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Trust, as Sir Richard Branson famously
said, is the foundation of every brand's
success. And to celebrate the most
trusted and reliable brands across 
industries, the much awaited Oman's
Most Trusted Brand Awards (OMTB)
2022 function took place on Monday
evening on the  lawns of Al Bustan
Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel.

The ceremony was held under the
auspices of H E Eng Said bin Hamoud
al Ma’awali, Minister of Transport,
Communications and Information
Technology. The glittering event was
attended by over 350 guests including
their highnesses, excellencies, chair-
men, managing directors, CEOs and
senior officials from 50 winning com-
panies, besides distinguished guests.

Senior representatives of the 50
winners received their Oman's Most
Trusted Brand Awards from H E
Ma'awali and Saleh Zakwani, executive
chairman of Apex Media. H E Ma'awali
congratulated the winners as he
handed over the trophies to senior
company officials that won Oman's
Most Trusted Brand Awards for 2022.

The OMTB 2022 trophy was 
redesigned this year to give it a more
contemporary as well as classy look.
The trophy comprises a lucid tower of
the alphabets OMTB mounted over
each other and sprouting from an 
obsidian hued pedestal engraved with
the winner's name.                                              

Saleh Zakwani in his opening speech
said, “It gives me great pleasure to wel-
come you this evening to celebrate
Oman's Most Trusted Brands for 2022.
It is my belief, that the brands which
have risen to the top, are there for a
reason. And the consumers in Oman,
who have voted for them, do deserve a
round of applause for their excellent
verdict. It is also our honour to have H
E Eng Said bin Hamoud al Ma’awali as
the chief guest.”

Oman's Most Trusted Brand
Awards are based on the results of a
month-long extensive survey which
was open to general public for voting.
In each passing year, voting for the
awards has been growing consistently

and strongly – from nearly 130,000, in
2016, to over 900,000 in 2022. This
large voter-base highlights the power
of consumer perception in de-
termining the level of trust
that a brand enjoys in the
Omani market.

Oman's Most Trusted
Brand Awards is a validation
of the public trust in a brand,
and every year, this prestigious
awards are presented
to the most
trusted brands

in the sultanate by Apex Media based
on what the general public perceives as
the brands they trust the most. The

awards were set up by Apex
Media in 2016 to recognise
those brands that had suc-
ceeded in 
establishing themselves as
‘No 1’ in their customers’

minds.
After receiving the

awards, the rep-
resentatives
of the win-

ning companies spoke about the
tremendous efforts that they had put in
to become ‘most trusted’ and reputed
brands in their respective industries.

Many winners said that the awards
were a recognition of their commit-
ment and efforts to deliver top quality
products and services and customer
experience. They said Oman's Most
Trusted Brand Awards are a testament
to their brands' commitment to excel-
lence, innovation, and customer satis-
faction.

Among those who commented,
Bader al Mandhari from Takaful Oman
Insurance, said the award endorses the
'trust' that our customers have put in
them for years, while  Mohammed al
Rawahi, from OIG, felt the award will
make sure their employees serve
clients to the maximum. Also, Dr
Maysa al Kindi (EMC) added that win-
ning this award for the sixth year in a
row motivated them to continue pro-
viding the best services.

email: muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om     to subscribe, call toll free no: 80076000     www.muscatdaily.com

A N  A P E X  M E D I A  P U B L I C A T I O N

@muscat_dailyd
@muscatdaily

@muscatdailyonline

f
c

@Muscat Daily

wedneSdAY,MarCh 08, 2023

We are very proud to be a winner
in this category of paints and its
always a pleasure to attend this
event. We have been a winner in
this category for the past five
years, and probably, are the
biggest brand in Oman. It is 
important for us to maintain this
trust with consumers and take it
to the retail stores, as well. If you
enter any Jotun store, you will
find our trophy displayed 
there – we use it in our 
marketing strategy.
eRIk dAnIelSen
Sales & marketing manager, Jotun paints

We at Al Mouj Muscat have always
striven to provide the best 
experience to our customers and
visitors. Al Mouj Muscat has
something for everyone whether
they want to work, stay, live or
visit. Last year, we recorded more
than 4 million visitors who came
to Al Mouj to enjoy one hundred
experiences. This award is an
acknowledgement of our efforts
and we are grateful to our 
customers and visitors who voted
for Al Mouj Muscat in this 
awards survey.
nASSeR Al SHeIbAnI
CEo, Al Mouj Muscat

It is with great honour and 
gratitude that I accept this award
on behalf of NLGIC for being
recognised as Oman’s most
trusted brand. This achievement
is a testament to the hard work
and dedication of our entire
team, as well as the unwavering
support of our customers and
partners. At NLGIC, we 
understand the importance of
trust in building long-lasting 
relationships with our 
stakeholders. We are committed
to upholding this trust by 
continuously striving to provide
exceptional services and 
solutions.
mARtIn Rueegg (Ae)
Group CEo, nLGiC Group

We at MHD-ITICS are indeed
proud to be the winners of Oman’s
Most Trusted Brand Awards 2022
for three different categories this
year. Being recognised as winners
in three categories is a testament
to the excellence of our products
and service, and reaffirms the
faith of our customers in the major 
international brands we bring to
Oman. For MHD-ITICS the trust
placed by our clients in our 
products and services are our
most prized asset, and this award
gives us the impetus to perform
even better in future and strive to
raise the bar for our customer 
satisfaction index and the value
that we create for all our 
stakeholders.
Hon luJAInA moHSIn dARwISH
CHAirpErSon, MHD (iTiCS)

50 top brands ride 

Saleh al zakwani welcomes the cheif guest H E Eng Said bin Hamoud al Ma’awali

Over the past six years, this has been one of the most dynamic
awards as the consumers have given their verdict after a really
dynamic year for all businesses. And I’m sure, the brands that

have made it to the top have far surpassed their consumer 
expectations in terms of quality and service.

SAJIR CP, Commercial Manager, Apex Media



Airlines
SalamAir

Automotive (Sedan)
MG (MHD ACERE)

Bathroom Fittings & Accessories
ROCA 

Dairy Products
Mazoon Dairy

Facilities Management Company
OIG (Oman International Group SAOC)

Air Conditioners
General

Automotive (Luxury)
Mercedes-Benz 

Bank (Islamic Banking)
Meethaq (Bank Muscat) 

Cosmetics & Dermatology
EMC

Eye Centre
Muscat Eye Laser Center

Automotive (4WD)
MG (MHD ACERE)

Bank (Local Bank)
Bank Muscat 

Beverages (Soft drinks) 
Mountain Dew (Oman Refreshment Co)

Drinking Water
Oman Oasis

Fuel Station
Shell Oman

Apparels
Max

Automotive (Super Luxury)
Lamborghini (Fairtrade Auto Services LLC)

Beverages (Juices)
Top Fruits (Oman Refreshment Co)

Dental Clinic
Wassan Specialty Dental Center

Food Products
Minara (Areej Vegetable Oils & Derivatives SAOC)

And the winners are...
Business bigwigs representing 50 top brands attended Oman Most Trusted Brand
Awards 2022 function to celebrate their 'tradition of trust' with consumers 
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Doha, Qatar - Qatar's emir
named his top diplomat as prime
minister on Tuesday and brought
in a new interior minister in what
observers called the completion
of a change of the guard in the
country.

The ruler's office announced
that Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al
Thani had accepted "the resigna-
tion" of prime minister and inte-
rior minister Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al Thani.

Foreign Minister Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman al Thani was
named the new head of govern-
ment and was sworn in within
hours of the change, state media
reported.

Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin
Khalifa al Thani, who headed the
government security committee
for last year's World Cup, be-
came interior minister.

At 42, the new prime minister,
an economist, is the same age as

the emir and the new interior
minister is also of the same gen-
eration.

Sheikh Khalifa had also served
in the Lekhwiya internal security
force.

The outgoing prime minister,
55, had only been in office since
January 2020. “He was the last
real link in government to the fa-
ther of the emir," said a diplo-
matic observer, speaking on
condition of anonymity because
of the sensitivity of the topic.

The current emir's father
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al
Thani abdicated in favour of his
son in 2013. Sheikh Hamad had
himself overthrown his father in a
bloodless coup 18 years earlier.

The current emir has not intro-
duced any major changes to the
foreign policy of the resolutely
pro-US Gulf state.

But Qatar's growing wealth
built on its massive natural gas
reserves has brought huge
changes to the country and its in-
ternational profile.

The population has increased
by a third to about 3mn in the
past decade, mainly fuelled by a
massive influx of migrant work-
ers, whose treatment has come
under international spotlight.

Political parties are still
banned but Qataris held a first di-
rect election in 2021 for a consul-
tative council.
AFP
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The sultanate has underscored
the significance of adhering to in-
ternational cooperation towards
meeting the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, as well
as all pledges made to maintain
balanced growth within the con-
text of social, economic and en-
vironmental development.

In a speech at the 5th United
Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries (LDC5),
held in Doha on Tuesday, H E Dr
Said Mohammed al Saqri, Minis-
ter of Economy, affirmed that
Oman has incorporated all three
dimensions of sustainable devel-
opment into Oman Vision 2040
and its long-term sectoral strate-
gies. 

The UN Conference aims to
mobilise the international com-
munity’s commitments towards
the implementation of the Doha
Programme of Action for the
LDCs (2022-2031), adopted by
the UN General Assembly in
April 2022. 

It will offer the opportunity for
renewed partnership between
LDCs and their development par-
tners to overcome structural cha-
llenges, eradicate poverty, achie-
ve internationally agreed devel-
opment goals and enable gradu-

ation from the LDC category.
H E Dr Saqri said that the sul-

tanate is participating in the con-
ference – running till March 9 – in
its belief in the importance of

partnership and cooperation to
achieve the requirements of sus-
tainable development, and in re-
spect and commitment to
international agreements and
covenants.

He added that the conference
represents an opportunity to ex-
change experiences, discuss so-
lutions to common problems and
to strengthen global efforts in
order to provide the best meth-
ods and support to LDC to help
them eradicate poverty, enhance
their role in international trade
and regional integration, and em-
ploy their resources for compre-
hensive and sustainable
development for all. 

H E Saqri said Oman calls on
all countries to redouble their ef-
forts to help countries eliminate
conflicts and acts of violence and
also help them achieve a quan-
tum leap in combating poverty
and advancing their societies.

“Oman encourages devel-
oped countries and international
financial institutions - including
the International Monetary Fund
and various development banks
- to adopt initiatives to finance
development, rehabilitation and
reconstruction plans in these
countries, provided that these
initiatives include debt repay-
ment and debt restructuring,”
said H E Saqri.

Oman has 
underscored the 
significance of
maintaining 
balanced growth
within the context
of social, economic
and environmental
development

Qatar emir names new PM 
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To spread the culture of volun-
teer work in the sultanate, collect
data of volunteers and save time
and effort in mobilising initia-
tives, the Ministry of Social De-
velopment (MoSD) will establish
an electronic platform called
‘Volunteers of Oman’.

The ministry and United In-
vestment Development signed
an agreement to this end on
Tuesday.

A ministry official said the e-
platform will include records of
all volunteers and voluntary or-
ganisations, allowing MoSD to
contact people involved in volun-
tary work across the sultanate
quickly when the need arises. 

‘Volunteers of Oman’ will also
record the number of volunteer-
ing hours devoted by workers in
different fields.

"After compilation of volun-
teering records in Phase 1, work
will begin in coordination with
the relevant authorities to pro-
vide benefits to volunteers who
have put in a certain number of
volunteer hours. This will be
based on criteria to be an-
nounced in due course,” the
MoSD official added. 

Announcement of the e-plat-
form prompted quick response
from volunteers. Speaking to
Muscat Daily, Ahmed bin Hamad
al Kharusi, a blood donor who

has given the gift of life 188
times, said, “I have spent 37
years in volunteer work. This
platform will encourage many
youngsters to volunteer their
time and efforts for others’
good.”

He added that the platform
will provide data specific to
needs and situations as and
when these arise, especially in
the field of blood donation, of

which there are severe shortages
most of the year. 

“The platform will help in
communication and bonding be-
tween different groups of soci-
ety, create solidarity, and solve
the challenges volunteers face.”

Kharusi hoped ‘Volunteers of
Oman’ will pave the way to im-
plementing electronic cards -
gold, silver to bronze based on
the volume of work - for all vol-
unteers in the sultanate. “This
will encourage them to dedicate
more time and effort in volunteer
work.”

Ali al Shanfari, a member of
the Iteen volunteer team in
Salalah, said, “The e-platform is
a good step to involve civil soci-
ety in volunteer work in an or-
ganised manner.”

He urged all volunteers and
volunteer teams to register on
the platform as soon as it is
launched. 

Volunteerism set to take
wings with e-platform

Oman calls for boosting
efforts to support ldcs

Sayyid aSaad receiveS WiPO directOr General 

Sayyid Asaad bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for International Relations and Cooperation Affairs and Personal Representative of His Majesty

the Sultan, received in his office Daren Tang, Director General of World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and his accompanying delegation,

currently visiting Oman on Tuesday. During the meeting, the two sides exchanged cordial conversation and reviewed aspects of existing cooperation

between Oman and WIPO and means of promoting these (oNa)

After compilation of
volunteering records
in Phase 1, work 
will begin in coordi-
nation with the 
relevant authorities
to provide benefits 
to volunteers 
MoSD official

Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 

al Thani 



New York - The sultanate is join-
ing the international community
at meetings of the 67th annual
session of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of
Women. The session is taking
place at the UN headquarters in
New York from March 6 to 17.

Oman is being represented in
the meeting by H E Dr Mo-
hammed Awadh al Hassan, Per-
manent Representative of Oman
to the United Nations, and offi-
cials from the Ministry of Social
Development.

The current session is review-
ing the progress made by mem-

ber states in enhancing the status
of women, innovation, technolog-
ical transition, education in the
digital age and the best practices
for bridging the digital gender
gap, focusing on empowering
women in all aspects of life.

The gathering at the UN ses-
sion will hear a recorded speech

by H E Dr Laila Ahmed al Najjar,
Minister of Social Development.
The speech will outline the ef-
forts made by the Government
of Oman to enhance the status
of women and ensure their ac-
cess to all rights cited in the
laws approved by the govern-
ment.
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Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi
budget carrier flynas has an-
nounced the addition of ten new
destinations and routes in Asia,
including Oman and Europe, in
the 2023 summer season. The
most popular destination in the
region during the khareef season,
Salalah will be connected with
Dammam and Jeddah. 

The airline said six new routes
will be launched, including Dam-
mam to Salalah, the Turkish cities
of Istanbul and Trabzon, and the
Albanian capital of Tirana. In ad-
dition, two more routes will be
operated from Jeddah to Salalah
and the Turkish city of Bodrum. 

Four new destinations will be
served out of King Khalid Interna-
tional Airport in Riyadh, including
the Maldives, the Armenian cap-
ital of Yerevan, Antalya in Turkey,
and Tivat in Montenegro. 

Summer destinations and
routes already launched as sea-

sonal will be re-operated, includ-
ing the Czech capital of Prague,
Vienna and Salzburg in Austria,
the Azeri capital of Baku, Tbilisi
and Batumi in Georgia, the Bosn-
ian capital of Sarajevo, Hurghada
and Sharm el Sheikh in Egypt, and
Trabzon and Bodrum in Turkey,
besides Salalah. The total number
of summer destinations in 2023
for the carrier now is 20.

Bander Almohanna, CEO of
flynas, said that the new destina-
tions and routes reflect the com-

pany's commitment to its growth
and expansion strategy under the
slogan ‘We Connect the World to
the Kingdom’ to cement its lead-
ing position as the best low-cost
airline in the Middle East and one
of the top ten airlines in its cate-
gory worldwide. “This approach
is in line with the objectives of
Saudi Vision 2030 and the civil
aviation strategy to reach 330mn
passengers, 250 international
destinations and 100mn tourists
annually.” 
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The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT) has started
Phase 1 of a restoration and
maintenance project of the
Omani-French Museum in Mus-
cat.

Prior to undertaking the
restoration work, MHT con-
ducted laboratory testing of the
building and its structural
strength. A work plan and scope
of work was identified following
the test results to ensure sustain-
ability of the project. 

A statement issued by MHT
said, ‘This phase of work consists
of removal of the external wall
cladding following best interna-
tional practices adopted in
restoration of historical build-
ings.’ 

The museum, which was
opened to visitors in 1992, is
housed in a 170-year-old struc-
ture located in the Old Muscat

neighbourhood of Muttrah. It has
eight display halls showcasing a
collection of documents and
items chronicling Omani-French
relations dating back to the 18th
century.

MHT’s work plan for the proj-
ect will ensure reuse of tradi-

tional and approved construction
and restoration materials and
methods in ancient buildings.

The restoration project is part
of the ministry’s efforts to de-
velop and rehabilitate existing
museums to achieve Oman Vi-
sion 2040.

Saudi airline flynas to connect
Salalah to Dammam, Jeddah 

Oman participates in UN meeting on status of women 

MHT starts restoration of
Omani-French Museum

The new destinations
and routes reflect the
company’s commit-
ment to its growth
and expansion 
strategy under the
slogan ‘We Connect
the World to the
Kingdom’
BANDER ALMOHANNA

(Supplied photo)
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Our Correspondent 
Muscat

A delegation of British investors
- representing companies oper-
ating in the sectors of mining,
technology, agriculture, services
and logistics - visited ‘Invest
Oman’ lounge on Tuesday and
took note of various incentives
offered to investors in Oman.

The delegation was briefed
about the most important serv-
ices provided to investors wish-
ing to do business in Oman.

A visual display that was pre-
sented to the delegation demon-
strated investment advantages,
the Investor Residency Pro-
gramme, incentives and facilities
available at special economic
zones and free zones.

This visit was organised by
the Sultanate of Oman’s Em-
bassy in the United Kingdom, in
cooperation with the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion (MoCIIP).

The event reflected the con-
cept of promoting and attracting

foreign investments to the sul-
tanate, while presenting the in-
centives and facilities earmarked
for foreign investors.

Ahmed Salim al Rasbi, Direc-
tor General of the Investment
Services Centre at MoCIIP, said
that the British delegation was

briefed about the salient fea-
tures of the investment climate
in Oman, the role of the lounge
and the services it provides to
investors within the context of a
clear mechanism and basic
tools to streamline an investor’s
business. Rasbi presented Oman
as a leading destination for
British investors, while informing
that the investments by British
companies in Oman touched
US$23.5bn in 2022 - a 9.3 per
cent growth compared to the fig-
ures of 2021.

Rasbi pointed out that this
partnership expanded in the past
few years and covered several
sectors, notably oil and gas, tech-
nology and infrastructure.

The volume of trade exchange
between Oman and the UK grew
up to US$362.3mn by October
2022 - 20.3 per cent higher than
the figures of the corresponding
period in 2021.

The British delegation will
meet a number of Omani entre-
preneurs to discuss partnership
opportunities.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Sultanate of Oman and the
United Arab Emirates have
signed a memorandum of under-
standing aimed at driving sus-
tainable development and
boosting cooperation in the vari-
ous areas related to environmen-
tal protection.

The MoU was signed by Envi-
ronment Authority and UAE’s
Ministry of Climate Change and
the Environment, during an offi-
cial visit by a delegation from the
UAE, headed by H E Mariam bint
Mohammed Almheiri, Minister
of Climate Change and the Envi-
ronment, last week. 

During her visit, ways of en-
hancing cooperation in fish farm-
ing, achieving net-zero targets,
mangrove plantation and the
UAE's preparations for the 28th
session of the Conference of the

Parties (COP 28) were the main
areas of discussion. 

According to Mariam, the
emirates seeks to encourage the
implementation of eco-friendly
solutions to address environ-
mental challenges, in line with its
hosting of COP28 and its efforts

to push forward climate action
locally and globally. This was re-
ported by the UAE’s official news
agency WAM.

Mariam’s visit included meet-
ings with Dr Abdullah bin Ali al
Amri, Chairman of Environment
Authority; and H E Dr Saud

Hamoud al Habsi, Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources of Oman.

As per the MoU, the two sides
will exchange research and stud-
ies, and conduct joint research in
the fields of environmental
preservation, enhancing air qual-

ity, biodiversity conservation,
achieving sustainable develop-
ment goals and preparing sus-
tainable development progress
reports.

Both sides will also exchange
best practices and policies re-
lated to environmental conserva-
tion and reducing pollution.

Oman and the UAE held an
official session of talks on envi-
ronmental issues, in Muscat on
Wednesday. 

During the session, the two
sides discussed plans to combat
plastic pollution and refrigerant
gases. The two also viewed the
experience of wind energy and
electric energy, in addition to de-
vising the necessary mechanism
for activating research between
the two countries in the field of
fish farming and marine fisheries,
as well as exchanging expertise
and best practices, among other
topics of concern.

Muscat - The Ministry of Higher
Education, Research and Innova-
tion (MoHERI) has extended the
period for accepting research
proposals for approved research
priorities in the second round of
the Strategic Research Projects
Programme (SRPP) until March
30.

The ministry also announced
the extension of submission pe-
riod for the research priorities of
the Ministry of Health till March
14, and the Ministry of Education
and the Environment Authority
until March 15.

It is worth noting that the
Strategic Research Projects Pro-
gramme - for the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism; Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and

Water Resource and the Min-
istry of Information - is one of the
most important programmes of
MoHERI to support and fund re-
search projects.

The programme serves
strategic directions and focuses
on national priorities in various
service, economic and social
fields, keeping in line with Oman
Vision 2040.

British delegation scouts for
investment avenues in Oman

Oman, UAE sign MoU to boost environmental effortsMoHERI extends
submission 
period for SRPP

Muscat – H E Dr Rahma Ibrahim
al Mahrouqi, Minister of Higher
Education, Research and Innova-
tion, met with Daren Tang, Di-
rector General of the World
Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion (WIPO), on Tuesday. 

During the meeting, the two
reviewed areas of joint coopera-
tion in the field of intellectual
property. They also touched on
means of support extended by
WIPO to establish a specialised
institute for intellectual property
under the ministry’s supervision.

In addition, they also high-
lighted WIPO’s support for train-
ing people concerned in the field
of intellectual property in Oman,
including students, researchers,

innovators and entrepreneurs.
The Director General of WIPO

underscored the vital role of intel-

lectual property in developing the
world’s economy and driving a
knowledge-based economy.

On her turn, H E Dr Rahma
encouraged providing support to
universities that plan to offer

programmes related to intellec-
tual property.

The meeting was attended by
H E Dr Saif Abdullah al Hadabi,
Undersecretary for Research in
the Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation and In-
novation and Eng Khalid
Hamoud al Hinai, Head of the
patents and industrial designs
department at the National Of-
fice for Intellectual Property and
other officials from both sides.

Tang also visited Oman Vi-
sion 2040 Implementation Fol-
low-up Unit, where he was
received by its chairman Dr
Khamis Saif al Jabri. The two ex-
plored means of cooperation. 
ONA

moheRi, WiPO review areas of cooperation in iP

Oman is a leading destination for
British investors... the investments by
British companies in Oman touched
US$23.5bn in 2022 - a 9.3% growth
compared to the figures of 2021
Ahmed SAlim Al RASbi

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Revenues of start hotels in
Oman showed a significant
jump during the first month
of the year as compared to
the figures achieved in Janu-
ary 2022.

Revenues of 3- to 5-star
hotels increased 50.8 per
cent to RO20.79mn until the
end of January this year,
compared to 13.78mn in Jan-
uary 2022, the latest data re-
leased by the National
Centre for Statistics and In-
formation (NCSI) showed.

The occupancy in those
hotels also recorded a
growth of 31.3 per cent dur-
ing the same period this year,
NCSI reported. 

The occupancy rate was
53.7 per cent in January this
year as against 40.9 per cent
recorded in January last year.

The number of hotel
guests in star hotels
recorded an increase of 65
per cent to 173,313 in Janu-
ary, compared to 105,043 in
the same period in 2022.

According to NCSI, the
number of Oceanian guests
recorded a significant

growth, amounting to 383.1
per cent, increasing from
767 guests in January last
year to 3,705 in January this
year. They were followed by
Europeans, whose number
grew from 26,461 in January

2022 to 58,256 in January
this year, registering a
growth of 120.2 per cent.

The data also revealed
that the number of Asian
guests was 21,098 in Janu-
ary, recording an increase of
96.1 per cent compared to
the same period in 2022;
while the number of Gulf
guests increased by 81.9 per
cent from 5,919 to 10,767 in
January this year.

Revenue, guests,
occupancy go up
considerably 
in star hotels

Revenues of 3- to
5-star hotels 
increased 50.8% 
to RO20.79mn
until the end of
January this
year, compared
to 13.78mn in
January 2022
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's largest oilfield services
provider Abraj Energy Services,
en route to listing on the Muscat
Stock Exchange on March 14,
said its initial public offering
(IPO) has been oversubscribed
by 8.7 times after receiving
strong demand from local, re-
gional and international investors.

Abraj, which aimed to raise up
to RO93.97mn through the initial
public offering of its 49 per cent
share capital, received over-
whelming response to its IPO
from both retail as well as institu-
tional investors.

Total demand for IPO shares
topped RO790mn, making it 870
per cent oversubscribed and
recording the biggest demand for
an IPO in Oman in recent years,
according to the data provided by
Abraj on Twitter.

'We are proud to record the
largest initial public offering in
Oman's stock market, with the
subscription volume in the com-
pany’s shares amounting to more
than RO790mn. We sincerely
thank our success partners – new
investors – for their confidence in
Abraj Energy Services,' the com-
pany said.

Through the largest IPO in
Oman market since 2010, Abraj's
parent OQ offered 377.4mn
shares in a price range of 242bz-
249bz for public subscription
which was closed on March 2.
Abraj has set the final price at
249bz per share, which is at the
top of the offer price range given
at the launch of the IPO.

Abraj Energy Services is ex-
pected to start trading on the
Muscat Stock Exchange on
March 14.

The Capital Market Authority

(CMA) on Monday approved the
allocation of Abraj shares to the
subscribers. As much as 35 per
cent of the total offered shares
have been allocated to the sec-
ond category investors (retail in-

vestors).
The IPO collected RO246mn

from second category (retail) in-
vestors against the offered size
of RO29.6mn for this category,
oversubscribing more than eight
times. Around 40,000 individual
retail investors participated in
the second category subscrip-
tion.

On the other hand, the first
category (institutional) sub-
scription – which has been allo-
cated at 65 per cent of the total
offer size – was oversubscribed

by 21.6 times, attracting very
strong demand from local, re-
gional and international in-
vestors.

Abraj collected RO507mn
from institutional subscription

except for anchor investors.
Apart from two anchor in-
vestors, as many as 132 local, re-
gional and international
institutions participated in the
IPO.

Earlier OQ brought in Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund
and global energy services giant
Schlumberger as anchor in-
vestors for the Abraj IPO. In ag-
gregate, the anchor investors
committed RO37.58mn to the
IPO, representing 40 per cent of
the offer size.

In a statement, the CMA said
that the allocation of Abraj
shares was approved based on
distributing the minimum limit
to the small shareholders cate-
gory at 4,500 shares and 0.1121
per cent of the remaining shares
for each subscriber. For the first
category (institutional in-
vestors), the subscribers have
been allocated 4.62 per cent of
their respective subscriptions.

As per the data released by
Abraj, around 54 per cent of the
total institutional subscription
was subscribed by local institu-
tional investors while remaining
46 per cent was taken by re-
gional and international in-
vestors.

Abraj recently announced
that it will add 11 new drilling rigs
to its fleet during the next five
years as part of its regional ex-
pansion plans. The company has
also signed a strategic partner-
ship deal with Saudi Arabian
Chevron and Kuwait Gulf Oil
Company in the field of drilling
and oil extraction to expand its
regional presence.

Abraj Energy Services IPO
oversubscribed 8.7 times

Abraj Energy Services has set the final
price at 249bz per share, which is at the
top of the offer price range given during
the launch of the IPO

Muscat – Senior industry leaders
from the six GCC states con-
vened at the thrid edition of the
Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemi-
cals Association (GPCA) Lead-
ers Forum to discuss the
industry’s priorities in 2023 and
beyond.

The exclusive, c-suite event
concluded on March 1 in
Kempinski Hotel, Muscat, under
the theme, ‘Bracing for Change:
GCC Chemicals in 2023 & Be-
yond’ with 78 leaders from nine
countries in attendance.

Hilal Kharusi, chief executive,
commercial and downstream,
OQ, opened the forum, highlight-
ing the importance of carbon
neutrality. “We must embrace
the energy transition and look for
ways to make our operations
more sustainable. This means
exploring new technologies, such
as carbon capture and utilization,
investing in renewable energy
sources, and innovation,” he said.

“The petrochemical and
chemical industries have an im-
portant role to play in supporting
the circular economy. This
means developing products that
are recyclable, reducing waste
and emissions, and exploring
new ways to use waste streams
as raw materials,” Kharusi
added.

Delegates enjoyed an array of
insightful presentations from
senior industry experts on perti-
nent topics, including the loom-
ing macro-economic outlook for
2023 and its expected impact on
the chemical industry, delivered
by Rachid Majiti, senior partner,
McKinsey, as well as two Lead-
ership Dialogues on international
trade and the transition to net-
zero.

If import tariffs on the top 10
exported chemical products
were removed, based on 2021
trade figures, the estimated ben-
efits for the industry could be in

the tune of US$747mn, accord-
ing to a new GPCA white paper
entitled ‘Importance and Benefits
of Trade Agreements for the
GCC Chemicals Industry’.

This underlines the impor-
tance of Free Trade Agreements
as a hugely beneficial instrument
to increase the competitiveness
of the GCC chemical industry
and drive higher socio-economic
benefits for the GCC region, del-
egates heard.

Dr Abdulwahab al Sadoun,
secretary general, GPCA, said,
“The third GPCA Leaders Forum
tackled some of the key priority
areas facing chemical industry
leaders in 2023 and beyond – the
macro-economic outlook, the
state of international trade, and
the opportunities to progress the
net-zero transition in the run up
to 2050.” 

He said, “This was an impor-
tant industry meeting which

saw CEOs of GPCA member
companies converge from all
over the region to set the indus-
try priorities for the near term,
network and exchange ideas.
The level of insight, knowledge
and expertise shared at this
year’s GPCA Leaders Forum
was truly exceptional, and I am
confident that our leaders are
ready to welcome the chal-
lenges and opportunities that
will come their way with confi-
dence.”

Following the third edition of
the GPCA Leaders Forum,
GPCA also organised its annual
general assembly meeting in the
sultanate’s capital, Muscat,
where GPCA members con-
vened to review the associa-
tion’s activities in 2022 and its
key achievements. As part of
the annual meeting, GPCA re-
leased the 2022 edition of its
Annual Report.

Hilal Kharusi speaks at Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association

(GPCA) Leaders Forum

Gulf chemical industry 
leaders discuss 2023 priorities

Houston, US – The United States
wants to see a hike in oil produc-
tion, including from OPEC coun-
tries, said a senior State
Department official Monday.

"As world economies recover,
we'll see more consumption.
And therefore we'd like to see
supply meet demand," said Jose
Fernandez, the US Undersecre-
tary of State for Economic Af-
fairs, Energy and the
Environment, on the sidelines of
the CERAWeek energy confer-
ence, in Houston, Texas.

"We would like to see more
supply" of crude globally, includ-
ing from OPEC+ - the 13 mem-
bers of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
and 11 non-OPEC allied countries
– Fernandez said.

OPEC+ decided in early Octo-
ber to cut production by two mil-
lion barrels per day and has not
changed its output level since.

The price of a barrel of West
Texas Intermediate (WTI), the
benchmark US variety, is now
worth about a third less than a
year ago, in the early days of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

But it is still more than 40 per
cent higher than during the same
period in 2019, and up almost 30
per cent compared to 2018.

Between the beginning of
September 2021 and the begin-
ning of January 2023, the admin-
istration of President Joe Biden
drew nearly 250mn barrels from
the US strategic reserves.
AFP

US wants
hike in global
crude output,
including
from OPEC
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Asyad Group, represented by its
shipping arm Asyad Shipping,
cohosted the Informal Tanker
Operators’ Safety Forum’s
(ITOSF) 164th meeting, along-
side NYK Group, at the Kempin-
ski Hotel IN Muscat recently.

The forum, established in
early 1970s, brings together
more than 70 tanker manage-
ment companies from around
the world to discuss the latest
trends and share experiences in
tanker safety.

Asyad Shipping cohosted the
first ITOSF meeting held in
Oman, reaffirming its status as a
leading maritime player commit-
ted to crew safety and well-being
and the use of cutting-edge
tanker safety technologies. 

The international forum was
also an opportunity to connect
with stakeholders and industry
experts and an ideal global plat-
form for Asyad Shipping to share
its knowledge and expertise in
tanker safety.

Covering a host of topics, the
164th ITOSF meeting welcomed
non-member safety experts from
different companies to present
emerging trends and share in-

sights on best practices in tanker
safety. Attendees had the unique
opportunity to take part in sev-
eral sessions on safety-related
issues, including a session on
safety measures during mainte-
nance and drydock presented by
Asyad Drydock’s Head of HSE.
Other speakers presented ses-

sions on the latest developments
and topics, such as cybersecu-
rity, TMSA, SIRE 2.0 and risk
management.

“Having ITOSF meeting in
Muscat reflects our unwavering
commitment to crew safety and
well-being as a top priority which
is aligned with the people-first

culture adopted across Asyad
Group,” said Khalil Al Balushi,
Vice President Marine at Asyad
Shipping. “As a key player re-
sponsible for setting HSSE
benchmarks and identifying in-
dustry-changing practices, we
seize this opportunity to share
valuable experiences and lessons

on safety with fellow industry ex-
perts and shape a safer more
sustainable future for the mar-
itime industry.”

Speaking on the location of
the 164th meeting, Ko Ko Naing,
Chairman of ITOSF said: “It was
a pleasure to hold the ITOSF
meeting in Oman for the first

time. The country’s growing rep-
utation as a logistics hub made it
an ideal destination for us to dis-
cuss tanker safety, an issue we
feel is imperative to the efficient
flow of global trade. 

We are grateful to Asyad
Shipping and NYK Group for
hosting the meeting and look

forward to further collabora-
tion.”

Asyad Shipping is forging
ahead in its quest to optimize
the safety of its operations by
employing the latest standards
and technologies and gaining in-
sights from industry experts. 

These efforts are reasserting
Asyad Group’s standing as an
integrated logistics provider and
cementing Oman’s position as a
global logistics hub.

ITOSF brings 
together 
experts from over
70 tanker 
management 
companies around
the world... Asyad
Shipping shares 
lessons and experi-
ences with top 
industry players to
shape a safer 
future for shipping

With Ramadan approaching,
Lulu Hypermarket has unveiled
its much-awaited Ramadan pro-
motion with an exciting range of
special deals, promotions and of-
fers for shoppers. 

The promotion started on
March 1 will run till April 29, at all
Lulu stores in Oman. There will
be discounts and exclusive offers
on all essential commodities, in-
cluding beverages, frozen foods,
fresh produce and other grocery
items. In addition to this, cus-
tomers get a chance to win
RO100,000 worth cash prizes
during the promotional period. 

The special Ramadan offers
will be available both in-store
and in Lulu online platforms.
There will also be numerous
daily deals on the online shop-
ping app, which will make shop-
ping more convenient and full of
savings for shoppers. 

Special Ramadan Kits will also
be available to make shopping

for Ramadan essentials an easy
experience for customers. 

The kits will include essential
grocery items, such as milk pow-
der, rice, sugar, instant foods, jel-
lies, ketchup, oil, pulses, pasta,
grains, coffee and tea, at the low-
est consolidated prices. 

Since Ramadan is a time of
sharing, Lulu has introduced an
array of gift items, such as
watches, perfumes, sweet boxes,
and assorted gift baskets, for

customers who wish to gift
something to their loved ones. 

As part of Ramadan promo-
tion, customers get a chance to
shop and win cash prizes worth
RO100,000 during the entire
promotional period. Shoppers
are entitled to an e-raffle coupon
on purchase of products worth
RO10. Cash prizes include a
grand prize of RO10,000 and
weekly prizes of RO100, 200,
500, 750 and 5,000 for 8 weeks

totaling to 281 lucky winners.
“Ramadan is the most blessed

time of the year, and Lulu is glad
to be the ultimate shopping des-
tination for customers to fulfill all
their Ramadan needs under one
roof!” said Shabeer K A, Regional
Director - Lulu Hypermarkets,
Oman. He informed that there
will be huge discounts across cat-
egories including groceries,
household, non-food etc. 

“Our special Ramadan kit is a
boon for customers who find
shopping for essentials a tedious
task,” the Lulu official asserted.

“Our staff are working round
the clock to improve customers’
experience and to make shop-
ping easy and enjoyable during
Ramadan. We are also taking
necessary steps to boost the
availability of stocks at all times
and maintain price stability to
meet the increased demand
throughout the fasting month,”
he added.

Lulu kicks off Ramadan promotion, 
offers cash prizes worth RO100,000

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial service provider in the sul-
tanate of Oman, stated to have
had a successful year in 2022,
providing corporate finance and
advisory services for a number of
prestigious clients including for
government related entities as
well as large corporate entities. 

Bank Muscat successfully ad-
vised on multiple transactions
spanning across various sectors
including telecom, financial serv-
ices, gas networks, utilities and
supplier financing, which re-
sulted in fundraising in excess of
RO800mn in 2022. 

Khalifa Abdullah al Hatmi,
Deputy General Manager - In-
vestment Banking and Capital
Markets, Bank Muscat, said,
“The bank is synonymous with
innovation, customer-centricity,
agility and trustworthiness and
always aims to deliver reliable,
dynamic and customised solu-
tions, which suit the unique re-
quirements of our customers. 

“We are pleased to continue
delivering on these principles
consistently. Bank Muscat prides
itself in its intricate understand-
ing of diverse business require-
ments of its clients, offering
unmatched financial expertise
and guidance, innovative funding
solutions and wide array of serv-
ices for various customer needs.” 

In 2022, Bank Muscat’s in-
vestment banking team engaged
with the Ministry of Finance to
achieve a unique financing solu-
tion to offer an alternative solu-

tion to meet working capital re-
quirements for various suppliers
and service providers to various
ministries of the Government of
Oman.

It also advised and raised
funds for Helios Towers’ acquisi-
tion of Omantel’s telecom tow-
ers and related assets, which is
the first of its kind acquisition in
Oman by a UK-listed entity. The
bank also helped a leading fi-
nance and leasing company in
the sultanate to raise financing
for its business. 

Bank Muscat offers corporate finance, 
advisory services for marquee deals

Taha bin Sulaiman al Kishry, Sec-
retary General of Oman Olympic
Committee (OOC), received in
his office on Tuesday morning
the champions of Oman who
were crowned with a number of
medals. 

Boxer Fares bin Ahmed al
Muqbali is a gold medal winner
in the 92kg category, while Firas
bin Fida al Balushi won the silver
medal in the 56kg category in the
fifth Katara Open Boxing Cham-
pionship held in Qatar from Feb-
ruary 15 to 18.

The meeting was attended by

the Olympic boxing trainer Afaf
al Qarniyeh, the first Qatari fe-
male boxer, Nasser bin Ali al Eis-
ari, President of the Master
Academy for Martial Arts, and
the academy players and admin-
istrators.

Kishry, on behalf of OOC
Chairman and Board Members,
congratulated the players for
winning medals in their first in-
ternational participation in box-
ing, and wished them and other
Omani athletes to achieve more
as represent Oman well in inter-
national events.

OOC Secretary General
receives Oman national
boxing champions

General Automotive Company
(GAC), the official distributor of
Mitsubishi vehicles in Oman, has
announced the launch of the lux-
urious new L200 GLS model. 

The new flagship version of
the L200 model range, the L200
GLS model, boasts a range of ex-
clusive features that set it apart
from the crowd. These include
stylish new 18-inch alloy wheels,
larger brakes, automatic climate
control with an independent
rear-seat air circulator, A/T with
electronically controlled 4WD
gear selector, tilt and telescopic
steering and much more.

“We are excited to launch the
L200 GLS model in Oman, a
pickup truck that seamlessly
combines a tough and rugged
disposition with total comfort
and an enjoyable driving experi-
ence. With a host of luxury fea-
tures, the L200 GLS is firmly
positioned as a lifestyle and
leisure pickup. We are confident
that it will appeal to our cus-
tomers who prefer adventuring
in comfort,” said Manoj Ranade,
General Manager of General Au-
tomotive Company. 

The current generation L200
has been developed to embody
the ‘Engineered Beyond Tough’
key phrase, incorporating the lat-
est iteration of the Dynamic
Shield front design concept,
newly sculpted body curves with
contrasting sharp lines, extended
wheel flares, and bright accents,

further embodying the strength
of a Mitsubishi Motors pickup
truck and adding modernity.

The L200 GLS takes this fur-
ther with stylish new 18-inch
alloy wheels and removes the
outer hooks for a sleeker, more
elegant look. The L200 also
makes significant advances in

terms of its pickup capability,
thanks in part to the 2.4l power-
plant under the hood.

On the inside, the newly re-
designed crystal clear dash offers
a car-like driving position, taking
in vehicle info and enjoying the
comfort of automatic climate
control. The comfortable seating,

ample space, and independent
air circulator for rear seat pas-
sengers ensure that every ride is
comfortable.

In Oman, the L200 is offered
with a choice of petrol or diesel
engines, each delivering lower
emissions and improved fuel ef-
ficiency resulting in significant
fuel savings in the real world. 

The L200 GLS features Mit-
subishi’s electronically controlled
Easy Select 4WD system. This
system makes traction in any
condition or terrain second na-
ture with the simple turn of a dial,
delivering superior off-road per-
formance. As a result, the L200’s
off-road expertise is second to
none in its class.

“The Mitsubishi L200 GLS is
now available for sale at our
showrooms across Oman, and
we are thrilled to bring this new
lifestyle and leisure pickup to our
customers in Oman. We encour-
age everyone to come and visit
us for a test drive and experience
the comfort, performance, and
off-road capability of the L200
GLS first-hand,” concluded
Manoj Ranade.

New Mitsubishi L200 GLS arrives in Oman

Asyad Shipping cohosts international
forum on tanker crew safety solutions
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Ankara,  Turkey - Turkey’s bick-
ering opposition leaders ended
months of fierce debate on Mon-
day and agreed to name the head
of the main secular party as their
joint candidate against President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in May 14
polls.

A last-ditch deal aimed at
averting a split of the opposition
vote will see CHP chief Kemal
Kilicdaroglu name the popular
mayors of Istanbul and Ankara
as vice presidents should he end
Erdogan’s two-decade rule.

“We would have been elimi-
nated had we split up,” Kilic-
daroglu told huge crowds of
cheering supporters after emerg-
ing from hours of tense talks.

Erdogan faces the fight of his
political life in what many view as
Turkey’s most consequential
election since its birth as a post-
Ottoman republic 100 years ago.

The 68-year-old leader needs
to overcome the twin hurdles of
an economic crisis and that af-
termath of a devastating earth-
quake as he seeks to extend his
Islamic style of rule until 2028.

Opinion polls point to a tight
race that remains far too close to
call.

But Erdogan’s task had ap-
peared to become a little easier
when one of the main leaders of
the six-party opposition alliance
walked out of the talks on Friday.

Return to power 
Meral Aksener has argued that

Kilicdaroglu  - a soft-spoken 74-
year-old from Turkey’s long-
marginalised Alevi community -
lacked the public appeal to de-
feat Erdogan in the presidential
ballot.

She has instead urged the
popular CHP mayors of either Is-

tanbul or Ankara to step into the
race.

The two met Aksener on
Monday in a make-or-break at-
tempt to bring her nationalist Iyi
Party back into the opposition
fold.

“Our nation cannot tolerate a
split,” Ankara mayor Mansur
Yavas told reporters after the
meeting.

The opposition last united in
an effort to unseat Erdogan’s al-
lies in municipal elections held in
2019.

Their ability to regain control
of Turkey’s two main cities shat-
tered Erdogan’s aura of invinci-
bility and set the stage for the
possible return to power by the

party of the secular state’s
revered founder Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk.

But Kilicdaroglu wanted
Yavas and Istanbul mayor Ekrem
Imamoglu to keep their posts to
avoid the threat of handing back
control of either city to Erdogan’s
Islamic-rooted party.

A 12-point text hammered out
on Monday committed Kilic-
daroglu to naming the other five
party leaders as vice president
for a post-election transition pe-
riod should he win.

Kilicdaroglu would then ap-
point the two mayors as vice
president ‘at a time deemed ap-
propriate by the president’.
AFP

Turkey’s opposition unites
against President Erdogan

Leaders agreed to
name the head of
the main secular
party as their joint
candidate against
President Erdogan
in May 14 polls

Leader of Felicity Party (Saadet) Temel Karamollaoglu (right) shakes hands with leader of IYI Party Meral

Aksener ahead of a meeting between opposition party leaders in Ankara on Monday (AFP)

Baghdad,  Iraq - US Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin arrived in Iraq
on Tuesday on an unannounced
visit barely two weeks before the
20th anniversary of the US-led
invasion that toppled Saddam
Hussein.

“I’m here to reaffirm the US-
Iraq strategic partnership as we
move toward a more secure, sta-
ble and sovereign Iraq,” Austin
tweeted as he landed in Baghdad.
His visit comes ahead of the
March 20 anniversary of the
ground invasion which ushered in
two decades of bloodshed that
Iraq is only now beginning to exit.

In the run-up, Iraq has hosted
a raft of foreign officials, including
UN chief Antonio Guterres and
the Iranian, Russian and Saudi
foreign ministers.

Since US-led coalition troops
ousted Saddam’s Sunni Arab-
dominated regime, Iraq’s Shiite
majority has led Iraq under a con-
fessional power-sharing system.
Successive governments have
forged close ties with Iraq’s Shi-
ite-led neighbour Iran, while Iraq
also maintains relations with the
United States,  Iran’s arch foe, in
a delicate balancing act.

Both Washington and Tehran
provided extensive support dur-
ing Iraq’s fightback against the
Sunni extremists of the Islamic
State group, who overran
swathes of northern and western
Iraq in 2014.

The militants were ousted
from Iraqi territory in 2017 but re-
tain sleeper cells in desert and
mountain hideouts in both Iraq

and neighbouring Syria.
Iraq announced the end of

combat operations by US-led
coalition troops at the end of
2021 but some units remain de-
ployed to provide advice and
training.

Austin’s visit comes after he
held talks in neighbouring Jordan
with King Abdullah II, a staunch
US ally in the region.

“Secretary Austin shared his
concerns on a range of shared
challenges, including... maintain-
ing focus on security and stability
in Iraq, and countering other
destabilising activities in the re-
gion,” a Pentagon statement said.

Despite its vast oil and gas re-
serves, Iraq suffers from decades
of underinvestment in its infra-
structure and public services that
have sparked repeated waves of
protests. October 2021 elections
were followed by a whole year of
political vacuum before Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-Su-

dani was sworn in at the head of
a government led by pro-Iran
factions. 

The political arm of Iraq’s
Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular Mo-
bilisation) paramilitary force,
made up heavily of Tehran-
trained groups, has long de-
manded the departure of all
remaining coalition troops, al-
though its calls have been less
shrill since it entered govern-
ment. US ambassador Alina L.
Romanowski holds regular talks
with Iraqi officials and this week
again hailed the “strong” rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries.

There had been a sharp dete-
rioration in ties under the Donald
Trump administration after the
then US president authorised the
assassination of Iran’s foreign op-
erations chief General Qassem
Soleimani in a drone strike at
Baghdad airport in January 2020.
AFP

Pentagon chief visits Iraq nearly
20 years after US-led invasion

Iraq PM Mohammed Shia al-Sudani (right) meeting with US Defense

Secretary Lloyd Austin in Baghdad on Tuesday (AFP)

Damascus,  Syria - Israeli war-
planes struck Aleppo airport be-
fore dawn on Tuesday, causing
significant damage that halted
flights to and from Syria’s war-
and quake-battered second city,
the defence ministry said.

The airport has been a major
conduit for aid flights since a Feb-
ruary 6 earthquake devastated
swathes of southeastern Turkey
and neighbouring Syria, and they
too were brought to a stop, a
transport ministry official said.

“At exactly 2:07am (2307
GMT Monday), the Israeli enemy
carried out an air attack from the
Mediterranean west of Latakia
targeting Aleppo international
airport,” the defence ministry
said in a statement.

The damage forced authori-
ties to close the airport to all
flights, the ministry added. There
was no immediate word on any
casualties.

More than 80 aid flights have
landed in Aleppo over the past
month with relief supplies for
quake-hit areas, transport min-
istry official Suleiman Khalil told
AFP.

“It is no longer possible to re-
ceive aid flights until the damage
has been repaired,” he said,

adding that the strike had put the
runway out of service.

Aid deliveries have been di-
verted to Damascus and Latakia
airports, a ministry statement
said.

An Israeli military spokesper-
son declined to comment on the
reported strike.

Syria’s foreign ministry de-
cried a ‘double crime’, saying the
strike targeted ‘a civilian airport...
and one of the key channels for
the arrival of humanitarian aid’
for quake victims.

It marked the second Israeli
attack on government-held areas
since the devastating quake

struck Turkey and Syria, killing
more than 50,000 people in the
two countries.

On February 19, an Israeli
strike killed 15 people in a Dam-
ascus district housing state secu-
rity agencies.

Damascus ally Iran con-
demned the strike, calling it a
‘crime against humanity’.

“While the Syrian earthquake
victims in Aleppo are experienc-
ing difficult conditions, the Zion-
ist regime (Israel) is attacking
Aleppo airport,” foreign ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanani said in
a statement.
AFP

Israel strike knocks out airport
in Syria’s Aleppo, says ministry

A view of Aleppo International Airport in Syria (AFP)

Nabuls, Palestinian Territories
- Israeli troops on Tuesday
killed one Palestinian and
wounded several others in a
raid in Jenin, scene of frequent
clashes in the occupied West
Bank, the Palestinian health
ministry said.

Witnesses in the Jenin
refugee camp reported heavy
gunfire between fighters and
soldiers as the Israeli forces
surrounded a house.

Two witnesses said rockets
had been fired at the building
housing a group of fighters and
reported gunfire in the streets

of the northern West Bank
camp, the latest in a string of
fatal military operations in the
territory.

The Israeli army said ‘secu-
rity forces are currently operat-
ing in the Jenin camp’, but gave
no further details.

“Mohammad Wael Ghaz-
zawi, 26, was killed by occupa-
tion (Israeli) bullets to the
chest in Jenin,” the Palestinian
ministry said in a statement.

At least five other Palestini-
ans have been wounded, in-
cluding one with a serious
injury to the stomach, it added.

The raid comes amid a
surge in violence in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and specif-
ically in the West Bank, which
Israel has occupied since the
Six-Day War of 1967.

Since the start of the year,
the conflict has claimed the
lives of 66 Palestinian adults
and children, including fighters
and civilians. Thirteen Israeli
adults and children, including
members of the security forces
and civilians, and one Ukrainian
civilian have been killed over
the same period.
AFP

Israeli troops kill one in Jenin raid



10      MUSCAT dAIlY WEDNEsDay, MaRCH 08, 2023

world

Manila, Philippines - A 6.0-
magnitude earthquake
jolted the southern Philip-
pines on Tuesday, the US
Geological Survey said, but
there were no reports of ca-
sualties or major damage.

The shallow quake struck
at about 2pm (0600 GMT),
a few kilometres from
Maragusan municipality in
the mountainous gold-min-
ing province of Davao de
Oro on Mindanao island.

Shallow earthquakes
tend to cause more harm
than deeper ones, but local
authorities said there were
no reports of major damage.
Cherrylyn Dapiton of the
Maragusan disaster office
confirmed there had been a
landslide near a road, but it
had not affected anyone or
blocked traffic.

Photos on the local gov-
ernment's Facebook page
showed patients on beds or
in wheelchairs outside a
hospital after they were
evacuated from the facility.

The quake lasted about
30 seconds and was fol-
lowed by aftershocks, said
Corporal Stephanie Clemen,
with police in the city of
Tagum, about 40km (25
miles) from Maragusan.
AFP

Earthquake
rocks
southern
Philippines

Seoul,  South Korea - North
Korea warned on Tuesday that it
would be a ‘clear declaration of
war’ if its missiles were shot
down during their test launches
over the Pacific Ocean.

The United States and South
Korea have ramped up defence
cooperation, including joint
drills, in the face of growing
threats from nuclear-armed Py-
ongyang, which has conducted a
wave of banned weapons tests
in recent months.

North Korea has said its nu-
clear weapons and missile pro-
grammes are for self-defence,
and has bristled over US-South
Korea military exercises, de-
scribing them as rehearsals for

an invasion.
“It will be regarded as a clear

declaration of war against the
DPRK, in case such military re-
sponse as interception takes
place against our tests of strate-
gic weapons,” Kim Yo Jong,
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un’s powerful sister, said in a
statement, using North Korea’s
official name.

“The Pacific Ocean does not
belong to the dominium of the
U.S. or Japan.”

North Korea is ‘always on
standby to take appropriate,
quick and overwhelming action
at any time’, added her state-
ment, published by the official
Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA).
This month, the US and South

Korean militaries will hold their

largest joint drills in five years.
Ahead of those exercises,

named Freedom Shield and

scheduled for at least 10 days
starting March 13, the allies held
air drills this week featuring a nu-
clear-capable US B-52 heavy
bomber.

In a separate statement on
Tuesday, North Korea’s foreign
ministry accused the United
States of ‘intentionally’ ramping
up tensions.

“The recent joint air drill...
clearly shows that the US
scheme to use nuclear weapons
against the DPRK is being car-
ried forward at the level of an ac-
tual war,” it said in a statement
published by KCNA.

“We express deep regret over
the irresponsible and worrying
muscle-flexing of the US and

South Korea.’

‘Irreversible’
nuclear power 
Last year, Pyongyang declared
itself an ‘irreversible’ nuclear
power and fired a record-break-
ing number of missiles.

Kim Jong Un recently called
for an ‘exponential’ increase in
weapons production, including
tactical nukes.

North Korea has framed its
missile tests and military drills as
justified countermeasures fol-
lowing US-South Korea drills.

Last week, it called on the
United Nations to urge a halt to
these exercises, and reiterated
that its nuclear weapons en-

sured the balance of power in
the region.

South Korea is eager to reas-
sure its increasingly nervous
public about the US commit-
ment to so-called extended de-
terrence, where US military
assets, including nuclear
weapons, serve to prevent at-
tacks on allies.

Last month, a tabletop US-
South Korea exercise at the Pen-
tagon focused on responses to a
nuclear attack by North Korea.

Pyongyang responded to that
exercise by firing cruise missiles,
and claimed that ramped-up US-
South Korea drills ‘can be re-
garded as a declaration of war’.
AFP

North Korea warns US against intercepting missiles during tests

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (AFP)

Beijing,  China - The United
States is leading a ‘containment,
encirclement and suppression
of China’, President Xi Jinping
has said, as he urged his coun-
try’s private sector to boost in-
novation and become more
self-reliant.

China’s technology ambitions
have been hit with a raft of re-
strictions by the United States
and its Western allies, and Bei-
jing has doubled down on the
need to shift away from imports
for sectors perceived as vital to
national security, such as semi-
conductors and artificial intelli-
gence. Washington has in recent
months tightened sanctions on
Chinese chipmakers, citing na-
tional security concerns and the
risk of the technology being used
by China’s military.

In a rare direct criticism of the
US, Xi told industry leaders that
‘Western countries led by the
United States have implemented
all-round containment, encir-
clement and suppression of
China, which has brought un-
precedented severe challenges
to our country’s development’.

Xi, who will be granted a third
consecutive presidential term in
the coming days at the National
People’s Congress (NPC), said
the past five years had been rid-
dled with a new set of hurdles
that threatened to weigh down
China’s economic rise.

According to the state-run

Xinhua news agency, Xi said
China must ‘have the courage to
fight as the country faces pro-
found and complex changes in
both the domestic and interna-
tional landscape’, in the address
to delegates at the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Con-
ference  (CPPCC), which runs
alongside the NPC.

The 69-year-old said private
firms ‘should take the initiative to
pursue high-quality develop-

ment’, Xinhua reported late on
Monday.

Earlier this week Xi vowed to
bolster China’s manufacturing
capacity and said the country
should be able to fend for itself.

“I’ve always said there are two
critical areas for China: one is to
safeguard our rice bowl, and the
other is to build up a strong man-
ufacturing sector,” he said.

“As a great nation of 1.4bn
people, we must rely on our-

selves... We can’t depend on in-
ternational markets to save us.”

‘Not a threat’
China’s foreign minister Qin
Gang later reiterated the presi-
dent’s forceful language on US
‘containment’, calling American
competition ‘a zero-sum game of
life and death’. Urging Washing-
ton to ‘meet halfway’, Qin said
the two powers’ relationship
needed to be based on mutual

interests and friendship, rather
than ‘US domestic politics and
hysterical neo-McCarthyism’.

In a wide-ranging press con-
ference, former US ambassador
Qin dismissed warnings from
Western countries that China
may supply arms to Russia for its
war in Ukraine, saying it would
not accept ‘blame-shifting, sanc-
tions, suppression and threats’
targeting Beijing.

China last month released a

position paper outlining its
stance on the Ukraine conflict,
portraying itself as a neutral
party and urging the two sides to
enter peace negotiations.

Beijing’s claim to neutrality
has been questioned by the US
and other Ukrainian allies, with
Russia and China describing their
bilateral relationship as having
‘no limits’ just weeks before the
invasion. Qin said China was

‘neither a creator of the crisis nor
a party to it, and it has not pro-
vided weapons to any party’,
adding peace talks should start
‘as soon as possible’.

Beijing’s relationship with
Moscow is ‘not a threat to any
country in the world’, he said.

Qin also reiterated the official
line that China would ‘maintain
the option of taking all necessary
actions’ to reclaim Taiwan.
AFP

Xi slams US-led ‘suppression’
The Chinese president also urged his country’s private sector to boost innovation

China’s President Xi Jinping (left) speaks with National People’s Congress (NPC) Chairman Li Zhanshu during the second plenary session of the NPC at

the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Tuesday (AFP)

China must have
the courage to fight
as the country faces
profound and 
complex changes in
both the domestic
and international
landscape
XI JINPING

Seoul, South Korea - South Kore-
ans who were forced to work for
Japanese companies during
World War II on Tuesday de-
nounced Seoul’s new plan to
compensate them and end a his-
toric dispute with Tokyo as ‘dirty
money’.

Seoul announced plans on
Monday to pay the victims with
money taken from South Korean
companies that benefited from a
1965 reparations deal, in a bid to
break the ‘vicious cycle’ in its re-
lations with Tokyo.

Japan and the United States
immediately welcomed the plan,
which does not involve a fresh
apology and envisages only vol-
untary contributions from the
Japanese companies involved,
such as Mitsubishi and Nippon
Steel.

But victims’ groups said it fell
far short of their demand for a full
apology from Japan and direct
compensation from the compa-
nies involved.

“I am 95 years old and I don’t
know if I die today or tomorrow.
But never in my life have I felt so
distressed,”  Yang Geum-deok,
who worked at a Mitsubishi fac-
tory during the war, said at a rally

in Seoul.
“Even if I die of hunger, I would

not accept that dirty money,” she
yelled, waving a placard that
said: “Mitsubishi must apologise
and compensate!”

Seoul aims to resolve lingering
issues stemming from Japan’s
brutal 1910-45 occupation of the
Korean peninsula as it seeks
closer ties with Tokyo in the face
of growing threats from North
Korea.

Around 780,000 Koreans
were conscripted into forced
labour by Japan during the colo-
nial period, according to data
from Seoul.

That number does not include
Korean women forced into sex-
ual slavery by Japanese troops.

“It was the Japanese who
dragged us to Japan. Who do we
turn to demand an apology?”
said victim Kim Sung-joo at the
rally, which was also attended by

opposition politicians.
South Korea’s President Yoon

Suk Yeol defended the plan on
Tuesday, saying it was essential
‘for freedom, peace and prosper-
ity, not only bilaterally but glob-
ally’. The two countries restored
diplomatic ties with the signing
of the 1965 treaty, which in-
cluded a reparations package of
about US$800mn in grants and
cheap loans.
AFP

WWII forced labour victims lash out
at South Korea’s ‘dirty money’ plan

South Korean lawmakers and protesters hold placards during a rally denouncing South Korea’s plans to

compensate victims of Japan’s forced wartime labour, at the National Assembly in Seoul on Tuesday (AFP)

Jakarta,  Indonesia - Rescuers on
a remote Indonesian island were
searching on Tuesday for dozens
still missing after a landslide that
killed 15 people, a disaster official
said.

Poor weather and downed
communication lines have com-
plicated rescue efforts on the far-
flung island of Serasan, in the
Natuna region between Borneo
and peninsular Malaysia, home
to about 8,000 people.

Pictures provided by Natuna’s
communication and information
agency showed houses reduced
to rubble, with fallen trees and
torn roofs visible.

Body bags were lined up on
top of a blue tarpaulin as officials
gathered to pray for the victims.

Abdul Muhari, spokesman for
the national disaster mitigation
agency (BNPB), told local broad-
caster Metro TV that rescuers
had recovered 10 bodies at the
scene, while villagers put the
death toll at 15. “Six (bodies)
have been identified, while four
are still being identified,” he said.

Muhari said 42 people were
missing. Eight previously missing
people had been found alive,
though four remained in critical

condition. Rescuers were focus-
ing their efforts along a stretch of
road near a cliff where dozens of
houses were reportedly buried
by the landslide, Muhari said.

“Along this road, there are
around 30 houses that were
buried. This is our focal point of
the search,” he said.

Muhari added that the agency
was sending food and tents, as
well as satellite communication
equipment and two helicopters
in a bid to establish communica-
tion lines and speed up aid.

Indonesia is prone to land-
slides during the rainy season,
aggravated in some places by
deforestation, and prolonged tor-

rential rain has caused flooding in
different areas of the archipelago
nation. Experts say the country’s
weather-related disasters are
likely being made worse by cli-
mate change.

Floods further south in Banjar
district, in the Indonesian part of
Borneo, have inundated more
than 17,000 houses and dis-
rupted lives for a month.

Neighbouring Malaysia has
also been hit with torrential rains
and vast floods. At least four
people have died and nearly
41,000 were evacuated last
week in several states of the
country.
AFP

Rescuers search for missing 
after deadly Indonesia landslide

A rescue team inspecting damages and searching for victims following

landslides in Natuna islands on Tuesday (AFP)



Ahmedabad, India - Stand-in
captain Steve Smith is looking
forward to a new “game of chess”
against India as Australia aim to
square the series on another spin
minefield when the final Test be-
gins in Ahmedabad on Thursday.

India were chastened by a rare
home defeat in the third Test last
week and are looking to bounce
back to take the series 3-1, and
with it secure their berth in the
ICC World Test Championship
final at the Oval in June.

Australia clinched their place
in the showpiece with their nine-
wicket third Test win, completed
before lunch on the third day on
a treacherous Indore track.

Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins has remained at home be-
cause of a family illness, leaving
his deputy Smith with another
chance to pit his wits against
India in the subcontinent, some-
thing he clearly relishes.

“It’s a game of chess, every ball
means something,” said Smith
after the Indore victory, which fol-
lowed India’s wins in Nagpur and
Delhi. “It’s good to just move peo-
ple and try to make the batter do
something different and just play
games with them,” Smith said
after the Indore triumph.

“It’s probably my favourite
place in the world to captain.”

India and Australia’s prime
ministers are scheduled to attend

on Thursday where another
sharply turning wicket is ex-
pected at the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium, the world’s largest cricket
ground with a capacity of
132,000.

Joe Root’s England were
thrashed there twice two years
ago, including inside two days in

a day-night game, the shortest
completed Test since 1935.

‘Too much’ pitch talk 
Despite the local Gujarat Cricket
Association’s assurances of a
“normal pitch”, both sides are
again expected to pick three spin-
ners, though India may opt for the

wrist-spin of Kuldeep Yadav in-
stead of Axar Patel, who has
taken only one wicket in the se-
ries. India may also strengthen
their batting by dropping a seam
bowler and bringing in the explo-
sive Suryakumar Yadav.

Australia’s spinners Nathan
Lyon and Matthew Kuhnemann
took full advantage of an Indore
pitch officially rated as “poor” by
the match referee to give Aus-
tralia only their second Test vic-
tory on Indian soil since 2004.

Kuhnemann took five wickets
and Lyon three as India were
rolled for 109 in their first innings
after opting to bat. Lyon ripped
through with 8-64 as India made

163 in their second innings, be-
fore Travis Head and Marnus
Labuschagne chased down the
76-run target with ease.

India captain Rohit Sharma
said he was fed up with the con-
stant focus on the playing sur-
faces and wanted to focus
instead on some exceptional
bowling performances.

“This pitch talk is getting too
much,” he said after the Indore
Test. “Every time we play in India
it’s always about the pitch.

“Out of the 10 wickets maybe
one or two where the pitch did
help the bowler, but other than
that it was the skill of the bowler
that foxed the batsman”.
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‘GAME OF CHESS’
Muscat - Oman Cricket (OC)
Chairman Pankaj Khimji’s
stature as one of the leading
cricket administrators contin-
ues to grow at the global level.

Less than a year since he
became the first Omani to be
elected as Associate Member
Director of the International
Cricket Council (ICC), the
world cricket governing body,
Khimji has now been named in
two ICC committees and one
ICC working group.

The appointment in three
ICC panels underlines Khimji’s
growing influence on the world
stage, and the Omani cricket
boss is humbled by the recog-
nition. 

“I am extremely honoured
by the appointments made by
the ICC, and I hope to serve the
different committees to the
best of my abilities,” said
Khimji.

Khimji, who is also the vice-
chairman of the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC), has been
named as a member of the ICC
Development Committee. The
committee is chaired by Imran
Khwaja of Singapore and com-
prises 12 members.

The Omani cricket adminis-
trator, who serves as advisor
for foreign trade and interna-
tional cooperation at the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion
(MOCIIP), has also been ap-
pointed to the eight-member
HR and Remuneration Com-

mittee of the ICC. This com-
mittee is chaired by West In-
dies’ Richard Skerritt.

Besides the two ICC com-
mittees, Khimji has also been
named as a member of the ICC
Governance Working Group,
the third ICC panel in which he
has been entrusted to play a
key role. 

“I hope my 30-40 years of
corporate experience will help
me in contributing positively to
the ICC. There will be useful
experiences in the time to
come for me. Working with
people who have some fantas-
tic understanding of these
committees will be a good
learning experience for me ini-
tially.”

Oman Cricket
chairman Khimji
named in ICC
committees

Chittagong, Bangladesh - Cap-
tain Jos Buttler warned his Eng-
land side they have “areas to
improve” ahead of their one-day
World Cup defence after failing
to seal a series clean sweep in
Bangladesh.

England lost the third and final
one-day international against
Bangladesh in Chittagong on
Monday by 50 runs, although the
tourists had already secured the
series.

With an eye on the World Cup
later this year in India - where
conditions will be similar to

Bangladesh - Buttler changed his
England side for the final match.

Sam Curran was promoted to
number five in the batting order,
scoring 23 off 49 balls, and the
18-year-old leg-spinner Rehan
Ahmed made his ODI debut.

The game was England’s last
scheduled 50-over match until
September 8.

“I think we played some really
good cricket throughout the se-
ries and I’ve spoken a lot about
these being great conditions for
us to challenge ourselves in,”
Buttler said.

Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.
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
   
 

   

   
    

















 

        

    

     

  

   

 

 



       

  





    

 



 





















England’s Buttler sees room for improvement
ahead of one-day World Cup defence 

England's captain Jos Buttler (R) speaks with teammate Moeen Ali during

their third ODI against Bangladesh on Monday (AFP)

Out of the 10 wickets maybe 
one or two where the pitch did 
help the bowler, but other than 
that it was the skill of the bowler
that foxed the batsman
ROHIT SHARMA 

I am 
extremely 
honoured by
the appoint-
ments made
by the ICC
PANKAJ KHIMJI

Christchurch, New Zealand -
New Zealand will take momen-
tum from their dramatic one-run
win over England into this week’s
first Test against Sri Lanka, who
could reach the ICC World Test
Championship final with a 2-0
series sweep.

Tim Southee’s hosts became
just the fourth team to win a Test
after following on as they se-
cured a draw in the two-match
series against England.

Kane Williamson, who be-
came New Zealand’s record run-
scorer in the thrilling Wellington

win, said it was vital to kick on
after the Black Caps ended a
seven-Test winless run.

“It’s been a long time for us to
get over the line,” former skipper
Williamson said ahead of the
first Test against Sri Lanka start-
ing on Thursday in Christchurch.

“We haven’t had the results
we would’ve liked, despite put-
ting the work in, so it’s nice to get
those rewards.

“It’s an important series for us
now as we are looking to im-
prove and we’re focused in trying
to put out better performances.”

Sri Lanka have only won two
Tests of the 19 they have played
in New Zealand.

New Zealand stand in way of Sri
Lanka’s world Test final quest

Kane Williamson 



London, United Kingdom - Anto-
nio Conte's uncertain future
threatens to ruin Tottenham's
spluttering season as the Italian
returns to the bench for Wednes-
day's decisive Champions League
showdown against AC Milan.

Conte is set to be back in
charge of Tottenham after miss-
ing the last four games as he re-
covered from gallbladder surgery.

Watching on television back
home in Italy while remaining in
contact with his assistant Cristian
Stellini, Conte saw Tottenham
endure a choppy period that en-
capsulated the club's inconsis-
tent form throughout his reign.

A pair of 2-0 wins against
West Ham and Chelsea sug-
gested Tottenham were on
course to clinch a top four place
in the Premier League with a
flourish.

But that optimism was punc-
tured by a dismal 1-0 loss at sec-
ond tier Sheffield United in the FA
Cup fifth round and another drab
league defeat by the same score
at Wolves on Saturday.

Conte has walked back into
Tottenham's plush training com-
plex this week to find a club not
exactly in crisis - they still sit
fourth in the Premier League for
now - but once again drifting
seemingly without direction to-
wards an anti-climactic end to
the season. The north Londoners
haven't won a major trophy since
2008 and even a manager of
Conte's pedigree has been unable
to break the drought.

While Jurgen Klopp memo-
rably referred to his Liverpool
players as "mentality monsters"

during the peak of their success
under the German, Tottenham's

often limp response to pressure
has made them look more like

"mentality midgets".
Conte has portrayed Totten-

ham's problems as beyond his
control, subtlely hinting at frus-
tration with the transfer policy of
chairman Daniel Levy without
completely condemning him in
public.

But the 53-year-old is taking
his share of the blame from Tot-
tenham fans, who have grown
tired of his conservative tactics

and questionable substitutions.
Stellini's run of three succes-

sive wins prior to the FA Cup de-
feat made some Tottenham
devotees wonder what the future
would look like without Conte.

The former title winner at
Chelsea, Inter Milan and Juventus
has yet to sign an extension to a
contract that expires at the end of
this season and would surely be
in demand from Serie A clubs if

he was available.
Even if Tottenham finish in the

top four to guarantee a return to
the Champions League, it would
be little surprise if Conte and Levy
decided a parting of the ways was
the only option in May.

Against that troubled back-
drop, Tottenham host Milan in
the last 16 second leg looking to
overturn a 1-0 deficit from the
first meeting at the San Siro.
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Paris, France - Yann Karamoh
tiptoed past four Bologna de-
fenders and poked the ball into
the net to give Torino a 1-0 vic-
tory on Monday in the last Serie
A game of the weekend.

In the evening's early match
Nedim Bajrami crashed in a half
volley in added time to crush a
Cremonese comeback and give
Sassuolo a 3-2 victory.

In Turin, Karamoh conjured a
moment of magic in the 22nd
minute of a dour game.

Forward Antonio Sanabria laid
the ball back to Karamoh just in-
side the area.

The Franco-Ivorian side-
stepped a first tackle, leaving the
defender on the ground,
squeezed between two more de-
fenders and, as a fourth defender
lunged, scuffed the ball into the
corner of the goal from the edge
of the six-yard box.

The victory lifted Torino to
ninth a point and place behind
Bologna.

In Sassuolo, the home team
took the lead when Armand Lau-
riente whipped a free kick over
the wall and under the bar in the
22nd minute.

The French winger's backheel

set up Davide Frattesi to double
the lead after 41 minutes.

Cremonese, who gained their
first league victory of the season
in the previous round, responded
as half-time substitute Cyriel
Dressers scored twice.

In the 62nd minute Nigeria's
Dressers intercepted a bad pass
and flipped the ball past goalie
Andrea Consigli.

With seven minutes left,
Dressers skipped round Consigli
to level. Cremonese seemed on
course for only their 13th point of
the season.
AFP

Karamoh's moment of brilliance
gives Torino win against Bologna

Yann Karamoh has had plenty to celebrate this season 

SPLUTTERING SPURS
Tottenham face uncertain future despite Conte return for AC Milan clash

Milan's season
in balance
ahead of 
showdown with
Tottenham
Milan, Italy - AC Milan head
to Tottenham Hotspur with
a slender lead to protect and
their season once again in
the balance following a
damaging defeat at the
weekend. Stefano Pioli's
side are a goal in front be-
fore Wednesday's last 16,
second leg clash in London,
Brahim Diaz's goal separat-
ing the two sides in the
scrappy first encounter at
the San Siro.

The seven-time Euro-
pean champions were com-
pletely outplayed in their 2-1
loss at Fiorentina, a mid-
table team who before Sat-
urday had not beaten
anyone in the top half of
Serie A this season.

That defeat, and Roma's
win over Juventus on Sun-
day, left Milan outside Italy's
top four on goal difference
and with a rediscovered de-
fensive solidity suddenly
punctured.

Pioli insisted that his
players weren't distracted
by the importance of
Wednesday's match but
they were a shadow of the
team which comfortably
beat Atalanta last weekend.

Milan had gone into Sat-
urday's match on a run of
four wins - including the first
leg against Spurs - in which
they hadn't conceded a sin-
gle goal. But the remodelled
three-man defence fell apart
in Florence, with Fikayo To-
mori in particular having a
dreadful night.

London, United Kingdom - Ivan
Toney extended his hot-streak as
the Brentford striker's 15th Pre-
mier League goal this season
helped clinch a 3-2 win over west
London rivals Fulham on Mon-
day.

Toney has shown no signs of
being distracted since he was
charged with 262 breaches, dat-
ing back to 2017, of the Football
Association's gambling laws.

The 26-year-old recently crit-
icised the FA in an Instagram
post over what he alledges are
lapses of confidentiality as he
prepares to argue his case.

But Toney has kept his focus
on the pitch and his penalty at
the Community Stadium made it
eight goals in his last 10 games.

Only Manchester City's Erling
Haaland and Tottenham's Harry
Kane have scored more than
Toney's tally in the league this
term.

Toney's 15th goal put Brent-
ford back in front after Fulham's
Manor Solomon had cancelled
out Ethan Pinnock's opener.

Mathias Jensen netted late on
and Carlos Vinicius's stoppage-
time strike was no consolation
for Fulham as Brentford ex-
tended their unbeaten league run

to 12 matches.
Brentford, undefeated in the

league in 2023, sit ninth, just one
point behind seventh placed Ful-
ham in the race to qualify for Eu-
ropean competition.

Toney has scored 27 of his 28
career spot-kicks, with his only
miss coming while playing for
Peterborough in 2018.

"Ivan is the best penalty taker
in the world for a few reasons, his
strategy, he practices it and he is
very cool," Brentford boss
Thomas Frank said.

"He is a special footballer. His

character is unique in terms of
leadership and driving his team.

"His link-up play and the way
he sees his team-mates in terms
of combinations and then his
ability to score goals. He is an all-
around player."

Given the genteel west Lon-
don districts that Brentford and
Fulham call home, their encoun-
ters will never rank among foot-
ball's most explosive derbies.

Before 2014, the neighbours
had never even met above the
third tier of English football.
AFP

Toney strikes as Brentford
beat London rivals Fulham

Brentford's English striker Ivan Toney scores against Fulham from the

penalty spot during their English Premier League match 

Osimhen 
targets title
with Napoli,
then Premier
League move
Rome, Italy - Serie A top goal-
scorer Victor Osimhen said on
Monday he dreams of playing in
the English Premier League.

The Nigeria striker, who was
in Rome to collect the award for
foreign athlete of the year in Italy
from the foreign press associa-
tion, said he wanted to deliver a
league title to the Napoli fans but
he was also looking further
ahead.

"A lot of people worldwide
consider the Premier league as
the best and strongest league,"
said the 24-year-old.

"I'm in one the best league of
the world, which is the Italian
Serie A.

"Of course I'm working so
hard to make sure that I achieve
my dream of playing in Premier
League someday, but it's a
process and I just want to keep
on this momentum."

Osimhen joined Napoli in
2020 from Lille.

He has 19 league goals this
season as Napoli have built a 15-
point lead as they chase a first
title since the days of Diego
Maradona.
AFP

Conte has portrayed Tottenham's
problems as beyond his control, 
subtlely hinting at frustration with
the transfer policy of chairman
Daniel Levy without completely 
condemning him in public

Tottenham Hotspur captain Harry Kane looks disappointed during their English Premier League match against Wolves on Saturday (AFP)



Paris, France - Kylian Mbappe
heads to Munich fresh from a
record-breaking weekend with
Paris Saint-Germain and deter-
mined to lead the French giants
past Bayern and into the quarter-
finals of the Champions League.

PSG trail 1-0 from the first leg
of the heavyweight last-16 tie,
after injury reduced Mbappe to a
cameo appearance off the bench
in that match last month.

Yet the 24-year-old France
superstar did enough in his short

time on the pitch then – including
having a goal disallowed for a
marginal offside – to make it
clear that he can swing the tie
the Parisians’ way.

Since that game, the Ligue 1
leaders have recovered from a
worrying slump in form to claim
three straight domestic wins,
scoring 11 goals in the process.

Mbappe has netted five of
them, including one in Saturday’s
4-2 win over Nantes that saw
him overtake Edinson Cavani and

become PSG’s all-time top
scorer, five and a half years after
signing from Monaco in 2017.

The player who in December
became the first to score a hat-
trick in a World Cup final since
Geoff Hurst in 1966, boasts the
remarkable record of 201 goals
from 247 games in a PSG shirt.

‘Leave a mark’ 
“Every player plays to leave a
mark and so that his name goes
down in football history, to not

be forgotten. I think with this
record that people will remem-
ber me here,” Mbappe said after
being awarded a trophy by PSG
in a lavish on-field presentation
before an adoring crowd.

Mbappe has 30 goals in 30
games for his club this season
and has a strong claim to be the
best player in the world right
now, even if Lionel Messi re-
cently pipped him to win The
Best FIFA men’s player award.

Messi, with 18 goals himself

for PSG this season, is mainly
there to serve Mbappe in
Christophe Galtier’s side, for
whom the absence of Neymar
due to injury in Munich - and for
several more months - may not
matter.

Going out of the Champions
League in the first knockout
round for what would be the fifth
time in seven seasons really
would matter for PSG and their
Qatari owners, however.
AFP
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Paris, France - Neymar promised
to “come back stronger” after
Paris Saint-Germain said on
Monday the forward requires
ankle surgery and will be out of
action for three to four months.

The Brazilian, who injured his
ankle on February 19 against Lille
in Ligue 1, “has had several
episodes of instability in his right
ankle in recent years,” said the
club, adding that its medical staff
“recommended a ligament repair
operation to avoid a major risk of
recurrence”. Neymar tweeted he
would not be discouraged by his
latest injury.

“I’ll come back stronger,” he
wrote with a praying hands emoji.

Qatar-owned PSG said Ney-
mar would go under the knife in
Doha “in the next few days” and
said it would take “three to four
months before he can return to
training with the team”.

That would appear to end any
prospect of Neymar playing again
this season, with the Ligue 1 sea-
son due to end on June 3 and the
Champions League final, if PSG
were to get there, a week later in
Istanbul.

PSG, still waiting for a maiden
Champions League title, will bid
to overturn a 1-0 first-leg deficit
in the last 16 against Bayern Mu-
nich in Germany on Wednesday.

Neymar, who has scored 18
goals in all competitions for his
club this season, was in fine form
for the French champions before
the World Cup break.

But the 31-year-old has netted
only three times in nine appear-
ances since returning from Qatar,
where he injured the same ankle
playing for Brazil.

He came off with a sprain in
his country’s 2-0 win over Serbia
in their opening game and didn’t
play again in the group stage.

The ex-Barcelona man re-
turned in the knockout rounds
but Brazil lost to Croatia on
penalties in the quarter-finals, de-
spite Neymar putting them ahead
in extra time in that game.

He has had injury problems at
World Cups before.

In 2014, he suffered a broken
vertebra in the quarterfinals
against Colombia and missed the
semi-final, which Brazil lost 7-1.
AFP

Bayern Munich players celebrate after their win against Stuttgart on Saturday (AFP)

Paris, France - UEFA said Tues-
day it will reimburse all Liver-
pool supporters who attended
last year’s chaos-hit Champi-
ons League final between the
English club and Real Madrid at
the Stade de France in Paris.

Heavily criticised in an inde-
pendent report published last
month for organisational fail-
ures which “almost led to dis-
aster”, European football’s
governing body said its refund
scheme would cover the entire
Liverpool allocation of nearly
20,000, as well as supporters
of Real and other spectators
affected by the trouble outside
the stadium.

“Refunds will be available to
all fans... where the most diffi-
cult circumstances were re-
ported,” UEFA said, adding that
all ticket-holders who did not
enter the stadium by the origi-

nally scheduled kick-off time,
or could not get in at all, would
also receive a refund. “Given
these criteria, the special re-
fund scheme covers all of the
Liverpool FC ticket allocation
for the final, i.e. 19,618 tickets.”

Real’s 1-0 win at France’s
national stadium on May 28
was overshadowed by events
outside, with the kick-off de-
layed by 37 minutes as fans
struggled to access the sta-
dium after police funnelled
them into overcrowded bottle-
necks as they approached.

Police then fired tear gas to-
wards thousands of supporters
locked behind metal fences on
the perimeter to the stadium.

UEFA tried to pin the blame
on Liverpool fans arriving late
despite thousands having
been held for hours outside the
stadium before kick-off.

Berlin, Germany - Bayern Mu-
nich host Paris Saint-Germain on
Wednesday with the stage set
for star turns from their 2022-23
additions Sadio Mane and
Matthijs de Ligt.

With Bayern having won ten
league titles in succession, the
two big-name summer recruits
were brought to Munich mainly
with European nights in mind.

Bayern return to the Allianz
Arena with a 1-0 advantage after
former PSG forward Kingsley
Coman’s second-half goal at the

Parc des Princes in the first leg,
the same scoreline and
goalscorer of their 2019-20
Champions League final win.

Bayern need only to avoid de-
feat to ensure passage to the
quarter finals.

But just as it is for PSG boss
Christophe Galtier, Bayern man-
ager Julian Nagelsmann is well
aware that elimination will leave
a burn that domestic results will
not be able to cleanse.

Nagelsmann said as much
after his side’s tighter-than-

hoped win at Stuttgart on Satur-
day, saying he hoped it was not
the “result” but “the manner and
style of our game (against PSG)
is how the season will be seen.”

Early European exits are not to
be tolerated in the Bavarian cap-
ital, regardless of the quality of
their opposition. Only once have
Bayern been knocked out before
reaching the quarter finals in the
past ten years, a decade in which
they have lifted the European
Cup twice.
AFP

Paris Saint-Germain's Neymar gets injured after a contact with Lille's

Benjamin Andre In this file photo (AFP)

PSG’s Neymar will
‘come back stronger’
from ankle surgery

Paris Saint-Germain's Kylian Mbappe scores in the French Ligue 1 match against Nantes in Paris on Saturday (AFP)

‘Clear aim of qualifying’
Record-breaking Mbappe determined to carry PSG past Bayern

UEFA to reimburse 
Liverpool fans who 
attended Champions
League final in Paris

PSG clash the true test for Bayern’s
Champions League recruits





Hospitality (Luxury)
Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel

Hospitals
NMC Hospital

Hypermarkets
Carrefour 

Insurance (Islamic Insurance)
Takaful Oman Insurance

Investment & Brokerage Companies
United Securities

ITC (Integrated Tourism Complex)
Al Mouj Muscat 

Jewellery
Malabar Gold & Diamonds

Malls
Mall of Oman

Mobile Phone
Honor (MHD ITICS)

Money Exchange
Modern Exchange

Office Equipment
Konica Minolta (MHD ITICS)

Omani Brand (B2B)
Galfar Engineering & Contracting SAOG

Omani Brand (B2C)
Dahabi (Oman Flour Mills) 

Pharmaceuticals
Muscat Pharmacy & Stores LLC

Polyclinics
Lama Polyclinic

Public Transport
O Taxi

Real Estate (Developers)
Al Nama Real Estate

Supermarkets
Noor Shopping

Telecom
Ooredoo

Trucks
Foton (Suhail Bahwan Automobiles LLC)

Tyres
Dunlop (Hamdan Trading Group LLC)

Home Delivery (Food & Essential Items)
Talabat

Household Electronics (White goods)
Akai (MHD ITICS)

Insurance Company
National Life & General Insurance Company

Lubricants
HELIX (Shell Oman)

NBFC (Non Banking, Finance Companies)
Al Omaniya Financial Services

Paints
Jotun Paints

Pulses & Spices
Shahi Foods & Spices

Travels & Tourism Agencies
Travel Point
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Air Conditioners  General

Airlines  SalamAir

Apparels  Max

Automotive (4WD)  MG (MHD ACERE)

Automotive (Luxury)  Mercedes-Benz

Automotive (Sedan)  MG (MHD ACERE)

Automotive (Super Luxury)  Lamborghini (Fairtrade Auto Services)

Bank (Local Bank)  Bank Muscat 

Bank (Islamic Banking)  Meethaq (Bank Muscat) 

Bathroom Fittings & Accessories  ROCA 

Beverages (Juices)  Top Fruits (Oman Refreshment Co)

Beverages (Soft drinks)  Mountain Dew (Oman Refreshment Co)

Cosmetics & Dermatology  EMC

Dairy Product  Mazoon Dairy

Dental clinic  Wassan Specialty Dental Center

Drinking Water  Oman Oasis

Eye Centre  Muscat Eye Laser Center

Facilities Management  OIG (Oman International Group)

Food Products  Minara (Areej Vegetable Oils & Derivatives)

Fuel Station  Shell Oman

Home Delivery (Food & Essential Items)  Talabat

Hospitality (Luxury)  Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel

Hospitals  NMC Hospital

Household Electronics (White goods)  Akai (MHD ITICS)

Hypermarkets  Carrefour 

Insurance (Islamic Insurance)  Takaful Oman Insurance

Insurance Company  National Life & General Insurance Co

Investment & Brokerage Companies  United Securites

ITC (Integrated Tourism Complex)  Al Mouj Muscat 

Jewellery  Malabar Gold & Diamonds

Lubricants  HELIX (Shell Oman)

Malls  Mall of Oman

Meat  Muscat Livestock (MLS)

Mobile Phone  Honor (MHD ITICS)

Money Exchange  Modern Exchange

Non Banking, Finance companies  Al Omaniya Financial Services

Office Equipment  Konica Minolta (MHD ITICS)

Omani Brand (B2B)  Galfar Engineering & Contracting 

Omani Brand (B2C)  Dahabi (Oman Flour Mills)

Paints  Jotun Paints

Pharmaceuticals  Muscat Pharmacy & Stores

Polyclinics  Lama Polyclinic

Poultry Products A'Saffa Foods

Public Transport  O Taxi

Pulses & Spices  Shahi Foods & Spices

Real Estate (Developers)  Al Nama Real Estate

Real Estate (Property Managemet)  Tibiaan Properties

Supermarkets  Noor Shopping

Telecom  Ooredoo

Tiles & Marbles  Al Maha Ceramics

Travels & Tourism Agencies  Travel Point

Trucks  Foton (Suhail Bahwan Automobiles)

Tyres  Dunlop (Hamdan Trading Group)
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We are very honoured to receive this
award as the most trusted brand in
Oman and we would wish to 
continue keeping the trust which we
have earned from consumers. We
have won this award for the second
time and I would also like to thank
our staff and customers for choosing
us - they had a choice and they
chose us. Maintaining availability of
high quality products in our 
neighbourhood stores is our USP
and we will strive to maintain this.
anuraG KuMar
Commercial head, Noor Shopping

Winning the award for the most
trusted brand in Islamic Insurance
is a tremendous achievement for
our company. It is a testament to
the trust and confidence our 
customers have in us, and 
reinforces our commitment to 
providing ethical and Shariah-
compliant insurance solutions. 
This award will further enhance
our reputation in the market and
help us to attract more customers.
Our brand's core values of 
honesty, transparency, and 
customer focus have resonated
with our customers and 
contributed to our success.
neelMani BharDwaj
CEO, Takaful Oman Insurance

It is an esteemed honour to
receive the accolade for Oman's
most trusted online food delivery
and Q-commerce platform. At
Talabat Oman, we consistently
strive to offer our customers a
seamless experience. This 
recognition is a testament to 
our unwavering dedication to
fostering a strong relationship
with our customers over the last
decade. It serves as a motivation
for us to further our efforts to 
enhance our offerings and 
expand our ecosystem, ensuring
that we continue to support our
customers in every possible way.
MohaMeD zouroB
Managing director, Talabat

We have received this award for 
the first time and we would like to
thank Apex Media and people in
Oman who have put their trust in
us – nationals as well as 
residents. We would also  like 
to thank all our staff whose 
excellent service has won us this
award and we would want to 
continue winning the hearts of
people in Oman. For us, good 
service is of utmost importance,
and we aways put our patients first.
Dr j raManna
General manager, NMC

We started dealing with this
brand in 2019 but Foton has al-
ready sold 10 million vehicles
worldwide. Our trucks have been
widely tested and well received in
Oman and it is being used by all
segments – from retail customers
like fishermen to logistics com-
panies and transportation com-
panies. It is a high quality truck
which people can rely on. We
have five service centres across
Oman and our primary focus is to
enhance our after sales service
and spare parts availability.
KarthiK M G
Head-marketing, Foton – Bahwan Inter-
national Group

Winning the award for Oman's
Most Trusted Dental Clinic for 
the fifth time is an amazing 
accomplishment. It shows that
our clinic is dedicated to giving
our patients the best dental care
possible and that we hold 
ourselves to the highest 
standards of professionalism 
and patient care. We think our
customers voted for us because
we've been leaders in dental care
in Oman for over 20 years. 
Dr Siju GeorGe
Founder, Wassan Specialty Dental Center

“We have been voted as the most
trusted brand as we have always
delivered top quality products at
competitive prices, and paid 
dividend for every single year since
our inception. We have best 
quality assets and our company
has created great value for all
stakeholders. This consistency and
sustainability are two hallmarks of
Al Omaniya Financial Services that
have won the trust and confidence
of all our stakeholders.
aftaB Patel
CEO of Al Omaniya Financial Services

It is good to know that we are
among Oman's most trusted
brands and I appreciate Apex
Media's efforts in this regard.
This award is a testimony to the
trust we have earned among our
customers – something which we
have built over the years. It is
also, not a sign of the technology
and innovation that our company
has, but of the shared values that
we have, in terms of our partner-
ship with our stakeholders.
Burair al lawati
GM-Strategy, Shell Oman Marketing Co

This award is a testament from
customers who have trusted in 
our brand. This came through
consistency that has been 
practised and deployed year in and
year out. We have won this award
for the third year in a row and that
shows our commitment to quality,
consistency, collaboration and
creativity, as a result of which we
are the most trusted brand. It also
means our journey does not end
with this award.
Sunil D'Souza
CEO of Travel Point


