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POMP, PagEaNtRy
MaRk NatiONal Day
cElEBRatiONs
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, Supreme Commander,
presided over a military parade at Al Nasr Square in Dhofar on the
occasion of the glorious 52nd National Day on Friday. Loyalty
marches were held in many wilayats and patriotic events marked
the day. Drone shows in Muscat and Salalah enthralled gatherings
of tens of thousands of citizens and expatriates who queued up
hours in advance to reach the show sites in Amerat in Muscat and
Sahel Ittin in Salalah See more on Page 04
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Salalah - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik presided over
a meeting of the Council of Min-
isters at Al Husn Palace in Salalah
on Thursday.

His Majesty the Sultan
greeted Omani citizens and ex-
patriates on the occasion of the
52nd Glorious National Day. He
prayed to Allah for a happy
comeback of this glorious day
and similar occasions at a time
when Oman and its noble people
are blessed with further progress,
prosperity and tranquility.

His Majesty the Sultan valued
the sincere sentiments, prayers
and greetings of citizens and res-
idents in all parts of Oman on this
auspicious occasion. He com-
mended citizens’ and residents’
joy and celebration of the na-
tional occasion in Dhofar, de-
scribing the festivities as a source
of pride and evidence of alle-
giance and gratitude.

Next, His Majesty explored
local, regional and international
developments. 

His Majesty the Sultan  took
note of the Council of Ministers’
keenness to monitor and follow
up on financial indicators in light
of positive results achieved by the
Medium-Term Fiscal Plan, which
contributed to maintaining the
safe financial position of Oman.
In this context, His Majesty di-
rected the launch of the National
Fiscal Sustainability and Financial
Development Programme for a
period of three years starting in
January 2023.

After the Council of Ministers
elaborated on the economic per-
formance, the 10th Five-Year
Plan and projects endorsed for
implementation within the dura-
tion of the plan, His Majesty in-
structed units of the State’s
Administrative Apparatus to
double efforts to achieve the best
results in economic diversifica-
tion sectors to boost the econ-
omy and growth rate.

His Majesty underscored the
importance of completing devel-
opment projects endorsed for the
10th Five Year Plan and finalisa-
tion of projects as scheduled and
within approved budgets.

His Majesty also gave direc-
tives for the execution of addi-
tional development projects
alongside projects endorsed
through the 10th Five Year Plan,
including works on the Sultan
Qaboos Dual-carriageway in
Salalah,  restoration of a rainwa-
ter drainage system for the same
carriageway, and construction of
a multi-purpose port in Masirah.

Following the Council of Min-
isters’ keenness to continue of-
fering necessary support and
alleviate the impact of inflation on
citizens, His Majesty endorsed a
number of initiatives as follows:
1. The promotion of 2012 govern-
ment employees of the civil serv-
ice and other departments who
are eligible for promotion, effec-
tive 2023.
2. Fixing vehicle fuel prices in ac-
cordance with October 2021
rates, as a maximum ceiling, until
the end of 2023.

3. Extending the job security gra-
tuity for citizens whose services
are terminated within Oman until
the end of June 2023.
4. Waiving outstanding housing
loans of employees and retirees
of Sultan’s Armed Forces and
Royal Guard of Oman who earn
less than RO450 per month. This
follows the norm of writing off
outstanding loans of citizens who
are beneficiaries of housing loans
provided by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning.

In efforts to revise government
service fees, the Council of Min-
isters reviewed the outcome of
the second phase of the govern-
ment services pricing guide proj-
ect. It was agreed to cancel,
reduce and merge an additional
set of government service fees in
a manner that ensures support
for the activities of the economic
sectors, enhances the competi-

tiveness of the national economy,
and streamlines the completion
of government procedures.

After the Council of Ministers
heard the position of the initia-
tives related to jobs and the Na-
tional Employment Programme,
His Majesty underscored the sig-
nificance of authorities coordi-
nating with various sectors to
realise and follow up on employ-
ment objectives, acceleration of
execution, and support of ap-
proved employment initiatives in
various sectors.

As part of the Cabinet’s fol-
low-up of preparations and or-
ganisational procedures for the
municipal councils’ elections for
the third term, scheduled to take
place on December 25, 2022, His
Majesty the Sultan commended
the efforts made by the authori-
ties concerned to develop and
simplify the electoral process to
enable voters to cast their votes
with ease.

His Majesty laid emphasis on
the role of municipal councils
within the framework of the pow-
ers granted to them. He stressed
the importance of integrating
these roles with those of gover-
nors with the prime aim of devel-
oping governorates.

u Launch of National Fiscal
Sustainability and Finan-
cial Development Pro-
gramme in Jan 2023

u Additional development
projects to be executed
alongside those en-
dorsed in the 10th Five
Year Plan

u Fixing fuel prices at Octo-
ber 2021 rates, as a max-
imum ceiling, until the
end of 2023

u Extending job security
gratuity for citizens
whose services are ter-
minated until June 2023.

u Waiver for outstanding
housing loan of employ-
ees and retirees of SAF
and RGO who earn less
than RO450 per month
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H M values prayers,
greetings of people 

On regional and international
developments, His Majesty
stressed on the fundamentals of
Oman's foreign policy, which es-
pouse the approach of dialogue,
peace and non-interference in
the internal affairs of other states.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, His Majesty the Sultan spoke
about several of aspects of inter-
est to the country and citizens.
He wished all success in realising
the good of the nation.
ONA

Royal diRectives
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT
OF PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE 
PERIOD ENDED 30 SEP 2022

Dear Shareholders,
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Gulf 
International Chemicals SAOG (GIC), I am
pleased to present you a brief report on the
company’s activities for the third quarter of
2022.  
Total revenue for the period under review was
RO 1,555,903.  The net loss after taxation
amounted to RO 31,577 and the net asset per
share stood at 122 Baiza.  

During the third quarter of 2022, the regional
construction markets were still in slow pace. In
Oman, the construction sector remained
slowed down during the period mainly due to
limited government spending on construction
and infrastructure projects.  In UAE, the 
construction sector pace was adversely a�ected
by the continuing general situation of the 
region.  The UAE market remained in 
oversupply and less demand situation for 
construction chemicals for the period. The 
construction sector situation in both countries
coupled with increase in raw materials prices 
internationally has put pressure on the margins
which a�ected pro�tability. 

The outlook for the remaining of the year 2022
is very conservative as it is linked to the 
improvement of regional circumstances, 
improvement in the investment climate in the
construction sector and improvement in the
marketplace after the repercussions of the 
decline following the spread of Corona Covid
19 virus.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like
to express our sincere gratitude to His Majesty
and the Government for the generous support
and for paving the way for growth and 
prosperity. 

Best Regards,

Chairman

Revenue from contracts with customers 1,555,903 1,645,444 

Cost of sales (1,275,706) (1,308,135) 
Gross pro�t 280,197 337,309 
Other income 46,026 44,779 

326,223 382,088 
Expenses 
General and administrative expenses (263,464) (261,906) 

Selling and distribution expenses (93,562) (90,969) 

Pro�t from operations (30,803) 29,213 

Finance cost (774) (855) 
Pro�t before tax for the period (31,577) 28,358 
Taxation - (3,700) 

Net pro�t after tax for the period (31,577) 24,658 
Earnings per share (0.002) 0.001 

Group
2021

Group
2022

CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT
OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

AS AT 30 SEP 2022

ASSETS 
Non-current assets 
Property, plant and equipment 133,613 171,796 

Right-of-use assets 12,629 22,390 

Intangible asset 69,185 77,096 

Financial assets at fair value through 

other comprehensive income - - 

506,191 584,614 

Deferred tax asset 80,232 66,521 

Total non-current assets 801,850 922,417 
Current assets 
Inventories 254,482 257,269 

Trade and other receivables 1,072,391 1,119,974 

Term deposits 550,000 300,000 

Cash and bank balances 306,568 492,813 

Total current assets 2,183,441 2,170,056 
Total assets 2,985,291 3,092,473 
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 
Capital and reserves 
Share capital 2,100,000 2,100,000 

Legal reserve 598,850 596,428 

Fair value reserve (169,020) (44,197) 

Revaluation reserve 50,110 50,110 

Retained earnings (13,380) 25,066 

Total capital and reserves 2,566,560 2,727,407 
Non-current liabilities 
Lease liabilities 12,760 13,674 

Employees' bene�t liabilities 81,844 76,522 

Total non-current liabilities 94,604 90,196 
Current liabilities 
Lease liabilities 914 3,363 

Trade and other payables 323,213 262,692 

Income tax payable - 8,815 

Total current liabilities 324,127 274,870 
Total liabilities 418,731 365,066 
Total equity and liabilities 2,985,291 3,092,473 
Net assets per share (OMR) 0.122 0.130 

Group
2022

Group
2021

Pomp, pageantry mark National Day celebrations

Salalah - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, Supreme
Commander, presided over a
military parade held at Al Nasr
Square in the Governorate of
Dhofar on the occasion of the
glorious 52nd National Day on
Friday. 

The event saw the participa-
tion of units representing the
Royal Army of Oman (RAO), the

Royal Air Force of Oman, the
Royal Navy of Oman, the Royal
Guard of Oman (RGO), the Sul-
tan’s Special Force (SSF), the
Royal Oman Police (ROP),
ground and mounted military
music bands, as well as Firaq
Forces.

Upon His Majesty the Sultan’s
arrival at the parade ground, he
was received by Sayyid Shihab

bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for Defence Affairs, Gen
Sultan bin Mohammed al Nua-
mani, Minister of Royal Office,
and Vice-Admiral Abdullah bin
Khamis al Raisi, Chief of Staff of
Sultan’s Armed Forces (SAF).

When His Majesty the Sultan
ascended the Royal dais,
columns of the parade per-
formed the military salute. The

joint corps of military bands
played the Royal Anthem, while
the Sultan of Oman’s Artillery
fired a 21-gun salute to His
Majesty the Sultan.

Then, the parade commander
stepped forward, requesting His
Majesty the Sultan to signal the
start of the military show.

The joint corps of military
bands representing the SAF, the

RGO, the ROP and the Royal
Court Affairs (RCA) played
sundry tunes as they marched
before the Royal dais. Columns
of the Protocols Guard joined the
parade and performed ceremo-
nial gestures to the accompani-
ment of melodies from the joint
corps of military bands perform-
ing the military salute to His
Majesty the Sultan. 

This was followed by
columns of personnel in camou-
flage uniforms, representing the
SAF, the RGO, the SSF and the
ROP, queued before the Royal
dais, performing the military
salute to His Majesty, the
Supreme Commander, to the ac-
companiment of melodies by
the joint corps of military bands.

His Majesty the Sultan
watched a musical show staged
by mounted bands representing
the RGO and the Royal Cavalry.
They passed before the Royal
dais, performing the military
salute to His Majesty the Sultan.

Next, His Majesty the Sultan
watched a presentation by the

RAO’s Firaq Forces. They
chanted their allegiance and
gratitude to His Majesty the Sul-
tan as they passed before the
Royal dais and gave the military
salute to His Majesty, the
Supreme Commander.

Later, the columns of the pa-
rade proclaimed “Faith in Allah,
loyalty to the Sultan, sacrifice for
the nation.” Then, the joint corps
of military bands played the
Royal Anthem, while the

columns of the parade per-
formed the military salute mark-
ing the conclusion of the military
show.

On the occasion, His Majesty
the Sultan, the Supreme Com-
mander, received a commemo-
rative gift from the valiant armed
forces. Sayyid Shihab had the ho-
nour of presenting the gift. Then,
His Majesty the Sultan left the
parade grounds.
ONA

Oman Air restores 65% of
pre-pandemic network
Muscat – Oman Air has restored
65 per cent of its pre-pandemic
network, according to Abdulaziz
bin Saud al Raisi, CEO of Oman
Air. 

He stressed that the national
carrier is ready to increase its
destinations with the increase in
travel demand. 

He told ONA that business is
now improving, and that he ex-
pects the growth momentum to
continue with the return of full
operations of the fleet and desti-
nations between the end of 2023
and the beginning of 2024.

The airline has already
restarted most routes of its net-
work of destinations that were
suspended during the COVID-19
pandemic, except for Morocco
and China. “Beginning Decem-
ber, we will re-start flights to
Moscow, with plans to launch
more destinations in 2023.”

Raisi added that a rise in fuel
prices, the Russian-Ukrainian cri-
sis and measures applied at a
number of international airports
had significantly affected the
company's revenues.

“There is close cooperation
between the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism, Omran Group and
Oman Air to promote the sul-
tanate as a unique and distin-
guished tourist destination, and
we hope that this will contribute

to an increase in the number of
tourists in 2023.”

Raisi also informed that in
view of the severe impact of the
pandemic on the aviation sector,
it was agreed with the manufac-
turer to postpone delivery of air-
craft booked earlier to 2027. 

“Our medium-term goals re-
quire a fleet of two sustainable
aircraft variants, the Boeing 787
and 737, which will reduce our
environmental footprint and in-
crease our operational efficien-
cies,” he said.

On Omanisation, Raisi af-
firmed that the company invests
significantly in training Omani
youth, especially in the field of
employment-related training.
“The employment policy imple-
mented during the past five
years resulted in raising the per-
centage of Omanisation to 94
per cent in the current year.”

Abdulaziz bin Saud al Raisi

Tehran, Iran - Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign Minis-
ter, was received by Dr Ibrahim
Raisi, President of Iran, in Tehran
on Saturday. 

During the meeting, Sayyid
Badr conveyed the greetings of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik and his good wishes to the
President and the people of Iran
for continued progress and pros-
perity, and for the relations be-
tween the two friendly countries
to develop further. 

On his part, Raisi conveyed his
greetings and appreciation for
His Majesty the Sultan, and his
good wishes to His Majesty and
the Omani people. He wished the
relations between the two coun-
tries further progress and devel-
opment. Raisi also congratulated
Oman on the occasion of the
52nd National Day.

They reviewed bilateral rela-
tions and emphasised the keen-
ness of both sides to strengthen
and develop these in various
fields in a way that brings mutual
benefits. 

Earlier in the day, Sayyid Badr
held a meeting with his counter-
part, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran.
Their meeting dealt with issues
related to bilateral cooperation
and ways to develop these.

Sayyid Badr
hold talks with
President Raisi 



New system of OCCI is a quantum leap
in delivering the voice of private sector

The Oman Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI) witnessed radical changes
in the recent past, which contributed to en-
abling it to perform its role as a represen-
tative of the private sector in the Sultanate
of Oman and its responsibility to commu-
nicate the voice of the private sector to the
competent authorities.

Oman Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry confirmed that the new system was
issued by Royal Decree No 56/2022,
which came in line with the requirements
of the current stage of the renewed renais-
sance under the wise leadership of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.

The new system aims to provide all sup-
port to private sector institutions, to
achieve Oman Vision 2040 and enables
the private sector to express its opinion on
economic laws related to the private sector
and submit proposals to amend the appli-
cable laws.

Also, it enhances the role of the Cham-
ber in framing the legislation that is issued,
which is related to economic affairs and af-
fects the activities of the private sector. The
legislations must be presented to the
chamber before they are issued.

The new system granted the Chamber
the authority to classify companies into
categories, which gives various entities real
information about the business environ-
ment in the sultanate and the role of private
sector institutions.

The new system works to enable the
Chamber to contribute to the development
of performance in various commercial, in-
dustrial and economic sectors and to diag-
nose challenges, by building strategic
partnerships with universities and research
centres to develop all other sectors.

The new system also supports the ef-
forts of the Chamber’s branches in the gov-
ernorates with various agencies to attract
investment in the governorates to achieve
the goals of the current stage that require
decentralisation and acceleration of
achievement.

This is in addition to enabling the Cham-
ber and its branches in the governorates to
communicate directly with the various
units of the state’s administrative appara-
tus and to strengthen the roles assigned to
the governors’ offices in developing and im-
plementing economic development plans
that achieve prosperity for the sultanate.



06      MUSCAT DAILY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022

BUSINESS

Muscat – Following the comple-
tion of the sale of Royal & Sun Al-
liance Middle East (RSA Middle
East) to National Life & General
Insurance Company (NLGIC), a
public notice was made on July 7,
2022 by NLGIC of its intention to
purchase the minority shares of
Al Ahlia Insurance Company, a
subsidiary of RSA Middle East.

Further to the public notice, on
November 20, 2022, NLGIC is-
sued a public announcement to
purchase 47.5 per cent of Al
Ahlia’s shares.

The transaction aims to trans-
form both companies into a
larger, stronger, and more com-
petitive regional insurance player
emerging from Oman. The trans-
action is subject to approvals
from the respective regulators
and shareholders, NLGIC said in
a press release.

For the avoidance of doubt,
this announcement is a takeover
offer advertisement as defined by
the Takeover and Acquisition
Regulation (E/2/2019).

Established in 1985, Al Ahlia is
one of the longest serving non-
life insurance companies in
Oman. The company offers a
wide range of products and serv-
ices in the retail sector including
motor, travel, personal accident
and home products.

With its 24 branches, over 26
exclusive agents, a dedicated call
center and a convenient online
platform, Al Ahlia provides its
customers with unmatched sales
and service support. It also offers
a wide range of commercial in-
surance products including prop-
erty, casualty, motor,
construction, marine, specialty
lines and SME solutions.

NLGIC is a subsidiary of Oman
International Development and
Investment Company (Omin-
vest). Listed on the Muscat Stock
Exchange, NLGIC is the market
leader and the largest insurance

company in Oman with branches
in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Kuwait.
The company has been in the in-
surance industry for more than
25 years, offering a wide range of
insurance solutions in medical,
life and general insurance seg-

ments with a successful track
record of business performance
across various financial parame-
ters.

NLGIC is the market leader in
Oman in the motor and health in-

surance segments and one of the
major players in the UAE and
growing fast in its new markets
including Kuwait.

RSA Middle East is a leading
provider of property and casualty
insurance in the Middle East. It

offers solutions for both com-
mercial and retail clients, across
a range of product lines, including
motor, property, medical, SME as
well as tailored solutions for large
corporates. It has operated in the
region for over 50 years, bringing
best-in-class international solu-
tions and expertise to the Middle
East.

RSA Middle East is a joint ven-
ture formed by RSA Insurance
Group, with majority sharehold-
ing, and regional shareholders in
the Middle East. It has operations
in Bahrain, UAE, Oman and Saudi
Arabia. It operates as local pub-
licly listed companies in Oman,
under Al Ahlia Insurance Com-
pany, and in Saudi Arabia, under
Al Alamiya for Cooperative In-
surance Company.

NLGIC to purchase minority
shares in Al Ahlia Insurance

The transaction aims to transform
both companies into a larger,
stronger and more competitive 
regional insurance player emerging
from Oman 

Muscat – H E Eng Salim bin
Nasser al Aufi, Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals, will present
the keynote speech at the open-
ing of the Green Hydrogen Sum-
mit Oman 2022 (GHSO), which
will be held at Oman Convention
and Exhibition Centre in Muscat,
during December 5 – 7, 2022.

The keenly anticipated open-
ing address will shed light on,
among other issues, Oman’s
newly unveiled strategy for the
development of a world-scale
green hydrogen industry to sup-
port the decarbonisation of the
Omani economy, as well as cater
to the energy transition goals of
other nations.

An overview of this ambitious
vision was shared recently by of-
ficials of the ministry, joined by
representatives of Oman 2040
Vision, Energy Development
Oman and the newly established
hydrogen-centric energy firm
Hydrom. At the heart of this
strategy is a commitment to re-
ducing Oman’s climate-warming
CO2 emissions to Net Zero by
2050 – a goal that envisions in-
vestments of an estimated
US$140bn in a full-fledged do-
mestic green hydrogen industry
over the next several decades.

Held under the auspices of the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals,
the three-day GHSO Summit
and Exhibition has been organ-
ised by Birba Energy Services
with the support of a number of
prominent local and international
energy-related organisations, ac-
cording to a press release.

Underscoring its appeal and
reach, the forum will be attended

by a distinguished gathering of
energy ministries representing
hydrogen producers and im-
porters, as well as policymakers,
energy pundits and CEOs of in-
ternational energy companies,
technology providers and energy
think-tanks. High-level represen-
tatives from the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) will be in
attendance as well.

Over the course of the three-
day forum, a total of 12 strategic
sessions will be held, focusing on
nine strategic themes: Oman
green hydrogen economy and
strategy; global hydrogen review;
Oman as a global player in the
hydrogen space; Oman as a
green hydrogen hub; Oman
green hydrogen infrastructure;
green hydrogen value chain (in-
country value); partnership and
investment; green hydrogen
projects’ finance and bankability;
and green hydrogen projects in
Oman.

Additionally, a technical con-
ference will take place in parallel
with the main conference. Inter-

national experts representing
key segments of the hydrogen
value chain will conduct a series
of masterclasses on December
5th covering four categories:
green hydrogen technology,
green hydrogen application,
green hydrogen regulations and
policy, and green hydrogen
safety.

Prefacing the summit is an ex-
clusive VIP session scheduled to
take place at Kempinski Hotel
Muscat on December 5th. A
number of ministers represent-
ing leading energy producing and
importing nations will be in at-
tendance, joined by policymak-
ers, experts and CEOs from
leading energy companies from
Oman and around the world. H E
Al Aufi will also address this ‘by-
invitation only’ event.

As a one-stop expo on green
hydrogen, GHSO 2022 will also
include a full-fledged exhibition
featuring leading international
and local energy players, in-
vestors and developers, technol-
ogy providers, and other
companies that form part of the
green hydrogen ecosystem. The
three-day exhibition begins on
December 5, 2022 and is open to
visitors.

Reflecting the widespread ap-
peal of the summit, more than
600 local and international dele-
gates have so far registered to
attend the proceedings.  Further,
to enable young Omani research
scholars and budding energy
professionals to benefit from the
event, Birba Energy has offered
100 seats free of charge to inter-
ested participants.

H E Aufi to deliver keynote
address at Green Hydrogen
Summit Oman 2022

Doha, Qatar – FIFA will earn up
US$700mn more from the Qatar
World Cup than it did four years
ago despite relentless criticism in
the build-up to the tournament,
president Gianni Infantino said
on Saturday.

Infantino said media rights
were up about US$200mn com-
pared with the 2018 tournament
in Russia, sponsorship was
US$200mn extra and tickets and
hospitality would bring in
US$200mn to US$300mn more.

"All in all this World Cup will
generate for FIFA around
US$600mn-$700mn more than
the last World Cup," he said
ahead of the Sunday's opening
match between Qatar and
Ecuador.

Infantino said he would reveal
FIFA's global revenues for the
past four years to national asso-
ciations on Sunday.

But he insisted the Qatar tour-
nament – which has faced criti-
cism over rights issues and its
climate – had defied doubters.

"I was told that sponsors will

jump from FIFA, people will
switch off their TV, they will not
watch the World Cup because of
the scandal, nobody will come to
Qatar anyway because it is win-
ter."

Hailing a "commercial suc-
cess", Infantino said: "If so many
people around the world have in-
vested so much money in the
World Cup in Qatar, they invest
because they believe in FIFA"
and "trust" Qatar.

"Either those people are stu-
pid, or somebody, those who say
nobody will watch it, that nobody
cares about this World Cup,
might be little bit wrong as some
of the polls in some countries
were wrong as well."

Infantino justified a decision
announced Friday to ban the sale
of beer around the eight stadi-
ums on the "flows" of fans in the
city.
AFP

Qatar World Cup reaps
revenue bonus for FIFA

Gianni Infantino speaks at a press conference at Qatar National

Convention Center in Doha on Saturday (AFP)

H E Eng Salim al Aufi

San Francisco, US – Amazon
confirmed that it is laying off
staff, after days of rumors that
the e-commerce behemoth
would become the latest tech
giant to unleash a large-scale re-
dundancy plan amid a souring
economic environment.

"The economy remains in a
challenging spot and we've hired
rapidly the last several years,"
wrote chief executive Andy Jassy
in an internal memo published on
the Amazon website.

US media have previously re-
ported that the platform and its
various branches will lay off
about 10,000 employees.

Jassy did not confirm the fig-
ure, but he said that the process
had begun and would continue
early next year. The first teams
affected were those dealing with
the brand's electronic devices
such as Kindle e-readers. Physi-
cal shops will also be impacted.
AFP

Amazon
begins 
laying off
employees



Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in Oman,
celebrated the glorious 52nd Na-
tional Day with a grand celebra-
tion at its head office at Airport
Heights. National pride and patri-
otic fervour were on full display at
the mega event at the head office,
which was well decorated with
the national colours of red, green
and white. 

The bank’s management team
and employees participated ac-
tively in the celebrations and ex-
tended their sincere appreciation
and best wishes to His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and the
people of Oman on the occasion. 

The highlights of the 52nd Na-
tional Day celebrations included
live performances by a traditional
Omani music band and a classi-
cal ensemble. An Omani crafts
exhibition featuring traditional
weaving and pottery stations was
the other highlight of the festivi-
ties. 

It enthralled both employees
and visitors alike while showcas-
ing the sultanate’s vibrant her-
itage and culture and offering a
rare opportunity to interact with
veteran craftsmen pursuing pop-
ular traditional crafts. 

A selection of traditional
Omani cuisine was also served to
those gathered for the festivities
via a live food station featuring
tradition Omani cuisine like
Rakhal bread, Luqaimat and
Omani halwa, with large num-
bers of customers and visitors
enjoying the celebrations.

As the nation’s flagship bank,
Bank Muscat seizes every oppor-
tunity, especially occasions of na-

tional importance, to reach out to
citizens and residents across
Oman. To enhance public partic-
ipation in National Day celebra-
tions, the Bank launched
competitions on its social media
channels (Instagram and Twit-
ter) and FM radio channels for
the general public to promote the
National Day celebrations. Excit-
ing prizes will be given away to
the lucky winners. To know more

about the competitions, please
check out the details from the
bank’s official accounts on Twit-
ter and Instagram.

Over the past decades, Bank
Muscat which is celebrating its
40th anniversary this year, has
been closely involved in facilitat-
ing the development of projects
in Oman, in line with its strong
support for Public-Private Part-
nership efforts including those

that promote Oman as a unique
destination. 

Bank Muscat, which is itself a
major milestone in the Renais-
sance of Oman, continues to con-
tribute significantly to the rapid
growth and development of
Oman and its people. With about
95 per cent Omanisation across
its various departments and sec-
tions as a result of its continuous
investments in human resources,
Bank Muscat is a dream em-
ployer for Omani youth and well
known for its positive work cul-
ture, common values, fostering of
innovation, employee engage-
ment activities, and sound HSE
(Health, Safety and Environment)
practices.

Bank Muscat is also the first
choice for over 2mn customers in
Oman, with 174 branches and
more than 800 touchpoints in-
cluding ATMs, Cash Deposit Ma-
chines (CDMs) and Fully
Functional Machines (FFM) in-
stalled across the country. 

The Bank continues to play an
important role in enhancing fi-
nancial inclusion in Oman
through a number of new prod-
ucts and services targeting differ-
ent demographic segments.

Coinciding with Oman’s 52nd
National Day celebrations, Lulu
Hypermarket launched its signa-
ture initiative to promote Omani
products in all its stores. The
Omani products exhibition was
inaugurated by H E Qassem al
Ameri, Member of the Shura
Council, representative of the
Wilayat of Seeb on November 17
at Lulu Hypermarket, Al Bandar,
Mawaleh.

The campaign, held under the
auspices of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry & Investment
Promotion, aims to provide en-
dorsement and support to SMEs
by providing them an opportu-
nity to promote their local prod-
ucts in the market, which will
directly support the economy.
The promotion will run from No-
vember 17 to December 10 at se-
lected Lulu outlets across the
country.

Commenting on the cam-
paign, Saif al Mamari, Export De-
velopment Director General
Assistant at the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion, said, “The Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry &
Investment Promotion devotes
its efforts to raising awareness of
the importance of supporting
local made products and increas-
ing their competitiveness.”

“By buying local products, we
help stimulate the economy and
contribute to achieving the diver-
sification goals of Oman Vision
2040,” he added.

As part of National Day cele-
brations, all the Lulu outlets have
been decked up in national
colours. Various cultural activi-
ties and other exciting events
have also been planned. Also,
specially devised aisles reflect
the Omani market concept and

replicate the traditional style.
Different SMEs will showcase
their products in the Omani mar-
ket, creating awareness among
consumers and motivating them
to buy locally manufactured
products.

Speaking on the promotion of
the Omani products, Ananth A
V, Director of LuLu Hypermar-
kets Oman & India, stated, “I
would like to express my heart-
felt congratulations to His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, the citizens and residents
of this nation on the occasion of
the 52nd National Day. We are
proud to play a small part in this
remarkable transformation jour-
ney. This is a momentous occa-
sion for each of us to celebrate
the country’s growth and
achievements under the able
leadership of His Majesty.”

“We are glad to have

launched this promotion to coin-
cide with our 52nd National Day
celebrations as an ideal platform
to market Omani products. We
are sure this promotion will also
create awareness among local
and expat consumers on the high
quality and uncompromising
standards of locally manufac-
tured products and highlight the
importance of buying local prod-
ucts to contribute to the national
economy,” he added.

Shabeer K A, Regional Direc-
tor - Lulu Hypermarkets, Oman,
stated, “The Omani products
promotion is in line with our
commitment to encourage cus-
tomers to buy local products to
provide a fillip and thrust to the
local producers. This is also an
initiative to extend support to
Omani entrepreneurs and own-
ers of small and medium busi-
nesses to develop their ventures

as well as market their local
products. We thank the Ministry
of Commerce, Industry & Invest-
ment Promotion for supporting
us in organising this promotion
to spread awareness on the im-
portance of supporting Omani
products among various seg-
ments of the society.”

As part of this promotion, all
Lulu outlets have been stocked
up with a wide range of local
products for customers to
choose from. Separate counters
have also been set up to display
a wide range of Omani products
on special discounts and offers.
Locally sourced products, includ-
ing honey, dates, incense, Omani
sweets, coffee, spices, nuts, milk
and dairy products, perfumes,
cosmetics, gift items and other
household items, will be avail-
able across all hypermarkets
during the promotional period.

Lulu celebrates National Day
by promoting Omani products

Attesting to its In-Country Value
efforts, Oman LNG hosted the
In-Country Value (ICV) Global
Practitioners Connect event in
Muscat, organised in collabora-
tion with Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman (PDO) and Shell
Development Oman (SDO).

The three-day event, which
was wrapped up on November
16 with a high-level report out
session attended by senior offi-
cials, featured expert-led panel
discussions which shed light on
best ICV practices and methods
that could ultimately benefit the
country and its people. To
achieve its ‘learning and educa-
tion’ scopes, the event also high-
lighted the role of ICV in
supporting local SMEs to foster a
robust ecosystem that promotes
collaboration within the energy
industry. 

International industry experts,
practitioners, specialists and en-
thusiasts joined the event to
share their experiences and dis-
cuss the various trends and chal-
lenges associated with ICV, 
with greater focus placed on
sharing challenges and best
practices relating to policies and
operations.

Several panel discussions fo-
cused specifically on the role of
oil and gas sector in promoting

ICV, the energy transition, and
disruptive technology such as
the transition to renewables,
skills transition, climate change,
IT, digitalisation, and further ex-
ploring potential industry collab-
orations. The event attracted
many regional and international
partners including Peterson Insti-
tute, FDI Advisory Board and dif-
ferent ICV delegations from
Kazakhstan, Brunei, Norway,
Saudi Arabia and Nigeria.

Oman LNG hosts ICV Global
Connect event in Muscat

As part of a long-term strategic
partnership, Vodafone and Al
Mouj Muscat are joining hands
to deliver an unforgettable sea-
son of public events at Oman’s
premium leisure and lifestyle
destination. Under the new part-
nership, an exciting calendar of
activities, performances and
launches that make up a series of
entertainment experiences are
being planned for the local com-
munity and visitors to enjoy. 

“We have big plans for Oman
and since our launch we have
forged ahead, building partner-
ships with like-minded organisa-
tions where we jointly foster
great opportunities for growth
and seek to create value for our
customers and communities,”

said Bader al Zidi, CEO of Voda-
fone in Oman. “Al Mouj Muscat
is a thriving destination in the
heart of Muscat and we believe
that together we will take the up-
coming season to a whole new
level. Our teams have been
working tirelessly, looking at
every detail and touch-point to
ensure that every person joining

us will enjoy a differentiated ex-
perience.” Al Mouj Muscat CEO
Nasser bin Masoud al Sheibani
said, “Our lifestyle destination
welcomes close to 4mn visitors
a year and it is home to 8,000
residents. We are known as the
community where people enjoy
the very best in how to live, work
and play.”

Vodafone, Al Mouj Muscat kick
off strategic partnership

Bank Muscat showcases heritage, culture in National Day celebration
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Doha, Qatar - There is a thread
that connects the three leading
favourites to win the World Cup
starting in Qatar on Sunday.

Brazil, Argentina and holders
France have been cited as the main
contenders for good reason, not
least because of the identity of
their star players.

Lionel Messi captains an Ar-
gentina team on a 36-game un-
beaten run, Neymar leads a
formidable Brazil side and France’s
hopes of retaining the trophy will
depend to a large extent on Kylian
Mbappe.

The trio of Messi, Neymar and
Mbappe have been united at Paris
Saint-Germain by the wealth of the
French club’s Qatari owners.

Their relationship has domi-
nated headlines in France this sea-
son, and their performances have
been outstanding.

Qatar created shockwaves in
December 2010 when it won the
right to host this year’s World Cup.
A little over six months later, Qatar
Sports Investments bought PSG.

Fast forward a decade and they
have been transformed from an
ailing club into a major force.

Mbappe and Neymar became
the two most expensive signings in
football history when they moved
to PSG in 2017. Messi joined them
in Paris last year following his de-
parture from Barcelona.

They are one of the favourites
to win this season’s Champions
League, with Messi, Mbappe and
Neymar having scored 46 goals
between them in PSG’s 22 games
so far. The World Cup has been
cited as a reason for their superb
form, in particular in the case of
Messi and Neymar.

‘Messi is the best’
At 35, Messi knows he is unlikely
to get another chance to win it. “It’s
my last World Cup, surely,” he told
ESPN Argentina recently.

A brief walk along Doha’s Cor-

niche or in the nearby Souq Waqif
marketplace is enough to gauge
Messi’s popularity in Doha.

Supporters, often from Qatar’s
large South Asian population,
sport Argentina shirts with Messi’s
name and number on the back as
they sample the atmosphere on
the eve of the tournament.

Some waited outside Ar-
gentina’s base into the early hours
of Thursday, hoping for a glimpse
of Messi as Lionel Scaloni’s squad
arrived in Doha.

“Messi is the best. We like how

Argentina are playing at the mo-
ment and with Messi they are the
best,” one fan, a 36-year-old fi-
nance worker called Shabi origi-
nally from the Indian state of
Kerala, told AFP.

Like Messi, Neymar is among
the players whose images adorn
the giant buildings in downtown
Doha.

Neymar’s past trauma 
At 30, Neymar might have at least
one more World Cup in him after
this one, even if he has previously

hinted that this could be his last.
Injury ruined the 2014 World

Cup for him before Brazil lost to Bel-
gium in the quarter-finals in 2018.

Since then injuries have ham-
pered him in Paris. Until this sea-
son, when he has appeared fitter
and sharper than ever.

“The World Cup is my greatest
dream,” Neymar told British news-
paper The Daily Telegraph this
week. “It has been since I under-
stood what football was.”

Mbappe is the future 
In stark contrast to his two club
colleagues, Mbappe has already
won the World Cup and was still a
teenager when he did so with
France in 2018.

It is he who represents the fu-
ture, which is why PSG splashed

huge sums to persuade him to sign
a new deal at the end of last sea-
son rather than join Real Madrid.

Le Parisien recently reported
that Paris would be paying
Mbappe 630 million euros
($652m) before tax over the dura-
tion of the three-year contract he
signed in May.

PSG dismissed that report as
“sensationalist”, but the figures
mentioned highlight Mbappe’s
status.

“Kylian is an extraordinary
player,” his France teammate
Lucas Hernandez said on Friday. “It
is an honour to have him in our
team.”

Mbappe’s France ended the
hopes of Messi’s Argentina in the
last 16 in 2018.
AFP
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NO LOVE LOST 
PSG trio Lionel Messi, Neymar and Kylian Mbappe set for World Cup rivalry in Qatar

Argentina’s Lionel Messi (L), Brazil’s Neymar (C) and France’s Kylian Mbappe during a Paris Saint-Germain training session (AFP)

The World Cup is my greatest 
dream. It has been since 
I understood what football was 
NEYMAR 

Lionel Messi
(Argentina)
Arguably the greatest player of
all time, Messi has yet to
emulate past legends
Pele and Diego
Maradona by win-
ning the World Cup.
He did finally win a
major international
tournament with Ar-
gentina at the Copa
America last year. The 35-
year-old has said this will "very
likely" be his last World Cup
and will be desperate to go one
better than 2014, when they
lost to Germany in the final. 

Neymar (Brazil)
Brazil head into the tourna-
ment as favourites to win a
record-extending sixth World
Cup. The strong form of
Neymar this season for
PSG will be a big plus
point for coach Tite
after a difficult spell
for the 30-year-old.
Neymar heads to
Qatar just two goals
short of equalling Pele's
all-time Brazil scoring record,
albeit having already played 29
more matches. The Selecao
were beaten by Belgium in the
quarter-finals four years ago.

Kylian Mbappe
(France)
His France teammate Karim
Benzema is the current
Ballon d'Or holder but
the world champi-
ons' most important
player remains
Mbappe, more than
four years since he
starred at the 2018
World Cup. The Paris
Saint-Germain forward be-
came the first teenager to
score in a World Cup final
since Pele with his strike in
France's 4-2 victory over
Croatia. 

Six possible breakout stars of the World Cup
The World Cup always provides a stage for young players to make a name for themselves and they will be eagerly awaiting Sunday’s start of the 2022
edition. We takes a look at six of the possible breakout stars of the tournament in Qatar hoping to follow in the footsteps of Pele and Kylian Mbappe.

Moises Caicedo
(Ecuador)
Much of the focus of the opening
match will be on hosts Qatar but
Caicedo will be aiming to run the
game from Ecuador’s midfield. The
21-year-old has been a key player
for Brighton in the Premier League
since breaking into the first team
last season. He has been linked
with a potential move to several big
clubs, most notably Liverpool.
Caicedo has already made 25 inter-
national appearances, including 15
starts in Ecuador’s successful
World Cup qualifying campaign.

Jude Bellingham
(England)
The Borussia Dortmund midfielder
is fast becoming a global star and is
still only 19 years old. He was a
member of the England squad that
reached the European Champi-
onship final last year but was be-
hind Declan Rice and Kalvin Phillips
in the pecking order. Bellingham is
now a sure starter for Gareth
Southgate after a fine 12 months,
capped by four goals in this sea-
son’s Champions League. Real
Madrid and Liverpool are among
the teams chasing his signature.

Cody Gakpo
(Netherlands)
The 23-year-old winger only made
one brief substitute appearance at
Euro 2020 but is expected to fea-
ture far more heavily in Qatar.
Gakpo has already netted 13 goals
for PSV Eindhoven in all competi-
tions this season, just seven fewer
than his total tally last term. With
the more established Memphis
Depay having been out of action
since September due to injury,
Gakpo could start the Netherlands’
first outing against Senegal on
Monday.

Gio Reyna 
(United States)
Reyna has always drawn praise for
his performances for Dortmund
despite struggling with injuries in
his short career so far. He made his
league debut for Dortmund in Jan-
uary 2020 aged 17, becoming the
youngest American to play in the
Bundesliga, taking now interna-
tional teammate Christian Pulisic’s
record. Reyna, now 20, is likely to
be competing with Lille forward
Timothy Weah and Leeds’ Brenden
Aaronson for a spot in the United
States’ starting line-up.

Jamal Musiala
(Germany)
The 19-year-old has enjoyed a bril-
liant start to the campaign with
Bayern Munich, scoring 12 goals
and creating nine more. Musiala,
who also played for England’s
youth teams before declaring for
Germany, could start for Hansi
Flick’s men, even at the expense of
veteran Thomas Mueller. Germany
may need Musiala to fire if they are
to seal a fifth World Cup, with the
possibility Flick will play without an
out-and-out striker following an in-
jury to Timo Werner.

Mohammed Kudus
(Ghana)
Kudus was still playing for Ajax’s
youth team as recently as last year,
before making an impact on the big
stage with four goals in this sea-
son’s Champions League. The 22-
year-old from Accra has already
made his mark for Ghana with five
goals in 18 appearances. Kudus,
who possesses great close con-
trol,will be an important figure for
the last African nation to reach a
World Cup quarter-final, alongside
the more experienced Andre Ayew
and his brother Jordan.



Doha, Qatar - Qatar will finally get
their home World Cup under way
on Sunday, 12 years after the na-
tion’s successful bid put into mo-
tion wide-ranging preparations
which cost billions of dollars.

It is widely accepted the Gulf
state has spent $200 billion on
hosting football’s biggest event and
Qatar will get their first glimpse at
the final product at the Al Bayt Sta-
dium in Al Khor when the hosts
take on Ecuador.

Organisers say that 2.9 million
of the 3.1 million tickets have been
sold and they will be expecting a
60,000 sell-out on Sunday.

The home team’s players have
also been preparing tirelessly,
spending months outside Qatar in
isolated training camps, in an at-
tempt to reach the knockout phase
on their World Cup debut.

“Our situation is different (com-
pared to other teams) and we have
to work with what we’ve got,”
coach Felix Sanchez told a press
conference on the eve of the tour-
nament.

“It’s true it’s a massive sacrifice,
many time away from our families
and abroad and this shows the
commitment of the players to com-
pete and it all starts tomorrow.”

The Group A match, which was
moved forward from Monday to
allow Qatar to play in the opening
game, will be an acid test for the

hosts both on and off the pitch.
FIFA and the tournament organ-

isers will be hoping the kick-off can
help put several controversies in
the shade.

Qatar had to face severe criti-
cism over the human rights record

and the environmental fallout from
holding the event.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino
had called on World Cup teams to
“focus on football” in a letter earlier
this month and accused critics in
Western countries of “hypocrisy”

on Saturday.

‘We’ll bring ‘A’ game’
Qatar will be wary of following the
dozen years of work and spending
with the embarrassment of becom-
ing only the second host country to
crash out in the first round.

To avoid joining South Africa in
that exclusive club, Sanchez’s men
have been tasked with getting out
of a group also containing Euro-
pean giants the Netherlands and
African champions Senegal.

A win against the less-fancied

Ecuador would make those
next two matches appear less
daunting.

“On paper, they (Qatar’s three
opponents) should get the three
points, but we of course are here to
show our people that we can be a
competitive team,” said Sanchez.

“We’ll bring our ‘A’ game and
play our football, and try to bring
joy...

“We know that it will be a great
challenge for us but we’re very
eager to play this match and are
very happy to be here.”
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
      
            
     
 

  
  
     
  

            
    



Qatar face acid test in World Cup opener against Ecuador after 12 years of spending

Qatar defender Bassam al Rawi heads the ball during a team training session in Doha on Thursday (AFP)

Qatar ready
for ‘historic
moment’,
says Sanchez
Doha, Qatar - Qatar coach
Felix Sanchez said the hosts
were excitedly looking forward
to a “historic moment” when
his team open the 2022 World
Cup against Ecuador on Sun-
day.

The Qataris, playing in their
first World Cup, take on the
South Americans at Al Bayt
Stadium in the tournament
curtain raiser, before further
Group A matches with Senegal
and 2010 finalists Netherlands.

“It’s a very important day for
us, it’s a historic moment, it’s a

very happy day for us, for
the players and the

staff,” Sanchez said
at the pre-match
press conference
on Saturday. “It’s

an extraordinary
day... We have made

a huge investment in
this country.

“I hope we can enjoy foot-
ball, our sport, and do our talk-
ing on the pitch. I hope all the
countries in the world can
come together to enjoy this.”

Qatar will be playing in the
global showpiece for the first
time, but are hoping to repli-
cate the form which saw them
win the Asian Cup three years
ago.
AFP

“On paper, they (Qatar’s three oppo-
nents) should get the three points, but
we of course are here to show our people
that we can be a competitive team 
FELIX SANCHEZ
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Florida, US - NASA launched the
most powerful rocket ever built
on a journey to the Moon on
Wednesday, in a spectacular
blaze of light and sound that
marked the start of the space
agency’s new flagship pro-
gramme, Artemis.

The 32-story tall Space
Launch System (SLS) blasted off
from the Kennedy Space Center
in Florida at 01:47am (0647
GMT), producing a record
8.8mn pounds (39 meganew-
tons) of thrust.

“What you have done today
will inspire generations to come,
thank you!” Charlie Blackwell-
Thompson, NASA’s first female
launch director, told cheering
teammates.

Fixed to the rocket’s top was
the uncrewed Orion spaceship
that will orbit Earth’s nearest
neighbour, in a test run for later
flights that should see the first
woman and first person of colour

touch down on lunar soil by the
mid-2020s.

About two hours after launch,
NASA said the spacecraft was
on its trajectory to the Moon, and
later released the first images
taken of Earth receding behind
the craft.

“Now we are going back to
the Moon, not just for the sake of
going to the Moon, but to learn
how to live on the Moon in order
to prepare to send humans all
the way to Mars,” NASA admin-
istrator Bill Nelson told a news
conference after the launch.

“This is the next beginning,
this is the Artemis generation,”
added Nelson, who said he
watched the launch from the
roof of the rocket assembly
building along with a group of as-
tronauts. America last sent as-
tronauts to the Moon during the
Apollo era, from 1969-1972.

This time it hopes to build a
sustained presence - including a

lunar space station - to help pre-
pare for an eventual mission to
Mars in the 2030s.

There were nervous moments
as teams worked to overcome
technical issues that ate into the
two-hour launch window, which

opened at 1:04am.
First, engineers were forced to

pause the flow of liquid hydrogen
into the core stage on Tuesday
night because of a valve leak, but
a team sent to the launch pad re-
solved the issue after about an

hour, by tightening loose bolts.
Later, the space agency re-

ported that a radar site monitor-
ing the rocket’s flight path was
experiencing problems due to a
faulty ethernet switch, which had
to be replaced.

It was third time lucky for
NASA after two previous launch
attempts were canceled for tech-
nical reasons. The launch was
also delayed due to weather set-
backs including Hurricane Ian,
which battered Florida in late
September.

‘Extremely excited’ 
About 100,000 people were ex-
pected to have gathered along
the coast to witness the historic
event.

Todd Garland drove from
Frankfurt, Kentucky to watch
from Cocoa Beach.

Wearing an Artemis T-shirt,
the 55-year-old told AFP tear-
fully: “This has been an experi-
ence I’ve looked forward to all
my life.

“My first memory is my
mother waking me up at two
years old to watch the Moon
landing and I’ve always wanted
to see a launch ever since, and

now I have.”
Kerry Warner, 59, a grand-

mother and semi-retired educa-
tor who lives in Florida, added
the launch was ‘part of America
and what America is all about’.

A distant orbit
The Orion crew capsule was
lifted by two boosters and four
powerful engines under the core
stage, which detached after just
a few minutes. A final push from
the upper stage set the capsule
on its way to the Moon, though it
will take several days to reach its
destination. 

The upper stage will mean-
while release 10 CubeSats to
carry out science experiments,
including one that will unfurl a
sail-powered by sunlight and
perform asteroid reconnaissance
work. Rather than landing on the
Moon, Orion will assume a dis-
tant orbit.
AFP

liftoff! NASA launches most powerful Moon rocket

The Artemis I unmanned lunar rocket lifts off from launch pad 39B at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Cape

Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday (aFp)

Palm Beach, US - A combative
Donald Trump launched into the
2024 White House race on
Tuesday, setting the stage for a
bruising Republican nomination
battle after a poor midterm elec-
tion showing by his hand-picked
candidates weakened his grip on
the party.

“America’s comeback starts
right now,” the 76-year-old for-
mer president told hundreds of
supporters gathered in an ornate
American flag-draped ballroom
at his palatial Mar-a-Lago resi-
dence in Florida.

“In order to make America
great and glorious again, I am
tonight announcing my candi-
dacy for president of the United
States,” Trump said, minutes
after filing the official paperwork
for his third presidential run.

Trump’s unusually early entry
into the race is being seen in
Washington as an attempt to get
the jump on other Republicans
seeking to be party flag-bearer -
and to stave off potential crimi-
nal charges. In a fiery, hour-long
speech, Trump lauded - and at
times inflated - his accomplish-
ments as America’s 45th presi-
dent and fired off verbal salvos
against Democrat Joe Biden,
who defeated him in 2020.

“I will ensure that Joe Biden
does not receive four more
years,” Trump vowed, while the
US leader greeted his announce-
ment with a tweet saying: “Don-
ald Trump failed America.”

Trump, who was impeached
for seeking political dirt on Biden
from Ukraine and again after the
January 6, 2021 attack on the
Capitol by his supporters,
launches his new bid with several
potential handicaps.

He is the target of multiple
investigations into his conduct
before, during and after his first
term as president - which could
ultimately result in his disquali-
fication. These include allega-
tions of fraud by his family
business, his role in the attack
on the Capitol, his attempt to

overturn the 2020 election, and
his stashing of classified docu-
ments at Mar-a-Lago.

Meanwhile Trump’s Republi-
cans are licking their wounds
after disappointing midterms,
widely blamed on the underper-
formance of Trump-anointed
candidates, and some are openly
asking whether Trump - with his
divisive politics and mess of legal
woes - is the right person to carry
the party colours next time
around. Several possible 2024
primary rivals are circling, chief
among them the governor of
Florida Ron DeSantis, who
bucked the tide and won a re-
sounding reelection 

The powerful media empire of
Rupert Murdoch has already ap-

peared to turn its back on Trump,
labelling him a ‘loser’ who shows
‘increasingly poor judgement’.

And Trump remains banned
by Facebook and Twitter, which
was instrumental in his stunning
political rise.

In his announcement speech,
Trump attacked Biden over infla-
tion, crime and immigration,
mocked climate change and con-
gratulated himself for toppling
the Islamic State, keeping North
Korea in check and building a
border wall with Mexico.

“Under our leadership, we
were a great and glorious nation.
But now we are a nation in de-
cline,” he said. “This is not just a
campaign this is a quest to save
our country.”
AFP

Donald Trump pulls
trigger on 2024
White House run

Former US President Donald Trump speaks at the Mar-a-Lago Club in

Palm Beach, Florida, on Tuesday (aFp)

In order to make
America great and
glorious again, I am
announcing my
candidacy for 
president of the
United States

donald tRump
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• Round of 16
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• The Final
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• 6 x Group matches
• Round of 16
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2002 BRAZIL
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CAMEROON (CMR)

OFFICIAL 
FIFA WORLD 
CUP TROPHY

The Official FIFA World Cup 2022 Emblem

WINNERS SO FAR

STATISTICS
Trophy Material: 

18 CARAT GOLD
Base Material: 

MALACHITE
Height: 36.8CM

Weight: 6.1KG

The FIFA World Cup Trophy is awarded 
to the winners of the FIFA World Cup. 
The trophy depicts two athlete figures 
holding up the Earth – their shapes 
replicating the excitement of victory. It 
was made by the Stabilimento Artistico 
Bertoni Company in Milan, Italy. This 
version of the FIFA World Cup Trophy 
was introduced in 1974.

My idea was to design 
a trophy that I hoped 
would also become 
a sculpture.”
SILVIO GAZZANIGA 
Designer

The FIFA World Cup emblem incorporates the burgundy and white colours that are 
synonymous with Qatar’s national flag. The emblem’s design embodies the vision of an event 
that connects and engages the entire world, while also featuring striking elements of local and 
regional Arab culture, as well as references to the beautiful game.

The swooping curves of the emblem represent desert dunes, and the unbroken loop depicts 
both the number eight – representing the tournament’s host stadiums – and the infinity 
symbol, reflecting the event’s interconnected nature, which fuses tradition with modernity.

Diacritics
Marks placed above

and below letters in Arabic

Football
Presented in a geometric

style, referencing Arab
culture

FIFA World Cup
trophy shape
The most renowned 

silhouette in the football 
world

Infinity symbol
and figure 8

This symbol is 
multifaceted, representing 
the 8 stadiums where the 

FIFA World Cup will be 
played and the human

connections that will 
endure long past the 

tournament

The flow of the 
Desert and 
the Shawl
The top of the emblem 
represents the elegant 
movement of desert dunes 
and of the shawl, which
is worn around the world
– and in the Arab and Gulf 
region in particular – by 
a variety of people and in 
various styles

An intriguing
3D object
Designed to surprise and 
delight, the emblem can 
rotate to reveal a perfect 
circle, reflecting both our 
planet and a football

Decorative elements
Floral patterns, like those embroidered on Qatari shawls, 
are important elements of Qatar’s heritage. Based on 
traditional Arab art, these decorations reflect the richness 
of Middle Eastern culture

La’eeb
The Official Mascot
of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022

Hayya Hayya
is the first single 
of the multi-song 
FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Official 
Soundtrack. 
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Florida, US - NASA launched the
most powerful rocket ever built
on a journey to the Moon on
Wednesday, in a spectacular
blaze of light and sound that
marked the start of the space
agency’s new flagship pro-
gramme, Artemis.

The 32-story tall Space
Launch System (SLS) blasted off
from the Kennedy Space Center
in Florida at 01:47am (0647
GMT), producing a record
8.8mn pounds (39 meganew-
tons) of thrust.

“What you have done today
will inspire generations to come,
thank you!” Charlie Blackwell-
Thompson, NASA’s first female
launch director, told cheering
teammates.

Fixed to the rocket’s top was
the uncrewed Orion spaceship
that will orbit Earth’s nearest
neighbour, in a test run for later
flights that should see the first
woman and first person of colour

touch down on lunar soil by the
mid-2020s.

About two hours after launch,
NASA said the spacecraft was
on its trajectory to the Moon, and
later released the first images
taken of Earth receding behind
the craft.

“Now we are going back to
the Moon, not just for the sake of
going to the Moon, but to learn
how to live on the Moon in order
to prepare to send humans all
the way to Mars,” NASA admin-
istrator Bill Nelson told a news
conference after the launch.

“This is the next beginning,
this is the Artemis generation,”
added Nelson, who said he
watched the launch from the
roof of the rocket assembly
building along with a group of as-
tronauts. America last sent as-
tronauts to the Moon during the
Apollo era, from 1969-1972.

This time it hopes to build a
sustained presence - including a

lunar space station - to help pre-
pare for an eventual mission to
Mars in the 2030s.

There were nervous moments
as teams worked to overcome
technical issues that ate into the
two-hour launch window, which

opened at 1:04am.
First, engineers were forced to

pause the flow of liquid hydrogen
into the core stage on Tuesday
night because of a valve leak, but
a team sent to the launch pad re-
solved the issue after about an

hour, by tightening loose bolts.
Later, the space agency re-

ported that a radar site monitor-
ing the rocket’s flight path was
experiencing problems due to a
faulty ethernet switch, which had
to be replaced.

It was third time lucky for
NASA after two previous launch
attempts were canceled for tech-
nical reasons. The launch was
also delayed due to weather set-
backs including Hurricane Ian,
which battered Florida in late
September.

‘Extremely excited’ 
About 100,000 people were ex-
pected to have gathered along
the coast to witness the historic
event.

Todd Garland drove from
Frankfurt, Kentucky to watch
from Cocoa Beach.

Wearing an Artemis T-shirt,
the 55-year-old told AFP tear-
fully: “This has been an experi-
ence I’ve looked forward to all
my life.

“My first memory is my
mother waking me up at two
years old to watch the Moon
landing and I’ve always wanted
to see a launch ever since, and

now I have.”
Kerry Warner, 59, a grand-

mother and semi-retired educa-
tor who lives in Florida, added
the launch was ‘part of America
and what America is all about’.

A distant orbit
The Orion crew capsule was
lifted by two boosters and four
powerful engines under the core
stage, which detached after just
a few minutes. A final push from
the upper stage set the capsule
on its way to the Moon, though it
will take several days to reach its
destination. 

The upper stage will mean-
while release 10 CubeSats to
carry out science experiments,
including one that will unfurl a
sail-powered by sunlight and
perform asteroid reconnaissance
work. Rather than landing on the
Moon, Orion will assume a dis-
tant orbit.
AFP

liftoff! NASA launches most powerful Moon rocket

The Artemis I unmanned lunar rocket lifts off from launch pad 39B at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Cape

Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday (aFp)

Palm Beach, US - A combative
Donald Trump launched into the
2024 White House race on
Tuesday, setting the stage for a
bruising Republican nomination
battle after a poor midterm elec-
tion showing by his hand-picked
candidates weakened his grip on
the party.

“America’s comeback starts
right now,” the 76-year-old for-
mer president told hundreds of
supporters gathered in an ornate
American flag-draped ballroom
at his palatial Mar-a-Lago resi-
dence in Florida.

“In order to make America
great and glorious again, I am
tonight announcing my candi-
dacy for president of the United
States,” Trump said, minutes
after filing the official paperwork
for his third presidential run.

Trump’s unusually early entry
into the race is being seen in
Washington as an attempt to get
the jump on other Republicans
seeking to be party flag-bearer -
and to stave off potential crimi-
nal charges. In a fiery, hour-long
speech, Trump lauded - and at
times inflated - his accomplish-
ments as America’s 45th presi-
dent and fired off verbal salvos
against Democrat Joe Biden,
who defeated him in 2020.

“I will ensure that Joe Biden
does not receive four more
years,” Trump vowed, while the
US leader greeted his announce-
ment with a tweet saying: “Don-
ald Trump failed America.”

Trump, who was impeached
for seeking political dirt on Biden
from Ukraine and again after the
January 6, 2021 attack on the
Capitol by his supporters,
launches his new bid with several
potential handicaps.

He is the target of multiple
investigations into his conduct
before, during and after his first
term as president - which could
ultimately result in his disquali-
fication. These include allega-
tions of fraud by his family
business, his role in the attack
on the Capitol, his attempt to

overturn the 2020 election, and
his stashing of classified docu-
ments at Mar-a-Lago.

Meanwhile Trump’s Republi-
cans are licking their wounds
after disappointing midterms,
widely blamed on the underper-
formance of Trump-anointed
candidates, and some are openly
asking whether Trump - with his
divisive politics and mess of legal
woes - is the right person to carry
the party colours next time
around. Several possible 2024
primary rivals are circling, chief
among them the governor of
Florida Ron DeSantis, who
bucked the tide and won a re-
sounding reelection 

The powerful media empire of
Rupert Murdoch has already ap-

peared to turn its back on Trump,
labelling him a ‘loser’ who shows
‘increasingly poor judgement’.

And Trump remains banned
by Facebook and Twitter, which
was instrumental in his stunning
political rise.

In his announcement speech,
Trump attacked Biden over infla-
tion, crime and immigration,
mocked climate change and con-
gratulated himself for toppling
the Islamic State, keeping North
Korea in check and building a
border wall with Mexico.

“Under our leadership, we
were a great and glorious nation.
But now we are a nation in de-
cline,” he said. “This is not just a
campaign this is a quest to save
our country.”
AFP

Donald Trump pulls
trigger on 2024
White House run

Former US President Donald Trump speaks at the Mar-a-Lago Club in

Palm Beach, Florida, on Tuesday (aFp)

In order to make
America great and
glorious again, I am
announcing my
candidacy for 
president of the
United States

donald tRump
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• 40,000 capacity

LUSAIL
STADIUM

• 6 x Group matches
• Round of 16

• Quarter-final
• Semi-final
• The Final

• 80,000 capacity

STADIUM
974

• 6 x Group matches
• Round of 16

• 40,000 capacity

AL THUMAMA
STADIUM

• 6 x Group matches
• Round of 16

• Quarter-final

• 40,000 capacity

AL JANOUB
STADIUM

• 6 x Group matches
• Round of 16

• 40,000 capacity

Match Schedule

1930 URUGUAY

1934 ITALY

1938 ITALY

1950 URUGUAY

1954 WEST GERMANY

1958 BRAZIL

1962 BRAZIL

1966 ENGLAND

1970 BRAZIL

1974 WEST GERMANY

1978 ARGENTINA

1982 ITALY

1986 ARGENTINA

1990 WEST GERMANY

1994 BRAZIL

1998 FRANCE

2002 BRAZIL

2006 ITALY

2010 SPAIN

2014 GERMANY

2018 FRANCE

CAMEROON (CMR)

OFFICIAL 
FIFA WORLD 
CUP TROPHY

The Official FIFA World Cup 2022 Emblem

WINNERS SO FAR

STATISTICS
Trophy Material: 

18 CARAT GOLD
Base Material: 

MALACHITE
Height: 36.8CM

Weight: 6.1KG

The FIFA World Cup Trophy is awarded 
to the winners of the FIFA World Cup. 
The trophy depicts two athlete figures 
holding up the Earth – their shapes 
replicating the excitement of victory. It 
was made by the Stabilimento Artistico 
Bertoni Company in Milan, Italy. This 
version of the FIFA World Cup Trophy 
was introduced in 1974.

My idea was to design 
a trophy that I hoped 
would also become 
a sculpture.”
SILVIO GAZZANIGA 
Designer

The FIFA World Cup emblem incorporates the burgundy and white colours that are 
synonymous with Qatar’s national flag. The emblem’s design embodies the vision of an event 
that connects and engages the entire world, while also featuring striking elements of local and 
regional Arab culture, as well as references to the beautiful game.

The swooping curves of the emblem represent desert dunes, and the unbroken loop depicts 
both the number eight – representing the tournament’s host stadiums – and the infinity 
symbol, reflecting the event’s interconnected nature, which fuses tradition with modernity.

Diacritics
Marks placed above

and below letters in Arabic

Football
Presented in a geometric

style, referencing Arab
culture

FIFA World Cup
trophy shape
The most renowned 

silhouette in the football 
world

Infinity symbol
and figure 8

This symbol is 
multifaceted, representing 
the 8 stadiums where the 

FIFA World Cup will be 
played and the human

connections that will 
endure long past the 

tournament

The flow of the 
Desert and 
the Shawl
The top of the emblem 
represents the elegant 
movement of desert dunes 
and of the shawl, which
is worn around the world
– and in the Arab and Gulf 
region in particular – by 
a variety of people and in 
various styles

An intriguing
3D object
Designed to surprise and 
delight, the emblem can 
rotate to reveal a perfect 
circle, reflecting both our 
planet and a football

Decorative elements
Floral patterns, like those embroidered on Qatari shawls, 
are important elements of Qatar’s heritage. Based on 
traditional Arab art, these decorations reflect the richness 
of Middle Eastern culture

La’eeb
The Official Mascot
of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022

Hayya Hayya
is the first single 
of the multi-song 
FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Official 
Soundtrack. 
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Al 
Thumama 
Stadium

Khalifa 
International
Stadium

Ahmad 
Bin Ali 
Stadium

Al Bayt 
Stadium

Lusail 
Stadium

Education 
City 
Stadium

 
Stadium 974

Al Janoub 
Stadium
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Group 
Matches

Round 
of 16

Quarter­ 
Finals

Semi­ 
Finals

3rd Place 
& Final

63

7 PM

3rd
Place

64

7 PM

Final

52

7 PM

1D
2C

v.

60

7 PM

W55
W56

v.

49

7 PM

1A
2B

v.

50

11 PM

1C
2D

v.

51

11 PM

1B
2A

v.

59

11 PM

W51
W52

v.

1

8 PM

v.

62

11 PM

W59
W60

v.

61

11 PM

W57
W58

v.

56

11 PM

1H
2G

v.

57

11 PM

W49
W50

v.

55

7 PM

1F
2E

v.

58

7 PM

W53
W54

v.

54

11 PM

1G
2H
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53
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2F

v.

12
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20
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28
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v.

26

5 PM

v.

34

11 PM

v.

42

7 PM

v.

4

11 PM

v.

9

11 PM

v.

17

2 PM

v.

25

2 PM

v.

33

11 PM

v.

41

7 PM

v.

8

2 PM

v.

16

11 PM

v.

24

11 PM

v.

32

11 PM

v.

40

11 PM

v.

48

11 PM

v.

47

11 PM

v.

39

11 PM

v.

31

8 PM

v.

23

8 PM

v.

15

8 PM

v.

7

8 PM

v.

6

5 PM

v.

14

5 PM
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22
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v.

37
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29
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v.

21
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v.

13
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v.

5

11 PM

v.

QAT
ECU

MAR
CRO

ENG
USA

ESP
GER

NED
QAT

CRC
GER
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IRN

GER
JPN

NED
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CAN
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SEN

JPN
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QAT
SEN
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MAR

USA
WAL
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BEL

ARG
KSA

BRA
SRB
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MEX

POR
URU

KSA
MEX

CMR
BRA

SRB
SUI

POL
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BRA
SUI
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GHA

MEX
POL

DEN
TUN

URU
KOR

POL
KSA

KOR
GHA

TUN
FRA

KOR
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GHA
URU

AUS
DEN

CMR
SRB

TUN
AUS

SUI
CMR

FRA
AUS

* All matches Oman time

Florida, US - NASA launched the
most powerful rocket ever built
on a journey to the Moon on
Wednesday, in a spectacular
blaze of light and sound that
marked the start of the space
agency’s new flagship pro-
gramme, Artemis.

The 32-story tall Space
Launch System (SLS) blasted off
from the Kennedy Space Center
in Florida at 01:47am (0647
GMT), producing a record
8.8mn pounds (39 meganew-
tons) of thrust.

“What you have done today
will inspire generations to come,
thank you!” Charlie Blackwell-
Thompson, NASA’s first female
launch director, told cheering
teammates.

Fixed to the rocket’s top was
the uncrewed Orion spaceship
that will orbit Earth’s nearest
neighbour, in a test run for later
flights that should see the first
woman and first person of colour

touch down on lunar soil by the
mid-2020s.

About two hours after launch,
NASA said the spacecraft was
on its trajectory to the Moon, and
later released the first images
taken of Earth receding behind
the craft.

“Now we are going back to
the Moon, not just for the sake of
going to the Moon, but to learn
how to live on the Moon in order
to prepare to send humans all
the way to Mars,” NASA admin-
istrator Bill Nelson told a news
conference after the launch.

“This is the next beginning,
this is the Artemis generation,”
added Nelson, who said he
watched the launch from the
roof of the rocket assembly
building along with a group of as-
tronauts. America last sent as-
tronauts to the Moon during the
Apollo era, from 1969-1972.

This time it hopes to build a
sustained presence - including a

lunar space station - to help pre-
pare for an eventual mission to
Mars in the 2030s.

There were nervous moments
as teams worked to overcome
technical issues that ate into the
two-hour launch window, which

opened at 1:04am.
First, engineers were forced to

pause the flow of liquid hydrogen
into the core stage on Tuesday
night because of a valve leak, but
a team sent to the launch pad re-
solved the issue after about an

hour, by tightening loose bolts.
Later, the space agency re-

ported that a radar site monitor-
ing the rocket’s flight path was
experiencing problems due to a
faulty ethernet switch, which had
to be replaced.

It was third time lucky for
NASA after two previous launch
attempts were canceled for tech-
nical reasons. The launch was
also delayed due to weather set-
backs including Hurricane Ian,
which battered Florida in late
September.

‘Extremely excited’ 
About 100,000 people were ex-
pected to have gathered along
the coast to witness the historic
event.

Todd Garland drove from
Frankfurt, Kentucky to watch
from Cocoa Beach.

Wearing an Artemis T-shirt,
the 55-year-old told AFP tear-
fully: “This has been an experi-
ence I’ve looked forward to all
my life.

“My first memory is my
mother waking me up at two
years old to watch the Moon
landing and I’ve always wanted
to see a launch ever since, and

now I have.”
Kerry Warner, 59, a grand-

mother and semi-retired educa-
tor who lives in Florida, added
the launch was ‘part of America
and what America is all about’.

A distant orbit
The Orion crew capsule was
lifted by two boosters and four
powerful engines under the core
stage, which detached after just
a few minutes. A final push from
the upper stage set the capsule
on its way to the Moon, though it
will take several days to reach its
destination. 

The upper stage will mean-
while release 10 CubeSats to
carry out science experiments,
including one that will unfurl a
sail-powered by sunlight and
perform asteroid reconnaissance
work. Rather than landing on the
Moon, Orion will assume a dis-
tant orbit.
AFP

liftoff! NASA launches most powerful Moon rocket

The Artemis I unmanned lunar rocket lifts off from launch pad 39B at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Cape

Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday (aFp)

Palm Beach, US - A combative
Donald Trump launched into the
2024 White House race on
Tuesday, setting the stage for a
bruising Republican nomination
battle after a poor midterm elec-
tion showing by his hand-picked
candidates weakened his grip on
the party.

“America’s comeback starts
right now,” the 76-year-old for-
mer president told hundreds of
supporters gathered in an ornate
American flag-draped ballroom
at his palatial Mar-a-Lago resi-
dence in Florida.

“In order to make America
great and glorious again, I am
tonight announcing my candi-
dacy for president of the United
States,” Trump said, minutes
after filing the official paperwork
for his third presidential run.

Trump’s unusually early entry
into the race is being seen in
Washington as an attempt to get
the jump on other Republicans
seeking to be party flag-bearer -
and to stave off potential crimi-
nal charges. In a fiery, hour-long
speech, Trump lauded - and at
times inflated - his accomplish-
ments as America’s 45th presi-
dent and fired off verbal salvos
against Democrat Joe Biden,
who defeated him in 2020.

“I will ensure that Joe Biden
does not receive four more
years,” Trump vowed, while the
US leader greeted his announce-
ment with a tweet saying: “Don-
ald Trump failed America.”

Trump, who was impeached
for seeking political dirt on Biden
from Ukraine and again after the
January 6, 2021 attack on the
Capitol by his supporters,
launches his new bid with several
potential handicaps.

He is the target of multiple
investigations into his conduct
before, during and after his first
term as president - which could
ultimately result in his disquali-
fication. These include allega-
tions of fraud by his family
business, his role in the attack
on the Capitol, his attempt to

overturn the 2020 election, and
his stashing of classified docu-
ments at Mar-a-Lago.

Meanwhile Trump’s Republi-
cans are licking their wounds
after disappointing midterms,
widely blamed on the underper-
formance of Trump-anointed
candidates, and some are openly
asking whether Trump - with his
divisive politics and mess of legal
woes - is the right person to carry
the party colours next time
around. Several possible 2024
primary rivals are circling, chief
among them the governor of
Florida Ron DeSantis, who
bucked the tide and won a re-
sounding reelection 

The powerful media empire of
Rupert Murdoch has already ap-

peared to turn its back on Trump,
labelling him a ‘loser’ who shows
‘increasingly poor judgement’.

And Trump remains banned
by Facebook and Twitter, which
was instrumental in his stunning
political rise.

In his announcement speech,
Trump attacked Biden over infla-
tion, crime and immigration,
mocked climate change and con-
gratulated himself for toppling
the Islamic State, keeping North
Korea in check and building a
border wall with Mexico.

“Under our leadership, we
were a great and glorious nation.
But now we are a nation in de-
cline,” he said. “This is not just a
campaign this is a quest to save
our country.”
AFP

Donald Trump pulls
trigger on 2024
White House run

Former US President Donald Trump speaks at the Mar-a-Lago Club in

Palm Beach, Florida, on Tuesday (aFp)

In order to make
America great and
glorious again, I am
announcing my
candidacy for 
president of the
United States

donald tRump
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    
  
 


     



   
    



 


   

  


    


 
   
   








     
 
    
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
    

















    

    








  




 
 



     









   
     




  
   









    




 
  












   


    
    
    
   

   
  
   













      


    

  


   
     
  


     
   
 




      
    
     








   



    





   



 

     



    
     
 


    


 





   



     



     

  
   
  


 
     
 
    




   


    







 



   






  
    
 


   


  
     
   
 






 

   



    

     

   


   


    




    
      




     


   

     



    

    




   










     
    



   

   








 


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














 

Contact:97239696/95355638





Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.



 

       
 




 State of the Art warehouse and 

office in Misfah
 Centrally located with ease of access

to Muscat-Nizwa-Sohar

Office
650 sq mts of office space, centralized
air conditioning ready to use.

Warehouse
 6000++ pallets space available on

monthly/per pallet rental bases.

 13 loading/unloading bays, with
state of the art racking and centrally
air conditioning @21 degree

Cold room and Chiller room
 600 pallets space available on

monthly/per pallet rental bases.
 02 loading/unloading bays, with 10

mts high state of racking.
 Temp zone 05 Degree, -25 Degree

Frozen.







    
   




     
   




   
  




  
 
    






 



   
    




   




    


      










    




  
   
    
  

     

 
 




    
 


    


 
   

     

    
     




 

 
     






   

     



    





    






   


   


    





    

   




 
   



 

   




    
    




 
  









  
   
   




    
   












 

    


 




   


    
    
 










 

    
 


   


   
  
   

  
  


    



  




   





    



    



    

 

  
  




 


   
 





    
   
  


    






    




    

      

   

    






  






   

   

  
  

     


   

      


    

  
 

  

    
    



  
    

    







     







     

 







 





Hubert Vaz

he title of the exhibition and
the exhibits on the entrance

promise an element of intrigue at
Matti Sirvio Art Gallery, in
Jawharat al Shatti, where a solo
exhibition by a visiting artist
from Kazakhstan opened last

evening. The theme deals with a unique
aspect of facial beauty that is familiar in
the Arab world, with cultural roots that run
deep.

The exhibition, curated by Hungarian
designer and artist Anetta Szabo, was 
inaugurated under the auspices of H E 
Najmedin Muhametali, Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. It will continue till
December 19.

“I always draw a monobrow on the 
images of my paintings. This is the most
recognisable element of visual language.
In Almaty (in south Kazakhstan), people
call me 'Diva Monobrow', and I like it. The
monobrow symbol is of special impor-
tance to me and is part of a personal story.
Although it is a beautiful, unique part of
my culture, I felt I needed to reject it due
to certain trauma in my childhood,” says
Guzel who later learnt that her monobrow
was an important cultural code that 
revealed the answers to questions about
her identity,

She further said, “Today, it has become
a significant resource and inspiration for
my art. The monobrow - fused eyebrows
- dates back to an ancient symbol of fertil-
ity. They embody the ideal notion of a
woman.”

She pointed out, just as the cow has
symbolised fertility and abundance - the
horns resemble the crescent moon, and its
milk, the Milky Way – so also, the crescent
shape moon, the monobrow, marked on
the forehead of the female became an im-
portant central feature for eastern women. 

Traditional honour
Outgrown eyebrows became quite popu-
lar and gained high status in society. Even
today, thick outgrown eyebrows are
viewed as a sign of womanhood. In Uyghur

culture, the traditional honour for fertility
still holds strong today as we continue to
'sacredly' join our brows with dye, Guzel
explains, adding, “It is common for Turkic
women to have eyebrow dyeing cere-
monies, parties or secret gatherings.

“The ladies in my family still embrace
this ancient practice. My mother would
squeeze out the juice of 'osma' (woad
plants) with her hands and make a paint
brush from cotton and broom sticks. She
would then sit my sisters and me down
and join our brows with the dye. It would
be almost impossible to wash off the green
dye. I would often get mocked by my
friends for this,” she said, also wondering
whether inspiration for painting did come
to her through this act.

Though she never liked her monobrow,
she later realised that it was part of her
culture, and understood its significance.
“The more I researched this ancient prac-
tice, the more I learned about my history,
my people, my family and ultimately, 
myself. A journey of self love and accept-
ance emerged... My monobrow is a story
of internal decolonisation. 

“May be today, the monobrow is seen
as stigma, but for me, it is like an ancient
silken thread linking me to my ethnic and
cultural identity. The exhibition 'Mono-
brow' is about the significance of fused
eyebrows in the culture of Uyghur
women.”

Dialogue through art
On display are 12 paintings, one series of
a ceramic composition, and a set of prints.
In Oman on a short stay of three weeks,
Guzel has been very impressed by the vil-
lages scenes, people, and the unique land-
scapes. She loved the topography -  the
sand, and the many different rock forma-
tions that create a great platform for
artists.

“In my art, I focus on dialogue between
women in art and dialogue through art.
The value of women - encouraging women
through art and evolving them into my art
projects. Monobrow is an important sym-
bol for me. From this topic, my journey of
art began. I have exhibited on this topic in
Almaty, Istanbul, and plan to continue my

research and work on this topic in the 
future. It connects people, and has greatly
affected my becoming an artist.”

About beauty in the Arab world, she
noted that there is beauty that is con-
cealed. “Many Arab women have a mono-
brow, therefore, I feel connected with
them instantly, as I consider it an aspect of
beauty in its own special way. I feel my
story could be their story – there are strong
connections.”

Language of women
Curator of the exhibition, Anetta Szabo
said, “Besides her cultural background and
the local culture, Guzel's paintings touch
human issues, concerns, and values that
connect to all of us, regardless of culture.
Paintings like ‘Pure’, ‘Judges’, ‘Sacrificial’...
refer to our human existence.

“Knowing about Guzel’s highly profes-
sional background - having exhibited in 
Istanbul, Almaty, several solo exhibitions
- during these last weeks I had this incred-
ible privilege of following her work from
the first day till the last nail on the wall. I
am amazed by how her art and her life is
so woven together, her genuine love for
people, her care for their joys and sorrows
is revealed in her works. The way she val-
ues people in her art was proven in her life
in Oman through these weeks, and now
continues in the exhibition.”

About the paintings on display - half of
which were inspired during her residency
in Oman and half from her earlier work in
Kazakhstan - Anetta said, “She has
painted paintings inspired by Oman, 
besides sharing her own story and culture.
Many of her subjects closely relate to Arab
women - stories of middle-eastern
women. Guzel speaks the language of
women here, without knowing Arabic.”

Of the works on display, Anetta consid-
ers 'Sacrificial', 'Becoming the Same' and,
'Hidden Beauties' the strongest pieces.
“Sacrificial because of the strong expres-
sion on the concept of sacrificial act (that
might be disappearing in a world, where
people tend to love themselves more…) I
value this topic greatly, and Guzel has 
expressed this secret value in a beautiful
way. ‘Hidden Beauties’ because of her own
story behind it. And ‘Becoming the Same’
because of the strong, creative visual 
expression,” she asserted. 

Acknowledging Guzel's inner change
of acceptance and love for her culture as
strong aspects of her personality, she said,
“I love the flow of Guzel’s life and her art.
She has gone through transformation
where she was encouraged by several
people, and now she has the strength
to encourage other women through her 
art and walk boldly in her calling as a 
visual artist.”
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Guzel Zakir, an
Uyghur artist hailing 
from Almaty, South
Kazakhstan, 
presents a unique
solo exhibition titled
‘Monobrow’ at Matti
Sirvio Art Gallery,
drawing attention to
an ancient cultural
symbol of fertility
that has been a great
source of inspiration
to the artist

May be today, the 
monobrow is seen as
stigma, but for me, it is
like an ancient silken
thread linking me to my
ethnic and culture identity
Guzel zAkir
The artist

I am amazed by how her
art and her life is so woven
together, her genuine love
for people, her care for
their joys and sorrows is
revealed in her works
AnettA SzAbo
The curator

Diva
Solo exhibition


