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OMAN CONDEMNS
TERRORIST ATTACK
IN EGYPT

Muscat - Oman has
condemned the terrorist
attack that targeted
Egyptian Armed Forces
west of Sinai in Egypt on
Saturday.

A statement issued by
the Foreign Ministry said,
‘The ministry expresses the
Sultanate of Oman's
solidarity with the sisterly
Arab Republic of Egypt and
its support for the
measures it is taking to
maintain its security and
stability. The terrorist
attack targeted one of the
water pumping stations
which is located west of
Sinai. It resulted in the
death and injury of a
number of members of the
Egyptian Armed Forces.’

The ministry expressed
its sincere condolences and
sympathy to the families of
the victims and to the
government and people of
Egypt, wishing the injured a
speedy recovery.

Student startup creates
crowdfunding platform

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Eleven Omani students have cre-
ated the first Omani platform to
facilitate crowdfunding and help
entrepreneurs and businesses to
source investments.

Named Semsar, the startup
by students of University of
Technology and Applied Sci-
ences in Sohar, was recently
showcased at the Injaz Oman
exhibition.

Ibtihal al Yahmadiyah, one of
the members of the startup, in-
formed that the platform aims to
create an environment suitable
for investment and facilitate the
investment process, linking en-
trepreneurs and investors in an
easy and smooth manner.

“Semsar operates on a crowd-
funding system that was ap-
proved in Oman in November
2021," Ibtihal said.

She described it as the first
Omani platform facilitating

crowdfunding with an all-Omani
staff and management team.
“Semsar provides strong support
for sourcing funds and works in
several fields, including biotech-
nology, artificial intelligence, fi-
nance, entertainment, industry,
retail, logistics, healthcare, edu-
cation, commercial technology

and hospitality.”

The platform targets entre-
preneurs looking to raise capital,
investors who want to put their
money in successful projects, as
well as jobseekers eager to work
in the field of investment and en-
trepreneurship.

“The platform will soon be

(Supplied photo)

available on mobile phones, and
the process of completing in-
vestment operations will be 100
per cent electronic without
human intervention. We are also
working on being a finance
source for commercial projects
in Oman and the other Gulf
countries,” Ibtihal said.

TRA to measure
fixed broadband
performance

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Telecommunications Regu-
latory Authority (TRA) plans to
measure the performance of
fixed broadband services in the
sultanate.

To this end, the authority is
inviting qualified companies to
submit bids for the tender ‘Fixed
Broadband Performance Meas-
urement Programme’.

Technical and financial pro-
posals are to be submitted sepa-
rately, TRA stated in the tender
document.

The last date for submission
of bids is May 17.

According to Speedtest by
Ookla, a world leader in analysis
of Internet access performance
metrics, Oman’s fixed broad-
band is ranked 77th in the world
with a download speed of
43.91Mbps and upload speed of
17.30Mbps.

Earlier in February this year,

TRA and Ookla had a collabora-
tive arrangement as part of the
authority's aim to leverage the
latest technologies to gauge mo-
bile and fixed broadband per-
formance across Oman.

The collaboration will help
drive network improvements in
Oman, delivering significant new
value to local mobile operators
who build the networks and con-
sumers who rely on them.

“Ookla’s unique data insights
will help TRA identify weak spots
and consequently guide network
operators to improve their net-
works, in turn creating a better
experience for people in Oman,”
said Ahmed Hassan al Haddabi,
executive manager of TRA's
Strategic Planning Unit.

“We look forward to leve-
raging Ookla's data to assist
us in making informed decisions
to advance Oman's ranking in-
ternationally in support of the
government’'s Oman Vision
2040."

At the peak of summer, date fruits ripen and fall to the ground, staining footpaths. To prevent this, Muscat Municipality has contracted a
landscaping company and launched a drive across Muscat to bag the fruits on palm trees to keep the city clean (Syed Fasiuddin/Muscat Daily)

TO KEEP CITY CLEAN

E-registration for Hajj starts
today: MARA

Schools solar energy projects
save 40% in electricity bills

Oman-India bilateral trade
surges in 2021

FIFA World Cup Trophy to
arrive in Oman on May 13

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of the FIFA World Cup
Trophy Tour, the iconic trophy
will arrive in Oman on May 13,
according to Oman Football As-
sociation.

A statement issued by the as-
sociation said, ‘For the first time
inits history, the FIFA World Cup
Trophy will come to Oman on
May 13. Fans across the sultanate
will be able to see the renowned
trophy.’

The association urged football
fans not to miss the opportunity
‘to get up close and personal with
the original trophy and click pic-
tures’.

Many enthusiasts welcomed
the announcement. Speaking to
Muscat Daily, Marhoon al Saidi, a
private sector employee, said,
“Football is an industry now, and
the sultanate hosting the trophy
is an opportunity for the world to
learn about Oman'’s civilisation
and its archaeological sites. We
must take advantage of this op-
portunity to promote Oman in
terms of tourism and the econ-
omy by attracting investors and

ALI AL SHEYADI

increasing national income.’
Sultan al Rawahi, a private
sector employee, said, “l am very
happy and excited to see the
World Cup Trophy and take pho-
tos with it. | hope the concerned
authorities take advantage of this
opportunity to promote Oman."”
According to Rawahi, Oman

should host big ticket sporting
and cultural events in the future.
“| hope that we will take advan-
tage of the khareef season in
Salalah to host a friendly interna-
tional match - maybe between
France and Spain - to promote
Omani tourism.”

Ali al Sheyadi, former captain
of Suwaig's Muntaser, described
the tour of the trophy in Oman
as a 'historic moment and evi-
dence of the sultanate's global
standing'.

“We must take advantage of
this moment to promote Oman,”
Sheyadi said.

"Hosting the trophy is recog-
nition of the fact that the sul-
tanate is able to organise big
tourism and sports events. The
sultanate has already succeeded
in organising many world sailing
and equestrian championships. |
hope we host a major event in
football too.”

The 2022 World Cup in Qatar
will kick off on November 21 at
the Al Thumama Stadium when
Senegal takes on the Netherlands
in a Group A fixture. Thirty-two
teams will compete in eight
groups.

ROP, family of Omani citizen appeal
for information on missing person

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Royal Oman Police (ROP) and
the family of Mohammed bin
Nasser bin Mohammed al Maa-
mari from the wilayat of Sur are
seeking information on him.
Maamari has been missing since
April 28.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Maamari's father said, “My son,
30 years old, went out in his rub-
ber boat to the sea on April 28.

Mohammed al Maamari

He has not returned until now.
He loves to fish and knows diving
and swimming well. | request
anyone with any information on
his whereabouts to contact us.”

Maamari's father can be con-
tacted on 99810454/ 92117266.

ROP has also called on all to
assist in locating Maamari.
‘Those who know anything about
him are kindly requested to con-
tact the Police Operations Cen-
tre at 9999 or the nearest police
station,’ ROP stated.
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E-registration for
Hajj starts today

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Awgaf and Reli-
gious Affairs (MARA) has an-
nounced that citizens and
residents of Oman who wish to
perform Hajj this year can regis-
ter starting from May 9 to 14 via
the electronic system for pil-
grims.

The ministry stated that reg-
istration will be done through the

link www.hajj.om directly during
the specified period. The system
provides three ways for direct
registration - by entering civil
number, mobile number or 1D
card, if the phone number and
personal ID card are supported
by the electronic PKI.

MARA had earlier announced
that Oman'’s quota for this year's
Haijj is 6,338 pilgrims, a reduction
of 45 per cent due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

(Supplied photo)

SAYYID EADR RECEIVES 5ENVOYS

H E Sayyid Badr al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, welcomed
ambassadors of Switzerland, Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Armenia and Coéte d'lvoire to Oman and received copies of their
credentials on Sunday. H E Sayyid Badr wished the envoys success
in performing their duties, and further progress and development in
the bilateral relations between Oman and their respective countries

Solar energy projects
in schools save 40%in
electricity bills

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to develop
schools and spread awareness
on the importance of clean en-
ergy, the Ministry of Education
(MOE) has installed

more than 500 ¢
panels in tv
schools in Burainmr
governorate.

Asim bin Ab-
dullah al Alawi
from the Projec
Department of M
informed that the solar
energy project in suraimi is im-
portant for the ministry, having
initiated it in 2017.

A total of 246 solar panels
were installed on car park
shades, with a production capac-
ity of 106kW, in the Sultanate
School, and 300 panels, with
production capacity of 120kW, in

Sultan Qaboos School.

The installed panels are of dif-
ferent shapes and sizes,
equipped with highly efficient en-
ergy-generation systems and the
ability to self-clean.

According to Alawi, the solar

energy  projects  in
»ols have con-
buted to a 40 per
:ent reduction in
slectricity  bills,
while increasing
students' aware-
3ss of the impor-
e of renewable
energy, in addition to
creating job opportunities for
entrepreneurs who own small
and medium enterprises.

“The solar energy projects im-
plemented by the ministry in var-
ious governorates aim to
diversify clean energy sources in
cooperation with local compa-
nies,” Alawi added.

COVID-19 UPDATE

FREE
CLASSIFIED

LISTING

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for individuals in the following categories:

Situations Wanted/Accommodation Wanted or Available/Sale of Household Items/
Car for Sale or Wanted/Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35)

Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

147 cases reported in 10 days

Muscat - The Ministry of Health (MoH) has announced that 147
new cases of COVID-19 were registered in the last ten days. One
COVID-19 related death was reported in this period, while 243
patients recovered, taking the total number of recoveries in the
sultanate to 384,486. The recovery rate now stands at 98.8 per
cent.

'The total number of cases in Oman has now increased to
389,273, and the total number of deaths to 4,259," MoH stated.

Twenty-three COVID-19 cases were admitted to health insti-
tutions in the last ten days and currently, there are 14 patients in
hospitals, including three in intensive care units across the sul-
tanate.
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The Diana Award introduced to inspire youth in Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has joined the ongoing
celebrations of Mental Health
Awareness Month in May. To
create more awareness on men-
tal health and encourage young-
sters to engage in social work,
The Diana Award was intro-
duced at the National Museum
on Sunday.

Addressing a gathering at the
launch, H H Sayyida Basma al
Said, founder of Whispers of

Serenity Clinic and organiser of
the event, said, "l have had the
honour of being the first and only
Arab judge for this prestigious
award. The event is for the youth
and by the youth with the aim of
establishing a world full of com-
passionate young people.”

She described Princess Diana
as being one of the strongest role
models for many. “Lady Diana
said that young people have the
potential to change the world
and this has been the aim of the
award. The art of giving back is

the need of the hour; we must
dare to be different. The princess
taught us the importance of giv-
ing back to society, mainly in the
field of mental health. The award
is designed to honour as well as
carry her legacy forward, includ-
ing in Oman,” H H Sayyida
Basma said.

The Diana Award was
launched in 1999 to inspire
young people to service their
communities. Awardees are
given access to a unique devel-
opment programme which aims

to further increase their already
proven capacity for innovation,
leadership and social change.

Present at the event were
Tessy Ojo, CEO of The Diana
Award Charity, and Dr Yvonne
Thompson, founder and presi-
dent of WinTrade Global
Women.

“Introducing  The Diana
Award will spark the minds and
hearts of young people to create
positive change in their commu-
nity. The youth are the hope of
our future, now is the right time

to publicly recognise our young
change-makers,” Tessy said.

She presented examples from
different parts of the world of
youngsters and expressed how
The Diana Award supports
them.

In reference to recent global
developments, Yvonne, who has
been working with women in
business for the last two
decades, said, "It is time we take
responsibility and stand in soli-
darity with the less fortunate
ones in Palestine and Ukraine.”

3.7mn sqm of greenery
planned in S Batinah

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ninety-five environmental per-
mits were issued to individuals in
South Batinah in 2021.

A statement issued by Envi-
ronment Authority (EA) said, ‘Of
the 95 permits issued, 71 were for
logging and 24 for raising wildlife.
Additionally, permits were also
issued for cultivation and distri-
bution of nearly 13,000 wild
seedlings.’

According to Salim bin Said al
Maskari, director of the Environ-
ment Department in South Bati-
nah, the authority is working to
establish green spaces in the gov-
ernorate with the possibility of
converting these into investment
opportunities in partnership with
the community and the public

(Supplied photo)

and private sectors. This plan is
part of the national initiative to
plant 10mn wild tree seedlings in
ten years that started in January
2020.

The Environment Department
in South Batinah has secured
three plots of land of approxi-
mately 3.7mn sgm for green
areas in Al Aragi in the wilayat of
Rustaqg, among others.

In 2021, the authority held 128
awareness programmes ad-
dressing issues such as the need
to limit cutting trees and diving
activities in the Daymaniyat Is-
lands Nature Reserve.

Maskari emphasised the sig-
nificance of community coopera-
tion to preserve the environment,
including beach cleaning cam-
paigns and reporting environ-
mental violations.

Child abuse app gets good
response from Oman, GCC

Our Correspondent
Muscat

An app developed and made in
Oman with the aim of safe-
guarding children from abuse
has received good response
not only in the sultanate, but
the other GCC states, besides
Jordan and Egypt. The app -
named Ziad and Zina - teach-
es children tc
deal with situa-
tions of abuse
through fun ga-
mes and has
been downloa-
ded several
hundred times
outside Oman.

Committed
to children's right to a safe and
happy childhood, Whispers of
Serenity Clinic and the ‘Not
Alone’ campaign launched the
app recently in cooperation
with MB Group.

Available in PlayStore and
iStore, the app is currently in
Arabic. It offers various situa-
tions to users, who can choose
to play as a boy (Ziad) or a girl
(Zina). It tests children's intel-

ligence, impromptu response,
decision-making skills, in-
stincts and cleverness, while
training them to deal with
awkward or challenging situa-
tions when left alone.

“The app teaches children
how to respond to dangerous
situations with potential abuse
and the importance of telling
their parents of these situa-
tions. Users are
presented scen-
arios of danger-
ous interactio-
ns with strange-
rs, such as what
to do if a stran-
ger asks them to
step into a car or
approached in a
park and asked to go some-
where with them. Children
score points in the game by
making the right decision in
these scenarios,” said Iman al
Barwani, co-founder of the app.

She informed that the app
was very popular in Oman
when launched. Currently
there is a steady increase in
downloads from other GCC
and some Arab countries.
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Oman-India bilateral trade surges in 2021

Our Correspondent
Muscat
The bilateral trade between

Oman and India recorded robust
growth in 2021 and both coun-
tries are now aiming to further
strengthen their economic coop-
eration and boost trade and in-
vestment. Oman's  non-oil
exports to India reached
US$1.2bn in 2021, a jump of 172
per cent when compared to 2020
figures.

The sultanate's imports from
India hit US$2bn in 2021, record-
ing a 94 per cent growth on 2020,

according to a statement issued
by the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion.

Led by H E Qais bin Mo-
hammed al Yousef, Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion, a high level
Omani trade and investment del-
egation will head for India on
Tuesday to participate at the 10th
Oman - India Joint Commission
Meeting in New Delhi. This an-
nual gathering aims to further de-
velop trade and investment links
between Oman and India. The of-
ficial visit program of high-level

meetings and events will com-
mence with H E Yousef address-
ing an Oman - India B2B
networking session on May 11 at
the Leela Palace Hotel in New
Delhi, according to a press state-
ment.

Joining the New Delhi delega-
tion include senior representa-
tives from Oman Investment
Authority, Public Authority for
Special Economic Zones and Free
Zones and Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry as well
as Omani companies from the
construction, manufacturing, re-
tail, automotive, renewable en-

H E Qais al Yousef

ergy, pharmaceutical and tourism
sectors.

Speaking ahead of the depar-
ture, H E Yousef emphasised the
importance of trade and invest-

ment missions in promoting
Oman'’s world-class goods and
services in international markets
as well as the many investment
opportunities open to foreign in-
vestors in Oman. He said, “On
this visit we look forward, in par-
ticular, to sharing the potential of
the pro-business and investment
environment flourishing in Oman
under the guidance of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
and the possibilities that have al-
ready opened up in the sultanate
as a result of Oman Vision 2040,
our framework for development
and growth.”

Noting that this year marks
India’s 75 years of independence,
a period in which the country has
become a global business leader
and a US$3tn plus economy, H E
Yousef expressed his delight to be
visiting New Delhi at this time to
congratulate the Indian people in
person and to engage with gov-
ernment and business officials on
growing economic ties.

“Holding this Joint Commis-
sion Meeting at this time presents
a real opportunity to support and
strengthen the long-standing
trade partnerships that connect
us - helping both sides fully em-

brace the opportunities on offer. |
fully expect to see further growth
in Oman-India trade as both
countries emerge from the
COVID-19 pandemic,” he added.

From an investment perspec-
tive, H E Yousef said, “India is al-
ready a large inward investor into
Oman, but there are significant
opportunities to increase this
even further. In fact, there are
great complementarities between
India's needs and Oman'’s offer,
particularly in logistics, mining,
tourism, manufacturing and re-
newables. These are all areas ripe
for Oman-India collaboration.

India signs logistics
agreement with
Emdad in Dugm

Muscat - The Indian government
has signed a commercial logis-
tics agreement with Emdad Lo-
gistics Company in Oman.

The agreement was signed at
the Port of Dugm Company's
headquarters in Dugm between
Emdad Logistics Company and
the Indian government.

The agreement will allow the

Indian government to invest in
logistics in the Special Economic
Zone at Dugm (SEZAD).

The agreement will deepen
the existing close relations be-
tween Oman and India and con-
tribute to the realisation of their
shared vision of a prosperous re-
gion.

ONA

CBO issues consumer
protection regulatory
framework for banks

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) has issued the Financial
Consumer Protection Regulatory
Framework (FCPRF) for licensed
banks and finance and leasing
companies in the sultanate.

The FCPRF framework was
designed in line with CBO's com-
prehensive strategy to protect
customers and contribute to the
economic growth and financial
inclusion, the central bank said in
a statement. 'The framework
aims to ensure consumer access
to financial services and build
consumer confidence in the sec-
tor, thus creating healthy com-
petitive financial markets and
adopting the best international
practices to protect the financial
consumers,' CBO said.

It added that the FCPRF en-
sures fair delivery of financial
products and services to con-

sumers, as well as curbing poor
business conduct and ineffective
dispute resolution mechanisms.
The ultimate goal is to increase
and maintain consumer confi-
dence and trust in the financial
system, which in turn is neces-
sary for healthy economic
growth.

The Financial Consumer Pro-
tection Regulatory Framework
includes five principles: Disclo-
sure and transparency; fair treat-
ment and business conduct; data
protection and privacy; dispute
resolution mechanisms; and fi-
nancial education and financial
capability.

Saudi Arabia eyes
$32bn investment
in mining sector

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi
Minister of Industry and Mineral
Resources Bandar Alkhorayef
said that the ministry has a goal
to attract investments worth
US$32bn to its mining and min-
erals sector through nine new
projects, state news agency SPA
reported. The kingdom is seeking
to diversify its economy away
from oil by investing hundreds of
billions of dollars into a plan
called Vision 2030.

The projects are aimed at

supporting supplies of mineral
products to local and interna-
tional markets, according to SPA.
Alkhorayef added that the
ministry is currently studying 145
applications for exploration li-
censes from foreign companies,
SPA said. The minister said the
projects would create over
14,500 jobs and added the min-
istry is now processing 145 ex-
ploration license applications
from foreign companies.
WAM
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EU wrangles over
details of Russia

oil embargo

A worker controls the water system at the Duna (Danube) Refinery of Hungarian MOL Company located about
30km south of Budapest on May 5 (AFP)

Brussels, Belgium - European
diplomats were locked in difficult
negotiations on the terms of the
EU's sixth round of sanctions
against Russia on Sunday, with
several members seeking guar-
antees for their oil supplies.

The package suggested last
week by the European Commis-
sion would have seen most EU
members halting oil imports
from Russia by the end of the
year, to punish Moscow for in-
vading Ukraine.

But several member states,
most vocally Hungary, de-
manded exemptions from the
ban and or support to help them
escape their long-standing de-
pendence on a single pipeline for
Russian crude. Prime Minister

Viktor Orban has declared the
package as presented crossed a
"red line" for Hungary, but diplo-
mats in Brussels insist the tech-
nical negotiations are not
blocked. Ambassadors were to
meet again on Sunday, but hopes
that the package will be ready
before Monday - to send a signal
to Moscow on Russia's Victory
Day celebrations - were fading.

EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell has said that if there is no
agreement over the weekend he
will call a meeting of foreign min-
isters next week.

Any decision on sanctions
would have to be approved
unanimously by member state
governments.

"There is no political blockage,

but the need to guarantee alter-
native sources of supply to land-
locked countries dependent on
Russian oil by pipeline. And it is
not easy," a European diplomat
told AFP.

"These are new infrastructure
and technological changes,
which require not only European
funding, but agreements be-
tween several member states.
We are making progress, but
that automatically takes time."

Hungary, Slovakia and the
Czech Republic have been of-
fered permission to continue im-
porting Russian oil until the end
of 2024, but they also want help
securing new sources of oil and
retooling their refineries.

AFP

Reinsurance Protection Beyond Expectations

For the 3 months ended 31 March 2022

Dear Sharehalded,
After Compliments,

Thiz Boaed of Directors ks pleased to present the unawdited results of Oman Relnsurancoe
Compary 540G, ["Omamn Re” or “the Compary ) for the three months period ended
115t Maach 2032,

The Financial Highlights for three months ending 315t March 2022 are summarized
bebow:

31 March 2022 | 31 March 2021

OMR

Gaoss Written Premium (GWF) 15,255,650 12,392,863
Underwriting results 675,832 Tr8Ts
Irrvestment and other inoome 470433 562,702
Expenditure - General and Admin Expenses 613887 830,483
Haet Profit after tax 200,273 3g1,342

Premium and underwriting performance

The company continued to increase its Gress Written Premiwm (GWP] during the first
quarter of 2022, The GWP for the: three months ending 31 Manch 2022 was OMR 15.2
milllicn which is 23% higher than OMR 12.4 million figure for same pericd last year,
Underwriting performance has been resilient achieving an underwriting profit of OMR
G676k for Q1 2022 compared to OMR T80 for G 202 1. The higher claims ratio of 59%
in 1 2022 vs 56% for (1 2021 alang with higher scquisition cost ratio of 26% lor (1
2022 vs 23% for Q1 2021 is the main reason for a lower underwriting profie

General and Administrative Expenses

Druring 1 2022, the todal expenditune amounted to OMR 614k as against DME 830k
for the same persod in 2021, The general and sdemin spendes ad b pencentage of GWP
s 4% for O 2022 vs 6.7% for O 2021.

Investment lncome

The leveestmaent and Other income for the quarter amouwnted te OMR 470k vs OMR
562k for the same period last year. The main reason for the decline is that the company
did nat do trading during the guarter of its deb portfolic mainly on account of higher
rnariet voldatility in debl markets,

Met Profitability

The Company’s net profit after tax for the first quarter 2022 was OMR 290k comipaned
o OMR 381K for the same period last yeas, The volatile currency erdironment resulted
in & foreign exchange less of QMR 191 k for the period ended 31 March 2022 compared
o OMR 54k for the peried ended 31 March 2021, The higher foreign exchange loss
was the main contributer for lower net profit after tax

Acknowledgements and Appreciation

The Directors of Oman Re wish to acknowledge the valuable guidance and assistance
recedved from the Capital Market Authodity, Mintstry of Commerce and Industry, and
the support recedved from clients and business partners, We look forward 1o recelving
their continued support and encouragement.

The Directors also wish to extend their thanks and appreciation and express their
gratibude for the continuing commitment and dedication of its strategic shareholbders,
thi Execuivie Management and employees at all levels. The Directors are thankful to
thie esteemed sharehalders for their support and the confidence placed in the
Compary and the Board

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Executhee Management and the Staff Membsers,
we are honoured to expeess our sincere gratitude to His Majesty Suttan Haltham bin
Tarik Al Sald for his visionary leadership during these difficult times and we pray to the
Aimighty God to grant him every strength to continue to lead the Sultanate on the
path of sustainable development

Div. Juma Bin Al Al Juma
Chairman of the Board

ﬂaMANRe OMAN REINSURANCE COMPANY S.A.0.C

Fost Box 1968, Postal Code 114, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman, Telephone: 24397700 Fax: 2439 7777

Condensed interim statement of inancial

position as at 31 March 2022

31 March 31 March
2022 2021
RO RO
(Un-audited) {Awdited)
ASSETS
Nor-Cument assets
I'"D‘:H‘fl:f.r.laﬂl anvd equipmend 1581487 137 645
Il praperty 1,500,000 B, 900000
Imsstmient peoparty Under developmient 184,592 184,592
intangible assets [Ek. 163513
reesstireerils ol ol vakue theousgh otk
Comprehandivg Inooms 21.307.888 19788547
Hor-oument partion of bank depaosits 148, 50,000 1.2, 288000
Tl Rn-Curment assets 17909063 4462655
Cirmen anis
Irvestmienits ot fair walue throwgh profit or loss 558477 SMA1S
Insurance and other recevables BETI092 B 360LE5E
Accrued Incoms 1277 LEXD TLATLES
Dresferred policy sopunition codts 5404300 1,081,338
Reingurers’ sharg of ingaance Tunds 26570260 FRENEI0R
Current portion of bank deposits 11,703,268 10, 1650638
Cash and cadh equirsalents A5 5.5 56,548
Todal Qument issets 73003222 TOS0E5T
Todal assets 113,02 385 106,571 s
ECHATY AMD LLARILITIES
Capital and reserves
Share capital 12415920 1615908
Ll rosires 4T3 ATRTF
bt fair valug reserve [70€,005] 102363
Contingency reserve 4,35514 4216914
Actuamudabed lowes (7.658.243] T92R515
Todal capital and reserves 2854730 I9.DE0ESE
Hor-cument Eabiities
Ernplorpees bersd Rabilities 58213 243373
Diefored Tax Rability 55,358 BAIEE
Todal nor-cunrent Rabilithey IS 3111
Ciarent Eabilities
Techinical prowisions: MsET 38 B AL TS
Reirsurers peimibum and ather payables 127215497 12581949
Drirlereed Commizsion inoomi 337661 5780
Todal cument Kabalities H3, 748393 753599149
Toansl Eabdities Bl 074,05 75,710,580
Total ppty and Rabilitses 113033385 Py
Met assets per shaee [aTs [T ]

Perlod from 1 Period fram 1
January 2022 Jarvuary 2021
b 51 March 1o 31 March
2022 20z
[Un-sudited) (Un~awudited)
Incoame
GIeds pierri s wiithen 15155650 VLI 863
Het undenwriting results aF5AN2 TTA7G
Imvestmeemit and obhor Incoeme, reed 470433 62 703
1145265 1342578
Expenses
General and administrathee expenses [&13.887] (230,443)
Fesuign iochandge ksses, net [190.882] (54,1 36)
(B0, Fid) (384,614
et peofit bedone ta for the period 141, 496 L5755
o Ty Epende (51.224] [FE617)
Hest peohit after tax o the period F0 272 81,342
Other comprretsermsine Income
Misiwes ehat wall ok b reclassfed b0 profit of lods:
Vabuation (lesseshigain on far value theough ather
comprehensive inoome on cguity investments [132,0%9) 55979
s that will or may be reclas@ied to profit or loss:
Vaduation (losseskgains on falr value theough othir
coamprehenadve incomse on delbit instnemaents [471,508] (153.5652)
mhﬁtwhﬂmﬂmh the peio [E03,63T] [55,543)
Tl conmapeesherieg incomse fod 1he period [313.365] 314,359
Eaenings per shane - hasc and diluted [alii]] [aF i !

FREE

the following categories:

CLASSIFIED
LISTING

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for individuals in

Situations Wanted/Accommodation Wanted or Available/Sale of Household Items/ Car for Sale or
Wanted/Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35)
Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

Xiwarmsup China’s economy,
but virus narrows options

Beijing, China - President Xi Jin-
ping has offered state backing for
tech, infrastructure and jobs to
revive China's economy, but an-
alysts warn growth will continue
to wilt until Beijing drops its rigid
virus controls.

Two and a half years since the
coronavirus first emerged in
Wouhan, China is the last major
economy still closed off to the
world, despite its relatively low
death toll.

Lockdowns across dozens of
cities - from the manufacturing
hubs of Shenzhen and Shanghai
to the breadbasket of Jilin - have
wreaked havoc on supply chains
over recent months, crushing
small businesses and trapping
consumers at home.

That has imperilled Beijing's
full-year growth target of about
5.5 per cent, with forecasters an-
ticipating that around one per-
centage point may be shaved off
that figure. "We remain deeply
concerned about growth," No-
mura analysts said this week.
"We believe the Omicron variant
and zero-Covid strategy repre-
sent the dominant challenges to
growth stability.”

Yet China's Communist lead-
ership insisted that the country
will stick "unswervingly" to zero-
Covid, with a meeting chaired by
Xi declaring that "persistence is
victory".

To curtail the growing eco-
nomic damage, Beijing has of-
fered words of respite to the tech
sector from rolling regulatory
crackdowns and promised to
pump prime the economy with
an "all-out" infrastructure cam-
paign.

But observers say rallies may
be temporary as long as the
state's reflex remains to hammer
down the virus caseload at all
costs.

China's President Xi Jinping

"(The measures are) all very
welcome... but how many more
bridges and how many more
sports stadiums are going to help
us in creating an environment of
predictable growth?" European
Chamber president Joerg Wut-
tke told reporters on Thursday.

While many cities have
bounced back after short, tar-
geted lockdowns, other areas
such as agricultural base lJilin
province have been slow to re-
cover from waves of restrictions.

"That precedent (Jilin) could
mean a longer-lasting impact
from Shanghai's highly disruptive
lockdown," said Ernan Cui of
Gavekal Dragonomics in a report
Friday.

Analysts are waiting for de-
tails of the delivery behind
sweeping promises of support
from Beijing's policymakers.
China's tech firms have been
under the state's microscope on
concerns over data misuse and
monopoly.

But shares of major tech firms
soared as the government called
for "healthy development" of the
sector and shifted its language
on completing its "rectification”.

It is unclear if that signals an
end to a punishing round of reg-
ulatory scrutiny.

Markets also cheered on as
the government announced sup-

port for real estate and an infra-
structure push to buoy economic
and social development.

But China "does not have
much room for further infra-
structure building, (or) govern-
ment borrowing on the local
level," said Dan Wang, chief
economist at Hang Seng Bank
China.

"In reality, there's not much
room to grow."

While it harks back to Beijing's
four trillion yuan ($600 billion at
today's rates) stimulus package
after the 2008 financial crisis --
which included massive infra-
structure investment --
Zhaopeng Xing of ANZ Research
said "we doubt the authorities
will carry it forward at the cost of
rising debts".

China's State Council has also
said it would give cash handouts
to jobless migrant workers and
urged stronger support for small
firms harried by lockdowns and
shrivelling consumer demand.

But re-inflating the economy
is a big task made more compli-
cated by each new level of virus
control, experts say.

"Those easing measures, even
on a large scale, may not achieve
their intended impact due to
lockdowns and logistics disrup-
tions," Nomura added in its note.
AFP
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Fahalbin Mobamrad Al Y ou sl
CHABEMAN
Dec 21 Dex 20
Assats RO DO ]
Dbt dlml“gﬂul'l'lflnal'lul'-gdl.tr.ilw> 104,539 119,704
Cash & Bank balances BEE 1377
Drthver asselsy 1,037 1,523
106, 4464 122,604
Liaksilities
Bank borrowings, Bonds & CorpDeposit 62,194 79,061
Creditors & other lisbalities 6541 6913
68,735 85,974
Net Assats 3771 36,630
Sharehalders' funds
Share capital 30,715 30,715
Legal resenae TOTF 6,960
Impairment reserve 3,955 3,955
Cumulative changes in fair value 16 0
Retained Earnings 4.034) [5,05a]
772 36,630
For The Year Ended 31 December 2021
Dec 21 Dec 20
RO (00 RO 000
Lease and Interest income 9,856 10,896
Interest expense (3,922) (5.089)
Met interest income 5,934 5,607
Orther Income 768 501
Oparating Expendes (3,590} (3,147}
Lo on [fsgation - (2,018}
Provision for Impaiment {1,751} |5, 074}
Profit / (Loss) before taxation 1.361 (4,125}
Provision for taxation (188} 512
Profit f{Loss) for the period 1173 (3,613}

NOTE = The complete accounts will be sent by mall to any sharcholder or other
Imtetested party who requeests them, in either Arabéc or English, within 7 days of such
‘Chief Executive Officer
“Muscat Finance [SA0G)
‘PO Box 108, PC 112 Sultanate of Omman
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=/ Al Batinah Development & Investment Holding Co. SAOG

Al Batinah

Board of Directors Report

Unaudited Consolidated and parent company statement of financial

position as at 31 March 2022

Dear shareholders, Group Parent Company
On behalf of the board of directors, | present the . ﬂrm . '::nﬂ " hson . ;n:
report of Beard of Directors and the unaudited 2022 2001 'mh"i 2023
financial statements for the first Three months . o — oMA

ended March 31, 2022,

Mon-Curment Asuets 2022023 18372134 1,640,557 1519219
. . Current Assets 741,193 B23,165 F01,m0 G058, 161
Financial performance of the parent company  total Assets 2,763,216 2.660,399 2,341,567 2,187,380
and the group: Shase Capital 3,000,000 3000000 | 3,000,000 3,000,000
et Legal Reserdse 340,450 333545 203,563 202757
ThE palﬁ.‘l’lt Comﬂan}f s Income fCIF the ﬁl$t quarter Special Reserve 24541 24,541 24,541 24,541
ended 31 March 2022 amounted to OMR 58,396 Retained earnings (742,218) [(763,706)  (1,021,371) (1,024,115)
compared to OMR 54,813 for the same period of ~ 'mestmentfairvakue wserve | (148578) (18663 | (48T (327877)
| t 2021 Th t hi d Mon-Controlling Inter=st (19,494) (17.761) - -
ast year - INe parent company acNIeved 8 g, shameholders' equity 2,454,701 2,257,956 2,058,155 1,875,306
net profit of OMR 29,177 compared to a net profit  Total non-cunent liabdities 113.504 108,903 25,228 22437
of OMR 27,294 for the same period of last year, Total curent liabilities 195,011 203,540 2154 20963
Total equity and liabilities 2,763,216 2,660, 300 2,341,567 2,187 380

The group's income during the first quarter was
OMR?77.510 compared to OMR 98,321 for the

Unaudited Consolidated and Parent Company statement of profit or loss and
other comprehensive income for the Three months ended 31 March 2022

Special Ramadan offer
on INFINITI Q60

INFINITI Oman has launched a
special Ramadan offer on Infiniti
Q60, the premium sports coupe
that combines expressive design
with exhilarating performance
and dynamics, and stands out for
its a beautiful design, new tech-
nology, safety features, and out-
standing performance.

Infiniti Q60 is powered by an
award-winning 3ltr twin-turbo
V6 engine that produces 300 or
400 maximum horsepower, and
combines expressive design with
exhilarating performance and
dynamics. A V6 engine that

makes 300 horsepower at
6,400rpm, paired to a 7-speed
automatic transmission, powers
the Luxe, Q60 red sport 400,
and turns up the wick to 400
maximum horsepower.

A senior spokesperson at In-
finiti Oman said, “Infiniti has al-
ways been at the forefront of
daring design and pioneering
technology - and the Q60 offers
both.

The sports coupe stands out
for its a beautiful design, technol-
ogy, safety features, and out-
standing performance. Infiniti

Q60 embodies dedication to de-
veloping new and innovative
driving technologies that delivers
a confidence-inspiring and per-
sonalised experience behind the
wheel.”

The range of offers on Infiniti
Q60 includes free registration,
assured gifts vouchers, periodic
vehicle maintenance, manufac-
turer's warranty, AAA/road as-
sistance card, digital promotion,
Infiniti loyalty programme and
reference programme.

The special offer will be avail-
able till May 19.

same period of last year 2021, and the group Group Parent company
incurred a net profit after tax of RO 26836 Ihrah: Three I'I;{;Ths “l'ﬂmdﬂmﬂ! “Lhr:en:n:;
compared to a net profit of RO 50,090 Last year. N o B T
The Net shareholders' equity amounted to RO March 2022
) OMR OMR OMR OMR
2,474,195 and net assets per share 82 Baisa,
compared to 2,2?‘5,}’1 7 RO 75 Baisa, respectively, .. ome 77510 %8391 5639 54813
far the same period last year 2021. Salaries ane other stalf costs (20,443) (20,168) (135622 (11,960
General and adminisrative exp (26,2000 R?j?ﬁg' (13.845) :1.?-3”5'
Finally, | have the honors on behalf of the  Financecost — s Mo R
members of the Board of Directors and the  Deprectionsand (2332) (2:309) (1209 (1209
shareholders to extend our deepest thanks and ™ot (30.674) (48.231)  _(29,219) (27.519)
v ' M " " . Total EXpEnLEL 26,836 50,050 20177 I7.roq
gratitude to His Majesty Sultan Haithem binTariq .., o before tax : :
for his wise leadership and guidance and pray t0  income tax expenses 26,836 50,080 29,177 27,294
God to keep Oman and its people in peace and  Net profit after tax
prosperity. | would also llke to thank the esteemed  Unrealized fair value gains /
sharehalders for their support and continued — (Loson financial assets
" :F‘l'l'.'lughd'.hl:"r <1:-mp|-.*l1r.~n5|m
encouragement of the company and the Capital B oo e oy -
Market Authority, the banks and all the entities . comprehensive flloss) N B
that the company deals with. income for the periad 985 18,373 3,326 [6,805)
0,001 Cuoan QD02 ulEi]]

Met earnings per share

Best regards,

Salah Bin Hilal Al-Mawally
Chairman

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

b

OBITUARY

Major(Retd) Chander Mohan Malhotra
G DIC )

The company lost its founder and leader
Major (Retd.) Chander Mohan Malhotra
on 06 May 2022.
Sir, thank you for having been such a plillar of strength and
courage to us. We join your family in their grief and offer our
sincere and heartfelt condolences.

May your soul rest in peace.

Modern Constructions & Trading Co. Staff.

NBO offers credit card customers
chance to win FIFA tickets

National Bank of Oman (NBO) is
offering Visa credit card cus-
tomers a chance to win an 'all ex-
penses paid' trip to a FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022quarter-final
match, courtesy of Visa.

From May 8 to 20, customers
will receive one free entry to a
prize draw for every purchase of
RO20 or more using the Visa
credit card.

The prize includes two match
tickets, return flights to Doha, ac-
commodation, and much more, a
press release said. Maha al Raisi,
head of Product at NBO Retail
Banking, said, “In partnership
with Visa, the official payment
services partner of FIFA, we are
pleased to offer the trip of a life-
time.

NBO customers can experi-

ence the biggest sporting event
of the year in person just by using
their NBO Visa credit card. NBO
is committed to providing value,
convenience and flexibility, as
well as inspiring customers to do
more with their payment prod-
ucts and we frequently add extra
value by offering a wide range of
exclusive value-added lifestyle
benefits and exclusive prizes just

for being an NBO Visa card-
holder.” To be eligible for the
prize draw, customers must
spend RO20 or more in one
transaction on their eligible Visa
credit cards. The draw will take
place two weeks after the closing
date and winners will be pub-
lished on social media and con-
tacted by the bank with details
about how to claim the prize.

Sri Lankan ambassador donates
plants to Central Plant Nursery

H E Ameer Ajwad, Ambassador
of Sri Lanka to the Sultanate of
Oman, donated different vari-
eties of Sri Lankan ornamental
plants to the Central Plant Nurs-
ery of the Royal Gardens and
Farms (Royal Court Affairs) of
the Sultanate of Oman.

A variety of Sri Lankan orna-
mental plants - orchids, leather-
ferns, aspidistras, cane palms,
butterfly palms and cast iron
plants were presented by H E
Ajwad to Engineer Saleh Abdul-
lah Azzan al Jahdhami, director,
Department of Plant Nurseries of
the Royal Gardens and Farms of
Royal Court Affairs, at the Cen-
tral Plant Nursery located at
Zulfa, Mabela. These popular Sri
Lankan ornamental plants are to
be planted in the Royal Gardens
and Farms in Salalah.

The Sri Lankan Embassy in
Oman arranged this donation by
the Peradeniya Botanical Garden,
which is the largest and elegant
botanical garden in Sri Lanka, in
coordination with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry
of Tourism of Sri Lanka on a re-
quest made by the Foreign Min-
istry of the Sultanate of Oman.
Presenting the plants, H E Ajwad

stated that Sri Lanka and Oman
have huge potential synergies in
the field of agriculture and farm-
ing and that he was pleased to

initiate cooperation in this field
between the two friendly coun-
tries by donating the popular Sri
Lankan ornamental plants.
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Mercedes-Benz C-Class exudes timeless style

Discover a new kind of luxury -
the all-new C-Class Sedan
brings comfort to your life during
a time of worldwide transfor-
mation.

As the first classic model se-
ries from Mercedes-Benz, the
new C-Class exudes this time-
less style while setting a new
standard for progress. Electrified
throughout, thanks to the plug-
in hybrids and mild hybrids with
48-volt technology and inte-
grated starter-generator, this
design is an expression of sporti-
ness and combines progressive-
ness with luxury. Valid until May
31, customers can benefit from
the Mercedes-Benz Ramadan
Package to receive exceptional
benefits to match their brand-
new car, a press release said.

The on-board high-efficiency
battery system achieves an elec-
tric range of about 100km
(WLTP) as a plug-in hybrid,
which is unprecedented in this
category to date. It also sets new
standards in sustainability, and
because the C-Class is one of
the company's highest-volume

model series, this systematic
electrification also makes it one
of the most environmentally-
friendly in the range. Other tech-

nical refinements include Mer-
cedes-Benz Intelligent Drive sys-
tems such as DIGITAL LIGHT,
rear-axle steering and Active

Stop-and-Go Assist available as
optional extras.

“The new C-Class is larger,
bonder and more innovative

than ever before. Its design is dy-
namic and luxurious with nu-
merous comfort highlights to
make your journey relaxed and

comfortable. The ultra-modern
technical advances and safety
features offer increased peace of
mind while retaining the essence
of this classic Mercedes-Benz
vehicle. While modern and re-
fined, the new C-Class is as-
suredly a Mercedes-Benz and
makes each drive an oasis of re-
laxation in every situation,” said
Shaun Michael, CEO at Mer-
cedes-Benz Oman.

With the Ramadan package,

customers can drive away with
one of the most coveted vehi-
cles, with the exception of the
Mercedes-AMG G-Class, and
enjoy a five years/75,000km
service package, four years Mo-
bilo on-road assistance service,
three years unlimited mileage
warranty, free registration for
the first year, and a complimen-
tary gift from the Mercedes-
Benz Lifestyle Collection. The
offer is available on stock range.

Ooredoo’s Goodwill Journey
distributes 'Kiswat al Eid'

With excitement and happiness
in the air, Ooredoo volunteers
celebrated Eid al Fitr by spread-
ing compassion and kindness to
underprivileged families in
Samail and Bousher - in Al Mis-
fah, as part of this year's Good-
will Journey.

Working together with the
Nidaa Charity Team and local

branches of the Omani
Women's Associations, the
team distributed shopping

coupons, gifts and toys to over
175 families in the area ensuring
everyone enjoyed the Eid festivi-
ties with their loved ones, a press
release said.

Now in its 18th year, the
Ooredoo Goodwill Journey is the
cornerstone of activities de-
signed to support the commu-
nity, bring joy, and create new
opportunities for sustainable so-
cial development. Each year, vol-
unteers from Ooredoo travel the
length and breadth of the coun-
try to assist charitable associa-
tions with their programmes and
provide much-needed supplies
to empower families in need.

This year, the Goodwill Jour-
ney focused on supporting the

elderly, the youth, people with
disabilities, and launched a
women's incubator which will
create new opportunities for
small businesses to grow in Jalan
Bani bu Hassan. Ooredoo volun-
teers also distributed food supply
boxes to over 600 families in
Salalah and Mirbat, as well as
Barka, Mussanah, Nizwa and
Yangal, as well as shared Iftar
Sa'am boxes to drivers stopped
at traffic signals in Sohar and or-
ganised a special celebration for

Qarangasho at the Al Wafa Re-
habilitation Centre for Disabled
Children in Al Amerat.

First launched in 2005, the
Ooredoo Goodwill Journey has
enriched the lives of tens of thou-
sands of people in Oman every
year by providing essential appli-
ances, educational equipment,
and vital supplies. The initiative
has also supported SME incuba-
tors and helped to launch
female-driven businesses and
projects promoting growth.

OMINVEST backs social entrepreneurship

With a commitment towards the
development and growth of
Omani communities and the so-
ciety, OMINVEST - a leading in-
vestment company in the
Sultanate of Oman - has ex-
tended support to Al Rahma As-
sociation by providing project
management services through
its fully owned real estate sub-
sidiary - ORIS.

The support includes con-
ducting technical due diligence
to the project and supporting in
preparing specifications for the
overall project and analysing the
same for tendering, as well as as-
sessing tender submissions for
the selection of the consultants
and contractors for the new Al
Rahma Centre, a building which
will include approximately 20
shops for leasing. The total con-
struction  built-up area s
6,229sqm for a total cost of
RO1.6mn. The centre will also in-
clude administrative offices for
the association and meeting
rooms, while also acting as a
venue for workshops that fami-
lies looking to sell home-made
products can use.

Al Rahma Centre is scheduled
to be established on usufruct
land granted by the Ministry of

Housing and Urban Planning in
the Al Khoudh area. The new
centre will be the association’s
largest sustainable project, one
of a number of projects for which
ORIS is providing technical sup-
port.

The centre will act as a social
enterprise for Al Rahma Associ-
ation, with the generated income
expected to cover the associa-
tion's initiatives, including pay-
ment of bills, purchasing of
required equipment for the cen-
tre, study aids for university stu-
dents, besides Iftar spreads and
gifts for Eid.

Commenting on OMIN-
VEST's contribution to the proj-
ect, AbdulAziz al Balushi, Group
CEO, said, “We believe in work-
ing closely with social impact
partners that align with OMIN-
VEST's social responsibility
strategy, which in turn is built on
our corporate vision of 'Trans-
forming Businesses to Enrich So-
cieties'.

He added, “We commend Al
Rahma Association for their con-
tribution to communities across
the sultanate. Their efforts to
provide financial and non-finan-
cial support to families in need is

honourable and praiseworthy.
Businesses such as ours can be
significant catalysts for creating
scalable social value by support-
ing sustainable social entrepre-
neurship projects and
programmes, such as theirs".

To further lend support to Al
Rahma Association, and to en-
courage employee engagement,
OMINVEST also promoted the
‘Riyalak Million" campaign to its
staff and companies within the
OMINVEST Business Centre
during Ramadan, with aims to
assist the association in collect-
ing funds for Al Rahma Centre.

Graubunden attracts GCC tourists for a cool summer

ss region of Graubunden is aim-
ing to attract a record number of
GCC visitors this summer, with a
focus on the great outdoors,
health, and wellness for the
whole family.

Graubunden’s summer cam-
paign highlights a range of sum-
mer breaks targeting GCC
travellers wanting to enjoy a
more relaxed and healthier, fam-
ily-orientated vacation. Visitors
will be able to experience out-
standing natural beauty, thermal
spas and outdoor pursuits, in a
mild climate, offering a welcome
break from the intense summer
heat in many parts of the GCC
region.

In addition, there is a wide
range of hotels and serviced
apartments, Michelin-starred
restaurants and immersive cul-
tural experiences, making it the
perfect destination for GCC fam-
ilies this summer.

"After the restrictions brought
on by the pandemic, visitors from
the GCC are returning in large
numbers once again and we are
anticipating a significant increase
in demand this summer,” said
head of Business Development
at Visit Graubunden, Tamara Lo-

effel. “Graubunden is famed for
some of the very best health and
wellbeing experiences anywhere
in the world and what's more,
Graubunden is also very familiar
with Arabic culture - many of its
170 restaurants offer halal menu
options and most hotels also
have Arabic speaking staff,”
added Loeffel.

The largest source markets

from the GCC, are the UAE and
Saudi Arabia, each accounting
for a 35% share, Kuwait and
Qatar contribute approximately
12% each, with visitors from
Bahrain and Oman, making up
the remaining 6%.

According to the latest fig-
ures released by Switzerland
Tourism, UAE residents staying
overnight in Switzerland have al-

ready surpassed pre-pandemic
levels. Comparing figures be-
tween July to December 2021
with the same period in 2019,
the number of bed-nights
recorded increased 20.8% from
188,384 t0 227,482.

The number of UAE arrivals
also grew from 75,084 to
85,632, during the same period,
2019 versus 2021. Moreover, a

recent survey conducted by
YouGov, highlighted Switzerland
as the top ranked overseas des-
tination for UAE residents.

“In the years prior to the pan-
demic, GCC tourists were typi-
cally responsible for
approximately one  million
overnight stays per annum in
Switzerland, with daily expendi-
ture of around US$466 each per
day. According to Statista, a
German company specialising in
market and consumer data, the
GCC accounted for 9% of all ar-
rivals in 2021.

Furthermore, the Swiss fed-
eral government has announced
that visitors from the GCC are
no longer required to provide an
entry form, vaccine certificate, or
negative PCR test. Social restric-
tions have also been eased in
Switzerland, masks and COVID
certificates are not needed when
entering hotels, restaurants or
shops.

“This summer in particular,
the fresh air, outstanding natural
beauty, mild climate and healthy
outdoor activities such as hiking,
cycling, and sailing make
Graubunden, an ideal location
for families wanting to get away.

OAB financial
literacy series on

Oman Arab Bank (OAB) recently
launched a unique ‘Financial Lit-
eracy’ series across all its social
media platforms to promote
financial well-being among
Omani youth.

The series of videos address
major financial decisions, such as
buying a house, buying a car, get-
ting married, saving, and running
a business. This initiative by OAB
is aligned with one of the bank's
sustainability pillars - Financial
Inclusion, a press release said.

Commenting on the series,
Leen al Atassi, head of Corpo-
rate Communications at OAB,
said, “Financial inclusion is vital
for our economy to flourish and
is key to the success of Oman Vi-
sion 2040. Through our re-
search, we have found that one
of the biggest obstacles to finan-
cial inclusion amongst the youth
is a lack of understanding of the
financial sector and the various
services they have at their dis-
posal. Through this series, our
objective is to offer Oman's
youth guidance and direction on
how to manage their finances re-

sponsibly.”

She added, “What makes this
series unique is that it addresses
real challenges that people face
in their day-to-day lives, and it is
a testament to our commitment
to putting customers at the heart
of our business.”

The episodes were developed
with the youth in mind - the con-
tentis simple, fun, easy to under-
stand, and locally relevant.

Atassi added, “At the begin-
ning of their career, people often
resort to indulgent spending and
borrowing to finance their dream
car or house. This often leads to
a cycle of debt that the borrower
may find challenging to settle.
Through this financial literacy se-
ries, we aim to help individuals
plan and define their short and
long-term goals to ensure finan-
cial well-being.”

The Financial Literacy series
will be broadcast across the
Bank's social media channels and
the OABistidama website. OAB
has been promoting financial lit-
eracy through workshops with
SMEs and various NGOs.
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thing that the stars give you a double dose of communication "E”_‘" Current celestial influences encourage quiet contemplation and especially since you've seen fit to start making some big ' _
skills, because everyone wants to hear what you have to say. The 2 deep thinking. It may feel like social exile, especially for a changes in your life. Initially, things might seem crazier or more B. Jerome Robbins
focus is actually so intense that you might feel a touch people-loving type like yourself, but it may be exactly what you unsettled, but you just have to hold on past these disruptions. C. Bob Fosse
discombobulated by the glare from being in the spotlight. Let the need, especially if there are some weighty matters on your mind All change is stressful, even change for the better. You could be D. Merce Cunningham
pressure roll off your back and speak from the heart. You'll wow that need unburdening. Any time you take for yourself right now revamping old patterns or foundations that had been in place
the crowd and impress a few important types too. will prove to be invaluable. for a very long time. Stay calm and it will get better soon. D€ d°C 'L siemsuy
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KIDS COLOURING BOGGLER DO YOU SUDOKU?

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average

WORD BUILDER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.
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Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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Israel arrests 2 Palestinians
suspected of axing 3 to death

Elad, Israel - Israeli security
services on Sunday arrested
two Palestinians suspected of
axing to death three Israelis
after a more than two-day man-
hunt, the latest in a spate of
deadly attacks.

The security services - who
previously identified the sus-
pects as Assad Yussef al-Rifai,
19, and Subhi Imad Abu Shukair,
20 - said the pair were spotted
near a quarry just outside the
central town of Elad, where the
axe attack took place on Thurs-
day. “We said we would get the
terrorists, and so we did,” Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett said
ahead of his weekly cabinet
meeting on Sunday.

The suspects had been hiding
in a forested area, near the
quarry, and did not fight with se-
curity forces as the arrest was
carried out, security personnel at
the scene told AFP.

The deadly attack in Elad,
populated by mainly ultra-Or-
thodox Jews, was the sixth in
which Israelis have been tar-
geted since March 22.

Witnesses said two assailants
leapt from a car swinging axes at
passers-by, leaving three dead
and four wounded, before fleeing

Israeli security forces use all-terrain vehicles during a manhunt in a forest area near city of Elad, on Sunday (AFp)

in the same vehicle.

The manhunt included ‘intelli-
gence and special forces units’
from the police, domestic secu-
rity agency and the army, along
with helicopters and drones, the
security forces said.

Army chief Aviv Kohavi
praised the operation, vowing ‘to
strengthen the security... of Is-
raeli civilians'.

Israel has identified the three
dead as Yonatan Habakuk, 44,

and Boaz Gol, 49, both from Elad,
as well as Oren Ben Yiftach, 35.

The bloodshed unfolded as Is-
rael marked the 74th anniversary
of its founding, which has previ-
ously been a tense day in the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict.

For Palestinians, the anniver-
sary of Israel's 1948 declaration
of independence marks the
Nakba, or ‘catastrophe’, when
more than 700,000 fled or were
expelled during the war sur-

rounding Israel’s creation.

Hamas threats

The Elad killings followed a
tense period in which the Mus-
lim fasting month of Ramadan,
the Jewish festival of Passover
and the Christian holiday of
Easter overlapped.

Tensions have boiled over into
violent clashes between Israelis
and Palestinians at the Al-Agsa
mosque compound, a highly

contested site in Jerusalem'’s Is-
raeli-annexed Old City.

Palestinian president Mah-
mud Abbas had condemned the
Elad attacks, warning that the
murder of Israeli ‘civilians’
risked fuelling a broader cycle
of violence.

But the Gaza Strip's Islamist
rulers Hamas and Islamic Jihad,
another Palestinian armed
group, praised the latest vio-
lence, calling it a consequence
of unrest at Al-Agsa. Neither
claimed responsibility.

“This operation demonstrates
our people's anger at the occu-
pation’s attacks on holy sites,”
Hamas spokesman Hazem
Qassem said of the Elad attack.
“The storming of the Al-Agsa
mosque cannot go unpunished.”

Hamas last week
threatened Israel with rocket fire
and attacks on synagogues if its
security forces carry out further
raids on the Al-Agsa mosque
compound.

“Whoever has a rifle must
have it ready, and whoever does
not have a rifle must prepare
their knife or their axe,” said
Yahya Sinwar, Hamas chief in
the Israeli-blockaded Gaza Strip.
AFP

Record 12.3mn Syrian children need aid: UN

Beirut, Lebanon - More Syrian
children are in need than at any
time since a devastating civil war
erupted over a decade ago, but
funding for them is ‘dwindling’,
the United Nations warned on
Sunday.

“Syria’s children have suffered
for far too long and should not
suffer any longer,” the UN chil-
dren’s agency said in a state-
ment, noting that 12.3mn were in
need of aid both inside the coun-
try and in the wider region where
they had fled.

“More than 6.5mn children in
Syria are in need of assistance,

the highest number recorded
since the beginning of the crisis,
more than 11 years ago,” it added.

Syria's war is estimated to
have killed nearly half a million
people and displaced millions
since it began with a brutal
crackdown of anti-government
protests in 2011. It escalated to
pullin foreign powers and global
militants.

“Children’s needs, both inside
Syria and in neighbouring coun-
tries, are growing,” said Adele
Khodr, UNICEF's Middle East
chief.

“Many families struggle to

Displaced Syrian children are seen with clothes donated by a local charity

organisation at a camp in Idlib province, on April 30 this year (AFP)

make ends meet. Prices of basic
supplies including food are sky-
rocketing, partially as a result of
the crisis in Ukraine.”

Children are among the most
vulnerable and the UN warned
they are bearing the brunt of the
impact.

“In Syria's neighbouring coun-
tries, strained by political insta-
bility and fragility, nearly 5.8mn
children depend on assistance,
their lives riddled with poverty
and hardship,” Khodr added.

UNICEF said they faced a se-
vere cash shortfall to provide aid.
AFP

First cholera outbreak
since 2017 in S Sudan

Juba, South Sudan - Cholera
has killed one child and in-
fected 30 people in South
Sudan, the first resurgence of
the illness in nearly five years,
health officials said late on
Saturday.

“The Ministry of Health
would like to inform the public
that the cholera outbreak has
been declared in Rubkona
county, Unity State,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

‘To date, a total of 31 cases
including one death have been
reported from Rubkona town
and Bentiu IDP camp’ and
health officials are investigat-
ing whether there are any oth-
ers, it said.

The fatality was a seven-
year-old child who died on
March 25. All others infected
have been treated and re-
leased from hospital, it said.

The outbreak followed a

steady rise in diarrhoea cases
in the affected areas, it said.

It marked the first cholera
cases in the country since De-
cember 2017, which marked
the end of an outbreak that
began in June 2016 and killed
436 people.

Cholera is an acute form of
diarrhoea that is treatable with
antibiotics and hydration but
can kill within hours if left un-
treated. It is caused by a germ
that is typically transmitted by
poor sanitation. People be-
come infected when they
swallow food or water carry-
ing the bug.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) said in early
2021 there were between
1.3mn and four million cases of
cholera per year around the
world, leading to between
21,000 and 143,000 deaths.
AFP

Russian climber dies
on Mount Everest

Kathmandu, Nepal - A Russian
climber has died on Mount
Everest, the officials said on
Sunday, in the second fatality
on the world's highest peak this
season.

The man, who has not been
named, died on Saturday after
falling ill while acclimatising at a
camp below the summit at
6,553 metres.

"His body has been brought
to the base camp and will be
flown to Kathmandu once the
weather improves,” Bhisma Raj
Dhungana, an official at Nepal's
tourism department, told AFP.

“Though the cause of the
death is not known yet, it could
be due to complications related
to altitude sickness.”

The fatality was also con-
firmed by Mingma Gelu Sherpa
of Seven Summits Treks, the
agency that handled the Russ-
ian climber's expedition.

It was the second death on

the Nepal side of the 8,848-
metre mountain this climbing
season.

Last month a Nepali climber,
Ngimi Tenji Sherpa, who was
carrying equipment uphill, was
found dead on the mountain.

Eleven Nepali climbers
reached the summit on Satur-
day, the first of hundreds of
climbers expected to scale the
world's highest mountain from
its southern approach in the
coming weeks.

Nepal has issued 316 permits
to mountaineers including 17
Russians for this year's spring
climbing season, which runs
from mid-April to the end of
May.

On average, around five
climbers die every year on the
world's highest peak.

But in 2019, 11 people died,
with four of the deaths blamed
on overcrowding that year.

AFP

Saudi King Salman
enters hospital for
‘examinations’

Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz (aFp)

Riyadh, KSA - Saudi Arabia's
ageing King Salman has been ad-
mitted to hospital for unspecified
tests, state media reported on
Sunday.

The kingdom has generally
sought to quell speculation over
the health of the 86-year-old
monarch, who has ruled the top
oil exporter and the Arab world's
biggest economy since 2015.

King Salman entered King
Faisal Specialist Hospital in the
coastal city of Jeddah on Satur-
day ‘to conduct some medical
examinations’, according to an
official report, citing a royal
court statement.

“"May God preserve the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques
and may he enjoy health and
wellness,” the statement said.

It is rare for the secretive king-
dom to report on the health of

the monarch.

In 2017, Saudi Arabia dis-
missed reports and mounting
speculation the king was plan-
ning to abdicate in favour of his
son Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, the country’'s de
facto ruler.

King Salman underwent sur-
gery to remove his gall bladder in
2020.

He was most recently hospi-
talised in March, for what state
media described as ‘successful
medical tests' and to change the
battery of his pacemaker.

Under his rule, Saudi Arabia
has launched ambitious eco-
nomic reforms for a post-oil era
and given more rights to women,
while adopting a more assertive
foreign policy including entering
a war in neighbouring Yemen.
AFP

Between searing drought and Ukraine
war, I[raq watchful over wheat harvest

Jaliha, Iraq - Iraqgi farmer Kamel
Hamed looks at the golden ears
of wheat waving in the wind, un-
able to hide his anguish over the
baking heat that is decimating
his harvest.

“The drought is unbelievable,”
said the 53-year-old in a white
dishdasha robe and keffiyeh
head covering at his farm in Jal-
iha village of central Diwaniya
province. “Even the well water
can't be used, it's salt water.”

Searing heat and a lack of rain
were already threatening his har-
vest. Then came Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine in February,
driving up the cost of fuel, seeds
and fertiliser.

Like all farmers in Irag, Hamed
must follow the instructions of
the state authorities who are the
main grain buyers.

They determine the areas to
be planted and the level of irriga-
tion, depending on rain and
water reserves. This year, due to
water shortages, Iraq has re-
duced the area under cultivation
by half.

As a result, Hamed has
planted just one quarter of his
100 donums (10 hectares),
where the combine harvester
was now throwing grain into a
truck bed. “This year we didn't
even get 500kg of wheat from
one donum,” - less than half the
usual harvest - he said.

Iraqi farmer Kamel Hamed works on harvesting wheat at his farm in Diwaniya province, on April 26, this year (AFpP)

The war in Ukraine has
‘pushed up the price of motor oil
and of high-yield seeds’, he
added - yet ‘another financial
burden for farmers'.

“I don't know how to support
my family. No salary, no job,
where can | go?”

‘Abandon the land’
After decades of war and insur-
gency, Iraq faces another huge
challenge: severe water scarcity
driven by climate change.

It is highly sensitive issue for
Irag and its 41mn people, who
feel the impacts on a daily basis,
from depleted rivers to rapid de-

sertification and more intense
sandstorms.

Irag's big rivers, the Tigris and
Euphrates, and their tributaries
originate in Turkey and Syria as
well as Iran, which dam them up-
stream, reducing the flow as they
enter Irag.

Irrigated by the Euphrates, Di-
waniya province, where Jaliha is
located, normally receives 180
cubic metres of wat r per second.

This year the volume has been
at least halved to ‘80 to 90 cubic
metres’, said Hani Shaer, who
heads a farmers' collective re-
sponsible for distributing the
water. The result can be seen in

the stagnant water in the main ir-
rigation canal, which serves the
200,000 donums of surround-
ing land, with some gullies now
completely dry.

Shaer denounced a lack of
support from authorities, charg-
ing that the agriculture ministry
provided just five kilograms of
fertiliser this season, down from
40kg in previous years. “The
farmer will leave, abandon the
land and head to the city to look
for any kind of work,” he said.

Collapsed harvest
Agriculture ministry spokesman
Hamid al-Nayef said the state

was helping by raising the pur-
chase price in order to pay pro-
ducers around US$500 per
tonne of wheat.

In 2019 and 2020, wheat har-
vests had reached five million
tonnes, enough to guarantee
‘self-sufficiency’ for Irag, he told
AFP.

This season, Irag may only
grow 2.5-3mn tonnes of wheat,
‘not enough for a whole year for
the Iragis’, Nayef acknowledged.

“We will have to import,” he
said. Iraq will be confronted with
the vagaries of the world market
and prices driven up by the con-
flict in Ukraine, even though
Baghdad imports its cereals
mainly from Canada, Australia
and the United States.

“With the interplay of supply
and demand, prices are rising
even in the United States and
other countries,” Nayef said.

Back in Jaliha, another farmer,
Ahmed al-Jelhawi, was question-
ing his life choices. He said he
used to harvest 500 tonnes of
wheat, but this year expects just
50-75 tonnes. “l gave up my
studies to devote myself to agri-
culture,” he lamented. “But this
year, agriculture is zero.”

"Between the low production
and the rising prices, we proba-
bly won't be able to plant next
year."

AFP
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Beijing loyalist and ex-security chief

John Lee anointed HK's next leader

Hong Kong, China - A former se-
curity chief who oversaw the
crackdown on Hong Kong's
democracy movement was
anointed the business hub's new
leader on Sunday by a small
committee of Beijing loyalists.

John Lee, 64, was the only
candidate in the Beijing-backed
race to succeed outgoing leader
Carrie Lam.

The elevation of Lee, who is
under US sanctions, places a se-
curity official in the top job for
the first time after a tumultuous
few years for a city battered by
political unrest and debilitating
pandemic controls.

Despite the city's mini-consti-
tution promising universal suf-
frage, Hong Kong has never been
ademocracy, the source of years
of public frustration and protests
since the 1997 handover to
China.

Its leader is instead chosen by
an ‘election committee’ currently
comprised of 1,461 people -
roughly 0.02 per cent of the
city's population.

After a brief secret ballot on
Sunday, 99 per cent (1,416
members) voted for Lee while
eight voted against, according
to officials.

Political pluralism
Beijing hailed the near-unani-
mous result, saying it showed
‘Hong Kong society has a high
level of recognition and approval’
for Lee.

“This is a real demonstration
of democratic spirit,” the Hong
Kong and Macao Affairs Office

John Lee and his wife Janet celebrate after Lee was named as the city's new leader in Hong Kong on Sunday (AFp)

said.

The European Union's repre-
sentative in Hong Kong coun-
tered that the selection process
was a 'violation of democratic
principles and political pluralism'.

Under President Xi lJinping,
China is remoulding Hong Kong
in its own authoritarian image
after huge and sometimes vio-
lent democracy protests three
years ago.

Beijing deployed a sweeping
national security law to stamp
out dissent and rolled out a new
‘patriots only’ political vetting
system to guarantee anyone
standing for office is considered

suitably loyal.

Protests have been largely
outlawed, with authorities en-
forcing an anti-coronavirus ban
on public gatherings of more
than four people as well as the
security law.

The League of Social Democ-
rats - one of the only remaining
pro-democracy groups - held a
three-person protest before polls
opened on Sunday, chanting
‘Power to the people, universal
suffrage now'.

“We know this action will
have no effect, but we don't want
Hong Kong to be completely
silent,” protester Vanessa Chan

said as dozens of police officers
looked on.

A troubled city

While the democracy movement
has been crushed, much of the
population still resent Beijing's
rule and chafes at the city’'s en-
trenched inequality.

Hong Kong also faces eco-
nomic difficulties thanks to two
years of strict pandemic curbs
that have damaged its business
hub reputation and left residents
cut off as rivals re-open.

Lee was asked by reporters on
Sunday whether he lacked a gen-
uine mandate.

"l do understand there will be
time that is needed for me to
convince the people,” he
replied.

“But | can do that by action.”

He said he planned to build a
Hong Kong that is ‘full of hope,
opportunities and harmony’ now
that authorities had ‘restored
order from chaos'.

So far, his campaign has been
light on concrete policy details -
in particular how he plans to re-
open Hong Kong to both interna-
tional and mainland travel at a
time when China is doubling
down on its strict zero-COVID
strategy.

‘Empty gesture’

Hong Kong's chief executives
find themselves caught between
the democratic aspirations of the
city's residents and the authori-
tarian demands of Beijing's lead-
ers. Outgoing leader Carrie Lam
is on track to leave office with
record-low approval ratings.

According to a survey in
March by the Public Opinion Re-
search Institute, about 24 per
cent of the public has confidence
in Lee, compared with 12 per cent
for Lam.

Waiting in a line outside a
restaurant on Sunday, 25-year-
old resident Alex Tam said he
and his friends were paying little
attention to proceedings.

“It's just an empty gesture,”
he told AFP.

“If he didn't listen to the pro-
testers, | don't see how he would
listen to young people now, es-
pecially those who criticise the
government.”

Retired businessman Yeung
Wing-shun was more positive,
saying he hoped Lee would guide
Hong Kong with a ‘firm hand’,
adding that he believed the new
leader could bring different sec-
tors together.

Lee will take office on July 1,
the 25th anniversary of Hong
Kong's handover to China from
Britain.

China agreed that Hong Kong
could maintain certain freedoms
and autonomy for 50 years after
retaking control from Britain
under a ‘One Country, Two Sys-
tems' formula.

AFP

Laos drops
entry curbs
for fully

vaccinated

Bangkok, Thailand - Laos will
drop COVID-19 entry restric-
tions for fully vaccinated tourists
from Monday after the country
reported falling coronavirus
cases and deaths, senior officials
said. The small Southeast Asian
nation saw an 80 per cent down-
turn in international traveller
numbers in 2020 - 4.7mn for-
eign tourists visited the previous
year.

From January travellers had
been required to complete seven
days of quarantine, present a
negative COVID-19 test, and
were limited to travelling within
certain areas with officially sanc-
tioned tour groups.

Deputy Minister and Deputy
Head of the Prime Minister's Of-
fice Thipphakone Chan-
thavongsa said on Saturday that
a task force's recommendations
that ‘measures for entering Laos
PDR and relaxation for locals’
had been approved.

“The Government sees it is
time to develop the economy,”
she said. The relaxed measures
will see international checkpoints
re-opened for Laotian citizens
and foreigners, provided they are
fully vaccinated.

Unvaccinated visitors must
produce a Rapid Antigen Test is-
sued within 48 hours of leaving
their origin country.

Tourists will also have to pay
for their own medical treatment
should they become COVID-19
positive.

Laos officials added that pubs
and karaoke bars could reopen.
AFP

Firefighters and rescue workers remove debris from the ruins of the

Saratoga Hotel, in Havana, on Saturday (AFp)

Havana luxury
hotel blast death
toll climbsto 27

Havana, Cuba - Rescuers
combed through what remained
of a luxury Havana hotel on Sat-
urday, as the death toll after a
powerful blast due to a sus-
pected gas leak climbed to 27,
authorities said.

No survivors were found in
the upper floors of the presti-
gious Saratoga Hotel, and res-
cuers said they were now
concentrating their efforts on the
jumbled debris filling the two-
level basement of the neoclassi-
cal building. Authorities reported
on Saturday that 37 people had
been hospitalised, down from an
earlier number of 46.

There was meanwhile some
confusion after a Red Cross offi-
cial gave a death toll of 32, but
the higher number was later re-
ported to be ‘an error'.

The hotel had been closed for
business during renovation work,
and many victims of Friday's ex-
plosion were either construction
workers or hotel employees
preparing for its reopening.

But a 29-year-old Spanish
tourist, who had been walking
nearby, died in the blast.

So far, 11 hotel employees
have been identified among the
dead, said Roberto Enriquez

Calzadilla, a spokesman for the
state-run tourism group Gaviota,
which operates the hotel.

He said the explosion hap-
pened while a gas tank was being
refilled by a tanker truck.

A cry for help

Officials said the dead included
four children and adolescents.
More than a dozen of those hos-
pitalised were listed in critical or
serious condition.

With the search now turning
toward the building's basement
levels - a woman's cry for help
was heard emanating from there
on Friday afternoon - tons of
smoking debris have compli-
cated the task. “My daughter
works in the Saratoga - she's
been there (under the rubble)
since... yesterday morning, and in
all this time | still don't know any-
thing,” an anguished Yaumara
Cobas told journalists, adding
that she had checked with a hos-
pital and the morgue.

“We've got to push on,” said
longtime Politburo member
Ramiro Valdes, a veteran of the
Cuban revolution. “Some of our
comrades could still be down
there - alive.”

AFP

Acclaimed comic book artist George Perez

New York, US - George Perez, an
acclaimed comic book artist and
writer known for his influential
work on such superhero titles as
the Avengers, Wonder Woman
and the Teen Titans, has died,
Marvel and DC Comics an-
nounced.

Perez was 67. He revealed last
year that he was battling pancre-
atic cancer.

"George Perez was an artist, a
writer, a role model and a friend,”
Marvel Entertainment said on
Twitter. “His work paved seminal

George Perez (AFP)

stories across comics, and his
legacy of kindness and generos-
ity will never be forgotten.”

DC Comics tweeted that
Perez's contributions ‘were piv-
otal in both driving and reinvent-
ing DC's long and rich history.”

Perez and writer Marv Wolf-
man had created such characters
as Cyborg, Raven and Starfire.

Their Crisis on Infinite Earths, a
reboot, ‘saw several major char-
acters killed off in a multiverse
saga that still resonates in popu-
lar culture’, according to Dead-

line.com.

Perez was known for his clean,
dynamic and realistic style.

"George Perez never went half
way, in art or life. He pushed the
limit of what a comic could do:
his style was somehow, impossi-
bly both overwhelmingly power-
ful and subtly graceful,” tweeted
Tom King, a comic book writer
who, like Perez, had won a cov-
eted Eisner Award, an accolade
akin to an Oscar in the industry.

Perez's family had moved in
the 1940s from Puerto Rico to

dies at 67

New York, where his father
found work in a factory.

His talents emerged early;
Perez began working as an assis-
tant at Marvel before turning 20,
and was soon working on titles
including Astonishing Tales and
The Avengers.

DC publisher Jim Lee said
Perez's art style was 'both dy-
namic and incredibly expres-
sive... the perfect storytelling
canvas for some of the most im-
portant events in DC history'.
AFP

Philippines on alert ahead of presidential poll, four killed

Manila, Philippines - More than
60,000 security forces in the
Philippines were on alert on Sun-
day to safeguard ballots and
polling stations on the eve of the
presidential election, after police
reported four people killed in an
outbreak of violence.

Elections are a traditionally
volatile time in a country with lax
gun laws and a violent political
culture, but the national police
said this season has been com-
paratively peaceful.

In one of the worst incidents,
four people were killed on Satur-
day in a gun battle between
armed supporters of mayoral ri-
vals in Magsingal town in the
northern province of llocos Sur,
said police spokesman Brigadier-
General Roderick Alba. Another
four were wounded.

Police in the northern
province of Nueva Ecija also ar-
rested two dozen people and
seized weapons, including five
M-16 rifles, a 12-gauge shotgun
and 15 handguns, following a
shoot-out between bodyguards
of two candidates running for
mayor of General Tinio.

Five people were wounded in
the incident, which also left the
same number of sports utility ve-
hicles riddled with bullets, Alba
said.

A security guard stands outside a room storing ballot boxes at a junior high school ahead of the May 9

presidential election in Manila on Sunday (AFP)

More than 18,000 posts, from
president to town councillor, are
up for grabs in the elections.

The son of former dictator
Ferdinand Marcos looks set to
win the presidential vote by a
landslide, returning the clan to
the pinnacle of political power.

Rights  groups, Catholic
church leaders and opponents
see the elections as a make-or-
break moment for the country's
democracy, amid fears Marcos
Junior could rule with a heavy
fist.

Personnel from the police,
armed forces and coast guard
have fanned out across the archi-
pelago to help secure polling sta-
tions and ballots, escort election
officials and guard checkpoints.

The security deployment in-
volves around 48,000 soldiers
and 16,000 police, officials said.

“Based on our planning... we
are confident that we'll have a
secure and orderly election,” said
armed forces  spokesman
Colonel Ramon Zagala.

There have been 16 ‘validated

election-related incidents’ since
January 9, including four shoot-
ings and a ‘slight illegal deten-
tion’, Alba said.

That compares with 133 inci-
dents during the 2016 presiden-
tial elections and 60 in the 2019
mid-term polls.

Police spokeswoman Colonel
Jean Fajardo attributed the sharp
drop to a heightened security
presence, as well as military and
police operations targeting ‘loose
firearms’ and private armed
groups.

The election commission
largely prohibits the carrying of
weapons during the election pe-
riod that lasts until June 8.

Experts say the explosion of
social media, which has made it
easier to report incidents, and
the growing domination of polit-
ical dynasties, which smother
electoral competition, have
helped tamp down election vio-
lence. In the country's deadliest
single incident of political vio-
lence on record, 58 people were
massacred in 2009 as gunmen
allegedly belonging to a local
warlord in the southern Philip-
pines attacked a group of people
to stop a rival filing his election
candidacy.

Thirty-two of the victims were
journalists covering the contest,
making the attack also the dead-
liest on record against media
professionals.

The introduction of electronic
voting in 2010 has made it
harder for widespread vote-rig-
ging that has historically plagued
Philippine elections.

But Marcos Jr, who still insists
he was cheated of victory in the
2016 vice presidential race, has
warned of electoral fraud in
these polls and urged his sup-
porters to be alert.

AFP
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Ukraine battles to hold east ahead
of Moscow's Victory Day parade

Shelling and
missile strikes
have been
intensified in
the build up to
the World War
Il anniversary

Severodonetsk,  Ukraine -
Ukrainian forces braced on Sun-
day to defend their final bastion
in the devastated port city of
Mariupol, desperate to deny
Russia a symbolic win on the eve
of Moscow's Victory Day cele-
brations.

Shelling and missile strikes
have intensified in the build up to
the World War Il anniversary,
and rescuers are searching for
60 Ukrainian civilians feared
killed in the bombing of a village
school.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky marked the anniversary on
the end of the World War by
comparing Ukraine's battle for
national survival to the region's
war of resistance against its for-
mer Nazi occupiers.

"Decades after World War I,
darkness has returned to Ukraine,
and it has become black and
white again,” Zelensky said, in a

Smoke rises from a burning train station in Seversk, eastern Ukraine on Sunday, after the facility was targeted by missile strikes four days ago (aFp)

monochrome social media video
shot against the backdrop of a
bombed out apartment block.
“Evil has returned, in a differ-
ent uniform, under different slo-
gans, but for the same purpose,”
he warned, trying to turn Russia
leader President Vladimir Putin's
‘anti-Nazi' rhetoric back on itself.

Russia, meanwhile, was gear-
ing up for a Victory Day parade
designed to associate the inva-
sion of its neighbour with the na-
tional pride felt over the Soviet
Union's defeat of Germany.

“Today, our soldiers, as their
ancestors, are fighting side by
side to liberate their native land

from the Nazi filth with the con-
fidence that, as in 1945, victory
will be ours,” Putin said.
Zelensky was also to meet G7
leaders via video conference to
discuss the crisis, and European
diplomats will meet again next
week to hammer out the details
of their latest sanctions package

against Moscow. On the ground,
the key battles were being fought
in Ukraine's east.

Tunnel network

Civilians have now been evacu-
ated from Mariupol's Azovstal
steelworks, leaving a small force
of defenders holed up in its

sprawling network of under-
ground tunnels and bunkers.

The complex - the final pocket
of Ukrainian resistance in the
port city - has taken on a sym-
bolic value. “We, all of the mili-
tary personnel in the garnison of
Mariupol, we have witnessed the
war crimes performed by Russia,
by the Russian army. We are wit-
nesses,” said llya Samoilenko, an
intelligence officer with the far
right Azov regiment, which is de-
fending the steel works.

“Surrender is not an option
because Russia is not interested
in our lives,” he said.

Taking full control of Mariupol
would also allow Moscow to cre-
ate a land bridge between the
Crimean peninsula, which it an-
nexed in 2014, and regions run
by pro-Russian separatists in the
east. In one of those regions, Lu-
gansk, Ukrainian forces are now
mounting a last ditch defence of
the city of Severodonetsk, for-
merly an industrial city of
100,000 people, now Russia's
next target.

In the same region, governor
Sergiy Gaiday said 60 civilians
were feared dead after a school
in the village of Bilogorivka was
hit in an air strike. “The bombs
fell on the school and unfortu-
nately it was completely de-
stroyed. There were a total of 90
people, 27 were saved,” he said.
AFP

Gunmen kill
48 in Nigeria
attacks:

Local official

Kano, Nigeria - Gunmen
killed at least 48 people in
attacks on three villages in
northwest Nigeria's Zam-
fara state, a local official and
residents said on Sunday.

Northwest and central
Nigeria have been ter-
rorised for years by criminal
gangs known as bandits
who raid and loot villages,
steal cattle and carry out
mass abductions of resi-
dents for ransom.

“A total of 48 people
were killed by the bandits in
the three villages (Damri,
Sabon Garin and Kalahe)
attacked Friday afternoon,”
said Aminu Suleiman, ad-
ministrative head of Bakura
district where the villages
are. Dozens of gunmen on
motorcycles entered the
three villages in coordi-
nated attacks, shooting
people as they tried to flee,
Suleiman said.

The worst hit was Damri
where the gunmen killed 32
people, Suleiman told AFP,
including patients at a hos-
pital. “They burnt a police
patrol vehicle, killing two
security personnel.” Troops
deployed in the area en-
gaged the attackersina gun
battle, forcing them to with-
draw, Suleiman added.

AFP

Enraged crowd loot a truck transporting cooking gas cylinders in

Colombo on Sunday (AFP)

Crowds jeer Sri Lankan
PM on rare outing

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Boos and
heckles greeted Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa on
Sunday on his first public outing
since  nationwide  protests
erupted demanding his ruling
family resign over the worsening
economic crisis.

Months of blackouts and
acute shortages of food, fuel and
medicines have caused wide-
spread suffering across the
South Asian island in its worst
economic downturn since inde-
pendence in 1948.

On Sunday, the premier vis-
ited one of the holiest Buddhist
temples - housing a reputedly
2,300-year-old tree - in Anurad-
hapura. But dozens of people
carried hand-written placards
and chanted slogans demanding
that ‘thieves’ be banned from the
sacred city, 200km north of
Colombeo.

“We will worship you if you
stand down (as Prime Minister)
and leave,” one man shouted.

Heavily armed Special Task
Force (STF) commandos were
deployed while police moved to
clear the road for Rajapaksa’s
convoy of six vehicles. Officials
said the premier returned to the
capital by helicopter.

Several major roads in the
country are blocked by people
protesting the lack of cooking
gas, petrol and diesel.

In the capital, a truck trans-
porting cooking gas was looted
on Sunday by crowds who had

been waiting in line overnight for
supplies.

Outnumbered police watched
helplessly as men climbed onto
the truck and got away with 84
cylinders of gas, officials said.

The government imposed a
state of emergency granting the
military sweeping powers to ar-
rest and detain people on Friday,
after trade unions brought the
country to a virtual standstill in a

bid to pressure President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to step
down.

The defence ministry said in a
statement on Sunday that anti-
government demonstrators were
behaving in a ‘provocative and
threatening manner' and disrupt-
ing essential services.

Unions said they would stage
daily protests from Monday to
pressure the government to re-
voke the emergency. Union
leader Ravi Kumudesh said they
will mobilise both state and pri-
vate sector workers to storm the
national parliament when it
opens its next session on May 17.
AFP

N Ireland in limbo after Sinn Fein triumphs

Belfast, UK - Northern Ireland’s
feuding leaders came under pres-
sure on Sunday to unite in a new
government after the Irish na-
tionalist party Sinn Fein secured
an unprecedented election win.

Once the political wing of the
paramilitary IRA, Sinn Fein won
enough seats in the devolved leg-
islature to nominate its Northern
Ireland leader Michelle O'Neill as
first minister.

The result from Thursday's
election for the Stormont assem-
bly marked a potentially seismic
shift, a century after Northern Ire-
land was carved out as a Protes-
tant fiefdom under British rule.
O'Neill said the result ‘ushersina
new era’ for the divided territory,
and Sinn Fein said it wanted a ref-
erendum on reuniting Ireland
within five years.

But only the UK government
can grant a referendum, and
Northern Ireland Secretary Bran-
don Lewis noted that a majority
of voters overall still backed the
constitutional status quo.

Ahead of convening party
leaders for talks in Belfast on

Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland and Irish republican Sinn Fein party member Michelle O'Neill (centre)

celebrates with party members in Magherafelt, Co Londonderry, on Friday (AFp)

Monday, Lewis recognised nev-
ertheless that Sinn Fein's triumph
was a ‘significant moment for
Northern Ireland'. “I think it is an
important moment to show that
everybody can work together, re-
gardless of who is first and
deputy first minister,” he said.
“That's what democracy is

about,” Lewis added, urging the
leaders to ‘work with each other
to find a way to come back into
Stormont (and) form the execu-
tive'. The Irish and US govern-
ments also urged Northern
Ireland's leaders to form a new
power-sharing executive, under
the terms of a 1998 peace deal

that ended three decades of
bloodshed.

Johnson under
pressure too

With all 90 Stormont seats filled
from Thursday's proportional
voting, Sinn Fein won 27 seats,
ahead of the Democratic Unionist

Party (DUP) on 25 and the cross-
community Alliance party on 17.
“The people have spoken, and
our job is now to turn up. | expect
others to turn up also,” O'Neill
told reporters.

But DUP leader Jeffrey Don-
aldson demanded Prime Minister
Boris Johnson first ‘deliver on his
word' and scrap post-Brexit trad-
ing rules with the EU, which
unionists fear are casting North-
ern Ireland adrift from the UK.

Lewis said the government still
preferred to negotiate a solution
with Brussels - but reserved the
right to act unilaterally to protect
intra-UK trade and Northern Ire-
land's constitutional status. “It's
very disappointing that what
we're hearing is the EU is already
saying it won't show any flexibil-
ity,” the minister said.

While Sinn Fein will get to
nominate a first minister, North-
ern lIreland’'s government can
only form under the 1998 deal if
the DUP agrees to take part and
serve in the role of deputy first
minister.

AFP

Australia PM says will ‘ensure’ no China base on

Sydney, Australia - Australia
would work with its allies to pre-
vent China setting up a military
base in the Solomon lIslands,
Prime Minister Scott Morrison
vowed on Sunday during a
heated debate before May 21
elections.

China's growing clout in the
Pacific has become a hot political
issue in Australia ahead of the
polls, following Beijing's an-
nouncement last month that it
had signed a security pact with
the Solomons.

The China-Solomons deal has
not been publicly released but a
leaked draft alarmed countries in
the region, particularly sections
that would allow Chinese naval
deployments to the Solomons -
less than 2,000km from Aus-
tralia.

The deal sparked fears China
may set up a military base in the

Australian PM Scott Morrison (right) and Opposition Leader Anthony

Albanese attend federal election campaign debate in Sydney on Sunday (AFp)

Pacific state, though the
Solomon Islands government
has insisted this is not on the
cards.

Morrison, whose conservative
government is trailing the oppo-

sition in latest opinion polls, has
been criticised for failing to pre-
vent China from signing the deal
in a region where Australia has
traditionally had great influence.

Opposition  Labour Party

leader Anthony Albanese de-
scribed it in the televised debate
as a ‘'massive foreign policy fail-
ure’.

The prime minister has
warned that establishing a Chi-
nese military base in the
Solomons would be crossing a
‘red line'.

Pressed during the debate on
what that red line means, Morri-
son said: “Australia would work
with partners to ensure that that
type of an outcome would be
prevented.”

Morrison added, however,
that it would be ‘unwise' to spec-
ulate about specific measures
that Australia might take to pre-
vent a military base being estab-
lished on the Solomons.

“The Solomon Islands govern-
ment themselves have made it
very clear to us that that is not an
outcome that they are seeking or

Solomons

supporting either. | believe it is
not in their national interest to
have such a presence,” he said.

‘Lack of transparency’
During Sunday's testy debate,
the Australian prime minister
and opposition leader also
sparred over the rising cost of liv-
ing, how best to tackle global
warming and anti-corruption
measures.

But China’s political and mili-
tary sway in the Pacific region
have emerged as a major foreign
policy concern.

Australia’s foreign minister
Marise Payne held talks with her
Solomons counterpart in Bris-
bane on Friday night during
which she repeated Australia’s
‘deep concern’ over the China
security agreement and the ‘lack
of transparency’ over its content.
AFP
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Long-haul, non-stop flights can span any length of time from five hours to 20 hours. And though the
final destination might hold much promise, most people dislike them for being confined to a seat

ave you looked out of an aircraft

window and seen the night arrive

twice within the same flight? Have

you had three meals on a flight, six

visits to the washroom and yet not
been able to grab 40 winks?

The travails of a long-haul flight are many. And they
all depend on each individual's own forbearance and
fortitude. A two-hour flight can be unbearable for
some while an 18-hour flight can be a great refresher
for others who look at it as an escape from the hulla-
baloo of the city and its cares.

The class of travel also has a great bearing on one's
comfort level. Some people envy the comforts of first
class and business class travel (as against economy
seats) but some feel distressed even though they

AMITA SANGHVI
Teacher-poet

enjoy a bed in the sky and luxurious meals on board
at their beck and call.

Qantas has now revealed plans for the world's
longest-duration commercial flight by the end of
2025, ferrying passengers between Sydney and Lon-
don on Airbus A350s in just over 19 hours.

Only a handful of airlines fly non-stop over such
vast distances, which present a host of challenges in-
cluding the capability of planes, commercial viability,
and even the health of crew and passengers.

Here are some of the longest-duration flights in the
world today:

Singapore to New York
18hrs 40min
Singapore Airlines Flight SQ24 to New York's John F

Kennedy International airport is currently the longest
commercial journey in the world, taking passengers
more than 15,000km from the city-state to the east-
ern United States on Airbus A350-900s. It also oper-
ates the second-longest journey - Flight SQ22, also on
A350-900s, to Newark in the US state of New Jersey
is scheduled at 18 hours and 25 minutes.

Darwin to London

17hrs 55min

The longest current Qantas route - QF9 - connects
Darwin in northern Australia with London daily, with
passengers covering almost 14,000km on Boeing 787
Dreamliners. The flights were originally operated be-
tween London and the western city of Perth, but were
moved to Darwin because of Covid-linked travel re-

HAMDAH AL SHAMSI
Financial coach-writer

| do not like long flights, so | avoid them as far
as possible - especially travel to US or
Canada. The last few hours are just unbear-
able due to being seated too long and, some-
how, | also constantly feel thirsty throughout
the flight.

My last longest flight was to Toronto
(Canada) - straight 14 hours.

| used to hate long flights, when | was
younger and travelled by economy as a stu-
dent to the United States, and later Australia.
But now, since | travel by Business Class, |
don’t mind as most airlines have seats that
turn into comfortable beds. | also take sleep-
ing pills with me.

The longest flight | had taken was to
Panama, but | booked a hotel in Amster-
dam airport and took the next day off. Oth-

strictions in Australia.

Los Angeles to Singapore

More than 17hrs

Singapore Airlines Flight SQ35 takes passengers more
than 14,000km over the Pacific Ocean from Los An-
geles on the US West Coast to the Asian city-state in
17 hours and 10 minutes.

New York-Hong Kong

16-17hrs

Cathay Pacific said in March that it was planning to
alter its New York-Hong Kong route over the Atlantic
instead of the Pacific Ocean, making it a longer jour-
ney than Singapore Airlines Flight SQ24 to JFK. The
flight path will cover 'just under 9,000 nautical miles'.

DR LAILA AL KHARUSI

Dentist, MD-Harub Dental Surgery

Long flights are exhausting, let alone when
you are travelling with your children. The time
of travel also plays a huge role - overnight
flights are the worst. And now, with having to
wear masks, it becomes even more
tiresome.

The longest flight | had taken was to Aus-
tralia from Muscat, But | was 16 then, and it
didn't feel bad. In the end, the destination is
what makes the journey worthwhile.

erwise, | don't think | would take that trip.

An Airbus A350-1000 aircraft on the tarmac at Sydney international airport on May 2, to mark a major fleet announcement by Australian airline Qantas

SITUATION WANTED

Seeks suitable positions in
fields of accounts / Audit

(Fulltime / Part-time or

* Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

FOR RENT

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

Contact: Girish Sewani-93893596

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Short-term assignment).
Well-versed in Accounting/
Tally ERP 9, financial cash
flow, 18+ year, Oman work
experience. GSM: 97078940,
Email: vks5971@gmail.com

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

) |

AUDIT, VAT, TAXATION

Accounting, Auditing,
Vat Services, Taxation

Gulf Center Consultancy & Audit
Chartered Accountants

Contact: 92469602/93949235

FREE
CLASSIFIED LISTING

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings

EMBASSY OF THE FEDERATIVE

REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL IN MUSCAT

BIDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
VEHICLE SALE

The Embassy of Brazil in Muscat, located at Way 1521, Villa 1424,
Madinat Al llam, will sell a BMW 525i vehicle, year 2009/2010, black,
4 doors, being driven 98,874 km. Rules and regulations of this bidding,
to take place at 2 pm on May 10, 2022, are available at

http://mascate.itamaraty.gov.br/en-us/News.xml

. J

for individuals in the following categories:
Situations Wanted/ Accommodation Wanted or Available/
Sale of Household Items/ Car for Sale or Wanted/
Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35)

Offices at Muscat, Salalah, Sohar & Sur
Email: kumar@gccaoman.com

Please email your listing to
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346
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WHITE DRAGON

Vietnam's spectacular, new glass-bottomed bridge — the world's longest such bridge - opens

on't look down! Enjoy the
spectacular view and
tread cautiously... Viet-
nam launched a brand
new attraction for tourists
with a head for heights last
week, with the opening of a glass-bottomed
bridge suspended 150m above a lush jungle.

The Bach Long pedestrian bridge - whose
name translates to 'white dragon' - in north-
west Son La province, snakes around dizzying
cliff faces before spanning a dramatic valley
between two peaks, hitting a total length of
632m.

The floor of the bridge is made from French-
produced tempered glass, making it strong
enough to support up to 450 people at a time,
while giving them a spectacular view of the
greenery in the gorge far below.

"When standing on the bridge, travellers will
be able to admire the beauty of nature,”" Hoang
Manh Duy, a representative of the bridge's op-
erator said.

The company says it is the world's longest
glass-bottomed bridge, surpassing a 526m
structure in Guangdong, China. Officials from
Guinness World Records are expected to verify
the claim next month.

Vietnamese tourism chiefs are seeking to
lure visitors back after two years of COVID-19
shutdowns that kept out virtually all foreign
travellers.

In mid-March, the country ended quaran-
tine for international visitors and resumed 15
days of visa-free travel for citizens from 13
countries.

Vietnam is also set to host the Southeast
Asian Games in two weeks - with more than
10,000 athletes and sports staff from countries
in the region en route. And Bach Long is Viet-
nam's third glass bridge, a big draw for tourists.

"l hope the bridge will lure more domestic
and international tourists to our area," local
resident Bui Van Thach said after walking
across it.

AFP

The looking glass

Bach Long bridge is located in Moc Chau Dis-
trict, Son La Province, Vietnam — 124 miles
west of Hanoi. The area is one of Vietnam's
most-popular tourist destinations and is
known for its forests, bat caves, waterfalls,
lakes, and tea plantations.

The structure of the bridge has two sections
- One expanse stretches 290m directly be-
tween two mountains while the other 342m
section runs along the side of a mountain. The
bridge's glass bottom is made of three layers
of super-tempered glass panels from French
specialists Saint-Gobain. Each panel is 4cm
thick and clear, so visitors can look at the valley
floor below.

The bridge can support up to five tonnes,
and so, only 500 people will be allowed on it at
atime, the Vietnam National Administration of
Tourism stated.

MUSCAT DAILY | 13

Chairman & Editor-in-chief PO Box 2616, Ruwi 112, Muscat, EDITORIAL ADVERTISING SUBSCRIPTION DISTRIBUTION
MUSCAT DAI LY Saleh Zakwani Sultanate of Oman Shaddad al Musalmy Sajir CP Toll Free No. 80076000 Shamshad Khan
Apex Press and Publishing. Tel: +968 24799388. Tel: +968 24799388 Mobile: +968 99474314 Email: customercare@apexmedia.co.om Toll Free No. 80076000
www.muscatdaily.com Printed at Apex Printing Press, Jiffnain Toll Free No. 80076000 Email: muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om Email: sajir@apexmedia.co.om Annual subscription offer: RO24 Email: shamshad@apexmedia.co.om



14 | MUSCAT DAILY | MONDAY, MAY 09, 2022

ONS JABEUR,
THE TRAILBLAZER

Tunisian star becomes the first Arab or African woman to win a WTA 1000 title as
she sharpens quest to inspire more Arab women to take up tennis

Paris, France - Ons Jabeur's long-
stated goal is that her historic ex-
ploits on court lead to more Arab
women taking up tennis - becom-
ing the first Arab player to win a
Grand Slam in next month's
French Open final would do won-
ders to achieve that.

The 27-year-old Tunisian be-
came a front-rank contender for
tennis's greatest prize on clay
with her gutsy three-set victory
over American Jessica Pegula in
the Madrid on Saturday.

In doing so the engaging and
highly expressive Jabeur wrote
another piece of tennis history.

Her 7-5, 0-6, 6-2 victory made
her the first Arab or African
woman to wina WTA 1000 title.

Her title in Birmingham last
year was the first for an Arab
woman player on the circuit and
she is the first Arab player - man
or woman - to crack the top 10.

Indeed, she will return to her
previous highest ranking of seven
on Monday.

With a tour-leading 12 victo-
ries on clay so far this season -
and with Australia’s world num-
ber one Ashleigh Barty having re-
tired - the omens seem positive
for her.

However, she has another
glass ceiling to crack in reaching
the last four of a Grand Slam for
the first time - so she has two
quarter-finals to her credit in
Australia in 2020 and Wimble-
don last year.

Jabeur - the junior champion
at Roland Garros in 2011 - is,
though, armed with a powerful
weapon apart from her stroke-
play.

"Definitely all those matches
I've won on clay will give me a lot
of confidence,” she said as she

Like

Isaid before, 1 always try to inspire
other generations.

absorbed her Madrid victory.
“When you're confident like
that and you win a lot of matches,
| think | should take this opportu-
nity to go, like, really forward and

win.
Jabeur admits to not watch-

ing much tennis when she was
growing up and it was her
husband Karim Kamoun who
was more “obsessed by Roland
Garros.”

Kamoun was on hand in
Madrid - he planted a kiss on her

cheek courtside after her triumph
- as were her siblings and the
head of the Tunisian tennis fed-
eration to see her momentous
win.

Jabeur welcomes such atten-
tion but she would like to see
more company in the locker
room on the tour as Arab female
players have been a rarity. Her
compatriot Selima Sfar reached a
career high of 75 in the world in
2001 but there was little progress
for other Arab women players
until Jabeur came on the scene.

“Being the only Arab is not
easy to be on tour right now,” she

said at Wimbledon last year.

“I just want to say if | did it
(succeed ontour), it's not impos-
sible. Like | said before, | always
try to inspire other generations.”

Jabeur's favourite player of all
time is America's three-time
Wimbledon finalist and 2003 US
Open champion Andy Roddick -
but it is Morocco's four-time
Grand Slam quarter-finalist
Hicham Arazi who has been her
role model.

Jabeur said just as Arazi in-
spired her, so she hopes she can
do the same for Arab women.
AFP

Carlos Alcaraz exults after winning a point against Novak Djokovic

Alcaraz downs
Djokovic to reach

Madrid final

Madrid, Spain - Carlos Al-
caraz believes the sky is the
limit after becoming the first
player to beat Rafael Nadal
and Novak Djokovic at the
same tournament on clay as
he stormed into the Madrid
Open final on Saturday.

The 19-year-old Spaniard
reached his second ATP Mas-
ters final in five weeks and
claimed his first win over a
reigning world number one,
overcoming Djokovic 6-7
(5/7),7-5,7-6 (7/5) in front
of a sell-out home crowd at
the Caja Magica.

Alcaraz has a tour-leading
seven wins against top-10
players this season. He enters
Sunday's final against defend-
ing champion Alexander
Zverev carrying a nine-match
winning streak, having tri-
umphed in Barcelona a couple
of weeks ago.

He is the youngest player
to beat a world number one in
17 years.

Asked if he sees a limit to
what he can achieve, Alcaraz
said: "l don't think so. Tomor-

row | will go for the final as |
did in Miami. I'm really happy
to be able to play a second
Masters 1000 final."

"I would say that | feel
ready to compete against
them (the top players) in
every single tournament, in
every single surface," added
the Miami champion.

Zverev moved into his third
Madrid final with a 6-4, 3-6,
6-2 win against Greek world
number five Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas, in a clash that finished at
1:06 am local time (2306
GMT Saturday).

The German second seed,
a champion in the Spanish
capital in 2018 and 2021, ex-
tended his Madrid winning
streak to nine consecutive
matches. Zverev has won
both of his previous meetings
against Alcaraz.

A calm and collected Al-
caraz kicked off the match
against Djokovic with a serv-
ice break, thanks to a well-
timed cross-court backhand
passing shot.

AFP

Ferrarl’'s

vMiami, United States - World
championship leader Charles
Leclerc praised the enthusiasm
of Ferrari's many American fans
Saturday, but warned of a tense
battle ahead after leading the
Italian team to a front-row lock-
out at the inaugural Miami Grand
Prix.

The 24-year-old Monegasque
claimed pole position ahead of
his Ferrari team-mate Carlos
Sainz after world champion Max
Verstappen made a rare error
and slipped to third on the grid
for Red Bull at a packed Miami
International Autodrome.

“The fans are crazy,” said a
beaming Leclerc. “But it's incred-
ible to be here in the United
States and to see how much the
sport has grown over the last few
years.

Charles Leclerc is flanked by second-placed qualifier Carlos Sainz (L) and

Max Verstappen, who came third (AFP)

“The last race weekend
wasn't great for me. | made a
mistake in that race. But today it

went well. “We are starting on
pole and we need to finish the job
tomorrow.

Leclerc grabs pole in Miami

“Red Bull are extremely quick
in the straight lines, but we are
quick in the corners and it will be
a tight challenge tomorrow. We
feel very motivated as there are
so many Ferrari fans here.”

Leclerc clocked a fastest lap in
one minute and 28.796 seconds
to outpace team-mate Sainz by
two-tenths.

Verstappen was third after
making a slight mistake on his
final flying lap. His Red Bull team-
mate Sergio Perez was fourth
with Valtteri Bottas fifth for Alfa
Romeo and seven-time cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton sixth for
Mercedes.

It was Leclerc's third pole this
year and the 12th of his career.
For Sainz it was the second time
he had secured a front-row start.
AFP

Coleman secures first 100m win after ban

Tokyo, Japan - US sprint star
Christian Coleman took first
place in his 100-metre debut
after returning from a ban for
breaching anti-doping rules,
clocking a “pretty decent”
10.09sec in Tokyo on Sunday.

The reigning 100m world
champion made his comeback in
January after the 18-month sus-
pension for failing to adhere to
whereabouts requirements,
which kept him from last sum-
mer’s Tokyo Olympics.

On Sunday the 26-year-old fi-
nally hit the track in Japan's Na-

tional Stadium for his first 100m
this season -- an experience that
left him feeling “pretty good"”
overall.

“| feel excited to have opened
up my season with a pretty de-
cent time... it's definitely some-
thing | can continue to build off,”
Coleman said after the race at the
Golden Grand Prix 2022.

“This is my first 100 in a few
years. So | put a lot of expecta-
tions on myself, and so | feel like |
give myself a B+ overall.”

Japan's Yuki Koike took sec-
ond place in 10.22sec, and Aus-

Christian Coleman

tralian Rohan Browning came
third in 10.23sec. The 100m sea-

son best is held by Kenya's Ferdi-
nand Omanyala, who ran it in
9.85sec on Saturday in Nairobi.

Spectators were barred from
Olympic athletics events over
Covid-19 concerns, but on Sun-
day fans filled the stadium'’s
lower stands, clapping enthusias-
tically for their favourites.

“To come here and compete in
the Olympic Stadium is always
exciting, and it's a blessing,” said
Coleman, who in March took sil-
ver in the 60m at the World In-
door Championships.

AFP
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TODAY'S MATCH

MUMBAI
INDIANS

KOLKATA KNIGHT
RIDERS

Kohli falls for third golden
duck but Bangalore win big

Mumbai, India - Superstar crick-
eter Virat Kohli's miserable bat-
ting form extended with a third
golden duck this IPL season on
Sunday but his team Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore hammered
Sunrisers Hyderabad by 67 runs.

Kohli got caught out first ball
of the match with a mistimed hit
to short midwicket, but skipper
Faf du Plessis hit an unbeaten 73
to guide Bangalore to 192-3 in
Mumbai.

Sri Lankan spinner Wanindu
Hasaranga then returned figures
of 5-18 to help dismiss Hyder-
abad for 125in19.2 overs as Ban-
galore, who are searching for
their maiden Indian Premier
League title, stay strong at fourth
in the 10-team table.

Hyderabad, led by Kane
Williamson, slumped to their
fourth straight loss as the
Twenty20 tournament moves
towards the business end and
teams jostle for play-off spots.

Bangalore recovered quickly
from Kohli's opening blow, when
left-arm spinner Jagadeesha Su-

Wanindu Hasaranga returned figures of 5 for 18 to destroy Sunrisers

chith prised out the star batter
with a pitched delivery.

It was Kohli's third dismissal in
the current IPL on the first ball,
after two in successive matches
last month. The 33-year-old for-
mer India captain has scored just
216 runs in 12 matches with just
one half-century.

Du Plessis and Rajat Patidar,
who made 48, then put on 105
runs to take the attack to the op-
position bowlers with speedster

Umran Malik going for 25 runs
off his two overs.

Du Plessis reached his second
half-century of the season with a
boundary, but Suchith denied
Patidar his fifty to return figures
of 2-30 from his four overs.

Du Plessis kept up the attack
and found company in Glenn
Maxwell, who hit two sixes be-
fore getting out in the 19th over
for 33.

AFP

Gayle hitsout at IPL
‘lack of respect’

Mumbai, India - West Indies
cricket star Chris Gayle says he
pulled out of this year's Indian
Premier League draw due to a
lack of “respect” in his previous
two seasons of the Twenty20
tournament.

The big-hitting self-styled
“Universe Boss" has long been a
popular fixture of the IPL, hitting
the most sixes - 357 - of any
player in the competition.

He played 10 matches for Pun-
jab Kings in the previous Covid-
hit edition before “bubble fatigue”
forced him to leave.

“For the last couple of years,
the way the IPL went about, | felt
like | wasn't treated properly,”
Gayle was quoted as saying by
British daily The Mirror.

“So | thought ‘okay, you
(Gayle) didn't get the respect you
deserved after you did so much
for the sport and IPL.

“So | said ‘okay, that's it, I'm
not going to bother to enter the
draft,’ so | left it as it is. There is
always going to be life after
cricket so I'm just trying to adapt
to normality.”

Chris Gayle

Gayle did not put his name up
for this season’s auction that had
top stars from across the globe.

But the 42-year-old Jamaican,
who holds the record for the IPL's
highest score of 175 in 2013,
wants to return to the tourna-
ment next season.

“Next year I'm coming back,
they need me!” he said.

“I've represented three teams
in the IPL, Kolkata, RCB (Royal
Challengers Bangalore) and Pun-
jab. Between RCB and Punjab, |
would love to get a title, with one
of those two teams.”

AFP
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LIVERPOOL WILT IN
BRIGHT SONLIGHT

Son’s goal help Tottenham hold Liverpool and land a big blow to Reds’ title dreams

Tottenham Hotspur's Son Heung-Min celebrates after scoring against Liverpool in their English Premier League match at Anfield on Sunday (AFP)

Liverpool, United Kingdom - Ju-
rgen Klopp said Liverpool cannot
give up hope in the Premier
League title race after a 1-1 draw
against Tottenham despite ad-
mitting he cannot see Manches-
ter City slipping up.

Klopp's side edged ahead of
City on goal difference after
dropping points at Anfield for the
first time since February.

But the English champions
can now afford to draw one of
their remaining four games and
still retain their title.

Pep Guardiola’s men can re-

take top spot and open up a
three-point lead when they host
Newcastle on Sunday.

“It is an important point but
we all know the situation,” said
Klopp.

“"We are now top of the table
and if we and City lose all the rest
of our games then great, but we
all know that will not happen.

“I would love to sit here and
say yes City will drop points, the
problemis | can't see it.”

A share of the spoils took Tot-
tenham to within a point of
fourth-placed Arsenal who in-

creased the gap to four with vic-
tory against Leeds on Sunday
and Spurs' chance of a top-four
finish now also rely on the Gun-
ners dropping points in two of
their final three games.

Son Heung-min rounded off a
brilliant team move to put Spurs
in front on 56 minutes.

Luis Diaz's deflected shot lev-
elled 16 minutes from time, but
Liverpool failed to find a winner.

“It is not easy to play in this
moment against an amazing
team in an amazing atmos-
phere,” said Tottenham boss An-

tonio Conte.

“The have a lot of energy de-
spite playing every three days, it
is incredible. They are deserving
of everything they are reaching
this season.

“To have a good result is pos-
itive but we have to be disap-
pointed because we had the
chances to win the game.”

Twenty-one points separate
the sides, but Spurs have made a
habit of saving their best for the
big occasion.

Conte's men are unbeaten in
all four meetings with City and

Liverpool this season.

Liverpool did not start like a
side fatigued by reaching the
Champions League final in their
57th game of the season against
Villarreal in midweek, as the in-
tense press from the home side
penned Tottenham in.

But their best effort came
from a corner as Virgil van Dijk
hit the crossbar.

Spurs also hit the woodwork
in the first-half when Pierre-
Emile Hojbjerg took aim from
long range.

AFP

Arsenal's Eddie Nketiah (L) celebrates with teammates after scoring their

second goal against Leeds in London on Sunday (AFP)

Arsenal boost top four
bid as Leeds slump into
relegation zone

London, United Kingdom - Eddie
Nketiah boosted Arsenal's bid to
finish in the Premier League's top
four with a brace in their 2-1 win
against Leeds as the Yorkshire
club dropped into the relegation
zone after Everton's 2-1victory at
Leicester on Sunday.

While second placed Man-
chester City waited for their
chance to go three points clear of
leaders Liverpool with a win
against Newcastle later on Sun-
day, the focus in the day's early
games was on the top four and
the relegation battle.

Nketiah netted twice in the
first 10 minutes at the Emirates
Stadium as Mikel Arteta’s side
earned their fourth successive
win. Leeds had skipper Luke
Ayling sent off and, although
Diego Llorente got one back, it
was too little, too late for Jesse
Marsch's strugglers.

Fourth placed Arsenal are four
points clear of fifth placed Tot-
tenham, with three games left for
both teams in the race to qualify
for next season's Champions

League via a top four finish.

Tottenham's gritty 1-1draw at
Liverpool on Saturday had kept
them in the hunt, but Arsenal will
visit their north London rivals on
Thursday knowing a win would
guarantee they finish above An-
tonio Conte’s men.

Arteta signed a three-year
contract extension on Friday and
he is on course to repay that faith
by leading Arsenal to their first
Champions League campaign
since 2016-17.

Nketiah spent time on loan at
Leeds earlier in his career, but the
Arsenal forward showed no
mercy to his old club.

In the fifth minute, Nketiah
punished a poor touch from lllan
Meslier, closing down the Leeds
keeper and tapping into the
empty net.

Nketiah hardly celebrated out
of respect for Leeds, but he
struck again five minutes later,
this time meeting Gabriel Mar-
tinelli's cross with a fine finish
from 12 yards.

AFP







