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Global Soft Power Index 2024
has ranked Oman 49th, three
places down from 2023. 

Now in its fifth iteration, the
2024 edition examines the per-
ceptions of all 193 member states
of the United Nations for the first
time. The index is based on com-
prehensive fieldwork, with re-
sponses gathered from over
170,000 people across more
than 100 markets by UK-based
Brand Finance – an independent
brand valuation and strategy
consultancy. 

The United States is the most
influential soft power nation in
the world, followed by the United
Kingdom, China, Japan and Ger-
many making the top five. France
is sixth, followed by Canada,
Switzerland, Italy and the United
Arab Emirates - ranked tenth. 

In the GCC, UAE is the top
ranked country, followed by
Saudi Arabia (ranked 18th),
Qatar (21st), Kuwait (37th),
Oman (49th) and Bahrain (51st). 

The index incorporates a
broad range of measures includ-
ing: Familiarity - nation brands
which people know, and have
mental availability of, have
greater soft power; Reputation -
is this country deemed to have a

strong and positive reputation
globally?; Influence - the degree
to which a nation is seen to have
influence in the respondent’s
country as well as on the world
stage; and perceptions across
eight core soft power pillars -
Business and Trade, Governance,
International Relations, Culture
and Heritage, Media and Com-
munication, Education and Sci-
ence, People and Values, and
Sustainable Future. 

Oman has fallen in all three
measures, while it has improved
in soft power pillars like Media
and Communication, where it
has risen from 46th in 2023 to
40th in 2024, and Sustainable
Future from 53rd to 43rd this
year. It has maintained its posi-
tion in Business and Trade at
39th position and International
Relations at 35th. 

The greatest improvements in
the ranking over the past five it-
erations of the Index have been
recorded by the UAE (+13.8
points and eight ranks to tenth),
Saudi Arabia (+14.1 and eight
ranks to 18th), Qatar (+16.0 and
ten ranks to 21st), and Türkiye
(+14.3 and five ranks to 25th). 

‘All four are characterised by
conscious efforts to grow their
Soft Power through nation brand-
ing projects, diplomatic initiatives
and by hosting major events. The
Gulf nations especially, are seeing
enhanced Influence and Reputa-
tion as well as strengthening In-
ternational Relations and
Business and Trade credentials,
with the UAE receiving 10/10
marks and top position globally
on the key ‘strong and stable
economy’ attribute this year,’ the
report stated.
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The 2023 Muscat Breast Cancer
Incidence Report of Ministry of
Health (MoH) reveals an alarm-
ing increase in cases.

The statistics show that the
total number of breast cancer
cases recorded in Muscat was
2,458 in 2023, compared to 1,122
in 2022 - an increase of 119%.
The increase is a staggering
834% when compared to 263
cases in 2021.

In the sultanate, breast cancer
is the most common cancer
among women, followed by col-
orectal and thyroid cancers.

A statement issued by MoH,
said, ‘The Directorate-General of
Health Services in Muscat con-
firms an increase in the number
of women registered in the brea-
st cancer early detection pro-
gramme in Muscat governorate.’
The target group was women be-
tween 40 and 69 years.  

According to predictions of
WHO’s International Agency for
Research on Cancer, the number
of new cancer cases globally will
reach 35mn in 2050, 77% higher

than the figure in 2022. It cited
tobacco and alcohol consump-
tion, obesity and air pollution as
key factors in the predicted rise.

In response to this concerning
trend, MoH emphasises the im-
portance of raising awareness on
cancer causes and implementing
preventive measures. The min-
istry advocates  basic guidelines
to lower cancer risk, including re-
ducing alcohol consumption,
avoiding tobacco use, maintain-
ing a healthy body weight, and
consuming a diet rich in fruits and
vegetables, while limiting pro-
cessed meats.

MoH recommends regular
cancer screenings, particularly for
women aged 40 to 69, including
self-examination of breasts every
month and mammograms every
two years. ‘Early detection
through these screenings offers
the best chance of identifying
cancer before it spreads.’

It called for proactive mea-
sures to control cancer at an early
stage, emphasising the impor-
tance of awareness, lifestyle
changes and regular screenings
in combating the rise in breast
cancer cases in the sultanate.
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Breast cancer cases
rise 119% in Muscat

Israel begins aggression against Rafah: Palestinian Foreign Ministry
Rafah, Palestinian Territories -
The Palestinian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said on Tuesday that
the violent bombing launched by
the Israeli occupation on the city
of Rafah ‘is a serious beginning to
expand its crimes there’, despite
the presence of more than a mil-
lion displaced people. 

According to the ministry, Is-
rael's attacks on Rafah are daily
and systematic, resulting in the
destruction of homes and the
loss of numerous lives. ‘Israel
began its aggression on Rafah
without seeking permission from
anyone and without announcing
these, potentially to avoid inter-

national backlash.’
Furthermore, the ministry crit-

icised Israel for ignoring interna-
tional and American calls to
protect civilians and to ensure
their humanitarian needs are
met. This disregard for interna-
tional demands is seen as exac-
erbating the situation in Rafah.

The timing of Israel's escala-
tion in Rafah, coincides with the
visit of US Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken to the region.
Blinken had previously high-
lighted the absence of a serious
Israeli plan to protect civilians in
Rafah and called for immediate
action to address this issue.

The ministry condemned in
the strongest terms the brutal
and deadly bombardment by Is-
raeli forces against the Pales-
tinian people, particularly the
recent escalation that resulted in
numerous casualties and de-
struction of homes in Rafah.
Agencies
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The highly anticipated Ramadan
Cricket Tournament kicked off at
Pakistan School Muscat (PSM)
on the first Friday of this year's
Ramadan. Over 300 people, in-
cluding families, gathered to wit-
ness the event held after prayers
and iftar.

Four teams played on the first
day of the tournament which was
inaugurated by Bilal Hasan,
Deputy Head of Mission and
Head of Chancery of Pakistan
Embassy in Oman, and Ameer
Hanza, Chairman of PSM, in the
presence of school board mem-
bers and embassy officials. 

Syed Zaib Hassan, organiser
of the tournament and Head of
Protocols at the embassy, said,
“This is one of the most sought-

after events in Oman during Ra-
madan where we have cricketers
of various nationalities, including
Bangladeshis and Indians, partic-
ipating. Each innings consists of
eight overs. The matches will
continue till mid-Ramadan; the
date of the finals will be an-

nounced soon.”
The first match last Friday saw

Hadi XI take on SK 1010 Team,
while the second match featured
a Pakistan Embassy team play
against PSM. The school team
defeated the embassy team. It
scored 128 runs and successfully

defended its total, restricting the
embassy team to 97 runs.

Syed Jamil Zaidi, chief organ-
iser of the event, added, “This
year, a total of 22 teams have
registered for the tournament.
However, more are expected to
join as it progresses.” 

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

To engage the elderly in social
activities, Ihsaan Association or-
ganised a mass iftar on Saturday
for the seventh consecutive year,
under the theme ‘Our iftar to-
gether brings joy’.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Jokha Mohammed Khamis al
Farsi, head and founder of Ihsaan
Association, highlighted the sig-
nificance of the iftar initiative,
which aims to foster a sense of
responsibility among children to-
wards the elderly and raise
awareness in the community
about the importance of caring
for them.

“Over 130 elderly individuals
participated in the iftar, which
featured cultural competitions,
the distribution of gifts among
participants, and a video presen-
tation showcasing the associa-
tion's endeavours,” Jokha
informed.

She elaborated on the associ-
ation's efforts, emphasising its
commitment to conducting
awareness events in schools and
Omani Women's Associations,
as well as organising talks ad-
dressing the needs of the elderly.

“Ihsaan Association also
works to arrange foster families
for the elderly. Under this pro-
gramme, we have arranged
homes for over 1,000 individuals
across various wilayats. These
foster families serve as alterna-
tive support systems for elderly
individuals who have no children
or relatives to care for them, pro-
viding accommodation, food and

healthcare services as needed.” 
Additionally, the association

offers medical assistance at af-
fordable rates, including pros-
thetic limbs for those with
limited income.

It also provides free ambu-
lance services to facilitate the
transportation of elderly and dis-
abled individuals to hospitals for
regular check-ups and other
medical requirements. It has as-
sisted approximately 5,000 el-
derly persons in accessing
healthcare facilities across Oman

thus far.
Jokha affirmed the associa-

tion’s determination to expand
its awareness campaigns to in-
clude all wilayats of the sul-
tanate.

“Last week, the association, in
collaboration with the Ministry of
Social Development, signed an
agreement to construct a perma-
nent headquarters spread over
4,000sqm in Mabela, Seeb. We
hope to get support from private
companies in realising this initia-
tive.”
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The Ministry of Health (MoH)
has issued guidelines
for healthy iftar and
suhoor during the
holy month of
Ramadan.

In a state-
ment, the min-
istry emphasised
the importance of fol-
lowing the Sunnah of
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH)
by having a light iftar that in-
cludes dates and other nutri-

tional foods.
According to the guidelines,

individuals who fast should
break their fast with a meal be-

fore and after the
Maghrib prayer,

each served in
two bowls. 

MoH high-
lighted the need

of ensuring a bal-
anced nutritional

intake, including
soup, salad, starches,

legumes and meat.
To promote overall well-

being, the ministry advised

against excessive consump-
tion of sweetened juices dur-
ing the evening meal. It
encouraged drinking approxi-
mately three litres of water be-
tween iftar and suhoor.

For suhoor, MoH recom-
mended a meal rich in fibre,
vegetables, fruits and whole
grains, and suggested the in-
clusion of lentils, bananas,
dates and yogurt. 

'These guidelines aim to
support individuals in main-
taining a healthy and balanced
diet throughout the month of
Ramadan,' it stated.

Fajr
4.56am

Duhr
12.19pm

Asr
3.45pm

Maghrib
6.23pm

Isha
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MASS IFTAR HELD
TO BRING JOY TO
THE ELDERLY

MoH issues guidelines
for healthy iftar, suhoor

Much-awaited Ramadan Cricket
Tournament starts at PSM
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Muscat - H E Gen Sultan Mo-
hammed al Nu’amani, Minis-
ter of Royal Office, received 
H E Ana Escrogima, Ambas-
sador of the United States of
America to the Sultanate of
Oman, on Tuesday. During
the meeting, the two sides re-
viewed bilateral relations and
areas of joint cooperation.
They also discussed regional
issues of common concern.
The ambassador lauded the
strength of relations between
Oman and the US. 
ONA

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Promize,
an Omani company specialising
in customer data analysis and
multi-channel communication,
has announced its acquisition by
T2, a Saudi company leading in
research, business development
and digital transformation.

The acquisition agreement
was signed by Saif al Issaie, Co-
Founder and CEO of Promize,
and Mamdouh al Aqeel, CEO of
T2, in the presence of H E Dr Ali
al Shidhani, Undersecretary for
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology in the Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology, and an
accompanying Omani delega-
tion. The signing took place dur-

ing Oman’s participation in Leap
2024, a global tech conference
held in Riyadh, from March 4 to
7.

On the occasion, Issaie stated,
“The innovative technological so-
lutions and exceptional technol-
ogy built by Promize will
accelerate T2’s expansion pro-
cess, enabling it to serve a new
segment of customers and meet
their needs, focusing heavily on

enhancing user experience in ap-
plications.”

Promize was founded in 2022
and has achieved significant suc-
cess in the sector by building a
sophisticated and competitive
system distinguished by its ex-
ceptional capabilities to facilitate
analysis and communication op-
erations effectively.

On his part, Aqeel said, “Inte-
gration of Promize into our oper-

ations represents a turning point
for T2, aligning with our mission
to deliver exceptional value to our
customers.”

T2 provides technological and
software products and solutions
to facilitate business for promi-
nent government entities and pri-
vate companies in Saudi Arabia,
with revenues exceeding
SAR600mn in 2023.

Commenting on the acquisi-
tion, H E Shidhani said, “With the
maturity of the entrepreneurial
environment in the sultanate and
the growth of Omani startups,
expanding into regional and
global markets, we are pleased to
see Omani companies’ success
stories.”

Saudi firm T2 acquires Omani
data analysis startup Promize

Lecture sheds light on the 
shared maritime heritage of
Oman, Yemen and Morocco
Muscat - National Museum of
Oman organised a lecture titled
‘Maritime Heritage between the
Sultanate of Oman, Yemen and
Morocco: Similarities and Differ-
ences’ on Tuesday.

The lecture was presented by
Dr Yahya Latif Abdullah al Abali,
academic researcher at National
Institute of Archaeological Sci-
ences and Heritage in Morocco
and Assistant Professor of Cul-
tural Heritage at Hajjah Univer-
sity in Yemen.

The lecture addressed the
shared maritime heritage of the
three countries in both tangible
and intangible aspects, focusing

on Omani aflaj, Yemeni katzaims
and Moroccan khettaras, high-
lighting their technical, natural
and cultural characteristics, and
their roles in the development of
human societies. 

It also discussed the chal-
lenges these face, means of pre-
serving these, and geographical
similarities and differences re-
flected in the shared heritage of
Arab countries.

Khettaras are one of the old-
est traditional irrigation systems
concentrated in the southeastern
regions of Morocco, relying on
underground water channels to
bring water from highlands for ir-

rigation using the law of gravity.
Katzaims rely on a network of

underground channels dug in the
valleys for irrigation in a straight
horizontal line, connecting each
other openly on their edges, and
flowing downwards until reach-
ing solid ground. Katzaims are
usually concentrated in the
Sana'a basin area.

The lecture was organised
within the framework of bilateral
cultural cooperation between
Oman, represented by the Na-
tional Museum, and Morocco,
represented by its National Insti-
tute of Archaeological Sciences
and Heritage.

Gen Nu’amani
receives US
Ambassador 
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Dates import increase 22% in 2023
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Although Oman is ranked sec-
ond in the GCC and eighth glob-
ally in date production, it
imported dates valued at
RO11mn, marking a 22% in-
crease compared to
2022 figures.  

N a t i o n a l
Centre for
S t a t i s t i c s
and Infor-
m a t i o n
( N C S I )
data indi-
cates an in-
triguing trend
in Oman's date
market.

According to the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources, consumption
of dates among Omanis is high
owing to a dietary habit at-
tributed to the distinctive charac-
teristics and health benefits of

the fruit. 
Cultivation of date palms

takes precedence in Oman, with
approximately 9mn date palm
trees, representing 325 different
varieties. Date cultivation area
spans an estimated 62,000 fed-
dans (26,000 hectares), ac-

counting for 22% of
the total culti-

vated area. 
A national

strategy for
date palm
promotion
has led to a
substantial

increase in
production. In

2021, produc-
tion reached

374,000 tonnes, reflect-
ing a growth of 49% from 2005.
NCSI data showed further in-
crease to 377,066 tonnes in
2022, an increase of 2,734
tonnes from 2021.

Dakhliyah is the leading date

producer among the gover-
norates with 90,200 tonnes, fol-
lowed by North Batinah (57,923
tonnes) and South Batinah
(54,715 tonnes). Other signifi-
cant contributors include North
Sharqiyah (52,586 tonnes),
Dhahirah (46,204 tonnes), and
South Sharqiyah (30,237
tonnes).

The Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources,
through the Directorate-General
of Agricultural and Animal Re-
search, has introduced innova-
tive approaches to leverage
technology for date production,
including a pioneering technique
of pollination using liquid pollen
suspension offering a cost-effec-
tive and efficient alternative to
manual pollination. 

Drones are also employed in
date palm germination opera-
tions and pest control, showcas-
ing Oman's commitment to
incorporating modern technolo-
gies into agricultural practices.

Integration of Promize into our opera-
tions represents a turning point for T2,
aligning with our mission to deliver 
exceptional value to our customers
MAMDOUH AL AQEEL

REGIONAL WEATHER
Max      Min

Abu Dhabi 32 21

Doha 29 17

Kuwait City 23 14

Manama 24 18

Muscat 29 23

Riyadh 26 11

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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ROLLS-
ROYCE

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,770.28

Sensex 72,748.42

FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

India 215.42

Pakistan 726.30

Bangladesh 285.27

Philippines 144.50

Sri Lanka 793.54

*Rates as on March 19
Source: xe.com

World Bank to
provide $6bn to
Egypt in next 3
years
The World Bank Group

announced that it will provide

more than $6bn of support to

Egypt over the next three

years.

The amount includes $3bn

in financial support to the

government’s programmes

and $3bn for the private

sector that includes

mobilisation.

The programmes will

focus on increasing

opportunities for private

sector participation in the

economy, including through

the government’s Asset

Monetization Program,

strengthening the governance

of state-owned enterprises,

and improving the efficiency

and effectiveness of public

resource management.

The World Bank Group

said its current operational

portfolio of over $8bn in

Egypt consists of $6bn from

the International Bank for

Reconstruction and

Development, $1.9bn from

the International Finance

Corporation and $0.5bn from

the Multilateral Investment

Guarantee Agency.
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Oman crude price has climbed
to its highest level in the past
five months due to an improved
demand outlook in China, the
largest buyer of the sultanate's
oil. Oil prices also increased due
to supply fears amid rising ten-
sions in the Red Sea and
Ukrainian drone attacks on Rus-
sian oil refineries.

The price of the Oman Crude
Future Contract rose 0.9% to
$86.44 per barrel at the Dubai
Mercantile Exchange (DME) on
Tuesday, marking the highest
level since early October 2023.

According to the DME data,
the average price of Oman
crude for March delivery has
stabilised at $78.75 per barrel,
which is $1.54 per barrel higher
than February delivery price.

Oil prices rallied over 4% last
week as the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) raised its
forecasts on oil demand growth
this year, predicting a tighter
market in 2024. The Paris-
based agency raised its view on
oil demand growth in 2024 for a
fourth time since November
2023.

The IEA forecasts global oil
demand to grow more than ex-
pected due to the rising fuel
needs of ships rerouted away
from the Red Sea amid attacks
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels and a
brighter economic outlook in the
US and China.

In its monthly oil market re-
port released on Thursday, the
IEA made a 110,000 barrels per

day (bpd) upward revision of
global oil demand from its pre-
vious forecast as attacks by
Houthis in the Red Sea delay
supplies.

The IEA said world oil de-
mand is now forecast to in-
crease by 1.3mn bpd this year.

'Disruptions to international
trade routes in the wake of tur-
moil in the Red Sea are length-

ening shipping distances and
leading to faster vessel speeds,
increasing bunker demand,' the
agency said.

The oil market is also getting
a boost from China's positive
economic indicators. China this
week announced a 'faster-than-
expected acceleration' of indus-
trial production, the highest in
three years. For the first two

months of 2024, China's indus-
trial production grew 7% from
the same period last year,
boosting prospects for energy
demand.

China accounts for more than
90% of Oman’s total oil ship-
ments.

Oman's total oil exports
reached 26.2mn barrels in Jan-
uary 2024, of which China ac-
counted for over 96% of
volumes. The sultanate's oil ex-
ports constituted 83.9% of the
total volume of oil production,
which stood at 31.2mn barrels.

Oman's oil exports to China
grew 16.5% in January this year
to 25.2mn barrels compared to
the same period in 2023.
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Suhar Industrial City, affiliated
to the Public Establishment for
Industrial Estates (Madayn),
on Tuesday signed three in-
vestment contracts worth
RO2.4mn for projects special-
ising in plastic products, med-
ical devices, and mattresses.

Spanning across a total area
of 16,900 sqm, these projects
aim at delivering high-quality
goods using state-of-the-art
technology, catering to both
local and international markets
while boosting the national
economy.

The first investment con-
tract, valued at RO1mn, was

inked with Ammar Interna-
tional Furniture for a project
spanning an area of 7,200
sqm.

The second contract was
signed with Al Eman for Trade
and Investment to establish a
project focused on manufac-
turing plastic products from
non-hazardous waste across
4,700 sqm, with an invest-
ment of RO850,000. 

The third agreement, with
Quality Medical Supply, in-
volves establishing a manufac-
turing unit for instruments and
appliances for medicine and
surgery, and veterinary
medicine, covering 5,000 sqm
and backed by an investment
of RO550,000.

Suhar Industrial
City signs three 
investment deals

Muscat – The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) announced that
the total issuance of government
treasury bills this week
amounted to RO70mn. 

The value of the allotted trea-
sury bills amounted to RO5mn,
for a maturity period of 28 days.
The average accepted price
reached RO99.615 for every
RO100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price also arrived at
RO99.615.

The value of the allotted trea-
sury bills amounted to
RO28.6mn, for a maturity period
of 91 days. The average accepted
price reached RO98.734 for

every RO100, and the minimum
accepted price arrived at RO
98.705.

The value of the allotted trea-
sury bills amounted to
RO36.4mn, for a maturity period
of 182 days. The average ac-
cepted price reached RO97.446
for every RO100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
RO97.430.

The interest rate on the repo
operations with the CBO is
6.00% while the discount rate
on the Treasury Bills Discounting
Facility with the central bank is
6.50%.
ONA

CBO issues RO70mn treasury bills 

Oman crude price climbs to
highest level in 5 months

The price of the Oman Crude Future
Contract rose 0.9% to $86.44 per 
barrel at the Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME) on Tuesday, 
marking the highest level since 
early October 2023
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Tokyo, Japan – The Bank of
Japan (BOJ) on Tuesday
scrapped its negative interest
rate policy in its first rate hike in
17 years, overhauling the central
bank's unprecedented monetary
easing framework of the past
decade that aimed to end defla-
tion.

The BOJ decided at a two-day
meeting to guide short-term in-
terest rates within a range of zero
and 0.1%, judging that its goal of
attaining stable 2% inflation is "in
sight."

The symbolic move signals
that the BOJ is gravitating toward
policy normalisation that ana-
lysts still expect to be slow at
best, with the central bank saying
financial conditions will remain
"accommodative." The decision
was not unanimous, with two of
the nine board members op-
posed.

The departure from the nega-
tive rate policy means higher bor-
rowing costs for companies and
households but a boost in the
profitability of commercial banks
and other financial institutions.

Since 2016, the BOJ has set
short-term interest rates at
minus 0.1%, making it less at-
tractive for financial institutions
to leave excess funds at the cen-
tral bank. The goal was to prompt
commercial banks to increase
lending and investment in order

to rejuvenate the economy.
The Policy Board also decided

to scrap its yield cap programme,
under which long-term interest
rates have been at extremely low
levels, and end its purchases of
assets such as exchange-traded
funds.

"It came into sight that the
price stability target of two per
cent would be achieved in a sus-
tainable and stable manner," the
BOJ said in a post-meeting state-
ment.

The monetary easing frame-
work, which involved a negative
rate and yield curve control pro-

gramme, has "fulfilled" its role,
the bank said.

Despite the removal of the
yield cap, the central bank will
continue to buy long-term
Japanese government bonds in
"broadly the same quantities as
before" when bond yields rise
sharply.

While cost-push inflation may
be a major factor in accelerating
wage growth, it is viewed as a
critical development for Japan to
ensure a virtuous cycle of pay
and price hikes.

The BOJ expects the Japanese
economy to continue to recover

moderately, though economists
point to weak domestic demand,
especially private consumption.
Japanese firms have robust cap-
ital investment plans and the
focus is on whether they will ma-
terialise.

Heading into the latest policy
meeting, BOJ board members
have sounded more confident
about the probability of achieving
two per cent inflation, supported
by wage growth.

The preliminary reading of a
5.28% pay hike offered by
Japanese firms on average during
this year's labour-management

negotiations has apparently
boosted hopes for a virtuous
cycle of pay and price increases.
The pace is the fastest in over
three decades.

BOJ chief Kazuo Ueda had in-
dicated that the negative rate
policy and yield control pro-
gramme would be reviewed
when the inflation goal came into
view. Still, he shot down expecta-
tions that the central bank would
raise rates rapidly, saying finan-
cial conditions will remain ac-
commodative.

The BOJ's persistence with
ultra-low rates sharply weakened
the yen as its global counterparts
rushed to raise rates to fight
surging inflation.

The yen fell against the US
dollar shortly after the BOJ's de-
cision. A weak yen cuts both
ways, as it boosts import costs
for resource-scarce Japan but
can be a boon to exporters by in-
flating their overseas earnings in
yen terms.

Market participants also pay
close attention to the outlook for
US monetary policy. The Federal
Reserve is scheduled to hold a
two-day policy-setting meeting
starting Tuesday, and analysts
expect it to end its aggressive
monetary tightening to fight
soaring inflation and start cutting
rates sometime this year.
[Source: Kyodo News]

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Abu Dhabi
National Oil Company (ADNOC)
and Berlin-based SEFE Securing
Energy for Europe inked a long-
term deal for the delivery of 1mn
tonnes per annum (mntpa) of liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG), both
companies announced.

The LNG will come from
ADNOC’s lower-carbon Ruwais
LNG project, currently under de-
velopment in Al Ruwais Industrial
City, Abu Dhabi. Deliveries are
expected to start in 2028, upon
the commencement of the facil-
ity’s commercial operations,
ADNOC said in a statement.

SEFE said the agreement “is
contingent upon a final invest-
ment decision (FID) on the pro-
ject, including regulatory
approvals, and the negotiation of
a definitive sales and purchase
agreement between the two
companies.”

Commenting on the deal,
Fatema al Nuaimi, executive vice
president of downstream busi-
ness management at ADNOC,
said, “This LNG agreement, the
first with a European company

from the Ruwais lower-carbon
LNG project, underscores
ADNOC’s position as a reliable
and responsible global energy
provider.”

“Gas accounts for almost a
quarter of Germany's primary en-
ergy use, and we look forward to
supporting its efforts to diversify
its energy sources and enhance
its energy security,” Nuaimi
added.

For his part, Egbert Laege,
CEO of SEFE, said, “We are de-
lighted to be the first European
company to secure LNG volumes
from ADNOC’s low-carbon
Ruwais LNG project and look for-
ward to this deal being the foun-
dation for more enhanced
collaboration in LNG and low-
carbon alternatives.”

Frederic Barnaud, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of SEFE’s Marketing
& Trading department, said the
deal marks a new chapter in the
five-year partnership between
SEFE and ADNOC with the joint
exploration of low-carbon energy
developments.
Anadolu Agency

A file photo shows pedestrians walking in front of the Bank of Japan headquarters in Tokyo

Washington, US – Uncertainties
remain as to when the US Fed-
eral Reserve will start its interest
rate cuts, with the course of in-
flation in the US and the presi-
dential elections expected to
affect a possible rate cut cycle.

According to experts, as re-
ported by Anadolu Agency, the
Fed will keep its interest rates
unchanged at its March confer-
ence, while there is still uncer-
tainty caused by mixed signals
from macroeconomic data on
when the bank will start cutting
rates.

The US Consumer Price Index
(CPI) increased 0.4% month-on-
month in February, within expec-
tations, while it exceeded market
forecasts with an increase of
3.2% on an annual basis.

The Producer Price Index
(PPI) hiked 0.6% on a monthly
basis, and 1.6% year-on-year in
February, exceeding expecta-
tions.

The Core PPI, which excludes
volatile food and energy prices,
also outperformed forecasts, ris-
ing 0.3% month-on-month, and
2% on an annual basis in the
same period.

“Inflation is running too hot for
the Fed to be confident that
they’re going to achieve their tar-
get of 2%,” Chris Rupkey, chief
economist at FWD Bonds, told
Anadolu Agency.

He stated that the Fed may
take one of the three interest cuts
foreseen for this year off the table
due to the high inflation. “The
presidential election is ahead as
well and although policymakers
traditionally say they're not polit-
ical, I think they would have to be
brave to venture out and cut in-
terest rates at the September
meeting before the November
elections,” he said.

“I can't recall any other Fed in
recent economic history that has
cut rates so close to a presiden-
tial election so maybe we still get
one rate cut in June if the
monthly inflation reports cool
off,” he added.

Rupkey mentioned that Fed
officials signaled that they are in
no hurry, and that there could be
a rate cut at the December meet-
ing this year post-elections,
adding that the Fed could end the
year with a 5% interest rate.

“The FOMC (Federal Open
Market Committee) needs to
see more data to gain confidence
that inflation is heading sustain-
ably toward its 2% target,” Philip
Marey, Senior US Strategist at
Rabobank, told Anadolu Agency.

Marey said they continue to
estimate that the first interest
rate cut will be in June, though
the risk that the Fed will start
later than June has also in-
creased.

Inflation, US elections
expected to affect
Fed’s rate cut cycle

US Federal Reserve headquarters in Washington, DC

UAE, Germany agree
on 15-year LNG deal

Japan raises interest rates
for first time in 17 years



06      MUSCAT DAILY      WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2024

NATION PLUS

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial institution in the Sultanate of
Oman, organised a seminar for
entrepreneurs titled ‘Your Com-
pany on Autopilot’ presented by
Ahmed Nadom, an en-
trepreneurial consultant. The
seminar was attended by a num-
ber of Bank Muscat officials and
Najahi Business Banking cus-
tomers in Muscat. 

During his opening speech,
Saleh Mohammed al Maaini,
Deputy General Manager - Cap-
ital Regions, Bank Muscat, said,
“Business landscape in Oman is
offering various opportunities to
support the work of Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and
encourage them to implement
new initiatives and ideas to con-
tribute in enhancing the sector. 

“Bank Muscat is keen to pro-
vide financial services and facili-
ties and implement training
programmes and seminars to
continue supporting en-
trepreneurship. I would like to
take this opportunity to extend
my sincere appreciation to Na-
jahi customers for their continu-
ous participation in the bank’s
events and for their confidence in

the services and products of-
fered to SMEs.”

Ahmed Ndoom, an en-
trepreneurial consultant, hold a
workshop titled ‘Your Company
on Autopilot’. It focused on how
business owners can increase
their employees’ productivity
and focus on expanding their
business. To ensure business
continuity, 3 fundamental points

need to be implemented, namely
a clear business structure, clear
tasks and written processes, and
a weekly meeting to discuss top-
ics and plans. The speaker em-
phasised on the importance of
enhancing problem solving skills
in managers as it is an essential
leadership characteristic.   

Bank Muscat realises the im-
portance of SMEs and works to

enhance its role in supporting the
sector. One step taken in this re-
gard is the inauguration of Najahi
Business Banking in 2014 to sup-
port SMEs by providing a suite of
financing options. The products
and services provided are de-
signed to help these enterprises
grow and thrive in their business,
thus creating a positive impact
on the community. 

By providing tailor-made fi-
nancial and non-financial solu-
tions as well as handholding
small businesses in their en-
trepreneurial journey, Bank Mus-
cat’s Najahi Business Banking is
helping many Omani nationals,
especially the youth, to establish
themselves as a strong economic
force that contributes substan-
tially to the economy.

Celebrating two decades of mak-
ing an effective contribution for
good, Ooredoo kicked off its
20th Goodwill Journey, one of
the telco’s flagship and commu-
nity-led Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility initiatives. 

Every year during Ramadan,
volunteers travel across Oman to
upgrade the worlds of communi-
ties and citizens, including
women, youth, and people with
disabilities, by driving sustain-
able change and partnering with
local stakeholders to make a real
difference to everyday lives. This
year, the celebratory send-off
from Muttrah took place under
the auspices of Sayyid Saud bin
Hilal al Busaidi, Governor of
Muscat. Originally launched in
2004 to support communities
during Ramadan, the Goodwill
Journey is part of the company’s
broader CSR Programme.

Bassam al Ibrahim, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer at Ooredoo, said
“Over the past two decades,
Ooredoo’s Goodwill Journey has
been based on turning good in-
tentions into action. Every year,
volunteers travel thousands of
kilometres across Oman to cre-
ate a positive, long-term and
measurable impact on our com-
munities. As we focus on sus-
tainability, we can measure the
progress we have made in
achieving our purpose, which is
to upgrade the worlds of Omani

people while fostering sustain-
able growth by making effective
contributions to society.” 

Through various projects
across three main focus areas:
People & Society, Economy &
Development, and Sustainable
Environment, Ooredoo aims to
provide people with the knowl-
edge, skills and/or means to im-
prove their lives in both big and
small ways. The Goodwill Jour-

ney 20 will centre on social de-
velopment, education and train-
ing, digital projects and
empowerment. 

The specific themes include
‘A Digital Lifestyle in Education
and Training’, ‘Youth, Women,
and Small Office/Home Office
(SoHo)’, ‘Environment’, ‘People
with Disabilities and Special
Needs’, and ‘Community-Wide
Support projects’.

Ooredoo marks 20 years
of ‘Goodwill Journey’

Bank Muscat organises seminar for
Najahi Business Banking Customers 

Oman Arab Bank (OAB) has
launched its Ramadan Auto Loan
Campaign for 2024 which will be
running throughout the holy
month. 

Carefully designed to simplify
car ownership with industry-
leading financing options and ex-
clusive benefits, the campaign
promises customers speed, ser-

vice, and convenience. OAB cus-
tomers can also instantly apply
for the auto loan with a click of a
button through the OAB app.

In addition to its competitive
interest rates starting from 3.9%
per annum, OAB’s Ramadan
Auto Loan offers the highest fi-
nancing tenure in the market of
up to ten years on new and pre-

owned cars. Customers will also
be able to enjoy flexible payment
options, allowing them to pur-
chase now and start paying three
months later. They will enjoy
complimentary third-party insur-
ance for the first year. As an extra
perk, customers will also receive
a fuel card worth RO50 alongside
numerous other benefits.

“We are delighted to offer our
valued customers these excep-
tional auto loan options during
the holy month of Ramadan,”
said Khalid al Amri, Acting Chief
Retail Banking Officer. “Our goal
is to make car ownership more
affordable and enhance our cus-
tomers’ lives with unmatched fi-
nancial solutions and benefits.”

OAB mobile app brings unmatched Ramadan deals



The Royal Opera House Muscat
launched its first Ramadan con-
cert series with a captivating per-
formance by the Ibn Arabi
Ensemble from Morocco, along-
side Oman’s very own Al Zawya
Ensemble. The event, held at the
Royal Opera House of Musical
Arts, offered a deeply immersive

evening in Sufi chanting, foster-
ing a profound connection with
the audience.

Established in 1988 in the vi-
brant city of Tangier, the Ibn
Arabi Ensemble stands as one of
the oldest Sufi groups in exis-
tence, celebrated for their mas-
tery of Sufi instrumental and

chanting traditions. During the
performance, the Moroccan en-
semble focused on popular well-
known tunes, with songs from
famous Sufi poems by well-
known figures such as Ibn Arabi,
Ibn al Farid, Rabi’a al Adawiya,
Abu al Najib Suhrawardi, and
others. 

In a beautiful display of cul-
tural harmony, the Al Zawya En-
semble of Oman joined forces
with the Moroccan ensemble,
creating a unique two-part con-
cert. 

The near sold-out concert
marked the debut of ROHM’s
Ramadan concert series, promis-
ing a culturally enriching experi-
ence for audiences. This series
aims to bring together various
regional artists in collaboration
with local Omani artists creating
a profound connection through

music during the holy month of
Ramadan. 

In the next few weeks, ROHM
will welcome renowned artists
such as the Mawlawiyyin and
Levantine Religious Chants
Group of Syria, accompanied by
the talented Khalid al Araimi on
March 25, followed by Ali el Hel-
bawy and Oman’s own Sami Al-
subhi on April 1. 

Both upcoming concerts will
be held at the Royal Opera
House of Musical Arts, starting
at 9.30pm.

ROHM launches its Ramadan Concert series

The world of videography and
filmmaking is constantly evolv-
ing, with new technologies push-
ing the boundaries of what’s
possible. The latest of these
technologies is 8K resolution
video which offers a new level of
detail and clarity that was previ-
ously unimaginable. With 8K,
filmmakers and videographers
can capture images - both above
and below sea level - in incredi-
ble precision and realism, giving
TV viewers a truly immersive
viewing experience.

Meet Pawel Achtel, a world-
renowned professional in under-
water cinematography with a
career spanning over 35 years
and more than 5,000 dives rang-
ing from the equator to Antarc-
tica. The filmmaker’s extensive
diving experience informs his
cinematographic work - which
has captured the attention of in-

dustry leaders such as National
Geographic, BBC and Discovery
- providing a unique perspective
on life underwater and highlight-
ing his expertise in designing and
producing advanced cinematog-

raphy equipment. He was also
involved in capturing 8K resolu-
tion underwater sequences for
Avatar: The Way of Water.

Samsung Newsroom sat
down with Pawel Achtel to dive

into the details of underwater
cinematography and explore how
Samsung’s Neo QLED 8K lineup
is reshaping the landscape for
filmmakers and viewers at home. 

In fields like underwater cine-

matography, where visuals mat-
ter most, Samsung’s Neo QLED
8K is indispensable. Not only
does it help viewers feel im-
mersed in the scene, but it is also
vital for filmmakers to assess un-
derwater footage.

Due to variables like ocean
currents and light refraction,
filming underwater in true 8K
quality can be difficult. “But,
when all the circumstances line
up, the results are breathtaking,”
shared Achtel.

While advanced technologies
like submersible lenses assist in
capturing these shots, Neo QLED
8K - known for its high resolution
and clarity - allows filmmakers
like Achtel to closely examine
even the smallest details of un-
derwater scenes. This close look
helps improve sharpness and
other aspects of image quality
after filming.

The Department of Culture and
Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu
Dhabi) has announced the return
of the 6th edition of Manarat Al
Saadiyat community event, Ra-
madan Arcade, set to take place
fro march 21 to 31 from 9pm to
2am. 

Ramadan Arcade became the
go-to event for many of Abu
Dhabi’s youth and residents, em-
bracing the spirit of community
and togetherness during the holy
month. It offers diverse elements
of art, culture and entertainment
to offer an enriching and memo-
rable experience. 

For the first time this year, Ra-
madan Arcade will introduce a
ladies-only experience by The
Pink Majlis Community that will
be hosting a variety of work-
shops and gaming tournaments. 

The event’s main stages will
showcase a diverse array of mu-
sical performances, including

daily sessions and a special Ra-
madan concert by Bait al Oud.
Additionally, attendees can
enjoy a traditional Malid perfor-
mance and a series of instru-
mental showcases presented by

The Fridge Entertainment.
A captivating performance ti-

tled 'Majeediyat' a series of in-
strumental reinterpretations of
Abdul Majeed Abdallah’s re-
newed songs directed by Row-

dha al Sayegh along with Musi-
cian and Qanun Player Odai al
Suliman. Popular Arab comedi-
ans will add humour to the event
during a comedy night hosted by
808 Entertainment, featuring co-

medians Mina Liccione, Ali al
Sayed, Abz Ali, and Abdullah al
Qassab. 

Abu Dhabi Gaming will intro-
duce exclusive Emirati-made
board games for visitors of Ra-
madan Arcade, along with VR
stations by Pixoul Gaming. Addi-
tionally, there will be a selection
of classic arcades and board
games, as well as the Arcade’s
renowned FIFA and Carom tour-
naments. 

The Arcade will feature as well
an interactive photobooth by
Concept. Abd, offering visitors a
chance to capture Instagram-
worthy moments. Additionally, a
collective of emerging local
artists will be joining us this year
hosting workshops and showcas-
ing their upcoming projects
under their studio ‘Studio Unti-
tled’, providing attendees with a
glimpse into the vibrant creativity
of our community.

Underwater cinematographer Pawel Achtel 
explores new era of high-resolution filmmaking

Ramadan Arcade at Manarat Al Saadiyat returns
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The Al Zawya Ensemble of Oman
joined forces with the Moroccan
ensemble, creating a unique two-
part concert. The near sold-out 
concert marked the debut of
ROHM’s Ramadhan concert series

Building on its successful 2023
debut, Vodafone Oman is bring-
ing back its ‘Steps for Goodness’
this Ramadan with bigger impact
for customers and the commu-
nity through My Vodafone App.
Founded on a simple yet pro-
found concept, the initiative aims
to foster a culture of healthy living
using technology by converting
steps into good deeds in partner-
ship with Al Rahma Association.

With more than 560mn steps
converted to renovate underpriv-
ileged homes in 2023, Vodafone
Oman is determined for the
2024 chapter of the campaign to
give ‘more’ back through several
creative new features centred on
walking, community comradery
and digital content. As such, and
in addition to counting their own
steps, customers are encouraged
to join with families, friends, and
communities to double their
points and make a bigger differ-
ence. A testament to its digital
leadership, Vodafone Oman has
also introduced podcast content
to the campaign, offering cus-
tomers the opportunity to listen,
learn, walk and double their
points yet again; all through the
My Vodafone App. 

“Steps for Goodness is a cam-
paign very close to our hearts,
and a reflection of who we are
and what we stand for as a brand
and as people,” said Usama Ab-
dullah al Saifi, Vodafone Oman’s
Brand Manager. 

“At Vodafone Oman, we be-
lieve in the joint power of collec-

tive action and technology to
drive positive change and after
the overwhelming feedback and
participation in its inaugural year,
we are proud to be bringing back
Steps for Goodness with more
opportunities, more steps and
more goodness. The result is the
introduction of family and group
step counts and the incorpora-
tion of podcasts to the campaign.
That’s not all, we have also tied
up with 15 Omani influencers to
amplify this collective impact.”

He added, “Another new ad-
dition this year, is how and when
we are spreading the goodness.
Tying up with Al Rahma Associ-
ation, we will be donating funds
raised on a weekly basis to one
of four programs starting with
support for people with special
needs, and including Gaza relief
aid, Eid donations for underpriv-
ileged families and emergency
support for individuals who have
fallen into financial crisis through
the Fak Kurba programme.” 

Vodafone Oman’s
‘steps for goodness’
returns with more

Steps for Goodness
is a campaign very
close to our hearts,
and a reflection 
of who we are and
what we stand 
for as a brand 
and as people
USAMA 
ABDULLAH AL SAIFI
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California, US - SpaceX an-
nounced on Monday evening
that it successfully launched 22
more Starlink internet satellites
into orbit, marking another mile-
stone in the American com-
pany’s history.

SpaceX shared a video of the
Falcon 9 rocket’s launch to its of-
ficial X account, captioned
‘Liftoff!’

At precisely 7.28pm
(0228GMT), the workhorse Fal-
con 9 rocket launched from
Space Launch Complex 4 East at
Vandenberg Space Force Base in
California.

This launch was significant

because it was the 10th flight for
SpaceX’s first-stage booster,
demonstrating the company’s
commitment to reusable space
exploration technology, the firm
said in a statement posted on its
website.

After completing its mission,
the booster made a smooth
homecoming to Earth, landing on
the ‘Of Course I Still Love You’
droneship stationed in the vast
expanse of the Pacific Ocean.

With this launch, the constel-
lation of Starlink satellites con-
tinues to expand, aiming to
revolutionise global connectivity
through high-speed, low-latency

internet coverage.
This veteran booster has a

track record of hauling payloads,
having previously supported
missions for the US Space Devel-
opment Agency and several
other Starlink launches.

Notably, this operation
marked SpaceX’s 26th mission
of the year, further solidifying its
position as a leader in the space
industry.

Last Friday, SpaceX success-
fully deployed an additional 23
satellites, demonstrating the
company’s remarkable capabil-
ity. The Starlink project, made up
of over 5,000 satellites, is a bold

attempt to bridge the digital di-
vide and provide internet access
to underserved communities
around the world.

Among these accomplish-
ments, SpaceX’s Starship stands
out as the pinnacle of engineer-
ing excellence, claiming the
prestigious title of the world’s
largest and most powerful space
rocket.

As SpaceX continues to push
the boundaries of space explo-
ration, each launch serves as a
testament to human ingenuity
and the relentless pursuit of
progress in the cosmos.
Anadolu Agency

SpaceX launches 22 more Starlink satellites into orbit

SpaceX shared a video of the Falcon 9 rocket’s launch to its official X account, captioned ‘Liftoff!’

Kamala Harris calls Trump ‘threat’ to
democracy, fundamental freedoms

Washington, DC, US - US Vice
President Kamala Harris has
called former president Donald
Trump a ‘threat’ to democracy
and fundamental freedoms and
vowed to restore Roe v Wade,
protect voting rights and address
gun violence issues.

In a post on X, Kamala Harris
stated: “Donald Trump is a threat
to our democracy and funda-
mental freedoms. President
@JoeBiden and I will restore Roe,
protect voting rights, and finally
address our gun violence epi-
demic. The contrast could not be
clearer.”

US President Joe Biden’s cam-
paign spokesperson, James
Singer, said that Trump ‘wants

another January 6’ after the for-
mer president on Saturday said
that there would be a ‘bloodbath’
in the country if he lost the up-
coming polls, reported CNN.

Condemning his statement,
Singer emphasised that the US
people would not make him win
the presidential elections.

“American people are going to
give him another electoral defeat
this November because they
continue to reject his extremism,
his affection for violence, and his
thirst for revenge,” Singer said.

Addressing a rally near Ohio’s
Dayton, Trump said: “We’re
going to put a 100% tariff on
every single car that comes
across the line, and you’re not
going to be able to sell those guys
if I get elected,” Trump said in
Vandalia, Ohio. “Now, if I don’t
get elected...it’s going to be a
bloodbath for the country,”
Politico reported.

It was not clear what Trump
exactly meant by his remarks, as
the former president was com-
plaining about the automobile in-
dustry. Addressing the crowd, he
said China will not be able to sell
any vehicles imported to the US
if he gets re-elected, Politico re-
ported. Now, the US vice presi-

dent’s statement comes days
after Biden and Trump have se-
cured the Democratic and Re-
publican presidential
nominations, respectively, set-
ting up a rematch with each
other, according to CNN.

On March 7, Biden vowed to
restore Roe v Wade as the law of
the land. In his State of the Union
address, he said: “If you, the
American people, send me a
Congress that supports the right
to choose, I promise you I will re-
store Roe v. Wade as the law of
the land again.”

He called on US lawmakers to
guarantee the right to IVF across
the nation. He thanked Kamala
Harris for defending reproductive
freedom. Biden blamed Trump
for overturning Roe v Wade.

“To my friends across the
aisle, don’t keep this waiting any
longer. Guarantee the right to
IVF. Guarantee it nationwide.
Like most Americans, I believe
Roe v Wade got it right. I thank
Vice President Harris for being an
incredible leader defending re-
productive freedom and so much
more,” Biden said.

“My predecessor came to of-
fice determined to see Roe v
Wade overturned. He’s the rea-
son it was overturned, and he
brags about it. Look at the chaos
that has resulted,” he added.

In his State of the Union ad-
dress, Biden spoke on curbing
gun violence.
ANI

10 people
killed in Haiti
in gang 
violence
Port-au-Prince, Haiti - At
least 10 people were killed
in a suburb of Haiti’s capital
on Monday as tensions
continued to rise in the
Caribbean nation.

They died in an exchange
of gunfire between armed
gangs in Petion-Ville on the
outskirts of Port-au-Prince,
according to local media.
Haitian police said that se-
curity forces had nothing to
do with the incident.

Haiti has been struggling
with gang violence and po-
litical instability for years.
The situation dramatically
deteriorated in recent
months, with kidnappings,
killings, armed robberies
and other violent crimes be-
coming commonplace.

The rampant instability
has further exacerbated an
exodus of migrants from
Haiti, and Prime Minister
Ariel Henry resigned last
week after fleeing the island
nation for Puerto Rico.

Since February 29, sev-
eral neighbourhoods in
Port-au-Prince  have been
targeted by increased
armed attacks.
Anadolu Agency

The US VP
said she and
Joe Biden will
protect voting
rights, and
address gun
violence
epidemic

The US vice president’s statement
comes days after Biden and Trump
secured the Democratic and 
Republican presidential 
nominations, respectively

US Vice President Kamala Harris

US Supreme Court again blocks Texas
from implementing immigration law
Washington, DC, US - The US
Supreme Court on Monday
blocked Texas from implement-
ing immigration law that would
enable state officials to arrest and
detain people they suspect of en-
tering the country illegally, CNN
reported.

Justice Samuel Alito has is-
sued the order as he oversees the
matters arising from the appeals
court that is currently considering
the case. 

The order issued by Justice
Alito does not include an expira-
tion date for the stay. The stay
will continue to remain in place
while the court considers emer-
gency appeals from the Biden ad-
ministration and others, who
want the justices to block en-
forcement of the law while their
legal challenges to it play out, ac-
cording to CNN report.

Immigration advocates of in-
creased racial profiling as well as
detentions and attempted depor-
tations by state authorities in
Texas sparked concerns after
Senate Bill 4 was signed into law
by the Texas Republican Gover-
nor Greg Abbott in December.

The US Justice Department
has stated that the law would
‘profoundly’ amend the status
quo ‘that has existed between the
United States and the States in
the context of immigration for al-
most 150 years’, CNN reported.

In the court papers, Attorneys
for a pair of immigration groups
and El Paso County wrote: “Peo-
ple can disagree about immigra-
tion. They always have. And
Texas may be deeply concerned
about recent immigration.”

“But the same was true of Cal-
ifornia in the 1870s, Pennsylvania
and Michigan in the 1930s, and
Arizona in 2012. Nevertheless,
for 150 years this Court has made
clear that states are not allowed
to regulate the core immigration
field of entry and removal,” they
added, the report said.

A federal judge in Texas’

Austin had blocked the state gov-
ernment from enforcing the law.
However, the 5th US Circuit
Court of Appeals granted a tem-
porary stay on the decision an-
nounced by the lower court. The
court said the law would be im-
plemented on March 10 if the
Supreme Court did not take any
action.

The appeals were soon filed
and Justice Alito issued the ad-
ministrative stay on March 4.
During the court proceedings,
Texas Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton, a Republican, and other offi-
cials told the Supreme Court that

the ‘Constitution recognises that
Texas has the sovereign right to
defend itself from violent
transnational cartels that flood
the State with fentanyl, weapons,
and all manner of brutality’. CNN
reported.

The state officials called Texas
in court papers as being the US’
‘first-line defence against
transnational violence’. The state
officials stressed that Texas has
been ‘forced to deal with the
deadly consequences of the fed-
eral government’s inability or un-
willingness to protect the border’.
ANI

This file photo shows a mother helping her child over the barbed wire fence in Eagle Pass, Texas on August 25, 2023

Gunmen abduct 87 in Nigeria,
escalate wave of violence
Abuja, Nigeria - Gunmen have
once again struck in Nigeria, ab-
ducting a staggering 87 persons
in a brazen attack, as reported by
residents and law enforcement
officials, Al Jazeera reported.

This incident follows closely
on the heels of a previous assault
in which an armed gang seized
286 students and staff from a
school earlier this month.

The latest attack unfolded in
the Kajuru area of Kaduna State,
with the victims including women
and children, according to offi-
cials who spoke on Monday.

Bandits, known for their rou-
tine looting of villages and perpe-
tration of mass kidnappings for
ransom, have plunged northwest
and north-central Nigeria into a
state of turmoil, displacing ap-
proximately one million people,
as noted by the United Nations,
according to Al Jazeera.

Authorities have appeared
powerless to stem the tide of
near-daily attacks, placing im-
mense pressure on President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu.

Kaduna police spokesperson
Mansur Hassan disclosed that
the Kajuru incident occurred on
Sunday night, with security
forces mobilised in an effort to
rescue the abducted villagers.

Eyewitnesses revealed that
the armed assailants, donning
army uniforms, infiltrated the
village undetected after parking

their motorbikes at a distance.
Tanko Wada Sarkin, the village
head, confirmed that 87 indi-
viduals were forcefully taken
captive.

Aruwa Ya’u, another resident,
recounted his harrowing experi-
ence of being captured and sub-
sequently released due to his frail
health. He sought treatment at a
local government clinic following

the ordeal.
Haruna Atiku, whose wife and

two daughters are among the
missing, described the sudden
onslaught by the bandits, who
unleashed violence with im-
punity, Al Jazeera reported.

Just days before this incident,
16 people were kidnapped in the
Dogon Noma area, a mere 10km
away, according to officials. 

This comes on the heels of the
large-scale abduction of more
than 250 students from a school
in Kuriga village on March 7, sit-
uated approximately 150km
from Kajuru, marking one of the
most significant attacks in recent
years.

Initially associated with Boko
Haram, school kidnappings have
become a favoured tactic of
criminal gangs seeking hefty ran-
som payments.
ANI

The latest attack unfolded in the Kajuru area of Kaduna State

The incident 
follows closely on
the heels of a 
previous assault in
which an armed
gang seized 286
students and staff
from a school 
earlier this month
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Geneva, Switzerland - As ex-
perts warn that Gaza is on the
verge of catastrophic famine,
the UN’s human rights chief said
on Tuesday that such a ‘human-
made catastrophe’ could still be
prevented.

“The projected imminent
famine in Gaza can and must be
prevented. The alarm bells
sounded over the past months
by the UN, including my office,
have not been heeded,” human
rights spokesperson Jeremy
Laurence read the remarks of
Volker Turk at a UN press brief-
ing in Geneva.

“This catastrophe is human-
made and was entirely pre-
ventable,” Turk said.

The situation of hunger, star-
vation, and famine is ‘a result of
Israel’s extensive restrictions on
the entry and distribution of hu-
manitarian aid and commercial
goods, displacement of most of
the population, as well as the
destruction of crucial civilian in-
frastructure’, he said, underlin-
ing that law and order were
breaking down as desperation
mounts.

He urged Israel to ensure that
the population could access this
aid in ‘a safe and dignified man-
ner’.

“The clock is ticking,” he said.
“Everyone, especially those with
influence, must insist that Israel
acts to facilitate the unimpeded
entry and distribution of needed
humanitarian assistance and

commercial goods to end star-
vation and avert all risk of
famine.”

The rights chief reiterated his
call for a full restoration of es-
sential services and an immedi-
ate ceasefire.

According to a special brief
by the Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification Initiative

(IPC) released on Monday,
famine is ‘imminent’ in Northern
Gaza and Gaza City, which is
projected to occur anytime be-
tween mid-March and May.

Bridging the 
funding gap
Flexible funding and stable
funding would help bridge the

funding gap in humanitarian aid,
said the World Food Pro-
gramme’s executive director on
Tuesday.

“WFP is making very painful
choices as a result of this as to
how we can assist. ... And so pri-
vate partnerships are now a
large part of what we’re doing,”
Executive Director Cindy Mc-

Cain said at the European Hu-
manitarian Forum in Brussels on
Tuesday.

She explained that flexible
funding is important to bridge
the funding gap, and added:
“More flexible funding that, as
you know, we can find, we can
find direct funds wherever
they’re needed, and we can

place them where they’re
needed in a fast and efficient
way.”

McCain also thanked the
Nordic countries and Belgium
for their response.

“Predictability is a large part
also what we’re increasing, and
making much more robust
within our organisation. These
are stable funding helps, and
these things help us plan more
efficiently and more effectively,”
the executive director added.

She emphasised that the
WFP is ‘stepping up the engage-
ment to explore closer collabo-
ration with national
governments’.

‘Adopt a 
new narrative’
Anton Leis Garcia, the director
of Spanish Agency for Interna-
tional Development, said for his
part that humanitarian aid
should adopt a new narrative,
and not be looked at just as a
solidarity action.

“What is happening in Gaza
has direct implications in our se-
curity, in the security of this
world. What is happening with
investing in climate, in re-
silience, in adaptation, investing
in anticipatory action anywhere
in the world, it’s also good for
our citizens,” Garcia said.

“We need civil society, we
need also the private sector,” he
also stressed.
Anadolu Agency

Berlin, Germany - Washington
will not let Ukraine fail, US De-
fence Secretary Lloyd Austin
said on Tuesday amid congres-
sional Republicans in the US
blocking the flow of military aid.

“We remain determined to
provide Ukraine with the re-
sources that it needs to resist
the Kremlin’s aggression,”
Austin told a high-level meeting
of NATO allies and partners at
Ramstein Air Base in Germany.

He said Ukrainian troops cur-

rently face ‘harsh conditions and
hard fighting’ and they need
more weapons and ammunition
from Western countries to
counter Russia’s military aggres-
sion. “Ukraine won’t back down
and neither will United States. So
our message today is clear.
United States will not let Ukraine
fail. This coalition will not let
Ukraine fail, and the free world
will not let Ukraine fail,” Austin
said.

Touting a new US$300mn

additional security assistance
package the US announced last
week, he said it would support
Ukraine’s most pressing needs
for air defence, artillery and anti-
tank capabilities.

By bypassing Republicans in
the US Congress, the package
was assembled from defence
savings in other areas.

“The Czech Republic recently
procured 800,000 urgently
needed artillery shells Germany,
(and) France, Denmark and

Sweden have each recently an-
nounced important new military
aid packages,” Austin said.

He also said the countries
that lead ‘capability coalitions’
held a special session this morn-
ing to discuss ways to boost
arms deliveries to Ukraine, on-
going training missions, and de-
fence cooperation initiatives.

“The capability coalitions
have made significant progress
in recent weeks. We’ll keep
working together with all of the

capability coalitions to identify
gaps to maintain cross cutting
needs, and to help Ukraine build
a formidable force for the fu-
ture,” he said.

The Ramstein meeting comes
amid growing concerns in Kyiv
about the sustainability of US
military support for Ukraine, due
to Republicans blocking aid dur-
ing an election year, and the like-
lihood of a second term for
former President Donald Trump.
Anadolu Agency

Washington will not let Ukraine fail, vows Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin

US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin 

Istanbul, Turkey - In a first such
meeting since the October 7
cross-border Hamas raid and
consequent Israeli war on Gaza,
a Chinese foreign ministry
envoy called on Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh in Qatar, Beijing
said on Tuesday.

In a brief statement, the for-
eign ministry said Ambassador
Wang Kejian met the head of
Hamas’ political bureau in Doha.

The two ‘exchanged views on
the Gaza conflict and other is-
sues’, the statement concluded.

It is the first known public
contact between Beijing and the
Palestinian resistance group
that governs Gaza, since Octo-
ber 7, when Israel launched a
massive bombardment on the
besieged coastal enclave follow-
ing an attack by Hamas inside
Israel.

In Beijing, China’s foreign
ministry spokesman Lin Jian on
Tuesday called on all factions in
Palestine to use dialogue to
‘achieve internal reconciliation’.

Extending congratulations to
Mohammad Mustafa on taking

office as the new prime minister,
Lin said China ‘supports’ the
Palestinian Authority in ‘en-
hancing authority’.

Beijing supports ‘all political
factions in Palestine in achieving
internal reconciliation through
consultation and dialogue’, Lin
added. Reacting to the Israeli

raid on Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza
City on Monday, Lin said: “What
has happened in Al-Shifa Hospi-
tal epitomises the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza.”

“The top priority now is to re-
alise immediate ceasefire, pro-
tect civilians with utmost
efforts, avoid greater casualties

and alleviate the humanitarian
crisis,” said the ministry
spokesman.

A senior Palestinian police of-
ficer was killed by Israeli forces
in the northern Gaza Strip on
Monday, the Palestinian gov-
ernment media office said.
Anadolu Agency

Chinese envoy meets Hamas
leader Haniyeh in Qatar

Chinese Ambassador Wang Kejian met the head of Hamas’ political bureau Ismail Haniyeh in Doha

Jerusalem - Israeli forces
killed 50 Palestinians at the
Al-Shifa Hospital in the north-
ern Gaza Strip, the military
said on Tuesday.

The army said its forces
also detained 180 suspects as
part of its raid on the facility
since Monday.

‘Battles are taking place be-
tween Israeli forces’ and
Palestinian fighters, the army
added in a statement.

The Israeli army on Mon-
day stormed the hospital in
Gaza City, which houses
thousands of ill and wounded
patients, as well as displaced
people.

Meanwhile, the Pales-
tinian death toll from Israel’s
deadly offensive on the Gaza
Strip since October 7 has
jumped to 31,819, the Health
Ministry in the enclave said
on Tuesday.

The Gaza-based Health
Ministry made the statement
as Israel continues to wage its
deadly onslaught on Gaza for
the 165th day.

The ongoing attacks have
also injured 73,934 Palestini-
ans, it added.

Over the past 24 hours, the
Israeli army committed nine
massacres across the Gaza
Strip, killing 93 people and in-
juring 142 others, the state-
ment noted.

“Many people are still
trapped under rubble and on
the roads and rescuers can’t
reach them,” it added.

Israel has pounded the
Gaza Strip since a cross-bor-
der attack by Hamas, which
Tel Aviv says killed nearly
1,200 people.

The Israeli war on Gaza has
pushed 85% of the territory’s
population into internal dis-
placement amid acute short-
ages of food, clean water, and
medicine, while 60% of the
enclave’s infrastructure has
been damaged or destroyed,
according to the UN.

Israel stands accused of
genocide at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ).
Anadolu Agency

50 killed at Al-Shifa
Hospital in Gaza

‘Human-made’ famine in Gaza still
preventable: UN human rights chief
Volker Turk reiterated his call for a full restoration of essential services and an immediate ceasefire

Palestinians hold empty containers to receive food, distributed by aid organisations as Israeli attacks continue at Jabalia refugee camp in Jabalia, Gaza on Monday

The alarm bells
sounded over the
past months by the
UN, including my
office, have not
been heeded 
VOLKER TURK

Berlin, Germany - Chancellor
Olaf Scholz has rejected sug-
gestions that Germany should
have its own nuclear warheads
and reduce its reliance on US
protection.

“Germany doesn’t need any
nuclear weapons of its own,”
Scholz said on Tuesday, during a
panel discussion, and underlined
that NATO remains the corner-
stone of European security.

Responding to a question at
the ‘Europe 2024’ conference,
Scholz said transatlantic ties re-
main strong and essential.
“Maybe we do have geopolitically
different assessments, but one
thing is quite clear, we share val-
ues with democracy and the rule
of law. And that makes us differ-
ent from others,” he said.
Anadolu Agency

Germany doesn’t
need any nuclear
weapons, says 
Chancellor Scholz
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New Delhi, India - The Congress
working committee (CWC),
met on Tuesday and ‘deliber-
ated’ thoroughly on the party’s
manifesto for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections, dates for which
were announced on Saturday.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge, former party chiefs
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
other congress leaders were
present at the meeting.

“The country is fervently de-
manding a change. The guaran-
tees currently being touted by
the present government would
have the same fate as that of the
‘India Shining’ slogan of 2004,”
Kharge said.

The meeting was held at
AICC headquarters in Delhi.

Former finance minister P
Chidambaram, who headed the
manifesto committee, said ear-
lier the draft report will be pre-
sented to Kharge and will be
discussed by the CWC.

Welcoming the members,
Kharge said a committee had
been set up under the chair-
manship of Chidambaram to
prepare the draft Manifesto.

“The committee successfully
ensured public participation in
this exercise, rather than merely
confining it to an academic one.
It held extensive consultations in
different parts of the country
and submitted a draft to me on
March 6,” Kharge said.

He said that suggestions and

comments were also solicited
through an online website which
was called ‘Awaaz Bharat Ki’.
“Whatever has been promised
in Manifesto, will be strictly im-
plemented. Before making
promises in the Manifesto, in-
depth deliberation has been
made to ensure that these
promises are implementable,”
he said.

He said it is because of this
very fact that right from 1926,
the Congress party’s manifesto

has been regarded as a ‘docu-
ment of trust and commitment’.

Kharge recalled after inde-
pendence, the Congress party’s
first manifesto was released

under the leadership of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru which was fa-
mously called ‘What Congress
stands for’.

Speaking on the recently con-

cluded Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra,
he said: “Mumbai is an impor-
tant place for us because our
party was formed here. The
freedom movement got its final
fillip with the Quit India move-
ment in 1942.”

“These were not just political
Yatras but will be noted as the
largest mass contact movement
in our political history. One can’t
undermine the fact that nobody
in our times has undertaken
such a massive exercise. Both

these Yatras managed to take
the issue of the people to the na-
tional centre stage,” Kharge
said.

“During the Yatra, both me
and Rahul Gandhi addressed
several public rallies in which we
spoke of our guarantees and
commitments under the five pil-
lars of the Yatra - Kisan Nyay,
Yuva Nyay, Naari Nyay, Shramik
Nyay and Hissedari nyay,” he
said.

The Congress leader said

that over the last two months, a
total of 25 Guarantees - five
guarantees each for the five
Nyays were announced.

Hailing Rahul Gandhi he said
‘he has done his maximum
through the Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra as far as these guarantees
are concerned. But in the com-
ing days, we must spell out what
our priorities, policies and pro-
grammes are going to be for the
next 5 years’.

“I am sure by now you would
have all been made aware of
these promises. Most of them
are derived from the draft man-
ifesto itself,” he said while ad-
dressing the CWC members.

“All of us have a responsibil-
ity to ensure that our manifesto
gets the widest publicity in dif-
ferent states and that our com-
mitment is taken to every
household across the country
and people at large,” the
Congress chief said.

Later, in a post on X, Kharge
said: “The Congress Working
Committee (CWC) deliberated
thoroughly on the Congress
Manifesto, today.”

His post added: “The country
is fervently demanding a
change.”

Lok sabha Elections 2024
would be held in seven phases
starting on April 19 and ending
on June 1. The results will be de-
clared on June 4.
ANI

New Delhi, India - Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tuesday
reaffirmed India’s commitment
to safeguarding freedom of nav-
igation and combating piracy
and terrorism in the Indian
Ocean region.

His remarks came in re-
sponse to a message from Bul-
garian President Rumen Radev,
expressing gratitude for the safe
return of seven Bulgarian na-
tionals.

On Monday, the Bulgarian
president expressed his grati-
tude to the Indian Navy for suc-
cessfully carrying out a rescue
operation on the hijacked Bul-
garian ship, MV Ruen.

Modi expressed appreciation
for Radev’s message, and con-
veyed India’s satisfaction that
the seven Bulgarian nationals
were safe and would soon be re-
turning home.

“Appreciate your message
President @PresidentOfBg. We
are happy that 7 Bulgarian na-
tionals are safe and will be re-
turning home soon. India is
committed to protecting free-

dom of navigation and combat-
ing piracy and terrorism in the
Indian Ocean region,” said the

PM in a post on X.
The ‘Rouen’ ship with eight

Bulgarians, nine Myanmarese
and one Angolan citizen on
board was captured by pirates in
the Arabian Sea in December
last year.

Meanwhile, Bulgaria’s For-
eign Minister Mariya Gabriel in
a Facebook post said on Satur-
day that she held a conversation
with the Indian Ambassador to
Bulgaria Sanjay Rana for the In-
dian Navy’s operation on MV
Ruen and thanked him for rescu-
ing Bulgarian nationals.
ANI

Country demands a change, says Congress
chief Kharge as CWC deliberates manifesto

India committed to protect
Indian Ocean region: PM

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge along with parliamentary party chairperson Sonia Gandhi and leader Rahul Gandhi during the CWC meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday (ANI) 

Whatever has been promised in
manifesto, will be strictly 
implemented. Deliberation has
been made to ensure that these
promises are implementable
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE

VOTE FOR BETTER INDIA

A student has her face painted as part of an awareness campaign for first-generation voters ahead of

the general elections, in Chennai on Tuesday (ANI)

New Delhi, India - Vinay
Kumar, presently Ambas-
sador of India to Myanmar,
has been appointed as the
next Ambassador of India
to the Russian Federation,
informed the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA).

He is expected to take
up the assignment shortly,
the ministry said.

Russia, which recently
underwent elections, has
been a longstanding and
time-tested partner for
India. 

The development of
India-Russia relations has
been a key pillar of India’s
foreign policy. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi wished
Vladimir Putin for the huge
victory in the 2024 polls.

“Warm congratulation
to H E Mr Vladimir Putin on
his re-election as the Pres-
ident of the Russian Feder-
ation. Look forward to
working together to further
strengthen the time-tested
Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership be-
tween India and Russia in
the years to come,” said
Modi in a post on X.

Since the signing of
‘Declaration on the India-
Russia Strategic Partner-
ship’ in October 2000,
India-Russia ties have ac-
quired a qualitatively new
character with enhanced
levels of cooperation in al-
most all areas of the bilat-
eral relationship including
political, security, trade and
economy, defence, science
and technology, and cul-
ture, the MEA said in a
statement.
ANI

Vinay Kumar
appointed as
Ambassador
to Russia 

Modi’s remarks
came in response
to a message from
Bulgarian 
President Rumen
Radev, expressing
gratitude for the
safe return of 
seven Bulgarians

New Delhi, India - As Prime
Minister Narendra Modi pre-
pares for his visit to Bhutan this
week, the stage is set for further
strengthening the multifaceted
cooperation between the two
neighbouring nations across
various sectors.

India and Bhutan share a
unique and exemplary bilateral
relationship founded on mutual
trust, goodwill, and understand-
ing. Formal diplomatic ties be-
tween the two countries were
established in 1968, with the
cornerstone being the Treaty of
Friendship and Cooperation

signed in 1949, subsequently
renewed in February 2007.

Over the years, high-level ex-
changes have played a pivotal
role in nurturing the strong
bond between India and
Bhutan.

King of Bhutan, Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck, has
made several visits to India, un-
derscoring the close ties be-
tween the two nations. His last
visit to India was in November
2023.

Similarly, PM Modi’s visit to
Bhutan in August 2019 marked
a significant milestone, with the

launch of major bilateral pro-
jects aimed at bolstering eco-
nomic cooperation and
connectivity.

The recent official visit of
Prime Minister Tshering Tob-
gay of Bhutan to India in March
2024 further reaffirmed the
commitment of both countries
to enhancing bilateral relations
across various domains, includ-
ing development cooperation
and vibrant economic ties.

The economic partnership
between India and Bhutan has
flourished over the years, driven
by the India-Bhutan Agreement

on Trade, Commerce, and
Transit. This agreement, first
signed in 1972 and revised mul-
tiple times, has facilitated a free
trade regime between the two
countries, promoting bilateral
trade and economic growth.
India stands as Bhutan’s top
trade partner, both in terms of
imports and exports.

The bilateral trade volume
has seen a significant surge,
reaching Rs 11,178 crores in
2022, showcasing the robust
economic engagement be-
tween the two nations.
ANI

PM’s ensuing Bhutan visit to further strengthen bilateral ties

Bhutan Prime Minister Dasho Tshering Tobgay called on Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, in New Delhi on March 14 (ANI)



ACROSS
I) Bedouin, for one
6) Grain husks
11) Blazing
14) TV studio sign
15) They form central an-
gles
16) "How_ you?"
17) Boisterous celebration
19) ATM need
20) Haberdashery item
21) Waited and wanted
23) Infant Native Ameri-
can
26) Antiknock fluids
27) Doles out
28) Insistence on tradi-
tional correctness
30) Scotsman
31) Argument
32) Move back, as a tide
35) Zeta's follower
36) Like Mona Lisa
38) Second-smallest st.
39) _ Plaines, Ill.
40) Be quiet, in scores
41) Royal honorific
42) "At the_ Core"
(Burroughs novel)
44) Make harmonious
46) Out-of-date
48) Feeling such a fool
49) Martin's partner in

classic
TV
50) Less difficult
52) "Do_ say, not ... "
53) Welcoming warmly
58) "_ the Good Times
Roll"
59) Like many a Poe tale
60) Winter wanner-upper
61) Cry in "A Christmas
Carol"
62) Parks, Bonheur and
Ponselle
63) Abrasive board
DOWN
I) _ de plume
2) Common tip jar item
3) Disfigure
4) Reduce engine heat
5) Timber problem
6) Have a hankering for
7) Maori war dance
8) Way in for a miner
9) Fish propeller
10) Engaged in combat
11) What an arbitrator
hopes to find
12) Corbeled bay window
13) Guards, as a hockey
goal
18) A pope may lead it
22) Surprise cries
23) Called by loudspeaker

24) Get_ start (run be-

hind)

25) Happy about

26) "_ go bragh"

28) Whines

29) Feet or tons, e.g.

31) Having a fortune

33) Swiss capital, to the

Swiss

34) Run, as a dye

36) Less familiar

37) Actor Dillon

41) Hollywood hopeful's

hope

43) "It just came to me!"

44) Where to find most

humans

45) From that point on

46) Big name in dental

products

47) "_ turn" (unlucky

board game

activity)

48) " ..._, dust to dust"

50) They're good listeners

51) Hit ballad for Sarah

McLachlan

54) Summer zodiac sign

55) Beverage cooler

56) Neither go-with

57) Writer Talese

DAILY CROSSWORD

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
The position you're put in today requires you to make a tough decision.

Do you opt for the choice that will be best for you or best for someone

else? Avoid the urge to consult other people about what you should

do. While getting input is a fine idea, it could end up confusing you in

the end if you talk to too many people. Plus, you might come off as

someone who doesn't really know what they are doing. To protect

your reputation, you've got to make this call on your own. 

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
If your group of friends or coworkers just isn't making any progress right

now, then it's a good time for you to step in. Throw your weight around.

You have facts and logic on your side, and you will be able to get your

friends focused on working together instead of trying to outdo each

other. You can turn things around and get great results because you

know that if you appeal to the best in people, they will show you the best

that they have to offer. 

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. D  2. B  3. C

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Today, try to keep from getting too sentimental about people and events

from the past. You need to keep things moving in a forward direction. Stay

positive! Remembering special friendships and reliving past successes

may make you feel warm and cozy, but they are only going to encourage

your mind to wander and limit your progress. You need to start making

plans for the coming months. Organize an outing with family members or

just think about what you want to do over the next few months. 

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Anyone can get you on their side today as long as they appeal to your

intelligence. You are swayed by analytical minds. You want logic and

reason to guide you, which makes it a good day to do research and

then listen to your instincts when you're making decisions. You're not

going to have automatic answers. You are much more willing to see

the other side of arguments and mull over whether or not you might

want to change your opinions. You are open to any good arguments. 

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
If you truly want to achieve harmony with a grumpy friend right now,

you need to stop and get centered yourself. Stop doing what you think

they want you to do and start being real. When you strip away all the

anxiety about what to say and how to act, you can see things much

more clearly, and the answer will be obvious. And get ready to do more

than your fair share to make things right between the two of you.

When it comes to things like this, you have to bend a little. 

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
A lot of new people have been popping into your group of friends

lately, and you should make room for each and every one of them. If

you start to fear that one of these newcomers is taking your place in a

cherished relationship, relax. This person can't hold a candle to you,

and even if they are trying hard to move into your territory, there is no

chance they will succeed. You are secure in what you've built with this

other friend and have absolutely nothing to worry about. Believe it.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Your aesthetic senses are heightened right now, and all day long you

will see ways to improve the space around you. Every drab room you

see will spark your creativity and get your imagination working. There

should be some redecoration projects in your future. Take another look

at your bathroom, bedroom, or kitchen and make some plans. Start

sketching out your ideas. Look online for additional inspiration.

Beautiful changes are coming. 

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
If you just can't seem to get revved up and active today, maybe you

should stop trying so hard. If you're part of a team or partnership, let

the other people take over the reins for a while. Let them push things

along while you take a break. Give them motivational and emotional

support. That's the value of teamwork, isn't it? You've taken up the

slack when other people haven't felt quite up to the task, and now it is

their turn to pick up the slack for you. They won't mind.  

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
If your present life and location are less than stimulating, then put your

brain to work on making some new travel plans. There's nothing like a

change of scenery to shake things up and make life interesting again.

Push the ideas that you've had in the back of your mind a little further

forward and start turning one of them into reality today. Do some

preliminary research and figure out if you want to go on your own or

with a friend. Find out where the bargains are this time of year.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
What is beautiful? Your answer to that question is different from

anyone else's answer. No two people can always agree on aesthetic

issues, and you will need to remember that today. Something you see

as a great work of art won't get quite the ecstatic reception you were

expecting, so try not to take it personally. These critics might not like

what they are seeing, but that doesn't mean that they don't like you.

Respecting their opinions doesn't mean you have to agree with them. 

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
If you don't treat yourself well, how will other people know to do it?

Today, you need to set an example for your friends and family to

follow. Treat yourself to an indulgence you've long kept yourself from

enjoying. Maybe it's a splurge at a jewellery store, a new gadget

you've had your eye on, a day at a spa, or a meal at a fancy restaurant.

Remind yourself that you are in charge of your own life by getting

yourself something you really want. 

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
It's one of those days you've been waiting for, when it's in your best

interests to do as little as possible! It's not that you should give over all

of your responsibilities to other people, it's just that you should give

other people the opportunity to shine. You're capable and everyone

knows it. Now you should give someone else a chance to show the

world what they can do. From presenting at a meeting to picking a

restaurant for dinner, let someone else do it all. They'll thank you.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by linking
adjacent letters - to the left, right, on
top, bottom, or diagonal to each
other. The Boggles Classic game
uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are
valued at one point for each letter in
excess of two letters. A three letter
word is worth one point, a four
letter word is  worth two points, and
so on. Valid words must be at least
three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE
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NOTE PAD

01. Where is the United King-
dom's National Space Centre?
A. Bristol
B. Runnymede
C. Cardiff
D. Leicester

02. What does a copywriter do,
such as Peter Wimsey in
Dorothy Sayers's book "Murder
Must Advertise"?
A. Researches legal permis-
sions to use text or graphic
material
B. Creates text for marketing
C. Finds text to copy
D. Copies out texts

03. Which production company
is behind the UK TV comedy se-
ries "Whose Line Is It Anyway"
(1988-1999) and "Have I Got
News for You" (1990-present)?
A. Hartswood Films
B. All3Media
C. Hat Trick Productions
D. Shed Media

S N
I

U A
C
I



Buenos Aires, Argentina - Ar-
gentina captain Lionel Messi is
out of this month’s friendlies in
the United States due to a ham-
string injury, the country’s FA
(AFA) said on Monday.

The 36-year-old forward
missed Inter Miami’s Major
League Soccer game at DC
United on Saturday after coming
off injured in their midweek
CONCACAF Champions League
win against Nashville.

“Lionel Messi will not be in the
squad for the friendlies in the
U.S. due to a minor right ham-
string injury sustained in the Inter
Miami game against Nashville,”
the AFA said on its official X ac-
count.

Messi is the latest absence for
Lionel Scaloni’s side following in-
juries to AS Roma forward Paulo
Dybala, Bayer Leverkusen mid-
fielder Exequiel Palacios and
Bournemouth defender Marcos
Senesi.

Argentina will face El Salvador
on Friday at Lincoln Financial
Field in Philadelphia before play-
ing Costa Rica four days later at
the Los Angeles Coliseum.

Brazil’s Gabriel out 
Brazil centre back Gabriel Mag-
alhaes will miss their upcoming
friendly matches against England
and Spain due to an injury, with
Gleison Bremer named as his re-
placement, coach Dorival Junior
said on Monday.

The 26-year-old Arsenal de-

fender, capped six times for his
country, had been included in the
26-man squad announced on
Saturday.

Gabriel is the latest absence
for Brazil following injuries to Ar-
senal winger Gabriel Martinelli,
Manchester United midfielder
Casemiro, Manchester City goal-

keeper Ederson and Paris St Ger-
main defender Marquinhos.

Bremer has made three ap-
pearances for Brazil.

“I had previously announced
that we were working with a
slightly longer list. A pre-match
list, so to speak, and again today
we had another casualty,” Dori-
val told reporters.

“Unfortunately, Gabriel Mag-
alhaes is uncalled. In his place,
we’re calling up Bremer, from Ju-
ventus.”

Brazil travel to Wembley to
play England on Saturday.

Madrid, Spain - Real Madrid have
filed a complaint with the Spanish
Football Federation [RFEF] calling
the referee in their 4-2 LaLiga win
at Osasuna “negligent” for failing
to include insulting chants aimed
at Vinícius Jr in his match report.

Television cameras picked up
part of the crowd singing “Vini-
cius, die” during Saturday’s game
at El Sadar, with Madrid team-
mate Dani Carvajal then gestur-
ing towards referee Juan
Martinez Munuera. Vinicius
scored twice in the match and
celebrated his second goal in the
64th minute by turning to the
crowd and pointing at his ear.

Martinez Munuera made no
mention of any offensive chant-
ing in his formal match report.

“Our club has filed a complaint
with the Disciplinary Committee
of the Royal Spanish Football
Federation against match referee
Juan Martinez Munuera, as a re-
sult of the negligent drafting of
the referee’s report. 

“The referee voluntarily and
deliberately omitted the insults
and humiliating chants repeat-
edly directed towards our player
Vinicius Junior, despite being
warned insistently by our players

at the same time that they were
occurring,” Madrid said in a
statement. 

“In addition, Real Madrid has
also filed a complaint with [the
RFEF] in relation to the afore-
mentioned insults and humiliat-
ing chants, and forwarded them

to the State Commission against
Violence, Racism, Xenophobia
and Intolerance in Sports, so that
those who said them are identi-
fied and punished.

“In light of the unfortunate
events that occurred in El Sadar,
Real Madrid has expanded the
complaint that it presented last
Friday, March 15, to the State At-
torney General’s Office against
crimes of hate and discrimina-
tion, for the racist and hateful in-
sults directed towards our player
Vinicius Junior in the vicinity of

the Olympic Stadium in Montjuic
and the Metropolitano Stadium
in Madrid, requesting that the
perpetrators be identified.

“Real Madrid once again con-
demns these violent attacks of
racism, discrimination and ha-
tred, and demands that the nec-

essary measures be taken, once
and for all, in order to eradicate
the violence that our player Vini-
cius Junior has been suffering.”

Last week, cameras captured
fans chanting “Vinicius, die”
ahead of Barcelona’s Champions
League round-of-16 tie with
Napoli at Montjuic. while a group
was recorded shouting “Vinicius,
chimpanzee” before Atletico
Madrid’s game with Inter Milan.

Vinicius has repeatedly been
targeted with racist abuse from
opposition fans.
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Lionel Messi

Real Madrid say the referee did not include insulting chants aimed at Vinícius Júnior (pictured) in his report

after their LaLiga match against Osasuna

Referee ‘negligent’ on Vinicius abuse, say LaLiga leaders

MADRID 
CALL OUT
RACISM

Our club has filed a complaint with
the Disciplinary Committee of the
Royal Spanish Football Federation
against match referee Juan 
Martinez Munuera 
REAL MADRID 

Injury ends
Griezmann’s
record 
84-game
streak with
France
Paris, France - France will
be without Antoine Griez-
mann for this month’s
friendlies against Germany
and Chile after the Atletico
Madrid   player suffered an
ankle injury, the national
team said on Monday, end-
ing his world record run of
84 straight games for his
country.

The 32-year-old Atlético
Madrid forward, France’s
fourth-highest scorer with
44 goals in 127 appear-
ances, will be replaced by
midfielder Matteo Guen-
douzi following his with-
drawal from the 23-man
squad.

Guendouzi, 24, plays for
Serie A club Lazio, on loan
from Olympique de Mar-
seille, and has been capped
seven times for France.

France host Germany at
Parc Olympique Lyonnais
on Saturday, followed by
Chile at Stade Velodrome
on March 26.

Ankara, Turkey - Violence in the
Turkish Super Lig is “unaccept-
able”, FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino said on Monday as he
called on authorities to take ac-
tion following a brawl after
Fenerbahce’s 3-2 win at Trab-
zonspor.

Trabzonspor fans stormed on
to the pitch after the final whistle
on Sunday and attacked visiting
Fenerbahce players who fought
back to defend themselves.

It came after there have been
other violent incidents in the
Turkish league this season, in-
cluding an attack on a referee by
a club president and protests

against refereeing decisions.
Turkish police detained 12

fans following the incident, Inte-
rior Minister Ali Yerlikaya said in
a post on X on Monday. 

Fenerbahce players left Trab-
zon by private plane on Sunday
night, accompanied by extensive
security measures.

“The violence witnessed after
the Turkish Super Lig match be-
tween Trabzonspor and Fener-
bahce is absolutely
unacceptable- on or off the field,
it has no place in our sport or so-
ciety,” Infantino said in a state-
ment. “All players have to be safe
and secure to play the game

which brings such joy to so many
people all over the world.”

“I call on the relevant authori-
ties to ensure that this is re-
spected at all levels and for the
perpetrators of the shocking
events in Trabzon to be held ac-
countable for their actions.”

“We are going through a pe-
riod that Turkish football is now
completely fed by chaos, where
tensions are constantly high, and
where we cannot use the healing
power of football,” Trabzonspor
coach Abdullah Avci said.

“I don’t understand why this
place is so tense. Don’t we have
the right to celebrate? We need

to overcome these things. We
need to be tolerant towards each
other and have common sense,”
Fenerbahce manager Ismail Kar-
tal told reporters.

“We are in contact with our
representatives and state au-
thorities regarding the incidents
that took place during and after
the match,” The Turkish Football
Federation said in a statement. 

“No one should have any
doubt that after the investiga-
tions are completed, the neces-
sary penal sanctions will be
imposed on those responsible
(for the violence) to prevent the
repetition of such incidents.”A Trabzonspor fan invades the pitch and clashes with Fenerbahce players and security staff after the match

Infantino wants authorities to take action after Turkish league violence 

Milan, Italy - Italy’s Inter Milan
defender Francesco Acerbi has
left the national team camp
ahead of this month’s friendlies
after being accused of using a
racist expression by Napoli’s
Juan Jesus in a Serie A game,
the Italian Football Federation
(FIGC) said.

The 36-year-old Acerbi,
who was part of the 28-
man Italy squad an-
nounced by manager
Luciano Spalletti for
games against Venezuela
and Ecuador in the United
States on Friday, will be re-
placed by AS Roma’s Gian-
luca Mancini.

Italy play Venezuela on
Thursday followed by Ecuador
on March 24.

The alleged incident oc-
curred during Sunday’s 1-1 draw
between Serie A leaders Inter
and seventh-placed Napoli,
with defender Jesus later saying
Acerbi had apologised.

Acerbi has denied using
racist language towards Jesus.

“I did not say any racist
phrases. I have been playing
football for 20 years and I know
what I say,” Acerbi told Italian
journalists when he returned

from the camp.
“Many things happen on the

pitch ... but when the referee
blows his whistle, you shake
hands, and it all goes back to
how it was before.

“There must be no racism
anywhere in the world. I’m

sorry I had to leave the national
team training camp, but that’s
how it was and it’s right.”

FIGC said Acerbi, capped 34
times, explained his side of the
story to Spalletti and his team
mates in Rome on Monday
morning.

“From the Nerazzurri de-
fender’s report, in waiting
for what happened to be
reconstructed in compli-
ance with the autonomy
of sporting justice, it
emerged that there was

no defamatory, denigrating
or racist intent on his part,”

the FIGC said in a statement.
“However, it was agreed

that Acerbi should be left out of
the squad for the next two
friendlies ... to let things settle
for the national team and the
player himself, who will return
to his club today.”

Former Napoli boss Spal-
letti, addressing the media be-
fore Italy’s departure to the
U.S., said everyone should be
careful about their behaviour.

Acerbi leaves Italy squad after being
accused of using racist expression  

Lionel Messi will
not be in the squad
for the friendlies in
the U.S. due to a
minor right ham-
string injury 
sustained in the
Inter Miami game
against Nashville
AFA 

Messi sidelined for Argentina friendlies 

Antoine Griezmann 

Francesco Acerbi
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Miami, US - Konstantin Koltsov,
the Belarusian former pro ice
hockey player and boyfriend of
tennis player Aryna Sabalenka,
died in an "apparent suicide" the
Miami-Dade police department
said on Tuesday.

Police said in a statement sent
to Reuters that they had re-
sponded to a call on Monday at a
Miami resort about reports of a
man jumping off a balcony.

"At approximately 12:39 a.m.,
Bal Harbour Police and Fire Res-
cue were dispatched to the St.
Regis Bal Harbour Resort, 9703
Collins Avenue, in reference to a
male that jumped from a bal-
cony," said the Miami Dade po-
lice department.

"The Miami-Dade Police De-
partment, Homicide Bureau, re-
sponded and has taken over the
investigation of the apparent sui-
cide of Mr. Konstantin Koltsov.

"No foul play is suspected."

The former forward, who was
42, played for the Belarus na-
tional team in the 2002 and 2010
Olympics and spent parts of
three seasons with the National
Hockey League's Pittsburgh Pen-
guins from 2002 and 2006.

His death was confirmed by
Russian club Salavat Yulaev,
where he was an assistant coach.

"It is with deep sorrow that we
inform you that the coach of
Salavat Yulaev, Konstantin
Koltsov, has passed away,"
Salavat Yulaev, which is based in
the Russian city of Ufa, said in a
statement.

"He was a strong and cheerful
person, he was loved and re-
spected by players, colleagues,
and fans. Konstantin Evgenievich
forever wrote himself into the
history of our club.

"May he rest in peace."
Sabalenka, the world's number

two-ranked women's tennis
player and Australian Open
champion, is in Miami for a
women's WTA event.

According to media reports
Sabalenka is not withdrawing
from the Miami Open, which gets
underway on Tuesday, but will
not do press conferences follow-
ing her matches. Sabalenka has a
first round bye and is scheduled
to play either Romanian Simona
Halep or Spain's Paula Badosa. 

Rome, Italy - Spanish teenager
Fermin Aldeguer will move up to
MotoGP with Ducati in 2025 on
a two-year deal with an option
for two more years, the Italian
manufacturer said on Monday
without naming the team.

The 18-year-old is currently
competing in Moto2 and won
the final four races of last season,
finishing third overall. He is
widely expected to join the Pra-
mac satellite team.

Ducati Corse general man-
ager Luigi Dall’Igna said in a
statement that Aldeguer was
“one of the strongest riders in the

new generation of MotoGP.
“Over the last few years, we

have followed his evolution; dur-
ing the last season, he showed
incredible speed. 

“He is a very young guy with
the potential and characteristics
to do well, and we will give him
all the technical support to help
him grow.” The rider said he was
realising a childhood dream.

“The time has arrived to take
the big leap and compete with
the world’s finest riders, and
what’s more I’ll be doing it with
the best bike on the grid,” he
said.

MELBOURNE, Australia - Aus-
tralia have called off a T20 series
against Afghanistan citing a de-
teriorating human rights situa-
tion for women and girls in the
Taliban-ruled country, Cricket
Australia (CA) said on Tuesday.

Australia withdrew from a
one-day series scheduled for
March last year in the United
Arab Emirates after the Taliban
imposed strict restrictions on
Afghan women, including ban-
ning them from attending univer-
sities.

The teams were scheduled to
play three T20 matches in the
UAE in August this year but CA
said that after consultations with

the Australian government it had
decided to call off the series.

“The government’s advice is
that conditions for women and
girls in Afghanistan are getting
worse,” the cricket board said in
a statement.

“For this reason, we have
maintained our previous position
and will postpone the bilateral
series against Afghanistan.”

The Afghanistan Cricket
Board was not immediately
available to comment but a
spokesperson for the Taliban ad-
ministration, which calls itself the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA), defended the regime’s
human rights record.

“Afghanistan is a country that
has fully observed human rights,”
Zabihullah Mujahid told Reuters.

“This action of Australia isn’t
important to us. The IEA and
Afghans are active in other fields
of sports as well.”

CA added that it would en-
gage with its Afghan counterpart
as well as the International
Cricket Council to “... determine
what actions could be taken to
support the resumption of bilat-
eral matches in the future”.

Afghanistan’s women team
were disbanded and several
members fled the country after
the country’s Taliban takeover in
2021.

Paris, France - Russia’s gov-
ernment is becoming increas-
ingly aggressive towards the
International Olympic Commit-
tee as the Paris Games draw
near, IOC President Thomas
Bach said on Tuesday.

Russia sports minister Oleg
Matytsin said last week Russia
should not boycott the July 26 to
Aug. 11 Games despite restric-
tions on its athletes imposed by
the IOC over Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine.

The IOC will allow Russian
and Belarusian athletes who
qualify to take part as neutrals
without their countries’ flags,
emblems or national anthems.

“As far as their participation is
concerned, we have heard the
rather polite signal (from the
Russian sports minister) ... but on
the other hand, we’ve also seen
the government’s very aggres-
sive comments,” Bach told
French daily Le Monde.

He added that their participa-
tion in the opening and closing
ceremonies would be discussed
on Tuesday and Wednesday at
the IOC’s executive board.

“The IOC doesn’t comment,
but we can see that the govern-
ment’s aggressiveness is grow-
ing by the day, against the IOC,
against the Games, against me,”
he said.

“They range from ‘fascist’ to

‘destroyer of the Games and the
Olympic movement’. And it all
comes from Russian officials. I
don’t know if it’s coming from
Vladimir Putin himself, I don’t
look at Telegram every day, I’m
not that masochistic, but the at-

tacks are coming from all levels.”
Bach also ruled out the idea of

Israeli athletes taking part as
neutrals in Paris amid growing
criticism over Israel’s military
campaign against Hamas in
Gaza.

“Things are very clear. Unlike
the Russian Olympic Committee,
the Israeli Olympic Committee
has not violated the Olympic
Charter,” the German said.

“The Russian Olympic
Committee wants to
exercise its authority
over the regions an-
nexed by the Russian
government. This is a
violation of the territorial
integrity and the National
Olympic Committee of
Ukraine.

“In the Olympic world, we
have had for 30 years what the
political world calls a two-state
solution: we have an Israeli Na-
tional Olympic Committee and a
Palestinian National Olympic
Committee. “These two national
Olympic committees have coex-
isted peacefully for 30 years,” he
added.

Australia call off T20 series against
Afghanistan over women’s rights

Bach: Russia government becoming more
aggressive towards Olympic movement

Simona Halep

Sabalenka’s boyfriend 
Konstantin Koltsov dies 

Konstantin Koltsov with Aryna Sabalenka

Miami-Dade
police say
Former NHL
player dies
in 'apparent
suicide'

F1 driver
Gasly invests
in French
third-tier
football club
Paris, France - Formula One
driver and Paris St Germain
fan Pierre Gasly has become
an investor in third-tier
French semi-professional
football club FC Versailles.

The 28-year-old, who
drives for Renault-owned

Alpine, was an-
nounced on the

club’s website
on Monday as
the third part-
ner owner.

“I am de-
lighted to get in-

volved with FC
Versailles because I
have always wanted

to get involved in profes-
sional football,” said the
2020 Italian Grand Prix
winner. “With Alexandre
(Mulliez) & Fabien (Lazare),
we share values, ambition
and a keen competitive
spirit which will allow us to
positively develop the club.”

Spanish teenager Aldeguer to
race in MotoGP with Ducati

Miami, US - Simona Halep will
make her competitive return this
week after winning an appeal
over a doping suspension when
she takes the court at the Miami
Open where Indian Wells cham-
pion Iga Swiatek will look to pull
off the Sunshine Double.

Halep, who accepted a wild
card into the Miami Open after
her four-year ban was cut to nine
months by the top court for
global sport, will face Paula Ba-
dosa on Tuesday with the winner
getting world number two Aryna
Sabalenka in the second round.

For Halep, the clash against
world number 80 Badosa of
Spain will mark her first match
since the 2022 U.S. Open where
she was upset in the first round
by Ukrainian qualifier Daria
Snigur. Halep, a former Wimble-
don and French Open champion,
was suspended in October 2022
after testing positive for roxadu-
stat - a banned drug that stimu-
lates the production of red blood
cells - at that year’s U.S. Open.
Halep vigorously denied the
charges against her.

The Romanian former world
number one owns a 2-0 record in
head-to-head meetings with Ba-
dosa, having never lost more
than three games in a set.

Top seed Swiatek missed her
Miami Open title defence last
year due to injury but returns in
stellar form and fresh off a dom-

inant 6-4 6-0 win over ninth
seed Maria Sakkari in the Indian
Wells final.

Now Swiatek will set her
sights on capturing the Indian
Wells and Miami Open titles
back-to-back, a feat known as
the Sunshine Double given the
tournaments’ respective loca-
tions in California and Florida, for
a second time. Should Swiatek,
who will face either Italy’s Camila
Giorgi or fellow Pole Magdalena
Frech in the second round, claim
the Miami title she would join
Steffi Graff (1994, 1996) as the
only women to complete the
Sunshine Double twice.

Florida resident Coco Gauff,
who reached the Indian Wells
semi-finals, will enjoy plenty of
crowd support as she returns to
Miami for the first time since her
triumph at last year’s U.S. Open.

On the men’s side, Carlos Al-
caraz will also chase the final
piece of the Sunshine Double
after a successful title defence at
Indian Wells where he beat
reigning Miami Open champion
Daniil Medvedev in a rematch of
the 2023 California final.

While the Miami men’s draw
is stacked, one notable absence
will be world number one and
six-times champion Novak
Djokovic, who expressed a desire
to limit the number of events he
plays at this stage of his deco-
rated career.

Returning Halep
to face Badosa in
Miami opener

Fermin Aldeguer

Thomas Bach 

The IOC doesn’t comment, but 
we can see that the government’s
aggressiveness is growing by the 
day, against the IOC, against 
the Games, against me 
THOMAS BACH 

Australia withdrew from a one-day series scheduled for March last year

in the UAE after the Taliban imposed strict restrictions on Afghan women

Pierre Gasly
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Mumbai, India - Hardik Pandya
has declared himself fit to bowl
as he returns to captain Mumbai
Indians in IPL 2024. The all-
rounder said he has been fit since
the start of this year, after suffer-
ing an ankle injury during the
2023 ODI World Cup that ruled
him out of all cricket since Octo-
ber.

“Yes, I will be bowling,” Hardik
said at a pre-season press con-
ference in Mumbai on Monday.
“My injury in [the] World Cup
was a freak injury. It had nothing
to do with my past injuries, it had
nothing to do with my fitness.
When I got fit, the Afghanistan
[T20I] series had just started [in
January]. I’ve been fit since then,
but there were no games to
play.”

Hardik had injured his ankle in
his follow-through while bowling
during India’s World Cup league
match against Bangladesh in
Pune. He said that his attempts
to recover in time for the knock-
out stages had aggravated the
injury.

“My injury, from day one,
showed that I’m going to be out
of the World Cup, but playing for
India has always been special,

especially in a World Cup. [So]
we pushed [for] ten days - we
knew that it’s an uphill task to be
fit for the World Cup semi-finals
or finals,” he said. “When we
pushed, I kind of triggered my in-
jury [further], and the injury be-
came a little longer.”

Hardik’s return to Mumbai as
captain, replacing Rohit Sharma
who had led the team since 2013,
is one of the biggest talking
points of this IPL season.

“I don’t think it will be awk-
ward, or anything different, it will
be a nice feeling because we’ve
been playing [together] for ten
years,” Hardik said of his rela-
tionship with Rohit and the new
team dynamic. “I’ve played my
whole career under him, and I
know he’s going to have a hand
on my shoulder always.

“He’s been traveling, he’s
been playing. It’s been a couple
of months since we’ve seen each
other. Once he comes [and joins
the MI camp], we’ll definitely
have a chat.”

The Mumbai coach Mark
Boucher said that Rohit freed
from the responsibility of cap-
taincy could be key for the team.
“I think Rohit’s in fantastic form.
I’ve been watching the games
against England and the way that
he’s hitting the ball, his move-
ments into the ball are fantastic,”
Boucher said. “So I’m really look-
ing forward to Rohit going out
and really expressing himself,
without the captaincy on his
shoulders.”

Rohit has had a tough time
with the bat in recent IPL sea-
sons, averaging 24.89 and going
at a strike rate of 127.54 in 70 in-
nings across the last five years.Hardik Pandya during a training session

Mumbai, India - To increase
the accuracy and speed of de-
cision-making, IPL 2024 will
have the Smart Replay Sys-
tem.

ESPNcricinfo has learned
that under the Smart Replay
System, the TV umpire will re-
ceive inputs directly from two
Hawk-Eye operators who will
be sitting in the same room as
the umpire and provide him
with images captured by
Hawk-Eye’s eight hi-speed
cameras across the ground.
The TV broadcast director,
who used to be a conduit be-
tween the third umpire and
the Hawk-Eye operators until
now, will no longer be involved
under the new system.

It is understood that the
Smart Replay System will
allow the TV umpire to refer to
more visuals than they previ-
ously had access to, including
split-screen images. 

Take the example of a relay
catch taken mid-air by the first
fielder on the boundary rope.
In the past, the broadcaster
was unable to provide a split
screen of the fielder’s feet and
hands at the precise moment
when the ball was caught.

Under the new system, a split
screen can show the umpire
when the ball was caught, or
released, alongside synchro-
nised footage of the feet.

Similarly, a split screen can
now show, in case of an over-
throw that goes for four,
whether the batters had
crossed or not when the
fielder released the ball (think
2019 World Cup final for an
example of a specific use
case). 

Previously the TV umpire
did not get such clear visuals,
primarily because the broad-
caster couldn’t marry the two
images.

There are eight Hawk-Eye
cameras at any match: two on
each side of the ground on the
straight boundaries and two
on each side square of the
wicket. 

Until IPL 2023, Hawk-Eye
cameras were mainly used for
ball tracking and UltraEdge.
So, outside of checks for lbws
and edges, the broadcaster
largely used footage from their
own cameras for any on-field
referral. That included refer-
rals for stumpings, run-outs,
catches and overthrows.

HARDIK READY TO
BOWL IN THE IPL
New Mumbai
Indians captain
says Rohit is
‘going to have
a hand on 
my shoulder
always’

IPL introduces Smart 
Replay System for
quicker, accurate reviews

The new system will have the TV umpire and Hawk-Eye operators

in the same room, with more split screens and better frame rates 
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BIRTHDAY WISHES

Wishing our sweet boy a very
Happy Birthday...!!! 

May all your dreams and wishes
come true. With lots of love, 

Pappa, Mommy and Afrin

AHRAZ AMEEN 

SEND
YOUR 

REQUEST
FOR

BIRTHDAY/
ANNIVERSARY 

wishes to 
wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident card

copy 
(It’s free of cost)

SERVICES

Kailash Chander Jhinga Advo-
cate Oman provides services
for any person wishing to at-
tend conference/exhibition/
events/traning for education

abroad. We can provide you In-
vitation Letter. 
WhatsApp: +968-77476640 
email: 
KCJHINGAADVOCATE5@gmail.com

SITUATION WANTED

An Indian Chartered Accoun-
tant, MBA, MCom, with 20
years of experience if looking
for CFO/Sr finance role. Experi-
ence in accounts, finance, group

accounts and consolidation,
VAT and Tax matters, liaise
with bank and auditors, board
presentation. 
Contact: +968-76870183

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

Spacious two rooms, semi fur-
nished, A/C, inclusive water,
electricity, WiFi, in Al Khuwair
near Harmuz petrol station,
Villa, ground floor, big sharing
kitchen, attached bath for
RO115 per month. Independent
bath room side RO100/-
Contact: +968-99883865






 





 


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HEALTHY AGING

Revitalising secrets for ageing
women involves age-defying
products, antioxidants,
retinoids, serums, and face
masks, contributing to effec-
tive skin rejuvenation and

combating signs of ageing
The journey towards timeless beauty is an

exploration that goes beyond the years, espe-
cially for women. As women age, their skin
changes, such as wrinkles and dullness. Achiev-
ing timeless beauty is more than skin deep; it
celebrates self-care and embracing one's
unique story. 

SKINCARE
ROUTINES 
To maintain timeless beauty, a well-thought-
out anti-ageing skincare routine is essential.
This involves using ingredients like retinol, col-
lagen-boosting peptides, and antioxidants.
These elements address fine lines and wrinkles,
creating a rejuvenated complexion. This com-
mitment to self-love goes beyond appearances;
it is a daily ritual that values the individual.

ACHIEVING A
YOUTHFUL
GLOW
Rejuvenating skin care practices for ma-
ture women are paramount in maintain-
ing a youthful glow. Natural changes,
including collagen depletion, necessitate a
proactive approach through a healthy
lifestyle and a consistent skincare routine.
Essential steps like cleansing, moisturis-
ing, and sunscreen application are funda-
mental. Choosing products with
rejuvenating ingredients, such as retinol,
hyaluronic acid, and peptides, promotes
collagen production and hydration, result-
ing in a more youthful appearance. The
quest for a youthful glow is a cosmetic
pursuit and a commitment to self-love
and empowerment in the face of ageing.

SUN
PROTECTION
FOR SKIN
Sun protection is crucial for mature skin,
which is susceptible to damage from
harmful UV rays. Choosing the right sun
protection products and antioxidants con-
tributes to maintaining youthful skin.
Skin-tightening solutions target sagging
and loss of elasticity. Exfoliation and re-
newal rituals remove dead skin cells, re-
vealing a fresher complexion. These
practices are essential for older women
seeking to restore elasticity and firmness. 

SKIN
REJUVENATION
PRACTICES
Understanding the ageing process is vital
for older women, and prioritising skin re-
juvenation practices becomes increas-
ingly important. Sun exposure, lifestyle
choices, and genetics contribute to ageing
skin, emphasising the need for an effec-
tive skincare routine. Identifying the spe-
cific needs of mature skin and
incorporating key steps like cleansing, ex-
foliating, and moisturising can help main-
tain a youthful glow. Revitalising secrets
for ageing women involves age-defying
products, antioxidants, retinoids, serums,
and face masks, contributing to effective
skin rejuvenation and combating signs of
ageing. Non-invasive treatments like
Botox and dermal fillers provide addi-
tional options for a youthful appearance.

Every workout must include a few exercises to sculpt
your inner and outer thigh muscles, build functional
strength in your quadriceps and hamstrings, and
target your obliques and core muscles
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I
t’s week three of the 2024 Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo, and deep in
the underbelly of NRG Stadium, Bernard
‘Bun B’ Freeman is in his dressing room.
He wears black leather from neck-to-

toe; ribbons of gunmetal fringe run down
each leg and across his back in wingspan
fashion. A panel of white on his motorcycle
jacket reads ‘UGK’ - shorthand for Under-
ground Kings, the hip-hop duo he co-
founded with Chad ‘Pimp C’ Butler in Port
Arthur, Texas, circa 1987. In a few hours,
he’ll take the stage to headline the Houston
Rodeo’s ‘All-American Takeover’, welcom-
ing guests including Drake, Nelly and Rick
Ross. But beforehand, he takes a moment
to talk fashion.

Like many a Texan, Bun B has clocked
western-wear’s recent surge in main-
stream popularity. “Fashion every now and
then sets its eye on the common man, the
working man,” he says. “Just look at what Pharrell [Williams]
has done.”

For his sophomore show as Louis Vuitton Men’s creative di-
rector, Williams sent three versions of the LV Texan Boot -
crafted at the French house’s leather goods atelier, Rocham-
beau Ranch, in North Texas, with input from El Paso-based Stal-
lion Boots - down the Paris runway in January. The following
month, Beyoncé, a born and bred Houstonian, tipped her Stet-
son hat to Williams at the Grammys in a variation of Vuitton’s
fall 2024 menswear collection closing look. Add to that forth-
coming country albums from Carter and Lana Del Rey, chaps
proliferating fall 2024 collections, and the horse girl-ification of
Bella Hadid amid her romance with cowboy Adan Banuelos.

Every year, the Houston Rodeo transforms
over 140 hectares of NRG Park (home of the
NFL’s Houston Texans) into a temporary Small
Town, Texas. Founded in 1932, the volunteer-run,
501(c)3 organisation is the largest livestock show
on earth, with a daily population that reaches up
to 165,000. There are 19 nights of concerts, three
days of world championship Bar-B-Que contest
under chandelier-lined white tents, and 10-gallon
cowboy hats ay every turn.

Bun B emerged as the unofficial sheriff of the
annual microcosm in 2022, when it was restored
to its pre-pandemic glory. The rapper and en-
trepreneur, who is also behind Houston’s wildly

popular Trill Burgers, has been dressing the
part ever since. This year, he collaborated
with Houston native and Purple streetwear
CEO Luke Cosby on his all-leather-every-
thing look. The monogrammed stamp on
the heel of his Lucchese caiman cowboy
boots came courtesy of DTLA Custom,
which is owned by fellow Houstonian Tara
Martin. “It’s all an effort to keep things as
Houston-centric and hyper-localized as
possible,” Bun B says.

Tonight, as Vogue descends upon one of
the birthplaces of western fashion, the
crowd’s inclination toward disco ball cow-
boy hats and mirrored accessories buck
against fashion’s more straightforward in-
terpretation of the trend. (Beyoncé per-
formed two shows at NRG Stadium in
August, and many rodeo goers appear to
remain firmly in their Renaissance era.)
Shaniqua Barnes, 31, is awash in silver se-

quins and wearing a pink cowboy hat; Tytiana Williams, 31, is
dripping in crystal fringe.

Elsewhere on the grounds, Brandon Citizen, 38, spins proudly
in a vintage beaded suede Scully jacket, passed down from his
late father after several decades of authentic wear. A western
trend enthusiast, Citizen raises his phone, flashing an Instagram
photo of Drake posted earlier that day; the rapper is in the exact
same jacket. “Hey, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery,”
Citizen says.

There are, of course, rodeo purists who appreciate their ev-
eryday uniform being replicated on catwalks and TikTok,
(should someone tell content creators that wearing damp socks
is the fastest way to soften stiff cowboy boot leather?) though

are otherwise unfazed. They’ve spent years earn-
ing sartorial bragging rights. You’ll know a rodeo
lifer by the number of gold pins on their badge,
swinging low and heavy on a lanyard, or by the
patina on their squash blossom necklace, which
around these parts, often costs more than a Ford
pick-up truck.

Dana Barton, of Austin-based Schaefer Outfit-
ter, entrusted Maida’s Belts & Buckles to make
her one-of-a-kind turquoise necklace. As a mem-
ber of the Rodeo Auction Angels, a philanthropic
steer buying group, she spends early mornings in
the dirt surveying cattle, with little to no time for
glam before concerts.Ben Conda Qiana James

Bun B

Nigel Maglalang and Eric CJ Cross

HOUSTON RODEO


