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MINISTRY, ASYAD SIGN PACT
TOFUND SCHOLARSHIPS ‘

The Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation signed
an agreement of cooperation with
Asyad Group to fund scholarships
in the logistics field for General
Education Diploma (GED)
graduates from the School Year
2021/2022. >A5
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HM ISSUES ROYAL DECREE

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik has
issued a Royal Decree No. 4/2022 on the ratification of
an agreement between the governments of the Sultanate
of Oman and Qatar on avoidance of double taxation and
prevention of income and capital tax evasion, signed in
Doha on 22 November 2021, after presenting the same
before the Shura Council. Article (1): ratifies the
above-mentioned agreement in accordance
with the version attached to this decree. Article
(2) says that this decree shall be published in
the Official Gazette and takes effect from its
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Oman reports 1,619
infections, 2 deaths

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Over 1,600 new infec-
tions of COVID-19 were reported
in Oman on Wednesday as two
more people succumbed to the
disease. The Ministry of Health
fisures showed that while 350
people recovered from the dis-
ease yesterday, the number of
new infections was 1,619.

This means that since the start
of the pandemic, 316,472 people
have tested positive for the dis-

ease, while 303,112 have recov-
ered. Unfortunately, 4,124 people
have so far died from COVID-19.
About 121 patients are currently
hospitalised for COVID-related
complications, with 42 of them
admitted in the 24 hours leading
up to Wednesday. 15 people are
in intensive care. The Ministry
of Health has reminded people to
continue to practice all necessary
measures against COVID-19,
while advising them to get fully
vaccinated and/or boosted.

Petroleum Development Oman is among

the industry pioneers in sustainability

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oil and gas companies
in Oman are increasingly adding
green practices into their opera-
tions, to help sustain the environ-
ments in which they operate over
the long-term.

While some choose to recycle
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the water brought up to the surface
during oil extraction by building

wetlands that help local species of

animals and birds thrive while re-
ducing desertification, others are
setting up facilities that produce
far fewer pollutants during the
process of oil refining.

Among the industry pioneers
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Verdi
Masterpieces

in environmental sustainabil-
ity are Petroleum Development
Oman, which set up the Al Nimr
Water Treatment Project to treat
760,000 barrels of water that is
part of the oil extraction process
at the Nimr oilfields in the deserts
of'southern Oman.

“This natural treatment system
consists of a passive oil-water
separator, 380 hectares of surface
flow wetlands and 300 hectares
of evaporation ponds and has
been instrumental in reducing the
amount of hydrocarbon-polluted
produced water being disposed to
the deep well aquifers,” said PDO
in a statement.

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Pact for fruit market
inKhazaen City inked

Project financing deals were
1signed and financial closure
completed as part of efforts
to relocate the fruit and vegetable
wholesale activities from
Al-Mawaleh Central Market
to Khazaen Central Market in
Khazaen Economic City. >A2

Germany logs over
100,000 COVID cases

Germany reported
2 112,323 new coronavirus
cases on Wednesday,
the latest new 24-hour record
and the first daily tally of over
100,000. The national disease
control organisation, the
Robert Koch Institute (RKI),
published the figures early in
the morning. >A6

Artificial Intelligence
facilities highlighted

Oman Data Park

(ODP) in collaboration

with the Ministry of
Transport, Communications
and Information Technology
(MTCIT), organised a workshop
on Nebula AT at Muscat Novotel
Hotel. >B1

760,000

Petroleum Development
Oman sef up the Al Nimr
Water Treatment Project
fotreat 760,000 barrels
of water per day, that are

brought up as part of the il
extraction process at the

Nimr oilfields in the deserts

of southern Oman.

Organ transplant centre to be
set up by Ministry of Health

Times News Service

MUSCAT: As part of measures
needed to set up the National Cen-
tre for Organ Transplantation,
Minister of Health, Dr Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al Saidi, met with
members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Omani Association for
Organ Transplantation.

The meeting looked to enhance
joint cooperation between the two
organisations by developing a na-
tional programme for organ trans-
plantation, within the framework

of setting up such a centre.

Also discussed were plans to
establish a national conference
for organ transplantation, which
the association aims to hold
early next year, and launching
awareness campaigns about the
importance of starting organ do-
nations from deceased patients
after their demise, so that people
could know about the high wait-
ing lists for organs such as the
heart, lungs, and pancreas. These
organs cannot be donated while
their donors are alive.

“The NWTP, being a gravity
flow system, uses minimal fossil
fuel for its operation and therefore
results in an enormous saving in
energy consumption compared to
the conventional, energy-inten-
sive disposal method of pumping
the water more than 1.5 km below
ground into deep aquifers under
high pressure,” it added.

PDO planted more than 1.2 mil-
lion seedlings to create the wet-
land which has become a desert
habitat for close to 100 species of
birds, including flamingos, sand
martins, cuckoos, wagtails, barn
swallows, red-necked phalaropes,
and black-crowned sparrow larks,
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as well as insects, small reptiles
and fish. The reeds themselves
form a wetland covering around
2.4 million square metres of previ-
ously arid desert. They are irrigat-
ed by water that is a by-product of
oil production activities in Nimr.

The project has treated about a
billion barrels of produced water,
and recovered more than half a
million barrels of oil since opera-
tions began in 2010. The Nimr pro-
ject has received multiple awards,
including the Large Energy Pro-
ject award at the Emirates Energy
Awards that were held in Dubai,
along with PDOs partner Bauer
Nimr LLC. >A5

Leadership and sustainability among
topics for Global HSE event in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Leadership, technol-
ogy and sustainability are to be the
three main topics of discussion
at the eighth edition of the Global
HSE conference and exhibition,
which is to begin in Oman on 13
February.

Organised under the theme
“Excellence in HSE - leadership,
sustainability, technology”, the
conference will be held under the
patronage of Dr Mohammed bin
Hamad Al Rumbhi, the Minister of
Energy and Minerals, at the Oman
Convention and Exhibition Centre
(OCEQ).

“A number of local and interna-
tional speakers, experts, techni-
cians, specialists and academics
are expected to participate to in-
troduce their experiences in the
field of HSE,” said a Ministry of
Energy and Minerals statement.

sissal Conterence & Exhibition of (%

@ of Om

Sultanat

path, Subety b Emviranment

i PRESS CONFERENCE
i i v = & )
hdi‘-u:- ) S al 1
o g - slal
— ‘_}j_;’r__ ——i ' e gt
o — = ' e
o - NS
_ \ _.:*:\\‘

}:-T-"_.".T--"'"..

This is “in addition to a num-
ber of regional and international
countries, and more than 50 com-
panies from different local and
international organisations to
highlight the latest technologies
and experiences related to HSE,
such as devices, equipment, and
modern system applications.”

4

The objectives of the confer-
ence are to continue the traditions
of creating sustainable platforms
for the HSE sector, emphasise
leadership commitments and the
use of technology, and to focus on
sustainable goals for organisa-
tions, given the challenges of the
current market.
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Dhuhr 12:23pm
2N} 3:28pm
Maghrih 5:50pm
Isha 7:04pm

Fajr (Tomorrow)....

... D:32am
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Deals for fruit, vegetable market
in Khazaen Economic City inked

The agreements were
signed in pursuance
of the Royal
directives that called
on the private sector
and businessmen

to invest in local
opportunities in

all sectors to boost
Oman’s position as
an attractive and
leading investment

destination

MUSCAT: As part of the efforts
focused on relocating the fruit and
vegetable storage and wholesale ac-
tivities from Al-Mawaleh Central
Market in the Wilayat of A’Seeb to
Khazaen Central Market in Khaz-
aen Economic City in the Wilayat
of Barka, the project financing
agreements were signed, and its fi-
nancial closure was completed.
The first agreement concerned
the shareholders’ capital subscrip-
tion while the second was the bank
financing agreement with Sohar
Islamic Bank signed under the
patronage of Eng. Issam Saud Al
Zadjali, Chairman of Muscat Mu-
nicipality, and in the presence of
a host of local dignitaries, govern-
ment officials and representatives
of private agencies and compa-
nies engaged in the import and
trade of fruit and vegetables in
Al-Mawaleh Fruit and Vegetable

Central Market. The agreements
were signed in pursuance of the
Royal directives that called on the
private sector and businessmen to
invest in local opportunities in all
sectors to boost Oman’s position
as an attractive and leading invest-
ment destination.

The first agreement was con-
cluded to complete the equity
subscription with Oman Infra-
structure Fund (Rakiza), Salim &
Partners LLC, Al Kalbani Group
and Khazaen Development and In-
vestment Company, as sharehold-
ing partners in Khazaen Fruit and
Vegetable Central Market SAOC,
which will fund, develop and man-
age the new market in Khazaen
Economic City.

Bank financing

The bank financing agreement
was signed between Sohar Islamic
Bank and Khazaen Fruit and Veg-
etable Central Market SAOC to
provide financing facilities for the
new market project.

Commenting on the signing of
the two agreements, Eng. Kalat
Ghulam Al Balushi, Board Chair-
man of Khazaen Economic City,
said, “The signing of both agree-

ments marks the completion of the
project capital subscription and
total financing amounting to about
OMR40 million which will be al-
located to the development, es-
tablishment and operation of the
Khazaen Central Market. We are
happy with this strategic partner-
ship with major partners from the
private sector, and we highly value
and appreciate the trust of the gov-
ernment, represented by the Mus-
cat Municipality, and its support
in enabling the private sector to
play its part in the development of
quality and national projects that
contribute significantly to achiev-
ing food security and an economic
revenue for the country.

The project proves to be relevant
to the main pillars of Oman Vision
2040 as to its empowerment of the
private sector to be a major driver
of'the national economy. As soon as
we signed the agreement with Mus-
cat Municipality to relocate the
fruit and vegetable warehousing
and wholesale activities from Al-
Mawaleh Fruit and Vegetable Cen-
tral Market to Khazaen Fruit and
Vegetable Central Market in May
2021, we immediately proceeded
to the appointment of a consultant
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to prepare the engineering draw-
ings and tender documents for the
construction works. In November
2021, local companies were invited
to participate in the construction
works tender and as per the pro-
ject’s timeline, the implementation
tender will be awarded in the first
quarter of this year”.

Objective

Eng. Kalat affirmed that “the main
objective of relocating the fruit and
vegetable warehousing and whole-
sale activities to the new market is
to improve the performance and
quality of work in the fruit and veg-
etables sector and to provide new
modern and advanced integrated
logistics facilities including air-
conditioned wholesale and retail
market and the centralised cold
and dry storage of various fruit and
vegetable products to serve grow-
ing consumer demand for fresh
fruits and vegetables in the Sultan-
ate of Oman, which is increasing at
more than 10 percent p.a.

The new market will serve as a
marketing and logistics platform
that attracts investors and local,
regional and international com-
panies operating in the fruit and

vegetable sector. The new central
market is one of the main com-
ponents of Khazaen Food City,
which contributes to strengthen-
ing Oman’s food security system in
line with the national strategy for
food security”.

“This financial closure confirms
the significant role of the private
sector investment companies in
creating opportunities, studying
their economic feasibility and struc-
turing them as investment products
that attract investors and business-
men, and endeavouring to complete
the capital subscription and provide
bank financing to develop and oper-
ate these projects” he added.

The new fruit and vegetable
market in Khazaen Economic City
consists of high-quality logistics
facilities and services, such as air-
conditioned wholesale market and
trading floor, the cold storage fa-
cilities, truck sales area, onion and
potato sorting and selling sheds,
dry warehouses, agricultural prod-
ucts reception building, forklift
operation station, ten gates for cus-
toms inspection and plant quaran-
tine, administration offices for the
companies working in the market,
agriculture samples examination
laboratory under the supervision of
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources, seven
gates for entry of trucks, in addi-
tion to public services that include
banking services, truck parking,
and a mosque. The market will also
include retail outlets to cover the
incoming demand from the sur-
rounding areas of the city.

The new market area is signifi-
cantly larger than the area of the
current market in the Wilayat of
A’Seeb and can be extended in the
future to cater for the expected
growth. In addition to the market
connection to a 100,000 square
meters truck rest area, its location
on the Expressway in proximity
to A’'Suwaiq and Sohar ports, and
Khazaen land port, is one of its
success factors. The market will be
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Oman oil climbs to
its highest price

since 2014

Video story on the rise in
Oman oil prices

A wideo story on the rise in
Oman oil prices had 693 views
and 47 likes on Instagram.

a nucleus for the establishment of
an integrated city for food indus-
tries that includes the manufac-
turing, packaging and preserva-
tion of foodstuffs.

The new market will also con-
tribute to attracting international
companies specialised in food
supply chains, which will enhance
Oman’s position as a regional and
international foodstuffs manu-
facture and distribution hub, by
leveraging Oman’s strategic loca-
tion and robust logistics structure,
in Oman, in general, and Khazaen
Economic City, in particular.

Khazaen is one of the largest
public-private partnership project
in the Sultanate of Oman. It is the
latest integrated economic -city
being developed in the Wilayat of
Barka in the Governorate of South
Al Batinah. The city is strategically
located near the capital, Muscat,
and is part of Greater Muscat, ac-
cording to the urban strategy ap-
proved by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Planning. It is about 30
minutes away from Muscat Inter-
national Airport, and almost two
hours from Sohar Port. In the fu-
ture, the city will be linked through
its land port by the railway to the
city of Sohar to facilitate the trans-
portation of goods from Sohar port
to Khazaen land port directly.

Land port

In addition to the central fruit and
vegetable market, the Economic
City hosts Oman’s latest land
port, which was opened in De-
cember 2021, and includes areas
designated for small and medium
industries and logistics services.
The city will also accommodate
multi-space housing units that
meet all demands, recreational fa-
cilities, retail outlets, international
schools, and modern health care
centers - which will contribute to
creating communities that meet
all living and recreational needs
of the residents of this promising
economic city. -ona
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VERDI

MASTERPIEGES

PERFORMED BY
ARENA DI VERONA ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS
CONDUCTED BY JAN LATHAM-KOENIG

THIS SPARKLING concert at
the Royal Opera House Muscat
celebrates Giuseppe Verdi’s great
genius, with arias and duets se-
lected from some of his most
popular works, such as Nabucco,
I1 Trovatore and many others. In
the world of opera, Verdi is rec-
ognised as the leading composer
of nineteenth-century Italian
opera and universally admired
for a richness and depth of dra-
matic characterisation in musical
expression, an innovation with
which he transformed traditional
Italian opera. Singers from those
performing in Rigoletto are ac-
companied by the Orchestra and
Chorus of Fondazione Arena di
Verona under the baton of Jan
Latham-Koenig.

The concert is enhanced by the
participation of the Omani Op-
era Choir Group, an elite choir of
Omani singers who have received
a vigorous training in classical
singing and represent the capac-
ity and depth of Oman’s cultural
development.

The Fondazione Arena di Vero-
na is an acclaimed company, hail-
ing from Italy. Famous through-
out the world for their season of
outdoor productions in the Arena,
where performances have taken
place for 1990 years since its con-
struction in 30 AD between the
reign of Augustus and the reign of
Claudius.

The arena is the largest Roman
amphitheatre still in use and the
Fondazione celebrates 98 Opera

The concert is enhanced
by the participation of
the Omani Opera Ghoir
Group, an elite choir of
Omani singers who have
received a vigorous

fraining in classical
singing and represent
the capacity and depth
of Oman’s cultural
development.

Seasons and 107 years since the
first edition of the Festival. The
programme for the concert hon-
ouring Verdi touches on some
of the most beautiful moments
across his opera canon.

All visits to the opera house are
conducted under the guidelines of
the Supreme Committee respon-
sible for measures to tackle the
development of Covid-19. Social
distancing is maintained through-
out the building and the wearing of
facemasks is mandatory.

For more details, download the
app or check the ROHM website.
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Oman, Austriato
boost expertise
in digital field

The two sides
reviewed ways of
enhancing bilateral
relations and
cooperation in the

economic field

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr Hamad
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister re-
ceived here on Wednesday Dr.
Margarete Schrambock, Federal

Minister for Digital and Econom-
ic Affairs in Austria.

The two sides reviewed ways
of enhancing bilateral relations
and cooperation in the fields of
economy, digital technology and
exchanging expertise.

During the meeting, a presen-

tation was given on the Foreign
Ministry’s role in utilising knowl-
edge and technology through its
cooperation with Oman’s regional
and international partners.

The meeting was attended by
a number of senior officials from
both sides. -ona

Minister receives Pakistani
specilal assistant to the PM

MUSCAT: Dr. Mahad Said
Ba’Owain, Minister of Labour re-
ceived here on Wednesday Sayed
Zulfikar Bukhari, Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

The two sides reviewed areas
of cooperation between the two
countries in the field of labour and
ways of enhancing them to serve
the joint interests. -ona

<FROM

Al

Green energy 1s being

used to power facilities

The team has also won the Best
MENA Oil & Gas HSE Project
at ADIPEC 2012, GCC and Na-
tional Winner in the Sustainabil-
ity Category at the MEED Quality
Awards for Projects 2012, and the
Global Water Award in 2011.

A similar project is being set
up by French company Suez, in
collaboration with two Omani oil
and gas firms: Al Shawamikh Oil
Services and Merit National In-
vestment. The contract to Suez
was also awarded by PDO, and
involves the company setting up a
wetland system to treat, on a daily
basis, 40 million litres of water
produced from oilfields in Rima,
also located in the south of Oman.

“A series of basins will be built
over a period of two years, seeded
with different species of algae,”
said Cyril Courjaret, Suez CEO
for Africa, Middle East, Near
East, and Central Asia. “The
produced water will circulate
through these basins and become
purified by biological actions,
which consist of biodegradation
by microalgae and bacteria.

“The succession of varying
wetland environments, with dif-
ferent flow speeds and depths of
water, develops these different
mechanisms for pollutant absorp-
tion and will naturally treat the

produced water,” he added. “Once
cleaned, the produced water will
be disposed into 300-hectare
ponds to be naturally evaporated
beneath the Omani desert sun.”
Both local Omani companies
have a 24.5 percent stake in the
Rima treatment project, with
Suez holding the remaining 51
percent. The joint venture be-
tween the three companies will
continue over a 20-year period.
“Many current practices in-
volve disposing of water by drill-
ing wells deep into the surface for
this purpose, however, these are
not environmentally friendly;” said
Al Shawamikh CEO Dr Aflah Al
Hadhrami. “However, this project
for purifying water and diverting it
towards environmentally friendly
uses does not use any methods that
are harmful for our environment.
“Furthermore, additional
green energy is used to power
our facilities,” he added. “This
will reduce the contamination
of groundwater resources, and
there is an option to purify water
of this project which will be used
for farming and agricultural pur-
poses. We will also continue to
expand and participate in similar
projects in future.”
Meanwhile, a new petroleum
refining plant being built in Dugm

by Canada Business Holdings
(CBH) will generate 99 percent
less sulphur than the levels cur-
rently accepted by the oil and gas
industry. Sulphur dioxide and
other compounds can affect both
people’s health and the environ-
ment. At high concentrations,
sulphur pollutants can harm trees
and plants by damaging foliage,
decreasing growth, and even con-
tribute to acid rain, which can
harm sensitive ecosystems.

The refinery marks CBH’s first
foray into Oman, and Moses Solo-
mon, who serves as the compa-
ny’s chairman and CEO, says the
availability of transportation fuel
produced through environmen-
tally sustainable methods will au-
tomatically create demand for it.

“We shall build and they will
come,” he said, speaking to Times
of Oman. “The technology owned
and applied by us makes the green
and clean refinery, by definition, a
natural destination of choice for
the fuel oil global consumers.

“The refinery will produce the
finest and best products made by
the most advanced technology
worldwide,” added Solomon. “Our
technology is not a copy from else-
where, and we are proud to estab-
lish the refinery in Oman. We hope
itbecomes a landmark for Dugm.”

Ministry, Asyad sign pact
to fund scholarships

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Higher
Education, Research and Innova-
tion signed an agreement of coop-
eration with Asyad Group to fund
scholarships in the logistics field
for General Education Diploma
(GED) graduates from the School
Year 2021/2022.

The agreement was signed by
Dr. Rahma Ibrahim Al Mahrouai,

Minister of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation and
Eng. Abdulrahman Salem Al Hat-
mi, CEO of Asyad Group.

The agreement embodies the
keenness of the two sides in en-
hancing cooperation in academic
fields and providing the labour
market with specialised graduates
in logistics. -ona

Election for
BoDs held

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Pakistan School
Muscat held an election for
its Board of Directors 2022 in
which Ameer Hamza was elect-
ed as chairman unopposed.

Additionally, Muhammad
Qaiser Nawaz was elected as
Vice Chairman and Muham-
mad Amer Irfan as Director
of Finance.

Other elected members of the
Board of Directors are Muham-
mad Irshad, Aamir Masood,
Muhamamd Moazzam Khan
(President SMC, Pakistan
School Musannah), Mukhtar
Ali (President SMC, Pakistan
School Nizwa).

The board consists of eight
members, including the Chair-
man, Vice Chairman and senior
principal to run the affairs of
Pakistan Schools in Oman.

Oman takes part in WHO meeting

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Min-
istry of Health, took part in the
meeting of World Health Organi-
sation (WHO)’s Executive Coun-
cil’s 150th session which kicked off
via videoconferencing yesterday.

Oman’s delegation was repre-
sented by Dr. Fatma Mohammed
Al Ajmi, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Health for Financial
and Administrative Affairs.

The meeting discussed the
WHO’s programme budget of
the period 2020-2021 and the
expected funding of proposed

programmes for the period
2022-2023.
The Executive Council is the

authority tasked with executing

WHO decisions and policies. It
also presents advice and recom-
mendations on the international
organisation’s draft decisions. -ona
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Saturday to Wednesday from 19:00 - 18.00
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Monday from 18:00 2000

TOASTED TUESDAY
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LADIES NIGHT

Wednesday from 18:00 - 20:00

CURRYWURST SATURDAYS

Saturday from 18:00 - 20.00

LUNCH PROMO
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20 years of trust makes
A'Saffa the Nol choice of Oman

There are many reasons why Oman loves A'Saffa. With fresh, homegrown chicken, A'Saffa's
range of products caters to every taste, A'Saffa Chicken is full of flavour, packed with nutrition

and manufactured in hygienic, state-of-the-art plants. So whether it's a feast, festival, occasion

or just a snack - you can count on A'Saffa’s consistent taste to be everyone’s Mo. 1 choice.

Find A'Saffa preducts at your nearest store

No.1 CHOICE
.
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Germany logs more than 100,000 COVID cases for first time

BERLIN: Germany reported
112,323 new coronavirus cases
on Wednesday, the latest new 24-
hour record and the first daily tally
of over 100,000. The national dis-
ease control body, the Robert Koch
Institute (RKI), published the fig-
ures early in the morning.

The country’s weekly incidence
rate has now reached 584.4 new
infections per 100,000 people
over a seven-day period, the RKI

reported. The institute registered
239 deaths connected to COVID,
a reduction from the 384 reported
on the previous Wednesday.

The hospitalisation rate rose,
but only slightly, to 3.17 people per
100,000 per week, versus 3.13 one
week ago. The omicron variant
was comparatively slow to start
spreading in Germany by Europe-
an standards, but in recent weeks,
the country has experienced an in-

crease in case numbers similar to
those seen in several nearby coun-
tries such as France, the Neth-
erlands and the UK. France, for
instance, with roughly 15 million
fewer inhabitants, reported more
than 460,000 cases on Tuesday. It-
aly, with almost 60 million people
to Germany’s roughly 83 million,
logged more than 228,000.

As of this week, omicron ac-
counts for over 70% of new cases

Indonesia replaces
‘sinking’ Jakarta with

Nusantara as new capital |

The lawmakers
approved the shift
from Jakarta to
Kalimantan, a
jungle-covered area
on the east of Borneo

island

JAKARTA: Indonesia on Tues-
day replaced sinking capital Ja-
karta with Nusantara, as Jakarta
is prone to flooding amid climate
change.

The lawmakers approved the
shift from Jakarta to Kalimantan
--ajungle-covered area on the east
of Borneo island.

The new name translates to
“archipelago” in the Indonesian
language, reported CNN. Con-
cerns over the sustainability of the
congested and rapidly sinking po-
litical centre of Jakarta prompted
the need for new capital, and the
nation’s House of Representatives
officially passed a bill on Tuesday
regarding the relocation.

“The relocation of the capital
city to Kalimantan is based on
several considerations, regional
advantages, and welfare. With
the vision of the birth of a new
economic centre of gravity in the
middle of the archipelago,” said

)

across Germany. Health Minis-
ter Karl Lauterbach said on RTL
television late on Tuesday that
he expected the latest omicron-
fueled wave to peak around the
middle of February. Germany has
tightened restrictions in recent
days to curb the spread of the vi-
rus, limiting access to bars and
restaurants to those who have re-
ceived their booster jabs or citi-
zens who are tested. ow

SINKING CAPITAL: President Joko Widodo first announced the capital would be relocated in 2019, citing
concerns over Jakarta’s environmental and economic sustainability.

Suharso Monoarfa, the country’s
Minister of National Development
Planning, according to Indonesia
Parliament TV, reported CNN.

President Joko Widodo first
announced the capital would be
relocated in 2019, citing concerns
over Jakarta’s environmental and
economic sustainability.

Jakarta sits on the swampy
ground near the sea -- making it es-
pecially prone to flooding -- and is
one of the fastest-sinking cities on
Earth, according to the World Eco-
nomic Forum. The former capital
has been dropping into the Java
Sea at an alarming rate due to the
over-extraction of groundwater.

It is also one of the world’s most
overpopulated urban regions. It is
home to more than 10 million peo-

ple, with an estimated 30 million
in the greater metropolitan area,
according to the United Nations.
On Tuesday, the bill to relocate
the capital was passed by approvals
from eight fractions and only one
fraction rejecting it, according to
the chairman of Indonesia’s House
of Representatives Puan Maharani.
Indonesia’s Parliament comprises
nine groups of political parties
known as fractions, reported CNN.
Legislators have stressed the
importance of careful considera-
tion of the new development’s en-
vironmental impact. According to
data from the National Planning
and Development Agency, the total
land area for the new capital city
will be around 256,143 hectares

(around 2,561 square kilometres)

Taliban PM urges international
recognition for government

KABUL: Taliban leader and
acting prime minister of Af-
ghanistan, Mohammad Hassan
Akhund, called on the interna-
tional community to recognise
the Taliban government during
a news conference in Kabul on
Wednesday.

The broadcast was his first ma-
jor appearance since assuming
the role in September and came
as the hardliner conservative ad-
ministration struggles with a fal-
tering economy and continued vi-
olence with other militant groups.

“I ask all governments, espe-
cially Islamic countries, that they
should start recognition,” Ak-
hund — who is one of the found-
ers of the Taliban — said at the
conference.

No foreign government has yet
recognized the Taliban as the le-
gitimate rulers of Afghanistan,
although several have taken steps
to normalize relations.

Taliban seeks

development funds

The Taliban blames the current
economic crisis on the freezing
of billions of dollars’ worth of Af-
ghan funds by Western nations
led by the United States.

Development aid, which once
formed the basis of the central
Asian country’s economy, has also
been cut off.

International aid is still enter-
ing the country to help fight the
ongoing humanitarian crisis, but
governments are wary of prop-
ping up the Taliban regime by
providing the necessary support.

Western countries are still
waiting to see if the Taliban lives
up to its promise of not repeating
some of the extreme brutalities it
exercised during the group’s last
stint in power between 1996 and
2001. Women’s rights and human
rights in general are at the top of
the agenda.

Long-term prospects
“Short-term aid is not the solu-
tion; we must try to find a way to
solve problems fundamentally,”
Akhund said.

The economic woes and harsh
winter have already plunged mil-
lions of Afghans into poverty.

“We do not want anyone’s help.
‘We don’t want it for the officials.
‘We want it for our public,” the act-
ing prime minister said.

“I call on Muslim countries
to take the lead and recognize
us officially. Then I hope we will
be able to develop quickly,” he
added.

The Taliban seized power in
August, following the withdrawal
of most international troops. The
seizure sparked a chaotic depar-
ture of remaining US forces as
well as the evacuation of tens of
thousands of Afghans who at-
tempted to flee from the Taliban’s
restrictive and harsh rule. ow

-- almost all of it converted from
the forest area. Indonesia owns
the majority of Borneo, the world’s
third-largest island, with Malaysia
and Brunei each holding parts of
its northern region.

Sri Mulyani, Indonesia’s Minis-
ter of Finance, said in a press con-
ference on Tuesday there will be
five stages of development in the
new capital city.

The first stage is expected to
begin in 2022 and run through
2024, with development expected
to last until 2045, Monoarfa said,
reported CNN.

Previous estimates have said
the ambitious project would likely
cost around 466 trillion rupiahs
(USD 32 billion), CNN Indonesia
reported. ant
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US telecom giants

delay 56

after

airlines’ warning

WASHINGTON: Telecommu-
nications firms AT&T and Veri-
zon said on Tuesday they would
again delay launching new 5G
technology near key US air-
ports after the country’s largest
airlines warned of severe dis-
ruption to operations if compa-
nies proceeded with rolling out
the service.

The decision from the com-
panies came as the Biden ad-
ministration tried to broker
an agreement between the tel-
ecoms giants and airlines over
the 5G launch.

Biden seeks a

permanent solution

The firms said they would still
launch their 5G programs on
Wednesday but would delay
turning on fifth-generation cell
towers within a 2-mile radius of
runways. The two companies did
not say for how long.

President Joe Biden said on
Tuesday that the decision by
AT&T and Verizon “will avoid po-
tentially devastating disruptions
to passenger travel, cargo opera-
tions, and our economic recovery,
while allowing more than 90% of
wireless tower deployment to oc-

cur as scheduled.” Biden added
his administration would con-
tinue to explore ways of finding a
permanent solution.

Airlines already

halting flights

Some major international air-
lines, however, had already
rushed to tweak schedules or
even cancel flights to the US
amid safety concerns on the
eve of the rollout, despite AT&T
and Verizon pausing parts of
the deployment.

Emirates said it would suspend
flights to nine destinations in the
United States as of Wednesday
January 19, the planned date for
the widespread 5G rollout.

All Nippon Airways and Japan
Airlines said they would also can-
cel some flights.

AT&T — the world’s largest tel-
ecommunications company and
the largest provider of mobile tel-
ephone services in the US — and
Verizon have already twice de-
layed the launch of their new C-
Band 5G service, due to warnings
from airlines and airplane manu-
facturers concerned that the new
system might interfere with their
ability to gauge altitude. ow

Communications could be
down for ‘4 weeks’ following
Tonga volcanic eruption

NUKU’ALOFA: An underwater
cable that provides the Pacific is-
land nation of Tonga with most of
its telecommunication links with
the rest of the world will need at
least a month to be repaired fol-
lowing the recent volcanic erup-
tion, the New Zealand government
said on Wednesday.

The Hunga Tonga Hunga
Ha’apai underwater volcano
erupted on Saturday dispersing a
thick layer of ash across large parts
of the island nation and causing a
destructive tsunami that was felt
as far away as Peru, Chile and the
United States.

Communications in un-
known state of disrepair
The cable is broken in two places
and will require extensive repairs.

“US cable company SubCom ad-
vises it will take at least four weeks
for Tonga’s cable connection to be
repaired,” the New Zealand gov-
ernment said.

Samiuela Fonua, chairman of
the cable-owning company Tonga
Cable Ltd, said that a repair vessel
will leave Port Moresby in Papua
New Guinea at the weekend and
travel for eight or nine days to Sa-
moa to pick up equipment.

From there it will head to the
eruption area where the cable is
ruptured. “The cables are actually
around the volcanic zone. We don’t
know ... whether they are intact or
blown away or stuck somewhere
underwater. We don’t know if it’s
buried even deeper,” he told Reu-
ters, adding that it could take long-
er than amonth.

-

Multiple complications
International mobile phone net-
work operator Digicel said it had
set up an interim connection via
satellite, but this would be “limited
and patchy, covering about 10% of
usual capacity.”

However, the lack of digital and
telecom communications is not
the only problem facing Tonga.

An aircraft laden with water,
generators and hygiene kits is
ready to fly from New Zealand, but
cannot take off until the runway
at the main island’s international
airport is cleared of a thick layer
of volcanic ash. Australia also has
aircraft ready to fly.

The UN Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said that a blanket of ash
5 to 10 centimeters (2 to 4 inches)
thick had accumulated on the run-
way. This can prove dangerous
to modern aircraft as the ash can
gather inside the engines. “The ash
has proven more difficult to clear

than was expected,” said Jonathan
Veitch, Fiji-based UN coordinator
on the crisis.

It is expected that the runway
will be cleared later on Wednes-
day.

Aid missions on their way
New Zealand also dispatched two
military ships on Tuesday that are
expected to arrive on Friday.

The HMNZS Aotearoa is car-
rying bulk water supplies as well
as a desalination plant capable of
processing 70,000 liters of water
a day. Survey and diving teams are
also on their way onboard the HM-
NZS Wellington.

Another ship from Australia is
also planning to set sail soon.

Coronavirus is yet another com-
plication for the island, as Tonga
is one of the few countries that
has not recorded any COVID out-
breaks, prompting fears about the
importation of infections from
outside aid. ow
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Oman showjumping

championship

set for January 28-29

SHOWJUMPING: The first round of a female riders competition will be held in preparation for a future GCC
female horse riders championship.

This was unveiled
yesterday at a
press conference
held on Olympic
Committee and
Sports Associations
premises

MUSCAT: As many as 110 horse
riders, representing 12 countries,
will contest the second round
of Oman Masters International
Showjumping Championship,

which will be organised by Mojo
Equestrian Centre (Barka) on 28
and 29 January 2022.

This was unveiled yesterday at a
press conference held on Olympic
Committee and Sports Associa-
tions premises in Al Ghubra (Mus-
cat). Khalid Mohammed Al Saifi,
Director of Equestrian Activities
Department (Oman Equestrian
Association), said that the one-star
championship will be held in pur-
suance of a partnership between
Oman Equestrian Association and
private stables, both local and in-
ternational. Al Saifi explained that
the Association accords signifi-
cance to Olympic sports, notable
showjumping. He welcomed the
competitors, wishing them an en-
joyable experience.

Meanwhile, Hassan Mahboob
Hashmani, CEO of the Showjump-
ing Championship, said that the

participating countries represent-
ing Oman, Egypt, Lebanon, Jor-
dan, Britain, the United States, the
Czech Republic, the Netherlands,
Canada, Italy, Iraq and Morocco.
The first round of a female rid-
ers championship will be held in
preparation for a future GCC fe-
male horse riders championship,
he added.

In his turn, Majid Hamad Al
Hassani, Technical Director of
the Showjumping Championship,
said that the tournament will be
held in accordance with the laws
accredited by Oman Equestrian
Association. This international
championship paves the way for
an Arab competition in Novem-
ber 2022, he said, noting that the
event comes within the context of
Group 7 contest in which the rid-
ers strive to gather points to qual-
ify for international Olympics and

second round sees an increase in

championships. ona

Wagqar steers IAS to exciting
victory, Rafique stars in
thrilling Sunlight win

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Rao Wagar’s solid 57
notouthelped IAS Engineering and
Construction to a 3-wicket victory
against AER International Trading
and Contracting in a 50-over Pre-
mier Division League game at OC
Turf1in Amerat on Friday.

AER struggled to score freely
and was bowled out for 161 in the
47th over due to superb bowling
by Haythim Bahar who claimed 3
for 12 and Khaled Rashid, Imran
Muhammed and Waseem Akhtar
who took two wickets each. Rubel
Satter topscored with 28.

Riding on Wagar’s marathon
103-ball 57, AER reached the target
in40.2 overs, scoring 162 for 7. Arsa-
lan Bashir (36) and Hammad Mirza
(35) were its other main scorers.
Rubel Satter bagged 2 for 22.

Brief Scores (Premier Division
50 overs): AER 161 all out in 46.5
overs (Rubel Satter 28 - 2x4, Hay-
thim Bahar 3-12, Rashid Khalid
2-32, Imran Muhammed 2-37,
Waseem Akhtar 2-26) lost to IAS
162 for 7in 40.2 overs (Rao Waqar
57 — 4x4, Arsalan Bashir 36 - 5x4,
Hammad Mirza 35 - 4x4, Aamir
Kaleem 2-45, Rubel Satter 2-22)
by 3 wickets.

Rafique stars in

Sunlight win

Rafique Mujib’s fluent 53 off 39
aided Sunlight to a nail-biting
9-run win over Orient Travels
Abu Amin Metal in an A Division
T20 League match at OC Turf 2
on Saturday.

Apart from Rafique’s top knock,
Nasir Siddiqui (38) and Ishtiaq
Muhammed (36) batted well too,
helping Sunlight to 172 for 5 in 20
overs. Tanveer Rana and Tauseef
Ahmad claimed two wickets each.

Orient Travels fought hard to
reach 153 for 7 in 19 overs, requir-
ing 19 runs to win in the final over.
Veteran Hafiz Irfan save the day
for Sunlight, conceding only 10
runs and restricting Orient Trav-
els to 163 for 7. Adil Khan top-
scored with 40. Rajesh Devashya
and Ilyas Afreedi picked up two
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wickets each.

Brief Scores (A Division T20):
Sunlight 172 for 5 in 20 overs
(Rafique Mujib 53 - 4x4, 2x6,
Nasir Siddique 38 - 2x4, 3x6,
Ishtiag Muhammed 36 - 1x4,
1x6, Tanveer Rana 2-24, Tauseef
Ahmad 2-31) beat Orient Travels
Abu Amin Metal 163 for 7 in 20
overs (Adil Khan 40 - 4x4. Rajesh
Devashya 2-25, Ilyas Afreedi
2-29) by 9 runs.

Avinash, Neil shine for
Royal Gulf
Excellent all-round show by Avi-
nash Sharma and brilliant batting
by Neil Paily were the highlights
of Royal Gulf’s huge 106-run vic-
tory against OCT Al Nahdha in an
F Division TR0 League game at
OAC 3 ground in Seeb on Friday.

Royal Gulf posted a big 198 for 7
on the board thanks to top knocks
from Neil (59), Avinash (45) and
Vineesh Raj (38). Sharif Al Balushi
claimed three wikcets whereas
Arif Al Balushi bagged two.

OCT Al Nahdha failed to make
a match of it, collecting a disap-
pointing 92 for 8 in 20 overs. Ti-
bin Thomas and Avinash bowled
exceptionally well, taking three
wickets each.

Brief Scores (F Division): Royal
Gulf 198 for 7 in 20 overs (Neil

Paily 59 - 8x4, Avinash Sharma
45 - 7x4, Vineesh Raj 38 - 6x4,
Sharif Al Balushi 3-40, Arif Al
Balushi 2-14) beat Oct Al Nah-
dha 92 for 8 in 20 overs (Zakariya
Bakhsh 21 - 2x4, Tibin C Thomas
3-24, Avinash Sharma 3-14) by
106 runs.

Brief Scores (Women’s
League): Wadi Kabir Women 65
for 5 in 20 overs (Shreya Suresh
20 - 2x4) lost to Muscat Women
66 for 2 in 7 overs (Bhakti Shetty
13) by 8 wickets.

Brief Scores (Junior League
U19): Pakistan School Muscat
U19 104 all out in 36 overs (Ab-
dullah Iftikhar 24 - 2x4, 1x6, Mu-
hammad Asad 24 - 4x4, Aditya
Gurumukhi 2-2, Arjun Suresh
2-21, Glen Alexei 2-14) thrashed
by Indian School Muscat U-19
105 for 0 in 11.4 overs (Aditya Gu-
rumukhi 54 - 7x4, Aditya Girish
27 - 3x4) by 10 wickets.

Brief Scores (Junior League
U16):Indian School Al Seeb 228 for
6 in 30 overs (Aneek Chakrovorty
111 - 7x4, Vishwas 55 - 2x4, Kav-
ish Rajeshkumar 3-39, Hemanath
Balasubramaniyan 2-27) trounced
ISWK-A 160 all out in 26.5 overs
(Hemakesh Balasubramaniyan 43
- 8x4, Atharvashrikant Akojwar 41
- 5x4, Rajnesh 2-22, Vaishnav Raj
2-27) by 68 runs.

Sania Mirza
reveals
2022
season will
be herlast

MELBOURNE: India’s first
women’s tennis superstar,
Sania Mirza on Wednesday
announced her retirement
plans, confirming that the
2022 season will be her last.

The Indian tennis player
has won six Grand Slams and
has reached the summit of the
‘WTA doubles ranking. Mirza
is also the first Indian to break
into the top 30 in the WTA
singles ranking. Mirza an-
nounced her retirement plans
after her opening-round loss
in women’s doubles event at
the ongoing Australian Open.

The 35-year-old after her
match said: “There’s a few
reasons for it. It’s not as sim-
ple as ‘okay I'm not going to
play’. I do feel my recovery
is taking longer, I'm putting
my 3-year-old son at risk by
travelling so much with him,
that’s something I have to
take into account. I think my
body is wearing down. My
knee was really hurting today
and I'm not saying that’s the
reason we lost but I do think
that it is taking time to recov-
er as I'm getting older.”

“Also for me to find that
motivation everyday to come
out. The energy is not the
same anymore. There are
more days than there used to
be where I don’t feel like do-
ing that. I've always said that
I will play until I enjoy that
grind, the process which I'm
not sure I'm enjoying as much
anymore.” an1

Meet Manjot Kalra, the
hero of India’s Under-19
World Cup in 2018

Anis Sajan, Vice Chairman,
Danube Group

India in the last one decade
has had several cricketers
who after their exposure in
the Under-19 World Cup,
have gone on to become big
names like Yuvraaj Sing, Vi-
rat Kohli and Shubman Gill,
Prithvi Shaw.

It was pleasure to inter-
act with India’s upcoming
cricketing talent Manjot
Kalra, whose claim to fame
is his match-winning 101*
against Australiainthe 2018
ICC U19 World Cup final in
New Zealand, an effort that
gave India its record fourth
title win.

Talking about the match
against Pakistan, where
he scored a significant 47,
when I asked him about his
experience of facing the fast
bowling of Shaheen Shah
Afridi, he said that it was the
biggest platform for him.
Given the history of both
the countries, the match
was all the more important
as all the eyeballs would be
on them. Manjot said, “It
was our first international
match and that too against
Pakistan, the thought itself
gave us goosebumps. How-
ever once we started play-
ing, the nervousness settled
down. And facing the bowl-
ing of Shaheen Shah Afridi
was a great experience.”

‘We then spoke about the
match against Australia,
when he scored a whopping
86. Kalra mentioned that
he missed the century in
that match by just 14 runs
after getting out in the mid-
dle order. Nonetheless, his
performance for the match
was decent enough despite
the wicket being flat. He
made up for that missed
century in the finals against
Australia by scoring 101
off 102 balls, and clobbered

eight fours and three sixes
to help India win the con-
test. Reminiscing about the
iconic match, he said, the
massive turnout of the Indi-
ans to watch them play their
first World Cup final gave
them the jitters and both he
and his opening partner and
team captain Prithvi Shaw
took a while to settle on the
pitch. “The biggest moment
for me in that match was
when the crowd was cheer-
ing for me at 99 and waiting
with baited breath to score
my first century.” Manjot is
the second Indian U19 play-
erto score acentury inthe U
19 World Cup.

Describing his feelings at
the time, he said, “It was in-
deed a special feeling for me
being applauded all the way
to the dressing room but be-
ing hugged and appreciated
by the Wall, our coach Rahul
Dravid, was the highlight.”

On being asked as to who
was his favourite Indian
player, he said it was none
other than King Kohli and
he would like to imbibe
Kohli’s fitness and tempera-
ment. I am sure with Dravid
now being the head coach
of team India and given
Manjot’s talent and tem-
perament we’ll be able to
see him playing more games
not only in IPL but also for
Team India.

Here’s wishing the birth-
day boy Manjot Kalra good
luck for his future!
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MBX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,216.82 points,
up by 0.53 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up by

0.51 per cent at 514.60 points. Oman &
Emirates Holding, up 8.77 per cent, was
the top gainer while, SMN Power Holding
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Oman Data Park committed to boost
digital transformation by using Al

The workshop targeting all government

entities came within the framework of Oman

Data Park’s national efforts that aim at

contributing to accelerating the Sultanate

digital transformation, through utilising the

Artificial Intelligence applications

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Data Park
(ODP) in collaboration with the
Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology (MTCIT), organised a
workshop on Nebula AI at Muscat
Novotel Hotel.

It highlighted the Sultanate’s
infrastructure readiness for Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) as an embod-
iment of Oman’s Vision 2040, and
the digital transformation strat-
egy announced by the Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology, which
aim at promoting and accelerating
the digital transformation of the

O1l hits 7-year
high as tight
supply bites

NEW YORK: Oil prices on
Tuesday climbed to their highest
since 2014 as investors worried
about global political tensions
involving major producers such
as the United Arab Emirates and
Russia that could exacerbate the
already tight supply outlook.

The risk added a premium to
prices during the session. Brent
crude futures rose $1.03, or 1.2
per cent, to settle at $87.51 abar-

government sectors and services
in Oman in line with the global
technical development.

Above 30 ministries, authorities
and establishments participated
in the workshop. The workshop
targeting all government entities
came within the framework of
ODP’s national efforts that aim at
contributing to accelerating the
Sultanate digital transformation,
through utilising the AI and the
cost-effective and efficient sup-
port available through Oman Data
Park’s Nebula AI infrastructure
which is powered by Nvidia and
hosted in Oman.

The delivered content of the
workshop included an AT transfor-
mation roadmap for government

Magbool Al Wahaibi

entities, their cyber security solu-
tions, a framework for creating an
Al project within the public sector
and highlighted the action of the na-
tional programme for adopting Ar-
tificial Intelligence and Advanced
Technologies in the Sultanate.

The holding of the workshop
comes in light of the Sultanate’s in-
terest in accelerating the adoption
of Artificial Intelligence, while the
Sultanate has designated a Nation-
al Programme for Artificial Intelli-
gence and Advanced Technologies
in the year 2020, within the Minis-
try of Transport, Communications,
and Information Technology.

In his welcoming speech at the

Khalil Al Maawali

opening of the workshop, Eng.
Magbool Al Wahaibi, CEO of
Oman Data Park, stressed that
the holding of this workshop is
considered as an embodiment
of Oman Data Park’s efforts to
contribute to the success of the
Sultanate’s National Program for
Artificial Intelligence. Nebula AI
aims at enhancing the productiv-
ity of the targeted sectors for eco-
nomic diversification, improving
the human resources capabilities
in Artificial Intelligence, adopting
Artificial Intelligence applications
in the infrastructure sectors, and
the governance of Artificial Intel-
ligence applications and advanced

technologies in accordance with a
human-centred vision.

ODP’s partnership with Nvidia
gives the ability for Government
and private entities in Oman
to avail world’s best processing
equipment and technologies in the
field of AI. Oman now has the best
Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning and Deep Learning capa-
bilities online and hosted in Oman
and ODP can tailor the required
AT applications for different verti-
cals. Furthermore, the given tech-
nologies are available on an OPEX
model enabling cost-effective im-
plementation for the entity, and
ODP also offers plug and play AI
solutions for many verticals.

Al-Wahaibi added that ODP’s
keenness to provide its services to
the public sector is backed by the
confidence of government entities
inthe professionalism of Oman Data
Park in providing various solutions
related to Artificial Intelligence,
Cloud services, Web hosting, and
Cyber Security services, including
their Security Operations Centre
services and Network Operations
Centre services which are operated
around the clock, seven days a week.

In the same context, Al Wahaibi
affirmed ODP’s capabilities to pro-
vide its specialised professional
services to the various adminis-
trative units of government agen-

cies in the Sultanate in the cloud
services fields and security assess-
ment services, that aim at identi-
fying, evaluating technical weak-
nesses, and setting preventive
measures to protect them from
external and internal cyber threats
related to information technology.

Eng. Khalil Al Maawali, a mem-
ber of the National Programme for
Artificial Intelligence team, gave
a visual presentation highlighting
the Sultanate’s integrated national
action plan for Artificial Intelli-
gence and advanced technologies.
His session explained the activi-
ties under this national action plan
including, the setting of policies
and legislation to adopt AI and
advanced technologies, including
capacity-building, research, inno-
vation, industrialisation, invest-
ment, and supporting the estab-
lishment of emerging companies.

The integrated national action
plan for AI and advanced technol-
ogies in the Sultanate also includes
coordination and cooperation be-
tween stakeholders in the public,
private and academic sectors, to
share requirements related to Al
and advanced technologies, inte-
grating with existing projects and
initiatives, and coordinating with
local and advanced international
organisations and bodies related
to the topics concerned.

Omantel, SQU cooperate to boost digital economy

MUSCAT: Omantel, the first and
leading integrated telecommuni-
cations services provider in the
Sultanate, announced that it will
continue supporting scientific re-
search and innovation in the Sul-
tanate by extending its research
partnership with Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU).

The telecom company will lend
its weight, for the fifth consecutive
year, to the research scholarship ini-
tiative, the Omantel Research Fund.
The fund will cover deserving and

pathbreaking research topics in the
field of ICT and Nanotechnology.

The agreement was signed by
His Highness Sayyid Dr Fahad bin
Al Julanda Al Said Vice-Chan-
cellor of Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity (SQU) and Talal bin Said Al
Mamari CEO Omantel.

The support is part of Oman-
tel’s CSR Pillar, ‘Education’ which
aims at contributing to a digital
competent society in which every-
one has equitable access to quality
education, including technical and

vocational skills. It aligns with the
company’s commitment to the na-
tion and aims to support Oman’s
march toward a knowledge-based
economy.

The funding by Omantel will
contribute to the government’s ef-
forts to boost Oman’s ranking in
Unesco’s Global Innovation’s Uni-
versity/Industry Research Collab-
oration Index, Knowledge Creation
Index and the Gross Expenditure
on R&D Financed by Business En-
terprise as a Percentage of Total

Gross Expenditure on R&D.

The support also contributes
towards the country’s effort in
meeting United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goal 9, which
aims to spur innovation and drive
sustainable industries that work
for everyone, and Goal 17 related
to partnerships, especially the
public-private partnerships, and
indirectly towards Goal 4 on the
quality of education.

Saba bint Said Al Busaidi, Sen-
ior Manager Corporate Affairs at

Omantel said, “Omantel is proud to
be an enabler in Oman’s economic
growth. Omantel is always looking
for opportunities for contributing
to the country’s intrinsic and global
objectives in every sphere. The as-
sociation with SQU in this regard
hasbeen along and fruitful one, and
we are confident that such initia-
tives will act as a catalyst for more
and more people to take up relevant
research, the results of which can
be applied to boost efficiency, pro-
ductivity and national growth.”

rel. US West Texas Intermedi-
ate (WTI) crude futures ended
$1.61, or 1.9 per cent, higher at
$85.43 abarrel.

Both benchmarks touched
their highest since October
2014, and some Opec sources
say $100-per-barrel oil is not
out of reach.

UAE oil company ADNOC
said it had activated business
continuity plans to ensure unin-
terrupted supply of products to
its local and international cus-
tomers after an incident at its
Mussafah fuel depot.

Russia has built up a large
troop presence near Ukraine’s
border, stoking fears of invasion.
US and German officials have
discussed ways to deter Russia,
which could include halting the
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline from
Russia to central Europe.

At the same time, producers
within the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
are struggling to pump at their
allowed capacities under the
Opec+ agreement with Russia
and allies to add 400,000 barrels
per day each month.

Opec on Tuesday stuck to its
forecast for robust growth in
world oil demand in 2022 de-
spite the Omicron coronavirus
variant and expected interest
rate hikes. -na
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MSX index MUSCAT
ends higher

Oman & Emirates Holding, up 8.77 per cent,

was the top gainer while, SMN Power Holding

ISIN. SECURITY NAME. VOLUME............ TURNOVER...cmrcs TRADE.......... OPEN PRICE ........... 1111 W— {11 [ [R— CLOSE PR. ... PREV. CLOSE......c. DIFF (RD) e {1173 JR— LASTPR.
down 8.77 per cent, was the top loser REGULAR MARKET

OM0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE 503,076.......... 29,960. SN ())() G5() Bm———— 0.059........... 0.060...

OMO0000002440. AL SHARQIA INV. 149,911 13,915. 0.093 0.092. 0.0

OMO0000002077 AL OMANIYA FIN.S 2,391,867 ..... 324,290.

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,216.82 points, up by
0.53 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up
by 0.51 per cent at 514.60 points.
Oman & Emirates Holding, up
8.77 per cent, was the top gainer
while, SMN Power Holding down
8.77 per cent, was the top loser.
Shares of Al Omaniya Financial
Services were the most active in
terms of the number of shares
traded while Omantel were the
most active in terms of turnover.
A total number of 806 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generatingaturno-
ver of OMR3.38 million, with more
than 16.6 million shares changing
hands. Out of 46 traded securities,
23 advanced, 5 declined and 18 re-
mained unchanged. At the session
close, domestic investors were
net buyers for OMR259,000 while

GCC and Arab investors were net
sellers for OMR252,000 followed
by foreign investors for OMR7,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
677242 points, up by 0.72 per cent.
Prices of Oman & Emirates Invest-
ment, Muscat Finance, Taageer Fi-
nance, Al Sharqgia Investment, and
Al Omaniya Financial Services
were up by 8.77 per cent, 5.26 per
cent, 3.8 per cent, 3.33 per cent, and
3.03 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5914.89 points, 0.69 per cent. Pric-
es of National Aluminium, Jazeera
Steel Products, Al Maha Ceramics,
Oman Flour Mills, and Oman Ce-
ment were up by 3.54 per cent, 049
per cent, 045 per cent, O per cent,
and O per cent respectively.

Services Index was by 0.43 per
cent before closing at 1659.93

pOintS. — United Securities

o 0CK

EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low. Value Prev.Value.......... DL e Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.....ccosuurmeurrenmeerreeereeens 4,240.74 ... 4,217.22 4,239.04 4,216.82 22.21 0.53
FINANCIAL INDEX......cooccostumerrenene 6,775.14 6,725.94 6,772.42 6,724.19 48.23 0.72
Industry Index 5,953.37 5,914.89 5,914.89 5,955.97. -41.08 -0.69
Services Index.... 1,659.93 1,654.06 1,659.93 1,652.78 715 043
MSX Shariah Index 516.23 514.06 516.23 514.60 1.63 0.32
MSX TR INDEX. 5,103.12 5,074.82 5,101.07 5,074.34. 26.73 0.53
Trading Summary

Volume ......ccceeneeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
16,600,035........cccuc... 3,388,209 806 22,412,738,489 23 5 18 46

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19

______ LAST BID...ecve LAST OFFER..cc PAR VALUE........ MARKET GAP

OMO0000002200

OMO0000001533

......18,428,780

AHLI BANK

125,000 15,239.

OMAN INVST& FIN,

1,868,234 00,81

ALANWAR INVESTMENT

2728.

237,858,211

... 38,157,000

18,200,000

OOREDOQO....
OMAN TELE

JAZEERA STEEL PROD.

ALMAHA CERAMICS

RENAISSANCE SER.

BANK MUSCAT

455,504

OMAN FLOUR MILLS

3,356 3,616.

9,000 2,756.

44,755,030

...105,911,680

.1,880,173,741

-...111,510,000
04,519,820

OMO0000001749..
OMO0000002168.

OMO0000001707.
OMO0000001418..
Total

975 1,946

212,70

80,732,941
/680,000

40,867,101

RAYSUT CEMENT ...
20

Parallel Market

OM0000001681..
OM0000003281..
OM0000001319..
OM0000004925
OM0000004933
OM0000001152..
OM0000002374.
OM0000007407
OM0000004768
OM0000004420

OMAN EMIRATES HO.

22431

TAAGEER FINANCE.

1,702,149

10,795,000
89,700,000

....40,200,000

ALUMINIUM PROD.

308432
65,000.....

450,000.

UNITED FINANCE

OMAN NAT. ENGu..ooccoruvnrmsressssnssrssssssssssssssssssns 1,091,477

268,770

251,458

243,000,

OM0000001483.
OM0000001178..
OM0000001301.
OM0000001517 ..
OM0000002549
OM0000003125.
OM0000003521..
OM0000004735
OM0000004776
OM0000005260
OM0000005963
OM0000006912..
OM0000007084

NATIONAL BANK OMAN

MUSCAT GASES

DHOFAR CATTLE.

HSBC BANK OMAN........
BANK DHOFAR

GLOBALINV. H

SEMBCORP SALALAH

GALFAR ENGINEER.......cccoocomsicrrinne

TAKAFUL OMAN.

OMAN ARAB BANK

PHOENIX POWER

AHLIA INSURANCE,

MCT DESALINATE

OMAN FISHERIE

00...380,536,632

0070 0.100....13,800,000

0.076. 0.100......15,223,98:

76,365,756
/100,000

SMN POWER HOLDING.
25

= ,105,600
0.051 0.100......73,130,073
0.346 .....oocc.cee 0.100.....32,600,000
0.089. 0.100.....13,532,885
0.055. 0.100........6,625,000
0.052. 0.100.......10,381,051
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Airport Show to showcase innovative products

DUBALI: A diverse range of tech-
nologically advance and innova-
tive products will be displayed at
the Airport Show 2022 in Dubai.

The 21st edition of the event
will be held from 17th to 19th May
at the Dubai World Trade Centre
(DWTC), according to a press re-
lease issued by the organisers on
Wednesday.

The world’s largest airport in-
dustry B2B platform, organised
by Reed Exhibitions Middle East,

will provide insights into the in-
vestments planned by the world’s
airports until 2040.

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al
Maktoum, President of Dubai
Civil Aviation Authority and
Chairman of Emirates Airline
& Group, and Patron of Airport
Show, said, “The Airport Show
has provided over the past two
decades products and services to
create most advanced aviation fa-
cilities in the world.”
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The press release noted that
airports have kept up competing
by continuously adopting cutting-
edge technologies for a completely
frictionless travelling experience.

Innovative technologies and
products are providing a wider
degree of agility and flexibility
for the airports as the number of
passengers are gradually increas-
ing and they prefer completion of
their baggage handling operations
outside the airports. -wam

Opec Fund
extends $35
million loan
to Vietnamto
support SMEs

VIENNA: The Opec Fund is
providing a $35 million loan to
Southeast Asia Commercial
Joint Stock Bank (SeABank) to
facilitate access to finance for
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) and women-owned
businesses, and to promote cli-
mate funding for a sustainable
economic recovery in Vietnam.

The financing is part of the
Opec Fund’s COVID-19 re-
sponse and will help bridge the
funding gap for SMEs as well
as contribute to environmental
sustainability.

Opec Fund Director-General
Abdulhamid Alkhalifa com-
mented, “We are pleased topart-
ner with SeABank and join forc-
es with international lenders
to provide financing to support
Vietnam’s sustainable econom-
ic growth. Increasing access to
finance for SMEs, especially
women-owned businesses, will
help reduce inequalities in line
with the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.”

SMEs account for 98 per cent
of all enterprises and 50 per cent
of employment in Vietnam and
are the backbone of the coun-
try’s economy. Women-owned
businesses have been dispro-
portionately affected. -wam
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uring a recent study, an Italian-Swiss team demon-
strated that children’s reading skills can be improved
through a novel child-friendly action video game.

The findings of the study were published in the jour-
nal Nature Human Behaviour.

Decoding letters into sound is a key point in learn-
ing to read but is not enough to master it. "Reading
calls upon several other essential mechanisms that we
don’t necessarily think about, such as knowing how to
move our eyes on the page or how to use our working

memory to link words together in a coherent sentence,” points
out Daphne Bavelier, a professor in the Psychology Section of
the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences (FPSE) at
the UNIGE.

"These other skills, such as vision, the deployment of attention,
working memory, and cognitive flexibility, are known to be im-
proved by action video games”, explains Angela Pasqualotto, first
author of this study, which is based on her PhD thesis at the De-
partment of Psychology and Cognitive Science of the University
of Trento under the direction of Professors Venuti and De Angeli.

A CHILD-FRIENDLY ACTION VIDEO GAME

TO SUPPORT LEARNING

With this in mind, a video game was designed that combines ac-
tion video games with mini games that train different executive
functions, such as working memory, inhibition and cognitive
flexibility, functions that are called upon during reading. "The
universe of this game is an alternative world in which the child,
accompanied by his Raku, a flying creature, must carry out dif-
ferent missions to save planets and progress in the game”, Angela
Pasqualotto adds.

The idea is to reproduce the components of an action game,
without incorporating violence, so that it is suitable for young
children. "For example, the Raku flies through a meteor show-
er, moving around to avoid those or aiming at them to weaken
their impact, while collecting useful resources for the rest of the
game, a bit like what you find in action video games.”

The scientists then worked with 150 Italian schoolchildren
aged 8 to 12, divided into two groups: the first one played the
video game developed by the team, and the second one played
Scratch, a game that teaches children how to code. Both games
require attentional control and executive functions, but in dif-
ferent manners.

The action video game requires children to perform tasks
within a time limit such as remembering a sequence of sym-
bols or responding only when the Raku makes a specific sound
while increasing the difficulty of these tasks according to the
child’s performance. Scratch, the control game, requires plan-
ning, reasoning and problem solving. Children must manipu-
late objects and logical structures to establish the desired pro-
gramming sequence.

"First, we tested the children’s ability to read words, non-
words and paragraphs, and also we conducted an attention test
that measures the child’s attentional control, a capacity we know
is trained by action video games,” explains Daphne Bavelier.

The children then followed the training with either the action
video game or the control game, for six weeks, two hours a week
under supervision at school. Children were tested at school by
clinicians of the Laboratory of Observation Diagnosis and Educa-
tion (UNITN).

LONG-TERM IMPROVEMENT IN READING SKILLS
Shortly after the end of the training, the scientists repeated the
tests on both groups of children. "We found a 7-fold improvement
in attentional control in the children who played the action video
game compared to the control group”, says Angela Pasqualotto.
Even more remarkably, the research team observed a clear en-
hancement in reading, not only in terms of reading speed, but also
in accuracy, whereas no improvement was noted for the control
group. This improvement in literacy occurs even though the ac-
tion video game does not require any reading activity.

"What is particularly interesting about this study is that
we carried out three further assessment tests at 6 months, 12
months and 18 months after training. On each occasion, the
trained children performed better than the control group,
which proves that these improvements were sustained,” Angela
Pasqualotto says. Moreover, the grades in Italian of the trained
children became significantly better over time, showing a virtu-
ous improvement in learning ability. “The effects are thus long-
term, in line with the action video game strengthening the abil-
ity to learn how to learn,” says Daphne Bavelier.

Within the framework of the NCCR Evolving Language and in
collaboration with Irene Altarelli (co-author of the article and
researcher at LaPsyDE, University of Paris), the game will be
adapted into German, French and English.

"When reading, decoding is more or less difficult depending on
the language. Italian, for example, is very transparent - each letter
is pronounced - whereas French and English are quite opaque, re-
sulting in rather different learning challenges. Reading in opaque
languages requires the ability to learn exceptions, to learn how a
variety of contexts impacts pronunciation and demands greater
reliance on memorisation,” comments Irene Altarelli.

Will the benefits of action video games on reading acquisition
extend to such complex learning environments as reading in
French or English? This is the question that this study will help
answer. In addition, the video game will be available entirely at
home, remotely, as will the administration of reading and atten-
tion tests, in order to complement school lessons, rather than tak-
ing time out of school hours. - ant
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Redtag empowers women to
experiment with latest trends

A’anika, Redtag’s
latest capsule range,
strikes a delicate
balance between
modern trends

and traditional
ensembles,
empowering fashion-
forward women

to gear up for the
opening of the GCC
social scene

DUBALI: Redtag, the region’s lead-
ing value fashion and homeware
brand, has launched A’anika, a
ladieswear range of modest ap-
parel. A'anika is Redtag’s earnest
attempt to align with the socio-
cultural evolution and progressive
reforms, geared towards empow-
ering women.

Homegrown value fashion
brand Redtag has been champi-
oning modest ladieswear in the
region for quite some time, but
with Aanika, it is curating a sig-
nature collection. This initiative
is expected to resonate with the
fashion-conscious generation,
especially at a time when the
Middle East is reopening its out-
door activities after a prolonged
closure. A’anika collection is cur-
rently available in selected stores
and through WhatsApp shopping
across the region.

“A dedication to Redtag’s wom-
en customers, Aanika means
“unique” in Arabic, and “gracious”,
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“brave”, and “song” in other lan-
guages — which are metaphorical
of our female clientele. This range
is the by-product of multiple cus-
tomer feedback we have received
in recent months. Women shop-
pers sought a dedicated range of
refreshingly modest apparel. So,
after a fair amount of market study
and interpretations of interna-
tional high fashion, we are finally
catering to their needs, just in time
for the post-pandemic reopen-
ing. We also have a great A’anika
collection lined up for Spring and
Ramadan,” said Jitender Advani,

Head of Fashion, Redtag.

As outdoor activities like cin-
ema, mall experiences, office work,
and dining resume, the need for
variety and options in clothing has
amplified in the region. Women,
in particular, are seeking a sense
of novelty and designs that are in
sync with the region’s continued
reforms in dress codes. A'anika
offers a complete outfit solution
with layering options. The collec-
tion comprises blouses, trousers,
dresses, and scarves that are both
fashionable and comfortable.

On-trend silhouettes in jack-

ets and midi dresses, loose-fitting
collections in earthy and neutral
tones, everyday formal-casual
combinations of beige, white, and
black tops with complimentary
striking prints are amongst the
highlights. The A’anika range also
accompanies footwear and ac-
cessories, including scarves, bags,
and jewellery. Redtag has particu-
larly emphasised the fabric qual-
ity, comfort, cuts, and lines, giving
the collection a luxe feel, all while
upholding its reputation for value
pricing and affordability.

“At Redtag, we believe in timing;

we want to bring the right product
to the right people at the right time.
Progressive reforms in the GCC,
combined with the systematic re-
sumption of outdoor activities, cre-
ated an opportune moment for the
launch of A’anika. It is Redtag’s way
of celebrating the social, economic,
cultural, and political achieve-
ments of women,” added Jitender.
The recently launched hyper-
convenience services like ‘Any-
time-Anywhere Exchange’, ‘Find
Your Size’, ‘Fashion Stylists’, and
‘Free Home Delivery’ testify to
the brand’s customer-centric ap-

proach. Redtag has even intro-
duced WhatsApp shopping, be-
sides expanding its eCommerce
presence in the KSA. With these
first-to-market services in the
Middle East, along with its tiered
loyalty programme — RT Rewards
— which boasts over 15 million
members, Redtag continues to
cement its position as the lead-
ing value fashion and homeware
brand in the region. Its contribu-
tions were recognised by Retail
ME through the ‘Most Admired
Brand Campaign of the Year’
award 2021.

Less than a month to wait until Al Mouj Muscat Marathon returns

MUSCAT: The wait for the Al
Mouj Muscat Marathon is nearly
over, with just less than a month
to go. Over the weekend of 11-12
February 2022, the runners will
take their place on the startingline
at Al Mouj Muscat and test their
endurance.

Sabco Sports have teamed up
with UFC Gym Oman to offer free
public training sessions every Fri-
day morning in the build-up to the
race and runners of all ages have
taken this opportunity to learn
from professionals and improve
their fitness. Taking place from
8am-9am at ABQ Seeb Interna-
tional School, coaches have given
hundreds of runners help with
training, nutrition and diet, and
tips on how to maintain a healthy
and active lifestyle.

“Excitement is building for the
Al Mouj Muscat Marathon 2022
and we are delighted with the
number of people across the world
that have taken up the challenge
to compete this year. The entire
weekend will be a fun-filled fes-
tival of running which brings to-
gether communities from across
the country, local schools and
colleges, businesses and teams to
support each other from start to
finish,” says Nic Cartwright, Man-
aging Director of Sabco Sports, or-
ganisers of the event.

He added, “Al Mouj Muscat,
Oman’s premier lifestyle destina-
tion, is the perfect venue for the
race and we have several surpris-
es in store to delight spectators,

visitors and guests throughout the
weekend as we celebrate the dedi-
cation of the athletes and welcome
the return of Oman’s most popular
sporting event.”

-

The forthcoming event at Al
Mouj Muscat features five dif-
ferent race distances to cater to
a variety of fitness levels and ex-
periences and each category has

received a very good turnout in
terms of registrations. The 42km
marathon 21.2km half-marathon
and 10km runs are certified by
world-running organisation

s s

AIMS, aligning the event with In-
ternational Association of Athletic
Federation IAAF) standards and

adding to competitive runners’
rankings. Participants in all races

.
1

will receive a commemorative
t-shirt and a finisher’s medal to
mark their achievement.
Registration is still open and
places are available in all races.
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exus launches all-new 2022 NX

The event offered
viewers the
convenience of
viewing the launch
of the NX from the
comfort of their
homes or wherever

they were

MUSCAT: At a Lexus digital
event, Saud Bahwan Automotive,
unveiled the all-new 2022 Lexus
NX, recently.

The event offered viewers the
convenience of viewing the launch
ofthe NX from the comfort of their
homes or wherever they were. The
event premiered on all the Lexus
Oman social media pages on Face-
book, Instagram and YouTube.

Joining the event and sharing
his views via a special video mes-
sage was Chief Engineer Takeaki
Kato. He said, “The new NX is
designed to meet the diverse life-
styles of customers around the
world with a complete renewal of
its key strengths, including elec-
trification, design, driving perfor-
mance and advanced technologies
to broaden its appeal.”

The NX programme has brought
about a major change in Lexus’ ap-

proach to new vehicle development,
applying digital modelling and com-
puter techniques for smarter engi-
neering that can achieve a higher
level of quality assurance.

Lexus design enters a new peri-
od of evolution with the launch of
the new NX while remaining true
to its core L-finesse philosophy. At
the front, the hallmark Lexus spin-
dle grille plays a more integral role
in the design. The elegant shape
of the bonnet also supports good
forward visibility from the driv-
er’s seat. L-shaped daytime run-
ning lights are positioned above
the headlights and have seamless
surface illumination with a fade-
out function when the driver uses

the turn indicators. The standard
headlights are bi-beam LED-type
with Automatic High Beam (AHB).

The rearview is distinguished
by new L-shaped all-LED light
clusters, and Lexus’ signature L-
shaped light bar that spans the
width of the vehicle. On the tail-
gate, the Lexus emblem has been
replaced with the “LEXUS” name,
creating a more modern and sim-
pler look and strengthening the
car’s identity.

The NX F SPORT models fea-
ture dark chrome exterior details,
a mesh grille and 20-inch alloy
wheels with a 10-spoke design in-
spired the wheels used on Lexus’
LC flagship coupe. There are also

new front and rear bumper designs
with larger side vents cut into the
front bumper. The meters on high-
grade models are High Defini-
tion and their appearance can be
customised; there is an exclusive
meter design for the F SPORT
models, featuring a tachometer
and speedometer. Touch tracer
switches on the steering wheel can
be used to change or update the
contents of the multi-information
display without having to look
away from the road ahead.

The new NX is the first model
to feature Lexus’ Tazuna concept
for the driver’s cockpit. It focuses
on giving the driver direct, intui-
tive control of the vehicle, follow-

ing the principle of “hands on the
wheel, eyes on the road”.

To help keep the driver’s atten-
tion focused on the road ahead,
the primary sources of informa-
tion - the multi-information dis-
play, multimedia screen, gauges,
meters and optional head-up dis-
play - are grouped so they can be
read at-a-glance.

Passengers enjoy a greater sense
of space with the feeling of a luxu-
rious lounge. Applying the Vital x
Tech concept has created a cabin
that is innovative, elegant and prac-
tical. The design, quality and finish
exemplify the Lexus traditions of
omotenashi hospitality and Ta-
kumi artisan craftsmanship, using

fine-quality materials and precision
methods to ensure everything you
see, touch and hear is perfect. Cabin
illumination can be adjusted for am-
bient lighting in the footwells, door
panels and centre console.

The NX s the first Lexus model to
be fitted with an e-latch electronic
door release system. This allows the
door to be opened with a smooth,
simple and near-silent motion.

Lexus has introduced two new
petrol engines in the NX range,
a 24-litre turbo and a naturally
aspirated 2.5 litre. The 2.4-turbo,
featured in the new NX 350, is en-
gineered for high output and high
torque, giving the driver a sense
of flowing, uninterrupted power.
Maximum power of 275 hp pro-
duced at 6,000 rpm, with peak 430
Nm of torque delivered from 1,700
- 3,600 rpm. The turbocharger is
a new, high-efficiency unit that
achieves power performance, fuel
economy and emissions compli-
ance with quiet operation. A new
8-speed Direct Shift automatic
transmission replaces the 6-speed
transmission previously featured
in the NX. The 2.5-litre engine
featured in the new NX’s hybrid-
electric system is tuned to produce
a combined output of 240 hp. The
CVT transmission enhances ac-
celeration performance and com-
bines a smooth drive with excel-
lent fuel efficiency.

Those wishing to catch up on
the most happening digital launch
event, that they missed, can view
the event on Lexus Oman social
media channels. The all-new Lex-
us NX vehicle is now on display at
the Lexus showrooms.

Special offers and discounted rates for loan from BankDhofar

MUSCAT: Reaffirming its com-
mitment to provide the best ser-
vices, products and financial solu-
tions to its customers, BankDhofar
announces special offers and dis-
counted rates for the loans.
Customers who avail them-
selves of personal, housing, and car
loans will get attractive rates. For
the housing loan, the interest rate
starts from 4.99%, while for the

housing and car loans the interest
rate starts from 4.95%.
Commenting on the offer, Mu-
hannad Al Raisi, Executive Man-
ager — Assets Products Develop-
ment and Bancassurance, said,
“This offer highlights our endeav-
our to design the best financial
solutions that cater to the various
needs of our customers. We have
all gone through tough times finan-

cially, due to COVID-19 which af-
fected various aspects of our lives.
Thus, we are offering our custom-
ers attractive interest rates on per-
sonal and housing loans.”

To avail of the offer, customers
may visit the nearest BankDhofar
branch to apply for a personal or
housing loan during this period.
More details on the terms and
conditions and the eligibility are

available on BankDhofar’s website
(https://www.bankdhofar.com/
en-GB/Loans.aspx).

Customers’ needs

BankDhofar is one of the best
banks in the region, catering to
customers’ needs and require-
ments, and setting the standard
for the best customer experience
within the banking industry in

the Sultanate through innovative
products and creative solutions.
Following best international bank-
ing practices, provision of out-
standing customer experience, in
addition to its commitment to
community development and con-
tribution to the growth of the na-
tional economy, has placed Bank-
Dhofar at the top of the list of best
banks in the region.
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