensuring seamless con-
nections for all visitors and resi-
dents.

The opening ceremony was
held at the Green Walk park,
under the auspices of H E Salim
bin Nasser al Aufi, Minister of
Energy and Minerals, and the at-
tendance of Ahmed bin Mo-

hammed al Humaidi, Chairman
of Muscat Municipality. 

Steven Lauver, President and
General Manager of Oxy Oman,
attended the opening event
along with senior representatives
of the company. 

The opening event included a
tour of the park, where attendees
explored its various features and
enjoyed a live roller blading per-
formance, showcasing the di-

verse range of park activities for
all ages.

“We are extremely proud to
celebrate the opening of Green
Walk Park, a project that en-
hances the city’s green spaces
and reflects our continued com-
mitment to championing sus-
tainability and well-being,” said
Lauver. “This landmark initiative
is in line with our ongoing efforts
to create long-lasting, positive

change in places where our com-
pany is located. Through our
partnership with the Muscat
Municipality and the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals, we are ex-
cited to see Green Walk Park be-
come a cornerstone of the
community for years to come.”

Oxy Oman is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Occidental (Oxy),
an international energy com-
pany. 

Oxy Oman celebrates opening 
of Green Walk Park it sponsored

Omantel has announced a
partnership with TeKnowledge,
a global leader in AI, Customer
Experience, and Cybersecurity
solutions, to launch an ad-
vanced AI and data science
skilling programme for its em-
ployees. 

This initiative aims to equip
Omantel’s workforce with ad-
vanced digital skills, supporting
digital transformation, eco-
nomic diversification, and fu-
ture technology capabilities
development.

By investing in AI, data ana-
lytics, and digital skills training,
Omantel continues to
strengthen its position as the
sultanate’s leading technology
and innovation company. The
collaboration with TeKnowl-
edge will accelerate AI and
data science training across
Omantel’s technology, opera-
tions, and commercial divi-
sions, enabling employees to
tackle real-world challenges
and explore new opportunities. 

The programme combines
onsite training at Omantel’s
headquarters with virtual
learning, ensuring an interac-
tive and hands-on experience

for all participants.
Mohammed Ahmed al

Riyami, General Manager of
Talent Management at Oman-
tel, emphasised the importance
of this initiative. “AI and data
science are at the core of
Omantel’s strategy to lead in
AI-driven solutions, foster in-
novation, and enable sustain-
able digital transformation. By
equipping our teams with fu-
ture-ready AI capabilities, we
are not only enhancing cus-
tomer experiences but also po-
sitioning Oman as a leading
digital economy,” Riyami in-
formed.

“This initiative reaffirms our
commitment to building an AI-
driven ecosystem that acceler-
ates technological
advancement and unlocks new
opportunities for growth."

Ayman Majzoub, VP of
Sales META at TeKnowledge,
commented saying: "This col-
laboration with Omantel
demonstrates how digital
skilling should be done - learn-
ing, innovating, and applying AI
solutions to real-world busi-
ness challenges. We appreci-
ate Omantel’s trust in

TeKnowledge and share their
commitment to driving sus-
tainable innovation and eco-
nomic growth."

As Oman accelerates its
transition into a digital econ-
omy, Omantel is proactively
upskilling its workforce, posi-
tioning itself as a regional
leader in AI-powered services,
while driving sustainable
growth and innovation.

As a global partner of Mi-
crosoft, TeKnowledge is dedi-
cated to advancing AI and
digital skills training in Oman
alongside its comprehensive
technology services. Through
its global partnership with Mi-
crosoft, TeKnowledge delivers
large-scale skilling programs,
including national Copilot
skilling initiatives, enabling
businesses and government
entities to leverage AI-driven
digital transformation in the
workplace.

Founded in 2010, TeKnowl-
edge provides expert technol-
ogy services for AI, Customer
Experience and Cyber Security
that empower businesses and
governments through technol-
ogy. 

Omantel, TeKnowledge to
enhance employee skills 

The 28th Photography Week, ti-
tled Bawn, commenced in the
Conference Hall under the pa-
tronage of Dr Abdulmunim bin
Mansour al Hasani, former min-
ister of Information. 

Organised annually by the
Photo Society at the Deanship of
Student Affairs, the event fosters
an atmosphere of artistic expres-
sion and creativity.

The opening ceremony fea-
tured a speech by the society’s
president, Ali al Ruqaishi, who
expressed gratitude to our
beloved Oman for the blessings
it has bestowed upon us and
continues to provide. He empha-
sised the role of the Photo Soci-
ety in nurturing students’ talents
since its establishment in 1991
and its commitment to develop-
ing their skills. He further noted
that this week is the culmination
of continuous hard work and
dedication by the society’s mem-
bers and affiliates.

Following the speech, a series

of video clips and presentations
were showcased, including a
montage depicting the society’s
journey leading up to the launch
of the week, excerpts from its an-
nual trip, a visual display of the
exhibited photographs, and the
announcement of this year’s win-
ning images in the open category. 

The first-place prize was
awarded to the photograph As-
jadi by Al Hasan al Yaarubi. Doc-
toral student Manal al Kindi
secured second place for her
photograph Fudhul, while the
third-place award went to
Sadeem al Jibal by Al Khalil al
Saqri. In the project category, the
winning team comprised Hiba al
Jabri, Kawthar al Jabri, Hajar al
Nabhani and Yumna al Gharbi for
their project Tajallad.

The theme of Photography
Week is encapsulated in the
word Bawn, which is synony-
mous with ‘contrast’. It highlights
the interplay between light and
shadow, where neither can exist

meaningfully without the other. 
This contrast defines nature’s

features and gives each individ-
ual their unique identity while si-
multaneously uniting them.
Stepping back to observe, one
realises that our differences ulti-
mately connect us, forming a sin-
gular yet diverse entity.

In its 28th edition, the Photo
Society celebrates contrast as an
idea, a universal principle, and a
visual philosophy that encour-
ages an appreciation of true
beauty - the harmony between
opposing elements that blend
and diverge to create a striking
sensory and visual experience. 

The event aims to expand this
dialogue through a variety of
artistic works. The accompany-
ing exhibition includes 15 portrait
photographs, five nature-themed
images, 15 photographs captur-
ing everyday life, as well as im-
ages showcasing architectural
beauty, wildlife, and abstract
photography.

Photo Society organises 28th Photography Week in Sultan Qaboos University
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Islamabad, Pakistan - Zahra
Mousavi, a women’s rights ac-
tivist, fled from Afghanistan to
neighbouring Pakistan in March
2022 after months of fighting and
protesting the oppressive Taliban
regime.

She now lives in hiding and
constant fear of being appre-
hended by Pakistani police and
deported to her home country.

Mousavi actively participated
in street protests against the Tal-
iban regime after the Islamic fun-
damentalist group seized power
in the war-ravaged country in
August 2021.

She advocated for women’s
rights by taking part in public
gatherings and demonstrations,
and tried to make the voices of
Afghan women heard in the rest
of the world.

But with the Taliban slapping
broad restrictions on women and
girls and gradually squeezing
them out of public life, Mousavi
was forced to leave.

Once in Pakistan, however,
she has struggled to secure nec-
essary documents to stay in the
country.

“I could not obtain a valid Pak-
istani visa for myself and my fam-

ily due to high costs and Pak-
istan’s strict visa policies,” the 29-
year-old told DW.

“This led to my arrest by Pak-
istani police on February 22. They
entered my home in plain clothes,
conducted an intense search, and
arrested both me and my young
daughter, taking us to a deporta-
tion detention camp,” she said.

“We were kept there in ex-
tremely harsh conditions for two
days and one night, and we were
only released after providing
guarantees and due to the pres-
sure of human rights activists.”

Activists fear 
for their lives
Mousavi’s is not an isolated case.

DW spoke to several other
Afghan female activists who are
now living in hiding as Islamabad
looks to accelerate deportations
to Afghanistan.

Jamila Ahmadi, 27, said many
of her fellow Afghan women have
already been sent back to
Afghanistan. She warned that
their lives are now in danger.

“My activism, especially my
efforts toward women’s capac-
ity-building before the Taliban
takeover, my reporting on Tal-

iban crimes, and my involvement
with the National Directorate of
Security (NDS), has placed me in
significant danger,” Ahmadi said.

“If I am compelled to return to
Taliban rule, it would clearly be a
certain death.”

Many women’s rights activists
only sought asylum in Pakistan
after escaping life-threatening
situations in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan.

“In February 2021, I was at-

tacked, resulting in a broken leg,
but my determination remained
unshaken,” said Ahmadi. “Again,
in September 2021, we were bru-
tally beaten by the Taliban.”

A huge 
repatriation drive
Pakistan has hosted millions of
Afghan refugees for decades.

But over the last three years,
Pakistan’s relationship with
Afghanistan has deteriorated.

Islamabad is angry with the
Taliban authorities in
Afghanistan over the operations
of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pak-
istan (TTP), a militant group that
formed in 2007 and has con-
ducted numerous attacks on Pak-
istani security forces.

As cross-border tensions with
the Taliban regime escalate, con-
cerns were also raised about the
well-being of Afghans in Pakistan.

Islamabad is currently carrying

out a huge drive to repatriate the
roughly four million Afghans who
crossed the border in the past
four decades.

Pakistan had already repatri-
ated over 800,000 Afghan
refugees between September
2023 and the end of last year, ac-
cording to the UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR).

Legal experts and refugee
rights activists have criticised the
Pakistani government’s deporta-
tion plans, particularly when it
comes to deporting Afghan
women’s rights activists.

“Sending activists back to
Afghanistan, where they are very
likely to be subjected to torture at
the hands of the Taliban regime,
would put them in greater risk,”
Osama Malik, a refugee lawyer in
Islamabad, told DW.

Growing worries
about deportations
Ahmadi said her health has been
affected by the deportation drive.

“Unfortunately, for more than
a month, the Pakistani police
have made life difficult for
refugees, including issues with
visas and visa extensions. My
visa expired on February 25,

2025. My personal, psychologi-
cal and emotional problems are
due to not having a visa and being
unable to extend it,” Ahmadi said.

While rights groups have ac-
cused Pakistani authorities of ha-
rassing Afghan refugees,
Islamabad has denied the allega-
tions and stressed that the re-
movals were part of a 2023
campaign called the Illegal For-
eigners Repatriation Plan.

There ‘is no specific category
for activists among those being
deported’, a Pakistani official,
who asked not to be named, told
DW. “The responsibility of host-
ing Afghan refugees should not
fall solely on Pakistan, as other
countries can also accommodate
them,” the official added.

Qaiser Khan Afridi,
spokesperson for the UNHCR in
Pakistan, said the agency is wor-
ried about the deportations.

“UNHCR is especially con-
cerned for Afghans who face a
risk of harm upon return, such as
ethnic and religious minorities,
single women, journalists,
human rights activists, and
members of artistic professions
like musicians.”
DW

Berlin, Germany - Germany is
‘monitoring’ how its citizens are
treated when traveling to the
United States, a Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said on Monday.

The announcement comes
after the recent detention of three
Germans in separate incidents.
Two have been deported, but one
person is still being detained.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Sebastian Fischer said Germany
was trying to assess ‘whether this
represents a change in American
immigration policy or whether
these are isolated cases’.

“Once we have a clear picture,
we will then, if necessary, adjust
our travel and security advice,” he
said.

Green Card 
holder held by ICE
Fabian Schmidt, the German still
in detention, was arrested at

Logan Airport in Boston last week
after returning from Luxembourg.

He is being held at the Donald
W Wyatt Detention Facility in
Rhode Island.

Schmidt is an electrical engi-
neer who has been living in the
US since 2007.

It’s unclear why Schmidt, a US
Green Card holder, was detained.
A Green Card allows noncitizens
to live and work permanently in
the US, but it can be revoked.

The German Foreign Office
told the German press agency,
dpa, that the consulate general in
Boston is handling the case and is
in contact with Schmidt, his rela-
tives and local authorities.
Tourists from EU countries such
as Germany typically have visa-
free access to the United States
for up to 90 days. Two German
tourists said they tried to enter
the US legally but were detained

and eventually sent back home.
Lucas Sielaff, a 25-year-old

German, was detained by US Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment officials on February 18 as
he and his US fiancee were cross-
ing the border from Mexico, ac-
cording to  Der Spiegel. He spent
two weeks in detention after his
entry permit was cancelled at the
Mexican border.

Jessica Brösche, a 29-year-old
tattoo artist from Berlin, was also
taken into custody at the Mexi-
can border as she tried to cross
with a US friend in late January,
the magazine said. Brösche orig-
inally planned to stay in LA until
mid-February, according to her
Instagram profile. She was also
returned to Germany last week.

Both were held at the Otay
Mesa Detention Center, a prison
in San Diego, California, before
being sent back to Germany.

Trump’s crack down
on immigration
Tourists from other Western
countries have reportedly also
been detained by US immigration
authorities recently. 

It appears to be a result of the
strict immigration policies imple-
mented by President Donald
Trump.

During his campaign, Trump
repeatedly suggested he would
invoke extraordinary powers to
address illegal immigration, fur-
ther laying the groundwork with
a series of executive orders on
January 20.

Over the weekend he invoked
the Alien Enemies Act for the first
time since World War II, granting
himself sweeping powers under a
centuries-old law to deport peo-
ple who officials said were asso-
ciated with a Venezuelan gang.
DW

Germany ‘monitoring’ US
detentions of its citizens

Belgrade, Serbia - Serbia’s pres-
ident Aleksandar Vucic has de-
nied that his police forces used a
banned ‘sonic weapon’ to dis-
perse protesters in Belgrade.

“It is a vile lie,” he said in an
address to the nation.

“I have had the opportunity to
see this weapon abroad, and it
emits a strong, piercing sound.
That sound was not heard on the
streets of Belgrade on Saturday
night.” He added that an investi-
gation will be opened, but

warned ‘they should also prose-
cute those who went public with
such a notorious lie’.

During a fifteen-minute com-
memorative silence, eyewit-
nesses reported hearing a
sudden piercing noise, causing
the crowd to scatter in a panic.

Speaking to local media, mili-
tary analyst Aleksandar Radic
said the sound must have origi-
nated from a Long Range Acous-
tic Device (LRAD), commonly
known as a sonic weapon. The

device is ‘primarily used for inca-
pacitation’, according to Radic.

The Belgrade Centre for Se-
curity Policy, a Serbian NGO,
condemned the government for
allegedly using the weapon.

“This act represents a blatant
display of force and an attempt
to incite chaos, aiming to delegit-
imise protests and criminalise
peaceful citizens,” they said in a
statement. They also noted that
use of such a weapon is illegal
under Serbian police law.

The protests in Belgrade saw
the largest crowds in the nation’s
history. Official police estimates
count just over 100,000 people,
while independent monitors
place the total at over 300,000.

The Saturday march is seen
as a culmination of a months-
long protest movement spear-
headed by Serbian students. The
protesters demanded account-
ability for the deaths of 15 people
in Novi Sad who were killed by
falling rubble as the outdoor roof

section of a train station caved in
on them.

In a wider sense, the move-
ment has also encapsulated a
whole range of complaints
against Vucic and his govern-
ment, including allegations of
widespread corruption, nepo-
tism, mismanaging natural re-
sources, voter fraud, media
control and muddled responses
to previous deadly incidents
linked to government officials.
DW

Mass deportations: Afghan women activists in Pakistan fear for their lives

Three German passport holders were detained by US Immigration and Customs enforcement officials in recent weeks

Months of student-led movement led to nation’s largest protest in history

Serbian government denies use of ‘sonic weapon’ at protest

Brussels, Belgium - Belgium
and Rwanda are expelling each
other’s diplomats in tit-for-tat
moves as part of an escalating
dispute over the conflict in the
eastern Democratic Republic
of Congo.

Rwanda announced on
Monday that it had severed
diplomatic ties with Belgium,
giving Belgian diplomats 48
hours to leave the country.

Belgium’s foreign affairs
minister, Maxime Prevot, de-
scribed the move as ‘dispro-
portionate’, adding that
Brussels would declare Rwan-
dan diplomats persona non
grata.

Since January, the Rwan-
dan-backed M23 rebel move-
ment has seized two of eastern
Congo’s largest cities. The in-
ternational community con-

demned this as an escalation of
a long-running conflict rooted
in Rwanda’s 1994 genocide
and the battle for Congo’s min-
eral resources.

Rwanda denies backing
M23 but does not deny having
its own troops in Congo. The
United Nations estimates that

Kigali has around 4,000 troops
in Congo.

Belgium, the former colonial
power in Congo and Rwanda,
led calls for the EU to suspend
the 2024 raw materials agree-
ment with Rwanda.

“Belgium has clearly taken
sides in a regional conflict and
continues to systematically
mobilise against Rwanda in dif-
ferent forums, using lies and
manipulation to secure an un-
justified hostile opinion of
Rwanda, in an attempt to
destabilise both Rwanda and
the region,” Kigali said in a
statement on Monday.

The Congolese govern-
ment and M23 rebels said
they would send delegations
to peace talks in Angola on
Tuesday.
DW

Belgium, Rwanda
expel diplomats over
DR Congo conflict

Rwanda denies
backing M23 but
does not deny 
having its own
troops in Congo.
The United 
Nations estimates
that Kigali has
around 4,000
troops in Congo

M23 fighters, backed by Rwanda, continue to advance into eastern DR Congo

Pakistan is carrying out a huge drive to repatriate the roughly 4mn Afghans
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Over 400 killed, 560 injured as Israel
resumes its genocidal war on Gaza
Gaza City, Palestine - The Gaza
local authorities on Tuesday
morning said that over 400
Palestinians were killed and
many 562 others injured in a
matter of five hours across the
Gaza Strip as Israel resumed its
genocidal war, breaking a cease-
fire that lasted nearly two
months.

The Israeli army said early on
Tuesday that it conducted
airstrikes in the Gaza Strip, the
largest since the ceasefire with
the Palestinian group Hamas
took effect on January 19.

Gaza’s Health Ministry said
the bodies of 254 Palestinians
have so far been transferred to
hospitals, along with 440 injured
people.

“Many victims remain under
the rubble as efforts are under-
way to recover them,” the min-
istry added in a statement.

The Gaza Government
Media Office said entire fami-
lies are among the victims, who
were killed together in the Is-
raeli attacks, noting that ambu-
lances and civil defence teams
are unable to bring all victims to
hospitals.

“These brutal massacres con-
firm once again that the Israeli
occupation army only knows the
language of killing, destruction,
and genocide,” the statement
said.

It added that the resumption

of the massacres in Gaza comes
along with the ongoing suffocat-
ing siege imposed on Gaza and
the complete closure of the
crossings, exacerbating a hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza and de-
priving over 2.4mn Palestinians
of the basic necessities.

The media office urged the in-

ternational community, including
the UN Security Council and
rights groups, to break the state
of inaction and immediately act
to ensure an end to these mas-
sacres in Gaza.

Earlier, the Israeli army said it
is attacking Hamas targets in
the Strip ‘to achieve the objec-

tives of the war as they have
been determined by the political
echelon, including the release of
all of our hostages, the living and
the deceased’.

The Hamas group, for its part,
said the Israeli government has
declared war on Gaza by break-
ing the ceasefire agreement.

“We demand that the media-
tors hold (Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin) Netanyahu and the
Zionist occupation fully respon-
sible for violating and overturn-
ing the agreement,” it said in a
statement. Despite the ceasefire,
local authorities in Gaza had re-
ported almost daily violations by
the Israeli army.

Israel consulted 
with US: White House
A White House spokesperson
confirmed on Monday that Israel
consulted with the US on its
airstrikes in Gaza.

“As President (Donald)
Trump has made it clear: Hamas,
the Houthis, Iran, all those who
seek to terrorise not just Israel,
but also the United States of
America, will see a price to pay.
All hell will break loose,” Karoline
Leavitt told Fox News.

Ahead of a meeting on Tues-
day of the UN Security Council
on Gaza, Israeli ambassador to
the UN Danny Danon said the
country will show ‘no mercy’
against its enemies.

“Let me be very clear: Israel
will not stop until all of our
hostages are back home. We will
make it very clear to the Security
Council that if they want to stop
the war in Gaza, they have to en-
sure that the hostages are com-
ing back to Israel,” Danon said.
Anadolu Agency

Gaza’s Health Ministry said the bodies of
254 Palestinians have so far been 
transferred to hospitals, along with 440
injured people. The resumption of the
massacres in Gaza comes along with the
ongoing siege imposed on Gaza 

The Israeli army said it conducted airstrikes in the Gaza Strip, the largest since the ceasefire with Hamas

REMINDERS OF PAST GLORIES

Tourists visit an ancient stage in Shaxi Town, Jianchuan County, China’s Yunnan Province on Monday. Shaxi

was once an important trading hub for tea, herbs, silk and salt on the ancient Tea Horse Road (Xinhua)

Denmark’s F-35 fighter jets
set to enter service on April 1
Copenhagen, Denmark - Den-
mark’s newly acquired fleet of F-
35 fighter jets will officially enter
service on April 1, nearly nine
years after the government ap-
proved their purchase, Chief of
Defence Michael Wiggers
Hyldgaard announced at Skryd-
strup Air Station, state news
outlet DR reported on Monday.

Denmark has procured 27 F-
35 Lightning II jets built by Lock-
heed Martin to replace its aging
F-16 fleet. Of these, 21 will be
stationed in Denmark, while six
will remain in the US for pilot
training, Wiggers Hyldgaard
confirmed.

The deployment represents a
major enhancement to Den-
mark’s air defence capabilities

and its role in NATO’s regional
security strategy.

“We have now reached a
point in the phase-in of the F-35
where it is not just about educa-
tion and training. Now the air-
craft can contribute to solving
operational tasks,” said Jan
Dam, head of the Air Force
Command.

Calling it a historic moment,

Wiggers Hyldgaard highlighted
the significance of the transition.

“It’s a big day. Denmark
should be proud. The Armed
Forces should be proud.

“We are not quite there yet,
but we are moving in the right
direction, with the F-35 aircraft
taking over responsibility for the
air defence of Denmark.”
Anadolu Agency

Damascus, Syria - Israeli war-
planes killed two civilians and
wounded 19 others in airstrikes
on the southern Syrian city of
Daraa late on Monday, accord-
ing to Syria’s official SANA news
agency.

“Israeli occupation aircraft
launched airstrikes targeting the
vicinity of Daraa,” the agency
said on X.

A follow-up statement con-
firmed the casualties, adding
that ‘two civilians were martyred
and 19 others injured with vary-
ing degrees of wounds’ from the
raids.

The Daraa Governorate, in a
post on its Telegram channel,
said the Israeli strikes targeted
‘housing in the city of Izra and
Regiment 175 with several hits’.

Israel’s military claimed in a
statement that it is ‘currently
striking military targets in south-
ern Syria, including command
centres and military sites con-

taining weapons and military ve-
hicles belonging to the old Syrian
Regime, which they are attempt-
ing to make reusable.”

The army alleged that the
presence of military assets in
southern Syria ‘poses a threat to
the State of Israel. The IDF
(army) will not allow the pres-

ence of military threats in south-
ern Syria and will operate
against it.”

Israeli daily Israel Hayom re-
ported the assault targeted three
bases near Daraa, likely tied to
the Assad army, though it of-
fered no further details.

As of 1930GMT, no official

Syrian response had emerged.
After the fall of the Bashar al-

Assad regime, Israel expanded
its occupation of the Syrian
Golan Heights by seizing the de-
militarised buffer zone, a move
that violated the 1974 disen-
gagement agreement with Syria.
Anadolu Agency

White House denies violating
court order on deportations
Washington, D.C., US - The
White House has denied claims
that it defied a judge’s order halt-
ing the deportation of alleged
Venezuelan gang members to El
Salvador.

If such deportations did occur,
it could escalate legal battles over
the administration’s assertions of
broad presidential authority, po-
tentially pushing the situation to-
ward a constitutional crisis.

The controversy centres on
the deportation of Venezuelan
migrants under the rarely invoked
18th-century Alien Enemies Act -
an unusual and contentious
move that could signal an over-
reach by US President Donald
Trump, CNN reported. 

US District Judge James Boas-

berg temporarily halted the de-
portations on Saturday to assess
the legality of using the act, in-
structing that any flights already
in progress should return to the
US.

On Sunday however, the ad-
ministration confirmed that 250

deportees reportedly linked to
the Tren de Aragua gang were al-
ready in custody in El Salvador.

White House spokesperson
Karoline Leavitt issued a state-
ment later that evening, further
fuelling speculation about
whether officials had disregarded

the judge’s order.
“The administration did not

‘refuse to comply’ with a court
order,” Leavitt said. “The order,
which had no lawful basis, was is-
sued after terrorist (Tren de
Aragua) aliens had already been
removed from US territory.”

“A single judge in a single city
cannot direct the movements of
an aircraft carrier full of foreign
alien terrorists who were physi-
cally expelled from US soil,” she
added.

Leavitt’s focus on the judge’s
‘written’ order and her mention of
the migrants having already left
US soil - without clarifying when
they arrived in El Salvador - raised
questions.
Anadolu Agency

Israeli airstrikes kill 2 civilians in Syria
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Can Canada and India patch up relations?
Ottawa, Canada  - A thaw be-
tween Canada and India might
be on the horizon with Justin
Trudeau stepping down and
being replaced by Mark Carney
as Canada’s prime minister.

Trudeau had openly clashed
with New Delhi since September
2023, when he linked the death
of a Sikh separatist leader and
Canadian citizen Hardeep Singh
Nijjar to Indian government
agents. New Delhi angrily denied
any involvement in the killing,
which took place near Vancou-
ver, and the ties between the two
countries plunged to historic
lows.

But Trudeau is now out of of-
fice, and his successor Carney is
seen as having a technocratic
and globally oriented perspective
on foreign ties, including Ot-
tawa’s relationship with the
world’s most populous nation.
Providing, of course, that Carney
survives Canada’s upcoming
parliamentary election.

“There are opportunities to
rebuild relationships with India,
there needs to be a shared sense
of values around commercial re-
lationships and if I am the prime
minister, I look forward to the op-
portunity to build that,” said Car-
ney, before being elected as the
leader of the governing Liberal
Party.

In another sign of rapproche-
ment, Daniel Rogers, the head of
the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service, visited New Delhi
this past weekend for a meeting
of international intelligence
heads hosted by India’s National
Security Council Secretariat. The
US and the UK intelligence chiefs
also attended the conference,
which was held behind closed
doors.

New Delhi angry
In the wake of the Nijjar row,

both countries expelled each
other’s top diplomats - known as
high commissioners - and sus-
pended trade negotiations. But
even before the row went public,
New Delhi had complained to
the Canadian government about
the activities of Sikh hard-liners
in the diaspora, accusing the ac-
tivists of trying to revive the in-
surgency in India’s Punjab state.

Canada is home to the
world’s largest Sikh diaspora
community, with about
800,000 people, roughly 2% of

the national population. 
Nijjar himself was a propo-

nent of the ‘Khalistan Move-
ment’, which calls for a Sikh
homeland by carving out an
ethno-religious state in the Pun-
jab region. But recent informal
contacts between former diplo-
mats and experts from both na-
tions suggest there is
momentum to put these contro-
versial issues aside, and instead
focus on mutual interests such
as trade, investment and fighting
climate change.

The Trump factor
David McKinnon, a former senior
Canadian diplomat, believes the
new US administration might in-
advertently help Ottawa and
New Delhi to bury the hatchet.

“Quite apart from whether
Mark Carney or Pierre Poilievre
is prime minister by mid-2025,
the more compelling driver for a
reset in the relationship with
India is the upending by Presi-
dent Trump of Canada’s relation-
ship with the US and the
international order more gener-

ally,” McKinnon told DW.
Canadians, according to McK-

innon, are now focused on a fu-
ture that is not so dependent on
the US and keen on expanding
relations with the Indo-Pacific
and Europe.

“India is an obvious partner
for this given our complementar-
ities in resources, technology,
education and investment - not
to mention our shared demo-
cratic legacies, and interest in a
functioning global order,” said
McKinnon.

“Canada has a lot to do to re-
build the relationship, but it will
take pragmatic approaches at
both ends, including when it
comes to addressing serious dis-
agreements. How Ottawa and
Delhi respond to significant de-

velopments in coming months in
the Nijjar murder case or the
Khalistan issue more generally
will be important to watch,” he
added.

Caught between 
US, China and India
Ajay Bisaria, India’s former envoy
to Canada, agrees that Carney’s
arrival is a ‘natural inflection
point’ to reset ties as Canada
prepares for an election later this
year.

“The pathway could include
resuming high commissioners,
inviting India to a G7 summit that
Canada will host in June and pro-
gressing a trade agreement. All
this should become politically
more attractive, given the
broader geopolitical problems

that Canada now has with the US
and continues to have with
China,” said Bisaria.

However, he warned that
Canada’s new leadership might
be so focused on economic chal-
lenges triggered by Donald
Trump’s tariffs and trade de-
mands that the diplomatic reset
with India takes a back seat.

Who will make 
the first move?
Carney is a citizen of Canada, the
UK and Ireland, although he has
recently signalled he would re-
nounce his British and his Irish
passport. He has formerly served
as governor of the Bank of
Canada and the Bank of England,
and stabilising Canada’s trade
ties is likely to be high on his list
of priorities.

“Canada needs India to diver-
sify its economic profile, and
New Delhi would also benefit
from a trade treaty with
Canada,” Shanthie Mariet D’-
Souza, founder of Indian inde-
pendent research forum
Mantraya, told DW.

“While establishing such a
treaty may take time, one way
to assess whether progress is
being made is to observe how
quickly India appoints its high
commissioner to Canada,” she
said.

This move would allow
Canada to reciprocate and re-
store its diplomatic presence in
New Delhi, she added.

“Given the low level of rela-
tions between the two countries,
any potential change is likely to
be positive. However, for im-
provements to occur, the new
prime minister must address
India’s primary concern with Ot-
tawa: the perceived leniency to-
wards Sikh militancy,” said
D’Souza.
DW

Paris, France - France’s presi-
dent called on Russia to prove
that it wants peace by accepting
a US-backed proposal for a 30-
day ceasefire after speaking on
Monday with his Ukrainian
counterpart.

“President (Volodymyr) Ze-
lensky demonstrated the
courage to accept the US pro-
posal for a 30-day ceasefire. It is
now up to Russia to prove that it
truly wants peace,” Emmanuel
Macron said on X after an-
nouncing that he had spoken
with Zelensky and on Sunday
with US President Donald
Trump.

He reiterated the need for the
war to stop while underlining
that ‘atrocities and sabotage’
must also come to an end.

“These are all conditions that
Russia must fulfil. And I am con-
fident in President Trump’s com-
mitment to this cause,” Macron
underscored.

He also urged all parties to
present a ‘concrete peace plan’,
a ‘peace plan that provides
strong security guarantees for
Ukraine. A peace plan that en-
sures lasting peace in Ukraine
and Europe. A peace plan that
prevents Russia from attacking
again’.
Anadolu Agency

Russia should
prove it wants
peace: Macron 

This file photo shows Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the G20 Summit in New Delhi, India on September 10, 2023

Washington, D.C., US - US
President Donald Trump said
on Monday that Secret Service
protection for former President
Joe Biden’s children Hunter
Biden and Ashley Biden has
been revoked. 

“Please be advised that, effec-
tive immediately, Hunter Biden
will no longer receive Secret Ser-
vice protection,” Trump said on
his Truth Social platform.

“Likewise, Ashley Biden, who
has 13 agents, will be taken off the
list,” he added.

Trump said Hunter Biden has
had Secret Service protection for
an extended period of time, all
paid for by the US taxpayer.

“There are as many as 18 peo-
ple on this Detail, which is ridicu-
lous! He is currently vacationing
in, of all places, South Africa,
where the Human Rights of peo-
ple has been strenuously ques-
tioned. Because of this, South
Africa has been taken off our list

of Countries receiving Economic
and Financial Assistance,” he
said.

Just hours before Trump’s in-
auguration on January 20, Biden
granted pardons to several of his
family members, including James
B Biden, Sara Jones Biden, Valerie
Biden Owens, John T Owens and
Francis W Biden, citing what he
called ‘unrelenting’ politically mo-
tivated attacks against them.

Biden’s first major pardon was
in December, for his son Hunter,
who was found guilty of federal
gun charges stemming from his
possession of a firearm while ad-
dicted to drugs in 2018. After a
plea deal in that case was re-
jected, critics said the president’s
son was being prosecuted in a
case where any other person
would have not been charged.

Trump’s Republican Party
often lashed out at Hunter Biden,
trying to link him to a complex
web of conspiracies.

Biden helped FBI in
case against Trump
Officials under Biden helped the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) build out its election tam-
pering case against Donald
Trump by turning over govern-
ment-issued cell phones belong-

ing to the 45th president and for-
mer Vice President Mike Pence,
according to news reports on
Monday.

The new revelation was made
in whistleblower disclosures re-
leased by Senators Chuck Grass-
ley and Ron Johnson on Friday,

which were related to the FBI’s
so-called 2022 ‘Arctic Frost’ in-
vestigation into Trump, which
they say was improperly opened
by ‘anti-Trump’ former Assistant
Special Agent in Charge Timothy
Thibault. 

“The American people de-
serve to know the complete ex-
tent of the corruption within the
DOJ and FBI that led to the inves-
tigation into President Trump,”
said the senators in a letter to At-
torney General Pam Bondi and
FBI Director Kash Patel. “We are
making this information public for
purposes of public accountability
and to provide specific examples
of past behaviour at your institu-
tions that must not be repeated,”
they continued. “Quite simply,
the public has a right to know
what happened in Arctic Frost,
and based on what we’ve ex-
posed to date, the American pub-
lic deserves better from its law
enforcement agencies.”

According to sources close to
the investigation, it appears that
the FBI did not require a warrant
when it obtained the Trump and
Pence cell phones, which were in
the possession of Biden’s White
House counsel. The public disclo-
sure released the email from
Thibault with the subject line
‘Arctic Frost Update 5 17 2022’.

“On May 4, 2022, CR-15
agents took possession of two
phones belonging to former Pres-
ident Donald Trump and former
Vice President Mike Pence,”
wrote Thibault. “The phones
were entered into evidence and
will not be processed until search
warrants are obtained.”

A source familiar with the in-
vestigation told Fox News that
‘the Biden White House played
right along with the FBI’s ‘gotcha’
scheme against Trump’ and ‘gave
its blessing and accommodation
for the FBI to physically obtain
Trump and Pence’s phones’.

No Secret Service protection for Biden’s children, says Trump

Istanbul, Turkey - The Yemeni
Houthi group said on Tuesday
that it attacked the USS Harry
Truman aircraft carrier in the Red
Sea, the third such attack in 48
hours.

Houthi military spokesman
Yahya Saree said his group also
targeted a US destroyer in retali-
ation for US airstrikes on Yemen,
without giving details. “The
American aggressor bears the full
responsibility for the conse-
quences of militarising the Red
Sea and expanding the scope of
confrontation,” Saree said.

He warned that continuing US
airstrikes on Yemen ‘negatively
impact international maritime
navigation’.

Washington launched a fresh
wave of airstrikes on Yemen on
Monday, targeting an iron factory
in the coastal province of Al-Hu-
daydah. More than 50 people
were killed and nearly 100 others
injured in US strikes this week-

end, as US President Donald
Trump warned that ‘hell will rain
down’ if the Iranian-backed group
continues its attacks on Red Sea
shipping.

The Houthis have been attack-
ing Israeli-linked ships passing
through the Red and Arabian
seas, the Bab al-Mandab Strait
and the Gulf of Aden with mis-
siles and drones since late 2023,
disrupting global trade for what it
said was a show of solidarity with
the Gaza Strip. The group halted
attacks when a Gaza ceasefire
was declared in January between
Israel and Hamas, but it threat-
ened to resume the attacks when
Israel blocked all aid into Gaza on
March 2.

Yemen’s Houthis attack US aircraft carrier in Red Sea

Former US President Joe Biden's children Ashley Biden and Hunter Biden

Trudeau had openly clashed with New Delhi since September
2023, when he linked the death of a Sikh separatist leader and
Canadian citizen Hardeep Singh Nijjar to Indian government
agents. New Delhi angrily denied any involvement

Washington
launched a fresh
wave of airstrikes
on Yemen on 
Monday, targeting
an iron factory in
the  province of 
Al-Hudaydah



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING
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V V E E

U A Qu E

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Your passions are running on high today, very high. Which could

be good or bad, depending on what you're feeling. If everything is

going smoothly, you'll want to be as close to your special

someone as possible. Just be careful not to smother them. You

know how you get when you're excited about something. And if

you're feeling a bit cranky? Be sure to keep that under control too.

There's no point in ruining a relationship for one passing mood.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
You could spot this situation a mile away. Someone is beginning

to feel threatened and worried that they might be losing yet

another close friend or loved one. Well, you can be sure that the

green-eyed monster isn't far away. If you're an outside observer,

you might want to have a nice, objective chat with all parties

concerned. If not, issuing a warning might work. A nice, stern

one. 

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Every now and then you use your talents to manipulate things to

your favor. What's the big deal? Everyone does it, especially in

the defense of someone or something that can't defend itself, like

now, for example. Think of it as the "iron fist in a velvet glove"

syndrome. You've been called on to slip your hand into a well-

disguised glove. Do it guiltlessly, because you know you're doing

it for the right reasons.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
You've probably gotten yourself into a bit of trouble lately, you

and that impetuous way you have of saying exactly what's on

your mind. And you've been even more rash than usual lately,

which is really saying something. But suddenly today you're all

smiles and willing to do whatever it takes to soothe the

troubled waters. No, you're not feverish. You're human. And

changeable.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Someone out there is positively steaming mad, not at you,

exactly, but certainly about you. They're upset because you

have something they want, something they feel they deserve

more than you do. You can't help but pick up the vibes, and one

more icy stare might just turn you into a pillar of stone. If they

initiate a discussion, be sure to have witnesses handy. Jealousy

can warp even the most objective brain.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
You have something to say or do that's going to leave a bad

taste in your mouth, but you have to go for it nonetheless. So

what good will guilt do? None at all. Do what it takes to make

things right. You can always confess to an unbiased third party

later. Just keep in mind that dealing with schemers often means

you have to scheme. Let your conscience guide you and the

ends will justify the means.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
A trace of tension is in the air. Okay, more than just a trace.

And you're not quite sure what comes next. Obviously, you can

only do one thing: sit tight and see what happens. This is

potentially volatile stuff, and you know how you feel about

melodrama, not good. If you really have to make a move,

convince your dear ones to keep cool. That will help more than

anything.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
If you're out shopping, you'd better have company, the kind

that's big enough to wrestle that plastic out of your hands.

You'll feel darned near compelled to buy whatever makes

you feel the way you want to feel. Remember, though, you'll

only achieve this kind of fulfillment from within. If this

purchase is not legitimate, it won't mean a thing in a week's

time.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Someone has to start the ball rolling, and it might as well be

you. If you can feel the tension in the air, and you know how to

get rid of it, do what you do best and be honest. Encourage

everyone to cut through the BS and get straight to the point.

Don't worry. You'll be there to referee the conversation if it gets

ugly. Once it's all out on the table, you can help everyone move

toward a solution.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You've had just about all the fun you can stand with these

feelings you've been keeping to yourself, and you're finally ready

to talk about everything. If someone else will be affected,

consider that before you start. If not, the decision is yours alone.

But if this is a truly personal issue, something you'd prefer not

become grist for the gossip mill, be sure not to confide in

anyone who hasn't already proven their loyalty.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
The green-eyed monster is here yet again. You've been feeling it

coming for a while, and you've tried your best to help a dear one

see the error of their ways. But sometimes you just have to give

in and let people feel what they want to feel. On the positive

side, you should realize that if they didn't care, they wouldn't be

jealous at all. Think of it as a backhanded compliment and be

patient.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You've just about had it with that certain individual who's had it

in for you. You're perfectly prepared to handle this face-to-face

with the authority figures. The problem this individual may have,

and may not have thought of before they started this campaign

against you, is that you've been following all the rules and they

haven't. Should you have mercy on them? It depends on the

quality of their groveling. 

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

01. What award is the equiva-

lent of the Oscars for the music

industry?

A. BAFTAs

B. Emmys

C. Tonys

D. Grammys

02. The legendary Hercules

was said to have what quality?

A. Strength

B. Mischief

C. Eloquence

D. Musicianship

03. The white fumes that form

when hydrogen chloride dis-

solves in water consist of what?

A. Methane

B. Hydrochloric acid

C. Arsenic

D. Helium

ACROSS

1) Eye-related

6) Harvest leavings

11) Bake-sale org.

14) Sports venue

15) Part of a TV feed

I 6) Charged item

17) Be completely numb

19) Quick on the uptake

20) Puts on television

21) Contents of some bar-

rels

22) Born, in bios

23) Meeting notes

26) Motor parts

28) Used a firehouse pole

29) ABC competitor

32) Give vent to

33) Droops

34) "We should do it!"

36) Feather in one's cap?

39) Hearth residue

40) Is a sign of

42) Catch red-handed

43) Basketmaking need

45) Type of lens

46) Art_

47) Lift with effort

49) Chemist's hangout

50) Persia, now

5 l ) Some envelopes

54) Kind of monkey

56) Tokyo, till 1868

57) Menu phrase

58) Burmese currency

59) Mental ability

60) What dead men do

65) Actor Majors

66) Take place as a result

67) Repulsive person

68) Prefix with "pend"

69) Oater transport

70) Many-headed mon-

ster of myth

DOWN

1) No exemplar of grace

2) Prefix meaning "before"

3) Links prop

4) Noncoastal regions

5) Fox, wolf or dog, e.g.

6) Feline musical

7) "Come again?"

8) Farewell, in Cancun

9) Having limits

10) Kin of headlights

11) Grand masters?

12) Boozehound

13) Chips in

18) One with a vision

23) Allegro_ (very fast)

24) Drinking vessel

25) Parts of scores, often

27) "_ death do us part"

30) Auto pioneer Karl

31) "Cheers" chair

35) Ancient colonnade

37) Former Portuguese

territory in China

38) Black hues, in old

poems

40) Lets the air out

41) Mammal, before birth

44) Waikiki wear

46) Kind of supplement

48) Kind of show or scout

51) Baby's cries

52) Word on the way out?

53) Chip dip

55) Emerge from the egg

58) Place for a pad

61) Wheel nut

62) Acted as point man

for

63) Suffix with "pamphlet"

64) Healthful retreat

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD

Answers:1. D  2. A  3. B
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Nottingham, England - Chris
Wood has helped bring Notting-
ham Forest to the brink of Cham-
pions League football with 18
goals in an extraordinary Premier
League season but the hulking
hitman sees himself playing on a
quieter stage in his native New
Zealand.

Wood, who is contracted to
Forest until at least the end of the
2026-27 season, has long-term
plans to return to his home na-
tion with English wife Emma for
a year and hopes a stint playing
club football might also be on the
agenda.

"I've spoken to the wife about
this, where we're definitely going
to come back and live in New
Zealand and be a part of New
Zealand for a year, because I
want to experience being back
home," the 33-year-old told New
Zealand news website Stuff. "If
that's to do with football at the
same time, that'd be fantastic."

New Zealand have two pro-

fessional clubs competing in the
mainly Australian A-League -
Wellington Phoenix and high-fly-
ing expansion team Auckland
FC. With 41 goals in 80 appear-
ances for New Zealand, the
country's most prolific
goalscorer would likely be wel-
come at both. Born and raised in
Auckland, Wood was not leaning
toward either side.

"I love both cities very much,"
he said. "100% I will sit on that
fence and it's football at the end
of the day."

Wood will look to lead New
Zealand to victory against low-
ranked Fiji in Wellington on Fri-
day and secure a place in the
final of Oceania qualifying for the
2026 World Cup. The All
Whites have been the dominant
force in Oceania football since
Australia moved to the Asian
confederation in 2006 but have
fallen short in playoffs in their
last three attempts to qualify for
the World Cup.
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HOWE’S THAT FOR 
A STATEMENT!

Newcastle boss flies the flag for English managers in the Premier League 
London, England - Newcastle
United's League Cup final tri-
umph over Liverpool was not
only a landmark moment for
the club, it was also a throw-
back to a time when English
managers regularly stocked up
the trophy cabinets of the
country's top clubs.

Eddie Howe still has a long
way to go to emulate the likes
of Bob Paisley, Brian Clough,
Howard Kendall and Bobby
Robson, and remains some-
thing of an anomaly in the Pre-
mier League where only two of
the 20 current managers are
English.

But in becoming the first
home coach to win one of Eng-
land's top domestic honours
since 2008, Howe's feat is a
shot in the arm for English
coaches plying their trade in the
lower leagues.

Londoner Harry Redknapp,
who won the 2008 FA Cup for
Portsmouth and took Totten-
ham Hotspur into the Cham-
pions League for the first
time, hopes Howe's rise
changes perceptions
but laments the lack of
home-grown managers.

"It's sad that there's
only two En-
glish man-
agers in
the Premier
League," 78-
year-old told
reporters at
Charlton Athletic's
Valley during the
launch of the inaugural North
versus South game in which he
will return to the touchline.

"It's sad that they don't get
the opportunities. The only way
you tend to get there now is to
take a team up. In (Howe's)
case, it was different."

By his own admission, the

47-year-old Howe's playing ca-
reer was unremarkable. He
came through the ranks at
Bournemouth where Redknapp
was cutting his teeth as a man-
ager, and made nearly 300 ap-
pearances in the lower rungs of
the Football League before in-
jury forced his retirement in
2007.

A year later, with
Bournemouth in financial tur-
moil and heading out of the
Football League, Howe be-
came manager, led them
to safety and then to
promotion the fol-
lowing season.

After a short
spell at Burn-
ley, Howe re-
turned to take
Bournemouth
to the Premier
League for
the first time
in 2015 and
kept them up
against the
odds for five
seasons.

" T a k i n g
Bournemouth
from nearly going

out of the league into the Pre-
mier League, it was crazy what
he achieved there really," Red-
knapp added.

Howe's reputation as an 
articulate, fiercely-driven and
progressive coach attracted
Newcastle in 2021, shortly
after they were bought 
by a Saudi Arabia-backed 
consortium.

Newcastle had managed five
points from 11 games before he
was appointed but he led them
to safety. The following season
they finished fourth and
reached the Champions
League.

On Sunday, Howe made
sure he will enter Newcastle
folklore as his side won the
club's first domestic trophy for
70 years.

But could Howe's break-
through on Tyneside persuade
England's top clubs, and even
the national team, to look closer
to home for managers?

"You'd hope so," Redknapp
said. 

"But it's all foreign owners
now. They come in, they get
brought into clubs by agents
who probably recommend
some manager to them.

"It's certainly getting
tougher, but I think given the
opportunity, there's lots of
good lads out there who could
do the job. But I don't know,

there's such a shortage.
"When the England job

came up recently, I'm
wanting to see an English
manager. I'll be honest, I
only saw Eddie. I didn't
see anybody else. I
thought Eddie was the
only one. No one else
jumped out at me as a

real candidate."

London, England - Newcastle
United defender Dan Burn has
described the feeling of ending
the club's 56-year wait for a
major trophy as a "dream" fol-
lowing their 2-1 EFL Cup final
win over Liverpool.

Boyhood Newcastle fan
Burn, born in Blyth, scored the
opener and won Player of the
Match, days after being picked
in Thomas Tuchel's first Eng-
land squad.

"I've had worse weeks,"
Burn told Sky Sports. "I don't
want to go to sleep because I
feel like I'm dreaming and it's
all going to be a lie.

"I don't get many [goals] so
I saved it for a big occasion. I
feel strange, I feel numb at the
minute.

"I'll be first there tomorrow
[at England training] at 8 o'-
clock."

A letter written by Burn's fa-
ther ahead of the EFL Cup final
two years ago, when Newcas-
tle lost 2-0 to Manchester
United, provides an insight into
his son's incredible journey to
the top.

Newcastle head coach
Eddie Howe was full of praise
for Burn, who has played all but
one of the Magpies' 28 Premier

League matches this season,
only missing the 2-0 defeat to
West Ham United in Novem-
ber due to suspension.

"What a few days for Dan,"
said Howe. "His performance
today was colossal at the back.

"We were working on those
corners tirelessly for two
weeks. He's delivered one from
long range. Incredible header.
So fitting it's him."

More than 20 English clubs

have won a major trophy since
Newcastle last did, including
Oxford United, Norwich City
and Luton Town, and Howe
was emotional when speaking
of his mum, Anne, who passed
away 13 years ago, following
yesterday's cup win.

"You end up thinking of the
people that aren't with you,"
said Howe. "Like for me, my
mum. You just think of all the
hard sacrifices, hard work that

they gave you as a child.
"With such a long wait for a

trophy, I'm sure everyone will
never forget it. There are differ-
ent ways to win trophies -
today was the best way to win
it.

"We played the best team in
the Premier League by a long
way and we were the better
team."

Howe explained that the ap-
proach for yesterday's final

was different to that of two
years ago against Man Utd.

"The first time we got to
Wembley was very emotional,"
Howe added.

"You could sense that in the
players and the crowd. I don't
think it helped our perfor-
mance.

"This time we tried to take
away distractions and make it
similar to a Premier League
build-up,” Howe said.

LEAGUE CUP

It feels like I’m dreaming, says Burn 

Newcastle United’s Dan Burn scores against Liverpool on Sunday

New Zealander Wood
open to playing club
football in homeland 

London, England - The Premier
League said it was appalled by
the racial abuse suffered by
Chelsea centre back Wesley
Fofana on social media
after his side's 1-0
defeat by Arsenal
on Sunday.

The 24-year-
old France inter-
national posted
on his Instagram
story the screenshots
of racist messages he
received and said
"stupidity and cruelty can no
longer hide".

"The Premier League is ap-
palled by the abuse suffered by
Chelsea's Wesley Fofana after
their match against Arsenal.
We will offer our full support to
Wesley and the club," the Pre-

mier League said in a state-
ment. "We work with the so-
cial media platforms and the
authorities to ensure any indi-

viduals found guilty of
abuse face the

strongest possi-
ble conse-
quences."

Fofana said
on Monday that

social media plat-
forms had to take
steps to prevent
abuse.

"It's not just football; it's not
just a 'game' when some be-
lieve that their skin colour
makes them superior to oth-
ers." he added. "It's time for
things to change, for platforms
to take action, and everyone to
take responsibility."

Premier League 'appalled by
racist abuse directed at Fofana’

Chris Wood has scored 18 goals in the Premier League so far this season

Soul, South Korea - South Korea
coach Hong Myung-bo has ac-
cused Bayern Munich of not
looking after Kim Min-jae prop-
erly after he withdrew the central
defender from his squad for two
World Cup qualifiers to receive
treatment on an Achilles injury.

Kim was named in Hong's 28-
man squad last Monday for the
qualifiers against Oman and Jor-
dan but withdrawn on Saturday
for "treatment on his left Achilles
tendonitis and rehab".

Hong told reporters that the
national team coaching staff had
been aware for a while of "warn-
ing signs" that the injury might

flare up. "Unfortunately, Bayern
Munich did not properly protect
the player to prevent injury so
we've ended up in a situation
where we have to play these im-
portant matches without a key
player," Hong said.

Bayern did not properly protect
Kim, says South Korea coach

Newcastle United manager Eddie Howe celebrates with

the League Cup trophy on Sunday

When the 
England job 
came up recently, 
I’m wanting to 
see an English 
manager. I’ll be
honest, I only saw
Eddie. I didn’t see

anybody else
HARRY REDKNAPP

Kim Min-jae

Wesley Fofana
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Manchester, England - The aver-
age annual salary for a female
professional soccer player glob-
ally is $10,900, says FIFA's an-
nual report on the women's
game, a figure skewed by a small
number of top clubs.

Among the teams FIFA desig-
nated as Tier 1, which includes 41
clubs from 16 countries, the av-
erage salary was around
$24,030, although 16 of those
top clubs paid an average gross
salary of over $50,000, accord-
ing to the "Setting the Pace, FIFA
Benchmarking Report on

Women's Football" released on
Monday.

The highest of those salaries
was approximately $120,000.

The average gross salary,
however, at Tier 2 and 3 clubs
was $4,361 and $2,805, respec-
tively.

"There is a need for players of
a certain standard to earn a reli-
able and sufficient income solely
from playing, reducing their de-
pendence on secondary sources
of income and allowing them to
dedicate the time required to
play at a higher level," the report

said. Tier 1 clubs also featured the
longest player contracts, most
commonly between one and
three years, with salaries highest
for contracts of two to three
years, while Tier 3 teams were
most likely of the tiers to offer
contracts under three months.

"A longer contract enables
players to commit to a club and
a location, giving them more sta-
bility so they can focus on their
footballing careers," said the re-
port.

It also highlighted atten-
dances as an area of concern.

While Arsenal hosted
Manchester United in front of a
Women's Super League record
60,160 fans at Emirates Stadium
last year, Tier 1 teams averaged
1,713 fans, while Tiers 2 and 3
were 480 and 380, respectively.

Arsenal were among the 23%
of clubs that played some
matches at a stadium other than
their regular ground, playing five
home league games at The Emi-
rates and the rest at Meadow
Park, which has a seating capac-
ity of 1,700 and total capacity of
4,500.

Wide discrepancy in women’s pay and attendance, says FIFA report 

Brussels, Belgium - Belgium
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois said
on Tuesday he had thrashed out
the circumstances of his lengthy
exile from the national side with
teammates on his return and
hoped the controversy over his
almost two-year absence was
now settled.

Courtois, 32, has not played
for Belgium since June

2023 when he
walked out ahead
of a European
Championsh ip

qualifier in Estonia,
but after a change

of coach he is back
in the squad for

this week’s Nations
League playoffs
against Ukraine.

The Real Madrid
keeper, who has 102 caps,
said his walkout had nothing
to do with being denied the
captaincy, as was reported at
the time, but a breakdown in
his relationship with coach
Domenico Tedesco, who
has been replaced by Rudi
Garcia.

Courtois conceded he
might have better han-
dled the confrontation
with Tedesco and regret-
ted misunderstandings
with his teammates.

However, he said he felt there
was no way back with Tedesco
after their relationship broke
down.

Courtois faced a barrage of
questions over his lengthy stay
away, which has divided opinion
in Belgium, at a press conference
on Tuesday, striking a concilia-
tory tone but insisting he would
remain opinionated. “I am who I
am,” he said.

Courtois spoke to teammates
on Monday after joining up with
the squad in Belgium.

“There were a lot of misun-
derstandings, half truths, so I was
able to explain what happened.
The teammates were able to ask
their questions,” Courtois said.

"I'm relieved that we were
able to talk everything out. Ev-
erything is clear and now we're
looking ahead. I know I made my
mistakes. At that time, I wasn't
mentally 100% ready to play.

“After a long season, you
sometimes have impulsive reac-
tions and that was not smart of
me, that was not the best thing

for the team and the supporters.
"I still think the football asso-

ciation could have handled it bet-
ter afterwards, but I also suffered
a serious knee injury. I wasn't
ready to play at the European
Championship anyway. And
when a relationship with a coach
breaks down it's also difficult.

"A lot had been written that I
left because I didn't get the cap-
tain's armband, but that's not
true. That's the biggest disinfor-
mation.

"I understand it was hard for

the fans at the time. I hope that
they can accept me again. I un-
derstand it's not easy, but I hope
that they will support the team,"
he added.

Belgium teammate Youri
Tielemans, who also addressed
the press conference, said it was
good Courtois explained mat-
ters.

"The most important thing is
that he realises that some things
went down badly with the group
of players, but he said that he
had not meant it that way,” said
the midfielder.

Koen Casteels, who has been
Belgium’s regular goalkeeper
over the last two years, has quit
the national team in protest and
other teammates have offered
veiled criticism of the Real
Madrid goalkeeper’s stayaway.

"I would not have called him
up yet. I would have let these two
matches pass," said former
coach Marc Wilmots, under
whom Courtois earned 41 caps
between 2012 and 2016 of Bel-
gium’s two legs against Ukraine
in the Nations League playoffs in
Murcia, Spain on Thursday and
in Genk on Sunday. 

"I would have first seen, heard
and felt within the squad what
they think of the issue. I would
have spoken to Casteels, shown
respect to the players who were
there and who did it without
Courtois and only then I might
have integrated Courtois,"
Wilmots told Belgian radio.

Former Belgium defender
Philippe Albert, who now works
as a television pundit, was more
critical of Courtois.

"He still slammed the door on
the national team, a week before
his wedding," Albert said. "He
did our national team a disser-
vice."

EXILE ENDS BUT 
DOUBTS LINGER
Belgium
goalkeeper
Courtois’s
return after 
a lengthy
absence
sparks debate

Injured
Messi out of
Argentina’s
World Cup
qualifiers
Buenos Aires, Argentina - Lionel
Messi was not included in Ar-
gentina coach Lionel Scaloni's
squad for the 2026 World Cup
qualifiers against Uruguay and
Brazil, with the forward missing
out due to a muscle strain.

Messi scored a stunning goal
in Inter Miami's 2-1 win at Atlanta
United in Major League Soccer
(MLS) on Sunday but felt a mus-
cle discomfort, local media re-
ported.

As a consequence, the 37-
year-old was left out of the Ar-
gentina squad on Monday, and
will remain in the United States to
recover. “It’s sad to miss these
two very special matches with
the National Team against
Uruguay and Brazil. As always, I
wanted to be there, but at the last
moment, a not-so-serious injury
that forces me to stop for a while
before returning to play left me
out,” Messi explained on his In-
stagram account.

Argent ina ,
who lead the
CONMEBOL
q u a l i f y i n g
standings with
25 points after 
12 games, travel to
s e c o n d - p l a c e d
Uruguay on 
Friday.

Amsterdam, Netherlands -
Denzel Dumfries has pulled
out of the Netherlands
squad for the Nations
League quarter-final tie
against Spain and there are
doubts over the fitness of
Frenkie de Jong, the Dutch
football association said on
Monday.

Dumfries was injured
playing for Inter Milan in
Sunday’s Serie A triumph at
Atalanta and has been re-
placed by 22-year-old Ajax
Amsterdam defender Youri
Baas who received a first
national team call-up on his
birthday.

Dutch coach Ronald
Koeman also added Mats
Wieffer of Brighton & Hove
Albion as cover for key
midfielder De Jong, who
missed Barcelona’s win at
Atletico Madrid on Sunday
because of illness.

De Jong joined up with
the Dutch squad on Mon-
day but did not train.

The Netherlands host
Spain in the first leg of their
quarter-final tie in Rotter-
dam on Thursday with the
return in Valencia on Sun-
day.

Injured
Dumfries
pulls out of
Netherlands
squad 

Indoor, outdoor 1,500m gold ‘definitely the goal’ for Ingebrigtsen
Nanjing, China - Despite
the incredible success he

has enjoyed so far in his
career, Jakob Inge-
brigtsen has never
won a world title in
the 1,500 metres
and that is some-

thing he is deter-
mined to put
right, indoors
and out, in
Nanjing and
Tokyo this
season.

T h e
Norwegian
arrived in
China at

the week-
end for next

week's world in-
door championships

and will return to Asia in Septem-
ber for the outdoor edition at
Tokyo's National Stadium, where
he won Olympic gold in the event
in 2021.

"That's definitely the goal for
the season," he told reporters
from China on Monday.

"I try to do as well as I can, try
to participate as much as possi-
ble, but ultimately the 1,500 me-
tres is my main event and my
favourite event. So that's always
going to be the main focus and
the main goal.

"I've been fortunate enough to
have visible improvement in my
personal best in the last couple
years, and I'm still a big believer
that I can continue that going for
many years in the future."

Ingebrigtsen won silver behind
Samuel Tefera in the 1,500 at his

only previous indoor worlds in
Belgrade in 2022, missing out on
last year's edition in Glasgow be-
cause of an Achilles injury.

In the last two outdoor world
1,500s he was beaten into silver
in almost identical circumstances
by British duo Jake Wightman, in
Eugene 2022, and Josh Kerr in

Budapest 2023.
The 24-year-old also failed in

his attempt to retain his 1,500
title at the Paris Olympics last
year, but did go home with a gold
in the 5,000 to add to the back-
to-back outdoor world titles he
won in the longer event in 2022
and 2023. He has been in im-
pressive indoor form this year,
setting world records for the mile
and 1,500 in France in February
and taking the 1,500-3,000 dou-
ble for the third time at the Euro-
pean Championships in the
Netherlands earlier this month.

"I feel strong, I feel good. 
I'm improving," he said. "I think
that's a good way to kind of 
conclude that we're definitely on
the right path and doing some
right things and hopefully im-
proving in general.”

Denzel Dumfries

I’m relieved that we were able to talk everything out. Everything is
clear and now we’re looking ahead. I know I made my mistakes. 
At that time, I wasn’t mentally 100% ready to play
THIBAUT COURTOIS

I try to do as well as I
can, try to participate
as much as possible,
but ultimately 
the 1,500 metres 
is my main event 
and my favourite
event
JAKOB INGEBRIGTSEN

Lionel Messi

Jakob Ingebrigtsen

An Arsenal-Man United match attracted a record 60,160 fans at Emirates Stadium last year
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SANA KHAN S.
PATHAN

BIRTHDAY 
WISHES

Wish you a very happy
birthday

From Sama Khan

MARRIAGE NOTICE
I, NAMAN  SHARMA holder of Indian Passport No Z4681677 )D/o
S/O RAKESH SHARMA having permanent residence in HOUSE NO
:1177 , SECTOR   15-B , CHANDIGARH , INDIA PIN:160015 complete
postal address in India) and presently residing at   CBD Muscat, BOX,
1665 Postal Code 112 Sultanate Of Oman , intend to marry Ms
VANDNA OMPRAKASH DARYANI holder of indian R2383722 D/o
S/O   OMPRAKASH BHAGCHAND DARYANI having permanent 
residence   in   D.A.Z-77,ADIPUR   ,KUTCH , GUJARAT , INDIA .
(complete Permanent address) at embassy of India, Muscat. I swear
that I am marrying her at my own free will and not under any durees
and intimidation. Any objection towards this marriage may please be
communicated to Embassy Of India, Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al
Khuwair, PO Box No : 1727, Postal Code 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman
within 30 days of publication of this news paper advertisement.

FOR 
RENT

� State of the Art 
warehouse and office in
Misfah

�Centrally located with
ease of access to 
Muscat - Nizwa Sohar

Office
700 sq mts of office 
space, centralized air 
conditioning ready to use.

Warehouse
� 3000++ pallets space 

available on monthly/
per pallet rental bases.

� loading/unloading bays,
with state of the art 
racking and centrally air
conditioning @21 
degree

CONTACT NO: 9 3 8 9 3 5 9 6

SEND
YOUR 

REQUEST
FOR

Birthday/Anniversary 
wishes to 

wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident 

card copy 
(It’s free of cost) MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings for 

individuals and establishments: Situations Vacant/Wanted, 

Accommodation Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale or

Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc  

Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

CLASSIFIEDS 

Dunedin, New Zealand - New
Zealand's powerful powerplay
performances with both ball and
bat comfortably dispatched Pak-
istan by five wickets in the sec-
ond T20I in Dunedin to give the
hosts a 2-0 lead in the five-
match series.

Jacob Duffy, Ben Sears and Ish
Sodhi pinned Pakistan early to
cripple their batting effort, forc-
ing the visitors to make only 135
in the 15-overs-a-side contest,
after which openers Tim Seifert
(45 off 22 balls) and Finn Allen
(38 from 16) killed the chase off
early, adding 66 in just 28 deliv-
eries.

Salman Agha's 46, and eco-
nomical spells from Khushdil

Shah and Haris Rauf, were the
positives from the Pakistan
camp. But, overall, they were
outplayed by the hosts, although
the gulf between the two sides
was lesser than in the first T20I.
The teams now move to Auck-
land, with the visitors one defeat
away from losing the series.

After New Zealand stand-in
captain Michael Bracewell opted

to bowl, Duffy's rising delivery
had opener Hasan Nawaz mis-
cuing a shot to backward point in
the first over itself. Sears then
dismissed an aggressive Mo-
hammad Haris for 11 when he
slashed the bowler to deep third.

Agha, Pakistan's captain, then
counterattacked to give the visi-
tors' innings some impetus, but
Bracewell's introduction of Sodhi

crippled them. Irfan Khan's lead-
ing edge off Sodhi saw him holing
out at backward point, and two
balls later, Khushdil was walking
back after being trapped in front
of the stumps by the wristspin-
ner.

Agha's 28-ball 46 threatened
New Zealand in the middle
overs, but when he fell in the
tenth over to Sears in his second
spell, Pakistan lost steam. How-
ever, Shadab Khan's 14-ball 26,
and Shaheen Shah Afridi's 14-
ball 22, added some late impetus
to lift the visitors to 135 for 9 in
15 overs. James Neesham, play-
ing his first T20I in nine months,
finished with 2 for 26, both wick-
ets coming in the 13th over.

“The guys bowling into the
wind bowled particularly well,”
Bracewell said after the game. “I
think when the wicket's been
under covers for a day or so and
offering extra bounce, our
bowlers used the surface well.
We were pretty happy with the
score at half-time.”

Pakistan captain Agha said
their own powerplay perfor-
mances were a let-down.

“It was a better game than last
game - lot of positives - but few
things more to do,” Agha told the
broadcasters. 

“We batted better but we
need to finish our batting better.
Bowling was decent but we need
to be more consistent.”

Melbourne, Australia - England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
chief executive Richard Gould
said they would not support a
proposed global Twenty20
league bankrolled by Saudi Ara-
bia as there was not enough
room in the calendar for it.

A Sydney Morning
Herald report on Sat-
urday said the
event would be
backed by the
sports arm of Saudi
Arabia's sovereign
wealth fund and feature
eight teams playing
in four different loca-
tions. “With the busy interna-
tional calendar, a host of
established franchise leagues
around the world, and existing
concerns about player workloads,
there is no scope or demand for
such an idea,” Gould told the
same newspaper. “It's not some-
thing that we would support.”

The ECB is keen to protect its
own 100-ball format league, The
Hundred, having raised $1.27 bil-
lion last month after selling fran-
chise stakes to private investors.

The Indian Premier League re-
mains the benchmark in fran-

chise cricket, while
Australia, Pakistan,

West Indies, South
Africa and the UAE
also have their
own T20 leagues. 

The Australian
Cricketers Associa-

tion has backed the
proposed league.

“The ACA's early
interest in exploring this con-
cept is motivated by a desire to
develop and normalise best-
practice collective bargaining
and an international gender-eq-
uity pay model for male and fe-
male cricketers,” the player's
union was quoted as saying in
the report.

NBA star LeBron James said he
was happy to have helped Mirra
Andreeva after the Russian
teenager credited one of his past
interviews where he talked about
the importance of mental
strength for inspiring her to vic-
tory at Indian Wells on Sunday.

Andreeva said in an interview
with Tennis Channel on Monday
that she had taken James' com-

ments to heart. “He was saying
that even if you don't play 100%
or even if you don't feel 100%
physically, I'm going to choose to
be 100% mentally,” she said.

James congratulated the 17-
year-old on her win and urged
her to keep going.

“Congratulations! Happy to
have helped,” James wrote on In-
stagram late on Monday. 

ECB rejects T20 League
backed by Saudi Arabia 

LeBron 'happy to have helped'
Andreeva to Indian Wells win

Mirra Andreeva

It was a better game than last - lot of
positives - but few things more to do.
We batted better but we need to finish
better. Bowling was decent but we need
to be more consistent
SALMAN AGHA. PAKISTAN CAPTAIN

Seifert, Allen star as Black Caps win second T20I by five wickets

NEW ZEALAND
OUTPLAY PAKISTAN

Richard Gould

Tim Seifert (L)

and Finn Allen put

on a  66-run

opening

partnership for

New Zealand 



SHIRTS

G
etting ready for an important meeting at work or
for a rendezvous with friends, your stack of shirts
has got your back!  A staple in every wardrobe,
people often underestimate the power of a well-

fitted shirt. Your attire makes up for your first impression and
boosts your confidence, and thus, needs to be properly
planned.

To create a wardrobe catering to all your needs, let’s take
a tour of six different types of shirts for men:

Oxford Button-down Shirt
Made with a kind of basket weave fabric, the Oxford cloth is
thicker than a formal shirt. An Oxford button-down shirt is a
must in your wardrobe as it is a perfect balance between ca-
sual and smart. The rich texture of the shirt makes it a sump-
tuous addition to your closet. This men’s shirt looks refined
in pastel shades but you’ll find it in a variety of colours and
can choose the one to your liking.

The shirt also usually has a hanger loop at the back yoke
making it easy to store. The Oxford button-down shirt,
known for the buttons holding the collar in place, is a versa-
tile type of shirt for men. It can be paired with chinos and
brogues for grabbing dinner and drinks with friends or fam-
ily.

Dress Shirt
You won’t hear the end of compliments with the right dress
shirt tucked in a smart tuxedo. One of the most sought after
men’s shirt styles, a dress shirt will be your partner in crime
as you smile your way through important events.

Featuring a cutaway collar and French cuffs, a dress shirt
is a no-brainer for important celebrations. Jazz up your for-
mal outfit with cufflinks and formal dress shoes.

The bib in front of the dress shirts will give it a smooth
look when worn under the tuxedo jacket. Don’t forget an el-
egant tie or bow to bring your look together. Pamper yourself
with a crisp white dress shirt and be a catch at social events.

Linen Shirt
Debonair and dashing, linen shirts will be your next fashion
obsession. The airy and breathable fabric is your summer
season bonanza. Investing in a linen shirt is definitely worth
it because of the sheer elegance of the fabric. You can wear
your linen shirt during summer getaways. 

Pastel linen shirts look suave when paired with khakis or
solid jeans.    Linen shirts are light and comfortable and will
be your favourite pick for relaxing on hot days. Out of differ-
ent types of shirts, linen always looks flattering. With a linen
shirt, you can rarely go wrong because we know you won’t
pair it with denim. You can also wear a white shirt for a sum-
mer day wedding - it is one of the best shirts to wear with a
blue suit for an unconventional festive outfit.

Polo Shirt
A polo shirt is a wardrobe wizard that can be worn with any-
thing and everything. The iconic brand has made an individ-
ual place for their shirts in the fashion world. Available in a
multitude of colours, you can choose your favourite ones.

These shirts are not strictly formal but can graciously
clean up nicely at parties or small festivities. From shorts to
sweatpants, a polo shirt is stitched for your comfort.
Amongst shirts for men, a solid polo shirt is a limitless item
of clothing. You can fashion it as you like and it will not fail
to make you look good. The woven fabric of a polo shirt
with the pointed collar sets it apart from more casual
shirts.

Mandarin Collar Shirt
Bring on your classy game with a mandarin col-
lared shirt. The band collar shirt looks excep-
tionally sophisticated at formal events. Be it an
engagement party or your own engagement,
the mandarin collar shirt will be a fine choice.

This modern men’s shirt style keeps you
away from the hassles of ties and bows. These
types of shirts can be worn with crisply creased
trousers for a professional look. For a semi-formal
gathering, pair the shirt with chinos or fitted jeans
and you are all set. 

A white shirt with blue jeans is a classic look you can-
not go wrong with. Worn with a pair of dress shoes, your
mandarin collar look will steal a lot of attention. And,
rolling up your sleeves towards the end of your party will
be an alpha move!
Courtesy: bewakoof.com
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DIFFERENT
OCCASIONS AND
SEASONS WARRANT
DIFFERENT TYPES OF
SHIRTS AND YOUR
FASHION GAME IS
ABOUT TO GO TO A
WHOLE NEW LEVEL 
AS YOU CRACK THIS
STYLE CODE

Flanel Shirt
Cool, casual, and chequered is a spiffy style statement.
The utility of flannel shirts makes them a closet compul-
sion. These types of shirts are used for layering and to
pack in some warmth. Woven from cotton or wool, these
shirts are extremely soft and comfortable to wear. Flan-
nels make for stylish shirt and t-shirt combinations.
These shirts are perfect for picnics, hangout sessions
with friends and family, or travel. You can also pair flan-
nels with denim for a classy look. The flannel radiates a
chill vibe and is best to wear in a non-formal setting. To
have a more lumberjack look, pair the flannel shirt with
ripped denim pants, boots and a hat.
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H
ave you often found
guests leaving your
home sooner than in-
tended after a visit? Do
you find it difficult to un-
wind and relax at home

despite conjuring up all the comforts you
desire? The answer might lie in your inte-
riors – the way you’ve set up your living
room without much thought.

Designing your living space may not be
the sole task of a professional interior de-
signer, it also require your very own inputs
in setting up what suits your lifestyle, what
makes you feel comfortable, and what
comes across as beckoning to guests.

Always choose comfort and utility
when assembling your living space. We
love comfy sofas and chairs that fit our
lifestyle. If you have kids and pets, your
choice in a sofa or chair is different from a
single retiree. Don’t be afraid to mix a new
item with old cherished ones. Create a
space that reflects you and your family.

Here are some of the most common
mistakes people make while furnishing
their living rooms:

Rug is too small
A great rug can make your living room
come alive. It grounds your furniture and,
in an open-plan space, defines the living
area. Measure your living room and the
main pieces of furniture in it before you
shop. Ideally, the rug you choose should
be big enough to allow the key pieces of
furniture to sit on top of it. If your living
room is not big enough to allow every-

thing to sit fully on your rug, choose a style
that is slightly wider than your sofa and al-
lows for the front legs of your sofa and any
smaller furniture pieces (such as side ta-
bles and stools) to sit on it.

Using matching
furniture
Buying a matched set of furni-
ture is one of the most
common living room de-
sign mistakes. Yes, it is
easy to fill the room
and not have to de-
cide on what goes
with what. If you
accept the chal-
lenge you can
mix pieces that
c o m p l e m e n t
each other. Just
use colour and
print to tie the look
together – that’s the
magic element.  Re-
member that mis-
matched sofas and chairs
are a modern look in design.
Since my taste is eclectic, that
really appeals to me.

Pushing all the furniture
against the wall
Instead of the wall, move your single or
pair of sofas into the middle of the living
room with a coffee table. Symmetry is
your friend here. Note that two chairs to-
gether create an impactful space with the

sofa as the visual anchor. This way you
can walk around the seating with space to
spare. Although having a sofa pushed up
against the wall may seem logical when
the room is small, having it in the middle
creates the illusion of space. 

Selecting a sofa too 
big or too small

Selecting a sofa that’s the
wrong scale for your living

room is the biggest blunder
people make. Best rule –

measure, measure,
measure. Measure up
your living room, the
other furniture in the
room, and the sofa
you have your eye on
before you buy. Al-
ways start with a floor
plan first to ensure

that the scale and pro-
portion of the piece

works in the space and
provides enough room to

move around with ease. If you
want a black sofa, remember it

can look visually larger than one in
a lighter colour.
Also, consider the style of sofa. In a

compact living room, a sofa on legs, with
narrow arms, gives the illusion of more
space. If you have a large room, you might
consider a more substantial sofa, such as
one with wide arms that sits close to the
ground. Use painter’s tape to mark off
where your selected sofa will sit before

you buy. And check if you have space to
walk around.

Following the latest
design trends
Try to create an ageless space that
doesn’t follow design trends or a specific
time period. It will be just as beautiful in
10 years as it was the first day. For a feel-
ing of luxury, include furniture with char-
acter and include some luxurious
materials like a touch of velvet. Mixing old
and new pieces makes a room more indi-
vidual and can reflect who you are.  Create
a statement with the arrangement and
colours.

It’s never a mistake to 
love your design
Choose quality furniture and accents that
you love. If you want to throw in one inex-
pensive ‘latest’ decoration, that’s okay.
Avoid going matchy-matchy with any
trend. You’ll be replacing them in a few
years. If a couch or chair resonates with
you, take it home. If your living room has
hardwood floors or stone tile flooring and
lots of glass surfaces, super plush seating
and rich materials like velvet soften the
feel and warms up the room. 

All in all, while avoiding trends or too
much of matching stuff, do not end up
with every piece standing on its own with
no connection with the rest of the stuff
around. Designs, colours, textures as well
as feels need to complement each other
to justify their existence together.
Inputs: comfortspringstation.com

THE LIVING ROOM IN MOST HOMES IS A BUSY PLACE - IT’S
USUALLY THE PLACE VISITORS SEE FIRST. UNFORTUNATELY,
IT’S TOO EASY TO MAKE DESIGN MISTAKES IN THIS SPECIAL
AREA AS GETTING A GOOD BALANCE OF LOOKS AND
FUNCTIONALITY CAN BE TRICKY. LET’S LOOK AT SOME OF
THE MOST COMMON STYLING ERRORS THAT PEOPLE 
MAKE AND WAYS TO AVOID THEM
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iPhone 16iPhone 16

Valid From 
Feb 9th - April 9th 2025

Barka  •Sohar  •Nizwa  •Sur  •Salalah 
Offer valid from (09/02/2025) till (09/04/2025). *The prices mentioned are for the entry level models only. **Free insurance (Oman only) and registration for 1st year are 
applicable for Coolray, Emgrand, Preface, Tugella and Okavango. $Manufacturer warranty of 7 Yrs/250,000 km (whichever comes earlier) is applicable for Coolray, 
Emgrand, Preface Tugella and Okavango. $Manufacturer warranty of 5 Yrs/150,000 km (whichever comes earlier) is applicable for GX3PRO. $$Free service 50,000kms / 30 
months (whichever comes earlier on Emgrand only). #Follow us on Facebook or Instagram and tag 2 friends for a chance to win an iPhone 16 Pro 128 GB! Winners will be 
chosen through an online raffle. This offer is exclusive to private vehicle purchases and does not apply to Fleet, Ministry, Taxi, Rental, company or any commercial 
purchases. Vehicles shown are for illustrative purposes. Accessories shown are not a part of the standard equipment. Specifications are subject to change without notice.

FREE INSURANCE**
1st Year

MANUFACTURER WARRANTY$

7 Yrs/250,000Km
(Whichever comes earlier, except GX3 PRO)

FREE SERVICE$$

50,000kms / 30 months
(Whichever comes earlier on Emgrand only)

FREE REGISTRATION**
1st Year

THIS RAMADAN, 
DRIVE IN 
STYLE WITH
GEELY CARS

4399
STARTING FROM

RO

https://www.geelyoman.com/offers/

