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SUNDAY

HM SENDS CONDOLENCES TO PAKISTANCLOSE TO 47% RISE IN
SME REGISTRATIONS

AN
MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of condolences and 
sympathy to Dr.  Arif Alvi, President of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan on the victims of 
the heavy rains and fl ood which hit a number of 
regions in Pakistan. In his cable, His Majesty the 
Sultan expressed his sincere condolences and 
sympathy to the president, the families of the 
victims and the Pakistani people, praying to the 
Almighty Allah to rest the victims’ souls in peace 
in paradise and grant their families patience to 
bear the loss and for the injured persons speedy 
recovery. -ONA

The number of SMEs registered 
with the Authority for Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
Development increased at the end 
of July 2022 by 46.8% to reach 
81,460 compared to 55, 491 during 
the same period in 2021, according 
to the statistics issued by the 
National Centre for Statistics and 
Information (NCSI). >A5

PEOPLE OF OMAN PRAISE HIS MAJESTY 
FOR SETTLING OUTSTANDING CLAIMS

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Offi  cial and citizens 
in Oman have appreciated the 
Royal orders of His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik settling the 
outstanding claims against own-
ers of some small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) and other 
individuals, who had earlier been 
awarded prison sentences for de-
fault in repayment, in accordance 
with standard procedures.

Following the Royal orders, the 
Supreme Judiciary Council, in 
coordination with the Ministry 
of Finance, has repaid a total loan 
amount of OMR2,445,563 of 1,169 
SME owners and individuals, and 
cancelled the prison sentences 
handed down to them, besides 
the seizure of property processes 

against them.
Hailing the Royal orders of His 

Majesty, the Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI) 
affi  rmed that this generous ges-
ture is a refl ection of His maj-
esty’s interest in small and me-
dium enterprises because of the 
signifi cant role they play in the 

national economy. 
His Excellency Eng. Ridha bin 

Juma Al Saleh, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the OCCI, 
said His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik’s interest in this segment 
of the private sector confi rms his 
keenness to address the problems 
faced by small and medium enter-

prises in order to encourage them 
to perform their desired role in the 
national economy.

He pointed out that the private 
sector, represented by OCCI, is 
looking forward to business own-
ers, especially owners of small and 
medium enterprises, to benefi t 
from this generous gesture.

Saif Al Badi, Head of OCCI Al 
Dhahirah governorate’s branch 
said: “In his fi rst speech, His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik 
focused on entrepreneurship, sup-
port for SMEs and innovation, in 
his belief in the importance of this 
sector which is one of the pillars of 
the economy across the globe. >A5

HM’s Royal orders 

have brought relief 

to the indebted 

small and medium 

enterprises, other 

individuals

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Burning agricultural 
waste is becoming quite a practice 
in the agricultural regions of the 
Sultanate. Reasons for this are not 
far to seek; this is one of the cheap-
est and fastest ways of disposing 
agricultural waste. Besides, little 
or no eff ort is involved. This ex-
plains the spread of an otherwise 
negative practice among the farm-
ing communities.

What is lost sight of, however, 
is the adverse eff ects that the 
practice wreaks on the environ-
ment with all the toxic gases, 
including carbon dioxide, other 
harmful compounds and fumes 
left hanging in the atmosphere 
posing a serious threat to the 
health of people living in the vi-
cinity and outside. Then there 

is the decrease in soil fertility 
caused by this practice which is 
often glossed over. 

Fadel Al Ameri, head of the 
Public Hygiene Department in 
Muscat Municipality in Bausher 
explains that the process of burn-
ing agricultural waste has become 
the norm rather than an exception, 
and the magnitude of this harmful 
practice has become alarming. He 

continues: “There are a number of 
reasons why people choose to burn 
agricultural waste; it is a low-cost 
method and does not require much 
physical eff ort. 

“But it poses signifi cant risks to 
the environment around and is a 
serious threat to the public health 
as the air becomes burdened with 
toxic compounds and also leads to 
decreased soil fertility.”

Regulations
Not that laws and legislations to 
prevent this harmful practice are 
not in place in the Sultanate, but 
such easy options continue to fi nd 
a place in the farming communi-
ty’s regimen. 

But since its disadvantages by 
far outweigh its advantages, the 
government has had to chip in 
to combat this harmful practice. 

It came up with a number of de-
terrent legislative measures to 
protect the environment, com-
bat pollution and promote pub-
lic health; there is Royal Decree 
No. 114/ 2001 that stresses the 
protection of local environment 
along with controls to ensure that 
Omani environment remains free 
of pollution. 

In line with this, local order 

no. 55/ 2017 has been brought in 
which lays down punitive action 
against anyone who dumps or 
burns solid waste. 

The Muscat Municipality too 
has come up with a local order no. 
1/ 2006 which, under Article 11 
stipulates that people are prohib-
ited from dumping, leaving, plac-
ing or burning any waste in public 
places or disposing of it in places 
other than the disposal sites speci-
fi ed by the municipality. 

Ambitious visions
To curb the adverse consequences 
that may arise from individual un-
healthy and non-urban practices 
and to handle solid agricultural 
waste in large quantities, the Mus-
cat Municipality emphasises its 
safe disposal at existing landfi lls in 
al-Amerat and Barka. 

E N V I R O N M E N T

OMAN
Big jump in luxury 
hotel revenues

1
Revenues of 3 to 5 - star 
hotels in the Sultanate of 
Oman registered an increase 

of 117.6  percent by the end of 
July 2022 to reach OMR95.332 
million.  >A3

WORLD
Trump home search 
affidavit released

2
A redacted version of the 
papers that allowed FBI 
to seize classifi ed records 

from Trump’s Florida home has 
been released. >A6

MARKET
Al Maha picks 45% Al 
Hael Ceramics stake

3
Al Maha Ceramics (Al 
Maha) has announced 
the acquisition of a 45 per 

cent stake in Al Hael Ceramics 
Company.  Al Maha was
founded in 2006. >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

A2Five-day Al Jabal 
Al Akhdar Tourism 
Festival concludes

340

MUSCAT

Setting fi re to farm dump: Cheap but highly unsustainable

More than 26,000 students off ered 

seats by Unifi ed Admission Centre

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A total of 26,170 stu-
dents have been off ered seats at 
the various educational insti-
tutions by the Unifi ed Admis-
sion Centre and 16,345 students 
among them have already com-
pleted their registration process.

Giving details, Nada bint Mo-
hammed Al Kiyomi, Director of 
the Department of Admission at 
the Unifi ed Admission Centre 
said the results of fi rst sorting was 
declared on 17 August and 26,170 
students were informed about the 
allotment of seats at various edu-
cational institutions.

16,345 students have complet-

ed their registration procedures, 
she said. Around 24,000 students 
accepted the off ers and commu-
nicated with various educational 
institutions.

The delay in registration pro-
cess is ascribed to the time taken 
at various establishments, she 
said, adding that some institu-
tions require more documents 
compared to others.

Study abroad procedures
On registration for internships 
or scholarships abroad, she said 
the procedure is the same as each 
student would get an off er of one 
seat through the unifi ed admis-
sion system, followed by the stu-
dent’s acceptance of the off er and 
communication with the educa-
tional establishment where he/ 
she is accepted. 

 >A3

E D U C A T I O N

In implementation of 

the Royal orders, the 

Supreme Judiciary 

Council, acting in 

coordination with the 

Ministry of Finance, 

has repaid the loans of 

1,169 SME owners and 

individuals—to the tune 

of OMR2,445,563—and 

cancelled the related 

prison sentences and 

seizure of properties.

1,169
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Five-day Al Jabal Al Akhdar 

Tourism Festival concludes
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The fi ve-day Al Jabal 
Al Akhdar Tourism Festival con-
cluded on Saturday. 

The activities at the Al-Jabal 
Al-Akhdar Tourism Festival 
opened on Friday evening, which 
included a parade of horses in tra-
ditional dress, a presentation of 
the art of horse transformation, 
and an exhibition accompanying 
some agricultural products, aro-
matic plant oils, preparations and 
some handicrafts. 

V A R I O U S  P E R F O R M A N C E S



A3

OMAN
S U N DAY,  AU G U S T  2 8 ,  2 0 2 2

YOU ORDER
WE DELIVER

Download the app

More than 500 scholarships 
abroad available for students

The number of scholarships 
abroad stands at 550 and students 
may choose the country and the 
university, she said. 

She said the unifi ed admission 
system off ers the student one 
seat based on the student’s inter-
est, she said, pointing to fact that 
the number of students applying 
through the unifi ed admission 
centre exceeds the number of 
seats off ered by the higher educa-
tional institutions and the intern-
ships and scholarships abroad.

As such, the unifi ed admission 
centre distributed 95 percent of 
the available seats and the vacant 
seats would be off ered to the stu-
dents in the ‘waiting list’.

During the past few days, we 

have noticed a large number of 
students who have got high grades 
but have opted for specialisations 
that are in demand such as health 
and education and consequently, 
they could not get the desired 
seats. Besides, some students had 
been off ered seats far away from 
their places of residence, she said, 
adding that they have been off ered 
the opportunity which would be 
available from 29 August 2022, 
ahead of the second sorting.

The seats for the second sorting 
are limited, she said advising all 
students who have been off ered 
seats in the fi rst round to accept 
the off ers and complete the pro-
cedures at the respective higher 
education establishments.

The students who confi rm 
their acceptance of the off er in the 
fi rst round or through the service 
of “improper ranking of choices” 
cannot compete for the seats in 
the second round, she said.

We have also noticed a number 
of vacant seats at some vocational 
colleges in general, and in Salalah 
Vocational College in particular, as 
the number of applicants are lower 
than the  seats off ered, she said.
The number of internships ex-
ceeded 90,000, the number of 
seats at the government edu-
cational institutions exceeded 
15,000 and the number of schol-
arships abroad including these in 
brotherly countries, totaled 610 
seats, she said. 

E D U C A T I O N

Luxury hotels in Sultanate 

see big jump in revenues
MUSCAT: Revenues of 3 to 5 - 
star hotels in the Sultanate reg-
istered an increase of 117.6  per-
cent by end of July 2022 to reach 
OMR95.332 million.

Hotel occupancy stood at 25.4 
percent at the time, according to 
the monthly statistics for tour-
ism indicators issued by the Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and 
Information. 

The statistics showed that the 
total number of hotel gusts in-
creased by 45.4 percent to reach 
by end of last July 903,000 com-
pared to the same period in 2021 
where the number of hotel guests 
stood at 620,979.

The statistics showed that the 
number of GCC hotel guests reg-
istered a remarkable increase of 
1,187.9  percent to reach 88,479 
guests up to end of July 2022 
compared to 6, 870 guests during 
the same period in 2021, followed 
by European hotel guests regis-
tered an increase of 703.2  per-

cent to reach 193,644 up to end of 
July 2022 compared to 24,109 by 
end of July 2021. The number of 
Omani hotel guests dropped by 7.1 
percent from 447,659 to 415,711.

The number of American hotel 
guests stood at 30,210 up to end 
of last July, an increase of 191.6  
percent compared to the same pe-

riod in 2021. The number of hotel 
guests from Africa stood at 4, 682, 
an increase of 103.3  percent com-
pared to the same period in 2021. 
The number of Asian hotel guests 
increased by 33.4 percent to reach 
111,703 by end of July 2022 com-
pared to 83,736 for the same pe-
riod in 2021. -ONA
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Sini is one of the largest villages in 
the Wilayat of Rustaq  in the Gov-
ernorate of South Al Batinah. It is 

located in the southwest of Wadi Bani 
Ghafer, amid tall mountains extending 
to the Western Al Hajar chain that con-
nect to Al Dhahirah Governorate, 60 km 
from the centre of the wilayat.

Sini village has a long history, it is an 
ancient village and has many monu-
ments for tribal gatherings.

“The name of the village means 'the 
high place' because it is located at a 
height from the villages on the banks of 
the famous Wadi “Sadaq”, and according 
to people, its name originates from Sana 
al-Ain or stability, as it is surrounded by 
mountains from three directions and 
is fortifi ed with towers in addition to 
falajes that continue to run throughout 
the year without drying out.” “The vil-
lage is rich in ancient heritage and there 
are many defensive fortifi cations, such 
as the four towers that surround it, in ad-
dition to the Bait Al-Hajrah castle, and 
there are rock houses spread throughout 
the village in its plains and mountains.”

An ancient 
village amidst 
majestic 
mountains in
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MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

 O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

29,748 REACH

MOST WATCHED VIDEO ON FACEBOOK

MOST VIEWED VIDEO ON INSTAGRAM

The 
Midday 
Update 
video

The Midday Update video had 1,810 
views and reached 3,800 people on 
Facebook.

The Maghrib 
Minute video on 
Royal orders offi-
ciate settlement 
of loans

The Maghrib Minute video on 
Royal orders officiate settlement 
of loans had 995 views and 46 
likes on Instagram.

A story on 
the Apple 
iPhone 14 
launch

A story on the Apple iPhone 14 launch reached 29,748 people 
and had 1,115 link clicks on Facebook.

1,810 VIEWS

995 VIEWS

His Majesty the Sultan thanked 

by citizens for generous initiative 

Saif Al Badi, Head of 
OCCI Al Dhahirah 
governorate’s branch 
further said: “He also 
encouraged Omani 

youth to continue to engage in en-
trepreneurship and stressed the 
importance of providing an ap-
propriate environment for small 
enterprises.

“The wise government has 
provided many exemptions and 
facilities during the period of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and these 
incentives are still continuing, 
like the one paying off  the debts 
of more than 1,169 units. It is 
one of the most important initia-
tives that may serve as a driver 
of continuity and sustainability 

of these institutions.”
Al Badi added: “Undoubtedly, 

the pandemic had an impact on 
various sectors and in diff erent 
countries, and it was an example 
of the unexpected challenges that 
the private sector may fi nd itself 
faces with. Here, business owners 
in the future must develop plans 
that will protect institutions from 
stumbling and make fi nancial 
strategies and plan properly to 
keep pace with market fl uctua-
tions, and the changes that may 
occur at the local or external level, 
as also the introduction and use of 
modern technologies.”

“In return, we hope for more 
support through incentive pack-
ages that provide an impetus to 

this sector and encourage entre-
preneurs,” he said

Societal circles in the Sultanate 
of Oman also expressed satisfac-
tion with the orders of His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.

Entrepreneur Abdullah Ham-
ad said: “We thank the generous 
initiative from His Majesty the 
Sultan. The initiative will restore 
comfort and tranquility among 
many families who have been af-
fected by this crisis and the accu-
mulated debts. It also gives incen-
tives and confi dence among the 
entrepreneurs that the govern-
ment cares for them. We aspire 
for more incentives and facilities 
for business owners to revive the 
local market.”

I N C E N T I V E  P A C K A G E
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Number of SMEs registered 
increases by 46.8% to 81,460
MUSCAT: The number of SMEs 
registered with the Authority for 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development rose by 46.8 percent 
to reach 81,460 at the end of July 
2022 compared to 55,491 during 
the same period in 2021, accord-
ing to the statistics issued by the 
National Centre for Statistics and 
Information (NCSI). 

The current year has seen an 
increased registration of SMEs 
with the Authority for Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SME) De-
velopment as to benefi t from the 
facilities off ered for the owners of 
SMEs by the government depart-
ments and major companies in 
the private sector.

NCSI data showed that the 
number of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) in the fi rst 
seven months of the current year 
increased to 16,800 against 6,822 
during the same period in 2021 
and from 2,396 registered in 2020. 

The increase in registrations 
refl ects the interest of the Omani 
youth in establishing their own 
projects at the time the statistics 
showed appreciable growth in the 
economic activities following the 
impacts of COVID-19 pandemic 
and on account of the attention 
accorded to SMEs sector by the 
various government departments 
and local banks fi nancing the 
sector.  The SMEs avail from the 
government facilities off ered to 
the sector and the return of eco-
nomic activities back to growth 
and the government endeavours 

to increase spending at the time 
the government allocated 10 per-
cent of the value of government 
tenders to SMEs.

The data showed that the num-
ber of SMEs exceeded 81, 0000 at 
the end of July 2022.

The number of SMEs in Muscat 
Governorate amounted to 27,400, 
representing 33.6 percent of the 
total SMEs registered. Followed 
by North Al Batinah Governorate 
at 12, 538 , Al Dakhiliayh Gover-
norate at 9,104, Dhofar Gover-
norate at 8,584, South Al Bati-
nah Governorate (5,975), North 
Al Sharqiyah (5,563), South Al 
Sharqiyah Governorate (4,928), 
Al Dhahirah Governorate (4,110) 
and Al Buraimi Governorate at 
1,617 SMEs, respectively.

Al Wusta Governorate came in 
the tenth place at 1,234 SMEs and 
Musandam Governorate in the 
11th place at 408 enterprises. 

- ONA
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US Justice Department releases 
affidavit that led to Trump search

WASHINGTON: The US Justice 
Department on Friday released a 
redacted version of the legal docu-
ment that allowed the FBI to seize 
classifi ed government records 
from former President Donald 
Trump’s Florida home.

The move was highly anticipated 
to shed more light on evidence that 
led to the unprecedented search.

US Magistrate Judge Bruce Re-
inhart, who had approved the war-
rant that led to the FBI’s search of 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence 
on August 8, had ordered the un-
sealing of the redacted affi  davit by 

noon (1600 GMT) on Friday.

What does the affi  davit say?
“The government is conducting a 
criminal investigation concerning 
the improper removal and storage 
of classifi ed information in unau-
thorized spaces, as well as the un-

lawful concealment or removal of 
government records,” the 32-page 
affi  davit began.

“The FBI’s investigation has 
established that documents bear-
ing classifi cation markings, which 
appear to contain National De-
fense Information (NDI), were 

among the materials contained in 
the FIFTEEN BOXES and were 
stored at the PREMISES in an 
unauthorized location,” the FBI af-
fi davit read.

According to the affi  davit, of-
fi cials found in those boxes 184 
classifi ed documents, including 25 

documents marked as top secret. 
Agents who inspected the boxes 
found sensitive information about 
government informants and intel-
ligence-gathering.

“There is probable cause to be-
lieve that additional documents 
that contain classified [informa-
tion] or that are Presidential re-
cords subject to record retention 
requirements currently remain 
at [Mar-a-Lago],” the FBI docu-
ment added.

“There is also probable cause to 
believe that evidence of obstruc-
tion will be found at [Mar-a-La-
go.],” the affi  davit continued.

Trump reacts
Trump has reacted with outrage to 
the publication of the redacted af-
fi davit. On the online service Truth 
Social, which he launched earlier 
this year, Trump accused the FBI 
and the Justice Department of a 
“total public relations subterfuge.”

The search in Florida marked 
a significant escalation in one of 
the many federal and state inves-
tigations Trump is facing from 
his time in office and in private 
business.

The Republican former presi-

dent had suggested he might run 
for the White House again.

The FBI action was part of a fed-
eral probe into whether Trump il-
legally removed documents when 
he left offi  ce in January 2021 after 
losing the presidential election to 
Democrat Joe Biden, and whether 
he tried to obstruct the govern-
ment’s investigation.

What is an affi  davit?
The affi  davit, a document that is not 
usually made public unless someone 
is charged with a crime, is a sworn 
statement outlining the evidence 
that gave the department probable 
cause to seek a search warrant.

Prosecutors had asked for the 
entire document to be sealed to 
protect the integrity of their ongo-
ing investigation, prompting me-
dia companies to fi le a legal chal-
lenge to get it released.

In his order on Thursday, Rein-
hart said the Justice Department 
had valid reasons to keep some of 
the document secret, including 
the need to protect the identities 
of witnesses and federal agents as 
well as the government’s investi-
gation and strategy and grand jury 
material. DW

The move was 

highly anticipated to 

shed more light on 

evidence that led to 

the unprecedented 

search

Russia burns large amounts of 
gas amid supply cuts to Europe
MOSCOW: Russia has been 
wasting vast amounts of natural 
gas while cutting its supplies to 
Europe, analysts from the Norwe-
gian energy consultancy Rystad 
Energy revealed on Friday.

Satellite images of the Por-
tovaya compression station show 
a huge fl are as large amounts of 
gas are burned off .

The facility is close to the bor-
der with Finland and is part of 
the network that feeds the Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline bringing gas 
into Germany. Flows through the 
pipeline have been reduced to just 
20% of its capacity.

Vast amounts of gas 
being burned
“Exact fl aring volume levels are 
hard to quantify but are believed 
to be at levels of around 4.34 mil-
lion cubic meters per day,” the 
consultancy said, adding that 
the fi gure “equates to 1.6 billion 
cubic meters on an annualized 
basis.”

Burning off  some gas or oil — 
known as fl aring — is a common 
practice, but the level being re-

corded is unusually high.
It was fi rst reported in Finland 

earlier in the month. Gazprom, the 
Russian energy giant, may have 
been burning off  €1,000-worth 
($998.70) of gas per hour for the 
past two months, according to Esa 
Vakkilainen, a professor at LUT 
University.

Environmental catastrophe
Vakkilainen also warned that this 
is “a big environmental problem, 
especially for the North Pole area 

where this soot has defi nitely an 
eff ect on global warming.”

“The fl aring is an environmen-
tal disaster with around 9,000 
tons of CO2 being emitted daily,” 
Rystad said.

Russia is the world’s fourth-
largest emitter of greenhouse 
gases and has set a goal of achiev-
ing carbon neutrality by  2060. But 
Gazprom has seen its gas output 
reduced by 13% since the invasion 
of Ukraine and the subsequent 
standoff  with the West.

“Although the exact reasons 
for the burning are unknown, the 
volume, emissions and location of 
the fl aring are a visible reminder 
of Russia’s dominance over Eu-
rope’s energy markets,” Rystad’s 
market analyst chief Sindre 
Knutsson told Spanish news 
agency EFE.

“The fl aring fl ame is highly vis-
ible, perhaps indicating that gas is 
ready and waiting to fl ow to Eu-
rope if friendly political relations 
resume,” the consultancy said. DW

G A S  B U R N I N G

Humanitarian situation 

in Afghanistan ‘a great 

tragedy’, says US envoy

KABUL: Rina Amiri, the US spe-
cial representative for Afghan 
girls, women and human rights, 
has described the humanitarian 
situation in Afghanistan as “a great 
tragedy” and urged the Islamic 
countries to raise their voice.“Rina 
Amiri, the US special representa-
tive for Afghan girls, women and 
human rights, called the humani-
tarian situation in Afghanistan 
“a great tragedy” and called on Is-
lamic countries, especially Saudi 
Arabia, to respect women’s rights 
and human rights in Afghanistan. 
to raise the voice,” TOLO News 
reported citing the Saudi Gazette 
newspaper. Amiri also said that 
women and girls have the right to 
education, work and public partic-
ipation and called on the Islamic 
Emirate to fulfi l the commitments 
of the Doha Agreement.

Recently, the UN Under-Sec-
retary-General for Humanitar-
ian Aff airs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Martin Griffi  ths had 
said that the situation of Afghan 
women and girls is regressing and 
also called out the Taliban for reo-

pening girls’ schools.
“Women and girls are facing 

alarming rollback on their rights,” 
said Martin Griffi  ths.

“Girls’ schools have been closed 
to female students for a year. One 
of the presidents of India has said 
that “Even if I die, don’t close 
girls’ schools because a generation 
will miss one day of education,” 
Khaama Press reported citing a 
student, Shabana. “I ask them to 
reopen schools, it is our right and 
we have to get our rights,” said Par-
wana, another student.

Previously, Amnesty Interna-
tional has said that women and 
girls have been stripped of their 
rights and face a bleak future, ac-
cording to Khaama Press.

“Arbitrary detentions, torture, 
disappearances, summary execu-
tions have returned as the order 
of the day. Women and girls have 
been stripped of their rights and 
face a bleak future, deprived of ed-
ucation or the possibility of taking 
part in public life,” Amnesty Inter-
national’s South Asia Regional Di-
rector, Yamini Mishra said. ANI

G R E A T  T R A G E D Y

Sweden, Finland, Turkey meet over NATO accession bids
ISTANBUL: Offi  cial representa-
tives from Turkey, Finland and 
Sweden met close to the Finnish 
capital on Friday in an attempt to 
advance the bids by the two Nor-
dic countries to join the NATO 
alliance.

Friday’s talks in the city of 
Vantaa were the fi rst since the 
three signed an agreement in 
Madrid in June.

Turkey is the only NATO mem-

ber to explicitly oppose Helsinki 
and Stockholm’s accession, claim-
ing they had imposed an arms 
embargo against Ankara while 
harboring individuals it deems 
“terrorists.”

Finnish Foreign Minister Pekka 
Haavisto described the meeting 
as setting out goals for coopera-
tion and establishing contacts as 
agreed in Madrid.

“The participants discussed 

the concrete steps to implement 
the Trilateral Memorandum and 
agreed that [the countries] will 
continue to meet at the expert lev-
el during the autumn,” his ministry 
said after the meeting.

Turkish presidential policy ad-
visor Ibrahim Kalin, who took part 
in the meeting on Ankara’s behalf, 
said that Stockholm and Helsinki 
were open to Turkey’s demands.

“Finland and Sweden have re-

newed their commitment to dem-
onstrate full solidarity and coop-
eration with Turkey in the fi ght 
against all forms and manifesta-
tions of terror,” Kalin’s offi  ce said 
in a statement.

June’s agreement set the way 
for the clearing obstacles, but 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan threatened to 
freeze the application process 
shortly afterward.  DW
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UN agency slams 
airstrike in Ethiopia 
that ‘hit kindergarten’

ADDIS ABABA: The United Na-
tions children’s agency UNICEF 
has denounced an airstrike that “hit 
a kindergarten” in Ethiopia’s Tigray 
region, leaving at least four people, 
including two children dead.

In a statement published Satur-
day, UNICEF Executive Director 
Catherine Russell said that the 
agency  “strongly condemns” the 
air strike that took place a day be-
fore in Mekele, the capital of the 
northern Tigray region.

Russell stressed that the chil-
dren of Ethiopia are at risk once 
again amid the escalating violence 
and called all parties to “agree to an 
immediate cessation of hostilities.”

“Yet again, an escalation of vio-
lence in northern Ethiopia has 
caused children to pay the heavi-
est price. For almost two years, 
children and their families in the 
region have endured the agony 
of this confl ict. It must end,” her 
statement said. 

Friday’s strike came days af-
ter fi ghting between government 
forces and Tigrayan fi ghters re-
sumed in the region’s southern 
border. Putting an end to a fi ve-

month truce.
Until the strike on Friday, fi ght-

ing was mostly taking place near 
Tigray’s southeastern border.

The Ethiopian air force has 
been accused of hitting the resi-
dential area in which the kinder-
garten was situated, claims the 
government denied.

Addis Ababa said it was “tar-
geting only military sites” and ac-
cused the Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front (TPLF) —  the militia 

that is at the heart of the bloody 
confl ict and controls the region —  
of staging civilian deaths.

Tigray Television,   controlled by 
the regional authorities, quoted 
witnesses as saying that a kinder-
garten called Red Kids Paradise was 
hit during the raid and aired graphic 
images following the attack.

The broadcaster claimed that 
seven civilians, among them three 
children, were killed in the attack.

In November 2020, Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed or-
dered a government off ensive in 
Tigray, in response to an attack on 
a military base.

A battle of attrition began with 
fi ghting spreading to the neigh-
boring regions of Afar and Am-
hara a year ago.

In November last year, Tigray-
an forces marched towards Addis 
Ababa, but were pushed back by 
another government off ensive.

A ceasefi re was announced in 
March, with the government de-
claring a humanitarian truce.

Fighting in Tigray has killed 
thousands of civilians and dis-
placed millions. The confl ict has 
also pushed parts of the region 
into famine conditions. DW

The strike came 

days after fi ghting 

between government 

forces and Tigrayan 

fi ghters resumed

World looking up to 

India’s development 

model: Speaker Om 

Birla in Canada
HALIFAX: The “Indian model of 
development” is being seen as an 
ideal model by countries across 
the world, Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla said while highlighting the 
aspirations and achievements of 
the ‘New India’.

Birla led a parliamentary delega-
tion to the 65th Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference held 
here. “Spoke about aspirations-
achievements of New India. Men-
tioned that the Indian model of 
development is being seen as an 
ideal model by other countries. 
Impressed by their enthusiasm 
to contribute to their host coun-
try,” he tweeted while wrapping 
up his visit to the north American 
country. During his address to the 
diaspora, Birla stressed that as In-
dia is celebrating the 75 years of 
Independence or Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav and that Indian and Ca-
nadian youth should join hands, 
exchange knowledge, skills and 
experiences for the development 
of both countries.

“Proud to note that Indian Dias-
pora is wearing Bharatiya Sanskar 
on their sleeves,” he said.

As he left Canada, the Lok Sabha 
Speaker thanked the presiding of-
fi cers of both the Houses of Canadi-
an Parliament for successfully or-
ganizing the 65th Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference and for 

extending warm hospitality.
On Thursday, Birla had said 

that the IT revolution has played 
a signifi cant role in empowering 
democracy in a vast country like 
India. He made this remark while 
addressing the workshop on “A 
People’s Parliament: Accessibility 
through Innovation”.

Observing that the hopes and 
aspirations of people in a parlia-
mentary democracy are expressed 
through the Parliament, Birla 
opined that people see the Parlia-
ment as a medium of transforma-
tion in their socio-economic status.

“Therefore, as the supreme rep-
resentative body, it is the respon-
sibility of the Parliament to act 
according to the expectations and 
aspirations of the people,” he said. 
Birla urged delegates to build a 
prosperous, inclusive and enlight-
ened society so that the benefi ts of 
development could reach the last 
person in the queue.

Speaking on the successful dem-
ocratic system in India, Birla said, 
“The people in India have consist-
ently reposed their faith in demo-
cratic institutions through free 
and fair elections in the 75 years 
since independence. The increas-
ing voter turnout in the elections 
has proved that the people con-
sider democracy as the best form 
of governance.” ANI

I N D I A N  M O D E L  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T

US donates 3,000 metric tonnes of food for Sri Lankan children

COLOMBO: The United States 
through the US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and in part-
nership with Save the Children, 
donated 320 metric tonnes of 
split yellow peas as a part of 3,000 
metric tonnes of food to nourish 
school children across Sri Lanka.

“This donation from the Ameri-

can people targets the most vul-
nerable Sri Lankans, children and 
enables them to focus on their 
schooling rather than on their 
hunger. Every nourishing meal 
will be a testament to the U.S.’s 
commitment to helping all Sri 
Lankans emerge from the worst 
economic crisis since the coun-

try’s independence,” Ambassador 
Julie Chung said as quoted in the 
statement released by US Embas-
sy in Sri Lanka on Friday.

Ambassador Chung, Sri Lanka’s 
Education Minister Susil Pre-
majayantha, and representatives 
from the Ministry of Health, the 
National Planning Department, 

and Save the Children attended 
the handover ceremony.

The shipment is part of the 
USDA McGovern-Dole Interna-
tional Food for Education and 
Child Nutrition Program, a fi ve-
year USD 26 million projects 
aimed at providing immediate 
emergency assistance. ANI

F O R  S C H O O L C H I L D R E N

Death toll from fl oods 
nears 1,000 in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Nearly 1,000 
people have been killed dur-
ing devastating fl oods caused 
by monsoon rains that have hit 
much of Pakistan since June, of-
fi cials said Saturday.

The new death toll was an-
nounced a day after Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif declared an 
emergency and asked for inter-
national help in responding to 
the disaster.

Rescuers have struggled to 
evacuate thousands of people left 
marooned by the fl oods, and the 
rainy season still has another two 
weeks to run.

What is the latest on 
the ground?
The National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority said the death 
toll had increased by 45 over the 
24 hours into Saturday.

Many rivers in northwest-
ern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa — a 
picturesque province of rugged 
mountains and valleys — have 
overfl owed in the past few days, 
sweeping away entire buildings, 
including an iconic hotel.

A local resident told The As-
sociated Press that road access 
from Kalam Valley to the rest of 
the province and both power and 
communications were down.

The sheer volume of water de-
stroyed the gates of a major water 
control system at the Swat River, 
leading to fl ooding in the districts 
of Charsadda and Nowshera, said 

Sania Safi , a top administrator in 
Charsadda.

In Sukkur, over 1,000 kilom-
eters (600 miles) south of Swat, 
farmlands irrigated by the Indus 
were under water, and tens of 
thousands of people were seek-
ing shelter on elevated roads and 
highways.

An offi  cial in Baluchistan said 
all 34 districts of the impov-
erished province in Pakistan’s 
southwest were badly aff ected, 
with road networks destroyed 
and bridges washed away. 

More evacuations ordered
On Saturday, authorities or-
dered thousands of residents 
in threatened areas to evacuate 
their homes as rivers were close 
to bursting their banks and as the 
rains were expected to continue 
this week.

“Initially some people refused 
to leave, but, when the water level 
increased, they agreed,” Bilal 
Faizi, spokesman for the Rescue 
1122 emergency service, told the 
AFP news agency. DW

D E V A S T A T I N G  F L O O D S
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India start their title 
defence with match 
against Pakistan

ABU DHABI: India is set to kick 
off  their Asia Cup title defence 
against arch-rivals Pakistan in 
Dubai on Sunday and revenge will 
be on the mind of players after 
suff ering a humiliating defeat the 
last time these Asian giants col-
lided on cricket pitch.

So far, both sides have locked 
horns on nine occasions in T20I 
matches. India has an edge over-
all, with wins in seven matches 
out of these. Pakistan has won 
only two. But the last time these 
two met was during the ICC T20 
World Cup 2021, in which India 
suff ered a humiliating ten-wicket 
defeat. Left-arm pacer Shaheen 
Afridi destroyed the Indian top 
order with two quick strikes. Con-
tributions from then-skipper Vi-
rat Kohli (57) and Rishabh Pant 
(39) took India to 151/7 in their 20 
overs, but knocks from Moham-
med Rizwan (79*) and Pakistani 
skipper Babar Azam (68*) meant 
that Men in Blue succumbed to a 
shocking defeat.

India will be looking forward 
to putting up a big fi ght this time 
around. They have been in fantas-
tic form as of late, having defeated 
England and West Indies in their 
respective territories in ODI and 
T20I series. They are also the 

number one side in T20Is.
For this, it will be extremely vi-

tal for skipper Rohit Sharma, star 
batters Virat Kohli and KL Rahul 
to be at peak of their powers and 
showcase the brutality with their 
willow that has earned them mil-
lions of fans. All eyes will be on 
Rohit and Virat to regain their 
best form and play a match-win-
ning knock.

India’s middle order has been 
seeing a rise of new stars. Surya-
kumar Yadav and Deepak Hooda 
are two exciting strikers who can 
attack from ball one. 

These two hitters have their 
chance to etch their names in his-
tory in this match against their 
arch-rivals. Experienced middle-
order batters/all-rounders like 
Hardik Pandya and Rishabh Pant 
will also be looking forward to car-
rying on the fi ne form they are in.

Indian bowling attack has a lot 
of depth. In absence of lead pacer 
Jasprit Bumrah, all eyes will be 
on Bhuvneshwar Kumar to lead 

the attack. He has been superb 
for India in T20Is this year, espe-
cially during powerplays, a phase 
in which India will look up to him 
for early strikes. Youngsters Arsh-
deep Singh and Avesh Khan will 
have their chance to make an im-
pact as well.

In the spin department, veter-
ans Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Ravindra Jadeja will be leading 
the attack. They along with Yuz-
vnedra Chahal and youngster 
Ravi Bishnoi will have to com-
plement the pace attack well and 
bamboozle Pakistanis with their 
deliveries.

Coming to Pakistan, they are 
the third-ranked side in ICC T20I 
rankings and are not to be taken 
lightly. Their top order has two in-
form batters in Babar Azam and 
Mohammed Rizwan. These two 
are Pakistan’s best as far as T20Is 
are concerned but the side has to 
make sure that they are not reliable 
just on them and collapse if these 
two underwhelm with the bat.

Other batters/all-rounders like 
Fakhar Zaman, Asif Ali, Haider 
Ali etc will have to contribute 
with the bat with the same energy 
and effi  ciency as their top batters 
if they are to pose a big challenge 
to the Men in Blue.

In absence of left-arm pacer 
Shaheen Afridi, Pakistani pace at-
tack has taken a big dent. Yet an-
other pacer Mohammed Wasim 
was also ruled out due to injury 
on Friday. Injuries have put pres-
sure on young pacers like Naseem 
Shah, Haris Rauf. Veteran Hasan 
Ali is also back in the mix. Mo-
hammed Hasnain has also been 
brought to the squad as a replace-
ment for Shaheen. 

Pakistan, reputed over the 
years of producing some of the 
fi nest bowlers ever, has its chance 
to give a proof of its pace great-
ness here in absence of its leader.

Spinners Usman Qadir will also 
have to deliver something really 
brilliant to trap the world-class 
Indian batting lineup. ANI

India has an edge 

overall, with wins in 

seven matches out of 

these. Pakistan has 

won only two

Lewandoski and 
Haaland to face 
former clubs
ISTANBUL: The draw for the 
Champions League, the holy grail 
of football was drawn in Turkey on 
August 25. The fans will get to wit-
ness the fi nest clubs in the world 
playing for the coveted trophy with 
some great matchups on the cards.

Hamit Altintop (former Turk-
ish football player) and Yaya Toure 
(a former Ivorian football player) 
drew from the team pots to deter-
mine the teams in diff erent groups. 
This year’s Champions League 
draw features some extremely ex-
citing draws.

Barcelona has been drawn 
against Bayern Munich in the 
2022-23 Champions League group 
stages, which means Robert Le-
wandowski will play against his 
former club, while Manchester 
City’s Erling Haaland will face 
off  with his former club, Borus-
sia Dortmund. Lewandowski left 
Bayern Munich bitterly in July to 
join Barcelona in a EUR50 million 
deal, and the two clubs have been 
drawn together in Group C. Haal-
and had left Borussia Dortmund 
for a EUR60 million deal to join 
Premier League team, Manchester 
City in June.

Due to the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar, which begins in Novem-
ber, this season’s Champions 
League group stage will be played 
over a shorter period of time of 
nine weeks rather than the usual 

12 weeks.
The knockout stages of the com-

petition will begin on February 14, 
2023, one year later than what was 
the trend in previous years.

On June 10, 2023, the fi nal will 
be held at Istanbul’s Ataturk Olym-
pic Stadium. The list of the various 
teams that will feature in the eight 
groups are:

Group A - Ajax (Netherlands), 
Liverpool (England), Napoli (Ita-
ly), Rangers (Scotland).

Group B - FC Porto (Portugal), 
Atletico Madrid (Spain), Bayer 
Leverkusen (Germany), Club 
Brugge (Belgium).

Group C - Bayern Munich (Ger-
many), Barcelona (Spain), In-
ter Milan (Italy), Viktoria Plzen 
(Czech Republic).

Group D - Eintracht Frankfurt 
(Germany), Tottenham Hotspur 
(England), Sporting CP (Portugal), 
Marseille (France).

Group E - AC Milan (Italy), Chel-
sea (England), FC Salzburg (Aus-
tria), Dinamo Zagreb (Croatia).

Group F - Real Madrid (Spain), 
RB Leipzig (Germany), Shakhtar 
Donetsk (Ukraine), Celtic (Scotland).

Group G - Manchester City 
(England), Sevilla (Spain), Borus-
sia Dortmund (Germany), FC Co-
penhagen (Denmark). Group H 
- Paris Saint-Germain (France), 
Juventus (Italy), Benfi ca (Portu-
gal), Maccabi Haifa (Israel). ANI

C H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E

FIFA lifts AIFF ban, India to 

host U-17 Women’s World Cup

ZURICH: International Fed-
eration of Association Foot-
ball (FIFA) on Friday lifted the 
suspension from the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) with 
immediate eff ect citing “FIFA 
U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022 
scheduled to take place on Oc-
tober 11-30 2022 can be held in 
India as planned.”

“Under these circumstances, 
the Bureau of the Council decid-
ed on August 25, 2022 to lift the 
suspension of the AIFF with im-
mediate eff ect. As a consequence, 
the FIFA U-17 Women’s World 
Cup 2022™ scheduled to take 

place on October 11-30 2022 can 
be held in India as planned,” FIFA 
said in a statement. 

“Finally, as foreseen in the de-
cision of the Bureau of 14 August 
2022, a further communication to 
the AIFF will follow shortly with 
respect to the next steps to be 
taken towards holding elections. 
Kindly take note that FIFA and 
the AFC will continue to monitor 
the situation and will support the 
AIFF in organising the elections 
in a timely manner,” the state-
ment added.

The decision was taken after 
FIFA received confi rmation that 

the mandate of the committee of 
administrators that was set up to 
assume the powers of the AIFF 
Executive Committee had been 
terminated and that the AIFF 
administration had regained full 
control of the AIFF’s daily aff airs.

FIFA and the AFC will con-
tinue to monitor the situation 
and will support the AIFF in or-
ganising its elections in a timely 
manner.

As a consequence, the FIFA 
U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022 
scheduled to take place on Octo-
ber 11-30, 2022 will be held in In-
dia as planned. ANI

B A N  L I F T E D

Former heavyweight boxing champion 
George Foreman accused of assault
LOS ANGELES: A lawsuit fi led 
in Los Angeles alleges that former 
Olympic gold medalist and two-
time world heavyweight boxing 
champion George Foreman sexu-
ally assaulted at least two women 
in the 1970s, loca media reported 
on Friday.

The two women accused 
Foreman of abusing them when 
they were teenagers and below 
the age of consent in the 1970s, 
KABC-TV, the West Coast fl ag-
ship station of the ABC network, 
reported.

The lawsuit, fi led on Wednes-
day in the Los Angeles Superior 

Court, does not identify Foreman 
by name, but identifi es the alleged 
abuser as a former professional 
heavyweight boxer who defeated 
Joe Frazier in 1973 to become 

the heavyweight champion of the 
world, said the report, adding that 
Foreman became champion after 
defeating Frazier on Jan. 22, 1973.

Foreman, 73, has denied the al-
legations in a statement to ABC 
News, alleging people are “trying 
to extort millions of dollars each 
from me and my family.”

According to the report, Fore-
man said in the statement that 
he will work with his lawyers to 
“fully and truthfully expose my 
accusers’ scheme and defend my-
self in court. I don’t pick fi ghts, 
but I don’t run away from them 
either.” Xinhua
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INDIA’S FOREX RESERVES
India’s foreign exchange (forex) reserves 
dipped by $6.687 billion to $564.053 
billion for the week ended August 19, the 
lowest level in more than two years, due 
to a sharp drop in foreign currency assets 
as the RBI continues to intervene in the 
currency markets to defend the rupee.

FINANCING OPTIONS
In line with its customer-centric vision of 
off ering the best services and facilities to 
benefi t its customers, Bank Muscat, the 
leading fi nancial services provider in the 
Sultanate, has announced the availability 
of fi nancing options with special reduced 
rates for fi rst-time borrowers. 

Al Maha acquires 45% stake 
in Al Hael Ceramics Company 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Al Maha Ceramics (Al 
Maha) has announced the acquisi-
tion of a 45 per cent stake in Al Hael 
Ceramics Company (Al Hael). 

Al Maha was founded in 2006 
and is one of the largest ceramic 
tiles manufacturers in Oman. It 
produces around 6 mil sqm of tiles 
annually and exports its tiles to 
over 15 countries. 

Al Hael is the largest manu-
facturer of tiles and porcelain in 
Oman with a capacity to produce 
up to 18 mil sqm of tiles annually.  
Al Hael manufacturing plant was 
completed in 2019 with an invest-
ment of around OMR40 million. 
The factory has state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facilities and its 
equipment has been purchased 
from the leading Italian equip-

ment manufacturer, SACMI. Al 
Hael can produce tiles of a large 
variety of sizes including the larg-
est sizes in demand by the market.

As part of the transaction, Al 
Maha will also operate Al Hael 
for fi ve years, with a possibility of 
extending for another fi ve years, 
thereby allowing Al Hael to benefi t 
from Al Maha’s extensive experi-
ence in the production and sales 
of tiles. In return, Al Maha will 
receive OMR 120,000 as a service 
fee in the fi rst 2 years and in subse-
quent years it will be entitled to 10 
per cent of the net profi ts. 

The GCC market of fl oor and 
wall tiles is estimated to grow at an 
annual rate of 6 per cent between 
2022-2028 CAGR and reach 328 
mil sqm and $4.1 billion in rev-
enues by 2028. 

The market demand in Oman for 

tiles is currently estimated to be 
around 40 mil sqm per annum and 
valued at around $550 mil. Oman’s 
tile market is expected to grow to 
65.5 million sqm by 2028 and gen-
erate revenues of $1 billion.

Al Maha and Al Hael will have 
a total combined capacity to pro-
duce over 24 mil sqm in porcelain 
and ceramic tiles. It will become 
one of the largest tiles produces in 
the GCC and the only producer of 

porcelain tiles in Oman. 
It will therefore be in a favour-

able position to serve Oman and 
the GCC demand for ceramic and 
porcelain tiles.

Al Maha plans to start produc-

ing its fi rst tiles in the Al Hael fac-
tory in November 2022. The fac-
tory is expected to create over 300 
jobs and will support Oman’s Vi-
sion 2040 in diversifying Oman’s 
economic activity.

As part of the transaction, Al Maha will 

also operate Al Hael for fi ve years with a 

possibility of extending for another fi ve 

years, thereby allowing Al Hael to benefi t 

from Al Maha’s extensive experience in the 

production and sales of tiles

CCED boosts telecommunications 
at camps in Eastern Central Oman 
Times News Service

MUSCAT: CC Energy Develop-
ment (CCED), in collaboration 
with Omantel, has delivered 4G 
GSM Services through its most 
recent telecommunication infra-
structure upgrade in its operating 
blocks. 

This upgrade includes a 60m 
tall telecommunication tower 
and a fi bre optic cable to camp fa-
cilities located in Eastern Central 
Oman. The construction of the 
tower also serves the local com-
munity by providing enhanced 
mobile services.

The telecommunication infra-
structure hosts various services 
from both major service provid-
ers in the Sultanate, including the 
previously hosted Ooredoo 4G+ 
Service as well as the recent intro-
duction of Omantel 4G services. 

This infrastructure utilises 
modern information processes 
to transfer real-time operational 
data which advances remote fi eld 
management. 

Muna Al Badi, Head of Informa-
tion and Communication Tech-
nology at CCED said, “Delivery 
of this major Telecommunication 
Infrastructure in our blocks, is 
part of our strategy to drive digital 
transformation; this infrastruc-

ture supported Omantel 4G Ser-
vices at our camp facilities as well 
as other major upgrades of ser-
vices. We believe that the telecom 
services have direct and indirect 
benefi ts to our operations and the 
community at large. For example, 
with the internet, mobile apps, 
VoIP and other means of commu-
nication, our team can exchange 
information in real-time and stay 
connected to our partners and cli-
ents. Having these technologies in 
place, can also reduce operational 
costs, and increase productivity 

across all departments.”
Given the high demand for tel-

ecom services in the Sultanate, 
CCED previously built telecom-
munication infrastructure in its 
Blocks 3 and 4. This addition off ers 
the local community improved 
connectivity, while also support-
ing the government’s eff orts to 
ensure better access to informa-
tion, encourage innovation and 
promote e-learning.  

Since the beginning of its op-
erations in 2007, CCED has been 
focused on community and peo-

ple development by utilising the 
latest technologies and off ering 
its team the best facilities and ser-
vices to excel. 

The new telecommunication 
tower also contributes to the de-
velopment of the area by optimiz-
ing network coverage and pro-
viding opportunities for telecom 
operators to accelerate the rollout 
of new wireless technology. The 
company is committed to continu-
ally improving day-to-day operat-
ing processes, while also benefi t-
ing the local community.

E N H A N C I N G  O P E R A T I O N S

ahlibank off ers cashback to its credit cardholders at Shell

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In a continued eff ort 
to off er value-added benefi ts and 
services to its customers, ahlibank 
has once again teamed up with 
Shell Oman Marketing Company 
(Shell Oman) to provide all its 
credit card holders with an excit-
ing cashback off er. 

Scheduled to run for 5 days each 
month till the end of the year 2022, 
the promotion off ers all ahlibank 
credit cardholders 20 per cent 
cashback when fuelling or shop-
ping in Shell service stations and 
Select shops with a maximum cap 
of OMR10 per customer.

Commenting on the promotion, 
Muneer Al Balushi – AGM- Head 
of Retail Distribution, ahlibank, 
said, “Our role as one of the Sul-
tanate’s leading banking institu-
tions requires us to develop off ers 
and services that meet customer 

needs over time. This will enable 
us to fulfi l their intention to utilise 
their credit cards in the best way 
possible. Such off ers enhance our 
customers’ loyalty and give them 
added value.” 

“We are pleased to announce 

this off er, which will help us 
strengthen relationships with ex-
isting clients and build relation-
ships with new ones. With the 
launch of the latest promotional 
off er, ahlibank is demonstrating its 
leadership in providing innovative 

banking reward programs and so-
lutions that meet the diverse needs 
of its customers,” he added. 

The cashback campaign refl ects 
the bank’s commitment to its 
growth strategy by creating prod-
ucts and services that off er value-
added benefi ts to the customers 
and help consolidate its position in 
the market as one of Oman’s lead-
ing and most trusted banks.

The bank continues to off er a 
comprehensive suite of services, 
modern technology, and innova-
tive solutions across its branches 
in Oman. 

All its product off erings and ac-
count types aim to achieve its cus-
tomers’ targets and consolidate its 
position in the market. 

The bank off ers top-class re-
tail, commercial, and investment 
banking solutions in line with its 
vision of being a vibrant and inno-
vative centre of banking.

V A L U E - A D D E D  B E N E F I T S

Trend Micro to 
accelerate digital 
agendas of Oman’s 
small to medium-
sized enterprises
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Trend Micro Incor-
porated, a global leader in cyber-
security solutions, announced 
the launch of a strategic initia-
tive to bolster the cyber security 
stance of small and medium-
sized businesses (SMBs) in 
Oman, through its Worry-Free 
services– a suite of SMB-specifi c 
security solutions. 

The company aims to strength-
en the nation’s SMBs in their 
digital transformation journeys 
through dedicated cybersecurity 
to protect them in the modern-
day digital era.

“SMBs are crucial compo-
nents of the country’s economic 
development, as they generate 
job opportunities and cultivate 
an environment of innovation 
transforming the way citizens 
live and work,” says Assad Arabi, 
Managing Director, Gulf Cluster, 
Trend Micro, “This is why small-
er organisations need to operate 
and grow their businesses with 
the support of stronger cyber-
security strategies that protect 
their digital agendas against the 
rapidly evolving threat land-
scape. We at Trend Micro remain 
committed to helping Oman’s 
SMBs reach greater milestones 
and safely navigate through to-
day’s digital challenges by pro-
viding them with our expertise 
and services to secure their fu-
ture endeavours.” 

According to Trend Micro’s 
Annual Cybersecurity Report 
for 2021, the company’s security 
solutions detected and blocked 
over 4 million email threats, and 
more than 4.6 million URL vic-
tim attacks throughout Oman. 
Additionally, 700,607 malware 
attacks were identifi ed and 
stopped. And as the country tran-
sitioned into remote work, Smart 
Home Network (SHN) solutions 
shielded home devices and pre-
vented 581,119 SHN events. With 
the threat landscape consistently 
evolving, these fi gures show that 
businesses need to adopt mul-
tilayered solutions to be able to 
protect their operations in to-

day’s day and age.
Trend Micro’s Worry-Free 

Services suite is a cutting-edge 
cybersecurity solution that 
provides complete threat pro-
tection across endpoints. Ad-
ditionally, the combination of 
high-fi delity machine learning 
and an in-depth detection algo-
rithm provides superior protec-
tion against ransomware and 
advanced attacks. Trend Micro 
Worry-Free XDR can perform 
detailed investigations and re-
spond quickly due to the AI-
powered, automatic data corre-
lation across endpoints, servers, 
cloud, networks, and email. It 
is a single solution that relieves 
overworked IT staff  by providing 
multi-layered security and mak-
ing it an ideal platform for SMBs 
to safeguard their operations.

C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y  S O L U T I O N S

The company aims to 

strengthen the nation’s 

SMBs in their digital 

transformation journeys 

through dedicated 

cybersecurity to protect 

them in the modern-day 

digital era
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Bank Muscat offers special interest 
rates for its first-time borrowers

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In line with its cus-
tomer-centric vision of off ering 
the best services and facilities to 
benefi t its customers, Bank Mus-
cat, the leading fi nancial services 

provider in the Sultanate, has an-
nounced the availability of fi nanc-
ing options with special reduced 
rates for fi rst-time borrowers. 

The special rates are meant 
for customers with salaries 
OMR1,000 and over who have ei-

ther recently opened an account 
with Bank Muscat or those Bank 
Muscat customers who have ac-
counts but have not availed of any 
loan facilities before. Customers 
should be employed in govern-

ment, quasi-government or ap-
proved private sector (Tier 1) or-
ganisations to be eligible. 

Bank Muscat launched the spe-
cial off er after extensively analys-
ing customer feedback and loan 

booking data, which is once again a 
demonstration of its commitment 
to customer-centricity. Available 
to employees of government and 
quasi-government institutions as 
well as select private-sector (Tier 
1) companies, the special off er in-
cludes highly-competitive interest 
rates of 4.25 per cent for Baituna 
Home Loans and 4.5 per cent for 
Personal Finance for loan tenors 
over 48 months. 

The bank added that customers 
can visit its Baituna sales centres 
in Qurm, Mabelah, Barka, Sohar, 
Saham, Sur, Ibra, Nizwa, Ibri, 
Buraimi and Salalah or any Bank 
Muscat branch across Oman for 
more information as well as to 
apply for Baituna. Baituna, which 
is well known for its prompt 
processing, documentation and 
prompt disbursal, can be used to 
construct or purchase new homes 

as well as to buy land for residen-
tial construction. The bank off ers 
Baituna Home Loans for up to 
OMR500,000 and up to 25 years to 
eligible customers.

At the same time, customers 
who require personal fi nance can 
visit their nearest Bank Muscat 
branch with the required docu-
ments including a salary transfer 
letter from their employer and 
their ID cards, which will en-
sure speedy processing of their 
applications. Financing up to 
OMR200,000 is available to cus-
tomers based on the fulfi lment of 
the eligibility criteria.

As the leading fi nancial services 
provider in the Sultanate for the 
last four decades, Bank Muscat 
has the largest banking network 
in Oman with 146 retail bank-
ing branches and over 800 ATMs, 
CDMs and FFMs.

The special rates are meant for customers 

with salaries OMR1,000 and over who have 

either recently opened an account with Bank 

Muscat or those Bank Muscat customers who 

have accounts but have not availed of any 

loan facilities before

India’s forex reserves 

slump by $6.68 billion 

to hit two-year low

MUMBAI: India’s foreign ex-
change (forex) reserves dipped 
by $6.687 billion to $564.053 bil-
lion for the week ended August 
19, the lowest level in more than 
two years, due to a sharp drop in 
foreign currency assets as the RBI 
continues to intervene in the cur-
rency markets to defend the rupee.

As per the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s weekly statistical supple-
ment, foreign currency assets, 
which are the biggest component 
of the forex reserves, fell by $5.779 
billion to $501.216 billion during 
the week ended August 19. 

This is the third weekly fall in 
the country’s forex reserves. The 
forex reserves had slumped by 
$2.238 billion during the week 
ended August 12.

India’s foreign currency assets 
had declined by $2.652 billion to 
$506.994 billion during the week 
ended August 12.

Expressed in US dollar terms, 
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the eff ect of appreciation or 
depreciation of non-dollar cur-
rencies like the Euro, UK’s Pound 
Sterling and Japanese Yen held in 
the foreign exchange reserves.

For the week ended August 19, 
all components of the country’s fo-
rex reserves declined.

The value of gold reserves fell 
by $704 million to $39.914 billion 
during the week under review.

The value of India’s Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs) with the 
International Monetary Fund de-
clined by $146 million to $17.987 
billion during the week under re-
view, the RBI data showed.

India’s reserve position in the 
International Monetary Fund de-
clined by $58 million to $4.936 bil-
lion during the week ended August 
19, as per the RBI Weekly Statisti-
cal Supplement. -ANI

F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E  R E S E R V E S

China’s industrial performance continues 

recovery, despite marginal profi ts decline
BEIJING:  China’s industrial 
performance has continued its re-
covery momentum, even though 
industrial profi ts edged down as a 
result of multiple factors, the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
said Saturday.

Major industrial fi rms, each 
with annual business revenue of 
at least 20 million yuan (about 
$2.92 million), saw their profi ts 
fall 1.1 per cent year on year in 
the fi rst seven months of 2022, to 
reach 4.89 trillion yuan, data from 
the NBS showed.

The combined revenues of 
these fi rms sustained a faster 
growth pace during the period, 
rising 8.8 per cent year on year to 
76.57 trillion yuan.

A total of 16 out of 41 major in-
dustries saw growth in profi ts in 
the January-July period, and 14 
of them reported growth of over 5 
per cent.

NBS senior statistician Zhu 
Hong highlighted the recovery of 
the equipment manufacturing in-
dustry and the uptick of industrial 
profi ts of the automobile manu-
facturing sector, as supply and 
production chains are resuming, 
and pro-consumption policies 
such as the car purchase tax cuts 
are taking eff ect.

In July, the profi ts of the equip-
ment manufacturing industry in-
creased 6.8 per cent year on year, 
up 2.7 percentage points com-
pared with the growth registered 
in June and rebounding for three 

consecutive months.
Automobile manufacturing was 

one of the industries that saw the 
fastest profi t growth, reporting a 
sharp profi t surge of 77.8 per cent 
in July, up 30.1 percentage points 
from June.

As China took stronger steps 
to ensure the energy supply, the 
expansion of the coal and crude 
oil output, as well as energy pro-
duction, has driven up the profi t 
growth of related industries, ac-
cording to Zhu.

From January to July, profi ts of 
the coal mining sector jumped 1.05 

times from the same period last 
year, which contributed 10.3-per-
centage-point growth to the profi ts 
of major industrial fi rms.

The raw material manufac-
turing industry weighs the most 
heavily on overall industrial prof-
its, Zhu said. In the fi rst seven 
months, the profi ts of the indus-
try plunged 21.6 per cent year on 
year, expanding by 7.6 percentage 
points compared with the drop in 
the fi rst half.

More eff orts are needed to con-
solidate the recovery, said Zhu, 
citing reasons including relatively 

higher costs for businesses, sof-
tening market demand in certain 
sectors, increasing operating 
pressure, as well as a more com-
plex global landscape.

For the next stage, Zhu high-
lighted the importance of en-
suring the smooth operation of 
production and supply chains, 
expanding eff ective investment, 
boosting consumer demand, and 
strengthening support for enter-
prises, to create more favourable 
conditions for the sustained and 
steady recovery of the industrial 
economy. -Xinhua

E C O N O M I C  W A T C H

PRODUCTION LINE: Workers operate on a production line at an assembly workshop of CRRC Zhuzhou 

Locomotive Co., Ltd. in Zhuzhou, central China’s Hunan Province. – Xinhua

Germany, Denmark sign deal to ramp up renewable energy

BERLIN: German Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock on Fri-
day signed a deal with Denmark to 
boost investment in hydro and wind 
power, on the same day German 
electricity prices hit a new record.

Baerbock, who is in Copen-
hagen for talks with her Danish 
counterpart Jeppe Kofod, said 
the renewable energy partnership 
was a “very ambitious” invest-
ment in future generations.

Green electricity and hydrogen 
should become “central anchors 
for a more climate-neutral and 
sovereign Europe,” Baerbock said.

The visit also included talks on 
security and defence cooperation.

What is included in the 
deal with Denmark?
The two countries will seek to 
“dramatically upscale” wind farm 
projects in the North and Baltic 
Seas, a statement from Germany’s 
Foreign Ministry said, along with 
plans to use wind energy to pro-
duce green hydrogen which can 
then be piped to Germany.

A statement from Germany’s 
Foreign Ministry said while Den-
mark has an abundance of renew-
able energy sources, its hydrogen 
needs are expected to be far lower 
than its neighbour to the south.

As Europe’s largest economy 
phases out fossil fuels, it will in-
creasingly need hydrogen to pow-
er its heavy steel and chemical 
industries.

The ministry said the neigh-
bours would begin a dialogue 
on building the infrastructure 
required to transport hydrogen 
through pipes between Denmark 

and Germany. The commitment 
also includes plans to cooperate 
on carbon capture and storage to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

In a video message before the 
talks, Baerbock said the Baltic Sea 
can produce “more than twice the 
installed capacity of all German 
coal-fi red power stations.”

She said Denmark is a “role 
model” for Germany, which seeks 
to reduce its reliance on Russian 
energy following Moscow’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Renewable energies make up 
70 per cent of the mix of elec-
tricity generation in the Nordic 
country. Germany has nearly 30 
off shore wind farms in the Baltic 
and the North Sea and plans for 
several more.

German electricity prices 
rise 10-fold in a year
Friday’s deal signing came as elec-
tricity prices in Germany soared 

to a new record.
The year-ahead contract soared 

to €850 ($850) per megawatt 
hours (MWh) —  a stark contrast 
from €85 last year.

Energy prices continue to sky-
rocket as European countries 
spur demand to avoid possible 
cuts to their natural gas supply 
from Russia. Moscow has reduced 
deliveries and there are fears of 
more drastic cuts over winter in 
retaliation for Western sanctions 
over the war in Ukraine.

Baerbock hit back at Russia’s 
tactic, saying that using energy 
supply as “a weapon of war is an 
absolute breach of the rules to 
bring about social division.” That is 
why it is so important for EU states 
to stand together when it comes to 
energy supply, she added.

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholtz has set a date of 2045 for 
the country to achieve net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions, the 

earliest of any major industrial-
ised nation.

To meet the goal, his govern-
ment has said it would close 
coal-fi red power plants that were 
reactivated during the war in 
Ukraine and end imports of Rus-
sian oil and coal. The country will 
also aim to stop using Russian gas 
within the next two years.

On July 1, Germany assumed 
the one-year rotating presidency 
of the Council of the Baltic Sea 
States. The intergovernmental fo-
rum for regional cooperation con-
sists of the European Union and 
10 member nations: Denmark, Es-
tonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland 
and Sweden.

Russia was suspended from the 
council following the invasion of 
Ukraine. Moscow said later it had 
pulled out altogether, accusing the 
body of turning into “an anti-Rus-
sian tool.”-DW
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Our findings refute 
the idea that growing 
up with brothers or 
sisters causes us 
to develop certain 
personality traits in 
the long term that are 
considered ‘typically 
female’ or ‘typically 
male’ in a society,” 
explains Dr Julia 
Rohrer
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STUDY SUGGESTS BROTHERS, 
SISTERS SHAPE CHARACTER 

LESS THAN THOUGHT
The fi nding of an in-

ternational study 
by researchers 
from Leipzig Uni-

versity, the University of Zu-
rich and Victoria University 
of Wellington, New Zealand 
shows that our personality 
as adults is not determined 
by whether we grow up with 
sisters or brothers. 

The results have now 
been published in the re-
nowned journal “Psycholog-
ical Science”.

Siblings play a central 
role in childhood, and so it 
seems reasonable to assume 
that they infl uence each oth-
er’s personalities in the long 
term. In fact, psychological 
research has been dealing 
with the question of what 
diff erence it makes whether 
people grow up with sisters 
or brothers for more than 
half a century.

Scientists have repeat-
edly investigated whether 
brothers and sisters infl u-
ence the extent to which 
their siblings adopt tradi-
tional “gender-conforming” 
characteristics, i.e. charac-
teristics that are considered 
“typically male” or “typically 
female” in society. There are 
many assumptions and also 
contradictory fi ndings on 
this, which is due in part to 
the fact that earlier studies 
were often based on limited 
and not very robust data.

In order to shed light on 
the previously inconsistent 
data situation, a team of re-
searchers has now analysed 

data from more than 80,000 
adults from nine countries, 
including Germany and the 
US, but also Mexico and 
China, for example. This 
was made possible by vari-
ous national longitudinal 
studies that systematically 
collect information about 
people over decades, includ-
ing their living conditions 
and personality traits de-
termined in various ways. 
Statistical analysis of this 
data showed across 
national borders 
that personality 
traits such as 
risk-taking, 
emotional 
stability, 

conscientiousness and pa-
tience are not systematically 
related to sibling gender.

“Our findings refute the 
idea that growing up with 
brothers or sisters causes us 
to develop certain person-
ality traits in the long term 
that are considered ‘typical-
ly female’ or ‘typically male’ 
in a society,” explains Dr 
Julia Rohrer, one of the au-
thors of the paper. “Overall, 
current research suggests 
that siblings have a surpris-
ingly small impact on per-
sonality in adulthood. For 
example, previous studies 
by our research group here 
in Leipzig show that sibling 
position - that is, whether a 

person is a firstborn or a 
sandwich child, for ex-

ample — also does not 
play a major role in 
personality.”

However, the 
results of the new 
study do not mean 
that sibling gender 

does not play a role 
at all in long-term life 

paths. Economic stud-
ies have shown that in 

the US and Denmark, 
women with brothers 

earn less when employed. 
“So there do seem to be 

some interesting dynamics 
here that are related to 

gender,” says Rohrer. 
“But personality is 

probably not part 
of the explana-

tion for such 
e f f e c t s . ” 

-ANI

Siblings play a 
central role in 
childhood, and so it 
seems reasonable 
to assume that 
they infl uence each 
other’s personalities 
in the long term.
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Annual weigh-in in 
ZSL London Zoo
A keeper weighs 

penguins during 

the annual weigh-

in in ZSL London 

Zoo in London, 

Britain. Animals 

in the ZSL London 

Zoo were weighed 

and measured on 

Thursday. The 

statistics will be 

shared with zoos 

across the world. 

Xinhua

International Dog Day 
celebrated in Canada
People gather with 

their dogs during an 

event celebrating the 

International Dog Day 

in Vancouver, British 

Columbia, Canada. 

Xinhua

Fire site in Georgia 
forest area
Picture shows a fi re 

site in the forest area of 

the central resort town 

of Borjomi, Georgia. 

Xinhua

‘Beyond the Moonlit 
Door’ art installa-

tion show opens in 
Kuala Lumpur
People pose for 

photos as they visit 

the ‘Beyond the 

Moonlit Door’ art 

installation show 

during a media 

preview at Kwai 

Chai Hong in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Xinhua

China-aided 
pilot project sets 
good example for 
poverty alleviation 
in Cambodia’s rural 
areas 
Aerial picture shows 

the Tanorn village 

in Doung commune 

of Bati district in 

Takeo province, 

Cambodia. 

Xinhua

92nd Lisbon Book Fair kicks off  in Portugal
People visit the 92nd Lisbon Book Fair at the 

Parque Eduardo VII in Lisbon, Portugal. The 

92nd Lisbon Book Fair kicked off  at the Parque 

Eduardo VII in Lisbon on August 25 and will 

run until September 11. 

Xinhua

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia 
Bhatt during the promo-
tion of their fi lm ‘Brah-
mastra Part One: Shiva’
Bollywood actor Ranbir 

Kapoor and his wife and 

actress Alia Bhatt pose 

for a picture with the fans 

during the promotion 

of their upcoming fi lm 

‘Brahmastra Part One: 

Shiva’, at Mehboob 

Studios, in Mumbai. 

ANI Photo

Frankfurt organises 
Museumsuferfest to 
celebrate cultural, 
museum landscape
People visit the 

Museumsuferfest in 

Frankfurt, Germany. 

Frankfurt organised 

the Museumsufer-

fest to celebrate its 

cultural and museum 

landscape from Au-

gust 26 to August 28. 

On both the north-

ern and southern 

banks of the Main, 25 

museums keep their 

doors open until late 

at night. In addition 

to museums, numer-

ous catering stands, 

sculptures, paintings 

and installations will 

be on display on the 

riverbank. 

Xinhua
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DROUGHT:
What is it and what can we do about it?

AFTER a summer of ex-
treme heat and scarce 
rain leading to parched 
forests and farmland, 

scientists have warned that Eu-
rope is facing its worst drought 
in at least 500 years.

The assessment, which is 
based on preliminary fi ndings 
published by the European Com-
mission’s science and knowledge 
service this week, comes as low 
river levels disrupt shipping and 
hydropower generation.

And Europe is not the only 
place aff ected. According to the 
UN, an estimated 55 million 
people globally are directly im-
pacted by droughts every year. 
Africa is the most aff ected con-
tinent, accounting for 44 per 
cent of drought events around 
the world. 

Although scientists know they 
are becoming more frequent, in-
tense and longer-lasting as a re-
sult of climate change, droughts 
can be tricky to predict and 
monitor.

So what exactly 
is drought?
In a nutshell, drought refers to 
a period of drier-than-normal 
conditions caused by lack of 
precipitation.

They are complex phenomena 
that can last for weeks, months 
or even years, and often have 
huge implications for people and 
economies. Scientists generally 
divide drought into four catego-
ries. What’s known as meteoro-
logical drought happens after a 
prolonged period of dry weather 
patterns and below-average rain 
and snowfall. When levels sub-
sequently drop in streams, rivers, 
reservoirs and groundwater, a hy-
drological drought is occurring.

Agricultural drought happens 
when the lack of moisture in the 
soil starts to aff ect plants and 
crops. And fi nally, when water 
shortages impact the supply and 
demand of goods, for example, 
by disrupting shipping or energy 
production, that’s socioeconom-
ic drought.

Oldrich Rakovec, a scientist at 
the Helmholtz Centre for Envi-
ronmental Research in the Ger-
man city of Leipzig, says often, 
but not always, all four of the 
above scenarios can play out — 
as is the case with the current 
drought in Europe.

“But usually a meteorologi-
cal drought starts fi rst,” he said. 
Rainfall records are normally the 
fi rst sign of drought, and it might 
take some time before that leads 
to shrinking rivers or stressed 
vegetation.

At what point do dry 
conditions offi  cially 
become drought?
Scientists monitor drought us-
ing different indices represent-
ing precipitation, the health of 
vegetation and moisture in the 
soil, among other things. When 
conditions cross the threshold 
of what is considered to be nor-
mal — based on long-term data 
— then it’s clear a drought has 
begun, said Rakovec. Likewise, 
a drought event is over when 
conditions return to their usu-
al state.

Germany’s Drought Monitor 
at the Helmholtz Centre for En-
vironmental Research assesses 
agricultural drought by tracking 
moisture in the soil. According 
to its model, a drought has be-
gun when soil moisture reaches 
a level seen in only 20% of years 
over a long time period.

In the drought assessment 
published by the European Com-
mission this week, researchers 
used the Combined Drought In-
dicator that measures precipi-
tation, soil moisture and stress 
on plants to conclude that the 
current event appeared to be 
the worst in fi ve centuries. The 
report also said almost half of 
Europe’s territory had reached 
a warning level for drought — 
meaning a clear defi cit of soil 
moisture — while 17 per cent was 
in a state of alert, meaning veg-
etation had also been aff ected.

Recovery and 
future resilience
A region’s ability to recover will 
depend on just how severe and 
prolonged a drought is. And 
whether enough rainfall eventu-
ally arrives to soak the soil, re-
charge groundwater and replen-
ish reservoirs — in other words, 
to return conditions to their nor-
mal state.

Andrea Toreti, senior research-
er with the European Commis-
sion’s Joint Research Centre, 
said withstanding droughts will 
require improving water man-
agement practices in collabora-
tion with local users and limiting 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above 
pre-industrial levels.

“In the medium to long term, 
what we have to do is to, on a 
world scale, cut greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate eff ectively 
and reduce the risk of additional 
warming,” he said.

Rakovec stressed there was 
also a need “for new technologi-
cal developments to mitigate the 
eff ects of extreme droughts.”

On a regional scale, establish-
ing large water reservoirs, such 
as underground storage systems, 
could help retain water for times 
of need. Smart irrigation tech-
nologies that target the roots 
of crops can also reduce water 
waste and keep plants healthy. 
Rakovec said breeding more 
heat-resistant crops could limit 
losses during droughts.

Planting mixed forests rather 
than monocultures is also a good 
idea, as diverse species are better 
at holding water and surviving 
drought.

Ultimately, Europe will 
need to adapt to extremes, said 
Rakovec. - DW

Unlike other extreme 

events such as 

wildfi res and fl oods, 

droughts often creep 

up slowly, causing 

immense damage 

by stealth. So what 

qualifi es as a drought? 

And what can we do to 

safeguard against it?
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Renault Koleos allows owners to 
elevate their everyday adventure

MUSCAT: Renault Koleos eff ort-
lessly blends refi ned luxury with 
functionality off ering business 
class comfort for everyday ad-
venture. Owners say it is a vehicle 
that off ers the discerning driver a 
unique experience that combines 
innovative technology, unequalled 
comfort and uncompromising 
safety to perfectly serve all of their 
top-end vehicle expectations.

The 2022 Renault Koleos SUV 
is engineered to demand attention 
and make heads turn. Off ering off -
road capability with its all-wheel 
drive transmission, Renault Ko-
leos stands out with its assertive 
exterior design and enhanced in-
terior comfort. With its athletic 
profi le, robust front end, roomy 
seats, taut lines underscored with 
chrome, Renault Koleos allows 
owners to take their journey with 
confi dence. Featuring a powerful 
and effi  cient new engine and more 
on-board technologies Renault 
Koleos fully embodies the values 
of the top of the Renault line-up.

The 2022 Renault Koleos also 
comes with additional features, such 
as rich acoustics with the BOSE au-
dio system, lighting options, mul-
timedia, navigation, Bluetooth and 
driving assistance systems in addi-
tion to easy park assist.

Renault Koleos has been captur-
ing everyone’s attention in Oman 
with its charismatic, features rich 
and packed with safety attributes. 
If you are looking for a spacious 
SUV with elegant styling and un-
paralleled four-wheel drive tech-
nology, Renault Koleos is the car 
to buy.

Afrah Al-Kharusi from Nizwa 
is fascinated with the brand’s easy 
trunk access and hand-free func-
tion. She says, “The model features 
powerful, effi  cient engines, safety 
attributes and on-board technolo-
gies. The SUV is marked for its 
fuel effi  ciency and infotainment 
options too. With a sensor located 
under the bumper, all you need is 
a simple gesture with your foot to 
open the boot with ease. It is very 
practical when your hands are 
full when returning from offi  ce or 
shopping. I also like its 8.7” touch-
screen navigation with R-Link2 
system & Bose sound, 5 colour am-
bient lighting.”

The model’s spacious cabin 
inspired Taamir Al Hinai from 
Muscat into buying a Renault 

Koleos. “Renault Koleos has a 
2,705 mm wheelbase – for a to-
tal vehicle length of 4,673mm – 
counts amongst the longest in the 
class and allows Koleos to boast 
record-breaking interior space 
to position itself as a D-segment 
SUV,” Taamir says.

Sabeel Al Mashari from Muscat 
says, “Renault Koleos stands out 
with its assertive exterior design 
and enhanced interior comfort. 
The wide-ranging suite of driver-
assistance systems and infotain-
ment options it off ers make it a 
top brand.”

Sohail Al Jabri, who loves to go 
on adventure drives, loves Renault 
Koleos All mode 4x4-i technology. 
“One can get off  the beaten track 
with Renault Koleos any time. It’s 

all mode 4x4-i technology, swap 
between 2WD mode, Auto mode 
and 4x4 (lock) mode is really im-
pressive. It off ers an ideal balance 
of torque between the front and 
rear wheels for perfect grip in all 
circumstances,” he adds.

Sameer Zedjali from Rusayl 
likes Renault Koleos for its strong 
and high-end design, comfort and 
outstanding performance. He says, 
“Koleos extends a variety of fea-
tures that are among the most ca-
pable in the market. I particularly 
like its blind sport warning with 
fl ank protection warning, auto 
park assists and remote start en-
gine with timer option.”

A spokesperson for Renault 
Oman, from the house of Suhail 
Bahwan Automobiles, said, “Well-

defi ned edges make the overall pro-
fi le of the 2022 Koleos appear solid 
and athletic and is one of the most 
prominent features in this new ver-
sion. A great combination of power 
and refi nement, the Koleos makes 
its presence felt with large shoulders 
and muscular side panels that are 
further enhanced by a robust fron-
tend; broad, smart-looking tires; and 
a distinctly large wheelbase.”

The all-mode 4x4-i transmis-
sion results in a car that promises 
owners all the power and comfort 
they would require on the road. The 
engine can be switched between 
two- and four-wheel driving giving 
drivers the liberty and fl exibility to 
choose their own experience.  

The car is engineered to mir-
ror the comfort of being home, 

with spacious leg space, ventilated 
memory seats, a breathable cabin. 

With a choice of colours for 
the seats, owners can choose 
what defi nes them the best — for 
a roomier feeling, one can opt 
for lighter shades, while darker 
ones can be picked for more as-
sertive looks. The 2022 Koleos 
also comes with all-new black 
titanium trims that replace its 
predecessor’s wooden trims.

The car’s ambient lighting, Ap-
ple CarPlay/Android Auto con-
nectivity, R-LINK 2 all make for a 
memorable drive each time. The 
2022 Renault Koleos is certainly a 
notch above when it comes to con-
temporary SUVs that set out to of-
fer a bit of everything to cater to all 
customers, no matter their drives.

Renault Koleos particularly 
amazes car enthusiasts who value 
distinctive design, advanced tech-
nology, high reliability and supe-
rior performance. Koleos exudes 
elegance with its strong lines and 
signature Renault design cues. The 
carefully sculpted bonnet on the 
Koleos fl ows seamlessly from the 
stylish, chrome-highlighted grille 
to the sweeping taillight design.

Renault Koleos LE model has 
LED fog lamps with chrome bor-
ders, new 19-inch Kavea alloy 
wheels and resplendent new front 
grill. The Renault Koleos SE has 
been augmented with Sand Grey 
leather seats, tilt adjustment front 
headrests, one touch easy folding 
rear seats with two step reclining 
and power seats, electric power 
seats for driver and passenger, 
18-inch Argonaute two tone alloy 
wheels, auto folding rear view mir-
rors with door lock, auto-dimming 
rear view mirror. It also supports 
Apple car play and android auto.

At the rear, Renault’s trademark 
style is again prominently on dis-
play. The wide, horizontal tail 
lights amplify the impression of 
width (1,843mm) and draw the eye 
to the Renault logo on the tailgate. 
Chrome inserts set into the lower 
part of the rear bumper take the 
shape of twin exhaust tail pipes, a 
detail that is complementary with 
Koleos’ overall exterior design.

The 2022 Renault 

Koleos SUV is 

engineered to 

demand attention and 

make heads turn

BinSina Pharmacy Group opens 

fl agship outlet at Mall of Oman

MUSCAT: Renowned UAE-based 
pharmacy group BinSina, an-
nounced its foray into the Oman 
market with the launch of its fl ag-
ship outlet at the Mall of Oman.

The state-of-the-art pharma-
cy’s grand opening began with a 
ribbon-cutting by Dr Ibrahim Bin 
Nasser Al Rashdi, Assistant Direc-
tor General of medical supplies at 
the Ministry of Health Oman. Of-
fi ciated by Dr Doaa Marouf, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer of Al Khayyat 
Investments (AKI) Pharma, the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was fol-
lowed by a presentation, photo-
shoot and tour of the pharmacy for 
guests and the media.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the pharmacy’s grand opening, Dr 
Doaa Marouf stated, “Our ongo-
ing success allows us to continue 
growing and expanding our net-
work of pharmacies in the GCC, 
and with that opportunity, we 
bring our innovative and modern-
ised approach to managing phar-
macies and customer experiences 
to the people of Oman. Particularly 
those residing and working in the 
vicinity of Mall of Oman.”

“Our fl agship outlet off ers a 
complete range of products and 
services. We couple these products 
and service off erings with a strong 
team of experienced pharmacists, 

who will deliver personalized ser-
vices and a more holistic approach 
to wellness to our customers in 
Oman”, he added.

Strategically located in the cen-
tre of the city at the Mall of Oman 
in Baushar, BinSina is a trusted 
brand that promotes good health 
and wellness. The Pharmacy is 
located on the Mall of Oman’s 2nd 
Floor (Shop J14); and dispenses a 
wide range of products and spe-
cial off ers including healthcare, 
vitamins and supplements, over-
the-counter (OTC) medicines, 
personal care, baby care, skincare, 
cosmetics, fi tness, homecare, and 
health foods. It is staff ed by expe-

rienced trained pharmacists who 
will serve the community in Mus-
cat and neighbouring areas.

BinSina is one of the leading 
pharmacies in the UAE with a 
growing network of more than 
120 outlets. Established in 1965, 
as part of Ibn Sina Group Phar-
macies (LLC) and Al Khayyat In-
vestments, BinSina is UAE’s fi rst 
pharmacy chain that brings more 
than 57 years of expertise from 
the world of health, wellness and 
beauty. Focusing on a communi-
ty’s ever-growing needs, BinSina 
works with brands and partners, to 
off er quality products that aim at 
promoting a healthy lifestyle.

U A E - B A S E D  P H A R M A C Y

Continental Tyres launches 

exciting new campaign 
MUSCAT: Customers buy-
ing Continental Tyres can now 
look forward to getting free Lulu 
vouchers on cash purchases. 

On purchase of 4 passenger car 
tyres, customers will get a free 
Lulu shopping voucher worth 
OMR5, instantly and on purchase 
of 4 Ultra High-Performance 
tyres or Four Wheel Drive tyres, 
customers will get a free Lulu 
shopping voucher worth OMR10, 
instantly. The off er is valid un-
til September 29. (Off er only for 
DOT 2022 from Saud Bahwan 
Group tyre retail outlets and au-
thorised dealers.)

Continental tyres is renowned 
across the world for its reliability 
and dependability. 

Manufactured with world-
class German tyre technology 
Continental has developed tyres 
that off er higher mileage, better 
fuel effi  ciency, improved braking 
on wet surfaces, and high levels of 
safety and comfort. 

What separates Continental 
tyres from the rest is their inno-
vative designs and special tread 
patterns. Revolutionary features 
like Asymmetrical Tread Pattern, 
Bionic Contour, Flat Belt Concept 
and Advanced Silica Technology 
result in performance that’s yet 

to meet its match internationally.
Continental is also seriously 

committed to the tuning market. 
For Continental, it’s a highly tech-
nical & emotional experience. 

An experience that pushes the 
limits of possibility in a way that 
no tyre has done before as tuning 
means enhanced safety - because 
what’s safe for very high speeds 
is especially safe for everyday 
motoring. Continental produces 

conversion sizes precisely match-
ing the requirements of its cus-
tomers. After all, a unique vehicle 
deserves unique tyres.

In Oman, the distributor for 
Continental tyres is Arabian En-
gineering Services – TBA Divi-
sion (Tyres, Batteries and Allied 
Products) a part of the renowned 
Saud Bahwan Group, which pro-
vides a nationwide service net-
work for its customers.   

P R O M O T I O N





https://download.thawani.om/

	A00A - 7Thawani
	A01
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B03
	B04
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	C08A - WeFix
	e-paper back-full size



