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August 27,  2023
10 Safar 1445 AH

SUNDAY

HIS MAJESTY SENDS GREETINGS 
TO PRESIDENT OF MOLDOVA

HIS MAJESTY GREETS
PRESIDENT OF URUGUAY

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations to 
President Maia Sandu of the Republic of 
Moldova on her country’s Independence 
Day anniversary. In his cable, His Majesty 
the Sultan expressed his sincere greetings 
and wishes to the president and her 
country’s people. ONA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haaithamaaamaam 
bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetiings 
to President Luis Alberto Lacalle PPou of 
the Oriental Republic of Uruguay on his 
country’s Independence Anniverssary.
In the cable, His Majesty the Sultaan 
expressed his heartfelt sentimentss and 
best wishes to President Luis and the 
people of Uruguay. -ONA

SALALAH FREE ZONE ATTRACTS 
OMR727 MILLION INVESTMENTS

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Salalah Free Zone 
has signed fi ve new usufruct 
(land lease) agreements with a 
total investment of OMR727 mil-
lion during the fi rst half of 2023.

The free zone, affi  liated to 
the Asyad Group, said that the 
cumulative agreements have 
reached 127 with a total value of 
OMR4.5 billion.

“The new agreements signed 
for projects in the fi rst half of 
this year include a factory for 
the production of washing pow-
der and detergents, another for 
manufacture of ferrous alloys and 
wrapping paper, and a factory for 
manufacturing textiles. Also, a 
project for plastic packaging for 
healthcare purposes, a urea and 
ammonia production project and 
a project to set up a centre for 
hosting data processing and cryp-
tocurrency mining,” Dr. Ali bin 
Muhammad Tabuk, CEO of the 

Salalah Free Zone Company, said.
He stressed the free zone’s

keenness to attract private in-
vestments in the technology 
sector and the digital economy.
Taking a step forward the free
zone in mid August opened a 
data hosting and cryptocur-
rency mining project. This
project is being executed by an
international company, Exa-
hertz, to build a huge block-
chain data centre. This new
project indicates the success

of the Salalah Free Zone in at-
tracting local and internation-
al investments and strength-
ening the technical sector in 
the Sultanate of Oman.

Dr. Tabuk explained that the 
Salalah Free Zone, with its mod-
ern facilities and logistical ca-
pabilities, supports investments 
in the third-generation Internet 
technology and the fourth indus-
trial revolution, to be a strong 
pillar for expanding computing 
capabilities in the Sultanate of 
Oman for blockchain technology.

This will open new horizons 
for innovation and growth of the 
digital economy in the country, 
taking advantage of its strategic 
location adjacent to the points of 
connection of international sub-
marine cables for data transmis-
sion, located in Salalah.

The CEO of the Salalah Free 
Zone Company pointed out that 
the free zone provides a highly 
effi  cient energy network that 
suits the needs of large-scale 
technical projects. >A5

The cumulative 

agreements have 

reached 127 with

a total value of 

OMR4.5 billion

More than 60,000 

teachers return to 

schools on Sunday

Times News Service

MUSCAT: More than 60,000
teachers will return to schools
in the Sultanate of Oman today 
as the 2023/2024 academic year
begins on Tuesday.

All the teaching staff , super-
visors, members of the edu-
cational and administrative
bodies, and support groups
will start their work in various
schools in preparation for re-
ceiving the students.

The number of teachers in
government schools this year
reached 60,840, with an Om-
anisation rate of 87.5 percent,
distributed over 1,270 schools
in the country.  The number of 
administrators and technicians
in government schools reached
11,509, of whom 4,587 were
males, and 6,922 females with
99.8 percent Omanisation rate.

The number of teachers in 
private education schools are 
284, with an Omanisation rate 
of (93.5 percent ), and the total 
number of administrators in 
special education schools stood 
at 65, with 85.4 percent  Omani-
sation rate.

Within the framework of the 
Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information 
Technology’s keenness to or-
ganise school transport activ-
ity, the ministry stressed the 
need for bus drivers to be fully 
prepared and adhere to security 
and safety requirements for the 
transportation of students.

The ministry has asked to reg-
ister buses on its transportation 
platform, in addition to adhering 
to the approved technical speci-
fi cations and ensuring the pro-
vision of safe and comfortable 
travel for students.
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WORLD
9 passengers killed in 

India train fire

2
Nine passengers travelling 
from the Indian state of 
Uttar Pradesh were killed 

and over 50 persons were injured 
after a fi re broke out inside a 
stationary train compartment
near the Madurai Railway 
Station on Saturday. >A6

SPORTS
National sailing squad 

of Oman decided

3
Three days of competition 
in Ras Al Hadd produced
many extraordinary 

performances as 30 young 
sailors, aged from 10-18 years
of age, from Oman Sail’s Sailing 
Schools raced in Optimist, ILCA 
4, and ILCA 6 classes for the 
chance to represent the nation in
upcoming regattas. >B6

OMAN
Oman aims to develop

hydrogen economy

1
Energy analysts have 
confi rmed that green 
hydrogen will contribute 

signifi cantly to mitigating the 
eff ects of global climate change 
and help in shift towards a 
sustainable green economy 
from fossil fuels that are used in 
heavy industries. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

Dr. Ali bin Muhammad Tabuk,

CEO, Salalah Free Zone Company
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Dhuhr.............................................12:14pm

Asr......................................................3:41pm

Maghrib........................................6:35pm

Isha...................................................7:48pm

Fajr (Tomorrow).................... 4:29am

Oman aspires to develop 
green hydrogen economy

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Energy analysts have
confi rmed that green hydrogen
will contribute signifi cantly to
mitigating the eff ects of global cli-
mate change and shift towards a 
sustainable green economy from
fossil fuels that are used in heavy 
industries. 

This will open up great potential
for industrial development, espe-
cially in countries that enjoy abun-
dant sources of renewable energy. 

Dr. Abdullah bin Suleiman Al
Abri, advisor and representative

of the Sultanate of Oman at the 
International Energy Agency, said: 
“The Sultanate of Oman aspires 
to develop a hydrogen economy. 
Therefore, an analytical study 
was conducted on the possibility 
of creating a local demand for hy-
drogen to support achieving zero 
neutrality in 2050 and revitalis-
ing local industries and economic 
competitiveness.”

The consultant and representa-
tive of the Sultanate of Oman at 
the International Energy Agency 
reviewed the detailed study to as-
sess the possibility of replacing 
natural gas used to provide heat for 
industrial processes and current 
raw materials, while taking advan-
tage of the existing industrial and 
export infrastructure in the Sul-

tanate of Oman, indicating that the 
study included the technical and 
economic aspects of fi ve industrial 
zones, which are Sohar, Muscat, 
Sur, Duqm and Salalah.

Expected revenues
He explained that the study in-
cluded technical evaluation, cost 
and expected revenues from sales 
of hydrogen, oxygen and natural 
gas, in addition to the fi nancial 
payback period and the expected 
impact in terms of reducing emis-
sions, the amount of natural gas 
saved and the land area required 
for solar energy fi elds. 

Mariya bint Zaher Al-Tubi, 
an industrial energy analyst, ex-
plained that this study was con-
ducted on the assumption that 

the life cycle of each project is 25 
years, and that production begins 
in early 2027.

She added: “The study showed 
that the total expected demand for 
hydrogen is 8,0846 tonnes per day. 
The highest demand was recorded 
in Sohar with a rate of 45 percent, 
followed by Duqm with 28 percent, 
then Salalah with 14 percent, Sur 
with 9 percent, and the lowest in 
Muscat with 4 percent.

Al-Taubi indicated that the 
expected demand for hydrogen 
comes to provide heat for high-
temperature industrial processes 
in various industries, includ-
ing cement, copper, aluminum, 
chemicals and petrochemicals, in
addition to being a clean energy 
carrier.

Shift to green

hydrogen will 

signifi cantly

contribute to

mitigating the eff ects

of global climate 

change and boost 

sustainable green 

economy

Cultivated area rises by 3.9% in 2022

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The total estimated
cultivated area in the Sultanate of 
Oman by the end of 2022 increased
by 3.9 percent to reach 276,000
acres, compared to 266,000 acres

by the end of 2021. The total ag-
ricultural production amounted 
to 3.501 million tonnes, according 
to preliminary statistics issued by 
the NCSI. 

Furthermore, statistics indicat-
ed that fodder crops accounted for 

42.5 percent of the cultivated lands 
with a total area of 117,298 acres 
and a production of 1,821,690 mil-
lion tonnes. 

This was followed by fruit crops 
with a rate of 29.4 percent, with a 
total area of 81,129 acres and a to-

tal production of 484,270 tonnes, 
then vegetables with a total area 
of 69,074 acres and a production 
of 1.137655 million tonnes. The to-
tal area cultivated with fi eld crops 
reached 8,408 acres, and prodcu-
tion of 57,711 tonnes.

N C S I

Applications for

‘Read for Young 

People’ competition

begins from today

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The Sultan Qaboos 
Higher Centre for Culture and 
Science at the Diwan of the Royal 
Court will start receiving appli-
cations for participation in the 
“Read for Young People” compe-
tition 2023 in its twelfth session 
from Sunday until October 19.

 The competition is one of the 
programmes of the cultural ini-
tiatives implemented by the cent-
er, believing in the importance of 
reading in human life, as it is the 
way to reach a knowledgeable so-
ciety that is conscious and enthu-
siastic about reading and reading. 

The competition aims to in-
culcate the concepts of reading 
among young people and urge 
them to go to libraries, consoli-
date the principles and values of 
good citizenship, spread the spir-
it of culture and national iden-
tity to enhance the values of good 
citizenship and the Omani iden-
tity among young people, develop 
their intellectual, linguistic and 
abilities to express, and provide 
participants with reading skills, 
and fi ll their free time with what 
is useful.

 In its twelfth edition, the com-
petition was divided into two lev-
els, and each level has a special 
mode to compete in, and the con-
testant must participate in one 
of the following two levels: The 
fi rst level in which the contestant 
reads 3 books on various topics 
(Omani personalities and fl ags, 
Islamic values and morals, cus-
toms Omani traditions, tourism 
in Oman, Omani civilization), or 
any other titles in the same fi elds, 
and are of the contestant’s choice, 
taking into account the controls 
and conditions included on the 
competition site. The contestant 
will write 3 summaries on the 
topic in a form designated for the 
competition, taking into account 
several criteria: Arabic grammar, 
language style and wording, clar-
ity of idea, writing and calligra-
phy quality. 

 As for the second level, it will 
be directed to the participants 
from grades seven to nine, dur-
ing which the contestant will 
read four books on various topics, 
such as: self-development and 

building, artifi cial intelligence, 
science fi ction, innovation, social 
media, the fourth industrial revo-
lution, or any other addresses in 
the same domains. The contest-
ant will write four summaries of 
the selected topics in a form des-
ignated for the competition, tak-
ing into account several criteria: 
Arabic grammar, style, linguistic 
formulation, clarity of idea, writ-
ing, and calligraphy quality. 

 This edition of the competition 
includes all the governorates of 
the Sultanate of Oman, distribut-
ed among 13 centres, namely: the 
Sultan Qaboos Mosque Library in 
Khasab in the Musandam Gover-
norate, the Sultan Qaboos Grand 
Mosque Library, the Public 
Knowledge Library in the Muscat 
Governorate, the Ibra Cultural 
Center in the North A’Sharqiyah 
Governorate, and the Sultan 
Mosque Library. Qaboos in Sur in 
Al Sharqiyah South Governorate, 
Fida Al Ahlia Library in Dhank in 
Al Dhahirah Governorate, Sultan 
Qaboos Mosque Library in Sala-
lah in Dhofar Governorate, Al 
Wasil Public Library in Rustaq 
in Al Batinah South Governorate, 
Sultan Qaboos Mosque Library in 
Sohar in Al Batinah North Gover-
norate, Sultan Qaboos Mosque 
Library in Nizwa, and Sultan Qa-
boos Mosque Library in Nizwa 
Al-Shumukh Fort in Al-Dakhili-
yah Governorate, the library of 
the Institute of Islamic Sciences 
in Al-Buraimi in Al-Buraimi Gov-
ernorate, and the General Direc-
torate of Education in Al-Wusta 
Governorate.

 It is worth noting that par-
ticipations can be sent via e-mail: 
RCY@DIWAN.GOV.OM, or de-
livered manually at one of the 
competition centres.

T W E L F T H  E D I T I O N
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Oman to set up
its first debate 
training academy

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Debate Centre
(ODC), in cooperation with the
Qatar Debate Centre (QDC), has
recently announced the setting 
up of the fi rst of its-kind acad-
emy in Oman known as Durba 
Academy.

The national-level academy 
aims to train qualifi ed Omani
debaters, and debate arbitrators,
to be certifi ed trainers in debat-
ing. The registration process of 
the academy has already begun
though the programme is expect-
ed to be launched by the end of the
year.

 More than 200 Omanis have
applied to join the academy so
far, but only 40 would be selected
according to a top offi  cial of the
ODC.

In her remarks to Times of 
Oman, Yaqeen Al Sinani, tech-
nical coordinator at the acad-
emy, said: “Oman Debate Cen-
tre received many applications

from different groups of the
community. These included lec-
turers, graduates, high school
students, and university stu-
dents, which reflect the eager-
ness the community has toward
debate activities.”

The 40 shortlisted candidates
will go through a selection test
to examine their knowledge in
debate and training. The top 20
candidates will then go through
an interview, the fi nal stage of the
selection with only 15 to be fi nally 
inducted in the academy.

Al Sinani said, “Oman Debate
Centre seeks to empower youth
in the fi eld of debating that will
make them more competent, con-
fi dent and critical thinkers.”

Zwinah Al Mazani, one of the
40 candidates, said, “I believe that

debate is an important fi eld for
personality shaping and critical
thinking. I want to spread debat-
ing culture with a wider range but
with a better knowledge of debate
so that I can better contribute to
other people’s knowledge”

The training at Durba Academy 
will last for two years. Al Sinani
said, “The selected 15 candidates
will receive intensive training for
two years. The training venues
will be in Oman for one year and
the remaining session will be held
abroad according to the training 
requirement.” 

The 15 candidates of the Durba 
Academy will include men and
women certifi ed trainers who will
be prepared then to join, enrich,
and support the Oman Debate
Centre.

The registration

process of the 

academy has already 

begun though 

the programme

is expected to be 

launched by the end

of the year

FIRST OF ITS-KIND ACADEMY: Zwinah Al Mazani, one of the 40 

candidates at the Oman Debate Centre. 

Music video brings 

spotlight on Oman’s 

tourist attractions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: He is an upcoming 
star who has set up a musical stu-
dio in the Sultanate of Oman. An
Indian expatriate, Cheru Kun-
nath Paijas, popularly known by 
his stage name, Faaxy, has been
making musical videos to high-
light the tourism potential of 
Oman.

The latest video, “You Are The
One” is another encouraging at-
tempt by Faaxy to promote Oman
with the musical clip already gar-
nering more than 100,000 views.

Faaxy has taken upon himself 
to promote his remarkable jour-
ney through Oman, his adopted
homeland and the latest musical
release on Vevo showcases stun-
ning visuals of Oman’s diverse
landscapes.

From the breathtaking back-
drop of Ad Dimaniyat Islands
to the soaring heights of Jebel
Shams mountain, the video has
made a good impression on his
fans and music lovers.

Speaking about the music vid-
eo, Faaxy recollected the shoot-
ing experience at Jebel Shams
as “exhilarating”, with his team
enduring cold temperatures to
capture the video.

Faaxy said: “When we did
the shoot at the Ad Dimaniyat
Islands, we had to face a lot of 

challenges. But the team showed 
determination as carrying the 
musical instruments to the island 
was a risky option on the boat.

“Following couple of attempts 
we managed to get it to the island 
and our director Monika Som-
mer was delighted with the end 
result.” The video and song has 
earned praise and interest world-
wide and is available on

Apple Music, YouTube, Spo-
tify, Deezer and Amazon Music. 
The offi  cial page of Faaxy www.
faaxy.com

Born in Kerala, Faaxy’s musi-
cal journey began early and he 
was introduced to hip-hop during 
high school, where he developed 
a deep passion for its sound and 
culture.

In 2013, Faaxy established his 
music studio in the Sultanate of 
Oman, a testament to his dedica-
tion to music and his love for the 
country where he was raised.

F A A X Y 
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Ministry issues licence for first 
private museum in Dhofar
MUSCAT: The Museum of Gen-
erations Continuity in the Wilayat
of Taqah is the fi rst private mu-
seum licenced by the Ministry of 
Heritage and Tourism in the Dho-
far Governorate.

The museum is located in the
old neighbourhood near Taqah
Ca and Al Askar Tower. It was in-
augurated in February 2023, and
it includes an “external square”
in addition to four main halls: the
“reception” hall, the “Umm Sa-
lem” hall, the Great Hall, and the
“Deirhom” hall for coins.

Salim bin Ahmed Al Omari,
the owner of the private muse-
um, said that he began collecting 
various archaeological holdings
in 1983, explaining that the mu-
seum promotes the preserva-
tion of authentic Omani herit-
age and implants it in the hearts
of young people.

Al Omari indicated that the mu-
seum’s outer yard contains a wall
of palm fronds with the cultiva-
tion of some local trees, models of 
windows and doors of old design,
the Ghanja ship, and some types
of fi shing nets and stones used in
construction in the past.

He explained that the “recep-
tion” hall in the museum embod-
ies the Bedouin environment, with
its tent woven from animal wool,
handicrafts, palm fronds, some
cooking tools, Bedouin clothing 
and musical instruments such as
the dargham and the rebab, as well
as a miniature cultural library, in
addition to some ancient fossil
holdings.

Al Omari explained that the
“Umm Salem” hall is for the late
craftswoman, Taful bint Rama-
dan, which includes antique col-
lections and tools that represent
the urban environment and what
the bedroom contains, and ancient
decorative and cooking tools. This
is in addition to wooden chests
and handicrafts related to the ur-
ban environment, such as the pal-
mette craft called “Al Qaff ’’.

The owner of the private muse-
um also pointed out that the Great
Hall includes two sections: a sec-
tion for men’s and women’s adorn-
ment in Dhofar, and the section
for the rural environment. He in-
dicated that the section for tradi-
tional costumes represents urban,
rural and Bedouin environments,
in addition to used adornments,
Omani daggers, silver industries
and incense.

Al Omari pointed out that the
section of the rural environ-
ment in the Great Hall embod-
ies a rural house consisting 

of wood, straw, ropes, kitchen 
utensils, rural clothing for men 
and women such as dyeing, Nile 
dress, leather industry, pottery, 
palm fronds, tools for extracting 
municipal ghee, which is locally 
called “Qatamim”, and a “cradle” 
bed for the child.

He added, “The hall of their 
monastery in the local dialect, 
meaning money, contains multi-
ple models of banknotes, coins, 
and commemorative coins cir-
culated in the past in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, in addition to 
highlighting pictures of the Sul-
tans of Oman and some models 
such as castles, forts, towers, and 
ships.”

Al Omari added that work is un-
derway to develop the museum by 
adding a new hall dealing with old 
traditional crafts in Dhofar, used 
in trade, carpentry, construction 
and agriculture.



A5

OMAN
S U N DAY,  AU G U S T  2 7,  2 0 2 3

Culture is the driving 
force behind growth

Times News Service

NEW DELHI: The Sultanate of 
Oman, represented by the Minis-
try of Culture, Sports and Youth, 
participated in the meeting of the 
Ministers of the Culture Working 
Group within the G20 meetings, 
being held in the Republic of India 
from August 24-27.

The meeting discussed a range 

of aspects related to cultural 
fi elds, including protecting and 
reclaiming cultural property, em-
ploying cultural heritage for a sus-
tainable future, benefi ting from 
digital technologies to promote 
and protect culture, and promot-
ing cultural and creative indus-
tries and the economy.

Sayyid Said bin Sultan Al Bu-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Culture, Sports and Youth 
for Culture, delivered a speech of 
the Sultanate of Oman in which 
he spoke about the importance of 
culture as a driving force for glob-
al development and prosperity. 

He said culture plays an im-
portant role in ensuring sustain-
able development and providing 

real value that goes beyond mere 
social and economic benefi ts, 
stressing the importance of sup-
porting human rights. and pride 
in cultural diversity.

He referred to the eff orts of the 
Sultanate of Oman to enhance its 
cultural identity and its contribu-
tion to the global cultural scene.

The vision of Oman 2040 has 
adopted, among its national pri-
orities, national identity, herit-
age and culture, and has adopted 
many policies represented by the 
cultural strategy, the most im-
portant of which are the promo-
tion of cultural identity, work on 
the sustainability of culture, the 
preservation and development of 
cultural knowledge, international 

cooperation and the preservation
of intangible heritage.

It is worth noting that the
Sultanate of Oman - in order to
activate its participation in the
meetings of the cultural group of 
the Group of Twenty - is also par-
ticipating in the Bihar Museum
Biennial 2023, which is a distin-
guished artistic event that brings
together the best artists from
around the world.

This year, the exhibition in-
cluded the participation of 20 art-
ists from around the world, where
the Omani plastic artist Abdul
Majeed Al Balushi participated
with his painting ‘The Gate’ us-
ing bright colours and exciting 
dynamic lines to show the artist’s
vision for a better and brighter fu-
ture for humanity.

Through his picture, he ex-
pressed the message of peace,
brotherhood and cohesion among 
the peoples of the world. the
world.

On the literary side, the Sultan-
ate of Oman participated in the
literary edition (Under One Sky),
which brings together selected
poems and texts from poets and
writers from all twenty partici-
pating countries, with the poem
“Letters on Love and Desolation”
by poet Dr. Hilal Al-Hajri. 

New Delhi meeting 

discussed a range

of aspects related 

to cultural fi elds,

including protecting

and reclaiming

cultural property, 

employing cultural

heritage for a 

sustainable future

Cold sea water to help save energy 

In addition to benefi ting from 
the mild climate in Dhofar Gov-
ernorate, the free zone has the 
possibility of using cold sea 
water within advanced cooling 
systems.

This contributes to reducing 
energy consumption and enhanc-
ing the effi  ciency of air condi-
tioning and ventilation systems, 
which is a key factor in ensuring 
the integrity of devices in large 
data centres.

He further stressed the im-
portance of this project and its 
strategic dimensions, explaining 

that this partnership with Exa-
hertz affi  rms the region’s com-
mitment to supporting the digi-
tal and knowledge economy in 
accordance with the objectives 
of Oman Vision 2040, besides 
promoting advanced technology 
sectors and stimulating private 
investment. 

This also includes major pro-
jects, due to the presence of an 
advanced infrastructure network 
in the region, and the integrated 
Asyad logistics system, in addi-
tion to other investment services 
and incentives.

The Salalah Free Zone, in co-
operation with the concerned 
authorities, aims to provide sup-
port facilities for the industrial
projects and to fi nd stimulating 
opportunities for various eco-
nomic sectors, in line with its
vision represented in building a 
long-term partnership with its 
customers by establishing a mod-
ern integrated infrastructure in a 
strategic geographical location, 
attractive incentives, a safe envi-
ronment and reliable services.

It is noteworthy that the Sala-
lah Free Zone is a leading centre 

for high-quality industrial and lo-
gistical activities.

It off ers many economic incen-
tives, advantages and facilities to
investors, the most important of 
which are tax exemptions, and the
right to full foreign ownership of 
investment projects, in addition
to enjoying a strategic location
adjacent to the port of Salalah
overlooking the path of the most
prominent global shipping lines,
where it has infrastructure and
equipment that places it among 
the elite commercial ports in the
world.

S A L A L A H  F R E E  Z O N E
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Oman team to take part in Taekwondo Championship

MUSCAT: The Omani taekwon-
do team will participate in the 
World Taekwondo Championship 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina from 
August 27 to September 3, 2023. 

The Ministry of  Culture, 
Sports and Youth, represented by 
the Omani Taekwondo Commit-
tee, will participate in the World 
Taekwondo Championship, 
which in Bosnia from August 27 
to September 3, 2023. The Omani 
team includes seven Omani play-
ers and coaches.

International competitions
Dr Talal bin Mohammed Al Bal-
ushi, head of the delegation, 
explained that the World Taek-
wondo Championship is one of 
the most important international 
competitions that work to refi ne 

the players’ skills and provide
them with the necessary exper-
tise and capabilities to be among 
the top world’s players. 

The coach of the national team, 

Waleed bin Yousef Al Balushi, 
confi rmed that the Omani players 
need to come into contact with in-
ternational experts and get used 
to the atmosphere of internation-

al tournaments.
 While Coach Mohammed bin

Sultan Al Mahrouqi indicated
that the Omani Taekwondo
Committee contributes ef-
fectively to creating a promis-
ing generation of players who
will undoubtedly contribute to
spreading the sport of taekwon-
do in the Sultanate.  

 Dr. Talal Al Balushi added that
the World Taekwondo Champi-
onship is held every two years,
and Oman participates in this
version with the rest of the world. 

This tournament is included in
the international calendar of the
Omani Taekwondo Committee
for the year 2023, which includes
a number of participations at
various local, regional and inter-
national levels. — ONA
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Ambassador of 

Oman to Seychelles 

presents credentials

DARUSSALAM: President 
Wavel Ramkalawanof the Repub-
lic of Seychelles received here 
on Thursday Ambassador Saud 
Hilal Al Shidhani, who presented 
his credentials as Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary Ambassa-
dor of the Sultanate of Oman to 
Seychelles.

During the meeting, the ambas-
sador conveyed His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik’s greetings 
and best wishes of continuous 
good health and wellbeing to Pres-
ident Wavel Ramkalawan. He also 

conveyed His Majesty’s wishes of 
further progress and prosperity to
the people of Seychelles.

President Wavel Ramkalawan
asked the ambassador to convey 
his greetings and best wishes to
His Majesty the Sultan and the
Omani people. He also expressed
his keenness to consolidate bi-
lateral relations between the two
countries.

Moreover, the meeting reviewed 
bilateral relations and means of 
enhancing them in all fi elds. 

— ONA

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S



A6

WORLD
S U N DAY,  AU G U S T  2 7,  2 0 2 3

EDITORIAL: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24813153, E-mail: editor@timesofoman.com

ADVERTISING: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24812624, E-mail: advertising@timesofoman.com

CIRCULATION: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24818270, E-mail: circulation@timesofoman.com

Founder: Essa bin Mohammed Al Zedjali

Chairman / Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali

Deputy Editor-in-Chief: Anees bin Essa Al Zedjali

Chief Executive Officer: Ahmed Essa Al Zedjali

Printed and published by: 

Muscat Media Group

Post Box: 770, 

Postal Code:  112

Assam sends fi rst air cargo shipment of fruits

NEW DELHI: Singapore High
Commissioner to India Simon
Wong on Saturday expressed his
delight and announced the fi rst air
cargo shipment of fruits from As-
sam to Singapore.

The shipment will initiate a di-
rect agro-export source from the
Northeast to Singapore.

Wong further thanked Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 

Sarma for this pioneer initiative.
Wong took to his social media 

‘X’ and said, “I am happy to an-
nounce the fi rst air cargo shipment 
of fruits from Assam to Singapore. 
This will establish a direct agro-
export source from the NE to Sin-
gapore. We thank Hon CM Him-
anta Biswa Sarma for this pioneer 
initiative. - HC Wong”

Assam Chief Minister Himanta 

Biswa Sarma’s offi  ce responded 
to the High Commissioners post 
on X with its own post which said 
“ Assam grown Pineapples, Kaji 
Lemons, Plums, Jackfruits and 
Starfruits, directly reached mar-
kets in Singapore from Guwahati 
under a new air cargo link to boost 
agri-exports.”

With a production of 338.98 
metric tons of Pineapple in 2020-

21, Assam produced 18.75% of total 
pineapple in India, ranking second 
in pineapple production. Assam 
also made a debut in pineapple ex-
port to Dubai in 2019.

Earlier today, India and Singa-
pore piloted the fi rst live paperless 
transaction using the Trade Trust 
platform, marking another mile-
stone in the digital connection 
between India and Singapore. — ANI

T O  S I N G A P O R E

SpaceX and NASA send
international crew to ISS

FLORIDA: NASA and SpaceX’s 
combined mission launched into 
space on Saturday with four astro-
nauts aboard the Dragon space-
craft en route to the International 
Space Station (ISS).

The quartet should arrive at the 
ISS sometime on Sunday, and will 
replace the four astronauts who 
have been on board the space sta-
tion since August.

Upon reaching orbit in the cap-
sule, NASA’s Jasmin Moghbeli ra-
dioed back to Earth: “We’re a unit-

ed team with a common mission.”

Marine pilot by trade
A Marine pilot by trade, Moghbeli
said her crew’s makeup illustrates
“what we can do when we work to-
gether in harmony.”

Alongside Moghbeli on the six-
month mission are the European
Space Agency’s (ESA) Andreas
Mogensen, who is from Denmark,
Satoshi Furukawa from Japan
and Russia’s Konstantin Borisov.

Normally NASA insists on two
or three members of the crew

coming from their own ranks, but 
due to scheduling issues the crew 
ended up being more mixed.

“To explore space, we need to do 
it together,” ESA Director General 
Josef Aschbacher said minutes 
before the predawn launch at the 
Kennedy Space Center, Florida. 
“Space is really global, and inter-
national cooperation is key.”

Moghbeli’s parents fl ed Iran 
amid the country’s revolution in 
1979. The 40-year-old was born 
in Germany before being raised 
on New York’s Long Island. She 

later joined the Marines and fl ew 
attack helicopters in Afghanistan.

“Belief in yourself is something 
really powerful,” she said ahead of 
the mission.

Borisov, like Moghbeli, will be 
making his maiden voyage into 
space, while Morgensen and Fu-
rukawa have both been to the ISS 
before.

One of the bonuses of being 
part of an international crew, the 
astronauts noted, is the food on 
off er, with the menu including a 
Persian stew, Japanese mackerel 

and Danish chocolate.

First-stage booster
SpaceX’s fi rst-stage booster re-
turned to Cape Canaveral several
minutes after liftoff , an extra treat
for the thousands of spectators
gathered in the early-morning 
darkness.

The launch had been put back
24 hours after concerns over the 
capsule’s life-support system.

Saturday’s launch is the eighth
to be carried out by SpaceX on 
NASA’s behalf. — DW

The quartet should
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sometime on
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At least nine dead as train 
coach catches fi re in India
MADURAI [India]: Nine pas-
sengers travelling from Uttar
Pradesh were killed and over 50
persons were injured after a fi re
broke out inside a stationary train
compartment near the Madurai
Railway Station in the early hours
of Saturday, offi  cials said.

An ex-gratia of Rs10 lakh has
been announced for the kin of the
deceased, Southern Railway an-
nounced today.

A “private party coach” was
attached at Nagercoil Junction
on August 25 by Train number
16730, the Punalur-Madurai Ex-
press, which began its journey 
from Lucknow on August 17 and
had arrived at Madurai at 3.47
am today. The “party coach” was
detached and kept at the Ma-
durai Stabling line where the fi re
broke out at 5.15 am, according to
a statement by Southern Railway.

According to the Southern
Railway, the fi re was triggered
by an “illegally smuggled gas
cylinder.”

“Today early morning at 5:30
am there was a fi re accident in
a coach which was halted at the
Madurai railway station...They 
were pilgrims and were travelling 
from Uttar Pradesh,” MS Sangee-
tha, Madurai District Collector
said.

“This morning when they tried
to make coff ee and tried to light
the gas stove, there was a cyl-
inder blast. A total of 55 people

have been rescued and as of now, 
we have retrieved nine bodies...
Rescue operation is underway...,” 
Madurai District Collector said.

B Guganesan, Chief Public Re-
lations Offi  cer, Southern Railway 
in an offi  cial statement said the 
fi re broke out at 5. 15 am in a pri-
vate party coach at the Madurai 
yard and fi re service which was 
informed arrived by 5.45 am and 

the blaze was put out by 7.15 am.
There was no damage to any 

other coaches.
According to the release by the

Railways, “the passengers in the
private party coach have illegally 
smuggled gas cylinder and this
caused the fi re. Many passengers
had got out of the coach on notic-
ing fi re. Some passengers had got
down at platform itself.” — ANI

M A D U R A I ,  I N D I A

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin 
has announced an ex-gratia 
of Rs3 lakh to the kin of those 
who lost their lives in the 
train accident in Madurai.

Taking to social media 
platform ‘X’ CM Stalin
wrote, “Deeply saddened
by the tragic incident near
Madurai Railway junc-
tion where nine precious
lives were lost in a train
fi re accident. My heartfelt 
condolences go out to the
families of the deceased. To 
support the aff ected families, 

an ex-gratia of Rs 3 lakh will
be provided.”

He further said that he has
given instructions to the Ma-
durai district collector Sang-
eetha and P Moorthy, Tamil
Nadu Minister of Com-
mercial Taxes, Registration 
Department to ensure that 
the injured receive the high-
est quality treatment at the 
Madurai Government Rajaji 
Hospital. “All measures will
be taken to transport the
mortal remains of the de-
ceased to their hometowns,” 
CM Stalin said. — ANI

Tamil Nadu CM announces 
ex-gratia amount of Rs3 lakh

Gabon heads 
to the polls

LIBREVILLE Voters in Gabon 
headed to the polls on Saturday for 
presidential, legislative, and local 
elections in which President Ali 
Bongo Ondimba, scion of a family 
that has ruled the central African 
country for over half a century, is 
seeking a third term.

The recently united opposition, 
however, hopes to foil Bongo’s bid 
for a third term and end his fam-
ily’s 55-year grip on power.

Voting stations opened early 
on Saturday morning with six of 
the main opposition parties hav-
ing backed main rival Albert Ondo 
Ossa in an eff ort to narrow the race 
to unseat Bongo.

Voting was supposed to get un-
derway at 8 a.m. local time (0700 
GMT), although several polling 
stations in the capital Libreville 
saw signifi cant delays, according 
to the news agency Reuters.

Social media posts suggested 
ballots had been cast on time in 
some areas, but others noted their 
polling stations were still closed 
long after 8 a.m.

Some 850,000 in the country are 
eligible to vote. Polls were set to 
close at 6 p.m.

The 64-year-old incumbent as-
sumed offi  ce in 2009 after he suc-
ceeded his father Omar, who him-
self had been in power for over 40 
years before his death.

The vote is a test of support for 
the current president. 

— DW
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British Museum director resigns over stolen antiquities
LONDON: British Museum direc-
tor Hartwig Fischer stepped down
on Friday after numerous artifacts
were stolen.

A number of items in the muse-
um’s collection were reported sto-
len two years ago, including gems
and jewellery from centuries ago.

“The responsibility for that fail-
ure must ultimately rest with the
director,” Fischer said. Fischer is
originally from Germany and was
the fi rst non-British head of the
museum in more than two centu-
ries. The outgoing director said
lapses in museum procedures al-
lowed the items to be taken.

“Over the last few days I have
been reviewing in detail the events
around the thefts from the Brit-

ish Museum and the investigation 
into them,” Fischer said.

“It is evident that the British 
Museum did not respond as com-
prehensively as it should have 
to the warnings in 2021, and to 
the problem that has now fully 

emerged.” The museum’s board of 
trustees, chaired by former British 
fi nance minister George Osborne, 
accepted Fischer’s resignation.

“I am clear about this: we are 
going to fi x what has gone wrong,” 
Osborne said.

According to the museum, the 
stolen items included gold, jewel-
lery and semi-precious gems dat-
ing from the 15th century B.C. to 
the 19th century A.D.

It previously said that the items 
were mostly “small pieces kept in a 
storeroom belonging to one of the 
museum’s collections.”

None of the items had been on 
public display recently, and they 
were kept mainly for academic and 
research purposes, it added.

London’s Metropolitan Police 
said on Thursday it had inter-
viewed a man in relation to the 
reported thefts, and the museum 
said it was taking legal action 
against the same individual. No ar-
rests have been made.

The British Museum is one of 
the most famous galleries in the 
world, but in recent years it has 
come under pressure to address 
the legacy of items that were ac-
quired during the British Empire.

Critics say some priceless arti-
facts in the museum’s were stolen 
from around the world.

These include some of the mu-
seum’s prized exhibits, the Parthe-
non Marbles from Greece and the 
Benin Bronzes from Nigeria. — DW

L E G A L  A C T I O N  T O  B E  T A K E N

UN warns of hunger, disease 
and displacement in Sudan

KHARTOUM: The fi ghting be-
tween Sudan’s military and its
paramilitary Rapid Support Forc-
es (RSF), which has gripped the
country since mid-April, threat-
ens to “consume” all of the coun-
try, the UN warned on Friday.

Under General Abdel-Fattah
Burhan and Mohammed Ham-
dan Dagalo’s RSF, the military has

been locked in a deadly fi ght for
power. Fighting has been primar-
ily centered around the capital,
Khartoum, and the confl ict-torn
Darfur region.

“This viral confl ict, and the
hunger, disease and displacement
left in its wake, now threatens to
consume the entire country,” said
the United Nations’ humanitarian
chief Martin Griffi  ths. He added

that the confl ict was “fueling a 
humanitarian emergency of epic
proportions.”

Thousands have died since the 
start of the war, with millions
more displacedwithin Sudan and
neighboring countries. The UN
estimates the number of those
displaced to be around 4.6 million.

Griffi  ths warned on Friday that 
some places in the country have

already run out of food.
“The longer the fi ghting con-

tinues, the more devastating its
impact,” he said. “Hundreds of 
thousands of children are severely 
malnourished and at imminent
risk of death if left untreated.”

He said that in Kadugli, South
Kordofan state, “food stocks have
been fully depleted, as clashes and
road blockages prevent aid work-

ers from reaching the hungry.”
UN’s World Health Organiza-

tion fi gures showed that over 42% 
of Sudan’s population, some 20.3 
million people, are facing acute 
food security.

The United States condemned
“pervasive” confl ict-related sexu-
al violence (CRSV) in Sudan, in a 
statement issued by the State De-
partment on Friday.

“The numerous reports of rape,
gang rape, and other forms of gen-
der-based violence against wom-
en and girls in West Darfur and 
other areas are deeply disturbing,” 
the statement read. “These acts of 
brutality contribute to an emerg-
ing pattern of targeted ethnic 
violence.”

The State Department attrib-
uted the reports of sexual vio-
lence to credible sources, includ-
ing victims, who blame the Rapid 
Support Forces and their allied 
militias.

— DW
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Number of
malnourished 
children rises

KABUL: The physicians in 
Badakhshan province of Afghani-
stan reported more than a hun-
dred malnourished children in the 
province’s hospital, raising fresh 
public concerns on public health, 
Khaama Press reported, adding 
that it points to a signifi cant surge 
in malnutrition cases among chil-
dren in Badakhshan.

According to the medical pro-
fessionals’ report, most of the 
cases feature severe acute malnu-
trition, often accompanied by vari-
ous disorders.

In Badakhshan’s provincial hos-
pital, the children’s treatment unit, 
which has 12 beds, usually attends 
to around 24-30 patients monthly, 
Khaama Press reported.

Mohammad Akbar, head of 
the provincial hospital’s chil-
dren’s treatment department in 
Badakhshan, said due to the grav-
ity of the medical condition of 
the children, their recovery takes 
two weeks.

— ANI

I N  A F G H A N I S T A N

Niger junta gives French 
envoy 48 hours to leave
NIAMEY: Niger’s military rulers 
on Friday ordered the French am-
bassador to leave the country in 
the next 48 hours, but said a letter 
calling for a similar order for the
US ambassador was fake.

A US State Department spokes-
person said “no such request has 
been made to the US govern-
ment,” Reuters news agency 
reported.

The spokersperson added that 
Niger’s Foreign Ministry told the 
US government that a widely-cir-
culated letter online, calling for 
the US ambassador to be expelled, 
was not released by it.

Reports earlier stated that Ni-
ger’s coup leaders had also asked
the ambassadors of Germany and 
Nigeria to leave the country in the
next 48 hours.

The AFP news agency reported 
that these reports were declared 
“unauthentic by authorities.”

The junta said the French am-
bassador had refused an invita-
tion to meet with Niger’s junta-
appointed foreign minister on 
Friday.

The Foreign Ministry said the 
actions of the French government
were “contrary to the interests of 

Niger.”
But France said Niger’s 

“putschists have no authority” to 
expel its ambassador in Niamey.

“The putschists do not have the 
authority to make this request, 
the ambassador’s approval com-
ing solely from the legitimate 
elected Nigerien authorities,” 
Paris said, adding: “We are con-
stantly evaluating the security 
and operating conditions of our 
embassy.”

Niger was key ally in fi ght 
against extremism in Sahel

Niger gained independence 
from France in 1960 and had been 
a key ally in Western campaigns 
against insurgents linked to al-
Qaida and the Islamic State group 
in the Sahel.

There are concerns that the 
coup could open the door to great-
er Russian infl uence there.

France and the US have around 
2,500 military personnel in the 
country who have been involved 
in training and conducting joint 
operations against Islamist 
insurgents.

But those security operations, 
as well as fi nancial aid from the 
countries, have been suspended 
following the coup.

The German Foreign Ministry 
earlier this month said it supports 
regional eff orts to resolve the cri-
sis in Niger, saying the aim was to 
restore constitutional order.

Berlin has called on the Euro-
pean Union to impose sanctions 
on coup leaders. — DW

M I L I T A R Y  R U L E R S
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‘Virat Kohli is perfect...’: AB 
de Villiers on India’s No. 4 

Chameera may miss Asia 
Cup, setback for Sri Lanka 

Cricketers to use Kashmir willow bats at ODI World Cup in India

NEW DELHI : Former South Af-
rica captain AB de Villiers has said
star batter Virat Kohli could be
the answer to India’s No.4 conun-
drum at the ICC World Cup as he
believes that the latter can change
gears and play to the circumstanc-
es, acting as the centre of the mid-
dle order.

Over the years, De Villiers and
Kohli have been close friends and
teammates while playing for the
Royal Challengers Bangalore. He
is aware that Kohli performs best
at No. 3, but he still wants the star
batter to step up if necessary.

Speaking on his YouTube chan-
nel ‘AB de Villiers 360’, Kohli’s
former IPL teammate said, “We’re
still talking about who will be the
No. 4 batter for India. I’ve heard
some rumours about Virat (Kohli)
possibly taking up that position. I
would be a big supporter of that.”

“I think Virat is perfect for No.
4. He can put the innings together,
play any kind of role in that middle
order. I don’t know if he would like
to do that. We know he loves his No.
3 position; he’s scored all his runs
there, but at the end of the day, if the

team needs you to do something, 
play a certain role, you have got to 
put your hand up and go for it,” for-
mer South Africa batter said.

India’s middle order has come 
into the spotlight yet again in the
lead-up to the Asia Cup and the
World Cup, with concerns around
the fi tness of Shreyas Iyer and KL
Rahul, who were named for the
upcoming marquee events despite
being short of match time.

Both had been out of cricketing 
action for a while due to injuries.

As India named their Asia Cup 
squad, captain Rohit Sharma em-
phasised the need for fl exibility in 
the batting order, adding that play-
ers should be prepared to bat at any 
position. The No. 4 spot, however, 
is most likely to go to Iyer, who is 
recovering from back surgery.

However, Kohli has had great 
success batting at that number in 
the past. At No. 4, Kohli has seven 
hundreds at a stellar average of 
55.21 and a similarly stellar strike 
rate of 90.66. -ANI

COLOMBO: In what could be 
a huge blow to Sri Lanka ahead 
of their Asia Cup 2023 matches, 
as they will be without their star 
bowler Dushmantha Chameera 
for the entirety of the Asia Cup, 
and seem doubtful to have all-
rounder Wanindu Hasaranga in 
their XI for the initial stage either, 
ESPNcricinfo reported.

Kusal Perera and Avishka Fer-
nando, who were most likely 
to be selected for the Asia Cup 
team, have tested positive for 
COVID-19 and are currently be-
ing monitored. Their acceptance 
is contingent on how quickly they 
recover.

While recuperating from an 
ankle operation, Chameera sus-
tained a shoulder injury during 
the most recent Lanka Premier 
League (LPL). Although he did 
not participate in any offi  cial 
games in the ODI World Cup 
qualifi er because of an injury sus-
tained during the tournament’s 
warm-ups, he last played an ODI 
on June 7 against Afghanistan, 
taking 4 for 63.

As per ESPNcricinfo, Cha-

meera is likely to be ruled out of 
the Asia Cup, though the board 
is waiting on further reports to 
confi rm this. Due to a thigh strain, 
Hasaranga missed the LPL fi nal. 
Hasaranga’s management be-
lieves that he won’t be ready for 
Sri Lanka’s games against Bangla-
desh and Afghanistan (in the Asia 
Cup group stage). Furthermore, 
Hasaranga’s availability will de-
pend on whether he can partici-
pate without running the risk of 
suff ering additional injuries if Sri 
Lanka advances past the group 
stage.

Hasaranga won’t play in top-

fl ight cricket again until after the 
World Cup because Sri Lanka 
wants him to be available for it. 
This is also true of Chameera, 
who, when healthy, is Sri Lanka’s 
preferred pace spearhead.

Fernando has not played an 
ODI since January, mostly due to 
injury while Perera has not played 
an ODI since 2021, due to both in-
jury and modest form.

Hasaranga’s return to fi rst-
class cricket will be cautious be-
cause Sri Lanka wants him to be 
available for the World Cup. This 
is also true of Chameera, Sri Lan-
ka’s go-to pace spearhead when 
healthy.

Hasaranga’s injury is a par-
ticularly severe setback to Sri 
Lanka’s chances of winning the 
Asia Cup. He topped the statistics 
for both runs scored and wickets 
taken throughout the LPL. While 
Chameera has frequently been 
replaced by Dilshan Madush-
anka, Kasun Rajitha, and Asitha 
Fernando, Sri Lanka has managed 
its attack without him, but they 
lack a tried-and-true Hasaranga 
substitute. -ANI

SRINAGAR: For the very fi rst 
time, cricket bats crafted from the 
renowned Kashmir willow are set 
to take centre stage at the upcom-
ing 50-over Cricket World Cup, 
scheduled for October in India.

According to reports, 17 inter-
national cricketers will be using 
Kashmir willow bats during the 
ODI World Cup in India has stirred 
excitement and pride among crick-
et enthusiasts and fans worldwide.

This development showcases 
the growing recognition and qual-
ity of these bats on the global stage, 
refl ecting the exceptional crafts-
manship and talent that Kashmir 
has to off er in the realm of cricket-
ing gear.

GR8 Sports, a bat manufac-
turing company located in the 
Sangam area of south Kashmir’s 

Anantnag district, will be supply-
ing these unique bats to teams like
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Af-
ghanistan, as confi rmed by Fawzal
Kabeer, the owner of GR8 Sports.

Players from the UAE, West
Indies, and Oman also wielded
these Kashmir willow bats during 
the World Cup qualifi ers held in
Zimbabwe.

Fawzal Kabeer, owner of GR8
Sports states that the demand
for Kashmir willow bats, an in-
dustry that directly or indirectly 
employs around 200,000 people,
surged in the global market fol-
lowing their use by international
cricket players from Oman and
the UAE in the T20 World Cups
held in the UAE and Australia in
2021 and 2022.

“The reputation of our crafted

bats soared even higher after
UAE’s Junaid Siddiqui, using one
of our bats, smashed the long-
est six of 109 meters during the
ICC T20 World Cup 2022 match
against Sri Lanka in Australia,”
Kabeer stated.

After a decade-long wait, GR8 
Sports, owned by Kabeer, became 
the fi rst and only brand from 
Jammu and Kashmir to earn In-
ternational Cricket Council (ICC) 
approval. This milestone was 
achieved on July 7, 2021.

Kabeer, a 31-year-old MBA 
graduate from the Islamic Uni-
versity of Science and Technology 
Awantipora in Kashmir, shared 
with Moneycontrol that he has 
meticulously adhered to all the 
ICC’s regulations. He also spoke of 
his skilled craftsmen whose dedi-
cation, expertise, and determina-
tion helped elevate Kashmir Wil-
low to a global stage.

Kabeer and his team are brim-
ming with excitement to witness 
the GR8 Sports bats being used in 
the cricket extravaganza hosted 
entirely in India for the fi rst time. 
“We’re hopeful that our bats will 
set new records. Our desire is for 
players using our bats to score 
abundant runs, hitting numerous 
sixes and fours in every match.”

Over the past two years, more 

than 185,000 cricket bats crafted 
in Kashmir have been exported to 
various cricket-playing nations. 
However, Kabeer’s ultimate as-
piration is to witness top-ranked 
players opting for these bats, genu-
inely showcasing the prowess of 
Kashmir-made cricketing gear.

“This achievement by GR8 
Sports is a matter of immense 
pride for our region. Seeing our 
homegrown Kashmir willow bats 
being used on the world stage is a 
dream come true,” said Ishfaq Ah-
mad, a local cricket enthusiast.

“As a cricket lover, it’s hearten-
ing to know that the quality of our 
Kashmir willow is gaining global 
recognition. This is a testament 
to the talent and craftsmanship of 
our people,” said a cricket coach of 
Srinagar. -ANI

I C C  W O R L D  C U P C O V I D  P O S I T I V E

5 0 - O V E R  C R I C K E T  W O R L D  C U P

NEW YORK : As Novak Djoko-
vic begins his chase for a fourth 
US Open title, the 23-time Grand 
Slam champion said World No. 
1 Carlos Alcaraz is bringing the 
best out of him as the 20-year-old 
Spaniard has been “pushing him to 
the limit.”

The pair faced off  in the Western 
and Southern Open fi nal on Sun-
day, and it took the Serbian three 
hours and 49 minutes to win—ex-
tending his record—his 39th ATP 
Masters 1000 crown. The hard-
court major US Open will run from 
August 28 to September 10.

“He’s always pushing me to the 
limit. I think I do to him pretty 
much the same thing. That’s why 
we produced a memorable fi nal. It 
was one of the best, most exciting, 
and most diffi  cult fi nals I was ever 

part of in best-of-three, no doubt, 
throughout my career,” Djokovic 
was quoted as saying by ATP.

“That’s why I fell on the ground 
after I won the match because it 
felt like winning a Grand Slam, 
to be honest. The amount of ex-
changes and rallies. It was physi-
cally so demanding and gruelling 
that I felt very exhausted for the 
next few days,” the 23-time major 
champion said.

Djokovic appeared to be having 
physical diffi  culty throughout the 
dramatic Cincinnati fi nal’s fi rst 
set tiebreaker and the opening 
moments of the second set. How-
ever, the 36-year-old accepted the 
challenge, saved a match point in 
the second-set tie-break, and then 
played his best tennis.

“I love competition. I think the 
more you fi nd yourself in those 
particular circumstances where 

you’re experiencing adversity on 
the court, where things are not 
maybe moving the right way for 
you in terms of the performance 
of that day, in terms of tennis, or 
mentally you’re not feeling your 
best, that’s normally the best 
possible opportunity for you to 
grow mentally from that, to learn 
something. Normally in the face 
of adversity is where you learn the 
most,” Djokovic said.

For the fi rst time since 2021, 
Djokovic is now back in New York. 
He won the fi rst three major tour-
naments that year, but he fell one 
match shy of becoming the fi rst 
person to win all four major tour-
naments in a calendar year since 
Rod Laver in 1969.

“The fi rst feeling that I have is 
excitement to come back because 
it is the biggest arena we have in 
our sport, the biggest stadium, and 

defi nitely the most fun, electric, 
exciting atmosphere out there in 
tennis, playing night session in 
Arthur Ashe, no doubt. I’m very 
excited that I’ll be able to play the 
opening night on Monday. Come 
back in front of probably the loud-
est fans in sport, tennis fans in 
sport,” Djokovic said.

“I’m just very, very [much] look-
ing forward to that. It’s been two 
years when I played last here and 
lost fi nals to Medvedev in ‘21, going 
for four Slams in a year. I haven’t 
performed well that day in terms 
of tennis. But what I felt from the 
crowd, that kind of connection and 
love and support that they gave 
me throughout entire match and 
also in the closing ceremony, was 
something that I carry still in my 
heart, and I still feel vibes from 
that night of the fi nals two years 
ago,” the Serbian added.  -ANI
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He’s always pushing 
me to limit: Djokovic

‘Just focused on 

showing my best

level, says Alcaraz 
NEW YORK: After a moment at
the US Open last year that saw 
him emerge as the newest talent 
in men’s tennis, World Number 
one Carlos Alcaraz admits that 
he is a “better player” now than 
he was a year ago and focusing on 
showing his best level.

The top seed and defending 
champion fi red a warning to the
rest of the fi eld ahead of his open-
ing match against Germany’s
Dominik Koepfer. The hard-
court major US Open will run
from August 28 to September 10.

“I feel that I’m more mature on
court. I feel that I’m a better play-
er than I was a year ago. I got my 
fi rst Grand Slam last year, but I
feel like I’m more mature and I’m
better,” Alcaraz said in his pre-
tournament press conference.

As defending champion, Al-
caraz is ready to deal with raised
expectations again.

“I try to do exactly the same
thing that I did last year, trying 
to practise the same way that I’m
going to play, and focus on that.
I’m not focusing on the defending 
champion, the points, whatever.
I’m just focused on showing my 
best level, trying to improve in
every practice, and let’s see how it
is going to be in the tournament,”
the Spaniard said.

Alcaraz is seeded to meet sixth
seed Jannik Sinner in the quar-
terfi nals in what would be a re-
match of their epic clash at last
year’s event.

Jimmy Butler, an NBA player,
is likely to support the Spaniard,
who is also in the same half of 
the draw as 2021 winner Daniil
Medvedev. Since they originally 
connected a year ago, Butler and
Alcaraz have been good friends.

“I started to know him one
year ago, to have a close relation-
ship that is pretty good. He’s a 
really huge fan of tennis. He try-
ing to play. I think it’s great for
tennis to have Jimmy coming to

tournaments and supporting us. 
It’s great. Talking about me hav-
ing him supporting me, a great 
athlete, NBA star, so it’s for me 
almost crazy to have a good rela-
tionship with someone like Jim-
my,” Alcaraz said.

Novak Djokovic lost to the 
Spaniard in the Wimbledon 
championship match, but the 
Serb exacted retribution last 
week in Cincinnati. And if Alcar-
az’s remarks are any indication, 
the Cincinnati championship 
game is still vivid in his mind.

Prior to the US Open, Alcaraz 
told the media that Novak Djoko-
vic’s mental toughness was his 
most treasured quality.

“Probably his mental rock. 
I going to say he never give up. 
I mean, tough, tough moment, 
probably he shows that he’s down 
and he’s going to lose, and he’s 
always given the chance to him-
self to keep playing and be able to 
win,” Alcaraz said. -ANI
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RENEWABLE ENERGY JOBS
Growing Southeast Asia’s solar 
photovoltaic (PV) cells, battery, and 
electric two-wheeler industries presents
an estimated $90-100 billion revenue
opportunity by 2030, with a potential 
6 million renewable energy jobs to be
created by 2050.

BOOSTING SME GROWTH 
Oman Arab Bank (OAB) has further
strengthened its support for the pivotal
role of Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (SMEs) in Oman with the 
announcement of Tumouhi

Muscat Stock Exchange 
continues to trade sideways

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani stock
market continued to see strong 
volatility this week but remained
in an uncertain direction, trading 
mostly sideways, according to an
industry analyst.

“The main index maintained the
same trend since the beginning of 
July after it recorded wider swings
and more pronounced directions
during the fi rst half of the year,”
said Daniel Takieddine, BDSwiss
CEO MENA.

Improving trading volumes
compared to the last few weeks
could help stir the main index

away from its current trend and 
toward a more consistent direc-
tion, he said.

Despite the volatility, the fi nan-
cial sector was able to remain in 
positive territory. “Banks could 
benefi t in the coming weeks if fi -
nancing costs remain stable, loan 
growth stays strong and the local 
economy supports a positive sen-
timent,” Daneil said.

Current global uncertainties 
could continue to impact the Oma-
ni stock market’s direction. Traders 
have been monitoring the develop-
ments in energy markets in par-
ticular in addition to the changing 
expectations regarding monetary 
policy in the US. “This week, atten-
tion was centred around the speech 
from Jerome Powell, the Federal 

Reserve’s president,” Daneil added.
Jerome Powell reiterated the 

Federal Reserve’s goal to pull infl a-
tion down to 2 percent and that the 
necessary measures would be put 
in place in this regard. The Federal 
Reserve could raise or leave interest 
rates elevated if required, impacting 
investors’ sentiment and potentially 
pressuring Oman’s economy.

Alternatively, sentiment was 
somewhat positive this week in 
the US stock market thanks to 
the optimistic expectations for AI 
growth. In this regard, Nvidia sur-
passed forecasts. The ensuing en-
thusiasm could spill over to other 
stock markets globally and could 
help fuel some risk appetite.

However, concerns about the 
state of the global economy re-
emerged after a series of economic 
data releases in the US and Europe 
in particular. Services and manu-
facturing activity levels contin-
ued to decline in major European 
economies with some deteriora-
tion as well as in the US.

Declining economic activity has 
also aff ected oil markets which 
have been retreating this week be-
fore recovering to a certain extent. 
“Oil markets’ performances could 
continue to see risks and volatility 
as traders’ concerns shift between 
demand and supply issues. A fall 
in crude prices could aff ect senti-
ment on the Omani stock market,” 
Daneil said.
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MUSCAT: The Muscat Stock 
Exchange (MSX) recorded last 
week the best trading value in 
eight weeks, benefi ting from in-
vestors’ interest in the shares of 
a number of leading companies 
and the increase in trading in 
the bond and sukuk market.

Last week’s trading jumped 
to OMR19.3 million, recording 
the best level of weekly trading 
since the week ending July 6, 
which witnessed transactions 
worth OMR21.6 million.

Trading volumes on the MSX 
returned to an increase during 
the past two weeks, with inves-
tors focusing on the shares of a 
number of leading companies 
in various sectors, to increase 
trading from OMR9.8 million 
in the week ending on August 
10 to OMR11.8 million in the 
following week, and continued 
its rise last week to OMR19.3 
million, an increase of about 
64 percent.

Last week also witnessed 
an increase in the number of 
deals executed which jumped 
above the 3,000 level for the 

fi rst time since last July 13. The 
number of executed deals last 
week reached 3,096 compared 
to 2,289, 1,598 and 1881 deals in 
the previous three weeks.

In last week’s trading, inves-
tors focused on the shares of 
Bank Muscat, Ooredoo, Oman-
tel, Bank Sohar International, 

Bank Nizwa, Abraaj Energy 
Services and Ominvest. 

In the bond and sukuk mar-
ket, Omvest Perpetual Bonds
2023 attracted investors to
witness transactions worth
OMR4.8 million, representing 
25 percent of the total trading 
value. - ONA

MSX records best trading value in 8 weeks

Credit Oman’s volume of insured 

sales up 5% to top OMR161 million
MUSCAT: Credit Oman’s volume
of insured sales for Omani exports
increased by 5 percent to more
than OMR161 million during the
fi rst half of this year compared to
OMR153 million in the same pe-
riod in 2022.

Sheikh Khalil bin Ahmed Al
Harthy, CEO of Credit Oman, said
that domestic sales within Oman
during the fi rst half of this year in-
creased by 8 percent to OMR64.51
million compared to OMR59.77
million during the same period
last year.

Insured sales of Omani exports
to the world witnessed a growth
of 3 percent to reach OMR96.67
million in the fi rst half of this year
compared to OMR93.63 during the
same period last year.

The petrochemicals and plastics
sector witnessed a growth in the
volume of insured sales for exports
by 161 percent to reach OMR6.84
million, the CEO of Credit Oman
said in a statement to ONA.

The domestic insured sales for
the same sector recorded a growth

of 546 percent valued at 6.72 mil-
lion compared to OMR1.41 million 
in the same period in 2022, indi-
cating that the materials related 
to this sector were polypropylene, 
which is used in plastic industries 
of all kinds, and urea, which is used 
in the manufacture of industrial 
fertilisers.

He further added that insured
sales in the mining sector rose by 

133 percent to OMR2.19 million
during the fi rst half of this year
compared to OMR940.15 million
during the same period in 2022. He
said that the products of this sec-
tor included calcium, gypsum and
metal. silicate, marble and others.

He pointed out that the cloth-
ing sector’s insured sales regis-
tered a decrease of 36 percent to 
OMR807,541 in the fi rst half of this 

year compared to the same period 
last year.

Value of insured sales in other 
sectors like food and consumer 
goods decreased by 5 percent, to 
OMR73.79 million in the fi rst half 
of 2023 compared to OMR76.83 in 
the same period last year.

The CEO of Credit Oman con-
fi rmed that this growth came as a 
result of the continuous eff orts to 
enhance Omani exports and local 
sales and stand with Omani manu-
facturers through the innovative 
services and insurance solutions 
provided by “Credit Oman” ac-
cording to their needs and sup-
port them to sell and enter new 
and promising markets around the 
world.

On the other hand, statistics is-
sued by the National Centre for 
Statistics and Information (NSCI) 
indicated that the value of foreign 
trade for non-oil products amount-
ed to about OMR2.73 billion at the 
end of May 2023, decreasing by 
11.7 percent compared to the same 
period last year. - ONA

O M A N I  E X P O R T S

Prepared to raise interest 
rates further if appropriate:
Federal Reserve Chair 

WASHINGTON:   Chair of the 
United States Federal Reserve, Je-
rome H Powell said that his central 
bank would continue its eff orts to 
combat high infl ation and that offi  -
cials are prepared to raise interest 
rates further if needed.

At the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Kansas City’s annual Jackson 
Hole conference in Wyoming, 
Powell addressing the “Structur-
al Shifts in the Global Economy” 
symposium provided an update 
on the central bank’s eff orts to 
combat high infl ation and out-
lined the outlook and uncertain-
ties that lie ahead.

He acknowledged the emer-
gence of high infl ation as a result 
of strong demand and pandemic-
related supply constraints.

“Although infl ation has moved 
down from its peak - a welcome 
development - it remains too 
high,” Powell said. “We are pre-
pared to raise rates further if 
appropriate, and intend to hold 
policy at a restrictive level until 
we are confi dent that infl ation is 
moving sustainably down toward 

our objective,”  he said.
He noted that the Federal Re-

serve had already raised policy 
rates signifi cantly over the past 
year, with the expectation that 
these moves would help slow the 
growth of aggregate demand, giv-
ing supply time to catch up. 

However, he emphasised that 
even though infl ation had started 
to come down from its peak, it re-
mained too high.

The key interest rate has been 
increased to a 22-year high by 
policymakers in an eff ort to limit 
growth and lower infl ation to 
their 2 per cent objective. Con-
sumer infl ation is currently 3.2
per cent, down from its peak of 
9.1 per cent last year.

Home sales have fallen as a 
result of mortgage rates rising 
beyond 7 per cent to their highest 
levels in two decades.

Powell discussed two key infl a-
tion metrics, headline Personal 
Consumption Expenditures 
(PCE) infl ation and core PCE in-
fl ation, which excludes food and 
energy prices. -ANI

T A C K L I N G  I N F L A T I O N

Tuna-Tekra mega-container terminal in India

NEW DELHI: DP World signed
a concession agreement with the
Deendayal Port Authority to de-
velop, operate and maintain a new
2.19 million TEU per annum me-
ga-container terminal at Kandla in
Gujarat on India’s western coast.

The concession agreement
was signed between S. K. Mehta,
Chairman of Deendayal Port Au-
thority and Rizwan Soomar, MD
and CEO, India Subcontinent,
Middle East and North Africa,
DP World. It was signed in the
presence of Sarbananda Sonowal,
Union Minister of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways, Sultan Ahmed
bin Sulayem, Group Chairman
and CEO of DP World, Shan-
tanu Thakur, Minister of State for
Ports, Shipping and Waterways, at
a ceremony in New Delhi.

The Deendayal Port Authority 
awarded the concession in Janu-
ary to develop the mega-container
terminal to Hindustan Infralog 
Private Limited -- a joint venture
between DP World and National
Investment and Infrastructure

Fund, India’s collaborative invest-
ment platform anchored by the 
Government of India. The conces-
sion is on a Build-Operate-Trans-
fer (BOT) basis for a period of 30 
years with the option to extend for 
another 20 years.

The project involves the construc-
tion of a mega-container terminal at 
Tuna-Tekra near the existing Deen-
dayal Port, at a cost of approximately 
$510 million through a Public Pri-
vate Partnership.

Once completed in 2027, the 
2.19 million TEU per year termi-
nal will have state of the art equip-
ment and a 1,100 m berth capable 
of handling next-generation ves-
sels carrying more than 18,000 
TEUs. As part of this concession 
agreement the berth can be fur-
ther extended to 1,375 m.

The terminal will connect to 
the hinterland through the net-
work of roads, highways, railways 
and Dedicated Freight Corridors, 

supporting the growing demand 
for logistics solutions from across 
Northern, Western and Central 
India, connecting businesses in 
the regions to global markets.

DP World currently operates 
fi ve container terminals in India – 
two in Mumbai, one each in Mun-
dra, Cochin and Chennai – with 
a combined capacity of approxi-
mately 6 million TEUs. With the 
addition of Tuna Tekra, DP World 
will have a combined capacity of 
8.19 million TEUs.

The project is part of the Na-
tional Infrastructure Pipeline and 
will complement initiatives of the 
Government of India, such as the 
PM Gati Shakti Master Plan and 
National Logistics Policy. The 
container terminal will be fully 
compliant with the green port 
guidelines ensuring sustainabil-
ity in port operations by adopting 
best practices of port environ-
ment management contributing 
towards the long-term sustaina-
bility goals set out by the Govern-
ment of India. -WAM
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OAB’s Tumouhi programme set 
to boost SME growth in Oman

g

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Arab Bank 
(OAB) has further strengthened 
its support for the pivotal role of 
Small and Medium-sized Enter-
prises (SMEs) in Oman with the 
announcement of Tumouhi. 

Launched under the patronage 
of Dr Nasser bin Rashid Al Mawali, 
Undersecretary at the Ministry of 
Economy, the programme is tar-
geted towards helping the nation’s 
SMEs thrive in a sector already en-

joying vibrant growth in the country.
Tumouhi customers will have

access to comprehensive solutions
and fi nancial services, including a 
suite of off ers and discounts with
various strategic partners across
telecommunications, legal, trans-
port, accounting and cybersecu-
rity industries. It will also unlock
a range of exclusive benefi ts to
create a comprehensive ecosys-
tem for SMEs, with waived fees for
online banking and chequebooks,
competitive rates on car loans and

POS machines as well as a compli-
mentary Advantage Debit Card for 
business owners.

Workshops
In addition, through tie-ups with 
subject matter experts and spe-
cialists, the SMEs will benefi t 
from a variety of free workshops 
on how to run a successful enter-
prise. Topics include fi nancial lit-
eracy, entrepreneurship training, 
governance and compliance and 

business communications. 
Sulaiman Al Hinai, General 

Manager of Wholesale Banking 
Group at Oman Arab Bank, said: 
“SMEs are the lifeblood of any 
healthy economy and they have 
long been a priority in OAB’s op-
erations across the Sultanate of 
Oman. With Tumouhi, OAB aims 
to further support SME growth by 
streamlining their experience and 
establishing a strong reputation 
as a pivotal partner thanks to the 

suite of benefi ts available. SMEs 
represent a crucial component on 
our road towards realising the bold 
blueprint of Oman’s Vision 2040, 
which gives even more importance 
to this initiative as a vital develop-
ment on this journey.”

He added, “Tumouhi is it is a 
testament to our dedication to 
nurturing and cultivating the ad-
vancement of SMEs.”

In addition, strategic and key 
partners have also come on board 

to provide services and products 
for SMEs to foster their growth 
and facilitate their business op-
erations. These include Oman 
Academy for SMEs, Omantel, Na-
tional Life and General Insurance, 
Talal Abu Ghazaleh Global, Asia 
Solutions, Corwe Oman, Dalili, 
Global College of Engineering and 
Technology, Hamdan Al-Sadi Law 
Firm, Rajab Al Kathiri & Partners 
Law Firm, OSOS and Tatweer Cy-
ber Security.

Tumouhi customers will have access to 

comprehensive solutions and fi nancial 

services, including a suite of off ers and 

discounts with various strategic partners

across telecommunications, legal, transport,

accounting and cybersecurity industries

Goods barometer signals upturn in 

trade backed by strong auto demand 
GENEVA: Global goods trade 
showed signs of a turnaround in 
the second quarter of 2023, driven 
by strong automobile production 
and sales, but further upward mo-
mentum in Q3 and beyond may be 
limited as long as export orders re-
main weak, according to the latest 
WTO Goods Trade Barometer.

The current reading of 99.1 for 
the barometer index is up from the 
previous reading of 95.6 from last 
May and close to the baseline val-
ue of 100. This suggests that mer-
chandise trade volume turned up 
in Q2 after two quarters of decline 
but remains slightly below trend. 
Sustained recovery in Q3 and be-
yond is less than certain as long 
as the barometer’s export orders 
component (based on purchasing 
managers’ indices) remains weak.

The Goods Trade Barometer is 
a composite leading indicator for 
world trade, providing real-time 
information on the trajectory of 
merchandise trade relative to recent 
trends. Barometer values greater 
than 100 are associated with above-
trend trade volumes while barome-
ter values less than 100 suggest that 
goods trade has either fallen below 
trend or will do so in the near future.

The volume of merchandise
trade was down 1.0 percent year-
on-year and 0.3 percent quarter-
on-quarter in the fi rst quarter of 
2023, extending a downturn that
began in the fourth quarter of 2022.
Several factors contributed to the
slump, including high food and en-
ergy prices, and tighter monetary 
policies aimed at fi ghting infl ation
in advanced economies.

Global import demand remains
weak, weighed down by sluggish
economic growth in leading econ-
omies, including the European

Union and China. The current
results are slightly weaker than
WTO’s most recent trade forecast
issued on 5th April, which pro-
jected 1.7 percent growth in mer-
chandise trade in 2023. However,
the target is still attainable if trade
growth picks up in the second half 
of the year as expected.

Most of the barometer’s com-
ponent indices were slightly be-
low trend in their latest readings.
These include the export orders in-
dex (97.6), the container shipping 
index (99.5), the air freight index

(97.5), and the raw materials index
(99.2). The main exceptions were
the automotive products index
(110.8), which has climbed fi rmly 
above trend, and the electronic
components index (91.5), which
has fallen below trend. Surging ex-
ports of automotive products have
contributed to stronger-than-ex-
pected GDP growth in Japan in the
fi rst half of 2023. Vehicle exports
have also been a rare source of 
strength for the Chinese economy,
which has struggled to gain mo-
mentum in recent months. -WAM

G L O B A L  G O O D S  T R A D E

can generate $90-100 billion in revenue by 2030

JAKARTA: Growing Southeast
Asia’s solar photovoltaic (PV)
cells, battery, and electric two-
wheeler industries presents an
estimated $90-100 billion revenue
opportunity by 2030, with a po-
tential 6 million renewable energy 
jobs to be created by 2050, accord-
ing to new research released on the
sidelines of the ASEAN Finance
Ministers and Central Bank Gov-
ernors Meeting by the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB), Bloomb-
erg Philanthropies, ClimateWorks
Foundation, and Sustainable En-
ergy for All (SEforALL).

The new report, Renewable
Energy Manufacturing: Opportu-
nities for Southeast Asia, warns
that the Southeast Asian region
could lose up to 30 percent of its
gross domestic product by 2050
due to increases in global tem-
perature and extreme weather
events, but bolstering the region’s
renewable energy manufacturing 
capacity would position South-
east Asian countries to create
new jobs and meet growing en-
ergy demand while drastically 
reducing emissions.

The report explores how to sup-
port the development of the clean
energy manufacturing sector in
Southeast Asia and help coun-
tries reap its immense economic
potential while mitigating the
impacts of climate change. Seiz-
ing this opportunity depends on
government policy measures spe-
cifi c to each country in the region,
including stimulating domestic

renewable energy demand, ensur-
ing cost competitiveness, improv-
ing the ease of doing business, and 
improving access to export mar-
kets. Collaboration at the regional 
level is also essential to provide 
further support through the deep-
ening of intraregional trade.

The report identifi es potential 
ambition and outcomes for South-
east Asia to achieve the following:

Grow solar PV manufacturing 
capacity in modules from 70 GW 
to 125–150 GW by 2030.

Develop a regional battery man-
ufacturing value chain, increasing 
national and regional demand, and 
establish Southeast Asia as a re-
gional and global export hub, pro-
ducing 140–180 gigawatt-hours 
(GWh) of battery cells by 2030.

Expand assembly capacity for 

electric two-wheelers (E2W) 
in Southeast Asia from 1.4 to 1.6 
million units annually to approxi-
mately 4 million units by 2030.

“This research shows the prom-
ise of renewable energy manufac-
turing—with policy, technical, and 
fi nancing support—in helping the 
region’s developing countries to 
transition away from coal-based 
energy, while lowering carbon 
emissions, expanding local in-
dustrial capabilities, spurring job 
creation, and driving long-term 
economic growth,’’ said ADB Sec-
tors Group Director General and 
Group Chief Ramesh Subrama-
niam. of its gross domestic prod-
uct by 2050 due to increases in 
global temperature and extreme 
weather events, but bolstering the 
region’s renewable energy manu-

facturing capacity would position 
Southeast Asian countries to cre-
ate new jobs and meet growing 
energy demand while drastically 
reducing emissions.

The report explores how to sup-
port the development of the clean 
energy manufacturing sector in 
Southeast Asia and help coun-
tries reap its immense economic 
potential while mitigating the 
impacts of climate change. Seiz-
ing this opportunity depends on 
government policy measures spe-
cifi c to each country in the region, 
including stimulating domestic 
renewable energy demand, ensur-
ing cost competitiveness, improv-
ing the ease of doing business, and 
improving access to export mar-
kets. Collaboration at the regional 
level is also essential to provide 
further support through the deep-
ening of intraregional trade.

The report identifi es potential
ambition and outcomes for South-
east Asia to achieve the following:

Grow solar PV manufacturing 
capacity in modules from 70 GW 
to 125–150 GW by 2030.

Develop a regional battery man-
ufacturing value chain, increasing 
national and regional demand, and 
establish Southeast Asia as a re-
gional and global export hub, pro-
ducing 140–180 gigawatt-hours 
(GWh) of battery cells by 2030.

Expand assembly capacity for
electric two-wheelers in South-
east Asia from 1.4 to 1.6 million 
units annually to approximately 4 
million units by 2030. -WAM

N E W  R E S E A R C H

Chinese modernisation to

provide new opportunities 

for ASEAN countries

BEIJING: China is promoting 
Chinese modernisation with 
high-quality development, which 
will bring new opportunities for 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) coun-
tries, an offi  cial said.

Vice Minister of Commerce Li 
Fei told a press conference that 
China and ASEAN have upgrad-
ed economic and trade coopera-
tion in recent years and achieved 
fruitful results.

“As the dividends from the Re-
gional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) continue to 
emerge, the construction of the 
China-ASEAN Free Trade Area 
(FTA) is forging ahead, which 
will cement the roles of China 
and ASEAN as each other’s larg-
est trading partner,” Li said.

In 2022, the bilateral trade 
increased 11.2 percent year on 
year to $975.3 billion, up signifi -
cantly from 443.6 billion dollars 
a decade ago. By July this year, 
two-way investments topped 380 
billion dollars, with an increasing 
number of Chinese-funded com-
panies and jointly-developed in-
novation parks.

Li said the two sides are active-

ly pushing forward the negotia-
tion of version 3.0 of the China-
ASEAN FTA to promote a higher 
level of opening up.

In the latest eff orts to deepen 
cooperation, the 20th China-
ASEAN Expo will be held from 
Sept. 16 to 19 in Nanning, capital 
of south China’s Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region.

As of now, nearly 1,700 enter-
prises, including many Global 
Fortune 500 companies, and del-
egations from over 40 countries 
and regions, will participate in 
the event. In the period, more 
than 70 economic and trade pro-
motion activities will be held to 
strengthen cooperation. -Xinhua
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The superstar has conquered the in-
dustry with his charisma, dynamic 
screen presence, body, acting, at-
titude, and line delivery, which has 
helped to build his enormous and 

devoted fan base.
After dominating movie theatres and tel-

evision sets, the celebrity dominated the OTT 
Platform with his inaugural programme, Big-
gBoss OTT. With programmes like ‘Dus Ka 
Dum’ and ‘Bigg Boss,’ the Superstar has im-
pressed his fans.

Salman has also had success as a produc-
er. He founded ‘Salman Khan Films’ in 2011 
with the release of ‘Chillar Party,’ which 
was followed by ‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan,’ which 
not only dominated the box office but also 
earned multiple accolades.

The offi  cial page of ‘Salman Khan Films’ 
shared a post on Instagram to celebrate the 
superstar’s amazing journey on Saturday. Tak-
ing to their Instagram account, the production 
house captioned, “35 years of Salman Khan’s 
romance with cinema, a journey fi lled with ac-
tion and a legacy that will go on. #35YearsOf-
SalmanKhanReign @beingsalmankhan”

Salman fans even went berserk and 
trended #35YearsOfSalmanKhan-
Reign on social media on Friday
Meanwhile, Salman will be next seen in his 
much-awaited action thriller fi lm ‘Tiger 3’.

‘Tiger 3’, the third part of the Tiger franchise, 
is directed by Maneesh Sharma. The fi lm will be 
released in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu this Diwali. 
The upcoming action stars Emraan Hashmi as 
the antagonist. Katrina is also a part of the fi lm.

Tiger 3, which is part of the fabled YRF Spy 
Universe, has roped in Hollywood action direc-
tor Mark Scizak. Mark has previously worked 
with Christopher Nolan in visual spectacles 
like Dunkirk and The Dark Knight Rises!

As per the source, “If you look at the line-up of 
action directors in Tiger 3, you will realise that 
producer Aditya Chopra and director Maneesh 
Sharma mean business. They want to give au-
diences a pulsating action spectacle as the best 
of the best names from Hollywood are now part 
of this fi lm. Mark Scizak, who has previously 
worked with Christopher Nolan, is part of this 
fi lm too! The scale of this fi lm will be epic!”

It has also been reported that Hollywood ac-
tion coordinator Chris Barnes, who has worked 
on Marvel’s historic hit, Avengers: Endgame, is 
also part of ‘Tiger 3’.

Reportedly, Shah Rukh Khan has a cameo 
in the film. The official announcement is 
awaited. -ANI
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Sterling’s brace helps

Mauricio get fi rst win

London: A brace by Raheem 
Sterling helped Mauricio Pochet-
tino clinch his fi rst victory as
Chelsea defeated Luton 3-0 in an
away outing at Stamford Bridge
on Friday. 

After a draw and loss started 
his Premier League campaign
on a forgettable note, Mauricio 
secured his fi rst competitive win
of the club since his appointment
and Sterling continued his fi ne
form at the start of the season.
Chelsea was also struggling with
the problem of integrating a fl ux
of summer recruits. 

A defeat to Luton, who last won 
in the league at Stamford Bridge
in 1986 and are yet to score a 
point in their debut Premier
League season would have added
more to the negative noise sur-
rounding Mauricio’s tenure, with
the club having splurged over 350
million pounds on new signings
this summer.

Mauricio had warned The 
Blues that Luton would get the
better of them if they failed to
match the hunger and desire to
win of Rob Edwards’ newly-pro-
moted side.

Chelsea opened the scoring in 
the 17th minute, with Sterling 

picking up the ball from the right-
hand side before driving through 
the Luton defence and delivering 
a superb fi nish. His goal was his 
third attempt made in the fi rst 20 
minutes or so,

Chelsea went into the second 
half with a slender 1-0 lead. They 
could have doubled their lead in
the early stage of the second half 
as Ben Chilwell found a hole in
Luton’s defence and tried to pass
to Sterling, but could not make
much of this opportunity. 

The hosts doubled their lead 
with Sterling in action again, in
the 68th minute. He got on the
end of a perfect cross from Malo
Gusto and stroked the ball right
into the nets. In the 75th minute,
Nicolas Jackson added more to
Luton’s miseries, lurking at the
back post and getting on the end
of Sterling’s cross and tapping in
his fi rst goal for the club. 

Following the match, Chelsea 
boss Mauricio said as quoted by 
Sky Sports, “I am really pleased.
It was a solid performance. I am
happy because the fi rst victory is
always very important, to provide
the team with the confi dence and
trust in the way we are doing 
things.” -ANI

P R E M I E R  L E A G U E

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Table Ten-
nis Association (OTTA) has signed 
a strategic partnership with ITTF, 
the world Table Tennis governing 
body. The signing agreement func-
tion took place recently as a side-
line of the 2023 ITTF Annual Gen-
eral Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand. 
The ITTF quick pathway program 
agreement was signed by Abdul-
lah bin Mohammed Bamakhalef, 
OTTA Chairman, representing 
Oman side while Polona Cehovin 
Susin, ITTF Development Direc-
tor, signed on behalf of ITTF. The 
signing function attended by Sa-
jad Mohamed Baqir, Vice chair-
man of OTTA, and representa-
tives of ITTF development team 
members.  

The three years agreement will 
enable OTTA to manage and devel-
op the athletes. Also, the deal will 
help on technical improvement on 
the coach education and Match of-
fi cials’ education. Beside that the 
agreement will support the Events 
related education (Competition 
management) and assist OTTA to 
implement the best practices in 
the Media and marketing and do 
proper promotion and populariza-
tion of table tennis/Sport for all.

The “Quick Pathway” is a unique 
program provided by ITTF for a 
long-term table tennis develop-
ment experience tailored to Mem-
ber Association’s needs and reali-
ties. It provides signifi cant support 
in terms of fi nancial, material and 
human resources to the selected 
Member Associations in order to 
meet their greatest needs in the 
various areas of development and 
achieve sustainable growth of our 
sport within the Member Associa-
tion and in general.

The signed agreement meant, 
OTTA will receive funding sup-
port from ITTF during the over 
the 3-year period of the program 
and will be based on the selected 

KPIs and key activities presented. 
The fi nancing of the program will 
be based on the achievable KPI’s 
through diff erent activities includ-
ed in the program on annual basis. 

The sponsored program by the 
ITTF, will support OTTA to take 
a giant leap towards providing a 
strategic plans for development of 
Oman national Table Tennis. The 

program will provide a crucial im-
pact on the national teams as they 
will get a comprehensive develop-
ment plans beside the supervision 
from the expert represented by the 

Technical Director and helping the 
clubs to have a perfect structure 
for table tennis sport. Moreover, 
the agreement will be a great base 
for “Talent identifi cation & Youth 
Development Program” and OTTA 
will get a detailed Educational 
Plans for the diff erent relative hu-
man resources in the association. 

 Abdullah bin Mohammed Bam-
akhalef, OTTA Chairman, thanked 
ITTF for selecting OTTA to be 
part of this programme. “We are 
very pleased with this agreement 
and special thanks for the ITTF of-
fi cials and representatives for con-
sidering OTTA to get the desired 
benefi ts from this programme. 
Defi nitely, this agreement will 
move OTTA to a diff erent level in 
terms of the national teams, devel-
opment of human resources, im-
provement of the domestic com-
petitions and many others targets,” 
he added. 

“I am confi dent everyone in 

Oman Table Tennis family will
impact positively from this agree-
ment as it will contribute to
achieving the required devel-
opment for national teams and
fi nding the required talents and
competencies, noting that the
federation will work with all par-
ties represented by the Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Youth, as
well as the concerned associations
namely Oman Schools Sports As-
sociation (OSSA) as well as local
clubs in achieving all the goals re-
lated to this agreement. I am look-
ing forward towards the desired
outputs of this program which will
contribute to forming strong na-
tional teams, the implementation
of high standards local events and
competitions and presence of Om-
ani qualifi ed TT representatives
at the  international levels events
including the umpires, competi-
tion offi  cials, players, coaches and
others,” he ended

Bamakahelf: The

agreement will help 

OTTA to take a giant 

leap in developing

local TT  

Oman table tennis partnership with 
ITTF to develop game in the country

Next generation of Oman’s national 
sailing squad decided at Ras Al Hadd
MUSCAT: Three days of compe-
tition in Ras Al Hadd produced
many extraordinary performances
as 30 young sailors, aged from 10-
18 years of age, from Oman Sail’s
Sailing Schools raced in Optimist,
ILCA 4, and ILCA 6 classes for the
chance to represent the nation in
upcoming regattas, both at home
and internationally.

After nine races in each event,
the top three sailors in each class
were determined and the top
ranked sailors will now take the
next step in their journey on the
water. A separate competition was
held for girls and sailors under the
age of 10 in the Optimist class.

In the Optimist overall rank-
ings, Firas Haitham Al Nabhani
notched four wins and always fi n-
ished within the top three of each
race to take fi rst place ahead of 
Tamim Sulaiman Al Balushi who
also scored four wins but fi nished
just three points behind. Abdul
Rahman Khalid Al Hadi fi nished
in the top three in fi ve of the nine
races to secure third place.

The Optimist Girls race was
won by Tarteel Zaid Al Hasani af-
ter six successive race victories.

She fi nished four points ahead
of Hadeel Yusof Al Meshafri. In
the Under-10 category, Habib Ab-
dul Aziz Al Hasini won seven of 
the nine races to claim victory by 
fi ve points over Harib Mohsin Al
Busaidi. Both competitors showed
excellent sailing skills at such a 
young age and will be considered
ones to watch in the coming years.

The ILCA 4 fl eet, the largest of 
the competition featuring 14 sail-
ors, was won by Hatem Mohsin
Khamis Al Araimi with six wins
and an eight point lead over Elyas

Bader Mohammed Al Adawi in 
second and Faisal Hamed Mo-
hammed Al Adawi a further three 
points back. Between the three 
sailors they scored eight wins, 
seven second places and three 
third places, which underlined the 
quality of sailing on show. Visit-
ing sailor Sultan Khalid Al Owais 
from the United Arab Emirates 
took a narrow victory in the ILCA 
6 class, just one point ahead of Al 
Salim Ali Salim Al Hamdani after 
trading wins throughout. Al Owais 
fi nished with fi ve victories to Al 
Hamdani’s four. Salah Maqbol Al 

Mabsali fi nished third.
The medallists received their

prizes at the closing ceremony,
held at Ras Al Hadd Castle. Dr
Hashil Bin Obaid Al Mahrouqi,
CEO of OMRAN Group, was the
guest of honour.

Dr Khamis Al Jabri, CEO of 
Oman Sail, said, “The skill on show
over the past three days was in-
credibly impressive for such young 
sailors. We have high hopes for the
future of sailing in Oman, and the
young team will play an integral
part in achieving our goals and
realising our ambitions as part of 

a national program to develop the 
sport. Oman Sail will now work 
closely with the athletes to prepare 
them for upcoming races as they 
join our Performance Pathway 
and represent our nation proudly 
around the world.”

The sailors have been selected 
from Oman Sail’s Sailing Schools 
at Al Mouj Muscat, Barceló Mus-
sanah Resort and Sur. Five sail-
ors from the Al-Hamriyah Sailing 
Team in the United Arab Emirates 
were also invited to compete as 
part of their own preparations for 
the upcoming season. Optimist, 
ILCA 4, ILCA 6 and ILCA 7 sailors 
had been based in Ras Al Hadd for a 
summer-long training camp where 
they had been taking part in daily 
fi tness sessions with Oman Sail 
coaches and completing courses 
on nutrition and boat safety.

Oman Sail also wrapped up a 
three-month community sailing 
program in Ras Al Hadd to in-
troduce 100 local children to the 
sport. The kids, aged 10-15 years 
of age, had the chance to enjoy free 
Try Sailing sessions with Oman 
Sail coaches and develop basic on-
water skills with the aim of grow-
ing the popularity of sailing locally 
and sharing Oman’s maritime her-
itage with the community.

Planning will soon begin for 
Mussanah Race Week, held at 
Barceló Mussanah Resort from 18-
24 October, where 50 sailors from 
across the region will compete in 
the Optimist, ILCA 4 and ILCA 7 
classes. Following that, the nation-
al Optimist team take part in the 
2023 IODA Optimist Asian &amp; 
Oceanian Championship, being 
held in Abu Dhabi from 29 October 
to 5 November 2023.

O M A N  S A I L ’ S  S A I L I N G  S C H O O L S
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ANALYSTS are describing the
planned expansion of the BRICS
bloc as a signifi cant shift in the
geopolitical landscape. It was
announced as part of the Johan-
nesburg Declaration II that was
unveiled on August 24, 2023, after
the conclusion of the 15th BRICS
summit at the Sandton Conven-
tion Centre in Johannesburg,
South Africa.

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa, the current
BRICS chairperson, told jour-
nalists at a media briefing that
six new countries would be
joining the bloc.

“We have decided to invite the
Argentine Republic, the Arab
Republic of Egypt, the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethio-
pia, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates to be-
come full members of BRICS.
Membership will take eff ect
from January 1, 2024.”

Africa welcomes new 
additions to BRICS
Zambian President Hakainde
Hichilema, chairperson of the
Common Market for Eastern
and Southern Africa (COME-
SA), described the African con-
tinent’s expanding partnership
with BRICS as a win-win. “We
see this as a rare opportunity to

address the challenges we have 
been talking about for a long 
time and on many platforms,” 
he said.

“We need to reform the global 
order in particular to address 
the inequities associated with 
critical ingredients to develop-
ment such as capital. Africa pays 
a higher cost of capital than any 
other on the globe,” the Zam-
bian leader added, stating that 
the BRICS platform should, and 
could, be used to work through 
and expedite the reform pro-

cesses around issues inhibiting 
development.”

Africa relishes new role
in the global order
The planned inclusion of two 
more African countries — Egypt 
and Ethiopia — in the bloc has 
generated much interest on the 
continent. “The partnership be-
tween BRICS and Africa goes 
beyond convenience,” Djibouti 
President Ismail Omar Guelleh, 
who chairs the Intergovernmen-
tal Authority on Development 

(IGAD), told the BRICS-Africa 
dialogue meeting in Johannes-
burg. “It is a step that places Af-
rica in its rightful position within
the global order.”

Gideon Chitanga, a research as-
sociate at the African Centre for
the Study of the United States at
the Witwatersrand University, told
DW that the inclusion of Egypt and
Ethiopia would give Africa more
of a voice on global issues.

“You can see the deliberate ef-
fort to represent Africa region-
ally,” Chitanga told DW. “South

Africa being from Southern Af-
rica, they [BRICS] have added 
Ethiopia from East Africa and 
Egypt from North Africa,” he not-
ed, adding that the move would 
represent African interests more 
broadly and inclusively.

Managing tensions 
within BRICS
Amidst the euphoria, questions 
are also being asked about wheth-
er the bloc will be able to iron 
out the diff erence between the 
governments in Cairo and Addis 
Ababa over the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam being built on 
the Blue Nile.

Luanda Mpungose from the 
South African Institute of In-
ternational Aff airs told DW that 
BRICS countries had always 
had good relations despite exist-
ing diff erences between certain 
member states.

“Even with the original fi ve 
countries, there were tensions 
between India and China, but you 
have never heard that India is not 
going to China to attend a con-
ference and vice versa,” he said. 
“What makes the BRICS very 
unique is the set of principles that 

guide their cooperation.

BRICS expansion
adds economic clout
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva said that the new ad-
ditions would mean that BRICS 
would represent 46% of the global 
population. Its combined GDP 
would jumps to 37% of the global 
economy.

The bloc has made a tactical de-
cision to include Iran, Saudi Ara-
bia, and the United Arab Emirates, 
which boast rich oil reserves.

Brett Singh, a business delegate 
at the summit, said the expan-
sion would mean a larger market 
and a better trading environment. 
“What I will be hoping to see is not 
just talking but also we can try and 
take action so that the ordinary 
citizen can also see contribution 
and see growth in our communi-
ties and neighbourhoods and we 
grow as one and prosper as one,” 
he told DW.

Busisiwe Mabuza, a member of 
the BRICS Business Council, also 
welcomed the expansion. “We 
used to have a deregulations work-
ing group, which we have now 
refocused into a trade and invest-
ment working group that is going 
to track how we are performing in 
terms of balancing trade amongst 
our respective nations,” he said.

BRICS new currency?
The possibility of introducing a 
BRICS currency also generated 
much interest at the just-conclud-
ed summit. “We have noted that 
there is global momentum for the 
use of local currencies, alterna-
tive fi nancial arrangements and 
alternative payment systems,” 
South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said. “As BRICS, we 
are ready to explore opportunities 
for improving the stability, reli-
ability and fairness of the global 
fi nancial architecture.”

However, he said the issue was 
still under consideration. BRICS 
ministers of fi nance and central 
bank governors have been tasked 
to deliberate on the use and 
strengthening of local currencies 
and payment systems and to re-
port back at the next summit.- DW

BRICS expansion sparks joy in Africa
Questions are 

also being asked

whether the bloc

will be able to iron

out the diff erence 

between Cairo and

Addis Ababa over

the Grand Ethiopian

Renaissance Dam

Study fi nds bioactive material 

for electrospray deposition

WASHINGTON: For the pur-
pose of covering a variety of 
medical devices with biologically 
active ingredients, researchers 
created a very accurate approach.
The researchers claim that such a 
method might usher in a new era 
of transdermal medicine, includ-
ing immunisations without shots.

In Nature Communications, 
researchers described a fresh 
method for electrospray deposi-
tion, an industrial spray-coating 
procedure.

In essence, Rutgers scientists 
came up with a way to better regu-
late the target area within a spray 
zone as well as the electrical char-
acteristics of the small particles 
being deposited. The more eff ec-
tively these two characteristics 
are used, the more likely it is that 
the spray will strike its tiny target.

By applying a high voltage to a 
fl owing liquid, such as a biophar-
maceutical, manufacturers can 
employ electrospray deposition 
to turn it into tiny particles. As 
each droplet moves towards its 
destination, it evaporates, depos-
iting a solid precipitate from the 
starting fl uid.

“While many people think of 
electrospray deposition as an ef-
fi cient method, applying it nor-
mally does not work for targets 
that are smaller than the spray, 
such as the microneedle arrays 
in transdermal patches,” said 
Jonathan Singer, an associate 
professor in the Department of 
Mechanical and Aerospace En-
gineering in the Rutgers School 
of Engineering and an author on 
the study.

“Present methods only achieve 
about 40 per cent effi  ciency. How-
ever, through advanced engineer-
ing techniques we’ve developed, 
we can achieve effi  ciencies sta-
tistically indistinguishable from 
100 per cent.”

Coatings are increasingly criti-
cal for a variety of medical appli-
cations. They are used on medical 
devices implanted into the body, 
such as stents, defi brillators and 
pacemakers.

They are beginning to be used 
more frequently in new products 
employing biologicals, such as 
transdermal patches.

Advanced biological or “bio-
active” materials – such as drugs 

– can be costly to produce, es-
pecially if any of the material is 
wasted, which can greatly limit 
whether a patient can receive a 
given treatment.

“We were looking to evaluate if 
electrospray deposition, which is 
a well-established method for an-
alytical chemistry, could be made 
into an effi  cient approach to cre-
ate biomedically active coatings,” 
Singer said.

Higher effi  ciencies could be 
the key to making electrospray 
deposition more appealing for 
the manufacture of medical de-
vices using bioactive materials, 
researchers said.

“Being able to deposit with 100 
per cent effi  ciency means none 
of the material would be wasted, 
allowing devices or vaccines to 
be coated in this way,” said Sarah 
Park, a doctoral student in the 
Department of Materials Science 
and Engineering who is the fi rst 
author on the paper.

“We anticipate that future 
work will expand the range of 
compatible materials and the 
material delivery rate of this high 
- effi  ciency approach.” -ANI

T R A N S D E R M A L  M E D I C I N E
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Danube Home unveils its re-imagined 
Mabelah and Al Khuwair showrooms

MUSCAT: Danube Home is one 
of the leading home improvement 
and furniture retailers in the GCC. 
The brand announced an array of 
exciting changes that are set to el-
evate customers shopping experi-
ence and reestablish the brand as 
the ‘Destination for Home’. 

With a renewed focus on quality, 
aff ordability, and customer satis-
faction, Danube Home invites one 
and all to explore its re-imagined 
stores in Al Mabelah and Al Khu-
wair. The brand also ran a three-day 
grand relaunch sale in both show-
rooms from August 24 to 26, where 
customers could avail up to 90% off  
on a stunning selection of products. 

‘’We are consistently and dedi-
catedly working towards creating 
stellar shopping experiences for 
our customers and making world-
class products easily available to 
them. The grand relaunch of our 
Al Mabelah and Al Khuwair show-
rooms is a step in this direction. 
We have taken customer feedback 
and worked on it. 

“This is why we have re-looked 
our product pricing strategy as well 
as the quality of our products to 
ensure customers will get the best 
value for money when they shop 
from us,” says Adel Sajan, Manag-
ing Director, Danube Group. 

Danube Home presents a fresh 
collection of superior quality prod-

ucts across categories like indoor 
and garden furniture, furnishing, 
décor, homeware, hardware and 
tools, lighting and chandeliers, 
electrical, bath fi ttings, tiling, 
fl ooring, carpets, readymade and 
customisable curtains, modular 
kitchen and more in the newly re-
launched showrooms.

Discover an expansive range of 
new designs that cater to a variety 
of tastes and preferences, ensuring 
there’s something for everyone. 
Danube Home also off ers free inte-
rior designing service across their 
showrooms for customers looking 
to create their dream home.

That’s not all — with an unwa-
vering commitment to delivering 
the best value, Danube Home is 
off ering reduced prices on a wide 
selection of products and off ering 
2-year warranty on most of the 
products.

‘’Being a customer centric 
brand, your shopping experience is 
our priority. We have meticulously 
re-designed our store layout to 
provide you with a seamless jour-

ney as you explore our vast range 
of products. With a spacious and 
inviting atmosphere, you’ll fi nd it 
easier than ever to envision how 
our products can transform your 
living spaces. Quality and reliabil-
ity matter most to our customers. 
That’s why we are excited to intro-
duce a minimum 2-year warranty 
on the majority of our products. 

Our commitment to off ering ex-
ceptional value extends to our fair
pricing strategy, ensuring you get
the best deals without compromis-
ing on quality,” says Sayed Habib,
Director, Danube Home.

‘’We value your loyalty and are
excited to introduce the Ahlan
Loyalty Programme. Download
the Ahlan app to earn Ahlan points

on all your purchases from Danube 
Home. Accumulate these points 
and redeem them on your future 
purchases, making your shopping 
experience even more rewarding,’’ 
he adds.

Danube Home also has exciting 
programs like the Privileged Part-
ners Programme for professional 
contractors, Sadiki program that 

celebrates and rewards loyal cus-
tomers, and the Danube Designers
Partnership Program that aims to
collaborate with interior designers.

Danube Home is excited to un-
veil these transformative changes,
ensuring that a home furnishing 
journey is not just a shopping ex-
perience, but a celebration of style,
comfort, and innovation.
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Bank Nizwa promotes 
Islamic fi nance in Salalah 
through knowledge sessions 
MUSCAT: Bank Nizwa, the lead-
ing and most trusted Islamic bank 
in Oman, held the latest edition 
of its Islamic Finance Knowledge 
Series (IFKS) in Salalah. The in-
sightful session was led by Sheikh 
Dr. Ali bin Sulaiman bin Moham-
med Al-Jahdhami, member of the 
Sharia Board at Bank Nizwa. 

Sheikh Dr Ali engaged the staff  
of the General Directorate of En-
dowment and Religious Aff airs in 
Dhofar Governorate with an en-
lightening session, discussing the 
fundamentals of Islamic fi nance 
and its impact on the banking 
landscape in the Sultanate. The 
audience received a wealth of in-
formation about Sharia-compliant 
banking principles, the impor-
tance of fi nancial literacy, and the 
growth, and fl ourishment of the 
Islamic banking sector.

Commenting on the success 
of Bank Nizwa’s Islamic Finance 
Knowledge Series and the latest 
session in Salalah, Sheikh Dr. Ali 
Al-Jahdhami, said, “At Bank Nizwa, 
we continue to foster economic 
stability and social welfare through 
our ethical and sustainable Islamic 
banking practices. It is our dedica-
tion to raise awareness across the 
country that has brought about the 
success of the IFKS sessions. We 
are proud of this initiative, and our 

eff orts to integrate Sharia-compli-
ant principles with modern bank-
ing practices to off er innovative 
products and services.”

As the most trusted bank in the 
Islamic fi nance sector, Bank Ni-
zwa has contributed to the growth 
of Islamic banking. Over the past 
months, the bank has conducted 
IFKS sessions in diff erent parts 
of the country, reaching diverse 
communities across Oman, in line 
with their mission to foster a true 
understanding of Islamic fi nance 
among the public and to cultivate 
a healthy fi nancial outlook among 
communities.

The IFKS sessions have been 
instrumental in promoting the im-
portance of making well-informed 
fi nancial decisions in order to 

achieve one’s fi nancial aspirations 
aligned with one’s beliefs.

Since its establishment a decade 
ago, Bank Nizwa has been actively 
working towards the innovation, 
creation and development of fully 
Sharia-compliant products and 
services as alternatives to those 
off ered in conventional banking. 
As the leading Islamic bank in the 
Sultanate, Bank Nizwa is commit-
ted to maintaining its position as 
a trusted partner to the commu-
nity, and to its mission to serve its 
customers with products and ser-
vices to cater to their every bank-
ing need. The bank recognises that 
raising awareness about Islamic fi -
nance across communities is para-
mount to sustaining Oman’s over-
all economic stability and welfare.

I S L A M I C  F I N A N C E  K N O W L E D G E  S E R I E S

Aster Royal Al Raff ah launches 

state-of-the-art foot and ankle clinic 

MUSCAT: Aster Royal Al Raff ah
Hospital in Muscat has launched
its new Foot and Ankle Clinic, a 
state-of-the-art facility that of-
fers comprehensive care for all
foot and ankle conditions. The
clinic, a Centre of Excellence for
Orthopaedics, boasts a team of 
highly qualifi ed and experienced
UK-trained doctors, including 
Dr Sandesh Shetty, Consultant
with 18+ years, Dr Mansoor M K,
Specialist with 20+ years and Dr
Kalyan Srungavarapu with 16+
years of experience.

The launch event was attended
by two special guests, Dr Mazin
Al Khabouri, a Senior Consult-
ant ENT Surgeon and ex-Director
General for Private Health Es-

tablishments at the Ministry of 
Health Oman and John Burridge, 
a renowned English former goal-
keeper. Both guests were wel-
comed by the hospital’s manage-
ment and staff , who were thrilled 
to have them as part of the event.

The Foot and Ankle Clinic of-
fers a wide range of services, in-
cluding ankle arthroscopy, ankle 
ligament repair and reconstruc-
tion, foot and ankle deformity cor-
rections, foot and ankle arthrode-
sis/fusions, bunion surgery, foot 
reconstruction, Achilles tendini-
tis, heel pain and plantar fasciitis, 
tarsal tunnel syndrome, foot and 
ankle fractures, and metatarsal-
gia. With its state-of-the-art fa-
cilities and highly qualifi ed staff , 

the clinic is poised to become a 
leading destination for patients 
seeking comprehensive care for 
their foot and ankle conditions.

The launch of the Foot and 
Ankle Clinic is a signifi cant mile-
stone for Aster Royal Al Raff ah 
Hospital, which is committed to 
providing the highest quality of 
care to all patients. The presence 
of John Burridge and Dr. Mazin Al 
Khabouri at the event was a testa-
ment to the importance of the 
clinic and the hospital’s commit-
ment to providing expert care to 
patients. With the launch of this 
new clinic, Aster Royal Al Raf-
fah Hospital has taken a big step 
towards revolutionizing foot and 
ankle care in Muscat and beyond.

H O S P I T A L
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