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Real estate units required to

form owners' associations

Our Correspondent
Muscat

H E Khalfan Said Mubarak al
Shueili, Minister of Housing and
Urban Planning, has issued Min-
isterial Decision No 204/2024
outlining regulations for real es-
tate owners' associations.

According to the decision,
owners of real estate units are re-
quired to form owners’ associa-
tions and register these through
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning's electronic sys-
tem.

The objective of forming these
associations is to effectively
manage and maintain joint prop-
erty, specify rights and responsi-
bilities of real estate unit owners,
and safeguard their interests
based on the law.

Additionally, these associa-
tions are tasked with developing
comprehensive strategy for real
estate management and ensur-
ing their implementation.

The decision prohibits owners'
associations from engaging in ac-
tivities not aligned with their in-
tended purpose.

Additionally, the decision
mandates these associations to
maintain a register accessible to
all property owners. This register
must contain the names and data
of real estate unit owners, includ-
ing their contact details.

It is also required to include
copies of title deeds and survey
drawings of all residential units,
plans of common parts of the
property, construction comple-
tion certificate of the property,
and building name certificate is-
sued by the relevant municipality.

The decision stipulates the
formation of a general assembly
comprising all owners of individ-
ual real estate units in a property.
The general assembly holds the
responsibility of determining the
overall policy of the joint property
and making essential decisions to
fulfil its objectives, including ap-
pointment and dismissal of
members of a Board of Directors,
as well as establishing the remu-
neration of board members.

The decision was issued on
March 7 and will come into effect
a day following its publication in
the Official Gazette.

Major overhaul for school, govt
transport with new bus agreements

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Secretariat General of Ten-
der Board and the Ministry of Ed-
ucation have embarked on a
significant transportation en-
hancement project by signing
agreements with Karwa Motors
and Oman Development Bank to
overhaul government and school
bus fleets.

The number of buses will de-
pend on the requirements of gov-
ernment agencies (ministries), as
agreed upon by the Tender Board
and Karwa Motors.

Another agreement will see
replacement of 5,000 buses by
the Ministry of Education (MoE),
from 2024 to 2028, introducing
a thousand new buses annually.

The agreements are part of a
broader effort to meet the grow-
ing demand for public and school
transportation, while also bol-
stering the local bus manufactur-
ing industry.

The first phase of the replace-
ment project, targeting school
buses from 1980 to 1997, will
commence this year, prioritising

H E MAJID AL BAHRI

the oldest vehicles for replace-
ment.

Oman Development Bank will
provide interest-free financing to
eligible bus owners, with condi-
tions including a maximum loan
amount of RO22,500 and an

eight-year repayment period.
Those who do not qualify for in-
terest-free loans, a nominal inter-
est rate of 3% will apply.

H E Majid bin Saeed al Bahri,
Undersecretary for Administra-
tive and Financial Affairs in MoE,
highlighted the ministry's role in
this initiative. “It will facilitate re-
placement of 1,000 school trans-
port vehicles annually, ensuring
these new buses meet stringent
safety and security standards, in-
cluding sensors, tracking devices
and driver training programmes
in partnership with specialised in-
stitutes like the Traffic Safety In-
stitute of Royal Oman Police.”

Dr Ibrahim bin Ali al Balushi,

CEO of Karwa Motors, noted the
significance of these agreements
in boosting the bus and vehicle
manufacturing industry in the
sultanate. The overhaul will up-
grade the school transportation
system with state-of-the-art
safety features and technology
and attract further investments
for bus manufacturing to Special
Economic Zone at Dugm, while
fostering related small and
medium projects.

This comprehensive approach
to updating the transportation in-
frastructure represents a major
step forward in ensuring safer,
more efficient public and school
transport systems.

RAMADAN
BEGINS ON
TUESDAY

Muscat - The moon sighting
committee met on Sunday
evening chaired by H E
Dr Mohammed bin Said
al Mamari, Minister of En-
dowments and Religious Af-
fairs, following which it was
announced that the commit-
tee did not receive any evi-
dence of sighting the
crescent of the month of Ra-
madan.

Consequently, the com-
mittee declared that Monday,
March 11 will mark the end of
Shaban 1445, and Tuesday,
March 12 will be the begin-
ning of Ramadan 1445.

Passenger numbers up 21.6% in Omani
airports; revenues of star hotels up 17%

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's tourism sector experi-
enced an exceptional year in
2023, exceeding expectations
with a record-breaking 4mn visi-
tors. The momentum continues
in 2024 with a significant 21.6%
increase in airport passenger traf-
fic by the end of January totalling
1,417,442 passengers.

This surge aligns with the
Ministry  of Heritage and
Tourism's ambitious goal to at-
tract 1Imn tourists annually by
2040, as part of the broader
Oman Vision 2040 objectives.

Comparative data from the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information shows passenger

numbers rose from 1,165,556 at
the end of January 2023.
Muscat International Airport,
in particular, saw a notable in-
crease of 22.7%, serving
1,290,552 passengers on 8,756
flights - 16% up from 2023. This
included 8,090 international
flights serving 1,200,822 passen-
gers, and 666 domestic flights
serving 89,730 passengers.
Indian travellers led the ar-
rivals (86,234) and departures
(82,807), followed by nationals
from Bangladesh and Pakistan.
Salalah Airport also reported
an increase - 14% - in passenger
numbers, totalling 120,506,
alongside a 4.5% increase in
flights. International and domes-
tic flights through Salalah Airport

served 58,657 and 61,849 pas-
sengers, respectively. Addition-
ally, Suhar and Dugm airports
contributed to the overall growth.
Suhar had 1,140 passengers and
Dugm 5,370.

The hospitality sector mir-
rored the positive trend with rev-
enues of 3- to 5-star hotels in the
sultanate totalling RO24.75mn at
the end of January 2024, marking
a 17.1% increase from the previ-
ous year. The total number of
hotel guests surged 20.5% to
215,660, with a notable occu-
pancy rate growth of 16.2%.

Omanis constituted the ma-
jority of hotel guests (75,219),
followed by Europeans (73,325)
and Asian visitors (27,191) - up
17.9% and 27.8% respectively.

Hamed al Harthy runs up and
down Sa'al Steps 19 times

His Majesty
exchanges Ramadan
greetings with Arab,

Islamic leaders

Muscat - His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik ex-
changed cables of greetings
on the advent of the holy
month of Ramadan with
leaders of Arab and Islamic
countries.

In his cables, His Majesty
the Sultan conveyed his sin-
cere sentiments and his
best wishes of good health,
happiness and long life to
them. His Majesty also
wished their people further
progress and prosperity.

His Majesty prayed to
the Almighty Allah to be-
stow his blessings on all
Muslims, wishing that it
would be a month of secu-
rity and harmony.

In their cables, the lead-

ers expressed their sincere
greetings and their best
wishes of good health, hap-
piness and a long life to His
Majesty the Sultan. They
also wished the Omani peo-
ple fulfilment of their aspi-
rations of progress and
prosperity. They prayed to
the Almighty Allah for the
return of this occasion on
His Majesty, the Omani
people and the Arab and
Muslim nations with glory
and prosperity.

His Majesty the Sultan
also exchanged greetings in
a telephonic call with King
Hamad bin Issa al Khalifa of
Bahrain on the advent of
Ramadan.

ONA
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MoH provides guidelines for fasting
individuals with chronic conditions

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH)
has issued important guidelines
for individuals with chronic
ditions who wish to fast during
the holy month of Ramadan.
initiative aims to prom
health and wellness, ensurir

a balanced approach to fast-
ing.

In an announcement,
MoH emphasised the im-
portance of  prioritisin;
health and well-being durir
Ramadan. Individuals v
chronic conditions such as Type
1 diabetes, or those with kidney
and liver conditions, are strongly
advised to consult their health-
care provider before deciding to
fast. This precautionary measure
is crucial to ensure their safety
and health during the fasting pe-
riod, it said.

‘For those on medication, it is
imperative to discuss with your
doctor the possibility of adjusting
medication timings to accom-
modate the fasting schedule.

Such adjustments are essential
to maintain health and prevent
any adverse effects during Ra-
madan.’

The ministry also recom-
mends adhering to a nutritious

diet, as advised by healthcare

professionals and nutritionists. It

suggests having the pre-dawn

meal - suhoor - as late as possi-

ble and ensuring that iftar in-
35 a variety of vegetables,
; and proteins. This dietary
oach is aimed at sustaining
irgy levels and promoting
serall health.

Hydration is another key
aspect highlighted by MoH.
Individuals are encouraged
.0 drink ample water be-
ween iftar and suhoor to
ay well-hydrated. Con-
1ption of stimulants such as

tea, coffee and soft drinks should
nited to avoid dehydration.
dditionally, to prevent low
blood sugar levels, engaging in
physical exercise is recom-
mended after iftar rather than
before. This timing helps in main-
taining stable energy levels
throughout the fasting day.
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Time for spiritual
reflection, renewal

Ramadan holds profound
significance as a period of
spiritual reflection, prayer and
fasting. One of the five pillars
of Islam, devotees dedicate
themselves to empathy and
gratitude this month. What are
the beneficial habits to
embrace during the month of
Ramadan, and what ar~

the undesirable habits

that one should avoid?

Here’s what Muscat

Daily readers said -

Khalid Jabri
Taxi Driver

During the sacred month of Ramadan,
there are many beneficial habits that en-
hance our spiritual, mental and physical
well-being. One crucial practice is suhoor
that fuels the body with necessary carbo-
hydrates and proteins. Also, constant
prayers and remembering God helps
cleanse the mind and soul. | have struggled
to give up smoking and this is the best time
that I shall do it.

Irabel Otejam
Digital creator

It's just shorter office hours but my work
continues after that at home. I'm not a
Muslim, so there is no difference. This is
the time to show respect by not eating in
front of people who fast.

Mohammad Toufiq
Teacher

One must give up on extravagant spending
- on cosmetics and clothes or even food -
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during this time and instead donate to
charity. | discipline myself in the context of
sleep, meals and exercise. | avoid exces-
sive eating during iftar and do not waste
time unnecessarily with friends or col-
leagues.

Mohammad al Hinai
Government employee

The best habit to embrace in this time is to
consume less food, spend less time with
friends and more time reflecting on life.
Often after iftar, | leave home and go to the
beach all alone. | have the bad habit of get-
ting up late. This Ramadan will help me
overcome it. Also, it will help me be calmer,
disciplined and committed to positive
change.

Sayed Murthala Mohamed Muheez
Accountant

ergy; strengthen your connection with
Allah through more prayers; resist exces-
sive eating during iftar; minimise non-pro-
ductive activities; cultivate patience and
control over anger; limit distractions from
the spiritual focus; and avoid gossip and
negative conversations.

Haresh Dave
Private sector employee

People should not waste food at all.

Zeenath
Student

Engage in self-reflection and spiritual
growth; practice gratitude for your bless-
ings and share these with others; con-
tribute to charity and help those in need;
choose nutritious foods for sustained en-

Don't listen to music even after iftar; don't
miss Taraweeh prayers; don't spend all the
time sleeping, instead spend time on learn-
ing more about deen; watch Islamic moti-
vational lectures and teach others; lower
your gaze; and do not swear or engage in
backbiting or lying. Make lots of dua and
learn the meaning of prayers. Set a goal to
complete the Quran, reading ten pages
every day. Teach children more about our
religion. Try to control anger, give charity
and practise self-control.

How can authorities effectively address the rise in begging seen during
the month of Ramadan, despite efforts to curb this phenomenon
throughout the year?

SEND YOUR COMMENTS

Share your comments in not more than 50 words along
with your full name and profession before next Sunday,

SEND US ON OUR

NEW

WHATSAPP NO
91953774

10am, via WhatsApp, Facebook or Instagram

Muscat Municipality to ensure food safety
during Ramadan with rigorous campaigns

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a concerted effort to ensure
the safety of commonly con-
sumed foods and enforce health
standards among food establish-
ments, Muscat Municipality has
plans to conduct intensive in-
spection campaigns throughout
Ramadan.

A Muscat Municipality official
from the Food and Laboratories
Department of the Directorate
General of Health Affairs in-
formed that these campaigns are
designed to monitor food estab-
lishments closely. The initiative
aims to ensure compliance with
regulations for transporting, stor-
ing, preparing and displaying
food products.

The inspection strategy is di-
vided into two phases. The initial

phase, conducted pre-Ramadan,
targeted food warehouses to en-
sure safety standards of prod-
ucts frequently consumed during
the holy month.

Subsequently, a continuous
and periodic campaign will com-
mence from the beginning of Ra-
madan, focusing on central
markets, multi-activity stores

(Supplied photo)

and vendors dealing in vegeta-
bles, fruits, dates, coffee, nuts,
meat, poultry and sweets. This
phase is crucial for maintaining
health standards during in-
creased consumer activity in Ra-
madan, ensuring the safety of
perishable items.

The campaigns extend to es-
tablishments preparing iftar

meals, with specialised inspec-
tion teams conducting thorough
visits and checks. These mea-
sures include taking samples for
laboratory analysis to ascertain
the absence of contaminants and
adherence to approved health
specifications.

Due to significant consump-
tion of fried foods during Ra-
madan, the municipality also
plans to monitor the quality of
oils used in frying processes. In-
spections will cover food storage
and preparation areas, cooking
methods and the transportation
of food items.

Additionally, compliance of
staff to personal hygiene prac-
tices, including the use of gloves
and head coverings, and the pos-
session of valid health certifi-
cates, will be scrutinised to
ensure food safety.
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109 rescued, 108 emergencies reported

Moderate to
heavy rains
witnessed in
several
governorates
over the past
three days

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The latest forecast and analyses
of the National Multi-Hazard
Early Warning Centre indicate
that the impact of the current
weather disturbance will ease off
from Monday with chances of
isolated rain over the gover-
norates of South Shargiyah, Al
Wousta and coastal Dhofar.
Moderate to heavy rains were
witnessed in several gover-
norates over the past three days
and authorities rescued 109
people. A total of 108 emergen-
cies were reported and dealt

with across several gover-
norates.

The National Committee for
Emergency Management

(NCEM) announced that a total
of 39 people were rescued in 24
hours from Saturday to Sunday

(Supplied photos)

in different parts of the sultanate.
In a statement, NCEM said
that of the 108 emergency
cases, one was in South Batinah,
two in Dhahirah, three each in
Muscat, North Batinah and
Dakhliyah, and ten in Buraimi.
On Sunday, Civil Defence and

Ambulance Authority (CDAA)
announced that nine people
were rescued from a sinking
boat off Al Ghubra beach in
Bausher.

‘A CDAA team reached the
spot as soon as it received the
distress call. All nine rescued are

in good health," it stated.

On Sunday, Royal Oman Po-
lice (ROP) closed the Amerat-
Bausher road due to damage
caused by rains. ‘The road has
been closed until further notice.
Commuters are advised to use
alternative roads,' ROP stated.

According to Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA), sporadic rains
lashed several governorates in
the last three days. ‘A number of
wadis overflowed. There was
low cloud cover and fog over
various parts of the sultanate. A
number of villages in the wilayat

of Nizwa in Dakhliyah witnessed
sporadic rains on Sunday that
led to overflowing wadis.’

Data collected from the rain
monitoring stations of Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources from Friday to
Sunday morning showed that

Ibri recorded the highest rainfall
-10mm.

Khasab (90mm), Sinaw
(80mm), Adam (80mm), Al
Qabil (75mm), Nizwa (68mm)
and Mahdah (64mm) were
other areas where significant
precipitation was recorded.

OCECto host over
15 international
eventsin 2024

Muscat - Oman Convention and
Exhibition Centre (OCEC) is ex-
pecting to hold more than 15 re-
gional and international events
in 2024. The centre experienced
an exceptional rebound post-
COVID-19 with around 1.5mn
visitors in 2023, a 25% increase
from 2022 figures.

OCEC has positioned itself as
Oman'’s premier MICE venue by
attracting large-scale events
which have a significant impact
on the sultanate’s economic de-
velopment.

Among the events this year,
OCEC has hosted the Middle
East Space Conference, the In-
ternational Occupational Health
Summit and the General Arab
Insurance Federation Confer-
ence, welcoming thousands of
visitors to its first-class conven-
tion centre, a press release
stated.

In the coming months, OCEC
will host the Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynaecolo-
gists World Congress, the Inter-
national Investment Forum and
the annual Green Hydrogen
Summit, one of the leading re-
gional events on green energy
transition.

Attending ITB Berlin last
week, Said al Shanfari, CEO of
OCEC, stated his confidence in
OCEC's further growth in 2024.
“This year, we have three strate-
gic drivers - sustainability, digi-

talisation and inclusivity. Our
aim is to make our venue a
space for all, investing in the
right technologies and creating
new opportunities for event or-
ganisers and visitors alike. Our
major project will also focus on
making OCEC a sustainable
venue in the region through a
groundbreaking solar panel pro-
ject happening in 2024. | am
grateful to the local associations
for their support in enabling us
to attract international events to
Oman, ensuring that OCEC re-
mains a premier venue in the re-
gion.”

OCEC hosted visitors from
over 90 countries in 2023, con-
firming Oman's visibility on the
regional and international
scenes. The significant rise in
visitor numbers reflects the
growing confidence in the
award-winning venue and Oman
as a preferred destination for
business tourism events.

Oman-Brazil Investment Forum to be held in May

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) has an-
nounced plans for a forum ad-
dressing Oman-Brazil
investments and an exhibition
focusing on Brazilian goods and
services, scheduled to take
place from May 7 to 9 in Mus-
cat.

The announcement was
made during the Omani-Brazilian
Business Forum held recently in
Sao Paulo, Brazil. OCCI, in collab-
oration with the Arab-Brazilian
Chamber of Commerce, organ-
ised the forum with the objective
of boosting trade between Oman
and Brazil and establishing a
common platform for Omani and
Brazilian companies.

Rashid Amer al Maslahi, First
Deputy-Chairman of OCCI, in-
formed that the Sao Paulo forum
aligned with the strategic direc-
tions set by the Board of Direc-
tors of the chamber to expand
economic diversification and en-
hance the business environment

RASHID AMER AL MASLAHI

through engagements with vari-
ous commercial institutions and
Brazilian companies.

He emphasised that the
forum aimed to showcase in-
vestment opportunities in Oman,

which make it attractive to South
American countries, particularly
Brazil.

Maslahi highlighted Oman's
geographical location, position-
ing it as a potential hub for re-ex-
porting Brazilian products to
emerging markets, expressing
hope that Brazil will serve as a
gateway for Omani products and
investments into the South
American continent.

He revealed that Brazilian
companies have been invited to

participate in the Oman-Brazil
Investment Forum and an ac-
companying exhibition.

Maslahi stressed OCCl's
commitment to providing neces-
sary facilities for the success of
the conference, which is antici-
pated to foster new business
partnerships benefiting both
Omani and Brazilian markets.

Dr Abdullah bin Masoud al
Harthi, member of OCCI, stated
that the chamber's objective is to
explore cooperation between the
two countries, facilitating events
that bring together Omani and
Brazilian commercial, industrial
and investment companies.

He noted the willingness of
Brazilian companies to enter the
Omani market and compete for
opportunities in sectors such as
energy, mining, food security,
health and infrastructure.

The Sao Paulo forum included
bilateral meetings between
Brazilian companies and institu-
tions and members of an OCCI
delegation to identify investment
opportunities and facilities pro-
vided to Brazilian companies.




04 | MUSCAT DAILY | MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2024

WATCH
MSX30 4,759.82
RATES

(RO1 equals)

India 215.44
Pakistan 724.70
Bangladesh 285.44
Philippines 144.70
Sri Lanka 799.65

*Rates as on March 10
Source: xe.com

Russian economy
adapted to
sanctions: Putin
The Russian economy has
turned out to be resilient in
spite of all introduced
sanctions and has managed
to adapt to restrictions,
President Vladimir Putin said
at the meeting with
Governor of the Krasnodar
Region Veniamin
Kondratyev.

The head of the region
noted that assignments of
the Russian President and
measures taken by the
national government
made it possible to provide
for resilience of the
economy, including the
regional one.

"The economy showed
adaptability to challenges
and difficulties, and
resilience. And this is very
important," the governor
noted.

Putin agreed with his
assessment.

"This is definitely so,"
Putin said.

Oman breaks ground for $1.3bn
polysilicon production facility

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In line with Oman's industrial
strategy to attract investment in
setting up advanced industries,
the foundation stone will be laid
today for a major polysilicon pro-
duction facility at Sohar Free-
zone, with an investment
exceeding $1.35bn (RO520mn).

The project is being set up by
United Solar Polysilicon (FZC)
SPC, an Omani company, on an
area of 160,000 sgm. It is ex-
pected to be completed during
2025.

The polysilicon plant will pro-
duce high-quality metallurgical
silicon with an annual capacity of
100,000 tonnes. The production
process involves pouring the lig-
uid metallurgical silicon from the
furnace into molds, followed by
cooling through either mold or
continuous casting. After cool-
ing, the metallurgical silicon is
ground and packaged for global
export.

Polysilicon, a high-purity form
of silicon, is a key raw material in
the production of solar photo-
voltaic (PV) panels.

This huge project reflects the
Omani government's keenness
to encourage local investment
and attract foreign investors, as

part of the objectives of Oman
Vision 2040.

The foundation stone laying
ceremony will be held under the
auspices of H E Sultan Salim Said
al Habsi, Minister of Finance.

H EDR SALEH BIN SAID MASAN

Commenting on the project in
a statement, H E Dr Saleh bin
Said Masan, Undersecretary for
Commerce and Industry at the
Ministry of Commerce, Industry,
and Investment Promotion, em-

phasised the paramount impor-
tance of the industrial sectoras a
major driver for achieving com-
prehensive development in
Oman.

H E Masan noted that United

Solar Polysilicon's project is
among the significant invest-
ment projects in Oman and this
project represents the first of its
kind in the Middle East region.

“This project underscores the
significance of the industrial sec-
tor in achieving the envisioned
economic diversification goals
outlined in Oman Vision 2040.
Additionally, it showcases the
sector's prowess in attracting
substantial foreign investments,
fostering business growth, and
creating new industrial opportu-
nities,” H E Masan said.

He added that the project
holds the promise of a more sus-
tainable future for the Sohar Port
and Freezone by increasing han-
dling capacity in the years to
come.

As H E Masan emphasised,
Oman's Industrial Strategy 2040
targets various industries, plac-
ing specific emphasis on knowl-
edge-based sectors reliant on
research & development, and
advanced technology.

The sultanate's strategy aims
to boost the integration of mod-
ern technologies and leverage in-
novation within the framework of
a knowledge-based economy,
establishing industries firmly
rooted in knowledge.

H E Masan highlighted that

this strengthens Oman's position
as a key player in the global tech-
nological and industrial arena.

“This polysilicon project will
enhance the status of the Sohar
Port and Freezone as a global
trade hub. Furthermore, it repre-
sents a significant achievement
in the region's economic growth
and diversification, meeting the
growing demand for metallurgi-
cal silicon in the markets of Asia,
Europe, and North America,” he
said.

The project reflects the sin-
cere desire to continue the ef-
forts initiated by Oman to
encourage local investment, at-
tract foreign investments, lo-
calise their operations, and align
with the goals of the future
Oman Vision 2040.

In January, Shuangliang Eco-
Energy Co, a manufacturer of
solar material processing equip-
ment and a subsidiary of China-
based Shuangliang  Group,
announced that it received an
equipment order from United
Solar Polysilicon (FZC) SPC val-
ued at $58.32mn.

Shuangliang will supply poly-
crystalline silicon reduction fur-
naces, hydrogen production
equipment, and refrigeration
units for the high-purity polysili-
con plant in Sohar.

Clupgrades Oman
ratings to BB+;
outlook stable

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Capital Intelligence (Cl) Ratings
has raised Oman’'s Long-Term
Foreign Currency Rating and
Long-Term Local Currency Rat-
ing to ‘BB+' from ‘BB'.

At the same time, Cl Ratings
also affirmed the sultanate's
Short-Term Foreign Currency
Rating and Short-Term Local
Currency Rating at ‘B". The out-
look for the ratings has been re-
vised to 'stable' from 'positive’,
Cl Ratings said in its rating action
statement.

As per the statement, the up-
grade reflects the continued de-
cline in gross central government
debt and Cl's expectation that
fiscal and external balances will
remain in surplus in 2024-2025,
benefiting from favourable hy-
drocarbon prices and sustained
reform momentum.

Cl noted that the improve-
ment in Oman's public finances
is supported by prudent fiscal
and debt management policies.

'The ratings are also sup-
ported by Oman’'s commitment
to structural reforms as outlined
in Oman Vision 2040, as well as
the relative soundness of the
banking system and Cl's expec-
tation that financial support for
the sovereign would be forth-
coming from other GCC coun-
tries in the event of need,

Cl said.

Oman's government budget
remained strong in 2023, posting
a surplus of 5.2% of GDP, com-
pared to 7.2% in 2022, the
agency noted.

'This was attributable to
favourable hydrocarbon prices,
as well as the continuation of fis-
cal consolidation measures, in-
cluding spending rationalisation
and lower food and energy sub-
sidies,’ Cl said.

It added that central govern-
ment debt declined to 36.8% of
GDP at end-2023, from 42.6%
at end-2022.

Cl expects the sultanate's
government budget surplus to
average 3.1% of GDP during the
forecast period, and central gov-
ernment debt to decline further
to 33.2% of GDP by end-2024,
which is lower than our previous
projection of 35.9%.

'Risks to the fiscal outlook
stem from the possibility of
higher-than-projected  social
spending, as well as from lower
demand for hydrocarbons arising
from a slowdown in the Chinese
economy. These risks are ex-
pected to be partially mitigated
by the implementation of fiscal
reforms in 2024 that aim to im-
prove tax collection and admin-
istration, as well as contain the
wage bill through the forthcom-
ing public employment law,'
Cl said.



MONDAY, MARCH 11,2024 | MUSCAT DAILY | 05

audi Aramco
osts $121bn net
rofit for 2023

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - The
Saudi Arabian Oil Company
(Aramco) on Sunday announced
its full-year 2023 financial re-
sults, reporting a net income of
$121.3bn, its second-highest ever
net income.

The results, underpinned by
Aramco’s unique operational
flexibility, reliability and low-cost
production base, reflect the com-
pany's ongoing commitment to
creating value for its sharehold-
ers.

Aramco paid total dividends
of $97.8bn during 2023, up 30%
from the previous year, accord-
ing to a report published by Emi-
rates News Agency (WAM).

The company's capital invest-
ments in 2023 reached $49.7bn,
including $42.2bn organic capex.
This represents a 28% increase

from capital investments of
$38.8bn in 2022, including
$37.6bn organic capex.

Aramco expects 2024 capital
investments to be approximately
$48bn to $58bn, growing until
around the middle of the decade.
The Saudi government's direc-
tive to maintain Maximum Sus-
tainable Capacity at 12mn barrels
per day is expected to reduce
capital investment by approxi-
mately $40bn between 2024
and 2028.

Total full year performance-
linked dividend to be paid in
2024 is expected to be $43.1bn,
including the $10.8bn in Q1
2024, based on the previously
announced mechanism and sub-

ject to board approval.

Aramco's Q4 2023 net in-
come was in line with analyst
consensus, despite taking certain
non-cash charges of approxi-
mately $1.5bn.

The company has raised its
gas production growth target to
more than 60% by 2030, against
2021 baseline.

Saudi Aramco paid
total dividends of
$97.8bn during
2023, up 30% from
the previous year

Amin H Nasser, Aramco
President and CEO, said, “In
2023 we achieved our second-
highest ever net income. Our re-
silience and agility contributed
to healthy cash flows and high
levels of profitability, despite a
backdrop of economic head-
winds. We also delivered for our
shareholders with a 30% year-
on-year increase in total divi-
dends paid in 2023.”

He said, “Our capital expen-
ditures increased in line with
guidance as we seek to create
and capture additional value
from our operations, positioning
the company for a future in
which we believe oil and gas will
be a key part of the global en-
ergy mix for many decades to
come, alongside new energy so-
|utions.”

China discovers
major oil reserve
in South China Sea

Beijing, China - China's national
oil giant China National Offshore
Oil Corporation (CNOOC) made
an oilfield discovery with a vol-
ume of 100mn tonnes in the
eastern South China Sea, the
company announced on Friday.

The new reserve was found in
the Kaiping South Oilfield, 300
kilometers off the coast of
Guangdong province in the south
of the country.

Through continued explo-
ration, the proved in-place vol-
ume of Kaiping South Oilfield
reached 102mn tonnes of oil
equivalent.

The exploratory well has been
tested to produce an average of
approximately 7,680 barrels of
crude oil and 0.52mn cubic feet
of natural gas per day.

'Kaiping South OQilfield is
China's first deep-water and
deep-play oilfield with proved in-
place volume over a hundred
million tons,’” Xu Changgui,
deputy chief exploration officer
of CNOOC said.

'‘The company remains com-
mitted to oil and gas resources
exploration and development in
the South China Sea, thereby
continuously enhancing its en-
ergy supply capacity,’ Zhou Xin-
huai, CEO and president of the
company, said.

CNOOC aims to produce
700mn to 720mn barrels of oil
equivalent in 2024, with 69%
coming from China and the re-
mainder from overseas opera-
tions.

Anadolu Agency

Foreign firms start restoring Ukraine infrastructure

New York, US - Companies from
Austria, Germany, Denmark and
Turkey started working on
restoration of the Ukrainian in-
frastructure, Bloomberg re-

ported.

According to the news
agency, Turkish companies are
restoring bridges and roads and
are supplying power generators

and mobile medical
Turkish builders completed sev-
enty projects over two years to-
taling about $1bn, Bloomberg

said.

stations. German and Austrian compa-
nies are restoring the Ukrainian
infrastructure and defense sector
plants. Denmark  donated

$130bn to restore the shipyard in

155mm munitions in February.
TASS
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Irerrestmant amd Other Incomas

The Investsnt and othes oo for the year 2003 wid OMR 1.7 millasa id s3ainst OMR 1.3 millan in 2022 Theve wad & isgraficant
increase of 20% in evvestment snd other InComre compated to poior pear as per the below mentoned detsils:

Aol i DMA]

during 2023

Business Environment snd Key Initiatives during the year 2023

Orman Rie's Viion B Beinsuanie Praection beyord Expecestasm” The Comparny sees signifcant pobenmal v schisve it Vision knowing
that the MIKA regicr specifically remains sn attracties, Bigh-growsh masket for reinsurance given its relatieely low levels of inaurance
peretiation, Fuitheimers, rendure in MEMA region are expedied 1o pliy an increaiingly imporlant pa in wgporting Frgiana
PRI S0P diverslfication detves away Tiom of, Genan Be b no esception.

Crot the yeary, O e had made rotable progress by maand of varisu) firategic initisthees, 1o itrengthen it foothald in the Sullanate
and in the wider territorial scops whete it cperates [(Alro-Asian couniries). Funthermors, suppert from & highly respected regulatony
regima, the Capital Markes Authority (CWA) and Curtar Firencial Cenger Regulatorny Authonty IDPCAAY, the wable sconoemi; ervironmasnt
of the Sullanate we sdditional Facean in indtilling mardeet confidence in the Company, snd for the Campany 1o becomas the prafermed
reinsurande pariner i Oman, Qstar and the beosder region

A part ol it kong-feern vinkon b ba o ey player in the Omani snd broacer MEMA mar et Orman Re undermiook the following lury st

comsderina the chamges in the droumstances duning the past 3 yesns which sarted with CONDNS pandemic snd followed with the
deferent Kat-Cad everds, the reirduren became more familias with the volatility of the rebrannce market which belped the reinsuren
i thair ik modeling. For Omas Re, the company stamig the Brancial year with prodien whderasiting sctivity taling the advarntage of
TP G e e i Thl pesoas WA Dt avienils and Ao uisineg o itabie growth in nerm of undersrinirg (et 1o schiees suitsnalils
finarecial stabibty and moderste contentioss growth. In additon 1o that, the company has advantaged from the increase in the soversign
rating of Swltanate of Orman which nesubted in increse in the credit rating of Ciman fe. Tha increass in the credit rating participated in
the preficabiliny of the company by reducing the undermriting expenses

The Comgany was affected by Mat Cak eventi during 300, The major loss from Turkish Earthquake with 2 gross loss of CMA B milkon
el fiet bods of DWIA 3.7 milkon dented the profiabbey in the feo hall of tee year. Hovere, iliang uwlirmmiting perloimancs duiing
second half of the year with a lower attritional koas satho and impact of the premium ate Impeovemens from 3039 andl 72032 helped In
achiwnng o record undenwriting reult of BMR 17 milkon companed 1o OMR 3.3 mdlicn of last year

Undes IFRS 17, vhe concept of Geoss Wiritien Prembam IOWT] b not weed for finandisl seporting purposes. The aliernatess which b prossded
s reiurance revenue, which i clover 1o Geow Eamed Presniym urder IFRS 4, a1 3 key indicator for gauging revenue genaration. The
Com@ary’s Sendurancs fevenue indseased by P 18 reach st OMR 421 millsns comaared s OMA 325 milion of Last yeas. b sddinon
o & strondg undersriting pefieamance even with helghiened Mt Cat activity, the Company aleo did esceptionally well with respect 1o
i ifreritment Rdome reudti, Thi can be seen both in the Fneilaent indcmes i well ii i the mcverent of [ vilue reecm. SEong
financial resubts and improvemen in Tair wabse of che inveinmen porticlio hilped v increasing the totad capital and peserves of the
Compary by 14% to OMR 122 milion a3 2t 31 December 3003 companed to OMA 8.3 million as at 31 Decernber 2022

Denan Re actively contributed towasdy the bidding process of the (WA & CMA initiathre 1o host the largest gathedng of regional
insuners i Muscat, L., the 34th Gerral Beab Insunsnos Federation (GAIF) Condereor. In addition 1o the sucorialul onganizaticn of
the Majod #eent i which Oman e win the iy playes, the comparry was horored 1o be the srategic partess of GAIF 3dth
Conderence, which enabled consolidation of the Coenpary's prevence in the bocal madket ard further strergthened its brand

The Campany conducted thees iy knowledge tharing activities during the year i Teruesnce Optimization Workshep” for
debeganes of engha kocal insurance companies i Dutae from 510 7 Maich in Doha; (&) Feinsurance” ening courie via virtual mode
for ower BO repretentatives of parners and clients freen MENA, Asla, Alrica and European markets from 12 10 18 Jurss; and (31 "Fisk
Engirssering ard Progserty Indurance Pricing Workshop” for 10 repeeientatives of 10 ksl inaurance companies, the Capitall Markst
Authonny brd e Mirsitny of Finande Iraf 5 10 T November in Muscal.

Conpadering the incresved frequency of natural catasirophe events in Oman in the recens years, Gran fe instlated - 2 national
dalogue with the regulatcs and Oman Insurance Ausacistion in view of milsgation and maragement ol natural cabsitopba
aiffecting the Sultanate since 2018, In November 2021, following Cpcons Shaheen, Omam Re conducted in coondination with the
Capital Market Sathority, 8 workahop on this subject imvolving the Omani Insrance Anocistion snd ol decision makery of the
local inpurmnce dompanies, M participants conconded on the imparanss of the satablishment of & Mat Cat Pool for Orani market
A Steening Commities wath repererentatesss from s local comparess and chasred by Oman Be was fomred and b sctesely working
on the varioun technical spect of the reinsurance pocl formation, Dman Re way elected by the visering commities a1 the Nag Cat
Pool Mansger, which will positively resvdercs cur 80U 4 the reinsurancs leader in Oman and boost our brand imags regerally
The steesring commities completed their ssseent of the Motor Mat CAT pood secticen srd shased their progsoe | with the Capial
Market Aathonsy lor barmal spproval and receissry insursncs lew smendments, Wish reqandi 1o the Nan Marine Mat Caf pocl, the
SLEETNG COMmLeS |5 in & final $Leges 10 suberet heir recomimend stions Tepom fod te CMA The deplovwnent of the Cvwani Mat Cal
Pood ks expecied during 1124 snd that b a dechbon 1 be taken by the CHA

Rarakoalul Winsdore:: Post the ssunce of CMA decinion Mo ESS002, the company hinalized all kegel procedunes oo ol Retsiail
wirdow Laoerva. CMA is sxpected 10 appiovwe the company's application bo issus Retakaful window losnds by ©1 of 2024 The
Retakhl window will increase the product range of the Company and Comgany will be ablle bo cater (o its dhanish complint diens
with Fioee capacity.

Dl opaent of Ownani Talent

& ke srabegic inkiative for Oman Re i continecen bsining snd devrloprrent of it hurran sset, expecially te Omani cadne, In thi
regard Oman Re conducted the foliowing

The Company estended geeat smgphasis ks people dewsiopement actritier, wheneby ol 1138 members colles trely undes ook
et BO0 couriad via thivs online kasring plationsns, fuimsshy (1) Oman Re Learrdng Hub fos Bailness slolls courd ad well s health
and salety course; (5 KnowBed platfom for infermation seousity courses: and (i) Thonrson Reuters plaferm for the mandaony
COMMDRANCE COUNse.

Vi e “Peolesuonal Certifcatons |ncentee Schesne” a1 Oenan Re, 15 sl rembers soe enrolled for various global gualficatons
feom UK-based stittions. sich a4 the Chartered brsurance Instibate 1C10; the Assockstion of Chamered Catified Accowmants
LRDCAL the Intemational Compliance Adsociation [ICAL the Charfered Indtute of Persannel and Dewslopaent [CIPDE and from
ehee Insurance Insooute of Amserics | The Instioses), USA.

[haring year 2025, the Company’s heads of departrent from all diviions participated in the Strategic srd Businew Planning
Werkikep. Wheread all nall memben participated the Team Building Activity. Addsionally, vafioud (0N memberd Irom the
Operations, Support snd Control divishons sctively partcipeted in thelr respeciive dosnain specific rening courses duning the year

Ovran R, wrvder the umbnells of Deman Insurance Aisociation (D04, ahs collaborsted with the Foundation for IFiurancs and Finases
Education [FIFE) 10 corsduct twe groups (Englih & Arabe respectively] of "Certificate i brautaroe (Dert QI peodeiabonal deskynataon
qrealification from the Chartered |nsursnce Inatitete, LK for inayrance penonnel wighin the Omand markest during, which commenced
in Bt 2023 sl dapietid pa corchude by sasky 024

Re™ oo "thee Company”) alondg with the sudied Ananclal stnsments for the year ended 315t Decesnber J023 T Mo Description 2033 P23
Dredads shout bash of preparation of financial staterments can be found i the notes fo the sudited Bnancial
itabtemaenti [Mﬂ.‘di
1. Interest on bonds and bank deposits 1676382 1,181,937
¥ Th Finascial highlights for the year 2023 are summarised below F Dividend income 57,500 115,490
3 Reahsed (loss]igain on sale of mwestments ot fair value t
1 Devernbeer 701 31 Dnecernber 2003 OliR hrough sther comprehensive incoms (12631} @351
- o L 4. Unsrealised fair value gains on insestments at fair value
Felmsurance reveniue 42,100,184 32,544,941 theough profit or boss 3.300 9,600
Reinsurance service results 3,381,614 639,327 5. (Loss)igain on sale of fixture, fumnsture and equipment (34) 708
Mot relnsurance resulis 2743530 2277 05R B, cu;g.;d’- EEPENSES |B5.592) (14,484)
Irvestment and ather incomse, net 4,713,361 LISHATO 7. Miscellameous inoome 196 28160
General and administrative expenses (1,6 F6514) 11,613,804 B Reversal/(provision) for impasrment on assets held
Foreign exchange losses, net [Tied L) (561, 556) amortized cost and FY through 00 58,430 (72.401)
Met profit aftes tax for the year 3 555,695 2,121526 9 Unrealised fair value gains om invesiment property 15408 :
Total 2,713,361 1,158,470
Durireg 2031, thare wai & table ihift in the pricing due 1o the majer cat eventi which cocured durieeg the hhascial year 3002, Howewet Share Capital

I e withs recpeirerrsbnbi e the Capital Market Authanty ICMA) For Roanieed, Oman Re'i paid up capital st 311 December 1023
abcad o OMNR 116 s (approcimately USD 84.T milion), thui haifilbng one of the iy leending [ regulitery requinsfmesti.

Rainsurance License
Dhurirag 2019, the Compary successTully rerewed s RBelnsurance Licenas Prom CWMA Tor & perod of e years up to 15th Rarme 27024,
Irtwrnal Assdit

Internal Audit Depariment {IAD] promotes actkon on sudi sdvece aned reinforces stafl scooantablity and commbtment bo resulis. Its
wltimate win o enkance Dman e ik mansgement snd contssl syibem, In 3031, LD iully éxecubed the fik-bated insernal sudit
plan for 2033, wihech vaaa approved by the Audin Comimim ee.

Rk and Actuarial

A part of it rerein durieeg 1023, the Risk and Actuasial Department [RAD) has boen working om embedding the Enterprae Risk
Planagermaent {0 framework throwghout the Compary, sapporied by o comprehensive Risk Mansgement Policy, It slc moniton
adhurericn B the ik sppetite et by U Board by e of Top Risks report and Rik Toberance Control reparts, with the rriult of
developing & fikc-based deciskon-mabing process thiougkean the Company.

Future Mlar

Barerd oy our Wision, "Renaurance Protection Beyond Expectamsena’, we 5m o posmon Oman B a3 o reirmaser renowred for prosading
innovatve snd respondive iolutiond. Orman Be comgslied with beif corporate govemance practices. Thiough our commitmend to the
inSLFaRCE Snd PERSLRERCE indusee, w will contiu 1o Buld oo reputation &S & financally sireng reinsuner with Rgbly scceplable
quality of weourity.

To schieve our wiakon, Oman Rz will:

v Beguided by clear s scurd underwiting prie pbes and quidelnes that Lry esmghasis on guality rather than volume in vine
of sustabned snd profitable growth to the satisTection of s shareholders.

v Becommitted B il vakeeof lntegrity, Dynamic Culluse snd Tranipanendy within the woekplaos and in dealings with chent i
. Seek lorg-lasting ard mutually beneficial partrersdhips with chents,
. Durswlop and retain a bghly mothoated predeibonal teas
Recogeine s reward strong performance; inclividuals will be appraised for thelr contribation fo the Compay and rewanded
appropristely
. Ervled ared establish systems and proceduses so the Company can marage raks and encowrage creativity.

v Complywith Comparate Govermancs prncplel 1o ensurs tranipasercy and 18 pratedt the iftereits of the thirebalden ind the
repartation of the Compary.

v Imerder fo obtsin s sound finsecial esting, the Compary will maintsin rivk-acjusted capitalication ot brers vaffcient to sbsods
e geoerth and follow & disciplined undenwriting sppeosch.

Churing the year J02 8, we continued withi our §-year business. planning cycle tidled “SHAPMNG THE FUTUIRE OF OMAN BE " which v
atarted in D002 Oas R feduied on the kellowing dirategic obgectivel during 2023

al  Tomanasge the rating exercae with Fitch Ratings, with the sim of improving the osrent rating
Bl Mk the compasy attred e lor exiiting and potential shaisholders by capital reabructuring.
el Weerk on setting wp snd promocticeg the Retakaful windcw

) Enkance IT inlrasrruceune po autemals speritise 5% ala be nprove dats snibyis capabileied

el Foow on oore markets and Lsunch new prodhscts

Atthe end of 2025, the BOD divcuseed the wpd stet on the butiress plan and spproved 2024- 2006 busiress plan and budiget

Denan Re Propety

The Company had abtained most of the necevuny regulitory permibi with regpect 1o the approval of dedign and coanvinaction of the
propedty. Due ot overall sconomic challengis of praperty market im Oman, the Board of Directors has defersed the propsct uetil
there is improsennent in the cverall economic snd property market.

Achrowledgements and Appreciation

iy behalf of the Board of Directory, the [xecutive Marugement and the 5taff Membery, we sre honoured o express our tnoene
gratitude to Hin Majeity Soltan Haitham bis Task Al Said o hin viionary leaderibip asd we pray 1o the Alrsighty Gad 1o grant bim

every strength to continue 5o beed the Subtanase on the pach of ustainable devebopment. My slmighty God save Osan, ies lesdar
mncl cilfinera

The Directon of Oman Re wish to scknowiedge the salmable gusdance and assntanoe recsived from the Capstal Market Aathority,
Minhiry of Commerce, Irduniry and Investmend Promotion, Qatar Financial Center Pegulatony Aushority and the suppart received
Freern cliaritd ared busineii partheci We look forwand 1o meosivineg theer continued fuppart Bnd encourgemant.

The: Direciors also wish to extend their thanks snd sppreciation and express their gratitude for the continuing commitrrent and
diedication of ity dhareholden, the Executive Managerment and employess ot all leveh. The Direcion see thankful 1o the evteermed
shaweholders for thir support ared the confidencs placed in the Company and the Boand

Dv. Jurma Bim &l &l Juma
Chairmun of the Bousrd

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LO55 AND
OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

A5 AT 31 DECEMBER 2023

an ‘n m ‘m e 1]

Nikolayev. Germany's Rhein-
metall AG announced plans to
create a plant for production of

Rearpurance Service [xpenas

Reirauranoe conas! kabiies T
The rewisuiande sefvele eapermie @ IFRS 17 & comgiied of chise cormgeesents Le. ivOumed Claims Snd othes s sie service sapendes, —— = TN

smorticstion of inaursnce scquisition caabfiows snd sdjustrment for lisbiligies for incumed daina. The detals. sre giver below

Furthesmnare, In collaboration with the Capital Market Suthority ICRA] and the Mindstry of Labour (850} in Oman, Oman Re ha b""';‘:;; % ""‘m"g b"’"'!":]'; w
curated an webitious Graduat e Deerdoprovnt Froge am in nsurance iGOP, whasrdsy te high calibire Crmani youth wil ke serolied
Inbos the prosgeraen with cone objpectivee being 1o create highly skilled and competent insurance and rensurance profesionabiinonder | pocpe
b promede sdvancerment within the operstions snd senvices of the menence mdustry in the Sultanate of Dman. The selected A —_— ALVOOIBA DESELMT
candidates will ks hosted by Orsan Re for one year parsed, whenely they are scheduled to underake the Conificate in Iiurancs | Cach and canh sguissbmis LTET 8T LFEITT  SASA%4E - :
iCert £ prolemional guabfication in parinerhip with the Foussdation for insursnce and Finance Education [FIFE) abong with on-
* . 2 Rerunne expen VTR LA )
the-jolb leaming within the Oman Fe's Cipecation Division Undermriting, Claims. and Technical Accounts] under the meronhip | Bank depesics TLNGASIE  IRISOISS  FLASLOGE R Tp—— g -
of the Company™s desgnated subgect matter sxpens. Upon successlul completion of the GOM program, local invuanos companis
lincluding Oman R} hawe committed to recuit all cardedates irao rebevant technical positions. The oneyesr propect s expected  nvument ot lak vakes P mpanss from remorstien NAMATN IR 50
b0 b emecwind from mid- 3024 to mid-1025 subject to neceaany approvak from relevent stakeboliders,
themagh prot oo boss 195,406 GISFF  SIGAIE Renssmnos senvios neut LN SR
Corporate Socdal Respanaibility (CSR) Irrartrrersty ol (ak vabor Dhrough otter Perusrsnos Branos sxponas | (ncome) for remunnse
Orman Re is fully coemeitied 10 be & responsible business by contributinsg back to the socsety i which it operates. During 2073, Cenan PR, — mwanim JIOLTG  {GTRLE4T OO hausd (1681801  ZATLISY
R contribagted the lollowing bo different charitable causex o
Renoumnce modrsctassets  ZILSZSO0  IATRRST  1AssaMn | Peiroorision S inonme (e for remoesion
SNO PARTICULARS AMOUNT . rapaigr T held BEIASE  (TTSAM
1 Tanaden food deve 7500 P (e ey PR ISR I2ET6 W] IR
] &nan{hmubkﬂrgmu-uim 11,500 Arusss s e — . P i Al 2 TELSHD LITT
3 Alkhuwair Medical Center 200 Ivamirnens und oihe o net LTINEE  RiaTe
4 Abu Hamza Al Shan Masque 500 Coborind s iiert L o408
TOTAL 15,000 - - i ppg gy | Pt e anclstmend reach SASEEM  ASKEN
The Compary will xtend itt C5R sethitied shusing 2004 in reapect of Rt geveral il will sloa suppon the underprnileged memben. | L1000 T ool i) pclevininlr s B perie N4TIHD  (LE1LEMR
off sochety. The Company is plasring to spend 088 20,000 with respect to CSR sctivities in 2024,
Forign ascharge oy, ret [ 2 F ] 6 Sy
Irspragbde s L] 1M 16L9TE
Firarg sl Perfoimance 12480, 518 (2 ITE.aM)
s hrrstre and etupao  6RATS L5408 137543
R snle Revenue e o
Priofe bbors noome Las 1098373 RN TTY
Ifs the year J00E, the tatil ferviurais ieasnue wad OMR 42,1 milan cosrganed 16 DL 115 milbon i D000, b6 dmade of 20 pear on TOTAL ASSETS VIATILITS BOBLIEG 157 1ALTEQIIT
year. Treaty increated by 37% 1o seach OMR T1F mdbon companed 1w OMA 155 millkon in 2000, Facultatve increaced by 23% to reach [Fer—p— (RERETE] (134908
MR 300 millkon companed to CAB 1 7.0 million in 2021 LIABILITIES.
Retroceviion contract Lablites 1A3B34T 17800688  1ATHRAR0 Mot Profitior da e LEEEARE 200N

CIHRAT]  FRSIT AL

Piaves that will vt o kst 10 [l e it

Cipwen i Rabdny FLERY oLEry TALEST
Voniritrvera 21 La s ph ST S
AT I
0 rrts i CARY Corborrond Las batebty et oo abhasbon gair ¢ ikowe] o rgusty swebrmer ot G sl teough
Sr. Mo, Description 2021 20232 Cithar payabsbs &4,673 T, 188 14170 cibew comprehernie income AR08 ERRHIE
[Restated) .
1. Incurred claime and other insurance senvice expenses 18,845 558 A0, 119 TORL LIS sl ne BRI NS | Cofmect ichamed / i A —
2 Amaortization of nsurance acquisition cash flows 10,574,127 B A4 045 T theough ochar mmprehenles s H3am TIha3
i Ad!us'lmm*;mlwfcnhll-es for incurred claims 764,355 9690091 S P S — R
Reinsurance service sxpenss &5 884150 235735 355
Ll raibrvn FEEE52 &91,083 LTRTI b 2 Lak e SO o DomesFes 0T
Garerral ard Adiminiitrative Expeenes Wauatsn gem (v on debd enbrumenits ol fo vshss theogh othes
Irarusren lar wibsr mearwe (2. B01] [{®s FFAL O,
IFES 17 reqpaires the experaes perianing to scquisition snd mantenance of renaurance baniness to be sllocsted to underwriting results LOBLFIA  (L.A8174E
[t soiestastsmcs sitults] Expaiod which ire raot allocatied s howe srparately. Dur geesral snd sdminiismthve sspentstincramindly - pa— i iRy ol - .
A% dharing 2023 compared 1o 2022 inlive with general inflation tends. PEICY LR Y 5 Sl
Dhpbrrnad bacs ichargge] ¢ crclt o ashartion of deit inimnameni o dar ke
Ao et oy FRIMROTT)  (RMSASH)  R014E
AT i OMA] thiregh crher comprehen e bncnere (LR 930
BORNTY L] MAME]  FR07EA
5 Mo, Deseri 2023 022 e Eanmmi ... Turtasl autbid £ ety e aive | (b i 1314345  (LTELEM
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MoE concludes Drone Technology Event

The Ministry of Education
(MokE), represented by the Di-
rectorate-General of Curriculum
Development - Department of
Educational Technologies, on
Thursday concluded the ‘Drones
Technology Event’, as part of the
activities of the National Science
Week, in the presence of more
than 100 participants at the
Maani Hotel Muscat.

The two-day event - held in

cooperation with the Ibn Firnas
Drone Center - included presen-
tations and practical workshops
on multiple topics of drone tech-
nology. The programme focused
on the integration of drone tech-
nology with school curricula, en-
couraging  innovation, and
providing opportunities for train-
ing and practical application for
specialists in partnership with
relevant institutions and bodies,

in addition to ensuring safety and
compliance with the laws and
legislation regulating drone ac-
tivity in the Sultanate of Oman.
The second day of the event
included a discussion session
under the patronage of Suleiman
bin Saif al Kindi, advisor to the
Minister of Education for Infor-
mation Technology. The session
was chaired by Dr Shaima al
Amri, lecturer in Cybersecurity at

the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences, and hosted Dr
Sanaa al Sinani, Assistant Direc-
tor-General of Curriculum Devel-
opment, Dr Ahmed al Mashari,
head of the Electricity and Com-
puter Department at the College
of Engineering at Sultan Qaboos
University, engineer Mubarak bin
Ahmed al Farsi, Chief Airworthi-
ness Supervisor at the Civil Avi-
ation Authority, and engineer

Riyad Ashour, representative of
the Ibn Firnas Center.

The discussion session aimed
to reach the best methods for
adopting drone technology in the
educational system, and to come
up with practical recommenda-
tions for how students can es-
tablish it and prepare them for
the future when they join higher
education or when they engage
in the labour market and en-

trepreneurship.

In addition, the session aimed
to contribute in identifying the
basic requirements and capabil-
ities through which the adoption
of drone technology can be de-
veloped and facilitated in various
sectors, including education.

After that, the Ibn Firnas Cen-
ter carried out a workshop on
programming drones using Block
and Python, including practical

training. This was followed by a
training workshop on the capa-
bilities of drones in the techno-
logical and technical fields, in
which the types of drones with
advanced capabilities were pre-
sented, which is used in many
scientific, practical, and military
fields, in addition to presenting
the most prominent examples
and results carried out by the
company.

Tarig Barwani returns to lead
Knowledge Oman from April

Tarig al Barwani, who founded
Knowledge Oman in 2008 will
return to lead the community-
knowledge sharing platform with
a new mission starting in April.

The announcement comes as
part of Knowledge Oman's
preparation to celebrate
16th year anniversary.

Barwani, who served the plat-
form from the inception in 2008
as its president until 2018, was
succeeded by different local and
expat member of society whom
were appointed every two years
consecutively to lead the plat-
form as part of Knowledge
Oman's strategy to support
community leadership develop-
ment.

“Our mission initially was to
connect the community with
Knowledge. Over the past 15
years, we managed successfully
through a pool of 700 volunteers
to initiate 74 projects along with

35 partners that attracted thou-
sands of attendees from over 45
impacted institutions. Our next
mission is to primarily focus on
empowering the youth with the
necessary skills required to de-
velop our economy” said Bar-
wani, Knowledge Oman
Founder.

Over the past 25 years, Bar-
wani has delivered over 100 mo-
tivational keynote sessions to
reputed organizations, received
29 local and international awards

for projects undertaken, served
as an academic board of trustee
of Muscat College, and contin-
ues to invest time for supporting
youth development.

Currently, Barwani is serving
as an ICT advisor to Nortal and as
amember of the board director of
Muscat Finance. He also provides
media and technology consul-
tancy services for organisations.

Knowledge Oman received
multiple awards since its incep-
tion in 2008 that includes the
‘Best Community Leadership' in
2022, International Standard
Web Technology Award 2009,
Brand Leadership Award in 2010,
Outstanding contribution to the
cause of education in 2012 and
the Golden Strategic Award for
Culture in 2013. Knowledge
Oman will be announcing new
direction and projects as part of
its 16 years anniversary celebra-
tion in April.

Netherlands embassy launches
Design Sustainability Challenge

The Embassy of the Netherlands
in Oman hosted a vibrant event
in celebration of International
Women's Day (March 8) hosted
by H E Stella Kloth, the ambas-
sador of the Netherlands.

The event brought together
women from diverse back-
grounds and working fields to

commemorate the achieve-
ments of women. It featured net-
working opportunities aimed at
creating discussion and dialogue
focusing on the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

In line with the theme of sus-
tainability and environmental
awareness, the embassy also

launched a project proposal chal-
lenge for women in the field of
energy, design, and climate
change. Through the competi-
tion, the embassy seeks to in-
spire a new generation of
entrepreneurs and innovators,
providing a platform for their
ideas to flourish and contribute

to local and international mar-
kets.

The proposals will be as-
sessed by a professional panel of
judges. The winning pilot project
will get the opportunity to be
showcased in the Netherlands
during a visitor's program sup-
ported by the embassy.

General Automotive announces endless Ramadan offers for Mitsubishi

General Automotive Company
(GACQ), the authorised distribu-
tor for Mitsubishi Motors in
Oman, has announced a whole
host of exciting offers for car
buyers this Ramadan.

The Japanese brand is one of
the country's oldest, most trusted
names among car enthusiasts,
and is widely recognised for their
vehicles' reliability, performance,
safety, and long-term value.

“We understand customers
are waiting eagerly for the op-
portunity, and | can assure them
there's never been a better time
to own a Mitsubishi,” said GAC
general manager Manoj Ranade.

The Ramadan offer includes
zero percent interest rate on ve-
hicle finance for up to two years
on all models except Attrage,
Eclipse Cross, and Xpander,
cashback up to RO4,808, free
service up to 50,000km or five
years, free insurance on all mod-
els except Xpander, free registra-
tion on all models, six years
unlimited mileage warranty, plus
roadside assistance on all mod-

els. That's not all; there's even a
special gift for all buyers under
this special promotion.

The current offers are valid
across the entire range of models
and variants, from Attrage - the
fuel-efficient salon; Eclipse Cross
- the turbo-charged coupe SUV;
ASX - the practical compact
SUV; New Outlander - the au-
thentic and majestic SUV;
Xpander and Xpander Cross -
the spacious seater-seater MPV;
to Montero Sport - the adven-
ture-seeking SUV with the leg-
endary Pajero DNA, and L200 -
the range of ‘engineered tough’
pickups.

‘No matter what you're look-
ing for in a new vehicle, superior
performance, outstanding com-
fort, or proven toughness, you
will find it in a Mitsubishi. In ad-
dition, this Ramadan, you can
look forward to unbeatable value
as well," the company stated.

“This really is the right time to
make an auspicious start to an
endless journey with Mitsubishi,”
concluded Ranade.
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Lexus Oman offering opportunity

to buy with exclusive benefits

Lexus Oman is offering cus-
tomers an opportunity toown a
Lexus and get exclusive bene-
fits. Services up to ten years or
100,000km (whichever is ear-
lier), one year free registration
and a chance to win one from 9
iPhone 15 phones.

The Lexus range in Oman in-
cludes the LX, RX, NX, UX, LC,
LS, ES and IS. The models are
also available in hybrid electric
vehicle options and F Sport op-
tions too.

The luxurious and impressive
Lexus LX is an icon of luxury
and capability. The LX makes
any drive rewarding with its
choice of two powertrain op-
tions. The V6 twin-turbo 3.5-
litre petrol engine achieves
class-leading performance that
surpasses that of a conven-
tional V8, producing 409hp and
up to 66.28kg.m torque.

Meanwhile, the V6 twin-
turbo engine 3.3-litre diesel
variant is capable of 302hp and
up to 71.38kg.m torque. Both
versions are mated to a 10-
speed automatic transmission.

The pioneering Lexus RX
with its sleek style and dynamic
performance is a popular choice
in the Lexus range. The RX is
equipped with inline 4-cylinder,
2.4-litre turbocharged engine
that produces 275hp and
430nm of torque is pairedtoa
new 8-speed Direct-Shift auto-
matic transmission (8AT).

Meanwhile, the hybrid-elec-
tric system combines a 2.5-litre

petrol engine and electric motor
to produce a total of 247hp,
which is paired to an electroni-
cally-controlled continuously
variable transmission (E-CVT)
to provide a fuel consumption
value of 20.7km per litre.

A hybrid-electric system
pairing a 2.4-litre turbocharged
engine with an electric motor is
also available, which provides a

combined power of 366hp
mated to a 6-speed automatic
transmission.

The Lexus NX is a great
choice for those looking for en-
hanced city driving experiences.
The NX is equipped with two
powertrain options.

A newly developed inline
4-cylinder, 2.4L turbocharged
engine that produces 275hp

AVOD’s products garner
remarkable response
at Gulfood 2024

Areej Vegetable Oils and
Derivatives (AVOD), es-
teemed as Oman's foremost
brand, was met with ardent
acclaim from attendees and
trade partners at Gulfood
2024, a prominent annual
gathering in the food service,
hospitality, and retail held in
Dubai.

The 28th Gulfood Show
2024 , the world's largest
food, beverage, and hospitality
exhibition, spanned five days
of business from February 19
to 23, hosted at the iconic
Dubai World Trade Centre, a
pivotal location for global
trade. Bringing together
traders, retailers, food suppli-
ers, distributors, wholesalers,
chefs, Industry experts and
foodservice professionals
from all over the world.

Initially established as a bi-
ennial event in 1987, Gulfood
has expanded to become an
annual showcase with over a
record 5,500 exhibitors from
190 countries presenting raw
materials and ingredients.
With its eight sectors including
Cooking Qils, dairy, grains,
pulses, beverages, food deriva-
tives and world food, Gulfood
serves as a platform, highlight-
ing emerging tastes, trends,
and innovations and has been
shaping the future of the global
food and beverage industry.

Counted among one of the
leading manufacturing com-
panies in Oman, AVOD has
garnered substantial market
share both domestically and
internationally, with exports
constituting over 75% of its
total business. Renowned for
its modern, hygienic plant and
a stellar line-up of high-quality
trans fat free cooking oils, non-

hydrogenated ghee, mar-
garine, speciality fats, mayon-
naise, and butter products,
AVOD continues to set indus-
try benchmarks with its stead-
fast commitment to quality
and integrity.

AVOD - as part of its trans-
formative growth strategy -
has been a part of Gulfood for
over a decade and has contin-
ued to extend its portfolio and
introduce new and innovative
product offerings with each
passing year. As is true of each
product from the AVOD port-
folio, they all come loaded with
natural goodness, and health

that is underpinned by the her-
itage brand's cornerstone ‘Eat
Right, Live Well' philosophy.

Salem bin Nasser al Bort-
many, CEO of AVOD, ex-
pressed gratitude for the
support and recognition his
group received. “We are exhil-
arated and honoured by the
positive response from visitors
and partners alike. Gulfood, a
cornerstone event in the in-
dustry calendar, provided
AVOD with an ideal platform
to showcase our premium
range of products, engage
with industry professionals
and stakeholders from across
the globe.”

Matt Liddy

Matt Liddy
Sohar
Aluminium’s
new business
development
executive

Sohar Aluminium announced
the appointment of Matt Liddy
as its business development
and strategy executive.

Matt is a professional with
more than 30 years of experi-
ence in Business Development,
Smelters Projects Development,
Systems Improvement & Sup-
port, Carbon Operations, Indus-
trial Minerals and brings ample
experience in research and de-
velopment, strategies and
frameworks development, ne-
gotiation, and project studies.

Prior to joining Sohar Alu-
minium, he was a Board Mem-
ber of Sohar Aluminium and
worked as Vice President Busi-
ness Development in Rio Tinto
Aluminium in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia and Brisbane, Aus-
tralia. Before that, he has
worked as a General Manager
Smelter Project Development in
Australia, Malaysia, and the
UAE.

Matt has a Bachelor of Engi-
neering, Chemical, from the
University of Queensland, Aus-
tralia and holds other profes-
sional certificates from
Georgetown University and
Australian Institute of Company
Directors.

and 430nm of torque and is
mated to a new 8-speed Direct-
Shift automatic transmission
(8AT).

Meanwhile, the new hybrid-
electric system combines two
power sources consisting of a
2.5-litre petrol engine and two
electric  motors producing
240hp. The hybrid-electric sys-
tem is also mated to a Direct
Shift Continuously Variable
Transmission (CVT).

The compact, powerful and
luxury UX reflects the ‘Yet Phi-
losophy’, in many ways, but es-
pecially in terms of design,
performance and utility. The
front wheel drive Lexus UX is
powered by a high-efficiency
2.0 litre, four-cylinder engine,
which is coupled with a Direct
Shift Continuously Variable
Transmission (DCVT).

The LC500 is a world-class
luxury coupe crafted for a new
era of uncompromising perfor-
mance and design. Powered by
a high-performance 5.0L, V8
engine that is paired to a 10-
speed automatic transmission

the LC500 exhibiting decades
of Takumi craftsmanship and a
tradition of relentless engineer-
ing and refinement.

It is equipped with a number
of world's first and Lexus-first
features and technologies
thoughtfully included to make
every experience in the LC500,
amazing.

The flagship Lexus LS is an
inspiring luxury sedan which is
available in 3.5-litre V6 Multi
Stage Hybrid System producing
354hp, a 3.5-litre V6 naturally
aspirated Atkinson-cycle pro-
ducing 311thp and 38.7kg.m
Torque, and a 3.5-litre twin-
turbo V6 engine producing
415hp and 61.2kg.m of Torque.

The stylish, classy and
popular Lexus ES is available
with two powertrain options.
ES350 is powered by a 3.5 litre,
24 valve, V6 engine that pro-
duces 298hp and 36.3kg.m of
torque. While the ES250 is
powered by high efficiency 2.5
litre, 16-valve DOHC engine
that produces 204hp and
24.8kg.m of torque.

L "' >

b el sl iy
o v e P LT

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED STAT

POSITION AS AT 31 DEC

NATIONAL MINERAL WATER COMPANY (SAOG)

Post Box No. 2740, Ruwi, Postal Code: 112, Sultanate of Oman, Tel: +968 24628900, Fax: 4968 24628990
Email: contact@tanufwater.com, Web: www.nmwc.om

MENT OF FINANCIAL
MBER 2021

Dear Sharcholders,

O behalf of the Board of Directors, the Company hereby
reports the audited fnancial results for the year ended 315t
December 2023,

Review of Operations:

The consolidated financial statements include the results and
the financial position of the Parent Company, National
Mineral Water Company SAOU, and its Subsidiary, National
stribution and Development Company LLC (formerly
known as Valuedeal Trading LLC), for the vear ended 31 Dec
2023 (wogether referred to as the Group).

Sales amnd Operational Performance:

[he Parent Company s sales revenue for the vear ended 315t
December 2023 is RO 6,014,611 compared to

RO 7,300,687 in the previous year. As a resull of the drop i
revenue, the Parent Company”s net loss for the year ended 3 st

December 2023 was RO (286,057) compared to a profit of

ROy 93,441 in the previous year.

The sales revenue of the Group for the vear ended
3t December 2023 15 RO 6,014,611 compared 1o

RO 7,317,068 in the previous year. The Group's net loss for
the vear ended 3 15t December 2023 is RO (286,279) and this
was a net profit of RO 95,357 in the previous vear,

Subsidiary Company:

National Distribution and Development Company LLC
(NDDC), formerly known as Valuedeal Trading LLC, trades
n plastic.

Future Outlook

Faced with continuing severe pricing competitive challenges
in the market, Management focuses on performance
improvement strategies to maimtain competitivencess and
profitability over the year through efficiency improvement,
productivity enhancement, wvalue differentiation and
diversifying the Company’s product portfolio with new

introduced categories.

Internal Control Svstem

The board continues to review the effectiveness of the existing
internal control systems and considers the controls 1o be
adequate for the size and nature of the business operations,

Corporate Governance Code
The company has complied with CMA directives on the
Corporate Governance Code.

Acknowledgment

On behalf of the Board of Directors, 1 wish to thank our
patrons, customers, bankers and sharcholders for all the
support they have extended to us during this vear. | also take
the opportunity to thank the management for their continued

efforts in growing the Company. On behalf of the Board of

rectors, | would Like to express our sincere gratitude to His
Majesty Sultan Hartham bin Tang and his Govemment for the
support extended to the private sector.

Khalid bin Hamad bin Hamoud Al Busaidi
Chairman
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21 The corssplete scoomnts have boen uploaded o8 Wichaie off M5M
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addiess i the compasy's register o Ca, (MDSHO) may apprasch the
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by Maintainod by Muscat Dopository Socusities Regintration
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Netanyahu's approach to Gaza conflict

hurting Israel more than helping, says Biden

Ankara, Turkiye - US President
Joe Biden has said Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
approach to the Gaza conflict
may harm the country’'s image
as ‘he is hurting Israel more
than helping’, calling for an im-
mediate ceasefire and warning.

In an exclusive interview with
MSNBC's Jonathan Capehart
on Saturday, Biden said,
"What's happening is Ne-
tanyahu has a right to defend Is-
rael, a right to continue to
pursue Hamas, but he must, he
must, he must pay more atten-
tion to the innocent lives being
lost as a consequence of the ac-
tions taken.”

Biden believes Netanyahu's
approach may harm lIsrael's
image, saying, “In my view, he is
hurting Israel more than helping
Israel by making the rest of the
world - it is contrary to what Is-
rael stands for.”

Emphasising his desire for a
ceasefire, proposing a major ex-
change of prisoners for a six-
week period to coincide with
Ramadan, he said, “I want to
see a ceasefire, and | am start-

ing with a major exchange of
prisoners for a six-week period.
We are going into Ramadan. It

should be nothing happening
and we are going to build off
that ceasefire.”

Red line
When questioned about poten-
tial red lines Israel could cross,

Biden reiterated the significance
of defending Israel while under-
scoring limits to actions that re-

sult in significant civilian casual-
ties. “Thereis ared line, but | am
never going to leave Israel. The
defence of Israel is still critical.
Sothereis nored line | am going
to cut off all weapons so they do
not have the Iron Dome to pro-
tect them,” he said, referring to
Israel's missile defence system.

"“But there are red lines if he
crosses them - you cannot have
30,000 more Palestinians
dead,” Biden added.

Biden also expressed his will-
ingness to address the Knesset
in Israel but preferred not to
delve into specific details re-
garding the invitation.

Israel has waged a deadly

military offensive on the Gaza
Strip since an October 7 cross-
border attack led by Hamas, in
which less than 1,200 people
were killed. At least 30,960
Palestinians, mostly women
and children, have since been
killed in Gaza, and 72,524 in-
jured amid mass destruction
and shortages of necessities.

Israel has also imposed a
crippling blockade on Gaza,
leaving its population, particu-
larly residents in the north, on
the verge of starvation.

The Israeli war has pushed
85% of Gaza's population into
internal displacement amid
acute shortages of food, clean
water, and medicine, while
60% of the enclave's infrastruc-
ture has been damaged or de-
stroyed, according to the UN.

Israel is accused of genocide
at the International Court of
Justice. Aninterim ruling in Jan-
uary ordered Tel Aviv to stop
genocidal acts and take mea-
sures to guarantee that human-
itarian assistance is provided to
civilians in Gaza.

Anadolu Agency

US dispatches ship to
Mediterranean to build
temporary port off Gaza

Ankara, Tirkiye - The US Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM)
announced on Sunday that it
had dispatched a ship carrying
the necessary materials to build
a temporary port off the coast
of the Gaza Strip.

‘On March 9, 2024, US
Army Vessel (USAV) General
Frank S Besson (LSV-1) from
the 7th Transportation Brigade
(Expeditionary), 3rd Expedi-
tionary Sustainment Command,
XVIII Airborne Corps, departed
Joint Base Langley-Eustis en
route to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean,” CENTCOM said in a
statement.

It added that the vessel had

sailed ‘less than 36 hours after
President (Joe) Biden an-
nounced the US would provide
humanitarian assistance to
Gaza by sea'.

‘Besson, a logistics support
vessel, is carrying the first
equipment to establish a tem-
porary pier to deliver vital hu-
manitarian supplies’, it added.

US Department of Defence
spokesman Air Force Maj Gen
Pat Ryder announced on Satur-
day that the construction of the
temporary pier that the US
plans to establish may take 60
days.

Ryder explained that the es-
tablishment of the temporary

pier in Gaza will take place with
allies and partners in the region,
noting that soldiers from seven
transportation brigades in the
state of Virginia have been allo-
cated for this purpose.

In his State of the Union ad-
dress on Friday, Biden an-
nounced that the US would
construct a temporary pier on
Gaza's shoreline to facilitate
more aid deliveries.

Nearly 31,000 Palestinians,
mostly women and children,
have been killed in Gaza, and
over 72,500 others injured
amid mass destruction and
shortages of necessities.
Anadolu Agency

One Palestinian injured, 3 detained
in Israeli raid in West Bank

Ramallah, Palestinian Territo-
ries - One Palestinian was in-
jured and three others were
detained in an Israeli military
raid in the occupied West
Bank on Sunday, according to
medics and local media.

Israeli forces raided the
town of Birzeit north of Ra-
mallah, triggering clashes with
residents during which sol-
diers used live fire and tear
gas canisters, eyewitnesses
said.

One Palestinian was in-
jured by Israeli fire during the
raid, the Palestinian Red Cres-
cent Society said.

Two Palestinians were also
arrested in Ramallah and a
third in Birzeit by Israeli forces,
the official news agency Wafa
reported.

Tensions have been run-

ning high across the West
Bank since Israel launched a
deadly military offensive
against the Gaza Strip after a
cross-border attack by Hamas
last October.

Israel deploys additional police forces around
Jerusalem's Al-Aqgsa ahead of Ramadan

Ramallah, Palestinian Territo-
ries - Israeli police deployed ad-
ditional forces Sunday around
the flashpoint Al-Agsa Mosque
complex in occupied East
Jerusalem.

The deployment comes as
thousands of Palestinians pre-
pare to perform the Tarawih,
special night prayers during the
Muslim holy month of Ra-
madan, on Sunday.

According to Israeli Channel
12, the police deployment
comes amid concerns of a secu-
rity flare-up in East Jerusalem
and the occupied West Bank
during Ramadan.

Text messages were sent to
the phones of Jerusalem resi-
dents warning against involve-
ment in any unrest, the
broadcaster said.

Leaflets were also distributed
in the eastern neighbourhoods
of East Jerusalem warning resi-
dents against ‘riots’ during Ra-
madan, according to the
channel. Al-Agsa Mosque is the

world's third-holiest site for
Muslims. Jews call the area the
Temple Mount, saying it was
the site of two Jewish temples
in ancient times.

Israel occupied East
Jerusalem, where Al-Agsais lo-
cated, during the 1967 Arab-Is-

raeli War. It annexed the entire
city in 1980, a move never rec-
ognized by the international
community.

Tensions have been running
high across the West Bank
since Israel launched a deadly
military offensive against the

Gaza Strip after a cross-border
attack by Hamas last October.
At least 420 Palestinians
have since been killed and more
than 4,600 others injured by Is-
raeli fire, according to the
Health Ministry.
Anadolu Agency

Coalition of Palestinian tribes says they won't
be alternative to Gaza political regime

Gaza City, Palestinian Territo-
ries - A coalition of Palestinian
tribes said on Sunday they will
not be an alternative to any
Palestinian political regime in
the Gaza Strip.

“National unity is the only
way to preserve the existence
of the Palestinian people and
the homeland,” the coalition
said in a statement.

It reiterated support for the
Palestinian resistance against
the Israeli occupation.

“The tribes are part of Pales-
tinian national components
against the Israeli occupation,”
the coalition said, rejecting any
plans to create tribal groups to
cooperate with the Israeli occu-
pation.

Israel has been seeking to
create an administration to re-
place the ruling Hamas group in
the Gaza Strip. Tel Aviv has op-
posed calls for allowing the Ra-

THE COALITION

mallah-based Palestinian Au-
thority to run the enclave fol-
lowing its deadly war on Gaza.
Ismail al Thawabta, director
of Gaza's government media of-

fice, said international parties
had held 12 meetings with
Palestinian tribal chieftains as
part of their efforts to create a
new administration to run the

Gaza Strip.

"All tribes rejected all Israeli
occupation plots to undermine
the Palestinian home front,” he
added in a statement.

Israel has waged a deadly
military offensive on the Gaza
Strip since an Oct. 7 cross-bor-
der attack led by Hamas in
which some 1,200 people were
killed.

More than 31,000 Palestini-
ans, mostly women and chil-
dren, have since been killed in
Gaza, and over 72,600 others
injured amid mass destruction
and shortages of necessities.

The Israeli war has pushed
85% of Gaza's population into
internal displacement amid a
crippling blockade of most food,
clean water, and medicine, while
60% of the enclave's infrastruc-
ture has been damaged or de-
stroyed, according to the UN.
Anadolu Agency
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Modi helped prevent ‘potential nuke attack’

Washington DC, US - As the
Russia-Ukraine conflict raged in
2022, the United States started
‘preparing rigorously’ for a po-
tential nuclear strike by Moscow
against Kyiv, in what would have
been the first nuclear attack
since the US dropping atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki nearly eighty years before,
CNN reported citing two senior
administration officials.

The report stated that out-
reach from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other coun-
tries also played an important
role in averting the crisis.

The Biden administration was
specifically concerned Russia
might use a tactical or battlefield
nuclear weapon, the officials
said.

Amid the fears, the US sought
to enlist the help of non-allies in-
cluding India, to discourage Rus-
sia from such an attack, as
reported by CNN.

“One of the things we did was
not only message them directly
but strongly urge, press, encour-
age other countries, to whom
they might be more attentive, to

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (left) with Russian President Vladimir Putin in New Delhi, during the latter’s visit to India

do the same thing,” the senior
administration official said.

US officials say that outreach
and public statements from

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and others helped avert a crisis.

‘| think we believe showing the
international community the

concern about this, particularly
the concern from key countries
for Russia and the Global South,
was also a helpful, persuasive

factor and showed them what
the cost of all this could be,’ CNN
quoted a senior administration
official as saying.

“I think the fact that we know,
India weighed in, China weighed
in, others weighed in, may have
had some effect on their think-
ing," the senior administration
official added. "l can't demon-
strate this positively, but | think
that's our assessment.”

|
On the sidelines of
the SCO summit in
Uzbekistan last
year, Indian Prime
Minister told Putin
that ‘this is not the
era of war’

Regarding the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, India has always con-
demned civilian killings and
called for a peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

In a major statement, Indian
PM Modi told President Putin
that ‘this is not the era of war’ on
the sidelines of the SCO summit
in Uzbekistan last year. The
statement even made to the G20
communique under the presi-

dency of India.

During this period from late
summer to fall 2022, the Na-
tional Security Council convened
a series of meetings to put con-
tingency plans in place “in the
event of either a very clear indi-
cation that they were about to do
something, attack with a nuclear
weapon, or if they just did, how
we would respond, how we
would try to preempt it or deter
it", the senior administration of-
ficial said.

Notably, late summer 2022
was also proving a ‘devastating
period’ for Russian forces in
Ukraine. Ukrainian forces were
advancing on Russian-occupied
Kherson in the south, the city
which had been Russia's biggest
prize since the invasion.

As these Ukrainian forces ad-
vanced, entire Russian units
were in danger of being sur-
rounded. The view inside the ad-
ministration was that such a
catastrophic loss could be a ‘po-
tential trigger’ for the use of nu-
clear weapons, according to
CNN.

ANI

Russia requests UNSC to
discuss Macron’s threats

Moscow, Russia - Russia on Sat-
urday requested a UN Security
Council meeting to discuss
French President Emmanuel
Macron's idea to send NATO
troops to Ukraine.

Speaking at a UN Security
Council meeting in New York,
Russia's deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN Security
Council Dmitry Polyansky said
Moscow would like to know
more about such "ideas fraught
with the beginning of the Third
World War."

On Feb. 27, Macron con-
firmed his offer to NATO part-
ners to send troops to Ukraine.
However, he added that an offi-
cial consensus to send ground
troops "has not yet been

reached, but nothing can be
ruled out."

Later, he said France would
send soldiers if Russia moved to
Kyiv or Odesa.

Polyansky added that it is
equally important to discuss
leaked conversations between

German Air Force officers about
supplying Taurus missiles to
Ukraine, as well as the media re-
ports that the US Central Intelli-
gence Agency has deployed a
network of spy bases in Ukraine,
near the Russian border.

Anadolu Agency
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Al Omaniya Financial Services s1oc)
Values stronger than money

P.O. Box 1087, Jibroo, PC 114, Sultanate of Oman. Tel: 24724700, Fax: 24813258

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Board of Directors of Al Omaniya Financial Services (SAQG) takes pleasure to invite all Shareholders to
attend the Annual General meeting of the company, which will be held on Wednesday, 27th March 2024 at
300 pm at Crowne Plaza Muscat, Al Mandaloon Hall and virtual attendance through website
(www.med.gov.om) for AGM Meeting. In the event that the gquorum requirement is not met, a second
mieeting of the Annual General Meeting shall be held on Wednesday, 03rd April 2024 at 3.00 pm at Crowne
PMlaza Muscat, Al Mandaloon Hall and virtual attendance through website to discuss the following=

Review and approval of the Board of Directors Report for the year ended 3135t December 2023,
Review and approval of the Corperate Governmance Report for the year ended 315t December 2023.
Review and approval of Auditor’s report and the audited annual financial statements for the year 2023,

Approval of the Board recommendation to distribute cash dividend of 8.25 baisas per share of paid up

5. Approval of the Board recommendation to distribute (5 bonds for every 100 shares) unsecured non
convertible redeemable benus stock bonds 1o share holders as on AGM date, a total of 15,383,720 bands
{value 100 baisas per bond) to be paid from Retained Earnings (as per the attached explanatony note).

6. Approval of the proposed directors remuneration of RO. 300,000/~ (Rial Omani Three Hundred Thousand

7. Toratify the sitting fees that has been paid to the Board and it's sub-committees during last year and to
determine the sitting fees for the current year (as per attachment).

8. Inform the Annual general meeting on the Related Party Transactions that took place during the financial
year 2023 (as per attachment).

9. To elect new Board of Directors for the company and interested nominees are required to submit their
application to the company 5 days prior to the AGM date (latest by 22 March 2024} and no application
will be accepted after this date,

10. To appoint the External Auditors for the financial year 2024 and agree their fees

As per the Article of Association of the company and the rules to use of the new electronic means, 1o inform

a. Only natural person can authorize any persons (except board members) to attend the meetings and vote
on his { her behalf through the electronic portal. The natural person must have an investor number at
Muscat Clearing and Depository Company (MODC).

b, The voting on any of the agenda items shall start (3) days prior the meetings and finish at the day of the
meeting. Any changes to the holding shares (plus/minus) the voting shall be cancelled and need to revote

For further information, please contact Mr. Braik Al Amri on phone No24724777 F 24724700

EXTERNAL AUDITOR

CHAIRMAN TO THE

Two killed, one injured in suicide blast in Pakistan

Islamabad, Pakistan - Two peo-
ple were killed and one injured in
a suicide blast in Peshawar Board
Bazar, Pakistan, on Sunday
morning, reported ARY News.

According to SSP Operations
Kashif Aftab Abbasi, the blast
that occurred in Board Bazar was
a 'suicide' attack.

Following the blast, Rescue

122 staff reached the incident
site, ARY News reported.

The rescue team took the
dead bodies and shifted the in-
jured people to a nearby medical
facility. Moreover, police and se-
curity agencies cordoned off the
area and have started further in-
vestigations.

No group has claimed respon-

sibility for the blast so far.

Earlier in February, at least five
cops were killed and two others
sustained injuries in an explosion
that occurred near a police vehi-
cle in Kulachi DI Khan, according
to ARY News.

According to the details, the
explosion occurred in the Garah
Aslam area of Kulachi and tar-

geted a police vehicle. The police
officials said that the dead bodies
and injured were transferred via
a helicopter to DI Khan.

In another incident in Febru-
ary, at least 26 people were
killed, and several others injured
after two back-to-back blasts
jolted Balochistan.

ANI

31 December 2023.

on 31 December 2023,

Company.
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Al Maha Ceramics SAOG

FAIMaha  po Box 482, Postal Code 322, Falaj Al Qabail, Sohar, Oman. Tel: 26752322/23
e Fad: 26752177, Email: info@almahaceramics.com, web: www.almahaceramics.com

Invitation for the Annual Ordinary General

Meeting of Shareholders

The Board of Directors of Al Maha Ceramics 5.A.0.G (the "Company”) is pleased to invite the shareholders to attend the
Ordinary Annual General Meeting to be held at 7:00 pm on Thursday 28 March 2024, via the electronic platform for general
meetings which may be accessed through Muscat Clearing and Depository’s website (www.med.gov.om). In the event that
the quorum to convene the Annual General Meeting is not complete, the second general meeting will be convened at 3:00 pm
on Saturday 30 March 2024, to discuss the following agenda:-

1. To consider and approve the Board of Directors’ Report on the activities of the Company and its financial status for the
financial year ended on 31 December 2023,

2. To consider and approve the Board of Directors’ Report on the organization and management of the Company for the
financial year ended on 31 December 2023.

3. To consider and approve the Auditor's Report on the financial statements of the Company for the financial year ended on

4.  To consider and approve the proposed cash dividend to shareholders, as of the date of the AGM, equivalent to 15 Baisa
per share for the financial year ended 31 December 2023,

5. To approve the sitting fees paid to the Board of Directors and Board Sub-Committees for the financial year ended on 31
December 2023 and to determine their sitting fees for the next financial year.

6. To consider and approve the proposal to distribute remuneration fees of an amount of RO 66,000 (Omani Rial Sixty Six
Thousand) for the year ended on 31 December 2023,
1. To notify the general assembly of the related party transactions entered into by the Company during the financial year
ended on 31 December 2023.

8. To consider and approve the related party transactions which will be entered into by the Company during the financial
year ending on 31 December 2024,

9. To notify the general assembly of the contributions made to support community services during the financial year ended

10 To consider and approve the proposal to allocate RO 10,000 (Omani Rial Ten Thousand) to support community services
for the financial year ending on 31 December 2024,

11. To elect members of the Board of Directors of the Company (comprising shareholders or non-shareholders). Anyone
who wishes to stand as a candidate shall complete the form prepared for this purpose and submit it to the Company at
least five working days prior to the Annual General Meeting, latest by close of business on Wednesday, 20 March 2024.
Nomination forms received after such date will not be accepted. Candidates must consider fulfilling the requirements
prescribed for membership of the Company’s Board of Directors.

12. Appointment of statutory auditors for the company for the financial year ending 31 December 2024 and specify their fees.
Pursuant to the Articles of Association of the Company and the Rules for Convening General Meetings of Public Joint Stock
Companies via Electronic Means issued by the Capital Market Autharity, we would like to bring your attention to the following:

a) Only juristic persons shall have the right to appoint a proxy to attend the Annual Ordinary General Meeting and vote on their
behalf via electronic means, provided that this natural person has an investor number in the Muscat Clearing and Depository

b) Voting on any of the items on the agenda shall commence no more than three days before the date of the general meeting
and until the voting process ends on the day of the meeting. If a shareholder's balance is increased or decreased, the voting
process will be cancelled, and the shareholder must cast his vote again on the day of the general meeting.

If you have any queries, please call (Mr. Mohamed Juma Al Balushi) on phone No. 2675 2322
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‘India will be world's premier
manufacturing, service hub’

Swiss Secretary Helene Artieda lauds India-EFTA Trade Economic Partnership Agreement

New Delhi, India - Lauding the
US$100bn free trade pact be-
tween India and the four-nation
bloc European Free Trade Asso-
ciation (EFTA), Swiss State Sec-
retary for Economic Affairs,
Helene Budliger Artieda, af-
firmed that India will be world's
premier manufacturing and ser-
vice hub.

She also said that the quality
goods from India will get a very
open market in Switzerland,
adding that the Trade and Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) will also open job op-
portunities for the Indian youth.

Speaking to ANI, the Swiss
Secretary said, “It's a massive
moment of joy for us. We've
been negotiating this agree-
ment for more than 16
years...I'm completely delighted
that we managed to push it
through during the past eight
months.”

“It's momentous for us be-
cause of the size of the Indian
market. But we're not only bet-
ting on the size of the Indian
market, we believe in the Indian
story,” she added.

Affirming that India will be
the premier manufacturing and
service center of the world, she
said that it was important for
Switzerland to be among the
first group of European coun-
tries to sign the agreement with
India.

“This is the time of India and
we believe that India will be the
premier manufacturing and ser-
vice hub of the world. And so
for us, it was truly important
that we also came in first, as a

group of European countries,”
she said.

Opening up on the TEPA
agreement, Artieda said that
Switzerland has granted over
99% of access to Indian goods

HELENE BUDLIGER ARTIEDA

due to which the Indian goods
will find a very open market.
"Switzerland has granted
over 99 per cent of access to
goods, you can say Switzerland
is absolutely open for Indian
goods. Swiss people are good
consumers, they have high in-

comes. So any quality good that
is coming from India will find a
very open Swiss market. Since
we have such a divergence in
size between our two markets,
we have also discussed invest-

ment opportunities,” the Swiss
Secretary said.

She added, “We are tradi-
tionally a very large FDI net ex-
porter, India saw that
opportunity. We have so many
young people who do need jobs.
We have pledged that we will

invest...not me personally or the
government, but the private
sector will come to India and in-
vest 100 billion US dollars in the
next 15 years and will lead to
jobs for the Indian youth.”

Further listing out some of
the most famous products of
Switzerland, the Swiss Secre-
tary further said that India will
be able to get access to Swiss
goods at a much better cost.

“l have been told that choco-
lates do make happy...Switzer-
land is a hub for some of these
energy drinks. Then | also tried
to signal at the press confer-
ence, that Swiss watches will
also be cheaper. It's not only
consumer goods. | think, more
important is what Switzerland
now can provide to India at a
much better cost when it comes
to machinery, precision tools,

and so on. Switzerland doesn't
compete on price, we compete
on quality, on innovation,” she
said.

“For a country such as ours
this protectionism is a problem.
Wherever | go | meet Swiss
companies that have been in
far-away markets for more than
100 years. We are happy that
we have now managed to con-
clude this agreement,” the
Swiss Secretary added.

India’'s Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal co-chaired the
meeting on the India-EFTA
trade agreement in the national
capital on Sunday.

He said that “never before in
the history of FTAs has such an
FTA ever happened” adding
that it is very balanced, fair and
equitable.

Goyal said that it is a mo-
mentous occasion and the sign-
ing of the Trade and Economic
Participation Agreement with
the European Free Trade Asso-
ciation marks the culmination of
nearly 15 years of hard work,
tremendous energy, and effort.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday congratulated
the negotiators and signatories
on the signing of the Trade and
Economic Participation Agree-
ment (TEPA) between India
and the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), saying that
despite structural diversities in
many aspects.

“Our economies possess
complementarities that
promise to be a win-win situa-
tion for all nations,” he added.
ANI

Indian envoy in
Kuwait discusses
cooperation in
hydrocarbon

Kuwait City, Kuwait - Indian
Ambassador to Kuwait, Adarsh
Swaika called on Kuwait Deputy
Prime Minister Imad Moham-
mad Abdulaziz al Ateegi and
apprised him of the strong bilat-
eral cooperation between India
and Kuwait in the sector hydro-
carbons.

He also spoke about the
strong possibility of coopera-
tion between the two countries
in the upstream and down-
stream sectors.

‘Amb @AdarshSwaikal
called on Dy PM and Qil Minis-
ter of Kuwait HE Dr Imad Mo-
hammad Abdulaziz Al-Ateeqi.
Amb apprised the Minister of
strong bilateral cooperation in
hydrocarbons and good possi-
bilities of cooperation in up-
stream and  downstream
sectors,’ the Indian Embassy in
Kuwait posted on X.

Last month, the Indian Am-
bassador met the newly ap-
pointed Minister of Commerce
and Industry Abdullah Hamad
AlJouan and highlighted the
growing bilateral ties between
the two countries.

During their meeting, both
leaders discussed the signifi-
cant potential for strengthening
bilateral economic cooperation
including investments.

India and Kuwait share his-
torically warm and close bilat-
eral ties and the relationship
has been nourished by sus-
tained cultural and civilizational
linkages. There are around one
million Indians in Kuwait.

India is amongst the largest
trading partners of Kuwait and
the Gulf country is a major sup-
plier of oil.

Adarsh Swaika

India and Kuwait enjoy tradi-
tionally friendly relations, rooted
in history, and have stood the
test of time. Geographic prox-
imity, historical trade links, cul-
tural affinities, and the presence
of a large number of Indian na-
tionals in Kuwait continue to
sustain and nurture this long-
standing relationship. India has
been a natural trading partner of
Kuwait and until 1961 Indian
rupee was the legal tender in
Kuwait, according to the Min-
istry of External Affairs.

Historically, Indo-Kuwaiti re-
lations have always had an im-
portant trade dimension. India
has consistently been among
the top ten trading partners of
Kuwait. Total bilateral trade
with Kuwait during 2015-16 was
US$6.2bn.

India’s exports to Kuwait
grew by 4% (US$1.24bn) in
2015-16 vis-a-vis 2014-15.

India’s exports to Kuwait in-
clude food items, cereals, tex-
tiles, garments, electrical and
engineering equipment, machin-
ery and mechanical appliances,
cars, trucks, buses, tyres, chemi-
cals, iron and steel among others.
ANI

Eurostat says tourism nights
spent in 2023 exceed
pre-pandemic levels in EU

Istanbul, Turkiye - The Euro-
pean Union recorded the num-
ber of nights spent in tourist
accommodation at 2.9bn in
2023, up 6.1% year-on-year
and 1.4% from pre-pandemic
levels, according to Eurostat -
the statistical office of the Euro-
pean Union.

The European statistical of-
fice revealed on Friday that Slo-
vakia and the Czech Republic
saw the highest growth in the
number of nights spent by inter-
national guests, with both coun-

tries seeing a 22% increase on
an annual basis.

In terms of domestic guests,
Greece led with a13% increase,
followed by Slovakia (11%), and
Bulgaria (9%). Slovenia, on the
other hand, saw a 17% decrease
in domestic guests’ accommo-
dations. The number of nights
spent at tourist accommodation
budged closer and closer in
May 2023 to levels before the
COVID-19 pandemic, said the
report.

Anadolu Agency

Former Indian cricketer to contest election

New Delhi, India - Former In-
dian cricketer Yusuf Pathan has
announced his entry to politics
with a powerful regional party
from the eastern Indian state of
West Bengal fielding him as a
candidate for the upcoming
general elections.

Yusuf Pathan extended grat-
itude to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee after
her party Trinamool Congress
(TMC) announced his candida-
ture from Berhampore for the
Lok Sabha polls.

“I'm eternally grateful to Ma-
mata Banerjee for welcoming
me into the TMC family and
trusting me with the responsi-
bility to become people’s voice
in the parliament. As represen-
tatives of the people, it is our
duty to uplift the poor and de-
prived, and that is what | hope
to achieve,” Yusuf Pathan
posted on X.

Itis the duty of the represen-
tatives of the people to uplift
the deprived sections of society,
he added.

Yusuf Pathan has been cho-
sen by the TMC along with an-

other former cricketer Kirti
Azad.

Local president of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

questioned TMC's choice of

candidates, who are not resi-
dents of West Bengal.

“Just half an hour before the
TMC's list was announced, Ab-
hishek Banerjee was making
statements like BJP is anti-Ben-

gal. Now, when the candidates
are announced, it's clear that
TMC is bringing people from
outside,” state BJP president
Sukanta Majumdar said.

“I don't know if Kirti Azad
and Yusuf Pathan are Bengali,
Yusuf Pathan is from Guijarat,
and so is PM Modi, but for
them, PM Modi is an outsider,”
he said, referring to TMC leader
Mamata Banerjee's earlier jibe
at Prime Minister Modi.

Mamata Banerjee's TMC is
ruling the state of West Bengal
and has been fighting all out
against the BJP since Modi be-
came the country's Prime Min-
ister.

Currently, Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury is rep-
resenting Berhampore in India's
lower house.

TMC announced candidates
for all the 42 Lok Sabha seats in
the state at a political rally in
Kolkata on Sunday.

Abhishek Banerjee, the
nephew of Mamata Banerjee
will contest from Diamond Har-
bour, the party confirmed.

Firebrand Mahua Moitra,

who was expelled from Lok
Sabha during the winter session
last year has been given a ticket
from Krishnanagar con-
stituency.

Mukut Mani Adhikari who
recently quit the BJP has also
been given a ticket from
Ranaghat Lok Sabha seat. Sha-
trughan Sinha is set to again
contest from the Asansol- a seat
he had won in the 2022 bypoll.

On the announcement of the
candidates, TMC said that the
ruling party in Bengal will stand
with the common people as
part of its commitment.

‘Under the leadership of
chairperson Mamata Banerjee,
we're pleased to announce the
names of candidates for the up-
coming Lok Sabha elections.
We are steadfast in our com-
mitment to stand by the com-
mon people against the
deprivation of the central gov-
ernment,’ TMC posted on X.

Meanwhile, main opposition
Congress party expressed dis-
satisfaction over the ‘unilateral
announcement’ by the TMC.
ANI

UN Security Counci

Toronto, Canada - The UN Se-
curity Council (UNSC) adopted
a draft resolution on Friday that
demands an immediate cease-
fire in Sudan during the holy
month of Ramadan.

The resolution, presented by
the UK, was voted on during a
UNSC session and was ap-
proved with 14 votes of the 15-
member Council and one
abstention.

“We have no illusions as to
the true intentions of Western
countries,” said  Russia's
Deputy Permanent Represen-
tative for Political Affairs, Anna
Evstigneeva.

Evstigneeva accused mem-
bers of a ‘double standard' re-
garding Gaza, “where a
massacre is taking place, where
over five months more than
30,000 people have died.”

| adopts resolution for

immediate ceasefire in Sudan

She noted that it is time for
diplomacy in Sudan.

Resolution of
ceasefire in Sudan
The resolution demands an ur-
gent cessation of hostilities
throughout Ramadan in Sudan,
and encouraged efforts toward
a resolution through dialogue.
It further demands full hu-
manitarian aid access and

urges parties to fulfill their obli-
gations under international hu-
manitarian law.

Sudan has been mired by
fighting between the army, led
by Gen Abdel Fattah al Burhan,
who is the head of the ruling
Sovereign Council, and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces. At least 12,260 people
have been killed and more than
33,000 injured in the conflict

that started last April, accord-
ing to UN figures.

A humanitarian crisis con-
tinues to worsen as nearly 6.8
million people have fled their
homes seeking safety in Sudan
and neighbouring countries.

Several ceasefire agree-
ments brokered by Saudi Ara-
bia and US mediators have
failed to end the violence.
Anadolu Agency
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ACROSS

1) Fill-in at the of office

5) Doughnut shape

10) Computer data unit

14) To shelter, on a ship

15) Hangout

16)Stop-listenlink

17) It opens Windows

20) Capital on the Songka
River

21) Rescuers

22) An EPA conce

25) Cultivate

26) "Messenger" com-
pound 29) Musical
miscellany

31) Installment program?

35) Suffix r "velvet"

36) Dealers' dreads

38) Napoleon's place of
exile

39) Leo, e.g.

43) Admire amorously

44) Herculean types

45) Expert ghter pilot

46) Floodgate-opening
sound

49) Baili s order

50) lll-manneredfellow

51) "Casey at the Bat,"

for one
53) Word with ied or
crazy
55) Ball-shaped owers
58) Russian countyr home
62) Low-growing, spring-
blooming perennial
65) Leave unmentioned
66) Online periodical
67) Fly on a hook, to bass
68) Head, in Paris
69) Su er in the sun
70) Consenting votes
DOWN
1) Engine rpm measurer
2) Noted first name in jazz
3) Chicken chow_
4) Mythical cowboy Bill
5) Even if, informally
6) Clumsy one
7) Daily grinds
8) Remove one's chapeau
9) Martin and Lawrence
10) Cherry-colored
11) Word with "move" or
"majesty”
12) Throw
13)_out a living
18) "Mikado" costume
19) Out elder's call

23) Norwegian royal name

24) Roundabout mea-
sure?

26) Seed anew

27) Stable sound

28) American in Paris, e.g.

30) Orangish shade

32) "Sacro" extension

33) Banana plant fiber

34) Secured, as sneakers

37) Convoy components

40) Apprentice

41) Gung-ho quality

42) Central New York city
and lake

47) Alone

48) Young herd member

52) Passover re

54) Come back om be-
hind

55) FDR's coin

56) Got down

57) LaBeouf of Ims

59) Crossworder's need

60) Bickerer in the "lliad"

61) Captains often hear
them

62) Destiny

63) Coast Guard off

64) Hamster healer

NOTE PAD
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

You have been making a strong positive impression on some powerful
people, and you should start to be treated a lot better because of it.
Someone is ready to give you a tougher challenge, and you are ready to
take it on, especially if it involves travel or exploring new cultures.
Channel any nervousness into positive energy and keep on doing what
you're doing. It's working! The waiting might feel like torture, but you are

about to get the chance you have been waiting for.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Are you paying more attention to your enemies than your friends? There
is a lot of jealousy around you now, and it could develop into resentment
if you don't get back in touch with one or two friends who are still
waiting to hear from you. If you don't have enough time to really catch
up with them, at least shoot them a message arranging some social time
with them in the future. They're always there for you, and you need to

make them a priority.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Your life is falling neatly into two categories: fulfilling and not. You'll be
tempted to only pay attention to the more fulfilling tasks and projects,
but that isn't a good long-term strategy. You will eventually have to deal
with the rest of it, so aim for balance and work through this duality by
alternating your attention. Don't become too focused on one person or
one idea. Spread your energy around. There are positives on both sides

that you might not be seeing right now.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Clear your schedule and set aside your expectations. This is going to
be a fickle kind of day, and you need to be as flexible as possible. It's a
day to toss out the rule book and just let things go along their merry
way. You won't be disappointed. But if you struggle against the tide of
the day and stubbornly try to stick to what you had planned, you'll
experience a lot of frustration. Become more passive, and you will learn

an awful lot about the world around you.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

All of your plans are going to go well today. And if any obstacles do
appear, they will be the kind that fizzle out on their own soon enough.
The only way you can fall into a bad mood today is if you let your mind
wander to problems that you can't fix. Dwell on things beyond your
control, and you could start feeling blue. Instead, let yourself be happy.
Keep your mind on all the good news in your life right now. There is

plenty of it.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

You've been pulling hard in a tug-of-war with someone, but today it
might be wiser for you to just let go of the rope and send the other
person flying. By switching up the balance of things, you are sure to
end up on top. If all you want to do is win, there are other ways to get
that victory than to exhaust yourself over and over again with someone
who will never give an inch. You've got to stop this strategy and start

thinking of something new.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Get out in the world today. Set your alarm clock an hour early and give
yourself some time to walk around the block, stop for breakfast, or just
read the news while you nurse a cup of coffee. If you've been feeling
moody and slow, this more gentle introduction to your day will help
you unlock some of the energy that you need to stay motivated. And if
you can get someone to join you on this calm, early morning adventure,

that's even better.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Pretending someone is what they are not is a dangerous game. You can't be
idealistic about what someone is really about. Take off your rose-colored
glasses today and see the person for who they truly are. What other people
have been saying hasn't been to your liking, but it may be true. Look at the
entire person and see all of their imperfections. Who knows? You might
even like them more than you did before. Seeing all sides of people may be a

rude awakening from a dream state, but you have to wake up at some point.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Making connections with interesting people is going to be your full-
time job today, but since when did you mind being social? Keeping
busy will keep you happy, so get out there and get to talking. Go online.
Check your social media feeds and spend some time touching base
with folks you haven't talked to in a while. Send some funny messages
and see what happens. There's bound to be some fresh news or gossip,

and aren't you just dying to know what it is? Find out.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

TEST YOUR

01. Leonard Nimoy and William
Shatner starred in what TV series,
first broadcast from 1966 to
1969?

A. Star Trek

B. Blakes 7

C. Red Dwarf

D. Star Wars

02. "Aegrotocatellus jaggeri" an
extinct marine arthropod which
disappeared about 250 million
years ago, is named after whom?
A. A German rifleman

B. Jagger Cates

C. Mick Jagger

D. A native American tribe from
the Florida coast

03. Which river, the world's deep-
est on record and the second
largest river in the world by dis-
charge volume, rises in the high-

« 5\, There is nothing wrong with adding some fun to a business situation. As € It'sall about endurance today, and you'll be able to do anything for any A you starting to feel like a doormat in one of your relationships, like |an(':|s and. mountains of the East
< \3:‘.‘“ long as you stay professional, why is it wrong to smile and laugh? You g:‘, length of time, including sitting through that boring meeting without they're walking all over you and you aren't getting half of the credit you Afrl(:.an Rift?
can't take everything so seriously all of the time. It's not healthy! So try falling asleep, surviving that awful blind date with effortless charm, and deserve? Today, get off the ground and get out of this person's life for A. N.Iger
out a few silly jokes. Not only will you make everyone relax a bit, but you waiting in a long line without grumbling. You have some serious a while. Show them that they need you a lot more than you need them. B. Nile
will encourage other people to add their personality to the conversation. strength and patience deep down inside, which will come to your They will be back asking for your help soon, but by then you will have C. Congo )
It will help everyone connect on a deeper level and help you all get a lot rescue today. Entertaining yourself has never been so easy. You'll formulated the terms you expect and be able to set the boundaries that D. Zambezi
more done. always be in your happy place no matter where you are. make you comfortable. You need to demand equal footing. D'E D¢V Lisiomsuy
KIDS -~ \ LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by linking
adjacent letters - to the left, right, on
top, bottom, or diagonal to each
other. The Boggles Classic game
uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are
valued at one point for each letter in
excess of two letters. A three letter
word is worth one point, a four
letter word is worth two points, and
so on. Valid words must be at least
three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average

column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number
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You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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Bayern Munich’s Harry Kane celebrates after scoring against Mainz

Kane hat-trick helps
Bayern Munich run
riot against Mainz

Munich, Germany - Harry Kane
scored a hat-trick in Bayern Mu-
nich’s 8-1 demolition of Mainz
05 on Saturday to set a Bun-
desliga record as the champions
cut the gap on leaders Bayer Lev-
erkusen to seven points.

Kane, who joined this season
for a league record 100 million
euros from Tottenham Hotspur,
became the first player to score
at least twice in eight different
games in his first Bundesliga sea-
son.

He also equalled Uwe Seeler's
record for most goals in a debut
Bundesliga campaign by lifting
his tally to 30.

“I trust him to do anything,”
Bayern coach Thomas Tuchel
said when asked whether Kane
could break the league record of
41 goals in one season.

"He is a great personality, a

great role model. A top player. It
is an absolute gift to be able to
train him.

“It was the right decision to
bring him here, he proves this
week in week out,” said Tuchel,
who will leave at the end of the
season.

The England captain also net-
ted twice in Tuesday’s 3-0 win
over Lazio which took Bayern
into the Champions League
quarter-finals. Bayern are on 57
points in second place in the
standings ahead of Leverkusen’s
home game against VL Wolfs-
burg on Sunday.

Kane opened his account in
13th minute, tapping in from
close range with the Bavarians
desperate to hang on to their
slim title chances after a bad run
with only one win in their last
four league games.

Girona's Portu scores against Osasuna on Saturday

Girona beat Osasuna to
reclaim second spot

Madrid, Spain - Girona revived
their stuttering campaign with a
convincing 2-0 victory over Os-
asuna on Saturday thanks to
goals by Portu and Savinho to re-
claim second spot in LaLiga.

Girona moved back to second
in the standings on 62 points,
one ahead of Barcelona and four
behind leaders Real Madrid who
have a game in hand and host
relegation-threatened Celta Vigo
on Sunday.

The hosts made their early
dominance tell with a strike by
Portu after he was set up by
Ukrainian forward Viktor Tys-
gankov in the first half.

Girona were heading for an
edgy finish after spurning several
golden chances before Savinho
finally put the match to bed after
Aleix Garcia set up the Brazilian
in the 84th minute.

The surprise packages in
Laliga this season, Girona's
campaign had looked in danger
of imploding after a 4-0 thrash-
ing by Real Madrid last month
and three defeats in four games.

The win, however, put them
back within touching distance of
Real and closer to Champions
League qualification after they
opened a 12-point lead over fifth-
placed Athletic Bilbao.

Osasuna began by pressing
Girona high up on the pitch but
hosts were happy to play round
them with their intricate passing
game in wet conditions which
meant the ball was zipping
across the surface.

In the 12th minute, Girona
strung together more than 20
passes before Portu slotted
home from Tysgankov's through
ball.

Arsenal’s Kai Havertz celebrates after scoring against Brentford on Saturday

London, England - Arsenal went
top of the Premier League for the
first time since Boxing Day with a
hard-fought 2-1 win over Brent-
ford at Emirates Stadium.

Declan Rice had put Arsenal
ahead in the 19th minute, only for
Yoane Wissa to pounce on an
error from Aaron Ramsdale in
first-half stoppage time against
the run of play.

But Kai Havertz scored in the
86th minute to continue his fine
form and earn Arsenal an eighth
consecutive win, sending them
first ahead of Liverpool and
Manchester City, who meet at
Anfield on Sunday.

Mikel Arteta was forced into
two changes as Aaron Ramsdale
and Leandro Trossard replaced

the ineligible David Raya and in-
jured Gabriel Martinelli.

Brentford made one change
from their draw against Chelsea
as Keane Lewis-Potter came in
for Sergio Reguilon.

The first clear chance of the
match fell to Christian Norgaard
in the 15th minute, but his header
from a corner was straight at
Ramsdale.

Arsenal took the lead four
minutes later when Declan Rice
got on the end of Ben White's
cross and headed it past Mark
Flekken for his sixth Premier
League goal of the season, his
best return to a season.

It was also the first time Rice
has scored in back-to-back Pre-
mier League matches at the

GRIT

Havertz spares Ramsdale’s blushes as Arsenal beat Brentford

232nd attempt.

Just as Arsenal looked to be
taking a first-half lead into the
dressing-room, Brentford
equalised out of the blue. In the
fourth minute of first-half stop-
page time, Ramsdale dallied over
a clearance in his six-yard box

and allowed Wissa to close down
and block it into the goal. It was
the third consecutive match in
which the Congolese has scored.

Arsenal started the second
half strongly but almost went be-
hind to what would have been a
goal-of-the-season contender in
the 55th minute.

Ramsdale was almost caught
out again when Ivan Toney struck
a brilliant half-volley from over
40 yards, but the Arsenal goal-
keeper managed to scramble
back and at full-stretch tip the
ball wide.

Gabriel went close at the other
end with a powerful header from
Bukayo Saka's corner, but Vitaly
Janelt half-stopped the effort be-
fore Flekken claimed the loose

ball. It was not all Arsenal as
Ramsdale produced a superb
save in the 71st minute, tipping
over Nathan Collins" header from
close range at full stretch.

Three minutes later Rice al-
most scored his second, but his
curling effort from distance can-
noned off the corner of the goal-
frame.

Arsenal finally retook the lead
in the 86th minute when White
crossed from the right to Havertz,
who headed past Flekken for his
eighth league goal of the season,
scoring for the fourth consecutive
match.

A 13th league defeat in their
last 17 matches, leaves Brentford
15th on 26 points, five above the
relegation zone.

Arteta praises Ramsdale's response after mistake

London, England - Arsenal goal-
keeper Aaron Ramsdale showed
his powers of recovery after a
massive error gifted Brentford an
equaliser, twice keeping his side
level before a late winner on Sat-
urday put the pressure back on
the Gunners' title rivals.

The England keeper has lost
his starting spot to David Raya
this season but, with Brentford
loanee Raya ineligible, Ramsdale
made his first appearance since
Jan. 7. An uneventful first half for
Ramsdale turned into a night-
mare on the stroke of halftime, as
he took far too long on the ball in-
side his six-yard box and allowed
Yoane Wissa to pounce.

But the England keeper pro-
duced two second-half saves to
keep the game at 1-1 before Kai
Havertz's late header sent Arse-
nal top for the first time since
Christmas Eve with a 2-1 win.

Arsenal goalkeeper Aaron Ramsdale’s attempted clearance is blocked into his goal by Brentford's Yoane Wissa

Ramsdale was all smiles after
the final whistle as he was em-
braced by his team mates and
Arteta, who described him as “a
person with a huge personality
and courage”.

Arteta praised Ramsdale's re-
sponse to his mistake.

“I'm not surprised because
the whole team, the whole sta-
dium, was behind him and he has
that respect and that admira-
tion,"” he said. “We really wanted
to win for him in that moment
and he really helped us to win."

Brentford manager Thomas
Frank also spoke to Ramsdale
after the final whistle.

"I said | think he's a very good
keeper and | didn't want him to
be involved in that situation,”
Frank said.

“l don't think that was a mis-
take, | think that was very good
pressure from Wissa.”

Inter Milan continue title march with win at Bologna

Bologna, Italy - Runaway Serie A
leaders Inter Milan continued
their march towards the title as a
first-half goal by Yann Bisseck
sealed a 1-0 victory over Bologna
on Saturday.

Inter moved to 75 points and
an 18-point lead over second-
placed Juventus, who host Ata-
lanta on Sunday. Bologna are
fourth on 51 points after 28
games.

Simone Inzaghi's Inter have
won all 13 competitive matches
this year and suffered only one
league loss all season.

Inter broke the deadlock after
37 minutes through Bisseck’s
diving header from Alessandro
Bastoni's precise cross.

“"We maintain the gap from
those who are following us. We
fully deserved the lead in the first
half, then Bologna proved why

they are in their current posi-
tion,” Inzaghi told DAZN.

"We started to feel some fa-
tigue and thoughts wandered
over to the games that we have
coming up.”

Taking advantage of a defen-
sive error at a rainy Stadio Re-
nato Dall'Ara, Inter's Nicolo
Barella had the first chance but
his one-on-one attempt was
saved by Lukasz Skorupski.

Bologna, who had won six
Serie A matches in a row, domi-
nated the second half, denying
Inter a shot on goal but failing to
find the net themselves.

Joshua Zirkzee came close for
the hosts near the end but
keeper Yann Sommer got down
to block his low shot from the
edge of the box.

A defensive Inter hung on de-
spite an injury to striker Marko

Arnautovic who had to leave the
field for treatment.

Bologna coach Thiago Motta
praised his side’s performance.

The video player is currently
playing an ad. You can skip the
ad in 5 sec with a mouse or key-
board

“l don't know if that's a win-
ning mentality or what, but |
sense we can fight it out with
anyone,” Motta told DAZN.

Inter Milan’s Yann Bisseck scores against Bologna on Saturday
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Red Bull star
continues
winning streak
in Saudi
Arabia; rookie
Bearman
steals show

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - Max Ver-
stappen won the Saudi Arabian
Grand Prix from pole position on
Saturday as Red Bull continued
their dominant start to the For-
mula One season with a second
one-two in as many races.

Sergio Perez was runner-up
under the Jeddah Corniche
floodlights, last year's winner
taking the chequered flag 13.643
seconds behind his triple-world
champion teammate who now
has a 15-point lead in the stand-
ings.

Charles Leclerc finished third
for Ferrari, also setting the fastest
lap on the way to his first podium
of the season, but rookie stand-
in teammate Oliver Bearman
stole the show - finishing seventh
and voted Driver of the Day.

It was the first time Verstap-
pen, winner of a record 19 of 22
races last year, has won the first
two races of a season. He has
also won 19 of the last 20.

“Overall, a fantastic weekend
for the whole team and myself. |
felt really good with the car and
it was the same in the race,” Ver-
stappen said.

The victory was a ninth in a
row for Verstappen, dating back
to Japan last September, and the

REIGNS

Red Bull's Max Verstappen celebrates with the trophy after winning the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix on Saturday

56th of the 26-year-old Dutch
driver's career.

It was also his 100th career
podium while Red Bull's 115th
win lifted them ahead of
Williams in fourth place on the
all-time list.

“Max was clinical in his exe-
cution of that race,” said team
boss Christian Horner.

Britain's Bearman, making his
F1race debut at 18 years and 305
days old, started in 11th place as
Ferrari's youngest rookie and
was a hugely impressive replace-
ment for Spaniard Carlos Sainz,
sidelined by appendicitis.

The youngest-ever British
Formula One driver was also the
66th driver since the start of the
championship in 1950 to score
on his debut.

Sainz, who underwent surgery
on Friday, was back at the track -
walking gingerly - to watch his
stand-in's extraordinary day of
glory.

Oscar Piastri was fourth for
McLaren, with Fernando Alonso
fitth for Aston Martin and
George Russell sixth for Mer-
cedes and the first of four British
drivers following each other
across the line.

McLaren’s Lando Norris was
eighth and seven-times world
champion Lewis Hamilton ninth
for Mercedes with Nico Hulken-
berg taking the final point for last
year's bottom team Haas.

The safety car was deployed
on lap seven after Aston Martin’s
Lance Stroll hit the wall and then
crashed into the barriers at turn
22. The Canadian walked away
unhurt as all but four drivers, in-
cluding Norris and Hamilton,
dived into the pits.

Mercedes yearns for Verstappen but prioritises car improvement

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - Mercedes
would do handstands to have
Red Bull's triple world champion
Max Verstappen driving for them
but first they need a car worthy of
his talents, team boss Toto Wolff
said on Saturday.

Verstappen has won 19 of the
last 20 races and took his second
of the Formula One season in
Saudi Arabia with an untroubled
run from pole position.

The Dutch driver's future has
been the subject of speculation,
despite Red Bull being way ahead
of the rest, after allegations by a
female team employee against
principal Christian Horner.

Toto Wolff

Horner has been cleared, after
denying the accusations, but re-
lations with Verstappen's father
Jos have frozen after the former
racer said the team risked being
torn apart if the Briton stayed at
the helm. “I'd love to have him
(Verstappen),” Wolff, who has a
vacancy for 2025 following Lewis

Hamilton's decision to move to
Ferrari, told reporters.

“But first we need to sort out
our car. | think we owe it to our
drivers George (Russell) and
Lewis to improve the car and give
them equipment that is good be-
fore dreaming about the future
next year.”

Asked if Verstappen was the
top target, Wolff replied: “This is
adecision that Max needs to take
and there is no team up and
down the grid who wouldn't do
handstands to have him in the
car." Verstappen has a contract
with Red Bull until 2028.

Wolff indicated there was no
rush to decide the 2025 driver
lineup.

“"We have a few interesting
options. The more we are able to
assess how the season pans out,
young drivers, slightly older ones,
that's not going to be a decision
which we want to take in the next
few weeks,” he said.

Djokovic wins on Indian Wells return

Indian Wells, California - Novak
Djokovic was pushed by Alek-
sandar Vukic but held on to win
his first match back in Indian
Wells after a five-year absence
on Saturday, as he looks to cap-
ture a record sixth title in the
California desert.

The world number one has
not competed at the tournament
since 20719 as he was unable to
enter the U.S. due to travel re-
strictions related to the COVID-
19 pandemic, but he received a
warm welcome from the fans on
hand for the 6-2, 5-7, 6-3 victory.

“It certainly does feel like
home," Djokovic said in an on-
court interview. “Five years is a
very long time for a tennis
player. They call this tournament
Tennis Paradise for a reason.

In his first match since falling
in the Australian Open semi-fi-
nals to eventual champion Jan-
nik Sinner in January, the
top-seeded Serbian looked
fresh, breaking serve in the
opening game and capturing the
first set with an ace.

The unseeded Australian
found the range with his power-

Novak Djokovic

ful forehand in the second set
and finally broke serve when
Djokovic's backhand up the line
narrowly missed its target.
Vukic fended off three break
points in the next game for a 3-
0 lead, but Djokovic would break
back with an exquisite drop shot
volley to break back and hold
serve for 3-3. But Djokovic's 12th
unforced error of the set brought

up set points, and Vukic ham-
mered a stunning return winner
to send the match to a third set.

In the decider, Djokovic
crushed a forehand of his own
that Vukic could not put back
into play for a break and 3-2 lead
he would not relinquish, hitting a
lob Vukic could not handle on
match point to advance to the
third round.

Earlier, American Taylor Fritz
put on a serving clinic to beat
Alejandro Tabilo 7-6(2), 6-2 in
their second-round contest.

The 2022 champion never
faced a break point and crushed
down his 14th ace on match
point to beat the Chilean under
sunny desert skies before a
crowd supporting the San Diego
native.

Sabalenka

Indian Wells, California - Aryna
Sabalenka saved four match
points in the third set and needed
four match points of her own in
the deciding set tiebreak to over-
come American Peyton Stearns
6-7(2), 6-2, 7-6(6) in a thrilling
second-round clash at Indian
Wells on Saturday.

Stearns was on the brink of the
biggest win of her career when
she led the reigning two-time
Australian Open champion 5-4
40-0 in the third set with most of
the 16,000 fans packed into Sta-
dium Court behind her.

But the world number two
came up with some gutsy returns
to stay in the match and, even
after appearing to hurt her ankle
late in the final set, stayed ag-
gressive in the tiebreak to book a
third-round meeting with Emma
Raducanu. “Wow, she's an unbe-
lievable player and she played
crazy tennis,” Sabalenka said of
Stearns. “At the net she said, ‘I
had you,” and she's right. | was
probably just a little bit lucky to
get this win."

Earlier, Coco Gauff overcame a
5-2 third-set deficit against un-

Aryna Sabalenka

seeded Frenchwoman Clara Burel
to emerge with a hard-fought 2-
6, 6-3,7-6(4) victory to reach the
third round. Third-seeded Gauff
came out tight, spraying errors
around the court and double
faulting on two break points in a
poor first set that Burel wrapped
up with an unreturnable serve.
The U.S. Open champion
stepped up her serving in the sec-

Oliver Bearman

Teenager
Bearman
makes dream
debut

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia -
British teenager Oliver
Bearman savoured a dream
debut for Ferrari on Satur-
day, making Formula One
history and being hailed as
Driver of the Day as well as
a talent for the future.

The Iltalian  team's
youngest-ever rookie, aged
18 years and 305 days,
started 11th and finished
seventh as a Saudi Arabian
Grand Prix stand-in for ap-
pendicitis-stricken Spaniard
Carlos Sainz. When he took
the chequered flag he had
Mclaren's Lando Norris,

previously Britain's
youngest-ever driver, and
Mercedes' seven times
world champion Lewis
Hamilton, the sport’'s most
successful, in his rear mir-
rors.

“| don't even know what
happened in the race,” he
told reporters as praise for
his efforts under the Jeddah
Corniche floodlights echoed
across the paddock. “It's
weird to not watch an F1
race. It's probably the first
F1 race | haven't watched
for a long time.

“I grew up watching
these guys fighting, it was
nice to share a track with
them. It was a pleasure to
have their recognition.”

The praise came from all
quarters, with Ferrari team-
mate Charles Leclerc - who
finished third - assuring re-
porters Bearman, the re-
serve who started the

weekend thinking only
about Formula Two, was
just getting started.

survives Stearns scare

ond set and moved into the court
to take time away from her oppo-
nent, using her speed to race
down a drop shot and level the
contest at a set apiece.

Burel raced out to a4-0 lead in
the third set, but serving for the
match up 5-3, it was 44th-ranked
player's turn to tighten up, and
Gauff pounced on her short balls
and tentative serves.
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OMAN WIN T20 SERIES

Hosts edge
Papua New
Guinea 2-1

Muscat - In a thrilling showdown
at the Oman Cricket Academy
ground in Al Amerat, hosts
Oman emerged triumphant in
the three-match T20I series
against Papua New Guinea
(PNG), securing a 2-1 victory on
Friday.

PNG showcased their formid-
able skills, pushing Oman to their
limits throughout the series.

Before the T20I face-off, both
teams had battled to a 1-1 draw
in the unofficial one-day interna-
tional series.

This series served as a valu-
able preparatory phase for
Oman's cricketers, gearing up for
significant upcoming challenges,
notably their participation in the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup, set
to be co-hosted by West Indies
and the US in June.

Oman's head coach, Duleep
Mendis, had the opportunity to
closely assess his squad's capa-
bilities, and he must be content
with their performance in the
three-match series with his ex-
perienced players coming good.

The decisive match on Friday
saw Mendis' men clinching the
series honours with a hard-
fought four-wicket victory, fol-
lowing the teams' 1-1 tie.

Notably, the team chasing the
target won all the matches in the
series.

In the opener, Oman secured
a three-wicket win, chasing
down the target with just three
balls to spare. PNG dominated

Khalid Kail, making his T20I debut, was the top run getter in the series for Oman

the second match, chasing down
the target with eight wickets and
four balls to spare.

In the final match, Oman's
Khalid Kail, making his T20I
debut in the series, played a piv-
otal role in guiding the hosts to
victory with an unbeaten 32 off
37 balls, as Oman successfully
chased down PNG's target of 127
with an over to spare.

Veteran all-rounder Mehran
Khan showcased his prowess in
the T20 format, contributing sig-
nificantly with both bat and ball,
including a crucial 19 runs off 17
balls, and notable performances
throughout the series.

The series opener witnessed
Oman's successful pursuit of a
target of 136, led by Kashyap
Prajapati's unbeaten half-century

(57*) and skipper Zeeshan Mag-
sood's stellar all-round display
that included 2/29 and a 36-ball
42.

Despite a strong comeback
from PNG in the second match,
Oman's performance in the se-
ries finale sealed their victory.

The second T20I saw PNG's
Sese Bau (65* off 57 balls) and
captain Assad Vala (51 off 41

balls) strike half-centuries as the
tourists scored 148/2 with four
balls to spare to chase down
Oman's 145/7. Kail was the top-
scorer for the hosts with 55 off
43 balls.

Kail emerged as a standout
performer for Oman, finishing as
the team'’s top-scorer with 88
runs, including a vital half-cen-
tury. Pacer Bilal Khan, who will
spearhead Oman'’s attack at the
World Cup, claimed the maxi-
mum of four wickets in the series
for 79 runs.

SCORES

PNG 136/6 (Assad Vala 40, Hiri
Hiri 34, Charles Amini 24; Zee-
shan Magsood 2-29, Bilal Khan
2-31, Mehran Khan 1-26) lost to
Oman 137/7 in 19.3 overs
(Kashyap Prajapati 57*, Zeeshan
Magsood 42, Pratik Athavale 14;
Chad Soper 3-26, John Kariko 2-
18, Jack Gardner 1-26). MOM:
Zeeshan Magsood.

Oman 145/7 (Khalid Kail 55,
Aqib llyas 28, Ayaan Khan 22%;
Alei Nao 3-15, Assad Vala 2-24,
Nosaina Pokana 2-32) lost to
PNG 148/2 in 19.2 overs (Sese
Bau 65*, Assad Vala 51, Tony Ura
17; Bilal Khan 1-19, Zeeshan Mag-
sood 1-25). MOM: Sese Bau.

PNG 127/6 (Hiri Hiri 53*, Assad
Vala 22, Chad Soper 17*; Aqgib
llyas 2-20, Mehran Khan 1-19,
Kaleemullah 1-27) lost to Oman
128/6 in 19 overs (Khalid Kail
32*, Mehran Khan 19, Agib llyas
18; Kabua Morea 2-26, Sese Bau
1-9, Alei Nao 1-25). MOM:
Khalid Kail.

India’s bench strength pleases Rohit Sharma

Dharamsala, India - India kept up
their enviable home record by
completing a 4-1 series victory
against England at Dharamsala
on Saturday, and captain Rohit
Sharma praised his side’s new-
comers for their contributions in
the absence of several frontline
players.

Of the five debutants India

fielded in the series, wicket-
keeper Dhruv Jurel, batters Sar-
faraz Khan and Devdutt Padikal
and seamer Akash Deep im-
pressed immediately.

"All of these guys have played
a lot of cricket even if they have
not got test experience and they
do understand how to play the
game,” Rohit said after India won

the fifth test inside three days in
Dharamsala.

“It's just that I've got to nur-
ture them. They responded very
well to pressure throughout the
series.”

The five were brought in as
batting stalwart Virat Kohli
missed the series for personal
reasons, seamer Mohammed

Shami was not available due to
injury and batter KL Rahul
missed the last four tests. All-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja also
missed the second in Visakhap-
atnam after he and Rahul were
injured in the opener in Hyder-
abad.

India still went on to register
their 17th consecutive test series

win at home, where they have
not lost a test series since an
Alastair  Cook-led England
bested them in 2012.

It was England's first series
defeat under captain Ben Stokes
and coach Brendon “Baz” Mc-
Cullum, who have championed
an ultra-aggressive approach to
test cricket.

Ravichandran Ashwin

Ashwin's reinvention
key to 500 wickets

New Delhi, India - India's
chess great Viswanathan
Anand took to social media
last week congratulating
Ravichandran Ashwin on the
cricketer's 100th Test and
asking if the spinner fancied a
game of chess with him.

The former five-time world
chess champion seeking a
battle of wits could hardly
have picked a more cerebral
opponent from the 15 mem-
bers of the India squad that
emphatically clinched a 4-1
series victory against England
on Saturday.

Ashwin, who finished the
series as its leading wicket-
taker, is known as a fussy per-
fectionist, who hates to be
predictable and frequently
tweaks his action, varies his
speed and alters the release
point to keep batters guessing.

The off-spinner, who at one
point tried leg spin in domestic
cricket to expand his reper-
toire, said a contemporary
bowler must constantly re-in-
vent himself to be relevant in
the era of video analyses.

“The batters are constantly
prepared and they can line you
up beautifully if you are the
same person that keeps com-
ing (at the batters),” Ashwin
said after India's innings vic-
tory in Dharamsala on Satur-
day.

“Sticking to one method

won't be good enough to dis-
miss batters. I'm not saying it
won't work, but thankfully, I'm
one of those who has experi-
mented, learnt, and it has
worked for me.

“I can't say this is the
method somebody else
should stick to but with all the
video footage and analysis
going on, it's better if you stay
on top of it.”

It was an eventful series for

RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

Ashwin, who claimed his
500th Test wicket in the third
match in Rajkot and abruptly
left the match to be with his
ailing mother in Chennai.

Admonished by her for
abandoning his team in the
middle of a match, Ashwin
soon returned to haunt the En-
glish batters and claimed his
36th five-wicket haul, the
most by an Indian, in his 100th
Test in the series finale in
Dharamsala.

SERVICES

Kailash Chander Jhinga Advo-
cate Oman provides services
for any person wishing to at-
tend conference/exhibition/
events/traning for education
abroad. We can provide you In-
vitation Letter.

WhatsApp: +968-77476640
email:
KCJHINGAADVOCATE5@gmail.com

SITUATION WANTED

Sri lankan teacher is looking for
suitable position in a school for
KG to primary students

Or any related office work.
71154958/
silvashalomi2002@gmail.com

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

o Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

* Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

B o

% ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR

wishes to

with your resident card copy

The most efficient and authentic

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,
Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi

Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com
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Planning your family
getaway for 20247
Well, hold on to your
hats because
Montenegro is the
hidden gem you’ve
been searching for

ucked away in Southeast
Europe, Montenegro packs
a big punch when it comes
to stunning landscapes,
friendly locals, and a whole
lot of adventure.

Whether you're into exploring historic
sites, relaxing by the Adriatic Sea, or try-
ing out mouthwatering local dishes,
Montenegro's got something for every
member of your family. So, buckle up and
dive into the reasons.

Diverse landscapes

Montenegro's diverse landscapes paint
a picture-perfect backdrop for your fam-
ily vacation. From golden beaches ca-
ressed by the Adriatic Sea to majestic
mountains and tranquil lakes, the

scenery caters to every taste.

Sunbathe on sandy shores, embark on
family-friendly hikes through lush green-
ery, or take a leisurely boat ride on crys-
tal-clear lakes - Montenegro ensures
there's always a stunning view to capti-
vate your family. And don't miss the op-
portunity to visit Kotor, a UNESCO
World Heritage site nestled between
towering mountains and the picturesque
Bay of Kotor.

To enjoy every moment, consider
booking private tours so your family can
fully explore this charming town's rich
history and hidden gems

Montenegro's warm hospitality is the
secret ingredient that turns a family va-
cation into an unforgettable experience.
The locals are known for their friendly
nature. They welcome visitors with open
arms, creating an atmosphere that feels
like a home away from home.

This warm embrace extends beyond
the tourist spots, offering your family a
genuine taste of Montenegrin life.

So, while exploring the stunning land-
scapes, don't forget to immerse your-
selves in the hospitality that truly sets
Montenegro apart, turning your vacation
into a heartfelt adventure.

Culinary adventures
Montenegro's culinary scene is a
delectable journey waiting to be savored,
making it a highlight of your family vaca-
tion. The city has charming local eateries
and family-run restaurants, where each
dish tells a story of the region.

Tantalise your taste buds with a de-
lightful fusion of Mediterranean and
Balkan flavours. You can also enjoy fresh
seafood along the Adriatic coast and
hearty meats seasoned with aromatic
herbs. Don't miss the chance to try local
specialties like smoked meat cuts and
grilled minced meat.

So, indulge in the flavours of Mon-
tenegro, and let your family’s culinary
adventure be a delicious exploration of
the rich cultural tapestry that this charm-
ing destination has to offer.

Adventure awaits

This pint-sized paradise packs a punch,
offering excitement for every member of
your family. Whether your tribe craves

thrills or seeks new horizons, this tiny
country has it all.

Zipline over canyons that'll make your
heart race, or delve into mysterious
caves with secrets waiting to be uncov-
ered. The landscape itself is an adventure
playground, with towering mountains
inviting you to conquer their peaks and
crystal-clear lakes beckoning for a
splash.

Families can bond over hiking trails
that wind through lush greenery or opt
for a boat ride, discovering hidden coves
along the stunning coastline. Montene-
gro is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts,
promising a vacation and a thrilling es-
capade where each moment is a chance
for a new discovery.

Budget-friendly

This city offers budget-friendly bliss for
families seeking an incredible vacation
without breaking the bank. This hidden
gem in Southeast Europe seamlessly
blends affordability with breathtaking
landscapes, cozy accommodations, and
delightful local eateries. Here, you can
enjoy a high-quality experience without
hefty price tags.

Cultural festivals

Montenegro’s cultural festivals and
events offer a kaleidoscope of experi-
ences, making your visit unforgettable.
The Montenegro Film Festival, set
against the stunning backdrop of Herceg
Novi, showcases international and do-

mestic cinematic gems, providing a cin-
ematic treat for film enthusiasts.

For music lovers, the Sea Dance Fes-
tival transforms the Adriatic coast into a
pulsating dance floor featuring world-
renowned artists and a lively atmo-
sphere. Don't miss out on the Kotor
Festival of Theatre for Children, a de-
lightful event that brings streets and
squares to life with captivating perfor-
mances that engage both young and old.

With this newfound knowledge, you
are now clear of your path to an unfor-
gettable experience in this Southeast Eu-
ropean gem - it's not just a destination,
it's an invitation to create timeless mem-
ories against a backdrop of beauty.
(Courtesy: successconsciousness.com)
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hen he was up,
he was up...when
he was down, he
was down. And
when he was
only half-way up,
his spirit remained neither up nor down!

The trek to the top Jabal Khoneh and
back - aka Sa'al Steps - around 30 minutes
away from Muscat, near the Rusayl indus-
trial area, is challenging, yet not a difficult
task. Hikers scale up and down this stretch
within 20-30 minutes every day.

What makes it interesting is the fact that
many people challenge their own potential
and fitness level by aiming to scale the
stretch in the shortest possible time or to do
it several times together to attain a record
of sorts for themselves.

While many athletes have done loops of
the Sa'al Steps 10-15 times at a stretch,
Hamed al Harthy, Oman'’s popular trail run-
ner, last week did so consecutively19 times,
within a timeframe of 29 hours, to create
one of the most ambitious records so far.
Initially, he had aimed to do 24 loops, but
had to stop after 19 on being advised not to
adversely affect his health.

“Life is meaningless without challenges -
one must set goals and strive hard to
achieve them. There will be plenty of chal-
lenges and reasons to turn back or give up,
but if one is determined, one can achieve
one's goal at least get nearest to it,” said
Hamed in an exclusive chat with Muscat
Daily after completing his latest challenge.

DREAM BIG

Known for participating and topping many
trail runs in Oman, the region, as well as dif-
ferent parts of the world, Hamed, at 65, has
a never-say-die attitude and has many new
targets before himself. As a piece of advise
to youngsters who look towards him for in-
spiration, he says, “One must always set
goals and strive to achieve them. Also, one
must dream big to be able to get good re-
sults.” In a lighter vein, he adds, “There is an
Omani saying - You can either wake up and
chase your goals or continue sleeping and
dreaming about your goals.”

Hamed admits that he took up this task
to challenge his own fitness level. And while
many others have accomplished targets of
scaling the Sa'al Steps several times on dif-
ferent occasions, he wanted to do it for a
maximum number of times at one go. Doing

JABAL KHONEH

ROMANCING

Hamed al Harthy. a spirited 65-vear-old trail runner has

accomplished a unique feat of scaling up and down the popular Sa’al Steps,

at Fabal Khoneh, on the outskirts of the capital near Rusayl, 19 times

not-stop within 29 hours. “IThere is an Omani saying — You can either

wake up and chase your goals or continue sleeping and dreaming about

your goals,” he tells Hubert Vas in an exclusive chat

it 24 times was not unachievable but, he ad-
mits, that his family members asked him to
stop after 19 loops as they didn't want him
to collapse with exhaustion.

About preparing for the task, Hamed
said, it involves 50 per cent mental prepa-
ration and 50 per cent physical fitness, the
former being most important. “If you are not
mentally prepared and convinced, it will be
a discouraging factor to make you stop
halfway,” he said, adding that most of his
achievements were a result of a strong con-
viction that he could do it against all odds.

MUCH TALENT, NO SUPPORT

The trek to Sa'al Steps is continuously uphill

+

One must always set
goals and strive to
achieve them. Also,

one must dream
big to be able to get
good results
HAMED AL HARTHY

for the entire length of the trek which is just
under 2km. It starts off as a dirt road wile
concrete steps appear around half-way up.
There are around 650 concrete steps lead-
ing to the top of the mountain and another
dirt track leading to the spot where a satel-
lite dish has been installed.

Normal fit persons can climb the Sa'al
Steps in around 30 minutes but it might be
slightly daunting for beginners who can do
so in 45 minutes. The distance from the foot
of the mountain to the top of the mountain
is 1.8km and 190m above sea level. It can be
reached via Rusayl after Falaj Sham.

Hamed points out that there is lot of tal-
ent in Oman for achieving many records as

THE SA’AL STEPS

athletes and trail runners, however, what is
lacking is able support from the corporate
sector. If companies are willing to back
youngsters, they can achieve much more in
many field which will bring laurels to Oman,
he asserts.

As the Sa'al Steps is close to Muscat,
Hamed's aim was to do this feat to encour-
age youngsters to take up similar ventures.
“| have been able to inspire many young-
sters during my feat, some of whom took up
similar challenges of doing 15-17 loops. But
there is no facility to record these tasks so
that achievements are documented for fu-
ture reference,” he said.

NOT LIKE A MARATHON

Now a seasoned trail runner, Hamed ex-
plained the difference between trail running
and regular running, like doing marathons,
saying, “The main difference is the fact that
marathons are done on flat roads in a time-
bound fashion while trail running is through
varied terrain, varied climatic conditions and
often spread over many days when condi-
tions change frequently and one has to keep
getting acclimatised on the way ahead.”

He also said that trail runs and solo expe-
ditions require the participant to keep plans
A, B and C ready to face unexpected chal-
lenges. Very often plans get altered and one
has to approach the journey via a new route,
making provision to handle eventualities.
Also one has to also carry extra clothing or
requisites for nutrition, hydration, medica-
tion and for other emergencies during a
change in weather conditions, like rain,
snowfall or extreme climate.

For the Sa'al Steps challenge, Hamed had
a support team waiting for him at the base
while some members, including his wife, ac-
companied him on some loops. There were
plans in place for his support team to come
in search of him, if he did not return in the
expected time on a particular loop, he said
adding that there were chances that one
could fall off the steps and go down the cliff,
especially during the night time.
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