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» NEWS BRIEF

MOE ANNOUNCES OVER
8,000 JOB OPENINGS

Muscat - Implementing
Royal directives of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik to speed up the
execution of employment
initiatives, the Ministry of
Education (MoE), in
coordination with the
Ministry of Labour, has
announced the opening of
8,140 vacancies for
teachers.

A statement issued by
MoE said, ‘A number of
vacancies in teaching
specialisation are available
for those who hold
university degrees or
diplomas in education.’

According to MoE,
applications can be
submitted via the ministry's
website - https://home.
moe.gov.om/pages/126/
show/1060

In July 2021, MoE started
recruitment procedures to
appoint 2,364 teachers in
the new academic year -
2021-22 - in various
governorates.

‘The government
continues to provide job
opportunities through
training and qualification
programmes and
replacement of expatriates
in the public sector, in
addition to employment in
various fields in the private
sector,’ the Government
Communication Centre said
in a statement.

OQ inaugurates RO318mn LPG plant

The LPG plant embodies the
government’s strategy to drive
economic diversification

Our Correspondent
Muscat

0Q, the global integrated energy
group of the country, inaugurated
its state-of-the-art liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) plant worth
RO318mn in Salalah on Sunday.
The plant processes natural gas
liquids (NGLs) extracted from
gas networks into LPG.

Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham
al Said, Minister of Culture, Spor-
ts and Youth, presided over the
commissioning ceremony that
was attended by members of the
Royal Family, ministers, under-
secretaries and other dignitaries.

Built with an investment of
RO318mn, OQ's LPG plant em-
bodies the government's strategy
to drive economic diversification,
optimise value creation from the
country's natural resources, pro-
mote in-country value (ICV) de-
velopment, and implement
Oman Vision 2040 to diversify
revenue generation streams.

During the ceremony, Sayyid
Theyazin was given an overview
of the various key components of
the plant, which have been de-
signed and built in accordance
with the highest technical and
safety standards. It includes an
extraction facility, fractionation
unit, storage tanks, shipping facil-
ities, and a pipeline system that
connects the plant with the ex-

It includes an extraction facility,
fractionation unit, storage tanks
and shipping facilities

The plant is made to the highest
standards and will help economic
diversity in Dhofar as well as the
country as part of Oman Vision 2046

TALAL BIN HAMED AL OUFI

traction unit at the upstream end
of the project, with the storage
components and export facilities
located at Port of Salalah.
“These national projects in the
petrochemical sector carried out
by Oman Investment Authority
through OQ Group support the
national economy and reflect the
aspirations of the government of

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik to promote the economic
diversification efforts in the coun-
try in line with Oman Vision
2040," Sayyid Theyazin said.
“We would like to commend
the success in commissioning
0OQ's LPG plant in Dhofar and its
high level of operational effi-
ciency. The plant, which is run by

young Omani cadres, reflects the
efforts exerted by OQ to make
the optimal use of natural re-
sources, maximise its benefits
and promote downstream indus-
tries. This will support the various
economic activities related to the
energy sector, particularly the
small and medium enterprises.”
On the occasion, Talal bin

The plant will meet the energy
requirements of industrial and
retail consumers in Dhofar

Hamed al Oufi, CEO of OQ
Group, said, "The plant is made to
the highest standards and will
help economic diversity in Dhofar
as well as the country as part of
Oman Vision 2040. As one of the
most important projects to im-
prove gas services of the region,
the plant will ensure self suffi-
ciency. We started exporting in
July last year. The plant has also
helped the local economy and
SMEs.

“The launch of the project will
further reinforce Oman's position
as a leading producer and ex-
porter of LPG, among a host of
other refined petroleum products
and petrochemicals. OQ LPG will

(Supplied photo)

also meet the energy require-
ments of local industrial and retail
consumers. Furthermore, the
group is studying the feasibility of
using LPG products to develop
petrochemical industries to help
optimise value creation. The LPG
plant is designed and built to the
highest technical and safety stan-
dards. It consists of a number of
components, notably a facility for
the extraction of rich gas ele-
ments such as propane, butane
and condensates from natural
gas, as well as a fractionation
plant, storage tanks, shipping fa-
cilities, and an interconnection
pipeline system.”

Continued on Page 02

MoCIIP hands over 42
Investor Residency Cards

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promotion
(MoClIP) handed over Investor
Residency Programme cards to
42 investors of different national-
ities, including 17 for a period of
ten years, and 25 five- year resi-
dency cards.

H E Asilah Salim al Samsami,
Undersecretary for Investment
Promotion in MoClIIP, handed
over the third batch of residency
cards which entitle foreign in-
vestors and retirees the right for
long stay in the sultanate. The
number of investors who re-
ceived the residency cards since
the programme's launch in Octo-
ber 2021 is 75. In January 9,
MoCIIP handed over 26 Investor
Residency Cards.

The Investor Residency Pro-

gramme grants residency to in-
vestors wishing to invest in the
sultanate through the ministry's
Investment Services Centre elec-
tronically for periods ranging
from five to ten years, subject to
extension, according to clear con-
trols and procedures. Investors
are given incentives provided that
the controls are adhered to
throughout the specified period
of stay.

The programme also aims to
localise industries, transfer tech-
nologies, and enhance economic
diversification according to a
well-studied plan that enhances
the investment environment and
takes into account security, legal,
social and economic aspects.

According to MoCIIP, there
are several factors that prompt
investors to choose Oman as in-
vestment destination, including
its strategic location.

Sohar International to finance
major copper mining project

Djokovic on a flight to Dubai
after deportation

Omaniresearcher creates biofuel
from veterinary medical waste

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A Omani researcher has pro-
duced sustainable biofuel ex-
tracted from contaminated and
harmful veterinary medical
waste.

Hajar bint Khamis al Azriya's
project is titled ‘Sustainable bio-
fuel production from contami-
nated and pathological animal
healthcare waste.’

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Hajar said, “I did extensive work
on the project involving re-
search, conducting studies
and laboratory experiments
until | reached the correct pro-
duction method after several
months.”

According to Hajar, the proj-
ect is the first of its kind in the
world. It aims to produce sus-
tainable biofuel as an alterna-
tive to fossil fuels, extracted
from pathological animal
waste, with the least harmful
impact on the environment.

“The project also aims to de-

velop the economic sector,
benefit from harmful waste that
is generally sent to landfills, and

(Supplied photo)

reduce the environmental dam-
age resulting from these
wastes. Such harmful waste

Ittook a long time
to source and
collect veterinary
medical waste.
Additionally, there
are no specialised
companies in the
oil and gas sector
to support this
project

HAJAR AL AZRIYA

matter is usually ignored be-
cause of the damage the
pathogens in these can cause,”
Hajar said.

She observed that the pro-
ject's success in identifying an
alternative source of energy is
in keeping with the goals of
Oman Vision 2040, while also
helping be'ah’s endeavors for
alternative and auxiliary solu-

tions to get rid of and reduce
pathological animal waste.

Hajar informed that the proj-
ect is complete and registered
with the Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Pro-
motion to obtain a patent.

Talking about the challenges
she faced, Hajar said, “The lack
of financial support to procure
materials which are basic and
essential to the project and
conduct research externally
was a major hurdle. It took a
long time to source and col-
lect veterinary medical waste.
Additionally, there are no spe-
cialised companies in the oil
and gas sector to support this
project.

“| overcame these challenges
with the help of Dr Alaa al Muh-
taseb and researcher Suhaib al
Maawali at Sultan Qaboos Uni-
versity.”

Hajar is currently working on
producing large commercial
quantities of the biofuel and es-
tablish a company to market
the product.

Economy Minister in UAE for Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week

Muscat - At the behest of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Dr Said Mohammed
al Sagri, Minister of Economy,
left for United Arab Emirates
on Sunday to attend the
opening ceremony of Abu
Dhabi Sustainability Week
(ADSW). The event is sched-
uled on Monday at Dubai Int-
ernational Convention and
Exhibition Centre.

ADSW, which is being held
within the events of Expo 2020
Dubai, will contribute to the
international efforts exerted

to address climate change by
focusing on three areas - int-
ernational cooperation and
leadership, economic develop-
ment, and technology and in-
novation. ADSW will see
wide participation of leaders
and officials from all over the
world.

At the event, the Zayed Sus-
tainability Prize 2022 will be
handed over for innovative proj-
ects in areas related to sustain-
ability, including health, food,
energy and water.

ONA
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11-day international sculpture
camp being held in Mudhaibi

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Twelve sculptors from various
countries are taking part in an
event called International Green
Forum in Mudhaibi, North Shar-
giyah. The camp commenced on
January13 and ends on January
23.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, Al
al Jabri, one of the participating
artists, said the camp has been
organised by the Al Khadra
Team for the first time. The 12
artists include seven Omanis,
and one each from ltaly, Spain,
Morocco, Bulgaria and Algeria.

“The camp is an opportunity
for the sculptors to exchange ex-
pertise in the field of marble,
stone and wood carving, besides
building bonds with people from
different cultures,” Jabri said.

The works of the sculptors will
be displayed at the closing cere-
mony of the camp on January 23.

The camp was officially open
on Sunday under the patronage
of the Governor of North Shar-
giyah.

According
Rawabhi, a supervisor in the camp,
it aims to create a cultural move-
ment in Omani villages, facilitate
interaction and exchange with
international artists, and installa-
tion of outdoor sculptures to
beautify tourist locations and
promote Omani tourism. “It also
aims to promote sculpturing as
an art form among Omani com-
munities and young people who
are interested in art” said
Rawahi.

to Yousuf al

(Supplied photos)

YOUSUF AL RAWAHI

Thanking the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth for its
continued support for such art
events, Rawahi informed that Al
Khadra Team plans to organise
successive editions of the camp
in coming years to attract artists
from different countries.

(Supplied photo)

New initiative to
support Omani
products soon

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoCIIP) will launch
campaigns to promote Omani
products, Sami bin Salim al
Sahib, director general of in-
dustry at the ministry, has in-
formed.

“In line with its industrial
strategy, the ministry aims to
support national industries by
creating an appropriate invest-
ment climate to establish new
industries and develop existing
ones by addressing existing
challenges,” Sahib said.

“In the coming months, the
ministry will focus on promot-
ing nationals products domes-

tically and internationally
through promotional cam-
paigns.”

In the domestic campaigns,
promotional exhibitions and
seminars will be held to intro-
duce national products and
showcase their quality and dis-
tinctiveness compared to

other Gulf or international
specifications.

In reference to the Made in
Oman campaign, he said,
“Products participating in the
campaign were widely ac-
cepted by citizens and resi-
dents alike during the
promotion period from No-
vember 2021 until the end of
December 2021."

The campaign was organ-
ised by MoCIIP in partnership
with the Authority of Small &
Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment, Consumer Protection
Authority, Madayn , Oman
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and representatives
from the business community.
“It was designed to support
local producers and manufac-
turers and encourage con-
sumers across the sultanate to
buy locally produced goods,”
Sahib said.

“Omani products have the
quality and standard specifica-
tions qualifying them to com-
pete in local and international
markets,” Sahib added.

(Supplied photo)

OQ inaugurates
RO318mn LPG plant

Continued from

Oufi said that the OQ LPG plant
in Salalah is one of the most im-
portant projects of Oman Invest-
ment Authority. It will contribute
to improving the gas value chain
in general, providing liquefied pe-
troleum gas and exporting sur-
plus production and some of its
derivatives to global markets.

He added that the establish-
ment of such projects in various
governorates contributes to pro-
moting economic and social de-
velopment in the different regions
of the country, while advancing
the growth of the industrial sec-
tor. “The project, from inception,
has sought to enhance ICV devel-
opment in the gas sector by re-
taining a sizable part of the
expenditure within the country.
Accordingly, it contributed to de-
veloping human capabilities and
strengthening the national econ-
omy,” Oufisaid.

“The plant paid great attention
to creating job opportunities and

honing the skills of young Oma-
nis. Total expenditure as part of
ICV development reached more
than RO96mn. Around 300
small and medium enterprises
took part in the implementation
of the plant during the procure-
ment and construction phase.”
OQ LPG has a capacity to
process around 8.8mn standard
m? per day of lean gas to produce
about 304 kilotonnes per year of
LPG, comprising 155 kilotonnes
per year of propane (C3), 111 kilo-
tonnes of butane (C4) and 38
kilotonnes of condensates (C5+).
The plant will also meet the
energy requirements of industrial
and retail consumers in Dhofar.
Surplus output will be exported to
world markets through OQ Trad-
ing, the marketing arm of the
group. The group is studying the
feasibility of using LPG products
to develop petrochemical indus-
tries to help optimise value cre-
ation from hydrocarbons and
support downstream investment.

WATCH

Max  Min
Abu Dhabi 29 19
Doha 23 17
Kuwait City 19 9
Manama 22 17
Muscat 27 20
Riyadh 21 12

TIMINGS
Fajr 5.32am
Sunrise 6.51am
Duhr 12.22pm
Asr 3.27pm
Maghrib 5.48pm
Isha 7.02pm

Over 43,000 tourists visited Land of
Frankincense in 2021: Ministry

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Over 43,000 tourists visited the
Land of Frankincense site in Dho-
far in 2021, the Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism has stated.

According to ministry statis-
tics, 43,174 people visited the
Unesco World Heritage Centre.

The statistics showed that
there were 27,962 visitors to Al
Baleed Archaeological Park and
the Museum of Frankincense
Land, 12,916 to the Samahram ar-
chaeological site, and 2,296 to
the Ubar archaeological site in
Shisr.

The Al Baleed Archaeological
Park, Samahram, Shisr and Wadi
Dokka are included in the World
Heritage List under the name
Land of Frankincense sites.

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism is developing several ar-

(Supplied photo)

chaeological sites and providing
utilities to promote cultural and
archaeological tourism in Dhofar.

In November 2021, the min-
istry - in cooperation with Petro-

leum Development Oman and
Geological Society of Oman -
opened Oman Geological Her-
itage Exhibition at the Museum of
Frankincense Land in Salalah.

The exhibition showcased the
geology of Oman, including
unique fossils from different geo-
logical periods that were found in
a number of other governorates.

ESO project
combats light
pollution for
turtles on
Masirah Island

Muscat - Building on its long-
term efforts to conserve the pop-
ulation of nesting Loggerhead sea
turtles on Masirah Island, Envi-
ronment Society of Oman (ESO),
in collaboration with the Environ-
ment Authority and Future Seas
Global SPC, has launched a new
initiative to combat light pollu-
tion. Sponsored by US Fish and
Wildlife Service and Sprint for
Oman, the latest project aims to
help local coastal communities
switch to low glare lighting, while
raising awareness on the effects
of artificial bright lights, which re-
main one of the main threats to
nesting and hatching turtles.

"We're grateful to all of our
supporters on the project,” said
Suaad al Harthi, executive direc-
tor of ESO.

Al Mouj Muscat supports women entrepreneurs’ workshops

Muscat - A joint initiative be-
tween Al Mouj Muscat and
Omani Women's Association in
Seeb has given women a helping
hand through workshops and
training to develop their own
sustainable small businesses and
inspire others.

Since September 2021, 20
women from the wilayat of Seeb
attended Ghinsha Workshops
sponsored by Al Mouj Muscat.
The workshops guided them
through resin-based jewellery
manufacturing skills followed by
guidance on how to market their
products.

The Omani Women's Associ-
ation in Seeb is a social and cul-
tural organisation which aims to
advance Omani women across
all social and cultural fronts. By
joining forces with Al Mouj Mus-

NASSER AL SHEIBANI

cat, the project gave participat-
ing women both the practical
skills and a sense of empower-
ment to shape their own futures
by selling their products in local

markets.

This week, the course culmi-
nated in a closing ceremony,
which was an opportunity to cel-
ebrate the programme and re-

flect on what was achieved.

On the occasion, Nasser al
Sheibani, CEO of Al Mouj, said,
“It has been a privilege to support
Omani Women's Association in
Seeb on this inspirational initia-
tive which epitomises Omani
culture both from a sense of to-
getherness and by creating op-
portunities where individuals feel
motivated to find, develop and

(Supplied photo)

channel their artistic and entre-
preneurial skills.

“It's clear that by helping
these talented ladies make the
most of their abilities, they have
grown in confidence and will cer-
tainly continue to be an inspira-
tion to their children and
community and spread positivity
and prosperity throughout our
nation.”
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Oman imports over
16,000 heads of
livestock from Kenya

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to maintain
food supplies, including red
meat, in the sultanate , the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources (MAFWR) has
resumed importing livestock
from Kenya , according to an of-
ficial at the ministry .

This is the first direct import
of livestock from Kenya since a
ban was imposed more than 16
years ago.

“On Thursday, a shipment of
livestock arrived in the sultanate
through the port of Salalah, car-
rying about 16,000 goats and
sheep, which was received by the
Al Bashayer Meat Company,”
the official said.

“The ministry’s specialists
visited Kenya to discuss the con-
ditions of export and the mecha-
nism to implement the
conditions and standards of vet-

The ministry agreed
to import about
40,000 livestock
heads in Phase 1. It
will increase to
more than 500,000
heads peryear

MINISTRY OFFICIAL

erinary quarantine approved for
importing live animals to ensure
that they are free of disease and
are suitable for local and interna-
tional consumption.

“This shipment is among sev-
eral shipments agreed upon with
the Kenyan government. The
ministry agreed to import about
40,000 livestock heads in the
first phase. It will increase to
more than 500,000 heads per
year. The agreement aims to
provide foodstuffs in the sul-

tanate, especially red meat,
whether live animals or red
meat,” he said.

Al Bashayer Meat Company is
considered one of the largest
companies specialising in red
meat in the region, with a capac-
ity to handle 1.3mn heads of live-
stock.

In January 2021, the com-
pany, which is promoted by
Oman Food Investment Holding
Company, launched commercial
operations in the local markets
under the name ‘Bushra’.

The company's farm is lo-
cated in Thumrait. The inte-
grated facility, which includes
modern and disease-free farms,
feedlots, a state-of-the-art abat-
toir and processing plant, follows
exacting standards of Sharia’h
compliance, safety, sanitation,
hygiene and quality control to
ensure purity and taste. Live-
stock are only fed natural feed to
provide the highest quality meat.

Businesses see hope despite
restrictions after new surge

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Though COVID-19 had a severe
impact on social and professional
life, businesses are slowly picking
up in and around the city. Despite
strict rules, including 50 per cent
capacity and social distancing,
restaurants, hotels and parks are
witnessing a recovery.

Surya Muduli, general man-
ager of Royal Crown Hotel, said,
“We have been following the
safety measures since the
COVID-19 outbreak. We have
been particularly careful since the
emergence of the new variant.
We follow the Ministry of Health
protocol to avoid any critical sit-
uation. Of course, our hospitality
sector was hit badly by the pan-
demic. We are not taking any
chances and guiding our guests
to follow the guidelines and pre-
cautions. We do not want the sit-
uation to get out of control.”

During the year-end festive
season, most places were full and
in high spirits. Kalbu Park, Amerat
Park and Riyam Park witnessed
the presence of several families
enjoying the weather and week-
end. People maintained social
distancing and had masks on

throughout. Saju CK, an Indian
expatriate, said, “We had a good
time in the park. After a short
walk on the corniche, we went to
Riyam Park. Most of the people
did follow social distancing; that
was easy as the park is big with
ample space for all.”

Many hotel apartments too
have been busy as people pre-
ferred staycationing over travel-
ling abroad. Anuj Singh, CEO of
Manam Hotel and Apartment in
Wattayah, said, “We follow every
precautionary measure to give

our guests the best experiences.
Other than the standard safety
measures, we make sure our lob-
bies and rooms are cleaned in a
hygienic manner. COVID-19 has
indeed affected our business, but
it is necessary to break the chain
of COVID-19 progressing fur-
ther.”

Restaurants in the city have
also been busy. “We insist on our
guests showing their vaccine cer-
tificates and we limit guests per
table,” said an employee of Ca-
milia Restaurant.

COVID-19 UPDATE

Muscat - The Ministry of
Health (MoH) on Sunday
announced 2,087 new infec-
tions registered in the last
three days. The total num-
ber of COVID-19 cases reg-
istered in the country now
goes to 312,425.

MoH said 755
new cases were

reported

o) n

Thursday,

605 on
Friday
and 727

on Saturday.

Three deaths
were reported in the

last three days. ‘The total
number of COVID-19-re-
lated deaths in the country
now is 4,122, MoH said,
adding that 720 new cases
recovered, accounting for a

total of 302,178 recoveries.
‘There were 25 new hos-
pitalisations in the last 24
hours, accounting for a total
of 88 in health institutions,

including 11in ICUs.'

MoCIIP records 49 violations at fuel stations

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoClIIP) carried out an
inspection campaign which in-
cluded 334 fuel filling stations in
various governorates.

A statement issued by the

ministry said, ‘Forty-nine viola-
tions were registered against sta-
tions for non-compliance.’

According to the ministry, the
violations included lack of shop-
ping stores at some stations, lack
of clean toilets and failure to pro-
vide air filling machines for car
tyres.

According to the ministry, the

campaign aimed to ensure that
fuel filling stations adhere to the
regulations of providing basic
services and offering the best
services that reflect Oman's eco-
nomic and tourism status, and to
abide by the regulations issued
for the establishment of filling
stations.

The ministry informed that

filling stations on roads to distant
destinations must have some
basic services, including a place
for prayer, toilets, a pharmacy, a
shop, an automated teller ma-
chine (ATM) and a car wash.
Stations must also have car serv-
icing facilities, rest houses or ho-
tels, parking for the disabled and
an information centre.
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Sohar International to finance

Muscat - As part of its continued
efforts to further support major
industries in the sultanate, Sohar
International recently signed an
agreement with Al Hadeetha Re-
sources LLC to extend RO19mn
worth of financing to the Wash-
hi Majazah copper mining proj-
ect that seeks to provide impetus
to Oman'’s mining industry, and
thereby contribute to the eco-
nomic diversification objectives
in line with Oman Vision 2040.

Signing the agreement on part
of the bank was Ahmed al
Musalmi, chief executive officer
of Sohar International, whereas
Sayyed Khalid bin Hamed bin
Saif al Busaidy, chairman of Al
Naba Holding, Devaki Gulabsi
Khimji, managing director of Al
Tasnim Group and Atmaviresh-
var Sthapak, managing director
of Alara Resources Ltd repre-
sented the company.

Al Hadeetha Resources LLC, a
joint venture between Alara Re-
sources, Al Hadeetha and Al
Tasnim, is the first international
joint venture company that has
been awarded a copper mining
licence in Oman for the Wash-hi
Majazah project. Located in the
Governorate of North Shargiyah,
the Wash-hi Majazah copper de-
posit has been evaluated under
JORC standards for over 16mn
tonness of copper resources and
10mn tonnes of mineable re-
serves, according to a press re-
lease.

Commenting on the signing
ceremony, Musalmi, said, “Min-
ing is one of the government's
key focus sectors as per the eco-
nomic diversification plan, and
Oman's mining industry has at-
tracted both, foreign and local
operators. As a bank that has
been strongly aligned with Oman
Vision 2040, it gives us im-
mense pleasure to support and
finance such projects that con-
tribute towards the overall long-
term vision of the nation.

Located in the Gov-
ernorate of North
Sharqiyah, the
Wash-hi Majazah
copper deposit has
been evaluated for
over 16mn tonness
of copper resources
and 10mn tonnes of
mineable reserves

Regarded as one of the major
mining projects in the sultanate,
the scale of its operations will
contribute significantly to the
overall economy, creating in-
country value, job opportunities
and much more. At Sohar Inter-
national, we remain invested in
supporting ventures that provide
sustainable socio-economic ben-
efits to the community enabling
people to prosper and grow.”
With anincrease in global de-
mand for copper, the Wash-hi

Majazah project provides various
channels of growth and prosper-
ity in the economy as well as so-
cioeconomical benefits to the
sultanate and local communities
such as providing employment
for approximately 200 Omanis,
local skill developments, oppor-
tunities for local suppliers and
vendors, infrastructure develop-
ment and much more.

The factory will be inaugu-
rated in November of this year,
coinciding with the country’s cel-
ebrations of the National Day.

“A project of this scale re-
quires the right kind of support,
and we are grateful to Sohar In-
ternational for extending their
project financing services to en-
sure that our operations are car-
ried out without any hindrance,”
said Busaidy.

“Supported by the govern-
ment represented by the Min-
istry of Energy and Minerals
implementing favourable re-
forms to support the mining in-
dustry in Oman, we are certain
that developments in this sector

will be promising. While the eco-
nomic benefits from the mining
sector will be far-reaching, such
mega projects compliment the
government's agenda to estab-
lish a decentralised local admin-
istration resulting in the various
regions of Oman to prosper and
grow. It is also important to note
that Wash-hi Majazah project
will contribute immensely to the
generation of job opportunities
and increasing employment for
the local workforce. Apart from
individual job seekers, the project
will provide ongoing business
prospects to local SMEs and ven-
dors,” Busaidy added.

With equity contribution of
RO8mn bringing up the total val-
uation of the project at approxi-
mately RO27mn, Wash-hi
Majazah project will generate
cash flows of RO200mn for a pe-
riod of ten years. The project will
empower the local community in
North Shargiyah and create sig-
nificant in-country value that will
have an impact on the neigh-
bouring governorates and re-

major copper mining project

gions harnessing local capabili-
ties and creating a strong value
chain impacting everything from
skills to infrastructure develop-
ment such as upgradation of
local STP plants, power, road and
water. This project will also con-
tribute in general to support the
financial sector and the country's
cash flow.

"We are always looking at the
opportunities that will boost in-
country value and we are proud
to invest in local cooper miming
projects in Oman with our es-
teemed partners. We appreciate
Sohar International for their trust
in this project,” said Devaki.

AV Sthapak, MD of Alara Re-
sources said “Alara wishes to
thank Sohar International, our
fellow JV partners for their valu-
able support and disciplined ap-
proach towards realising our
mission of becoming a mid-tier
mineral producer with a focus on
mineral deposits and projects in
Oman. Al wash-hi Majazah Proj-
ect is destined to write a new
chapter for Oman copper.”

OWWSC and
Al Hadeetha sign
agreement

Muscat - Oman Water and
Wastewater Services Company
(OWWSC) signed an agree-
ment with Al Hadeetha Re-
sources LLC to supply the
Wash-hi Majazah copper mining
project in the Wilayat of Mud-
haibi with treated water during
the project’s estimated period of
10 years. Also, Al Hadeetha Re-
sources LLC will invest by up-
grading the capacity of Al
Mudhaibi Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) to 1800 cubic meters
per day, a press release said.
The agreement was signed by
Qais bin Saud al Zakwani, CEO of
OWWSC and Eng Avigyan Bera,
CEO, on Behalf of Al Hadeetha.

Zakwani, said: “In the first
phase, the OWWSC will supply
the mining project with 300
cubic meters per day of treated
water from Al Mudhaibi STP.
After increasing the plant capac-
ity, the volume of treated water
that it will be supplied will in-
crease from 300 cubic meters
per day to 1200 cubic meters per
day.”

“The mining company will
benefit from this agreement to
control the dust resulting from
the daily operational works. In
addition, TE will be used in min-
ing operational works for copper
production, as well as using it to
make the project area greener.”

Oman'’s gas production
increases by 9.2%

Muscat - Oman's production of
natural gas (including imports)
by the end of November 2021
reached 46.05bn cubic metres
compared to 42.186bn cubic
metres in November 2020, com-
prising a rise by 9.2 per cent, ac-
cording to the data released by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSD).

The increase is attributed
mainly to the rise of associated
gas by 26.2 per cent to reach
8.499bn cubic metres compared
to 6.736bn cubic metres by the
end of November 2020 and the
increase of non-associated gas

(including imports) by 5.9 per
cent to reach 37.550bn cubic
metres compared to 35.449bn
cubic metres a year ago.

Gas usage in electricity power
plants went up by 8.9 per cent to
reach 7.384bn cubic metres by
the end of November 2021 com-
pared to 6.778bn cubic metres
by the end of November 2020.

The use of gas in industrial
zones reached 201mn cubic me-
tres by the end of November
2021 compared to 128mn cubic
metres in 2020, constituting a
surge by 57.2 per cent.
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Libya oil,
gas exports
hit 5-year
high of
$21.5bn

Tripoli, Libya - Libya's lifeline oil
and gas exports raised revenues
of more than US$21.5bn in 2021,
the highest level in five years, the
National Oil Corporation (NOC)
announced on Saturday.

Total net revenues for oil and
gas exports last year amounted
to US$21.5bn as well as €30mn
in non-dollar sales, the state-run
NOC said in a statement.

It said record levels were
achieved in November and De-
cember, raising a combined
US$4.3bn in the two last months
of 2021.

‘The end of the year 2021
recorded a recovery, and oil
prices achieved their largest an-
nual gains since 2016, driven by
the recovery of the global econ-
omy from the state of stagnation’
due to the coronavirus epidemic,
NOC chief Mustafa Sanalla said.

A decade of violence since the
2011 revolt that overthrew and
killed dictator Moammar Gad-
hafi, armed groups have fre-
quently blockaded or damaged
oil installations.

Qil production has recovered
to 1.2mn barrels per day, as op-
posed to between 1.5mn and
1.bmn bpd before the NATO-
backed uprising of 2011.

AFP



MONDAY, JANUARY 17,2022 | MUSCAT DAILY | 05

MSX falls 0.62% on weak activity

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX) fell 0.62 per cent
to close at 4,240.53 points on Sunday.
Trading activity deteriorated from the
previous session as turnover declined
69.71 per cent to RO1.77mn and volumes
fell 47.28 per cent to 11.48mn shares.
All the sectoral indices closed in red
territory. Financial index fell 0.61 per cent,
Industrial index declined 0.19 per cent
and Services index fell 0.81 per cent. MSX
Shariah index fell 0.84 per cent at 519.21

points.

Market breadth remained negative as
six companies closed up, while 24 com-

panies closed down. The rest 17 traded

stocks closed flat for the day.

Top gainers were Taageer Finance
(4.0 per cent), Al Jazeera Steel Products
(2.55 per cent), National Bank of Oman

(1.91 per cent), United Finance (1.7 per
cent) and Oman National Engineering &
Investment Co (1.03 per cent).

Top losers were Al Batinah Develop-
ment & Investment Holding (-18.0 per

cent), Voltamp Energy (-9.17 per cent),
Al Ahlia Insurance (-8.94 per cent),
National Aluminium Products Company
(-8.87 per cent) and A'Saffa Foods
(-8.09 per cent).
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Equinor, BP sign deal for offshore wind projects

Nw York UK - Equinor and BP fi-
nalised the purchase and sale
agreements (PSAs) with the
New York State Energy Research
and Development Authority
(NYSERDA), for Empire Wind 2
and Beacon Wind 1 offshore
wind projects, companies an-
nounced on Friday.

The PSAs set the terms under
which Empire Wind 2 will deliver
1,260 MW of renewable offshore
wind power and Beacon Wind 1
will provide 1,230 MW of renew-
able offshore wind power while
investing in New York's infra-
structure.

Equinor and BP's current off-
shore wind project portfolio in-
cluding Empire Wind 1, Empire

Wind 2, and Beacon Wind 1, will
generate enough electricity to

power about 2mn New York
homes and generate more than

US$1bn in economic activity for
the city once finished.

This includes port and infra-
structure investments that will
strengthen New York's position
as the regional offshore wind in-
dustry hub-and a leading exam-
ple of economic activity fueled
by the energy transition.

‘Today's milestone is a critical
step forward and we will con-
tinue to work hard to deliver the
Empire Wind and Beacon Wind
projects, providing clean energy
and stable returns for decades to
come,’ Felipe Arbelaez, BP's sen-
ior vice president for zero carbon
energy, was quoted as saying in
the statement.

Anadolu Agency

Growth of hydrogen
economy hints at
new power dynamics

Abu Dhabi, UAE - Rapid growth
of the global hydrogen economy
can bring significant geoeco-
nomic and geopolitical shifts giv-
ing rise to a wave of new
interdependencies, according to
new analysis by the International
Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA).

The '‘Geopolitics of the Energy
Transformation: The Hydrogen
Factor' report sees hydrogen
changing the geography of en-
ergy trade and regionalising en-
ergy relations, hinting at the
emergence of new centres of
geopolitical influence built on the
production and use of hydrogen,
as traditional oil and gas trade
declines.

Driven by the climate urgency
and countries’ commitments to
net zero, IRENA estimates hy-
drogen to cover up to 12 per cent
of global energy use by 2050.
Growing trade and targeted in-
vestments in a market domi-
nated by fossil fuels and
currently valued at US$174bn is
likely to boost economic com-
petitiveness and influence the
foreign policy landscape with bi-
lateral deals diverging signifi-
cantly from the hydrocarbon
relationships of the 20th century.

"Hydrogen could prove to be
a missing link to a climate-safe
energy future”, Francesco La
Camera, director-general of
IRENA said. “Hydrogen is clearly
riding on the renewable energy
revolution with green hydrogen

emerging as a game changer for
achieving climate neutrality
without compromising industrial
growth and social development.
But hydrogen is not a new oil.
And the transition is not a fuel re-
placement but a shift to a new
system with political, technical,
environmental, and economic
disruptions.”

"It is green hydrogen that will
bring new and diverse partici-

IRENA

pants to the market, diversify
routes and supplies and shift
power from the few to the many.
With international co-operation,
the hydrogen market could be
more democratic and inclusive,
offering opportunities for devel-
oped and developing countries
alike.”

IRENA estimates that over 30
per cent of hydrogen could be
traded across borders by 2050,
a higher share than natural gas
today. Countries that have not

traditionally traded energy are
establishing bilateral energy re-
lations around hydrogen. As
more players and new classes of
net importers and exporters
emerge on the stage, hydrogen
trade is unlikely to become
weaponised and cartelised, in
contrast to the geopolitical influ-
ence of oil and gas.

Cross-border hydrogen trade
is set to grow considerably with
over 30 countries and regions
planning for active commerce al-
ready today. Some countries that
expect to be importers are al-
ready deploying dedicated hy-
drogen diplomacy such as Japan
and Germany. Fossil fuel ex-
porters increasingly consider
clean hydrogen an attractive way
to diversify their economies for
example Australia, Oman, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emi-
rates. However, broader eco-
nomic transition strategies are
required as hydrogen will not
compensate for losses in oil and
gas revenues.

The technical potential for hy-
drogen production significantly
exceeds estimated global de-
mand. Countries most able to
generate cheap renewable elec-
tricity will be best placed to pro-
duce competitive green
hydrogen. While countries such
as Chile, Morocco, and Namibia
are net energy importers today,
they are set to emerge as green
hydrogen exporters.

WAM

UK economy recovers to above pre-pandemic level

London, UK -Britain's economy
has surpassed its pre-pandemic
level after recording strong
growth in November, official
data showed on Friday.

‘Gross domestic product is es-
timated to have grown by 0.9 per
cent in November 2021 and is
above its pre-coronavirus pan-
demic level for the first time, the
Office for National Statistics
(ONS) said in a statement.

The UK economy is 0.7 per
cent above its level in February
2020, the ONS added.

“It's amazing to see the
size of the economy back to
pre-pandemic levels in Novem-
ber - a testament to the grit
and determination of the British
people,” said Finance Minister

Shoppers, some wearing face masks, walk past stores in Camden Market in London, on January 7 (AFp)

Rishi Sunak.

Seen as a potential successor
to embattled Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, Sunak urged
Britons to get their booster jab to

help safeguard the economic re-
covery.

“"We all have a vital part to
play to protect lives and jobs, and
| urge everyone to do theirs by

getting boosted as soon as you
can,” he said.

While the UK economy
grew strongly in November com-
pared with output of only 0.2 per

cent in October, this was
before the Omicron variant took
hold.

“"GDP  almost  certainly

dropped in December, as house-
holds hunkered down in re-
sponse to the Omicron variant,”
noted Samuel Tombs, chief UK
economist at Pantheon Macro-
economics.

The British Retail Consortium
last week warned that restric-
tions imposed in the wake of
Omicron ‘wiped out’ much of a
recent recovery enjoyed by UK
bricks-and-mortar stores.

UK supermarkets managed to
avoid major fallout, however, as
Omicron boosted demand for at-
home celebrations.

AFP
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Tender Announcement

ok - SILRC

Note:

The Egyptian School in Muscat is honoured to
announce for a public tender to establish a
language lab in it in which will be operating for
the coming scholastic year 2022/2023.

Offers and presentations will be delivered
in two weeks from the advert publishment.

Terms and conditions form will be withdrawn
from the school itself in Al Ansab.

Telephone number: 99365977
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Bank Muscat conducts special year-end
draw for its Al Mazyona customers

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in the sul-
tanate, recently conducted its Al
Mazyona End of Year draw with
over RO15mn in high value
prizes being given away to 92
lucky winners, in line with the
bank’s commitment to promot-
ing a strong savings culture in the
sultanate.

The winners were chosen
from amongst customers across
the different governorates in the
sultanate, Asalah Priority Bank-
ing and Al Jawhar Privilege Bank-
ing during the special prize
draws, which were conducted in
the presence of Abdulnasir al
Raisi, general manager - Per-
sonal Banking, Abdullah Tam-
man al Mashani, general
manager - Products, Amjad Igbal
al Lawati, deputy general man-
ager - Customer Segments and
Taya Eid Bait Sabeea, deputy
general manager - Interior Re-
gions.

As many as 70 winners were
chosen from across all gover-
norates in the sultanate, from
among customers having a min-
imum balance of RO1,000, with

each winner getting RO5,000 in
the prize draw.

High-savings Asalah Priority
Banking customers maintaining
a minimum  balance of
RO30,000 were entered into

special draws wherein ten lucky
customers won RO50,000 each.
Al Jawhar customers maintain-
ing a minimum balance of
RO10,000 were entered into
special prize draws to choose the

ten lucky winners of RO20,000
each.

Two mega prizes of
RO250,000 each were also
given away after conducting a
prize draw from among all the

customers maintaining a mini-
mum balance of RO30,000 in
their Al Mazyona accounts.

In total, more than RO1.5mn
were given away during the spe-
cial End of Year draw.

In 2021, arecord 7,470 prizes
amounting to a total of over
RO1Imn were given away to
the winners of the Al Mazyona
Savings Scheme.

The draws were held in line

with the bank’s strategy of pro-
moting a good savings habit in
the country, which improves the
financial stability of society and
economy as a whole. It must be
noted that Bank Muscat's vari-
ous services and products are in
line with global financial trends
and enhances the ease of bank-
ing for its customers in line with
its customer-centric vision ‘To
serve you better, everyday'.

As the leading financial serv-
ices provider in the sultanate for
the last four decades, Bank Mus-
cat has the largest banking net-
work in Oman with 174 branches
and over 800 ATMs, CDMs and
other devices.

Its vast array of digital banking
channels including Internet
Banking and Mobile Banking are
helping customers meet their dif-
ferent financial requirements and
needs. The bank’s technology-
driven products and services are
in tune with Oman’s move to-
wards a cashless, e-payments-
based society and are playing
an important role in the realising
the ambitious goals of Oman
Vision 2040.

Qatar National Bank net profit jumps 10% to QR13.2bn

Qatar National Bank (QNB), the
largest financial institution in the
Middle East and Africa (MEA)
region, announced that the board
of directors, has approved its re-
sults for the year ended Decem-
ber 31, 2021.

Net Profit for the 2021 finan-
cial year reached QR13.2bn
(US$3.6bn), an increase of 10
per cent compared to 2020.
Operating Income increased by
1M per cent to QR28.3bn
(US$7.8bn) driven by strong
growth in top line performance.
This reflects QNB Group's suc-
cess in maintaining sustainable
and strong growth across a num-
ber of revenue segments.

The board of directors have
recommended to the general as-
sembly the distribution of a cash
dividend of 55 per cent of the
nominal share value (QRO.55 per
share). The financial results for
2021 along with the proposed
profit distribution are subject to
Qatar Central Bank approval.

Total Assets reached
QR1,093bn, an increase of 7 per
cent from December 31, 2020,
mainly driven by strong growth
in Loans and advances by 6 per
cent to reach QR764bn. Robust
customer deposits generation
helped to increase customer de-
posits by 6 per cent to reach
QR786bn as of December 31,
2021.

QNB Group's strong asset lia-

bility management capabilities
enabled QNB Group to improve
its loans to deposits ratio from
98.0 per cent to 97.2 per cent as
of December 31, 2021 reflecting
the improvement in the Group's
overall liquidity.

The Group's drive for opera-
tional efficiency continues to re-
sult in cost-savings and strong
revenue sources that has helped
QNB Group to improve effi-

ciency (cost to income) ratio
from 24.3 per cent to 22.2 per
cent, which is considered as one
of the best ratios among large fi-
nancial institutions in the MEA
region.

The ratio of non-performing
loans to gross loans remained
stable at 2.3 per cent as of De-
cember 31, 2021, one of the low-
est amongst financial institutions
in the MEA region, reflecting the

high quality of the group's loan
book and the effective manage-
ment of credit risk. Also during
the year, QNB Group increased
its loan loss provision charge by
QR7.1bn, as QNB Group remains
cautious on the external environ-
ment with respect to potential
risks that may arise from key
markets where QNB Group op-
erates.

This helped the Group to in-
crease its coverage ratio to 117
per cent, which reflects the pru-
dent approach adopted by the
Group towards non-performing
loans.

Group capital adequacy
ratio (CAR) as of December 31,
2021 amounted to 19.3 per cent
higher than the regulatory mini-
mum requirements of the Qatar
Central Bank and Basel Commit-
tee.

QNB Group supported by
27,000 staff resources operating
from approximately 1,000 loca-
tions and 4,500 ATMs.

10% cash reward
for salary transfer
customers of
ahliislamic

Assessing the needs of its cus-
tomers to continue providing
them with offers that provide
added benefits, ahli islamic has
announced a cashback reward
of 10 per cent of up to RO500
when transferring  monthly
salary of at least RO1,000 with
the bank.

Once the monthly salary has
been transferred to ahli islamic,
all current and new Omani cus-
tomers and expatriates will be
eligible to receive a one-time
cash reward.

The offer is part of the bank’s
initiatives to enhance its serv-
ices, maximising benefits for its
customers, within a framework
that conforms to the Islamic-
sharia'a principles.

Through its new salary trans-
fer campaign, which will run for
two months starting January
2022, ahli islamic aims to pro-
vide its customers with Islamic
banking products and services
that suit the ever-evolving
choices of today's customer.

Yousuf bin Salim al Rawahi,
deputy general manager and
head of ahli Islamic said, “The
bank’s cashback reward to its
salary transfer customers is an
exclusive opportunity that al-
lows customers to make a wise
choice and invest their money in
line with their conviction. It also
serves the national priority of fi-
nancial inclusion among the
community, especially among
youth.”

Alibaba Cloud recognised for its critical cloud abilities by Gartner

Alibaba Cloud, the digital tech-
nology and intelligence back-
bone of Alibaba Group, has been
recognised for its critical cloud
abilities of compute, storage,
network and security among
global cloud service providers on
the newly released 2021 Gartner
Solution Scorecard for Alibaba
Cloud International laaS & PaaS.

Alibaba Cloud's laaS (infra-
structure as a service) + PaaS
(platform as a service) offerings
were recognised with the thirs
highest overall solution score of
81 per cent among all evaluated
international vendors in this
market.

Alibaba Cloud scored 86 per
cent in the required criteria in
the 2021 scorecard.

It also met 74 per cent of the
preferred criteria and 58 per
cent of the optional criteria re-
spectively.

The scorecard is a highly
recognised industry assessment
and evaluates selected service
providers that meet a defined
set of inclusion criteria against
their latest solutions for cloud in-
tegrated laaS and PaaS in nine
categories, including computing,
storage, network, and security,
across 270 criteria.

This marked the third consec-
utive year that Gartner has pub-
lished a Solution Scorecard
about Alibaba Cloud.

Alibaba Cloud believes this
year's scores reflect its in-
creased infrastructure and mar-
keting presence outside China,
as well as differential global
products.

“We have continued to be
recognised in the Gartner Solu-
tion Scorecard in the past two
years by broadening our interna-
tional offerings and our infra-
structure options. In our opinion,
these efforts, as reflected in the
scorecard, have given us a com-
petitive advantage over other
global players,” said Jeff Zhang,
president of Alibaba Cloud Intel-
ligence.

"Going forward, we will
strengthen our core laaS+Paa$S
features and step up the rollout
of new services and features in
all regions, with the aim of pro-
viding the best cloud experience
to our customers worldwide.”

Alibaba Cloud currently has
80 availability zones in 25 re-
gions, serving millions of cus-
tomers across the globe. It has
been strengthening its capabili-
ties in computing, storage, net-

work, and security.

The fourth generation of Ap-
saraCompute Shenlong Archi-
tecture unveiled in October
2021, carries leading capabilities
in terms of container elasticity,
storage, input/output (10) per-
formance, latency and chip-level
security hardening features. It is
equipped with the industry’'s
only large-scale Remote Direct
Memory Access (RDMA),
which can reduce network la-
tency as low as 5 microseconds.

In terms of storage, Alibaba
Cloud's proprietary distributed
storage system Pangu provides
excellent scalability and auto-
mated load balance with ex-
tremely high data availability. It
has built Luoshen, an innovative
cloud network architecture that
provides products and services
for various cloud network sce-
narios to support the deploy-
ment of millions of customers.

Owning more than 80 secu-
rity and compliance accredita-
tions worldwide, Alibaba Cloud
also provides an array of security
products, including DDoS pro-
tections, Web application fire-
wall, cloud security and business
risk management, for businesses
worldwide.
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Barr Al Jissah's artificial reef
project scales new successes

Launched in July 2021 by the
Barr Al Jissah resort Company,
the sultanate's most luxurious
address, the artificial coral reef
project has scaled new suc-
cesses.

The project aims to achieve
sustainable development of ma-
rine life in Barr Al Jissah and the
surrounding areas, improve bio-
cover and biodiversity, and re-
habilitate marine life. Given the
extent of destruction of these
reefs, the initiative will also raise
awareness about the impor-
tance of maintaining the marine
environment and its long-term
sustainability.

Commenting on the project
success, Firas Matraji , CEO of
Barr Al Jissah Resort Company
said, “"The artificial reef project
saw realisation through the co-
operation of marine biologists
and several local organisations.
We have built several structures
with artificial coral reefs, low-
ered them on to the seabed, and
provided the right circum-
stances for them to thrive. We
hope to create an adequate en-
vironment for the long-term sur-
vival of marine life and coral
reefs in the waters of the sul-
tanate.”

“We have collaborated
with a group of expert divers to
monitor the coral reefs on a
regular basis. The goal of these
trips is to guarantee that
these reefs can continue to

offer sustenance and habitat
for other marine species.
We also liaised with Shangri-La
and Extra Divers to promote en-
vironmental awareness about
this project and its importance
in reducing the effects of over-
fishing, environmental pollution,
and the irresponsible use of
small boats, through communi-
cation with fishermen and the

local community. We are
pleased with the recent positive
reports of the project, which
confirmed the acceleration of
coral reef growth and the emer-
gence and repopulation of many
new marine organisms in the
region.” He added.

Situated in a secluded bay -
where the Sea of Oman meets

the dramatic mountainous

coastline - Barr Al Jissah is the
prestigious business behind
Oman's leading luxury destina-
tion.

Barr Al Jissah project brings
together high-end homes with
three luxury hotels managed by
Shangri-La, complemented by
an entertainment centre with
open-air amphitheatre - ideal
for outdoor concerts - and a pri-

vate marina, offering the perfect
base to explore Oman's pristine
coastline.

Located just a few minutes
away from Muscat, the destina-
tion combines the romance of
Arabia with the considered ele-
gance and tranquillity of the
Mediterranean, to create a
unique lifestyle destination in
the region.

Majliva: New brand identity of Jawahir Oman

Passionately dedicated to un-
compromising quality for more
than 40 years, Jawahir Oman re-
cently revealed its new brand
identity, ‘Majliya’, in a bid to
make the brand experience more
accessible to customers in the
Middle East and beyond. During
a special event, attended by Ma-
jliya customers, the new Majliya
store was unveiled in the com-
mercial district of Al Qurum.
Commenting on this exciting
rebrand, Marco Belgrado, gen-
eral manager of Majliya, said,
“Jawahir Oman was established
in 1977 to continue the legacy of
the sultanate’s famed jewellery
makers through the craftsman-
ship of refined jewels and exclu-
sive gifts that are the very
essence of Oman. In the last four
decades, the brand has become
a leader in the luxury jewellery
and gift segment, synonymous
with uncompromising quality
and passion. Today, we proudly
take our brand experience to the

next level by making our high-
end keepsakes available to any-
one in the region, even the world.
Through Majliya, we build on
four decades of master crafts-
manship in the hope to inspire
our customers to be true to
themselves and discover a
unique Middle Eastern luxury
brand with global reach.”
Maijliya is the story of an ex-
traordinary Omani icon with big
aspirations: Creating timeless

masterpieces that honour the
wishes of its clientele and are as
individual in spirit as they are.
With great respect for local tra-
ditions and customs, each brand
element is a story in itself.
Colour, design lines, harmony
between heritage and modernity,
all contribute to the success of
this eternal luxury brand that cel-
ebrates bridging history and time
with a glorious future.

“Majliya continues on a legacy

that makes us stand out. As pa-
trons of high-end luxury keep-
sakes that present a lifetime of
stories and memories, our suc-
cess is the unquestionable proof
of the attraction Oman'’s heritage
has on customers around the
world. We help each chronicle
their very own story by translat-
ing imagination into contempo-
rary jewellery and gifts that play
a profound role in their life. In an
ever-changing world, we want to
foster authenticity,” Belgrado
added.

The brand-new Majliya
brandship store in Al Qurum ex-
tends over an area of 252 sgm. It
features a wide range of luxury
jewellery and gifts crafted to in-
spire, drawing from past culture
to fashion handcrafted collec-
tions with the utmost precision
and care, ensuring true emo-
tional value that transcends. The
in-store lounge gives customers
an exceptional experience on all
fronts, while maintaining the

highest levels of privacy and ex-
clusivity.

The launch of Maijliya was ac-
companied by the unveiling of
brand-new jewellery collections
- Orbit, Opera, and Shalal, intro-
duction of new jewellery lines
within the Ahjar and Asrar Col-
lections, as well as showcasing
other iconic luxury jewellery col-
lections. Another feather in its
cap, the launch of our state-of-
the-art e-commerce website,
highlights Majliya as one of the
pioneer luxury regional brands in
the jewellery industry.

"We are proud of this mo-
mentous milestone, as we en-
deavor to inspire authenticity
with our original Omani brand
amongst other markets. We are
committed to making Majliya
available outside the sultanate,
with plans to open showrooms
throughout the GCC. Our next
store will be in Doha, Qatar, and
is set to open in the first quarter
of 2022," Belgrado concluded.

Medlab Middle
East exhibition to

return as standalone
eventin 2023

Informa Markets, organisers of
Medlab Middle East, have an-
nounced the MENA region's
leading exhibition for the labo-
ratory industry will return to a
standalone event in 2023, fol-
lowing unprecedented demand
from exhibitors and visitors for
the 2022 edition of the show,
which takes place at the Dubai
World Trade Centre from Janu-
ary 24-27,2022.

As a result of the pandemic,
Medlab Middle East and Arab
Health co-located in 2021 to
provide a platform for both the
laboratory and general health-
care industries to come to-
gether, reconnect and do
business face-to-face in a safe
and secure environment.

However, following high-
level demand from leading lab-
oratory companies to showcase
their offering in a dedicated
space, and from attendees keen
to capitalise on the latest labo-
ratory releases, the event will
now revert to a standalone for-
mat, with dates confirmed for
February 7-9, 2023.

Tom Coleman, exhibition di-
rector of Medlab Middle East,
said, “Advances in the medical
laboratory have been pivotal in
the defence against the contin-
ued threat that COVID-19 poses
to industries around the world.
Due to the speed at which the
laboratory industry has re-
sponded to these threats by de-
veloping solutions, products and
technology to counter the im-
pact of the pandemic, we have
seen a surge in companies
wanting to showcase their latest
innovations and from buyers
eager to capitalise on these ad-
vances.”

“As a result of this demand,
following the 2022 edition of
the show, which will be held
from January 24-27 , Medlab
Middle East will return as a

standalone event in 2023 with a
total of six halls, showcasing the
latest innovations and new
technologies being utilised in
the laboratory industry,” Cole-
man added.

The 2022 edition of Medlab
Middle East is expected to
welcome more than 400 ex-
hibitors, a 100 per cent increase
from 2021. Key players partici-
pating in this edition include
Roche, Siemens, Beckman
Coulter, Abbott, Biomerieux and
Mindray. In addition to the
growth in exhibitors, which is
expected to increase to over
500 in 2023, country pavilions
have risen from nine in 2021
to ten in 2022, with that figure
expected to increase to 14 in
2023.

Fueling the surge in ex-
hibitors is the anticipated
growth in the global laboratory
industry. According to the
Global Clinical Laboratory Mar-
ket - Analysis by test, end-user,
by region, by country (2021 edi-
tion), the global laboratory mar-
ket is expected to grow by a
compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 6 per cent between
2021 and 2026, which puts the
predicted value of the global
laboratory market at
US$33.07bn by 2026.

The report attributed the
growth rate to the increasing
number of lifestyle-related ail-
ments and chronicillnesses, and
spurts of infectious diseases in
different parts of the world.

The introduction of accurate
and technologically advanced
products, such as companion di-
agnostics, biochips, and mi-
croarrays, has bolstered the
demand for early disease detec-
tion. Moreover, rapid technolog-
ical advancements to enhance
productivity and reduce costs
are anticipated to boost the
market further.

Up to 62% of MENA-based digital workers actively job hunting:

Although unexpected circum-
stances have led to economic
difficulties over the past two
years, digital talent has emerged
relatively unscathed, eager to
explore their options and ulti-
mately pursue new opportuni-
ties. This widespread appetite
has emerged as a key takeaway
following a global survey of em-
ployees in digital roles con-
ducted by Boston Consulting
Group (BCG) and The Network,
a global alliance of recruitment
website.

The subsequent report, titled
‘Decoding the Digital Talent
Challenge,” sheds light on the
key factors behind people's as-
pirations to move to pastures
new, providing a comprehensive
analysis of major international
markets, the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) included.

As per the survey, part of
BCG's Decoding Global Talent
series, as many as 62 per cent of
MENA employees working in
digital fields are actively job
hunting, with better career op-
portunities in other roles (72 per
cent), looking for a new chal-
lenge (66 per cent), feeling un-
dervalued in current positions
(40 per cent), and searching for
a company more aligned with
personal beliefs (32 per cent)
the main motivations behind
people looking for a new role.
For digital employees, good re-
lationships with colleagues and
learning and skills training are
among the most valued aspects
of their jobs, while diversity, in-
clusion, and environmental is-
sues have also increased in
importance over the latest year.

Of the digital employees sur-

veyed across the region, 78 per
cent revealed that diversity and
inclusion have become more
important to them in the last 12
months, and 55 per cent added
they would not consider poten-
tial employers that did not share
the same views in this area.
Moreover, 66 per cent revealed
that employers’ environmental
responsibility has become more
important to them since the
same period a year ago, with 47
per cent unwilling to consider
companies that do not share
their environmental views.
“Much like other markets
around the world, the MENA re-
gion boasts a vibrant and oppor-
tunistic landscape for digital
employees. The pandemic has
accelerated digital transforma-
tion and increased reliance on
related technologies, creating

Leila Hoteit

supplementary positions,” said
Leila Hoteit, managing director
and partner, BCG Middle East.
"However, the evolving digital
climate has also seen employee
preferences and perspectives
manifest and multiply. Rather
than money being the primary

influencer behind personal mo-
tivation and professional deci-
sions, other factors including
diversity, inclusion, and the en-
vironment have become key
forces for work-related happi-
ness or dissatisfaction, as have
options to work abroad and re-
mote working.”

On the subject of relocation,
the number of digital field em-
ployees willing to move to an-
other country for work is
considerable from a regional
standpoint - standing at 83 per
cent. Canada is the most pre-
ferred destination where digital
workers would like to relocate
(16 per cent), followed by the
UAE (12 per cent), and Ger-
many (10 per cent). In terms of
the UAE, its appeal among digi-
tal talent also ranks among the
leading nations worldwide, with

Dubai and Abu Dhabi ranked
sixth and ninth, respectively, as
the most attractive cities for dig-
ital workers.

Furthermore, remote working
possibilities are similarly attrac-
tive.

The survey found that 66 per
cent of MENA talent are willing
to work for remote employers
with no physical presence in
their country. Canada, France,
Germany, and the UAE top the
list where digital workers would
look for remote jobs, while the
convergence of fixed and flexi-
ble working would be a popular
proposition.

Although the COVID-19 cri-
sis did not impact technology
employees' working patterns to
the same extent as the general
workforce, manoeuvrability here
would be welcomed, nonethe-

Report

less.

Of the respondents, 54 per
cent would like to work re-
motely for 2-3 days per week,
with 52 per cent listing their de-
sired flexibility as a combination
of fixed and flexible working
hours.

“Looking ahead, it's clear that
recruiting and retaining digital
talent rests with employers in-
troducing a comprehensive
strategy for the same, one that
presents employees with the
benefits they seek and ensures
their most cherished values are
adopted and upheld,” added
Christopher Daniel, managing
director and partner, BCG Mid-
dle East. “In due course, the dig-
ital marketplace will become
even more competitive, driven
in part by employee curiosity,
expectations, and demands.”
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS 56) Respond to the alarm archaically 61) Society column word times
1) Bag with plenty of 60) Bad thing to make a 26)_ up (invigorates) 62) Perfect score, some- 63) “Oedipus_"
room mistake with 27) Gives the heave-ho
5) Gloomy atmospheres 64) Scot's tongue 28) Send money;, in a
10) Sealing material 65) Geek way
14) Purposefully overlook 66) Leafy green 29) Yale student
15) Freeze over, as a 67) Follow a cookbook 31) FDR’s middle name
windshield directive 32) “_ you out of your
16) Yemen neighbor 68) Memo taker of old mind?"
17) Small fractional unit 69) “Mr. Roboto” rockers 309 A hack of a lot
20) "Gandhi” role DOWN 36) Mine opening
21) Kind of rug 1) Zenith 37) Finds a purpose for
22) Stunning aquarium 2) Writing on the wall 39) Used to own
fish 3)) !;irelstone ftem 40) Biological
25) With cunning 4) Delineate .
26) Handled clumsily 5) Cheesecake picture Zl:l;il/‘:zi?cs rock — . — . I —
30) As yet 6) tmay be hard tofol- L AfLmla I'P R[1[e[sIMF[E[S [T
33) Shah oflran, once low 46) Showstopper o 3 blilaAlLflL|alrvaAllIR|A|T|E
34) Samovar's cousin 7) Meadow diva a|s|KkmElalglali|N/L|a|T|E(R
35) Socrates' T 8) Carries a heavy load 48) Broods Plols||T LIeElalrlE|R|S
38) Fruits and vegeta- 9) On_ (without a guar- 49 In plain s ‘LioblE s|lplrRlEIE
bles, e.g. anteed sale) n plain sight sl felE Elncials|e
42)157.5 degrees from N 10) Play a piccolo 50) Bones below the tibia hi-l olrls(E " [RlU M U B
43) Utilising a liner ) “Jaws"” resort 52) Certain ballroom Fh skl 1 INTGIFIOIRIATRIAIIISIE
44) Bert's Muppet pal 12) Game show group dance YIEls PlEILIT rRlalslE
45) Film-script instruc- 13) Webster's listing 54) Common wiklolriLlS lclolrIN
tion 18) Creates naturally, as connections — = '
47) Hatchlings’ homes agorge 55) Salamander family ,-h Afbl1E - S1Y H c o
54 66 48) V-8 you cannot drink 19) “Present” and member ._t EIAINIEIS [T . o|TTER -
51) It has a wide spine “future” partner 57) Ruffles one's feathers Als K EDIPERM I[sS|s|1 0[N
67 6o £3) Of a reproductive 23) “Relax, soldier! 58) Cardgame forthree | B|O AR I:: L[1]als m R|1]A
organ 24) Nevertheless, 59) Slithery and slimy S|PIR|Y L PE E|L|Y
ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19 LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22 SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Angry? Wishing the world would just leave you alone and stop Stop worrying about what might happen ‘if". That dreaded ‘i’ You are feeling intellectually curious right now, and this
handing over choices you don't feel ready to make? The isn't going to happen. Even if your dealings with a certain could be one of the most enlightening periods of your life. In
good news is that you have options. You can arrange for a break higher-up have been less than amicable, you'll be able to order to make the most of your mindset, you need to keep
in the action, and you'll definitely be able to find someone in a smooth things over nicely. Show up a couple minutes early, probing into areas that confuse or even frustrate you. T EST YO U R
similar mood who's game to play hooky with you. Oh, well. ask for five minutes, and have a nice heart-to-heart chat. Bet If you have a lingering question about something, ask it. If you
You're due for a day off anyway. Put some distance between you'll end up even better off, professionally and personally don't understand something, you need to figure it out. Don't . .
you and whatever is irritating you. speaking, than you were before. stop until you feel educated. 1. The Pilotless target aircraft,
fabricated at the Aeronautical
Development Establishment,
o g TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20 ‘4{ VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22 f/ CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19 Banzalore. s
’@ 3 While you were brushing your teeth this morning, you may have You want to make things better, and you're ready to give in and (%}* If any sign is ordinarily the very soul of discretion, self-control, g !
"~ looked in the mirror and suddenly decided there was something A\\ admit you were wrong, this time, if they agree to a couple of tiny and discipline, it's you. Still, it won't take much arm twisting to a. Lakshya
you'd like to change about yourself. Well, good for you. You can ‘conditions’. For example: 1.) There will be no more pouting talk you into a little recreation at this particular moment b. Cheetah
do it and you know it. What you may not know is that if you when you offer suggestions about how to make something in time. It will take even less persuasion if you happen .
start the project now, you'll see results in an amazingly short better. 2.) There will be no more pouting when it turns out that to be at the mercy of someone you've been dying to spend ¢ Nishant
amount of time. That goes for eating habits, cosmetic changes, you're right. Your mission is to present your suggestions a few quality hours alone with for a long time. Go ahead. d. Arjun

or even attitude adjustments. Get busy. without even a hint of criticism in your tone. But lose the guilt first.

2. The treaty which ushered in

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21 NATO, was signed by the

You're not in the mood for angry words, bright lights, or loud

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

You can definitely expect at least one more wonderful day and

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

You've been looking at your life lately and wondering if it's at all member nations at

music, and no rushing around either. This will amaze your one more wonderful evening too. Better stock up on all the the way you want it to be. If you're not sure any more, you have

a. Geneva
friends, who have come to expect nonstop activity and things you'll need to create the ambience you're after, including options. You can either seek out a realtor in the city or state of
commotion as your absolute favorite state of affairs. Still, you're food, music, and maybe some scented candles. It's also a your choice, or you can start looking at a world map to find a b. London
perfectly entitled to silence when you want it. Could it be time for perfect time to munch on your favourite snacks and watch a country you might like to get to know better for a couple of c. Paris

a trip to the country? Or maybe just a day alone with the movie. Better also make a couple of phone calls to the friends years. Less drastic? Redecorate. You can create an entirely

d. Washington

headphones on and the phone turned off? who ordinarily call you at least once every evening. new home right where you are.

3. The unit of current is

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

= a.ohm
The heavens have a plan to bring you close (or even closer) to ?_ ,_/? Don't let any confusion you encounter today frustrate you. H C’) :  The heavens have arranged for every word you utter to emerge
both your friends and/or your lover, closer than you've been in ::’g::‘ Instead, treat it as a valuable clue that's pointing you toward - sounding firm, grounded, and absolutely impossible to argue b. watt
some time, which is really saying something for your w3 changes you might need to make in your life. If a certain with. That goes double for emotional issues, which will c. ampere

affectionate sign. You'll probably also end up in a long disorderly situation is making you feel confused, perhaps you undoubtedly be the subject. Fortunately, there's no time like the

d. None of the above
heart-to-heart chat regarding a dispute that's taken far too

need to get rid of some emotional clutter. Throw out the bad present for a heart-to-heart talk with the person you love most.

long to resolve. Whether you're delivering or accepting the attitudes and negative feelings. If your schedule is confusing Stop mulling and start talking. Make the call and clear the air.

2°¢ prz e | isiomsuy

apology, expect a happy ending. you, you should start paying more attention to being prompt. You'll feel much better afterward.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

7 2|5|6] |9
6(4|8

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one 1
point, a four letter word is worth

two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 6

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very

good, 10-15 words: Good, 3 1
5-10 words: Average —

9
418
O

VIR N e
O =00

=0l

NN
oo
~

ANSWER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.
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Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count
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Hostages freed in Texas synagogue standoff

All four hostages are unharmed after a ten hour-standoff, and their suspected captor is dead: Police

Colleyville, US - All four people
taken hostage in a more than
ten-hour standoff at a Texas syn-
agogue have been freed un-
harmed, police said late on
Saturday, and their suspected
captor is dead.

The siege in the small Texas
town of Colleyville - in which
the suspect was apparently de-
manding the release of a con-
victed terrorist - had sparked an
outpouring of concern from
Jewish organisations in the
United States and the Israeli
government.

Colleyville  police  chief
Michael Miller told a news con-
ference a 'rescue team breached
the synagogue’ on Saturday
evening and rescued three re-
maining hostages - all adults -
being held inside. A first hostage
had been released unharmed a
few hours earlier.

“The suspect is deceased,”
Miller told reporters.

FBI Dallas Special Agent Matt
DeSarno said the four hostages -
who included a much-loved local
rabbi, Charlie Cytron-Walker -
did not need medical attention.

“He did not harm them in any
way,” he said.

There were reports from jour-
nalists at the scene of a loud ex-
plosion and gunshots at the
synagogue shortly before the
press conference.

That was more than ten hours
after police were alerted to the
emergency at the Congregation
Beth Israel in Colleyville, about
40km west of Dallas.

Officers evacuated the syna-

gogue's surroundings and cor-
doned off the area, the police
force said.

ABC News reported that the
hostage-taker was armed and
had claimed to have bombs in
unknown locations. That was not
confirmed by police although
Miller said that ‘bomb techs are
clearing the scene’'.

At about 3.00am local time
(0800 GMT) the police force
tweeted that it was ‘'now safe for
residents who were evacuated to
return’.

Quoting a US official briefed
on the matter, ABC reported the
man was demanding the release
of Aafia Siddiqui - a Pakistani sci-
entist who in 2010 was sen-
tenced by a New York court to
86 years in prison for the at-
tempted murder of US officers in
Afghanistan.

She is currently being held at
a prison in Fort Worth, Texas.

DeSarno told the news con-
ference the suspect had been
identified, but did not disclose his
identity.

The FBI special agent did not
confirm the suspect’'s demands,
but said they were ‘focused on
one issue that was not specifi-
cally threatening to the Jewish
community’ - and that he did not
believe there was an ongoing
threat.

ABC initially said the man
claimed to be Siddiqui's brother,
but later clarified her brother is in
Houston - while experts said the
word the man used in Arabic was
more figurative and meant 'sis-
ter’ in the Islamic faith.

An armoured truck is parked in the parking lot of Colleyville Middle School in Colleyville, Texas on Saturday (AFp)

MICHAEL MILLER

Siddiqui's lawyer said she 'has
absolutely no involvement' in the
hostage situation in a statement
to CNN.

The lawyer confirmed that
the man was not Siddiqui's

brother and said she con-
demned his actions.

DeSarno said police negotia-
tors ‘had a high frequency and
duration of contact with' the
hostage-taker.

“There were times when it
stopped for periods of time and
like many hostage situations, the
relationship between the nego-
tiators and hostage-taker had
been floating a little bit and

sometimes got intense,” he said.

‘Horrifying’
A live stream of the congrega-
tion's Shabbat morning service,
available on Facebook for around
four hours during the standoff,
appeared to capture audio of a
man talking loudly - although it
did not show the scene inside the
building. He could be heard say-
ing, 'You get my sister on the
phone,’ and 'l am gonna die’.

He was also heard saying:
“There's something wrong with

America.”

Beth Israel congregation
member Ellen Smith described
the situation as ‘shocking and
horrifying" in a CNN interview.

She said the congregation was
a 'tight’ community, and the
rabbi in particular was ‘the best
human | think anyone could ever
meet'.

But she said it was ‘not shock-
ing' the crisis occurred in a Jew-
ish community.

“Cases of anti-Semitism have
risen lately, but since Jews were
first walking the Earth, we have
been persecuted,” she said.

President Joe Biden pledged
to ‘stand against anti-Semitism
and against the rise of extremism
in this country’.

“I am grateful to the tireless
work of law enforcement at all
levels who acted cooperatively
and fearlessly to rescue the
hostages,” he said.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett tweeted: ‘This event is a
stark reminder that antisemitism
is still alive and we must continue
to fight it worldwide.

‘To the Jewish community in
Colleyville and around the world:
You are not alone - we stand
united with you.'

‘No one should ever be afraid
to assemble in their place of wor-
ship,’ the Jewish Community Re-
lations Council said in a
statement, while the Council on
American-Islamic Relations said
it was in contact with Colleyville
Jewish leaders to ‘provide any
assistance possible'.

AFP

People greet Kyrgyz troops as they return from Kazakhstan - where they

were deployed following Kazakhstan's request, in Tokmak on Friday (AFP)

225 people have
died during unrest,
says Kazakhstan

Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan - Violent
unrest in Kazakhstan that began
with peaceful protests in early
January over energy prices has
left 225 people dead, authorities
said on Saturday, in a dramatic
increase on previous tolls.

The demonstrations spiralled
into unprecedented clashes be-
tween security forces and anti-
government protesters in the
energy-rich ex-Soviet state,
prompting President Kassym-Jo-
mart Tokayev to declare a state
of emergency and call in help
from a Russian-led military bloc.

"During the state of emer-
gency, the bodies of 225 people
were delivered to morgues, of
which 19 were law enforcement
officers and military personnel,”
Serik Shalabayev, a representa-
tive of the state prosecutor, said
at a briefing on Saturday.

Others were ‘armed bandits
who participated in terrorist at-
tacks’, Shalabayev added.

“Unfortunately, civilians have
also become victims of acts of
terrorism.”

Kazakhstan had previously
acknowledged fewer than 50 fa-
talities - 26 ‘armed criminals’ and
18 security officers in the conflict
that exposed infighting at the
very top of the government.

A higher death toll of 164 that
appeared on an official
Telegram channel last week was

quickly retracted. Asel Artakshi-
nova, a spokeswoman for the
Health Ministry, said that more
than 2,600 people had sought
treatment at hospitals, with 67
currently in a serious condition.

Authorities in Kazakhstan
have blamed the violence on
bandits and international ‘terror-
ists’ that they said hijacked the
protests that saw the epicentre
of unrest move from the west to
the country's largest city Almaty.

They have not provided evi-
dence about who the alleged for-
eign bandits and terrorists were.

The protests have been the
biggest threat so far to the
regime established by Kaza-
khstan's founding president Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev, who stepped
down in 2019 and hand-picked
Tokayev as his successor.

Much of the popular anger
has appeared directed at
Nazarbayev, who is 81 and had
ruled Kazakhstan since 1989 be-
fore handing over power.

Many protesters shouted ‘Old
Man Out!" in reference to
Nazarbayev, and a statue of him
was torn down in the southern
city of Taldykorgan. Tokayev this
week launched an attack on
Nazarbayev, saying his mentor
had failed to share the Central
Asian country's vast wealth with
ordinary Kazakhs.

AFP

Lebanon's Hezbollah ‘ready for government meetings’

Beirut, Lebanon - Lebanese
group Hezbollah and its ally the
Amal movement said on Satur-
day they were ready to return to
government meetings after three
months of political deadlock that
has exacerbated the country's
economic crisis.

‘We announce our agreement
to participate in cabinet meet-
ings to approve the national
budget and discuss the eco-
nomic rescue plan and all that
concerns improving the living
conditions of the Lebanese,’ the
two Shiite movements said in a
joint statement.

Lebanon's government was
formed in September after a 13-
month political impasse.

But it has not met since Octo-
ber 12 due to a boycott by
Hezbollah and Amal amid ten-

Hezbollah supporters fly the group’s flag during an event marking the

anniversary of the end of the 2006 war with Israel, in Khiam (AFp)

sions over an investigationinto a
catastrophic explosion at Beirut's
port in 2020.

Hezbollah and Amal said Sat-
urday's decision was a ‘response
to the needs of the citizens/, cit-

ing ‘the collapse of the Lebanese
pound’s exchange rate, the de-
cline of the public sector’ and
crumbling incomes and purchas-
ing power.

The country is in the throes of

an economic meltdown that the
World Bank has said is likely
among the world's worst since
the mid-19th century.

About 80 per cent of the pop-
ulation now lives in poverty and
the local currency has shed more
than 90 per cent of its value on
the black market.

Reacting to the parties' an-
nouncement, Prime Minister
Najib Mikati said he would con-
vene a cabinet meeting as soon
as the finance ministry had sent
through a draft budget.

The two groups had been
boycotting Cabinet sessions in
objection to the judge tasked
with investigating the August
2020 port blast, Tarek Bitar, de-
manding he be replaced.

The explosion of a shipment
of ammonium nitrate fertiliser

stored haphazardly in a port
warehouse for years killed at
least 215 people and disfigured
the capital.

Efforts by Bitar to interrogate
ex-ministers have been chal-
lenged with lawsuits, while
Hezbollah and Amal have ac-
cused him of politicising the
probe.

Families of the victims and
survivors of the blast have grown
increasingly angry and have ac-
cused politicians of seeking to
hamper the investigation to es-
cape accountability.

Lebanese President Michel
Aounin late December called for
an end to the government boy-
cott, implicitly criticising his ally
Hezbollah for blocking the Cabi-
net meetings.

AFP

Twitter bans accountlinked to Iran leader
over video threatening Donald Trump

Washington, US - Twitter said
on Saturday it had permanently
suspended an account linked to
Iran's supreme leader that
posted a video calling for re-
venge for a top general's assas-
sination against former US
president Donald Trump.

“The account referenced has
been permanently suspended for
violating our ban evasion policy,”
a Twitter spokesperson told AFP.

The account, @KhameneiSite,
this week posted an animated
video showing an unmanned air-
craft targeting Trump, who or-
dered a drone strike in Baghdad
two years ago that killed top
I[ranian commander General
Qassem Soleimani.

Supreme leader Ayatollah Al
Khamenei's main accounts in
various languages remain active.
Last year, another similar ac-
count was suspended by Twitter
over a post also appearing to ref-
erence revenge against Trump.

Donald Trump socks are displayed for sale ahead of the first rally of the year by former US President Donald

Trump, at the Canyon Moon Ranch festival grounds in Florence, Arizona, on Saturday (AFP)

The recent video, titled ‘Re-
venge is Definite’, was also
posted on Khamenei's official
website.

According to Twitter, the
company's top priority is keeping
people safe and protecting the
health of the conversation on the

platform.

The social media giant says it
has clear policies around abusive
behaviour and will take action

when violations are identified.

As head of the Quds Force,
the foreign operations arm of
Iran's Revolutionary Guards,
Soleimani was the architect of its
strategy in the Middle East.

He and his Iragi lieutenant
were killed by a US drone strike
outside Baghdad airport on Jan-
uary 3, 2020.

Khamenei has repeatedly
promised to avenge his death.

On January 3, the second an-
niversary of the strike, the
supreme leader and ultraconser-
vative President Ebrahim Raisi
once again threatened the US
with revenge.

Trump's supporters regularly
denounce the banning of the
Republican billionaire from
Twitter, underscoring that ac-
counts of several leaders con-
sidered authoritarian by the
United States are allowed to
post on the platform.

AFP
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Climate change worsening toll of humid heat on outdoor labour: Study

Paris, France - A punishing mix
of heat and humidity that makes
outdoor labour difficult and dan-
gerous is causing around 677bn
lost working hours a year around
the world, according to a new
study released on Thursday that
warns climate change is making
it worse.

Researchers in the United
States, who estimated the cur-
rent cost at US$2.1tn every year,
said that the negative effects of
stifling temperatures on people
doing heavy work in agriculture
and construction had been un-
derestimated.

The new figures comes amid
a growing focus on the severe

health impacts of climate
change, not just as projections
of future harm from heatwaves
and other extreme events, but
also as consequences already
playing out across a warming
world.

The study, published in the
journal Environmental Research
Letters, looked at data on humid
heat - particularly dangerous be-
cause the body is less able to
cool down by sweating.

Researchers estimated the
number of workers exposed to
unsafe levels over the 20 years to
2020, as well as the impact on
labour compared to the period
1981to 2000.

Researchers incorporated the
findings from laboratory-based
research published last year
that suggest productivity drops
off at lower temperature and
humidity levels than previously
thought.

They found that between
20071and 2020, exposure to high
humidity and heat was linked to
approximately 677bn lost work-
ing hours a year in heavy outdoor
labour.

It suggested almost three
quarters of the global working-
age population are already living
in locations where background
climate conditions are associ-
ated with about a hundred hours

of heat-associated lost work per
person per year.

“If outdoor workers are losing
productivity at these lower tem-
perature and humidity levels,
then labour losses in the tropics
could be as high as 500 to 600
hours per person per year,
which is over twice as high as
previous estimates,” said lead
researcher Luke Parsons, of
Duke University.

The research found that India
currently loses around 259bn
hours annually due to the im-
pacts of humid heat on labour,
while China loses 72bn hours
and Bangladesh loses 32bn
hours.

Warming

‘magnifies impacts’
Over the last four decades, as
global temperatures have risen,
the study found heat-related
labour losses have increased by
at least nine per cent.

The authors estimate that cli-
mate change is to blame for an
additional 25bn working hours
lost annually in India over the last
20 years compared to the previ-
ous 20 years, and an extra 4bn
hours a year in China over the
same period.

Parsons said other hot and
humid regions such as the south-
eastern United States could also
be experiencing ‘significant’

labour losses as well.

"These results imply that we
don't have to wait for 1.5 degrees
Celsius of global warming to ex-
perience impacts of climate
change on labour and the econ-
omy," he said.

“The warming we've already
experienced may be associated
with large-scale background
labour losses. Additional future
warming magnifies these im-
pacts.”

The Lancet's annual Count-
down on Health and Humanity
report last year warned that
overall some 295bn hours of po-
tential work were lost due to ex-
treme heat exposure in 2020,

with the average potential earn-
ings lost in poorer countries
equivalent to between four and
eight per cent of national gross
domestic product (GDP).

Research published last year
in the journal Nature Climate
Change suggested around
100,000 heat-related deaths per
year were caused by climate
change.

Last year, the UN Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change
warned that global heating is vir-
tually certain to pass the Paris
agreement threshold of a 1.5 de-
gree Celsius cap, probably within
a decade.

AFP

Taliban fighters pepper spray
women demanding rights

Kabul, Afghanistan - Taliban
forces on Sunday fired pepper
spray at a group of women pro-
testers in Afghanistan’s capital
demanding rights to work and
education, three demonstrators
told AFP.

Since seizing control of the
country by force in August, the
Taliban authorities have im-
posed creeping restrictions on
Afghans, especially on women.

Around 20 women gathered
in front of Kabul University,
chanting ‘equality and justice’
and carried banners that read
‘Women's rights, human rights’,
an AFP correspondent reported.

The protest however was
later dispersed by the Taliban
fighters who arrived at the scene
in several vehicles, three women
protesters told AFP.

“When we were near Kabul
University three Taliban vehicles
came, and fighters from one of
the vehicles used pepper spray
on us,” said a protester, who
asked not to be named for secu-
rity reasons. “My right eye
started to burn. | told one of
them ‘shame on you’, and then
he pointed his gun at me.”

Two other protesters said
that one of the women had to be
taken to hospital after the spray
caused an allergic reaction to her
eyes and face.

This file photo shows Afghan women taking part in a protest march for their rights under the Taliban rule in the

downtown area of Afghanistan’s capital Kabul on September 3, last year (aFp)

An AFP correspondent saw a
fighter confiscate a mobile
phone of a man who was filming
the demonstration.

The hardline group have
banned unsanctioned protests
and frequently intervened to
forcefully break up rallies de-
manding rights for women.

The Taliban authorities have
blocked women public sector

employees from returning to
work, many secondary schools
have still not reopened for girls,
and public universities are re-
maining shut.

Long distance trips for
women who are not accompa-
nied by a close male relative
have been banned.

The authorities have also is-
sued guidelines that prevent tel-

evision channels from broad-
casting serials featuring women
actors.

Meanwhile, many women are
living in hiding, fearful of a
regime notorious for human
rights abuses during their first
stint in power between 1996-
2001, before being ousted by a
US-led invasion.

AFP

Ukraine says has ‘evidence’
Russia behind cyberattack

Kyiv, Ukraine - Ukraine said on
Sunday it had ‘evidence’ Russia
was behind a massive cyberat-
tack that knocked out key gov-
ernment websites this past
week, while Microsoft warned
the hack could be far worse than
first thought.

Tensions are at an all-time
high between Ukraine and Rus-
sia, which Kyiv accuses of having
massed troops on its border
ahead of a possible invasion.
Some analysts fear the cyberat-
tack could be the prelude to a
military attack.

On Friday, Washington also
accused Russia of sending sabo-
teurs trained in explosives to
stage an incident that could be
the pretext to invade its pro-
Western neighbour.

‘All the evidence points to
Russia being behind the cyberat-
tack,’ the Ukrainian digital trans-
formation ministry said in a
statement. ‘Moscow is continu-
ing to wage a hybrid war.

The ministry urged Ukrainians
not to panic, saying their per-
sonal information was protected.

The purpose of the attack, it
added, 'is not only to intimidate
society. But to also destabilise
the situation in Ukraine, halting
the work of the public sector and
crushing Ukrainians' trust in the
authorities'.

The Kremlin rejected the
claims and said there was no ev-

Six Russian officers are charged in the US for cyberattacks on Ukraine's

power grid, 2017 French elections and 2018 Winter Olympics (AFp)

idence Russia was behind the at-
tack. “"We have nothing to do
with it. Russia has nothing to do
with these cyberattacks,” Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin's
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, told
CNN. “Ukrainians are blaming
everything on Russia, even their
bad weather in their country,” he
said in English.

Kyiv said late on Friday it had
uncovered preliminary clues
Russian security services could
have been behind the cyberat-
tack. The SBU security service
said the attacks in the early hours
of Friday had targeted a total of
70 government websites.

Microsoft warning
Microsoft warned on Sunday
that the cyberattack could prove
destructive and affect more or-
ganisations than initially feared.
The US software giant said it

continued to analyse the mal-
ware and warned it could render
government digital infrastructure
inoperable.

“The malware, which is de-
signed to look like ransomware
but lacking a ransom recovery
mechanism, is intended to be de-
structive and designed to render
targeted devices inoperable
rather than to obtain a ransom,”
the US software giant said in a
blog post.

Microsoft said it had not so far
identified a culprit behind the at-
tacks but warned that the num-
ber of affected organisations
could prove larger than initially
thought. “Our investigation
teams have identified the mal-
ware on dozens of impacted sys-
tems and that number could
grow as our investigation contin-
ues,” Microsoft said.

AFP

Bangladesh arrests brother of
Rohingya insurgency leader

Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh -
Bangladesh police said on Sun-
day they had arrested the
brother of a notorious insurgent
leader whose organisation has
been blamed for murders and
drug trafficking in sprawling Ro-
hingya refugee camps.

The country is home to
around 850,000 members of
the stateless Muslim minority,
who live in patchwork and over-
crowded settlements after flee-
ing violence in neighbouring
Myanmar.

The Arakan Rohingya Salva-
tion Army militant group has
been accused of assassinating
political opponents, running nar-
cotics and instilling a climate of
fear in the camps.

Mohammad Shah Ali, ar-
rested late on Saturday by the
elite Armed Police Battalion, is
the half-brother of ARSA's infa-
mous leader Ataullah Abu
Ammar Jununi.

He was caught in a camp near
the coastal city of Cox's Bazar
with ‘arms and drugs', the battal-
jon said in a statement.

Commanding officer Naimul
Haque told AFP that Ali had ad-
mitted his links with ARSA and
that ‘Ataullah was in regular con-
tact with him’.

He also said police had res-
cued one person kidnapped by

Rohingya refugees wait to disembark from a navy ship in Bhashan Char -

their new settlement in Noakhali early this month (aFp)

Mohammad Shah Ali (aFp)

Ali, without giving further details.

A Rohingya refugee living in
Nouakar Mat camp confirmed
the arrest to AFP.

“Everyone here is terrified by
him,” said Mohammad Salim.
“(He) used to oppress us.”

Nearly all of the Rohingya
refugees living in the border
camp arrived in the wake of a

brutal Myanmar military crack-
down - now subject to a genocide
investigation at The Hague - that
began after ARSA attacks on
Myanmar police posts in 2017.

Ali's capture was the most
high-profile arrest of an ARSA
member since the group was ac-
cused of murdering Rohingya
community leader Mohib Ullah
in September, and killing seven
others at an Islamic seminary.

Bangladesh authorities
launched a dragnet in the camps
after the murders, arresting hun-
dreds of people.

Tom Andrews, the UN special
rapporteur for Myanmar, visited
the camps last month and
blamed ARSA for much of the
crime committed there.

AFP

Former Haiti senator arrested in
Jamaica over president’s murder

Miami, US - A former Haitian
lawmaker who is a suspect in the
assassination of the country’s
president has been arrested in
Jamaica, Jamaican authorities
said on Saturday.

Ex-senator Jean Joel Joseph,
wanted in the July 7, 2021, killing
of president Jovenel Moise, was
arrested on Friday evening, the
Jamaica Constabulary Force
(JCF) said in a statement.

The JCF “can confirm that a
Haitian national; Jean Joel Joseph
and three other members (of) his
family were arrested in Jamaica
onimmigration related charges,”
the statement said.

Jamaican investigators con-
tacted Haitian authorities who
said Joseph was “wanted in Haiti
as a suspect in the alleged assas-
sination of the Haitian President
in 2021," it added.

Joseph was arrested at a
house in St. Elizabeth, a parish in
the southwest of the island.

A Jamaican police source told
AFP that Joseph is ‘being de-
tained at the moment'.

The source said Jamaican po-
lice acted in conjunction with ‘in-
ternational law enforcement
partners’ and that ‘joint investi-
gations' had been underway.

Moise, who was unpopular in
Haiti, was killed and his wife was

This file photo shows a cop standing guard outside the presidential

residence in Port-au-Prince after Moise's murder in July last year (AFpP)

seriously wounded when a com-
mando of around 20 men burst
into the presidential residence
and shot them in July.

Dozens of suspects had been
arrested previously over Moise's
murder, but much about the as-
sassination remains murky, es-
pecially who ordered it.

An arrest warrant was issued
for Joseph right after the killing,
with authorities describing him

as ‘armed and dangerous'.
Joseph was an opposition sen-
ator and fierce critic of the pres-
ident.

More than 40 people, includ-
ing more than a dozen Colom-
bians and some Americans of
Haitian origin, have been ar-
rested in connection with the as-
sassination.

The killing deepened an al-
ready dramatic crisis in Haiti,

which is suffering from a lack of
security, soaring gang violence
and a spate of kidnappings.

Prime Minister Ariel Henry,
who has in effect been running
the country since Moise's death,
told AFP this month that he too
had been targeted in an assassi-
nation attempt, during national
day celebrations.

Earlier this month, US author-
ities charged a retired Colombian
soldier in connection with
Moise's killing.

The Justice Department said
43-year-old Mario Palacios,
along with others, ‘participated in
a plot to kidnap or kill the Haitian
President’.

US prosecutors said the plot
against Moise 'initially focused
on conducting a kidnapping of
the president as part of a pur-
ported arrest operation’, but it
‘ultimately resulted in a plot to
kill".

The US Congress on Thursday
ordered a probe into Moise's as-
sassination.

The Senate voted unani-
mously on Thursday to order the
State Department to issue a re-
port within 180 days that would
provide a 'detailed description’ of
the circumstances surrounding
Moise's killing.

AFP
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC

UK points to lifting of restrictions

London, UK - Britain's govern-
ment said on Sunday it hopes to
lift its latest COVID-19 restric-
tions for England later this
month with the Omicron surge
of infections apparently fading.

Last month, England
switched to ‘Plan B’ restrictions,
re-imposing guidance to work
from home and a requirement
for attendees to show vaccina-
tion passports on entry to larger
events. The government will lift
those on January 26, but a man-
date to wear face masks may
continue, according to reports.

Government minister Oliver
Dowden, co-chairman of Prime
Minister Boris Johnson's Con-
servative party, said the 'signs
were encouraging'.

"It has always been my hope
that we would have the Plan B
restrictions for the shortest pe-
riod possible,” he said on Sky
News.

“I'm under no doubt the kind
of burdens this puts hospitality,
wider business, schools and so
onunder, and | want us to get rid
of those if we possibly can.”

After the Omicron variant
emerged, Britain's daily case-
load for COVID-19 topped a
record 200,000 infections in
early January, but has now
dropped to less than half that.

The upcoming relaxation will
reportedly form part of plans by
Johnson to relaunch his pre-
miership as he battles a slew of

A pedestrian walks past a site for the construction of a temporary field hospital, on the complex of The Royal Preston Hospital, in northwest England

on Friday. Fuelled by the Omicron variant, daily cases of COVID-19 are rising in the northern part of the country (Arp)

OLIVER DOWDEN

allegations about ‘partygate’
lockdown breaches in Downing
Street.

Opposition Labour leader
Keir Starmer agreed with the

need to lift the restrictions ‘as
soon as possible’ if government
scientists agree, but noted the
backdrop of political scandal.

“l want them to be lifted be-

cause the medical science says
they should be lifted, not simply
because the prime minister is in
areal mess and he's desperately
trying to get out of it,” he told
the BBC.

Many Conservative MPs are
up in arms about the reports of
rule-breaking in  Downing
Street, and had already warned
Johnson he cannot count on
their support to extend
COVID-19 restrictions.

Facing restive Tory back-

benchers, the prime minister re-
buffed calls by some scientists
toimpose a full lockdown in De-
cember, and allowed sporting
events to continue with capacity
crowds in England.

The devolved governments
of Scotland and Wales did im-
pose bans on large crowds at
sports fixtures last month, but
have now lifted that rule in time
for the Six Nations rugby tour-
nament starting next month.
AFP

Covax scheme delivers one billionth dose of vaccine

Geneva, Switzerland - The
Covax scheme aimed at equi-
table global access to COVID-19
vaccines hit a 'key milestone’ on
Saturday when it delivered its
one billionth dose, one of its key
backers said.

The Covax facility was set up
in 2020 by the World Health Or-
ganization, Gavi the Vaccine Al-
liance and the Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions to ensure that poorer coun-
tries can access the vaccines
needed to battle the pandemic.

"“Covax has delivered its first
billionth dose of COVID-19 vac-
cines to 144 countries & territo-
ries across the world,” Gavi chief
executive Seth Berkley tweeted.

“It's a key milestone in the
largest and most rapid global
vaccine rollout in history.”

Berkley said that when the
plane carrying the shipment
with the one billionth dose had
touched down in Kigali, Rwanda

This file photo shows workers loading boxes of vaccines - under Covax

scheme - at Ivato Airport in Madagascar, on May 8 last year (AFP)

on Saturday evening, “I felt
proud but also humbled know-
ing how far we have to go to
protect everyone and solve vac-
cine inequity”.

Covax hit the one-billionth
mark less than a year after de-
livering its first vaccine dose late
last February - to Ghana.

All countries have been per-
mitted to order doses through
the mechanism, but lower-in-
come countries have received
the jabs free of charge.

Berkley said in a statement
on Saturday that he was ‘proud
that nearly 90 per cent of the
first billion doses Covax has de-

livered have been full-funded
doses sent to the low and lower-
middle countries”.

Omicron could
‘unravel’ progress

But while reaching that one-bil-
lion milestone is impressive,
Covax has fallen far short of its
initial objective of delivering 2bn
doses by the end of 2021.

That is because it has been
forced to compete with rich
countries willing to pay a high
price and hoarding doses.

In a speech on Thursday,
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus pointed out that
while more than 9.4bn vaccine
doses had been administered
around the world, more than 85
per cent of people in Africa have
yet to receive a single dose.

Health experts warn that al-
lowing COVID-19 to spread un-
abated in some places
dramatically increases the

chance of new, more dangerous
variants emerging.

WHO said late last month
that nearly half of its 194 mem-
ber states had missed its target
of vaccinating 40 per cent of
their population by the end of
2021. It has called for a redou-
bling of efforts to ensure all
countries manage to hit its sec-
ond target, of vaccinating 70 per
cent of their populations, by
mid-2022.

But experts warn that the
current imbalance risks deepen-
ing further as many countries
now rush to roll out additional
doses to respond to the fast-
spreading coronavirus variant
Omicron. “We cannot afford to
let Omicron and the increased
demand for boosters unravel
the progress we've made,”
Berkley tweeted, urging the
world to ‘work together to
#breakCovid now'.

AFP

Conservative party chairman Oliver Dowden on the BBC's

Sunday Morning show criticised Boris Johnson for the party (aAFp)

PM ‘broke
the law’;: UK
Labour leader

London, UK - Britain's main
opposition leader on Sunday
accused Prime Minister
Boris Johnson of breaking
the law, but the government
vowed changes after a
bruising series of revelations
about lockdown-breaching

parties.
In the latest, Johnson's
wife Carrie was pho-

tographed on the front page
of The Sunday Telegraph
newspaper embracing a
friend at a September 2020
party, in apparent violation
of the then rules on social
distancing.

At least six lawmakers in
Johnson's Conservative
party have now called pub-
licly for him to quit, while
others say they are awaiting
the findings of an internal in-
quiry by senior civil servant
Sue Gray.

Labour leader Keir
Starmer, who is enjoying an
opinion poll surge on the
back of the Downing Street
'partygate’ allegations, said
the facts were already clear.

“| think he broke the law.
| think he's as good as ad-
mitted that he broke the
law,"” Starmer told BBC tele-
vision. Gray only has the
remit to establish the facts,
he added, calling for the po-
lice to look into a possible
criminal inquiry once her re-
port is out.

“The Prime Minister has
degraded the office of prime
minister and he has lost full
authority not only in his own
party, but in the country,”
Starmer said.

Government  minister
Oliver Dowden, the Conser-
vatives' co-chairman, con-

ceded that the Downing
Street parties were ‘com-
pletely unacceptable’.

But Dowden backed
Johnson to stay in office,
while stressing he would
take ‘full responsibility’ once
Gray releases her findings.

“| can tell you that when
he responds to the House of
Commons, as he has com-
mitted to do so, he will make
sure that we address the
kind of culture that has al-
lowed that to happen in the
first place,” he told Sky
News.

Conservative MPs, many
of whom were spending the
weekend back in their home
constituencies, say they are
being deluged with mes-
sages from voters outraged
at the accounts of rule-
breaking in Downing Street.

After weeks of denials
and stonewalling, the Prime
Minister this week apolo-
gised in parliament for at
least one boozy event or-
ganised by his staff which
he attended in May 2020,
when Britons were banned
from socialising.

Two other parties were
held in April 2021 as Queen
Elizabeth Il prepared to bury
Prince Philip, her husband of
73 years. Downing Street
sent apologies to Bucking-
ham Palace, calling them
‘deeply regrettable’.

But those were not iso-
lated events, says Saturday's
Daily Mirror, which published
a photograph of a fridge
being delivered to a Down-
ing Street back door in De-
cember 2020 for ‘Wine time
Fridays'.

AFP

Protesters hit French streets to fight new vaccine pass

Paris, France - Thousands
demonstrated in cities across
France against tighter restric-
tions on people not vaccinated
against COVID-19, as parlia-
mentary wrangling continued
over a draft law.

But turnout was significantly
lower than the previous week-
end’s demonstrations accord-
ing to official estimates, with
interior ministry estimates put-
ting the national figures at half
that of last week.

In the capital Paris, the
largest single gathering on Sat-
urday set off from near the Eiffel
Tower, called by far-right anti-
EU presidential candidate Flo-
rian Philippot.

Other demonstrations
harked back to the 2018-19 'yel-
low vests' protests against
President Emmanuel Macron’s
perceived favouring of the
wealthy.

There were also marches in
major cities including Bordeaux,

Toulouse and Lille.

People in the crowd chanted
‘no to the vaccine’ or ‘freedom
for Djokovic', seizing on the
case of men's tennis number
one Novak Djokovic, who is
fighting the Australian govern-
ment to compete unvaccinated
in next week’s Grand Slam Aus-
tralian Open.

“Novak is kind of our stan-
dard-bearer at the moment,”
demonstrator Pascal told AFP in
Bordeaux.

He was marching alongside
parents with children at a ten-
nis club in the western city,
where he said the tennis coach
risked losing his job for refus-
ing vaccination.

‘It’s Nazism,

it’s apartheid’

In Paris, demonstrators bore
French and regional flags, with
banners bearing messages like
'it's not the virus they want to
control, it's you'.

People demonstrate against health pass and COVID-19 vaccines, in the French capital Paris on Saturday (aFp)

“It's Nazism, it's apartheid, |
haven't been jabbed and I'm
against vaccines in general,”

said Claire, a demonstrator in
her sixties.
Two others, Laurence and

Claire, told AFP they were vac-
cinated "but we're against the
pass for teenagers. We don't

see why they're being vacci-
nated because they aren't in
danger.”

According to figures gath-
ered by the police and released
by the interior ministry on Sat-
urday, the turnout was 54,000
across France, compared to
105,200 a week ago.

Demonstrators had hoped to
keep up the pressure after
Macron's declaration earlier
this month that he wanted to
‘piss off' the unvaccinated with
new restrictions until they ac-
cepted a coronavirus shot.

The latest stage of that policy
came into force on Saturday.
The government-issued ‘health
pass' has been deactivated for
tens of thousands of people
who have not received a
booster vaccination within
seven months of their first
course of shots.

The pass is required for ac-
cess for everything from bars
and restaurants to cinemas and

other public buildings, as well as
for travel on France's high-
speed rail network.

‘Vaccine pass’

The government is working to
transform the health passinto a
‘vaccine pass’, under a bill cur-
rently being debated in parlia-
ment, which will require proof
of vaccination.

Negative coronavirus tests
or proof of recovery from a bout
with COVID-19 will no longer
be enough.

The tougher measures have
been pushed hard by the gov-
ernment as it faces a wave of
infections with the faster-
spreading Omicron variant.

On Friday, 330,000 new
COVID-19 cases were con-
firmed in France, with an aver-
age of almost 300,000 over the
preceding week. But the pres-
sure on hospitals has not grown
at the same pace.

AFP
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Oueen Margrethe, the face of an open and hard-working monarchy, allowed her sons to
marry commoners, and has herself been involved in Denmark's cultural scene

ith sparkling blue eyes and a
broad smile, she is known for
her relaxed and playful side,
occasionally answering
reporters' questions with a
mischievous grin.

A painter as well as a costume and set designer,
Denmark's Queen Margrethe |l has worked with the
Royal Danish Ballet and Royal Danish Theatre on nu-
merous occasions.

A fluent speaker of English, French, German and
Swedish, she has taken part in elaborate translation
projects, including the 1981 Danish version of Simone
de Beauvoir's "All Men are Mortal" under a pseudonym
in cooperation with her French-born husband, Prince
Henrik. But it is primarily her paintings and drawings
that have earned her accolades.

She has illustrated several books, including a Danish
2002 edition of J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of the Rings",
and her paintings have been exhibited in museums and
galleries in Denmark and abroad.

With her 82nd birthday approaching in April, Mar-
grethe has repeatedly insisted she will never step down
from her duties.

"l will stay on the throne until | drop," she has said,
as the Queen celebrated 50 years on the throne with
scaled-down festivities limited by COVID-19 restric-
tions despite the huge popularity of the artistic, chain-
smoking monarch.

At 81 years old, the always elegant Margrethe, with
her trademark white-haired bun, is the second longest-
serving monarch in Danish history - and the first
woman to hold the position of reigning queen

She came to power amid waning support for the roy-
als in 1972 but is now beloved for her unifying presence.

"We are unfortunately fewer marking the day than
we would have wanted," parliament speaker Henrik
Dam Kristensen told a socially distanced ceremony, the

first of just two events celebrating Friday's milestone.

Guests, who included Prime Minister Mette Fredrik-
sen, Crown Prince Frederik and his Australian-born wife
Crown Princess Mary, sat in chairs spaced apart.

Fredriksen said the queen was "elected by the peo-
ple" in a "democratic vote in 1953", when a change to
the Danish succession law enabled women to inherit
the throne.

A bundled-up Margrethe later took part in a wreath-
laying ceremony at her parents' grave at the red-brick
Roskilde Cathedral, west of Copenhagen, under sunny
but blustery skies.

She was again accompanied by her two sons and
their wives.

Larger celebrations have been postponed until Sep-
tember and include a palace dinner, a parade through
Copenhagen, service at Copenhagen Cathedral and
gala performance at the Royal Theatre.

The basis of her popularity
is that the queen is
absolutely non-political

In her five decades on the throne, Margrethe has
sidestepped scandal and helped to modernise the insti-
tution, making the Danish royal family one of the most
popular in the world.

Bo Petersen, a 58-year-old royalist who was in the
crowd to see the queen at the cathedral, called her "a

figurehead for all parts of society".

A 2018 Voxmeter poll found that more than three-
quarters of Danes supported the monarchy, while only
14.6 percent wanted the Scandinavian country to be-
come a republic.

'Duty and destiny'

"When she became queen, only 45 percent of Danes
were in favour of the monarchy," journalist Gitte Red-
der, who has authored several books on the Danish roy-
als, told AFP.

"They didn't believe in a monarchy in a modern
democracy.” That has changed. "The basis of her pop-
ularity is that the queen is absolutely non-political," his-
torian Lars Hovebakke Sorensen told AFP.

"She has managed to be a queen who has united the
Danish nation in a time of large changes: globalisation,
the appearance of the multicultural state, economic
crises in the 1970s, 1980s and again in 2008 to 2015,
and the pandemic,” he said.

At age 31, the crown princess acceded to the throne
on a foggy January day upon the death of her father
Frederik I1X. The grief-stricken mother of two young
boys - she now has eight grandchildren - was the first
woman to become a reigning queen in Europe's oldest
monarchy.

She took her reign name Margrethe Il after Mar-
grethe | who ruled Denmark from 1375-1412 but never
formally held the title.

"She has a strong sense of duty and never ques-
tioned her destiny," said historian Tom Buk-Swienty.

Widowed in 2018, the Queen, affectionately nick-
named Daisy by her subjects, has gradually modernised
the monarchy to keep it relevant, without diminishing
its status. She has been the face of an open monarchy,
allowed her sons to marry commoners, and has herself
been involved in Denmark's cultural scene.
AFP
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SITUATION WANTED

ACCA affiliate with two years of
experience in Accounts/Finance
seeking a suitable position. Cur-
rently in Oman on a visit and have
NOC and driving licence.
Contact: 96595067
email:farleymartyres19@gmail.com

® Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

VAT

Ready for joining immediately.
Contact: 91172545
email:poovathaniclkal@gmail.com

VAT Registrations, Quarterly Returns,
Taxation Consultancy & Audit

Gulf Center Consultancy&Audit
Chartered Accountants

Contact: 92469602/93949235

AC Mechanic with 2 + years of
experience in BLUE STAR Ernaku-
lam. Looking for a suitable place-
ment. Contact: 98214746
Whatsapp# +919526152166
email:pimasud@gmail.com

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Senior accountant, Indian male,
B.Com. 15 years experience in
Oman, with driving licence.

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

Offices at Muscat, Salalah, Sohar & Sur

Send your request for Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident card copy (/t's free of cost)

Car Rental & Lease
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TRIBUTE TO A
THEATRICAL WIZARD

Hubert Vaz

here was an air of nostal-
gia all around and every
whiff put one into a trance
- atrance that transcends
continents, though the
essence of what was on
display was bound by the same cord of
theatrical mastery.

The House of Musical Arts, adjacent to
the Royal Opera House Muscat, currently
showcases a unique collection of mystical
exhibits, all of which point towards the sheer
mastery of a legend and his illustrious career
- Franco Zeffirelli. The exhibition, titled Zef-
firelli, marks the 10th anniversary of the
Royal Opera House Muscat which had
opened with Zeffirelli's 'Turandot' in its
inaugural season'. It is also a fitting tribute
to the legendary Italian director, known for
his penchant for creating magic on stage as
well as on celluloid, who died in 2019 at the
age of 97.

On display are illuminated slides (texts
and photographs) which illustrate the high-
lights of his 70 year long career during which
he delivered legendary films and immortal
theatrical masterpieces, and a select set of
costumes used on stage for some of the
finest operas of all time.

This exhibition is a self-guided exhibition
that is divided into five periods showcasing
the explicit works of Zeffirelli across UK's
Covent Garden and Glyndebourne, The Met-
ropolitan Opera - the first in New York City,
Arena di  Verona - the largest open-air
opera in the world in Rome, Italy's Teatro
Alla Scala in Milan and finally, the Royal
Opera House Muscat, disclosed Dr Nasser
al Taie, advisor to the ROHM Board of direc-
tors for Education and Outreach.

“You will be able to see the progress (of
Zeffirelli's work), not necessarily in chrono-
logical order, but you can see how this man
was extremely talented, and don't forget,
that the late HM Sultan Qaboos bin Said had
awarded Zeffirelli the first medal of honour
(in this field), Dr Nasser said.

He further told Muscat Daily, “This is a
special exhibition by one of the greatest
operatic producers and directors - Franco
Zeffirelli. It also coincides with the celebra-
tion of ten years of the establishment of the
Royal Opera House Muscat and that Franco
Zeffirelli was instrumental in the production
of the premier 'Turandot' in 2011

"We are now also happy to present his
last production of Gieuseppe Verdi's 'Rigo-
letto' - a work that he was unable to finish
because of his demise in 2019. However, the
Zeffirelli Foundation has completed it and we
are bringing it to Muscat for the first time
next Thursday (January 20). This is a cele-
bration of a great artist and a celebration of
ten years of musical achievements of
ROHM."

The current exhibition will be open to the
public from 10am to 9pm everyday until
March 20, he added.

Exhibits on display include costumes worn in some of the classic
operas staged around the world in the past

An explicit exhibition
showcasing the illustrious
seven decade journey of late
Franco Zeffirelli, the legendary
director of esteemed operas,

€

takes visitors on a unique
mystical journey - beginning
in Britain and ending in
Muscat - at the House of
Musical Arts

DR NASSER AL TAIE

An important moment

Franco Zeffirelli's adopted son, Pippo Zeffirelli, who currently heads the Franco Zef-
firelli Foundation and who was present at the inauguration of the exhibition in Mus-
cat, said, “It's an important moment for us to be back in Oman to bring back a lot of
work of Zeffirelli who was a great artist in the field of opera, whose creations were
extraordinary, and who created great masterpieces that are recognised all over the
world.”

He further expressed joy that Zeffirelli's great works could be staged in Oman
and were well appreciated by patrons in Oman though it was quite challenging for
the artist himself (due to his age and ailments) to be away from Italy and from his
medical obligations when he came to Oman at a time when the ROHM was being
built. He was quite impressed by the ultra modern theatre and all the advanced tech-
nological arrangements provided to promote opera in Oman, he said.

Pippo Zeffirelli with visitors
at the exhibition
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DISAPPOINTED

Djokovic on a flight to Dubai after deportation

Melbourne, Australia - Novak
Djokovic was deported from Aus-
tralia on Sunday having lost a sen-
sational legal battle over his
coronavirus vaccination status and
with his dream of clinching a record
21st Grand Slam in tatters.

An ‘extremely disappointed’
Djokovic said he would comply
with a unanimous Federal Court
decision to uphold his visa cancel-
lation over fears he could stoke
anti-vaccine sentiment.

“| cannot stay in Australia and
participate in the Australian Open,”
he said on the eve of a tournament
that he has dominated for a decade.

"l hope that we can all now focus
on the game and tournament |
love.”

An AFP reporter captured im-
ages of Djokovic at Melbourne's
Tullamarine airport late on Sunday,
as the humbled star boarded a
flight for Dubai.

EK409 took off at 10.51pm
local time (1151 GMT).

Just hours earlier, in a few dry
words, the chief justice of Aus-
tralia’s Federal Court, James All-
sop, dispensed with the
unvaccinated tennis superstar's at-
tempt to reinstate his cancelled
visa and to make tennis history.

“The orders of the court are that
the amended application be dis-
missed with costs,” Allsop said in
understated remarks that ended a
week of legal high drama.

Three Federal Court justices had
listened to half a day of feisty legal
back-and-forth about Djokovic's
alleged risk to public order in
Australia.

Immigration  Minister  Alex
Hawke claimed Djokovic's stance
could inspire anti-vaccine senti-
ment, leading some people to face
the pandemic without vaccination
and inspiring anti-vaxxer activists
to gather in protests and rallies.

Hawke welcomed Sunday's ver-
dict, saying: “Australia’s strong bor-
der protection policies have kept us
safe during the pandemic.”

"(They) are also fundamental to
safeguarding Australia’s social co-
hesion,” he said.

The player's high-powered legal
team tried but failed to paint Aus-
tralia’s effort to deport him as ‘irra-
tional’ and ‘unreasonable’.

Despite the star being unvacci-
nated, lawyer Nick Wood insisted

his client had not courted anti-
vaxxer support and was not asso-
ciated with the movement.

The government ‘doesn't know
what Mr Djokovic's current views
are’, Wood insisted.

The court did not endorse the
government'’s decision, but ruled
the action was legal under rules
that give the minister exceptional
and almost unquestionable execu-
tive power.

Anti-vaccination ‘icon’
The Australian Open defending
champion and first seed had been
scheduled to play against fellow
Serbian Miomir Kecmanovic on
Monday evening.

But Djokovic has spent much of

I hope that
we can all now

focus on the game
and tournament

Ilove
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

the last week in immigration deten-
tion, with his visa twice being re-
voked by the government over his
refusal to get a COVID-19 vaccine
before arrival - a requirement for
most visitors.

Government lawyer Stephen
Lloyd said the fact Djokovic was
not vaccinated two years into the
pandemic and had repeatedly ig-
nored safety measures - including
failing to isolate while COVID-19
positive - was evidence enough of
his anti-vaccine views.

“He has now become an icon for
the anti-vaccination groups,” Lloyd
said. “Rightly or wrongly he is per-
ceived to endorse an anti-vaccina-
tion view and his presence here is
seen to contribute to that.”

In a written submission the gov-
ernment also pointed out that
Djokovic chose not to give evi-
dence at the hearing.

"He could set the record straight
if it needed correcting. He has not -
that has important consequences.”
Because of the format of the court,
the justices’ decision would have

been almost impossible to appeal.

Scott Morrison's government
had tried and failed to remove
Djokovic once before - on the
grounds he was unvaccinated and
that a recent COVID-19 infection
was not sufficient for a medical ex-
emption.

A lower circuit court judge ruled
that officials at Melbourne airport
made procedural errors when can-
celling his visa.

For a few days, Djokovic was
free to train - before a second visa
revocation and a return to a notori-
ous Melbourne immigration deten-
tion facility.

Fellow tennis player Andy Mur-
ray hopes the 'mess’ around
Djokovic's deportation from Aus-
tralia ahead of the Australian Open
will not be repeated.

Former world number one Mur-
ray told the BBC in Melbourne ‘the

situation has not been good all
round for anyone’ and regretted

Djokovic had been held in a de-

tention facility.

“There are obviously going to

be a lot of questions about what

has happened here and the situa-
tion he has been in,” said Murray.

“Novak is someone | have
known since we were 12 years old,
he is someone who | respect and
have competed against. | don't like
he is in this situation and | don't like
he has been in detention.”

'With or without him'
Many Australians - who have suf-
fered prolonged lockdowns and
border restrictions - believe the
player gamed the system to dodge
vaccine entry requirements.

The case has been seized on by
culture warriors in the roiling de-
bate over vaccines and how to han-
dle the pandemic.

The tennis ace contracted
COVID-19 in mid-December - al-
lowing for the medical exemption -
and, according to his own account,
failed to isolate despite knowing he
was positive.

Public records show he attended
a stamp unveiling and a youth ten-
nis event, and granted a media in-
terview around the time he got
tested and his latest infection was
confirmed. Djokovic is tied with
Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal
with 20 Grand Slam titles each.
AFP

Family, Serbians rail against deportation

Belgrade, Serbia - The deporta-
tion of Novak Djokovic sparked
outrage in Serbia with political
leaders, sports bodies and family
members rounding on the Aus-
tralian authorities’ decision to re-
voke the tennis superstar’s visa.

Serbian President Aleksandar
Vucic said Australia had ‘humili-
ated themselves’, while the
country's Olympic Committee
called the move a ‘scandalous’
decision as fellow Serbs added
their voice to a chorus of disap-
proval over the court ruling that
saw Djokovic deported.

The family members said they
were ‘disappointed’ by the
court's decision.

‘We are very disappointed by
a federal court ruling and the fact

that Novak has to leave Aus-
tralia,’ the family said in a state-
ment published by Serbian
media outlets. ‘These are difficult
moments, notably for Novak, but
what we all have to do - namely
us, his family - is to give him sup-
port more than ever’, the family
added.

President Vucic lambasted
the decision saying, “They think
that they have by this, this mis-
treatment of ten days humiliated
Djokovic, but they have humili-
ated themselves. Djokovic can
return to his country with his
head held high.”

Vucic has remained steadfast
in his support for Djokovic
throughout the drama, calling the
earlier detention of the unvacci-

nated tennis star a ‘political witch
hunt'.

The Serbian Olympic Com-
mittee also made their disgust
clear as they sought to rally sup-
port for Djokovic.

‘We are proud of Novak
Djokovic and the way he coped
with these extremely difficult and
unpleasant circumstances. De-
spite this scandalous decision,
we believe Novak came out as
the winner again,’ the committee
said in a statement.

Miomir Kecmanovic, who was
set to face nine-time champion
Djokovic in the first round of the
Australian Open, called the inci-
dent a 'bitter pill to swallow'.

‘Our little Serbian team here in
Melbourne is upset and disap-

pointed and | think we have to
make an extra effort to somehow
avenge our best representative
who was prevented from being
here,” Kecmanovic wrote on In-
stagram.

The ruling stoked resentment
among Djokovic's fans in Serbia,
where hundreds have rallied in
support of their native son after
he was first detained by authori-
ties. “It's a farce ... All this has
nothing to do with the sport,”
Nebojsa Viskovic, a journalist
covering notably tennis, said.

“All the criticism about
whether he was vaccinated or
not doesn't hold water.”

Many other Serbs echoed the
view.

AFP

tennis player's hearing, in Melbourne on Sunday (AFpP)

Djokovic supporters hold Serbia's national flags as they gather in front of Federal Court building during the
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Liverpool beat Brentford

Liverpool's Takumi Minamino jumps on the back of teammate Roberto Firmino after scoring his team's third goal against Brentford on Sunday (AFp)

PREMIER LEAGUE
Liverpool, UK - Liverpool kept
their slim hopes of reeling in
Manchester City at the top of the
Premier League alive by seeing
off Brentford 3-O at Anfield to
move up to second in the table
on Sunday.

Fabinho, Alex Oxlade-Cham-
berlain and Takumi Minamino

scored the goals as the Reds
coped without the absence of
Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane
at the Africa Cup of Nations.
Victory lifts Jurgen Klopp's
men to within 11 points of the
runaway leaders, but they also
have a game in hand on City.
Liverpool failed to take advan-
tage of an extra man for over an

hour as Thursday's League semi-
final, first leg against Arsenal
ended 0-0, sparking fears of how
they will cope for the rest of the
month without two of their main
sources of goals.

But a Brentford side that have
not won a league game away
from home since early October
never threatened to cause an

upset.

Klopp made just two changes
from the Arsenal stalemate as
Curtis Jones and Oxlade-Cham-
berlain were recalled to add extra
creativity and dynamism to the
midfield.

He was rewarded with a
bright start as Diogo Jota headed
over, Trent Alexander-Arnold

to move up to second

flashed a shot just off target and
Alvaro Fernandez made a bril-
liant save to deny Virgil van Dijk.

However, the crowd were
growing restless until Brentford
allowed Alexander-Arnold's cor-
ner to bounce inside the area and
Fabinho headed in at the back
post.

The Bees went toe-to-toe
with Liverpool in a pulsating 3-3
draw when the sides last met in
September.

But the visitors only created
one big chance to get back in the
game when Bryan Mbuemo
turned Joel Matip and shot
inches wide.

Jota hit the post and then
should have scored when firing
too close to Fernandez in a one-
on-one.

There was no doubt over the
outcome, though, once Oxlade-
Chamberlain’s diving header
turned Andy Robertson's perfect
cross into the bottom corner.

Brentford were architects of
their own downfall for the third
goal as Fernandez's pass out
from the back was seized upon
by Roberto Firmino and he teed
up Minamino to slot home from
close range.

The home fans could relax for
the final 15 minutes and point-
edly took the chance to chant the
name of former manager Rafael
Benitez, who was sacked by ri-
vals Everton on Sunday.

The Toffees are in danger of
falling into a relegation battle
after one win in 13 league
games.

Brentford, by contrast, still
enjoy a 10-point cushion over the
bottom three in their first season
in the top-flight for 74 years but
remain in 14th.

AFP

Leeds United's midfielder Jack Harrison walks off with the match ball

after scoring a hat-trick in the match against West Ham on Sunday (AFp)

Harrison’s hat-trick
fires Leeds to victory
at West Ham

PREMIER LEAGUE
London, UK - Jack Harrison hit a
hat-trick as Leeds boosted their
bid for Premier League survival
with a 3-2 win against West
Ham on Sunday.

Harrison put Leeds ahead at
the London Stadium and netted
again after Jarrod Bowen's
equaliser. When Pablo Fornals
hauled West Ham level in the
second half, Harrison had an in-
stant response as the midfielder
completed his treble.

Marcelo Bielsa's side made it
two successive league victories
to climb nine points clear of the
relegation zone.

It was sweet revenge for
Leeds, who were knocked out of

the FA Cup in the third round at
West Ham just a week ago.

West Ham had won three
consecutive league games and
four in all competitions, but their
bid to finish in the top four suf-
fered a major setback thanks to
Harrison.

David Moyes' team remain
fourth, however they are now just
two points ahead of Arsenal, who
have two games in hand, while
Tottenham are four points back
with four games extra to play.

Leeds had scored just eight
goals in nine away league fix-
tures this season, but Bielsa's
men made a flying start and took
the lead in the 10th minute.

AFP

Rafael Benitez

Benitez sacked
as Everton
manager

London, UK - Rafael Benitez was
sacked as Everton manager on
Sunday after just 200 days in
charge of the struggling Premier
League club.

Benitez was an unpopular ap-
pointment in June last year after
his long spell with Everton's
Merseyside rivals Liverpool.

The Spaniard paid the price
for a dismal run of nine defeats in
Everton's last 13 league matches,
culminating in a 2-1loss at lowly
Norwich on Saturday.

‘Everton Football Club can
confirm the departure of Rafael
Benitez as first-team manager,’ a
club statement said. Benitez had
joined Everton in June 2021.

AFP

Musa Barrow converts late penalty to
snatch draw for Gambia against Mali

CUP OF NATIONS

Limbe, Cameroon - Musa Barrow
converted a 90th-minute penalty
for Gambia to snatch a 1-1 draw
against Mali with the matchday 2
result set to take both teams
through to the second round of
the Africa Cup of Nations.

Mali went ahead after 79 min-
utes in Limbe when Ibrahima
Kone scored from another
penalty, both of which were
awarded after the Moroccan ref-
eree watched replays on a VAR
monitor.

The draw keeps Gambia and
Mali level at the top of Group F
with four points each. Pointless
sides Tunisia and Mauritania
meet later on Sunday and a win
for either country will bring them
into contention.

Group winners and runners-
up after three matchdays qualify
for the round of 16 along with the
best four third-placed sides.

"l am thrilled with our results
so far. We have beaten Maurita-
nia and drawn with Mali, a team
97 places above us in the world

Gambia's midfielder Musa Barrow (second from right) celebrates with

teammates after scoring the goal on a penalty against Mali on Sunday (AFp)

rankings,” said Belgium-born
Gambia coach Tom Saintfiet.

“This Gambian team s
packed with talented players and
one of them, Musa Barrow,
showed great calmness to score
from the penalty.”

Debutants Gambia are the
lowest ranked of the 24 teams in
Cameroon and needed a penalty
shootout victory over Djibouti to
book a place in the group phase
of qualifying.

Brighton midfielder Yves Bis-
souma, who came off the bench
in a matchday 1win over Tunisia,
was promoted to the starting
line-up by Mali coach Mohamed
Magassouba.

The other Premier League
player in the Mali team,
Southampton winger Moussa
Djenepo, retained his place as
the west African nation sought a
ninth win in 19 matches in all
competitions against Gambia.

Slow pace

In 32°C early afternoon heat and
75 per cent humidity at the
20,000-seat Stade Omnisport it
was no surprise that the match
began at a slow pace.

Mali were more impressive in
the early exchanges with Bis-
souma firing a free-kick wide and
Djenepo having a header saved
by Modou Jobe, who plays in the
South African second division.

After being on the back foot,
Gambia were awarded a 35-
metre free-kick and Musa Bar-
row unleashed a thunderbolt that
rattled the crossbar.

After a slow start to the sec-
ond half, the match burst into life
with Mali having three scoring
opportunities in quick succession
and Gambia one. A Gambian
counterattack threatened to
break the deadlock until they
were dispossessed on the edge
of the Mali box. Then came the
two penalties with Kone and Bar-
row holding their nerve to send
the goalkeepers the wrong way.
AFP
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Australia seal Ashes 4-0

Cameron Green,
Pat Cummins
ignite under
lights; Mark
Wood’s career-
best figures of 6
for goes in vain

Hobart, Australia - Australia’s
seamers, sparked by an electric
Cameron Green spell, ran
through England to win the fifth
and final Test in Hobart by 146
runs inside three days and seal
the Ashes 4-0.

Despite Mark Wood's best ef-
forts to keep his side in the con-
test with a six-wicket haul that
contained England's target to
271, the tourist were found sorely
wanting as they lost 10 wickets
for 56 runs in 22.5 overs.

Rory Burns and Zak Crawley
started the chase brightly
enough, but once Green dis-
missed Burns on the stroke of
tea, they collapsed to be all out
for 124. Green finished with 3 for
21, while Scott Boland and Pat
Cummins also took three wickets
apiece in a dominant display by
Australia.

Wood did everything in his
power to give England a chance
with a relentless short-ball bar-
rage that began with a vicious
bouncer that removed Usman
Khawaja, caught behind off the
glove as he took evasive action
late on the second evening, and
which yielded five more wickets
on Sunday to give him career-
best figures of 6 for 37 as Aus-
tralia were bundled out in their
second innings for 155.

That it fell to England’s brittle
batting line-up to finish the job
was beyond his control, although
in keeping the target under the
300-mark which the tourists had
failed to reach all series he gave

Australian players celebrate with the trophy after defeating England 4-0 in the five-Test Ashes, in Hobart on Sunday (Afp)

a glimmer of hope. That their fail-
ure to even threaten came as no
surprise at all rammed home the
running theme of this Ashes.

In truth, Wood had switched
to a short-ball tactic earlier, after
tea on the opening day, to snatch
three first-innings wickets after

bart he increased his haul to 17 at
an average of 26.64. Wood's
extra pace and bounce did for
nightwatchman Boland, who
feathered a catch to wicket-
keeper Sam Billings and first-in-
nings centurion Travis Head,
caught down the leg side. When

the tourist

were found sorely wanting as they
lost ten wickets in 22.5 overs

toiling long and hard for no re-
ward. His effort all series has
been beyond question but so too
has the feeling that he deserved
a greater return. He finally got it.

Going into this match, Wood
had taken eight wickets at 37.62,
but after his stellar display in Ho-

he sucked Steve Smith into a
hook which careered off the top
edge to Dawid Malan at long leg,
Wood had removed yet another
dangerous Australian batter.
Stuart Broad re-entered the
attack with immediate effect, re-
moving Green Ibw on review for

23 before Wood sealed his five-
wicket haul with the scalp of
Mitchell Starc, caught by Ollie
Pope at short leg. Wood almost
had two in two when his next ball
- a swift yorker - struck Cummins
on the boot to be given out Ibw,
but Cummins had the decision
overturned with replays showing
the ball was missing off stump.
Adding to the drama on a pul-
sating day, Alex Carey was the
beneficiary of two technology-led
decisions that saw him reprieved
on 19 and 30. On the first occa-
sion, Carey dragged a Chris
Woakes delivery onto his stumps
and began making his way off the
field only to return when it was
deemed that Woakes had over-
stepped with replays showing no
definitive images of any part of
his foot behind the line. Carey
then had an Ibw decision off
Broad overturned when the DRS
confirmed that the ball had

pitched outside leg stump.
Carey went on to top-score
for the innings, falling one run shy
of his fifty when Broad had him
caught behind. Wood then
claimed his sixth, with a length
ball that was bang on target as
Cummins played and missed.
Burns was back in the side for
the first time since he was
dropped after the second Test in
Adelaide, sporting an untethered
hairstyle as he and Crawley
played with some freedom to
take England to 68 without loss
at more than four runs an over.
It was the highest opening
stand by either side in the series.
With Cummins dismissing
Ollie Pope, Wood and last man
Ollie Robinson to finish as the
leading wicket-taker for the se-
ries with 21 at an average of
18.04. Boland was third-highest
behind Starc with 18 at 9.55.

Cricinfo

Ashes series win just the
beginning says Cummins

Hobart, Australia - Australia
may have beaten England 4-0 in
the Ashes series but captain Pat
Cummins believes they need to
test themselves in all conditions
and against all countries.

The rampant Australian side
took 10 wickets for 56 runs to de-
stroy England in the fifth Ashes
Test in Hobart Sunday to wrap
up the series 4-0.

It was a spectacular come-
back for the Australians, who
were beaten at home by India
this time last year.

Cummins said the Test team,
which did not tour in 2021 due to
COVID-19, was building well and
needed to test itself in all condi-
tions. “These were quite foreign
conditions to what we normally
expect in Australia,” Cummins
said of the Hobart Test, where
Australia slumped to 3-12 on the
first morning.

“It was a green seaming
wicket but | think the way Mar-

Pat Cummins

nus (Labuschagne), Travis Head
and Cam Green took on the game
was a really good template for
any conditions that are foreign to
what we might expect. We can
be the type of team that is brave
enough to take that positivity
overseas if we need to. | think that
puts us in a great place.”
Australia travel to Pakistan in
March and April for three Test
matches along with three ODls
and a T20 clash.
AFP

Root vows to continue as
captain despite disaster

Hobart, Australia - England’s Joe
Root has vowed to continue as
Test captain despite suffering a
4-0 mauling at the hands of the
Australian team in the Ashes
series.

There have been increasing
calls for Root to stand down as
captain and concentrate on his
batting, allowing someone with
fresh ideas to take the helm.

But the only standout candi-
date for the role, Ben Stokes, said
earlier in the series he didn't
want the job and threw his sup-
port behind Root.

Speaking after the loss in Ho-
bart, Root was in no doubt he
wanted to add to his record tally
of 61 Tests in charge of England.

“I'l admit it, we're going
through a really tough stage as a

Joe Root

group,” Root said. “Our perform-
ance and focus haven't been
good, but | want the opportunity
to turn things around. | honestly
believe that I'm the best person
to take this team forward, but if
that decision is taken out of my
hands, so be it.”

AFP

Muscat too good for Majees; Wagqas stars in Al Jadidi win

ROUNDUP

Muscat - Star-studded Muscat
CT showed its batting prowess in
a 96-run drubbing of Majees CT
when four of its top five batters
struck sizzling fifties in a 50-over
Premier Division League match
at Oman Cricket Turf 1in Amerat
on Saturday.

Shoaib Khan (75), Jatinder
Singh (72), Kashyapkumar Pra-
japati (69) and Sandeep Goud
(57) all batted brilliantly as Mus-
cat posted an impressive 325 for
5 on the board. Amanpreet Singh
took 2 for 49.

Majees struggled to stay on
course despite a superb 112 by
Ravindra K'Ratne before being
dismissed for 229 in the 45th
over. Chonira Aiyappa, Ganesh
Chandrashekher and Samay
Shrivastava all claimed two wick-
ets each.

SCORES

Muscat CT 325 for 5in 50 overs
(Shoaib Khan 75 - 6x4, 3x6,
Jatinder Singh 72 - 5x4, 3x6,
Kashyapkumar Prajapati 69 -
7x4, Sandeep Goud 51 - 2x4, 4x6,
Amanpreet Singh 2-49) beat

Rahul Chadha and Haja Hussain of Vanderlande (Supplied photo)

Majees 229 all out in 44.3 overs
(Ravindra K'Ratne 112 - 12x4, 5x6,
Chonira Aiyappa 2-23, Ganesh
Chandrashekhar 2-26, Samay
Shrivastava 2-52) by 96 runs.

Rahul Chadha lifts
Vanderlande

In another C Division match at
Muscat Municipality ground 1,
Vanderlande rode on a superb
54 by its star performer Rahul
Chadha and 3 for 24 by Haja
Hussain to defeat Design Group
Engineering Consultants by 30
runs.

Vanderlande's 205 for 6 in-
cluded topscores of 54 by Rahul
and 37 by Barathwaj Vinayagam.
Amir Mohammed and Satham
Hussain took two wickets each.

Design Group fought well but
fell short by 30 runs, scoring 175
for 7in 20 overs. Parvez Beg (52)
and Muhammed Althaf (45)
were its main scorers. Haja Hus-
sain and Vignesh Kumar claimed
three and two wickets respec-
tively.

SCORES

Vanderlande 205
for 6 in 20 overs (Rahul Chadha
54 - 7x4, 2x6, Barathwaj
Vinayagam 37 - 4x4, Amir Mo-
hammed 2-38, Satham Hussain
2-39) beat Design Group Engi-
neering Consultants 175 for 7 in
20 overs (Parvez Beg 52 - 5x4,
1x6, Muhammed Althaf 45 - 2x4,
1x6, Haja Hussain 3-24, Vignesh
Kumar 2-22) by 30 runs.

Akbar steers Ideal to
big victory

Akbar Shaikh's magnificent 97
and Ruban Durai's 4 for 7 pow-
ered Ideal International to a mas-
sive 180-run victory against OCT
Al Amerat in a C Division T20
clash at Muscat Municipality
ground 2 on Friday.

|deal's huge 253 for 2 included
top scores of 97 from Akbar, 53
by Salman Khan, 41 by Wasim
Jamadar and 39 from Ruban
Durai. Anaya Allah bagged 2 for
38.

No batter from OCT Amerat
could stay on to fight except Su-
laiman Haider who struck 33 as
the whole side was restricted to
73 for 7 in 20 overs. Apart from
Ruban'’s destructive spell, Sachin
Mamnani bowled exceptionally
well, taking 3 for 8.

SCORES

Ideal International
253 for 2 in 20 overs (Akbar
Shaikh 97 - 14x4, Salman Khan
53-9x4,1x6, Wasim Jamadar 41
- 6x4, 2x6, Ruban Durai 39 - 7x4,
1x6, Anaya Allah 2-38) beat Oct
Al Amerat 73 for 7 in 20 overs
(Sulaiman Haider 33 - 4x4,

Ruban Durai 4-7, Sachin Mam-
nani 3-8) by 180 runs.

Wagqas helps

Al Jadidi win

Splendid 57 by Muhammed
Wagqas and Shaheer Najeeb's 3
for 13 were the highlights of Al
Jadidi Stars’ comfortable 7-
wicket win over Ernst and Young
in a T20 game of A Division
League at OC Turf 2 on Saturday.

Ernst and Young failed to
prosper, getting bowled out for
12 due to brilliant bowling by
Shaheer, Ali Muhammed (3 for
21) and Aneermon (2 for 18).

Al Jadidi raced to the target in
16.2 overs, scoring 116 for 3
thanks to top knock by Wagqas.
Alkesh Joshi picked up 2 for 23.

SCORES

Ernst & Young
12 all out in 18.2 overs (Krishnan
Karthik 35 - 2x4, 2x6, Issa al
Balushi 27 - 5x4, 1x6, Shaheer
Najeeb 3-13, Ali Muhammed 3-
21, Aneermon Abdulrahman 2-
18) lost to Al Jadidi Stars 116 for
3 in 16.2 overs (Muhammad
Waqas 57 - 8x4, 1x6, Alkesh
Joshi 2-23) by 7 wickets.
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