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HM CONGRATULATES UAE PRESIDE?

bi

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haith
Tarik has sent a cable of congratulatio

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Na.hii:
President of the UAE on the new leadershif
appointments in UAE and Abu Dhabi. In the
cable, His Majesty the Sultan expressed his
sincere congratulations and best wishes of

good health, happiness and alonglife to UAE

President, praying to Allah the Almighty
to achieve aspirations of progress and

prosperity for the UAE people under Sheikh

Mohammed’s wise leadership. — oNA
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Bank Muscat. Better Everyday.

S&P revises Oman's
outlook to positive

MUSCAT: S&P Global Ratings
revised Oman’s outlook to posi-
tive and affirmed its ratings at
‘BB, in light of improving fiscal
performance.

The agency said in its credit
rating report on the Sultanate of
Oman issued on Saturday, that
the revised outlook came as a
result of the reform measures
undertaken by the government
of'the Sultanate of Oman in the fi-
nancial and economic areas that
may contribute to strengthening
Oman’s fiscal position in a bet-
ter way than the agency expects,
adding a greater degree of resil-
ience of the national economy
against oil price shocks.

The agency pointed out that
the government’s efforts to im-
prove fiscal performance and
policies supporting economic
growth were reflected signifi-
cantly in reducing public debt.
It also highlighted the strong
growth witnessed by the nominal
GDP and the decline in total debt
to GDP from more than 60 per-
cent in 2021 to about 40 percent
in 2022.

The agency added that the
Sultanate of Oman is deter-
mined to continue improving
its fiscal position, which will en-
hance its resilience against oil
prices volatility.

The agency expects that the
public debt will decrease to about
OMR16.5 billion, or 37 percent
of GDP, by the end of 2023. It
pointed out that the decline in the

public debt and posting financial
surplus during the years 2023
and 2024 will lead to an increase
in the fiscal space of the Sultan-
ate of Oman.

In its report, the agency said
that the government managed to
rationalise public spending dur-
ing 2022, despite the increase
in oil revenues, as a result of the
government’s continued efforts
to control public expenditure.

The agency also expects the
growth of GDP (at constant pric-
es) at an average rate of about 2.5
percent during the period 2023-
2026. It also expects that the
average growth of non-oil sector
will reach about 3.5 percent dur-
ing the period 2025-2026.

In the report, the agency point-
ed out that the average price of
Brent crude is expected to reach
$90 per barrel in 2023, $80 per
barrel in 2024, and $55 per barrel
in2025. >A3

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Muscat Municipality’s ‘green drive’ bears fruit

cover of 2,730,446 square metres in the Muscat Governorate and

1 The ‘green drive’ by Muscat Municipality has led to a total green

setting up of a total of 137 parks with public facilities for the people.
Muscat Municipality is keen to provide people-friendly parks and
walkways and it is already in the process of building more walkways
around major residential neighbourhoods. >A2

Russia takes over
UNSC's presidency

Russia took on the
2 presidency of the UN

Security Council (UNSC)
on Saturday. A day earlier, the
Kremlin said Russia plans to
exercise all the rights afforded by
the role. Meanwhile, the United
States urged Russia to “conduct
itself professionally” while
holding the position. >A6
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Oman’s oil production
exceeds 49mn barrels

The Sultanate of Oman’s
3 crude oil production

increased by 2.9 percent
and reached 49.39 million barrels
atthe end of February compared
to the same period in 2022,
according to the preliminary
statistical data of the National
Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI). >B1

government focusing

more on freight services

PROJEGTS IN
MUSANDAM

New airport, a university, launch of sea taxis

among major plans in the northern governorate

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman’s focus on the Musandam
governorate as part of Oman Vi-
sion 2040 has already witnessed
development projects kick-start-
ed and with the progress gath-
ering pace, the governorate will
be one of the major destinations
for tourism and investments.

The strategic location of the
governorate of Musandam, which
overlooks the Strait of Hormuz,
with its islands and bays makes it
unique compared to the rest of the
Sultanate’s governorates.

The governorate receives great
attention from His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik, who is-
sued Royal Directives in 2021 to

focus on the development of the
governorate to make it a hub for
local and international investors.

Speaking at a recently-held fo-
rum, organised by the Journalists
Committee in Musandam under
the auspices of the Oman Journal-
ists’ Association, Sayyid Ibrahim
bin Saeed Al Busaidi, Governor
of Musandam, said: “Musandam
is aland of opportunities. A lot of
development projects have been
launched in the past couple of
years and we hope the aspirations
and the ambitions of the local
people will be fulfilled.

“At present, the major projects
include the construction of a new
airport at Khasab, a university
(campus of University of Tech-
nology and Applied Sciences) and

launch of sea taxis in the Musan-
dam peninsula.”

Al Busaidi said: “The location
of the airport and the prelimi-
nary design has been approved.
The site and the road leading to
the airport was selected from 39
options.” The Musandam Gover-
nor added: “Plans are underway
to launch a mobile app for use of
taxis in Musandam as people pre-
fer to use their own cars as taxis.
We have invited companies to
operate this application.”

There are also major road pro-
jects underway with plans to de-
velop the picturesque route con-
necting Kumzar village and Khor
Najd that has been undertaken
by the Ministry of Defence. The
road will bring a lot of relief to
people of Kumzar village. He said
that expansion of Kumzar port is
being studied by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Wa-
ter Resources, and the project,
which is likely to cost OMR16
million, was not included in the
current five-year plan.

Al Busaidi said that plans are

afoot to develop khors (rocky in-
lets) and coastline around Khasab.
Musandam is dotted with plenty
of khors and the government is
keen to develop these places to
attract tourists with a waterfront
set to come up.

On the operation of ferry ser-
vices, Al Busaidi said that “at pre-
sent ferries operate between Shi-
nas and Khasab, Shinas and Dibba
and Shinas and Lima via Dibba.”

He added: “The government is
keen to change the model with fo-
cus more on freight services and
less on passenger traffic with the
first exclusive freight ferry to be
launched in 2024

The Musandam Governor said:
“People in Musandam are used
to sea travel and there is a lot of
movement between Kumzar and
Khasab. An investment opportu-
nity for sea taxis has been stud-
ied but because of the high cost
of the operating model, there
have been no takers. We are
working with the Otaxi Company
to develop a sea taxi model and a
feasibility study is underway.” >A3

Pakistan’s bike ambassadors on a ‘journey into light’

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Imagine riding motor-
cycles for around 15,000kms over
the past three months. Certainly,
not an easy thing but then this is
what one’s passion and love for ex-
ploring countries does.

Meet the adventure-seeking duo
from Pakistan, Munawar Husain
and Shan Ilahi, who not only rode
for hours daily but also braved
snowfall, extreme chilly winds,
sandstorms, fog and rains on their
trip named Safer-e-Noor (Journey
into light).

The trip that began with a group
of 25 riders from Pakistan saw
them travel on bikes from Lahore
to Mecca in Saudi Arabia to per-
form Umrah before the pair decid-

ed to come to Oman before return-
ing to Pakistan.

The duo have been enjoying the
beauty of the Sultanate of Oman
over the past week and also experi-
enced the warmth and hospitality

of Omanis and their fellow coun-
trymen over Iftar gatherings.

The daring riders were recently
given a warm reception by Imran
Ali, Ambassador of Pakistan to the
Sultanate of Oman, at the embassy

premises in the presence of senior
diplomats.

Sporting big smiles, the two rid-
ers from Pakistan, who possibly
are the first to have done a road
trip to Muscat from Lahore, spoke
to Times of Oman about their jour-
ney so far that have taken them to
nearly 15,000kms since they began
their journey on January 6, 2023.

Safar-e-Noor trip

The 44-year-old Munawar said:
“Webegan the Safar-e-Noortrip as
part of a 25-member group that be-
longs to Lahore-based Cross Route
Club. The initial plan was to make
it a spiritual journey as we wanted
to perform Umrah. So, from a total
of 50 that had displayed interest,
25 decided to begin the trip.

“We first crossed into Iran
through the Taftan border and
then reached Sharjah in the UAE
by ferry from Bandar Abbas.
From Sharjah, the group trav-
elled to Riyadh via Abu Dhabi and
Dubai and performed Umrah in
the holy city of Mecca on January
28. While the remaining riders
decided to explore Saudi Arabia, I
along with Shan came to Oman. I
have visited Oman in the past and
also gone to Salalah from Muscat
by road.”

He added: “Oman has a beau-
tiful landscape and topography.
Most importantly, the people of
Oman are full of warmth and hos-
pitality. We have received a lot of
affection from all segments of peo-
ple during our journey.” >A2
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Muscat Municipality’s ‘green
drive’ initiative bears fruit

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The ‘green drive’ by
Muscat Municipality has led to
a total green cover of 2,730,446
square metres in the Muscat Gov-
ernorate and setting up of a total
of 137 parks with public facilities
for the residents.

Muscat Municipality is keen
to provide people-friendly parks
and walkways and it is already
in the process of building more
walkways around major residen-
tial neighbourhoods.

Green cover
Muscat’s green landscape has
wowed people and tourists over
the years and the landscaping de-
partment of Muscat Municipality
plays a key role in ensuring that
the green cover provides a sus-
tainable green environment.

Muscat  Municipality has
adopted the latest and best tech-
nologies in the field of landscap-
ing and continues its goals of
spreading the green landscapes in
the governorate.

Well-thought-out plans to
expand the scope of flat green
spaces, offering a sustainable and
healthy lifestyle that are in line
with the humanisation of cities,
are being planned.

As part of these measures,

Muscat Municipality is working
on setting up more walkways and
establishment of public parks.

Plant nursery in Al Qurm
The municipal plant nursery
plays a vital role in the propaga-
tion of some trees that are used
as green cover in projects. Some
of the major types of trees and
plantations propagated are Sidr,
Zam, Peltophorum, Neem, Cassia
Ndura, African tulip, Begonia, and
Royal Poinciana.

The green cover in the governo-
rate include 19,565 date trees and
51,831 other trees. The number of
shrubs and fences is estimated to
be 336,777, and seasonal flowers
spread over 84,205 square metres.
The average annual production of
plants in Al Qurm Park is estimat-
ed from 100,000 to 120,000 trees,
250,000 to 300,000 shrubs, and
500,000 fences and soil coverings.

Landscaping a priority

The project to landscape the
area adjacent to public roads and
squares have a special appeal to
the municipality’s projects in
Muscat governorate. The land-
scaping adds diversity in visual
vision through the extensions of
roads and concrete walls of build-
ings and urbanisation, as well as
afforestation of these extensions

has environmental, psychologi-
cal and aesthetic benefits con-
sistent with modern concepts of
planning.

Sustainable projects

The Directorate General of Pro-
jects and Landscaping is imple-
menting a number of projects
related to afforestation, and it has
so far completed 80 percent of
the landscaping work in Bousher
Public Park, in addition to the
completion of the afforestation of
the Mashawi Village project in Al
Amerat. The municipality recent-
ly completed the implementation
of the fourth Al Amerat walkway
project, which was supervised by
the Directorate of Muscat Munic-
ipality in Al Amerat.

Facilities and walkways
Muscat Municipality has imple-
mented a number of walkways in
various areas of Muscat, includ-
ing Al Mahaj in Al Amerat, Al
Wadi Al Kabeer, as well as Jaal in
Bousher, Exhibition Street at the
Airport Heights, and Sur Al Ha-
deed walkway in Seeb.

Currently, there are a number
of walkways under construction,
such as the Golden Jubilee walk-
way in Al Mawaleh, fourth zone in
Al Amerat and Daghmar walkway
in Quriyat.

Experiences of women in digital banking

Mohammed Anwar
Al Balushi

espite the fact that digi-
D talisation is the future,

its potential is endless,
and there are no limits to what
can be achieved through it. In
short, digitalisation or more
specifically “Digital Banking”
has become a necessity. Terms
such as ‘Cashless’, ‘Paperless’,
and ‘Contactless’ have become
commonplace.

Digital banking isn’t a new
trend, it’s been around for
awhile, it’s evolved based
on customers’ experiences.
Oman’s Banking sector has
witnessed major digital
transformations such as In-
ternet Banking, Telebanking,
Real-Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS), Electronic Clearing

<FROM

Cheques (ECC) and banking
viamobile apps in recent years.

Has digital banking become
afamiliar practice among
Omani women? What was
their experience with digital
banking? Are their demands as
end users being met? Is digital
banking a hurdle for these
types of customers? In terms
of digital banking, what are
their expectations? How much
knowledge do they have about
technology and bank transac-
tions?

“Digital banking is a new
concepttome,” said Fatima, a
housewife. “In terms of tech-
nology, I am far away. I do not
use online shopping; I always
go to the grocery store and
pay in cash. I have alocal bank

said Aysha.

The local transfer from Bank

A toBank Bthat I attempted
last night was non-completion,
so I had to withdraw first from
my Bank and then deposit to
Bank B, according to Aysha.

As she continued, “I hope such
restrictions will be removed, so
everyone can access banking
services digitally.”

Salha, arecent graduate

seeking a job, stated that “digi-
tal banking has become an es-
sential tool for bank customers
to monitor their transactions.”

Online shopping and digital

banking have the advantage of
saving time. If you fail to find
what you wanted online while
browsing the internet, you
don’t regret it as if you went

account, but I don’t use it for to the mall and couldn’t find

digital banking”, she added. then, of course your time was
While Fatima might not be wasted.

very confident in her skills in ‘When I told Salma about

using technology, Jamila, an
educated woman working in
a professional firm, indicated
that she understands digital
banking’s advantages and
disadvantages. “Digital bank-
ing has made life easier for
everyone, but there are risks,
too, like digital fraud and infor-
mation leaks”, said Jamila.
Another woman in her thir-
ties, Aysha, also had alot to say
about her experience as a bank
customer, “Digital banking
means anytime and anywhere”,

the various digital banking
services currently available,
she was amazed; “I wish I had
known I could pay my utility
bills, transfer money, and do so
many other banking transac-
tions online, it would have
saved me so much time.”

However, digital banking

services are still far from
perfect and have along way to
go until they are perfected, but
the level of service, ease of use,
and simplicity will continue to
improve.

Al ‘Experienced many challenges’

The 47-year-old Shan Elahi said:
“We  experienced challenges
aplenty after we started our trip.
‘We have been led by our inspira-
tional chairman of Cross Route
Club, Mugaram Tareen, who has
been the brainchild behind this
trip. Despite the extreme weather
conditions that saw us brave -16
degrees Celsius to sandstorms
and snowfall, the group stayed to-
gether to complete the main goal of
performing Umrah.

Elahi added: “During the trip,
we experienced what brother-
hood means as strangers all
through our journey welcome us
with open arms. The hospital-
ity of Arabs has been exceptional
while the expatriates, be it from
Pakistan and India, were delight-
ed to meet us in UAE, Saudi Ara-
biaand Oman.”

The duo entered Oman
from Saudi Arabia via Ibri on
March 23.

Both the riders wished to ex-
plore the beauty of the Sultanate of
Oman but had to cancel their plans
to travel to Salalah due to the ongo-
ing holy month of Ramadan.

Munawar said: “I believe Shan

and myself would be the first rid-
ers to have travelled to Oman on
bikes from Lahore.”

Munawar is an entrepreneur
from Sialkot in Pakistan with
business interests in South Ko-
rea and is a widely-travelled ad-
venture seeker, having been to
20 countries. Elahi hails from
Lahore and owns a printing and
advertising business. He said:
“We found Oman to be the most
beautiful country we have vis-
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Board of Direc-
tors of Oman and Etihad Rail
Company have reviewed the pro-
gress of the Oman-UAE rail net-
work project, in Muscat.

The members of the Board of
Directors of the Oman and Eti-
had Rail Company reviewed the
company’s achievements and the
most important developments,
research and studies on the
Oman-UAE rail network project.

Meeting held in Muscat
This came during a meeting of
the company’s board of directors,
which was held in Muscat, during
which the members were briefed
on the work progress of the joint
network path, the results of re-
views, studies, engineering de-
signs and systems to provide en-
gineering solutions based on on
international standards designed
to meet the challenges of envi-
ronmental conditions, by pro-
viding specialised work teams to
conduct these studies.

The members of the Board of
Directors discussed the proce-
dures that the company operates
in to ensure the application of in-
ternational best practices and the
latest technologies and systems
to develop an integrated railway
network, and to ensure the op-

ited. We have come with a mes-
sage of brotherhood and love and
would like to invite our fellow
Arab brothers to Pakistan. Our
nation is also blessed with beau-
tiful landscapes and we would
like people to come and explore
our country.”

The duo will travel to Dubai be-
fore joining the remaining mem-
bers of the group and take their re-
turn trip from the UAE to Iran and
reach Lahore.

Oman, UAE review
progress of rail
network project

eration of trains and the smooth
movement of their movement
to pass across borders smoothly
to meet the requirements of fast
and efficient transportation of
passengers and goods.

The Board of Directors of
Oman and Etihad Rail Oman and
Etihad Rail Company praised
the support given by the leader-
ship of the two countries to the
rail network project, which links
Sohar Port to the UAE national
railway network, enhancing the
workflow of the project and its
development to contribute to
achieving sustainable develop-
ment in the two countries.

The Company stressed the
importance of the joint project,
which constitutes a new station
in the joint relations between the
two countries that contributes to
facilitating the movement of pas-
sengers and goods and provid-
ing rewarding job opportunities
for competencies from the two
countries, which contributes to
achieving the sustainable devel-
opment process and strengthen-
ing brotherly ties between the
two sides through the develop-
ment and operation of a railway
network linking between the Sul-
tanate of Oman and the United
Arab Emirates, according to the
highest levels of safety, security
and efficiency.
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Commerce ministry
approves electricity
measuring devices

It aims to enhance
national basic
structure of quality,
which will support
the local economy
and lead to inflow
of goods through
exchange of trade

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion has taken the initia-
tive of introducing the approval
of electricity measurement de-
vices by signing the cooperation
framework with the Authority for
Public Services Regulation and
Distribution Rules Council.

The initiative taken by the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry and
Investment Promotion aimed to
boost marketing and industry of
the measurement devices with the
requirements of Omani Standard
(0S1648) on pre-paid electricity
meter systems and (0S1647) on
electricity meter systems.

It also aims to enhance national
basic structure of quality, which
will support the local economy
and contribute to elimination of
technical challenges and lead to
inflow of goods through exchange
of'trade.

The cooperation framework
aims to assign the Distribution
Rules Council with the review of
the documents related to the ap-
plication for the type of electric-
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Industry and Investment Promotion aimed to boost marketing
and industry of the measurement devices with the requirements
of Omani Standard. - Representative image

ity meter in agreement with the
Directorate General of Specifica-
tions and Measurements.

Faiza bint Hamad Al Mashafi,
Director of the National Measure-
ment and Calibration Centre at
the Directorate General of Speci-
fications and Measurements at
the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion said that the type of electric-
ity meter approved is based on the
standard specification and the
technical requirements set forth
in the Omani standard specifica-
tions of electricity meters, issued
by the Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-

Khasab city centre
development tender
to be awarded soon

<FROMThe top government
Al official said that major

plans to beautify the city

are on and the urban de-
velopment will witness creation
of city centres with the first ten-
der to be awarded next month for
Khasab city centre development.

On the hospitality and tourism
fronts, Al Busaidi admitted “in-
vestment in the sector was slow.”

He said: “We had a contract
signed to develop hotels in Bukha
but lack of investments meant
that it is now on a back burner.
The occupancy rate in Dibba
was good, and in 2022 the inflow
of tourists increased with the
past three months witnessing
the highest number of tourists
in Khasab. A total of 90 cruise
ships visited Musandam during
the 2022 and early 2023. Smaller
ships have also begun to arrive
and ship owners have confirmed
that Khasab is a major destina-
tion for cruise ships”.

Al Busaidi said work is under-
way to develop economic and
tourism zones, including Mahas,
which will be focused onlight and
medium industries, a fish market
and a quarry.

Work is also on to expand the
fishing port in Dibba to a multi-
purpose port with an investment
of OMR40 million and setting

up of a waterfront in Dibaa, Bas-
sa Beach development project
(likely to open in May 2023), and
infrastructure development in
Madha.

In September 2020, National
Development and Investment
Company (ASAAS) inked a usu-
fruct agreement with the Office
of Mlinister of State and Governor
of Musandam to develop Bassa
Beach in Khasab.

The agreement involves de-
veloping a land area of about
73,000sqm that will feature two
key components - a four-star re-
sort and a public park to cater to
the growing number of tourists
visiting Bassa Beach.

A beautiful sandy beach nes-
tled between the rugged moun-
tains of Musandam, Bassa is stra-
tegically located near the current
Khasab Airport and 2.6km from
the city centre.

tion and the technical criteria for
the power measurement systems
and the approved standards in the
electricity sector.

She said that the application
for the type of electricity meter is
an application submitted by the
party supplying the electricity
meters or the manufacturer

She said that the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion issued in May
2022, Ministerial Decision No.
393/2022 on the Omni Standard
(0S1648) on the prepaid electric-
ity meters systems and 0S1647
on the electricity meters.

with ONA inputs

<FROM

AlCredit ratings could be raised

The report stated that the credit
ratings of the Sultanate of Oman
could be raised during the coming
period if the ongoing reform meas-
ures further strengthen Oman’s
fiscal position, in light of the con-
tinued reduction in government
net debt and interest costs.

— ONA
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»

IFTAR
IN PAKISTAN

Preparations for Iftar com-
mence about three hours
beforehand, in homes and at
roadside stalls. The fast is bro-
ken by eating dates, or simply
by drinking water if dates are
not available. Savouries such
as jalebis, samosas and pakoras
are also served during Iftar.
Several restaurants also offer
Iftar meals during this time.
Right after Iftar, Taraweeh
prayer takes place which is fol-
lowed by people flocking to the
local bazaar for festivities.

»

PREPARE
VANILLA
MILKSHAKE

All youneed to dois add a glass
of milk into a mixer, some
vanilla ice cream and vanilla
essence, and a tablespoon of
honey and blend it well. Top it
off with chunks of dates and you
are good to go. This refreshing
drink is perfect for breaking the
fast and provides a good energy
source.

5 o
M '1"
NUTRI

FOOD is something that makes
Ramadan special, by bringing a
community together with flavour-
some delicacies. Here are three in-
gredients which you canuseinyour
recipes and savour their bursting
flavours. These ingredients are not
only rich in essential nutrients but
are a good energy source for those
fasting during the day.

Saffron is considered one of
the world’s most valuable and
expensive spices. Apart from
adding flavour and class to the
food, saffron holds quite the
significance in the Islamic com-
munity mainly for its medicinal
value, which comes with numer-

AND TAS
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ous health benefits. It not only
has anti-diabetic properties but
also aids digestion and reduces
inflammation. It is also known
to have a calming effect on the
mind, which can be particular-
ly beneficial during Ramadan,
when Muslims are encouraged
to practise self-reflection and
introspection.

Honey is described as a source
of healing in the Holy Quran. For
centuries, honey has served as a
natural sweetener. It is rich in
multiple medicinal properties. It
boosts the immune system and
gives you energy, which is quin-
tessential during this month.

!H

n'y.

Adding honey to recipes not only
contributes to healthier food us-
ing natural sweeteners, but also
aids with medicinal advantages,
by strengthening immunity dur-
ing long fasting hours.

Another ingredient with his-
torical importance for the Is-
lamic community is vermicelli.
It finds its application in vari-
ous sweet and savoury recipes.
In the Middle East, vermicelli
is often used in desserts like
kunafa, a pastry made with ver-
micelli and cheese. Vermicelli
can be used to make seviyan, the
most consumed sweet dish dur-
ing Ramadan.

Dhuhr

Asr

Maghrib
Isha

Fajr (April 3)

»

DATS
MUHALLABIA

Recipe by Oneza Tabish

¢ 1 cup rolled white oats, cooked

e 1litre milk

* 2 thsp rice flour

*1/2 cup sugar

 1tbsp chopped almonds

¢ 2-3 drops of rose water

« Handful of slivered almonds
for garnish

 Dissolve rice flour in 1 cup
milk, keep aside.

¢ Heat remaining milk and
bring to aboil.

* Simmer for 8-10 minutes, add

»

2> PRAYER TIMINGS

é

TIMES OF OMAN

12:16 pm
3:43 pm
6:28 pm
7:39 pm
4:43 am

sugar, boil till dissolved.

» Gradually add rice flour
mixture, while stirring
continuously.

* Bring back to a boil, simmer
for 5-7 minutes, or till thick.

» Cool to room temperature, stir
in rose water.

» Add the oats and almonds,
stirring gently.

 Pour into individual bowls,
refrigerate till set well.

« This should take about 3-4
hours.

* Serve chilled topped with a
few slivered almonds.

“The people will depart separated [into categories] to

be shown [the result of] their deeds. So whoever does
an atom’s weight of good will see it” [Quran 99:6-7]

This verse serves as a timely reminder that even the

smallest, seemingly most insignificant act of goodness

will not go unnoticed by Allah. Encouraging us to do

good even when it seems as if we are completely alone

or at our lowest, this verse can give us inspiration in

the goodness of every act of charity or kindness in this

world, no matter what the scale may be.

imes
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Mustafa Sultan
Enterprises L.L.C.

Oman Desert Marathon to be
organised in January 2024

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Desert Mara-
thon (ODM) announced that its
ninth edition will be held from
January 20-24,2024.

day earlier, on the 19th of January.
The shorter races are for distanc-
es of 10 km, 5 km and 2 km, which
proved to be quite popular in the
last edition.

Racers who wish to run longer

Sultan Qabons University

TENDERS NOTICE

The Investment & Revenue Department at Sultan Qaboos University would like to invite
companies to submit their quotations for:

The 165km, self-sufficient distances of 42 km and 21 km will S/N| Type ol Business Location Date of site | Class Tender# | Last day to buy
four-stage race has been held in also have the chance to do so on visit the Document
Oman’s spectacular deserts since January 20th. Rent, design
2013, and it presents runners with The perfect weather conditions Pro IrE in siailati i ;

a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity in January help runners to enjoy t ' 1| Various locations at i) "

t B . Dmmqe a.rld S lian Gﬂb{m H}- JMB SDU" D 15””2023
o course through the Sultanate’s the desert to the fullest. With an i u _ 500 Am | All classas 1193

unique landscape and enjoy its average high temperature of 25 ma!nmnance of University '

rich culture and world-renowned degrees during the day, partici- advertisement boards

hospitality. pants are sure to get an enjoyable Fiirmliv &rid

The race is divided into four experience that will forever be P Rent and operate Guf.fea y 42023 Al classas SQU_JHD' 16/4/2023
stages: 42km on day one, 55kmon  ble yet unexpected victories from etched into their memories. Shop (A Tenders Notice) Comm uml?!" Health 830 Am 223
day two, 47km on day three, and the Swiss Corina Sommer in the For those in Muscat, there will Clinic

21km on the fourth and final day.

The last edition consisted of
Omanis, who made up the ma-
jority of the runners, as well as a
number of participants from vari-
ous parts of the world, including
Spain, France, Ukraine, Italy, Ger-
many, Poland, Britain, Belgium,
Switzerland and Morocco.

The eighth edition of ODM took
an interesting turn, with memora-

‘Women’s category and Morocco’s
Mohamed El Morabity in the
Men’s category. As for the Omani
runners, Saleh AlSaidy, Sami Al
Saidi and Hamdan AlKhatri were
in the top three.

In the ninth edition, which
is taking place in Bidiya as per
ODM traditions, there will also
be shorter races in addition to the
main event, which will start one

also be a chance participate in a
night desert run, which will take
place in October 2024 in Ghala.
This will be the 2nd edition of
the 5KM Night Trail charity race,
and it will give participants the
unique opportunity to enjoy a run
(or a walk) under the beautiful
starlit desert sky. ODM donated
100% ofits profits to the Environ-
ment Society of Oman

« Tenderers who wish to parficipate in this Tender may collect Tender Documents from The Section of Revenue
and Expendilures at the Investment & Revenue Depariment, Sultan Qaboos University, during the working hours
for an amount of OR.25 for each tender document (non-refundable). The lzst date for Caliecting the Document is

16/4/2023.

« The Site Visi for the selecled shep is necessary. It will be on the above-mantioned date and the assembly point
will be at the Investment & Reverue Deparment.
* The last date for submission of the guolations: 16 /52023, The guotations should be submitied in a sealed
envelope addressed o the Direclor of The Invesiment & Revenue Deparment, located on the first floor of the
commercial bullding at Sullan Qaboos University and deposited in the Tender Box kepl in the Depariment,

before 11:00 a.m.

+ The exterior of the envelope should be marked with the name and number of the Tender being presented and
should bear no identification or mark of the Tenderer,

* The Tenderer should submif (enclose) with his tender a Bank Guarantee Document for sum of 1% of the tolal
Duration of contract rental value quated by the Tenderer and valid for 90 (ninety) days from the date specified far
submission of Tender, Tenders submitted afier the deadline or without a Bank Guaraniee will be excluded.

1"?:‘*.»\ Dahabi Digital Marketing @ »  The Tendarer should prepare the Site in accordance with the health requiremants of Muscat Municipality and the
. - crera s requirements of civil delense in cooperation with the concemed autharilies.
I-| 'E: o *  Sultan Qaboos University reserves the right to reject any quotation net fulfilling the requirements and does not bid

itsell to accept the highest rent or any other quotations.

Drnan Pl Milla SADG, [0FM) imvites specilaed soriracig |5 particinals in oo tende (or “Dahals
Digtal markatng” @ por B Soopr of Wraos

Oman says racism

destahilises SDCiEtiES Trruter Brmurmwrity Extiers wintarg 1o part igre 5 e fender e nrgered o i il detais o ey
and Weakens ng‘vtS ;’rrll'.:.'l!!l-‘:::":-\:"l 1 -\I:’I?F--\.U'-ll'l o Late than fhe dabe 0w belowy s emad The Inmstmer“- & HE“E‘“U.E‘ mpanmnt
MUSCAT: The Sultan- it ety o b it e e b P.O BOX 50, P.C. 123, ALKHOD, SULTAMATE OF OMAN
ate Ofom.anhassured tl:ie Terater b vl be Swpooed ety |0 She Drmue Flowr bills, S0 hank smoort gs mermaned bel TE'l: 241 42691 - 241 42582' 241 42‘535" 241 42634
Human-ng ts COI%I}Cl Accont Hree: Coran P s, Corpany SAD0 E- mail: muestment@sq_}eduom
that racism destabilises pyceiloriproiep e i
irmant burrber GOS0 130T o r

N N, S, St cte BEPOMPLIY The Department of Investment & Revenue Location:
governments. The Sultan- Temcter fpf IO IR
ate of Oman assured that Tarawe gl ieele Gl Wrbetg
racism constitutes a chal- ety bex il e
lenge to the purposes and Start i for arder cubection s
principles of the United o take R Mol Calloction L:i;
Nations Charter and the LA W i Mg TRl o —

. o Chesarg ddane of fhe merer LEE Sis
Universal Declaration of i Y il o s ———r—
Human Rights, destabi- Ervell iblcen for cormrmsdintin v ML
lises societies, weakens Wit o miteieiion ALy s gt S s
governments, impedes St e e e bt o TR P

) My P BT B i ) Mg 7111
development opportuni-
ties and undermines the
integration of people. L L R D Ra mad dn I fta r
. B A Erader (OIS (T e i e Do Leraier Sk taellourtidin Coen P

Over 300 prisoners = Bgrwiihsiasdnyg he speofic i o ibe Tesder Docurnems. Tender e & mof ol urdsbis rng ra m

released as part of ‘Fak
Kurbah’ initiative

* B witrnttal chall corst of J separsts aesled sovtcpes [Tictneal] & [Comrmerosl]

witt hixider rarvw o min® and bender referene e mamber

FOFAATO 04 VE s Dt rrasrioetingl)

MUSCAT: In the first : :
week of Ramadan, more | N OFM Digital Marketing @
than 300 insolvent people ‘\5-\;&__ ekl

were successfully released
as part of the Fak Kurbah
initiative in the Sultanate
of Oman. The Fak Kurbah
humanitarian initia-

tive, in its tenth edition,
successfully released 319
prisoners in various gov-
ernorates of Oman.

Dirmae Flonr Mills SADG {0FU) irvites specialind Conricesrs 10 RaFtCpale in our lender or "OF Dygial

maratng” o par the oope of Service

Terdder Docurnenty. Birder withing 16 participats i this lsnder are foguired Ba [rovide sl detsls of their
Cormpay. COREIC del s and bunk detsin no Liter un The dalr shown betcs wa omail
imrier

tmcnl'l-u-rﬂll-lli-lﬂ.(- | 00 ) vl maprach ] b o choxuarman's: 1o participants after recekang @ bender

Tt SEpOSING NecEipt COpy via el

Tevaler fow phall b depesiied dreitly to S Oman Plosr Ml SADG bars scoount e menticned beloe

Accennt Hasme: Diman Floor Mills Comgarsy SADG

Bark: Sohar isterrational
Arpoont Fsmter 0020033407

You can dona

1,

e

his fast, will earn the same reward as the

| said, "He who provides a fasting p

te through the following :
Bank Muscat

Omantel users

Bank Dhofar

Send Donate to Rl

Thunderstorm B oA REHAOML OO s
A ’ Qoredoo users
likely in Oman 01040609080001
Tender el no T - _
Torser stgeet o Dt g National Bank of Oman 3end Donate to [CUERE)
Terater lee B et —— —
Start date for tender colleon eroann 1049337798005
Last daete foe puder collection saBazen -
Lant tdafe for Frraing th brohmeal queries . Electronic Donations Portal www.donate.om
Ctomyg chate of 0 tertrr e izt
Kl f paraend of Srvier for By s Trare il
Ernail sicirea for communication e Ao Sald bin Tasmur N
MUSCAT: Thunder- Mode o bminsion A s sy g ke e ity

storms are expected over
parts of Oman during the
next two days, Oman Me-
teorology said on Saturday.
Oman Meteorology said in
its weather forecast that
it is likely that clouds will
flow over most of the gov-
ernorates of Oman. Times

News Service
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Russia takes over United Nations
Security Council’s presidency

NEW YORK: Russia took on the
presidency of the UN Security
Council on Saturday.

A day earlier, the Kremlin said
Russia plans to exercise all the
rights afforded by the role.

Meanwhile, the United States
urged Russia to “conduct itself
professionally” while holding the
position.

The US said that there was
no way to prevent Russia from
assuming the presidency. UN
member states take on the rotat-
ing presidency of the Security
Council in alphabetical order ac-
cording to the English-language
names of each country.

The council’s presidency will
be held by Russia for the month
of April, after which it will be re-
placed by Switzerland. Russia’s
presidency follows that of Mo-
zambique.

Andriy Yermak, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
chief of staff, said that this rep-
resented a “symbolic blow to the
rules-based system of interna-
tional relations.”

An intelligence update from
the British Defence Ministry says
that Moscow has made only “mar-
ginal” gains in Ukraine’s eastern

Donbas region.

The ministry said the tenure of
Russian Chief of the General Staff
Valery Gerasimov, who took office
in January, has been “character-
ized by an effort to launch a gen-
eral winter offensive with the aim
of extending Russian control over
the whole of the Donbas region.”

-DW

7/ killed, dozens hospitalised as
tornadoes hit Arkansas, Illinois

WASHINGTON: Devastating
storms and tornadoes scraped US
states of Arkansas and Illinois on
Friday into early Saturday, kill-
ing at least seven people, injuring
dozens more, trapping others in
their homes, and damaging busi-
nesses and critical infrastructure,
reported NYT.

In Arkansas, the governor de-
clared a state of emergency on
Friday afternoon after officials
said one person was killed in
North Little Rock and two died in
‘Wynne, in separate tornadoes.

A state of emergency was also
declared in Missouri in response
to severe weather.

The mayor of Little Rock,
Frank Scott Jr., said that at least
30 people were hospitalised there
and that more than 2,000 homes

were damaged. The storm did ex-
tensive damage to businesses and
apartment complexes, the local
police said.

On Friday night in northern
Illinois, a person was killed and
28 others were hospitalised after
the roof collapsed at a theatre in

Belvidere with 260 people inside,
told the fire chief, Shawn Schadle,
reported NYT.

Roughly 150 miles to the east
of Sherman, in Sullivan Coun-
try, Ind., three people were also
killed after a tornado touched
down. -ant

Cargo plane
suffers bird hit
at Delhi alrport

NEW DELHI: A full emergency
was declared at the Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport in
Delhi on Saturday after a Dubai-
bound FedEx aircraft suffered a
bird hit soon after take-off, ac-
cording to airport officials. -ant
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‘NATO’s door open for engagemernt,
should India be interested’

NEW DELHI: US NATO Am-
bassador Julianne Smith, while
speaking on NATO and strength-
ening relationships with South
Asia and the Indo-Pacific, virtually
said the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization is ready to engage more
with India ifit is interested.

The Ambassador  though
stressed that currently there are
no plans by the alliance to expand
this into a broader global military
alliance.

“The NATO alliance is open to
more engagement should India
seek that. NATO currently has
40 different partners around the
World and each individual part-
nership is different. Various coun-

tries come to the door seeking
different levels of political engage-
ment, sometimes countries are
much more interested in working
on inter-operability, and stand-
ardization questions. So, they vary.

But, the message that has already
been sent back to India is that
NATO alliance is certainly open
to more engagement with India,
should that country take interest
in pursuing that”. said Julianne
Smith in a virtual press briefing.
Membership is not something that
we have really considered with
anyone in the Indo-Pacific or Asia-
Pacific. The alliance remains the
Euro-Atlantic military alliance. Its
door is open to the region.

The ambassador said “at this
stage, we would not want to invite
them (India) to NATO ministerial
until we knew more about their
interest in engaging the alliance
more broadly. -ant

TENDER ANNOUMNCEMENT
MNama Dhofar Services invites reputable contractors for carrying out below said tender in
Dhofar Governorate.
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We could have done a bit
more with bat, says Dhoni

AHMEDABAD: Chennai Su-
per Kings (CSK) captain MS
Dhoni was not pleased with the
effort of his batting unit after the
four-timer winners suffered a
five-wicket defeat at the hands
of defending champions Gujarat
Titans in the first match of the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2023
at the Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad on Friday.

Dhoni admitted that his team’s
batters needed to do more.

“We all knew there would be
dew. We could have done a bit
more with the batsman ship.
Ruturaj (Gaikwad) was brilliant,

portant for youngsters to step in,”
Dhoni said during the post-match
presentation.

The CSK captain praised IPL
debutant Rajvardhan Hangargekar
who took three wickets.

He added: “I think Raj
(Hangargekar) has pace and he
will get better with time. Think the
bowlers will get better, a no-ball is
something that’s in your control,
so you need to work on that.

“I felt two left armers would be a
better option so I went ahead with
them. Shivam [Dube] was an op-
tion, but I felt comfortable with the
bowlers overall.” - agencies
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he times the ball well and he’s a
pleasure to watch.

“The way he picks his options is
pleasing to watch. I think it’s im-

‘Gaikwad is going
to do wonders for

Indian cricket’
L]

Chennai Super
Kings’ opener
Ruturaj Gaikwad’s
knock of 92 went
in vain but earned
praise from Gujarat
g0 0 MAXimum Power. MAXimum Cooling.

AHMEDABAD: Chennai
Super Kings’ Ruturaj Gaik-
wad, whose 52-ball 92 went in
vain in the opening match of
the 2023 IPL against holders
Gujarat Titans on Friday, “is
going to do wonders for Indian

MAX Power - Stable Operation at high temperature

High-eficiency heat dissipation technology, results in stable cooling even at 55°C....

Hardik Pandya, Gujarat Titans skipper

cricket”, according to Titans
skipper Hardik Pandya.

Hardik was speaking after his
team’s win that kicked off IPL
2023 in Ahmedabad in front of
100,000 fans.

Gaikwad raced to a half-cen-
tury off just 23 balls in his first
competitive outing since Janu-
ary following a wrist injury that
had limited his opportunities
for India. His opening salvo put
Super Kings in a commanding
121 for 4 after 13 overs, with
the stage set for a grandstand
finish. They eventually only
finished with 178. “To be very
honest, we all know the kind
of player he is, at one point of

time it looked like CSK would
score 220-230,” Hardik said
after Gujarat Titans secured a
tight five-wicket win. “We were
finding it difficult as to what
areas we should bowl because
he’s an all-round cricketer,
plays cricketing shots.”

“I genuinely felt that we can’t
errtohimatall; some of the shots
that he played, they weren’t too
bad balls,” Hardik said.

“They were actually good
balls, that made the big differ-
ence and more challenging for
usasabowling unitand captain.
Full credit to him, if he contin-
ues batting like this, he’s going
to do wonders to Indian cricket.

I'm sure he has the game, when
the time comes I'm sure the
Indian cricket team will also
back him enough.”

Stephen Fleming, the
Chennai Super Kings coach,
said: “He’s an outstanding
talent, really untapped. We
rate him so highly, when you
see him playing like that, he’s a
class player. He’s got power, got
touch and only good things will
happen to him. Tonight was an
exhibition. He was disappoint-
ed [to be dismissed for 92], he
could’ve picked on a little more
to give us an extra 20 runs in the
end but the 92 runs he got was a
pleasure to watch.” - agencies
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Williamson
Injures knee
in IPL opener

$ suzuki

Enjoy a | .
réu‘\"arding Ramadan >

with an abundance of offers STy
from SUZUKI '

AHMEDABAD: New Zealand’s
Kane Williamson was forced off
the field 13 overs into his Guja-
rat Titans debut, against Chen-
nai Super Kings, after injuring
his right knee on Friday.

He had done the damage while
fielding on the deep-square leg
boundary, where he had leapt
to intercept a ball headed for
six off Ruturaj Gaikwad’s bat.
He managed to save two runs,
palming the ball into the field of
play before it bounced onto the
boundary boards. Despite receiv-
ing treatment for a few minutes,
he could not come back on, with
Titans bringing B Sai Sudharsan
on as substitute fielder first and
later swapping the two in the XI
via the Impact Player rule.

New Zealand coach Gary Stead
said Williamson’s injury “is a big
blow” for the team and it’s too
early to talk about the intensity of : ]
theinjuryand ifitwould affect his B .'wr;il MOOSA ABDUL RAHMAN HASSAN & Co. LLG
participation in the ODI World e
Cup in India. - Agencies
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“Felt pretty good.

Little bit disappointed with
myself for getting out. But
getting off to a good start is
very important for the team.

SHUBMAN GILL

Gujarat Titang's batter, after his 63 off 36 balls
against Chennai Super Kings on Friday
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TRIUMPH IN
A RAIN-HIT)
MATE

Bhanuka Rajapaksa’s explosive knock and

Arshdeep Singh’s early strikes guide the

hosts to a narrow victory via DLS method

MOHALI: Bhanuka Rajapaksa’s
free-flowing 50 off 32 balls and
Shikhar Dhawan’s composed 40
(29) helped Punjab Kings post a
competitive 191/5 against Kol-
kata Knight Riders at the Punjab
Cricket Association IS Bindra
Stadium in Mohali on Satur-
day. Arshdeep Singh then led
from the front with the ball and
bowled abrilliant spell of 3/19 as a
collective bowling effort from the
bowlers saw Kings restrict Kolka-
ta to 146/7 and win the match by
seven runs via the DLS method in
the rain-affected match.

Chasing 192, Punjab pacer
Arshdeep Singh shook Kolkata’s
batting line-up with a double blow.
He dismissed Mandeep Singh
(2) and Anukul Roy (4), reducing
them to 17/2 in 2 overs. Rahman-

ullah Gurbaztried to carry on with
the chase, but was clean-bowled
by Nathan Ellis for 22 off 16 balls,
consisting of three fours and a six
as Kolkata in the big chase were
down to 29/3 in 4.2 overs.

Kolkata introduced Venkatesh
Iyer as their Impact Player, who
replaced Varun Chakravarthy, and
skipper Nitish Rana carried the
innings forward.

Sikandar Raza struck on his
IPL debut, dismissing Rana for
24 off 17 balls to break the 46-
run stand for the fourth wicket.
Kolkata’s Rinku Singh was next
to go as they were reduced to
80/5. Andre Russell started play-
ing aggressive strokes from the
start, helping KKR cross the
100-run mark in 12.5 overs. Rus-
sell smashed Sam Curran for a

s, o

four and six in the 15th over. But
he had the last laugh as Russell
was caught by Raza at deep-mid-
wicket for 35 off 19 balls. Shardul
Thakur and Iyer took the score to
136/6 in 15 overs.

Arshdeep delivered another key
blow as he removed Iyer for 34 off
28 balls. Rain interrupted the play
and Kings emerged victorious via
DLS method with Kolkata seven
runs short after the DLS target was
revised to 154 in 16 overs. Kolkata
innings was put to ahaltat 146/7 in
16 overs, with Sunil Narine (7) and
Shardul Thakur (8) unbeaten.

Earlier, an explosive half-cen-
tury by Rajapaksa and his 86-run
stand with skipper Shikhar Dha-
wan helped Kings reach a com-
petitive total 0of191/5.

Opener Prabhsimran Singh
provided some early blitz, smash-
ing Umesh Yadav for a six over
the square leg on the fourth ball
of the innings. Tim Southee was
also smashed for two succes-
sive fours and a six in the second
over. But the bowler had the last
laugh as Prabhsimran was caught
by wicketkeeper Rahmanullah
Gurbaz for 23 off 12 balls, with
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two fours and two sixes.

Rajapaksa  joined  skipper
Dhawan and sent the rival
bowlers on a leather hunt. At the
end of powerplay, Kings were
56/1. A fifty-run stand was up in
just 33 balls and the hosts Punjab
reached the 100-run mark in 10
overs.

Rajapaksa reached his maiden
IPL fifty in just 30 balls, with five
fours and two sixes. However, he
could not add more to it as he was
dismissed by Umesh Yadav just
two balls later for 50 to end an
86-run stand.

Skipper Dhawan’s stay at the
crease was ended by Varun, who
clean-bowled him for 40 off 29
balls, consisting of six fours as
Kings were 143/4 in 14.3 overs.

Shahrukh Khan (11 off 7) and

Sam Curran (26 off 17) then
provided the late surge as they
added 23 off 13 balls including 15
runs in the last over bowled by
Southee to power Kings to a chal-
lenging total 0of191/5.
Brief scores: Punjab Kings: 191/5
(Rajapaksa 50, Dhawan 40; Tim
Southee 2/54) beat Kolkata Knight
Riders: 146/7 (Russell 35, Iyer 34;
Ar, Shdeep Slngh 3/ 19) - Agencies
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MCICAI WEBINAR

The Muscat Chapter of Chartered
Accountants of India (MCICAI)

on Saturday held a webinar on
‘Stable income in an unstable world:
Fixed income fundamentals and
opportunities’.
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- AHLIBANKHOLDS AGM

ahlibank held its Annual General
Meeting (AGM) and an Extraordinary
General Meeting (EGM) on March 27
via an electronic platform for general
meetings.

Oman’s crude oil production in
February tops 49 mill

The NCSI monthly
bulletin further
showed that the
average price per
barrel at the end
of February 2023
reached $81.80

MUSCAT: Oman’s crude oil pro-
duction increased by 2.9 percent
and reached 49.39 million barrels
atthe end of February compared to
the same period in 2022, according
to the preliminary statistical data
of the National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI).

The data further shows that
Oman’s oil exports, however, de-
creased by 6.9 percent to 49.71
million barrels at the end of Feb-
ruary 2023.

Oil condensate production also
increased by 3.5 percent, to a re-
cord 13.35 million barrels at the
end of February 2023 compared
to 12.91 million barrels for the

same period of the previous year.
The average daily oil production
increased at the end of February
2023 to 1.63 million barrels at the
end of February 2023 compared

ST

to the same period in 2022, which
was at 1.32 million barrels.

The monthly bulletin further
showed that the average price per
barrel at the end of February 2023

0@ Group reports historic financial
and operational performance

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s OQ Group an-
nounced its full-year 2022 finan-
cial performance results, report-
ing the highest net profit in the
group’s history.

The record performance was
driven by strong operational per-
formance in the majority of the
group’s businesses and an advan-
tageous market environment.

In 2022, the global integrated
energy group recorded consoli-
dated revenue, adjusted EBITDA
and net profit of $39.126 billion,
$6.179 billion, and $3.850 billion,
respectively.

The group’s robust performance
was higher than both the 2022
budget and the 2021 actual perfor-
mance. This was primarily driven
by higher production volumes,
favourable prices in both its up-

[ o L-_.-Id..\ =

stream and downstream business-
es and a strong performance from
its trading arm.

“This year has been an excep-
tional year for OQ, witnessing the
strongest financial and operation-
al performance in its history, while
at the same time anchoring OQ as
an energy transition enabler in the
Sultanate of Oman,” said Mulham

Al Jarf, OQ Chairman.

Key highlights

In January, OQ commissioned its
0Q Liquified Petroleum Gas (0Q
LPQG) facility in Salalah. OQ Ex-
ploration & Production (OQ E&P)
commissioned Bisat-C, the third
crude oil processing plant in the Bi-
sat oil field, helping to increase its

production capacity to more than
55,000 barrels per day in 2022.

In line with Oman Vision 2040’s
goals to attract foreign invest-
ments in the Sultanate, OQ contin-
ued pursuing opportunities across
its streams, including petrochemi-
cals and hydrogen.

0Q Gas Network (0Q GN) ef-
fectively capitalised on the grow-
ing global LNG demand to delivera
record-breaking 39.4 billion cubic
metres of natural gas to customers.

OQ’s Board of Directors ap-
proved the Group’s decarbonisa-
tion plan. Additionally, OQ was
announced as Oman’s ‘Renewable
Energy’ champion, with OQ’s Al-
ternative Energy pillar (0Q AE)
entering into low-carbon, clean
energy, and hydrogen projects
with the potential to generate
more than 30 GW of renewable en-
ergy in Oman.

reached $81.8, an increase of 6.6
percent compared to the same pe-
riod in 2022 when the price per
barrel reached $76.7.

The data also showed that China

ion barrels

topped the list of countries im-
porting Omani oil with 44,490,400
barrels, followed by India with
1,714,400 barrels, then Japan with
1,267,700 barrels.

Natural gas

The data issued by the NCSI indi-
cated that the domestic produc-
tion of natural gas (including im-
ports) in the Sultanate of Oman
increased by 10.3 percent at the
end of February 2023, reach-
ing 8,550,300,000 cubic metres,
compared to 7,748,700,000 cubic
metres during the same period in
2022. The production of associ-
ated gasincreased by 9.4 percent to
reach 1.71 billion cubic metres, and
the production of non-associated
gas, including imports, increased
by 10.6 percent to reach 6.84 bil-
lion cubic metres.

The NCSI data further indi-
cated an increase in natural gas
consumption in industrial ar-
eas by 16.5 per cent, followed by
electric power plants by 15.5 per
cent, oil fields by 11.9 per cent,
and gas consumption in indus-
trial project plants increased by
8.9 per cent. - ona

CBO Board reviews
economic and financial
developments in Oman

MUSCAT: The Board of Gover-
nors of the Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) convened its first meet-
ing for the current year (2023) at
CBO’s Knowledge Oasis building.

The board reviewed the eco-
nomic and financial develop-
ments in the Sultanate of Oman
and the world in general, as re-
ports and studies concluded that
the financial position of CBO and
the entities under its regulation
and supervision remained unaf-
fected by the recent global finan-
cial repercussions.

The board still underlined
the importance of continuous
follow-up of the latest develop-
ments in this respect, particular-
ly those impacting the financial
and monetary status of Oman.

The board also approved the
CBO audited closing accounts as

of 31 December 2022, the Banking
Deposits Insurance Scheme, the
CBO employees’ Pension Scheme
and Oman Credit and Financial
Information Center (Mala’a).

During the meeting, the Board
discussed investment policies re-
lated to the management of CBO
reserves and approved recom-
mendations of the study on the
development and improvement
of the regulatory requirements of
finance and leasing companies.

The board also reviewed re-
ports on the financial soundness
indicators of banks, the outlook
and particulars of financial sta-
bility in the Omani economy, the
position of CBO reserves, the
performance of CBO’s foreign
investments and a report on the
initiatives of the supervisory and
regulatory sector. -ona

MSX in March records best trading value in 11 months

MUSCAT: The Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) recorded the best
monthly trading value in March
since April 2022, amid investors’
interest in buying shares of Abraaj
Energy Services, which were listed
for trading on the stock exchange
on March 14th.

Last month, the trading value
rose to OMR93.60 million, com-
pared to 45.30 million in February
and 52.30 million in January. The
Muscat Stock Exchange’s trading
amounted to OMR94.70 million
in April of 2022, but it was unable
to exceed this level. The follow-
ing monthly transactions, which
witnessed a decline in the value of
trading, fall in October to OMR43.7
million, recording the lowest trad-
ing value in 2022.

Last month, the trading value of
Abraaj Energy Services reached
OMRS35.3 million, accounting for
377 per cent of the total trading
value. The share closed at the end
of March at 298 baisas, up 49 baisas
from its listing level of 249 baisas.

Bank Muscat witnessed high
transactions amounting to
OMRI11.55 million, representing
11.8 per cent of the total trading
value, and Omantel came next
with transactions amounting to
OMR10.74 million, representing
114 per cent of the total trading
value, and Omvest came next with
OMRY7.9 million.

Shell Oman Marketing wit-
nessed transactions worth
OMRS6.1 million, representing 6.5
per cent of the total trading value.

The number of deals executed

rose last month to 29,315, register-
ing an increase of 384.9 per cent
from its level in February of 6,045
deals. Most of the deals were execut-
ed on Abraaj Energy Services, which
witnessed the execution of 21,862
deals, representing 74.5 per cent of
the total number of executed deals.

Last month, the Muscat Stock
Exchange benefited from the level
of interest in investing in the stock
exchange with the announcement
of the audited financial results
and the approval of the public
shareholding companies for the
dividends recommended by their
boards of directors in the past
weeks. The main index of the MSX
was able to rise at the end of last
March to 4,863 points, up by about
110 points, after it rose by about 50
points in February.

The industry sector index rose
128 points, and the financial sector
index recorded gains of 106 points,
while the services sector index de-
clined by 7 points. The Sharia in-
dexlost 4 points.

Lastmonth, the prices of 38 secu-

rities increased compared to 36 se-
curities whose prices declined, and
17 securities remained unchanged
at their previous levels. Many lead-
ing stocks witnessed a remarkable
rise. Omantel shares rose by 14.5
per cent and closed at OMR1.100,
recording gains of 140 baisas from
its level at the end of February. The
share of Al Anwar Ceramic Tiles
increased by 13.3 per cent and
closed at 374 baisas, the shares of
Omnivest rose by 8.7 per cent and
closed at 496 baisas, the shares of
Raysut Cement rose by 7.6 per cent
and closed at 135 baisas, while the
shares of Oman Cement recorded
gains of 12 baisas and ended last
month’s trading for 300 baisas.

The market capitalisation of the
Muscat Stock Exchange rose at the
end of last March to OMR23.85
billion, registering gains of
OMR190.30 million compared to
its level in February, benefiting
from the listing of Abraaj Energy
Services Company for trading and
the rise in share prices of several
leading companies. - ona

Index rises in weekly trading

MUSCAT: The financial sec-
tor index rose in last week’s
trading on the Muscat Stock
Exchange (MSX) by 16 points,
recording the only rise among
the stock indexes, benefiting
from the support provided by
a number of investment com-
panies, at a time when banks
were unable to support the
index with the decline in their

prices except for Bank Dhofar

shares which rose 5 baisas and

closed at 160 baisas.

Last week, the financial sec-
tor index rose to the level of
7778 points, after declining 80
points in the previous week.
The sector index benefited
during the past week from the
rise in shares of International
Financial Investments, East-
ern Investment Holding, Al
Anwar Investments and Unit-
ed Finance. The main index of
the Muscat Stock Exchange
last week declined by about
8 points and closed At 4,863
points, the industry sector in-
dex fell 39 points, the services
sector index lost 15 points,
and the Sharia index recorded
a slight decline without one

point.

Last week, the Muscat Stock
Exchange witnessed a mixed
performance with the com-
pletion of the annual ordinary
general assemblies of public
shareholding companies, dur-
ing which the dividends rec-
ommended by the companies’
boards of directors were ap-
proved during the past weeks.

Last week, the prices of 30
securities rose, most notably
Al-Safa Foods, whose share
rose by 18.4 per cent and closed
at 225 baisas, Al-Batinah De-
velopment and Investment,
whose share rose by 174 per
cent and closed at 74 baisas,
and Al-Anwar Investments,
whose share rose by 14.8 per
cent and closed at 85 baisas.

Last week, the Muscat Stock

Exchange witnessed a decline
in the prices of 25 securities,
most notably: SMN Power
Holding, whose share declined
by 10.7 per cent and closed
at 91 baisas, Oman Chrome,
whose share declined by 10 per
cent and closed at OMR2.43,
and the National Mineral Wa-
ter, whose share declined by 10
per cent as well, and closed at
63 baisas.

Last week’s trading focused
on the shares of Abraj Energy
Services, Oman International
Development and Investment
Holding “Omvest” and Bank
Muscat, which collectively ac-
counted for 61.7 per cent of the
total trading value witnessed
by the stock exchange during
the week. - ona
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ahlibank approves issuance of 100mn

additional

Presided by Hamdan
Ali Nasser Al Hinali,
Chairman of the
Board of Directors,

at ahlibank, the

AGM and EGM were
attended by the board
members, senior
management and

shareholders

Times News Service

MUSCAT: ahlibank held its An-
nual General Meeting (AGM) and
an Extraordinary General Meeting
(EGM) on March 27 via an elec-
tronic platform for general meet-
ings through Muscat Clearing and
Depository’s website.

Presided by Hamdan Ali Nasser
Al Hinai, Chairman of the Board of
Directors, at ahlibank, the meeting
was attended by the board mem-
bers, senior management, and
shareholders.

During the extraordinary gen-
eral meeting, the shareholders ap-
proved the amendments to the Ar-
ticles of Association of Ahli Bank.
In addition to this, the sharehold-

ers also approved the issuance of
a total number of up to 100 mil-
lion Perpetual Additional Tier 1
Capital Instruments in the form of
perpetual bonds, by way of either
a private or public issue at face
value of One Rial per bond plus
issues expense in one or multiple
tranches. Issuance tranches are to
be determined by the bank’s Board
of Directors after taking all the re-

quired procedures and obtaining
the approval of the Central Bank
of Oman and the Capital Market
Authority.

During the annual general meet-
ing, shareholders approved the
Board of Directors’ report on the
bank’s activities and its financial
position for the financial year
ended December 31, 2022. Share-
holders also approved the bank’s

Fundamentals of fixed income investing
highlighted at MCICAI wehinar

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Muscat Chapter
of Chartered Accountants of In-
dia (MCICAI) on Saturday held a
webinar on ‘Stable income in an
unstable world: Fixed income fun-
damentals and opportunities’.

It was presented by Sanjay Gug-
lani, founder and Chief Invest-
ment Officer of Singapore-based
Silverdale Capital Pte Ltd.

Guglani said, “In today’s hyper-
connected world, news and reac-
tions travel faster than reasoning
and fundamentals. It took less
than 72 hours for Silicon Valley
Bank with $211 billion of assets to
collapse. It took less than 48 hours
for Signature Bank with $110 bil-
lion of assets to crumble. It took
lessthan 16 hours for 167-years old
Credit Suisse Bank with over $1.5
trillion of assets to fall. UBS took
over Credit Suisse practically for
free, wiping out $35 billion of eq-
uity and $15 billion of AT-1 bonds.
And it took less than 8 hours to re-
coup over $25 billion of CS bonds’
mark-to-market (MTM) losses.
This proved once again: volatility

is a friend of an investor, an enemy
of a speculator, and importantly
that fortune favours the prepared.”

Guglani walked through the
fundamentals of fixed-income
investing, explained how to opti-
mise risk-adjusted returns, and
explored various investment op-
portunities.

Muscat Chapter of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of India

(MCICAI) invited Guglani to ex-
plain how to “lock in” the prevalent
higher interest rates while navi-
gating treacherous volatility of the
markets and share his views on in-
terest rate outlook, and learnings
from the collapse of Silicon Valley
Bank (SVB) and Credit Suisse.

Commenting on the webinar,
Guglani said: “We are delighted
to join with Muscat Chapter of
the Institute of the Chartered
Accountants of India (MCICAI)
which is the leading professional
body of professionals in Oman, to
share our core wealth — our deep
understanding of fixed income
markets — with society at large. It
is incumbent on professionals to
raise to the challenges thrown by
the environment of elevated yields
amidst heightened volatility, to ed-
ucate and enrich the society.”

Atul Gupta, chief guest at the
webinar, said: “Chartered Account-
ants have an important role to play
to uphold the integrity of the mar-
kets, and such seminars enlighten
and empower them to be at the
forefront of the financial world.”

Sajeev Surendran, chairman of
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BRUSSELS: The 20 countries
that make up the Eurozone re-
corded slowed inflation rates,

energy prices falling official, Eu-

revealed on Friday.
Consumer prices in the Eu-

March, but that represented a de-

crease from 8.5 per cent in Febru-

ary, the data showed.
Nevertheless, food, alcohol,

per cent faster than the previous
month’s 15 per cent. This means

pay more for these essentials.

senior eurozone economist, “this
indicates that price pressures
remain high for the moment, al-

though this should improve in the
coming months.”

direction after rising to double-
digit rates over the past year.

from 8.5 per cent recorded in Feb-
the lowest rate recorded in a year.

Inflation falling
On both sides of the Atlantic, in-

although food prices rose with

ropean Union’s statistics agency

rozone rose by 6.9 per cent in

and tobacco prices rose by 154

European consumers must still

According to Bert Colijn ING

However, energy prices fell by
0.9 per cent, an abrupt change of

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine sent
oil and gas prices soaring last year
but they have become more stable
in recent months, helped also by
mild winter. According to data by
European Union statistics agency
Eurostat, consumer prices dropped

ruary to 6.9 per cent in March. It is

the Muscat Chapter of ICAI, said,
“It is a privilege to bring to our fel-
low members and friends cutting-
edge insight from Sanjay Guglani,
who has once again proved unique
insights chartered accountants
bring to the investment world.
I would like to thank all my col-
leagues and our sponsors for their
untiring support to create such
wonderful events.

Founded in 2008, Silverdale
Capital Pte Ltd (“Silverdale Capi-
tal”), based in Singapore is an
award-winning, Monetary Author-
ity of Singapore (MAS) licensed
and regulated fund management
company. Silverdale Capital man-
ages over a billion dollars of assets
across Silverdale Bond Fund, Sil-
verdale Fixed Income Funds, and
other bespoke fund solutions.

ICAI Muscat Chapter was es-
tablished in the year 2008 under
the sponsorship of the College of
Banking and Financial Studies
(CBFS) by a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) signed by two
bodies for the development of the
accounting profession in Oman
and sharing knowledge and skills.

Organisation and Management
Report (Corporate Governance
Report), Auditor’s Report on the
Bank’s Audited Financial State-
ments and the Sharia Compliance
Report of Ahli Islamic for the year
ended December 31, 2022. Moreo-
ver, the bank’s shareholders ap-
proved the distribution of a cash
dividend of 9 baisas per share.
Further, the general assembly was
informed of related party transac-
tions the Bank completed during
the previous fiscal year.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the AGM, Hamdan Ali Nasser Al
Hinai, Chairman of the Board of
Directors, said, “The bank has
completed 15 years since its estab-
lishment as a commercial bank.
As a team, we have been able to
unlock our true potential and ex-
perience competitive success
despite market challenges. We
have already established our cre-
dentials in the country with a rich
portfolio of products and services,
and are now buoyed by the consist-
ent growth in our customer base,
which is equally complemented by
investor confidence.”

The AGM also conducted an
election to acclimate new mem-
bers to the Board of Directors of

Tier 1 capital instrument

the bank for the coming period. It
approved the board’s performance
report and criteria for the per-
formance approval of the Board
of Directors. Additionally, a third
party was appointed to appraise
the board’s performance for the fi-
nancial year ending on 31 Decem-
ber 2023 and determine their fees.
External auditors and external Sh-
aria auditors were also appointed
for the same period.

Highlighting the bank’s strat-
egy to focus on a lower cost-cutting
base by introducing new products
and expanding retail branches, Al
Hinai added, “Our vision to be a
vibrant and innovative centre of
banking through our customer-
centric approach to business, has
helped us amplify our market pres-
ence and bolster our relationships
with our patrons.

“We will ensure that the year
unfolds several new innovative
products and digital technologies
to strengthen our key performance
indicators. Our intent to stay con-
nected with our customers and to
meet their changing requirements
will further augment our growth
curve. Our commitment is, first
and foremost, to our people and our
country.”

Indian-American Ajay
Banga sole nominee
to lead World Bank

WASHINGTON: The World
Bank has said that Indian-Amer-
ican Ajay Banga is the only can-
didate nominated for the Presi-
dent’s position as the nomination
period closed on March 29.

The World Bank announced
that Ajay Banga will be consid-
ered for the position. In a press
release issued on its website, the
World Bank said, “The World
Bank Group’s Board of Executive
Directors today confirmed that,
as announced on February 22,
the period for submitting nomi-
nations for the position of the
next President of the World Bank
Group closed on Wednesday,
March 29 at 6:00 pm ET.”

The World Bank further said,
“The Board received one nomina-
tion and would like to announce
that Mr. Ajay Banga, a US na-
tional, will be considered for the
position.”

The World Bank said that a for-
mal interview will be conducted
with the candidate in Washing-

Eurozone inflation lower than
expected as energy costs drop

vestors are focusing on inflation
to gauge next steps central banks
will take.

Bloomberg and financial data
firm FactSet had forecasted the
inflation rate to reach 7.1 per cent
in the Eurozone in March.

Despite falling from a peak of
10.6 per cent in October, the rate
remains high above the European
Central Bank’s (ECB) 2 per cent
target. Central banks must be
careful balancing taming inflation
with interest rate rises. More hikes
risk to hurt the banking sector.

The ECB has raised interest
rates repeatedly to tame red-hot
inflation but the size of the next
rate hike is unclear after recent

turbulence in the banking sector.

Eurozone’s core inflation,
which excludes volatile food and
energy prices has however raised
to 5.7 in March from 5.6 per cent
in February.

This has created fears over
price growth.

“The potential for core inflation
to remain stickier than hoped will
be the main reason for the ECB to
continue to hike in the near term.
‘We expect another 25bp hike in
May and another in June,” ING’s
Colijn said in anote.

In Germany, annual price
growth slowed to 7.4 per cent in
March from 8.7 per cent in the
first two months of 2023. -ow

>

ton DC. It said, “In accordance
with established procedures, the
Board of Executive Directors will
conduct a formal interview with
the candidate in Washington DC,
and expect to conclude the Presi-
dential selection in due course.”

In February, US President Joe
Biden nominated former Mas-
tercard CEO Ajay Banga to lead
the World Bank. In a statement,
Biden noted that Ajay Banga is
“uniquely” equipped to lead the
World Bank at a critical moment
in history. -ant

UK agrees to
join trans-Pacific
trade pact in
post-Brexit deal

LONDON: The UK has
reached an agreement to join a
major trans-Pacific trade pact,
in the nation’s biggest trade
deal since Brexit.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
on Friday made the announce-
ment to join the Comprehen-
sive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP), making Britain the
first new member since the
creation of the bloc in 2018 and
also the first European country
in the trade grouping.

“Joining the CPTPP trade
bloc puts the UK at the centre
of a dynamic and growing group
of Pacific economies,” Sunak
said in a statement, adding that
the deal demonstrated “the real
economic benefits of our post-
Brexit freedoms.”

UK seeks trade ties with
fast-growing economies
The CPTPP is the successor to
a previous trans-Pacific trade
pact that the United States
withdrew from in 2017 un-
der former President Donald
Trump. The bloc currently has
11 members, including Japan,
Australia, Brunei, Canada,
Chile, Malaysia, Mexico, New
Zealand, Peru, Singapore and
Vietnam.

The deal comes after nearly
two years of intense talks. -ow
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DEEP OGEAN GURRENTS
'AROUND ANTARGTICA
HEADED FOR

COLLAPSE

THE DEEP OCEAN

About

2320

trillion tonnes of
cold, salty, oxygen-
rich water sinks
near Antarctica
each year. This
water then spreads
northwards and
carries oxygen into
the deep Indian,
Pacific and Atlan-
tic Oceans.

cientists apprehend that the deep ocean
circulation that forms around Antarctica
could be headed for collapse.

Such decline of this ocean circulation
will stagnate the bottom of the oceans and generate
further impacts affecting climate and marine eco-
systems for centuries to come.

The results are detailed in a new study coordi-
nated by Scientia Professor Matthew England,
Deputy Director of the ARC Centre for Excellence
in Antarctic Science (ACEAS) at UNSW Sydney.
The work, published today in Nature, includes lead
author Dr. Qian Li -- formerly from UNSW and now
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
-- aswell as co-authors from the Australian National
University (ANU) and CSIRO.

Cold water that sinks near Antarctica drives the
deepest flow of the overturning circulation -- a net-
work of currents that spans the world’s oceans. The
overturning carries heat, carbon, oxygen and nutri-
ents around the globe. This influences climate, sea
level and the productivity of marine ecosystems.

“Our modelling shows that if global carbon emis-
sions continue at the current rate, then the Antarc-
tic overturning will slow by more than 40 per cent
in the next 30 years -- and on a trajectory that looks
headed towards collapse,” says Prof England.

“If the oceans had lungs,
this would be one of them,”
Prof England says.

The international team
of scientists modelled the
amount of Antarctic deep
water produced under the
IPCC ‘high emissions sce-
nario’, until 2050.

The model captures
detail of the ocean pro-
cesses that previous mod-
els haven’t been able to,
including how predic-
tions for meltwater from
ice might influence the
circulation.

This deep ocean current
has remained in a rela-
tively stable state for thou-
sands of years, but with
increasing greenhouse
gas emissions, Antarctic
overturning is predicted
to slow down significantly
over the next few decades.

0000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

“We are talking about the
possible long-term extinction of
an iconic water mass,” says Prof

England. “Such profound changes
to the ocean’s overturning of heat,
freshwater, oxygen, carbon and
nutrients will have a significant
adverse impact on the oceans for
centuries to come.”

REDUCED
ANTARCTIC OVERTURNING

With a collapse of this deep ocean current, the
oceans below 4000 metres would stagnate.

“This would trap nutrients in the deep ocean,
reducing the nutrients available to support
marine life near the ocean surface,” says Prof
England.

Co-author Dr Steve Rintoul of CSIRO and the
Australian Antarctic Program Partnership says
the model simulations show a slowing of the
overturning, which then leads to rapid warming
of the deep ocean.

“Direct measurements confirm that warm-
ing of the deep ocean is indeed already under-
way,” says Dr Rintoul. The study found melting
ice around Antarctica makes the nearby ocean
waters less dense, which slows the Antarctic
overturning circulation. The melt of the Antarc-
tic and Greenland ice sheets is expected to con-
tinue to accelerate as the planet warms.

-ANI
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Verstappen clinches first ever
pole for Austra

Mercedes’ George Russell claims front

row start along with his team-mate Lewis

Hamilton for Sunday’s race in Melbourne

MELBOURNE: Max Verstappen
drew level with Fernando Alonso
by taking his 22nd career pole
position on Saturday in qualifying
for the 2023 Australian Grand Prix
— while Mercedes’ George Russell
qualified second and Sergio Perez
ended up 20th after a Q1 crash.
Verstappen set a time of 1m

16.732s to take his first Australian
Grand Prix pole position ahead of
Russell, who was 0.236s off in Q3.

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton
ended up third on the grid, 0.372s
off the pace, while Fernando
Alonso was 0.407s off the pace in
fourth place.

Carlos Sainz qualified fifth

il

for Ferrari in front of Aston
Martin’s Lance Stroll, while
Charles Leclerc struggled on the
way to seventh spot.

Alex Albon managed a stellar
eighth for Williams to leave Al-
pine’s Pierre Gasly ninth and Nico
Hulkenberg tenth for Haas.

Yellow flags flew in first qualify-
ing — where the official risk of rain
was 90% — as Logan Sargeant went
off track, just before Perez brought
out red flags by locking up and
beaching his Red Bull in the Turn
3 gravel having struggled through-
out FP3.

Conditions stayed dry and Ver-
stappen set the fastest time in Q1
ahead of George Russell and Lewis
Hamilton.

Barcelona ‘in contact’ with
PSG on Messi's return

BARCELONA: Spanish gi-
ants Barcelona are in con-
tact with French club Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) regarding
Lionel Messi’sreturntotheclub,
Barcelona vice-president Ra-
fael Yuste said on Friday.

The 35-year-old Argentina
forward is Barcelona’s all-time
top scorer with 672 goals in 778
games and left the Nou Camp
for financial reasons in 2021.

His two-year contract with
Paris St-Germain expires this
summer and his preference
is thought to be staying with
the French club. “Leo and his
family know the affection I have
for them,” Yuste said.

Messi agreed a new deal with
Barcelona on reduced wages two
years ago, but it was depend-
ent on the club selling players
following new financial rules.

That did not happen in time
and ended his storied spell at
the club which yielded four
Champions Leagues and 10
La Liga titles - plus six Ballons
d’Or.

“I participated in the
negotiations which unfortu-
nately did not lead to a certain
result,” said Yuste.

“I've always had this thorn
in my side that Leo couldn’t
continue at our club.

“Messi knows how much we
appreciate him. I would love
for him to come back. We're in
contact, of course, with them.”

Messi, who won the World
Cup with Argentina in Decem-
ber, has scored 29 goals in 66
games for PSG.

Herecently claimed his 100th
international goal and 800th ca-
reer strike.

In qualifying two, Verstappen
continued his run to top the ses-
sion ahead of Alonso, which set up
anail-biting Q3 where Verstappen
took provisional pole in Q3 but
reported gearshift issues. Despite
that, he improved to cement pole
with a blistering effort.

Alpine’s Esteban Ocon was
caught in traffic and eliminated
from QR in P11, 0.08s off safety,
while Yuki Tsunoda was vis-
ibly annoyed at being held up in
the pit lane weighbridge before
he was eliminated in P12 for
AlphaTauri.

McLaren’s Lando Norris made
a brace of mistakes in Q2 and fin-
ished P13 ahead of Haas’s Kevin
Magnuseen, while Nyck de Vries

finished P15 in qualifying for Al-
phaTauri.

Home hero Oscar Piastri was
0.047s off safety in Q1 as the
McLaren driver qualified 16th
ahead of Alfa Romeo’s Zhou
Guanyu and Williams’ Sargeant in
P18. Valtteri Bottas hit traffic in Q1
and qualified 19th, leaving Perez
20th after his Q1 excursion.

Verstappen admitted Red Bull
had struggled to get the optimum
out of their car this weekend,
which had been a scrappy one up to
qualifying. “The last lap was pretty
good,” Verstappen said. “Until then
the whole weekend it has been dif-
ficult to get the tyres in the right
window and it was pretty tricky to
find the grip and nail it on one lap.

lian Grand Prix

“But it all came right in qualify-
ing. I'm pretty happy with that.”

Perez crashed the second Red
Bull on his first lap of qualifying
and will start the race at the back.

It is a major blow to the Mexi-
can, who is just one point behind
Verstappen in the championship
after his victory in the last race in
Saudi Arabia and who started the
weekend saying he had confidence
he had Red Bull’s backing to chal-
lenge his team-mate.

Perez insisted there was a prob-
lem with the car after a day char-
acterised by similar errors caused
by locking his wheels during brak-
ing but said he “trusts totally with
my team we will be able to fix the
issue”.

PCB denies talk of neutral venue
for Cricket World Cup 1n India

DUBALI: Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chairman Najam Sethi has
confirmed that at no stage had the
idea of Pakistan playing its games
at a neutral venue during the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023
been proposed in any Internation-
al Cricket Council (ICC) forum.

India will host the Cricket
World Cup across October and
November this year while Paki-
stan is scheduled to host the Asia
Cup 2023.

Some media reports had sug-
gested that a hybrid model had
been proposed which would
see Pakistan play its World Cup
matches at neutral venues, some-
thing the ICC says there are no
plans for.

In a media statement released
on Friday Sethi reconfirmed there
is a proposal in front of the Asia
Cricket Council (ACC), the admin-
istrators of the Asia Cup, to stage
India’s matches at a neutral venue
but refuted that any such meas-
ures have been formally proposed
to the ICC around the Cricket
‘World Cup.

“At no stage during Thursday’s
media interaction, did I give any
reference to the ICC or made any
remarks on the ICC Men’s Cricket
‘World Cup 2023, which is sched-
uled in October,” said Sethi, via the

statement. “This matter has not
been mooted or discussed at any
ICC forum so far.”

It must be noted that in
October last year, Pakistani cricket
authorities hinted they may pull
out of this year’s World Cup in
India, a day after officials there
said they would not send a team to
the 2023 Asia Cup in Pakistan.

Indian cricket board secre-
tary Jay Shah had said that India
“can’t” send a team to Pakistan,
adding the tournament would be
moved to a neutral venue.

His announcement caught Pa-
kistan by surprise, with officials
warning it could “split” the inter-

national cricket community. The
PCB said Shah’s comments “can
impact Pakistan’s visit to India
for the ICC Cricket World Cup
2023 and future ICC Events in
India in the 2024-2031 cycle”.

The Pakistan board said it has
not received any official commu-
nication from the ACC, and noted
that hosting rights for the 2023
Asia Cup had been given to Paki-
stan under Shah’s leadership.

Despite being considered one
of the sport’s greatest rivalries,
India and Pakistan have not met
on home soil in any version of the
game since 2012, and only play
each other in multinational tour-
naments on neutral grounds.

It was also reported earlier
that the Pakistan team could play
its ICC Cricket World Cup 2023
matches in Bangladesh instead of
India, which is the original host
of the tournament, ESPNCricinfo
reported. Discussions have taken
place that could see Pakistan shift-
ing their games to a neutral venue
and Bangladesh hasbeen proposed
asthe venue.

A hybrid model for this year’s
Asia Cup is being looked at as a so-
lution. Pakistan is the original host
of the Asia Cup this year, but India
is likely to play their matches at a
neutral venue.

Manchester City trounce Liverpool to stay in title hunt

LONDON: It was a dominat-
ing display by Manchester City
as maintained the pressure on
English Premier League leaders
Arsenal by shrugging off the ab-
sence of the injured Erling Haal-
and to outclass Liverpool 4-1 with
a magnificent display at Etihad
Stadium on Saturday.

City’s 42-goal striker was
ruled out with a groin injury, but
Pep Guardiola’s reigning
champions demonstrated their
all-round strength by com-
ing from a goal down against a
Liverpool side who have made life
so difficult for them in the past, to
run out convincing winners.

Liverpool caught City with
a counter-attack after 17 min-
utes to take the lead, Diogo Jota
making the break before Mo-

hamed Salah applied a thumping
finish.

City responded in devastat-
ing fashion with the outstand-
ing Jack Grealish, who made a
crucial intervention on Salah
when Liverpool had the chance
to double their lead, crossing for
Julian Alvarez to equalise after
27 minutes.

Alvarez was the creator as City
went ahead 53 seconds after the
break, his raking pass finding
Riyad Mahrez, who crossed for
Kevin de Bruyne to slide home
from close range.

John Stones delivered a mas-
terclass in an unaccustomed
role which saw him advance
into midfield but also drop back
into defence when required, and
with City in total control Ilkay

Gundogan added the third after
a goalmouth skirmish.

Grealish deserved a goal and it
duly arrived in the 74th minute
when he timed his arrival per-
fectly to turn in De Bruyne’s cross
as Liverpool ended beaten and
bedraggled.

Speaking to BT Sport after the
win, Grealish said: “Brilliant, we
knew it would be a tough game
playing Liverpool and the first
after the international break is al-
ways difficult.

“We wanted to start this last
period right, Liverpool are so dan-
gerous with players they have up
front and then you, not fear the
worst, but think it’s going to be a
tough game to get back into it. We
were excellent especially in the
second half”
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Embrace Ramadan traditions
and celebrations in Dubai

Have a memorabhle
Ramadan celebration
by checking out the
different Ramadan
experiences across
the city including
exquisite Ramadan
tents, traditional iftar
and suhour, cultural
and community
events, bustling night
markets and more

DUBALI: Travel to Dubai and bask
in delightful Ramadan tents, iftar
and suhour, cultural experiences,
late-night shopping, and more

Spend the holy month of Rama-
dan with your family and loved
ones by travelling to Dubai.

Have a memorable Ramadan
celebration by checking out the
different Ramadan experiences
across the city including exquisite
Ramadan tents, traditional iftars
and suhour, cultural and commu-
nity events, bustling night mar-
kets, and more.

Visit Ramadan tents at
iconic locations
Breakyourfastorhaveyour suhour
at one of the beautifully-designed
Ramadan tents at Dubai’s iconic
locations. Asateer Tent at Atlantis,
The Palm is one of Dubai’s most
popular places to visit during the
Holy Month. Guests can savour
an opulent dining experience with
a sumptuous iftar featuring Mo-

roccan, Lebanese, Persian, and
Emirati cuisine. Al Majlis Tent at
Madinat Jumeirah presents both
iftar and suhour offers this Rama-
dan. Another not-to-be-missed
venue is Terrace Between Tow-
ers at Jumeirah Emirates Towers,
where guests can indulge in de-
lectable iftar while admiring the
impressive vistas of the Museum
of the Future and the Dubai sky-
line. For a unique iftar experience,
book your iftar at Dubai Opera and
relish a luscious iftar while be-
ing entertained by talented musi-
cians performing live classical and
Arabic tunes. The purpose-built
Dana Tent at City Walk has both
iftar and suhour options for guests
to indulge in a mouthwatering
spread of Emirati and Mediter-
ranean dishes set amidst modern
arabesque interiors.

Choose from a wide
selection of Iftar, Suhour
During the holy month of Rama-
dan, Dubai offers a wide variety
of iftar and suhour options - from
budget-friendly to lavish iftars at
top-notch hotels and dining ven-
ues. Lalezar at Downtown Dubai,
Bombay Bungalow in JBR, Mo-
halla at Dubai Design District, and
Nomad at Jumeirah Creekside
Hotel have affordably-priced iftar
offers. Other delectable options
include QD’s at Dubai Creek Re-

sort, The Restaurant at Address
Beach Resort, SLS Dubai’s Iftar
in the Sky, Hikayat Ramadan Gar-
den at Palazzo Versace, authentic
Lebanese iftar at Al Nafoorah at
Jumeirah Zabeel Saray. For more
indulgent options, take a pick from
these lavish offers: Turkish iftar at
Turquoise, Rixos Premium JBR,
Bedouin-inspired dining Ama-
seena at Ritz-Carlton Dubai, iftar
under the stars at Armani/Pavil-
ion, and iftar to remember at Burj
Al Arab’s Al Iwan.

Live up to time-honoured
traditions and festivities
A must-visit experience in Dubai
this year is Ramadan Wonders
at Global Village. Starting on 23
March, this popular venue will be
hosting a Majlis of the World for all
its guests to celebrate the blessed
month. Book tables for a limited-
time iftar dinner seating or stay
for the entire evening, including
suhoor. Live oud players and harp-
ists will treat guests to melodious
tunes along with other captivating
acts. While there, you can also ex-
plore the pavilions, check out live
shows and shop for your loved ones.
Hai Ramadan at Expo City
Dubai, which runs from March
3 to April 25, takes visitors on a
cultural journey where they can
share unique experiences from
across the Islamic world. From re-

gional cuisine to international gas-
tronomy and enticing street food,
visitors will have the chance to
indulge in an array of food and bev-
erages, reflecting the joy of break-
ing fast and sharing a meal with a
loved one during the Holy Month.
Don’t miss an engaging perfor-
mance at Al Wasl Plaza featuring
Rashid and Latifa on a quest to find
the moon. An ideal destination for
gatherings of family and friends,
entry to Hai Ramadan, including
the Al Wasl show and sports activ-
ities, is free, with charges for some
workshops and games. A bustling
night market will see homegrown
vendors offer perfumes, gifts, and
tailor-made clothing.

Al Marmoon Heritage Festival
is taking place from April 6 to April
18. Celebrates Emirati culture in
all its facets, the festival includes
almost two weeks of uninterrupted
entertainment for all, with thrill-
ing camel races taking place each
day. The annual free contest aims
to preserve and promote Arabian
traditions through celebrations, ac-
tivities and camel races, makingita
fun day out for the whole family.

Shop at different Ramadan
night markets at pop-ups
across city

Treat yourself and your family to
a memorable shopping spree by
visiting the Ramadan Night Mar-

ket at Dubai World Trade Center
from April 9 to 18. The 10-day-
long pop-up features multicultural
retailers from around the region
showcasing their novel products.
From fashion items to handicrafts
and jewellery to household goods,
browse a wide variety of treasures
that highlight the creativity of lo-
cal makers and artisans. Make sure
you stop by this free-to-attend an-
nual exhibition for a fun retail ex-
perience during the holy month. It
is open from 5pm until 2am.
Visitors can also expect differ-
ent retail offers at malls, super-
markets, and shopping venues, as
well as curated fashion pop-ups in
Dubai throughout the holy month.

UPGRADE Your Lifestyle
SUBSCRIBE, SAVE & ENJOY

Your new style of
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Toyota honours Saud Bahwan Automotive with prestigious ‘Gold Award’

MUSCAT: Toyota Motor Corpo-
ration recently honoured Saud
Bahwan Automotive with the
prestigious ‘Gold Award’ for being
the ‘Distributor in the Middle East
& Central Asia’.

The award recognised Saud
Bahwan Automotive’s excellence
in Sales, Spare Parts and Service
and placed it among the top dis-
tributors in the world. The award
was presented by Akitoshi Take-
mura, CEO, East Asia, Oceania &
Middle East Region, Toyota Motor
Corporation.

The award recognises Saud
Bahwan Automotive’s performance
in areaslike sales & after-sales, cus-
tomer centric initiatives, carbon
neutrality, best-in-town activities
among various other targets.

Receiving the award was Ab-

Abdullah Mohamed Bahwan receiving the prestigious award.

dullah Mohamed Bahwan, Man-
aging Director — Corporate, Saud
Bahwan Group. Sharing his
thoughts, Abdullah Mohamed

Bahwan said, “This is a historic
moment and moment of pride for
all of us at Saud Bahwan Automo-
tive. This distinction of being the

Toyota’s prestigious ‘Gold
Award’

distributor in the Middle East and
Central Asia, is possible only due
to the trust that our valued cus-
tomers have continued to place on

Lulu’s Convoy of Goodness
spreads joy across Oman

A special Convoy of
Goodness journeyed
across four major
governorates in Oman
to meet families and
distribute Ramadan
essentials needed for

the holy month

MUSCAT: In abid to deliver joy and
happiness during the holy month of
Ramadan, the Lulu group rolled out
an initiative to distribute special
Ramadan grocery kits to 1,000 de-

FRIENDI sponsors
Ramadan foothall
tournament

MUSCAT: FRIiENDi mobile is
sponsoring the 9 Bros Academy
football tournament this Rama-
dan, as part of its ongoing commit-
ment to support the Omani youth
and celebrate the spirit of the holy
month. The tournament will take
place at the Anas bin Nadr School
in Mabelah, starting on March 27.

Featuring 16 teams from promi-
nent academies and football
schools, including 9BROS Academy,
Limitless Academy, Al-Mawaleh
Academy, Junior Star Academy, Al-
pha Football Academy, Al-Shalami
Academy, Al-Qadisiyah Academy,
Seen Sports Academy, Galacticos
Academy, Anas bin Nadr School, the
competition aims to foster healthy
competition and camaraderie
among the participants.

Shadli Al Abdulsalam, Commer-
cial Director of FRiENDi mobile,
remarked, “At FRIENDi mobile,
we are dedicated to empowering
the Omani youth and nurturing
their talents. This football tour-
nament is a perfect platform for
these young athletes to showcase
their skills and foster a spirit of to-
getherness during the holy month
of Ramadan.”

Suleiman Darwish Al Alawi,
Manager of 9 Bros Academy add-
ed, “We are grateful for FRiIENDi
mobile’s support in organising
this tournament, which brings to-
gether the best football talent from
across the Sultanate. Together, we
are creating a positive and com-
petitive environment.”

serving families across Oman.

A special Convoy of Goodness
journeyed across four major gover-
norates in Oman to meet families
and distribute Ramadan essentials
needed for the holy month.

The campaign was a reflection
of Lulu’s continued commitment
to engage in charitable and hu-
manitarian initiatives and to cre-
ate a positive impact in the com-
munity in which it operates.

Lulu joined hands with the N7N
volunteer team to implement this
four-day charity campaign. The
volunteers travelled across the city
aswell as the remote areas of Oman
and distributed Ramadan kits con-
sisting of a month’s worth of gro-
ceries needed for an entire family
during Ramadan. The convoy cov-
ered governorates such as Muscat,
Salalah, Shargiyah and Sohar.

Speaking about the initiative,

Shabeer K.A., Regional Director —
Oman stated, “Ramadan is an oc-
casion that emphasises the values
of empathy and generosity. Lulu’s
aim behind implementing such
an initiative was to highlight the
importance of sharing and being
socially responsible by creating
an opportunity to spread happi-
ness to people across Oman dur-
ing Ramadan. We thank the N7N
Volunteers Team for collaborat-
ing with us to carry out this noble
initiative. We appreciate their
sincerity, dedication and commit-
ment to making this campaign a
true success,” he added.

Lulu’s strategies to support
charities, local community-based
initiatives, events and projects have
helped them build lasting relation-
ships with the local community.
The customer-centric group’s vi-
sion is to work closely with its part-
ners and customers to make a posi-
tive difference in people’s lives.

Unbeatable offers from Mitsubishi

MUSCAT: General Automotive
Company (GAC), the official dis-
tributor of Mitsubishi vehicles
in Oman, has announced the
launch of its highly anticipated
Ramadan campaign for 2023.

The campaign is designed to
provide customers with unbeat-
able deals and benefits to make
their ownership experience of
a brand-new Mitsubishi truly
rewarding. These include high-
value cash back, free registration,
free insurance, free service and
more with every purchase.

Manoj Ranade, General Man-
ager of GAC, said, “We are thrilled
to offer our customers such excit-
ing deals and benefits during this
Ramadan season. This year’s offer
is designed to provide exceptional
value and make the ownership of

anew Mitsubishi a rewarding ex-
perience. We believe our custom-
ers will appreciate the benefits
we’re offering and the joy of cel-
ebrating Ramadan with a brand
new Mitsubishi.”

The Ramadan Campaign this
year runs from 22 March 2023
until 21 May 2023. During this
period, customers who purchase
any Mitsubishi model will enjoy a
host of benefits, including a high-
value cash back ranging from
OMR 1,162 up to OMR 5,952, to-
gether with free registration, free

insurance, and a two-year/30,000
km free service package. All ve-
hicles sold will also come with a
6-year unlimited mileage war-
ranty and roadside assistance.

In addition to these benefits,
customers will also receive a
free brand gift with every pur-
chase. Moreover, other than the
insurance which is valid only on
Mirage and L200, All the other
elements of this promotion are
valid on all Mitsubishi models,
including the all-new Outlander,
Montero Sport, and L200.

‘Biggest Excitement’ benefits on Toyota Corolla

MUSCAT: Toyota Corolla fans
can now own a Corolla and get ex-
clusive benefits.

The benefits include Service 5
Years/50,000km (whichever is
earlier) and Insurance 1 Year Or
Cash Gift in Lieu of Insurance
OMR175 and a Raffle Coupon to
‘Win 1 out of 8 Toyota Raize SUVs.
The campaign is valid until 10th
May 2023. (Prospective buyers
may be advised that the benefits
vary between model variants,
model year and manufacturing
year. Terms & Conditions apply.
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Customers can visit any Saud
Bahwan Automotive showroom
for exact details.)

Toyota Corolla continues to

be an inspiration for the indus-
try with popular combination of
stylish design, advanced features,
well-detailed interior and more.
The Toyota Corolla has been an
iconic sedan since its introduc-
tion and it is one of those few
vehicles which encompasses all
aspects that customers desire.
Like style, space, comfort, fuel-
efficiency, power and more.

The Corolla is equipped with a
2.0-litre four-cylinder Dynamic
Force engine which produces 168
hp and 20.39 kg-m of torque.

us for years together. We thank our
customers and take this opportu-
nity to reiterate our commitment
towards offering high levels of cus-
tomer satisfaction by taking over-
all customer experiences to even
greater levels.”

Thanking Toyota Motor Cor-
poration for the award, he said,
“We also take this opportunity to
gratefully acknowledge the whole-
hearted support and guidance ex-
tended to us by Toyota Motor Cor-
poration, at all times. A historic
achievement like this would not
have been possible without it.”

In Oman, Toyota is more than
just a high quality, Japanese auto-
motive brand.

It is a household name. A place
earned through decades of trust
that customers have placed on

Saud Bahwan Automotive.

At Saud Bahwan Automotive,
customer satisfaction has always
been a top priority. Towards this,
considerable investments have
been made in state-of-the-art fa-
cilities across the country and a
nationwide network of branches.
Ensuring that wherever a Toyota
customer is in Oman, they are al-
ways close to a Saud Bahwan Au-
tomotive facility. This objective
has been backed by innovative
marketing strategies, strong after-
sales support and extensive cus-
tomer care activities.

Going forward, Saud Bahwan
Automotive will continue to fo-
cus on offering high levels of
overall customer experiences and
achieve high levels of customer
satisfaction.

Al Sharqgiyah University
launches Internal Research
Grants programine

MUSCAT: Al Shargiyah Uni-
versity (ASU), represented by
the Research, Innovation and
Technology Transfer Center
(RITTC), recently launched the
Internal Research Grants (IRG)
programme, which aims to en-
rich the research activities at
the university; build the research
capabilities of the university’s
employees and enhance their re-
search skills; encourage research
collaboration; and improve the
quantitative and qualitative in-
stitutional research output in a
way that enhances the Univer-
sity’s positioning nationally, re-
gionally and internationally.

The new programme for inter-
nal research grants at ASU comes
within the framework of the
university’s vision, mission, and
relentless endeavour to promote
a culture of research and innova-
tion, and to build a knowledge so-

ciety in such a way that integrates
with the objectives of other re-
search programs funded exter-
nally by the Ministry of Higher
Education, Research and Innova-
tion (MoHERI) such as the Block
Funding programme, the Stra-
tegic Research programme, and
others.

The IRG Program at ASU falls
within its Research Strategy as
well as its ambitious Strategic
Plan 2020-2025, which adopts
in its research section various
internally funded research ini-
tiatives such as its programs to
support participation in highly
reputed and specialised inter-
national conferences; support
research visits to international
institutions and research cen-
tres; and reward researchers for
their patents, books and research
articles published in high-quality
refereed research journals.

Elevate your lifestyle
this Ramadan with
INFINITI X80

MUSCAT: INFINITI Oman,
from the house of Suhail Bahwan
Automobiles, presents an excit-
ing opportunity for customers
looking to purchase the full-size
luxury SUV, INFINITI QX80.

Its Ramadan promotion brings
forth a plethora of rewards for
you to indulge in. By choosing
to purchase INFINITI QX80,
customers become eligible for
a range of benefits, including
free registration, free insurance,
assured gifts, periodic vehicle
maintenance, manufacturer’s
warranty, AAA/Road assistance
card, and referral programs.

This offer will remain valid
until May 4,. All customers pur-
chasing INFINITI QX80 vehi-
cles from Suhail Bahwan Auto-
mobiles during the period will be
eligible to participate in the cam-
paign scheme.

The promotion isvalid for indi-
viduals who purchase INFINITI
QX80 vehicles for personal use
exclusively. It does not apply to
Rent a Car, Taxi, Driver Trainer,
Fleet, and Ministry Billing sec-
tors. The scheme is exclusively
available for retail billing.

All customers purchasing IN-
FINITI QX80 in the scheme pe-
riod will be eligible for free first
year vehicle registration.

All customers purchasing IN-
FINITI QX80 MY2022 in the

scheme period will be eligible for
free first year vehicle insurance
(Oman and UAE only).

All  customers purchasing
INFINITI QX80 in the scheme
period will be eligible for com-
plimentary Window Film and
Body Paint Protection treatment
which will be done at the SBA
Service Centres only.

Customers purchasing IN-
FINITI MY2022 model QX80
during the scheme period will
get free Periodic Vehicle Mainte-
nance of 5 years or 100,000 kms
(whichever is earlier).

This offer excludes battery and
wear and tear components. This
offer includes service intervals of
10,000 kms.

INFINITI QX80 purchased in
the scheme period will have three
years / 100,000km manufactur-
er’s warranty.

Complimentary AAA Road As-
sistance card will be given on the
purchase of INFINITI QX80 for
the first year only and as support-
ed by AAA Oman and UAE.
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