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Morocco king appeals for
‘normality’ with Algeria

09

GoveRnMent vehiCle
PRoCuReMent
StReAMlined

Muscat - tender Board,
represented by the
directorate General of
Government Procurement,
signed framework
agreements on Sunday for
the purchase of
government vehicles. 

the contracts were
inked with various omani
vehicle suppliers for
efficient procurement.

on the sidelines of the
contract signing event,
tender Board also
launched an order
management system
designed to streamline
vehicle purchase services
via the Amana platform.

Badr al Ma’amari, Secr-
etary-General of tender
Board, said the new system
will reduce vehicle delivery
time by 50% to 60%.

Morocco beat South Korea
for first Women’s WC win

13

Muscat -In August, stargazers
will have the rare opportunity to
witness two supermoons.

The first, on Tuesday, will ap-
pear slightly brighter and bigger
than normal, as it will be closer
than usual, just 357,530km
away, thus the supermoon
label.

But the moon will be even
closer on the night of August 30
– just 357,344km away. Owing
to the fact that it is the second
full moon in the same month, it
will be what’s called a blue

moon.
“Warm summer nights are

the ideal time to watch the full
moon rise in the eastern sky
within minutes of sunset.
And it happens twice in
August,” said retired
NASA astrophysicist
Fred Espenak, dubbed
Eclipse for his eclipse-
chasing expertise.

The last time two full su-
permoons graced the sky in
the same month was in 2018. It
won’t happen again until 2037,

according to Italian astronomer
Gianluca Masi, founder of the

Virtual Telescope Project.
This year’s first super-

moon was in July. The
fourth and last will be in
September. The two in
August will be closer
than either of those.

Provided skies are
clear, binoculars or back-

yard telescopes can en-
hance the experience,

revealing such features as lunar
maria - the dark plains formed

by ancient volcanic lava flows -
and rays emanating from lunar
craters.

Astronomy enthusiast Ab-
dullah al Abri said, “This rare
occurrence of two super-
moons in a month is a note-
worthy event, deserving of
attention from seasoned as-
tronomers and casual
stargazer. Supermoons, al-
though not an uncommon oc-
currence, are always worth
celebrating due to the striking
visual beauty.”

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi Ara-
bia plans to host talks next week-
end to discuss a path towards
peace in Ukraine, convening rep-
resentatives from Kyiv, Western
powers and developing countries,
officials told AFP on Saturday.

Russia will not attend the
meeting in Jeddah, just as it did
not participate in a similar gath-
ering last month in Copenhagen,
said three officials based in the
Gulf who have been briefed on
the plans. A full list of participants
was not available, although coun-
tries including Britain and Japan
were expected to attend, the of-
ficials said.

The Wall Street Journal first re-
ported the Saudi-hosted talks
and said developing countries
such as Brazil that attended the
Copenhagen meeting were also
expected to be in Jeddah.

The move represents the lat-
est effort by Saudi Arabia to as-
sert itself in diplomacy related to
the Ukraine war.

In May, the kingdom hosted
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky at an Arab League sum-

mit in Jeddah, where he accused
some Arab leaders of turning "a
blind eye" to the horrors of Rus-
sia's invasion.

Riyadh has backed UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions denounc-
ing Russia's invasion as well as
Russia's declared annexation of
territory in eastern Ukraine.

At the same time, it has con-
tinued to coordinate closely with
Russia on energy policy, including
oil production cuts approved last
October that Washington said at
the time amounted to "aligning
with Russia" in the war.

Last September, Riyadh
played an unexpected role in bro-
kering the release of foreign fight-
ers detained in Ukraine, including
two from the United States and
five from Britain.

Earlier this year, a Saudi official
told journalists that Riyadh re-
mained open to contributing to
mediation to end the conflict, es-
pecially "on important minor is-
sues that may help cumulatively
in the end to have a political so-
lution of the whole issue".
AFP

Burden of global warming on Oman
Building climate resilience key to sultanate’s energy transition: IEA 
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

A new research from the Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA) pres-
ents a bleak picture of climate
change in Oman necessitating in-
troduction of policy measures to
achieve climate-resilient energy
transition in the sultanate. 

Climate projections indicate
that Oman will experience higher
temperatures in the coming dec-
ades, with more frequent heat
waves. Furthermore, low rainfall,
combined with limited natural
freshwater resources, has made
Oman one of the most water-
stressed countries. Oman has
less than 1,000m3 of freshwater
per capita per year, which is sig-
nificantly less than the world av-
erage of around 5,500m3.

Low-lying coastal areas are
vulnerable to sea level rise. This
could trigger saltwater intrusion
and lead to a decrease in fresh-
water availability in coastal areas,
where the majority of irrigated
land (56%) is located. 

‘Indeed, by the middle of the
21st century, 64% of cultivated
land in the southern Batinah re-
gion will be unfit for groundwater
irrigation owing to seawater in-
trusion into the Jamma aquifer
from sea level rise,’ stated the IEA
report titled Climate Resilience for
Energy Transition in Oman. 

Under a high-emissions sce-
nario, the mean annual tempera-
ture is projected to rise by about
5°C on average from 1990 to
2100, and the number of days ex-
periencing a warm spell (heat
wave) is projected to increase
from fewer than 15 in 1990 to
about 280 days on average in
2100. Under a low-emissions

scenario, the mean temperature
rise could be limited to about
1.5°C and the number of days of
heat wave to about 85 on aver-
age in 2100, IEA stated.

In recent years, Oman has ex-
perienced significant heat waves.
In June 2018, the minimum tem-
perature did not drop below
41.9°C for 24 hours in Quriyat. In
June 2021, a heat wave continued
for almost a month in some loca-
tions, reaching the country’s
highest recorded temperatures at
over 50°C.

Shifting precipitation patterns
also pose challenges, with a de-
crease in rainfall affecting fresh-
water availability and an increase
in energy demand for desalina-
tion plants. In response, Oman
has directed its efforts towards
climate change mitigation and re-
silience, focusing on clean energy
transition and the need for energy
infrastructure resilience, said IEA. 

Continued on Page 02

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Central Bank of Oman (CBO) has
warned that climate change risks
pose significant challenges to the
country’s financial system, giving
rise to both micro and macropru-
dential risks.

‘The impacts of climate
change, such as weather events,
can have profound implications
for individual financial institutions
(microprudential risk) as well as
the stability of the entire financial
system (macroprudential risk),’
CBO said in its Financial Stability
Report 2023.

These risks, as per the central
bank, include physical risks (di-
rect impacts from climate-related

events), transition risk (risks as-
sociated with the transition to a
low-carbon or green economy),
and liability risks (legal or finan-
cial consequences arising from
climate-related damages).

Moreover, financial institu-
tions, especially in hydrocarbon-

dependent countries like Oman,
face an additional challenge in
addressing the implications of
transitioning to a greener and
low-carbon economy, it said.

‘The shift towards reducing
carbon footprints requires signif-
icant changes in the structure of
the economy, which can have
profound implications for the op-
erations, investments and overall
business strategies of these insti-
tutions.’ 

This transition, CBO said, ‘may
involve a fundamental restructur-
ing of industries, diversification of
revenues for the government and
businesses, and adoption of sus-
tainable practices’.

The central bank added that fi-
nancial institutions need to ac-

tively assess and manage the
risks and opportunities associ-
ated with this transition to ensure
long-term viability and resilience
in a changing economic land-
scape.

‘It is crucial for financial regu-
lators, policymakers and institu-
tions to proactively consider,
manage and mitigate these risks
to safeguard the stability and re-
silience of the financial system in
the face of ongoing climate
change.’

It has advised banks and finan-
cial leasing companies to en-
hance their risk management
policies and practices in accor-
dance with the international best
practices on climate-related fi-
nancial risks.

Saudi plans to host
talks on Ukraine war

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoCIIP) has issued
Ministerial Decision No
412/2023 aimed at curbing hid-
den trade in the sultanate. The
new rules impose stringent
penalties, with fines reaching up
to RO15,000 for individuals en-
gaged in hidden trade.

The decision aims to mitigate
hidden trade and its economic
and social impacts on business
owners and the wider Omani so-
ciety. The move is in response to
appeals from citizens in recent
years calling for an end to this
phenomenon. 

The decision provides defini-
tions for clarity. 'Hidden trade'
refers to any activity undertaken
by an individual, independently or

collaboratively, that is not permit-
ted by current laws and Royal
Decrees within the sultanate. 

'Activity' encompasses com-
mercial, industrial, professional,
crafts, tourism or any other eco-
nomic engagement. A 'hidden
person' refers to an individual en-
gaged in hidden trade.

The new regulation states that
no person may engage, directly

or indirectly, in any activity that is
not permitted under the prevail-
ing laws. Hidden trade, carried
out under the name of the hidden
person, using their commercial
registration or licence, or by any
other means, is strictly prohib-
ited.

The decision empowers
MoCIIP to take any measure it
deems necessary to enforce

these regulations. Furthermore,
any individual who becomes
aware of any hidden trade activ-
ity must promptly report this to
the ministry.

MoCIIP can task its spe-
cialised staff to monitor busi-
nesses, permitting them to enter
at any time to ensure compliance
with these new rules and deal
with any violations accordingly.

Upon violation of these new
rules, the ministry may impose
several penalties: Removal of the
activity from the commercial reg-
ister, and impose an administra-
tive fine of RO5,000, or even
higher RO10,000 for a second vi-
olation, along with a three-month
activity suspension. A third viola-
tion will result in a fine of
RO15,000, removal from the
commercial register, and a one-
year suspension before re-regis-
tration is possible.

The decision holds legal enti-
ties accountable for penalties if
an employee commits a violation
in its name or for its benefit. 

The incidence of commercial
fraud has escalated in recent
times, posing significant chal-
lenges to the labour market.
These introduce unfair competi-
tion, especially detrimental to
small and medium enterprises. 

Double treat for stargazers in August, on 1st and 30th

Climate change poses challenges 
for financial stability: CBO report

‘The shift towards
reducing carbon
footprints requires
significant changes
in the structure of
the economy, which
can have profound
implications’

The decision aims 
to mitigate hidden
trade and its 
economic and 
social impacts on
business owners
and the wider
Omani society

MoCIIP clamps down on hidden trade 



Muscat - The Ministry of
Transport, Communications
and Information Technology
is hosting the 51st meeting of
the Permanent Committee of
the Arab Parliament for Com-
munications and Information.
The three-day meeting, tak-
ing place in Muscat, will
tackle an array of subjects
pertinent to Arab collabora-
tion in communications and
information.

Cybersecurity and the
Arab strategy for communi-
cations and information are
among the key topics on the
agenda. These discussions
aim to promote and fortify
mutual Arab interests in the
field of communications and
information.

Dr Saud bin Humaid al
Shuaili, Director General of
Policy and Governance at the
ministry, emphasised the
meeting's focus on critical as-
pects of the communications
and IT sector, including digital

economy, data and cyberse-
curity. He anticipates that the
meeting will generate several
pertinent recommendations.

Dr Khaled Wali, Director of
Arab Leagues’ Communica-
tions and Information Tech-
nology Development
Department, underlined the
meeting’s significance in
aligning Arab countries' poli-
cies to international stan-
dards and platforms. He also
pointed out the importance of
these global gatherings for
coordination between Arab
technical teams on matters
such as artificial intelligence. 

02      mUsCaT DaILY      MONDAY, JULY 31, 2023

naTIOn

Send Your commentS 
Share your comments in not more than 50 words along with your 
full name and profession before next Sunday, 10am, via WhatsApp,
Facebook or Instagram

next on
Your SaY

A first in the region, the new Social Protection Law promises 
end-of-service benefits for expatriate workers. How can this 
system be streamlined for the maximum benefit of expats?

The views stated here are those of the respondents and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly about the issues discussed here, you can
email your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om You can also log on to our Facebook page or tweet us your comments on the issue.

Reema Bhatia
Teacher

Oman is a safe and beautiful country. The reason
behind this is its kind and courteous people. The
country shares good relations with most countries
around the world. Despite being an Islamic coun-
try, it respects all other cultures and religions.

Jayatee Choudhury
Student

In Oman, the best thing is the friendly and co-op-
erative nature of the nationals. To make Oman
more attractive, there should be more easily ac-
cessible tourist attractions. Tourism representa-
tives should emphasise on the rich heritage of
Oman thereby encouraging people to visit the
country. Cheap hotels and tour guides should be
easily available.

mahmud Khan
Physician

Oman is the second largest country in the Gulf,
with a population of about 5mn. The country is
safe, thanks to the rule of law enforced by Royal
Oman Police. To attract more tourists, investing
in public transportation, like a metro rail system,
will be beneficial. Oman is blessed with serene
beaches, hills and diverse terrain, making it a truly
beautiful destination.

Tanushree
(Visited Oman in 2018)

Oman is an incredibly beautiful and secure desti-
nation, but it could benefit from further advance-
ments in education opportunities and the
development of tourist attractions.

Raghavendra singh
Accountant

In this country, rules apply equally to all citizens,
and the remarkable aspect is that everyone
wholeheartedly adheres to these regulations, con-
tributing to its enhanced beauty.

Jaseela K a
Urban planner

Being an expat and new to the country, I perceive
safety in Oman by observing how women were
treated in the country. They can walk alone on the
streets late at night and visit beaches before dawn
and at night without any worries, thanks to the re-
spect they receive from others. People treat each
other with consideration and make everyone feel
comfortable. To make the country even safer, pro-
viding more working women's hostels for expatri-
ates will be helpful. Moreover, having cheaper and
more frequent public transportation options like
buses, along with the upcoming metro and rail
projects, will be beneficial improvements.

YOUR 
SAY

In a world where safety and
security are paramount
concerns, even more so for
expatriates seeking a new home
away from home, Oman has
emerged as a shinning example
of comfort and assurance.
Recently ranked as the fourth
safest country for expatriates,
Oman's reputation for offering a
high standard of living and
safety has been firmly
established since years. With an
unparalleled commitment to
safety, Oman warmly embraces
its diverse expatriate
community, providing them with
a sanctuary of comfort and
peace. What makes Oman
different from other countries?
What else can be done to make
it more attractive? Here's what
Muscat Daily readers said -  

Send uS on our

neW
WhatSapp no

91953774

Oman, safe haven

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Indian artist Wilson Souza found
his muse in Oman on his maiden
visit to the sultanate earlier this
month. Drawing inspiration from
the country's diverse land-
scapes, he has completed 12
paintings and plans to create
more.

Passionate about painting
landscapes and semi-abstracts
using oil on canvas, Wilson
spoke highly of his experience in
Oman. "I'm enthralled by nature.
Many dream of exploring the
length and breadth of Oman, a
wish I've had the privilege to ful-
fil," he said. Invited by friends to
Oman, this is Souza’s first visit
abroad. 

Oman's unique beauty and

the warmth of its people capti-
vated him. "Palaces, mosques,
forts, mountains, villages, aflaj…
I found inspiration everywhere,"
he claimed. The diverse geo-
graphical features and the inher-
ent beauty of each location
triggered his creativity. 

A native of the state of Kar-
nataka, Souza plans to hold an
art exhibition in Oman. "As an
artist, my work should reach art

enthusiasts. I want to inspire the
younger generation to explore
and hone their artistic skills,"
Souza said. 

He believes exhibitions are a
vital platform for artists to con-
nect with global art lovers and
he's keen to participate if given
the opportunity.

Having cherished his experi-
ence in Oman, he anticipates re-
turning. 

Arab tech leaders
in Muscat for
strategic meet 

Indian artist enthralled by
Oman’s diverse offerings

Wilson Souza paints Nakhl Fort onsite (Supplied photos)

Cybersecurity and
the Arab strategy 
for communications
and information are
among the key topics
on the agenda

Continued from Page 01
Oman Vision 2040 and its Na-
tional Energy Strategy set a target
of scaling up renewables and im-
proving energy efficiency, while
the National Strategy for Adapta-
tion and Mitigation to Climate
Change and the second nation-
ally determined contribution
(NDC) recognise the need for en-
ergy infrastructure resilience
against climate change impacts.

‘The planned increase in the

share of renewables in power
generation (0% in 2015 to 20%
by 2030 and 35-39% by 2040)
would require more attention
being given to climate impacts.’

Completion of the National
Adaptation Plan and the govern-
ment’s support for climate risk
and impact assessment in the en-
ergy sector can act as a starting
point to achieve climate-resilient
energy transition in Oman, the
IEA report added.

Burden of global warming on Oman

(Supplied photo)



Muscat - Trail running and ad-
venture enthusiasts can look for-
ward to a weekend full of
adrenaline rush and also witness
the celebrations of the Jabal
Akhdar Festival next month. 

Organisers of the popular
Himam Trail Run Race are calling
for entries to the Himam Taster
Run race in Jabal Akhdar on Au-
gust 18. 

‘Join us for a thrilling taste of
Jabal Akhdar's beauty on August
18 - a fun-filled day of running,
before the main event in Novem-
ber,’ the organisers stated.

With trails designed to wind
through heritage villages, the
Taster Run offers two distances
– 10km for adults and 4km for
children. 

The 10km race will start at
4pm from the Castle of Emir of
Qatar and finish at Jabal Akhdar
Park 2. 

The children’s race will start at
5.30pm from Hayl al Yiman and
end at Jabal Akhdar Park 2. 

With the Jabal Akhdar Festi-
val set to take place from August
3 to 19, participants will have an
opportunity to be part of and wit-
ness a variety of activities and
events, featuring a range of cul-

tural, heritage, entertainment
and adventure programmes.

The Himam Trail Run Race
will be held on November 23 of-
fering runners the chance to
push their limits and test their
endurance on some of the most
breathtaking trails in Oman. 

Building on the success of last
year’s race, organisers have re-
vealed three distances that suit
all levels of ability, including the
classic and challenging Al Hajar
Ultra 110km, starting in the pic-
turesque town of Al Hamra.

Trail runners can also take
part in the 55km or 20km races,
both starting on November 24 in
Birkat al Mouz.
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Dancers from Oman shine at
global championship in Spain
Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

A dance group from Oman tri-
umphed at the Global Dance
Open championship in Avila,
Spain, making the sultanate
proud.

The troupe from the popular
dance academy DDA repre-
sented the sultanate in the four-
day competition from July 19 to
22. It claimed two gold medals -
Senior (Zero Degree) and Junior
(Sizzlers) - and a bronze in the
Solo senior (Shivika Bhatt) cate-
gories.

Expressing pride in the
group’s performance, DDA offi-
cial Deepthi S said, "Zero Degree
received cash prizes and secured
the second top scorer position

among more than 1,000 com-
petitors from 35 countries, in-
cluding the USA, Canada, Spain,
Portugal, Belgium, Gibraltar, Ca-
nary Islands, New Zealand, UAE,
Qatar, Japan and Germany."

The competition saw partici-
pation of contestants from
around the world in all three cat-
egories. "We had anticipated
being category winners, but
being crowned second overall
champions surpassed our expec-
tations. We are proud to put
Oman on the global dance map.
Our preparations over four
months paid off," Deepthi added.  

Earlier in May, DDA partici-
pated in the qualifying round of
the competition in Qatar and
emerged victorious with an im-
pressive score of 96.6.

Jabal Akhdar beckons
trail running enthusiasts 

MoSD green lights formation of four new entities 
Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

H E Dr Laila bint Ahmed al Najjar,
Minister of Social Development,
has approved the establishment
of four non-profit organisations -
Ishraqa Charitable Foundation, Al
Yusr Charitable Foundation, Pos-
itive Vision (Al Roya Al Ejabya)
Association, and the Omani De-
sign Association.

H E Laila issued four Minister
of Social Development (MoSD)
decisions on Sunday to this ef-
fect. The Ishraqa Charitable
Foundation will focus on the up-

liftment of Omani society. Its ob-
jectives include offering financial
aid for education-related activi-
ties, providing support for chil-
dren with disabilities, and

catering to the needs of the eld-
erly and women.

Al Yusr Charitable Foundation
is geared towards improving the
living conditions of impoverished

families, while the Positive Vision
Association’s mission is to de-
velop and implement awareness
programmes in the field of pre-
ventive healthcare. 

The association will primarily
target groups at high risk of
HIV/AIDS and substance addic-
tion. Additionally, it aims to equip
its members and volunteers with
the necessary skills to engage in
its various programmes and ac-
tivities. By coordinating with
other health institutions, both
government and private, Positive
Vision Association seeks to en-
courage youth participation in

voluntary health check-ups and
counseling programmes.

The Omani Design Associa-
tion is set to advance activities
and understanding of design as a
sustainable industry, and create
connections among design pro-
fessionals and related sectors. 

It also aims to equip institu-
tions - both government and pri-
vate – and individuals with
contemporary design experi-
ences that align with global de-
velopments. In addition, Omani
Design Association will provide
advisory support through its var-
ious branches. 

With trails designed
to wind through
heritage villages,
the Taster Run on
August 18 offers
two distances –
10km for adults
and 4km for 
children 

(Image for illustrative purpose)

(Supplied photo)



04      MUSCAT DAILY      MONDAY, JULY 31, 2023

BUSINESS

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

Inflation
increases by
2.8% in 2022

Muscat - The inflation rate in the
Sultanate of Oman increased by
2.8% in 2022 as the Consumers
Price Index (CPI) registered
109.7 points compared to 106.7
points in 2021, according to the
data issued by the National Cen-
tre for Statistics and Information
(NCSI).

The data indicated a rise in the
prices of main groups in 2022 in
varying rates. A rise was
recorded in the main groups of
housing, water, electricity, gas
and other fuels by 1.1%; transport
by 3.9%; food and non-alcoholic
beverages by 5.2%; clothing and
footwear by 1.3%; restaurants
and hotels by 2.1%; furniture,
household equipment and rou-
tine household maintenance by
1.3%; recreation and culture by
1.6%, education by 3.8%; miscel-
laneous goods and services by
2.1%; health by 3.1% and tobacco
by 0.6%. 

Meanwhile, prices of the
communications group sta-
bilised without change. 

As far as products are con-
cerned, oils and fats recorded the
highest contribution rate to the
rise in the CPI by 16%, followed
by fuels and oils for personal
transport equipment by 9.2%,
kindergarten by 6.4% and

spending on hotels by 5.5%. 
The Governorate of Buraimi

recorded the highest inflation
rate of 3.6%, while the Gover-
norate of Muscat recorded the
lowest rate of 2.4%. 

Producers Price Index (PPI) in
Oman recorded a 36.4% in-
crease  during 2022, touching
167.8 points compared to 123
points in 2021. 

Prices of oil and gas products
lead the rise by registering a
44.1% growth. Non-oil products
recorded an increase of 3.8%. 

Moreover, prices of crude oil
and natural gas went up by 47%
and the prices of refined oil in-
creased by 28.2%.

A rise was also recorded in
the prices of products of mining,
electricity and water by 1.3% and
converting industries by 4.5%.
ONA

Sohar - SOHAR Port and Free-
zone have signed a land lease
agreement with SCME Projects
Pvt Ltd (FZC) LLC, to establish a
steel fabrication unit within
SOHAR Freezone. 

With a total investment of
US$1.3mn on an area of
5,000sqm, the investment from
SCME Projects Pvt Ltd (FZC)
LLC highlights the attractiveness
of SOHAR Freezone for foreign
investors, setting the stage for
future foreign direct investment
in the region. 

This deal is geared towards
fostering seamless integration in
the mining sector's business
ecosystem and providing com-
prehensive industrial services like
project development to opera-
tional support and mechanical
maintenance of FAP, effectively
reducing construction costs.

Barjesh Kumar Singh, autho-
rised manager of SCME Projects
Pvt Ltd (FZC) LLC, said that the
company was upbeat about this
partnership with SOHAR Free-

zone and the promising opportu-
nities it offers to investors. 

By leveraging the strategic ad-
vantages provided by SOHAR
Freezone and its continued
growth, Singh assured that their
comprehensive service platform
would offer businesses a stream-
lined approach to accessing es-
sential services, ultimately
enabling them to focus on their
core operations and maximise
productivity.

“This signing with SCME Proj-
ects Pvt Ltd (FZC) LLC signifies
our unwavering commitment to
driving economic development
and fostering a self-sustaining in-
dustrial ecosystem,” said
Haitham al Omairi, Business De-
velopment Manager of SOHAR
Port and Freezone. 

“This agreement will signifi-
cantly enhance our value propo-
sition in establishing a dynamic
ecosystem, facilitating the provi-
sion of specialised technical
services to both current and
prospective clients.”

SOHAR Freezone
signs SCME for steel
fabrication unit

Prices of oil and gas
products lead the
rise by registering 
a 44.1% growth,
while non-oil 
products recorded
an increase of 3.8%
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Tehran, Iran - Iran’s Oil Minister
on Sunday said Tehran would
‘pursue its rights’ to a disputed
gas field also claimed by Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait if negotia-
tions fail, the ministry’s news
agency reported.

The offshore zone of the re-
source-rich Gulf, known as
Arash in Iran and Dorra in
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, has
long been a focal point of con-
tention between the three coun-
tries.

“Iran will pursue its rights and
interests regarding exploitation
and exploration” of the field “if
there is no desire for under-
standing and cooperation”, Iran-
ian Oil Minister Javad Owji was
quoted as saying by the official
Shana news agency.

He said Tehran has sought
“the path of negotiation and un-
derstanding with our neigh-
bours”, according to Shana.

“Iran will not tolerate any vio-
lation of its rights,” Owji added.

Earlier this month, Kuwait had
invited Iran for another round of
maritime border talks after
Tehran said it was ready to start
drilling in the field.

On Thursday, Sky News Ara-

bia quoted Kuwait’s Oil Minister
Saad al Barrak as saying his
country would begin ‘drilling and
production’ at the gas field with-
out waiting for a demarcation
deal with Iran.

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, who
share some maritime gas and oil
resources, last year signed an
agreement to jointly develop the
field despite objections from
Iran, which branded the deal as
‘illegal’.

The row over the field

stretches back to the 1960s,
when Iran and Kuwait each
awarded an offshore concession,
one to the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Company, the forerunner to BP,
and one to Royal Dutch Shell.

The two concessions over-
lapped in the northern part of
the field, whose recoverable re-
serves are estimated at some
220bn cubic metres (nearly
eight trillion cubic feet).

Iran and Kuwait have held un-
successful talks for many years

over their disputed maritime
border area, which is rich in nat-
ural gas.

Iranian drilling of the field in
2001 spurred Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia to agree on joint offshore
projects.

Saudi Arabia and Iran ended
in March a seven-year rift with a
surprise Chinese-brokered rap-
prochement deal, raising hopes
for reduced tensions between
the Middle East heavyweights.
AFP

Iran to ‘pursue rights’ over
disputed gas field: Ministry

Beijing, China - France’s Finance
Minister said during a visit to Bei-
jing on Sunday that cutting all
economic ties with China was ‘an
illusion’, as some Western coun-
tries question their reliance on
the Asian giant.

“We are totally opposed to
the idea of decoupling. Decou-
pling is an illusion,” Finance Min-
ister Bruno Le Maire told
reporters at the French Embassy.

“There is no possibility of hav-
ing any kind of decoupling be-
tween the American, European
and Chinese economies.”

Le Maire nonetheless de-
fended France’s ambition to be-
come more economically
independent in certain sectors.
But, he added, the concept of de-
risking, which has become a by-
word in the West in recent
months, ‘does not mean that
China is a risk’.

“De-risking means that we
want to be more independent...
We don’t want to realise, as we
realised during the COVID-19
crisis, that we have too much de-
pendence on some very specific
components,” he added, citing
microchips as one example.

Le Maire’s remarks come as
some Western countries seek to
reduce their economic depend-

ence on China, particularly Ger-
many, which counts the Asian
country as its top trading partner
and an important market for its
automotive industry.

The United States has also ad-
vocated de-risking from China,
though US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen said during a visit to
Beijing earlier this month that a
decoupling of the US and Chi-
nese economies would be ‘virtu-
ally impossible’.

China, meanwhile, has lashed
out at Western efforts to de-risk,
with Premier Li Qiang last month
calling the concept a ‘false
proposition’.

Le Maire is in China for high-
level economic talks, and will
travel on Monday to the south-
ern tech hub of Shenzhen to
meet with business leaders.
AFP

Decoupling from China
illusion: French minister

Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng (right) with French Minister of Economy

and Finances Bruno Le Maire at a meeting in Beijing on Saturday (AFP)

There is no possibility 
of having any kind of 
decoupling between 
the American, 
European and 
Chinese economies.
We are opposed to 
the idea
Bruno Le Maire

Kuwait City, Kuwait - A couple of
Kuwaiti oil experts attributed the
rise in oil prices last week to the
highest point since last April to
improving global oil demands
and the stimulation of Chinese
economy.

In separate remarks to KUNA
on Sunday, the two mentioned
that Brent crude rose by 4.8%
whereas West Texas by 4.6%,
for fifth week in a row, the
longest series of weekly gains in
about a year. 

Professor of petroleum engi-
neering at the Public Authority
for Applied Education and Train-
ing Dr Ahmad al Kouh stated
that the global economy remains
relatively wan due to interest
rate hikes by US Federal Reserve
and other central banks.

Kouh urged OPEC+ to stay
alert and monitor rapid market
developments as oil demand in
second half of this current year is
expected to drop. 

He ruled out the possibility of

OPEC+ lowering production yet
again but called previous de-
creases a correct decision as
they managed to keep prices
above the US$70 threshold.

As for Expert Jamal al Ghara-
bally, he stated that oil prices re-
main aloft due to increasing
demand in China accompanied
by decreasing global oil reserves.

Gharabally expects oil prices
to remain at US$85 to US$90
until the end of the year. He cred-
ited the improved demand on oil
due to growth of the American
economy surpassing second
quarter forecast, as well as the
mounting hopes of central banks
ending interest rate increases. 
KUNA

Rejuvenated Chinese economy
stimulate oil prices: Experts

London, UK - UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has backed plans for
new fossil fuel drilling off Britain’s
coast, saying in a Sunday news-
paper interview he would be
‘pragmatic and proportionate’
about reaching net zero.

His government is expected to
approve the development of
Rosebank, near Scotland’s Shet-
land Isles - believed to be the
UK's largest undeveloped oil and
gas field - as well as other sites in
the nearby North Sea imminently.

The prospect has infuriated
environmental campaigners,
who argue that stopping all new
fossil fuel exploitation is essential
if Britain is to decarbonise by
mid-century. They accuse the
British leader of lacking convic-
tion on climate policies and play-
ing politics with the issue,  as he
eyes a general election due next
year amid a cost-of-living crisis.

The main opposition Labour
party, well ahead in the polls, said
earlier this year it will not issue
any new North Sea drilling li-
cences if it regains power after
more than a decade in opposi-
tion.

“I think it makes absolutely no

sense, as the Labour Party is sug-
gesting, to ban North Sea oil and
gas,” Sunak told the Sunday Tele-
graph. “That is just going to
weaken our energy security and
strengthen the hands of dictators
like (Russian) President
(Vladimir) Putin,” he said, argu-
ing it jeopardised 200,000 jobs
and threatened £80bn worth of
tax revenue.

Sunak, who became leader
last October, said his approach
was “to support the UK’s energy
industry” and appeared to sug-
gest that not exploiting new UK
oil and gas reserves risked “the
lights going out” in Britain.

“Everybody sensible recog-
nises that we will need those fos-
sil fuels as part of the transition

to net zero,” he argued.

‘Out of touch’
The comments follow the Con-
servatives defying dismal na-
tional polling to retain former
prime minister Boris Johnson’s
vacated northwest London seat
in a July 20 parliamentary by-
election.

The narrow victory came
amid voter unease at Labour
mayor Sadiq Khan expanding a
scheme taxing the use of the
most polluting vehicles, and ap-
pears to have emboldened Tory
net zero opponents.

In the Telegraph interview,
Sunak insisted he was on the side
of motorists and said he had or-
dered a review of so-called low
traffic neighbourhoods, con-
tentious local authority-led tools
to limit vehicle use in designated
areas by blocking roads. His gov-
ernment has riled climate cam-
paigners since the surprise
by-election win by suggesting
some UK environmental targets
could be eased, while offering
lukewarm support for the coun-
try’s ambitious net zero agenda.
AFP

PM backs UK’s oil exploration plan

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (AFP)
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In line with its commitment to
powering lives, Shell Oman Mar-
keting Company (Shell Oman) is
reinforcing its dedication to so-
cial development in the sultanate
through a partnership with the
Ministry of Social Development. 

The objective of this partner-
ship is to provide vigorous sup-
port to several non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) registered
under the ministry. 

The signing ceremony was
held at the ministry’s office in the
presence of key officials from the
ministry and Shell Oman’s man-
agement.

As part of its collaboration,
Shell Oman will provide support
in the form of fuel cards and lap-
top devices to NGOs, enabling
them to carry out their day-to-
day activities efficiently and ef-
fectively. 

The fuel support will benefit a
number of non-governmental or-
ganizations and charity groups
including Dar Al Atta, Al Noor
Association - Muscat, Ihsan As-
sociation - Muscat, Ihsan Asso-
ciation - Batinah, and Al Rahma
Association. 

By alleviating their commuting
and transportation costs, Shell
Oman aims to ensure that these
organisations can reach and as-
sist a broader spectrum of bene-
ficiaries across Oman. 

Furthermore, Shell Oman’s
dedication to making a positive
impact extends to children as
well. Specifically, laptops will be

provided to the Child Care Cen-
ter in Al Khoudh and Al Wafa
Rehabilitation Center in Nizwa. 

These devices will serve as
catalysts in boosting the digital
literacy of young individuals, ex-
posing them to a diverse array of
tools and programs that are vital
to their academic performance
and personal development. By

ensuring access to technology,
Shell Oman is committed to
equipping these children with the
essential skills and knowledge
needed to thrive in the digital era.

In alignment with its dedica-
tion to In-Country Value (ICV),
Shell Oman has thoughtfully
chosen to procure the laptops
and electronic tablets from the

Omani SME ‘Onsor’. This deci-
sion not only supports the NGOs
and children but also contributes
to the growth and development
of local businesses, fostering
economic empowerment within
the community.

Commenting on this impact-
ful collaboration, Mahmoud al
Abri, General Manager of Corpo-

rate Relations (interim) at Shell
Oman Marketing Company, said
that his company firmly believes
that a country’s greatest asset
lies in the progress of its people,
adding that their partnership
with the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment “reflects our deep-
rooted commitment to
empowering the Omani commu-
nity and creating lasting social
change while collaborating with
key stakeholders who enable it”. 

“Through providing essential
resources to NGOs and support-
ing young minds, we aim to uplift
lives and contribute significantly
to Oman’s sustainable develop-
ment. It is with such meaningful
partnerships, Shell Oman will
continue to demonstrate its ded-
ication to the Shell Powering
Progress strategy, actively con-
tributing to the realization of
Oman Vision 2040 and the UN
Sustainable Development
Goals,” Abri added.

Shamsa al Hosni, Director
General of Planning and Studies
at the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment, said, “This initiative
comes within a series of initia-

tives presented in partnership
with Shell Oman Marketing
Company, which aims to em-
power a number of charitable as-
sociations and charity teams, as
well as children in the Child Care
Center, and improve the quality
of services provided at the Al
Wafa Centre for the Rehabilita-
tion of Disabled Children in
Nizwa.”

Shell Oman’s unique stance
on leading CSR activities has
helped it establish long-term re-
lationships with stakeholders
across various sectors and reit-
erated its position as a company
that has been pioneering trans-
formational change and aiding in
the socio-economic growth of
the nation.

Through the years, Shell
Oman has run several innovative
and industry-first social cam-
paigns that have identified and
addressed the needs of the com-
munity and continue to Power
Progress through sharing bene-
fits with the local society and ex-
emplifying its commitment to
being a responsible corporate
citizen.

Shell Oman with MoSD to support NGOs

The Public Establishment for In-
dustrial Estates ‘Madayn’ has
taken a significant step towards
employee development and per-
formance enhancement by intro-
ducing an online training
platform named ‘Durbah’.

This platform, which was
launched on Sunday under the
auspices of Eng Dawood bin
Salim al Hadabi, CEO of Madayn,
aims at enhancing practical and
scientific skills of employees in
the industrial cities, while also
fostering organisational perform-
ance by facilitating knowledge
transfer and promoting continu-
ous learning.

During the initial stage, the
platform targets all Madayn’s
employees, and in the second
stage, the outreach will expand
to include the workers in the
companies and factories invest-
ing in the industrial cities.

Haneen al Balushi, Durbah
Project Manager, stated that the
platform, which aligns with the
sultanate’s digital transformation
initiatives, streamlines the entire
training experience and offers
the latest curricula and training
methods through a unified train-
ing portfolio. 

“Durbah focuses on training a
larger number of trainees, pro-
viding both synchronous and

asynchronous learning environ-
ments to overcome any obsta-
cles that may hinder training
events, ensuring their continuity
according to the annual plan,
even amidst changing local and
global conditions,” Balushi
pointed out.

He highlighted Durbah’s com-
prehensive training approach,
consisting of two types of train-
ing: Synchronous and asynchro-
nous. “Synchronous training
utilises video conferencing with
the platform’s visual communi-
cation software, facilitating live
visual communication and ses-
sion recordings for future refer-
ence. On the other hand,
asynchronous training relies on
specialised courses and an elec-
tronic library with a vast array of
2,615 educational resources.
These materials cover 1,570 top-
ics on leadership and manage-

ment and 1,045 subjects related
to technology. This diverse range
of resources allows participants
to learn at their own pace, ensur-
ing a flexible and effective learn-
ing experience,” she added.

This innovative platform
comes with several features that
reduce logistical expenses asso-
ciated with physical training
courses, as it provides electronic
courses within the platform itself,
facilitates the issuance of elec-
tronic training certificates, cre-
ates personalised training plans
for the employees and depart-
ments based on training tracks,
and customises courses and
training materials according to
the trainee’s specific needs.

Looking ahead, Durbah plans
to offer courses in general and
specialised skills, as well as
launch applications for tablets
and mobile phones.

Madayn launches online
training for employees

Bank Nizwa, Oman’s leading and
most trusted Islamic bank organ-
ized a special event dedicated to
its customers in Salalah. 

This exclusive gathering
brought together clients, indus-
try experts, and renowned finan-
cial advisors, and provided a
holistic experience for attendees
by offering networking and com-
munications opportunities. 

Moreover, it proved to be a
unique platform that promoted
the exchange of valuable insights
and contributed to further
strengthening relationships with
the local community in Dhofar
region.

The event commenced with a
welcome address by Sheikh
Khalid al Khalili, Chairman of
Bank Nizwa, in which he ex-
pressed gratitude to the bank’s
clientele for their unwavering
trust and loyalty.

“This exclusive event not only
reaffirms our steadfast commit-
ment to providing exceptional
services but also exemplifies our
strategic focus on cultivating en-
during relationships with our
customers,” the bank chairman
asserted. 

“It serves as a platform for the
exchange of ideas and insights
amongst thought leaders in the
community, furthering collabora-
tion and propelling industry
growth. We are proud to have fa-
cilitated such valuable interac-

tions that will undoubtedly con-
tribute to the continued success
of our customers and the indus-
try as a whole.”

He added saying, “At Bank
Nizwa, we are committed to the
financial success of our clients.
We remain dedicated to helping
them navigate their financial
journeys and achieve long-term
goals by investing in Sharia-com-
pliant products and services that
are ethical, sustainable, and have
the potential to contribute to the
creation of a more resilient econ-
omy.”

Bank Nizwa offers a range of
Islamic financial solutions that
cater to the varying demands of
its clients, both individual and
corporate. A pioneer in Islamic
banking, the bank remains dedi-
cated to providing its clients with
innovative financial solutions and
unrivaled service quality.

Bank Nizwa hosts exclusive event
in Salalah; showcases expertise
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Peshawar, Pakistan - At least 39
people were killed and dozens
more wounded on Sunday by a
bomb blast at a political gather-
ing of a radical Islamic party in
northwest Pakistan, officials said.

The blast targeted the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-F (JUI-F) party
when more than 400 members
and supporters gathered under a
tent in the town of Khar, near the
border with Afghanistan.

“I can confirm that in the hos-
pital we have 39 dead bodies,
with 123 wounded that includes
17  patients in a serious condi-
tion,” Riaz Anwar, the health
minister for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, told AFP.

Provincial governor Haji Ghu-
lam Ali confirmed the death toll
to AFP.

Images from the blast site cir-
culating on social media showed
bodies strewn around the scene,
and volunteers helping blood-
soaked victims to ambulances.

No group has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, but the
local chapter of the Islamic State
(IS) group has recently carried
out attacks against JUI-F.

Last year, IS said it was behind
violent attacks against religious
scholars affiliated with the party,
which has a huge network of
mosques and madrassas in the
north and west of the country.

The militant group accuses
JUI-F of hypocrisy for being a re-

ligious Islamic group that has
supported successive govern-
ments and the military.

Pakistan has seen a sharp rise
in attacks since the Afghan Tal-

iban surged back to power in
neighbouring Afghanistan in
2021. Pakistan’s home-grown
Taliban group, the Tehreek–e-
Taliban Pakistan, has directed its

campaign against security offi-
cials, including police officers.

In January, a suicide bomber
linked to Pakistan’s Taliban blew
himself up in a mosque inside a
police compound in the north-
western city of Peshawar, killing
more than 80 officers.

The militant assaults have
been focused on regions abut-
ting Afghanistan, and Islam-
abad alleges some are being
planned on Afghan soil - a
charge Kabul denies.

Bajaur is one of seven remote
districts bordering Afghanistan
in a region that was once a focal
point in the global war on terror.

Pakistan was once plagued by
almost daily bombings, but a
major military clearance opera-
tion which started in 2014 largely
restored order. Security has since
improved with the northwest
brought under the control of Pak-
istani authorities after the pas-
sage of legislation in 2018.

Analysts say militants in the
former tribal areas adjacent to
Peshawar and bordering
Afghanistan have become em-
boldened since the return of the
Afghan Taliban.

Pakistan’s government is due
to dissolve in the next few
weeks ahead of elections ex-
pected in October or November
and political parties are prepar-
ing to campaign.
AFP

At least 39 killed by
bomb blast at political
gathering in Pakistan 

Men gather at the site of a bomb blast in Bajaur district on Sunday (AFP)

New Delhi, India - The Depart-
ment of Military Affairs (DMA)
is working towards creating a
system where maintenance of
common weapon systems and
platforms are done jointly by
forces.

Working towards creating
joint fighting formations under
the Theatre Commands, the
DMA has already started joint
procurement of weapon systems
and is now looking at joint main-
tenance of weapon platforms,
defence officials told ANI. A
number of discussions have been
held between the stakeholders
from the three services and inte-
grated defence staff on the mat-
ter, officials said.

“Even if we look around today,
the light helicopters including the
Cheetah/ Chetak fleet are oper-
ated by the three services and if
they are maintained jointly, they
can lead to savings,” they said.

“The Dornier aircraft is an-
other example which is operated
by the Indian Air Force, Navy and
the Coast Guard and if they are
maintained jointly, we can even
improve serviceability along with
savings.”

The relatively new aircraft
fleet would also be now main-
tained jointly as the Apache at-
tack helicopters coming from the
United States for the Indian
Army would be maintained along
with the existing fleet of the In-
dian Air Force, officials added.

The Army has already posted
its personnel to the Indian Air
Force units operating these at-
tack choppers for training on op-
erations of these choppers.

Officials said the Indian Navy
decision to go for the Rafale,
which is common fighter air-
craft also flying with the Indian
Air Force, will help in joint main-
tenance of the fleet and can

help in improving the manage-
ment of their spares and other
equipment.

The joint acquisition case of
buying 31 Predator drones from
the US for all the three services
caters for a common mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul facil-
ity within the country.

The Defence forces have also
now started working in com-
bined acquisitions and major
programmes like the ones to buy
light helicopters, Indian Multirole
Helicopters, Medium Altitude
Long Endurance drones, which
would all have common mainte-
nance facilities.

The weapon systems ac-
quired by the defence forces are
maintained using their revenue
funds and commonality of plat-
forms and maintenance facilities
can help in savings, officials
pointed out.
ANI

India to maintain common
weapon systems, platforms

Rafale jet performs during an air show at Yelahanka Airbase, in Bengaluru on February 17 this year (ANI)

Baghdad,  Iraq - Iraq and Kuwait
will work towards reaching a de-
finitive agreement on demarcat-
ing their borders, including a
contested maritime area of the
Gulf, their foreign ministers said
on Sunday.

The de facto land and mar-
itime borders between the neigh-
bouring states were established
by the United Nations in 1993,
three years after Iraq under Sad-
dam Hussein invaded Kuwait.

While Iraqi officials have pre-
viously expressed a readiness to
recognise Kuwait’s land border,
the maritime border remains a
point of contention. Baghdad in-
sists that the delineation should
provide it unhindered access to
Gulf waters, a lifeline for its econ-
omy and oil exports.

Because of the long-standing
dispute, Kuwaiti coastguards reg-
ularly detain Iraqi fishermen and
seize their vessels for entering

Kuwaiti territorial waters ‘ille-
gally’. After meeting his Kuwaiti
counterpart Salem Al-Sabah in
Baghdad on Sunday, Iraqi Foreign
Minister Fuad Hussein said that
during their talks ‘the emphasis
was placed on resolving the bor-
der issues’.

He told reporters the border
talks would ‘continue through

various technical committees’.
Baghdad will host a meeting of

a legal committee relating to the
talks on August 14.

Sabah said there was ‘com-
plete consensus’ between Kuwait
and Iraq to ‘resolve outstanding
problems between the two coun-
tries.
AFP

Iraq and Kuwait seek to reach
pact on demarcating borders

Iraq’s FM Fuad Hussein and his counterpart from Kuwait Salem Abdullah

al-Jaber al-Sabah attend a press conference in Baghdad on Sunday (AFP)

Herat,  Afghanistan - Authori-
ties from Afghanistan’s vice
ministry created a bonfire of
confiscated musical instru-
ments and equipment in Herat
province at the weekend,
deeming music immoral.

“Promoting music causes
moral corruption and playing it
will cause the youth to go
astray,” said Aziz al-Rahman
al-Muhajir, head of the Herat
department of the Ministry for
the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice.

Since seizing power in Au-
gust 2021, Taliban authorities
have steadily imposed laws
and regulations that reflect
their austere vision of Islam -
including banning playing

music in public. Saturday’s
bonfire saw hundreds of dollars
worth of musical gear go up in
smoke - much of it collected
from wedding halls in the city.

It included a guitar, two
other stringed instruments, a
harmonium and a tabla - a type

of drum - as well as amplifiers
and speakers.

Women have borne the
brunt of the new government
regulations, and are not al-
lowed in public unless wearing
a hijab.
AFP

Taliban create bonfire of music equipment

Members of Taliban stand guard after setting fire to a pile of musical

instruments and equipment on the outskirts of Herat on Saturday (AFP)
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A humpback whale swims at Ipanema Beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Saturday. From July to October, they

reach the warm waters of Brazil’s Atlantic coast, where they were born, to start their mating ritual (AFP)
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Moscow, Russia - Russia said on
Sunday it had downed Ukrainian
drones targeting Moscow and
the Crimea peninsula, in attacks
that damaged two office towers
in the capital and briefly shut an
international airport.

One drone targeting Moscow
was shot down on the city’s out-
skirts and two others were ‘sup-
pressed by electronic warfare’
and smashed into an office com-
plex early on Sunday, the Russian
defence ministry said, adding
that there were no injuries.

Moscow and its environs,
lying about 500km (310 miles)
from the Ukrainian border, had
rarely been targeted during the
conflict in Ukraine until several
drone attacks this year.

The attack reported on Sun-
day is the latest in a series of re-
cent drone assaults - including
on the Kremlin and Russian
towns near the border with
Ukraine - that Moscow has
blamed on Kyiv.

The defence ministry called it
an ‘attempted terrorist attack’.

“On the morning of July 30,
the Kyiv regime’s attempted ter-
rorist attack with unmanned aer-
ial vehicles on objects in the city
of Moscow was thwarted,” it
said on Telegram. “One Ukrain-
ian UAV was destroyed in the air
by air defence systems over the
territory of the Odintsovo district
of Moscow region. 

“Two more drones were sup-
pressed by electronic warfare
and, having lost control, crashed

on the territory of Moscow-
City’s non-residential building
complex.” Moscow-City is a
commercial development in the
west of the capital.

Its mayor Sergei Sobyanin
posted on Telegram that the ‘fa-
cades of two city office towers
were slightly damaged’.

He added that there were ‘no
victims or injured’.

Several windows had been
blown out on the corner of the

buildings, AFP photos showed,
with mangled steel beams visible
and documents strewn on the
ground below.

Police officers had cordoned
off the area.

Airport briefly closed 
The TASS state news agency re-
ported that the capital’s Vnukovo
airport was ‘closed for depar-
tures and arrivals, flights are redi-
rected to other airports’.

Within less than an hour, op-
erations appeared to have re-
turned to normal.

Earlier this month, a volley of
drone attacks briefly disrupted
air traffic at the same airport, to
the city’s southwest.

The defence ministry also said
on Sunday that 16 Ukrainian
drones were destroyed by air de-
fence fire in an overnight attack
on Crimea, a peninsula Moscow
annexed in 2014.

“Another nine Ukrainian
drones were suppressed by
means of electronic warfare and,
without reaching the target,
crashed into the Black Sea,” the
ministry said, adding that there
were no victims.

Crimea has been targeted by
Kyiv throughout Moscow’s
Ukraine offensive but has come
under more intense, increased
attacks in recent weeks.
AFP

Russia ‘thwarts’ drone attacks
on Moscow, Crimea by Ukraine

Police officers block off an area around a damaged office block of the Moskva City following a reported drone attack in Moscow on Sunday (AFP)

Sydney, Australia - Australia’s
military will ground its fleet of
MRH-90 Taipan helicopters
after a crash during multina-
tional military exercises that
left four crew members miss-
ing, the army chief said on
Sunday.

The helicopter crashed into
waters near the Whitsunday
Islands off Australia’s subtrop-
ical northeast late on Friday,
sparking a search by the mili-
taries of three nations, but
hopes of finding the missing
crew were fading.

Lieutenant General Simon
Stuart, the chief of the Aus-
tralian Army, said on Sunday
that Australia would ground
its fleet of about 45 Taipan
helicopters. “We are not flying
the MRH-90 today and won’t
until we think it is safe to do
so,” Stuart told reporters in
Sydney.

Even before the incident,
Canberra had announced it
would replace its ageing
Taipan helicopters with US-
made Black Hawks.

Australian officials have
complained about having to
repeatedly ground the Euro-
pean-made Taipans, citing dif-
ficulties with maintenance and
getting spare parts. Stuart said
the current aim was to keep
the Taipans in service until
2024 but ‘what happens be-
tween now and then, from

what we learn from this inci-
dent, is yet to be determined’.

Australia’s Taipan fleet was
grounded for a month after
one of the helicopters suffered
engine failure during a night-
time training exercise in
March, forcing the crew to
ditch into the ocean. No one
was seriously hurt.

The aircraft that crashed on
Friday night was taking part in

the Talisman Sabre exercise,
which brings together 30,000
military personnel from Aus-
tralia, the United States and
several other nations.

Specialist divers have
joined the hundreds-strong
search for the missing pilot
and three other crew, officials
said. Debris from the crash
was recovered on Saturday,
with Channel 9 television
footage showing a section of
the fuselage being lifted from
the water.
AFP

Australian army
grounds fleet of
Taipan choppers

Dakar, Senegal - Senegal’s public
prosecutor on Saturday an-
nounced seven new charges, in-
cluding fomenting insurrection,
against opposition politician
Ousmane Sonko, adding they
were unrelated to a case that
sparked deadly protests last
month.

The firebrand politician, a
thorn in the flesh of President
Macky Sall, has faced a string of
legal woes, which he claims are
aimed at keeping him out of pol-
itics. His sentencing last month
in a moral corruption case
sparked clashes that left 16 dead
according to the government, 24
according to Amnesty Interna-
tional, and 30 according to
Sonko’s PASTEF party.

On Saturday, the public pros-
ecutor read out a list of charges
to be made against Sonko over
comments he had made, rallies

he had held, and other episodes
since 2021, including an incident
at his home a day earlier that led
to his arrest.

In addition to calling for insur-
rection, the new charges include
undermining state security, acts
aimed at jeopardising public se-
curity and creating serious polit-

ical unrest, criminal association
with a terrorist body and theft.

“This arrest has nothing to do
with the (moral corruption) pro-
ceedings, for which he was tried
in absentia,” prosecutor Abdoul
Karim Diop said in Wolof.

Sonko was arrested on Friday
for allegedly stealing the phone
of a gendarme officer and issuing
a subversive message on social
media, according to the prosecu-
tor. He is being held in custody.

He is scheduled to be interro-
gated by a judge on Monday, one
of his lawyers told AFP. The
judge will then decide whether or
not to lay charges.

On Friday afternoon, Sonko
said on social media that security
forces stationed outside his
home were filming him.

He said he had taken one of
the phones and demanded the
images be deleted.

“I ask the people to stand
ready to face this endless abuse,”
Sonko wrote.

Sonko was on June 1 sen-
tenced in absentia to two years
in prison for morally corrupting a
young woman, which makes him
ineligible to stand in next year’s
presidential election.

He was blocked in his home
by security forces at the time of
the sentencing but was not jailed
following his conviction.

His lawyers said in a state-
ment on Friday evening that his
arrest on new allegations can-
celled the verdict and sentence
issued in the moral corruption af-
fair because he had been tried in
absentia.

A former civil servant, Sonko
rose to prominence in the 2019
presidential election, coming
third.
AFP

7 new charges announced against Senegal
opposition politician Ousmane Sonko

Ousmane Sonko (AFP)

Bangkok,  Thailand - The death
toll from a powerful explosion
that levelled an unlicensed fire-
works warehouse in southern
Thailand rose to at least 10 on
Sunday, the local governor said,
as police sought the owner on
charges of negligence.

The blast on Saturday after-
noon in the town of Sungai Kolok
was believed to have been
caused by welding during con-
struction work on the building.

More than 100 people were
injured in the blast, which left
only twisted metal beams still
standing as rescue workers
picked over the debris, with local
media reporting hundreds of
homes were also seriously dam-
aged. “We have identified 10
people and found parts of two
bodies which we cannot identify
yet,” Narathiwat provincial gov-
ernor Sanan Pongaksorn told a
press conference on Sunday.

“We are sending to forensics
to do DNA tests but primary re-
ports said they were different
(people),” he added. Sanan had
previously said the blast was be-
lieved to have been caused by a
‘technical error’ during welding.

Police on Sunday said they
were still investigating the cause,

adding they believed the facility
was not licensed to store fire-
works. Provincial commander
Police Major General
Chalermporn Khamkhiew said
firecrackers had been delivered
shortly before the explosion.

“We are investigating if those
firecrackers were transported

legally or illegally,” he said.
“As of now, we do not see any

licence for possession of fire-
crackers or firecracker sales,” he
said. “We assume the factory
has no licence.”

The blast detonated roughly
1,000kg (2,200 pounds) of gun-
powder, he said, leaving two
holes roughly two metres deep
and six metres (20 feet) wide.

“We have issued a summons
to the owner of the factory with
the charge of  negligence, which
caused the accident,” said
Colonel Suthawet Thareethai,
police chief in Muno district.

“We are waiting for him to
come.”

Officials said a command cen-
tre had been established not far
from the scene, and authorities
had already received 365 com-
plaints from those who had been
injured or had their homes and
property damaged.

Damage to government of-
fices and private schools was
also reported, they added.

‘Nothing left’ 
Police said that of the 115 people
injured in the blast, 106 had been
discharged. The condition of
those remaining in hospital was
not known.

A fire sparked by the explo-
sion was brought under control
late on Saturday.

On Sunday, residents sur-
veyed the wreckage where their
homes once stood as officers
and emergency crews sifted
through the rubble.

“I have nothing left,” said
Samsueya Chuenchompoo,
whose house was destroyed.

“I don’t even have a roof over
my head now. When there was a
flood, I still could survive but now
I really have nothing left.”
AFP

Death toll rises to 10 in Thai warehouse explosion

Thai firefighters put out embers after an explosion ripped through a firework

warehouse, in the southern Thai province of Narathiwat on Saturday (AFP)

Wellington,  New Zealand -
Five extinct species have been
included on the ballot to find
New Zealand’s most popular
feathered friend as competi-
tion organisers hope to draw
attention to endangered birds.

New Zealand’s annual
avian beauty contest has
proven highly contentious
over the years.

The kakapo, a chubby par-
rot resembling a green-feath-
ered bowling ball which can’t
fly, couldn’t run in last year’s
Bird of the Year competition.

The twice former winner
was dropped from the 2022
vote by organisers to help less
popular species have a shot at
the title. Feathers were also
ruffled when a native bat was
allowed to enter, then flew off

with the 2021 title.
This year, competition or-

ganisers Forest & Bird will cel-
ebrate their centenary by
crowning New Zealand’s most
popular feathered friend in the
last 100 years - even if the po-
tential winner no longer exists.

“We’re searching for the
bird that has captured New
Zealanders’ hearts over the
last century,” said Forest &
Bird chief executive Nicola
Toki at Saturday’s launch.

The environmental group
has put 75 species on the
ticket for this year’s Bird of the
Century contest.

Voting opens at the end of
October, closing on November
12 with the winner announced
the next day.
AFP

Extinct birds on ballot for
NZ’s avian beauty contest

The decision was
made after a
crash during a
military 
exercises that left
4 crew  members
missing
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Paris, France - The coup in Niger,
the third in as many years to top-
ple an elected leader in Africa’s
troubled Sahel, threatens to fur-
ther hamper efforts against mili-
tant groups in the region,
analysts say.

Niger’s neighbours Mali and
Burkina Faso have each under-
gone a military coup since 2020,
fuelled by anger at the failure to
quash long-running insurgencies
by militants linked to the Islamic
State group and Al-Qaeda.

In Niger, which faces a two-
pronged militant insurgency,
President Mohamed Bazoum
was this week confined to his
residence by his own presidential
guard, with the head of the elite
force, General Abdourahamane
Tiani, declaring himself the new
leader.

Like Niger, Mali and Burkina
Faso are impoverished former
French colonies that gained inde-
pendence in 1960.

Following their coups, the jun-
tas there forced out French
troops, with Mali cooperating
with forces from Russia, which
has for years strived to increase
its influence in Africa.

While it was not immediately
clear if Niger’s new masters
would follow suit, Tiani made
clear there would be a change of
strategy.

“The security approach today
has not brought security to the

country despite heavy sacri-
fices,” he said after declaring
himself leader. Specifically, he
questioned ‘the sense and scope
of a security approach to the
fight against terrorism which ex-
cludes any real collaboration

with Burkina Faso and Mali’, a
strategy taken after the coups in
those countries.

Western aid at risk 
Analysts say that while increas-
ing cooperation with Mali and

Burkina Faso may bring benefits,
the putschists risked losing fi-
nancial and military support from
the West, which has stood be-
hind Bazoum.

Because of diplomatic ten-
sions following the coup in Mali,

Niger and French troops could no
longer operate freely against IS
bases in the country, where at-
tacks on Niger are thought to be
organised.

“This crisis cannot be resolved
without cooperation from Mali in
one form or another,” said
Tatyana Smirnova, a researcher
at the FrancoPaix Centre for con-
flict resolution.

Ibrahim Yahaya Ibrahim, a re-
searcher with the International
Crisis Group, said that ‘we can
expect better relations and coop-
eration between the neighbour-
ing countries’.

But Niger’s new rulers risked
losing support from the West.

Bazoum was one of a dwin-

dling group of pro-Western lead-
ers in the Sahel, allowing 1,500
French troops and 1,000 US sol-
diers to be stationed in Niger.

The European Union has an-
nounced that it was suspending
financial and security coopera-
tion with the country, while the
United States has warned that
‘hundreds of millions of dollars of
assistance’ was at risk.

If France and Washington
withdraw their forces, it could
leave a dangerous security void in
a troubled region, analysts said.
Nearly all of landlocked Niger’s
neighbours have militant rebels
that could take advantage of the
void - in addition to Mali and
Burkina Faso, there are insurgen-
cies in Benin, Libya and Nigeria.

Impoverished populations
often make for fertile breeding
grounds for extremists and Niger
is one of the world’s poorest na-
tions - two-thirds desert, it often
ranks last in the UN’s Human
Development Index.

It already faces two insurgent
campaigns - one which swept in
from Mali in 2015 and the other
involving militants from Nigeria.
AFP

Anti-militant efforts hampered in Sahel

This file photo shows smoke billowing as supporters of the Nigerien defence and security forces attack the headquarters of the Nigerien Party for

Democracy and Socialism (PNDS), the party of overthrown President Mohamed Bazoum, in Niamey on July 27 (AFP)

Rabat,  Morocco - Morocco’s
King Mohammed VI has ex-
pressed hope for a return to nor-
mality and reopening of borders
with North African neighbour Al-
geria, which cut diplomatic ties
nearly two years ago.

“We pray to the Almighty for
a return to normality and a re-
opening of the borders between
our two neighbouring countries
and our brotherly peoples,” Mo-
hammed VI, 59, said late on Sat-
urday in a speech to mark the
anniversary of his accension to
the throne in 1999.

The borders have been
closed since 1994, leaving fam-
ilies divided after Morocco ac-
cused its neighbour of
involvement in a militant attack
on a Marrakesh hotel that killed
two tourists. Algeria then sealed
the frontiers.

Since then, tensions have per-
sisted between the regional ri-
vals, exacerbated by their dispute
over Western Sahara, where the
Algiers-backed Polisario Front is

seeking independence from
Rabat’s rule and has declared the
territory a ‘war zone’.

Algeria severed ties in August
2021, accusing Rabat of ‘hostile
acts’, a move which Morocco
said was ‘completely unjustified’.

Israel’s recognition earlier this
month of ‘Morocco’s sovereignty’
over Western Sahara added to
tensions between Morocco and
Algeria, which called Israel’s

move a ‘flagrant violation of inter-
national law’.

In his nationally broadcast
speech on Saturday, Mohammed
VI expressed reassurance to ‘our
brothers in Algeria, their leader-
ship and their people that they
will never have to fear malice
from Morocco’.

The king calls annually for a
rapprochement with Algeria.
AFP

Morocco king appeals for
‘normality’ with Algeria

Morocco’s King Mohammed VI delivering a speech to the nation in the

Royal Palace of Tetouan on Sunday (AFP)

Bangui, Central African Republic
- The Central African Republic
began voting on Sunday in a ref-
erendum on a new constitution
that would allow President
Faustin-Archange Touadera to
seek a third term in a country
which has endured several
coups.

In 2020 Touadera won a sec-
ond term through to 2025, after
a vote interrupted by several in-
cursions by armed rebel groups,
while he also had to overcome
allegations of fraud.

His rivals now charge that he
wants to remain ‘president for
life’ - under the increasingly visi-
ble protection of private Russian
mercenary group Wagner, which
first deployed to the CAR in
2018.

The country of 5.5mn people
is one of the world’s poorest.

Voting was scheduled to
begin at 6am (0500 GMT) but
polling stations opened around
one hour late.

The polls are due to close at
4pm, with some 1.9mn people
called on to cast their ballots.

Provisional results are not ex-
pected for eight days, while the
constitutional court is scheduled
to publish the definitive outcome
on August 27, according to the
national electoral authority.

Boycott 
The proposed new constitution
would extend the presidential
mandate from five to seven years
and abolish the two-term limit.

Opinion polls suggest the ‘yes’
camp is likely to triumph.

“We know that the ‘yes’ camp

is going to win - but we shall put
the emphasis on participation,”
national assembly vice-president
and presidential majority
spokesman Evariste Ngamana
told AFP.

The main opposition parties,
civil groups and armed rebels
have all called on voters to boy-
cott the exercise.

The opposition has notably
complained about the lack of an
up-to-date electoral register and
says institutions tasked with
guaranteeing a free and fair vote

are not independent.
In the capital Bangui, between

2,000 and 3,000 ‘yes’ support-
ers turned out on Friday for a
final meeting to drum up further
backing for the proposal.

But observers said the vote
might not inspire much interest
among the general populace.

“The majority of the CAR pop-
ulation, who are struggling to
survive in a difficult economic
and security context, doubtless
have other priorities aside from
this referendum which mobilises
few beyond those close to those
in power,” said Charles Bouessel,
analyst with the International
Crisis Group.

Touadera has announced,
meanwhile, that Russia and
Rwanda, two states whose influ-
ence has been very much on the
rise in the CAR in recent years,
would be ‘supporting’ security
forces during the vote.

A Wagner-linked source said
earlier in July that several hun-
dred of the Russian fighters
would be in place for the poll.
AFP

CAR votes in referendum on constitution

A voter casts his ballot at the Boganda high school in Bangui, on Sunday (AFP)

Montreal,  Canada - A fire-
fighter has died battling one of
the massive blazes devastat-
ing Canada’s forests this year,
British Columbia’s premier an-
nounced on Saturday.

It marked the third death of
a firefighter during this devas-
tating wildfire season.

“I am  devastated to learn
that we have  lost  another
wildfire fighter. My heart goes
out to  the  family,  friends  and
colleagues  of  this  frontline
hero,” Premier David Eby said
in a statement.

Eby did not identify the
contract firefighter, but au-
thorities said the victim was at
the Donnie Creek wildfire,

near Fort St John, in the north-
east of the province.

Two other firefighters have
perished in separate opera-
tions this month, and a fourth
person, a helicopter pilot, died
on July 19 when his aircraft
crashed in Alberta, in western
Canada, while taking part in
relief operations.

Canadian wildfires have
burned some 30mn acres
(12mn hectares) this year,
scorching an area larger than
the size of Cuba or South
Korea.

“This wildfire season has
been profoundly awful,” Eby
said.
AFP

Third firefighter dies 
battling blazes in Canada

This file photo shows a firefighting plane battling Fire 593 in

central Quebec Province, Canada on July 21 (AFP)

Washington,  US - They have
known each other for decades,
rubbing shoulders at countless
international events, but there is
little love lost between US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu as the Israeli prime
minister faces a full-blown crisis
over a contested judicial reform.

For the Democratic president,
a fervent supporter of Israel for a
half-century, the dilemma has
become increasingly public as he
seeks ways to work with the
most far-right Israeli government
in history. While Biden continues
to insist on the ‘ironclad’ nature
of America’s support for its Israeli
ally, he describes that country’s
government as the most ‘extrem-
ist’ he has known.

And while Biden has urged
caution over the judicial reform,
even denouncing it, the Israeli
leader moves ahead unbudged,
describing it as a ‘minor correc-
tion’ despite the massive protests
it has spawned in his country and
the sharp criticism from abroad.
It is striking: while Biden has in-
volved himself in an Israeli inter-
nal matter to a degree rare for a
US president, his influence re-

mains clearly limited.

‘Regrettable’ 
The White House on Monday
described as ‘regrettable’ the ap-
proval by the Israeli Knesset of a
key measure in the judicial re-
form plan,  which backers insist
provides a needed rebalancing of
power between the branches of
government.

In an unusual move, the US
president invited to the White
House a New York Times colum-

nist, Thomas Friedman, to under-
score his opposition to a reform
that Biden considers ‘a source of
division’. Beyond the reform itself,
the Biden administration has not
hidden its frustration over Israel’s
annexation of Palestinian territo-
ries, which has gone on despite
repeated US calls for the two
sides to de-escalate and avoid
unilateral measures.

But while Washington contin-
ues its pro-forma advocacy of a
two-state solution for Israel and

the Palestinians, it seems increas-
ingly to be preaching in the
wilderness.

The latest tensions are remi-
niscent of those between Presi-
dent Barack Obama and
Netanyahu in 2015, when Biden
was vice president and the
United States was negotiating a
nuclear agreement with Iran, to
the manifest displeasure of Israel.
That agreement has been mori-
bund since then president Don-
ald Trump, who was close to

Netanyahu, withdrew from the
pact in 2018. Repeated efforts by
Biden to revive it have been futile.

These tensions surfaced again
in a squabble over whether Ne-
tanyahu would be invited to the
White House for the first time
since he returned to power late
last year.

In a seeming snub to the prime
minister, Biden last week hosted
the Israeli president, Isaac Her-
zog, a political moderate.

In an ABC interview, Ne-
tanyahu denied being snubbed,
saying Biden had indeed invited
him to the White House, a meet-
ing he said would probably take
place in September.

But the White House, clearly
irritated, would confirm neither
the venue nor the exact timing,
saying only that the two men
would ‘meet in the United States
later this year’.
Despite everything, experts agree
that American support for Israel
is not about to weaken.

There have been calls, includ-
ing from the left wing of the Dem-
ocratic Party, for a reduction in
US military aid to Israel.
AFP

Little love lost between Biden and Netanyahu

This file photo shows the then US Vice President Joe Biden listening to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu during joint statements in the prime minister’s office in Jerusalem on March 9, 2016 (AFP)

If France and 
Washington 
withdraw their
forces, it could leave
a dangerous 
security void in a
troubled region

Coup-hit Niger’s neighbours Mali and Burkina Faso have each undergone a military coup since 2020
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Just when you thought you'd missed the boat on a new opportunity,

you're proven wrong! Today, you could get a nice surprise that adds

some fun to your life and perhaps even a little bit of romance. This is

fleeting fun, however. So be ready to grab hold of it and get as much out

of it as you can. You'd better be ready to move at a moment's notice

and toss aside any cautious thinking. You'll be among friends, so you

know things will be fine.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Your time is going to free up a bit over the next few days, but that

doesn't mean you will be bored or idle. You need to fill some of those

hours by feeding your mind new concepts, images, and ideas. This is

the perfect time to look for culture. Act like a tourist and hit all the

museums in town. Go see a foreign film. Eat at a restaurant that

specializes in the cuisine of a country you've never been to. Feeding

your body and your mind new experiences will only be a good thing.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. C  2. D  3.  D

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
If you're having issues around your home, then look to your work or

school day as an escape from them. Instead of taking those problems

with you everywhere you go, leave them where they belong and let

yourself be free to focus on other things. Don't worry, this isn't a form

of denial. It's a form of control. You will deal with things when and

where it's appropriate. Trust yourself to know when the right time will

be. Until then, get back to your life and be happy!

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Whoever first thought of putting peanut butter with jelly was a genius,

and you have the capacity to be that kind of genius today. Your instincts

could lead you to the perfect combination of at least two different

elements that, when put together, create something really magical.

These elements could be people, colors, words, or maybe clothing, but

the building blocks you use to create your masterpiece don't really

matter. All that matters is that you're using your creativity!

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
If you're expecting to have a super day, you'll have a super day. And if

you're expecting to fail today, well, you get the idea. Remember that

your attitude can sway a situation. Not only that, but your attitude will

sway the attitudes of the people around you. Make sure you're putting

out some positive energy, especially if you're going to be involved in a

competition. Showing that you're confident is the first step toward

intimidating your opponent and making them doubt themselves more.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Having a good sense of humor about yourself has long been one of

your stronger traits, and today this valuable skill can help you

overcome any minor setback. You just need to laugh at yourself and

not get self-conscious if you make a mistake. And if you do goof up,

don't try to hide it. That will only make things worse. Now more than

ever it's important for you to face the facts and deal with reality as it

is, not how you would like it to be.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Someone you care about has been acting very sensitive lately, taking

everything the wrong way, assuming the worst, and getting upset over

nothing. You've been patient with them, but today your patience might

be starting to wear thin. This means that you run the risk of snapping at

them if they say the wrong thing, which will probably only send them

further down that emotional spiral. It's wisest to get your distance from

them until they're back to their old self.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
The friendships in your life are becoming more and more important as a

source of your healthy self-esteem, and that's a very good thing. You're

loved by your friends, and they accept you for the imperfect but

wonderful person you are. Make it a priority to spend time with as many

friends as you can. They should even take precedence over your partner

or family right now. They're the family you choose, and they would love

more time with you.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You have plenty of people standing right behind you, ready to help you

out, but the trouble is they aren't the people you think they are. Look

past those familiar faces to the newer ones in your life. These are the

people who will keep you grounded today, and they're the ones who will

keep you confident when times get tricky later in the afternoon. Your

usual allies are still on your side, but they just won't have the time to

step up to the challenge today.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Today, you're going to have a very good time with a lot of diverse

personalities, and the more diverse the better! Being a part of lively

discussion where a lot of different opinions are being bandied about

will give you lots of energy you can use to build relationships and get

to the next level with that certain someone. It's up to you to start the

conversation, though. Don't be shy about getting the ball rolling. And

once you do, the good times will begin!

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Your heart is open to new beginnings right now. You're ready to toss

aside old habits and old ways of viewing things. And you should

definitely ditch old grudges! Moving forward has never felt so possible

or so right. In terms of your career, today is the day to start asking your

superiors how you can get to the next level. Find out what you need to

do to reach your potential. In terms of your private life, ask your friends

what you can do to show them how much you care about them.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Just coming out of a group conflict? It took a lot of guts to do what

you did, and now you've learned how to approach this problem when

it pops up again, because, rest assured, it will. The best way to solve

problems is by first seeing them from other people's point of view.

This kind of insight will enable you to use your charm to get what you

want, which should help you achieve a much better balance between

being opinionated and being a team player. 01. In 2016 UNESCO marked a
four-cave complex in the sheer
limestone cliffs of eastern Gibral-
tar as a World Heritage Site for its
place in preserving and demon-
strating what?
A. Record of bird life over 100 mil-
lion years
B. Evolution of prehistoric cave
painting
C. The culture and life of Nean-
derthal humans over a span of
100,000 years
D. Late Iron Age religious commu-
nities

02. The computer game, the aim of
which is to peel something (usually
a fruit or vegetable), is known as
what?
A. Peelers
B. Peel the Apple
C. Peel-I-Span
D. I Peel Good

03. If an animal bears live young it
is termed what?
A. Vital
B. Vivid
C. Vituperative
D. Viviparous

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

ACROS

1) Reviews and corrects

6) Old-time anesthetic

11) This puzzle's 15-Across

14) Run slower

15) Crossword puzzle fea-

ture

16) Get a little behind

17) The unfolding of blos-

soms

19) Joint owners' pronoun

20) Enjoy a hot tub

21) Stand the test of time

23) Prior to

26) Eye parts with cones

27) Mitty of fiction

28) Dispatch again

29) "It's_!" (thumbs-up

reply)

30) Lunch meat shops

32) Coral islands

35) Front-page stuff

37) Removed a squeak

39) "Dang!"

40) "There_ enough hours

in the day"

42) "Great Balls of Fire"

singer Jerry Lee

44) Rage

45) Lots of business?

47) "King of Queens" char-

acter

49) Units of current

51) Nativity setting

52) Relatives of Tahitians

53) Raccoon's relative

55) Upscale auto

56) Theater illuminators

61) Make a polygraph 

go nuts

62) Shot, as a gun

63) Acid type

64) Always, poetically

65) Bird-feeder filler

66) Makes it until the end

DOWN

1) Diminutive folklore 

creature

2) Costa Sol

3) "What was_ think?"

4) Tasty flatfish

5) Impaled

6) Cut into metal

7) " ... 'tis of_"

8) Farm female

9) Hosts

10) Come back into, as the

atmosphere

11) Trying not to go under

12) Dem of TV and films

13) Grimm characters

18) Audiophile's setup

22) Had an elegant supper

23) African sir

24) Ready, willing and able

25) Hippies' '60s catch-

phrase

26) Change a hem length

28) Life of_ (ease)

31) Cheerful little tunes

33) Madcap comedy

34) Beefy bovine

36) Villainous expression

38) Bleak

41) Export-import duties

43) Having three dimen-

sions

46) "The Naked Gun" actor

Nielsen

48) Mind-boggling puzzle

49) Carefree walk

50) Mrs. Eisenhower

53) Kind of softball team

54) Racetrack quote

57) Hidden gold, e.g.

58) Not hers

59) Dynamite stuff

60) Plea at sea
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London, United Kingdom - Aus-
tralia openers David Warner and
Usman Khawaja hit unbeaten
fifties as the tourists reached
135-0 on Sunday in pursuit of a
mammoth target of 384 runs to
win the fifth Ashes Test at The
Oval.

They kept Stuart Broad wait-
ing for a farewell wicket after the
England fast-bowling great made
a shock announcement on Satur-
day that he was retiring after the
match.

Warner was 58 not out and
fellow left-hander Khawaja un-
beaten on 69 when rain stopped
play at 2:41 pm (1341 GMT) on
the fourth day.

Australia need 249 more runs

to complete a 3-1 series win and
a first Ashes campaign triumph
in England since 2001.

If they do manage to reach
that target, it will be the sixth-
highest fourth-innings total to
win any Test.

It would also be a new ground
record -- the highest successful
fourth-innings chase at The Oval
is England’s 263-9 against their
arch-rivals in 1902.

Fast-medium bowler Broad
has dismissed Warner 17 times
in Test cricket.

Neither he, nor the rest of
England’s pace attack were able
to break through before rain sent
the players hurrying from the
field an hour after lunch.

Warner, 30 not out at the in-
terval, lofted England veteran
James Anderson, who turned 41
on Sunday, straight back over the
paceman’s head for a resounding
four. Two balls later Anderson,
struggling to produce swing,
shook Warner up with an acci-
dental head high full-toss, or
beamer, the bowler immediately
apologising as the ball sped away
to the boundary for four.

Khawaja, the leading run
scorer in the series, went to fifty
with his fifth four in 110 balls
when he edged express quick
Mark Wood.

Warner, who by contrast has
been struggling for runs, then fol-
lowed him with a 90-ball fifty

featuring seven fours.
Earlier, Broad was given a

guard of honour as he made his
way to the wicket for the final
time, but England added just six
runs to their overnight total of
389-9. The 37-year-old seamer
is the fifth most successful
bowler in Test history, with 602
wickets so far.

“I’ve had a love affair with the
Ashes my whole life and the
thought of being able to bowl my
last ball and face my last ball
against Australia fills me with
joy,” he said.

Broad, whose highest Test
score is 169, was batting with his
long-time bowling partner 
Anderson.
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Warsaw, Poland - Iga Swiatek
cruised to the title in her home
tournament, the Warsaw Open
with a 6-0, 6-1 victory over ex-
hausted Laura Siegemund on
Sunday.

The world No. 1 completed
two busy days by sweeping aside
her German opponent in 68 min-
utes for a second victory of the
day.

“I wanted to put it all in and go
for it. I’m pretty happy that I did,”
Swiatek said in her winner’s
speech.

The rain delays in the tourna-
ment meant Swiatek started Fri-
day by playing her quarter-final
and ended it by starting her
semi-final against Yanina Wick-
mayer. She led 5-1 in the second
set and had three match points
before the Belgian fought back.
Play was halted with the match
finely balanced.

On Sunday, Wickmayer won
a fifth straight game and reached
deuce on Swiatek’s serve. The
Pole wasted two more match
points in the tiebreak before

clinching a 6-1, 7-6 (8/6) victory.
In the final, Swiatek won the

first nine games and never faced
a break point as she overpow-
ered the unseeded German.

“It’s not easy to play in War-

saw, but I’m so happy that we
could manage and do everything
we could today, after a pretty tir-
ing day yesterday,” Swiatek said.

Siegemund had spent more
than six hours on court on Satur-

day as she beat Lucrezia Ste-
fanini and then compatriot Tat-
jana Maria, both in three sets, to
reach a first final since 2017.

“I’m sorry I couldn’t put up
more of a battle today, but it was
a little bit too much yesterday,”
Siegemund said. “The legs, they
stayed at the hotel today.

Fritz in Atlanta final 
Top-seeded American Taylor
Fritz defeated compatriot JJ Wolf
6-3, 7-5 on Saturday to book a
title clash with Australian Alek-
sandar Vukic in the ATP Tour
hardcourt tournament in Atlanta.

Fritz, ranked ninth in the
world, will be chasing his second
title of the season after lifting his
fifth career ATP trophy in Delray
Beach in February.

“It was really solid,” Fritz said.
“I served well the whole match.

“Whenever I was in trouble I
played a lot of good points,I just
did what I was supposed to do
and didn’t really give him much,”
added Fritz, who saved both
break points he faced.

Swiatek wins home WTA title in Warsaw
Tokyo, Japan - Badminton pow-
erhouse Viktor Axelsen clinched
victory in the Japan Open final on
Sunday while An Se-Young of
South Korea took the women’s
trophy to secure her promotion
to world number one.

The Danish world number one
fended off a brave challenge from
Jonatan Christie of Indonesia to
win 21-7, 21-18 in 45 minutes.

After cruising through the first
game, Axelsen struggled in the
second with his 3-0 lead becom-
ing an 8-13 deficit at one point, as
Christie fired a barrage of sizzling
shots at the reigning world
champion.

“It’s always a tough game,
playing against Jonatan Christie.
But I came out really strong. He
seemed a little bit tense” espe-
cially early in the match, Axelsen
said. “Winning titles is always
hard,” he added. “Second game,
I was under quite a bit of pres-
sure. But I am happy about how I
came back.”  Axelsen said he
was focused on the World
Championships slated for next
month in Denmark.

In women’s singles, world
number two An beat He Bing Jiao
of China 21-15, 21-11.

With the victory, the South
Korean was set to rise to the
world number one spot, replac-
ing Japan’s reigning world cham-
pion Akane Yamaguchi, who
crashed out in the quarter-finals.

“I was so happy that when I

won I didn’t know what to say
and how to describe it in words,”
she said in a post-victory press
conference. When asked about
her hopes for the World Cham-
pionships and the 2024 Paris
Olympics, An said she was only
focused on her next match and
next practice.
AFP

Axelsen, An triumph in Japan Open 

Viktor Axelsen celebrates after beating Kodai Naraoka in the Japan Open

final in Tokyo on Saturday (AFP)

Iga Swiatek celebrates with the trophy 

Australia openers start strongly in pursuit of Ashes glory

Australia’s Usman Khawaja plays a shot on day four of the fifth Ashes

Test against England in London on Sunday (AFP)

Bridgetown, Barbados - West In-
dies captain Shai Hope played the
sheet anchor role to perfection in
taking his team to a series-level-
ling six-wicket victory over India
in the second One-Day Interna-
tional of a three-match series at
Kensington Oval in Barbados on
Saturday.

After his bowlers capitalised
on a helpful pitch and an uncon-
vincing India batting effort to dis-
miss their opponents for 181 off
40.5 overs, Hope’s unbeaten 63
and the support of Keacy Carty
(48 not out) in an unbroken fifth-
wicket partnership of 91 ended a
nine-match run of defeats to
India in ODIs spanning four years.

It was also a swift comeback in
the wake of the Caribbean side’s
dispiriting five-wicket loss in the
opening match at the same
venue on Thursday and sets the
stage for the series decider on
Tuesday at the Brian Lara Sta-
dium in Trinidad.

Hope was joined by Carty
when Kuldeep Yadav bowled
Shimron Hetmyer to leave the
home side at 91 for four in the
17th over.

That strike came after Shardul
Thakur’s three-wicket burst
which brought India back into the
match following a 53-run open-
ing stand between Kyle Mayers
and Brandon King.

“Once I can contribute to team

wins I am happy. Whether I get a
50, whether I get a hundred,
whether I get a double-hundred,
as long as we win I am happy,”
said a delighted Hope.

Of his partnership with Carty,
he added: “Against such a good
bowling attack, we had to push
hard for ones and twos and that
kept us on course.”

Earlier, left-arm spinner Gu-
dakesh Motie and seamer Ro-
mario Shepherd claimed three
wickets each as India, who rested
regular captain Rohit Sharma and
premier batsman Virat Kohli,
tumbled after an opening stand
of 90 between Ishan Kishan and
Shubman Gill.

With their innings also inter-

rupted twice by seasonal show-
ers, the visitors laboured to gain
any middle or lower-order mo-
mentum. Motie separated the
opening pair when Gill, on 34,
was held at long-off and Kishan
slashed a short ball from Shep-
herd four balls later to be well
held by Alick Athanaze diving at
backward-point.

Kishan’s 55, his second con-
secutive half-century, came off
55 balls with six four and one six.

Suryakumar Yadav (24) was
the only other player in the line-
up to last any length of time in the
middle as the pace of Alzarri
Joseph (2 for 35) also proved un-
settling for the visitors.

“This will now get the charac-

ter out of everyone going to a de-
cider rather than a dead match,”
said stand-in captain Hardik
Pandya in putting a positive spin
on the loss.

“Things didn’t go our way
today but we still had some good
performances so we are all look-
ing forward to the final match.”
AFP

Captain Shai
leads Windies
to first ODI
win over India
in four years

HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL

Shai Hope of West Indies hits a four during his unbeaten knock of 63 against India in the second ODI in Bridgetown on Saturday (AFP)

Afghan
cricketer
smashes
42 runs
off one
T20 over
Kabul, Afghanistan -
Afghan international crick-
eter Sediqullah Atal
smashed an astonishing
42 runs off one over Satur-
day in a Kabul Premier
League Twenty20 match.

Cricinfo, considered a
definitive record keeper,
has an entry for most runs
scored off a T20 over only
for the Indian Premier
League -- 37 by West In-
dian Chris Gayle in 2011 --
but Atal beat that by five.

The onslaught over
came as the Shaheen
Hunters were playing
Abasin Defenders at
Kabul’s Ayobi Cricket Sta-
dium in the country’s do-
mestic Twenty20
competition.

Atal, a 21-year-old all-
rounder who has one T20
international cap to his
name, was on 76 -- and his
team on 158 for six --
when spinner Amir Zazai
trundled in to deliver his
first ball of the 19th over.

Zazai had conceded 35
runs for one wicket off
three overs at that point,
but overstepped the
crease and Atal smashed
him for six.

The next ball was a
wide -- which went
through the keeper for four
byes -- meaning Zazai’s
two deliveries had cost 12
runs, and he still had six
balls to bowl.

Each of those was sent
soaring over boundary
ropes by Atal in an aston-
ishing display of power hit-
ting as he finished on 118
not out off 56 balls.

It is the first season of
the Kabul Premier League
and only a smattering of
spectators were at the sta-
dium to witness the feat,
but it was captured on
video in a clip now doing
the rounds on social
media.

“Unbelievable perform-
ance,” the commentator
bellows as Atal completes
the task.

Shaheen Hunters fin-
ished on 213 for six, while
Abasin Defenders were all
out for 181 in reply.



Singapore, Singapore - Liverpool
geared up for the start of their
new Premier League campaign
with an impressive display in Sin-
gapore on Sunday as they
thumped English rivals Leicester
City 4-0 in a pre-season friendly.

Goals by Darwin Nunez,
Bobby Clark and Diogo Jota in an
eight-minute spell late in the first
half gave the Reds a 3-0 lead at
the interval.

Ben Doak then headed in their
fourth midway through the sec-
ond half to seal a thumping vic-
tory at the National Stadium.

With two weeks left before
Liverpool kick off their Premier
League season at Chelsea, man-
ager Jurgen Klopp could reflect
on a good day of preparation for
his side.

“We had a lot of good mo-
ments but we can do better,”
said the German.

“I’m absolutely fine (with how
things went). The result was
good, nobody was injured – just
a few knocks - and the atmos-
phere during and after the game
was top class. So yeah, it was a
good day in the office.”

Liverpool face Bayern Munich
in another pre-season friendly in

Singapore on Wednesday while
Leicester, who were relegated
from the Premier League last
season, are returning to England
for the start of their Champi-
onship campaign against Coven-
try City next Sunday.

Leicester had the first big op-
portunity after nine minutes
when Kasey McAteer’s through

ball found Wilfred Ndidi behind
the Liverpool defence but the
Nigerian midfielder’s attempt
was smothered by goalkeeper
Caoimhin Kelleher at point-blank
range.

Liverpool were denied an
opening goal shortly afterwards
when Nunez’s effort was ruled
out for offside while Leicester

goalkeeper Mads Hermansen
did well to palm the ball away
when Mohamed Salah at-
tempted to find Jota with a low
cross.

However, Liverpool’s pressure
would finally pay off on the half-
hour mark. Hermansen kept out
Jota’s hard low shot from the left
channel but he could only parry

the ball to the far post where
Nunez arrived to turn in for his
side’s opening goal.

A second arrived five minutes
later when Salah laid the ball off
in the box for Clark with the 18-
year-old sending a right-footed
shot past Hermansen into the
bottom corner of the net.

Salah also played a big part in
Liverpool’s third three minutes
later as the Egyptian scooped the
ball up for Jota to head the ball
home.

Liverpool changed all 10 of
their outfield players at half-time
but they continued to enjoy the
lion’s share of possession in the
second half.

They added a fourth in the
64th minute from a well-worked
set-piece as Joel Matip flicked
Dominik Szoboszlai’s corner to
the far post for Doak to nod
home. Leicester went close to a
consolation goal when Patson
Daka’s attempt was well blocked
by Jarell Quansah while at the
other end, Luis Diaz was twice
left frustrated as he saw his
headed goal disallowed for off-
side before being denied by a
good save by Hermansen.
AFP

Arlington, United States -
Barcelona beat Real Madrid 3-0
in a fiercely contested friendly
match on Saturday with an early
strike from Ousmane Dembele
and late goals from Fermin Lopez
and Ferran Torres.

The result was harsh on Carlo
Ancelotti’s team, who struck the
woodwork five times and cre-
ated plenty of opportunities. But
Spanish champions Barcelona’s
more clinical finishing proved to
be the difference.

A packed AT&T Stadium,
home of the NFL’S Dallas Cow-
boys, witnessed a game which
had all the passion and commit-
ment of a real derby despite
being a pre-season warm-up.

The crowd were soon on their
feet when Oriel Romeu rattled
the Real cross-bar with a thun-
dering drive in the fourth minute
but Barca soon had their fans cel-
ebrating. A cleverly worked free-
kick saw Pedri slide a diagonal
pass into the path of Dembele,
who expertly drilled the ball into
the far corner.

Real had a great chance to get
level just five minutes later when
Barcelona defender Ronald
Araujo handled in the box but
Vinicius Junior blasted the
penalty against the bar.

The action was non-stop as

Rodrygo then forced Barcelona
keeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen
into a fine, full-length save with a
free-kick that was flying towards
the top corner. 

The woodwork denied Real
again when Vinicius struck the
bar and although Jude Belling-
ham outjumped ter Stegen, the
midfielder’s header hit the post.

At the other end, Dembele
had a chance for a second after a
mistake from Ferland Mendy al-
lowed him to break through on
goal, but the French forward’s
soft shot was easily dealt with by
Thibuat Courtois. Tempers flared
after a sliding challenge from be-
hind from Frenkie de Jong on
Eder Militao, with players from

both teams scuffling on the half-
way line and half-time likely
came as a relief for American ref-
eree Allen Chapman.

Real’s bad luck continued
after the break with Aurelien
Tchouameni blasting against the
bar while Vinicius continued to
torment from the left, poking a
shot from a tight angle just wide.

There was no let-up from ei-
ther side, despite multiple substi-
tutions, but Barcelona’s finishing
proved to be the difference with
substitute Fermin Lopez making
it 2-0 with a brilliant blast from
outside the box in the 85th
minute after being set up by
Sergi Roberto.
AFP
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Las Vegas, United States - Man-
chester United have reportedly
agreed a deal worth an initial £64
million to sign Atalanta striker
Rasmus Hojlund.

The Denmark international is
the third major arrival at Old
Trafford during the summer
transfer window after the sign-
ings of Chelsea midfielder
Mason Mount and Inter Milan
goalkeeper Andre Onana.

United are understood to have
agreed a fee of £64 million ($82
million) for Hojlund, with a fur-
ther £8 million in add-ons.

The 20-year-old is reported to
have agreed terms on a five-year
deal with the option of a further
season. Hojlund joined Atalanta
in August 2022 from Austrian
club Sturm Graz for a reported 17
million euros. He scored nine
goals in 32 appearances in Serie
A last season.

United manager Erik ten Hag
was tight-lipped about the re-
ports when asked by reporters
on Saturday ahead of Sunday’s

friendly against Borussia Dort-
mund in Las Vegas. “I can’t talk
about the player who is still
under contract (with) another
club,” said the Dutchman.

Ten Hag said however that he
hoped Mount and Onana would
be joined by a new forward, as he
tries to get United back in con-
tention at the top of the table.

“With this squad, we built a
foundation last season...now we
have to find the right players to fit
in and who can help to raise the
bar. I think we succeeded with
Andre Onana, we succeeded
with Mason Mount and now we
are looking for a striker,” he said.

The Red Devils finished third
in the Premier League but scored
just 58 goals, Ten Hag urged his
English forward Marcus Rash-
ford to step up his game.

Rashford, who prefers to play
wide on the left, scored 17 goals
in 35 Premier League appear-
ances last season and had 30
goals in 56 in all competitions.
AFP

Barcelona’s Ousmane Dembele scores against Real Madrid in their pre-season friendly in Arlington, Texas, on Saturday (AFP)

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah dribbles the ball past Leicester City players during their friendly in Singapore (AFP)

Real Madrid hit
woodwork five
times in defeat
to Barcelona 

Rasmus Hojlund

Paris, France - Arsenal de-
fender Oleksandr Zinchenko
says he only had to look into
the eyes of Ukrainian children
who lived under Russian occu-
pation in a village to find the
motivation to raise money to
rebuild their school.

“You realise the mental in-
juries they will carry for the
rest of their lives,” he told AFP.

The 26-year-old Ukraine
international went home in
May for his first trip since Rus-
sia invaded in February 2022
- “even the air smelt different,”
he said - and visited the village
and the school, the Mykhailo-
Kotsiubynsky Lyceum in
Chernihiv Oblast, Ukraine.

It was heavily damaged in a
rocket attack on March 4 last
year killing a 62-year-old fe-
male cleaner - the death toll
could have been a lot worse as

there were around 100 civil-
ians, the youngest aged two
months, living in the base-
ment. “I was really upset, it
was very hard for me morally
to understand it,” the school’s
headmaster Mykola Shpak
told AFP. “When I saw the
level of destruction I under-
stood how much work will be
needed to renovate it and
restart education.”

The estimated cost of the
rebuilding work is $1.7 million
(1.54 million euros).

Zinchenko and Ukrainian
football great Andriy
Shevchenko, who accompa-
nied him on the visit, played
with some of the 412 pupils
and chatted to them about
their experiences when the
Russians occupied the village
from February 28 to March 31
last year.

Alex Zinchenko (R) and Andriy Shevchenko 

Toll on Ukrainian 
children’s mental
health leaves its
mark on Zinchenko

Liverpool fire four past Leicester in friendly

Fukuoka, Japan - Tunisia’s
Ahmed Hafnaoui won the men’s
1,500m freestyle title at swim-
ming’s world championships on
Sunday.

Hafnaoui came home in
14min, 31.54sec to finish ahead
of American Bobby Finke on
14:31.59 and Australia’s Sam
Short on 14:37.28.

Hafnaoui’s time was less than
a second off the world record of
14:31.02 set by China’s Sun Yang
in 2012.

“Bobby is so fast in the end of
the race, he just pushed us,” said
Hafnaoui.

“It was so close to the world
record. I enjoyed the race and
thanks Bobby for pushing me.”

Short won the 400m freestyle
title earlier in the week, pipping
Hafnaoui to the line.

Hafnaoui, the Olympic 400m
freestyle champion, got his re-
venge in the 800m freestyle
final, edging Short after an epic
battle. 

The United States salvaged
some pride with three golds on
the final night of the champi-
onships on Sunday, while Cana-
dian teen Summer McIntosh
showcased her immense talent

with a second title.
The Americans went into the

last day of competition in
Fukuoka with only four golds to
their name, with no chance of
catching runaway leaders Aus-
tralia at the top of the medal
table.

But Hunter Armstrong kicked
off a late gold rush with victory in
the men’s 50m backstroke, while
later US success in the men’s and
women’s 4x100m medley relays
capped off the night. “This is the
cherry on top,” said women’s
relay member Regan Smith.
AFP

UNREAL! 

Tunisia’s Hafnaoui wins men’s 1,500m freestyle world title

Tunisia’s Ahmed Hafnaoui celebrates after winning the men’s 1500m

freestyle at the World Aquatics Championships on Sunday (AFP)

Man Utd in reported
deal for Hojlund, Ten
Hag tight-lipped



Sydney, Australia - Colombia
scored a 97th-minute winner
through a Manuela Vanegas
header to snatch a dramatic 2-1
victory over Germany and stand
on the cusp of the Women’s
World Cup last 16 on Sunday.

Skipper Alexandra Popp
thought she had rescued a point
for Germany as she held her
nerve to score from the spot on
89 minutes.

But in an incredible finish to a
pulsating clash, Vanegas popped
up deep into stoppage time for
all three points with a close-
range header.

It came after Linda Caicedo
scored one of the goals of the
tournament in front of 40,000 in
Sydney near the start of the sec-
ond half, but that was just the be-
ginning of the drama.

Their victory left Colombia
top of Group H with a perfect six
points. Germany and Morocco
have three and all to play for.

South Korea are just about
alive on zero points.

Germany face the Koreans in
the last round of matches while
Colombia are up against Mo-
rocco.

“Germany is a world power,
that’s a reality, but Colombia has
been making great strides and
today Colombia is a world

power,” said the defender Vane-
gas.

“I dreamed of scoring a goal in
a World Cup, I knew it was going
to come and I decided to do it for
today’s game.”

Germany were one of the pre-
tournament favourites and their
coach felt they should have been

“smarter” at the end and settled
for a draw.

“We need to learn our lessons
and take a draw, but we tried to
win and we need to talk about
this,” Germany’s coach Martina
Voss-Tecklenburg said.

“With our goal difference a
draw would have left us first in

the group, which would have
been good mentally, but the
pressure has now increased.”

Caicedo classic 
Singing and dancing Colombian
fans vastly outnumbered Ger-
man supporters in a raucous
crowd at Sydney Football Sta-

dium. Loud boos and whistles
went up each time Germany had
the ball, and they had plenty of
possession in the first half.

Lina Magull swung and
missed the ball as it sat up invit-
ingly for her in the Colombian
penalty area.

Magull was a menace and
after making life difficult once
more for the Colombian defence,
the ball fell to striker Popp with
the goal gaping just before the
break.

But the usually deadly striker
skied her volley high and wide to
give the South Americans a huge
letoff.

The second half started with
Germany, champions in 2003
and 2007, again looking the
more likely to score.

Teenager Caicedo started the
game for Colombia following her
training-ground scare on Thurs-
day when she went to the ground
holding her chest and on 52 min-
utes added to her goal from the
2-0 win over South Korea with a
strike of the highest quality.

The Real Madrid attacker
dinked inside, fooled the German
defence with a body swerve and
bent the ball wonderfully into the
top corner.

Germany went in search of an
equaliser and Lena Oberdorf
skewed inches wide after a cor-
ner fell her way.

With minutes left of normal
time, Colombia goalkeeper
Catalina Perez brought Oberdorf
over in the box and Popp 
defied the whistles to score her
penalty, before Vanegas’s late in-
tervention.
AFP
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Colombia’s Manuela Vanegas celebrates with teammates after scoring against Germany in their Women’s World Cup Group H match in Sydney on Sunday (AFP)

Adelaide, Australia - Nouhaila
Benzina became the first player
to wear a hijab during a
Women’s World Cup game
when she sported the Muslim
headscarf in Morocco’s match
against South Korea on Sunday.

World governing body FIFA
lifted its ban on footballers wear-
ing the hijab nearly a decade ago,
after previous concerns over
player safety.

The 25-year-old defender
Benzina, who plays her club foot-
ball in Morocco, ran out against
South Korea in Adelaide to write
her name in the history books.

Benzina shared social media

posts in the lead-up to the World
Cup about wearing a hijab, but
has not spoken to the media in
Australia and New Zealand
about it.

She told broadcaster Al
Jazeera recently it would be a
proud moment.

“Lots of work was done over
many years, and thank God it
had a positive result,” she said.

“We hope to play at a high
level and honour Moroccans.”

Several other sports have
lifted hijab bans in recent years
including basketball, but it is still
not allowed during official foot-
ball matches in France.

Colombia stun
Germany with
97th minute
goal in World
Cup classic

LAST-GASP WINNER

Adelaide, Australia - Morocco
won a Women’s World Cup
match for the first time after
Ibtissam Jraidi struck early to
give them a stunning 1-0 victory
over South Korea on Sunday.

Having been thrashed 6-0 by
Germany on their World Cup
debut, this hard-earned win kept
alive Morocco’s unlikely chances
of reaching the last 16.

“We are just so glad that our
efforts paid off,” said the goal-
scorer Jraidi.

“I would like to dedicate this
victory to Morocco and all the
Arab nations at large. It was the
fruit of our hard work.”

French coach Reynald Pedros
saw his Morocco team take the
lead after only six minutes in

front of just over 13,000 fans in
Adelaide.

Hanane Ait El Haj crossed and
forward Jraidi nipped in ahead of
her marker to expertly glance her
header into the far corner.

Morocco, one of the lowest-
ranked teams at the tournament
at 72 in the world, were sup-
posed underdogs against the
17th-ranked Koreans.

But they made by far the bet-
ter start against shell-shocked
opponents.

Colin Bell’s Korean side belat-
edly grew into the game towards
the end of the first half, but like in
their 2-0 opening defeat to
Colombia, they lacked punch up
front.
AFP

Morocco beat South Korea for first Women’s WC win

Morocco’s Benzina makes
history with hijab at
Women’s World Cup

Morocco’s Nouhaila Benzina (L) tackles South Korea’s Ji So-Yun during

their Group H match on Sunday (AFP)

Auckland, New Zealand - Philip-
pines coach Alen Stajcic said he
could not have asked any more
of his team despite a 6-0 ham-
mering by Norway on Sunday
which ended their Women’s
World Cup adventure.

“They are a classy team and
they picked us apart. We tried
hard all the way to the end and I
am proud of the heart and spirit
of our team,” said Stajcic after

the game at Eden Park in Auck-
land.

“They fought to the end. From
that perspective it has been an
amazing World Cup. The players
have punched so far above their
weight.”

The Philippines came into
their final game in Group A fresh
from a stunning victory over co-
hosts New Zealand, their first
ever World Cup win on their

debut appearance at the tourna-
ment. Another win against the
former champions would have
taken them through to the last 16
but they never recovered after
Sophie Roman Haug scored two
early goals for the Norwegians.

A Caroline Graham Hansen
strike made it 3-0 at half-time,
and an Alicia Barker own goal
coupled with a Guro Reiten
penalty meant it was 5-0 early in

the second half.
The Philippines had substitute

Sofia Harrison sent off before
Roman Haug completed her hat-
trick, and the rout, in stoppage
time. Despite the outcome, the
Philippines players still took the
acclaim at full-time of their noisy
support, which made up the ma-
jority of the crowd of close to
35,000.

“It felt like a home game,” said

Stajcic, the Australian who has
previously coached his home
country at the Women’s World
Cup. “To bring football to life in
the Philippines has been a mo-
ment you can’t turn back from.

“These players have really 
left their mark and left a legacy
for future generations. I can’t 
ask any more. They gave every-
thing.”
AFP

Philippines coach filled with pride after Women’s World Cup run ends

Auckland, New Zealand -
Switzerland and Norway quali-
fied for the last 16 of the
Women’s World Cup on Sunday
as co-hosts New Zealand were
eliminated along with the Philip-
pines.

The Swiss finished top of
Group A thanks to a 0-0 draw
with New Zealand in Dunedin,
while Norway hammered the
Philippines 6-0 in Auckland to

overtake the co-hosts in the
standings on goal difference.

Norway had to beat the tour-
nament debutants to stand a
chance of advancing and they
cruised to victory at Eden Park
with Sophie Roman Haug scoring
a hat-trick.

Roman Haug, filling in for the
injured Ada Hegerberg, netted
twice early on before the recalled
Caroline Graham Hansen made

it 3-0 at the break.
Alicia Barker scored an own

goal just after half-time and Guro
Reiten netted a penalty before
crossing for Roman Haug to
complete her hat-trick, and the
victory, in injury time.

The scoreline allowed the
1995 World Cup winners Nor-
way to pass in front of New
Zealand into second place on
goal difference.

Switzerland, Norway qualify for last 16

Colombia has been making great
strides and today Colombia is a
world power. I dreamed of scoring 
a goal in a World Cup, I knew it 
was going to come and I decided 
to do it for today’s game
MANUELA VANEGAS 

Morocco’s Ibtissam Jraidi scores against South Korea in their Group H match in Adelaide on Sunday (AFP)

Alen Stajcic

Switzerland’s Ana-Maria Crnogorevic dribbles past New Zealand’s

Rebekah Stott during their Group A match in Dunedin on Sunday (AFP)
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Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium -
Max Verstappen made light of a
five-place grid penalty to reel off
an eighth consecutive victory for
his invincible Red Bull team at the
Belgian Grand Prix on Sunday.

The defending double world
champion and runaway series
leader came home 22.305 sec-
onds ahead of team-mate and
nearest title rival Sergio Perez.

Pole-sitter Charles Leclerc
was third for Ferrari ahead of
Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton who
clocked the fastest lap.

It was Red Bull’s record-ex-
tending 13th win in succession,

and their fifth one-two of the
season.

Verstappen, who completed a
hat-trick of Belgian wins, can
now draw level with Sebastian
Vettel’s record of nine straight
wins set in 2013 at his home
Dutch Grand Prix next month.

He said: “It’s a new spot, that’s
for sure - P6. I knew that we had
a great car. It was just about sur-
viving turn one.

“We made all the right
moves.”

Two-time champion Fer-
nando Alonso finished fifth for
Aston Martin ahead of George
Russell in the second Mercedes,
McLaren’s Lando Norris, Esteban
Ocon of Alpine and Lance Stroll
in the second Aston Martin. Yuki
Tsunoda was 10th for Alpha
Tauri. The race began under grey
skies, but in dry conditions as
Leclerc led from pole into La
Source hairpin where, after a de-
cent start, McLaren’s Oscar Pias-

tri was squeezed into the wall by
Sainz and after limping slowly on
the Australian rookie pulled up to
retire at the exit of Fagnes chi-
cane.

By then, Perez had blasted
past Leclerc on Kemmel Straight,
a show of power to take the lead.

Behind him, Verstappen was
swiftly up to fourth from sixth, his
starting slot after taking a five-
place penalty for a new gearbox.

It was clear Red Bull had supe-
rior handling and pace and on lap
nine Verstappen eased past
Leclerc into Les Combes. It
meant Perez had his team-mate
in his mirrors before they had run
10 laps.

After a flurry of pit stops Ver-
stappen chose to attack on his
new medium tyres and on lap 17
swept past Perez on Kemmel
Straight and promptly clocked a
fastest lap before rain began to
fall.
AFPRed Bull Racing’s Max Verstappen celebrates with his trophy after winning the Belgian Grand Prix on Sunday

     
       

      
        

      

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS


 

 BARIQ

+ 968 24831661

Services:
Kitchen - Supermarket - Bakery - Equipments Supply

Showroom: Ruwi High Street 
Near Bank Muscat 

Factory: Wadi Kabir industrial Area Muscat

info@gitter-gulf.com

+968 91378813

EXPLORE THE
WORLD WITH US !!

P.O. Box :62, 
Postal Code : 117,
Wadi Al Kabir, Muscat
- Sultanate of Oman

manger@vttoman.com

VENTURE & TRAVEL 
FOR TOURISM

CLASSIFIEDS 

ARCHITECTURE
HOUSE

Consulting Engineers 
& Architects

+968 99433380

P.O Box : 1451 Muttrah
Postal Code : 114
Sultanate of Oman

hussainalshidi@hotmail.com

TADMUR TRAVEL & TOURISM

+968 24830685

Ruwi high street, near
Bank Muscat Opp. Al
Baraka Hypermarket

tadmurtravelsllc@gmail.com

Book your tickets at the
best rates with us to

your travel destinations.

PROFILE

+968 96646605
Azaiba Near Scientific Pharmacy
+968 72188999
Mawalah South Near Bhala Pharmacy

Timings : 9am -1pm
4 : 30pm - 9pm

neenashik@gmail.com

Our Services:
Profile Dental & Orthodontist Clinic

  
    
    

   
   
  








 
 


  
    
   
  




SITUATION WANTED

  


   


 


  
   

FLAT FOR RENT

 


 


BIRTHDAY WISHES

    
  

     
   
    

NAYERA


Boutier
storms to
first major
triumph at
Evian 
Evian, France - France’s Celine
Boutier on Sunday clinched her
first major title by winning the
Evian Championship by an im-
pressive six shots.

The 29-year-old started the
last day with a three-shot lead
and she finished on 14 under par
after a near perfect closing 68.

Brooke Henderson, last year’s
winner, was second on eight
under after a 70.

Boutier is the third French
woman to win a major, following
in the footsteps of Catherine La-
coste, who won the 1967 US
Women’s Open as an amateur,
and Patricia Meunier Lebouc, a
winner of the Kraft Nabisco
Championship in California 20
years ago.

In ideal conditions, Boutier, a
former world No.1 amateur,
swiped away the nerves with an
brilliant start.

Verstappen
makes light of
Spa penalty to
secure eighth
straight win 

STOP ME IF YOU CAN! 



ARTIFICIAL InTELLIgEnCE

soRav Jain:
Is AI a threat to mankind?
AI is not a threat until one masters it. It is not our enemy – indeed, it is our best friend. AI
helps you increase your productivity, it helps you become more creative and
helps you show that you are smarter than everybody else in the room. So if
you're not gonna learn AI, it is then when it becomes a threat.

Indeed, AI may replace a lot of jobs because it can perform multiple
tasks at once, and so, productivity will increase. But, it does not have
a mind of its own and can function only as programmed – that's where
the human element comes in.

Can it be misused?
Every coin has two sides and we may expect a lot of misuse as AI is still
at a very nascent stage. This is only going to get intense as it passes the Beta
phase, but with time, governments will step in to legislate and regulate its functions. It is
like any drug that has healing powers on one side and negative effects which can be misused,
and so its use needs to be regulated.

FEATURES TECHnoloGy 
Monday, July 31, 2023 MUSCAT DAILY      15

Two AI experts - Sorav Jain and Rishi Jain 
– co-founders of Digital Scholar, were in Oman

recently to propagate the use of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) among business houses. 

Anirban Ray tries to understand the 'wheel
of change' that is ready to roll forth to increase

efficiency, enhance output, and rev up the
human element for smart living

Rishi Jain:
How does 'prompt' in AI work? 
Prompt is the main key and heart for a successful AI generative material. 

We have a framework called 'CRAFT' that helps get the right prompt. 
Where C stands for curation of content. For example, GPT has limited con-
tent, so we need to create new content for better activity.  One needs to

curate and bring out latest information from new books, new sources,
news channels, and maybe, from YouTube videos. R stands for refine,
and A for the audience for whom you need to refine it. Finally T stands
for tracking and it can be done to save conversations for future reference. 

Will AI make us lazy?
AI will make us smarter and productive but not lazy. Laziness does  not

have any place in the 'smart' age - one needs to consistently upgrade oneself
with new skills and learnings that enrich as well as facilitate our existence. The world is yet
to be educated on some of the good and bad impacts of AI – at present, its use is at the ex-
perimental stage and pitfalls have yet to be identified. 
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Night traiN

Back on track
N ight trains have made a

comeback in Europe,
thanks to their low-car-
bon footprint, but after
years of neglect, the ren-

aissance has had a bumpy ride.
Operators admit that the trains are out-

dated - with passengers facing the occa-
sional delays, technical problems or
malfunctioning toilets - while companies
compete in an overloaded network.

Despite the challenges, national rail op-
erators are giving night trains another
chance while startups are jumping on the
bandwagon as climate concerns are mak-
ing travellers ditch kerosene-burning
planes for cleaner modes of transportation.

Sitting at the crossroads between west-
ern and eastern Europe, Austria has been
at the heart of this revival with the backing
of the government even as low-cost air-
lines threatened to relegate sleeper trains
to the history books.

Austrian rail operator OeBB, a pioneer
in the sector, has Europe's biggest fleet of
night trains, serving 1.5 million passengers
in carriages that include sleeper compart-
ments.

The state-owned company considered
abandoning its overnight services at one
point, but it went the opposite direction
and invested in them instead.

"Our night trains are nearly fully
booked," OeBB spokesman Bernhard
Rieder told AFP as summer travel is in full
swing in Europe. OeBB runs 20 routes con-
necting Vienna and other cities throughout
Europe.

"We have a long tradition with night
train service," Rieder said, pointing out how
the Alpine nation's mountainous topogra-
phy makes having high-speed connections
difficult.

Very convenient
Astrid Reiter, a 27-year-old consultant,
booked a night train from Vienna to Zurich.
"It's nice because you basically wake up in

a different country," she said. "If everything
works out well, it's a convenient way to
travel."

She added,"I do hope that other compa-
nies other than the Austrian railway com-
pany develop more night trains and make
it easier to have faster night trains."

Rieder admits that the quality of its
service is 'not always as high these days as
what we want to deliver to our customers'.

"There was no demand and no request
for night trains for over 25 years, causing
manufacturing to grind to a halt, he said.

In 2018, OeBB ordered 33 new night
trains from German conglomerate
Siemens to expand its reach and replace
part of its ageing fleet.

The first trains - with a modern design,
more privacy, and more shower facilities -
are expected to go into service at the end
of this year.

Chris Engelsman, co-founder of the Bel-
gian-Dutch startup European Sleeper, also
complained about a shortage of proper
night train coaches.

Established in 2021, his company inau-
gurated a Berlin-Brussels link in May.

"The train is not always up to the mod-
ern standards, but despite that many peo-
ple would like to travel by night train and
the enthusiasm is quite big," he told AFP.

"There are breakdowns sometimes or
the toilets are not working or electricity is

not working properly - things like that," he
added, blaming the lack of investment for
decades.

Competition from low-cost flights and
a lack of coordination between different
European rail operators and companies are
other obstacles.

It is difficult to compete with some
flights' unreasonably low prices, according
to a recent report by NGO Greenpeace,
with the aviation sector benefitting from
subsidies and tax exemptions.

Rail transport, on the other hand, is sub-
ject to various taxes and fees, in particular
for using the infrastructure, said Philipp
Kosok, an analyst at the German think tank
Agora.

Complex and expensive
"Operating night trains is very difficult,
complex and expensive," Kosok said,
adding that the infrastructure was over-
loaded even at night when freight trains ply
the rails.

There is also no centralised site to con-
sult timetables and compare prices, with
some in the industry complaining of a lack
of political will.

"There's not really a European approach
to train travel now," Engelsman said.

French startup Midnight Trains co-
founder Adrien Aumont said his com-
pany's aim was to reinvent the night train
to make it a truly competitive means of
transport against aviation. Aumont had the
idea to create the company when his part-
ner decided never to get on a plane again.

His startup is partnering with a night
train maker to relaunch the once popular
Paris-Milan-Venice line in 2025.

"I realised that it was almost impossible
to travel in Europe (without flying). People
were asked to get off the planes, but with-
out necessarily offering them solutions,"
he told AFP. He, however, slammed a serv-
ice that has 'deteriorated' over time, far
from the luxurious Orient Express.
AFP

Europe's night trains make a bumpy
comeback, amid climate concerns,
offering a convenient mode of transport

Passengers board the Nightjet train line Vienna - Venice (-Zurich) of the Austrian Federal

Railways (OeBB) at the main station in Vienna, Austria

Train attendants stand on the platform in front of sleeping cars of the Nightjet train line

Vienna - Venice (Zurich) of the Austrian Federal Railways (OeBB) 

Operating night trains is
very difficult, complex
and expensive. 
There's not really a
European approach to
train travel now
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