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POMP, PAGEANTRY
MARK NATIONAL DAY
CELEBRATIONS

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, Supreme Commander,

presided over a military parade at Al Nasr Square in Dhofar on the
occasion of the glorious 52nd National Day on Friday. Loyalty
marches were held in many wilayats and patriotic events marked
the day. Drone shows in Muscat and Salalah enthralled gatherings
of tens of thousands of citizens and expatriates who queued up
hours in advance to reach the show sites in Amerat in Muscat and
Sahel Ittin in Salalah See more on Page 04







H M values prayers,
greetings of people

Salalah - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik presided over
a meeting of the Council of Min-
isters at Al Husn Palace in Salalah
on Thursday.

His Majesty the Sultan
greeted Omani citizens and ex-
patriates on the occasion of the
52nd Glorious National Day. He
prayed to Allah for a happy
comeback of this glorious day
and similar occasions at a time
when Oman and its noble people
are blessed with further progress,
prosperity and tranquility.

His Majesty the Sultan valued
the sincere sentiments, prayers
and greetings of citizens and res-
idents in all parts of Oman on this
auspicious occasion. He com-
mended citizens’ and residents’
joy and celebration of the na-
tional occasion in Dhofar, de-
scribing the festivities as a source
of pride and evidence of alle-
giance and gratitude.

Next, His Majesty explored
local, regional and international
developments.

His Majesty the Sultan took
note of the Council of Ministers’
keenness to monitor and follow
up on financial indicators in light
of positive results achieved by the
Medium-Term Fiscal Plan, which
contributed to maintaining the
safe financial position of Oman.
In this context, His Majesty di-
rected the launch of the National
Fiscal Sustainability and Financial
Development Programme for a
period of three years starting in
January 2023.

After the Council of Ministers
elaborated on the economic per-
formance, the 10th Five-Year
Plan and projects endorsed for
implementation within the dura-
tion of the plan, His Majesty in-
structed units of the State's
Administrative Apparatus to
double efforts to achieve the best
results in economic diversifica-
tion sectors to boost the econ-
omy and growth rate.

His Majesty underscored the
importance of completing devel-
opment projects endorsed for the
10th Five Year Plan and finalisa-
tion of projects as scheduled and
within approved budgets.

His Majesty also gave direc-
tives for the execution of addi-
tional development projects
alongside projects endorsed
through the 10th Five Year Plan,
including works on the Sultan
Qaboos Dual-carriageway in
Salalah, restoration of a rainwa-
ter drainage system for the same
carriageway, and construction of
a multi-purpose port in Masirah.

Following the Council of Min-

isters' keenness to continue of-
fering necessary support and
alleviate the impact of inflation on
citizens, His Majesty endorsed a
number of initiatives as follows:
1. The promotion of 2012 govern-
ment employees of the civil serv-
ice and other departments who
are eligible for promotion, effec-
tive 2023.
2. Fixing vehicle fuel prices in ac-
cordance with October 2021
rates, as a maximum ceiling, until
the end of 2023.

3. Extending the job security gra-
tuity for citizens whose services
are terminated within Oman until
the end of June 2023.

4. Waiving outstanding housing
loans of employees and retirees
of Sultan's Armed Forces and
Royal Guard of Oman who earn
less than RO450 per month. This
follows the norm of writing off
outstanding loans of citizens who
are beneficiaries of housing loans
provided by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning.

In efforts to revise government
service fees, the Council of Min-
isters reviewed the outcome of
the second phase of the govern-
ment services pricing guide proj-
ect. It was agreed to cancel,
reduce and merge an additional
set of government service fees in
a manner that ensures support
for the activities of the economic
sectors, enhances the competi-

ROYAL DIRECTIVES

» Launch of National Fiscal
Sustainability and Finan-
cial Development Pro-
gramme in Jan 2023

» Additional development
projects to be executed

alongside those en-
dorsed in the 10th Five
Year Plan

» Fixing fuel prices at Octo-
ber 2021 rates, as a max-
imum ceiling, until the
end of 2023

» Extending job security
gratuity for citizens
whose services are ter-
minated until June 2023.

» Waiver for outstanding
housing loan of employ-
ees and retirees of SAF
and RGO who earn less
than RO450 per month

tiveness of the national economy,
and streamlines the completion
of government procedures.

After the Council of Ministers
heard the position of the initia-
tives related to jobs and the Na-
tional Employment Programme,
His Majesty underscored the sig-
nificance of authorities coordi-
nating with various sectors to
realise and follow up on employ-
ment objectives, acceleration of
execution, and support of ap-
proved employment initiatives in
various sectors.

As part of the Cabinet's fol-
low-up of preparations and or-
ganisational procedures for the
municipal councils’ elections for
the third term, scheduled to take
place on December 25, 2022, His
Majesty the Sultan commended
the efforts made by the authori-
ties concerned to develop and
simplify the electoral process to
enable voters to cast their votes
with ease.

His Majesty laid emphasis on
the role of municipal councils
within the framework of the pow-
ers granted to them. He stressed
the importance of integrating
these roles with those of gover-
nors with the prime aim of devel-
oping governorates.

On regional and international
developments, His Majesty
stressed on the fundamentals of
Oman's foreign policy, which es-
pouse the approach of dialogue,
peace and non-interference in
the internal affairs of other states.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, His Majesty the Sultan spoke
about several of aspects of inter-
est to the country and citizens.
He wished all success in realising
the good of the nation.
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Pomp, pageantry mark National Day celebrations

Salalah - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, Supreme
Commander, presided over a
military parade held at Al Nasr
Square in the Governorate of
Dhofar on the occasion of the
glorious 52" National Day on
Friday.

The event saw the participa-
tion of units representing the
Royal Army of Oman (RAQ), the

Royal Air Force of Oman, the
Royal Navy of Oman, the Royal
Guard of Oman (RGO), the Sul-
tan's Special Force (SSF), the
Royal Oman Police (ROP),
ground and mounted military
music bands, as well as Firag
Forces.

Upon His Majesty the Sultan’s
arrival at the parade ground, he
was received by Sayyid Shihab

bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for Defence Affairs, Gen
Sultan bin Mohammed al Nua-
mani, Minister of Royal Office,
and Vice-Admiral Abdullah bin
Khamis al Raisi, Chief of Staff of
Sultan's Armed Forces (SAF).
When His Majesty the Sultan
ascended the Royal dais,
columns of the parade per-
formed the military salute. The

joint corps of military bands
played the Royal Anthem, while
the Sultan of Oman's Artillery
fired a 21-gun salute to His
Majesty the Sultan.

Then, the parade commander
stepped forward, requesting His
Majesty the Sultan to signal the
start of the military show.

The joint corps of military
bands representing the SAF, the
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GIC

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Gulf
International Chemicals SAOG (GIC), | am
pleased to present you a brief report on the
company’s activities for the third quarter of
2022.

Total revenue for the period under review was
RO 1,555,903. The net loss after taxation
amounted to RO 31,577 and the net asset per
share stood at 122 Baiza.

During the third quarter of 2022, the regional
construction markets were still in slow pace. In
Oman, the construction sector remained
slowed down during the period mainly due to
limited government spending on construction
and infrastructure projects. In UAE, the
construction sector pace was adversely affected
by the continuing general situation of the
region. The UAE market remained in
oversupply and less demand situation for
construction chemicals for the period. The
construction sector situation in both countries
coupled with increase in raw materials prices
internationally has put pressure on the margins
which affected profitability.

The outlook for the remaining of the year 2022
is very conservative as it is linked to the
improvement of regional circumstances,
improvement in the investment climate in the
construction sector and improvement in the
marketplace after the repercussions of the
decline following the spread of Corona Covid
19 virus.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | would like
to express our sincere gratitude to His Majesty
and the Government for the generous support
and for paving the way for growth and
prosperity.

Best Regards,

Chairman

CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT
OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AS AT 30 SEP 2022

ASSETS

Non-current assets

Property, plant and equipment
Right-of-use assets

Intangible asset

Financial assets at fair value through
other comprehensive income

Deferred tax asset

Total non-current assets
Current assets

Inventories

Trade and other receivables
Term deposits

Cash and bank balances
Total current assets

Total assets

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Capital and reserves

Share capital

Legal reserve

Fair value reserve
Revaluation reserve
Retained earnings

Total capital and reserves
Non-current liabilities
Lease liabilities

Employees' benefit liabilities
Total non-current liabilities
Current liabilities

Lease liabilities

Trade and other payables
Income tax payable

Total current liabilities
Total liabilities

Total equity and liabilities
Net assets per share (OMR)

CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT
OF PROFIT OR LOSS FORTHE

PERIOD ENDED 30 SEP 2022

Revenue from contracts with customers

Cost of sales
Gross profit
Other income

Expenses
General and administrative expenses

Selling and distribution expenses
Profit from operations

Finance cost
Profit before tax for the period
Taxation

Net profit after tax for the period
Earnings per share

RGO, the ROP and the Royal
Court Affairs (RCA) played
sundry tunes as they marched
before the Royal dais. Columns
of the Protocols Guard joined the
parade and performed ceremo-
nial gestures to the accompani-
ment of melodies from the joint
corps of military bands perform-
ing the military salute to His
Majesty the Sultan.

This was followed by
columns of personnel in camou-
flage uniforms, representing the
SAF, the RGO, the SSF and the
ROP, queued before the Royal
dais, performing the military
salute to His Majesty, the
Supreme Commander, to the ac-
companiment of melodies by
the joint corps of military bands.

His Majesty the Sultan
watched a musical show staged
by mounted bands representing
the RGO and the Royal Cavalry.
They passed before the Royal
dais, performing the military
salute to His Majesty the Sultan.

Next, His Majesty the Sultan
watched a presentation by the

RAO's Firaq Forces. They
chanted their allegiance and
gratitude to His Majesty the Sul-
tan as they passed before the
Royal dais and gave the military
salute to His Majesty, the
Supreme Commander.

Later, the columns of the pa-
rade proclaimed “Faith in Allah,
loyalty to the Sultan, sacrifice for
the nation.” Then, the joint corps
of military bands played the
Royal Anthem, while the

columns of the parade per-
formed the military salute mark-
ing the conclusion of the military
show.

On the occasion, His Majesty
the Sultan, the Supreme Com-
mander, received a commemo-
rative gift from the valiant armed
forces. Sayyid Shihab had the ho-
nour of presenting the gift. Then,
His Majesty the Sultan left the
parade grounds.

ONA

Group Group
2022 2021
133,613 171,796
12,629 22,390
69,185 77,096
506,191 584,614
80,232 66,521
801,850 922,417
254,482 257,269
1,072,391 1,119,974
550,000 300,000
306,568 492,813
2,183,441 2,170,056
2,985,291 3,092,473
2,100,000 2,100,000
598,850 596,428
(169,020) (44,197)
50,110 50,110
(13,380) 25,066
2,566,560 2,727,407
12,760 13,674
81,844 76,522
94,604 90,196
914 3,363
323,213 262,692
8,815

324,127 274,870
418,731 365,066
2,985,291 3,092,473
0.122 0.130

Group Group
2022 2021
1,555,903 1,645,444
(1,275,706) (1,308,135)
280,197 337,309
46,026 44,779
326,223 382,088
(263,464) (261,906)
(93,562) (90,969)
(30,803) 29,213
(774) (855)
(31,577) 28,358

- (3,700)

(31,577) 24,658
(0.002) 0.001

Oman Air restores 65% of
pre-pandemic network

Muscat - Oman Air has restored
65 per cent of its pre-pandemic
network, according to Abdulaziz
bin Saud al Raisi, CEO of Oman
Alir.

He stressed that the national
carrier is ready to increase its
destinations with the increase in
travel demand.

He told ONA that business is
now improving, and that he ex-
pects the growth momentum to
continue with the return of full
operations of the fleet and desti-
nations between the end of 2023
and the beginning of 2024.

The airline has already
restarted most routes of its net-
work of destinations that were
suspended during the COVID-19
pandemic, except for Morocco
and China. “Beginning Decem-
ber, we will re-start flights to
Moscow, with plans to launch
more destinations in 2023."

Raisi added that a rise in fuel
prices, the Russian-Ukrainian cri-
sis and measures applied at a
number of international airports
had significantly affected the
company's revenues.

“There is close cooperation
between the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism, Omran Group and
Oman Air to promote the sul-
tanate as a unique and distin-
guished tourist destination, and
we hope that this will contribute

Abdulaziz bin Saud al Raisi

to an increase in the number of
tourists in 2023."

Raisi also informed that in
view of the severe impact of the
pandemic on the aviation sector,
it was agreed with the manufac-
turer to postpone delivery of air-
craft booked earlier to 2027.

“Our medium-term goals re-
quire a fleet of two sustainable
aircraft variants, the Boeing 787
and 737, which will reduce our
environmental footprint and in-
crease our operational efficien-
cies,” he said.

On Omanisation, Raisi af-
firmed that the company invests
significantly in training Omani
youth, especially in the field of
employment-related training.
“The employment policy imple-
mented during the past five
years resulted in raising the per-
centage of Omanisation to 94
per cent in the current year.”

Sayyid Badr
hold talks with
President Raisi

Tehran, Iran - Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign Minis-
ter, was received by Dr Ibrahim
Raisi, President of Iran, in Tehran
on Saturday.

During the meeting, Sayyid
Badr conveyed the greetings of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik and his good wishes to the
President and the people of Iran
for continued progress and pros-
perity, and for the relations be-
tween the two friendly countries
to develop further.

On his part, Raisi conveyed his
greetings and appreciation for
His Majesty the Sultan, and his
good wishes to His Majesty and
the Omani people. He wished the
relations between the two coun-
tries further progress and devel-
opment. Raisi also congratulated
Oman on the occasion of the
52nd National Day.

They reviewed bilateral rela-
tions and emphasised the keen-
ness of both sides to strengthen
and develop these in various
fields in a way that brings mutual
benefits.

Earlier in the day, Sayyid Badr
held a meeting with his counter-
part, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran.
Their meeting dealt with issues
related to bilateral cooperation
and ways to develop these.



New system of OCCI is a quantum leap
in delivering the voice of private sector

The Oman Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI) witnessed radical changes
in the recent past, which contributed to en-
abling it to perform its role as a represen-
tative of the private sector in the Sultanate
of Oman and its responsibility to commu-
nicate the voice of the private sector to the
competent authorities.

Oman Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry confirmed that the new system was
issued by Royal Decree No 56/2022,
which came in line with the requirements
of the current stage of the renewed renais-
sance under the wise leadership of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.

The new system aims to provide all sup-
port to private sector institutions, to
achieve Oman Vision 2040 and enables
the private sector to express its opinion on
economic laws related to the private sector
and submit proposals to amend the appli-
cable laws.

Also, it enhances the role of the Cham-
ber in framing the legislation that is issued,
which is related to economic affairs and af-
fects the activities of the private sector. The
legislations must be presented to the
chamber before they are issued.

The new system granted the Chamber
the authority to classify companies into
categories, which gives various entities real
information about the business environ-
ment in the sultanate and the role of private
sector institutions.

The new system works to enable the
Chamber to contribute to the development
of performance in various commercial, in-
dustrial and economic sectors and to diag-
nose challenges, by building strategic
partnerships with universities and research
centres to develop all other sectors.

The new system also supports the ef-
forts of the Chamber's branches in the gov-
ernorates with various agencies to attract
investment in the governorates to achieve
the goals of the current stage that require
decentralisation and acceleration of
achievement.

This is in addition to enabling the Cham-
ber and its branches in the governorates to
communicate directly with the various
units of the state's administrative appara-
tus and to strengthen the roles assigned to
the governors' offices in developing and im-
plementing economic development plans
that achieve prosperity for the sultanate.
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NLGIC to purchase minority
shares in Al Ahlia Insurance

Muscat - Following the comple-
tion of the sale of Royal & Sun Al-
liance Middle East (RSA Middle
East) to National Life & General
Insurance Company (NLGIC), a
public notice was made on July 7,
2022 by NLGIC of its intention to
purchase the minority shares of
Al Ahlia Insurance Company, a
subsidiary of RSA Middle East.

Further to the public notice, on
November 20, 2022, NLGIC is-
sued a public announcement to
purchase 47.5 per cent of Al
Ahlia's shares.

The transaction aims to trans-
form both companies into a
larger, stronger, and more com-
petitive regional insurance player
emerging from Oman. The trans-
action is subject to approvals
from the respective regulators
and shareholders, NLGIC said in
a press release.

For the avoidance of doubt,
this announcement is a takeover
offer advertisement as defined by
the Takeover and Acquisition
Regulation (E/2/2019).

Established in 1985, Al Ahliais
one of the longest serving non-
life insurance companies in
Oman. The company offers a
wide range of products and serv-
ices in the retail sector including
motor, travel, personal accident
and home products.

With its 24 branches, over 26
exclusive agents, a dedicated call
center and a convenient online
platform, Al Ahlia provides its
customers with unmatched sales
and service support. It also offers
a wide range of commercial in-
surance products including prop-
erty, casualty, motor,
construction, marine, specialty
lines and SME solutions.

NLGIC is a subsidiary of Oman
International Development and
Investment Company (Omin-
vest). Listed on the Muscat Stock
Exchange, NLGIC is the market
leader and the largest insurance

company in Oman with branches
in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Kuwait.
The company has been in the in-
surance industry for more than
25 years, offering a wide range of
insurance solutions in medical,
life and general insurance seg-

ments with a successful track
record of business performance
across various financial parame-
ters.

NLGIC is the market leader in
Oman in the motor and health in-

surance segments and one of the
major players in the UAE and
growing fast in its new markets
including Kuwait.

RSA Middle East is a leading
provider of property and casualty
insurance in the Middle East. It

offers solutions for both com-
mercial and retail clients, across
arange of product lines, including
motor, property, medical, SME as
well as tailored solutions for large
corporates. It has operated in the
region for over 50 years, bringing
best-in-class international solu-
tions and expertise to the Middle
East.

RSA Middle East is a joint ven-
ture formed by RSA Insurance
Group, with majority sharehold-
ing, and regional shareholders in
the Middle East. It has operations
in Bahrain, UAE, Oman and Saudi
Arabia. It operates as local pub-
licly listed companies in Oman,
under Al Ahlia Insurance Com-
pany, and in Saudi Arabia, under
Al Alamiya for Cooperative In-
surance Company.

H E Aufi to deliver keynote
address at Green Hydrogen
Summit Oman 2022

Muscat - H E Eng Salim bin
Nasser al Aufi, Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals, will present
the keynote speech at the open-
ing of the Green Hydrogen Sum-
mit Oman 2022 (GHSO), which
will be held at Oman Convention
and Exhibition Centre in Muscat,
during December 5 - 7, 2022.

The keenly anticipated open-
ing address will shed light on,
among other issues, Oman’s
newly unveiled strategy for the
development of a world-scale
green hydrogen industry to sup-
port the decarbonisation of the
Omani economy, as well as cater
to the energy transition goals of
other nations.

An overview of this ambitious
vision was shared recently by of-
ficials of the ministry, joined by
representatives of Oman 2040
Vision, Energy Development
Oman and the newly established
hydrogen-centric energy firm
Hydrom. At the heart of this
strategy is a commitment to re-
ducing Oman'’s climate-warming
CO2 emissions to Net Zero by
2050 - a goal that envisions in-
vestments of an estimated
US$140bn in a full-fledged do-
mestic green hydrogen industry
over the next several decades.

Held under the auspices of the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals,
the three-day GHSO Summit
and Exhibition has been organ-
ised by Birba Energy Services
with the support of a number of
prominent local and international
energy-related organisations, ac-
cording to a press release.

Underscoring its appeal and
reach, the forum will be attended

H E Eng Salim al Aufi

by a distinguished gathering of
energy ministries representing
hydrogen producers and im-
porters, as well as policymakers,
energy pundits and CEOs of in-
ternational energy companies,
technology providers and energy
think-tanks. High-level represen-
tatives from the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) will be in
attendance as well.

Over the course of the three-
day forum, a total of 12 strategic
sessions will be held, focusing on
nine strategic themes: Oman
green hydrogen economy and
strategy; global hydrogen review;
Oman as a global player in the
hydrogen space; Oman as a
green hydrogen hub; Oman
green hydrogen infrastructure;
green hydrogen value chain (in-
country value); partnership and
investment; green hydrogen
projects’ finance and bankability;
and green hydrogen projects in
Oman.

Additionally, a technical con-
ference will take place in parallel
with the main conference. Inter-

national experts representing
key segments of the hydrogen
value chain will conduct a series
of masterclasses on December
5th covering four categories:
green hydrogen technology,
green hydrogen application,
green hydrogen regulations and
policy, and green hydrogen
safety.

Prefacing the summit is an ex-
clusive VIP session scheduled to
take place at Kempinski Hotel
Muscat on December 5th. A
number of ministers represent-
ing leading energy producing and
importing nations will be in at-
tendance, joined by policymak-
ers, experts and CEOs from
leading energy companies from
Oman and around the world. H E
Al Aufi will also address this ‘by-
invitation only’ event.

As a one-stop expo on green
hydrogen, GHSO 2022 will also
include a full-fledged exhibition
featuring leading international
and local energy players, in-
vestors and developers, technol-
ogy providers, and other
companies that form part of the
green hydrogen ecosystem. The
three-day exhibition begins on
December 5,2022 and is open to
visitors.

Reflecting the widespread ap-
peal of the summit, more than
600 local and international dele-
gates have so far registered to
attend the proceedings. Further,
to enable young Omani research
scholars and budding energy
professionals to benefit from the
event, Birba Energy has offered
100 seats free of charge to inter-
ested participants.

Amazon
begins
laying off
employees

San Francisco, US - Amazon
confirmed that it is laying off
staff, after days of rumors that
the e-commerce behemoth
would become the latest tech
giant to unleash a large-scale re-
dundancy plan amid a souring
economic environment.

"The economy remains in a
challenging spot and we've hired
rapidly the last several years,"
wrote chief executive Andy Jassy
in an internal memo published on
the Amazon website.

US media have previously re-
ported that the platform and its
various branches will lay off
about 10,000 employees.

Jassy did not confirm the fig-
ure, but he said that the process
had begun and would continue
early next year. The first teams
affected were those dealing with
the brand's electronic devices
such as Kindle e-readers. Physi-
cal shops will also be impacted.
AFP

Qatar World Cup reaps
revenue bonus for FIFA

Doha, Qatar - FIFA will earn up
US$700mn more from the Qatar
World Cup than it did four years
ago despite relentless criticism in
the build-up to the tournament,
president Gianni Infantino said
on Saturday.

Infantino said media rights
were up about US$200mn com-
pared with the 2018 tournament
in Russia, sponsorship was
US$200mn extra and tickets and
hospitality would bring in
US$200mn to US$300mn more.

"All'in all this World Cup will
generate for FIFA around
US$600mn-$700mn more than
the last World Cup," he said
ahead of the Sunday's opening
match between Qatar and
Ecuador.

Infantino said he would reveal
FIFA's global revenues for the
past four years to national asso-
ciations on Sunday.

But he insisted the Qatar tour-
nament - which has faced criti-
cism over rights issues and its
climate - had defied doubters.

"l was told that sponsors will

Gianni Infantino speaks at a press conference at Qatar National

Convention Center in Doha on Saturday (AFp)

jump from FIFA, people will
switch off their TV, they will not
watch the World Cup because of
the scandal, nobody will come to
Qatar anyway because it is win-
ter."

Hailing a "commercial suc-
cess", Infantino said: "If so many
people around the world have in-
vested so much money in the
World Cup in Qatar, they invest
because they believe in FIFA"
and "trust" Qatar.

"Either those people are stu-
pid, or somebody, those who say
nobody will watch it, that nobody
cares about this World Cup,
might be little bit wrong as some
of the polls in some countries
were wrong as well."

Infantino justified a decision
announced Friday to ban the sale
of beer around the eight stadi-
ums on the "flows" of fans in the
city.

AFP
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Lulu celebrates National Day
by promoting Omani products

Coinciding with Oman’s 52nd
National Day celebrations, Lulu
Hypermarket launched its signa-
ture initiative to promote Omani
products in all its stores. The
Omani products exhibition was
inaugurated by H E Qassem al
Ameri, Member of the Shura
Council, representative of the
Wilayat of Seeb on November 17
at Lulu Hypermarket, Al Bandar,
Mawaleh.

The campaign, held under the
auspices of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry & Investment
Promotion, aims to provide en-
dorsement and support to SMEs
by providing them an opportu-
nity to promote their local prod-
ucts in the market, which will
directly support the economy.
The promotion will run from No-
vember 17 to December 10 at se-
lected Lulu outlets across the
country.

Commenting on the cam-
paign, Saif al Mamari, Export De-
velopment Director General
Assistant at the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion, said, “The Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry &
Investment Promotion devotes
its efforts to raising awareness of
the importance of supporting
local made products and increas-
ing their competitiveness.”

“By buying local products, we
help stimulate the economy and
contribute to achieving the diver-
sification goals of Oman Vision
2040," he added.

As part of National Day cele-
brations, all the Lulu outlets have
been decked up in national
colours. Various cultural activi-
ties and other exciting events
have also been planned. Also,
specially devised aisles reflect
the Omani market concept and

replicate the traditional style.
Different SMEs will showcase
their products in the Omani mar-
ket, creating awareness among
consumers and motivating them
to buy locally manufactured
products.

Speaking on the promotion of
the Omani products, Ananth A
V, Director of LuLu Hypermar-
kets Oman & India, stated, “I
would like to express my heart-
felt congratulations to His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, the citizens and residents
of this nation on the occasion of
the 52nd National Day. We are
proud to play a small part in this
remarkable transformation jour-
ney. This is a momentous occa-
sion for each of us to celebrate
the country's growth and
achievements under the able
leadership of His Majesty.”

“We are glad to have

launched this promotion to coin-
cide with our 52nd National Day
celebrations as an ideal platform
to market Omani products. We
are sure this promotion will also
create awareness among local
and expat consumers on the high
quality and uncompromising
standards of locally manufac-
tured products and highlight the
importance of buying local prod-
ucts to contribute to the national
economy,” he added.

Shabeer K A, Regional Direc-
tor - Lulu Hypermarkets, Oman,
stated, “The Omani products
promotion is in line with our
commitment to encourage cus-
tomers to buy local products to
provide a fillip and thrust to the
local producers. This is also an
initiative to extend support to
Omani entrepreneurs and own-
ers of small and medium busi-
nesses to develop their ventures

as well as market their local
products. We thank the Ministry
of Commerce, Industry & Invest-
ment Promotion for supporting
us in organising this promotion
to spread awareness on the im-
portance of supporting Omani
products among various seg-
ments of the society.”

As part of this promotion, all
Lulu outlets have been stocked
up with a wide range of local
products for customers to
choose from. Separate counters
have also been set up to display
a wide range of Omani products
on special discounts and offers.
Locally sourced products, includ-
ing honey, dates, incense, Omani
sweets, coffee, spices, nuts, milk
and dairy products, perfumes,
cosmetics, gift items and other
household items, will be avail-
able across all hypermarkets
during the promotional period.

Oman LNG hosts ICV Global
Connect event in Muscat

Attesting to its In-Country Value
efforts, Oman LNG hosted the
In-Country Value (ICV) Global
Practitioners Connect event in
Muscat, organised in collabora-
tion with Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman (PDO) and Shell
Development Oman (SDO).

The three-day event, which
was wrapped up on November
16 with a high-level report out
session attended by senior offi-
cials, featured expert-led panel
discussions which shed light on
best ICV practices and methods
that could ultimately benefit the
country and its people. To
achieve its ‘learning and educa-
tion’ scopes, the event also high-
lighted the role of ICV in
supporting local SMEs to foster a
robust ecosystem that promotes
collaboration within the energy
industry.

International industry experts,
practitioners, specialists and en-
thusiasts joined the event to
share their experiences and dis-
cuss the various trends and chal-
lenges associated with ICV,
with greater focus placed on
sharing challenges and best
practices relating to policies and
operations.

Several panel discussions fo-
cused specifically on the role of
oil and gas sector in promoting

ICV, the energy transition, and
disruptive technology such as
the transition to renewables,
skills transition, climate change,
IT, digitalisation, and further ex-
ploring potential industry collab-
orations. The event attracted
many regional and international
partners including Peterson Insti-
tute, FDI Advisory Board and dif-
ferent ICV delegations from
Kazakhstan, Brunei, Norway,
Saudi Arabia and Nigeria.

Vodafone, Al Mouj Muscat kick
off strategic partnership

As part of a long-term strategic
partnership, Vodafone and Al
Mouj Muscat are joining hands
to deliver an unforgettable sea-
son of public events at Oman's
premium leisure and lifestyle
destination. Under the new part-
nership, an exciting calendar of
activities, performances and
launches that make up a series of
entertainment experiences are
being planned for the local com-
munity and visitors to enjoy.
“We have big plans for Oman
and since our launch we have
forged ahead, building partner-
ships with like-minded organisa-
tions where we jointly foster
great opportunities for growth
and seek to create value for our
customers and communities,”

said Bader al Zidi, CEO of Voda-
fone in Oman. “Al Mouj Muscat
is a thriving destination in the
heart of Muscat and we believe
that together we will take the up-
coming season to a whole new
level. Our teams have been
working tirelessly, looking at
every detail and touch-point to
ensure that every person joining

us will enjoy a differentiated ex-
perience.” Al Mouj Muscat CEO
Nasser bin Masoud al Sheibani
said, “Our lifestyle destination
welcomes close to 4mn visitors
a year and it is home to 8,000
residents. We are known as the
community where people enjoy
the very best in how to live, work
and play.”

Bank Muscat showcases heritage, culture in National Day celebration

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in Oman,
celebrated the glorious 52nd Na-
tional Day with a grand celebra-
tion at its head office at Airport
Heights. National pride and patri-
otic fervour were on full display at
the mega event at the head office,
which was well decorated with
the national colours of red, green
and white.

The bank’s management team
and employees participated ac-
tively in the celebrations and ex-
tended their sincere appreciation
and best wishes to His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and the
people of Oman on the occasion.

The highlights of the 52nd Na-
tional Day celebrations included
live performances by a traditional
Omani music band and a classi-
cal ensemble. An Omani crafts
exhibition featuring traditional
weaving and pottery stations was
the other highlight of the festivi-
ties.

It enthralled both employees
and visitors alike while showcas-
ing the sultanate's vibrant her-
itage and culture and offering a
rare opportunity to interact with
veteran craftsmen pursuing pop-
ular traditional crafts.

A selection of traditional
Omani cuisine was also served to
those gathered for the festivities
via a live food station featuring
tradition Omani cuisine like
Rakhal bread, Lugaimat and
Omani halwa, with large num-
bers of customers and visitors
enjoying the celebrations.

As the nation’s flagship bank,
Bank Muscat seizes every oppor-
tunity, especially occasions of na-

tional importance, to reach out to
citizens and residents across
Oman. To enhance public partic-
ipation in National Day celebra-
tions, the Bank launched
competitions on its social media
channels (Instagram and Twit-
ter) and FM radio channels for
the general public to promote the
National Day celebrations. Excit-
ing prizes will be given away to
the lucky winners. To know more

about the competitions, please
check out the details from the
bank's official accounts on Twit-
ter and Instagram.

Over the past decades, Bank
Muscat which is celebrating its
40th anniversary this year, has
been closely involved in facilitat-
ing the development of projects
in Oman, in line with its strong
support for Public-Private Part-
nership efforts including those

that promote Oman as a unique
destination.

Bank Muscat, which is itself a
major milestone in the Renais-
sance of Oman, continues to con-
tribute significantly to the rapid
growth and development of
Oman and its people. With about
95 per cent Omanisation across
its various departments and sec-
tions as a result of its continuous
investments in human resources,
Bank Muscat is a dream em-
ployer for Omani youth and well
known for its positive work cul-
ture, common values, fostering of
innovation, employee engage-
ment activities, and sound HSE
(Health, Safety and Environment)
practices.

Bank Muscat is also the first
choice for over 2mn customers in
Oman, with 174 branches and
more than 800 touchpoints in-
cluding ATMs, Cash Deposit Ma-
chines (CDMs) and Fully
Functional Machines (FFM) in-
stalled across the country.

The Bank continues to play an
important role in enhancing fi-
nancial inclusion in Oman
through a number of new prod-
ucts and services targeting differ-
ent demographic segments.
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NO LOVE LOST

PSG trio Lionel Messi, Neymar and Kylian Mbappe set for World Cup rivalry in Qatar

Doha, Qatar - There is a thread
that connects the three leading
favourites to win the World Cup
starting in Qatar on Sunday.

Brazil, Argentina and holders
France have been cited as the main
contenders for good reason, not
least because of the identity of
their star players.

Lionel Messi captains an Ar-
gentina team on a 36-game un-
beaten run, Neymar leads a
formidable Brazil side and France's
hopes of retaining the trophy will
depend to a large extent on Kylian
Mbappe.

The trio of Messi, Neymar and
Mbappe have been united at Paris
Saint-Germain by the wealth of the
French club's Qatari owners.

Their relationship has domi-
nated headlines in France this sea-
son, and their performances have
been outstanding.

Qatar created shockwaves in
December 2010 when it won the
right to host this year's World Cup.
Alittle over six months later, Qatar
Sports Investments bought PSG.

Fast forward a decade and they
have been transformed from an
ailing club into a major force.

Mbappe and Neymar became
the two most expensive signings in
football history when they moved
to PSG in 2017. Messi joined them
in Paris last year following his de-
parture from Barcelona.

They are one of the favourites
to win this season's Champions
League, with Messi, Mbappe and
Neymar having scored 46 goals
between them in PSG's 22 games
so far. The World Cup has been
cited as a reason for their superb
form, in particular in the case of
Messi and Neymar.

‘Messi is the best’
At 35, Messi knows he is unlikely
to get another chance to win it. “It's
my last World Cup, surely,” he told
ESPN Argentina recently.

A brief walk along Doha's Cor-

Moises Caicedo
(Ecuador)

Much of the focus of the opening
match will be on hosts Qatar but
Caicedo will be aiming to run the
game from Ecuador’s midfield. The
21-year-old has been a key player
for Brighton in the Premier League
since breaking into the first team
last season. He has been linked
with a potential move to several big
clubs, most notably Liverpool.
Caicedo has already made 25 inter-
national appearances, including 15
starts in Ecuador's successful
World Cup qualifying campaign.

Argentina's Lionel Messi (L), Brazil's Neymar (C) and France's Kylian Mbappe during a Paris Saint-Germain training session (aFp)

The World Cup is my greatest
dream. It has been since
TIunderstood what football was ’

NEYMAR

niche or in the nearby Soug Wagif
marketplace is enough to gauge
Messi's popularity in Doha.

Supporters, often from Qatar's
large South Asian population,
sport Argentina shirts with Messi's
name and number on the back as
they sample the atmosphere on
the eve of the tournament.

Some waited outside Ar-
gentina’s base into the early hours
of Thursday, hoping for a glimpse
of Messi as Lionel Scaloni's squad
arrived in Doha.

“Messi is the best. We like how

Jude Bellingham
(England)

The Borussia Dortmund midfielder
is fast becoming a global star and is
still only 19 years old. He was a
member of the England squad that
reached the European Champi-
onship final last year but was be-
hind Declan Rice and Kalvin Phillips
in the pecking order. Bellingham is
now a sure starter for Gareth
Southgate after a fine 12 months,
capped by four goals in this sea-
son's Champions League. Real
Madrid and Liverpool are among
the teams chasing his signature.

Argentina are playing at the mo-
ment and with Messi they are the
best,” one fan, a 36-year-old fi-
nance worker called Shabi origi-
nally from the Indian state of
Kerala, told AFP.

Like Messi, Neymar is among
the players whose images adorn
the giant buildings in downtown
Doha.

Neymar’s past trauma

At 30, Neymar might have at least
one more World Cup in him after
this one, even if he has previously

Cody Gakpo
(Netherlands)

hinted that this could be his last.

Injury ruined the 2014 World
Cup for him before Brazil lost to Bel-
gium in the quarter-finals in 2018.

Since then injuries have ham-
pered him in Paris. Until this sea-
son, when he has appeared fitter
and sharper than ever.

“The World Cup is my greatest
dream,” Neymar told British news-
paper The Daily Telegraph this
week. “It has been since | under-
stood what football was.”

Mbappe is the future
In stark contrast to his two club
colleagues, Mbappe has already
won the World Cup and was still a
teenager when he did so with
France in 2018.

It is he who represents the fu-
ture, which is why PSG splashed

Gio Reyna
(United States)

huge sums to persuade him to sign
a new deal at the end of last sea-
son rather than join Real Madrid.

Le Parisien recently reported
that Paris would be paying
Mbappe 630 million euros
($652m) before tax over the dura-
tion of the three-year contract he
signed in May.

PSG dismissed that report as
“sensationalist”, but the figures
mentioned highlight Mbappe's
status.

“Kylian is an extraordinary
player,” his France teammate
Lucas Hernandez said on Friday. “It
is an honour to have him in our
team.”

Mbappe's France ended the
hopes of Messi's Argentina in the
last 16 in 2018.

AFP

Jamal Musiala
(Germany)

The 23-year-old winger only made
one brief substitute appearance at
Euro 2020 but is expected to fea-
ture far more heavily in Qatar.
Gakpo has already netted 13 goals
for PSV Eindhoven in all competi-
tions this season, just seven fewer
than his total tally last term. With
the more established Memphis
Depay having been out of action
since September due to injury,
Gakpo could start the Netherlands'
first outing against Senegal on
Monday.

Reyna has always drawn praise for
his performances for Dortmund
despite struggling with injuries in
his short career so far. He made his
league debut for Dortmund in Jan-
uary 2020 aged 17, becoming the
youngest American to play in the
Bundesliga, taking now interna-
tional teammate Christian Pulisic’s
record. Reyna, now 20, is likely to
be competing with Lille forward
Timothy Weah and Leeds' Brenden
Aaronson for a spot in the United
States' starting line-up.

The 19-year-old has enjoyed a bril-
liant start to the campaign with
Bayern Munich, scoring 12 goals
and creating nine more. Musiala,
who also played for England’s
youth teams before declaring for
Germany, could start for Hansi
Flick's men, even at the expense of
veteran Thomas Mueller. Germany
may need Musiala to fire if they are
to seal a fifth World Cup, with the
possibility Flick will play without an
out-and-out striker following an in-
jury to Timo Werner.

Lionel Messi
(Argentina)

Arguably the greatest player of
all time, Messi has yet to

emulate past lege
Pele and Dieg
Maradona by win-
ning the World Cup.
He did finally win a
major internationz
tournament with /
gentina at the Copa
America last year. The 35-
year-old has said this will "very
likely" be his last World Cup
and will be desperate to go one
better than 2014, when they
lost to Germany in the final.

Neymar (Brazil)
Brazil head into the tourna-
ment as favourites to win a
record-extending sixth World
Cup. The strong form of
Neymar this season
PSG will be a big plu
point for coach Tite
after a difficult spell
for the 30-year-old.
Neymar heads t
Qatar just two go:
short of equalling Pele’s
all-time Brazil scoring record,
albeit having already played 29
more matches. The Selecao
were beaten by Belgium in the
quarter-finals four years ago.

Kylian Mbappe
(France)

His France teammate Karim
Benzema is the current
Ballon d'Or holder
the world champ
ons' most important
player remains
Mbappe, more than
four years since h
starred at the 20
World Cup. The Paris
Saint-Germain forward be-
came the first teenager to
score in a World Cup final
since Pele with his strike in
France's 4-2 victory over
Croatia.

Mohammed Kudus
(Ghana)

Kudus was still playing for Ajax’s
youth team as recently as last year,
before making an impact on the big
stage with four goals in this sea-
son’'s Champions League. The 22-
year-old from Accra has already
made his mark for Ghana with five
goals in 18 appearances. Kudus,
who possesses great close con-
trol,will be an important figure for
the last African nation to reach a
World Cup quarter-final, alongside
the more experienced Andre Ayew
and his brother Jordan.
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MOMENT OF TRUTH

Qatar face acid test in World Cup opener against Ecuador after 12 years of spending

Doha, Qatar - Qatar will finally get
their home World Cup under way
on Sunday, 12 years after the na-
tion's successful bid put into mo-
tion wide-ranging preparations
which cost billions of dollars.

It is widely accepted the Gulf
state has spent $200 billion on
hosting football's biggest event and
Qatar will get their first glimpse at
the final product at the Al Bayt Sta-
dium in Al Khor when the hosts
take on Ecuador.

Organisers say that 2.9 million
of the 3.1 million tickets have been
sold and they will be expecting a
60,000 sell-out on Sunday.

The home team'’s players have
also been preparing tirelessly,
spending months outside Qatar in
isolated training camps, in an at-
tempt to reach the knockout phase
on their World Cup debut.

“Our situation is different (com-
pared to other teams) and we have
to work with what we've got,”
coach Felix Sanchez told a press
conference on the eve of the tour-
nament.

“It's true it's a massive sacrifice,
many time away from our families
and abroad and this shows the
commitment of the players to com-
pete and it all starts tomorrow.”

The Group A match, which was
moved forward from Monday to
allow Qatar to play in the opening
game, will be an acid test for the

Qatar defender Bassam al Rawi heads the ball during a team training session in Doha on Thursday (AFpP)

“On paper, they (Qatar’s three oppo-
nents) should get the three points, but
we of course are here to show our people
that we can be a competitive teainy

FELIX SANCHEZ

hosts both on and off the pitch.
FIFA and the tournament organ-
isers will be hoping the kick-off can
help put several controversies in
the shade.
Qatar had to face severe criti-
cism over the human rights record

and the environmental fallout from
holding the event.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino
had called on World Cup teams to
“focus on football” in a letter earlier
this month and accused critics in
Western countries of “hypocrisy”

on Saturday.

‘We’ll bring ‘A’ game’
Qatar will be wary of following the
dozen years of work and spending
with the embarrassment of becom-
ing only the second host country to
crash out in the first round.

To avoid joining South Africa in
that exclusive club, Sanchez's men
have been tasked with getting out
of a group also containing Euro-
pean giants the Netherlands and
African champions Senegal.

A win against the less-fancied

Ecuador would make those
next two matches appear less
daunting.

“On paper, they (Qatar's three
opponents) should get the three
points, but we of course are here to
show our people that we can be a
competitive team,” said Sanchez.

“We'll bring our ‘A" game and
play our football, and try to bring
joy...

“"We know that it will be a great
challenge for us but we're very
eager to play this match and are
very happy to be here.”

Qatarready
for ‘historic
moment’,
says Sanchez

Doha, Qatar - Qatar coach
Felix Sanchez said the hosts
were excitedly looking forward
to a “historic moment” when
his team open the 2022 World
Cup against Ecuador on Sun-
day.

The Qataris, playing in their
first World Cup, take on the
South Americans at Al Bayt
Stadium in the tournament
curtain raiser, before further
Group A matches with Senegal
and 2010 finalists Netherlands.

“It's a very important day for
us, it's a historic moment, it's a

very happy day for us, for
players and the
taff,” Sanchez said
at the pre-match
press conference
on Saturday. “It's
N extraordinary
y... We have made
a huge investment in
this country.

“| hope we can enjoy foot-
ball, our sport, and do our talk-
ing on the pitch. | hope all the
countries in the world can
come together to enjoy this.”

Qatar will be playing in the
global showpiece for the first
time, but are hoping to repli-
cate the form which saw them
win the Asian Cup three years
ago.

AFP
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NATIONAL LIFE & GENERAL INSURANCE

Offeror or NLGIC

Offeree or AAIC

Offer

Offer Dacument

Offer Dates

Announcement Date

Record Date (for
purpose of the Offer)

Offer Notice

Suspension of Trading

Offer Objective

Offer Price

Offer Acceptance
Qualification

Encumbrances

Compulsory Acquisition

Compulsory
Acquired Shares

Cash Consideration for
Compulsory Acquired
Shares

Offer Completion

Offer Completion Date

Offer Rationale

Offer Manager

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

THIS IS AN ANNOUMNCEMENT OF AN OFFER (THE "OFFER") TO ALL SHAREHOLDERS OF (TOGETHER THE "AAIC SHARE-

HOLDERS” AND EACH AN "AAIC SHAREHOLDER") OF AL AHLIA INSURANCE COMPANY SAOG ("AAIC") BY NATIONAL

. ~ .. - LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY SAQG (THE "OFFEROR” OR "NLGIC") TO ACQUIRE 47,5 PERCENT OF THE
Ominvest Group '—'-*-‘-'-ﬂ-*-:.-ﬂst AL 9>l | |SSUED SHARE CAPITAL OF AAIC (THE "ISSUED CAPITAL") PURSUANT TO THE TAKEOVER AND ACQUISITION REG-
ULATION (E/2/2019) (THE “TAKEOVER REGULATION").

OFFER DETAILS

Mational Life and General Insurance Company SAOG, a public joint stock company, licensed to do insur-
ance business, bearing Cr No. 1487876, with registered office at Building No: 115, Plot No: 330, Greater
Muttrah, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman and mailing address of PO Box 798, Postal Code 117, Wadi Kabir,
Sultanzte of Oman, The Offer is only being made by the Offeror and there are no persons acting in concert
with the Offeror in making the Offer,

Al Ahlia Insurance Company SAOG, a public joint stock company, licensed to do insurance business, bear-
ing CR no. 1754807, with registered office at Ominvest Business Centre, Building no. 95, Way no. 501,
Airport Heights and mailing address of PO Box 751, Postal Code 112, Buwi, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman.

The offer by the Offeror to all the shareholders of AAIC excluding RSA Middle East B.5.C.(c} to acquire
the remaining 47.5 percent. of the |ssued Capital which would increase the Offeror's beneficial share-
helding in AAIC to 100.0 per cent of the Issued Capital (being 100,000,000 fully paid-up AAIC Shares
as at the Record Date).

Offer Completion is subject to acceptance by AAIC Shareholders representing a minimum of 80 percent
of the Offer,

Offer Document approved by Capital Market Authority, Oman ("CMA"™) for the Offer.

Offer Opens: 5 December 2022

Offer Closes: 25 December 2022

Mate: The offer shall be open for 21 days but shall close prior to offer close day, if it receives acceptance
from AAIC shareholders amounting to 100 percent of the offer.

20 November 2022.

4 December 2022,

Offer Notice published by NMLGIC via a disclosure made on Muscat Stock Exchange ("MSX")'s website
dated 20 Movember 2022, Copy of the notice is available on NLGIC's website.

The trading in AAIC shares to be suspended once the Offer is accepted by 90 percent AAIC shareholders
during the Offer Period, subject to regulatory approvals.

The Offerar is making the Offer with the following objectives:

= A strategic decision for NLGIC which shall consolidate NLGIC and AAIC's combined position in the in-
surance sector in the region.

* By merging the operations of NLGIC and AAIC, the combined entity is expected to enhance efficiency
and derive the benefit of synergies thereby creating value for its policyholders, shareholders, and other
stakeholders.

* Upon completion of the Offer, all employees of AAIC will continue in their employment and there will
be no immediate change to the employment structure. AAIC employees will be subject to periodic ap-
praisals and restructuring, as standard course of business, giving due considerations to operational syn-
ergies and business requirements.

* |t is expected that AAIC shares will be delisted from the regular market in M5X and converted into a
closed joint stock company, subject to regulatory approvals. Post Offer Completion, there may be a re-
structuring exercise for both entities.

A cash only Offer of OMR 0.464 per AAIC Share which is in line with the previous disclosure of 7 July

2022, and represents the following:

* 1.15x of AAIC's book value as on 30 September 2022,

* represents 52.3% higher than the AAIC's six months average price of OMR 0.306 prior to the disclosure
of 7 July 2022.

* a 50.3% premium over the closing price of RO 0.310 as of the disclosure date of 7 July 2022, and 2.2%
premium compared to the closing price of OMR 0.456 as of 14 Novernber 2022,

In the event that AAIC Shareholders who hold in aggregate less than 75 percent, except RSA Middle East
B.5.C.(e), of the Offer accept the Offer for the Offer Price in accordance with the terms of the Offer Doc-
ument (together the "Selling AAIC Shareholders” and each a "Selling AAIC Shareholder”), MLGIC may
choose to either withdraw the Offer or acquire the relevant number of AAIC Shares from the Selling AAIC
Sharehaolders,

In the event that Selling AAIC Shareholders who hold in aggregate more than 90.0 percent of the Offer
accept the Offer for the Offer Price in accordance with the terms of the Offer Document, NLGIC will com-
pulsorily acquire the shares from the remaining shareholders in order to acquire 47.5 percent direct share-
holding in AAIC which amounts to a2 100 percent beneficial shareholding in AAIC.

Only an AAIC Shareholder whose AAIC Shares are not subject to an encumbrance may accept the Offer,

As provided in the Takeover Regulation, once AAIC Shareholders holding 90 percent or more of the shares
in AAIC accept the Offer, MLGIC intends to exercise the "compulsory acquisition” provisions of Articles
62 to 65 (inclusive) of the Takeover Regulation, subject to regulatory approvals.

AAIC Shareholders who do not respond to the Offer during Offer Period will have their shares compulsorily
acquired by NLGIC, subject to regulatory approvals.

As per Article 65 of the Takeover Regulation, NLGIC will pay the sharehaolders of the Compulsory Acquired
Shares the Offer Price as stated in the Offer Document.

The completion of the Offer which shall occur an the date the Offer Price is paid to the Selling AAIC Share-
holders post completion of the Offer Period and implementation of the Compulsory Acguisition.

The date on which the Offer Completion occurs.
Offer Completion will result in the formation of 2 stronger insurance company that the Board of Directors

and management of NLGIC envisages would become more competitive, both locally and regionally.

Ubhar Capital SAQC, a closed joint stock company incorporated in Oman with registered office at PO
Box 1137, PC 1M, CPO, Oman. Ph.: +968 24 949 051 Email: ubhar-corporatefinance@u-capital.net

OTHER DETAILS

MNLGIC does not have any direct shareholding in AAIC as of the date of
Shares in AAIC this Offer Announcement, However, RSA Middle East B.S.C.(c) which
Already Heldby NLGIC ~  holds 52,5 percent of the Issued Capital of AAIC is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of MLGIC as of the date of this Offer Announcement.

(i) Neither NLGIC nor AAIC have any outstanding convertible securi-
ties.

(ii) As of the date of the Offer Document, details of the number and
percentage holding of voting AAIC Shares held directly or indi-
rectly by the following persons are as set out below:

* RSA Middle East B.S.C (c): 52,500,000 AAIC Shares - 52.5 percent.

Other Information * NLGIC shareholding in RSA Middle East B.S.C (c): 100 percent

* NLGIC Directors: Nil AAIC Shares Nil per cent.

The parties under paragraphs (i) and (i) above have not dealt in the
voting shares in question during the period commencing six months
prior to the beginning of the QOffer Period and ending with the date of
this Offer Document

INDICATIVE OFFER TIMELINE

1 Offer Announcement 20 November 2022
2 | Offer Document sent out to AAIC Board and AAIC Shareholders 24 Movember 2022
3 The QOffer Period opens 5 December 2022

4 | The Offer Period closes 25 Decermnber 2022
5 MNLGIC to pay the Offer Price 29 December 2022
6 MNLGIC acquires remaining shares - Compulsory Acquisition 29 December 2022

MNote: The above timeline is indicative only and may be subject to change, following review, input, and ap-
proval from the competent authorities.

ACCEPTANCE OF OFFER-TERMS, CONDITIONS,8 PROCEDURE

Only electronic copy of this Offer Document will be sent based on Mus-

Notice Pracedure cat Clearing & Depository Company SAOC ("MCD") data and be avail-
able on NLGIC, Ubhar Capital SAQC and the Capital Market Authority,
Orman ("CMA") websites.

The acceptance form to be used by AAIC Shareholders to submit their
acceptance of the Offer pursuant to the terms of the Offer Document.

Acceptance Form These forms will be sent to each AAIC Shareholder through email based
on MCD data. The acceptance form will also be available on NLGIC,
Ubhar Capital SAQC and CMA websites.

In order to accept the Offer, the AAIC Shareholders are required to;

» deliver the Acceptance Form duly completed and signed to Ubhar Cap-
ital SAOC located in OMINVEST Business Center, PH Level, Building
no. 95, Way no. 501, Airport Heights, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman.

or alternatively,
*the AAIC Shareholders can send an email to ubhar-corporatefi-

Procedure for Accept- nance@u-capital.net stating their acceptance of the Offer along with
a scanned copy of the Acceptance Form duly completed and
ance of Offer by AAIC signed.along with the requisite documents (as set out below) on or be-
Shareholders fore 2 pm, on the Offer Closing Date.
Completed Acceptance Form / email once submitted cannot be revoked
by AAIC Shareholders.

The Offer will remain open for acceptance for 21 days starting from 5
December 2022 to 25 December 2022 (hoth days inclusive). Accept-
ances received after working hours i.e, 8am -2pm on Offer Closing Date
shall not be accepted.

Letter/form of acceptance furnished by the AAIC Shareholder(s) with-
out the requisite documents listed below may be rejected by the Offer
Manager as being incomplete and invalid.
The letter/form of acceptance must be accompanied by the following
documents:
For Individual Applicants:
A copy of Omani ID for Omani national AAIC Shareholders and Passport
i copy for Mon-Omani national AAIC Shareholders.

Required Documents Birth Certificate of the minor AAIC Shareholder, if the father is accepting
the Offer on behalf of his minor children.
A copy of a valid power of attorney duly notarised by the relevant au-
thorities must be included in the event the acceptance is on behalf of an-
other person (with the exception of an acceptance made by a father on
behalf of his minor children).
For Corporate Applicants:
ID Card of signateories, Commercial Registration Certificate Copy of the
company board resolution authorizing persons to accept the Offer with
specimen signatures of such authorized persons, if applicable,

The acceptance by NLGIC of the AAIC Shares tendered by the AAIC
Shareholders and settlerment is subject to the following conditions:

Offer Completion.
Approval of the CMA for the final Offer result.

The settlernent for the tendered AAIC Shares does not contravene any
Acceptance by NLGIC Applicable Law.

The letter/form of acceptance being duly and validly completed along
with the required documents and submitted to the Offer Manager on or
before the Offer Closing Date.

The person accepting the Offer is a valid AAIC Shareholder.

MNLGIC not withdrawing the Offer in accordance with the provisions of
the Takeover Regulation.

Upon receipt of valid letter/form of acceptance along with the requisite
documents and subject to satisfactory verification, the Offer Manager
will notify the eligible AAIC Shareholders regarding acceptance of the
Offer and arrange to make payment via bank transter in coordination

Timing of Payment with MCD (based on bank account details available with MCD) in favour

of the Offer Price of the AAIC Shareholder within 10 (ten) days of the Offer Closing Date.
Mo interest, mark-up, surcharge, tax, or other increment will be payable
far any cause or reason on the aggregate price for the AAIC Shares pur-
chased by NLGIC from any AAIC Shareholder for any cause or reason.
After a Selling AAIC Shareholder has accepted the Offer, he/she/it shall
not be permitted to sell their relevant AAIC Shares to any other party
unless and until NLGIC withdraws the Offer.

Offeror

Offeree

OFFER RELATED PARTIES & CONTACT PERSONS

National Life and General Insurance Company SAOG Offer Manager Ubhar Capital SAOC

Contact: Mahmood Ali Rustam Habib Investor Relations Officer PO Box. 798, Wadi Kabir
PC 117 Sultanate of Oman Tel: +968 24630812 Email: mahmoodali@nlicgulf.com

Contact: Miron Kibria Chief Finance Officer Al Ahlia Insurance Company SAOG
PO Box 751, Postal Code 112, Ruwi, Muscat Sultanate of Oman Tel; +968 24766895
Email: miron kibria@om.rsagroup.com

Legal Advisor
Al Ahlia Insurance Company SAOG to the Offeror

Contact: Muhammad
CPO, Sultanate of Om

Contact: Taher Noor Sayed Managing Partner Building no.1135, 1st Floor, Office No. 113, Behind
Bader Al Sama, Way No.4505, Al Khuwair, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman Tel: #4968 24473212
Email: taher@anlawoman.com

Younis Al Amri Advocates and Solicitors

Kashif Sabih Head Corporate Finance and Advisory PO Box 1137, PC N
anTel, +968 24 949008Email; ubhar-corporatefinance@u-capital net
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SPAIN (ESP) BELGIUM (BEL) BRAZIL (BRA) PORTUGAL (POR)
COSTA RICA (CRC) CANADA (CAN) SERBIA (SRB) GHANA (GHA)
GERMANY (GER) MOROCCO (MAR) SWITZERLAND (SUI) URUGUAY (URU)
JAPAN (JPN) CROATIA (CRO) CAMEROON (CMR) KOREA REPUBLIC (KOR)
STATISTICS
UFFICIAL Trophy Material:
FIFA WORLD Base Material:
CUP TRUPHY Height: 36.8CM
Quarter- Semi- 3" Place Weight: 6.1KG
Finals Finals & Final
L 2 2 L 2
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was made by the Stabilimento Artistico A SCUlpture.
Bertoni Company in Milan, Italy. This
version of the FIFA World Cup Trophy ;LLSYI:;GAZZANIGA
was introduced in 1974. :
The Official FIFA World Cup 2022 Emblem
The FIFA World Cup emblem incorporates the burgundy and white colours that are
synonymous with Qatar’s national flag. The emblem'’s design embodies the vision of an event
that connects and engages the entire world, while also featuring striking elements of local and
regional Arab culture, as well as references to the beautiful game.
The swooping curves of the emblem represent desert dunes, and the unbroken loop depicts
both the number eight - representing the tournament’s host stadiums - and the infinity
symbol, reflecting the event's interconnected nature, which fuses tradition with modernity.
Diacritics The flow of the
Marks placed above Desert and
and below letters in Arabic the ShaW|
: wv v Football —— The top of the emblem
~ > > . .
j © © Presented in a geometric represents the elegant
i O e} style, referencing Arab movement of desert dunes
. ) -+ 64 culture and of the shawl, which
: 8 8 is worn around the world
: oY oY Final FIFA World Cup - and in the Arab and Gulf
region in particular - by
7PM trophy Shape a variety of people and in
The most renowned various styles
silhouette in the football
world An intriguing
Infinity symbol — 3D object
: Designed to surprise and
and flgure 8 delight, the emblem can
This symbol is rotate to reveal a perfect
multifaceted, representing circle, reflecting both our
the 8 stadiums where the planet and a football
FIFA World Cup will be
played and the human .
connections that will Decoratlve elements
endure long past the Floral patterns, like those embroidered on Qatari shawls,
tournament are important elements of Qatar's heritage. Based on
traditional Arab art, these decorations reflect the richness
of Middle Eastern culture
* All matches Oman time
Hayya Hayya
]
La'eeb
is the first single
The Official Mascot of the multi-song
of the FIFA World FIFA World Cup
' Cup Qatar 2022 Qatar 2022 Official
=S
“ > Soundtrack.
T \
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Climate fund breakthrough offers ‘hope' at UN COP27

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt - COP27
host Egypt scrambled to salvage
UN climate talks on Saturday
with the European Union sig-
nalling a breakthrough over the
contentious issue of ‘loss and
damage’ funding for climate vul-
nerable nations.

Nearly 200 countries' repre-
sentatives have gathered at the
COP27 in Egypt for two weeks
with the aim of driving forward
action to fight climate change as
the world faces a worsening on-
slaught of weather extremes.

But the talks stalled over the
terms under which wealthy pol-
luters provide ‘loss and damage'
funding for countries wracked by
climate disasters, as well as over
ratcheting up ambition in tack-
ling global warming. After the
European Union roundly rejected
a document shown by Egypt
overnight, a source from the bloc
said at least the loss and damage
issue was ‘agreed’ as far as it was
concerned.

A European source confirmed

‘a deal has been reached on loss
and damage which targets the
fund to vulnerable countries'.

A draft document on creating
a specific loss and damage fund
was published by the Egyptian
presidency on Saturday.

It takes some language from
three earlier proposals - from the
EU, Britain and the G77 and
China bloc of 134 developing na-
tions - and appears to kick some
of the thornier issues, particularly
over the sources of funding, into
next year. “The draft decision on
loss and damage finance offers
hope to the vulnerable people
that they will get help to recover
from climate disasters and re-
build their lives,” said Harjeet
Singh, head of global political
strategy at Climate Action Net-
work International.

Temperature check

Earlier, European Commission
Vice President Frans Timmer-
mans said the EU would ‘rather
have no result than a bad result’

A climate activist sits near banners laid on the ground demanding protection of human rights and climate

reparations, during the COP27 climate conference in Egypt’'s Red Sea resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh on Friday (Afp)

and was willing to walk out of the
negotiations altogether.

The EU wants COP27 to have
strong language on cutting emis-
sions and to reaffirm the aspira-
tional goal of limiting global

warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
from pre-industrial levels.
Scientists say this is a far safer
guardrail against catastrophic
climate impacts, with the world
currently far off track and head-

ing for around 2.5C of warming
under current commitments and
plans.

“We are not here to produce
papers, but to keep the 1.5C tar-
get alive,” said German Foreign

Minister Annalena Baerbock.

The Egyptian COP27 presi-
dency also released a new draft
final statement that states the
need to accelerate ‘efforts to-
wards the phasedown of un-
abated coal power and
phase-out of inefficient fossil fuel
subsidies’. And another docu-
ment was released specifically
covering ambitions for curbing
planet-heating emissions.

On the need to be more ambi-
tious in slowing the rise in global
temperatures, Tom Evans of the
think tank E3G said it is ‘a copy-
paste’ of the agreement made at
Glasgow without building on the
agreement made a year ago.

Counter proposal
Many developing countries see
the creation of a loss and dam-
age fund at this meeting as a
defining issue of the talks.

The G77 and China bloc
called for the immediate creation
of such a fund at COP27, with
operational details to be agreed

later. A counter proposal from
the EU called to prioritise the
most climate-vulnerable coun-
tries as recipients. They also said
the money should come from a
‘broad funder base’ - code for
countries including China and
Saudi Arabia that have become
wealthier since they were listed
as developing nations in 1992.

Earlier, Timmermans warned
that if not enough is done to
slash emissions and keep 1.5C
alive, ‘there is no amount of
money on this planet that will be
able to address the misery that
will occur through natural disas-
ters, etc, that we're already see-
ing’, he said.

Under the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, countries agreed to limit
global warming to ‘well below’
2C and preferably 1.5C.

This more ambitious 1.5C tar-
get was embraced last year in
Glasgow, with countries agree-
ing to annually review their car-
bon reduction goals.

AFP

Over 100 unmanned vessels to
be deployed in Gulf waters

Manama, Bahrain - A US-led
task force will deploy over 100
unmanned vessels in the Gulf re-
gion's strategic waters by next
year to stave off maritime
threats, the US Central Com-
mand chief said on Saturday.
The announcement by General
Michael Kurilla at the annual
Manama Dialogue conference in
Bahrain came after Israel and the
United States blamed Iran for a
drone strike off the coast of Oman
this week that hit a tanker oper-
ated by an Israeli-owned firm.
The attack, which coincided
with heightened tensions be-
tween Tehran and Washington,
was the latest in a string of dis-
ruptions in Gulf waters that are
a key route for world energy
supplies. “By this time next year,
Task Force 59 will bring together

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks at the 18th

1ISS Manama Dialogue in Bahrain's capital on Friday (AFp)

a fleet of over 100 unmanned
surface and subsurface vessels
operating together, communi-
cating together and providing
maritime domain awareness,”
the CENTCOM chief said.
Launched in September 2021,
Task Force 59 was created in
Bahrain, home to the US navy's
Fifth Fleet, to integrate un-

manned systems and artificial in-
telligence into Middle East oper-
ations following a series of drone
attacks blamed on Iran. While
airborne and subsea unmanned
vessels are quite well developed,
unmanned surface boats are a
new technology that are essen-
tial for security in the future.

AFP

Philippines says Saudi Arabia to pay
10,000 Filipino workers owed wages

Manila, Philippines - Saudi Ara-
bia will compensate 10,000 Fil-
ipino workers who lost their jobs
in the Gulf country years ago and
are still waiting for their salaries,
Philippine officials said.

The announcement came
after Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman and Philip-
pine President Ferdinand Marcos
met on Friday on the sidelines of
an Asia-Pacific summit in
Bangkok.

Philippine Migrant Workers
Secretary Susan Ople said the
compensation package of two
billion riyals (US$532mn) would
'help our displaced workers'.

It was unclear if unpaid work-
ers from other countries would
also receive some of the money.

“This is very good news. He

Mohammed bin Salman (AFp)

(Prince Mohammed) told me
this is their gift to us,”." Marcos
said late Friday.

Saudi Arabia plunged into
economic crisis in 2015 following
a sharp decline on oil prices,
leading construction companies
to lay off tens of thousands of
foreign workers.

Saudi officials took legal ac-

tion on behalf of unpaid employ-
ees from the Philippines and
other Asian countries in an effort
to recover their wages.

“I'm pretty sure that this ges-
ture will somehow give them
hope and will make up for so
many years of anguish and dis-
appointment,”. Ople told AFP.

AFP was unable to reach the
Saudi embassy in Manila for
comment.

The Philippines earlier this
month resumed the deployment
of domestic workers to Saudi
Arabia following a year-long ban.

Manila had stopped sending
of household workers to the
kingdom - a popular destination
for Filipinos working abroad -
after reports emerged of abuse
and unpaid wages.

Both countries have agreed to
boost protective measures for
migrants.

Among other things, workers
will be allowed to quit before the
end of their contracts if their em-
ployer is abusive, and insurance
coverage will be provided for un-
paid wages.

More than 700,000 Filipinos
work in the kingdom, most of
whom are domestic and con-
struction workers, according to
latest official data.

Millions of Filipinos work
abroad due to low wages or lack
of jobs in their own country of
1Omn people.

The money they send back to
their families helps prop up the
economy.

AFP

Iran forces shoot dead three protesters in Mahsa Amini’s home province

Paris, France - Iranian security
forces shot dead at least three
people on Saturday in the west-
ern province of Kurdistan in the
latest deadly protests sparked by
the death of Mahsa Amini, a

rights group said.
The country's clerical leader-
ship under Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei is facing its biggest
challenge since the Islamic Rev-
olution of 1979, in two months of
violent demonstrations following
Amini's death in custody on Sep-
tember 16.

The authorities have re-
sponded with a crackdown that
Olso-based group Iran Human
Rights says has left dead at least
342 people, half a dozen already
sentenced to death and more
than 15,000 arrested.

On Saturday, Hengaw, a Nor-
way-based rights group which
monitors abuses in Kurdish
areas, told AFP that ‘the govern-
ment's repressive forces opened

fire on protesters in the town of
Divandarreh, killing at least three
civilians'.

Protesters have been killed in
22 of Iran’s 31 provinces, IHR
said on Wednesday, including
123 in Sistan-Baluchistan and
32 in Amini's home province of
Kurdistan.

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian
of Kurdish origin, died three days
after her arrest in Tehran by the
notorious morality police over an
alleged breach of the Islamic re-
public’'s mandatory hijab head-
scarf law.

Protester’s

corpse ‘seized’

Protests raged overnight in the
town of Bukan in Kurdistan,
where Revolutionary Guards
opened fire on family members
mourning a slain protester and
taking his body from hospital be-
fore burying it in an undisclosed
location, Hengaw said.

Iranians mourn in front of the coffins of people killed in a shooting attack, during their funeral in the city of Izeh

in Iran’s Khuzestan province, on Friday (AFp)

Activists accuse Iran's secu-
rity forces of carrying out secret
burials of protesters they have
killed, to prevent more violence

from flaring at their funerals.
“Last night, after (IRGC) Is-

lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps

forces attacked Shahid Gholi Pur

Hospital in Bukan, they seized
Shahryar Mohammadi's body
and buried him secretly,” Hen-
gaw said, adding that the forces

‘opened fire on his family and in-
flicted injuries on at least five of
them'.

Elsewhere, hundreds of
mourners were seen marching
on Saturday along a road near
Mahabad in West Azerbaijan
province for the funeral of Kamal
Ahmadpour, a young man shot
dead by the security forces, in a
video  published by the
1500tasvir monitor.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s
forces have significantly in-
creased the use of lethal
weapons in attacks on protesters
in the past five days,” Hengaw
told AFP.

The rights group said the se-
curity forces had killed at least
25 people in Kurdistan since
Tuesday, when protesters
thronged streets on the an-
niversary of a lethal 2019 crack-
down known as ‘Bloody Aban’ -
or Bloody November.

“Twenty-three people were

killed by direct fire, one by tor-
ture, and one by knife stabs,”
Hengaw said.

The state-run Iran newspaper
on Saturday reported that 14 se-
curity personnel had been killed
in the three days of protests
called to mark the November 15
anniversary. Hundreds were
killed in the 2019 crackdown on
street violence that erupted over
a hike in fuel prices.

‘Deliberate silence’
Iran’s foreign ministry hit out at
the ‘deliberate silence of foreign
promoters of chaos and violence
in Iran in the face of... terrorist
operations in several Iranian
cities'.

"It is the duty of the interna-
tional community and interna-
tional assemblies to condemn
the recent terrorist acts in Iran
and not to provide a safe haven
for extremists,” it added.

AFP




SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 20221 MUSCAT DAILY | 15

Kim oversees North Korean ICBM
launch with his daughter in tow

Seoul, South Korea - North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un over-
saw a test of Pyongyang's
newest intercontinental ballistic
missile with his daughter in tow
for the first time, state media re-
ported on Saturday.

Declaring he would meet per-
ceived US nuclear threats with
nukes of his own, Kim supervised
the launch on Friday of the black-
and-white missile, which the of-
ficial Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) said was the
Hwasong-17 - dubbed the ‘'mon-
ster missile’ by analysts.

The launch of the ‘'new major
strategic weapon system’ was
successful, KCNA said.

KCNA said Kim attended the
launch ‘together with his beloved
daughter and wife’, and state
media images showed a beam-
ing Kim accompanied by a young
girl in a puffer jacket and red
shoes as he walked in front of the
missile.

North Korean state media has
never mentioned Kim's children,
and this was the first official con-
firmation that he had a daughter,
experts said.

KCNA's report on Saturday
did not name the daughter,
however.

North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un walking with his daughter as he inspects a new intercontinental ballistic

missile (ICBM) ‘Hwasong Gun 17', ahead of its launch at Pyongyang International Airport on Friday (AFp)

‘The fourth
generation’

The most significant
takeaway from Friday's ICBM
launch is ‘the permanence of
the Kim regime's weapons pro-
gramme, because it is so integral
to Kim's own survival and the
continuity of his family's reign’,
Soo Kim, a former CIA analyst
now with the RAND Corporation,
told AFP.

With the state media cover-
age, ‘'we have seen with our own
eyes the fourth generation of
the Kim family’, she said.

Kim - the grandson of North
Korea's founding leader Kim ||
Sung and the third generation of
the Kim family to lead the coun-
try - married his wife Ri Sol Ju, in
2009, according to South
Korea's spy agency.

She gave birth to their first

child the following year, with
their second and third born in
2013 and 2017, the agency has
said.

The only previous confirma-
tion of the children's existence
had come from former NBA star
Dennis Rodman, who claimed he
met a baby daughter of Kim's
called Ju Ae during a 2013 visit to
North Korea.

The daughter revealed in the

photographs is presumed to be
Ju Ae, who is likely Kim's second
child, Cheong Seong-chang of
the Center for North Korea Stud-
ies at the Sejong Institute in
South Korea told AFP.

Kim’s warning

KCNA said on Saturday that
Kim Jong Un slammed ‘hysteric
aggression war drills’, and said
that if the United States contin-
ued to make threats, Pyongyang
would ‘resolutely react to nukes
with nuclear weapons and to
total confrontation with all-out
confrontation'.

North Korea has conducted a
record-breaking blitz of launches
in recent weeks.

Pyongyang - and Moscow -
have repeatedly blamed them on
Washington's moves to boost
the protection it offers to allies
Seoul and Tokyo.

Fears have grown that the
launches are building up to a nu-
clear test.

KCNA said the latest missile
hit a maximum altitude of
6,040.9km (3,750 miles) and
flew 999.2km, matching esti-
mates by Seoul and Tokyo on
Friday.

AFP

Xi, Harris call for
open channelsin
latest meeting

Bangkok, Thailand - Chinese
President Xi Jinping and US Vice
President Kamala Harris called
for open communication during
a brief meeting on Saturday, days
after his extensive talks with
President Joe Biden aimed at
keeping tensions in check.
Harris and Xi met during an
Asia-Pacific summit in Bangkok
where another US rival, Russia,
saw itself isolated, with no top
leader attending and a statement
issued showing wide condemna-
tion of its war in Ukraine.
Speaking to Xion the sidelines
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) forum, Harris
reinforced Biden's message that
‘we must maintain open lines of
communication to responsibly
manage the competition be-
tween our countries’, a White
House official said. On Monday,
Biden and Xi met for three hours
at a Group of 20 summit in Bali,
the first in-person talks between
the leaders of the world's two
largest economies since they
each became president.
Chinese state media quoted
Xi as telling Harris that his meet-
ing with Biden was 'strategic and
constructive, and has important

US VP Kamala Harris (AFP)

guiding significance for China-US
relations in the next stage’.

“It is hoped that the two sides
will further enhance mutual un-
derstanding, reduce misunder-
standing and misjudgement, and
jointly promote the return of
China-US relations to a healthy
and stable track,” added Xi, who
is on only his second overseas
trip since the pandemic.

US and Chinese officials have
both put a positive spin on the
renewal of diplomacy, while
stopping short of predicting any
substantive resolution of issues
dividing them. Xi and Biden
agreed that Secretary of State
Antony Blinken will visit China
early next year, the first visit by a
top US diplomat since 2018.

AFP

NATO bid

a 'natural’

step’, says Finland

Manama, Bahrain - Finland's ap-
plication to join NATO was the
‘natural step’ to take following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the
Nordic country’s foreign minister
told a conference in Bahrain on
Saturday. Finland and Sweden
dropped decades of military non-
alignment and scrambled to be-
come NATO members in
May, after Russia’s war. All 30
NATO member states except
Hungary and Turkey have rati-
fied Finland's accession, which
requires unanimous approval.
Hungary has said it will support
Finland's bid.

The decision to apply for
NATO membership is ‘a result of
the drastic change in our security
environment’, Finland's  top

diplomat Pekka Haavisto told the
annual Manama Dialogue con-
ference in Bahrain.

“Applying for NATO mem-
bership was... a natural step for
us to take,” he added.

In 2004, Finland said it would
take the so-called ‘NATO op-
tion’, in the event that its security
environment ‘changes dramati-
cally’, the foreign minister said.

“And what would be more
dramatic for a change than the
attack of your neighbour towards
a country of 50mn people?”
Haavisto asked.

On Friday, Finland unveiled a
plan to increase security on its
border with Russia, including a
200km (124-mile) fence.

AFP

Malaysia polls close with parties in close race

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia - Voting
closed in Malaysia on Saturday
with jailed ex-leader Najib
Razak's scandal-hit ruling party
seeking to cement its power in a
tight race with Anwar Ibrahim's
coalition.

The popular opposition leader
campaigned on a promise to
fight corruption in Southeast
Asia's third-largest economy
where people are struggling with
soaring food prices.

There were long lines at
polling centres across the coun-
try despite concerns about mon-
soon rains, and the voters AFP
spoke to said they hoped for po-
litical stability and economic im-
provement. “I want a strong
government and a stable econ-
omy so that there will be more
job opportunities for the youth,”

Malaysia's Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yakoob and his wife Muhaini

Zainal Abidin cast their vote in Bera, Pahang state, on Saturday (aFp)

Nurul Hazwani Firdon, a 20-
year-old tutor, said as she went
to cast her ballot in the rural
town of Bera in Pahang state.
Social media posts showed
people lining up in knee-deep
waters outside a voting centre in

Sarawak state on Borneo island.
One video on Twitter showed
an old woman being carried on
someone’s back into a flooded
polling place.
The Election Commission said
turnout for the 21mn registered

voters was at 70 per cent as of
4pm (0800GMT), two hours
before the polls closed.

Najib's United Malays Na-
tional Organisation (UMNO)
usually dominates Malaysian
politics but it suffered a humiliat-
ing defeat in the 2018 general
election after a massive corrup-
tion scandal at state fund IMDB.

The former prime minister,
who was at the centre of the
TMDB storm, is currently serving
a 12-year jail term.

Because of infighting in the
two successive governments
since 2018, UMNO crept back
into power last year despite lin-
gering corruption allegations,
and is seeking a stronger man-
date in Saturday's election -
called 10 months ahead of
schedule.

Anwar’s dream

The UMNO-dominated ruling
Barisan Nasional bloc is up
against Anwar and his allies.

With age catching up, this
may be Anwar's last chance to
fulfil his long-standing dream of
leading Malaysia.

“A win today would certainly
be gratifying after more than two
decades of fighting to win the
hearts and minds of the people,”
Anwar, 75, told AFP before cast-
ing his vote in Penang state.

He added he was ‘cautiously
confident’ that his Pakatan Hara-
pan (Alliance of Hope) could se-
cure a simple majority in the
222-member parliament.

Caretaker Prime Minister Is-
mail Sabri Yaakob, from the rul-
ing coalition, cast his vote in Bera.
AFP

SITUATION WANTED SITUATION WANTED

Column a well experienced indian male in building material
products of reputed brands both in project sales and
showroom seeks job. Contact 79443928

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE:

We have 85 properties available in sohar industrial area,
buildings ,warehouse,shops and appartments for family and

staff.please contact 98101664.

FOR RENT:

In Darsait , 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, kitchen , with small
sea view « Near the Indian school Rent 230 O.R monthly.

T:99315986.

Send your request
for

wishes to

with your resident
card copy

We have 85 properties available in Sohar Industrial area,
buildings, warehouse, shops and appartments for family and

staff. Please contact 98101664.

AUDIT,
ACCOUNTING,
VAT, TAXATION

Contact:97239696/95355638

Gulf Center Consultancy & Audit
Muscat, Sohar, Salalah, Sur

Kumar@gccaoman.com

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

Sohar

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

* Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

FOR RENT

0 State of the Art warehouse and

office in Misfah

1 Centrally located with ease of access
to Muscat-Nizwa-Sohar

Office

650 sq mts of office space, centralized
air conditioning ready to use.

Warehouse

0 6000++ pallets space available on

1 13 loading/unloading bays, with

state of the art racking and centrally

air conditioning @21 degree

Cold room and Chiller room
1 600 pallets space available on

monthly/per pallet rental bases.
0 02 loading/unloading bays, with 10
mts high state of racking.

a Temp zone 05 Degree, -25 Degree

Frozen.

monthly/per pallet rental bases.

for more details call: 95616835
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Guzel Zakir, an
Uyghur artist hailing
from Almaty, South
Kazakhstan,
presents a unique
solo exhibition titled
‘Monobrow’ at Matti
Sirvio Art Gallery,
drawing attention to
an ancient cultural
symbol of fertility
that has been a great
source of inspiration
to the artist

SOLO EXHIBITION

Mo

Hubert Vaz

he title of the exhibition and

the exhibits on the entrance

promise an element of intrigue at

Matti Sirvio Art Gallery, in

Jawharat al Shatti, where a solo

exhibition by a visiting artist

from Kazakhstan opened last

evening. The theme deals with a unique

aspect of facial beauty that is familiar in

the Arab world, with cultural roots that run
deep.

The exhibition, curated by Hungarian
designer and artist Anetta Szabo, was
inaugurated under the auspices of H E
Najmedin Muhametali, Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. It will continue till
December 19.

“| always draw a monobrow on the
images of my paintings. This is the most
recognisable element of visual language.
In Almaty (in south Kazakhstan), people
call me 'Diva Monobrow’, and | like it. The
monobrow symbol is of special impor-
tance to me and is part of a personal story.
Although it is a beautiful, unique part of
my culture, | felt | needed to reject it due
to certain trauma in my childhood,” says
Guzel who later learnt that her monobrow
was an important cultural code that
revealed the answers to questions about
her identity,

She further said, “Today, it has become
a significant resource and inspiration for
my art. The monobrow - fused eyebrows
- dates back to an ancient symbol of fertil-
ity. They embody the ideal notion of a
woman.”

She pointed out, just as the cow has
symbolised fertility and abundance - the
horns resemble the crescent moon, and its
milk, the Milky Way - so also, the crescent
shape moon, the monobrow, marked on
the forehead of the female became anim-
portant central feature for eastern women.

Traditional honour

Outgrown eyebrows became quite popu-
lar and gained high status in society. Even
today, thick outgrown eyebrows are
viewed as a sign of womanhood. In Uyghur

Diva

|

May be today, the
monobrow is seen as
stigma, but for me, it is
like an ancient silken
thread linking me to my
ethnic and culture identity

GUZEL ZAKIR
The artist

|

I am amazed by how her
art and her life is so woven
together, her genuine love
for people, her care for
their joys and sorrows is
revealed in her works
ANETTA SZABO

The curator
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culture, the traditional honour for fertility
still holds strong today as we continue to
'sacredly’ join our brows with dye, Guzel
explains, adding, "It is common for Turkic
women to have eyebrow dyeing cere-
monies, parties or secret gatherings.

“The ladies in my family still embrace
this ancient practice. My mother would
squeeze out the juice of 'osma' (woad
plants) with her hands and make a paint
brush from cotton and broom sticks. She
would then sit my sisters and me down
and join our brows with the dye. It would
be almost impossible to wash off the green
dye. | would often get mocked by my
friends for this,” she said, also wondering
whether inspiration for painting did come
to her through this act.

Though she never liked her monobrow,
she later realised that it was part of her
culture, and understood its significance.
“The more | researched this ancient prac-
tice, the more | learned about my history,
my people, my family and ultimately,
myself. A journey of self love and accept-
ance emerged... My monobrow is a story
of internal decolonisation.

“May be today, the monobrow is seen
as stigma, but for me, it is like an ancient
silken thread linking me to my ethnic and
cultural identity. The exhibition '"Mono-
brow' is about the significance of fused
eyebrows in the culture of Uyghur
women.”

Dialogue through art

On display are 12 paintings, one series of
a ceramic composition, and a set of prints.
In Oman on a short stay of three weeks,
Guzel has been very impressed by the vil-
lages scenes, people, and the unique land-
scapes. She loved the topography - the
sand, and the many different rock forma-
tions that create a great platform for
artists.

“In my art, | focus on dialogue between
women in art and dialogue through art.
The value of women - encouraging women
through art and evolving them into my art
projects. Monobrow is an important sym-
bol for me. From this topic, my journey of
art began. | have exhibited on this topic in
Almaty, Istanbul, and plan to continue my

research and work on this topic in the
future. It connects people, and has greatly
affected my becoming an artist.”

About beauty in the Arab world, she
noted that there is beauty that is con-
cealed. "Many Arab women have a mono-
brow, therefore, | feel connected with
them instantly, as | consider it an aspect of
beauty in its own special way. | feel my
story could be their story - there are strong
connections.”

Language of women

Curator of the exhibition, Anetta Szabo
said, “Besides her cultural background and
the local culture, Guzel's paintings touch
human issues, concerns, and values that
connect to all of us, regardless of culture.
Paintings like ‘Pure’, 'Judges’, ‘Sacrificial'...
refer to our human existence.

“Knowing about Guzel's highly profes-
sional background - having exhibited in
Istanbul, Almaty, several solo exhibitions
- during these last weeks | had this incred-
ible privilege of following her work from
the first day till the last nail on the wall. |
am amazed by how her art and her life is
so woven together, her genuine love for
people, her care for their joys and sorrows
is revealed in her works. The way she val-
ues people in her art was proven in her life
in Oman through these weeks, and now
continues in the exhibition.”

About the paintings on display - half of
which were inspired during her residency
in Oman and half from her earlier work in
Kazakhstan - Anetta said, “She has
painted paintings inspired by Oman,
besides sharing her own story and culture.
Many of her subjects closely relate to Arab
women - stories of middle-eastern
women. Guzel speaks the language of
women here, without knowing Arabic.”

Of the works on display, Anetta consid-
ers 'Sacrificial', 'Becoming the Same' and,
'Hidden Beauties' the strongest pieces.
“Sacrificial because of the strong expres-
sion on the concept of sacrificial act (that
might be disappearing in a world, where
people tend to love themselves more...) |
value this topic greatly, and Guzel has
expressed this secret value in a beautiful
way. 'Hidden Beauties’ because of her own
story behind it. And ‘Becoming the Same’
because of the strong, creative visual
expression,” she asserted.

Acknowledging Guzel's inner change
of acceptance and love for her culture as
strong aspects of her personality, she said,
“| love the flow of Guzel's life and her art.
She has gone through transformation
where she was encouraged by several
people, and now she has the strength
to encourage other women through her
art and walk boldly in her calling as a
visual artist.”
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