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SUNDAY

HM THE SULTAN SENDS GREETINGSGRADUAL INCREASE IN AIR 
TRAFFIC AT OMAN AIRPORTS MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 

Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations to King 
Mohammed VI of Morocco on the Anniversary 
of his ascension to the throne. In his cable, His 
Majesty the Sultan expressed his best wishes 
of good health, happiness and a long life to King 
Mohammed VI, praying to Allah the Almighty 
for the return of this and similar occasions 
on the King of Morocco while the brotherly 
Moroccan people realise aspirations of further 
progress and prosperity. -ONA

There is a continuous growth in 
air traffi  c at the airports of the 
Sultanate of Oman compared to the 
past months, and we hope during 
the coming period this movement 
will return to what it was in the 
year 2019, said  Eng Nayef bin Ali Al 
Abri, President of the Civil Aviation 
Authority. >A5

SAUDI ARABIA’S SOVEREIGN WEALTH FUND 
EYES INVESTMENTS WORTH $5BN IN OMAN

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Saudi Arabia’s Pub-
lic Investment Fund (PIF) said 
that it has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Oman Investment Author-
ity (OIA) and plans investments 
worth $5bn in Oman.

The MoU signed is intended 
to expand cooperation and in-
vestment between the two enti-
ties, enabling new and promising 
investments in Oman’s rapidly 
growing economy.

The PIF also seeks to boost its 
investments in Oman, one of the 

fastest-growing economies in the 
Middle East and North Africa 
region, by approaching diverse 
asset classes within numerous 
targeted sectors.

The MoU signing took place in 
Riyadh and was attended by Ab-
dulsalam Al Murshidi, the Presi-
dent of OIA. Yasir Al Rumayyan, 
Governor of PIF, HH Sayyed Fais-
al Al Said, Ambassador of Oman 

to Saudi Arabia, and Ibtisam Al 
Farooji, Undersecretary for In-
vestment Promotion at the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry, and 
Investment Promotion. 

Based on this MoU, OIA will 
explore investment opportunities 
and provide support to PIF. 

The MoU follows the establish-
ment of the Saudi Omani Invest-
ment Company, to allocate $5 

billion for investments across var-
ious promising sectors in Oman.

This is in addition to expand-
ing the PIF’s investment portfolio 
in the Omani market, which will 
stimulate investments in Oman 
due to new international strategic 
economic partnerships.

Abdulsalam bin Muhammad 
Al Murshidi, Chairman of OIA, 
said: “The memorandum con-

fi rms the commitment of Oman 
and Saudi Arabia of strengthening 
partnerships, and an endeavour 
to enhance economic integration, 
achieve sustainable development 
and advance economic invest-
ments in the region.”

Omani economy is growing
Commenting on the MoU, Mul-
ham Al Jarf, Deputy President for 
Investments at OIA, said, “The 
Omani economy is growing sig-
nifi cantly as a leading destination 
for international investments in 
the MENA region. This MoU is 
consistent with OIA’s eff orts and 
mandates to attract foreign direct 
investments in line with Oman 
Vision 2040’s national goals.”

“The partnership is founded 
upon our solid relationships with 
PIF, and it is expected to pave the 
way for more cooperation and the 
creation of varied partnerships to 
accelerate Oman and Saudi Ara-
bia’s economic diversifi cation.”

“Moreover, it opens the door 
for many private-sector partner-
ships between the two countries. 
It boosts the development and 
transformative trends in the two 
nations, eventually resulting in 
growth, sustainability, and pros-
perity,” he further added. >A4
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: There has not been 
any reports of panic buying nor a 
mad rush at leading supermarkets 
for the purchase of Indian rice 
in the Sultanate of Oman unlike 
news reports of such incidents 
happening in the USA.

This follows the Indian govern-
ment’s decision on July 20 to ban 
the export of non-basmati white 
rice to “ensure adequate availabil-
ity in the Indian market and to al-
lay the rise in prices in the domes-
tic market.” It did not restrict the 
export of the other types of semi/
wholly milled rice - basmati and 
parboiled rice.

Major rice traders in Oman said 
that the ban will have an impact 
but it would not be a major one 

unlike in 2007-2008 when the ban 
led to shortage of rice stocks in the 
Sultanate.

One of the oldest and leading 
rice traders admitted that the 
ban may result in a slight rise in 
the prices but the issue will be 

resolved soon with rice varieties 
from other countries likely to fi ll 
the gap.

In his remarks to Times of 
Oman, the rice trader, who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
said: “India has banned non-

basmati white rice but has not 
banned parboiled non-basmati 
rice. So price oriented consum-
ers will switch to parboiled 
non-basmati rice. There will be 
slightly upward movements in 
prices but not as bad as in 2008, 
considering that the new crops 
of basmati and non-basmati are 
just around the corner. Harvest-
ing of the new crop should start 
by September 2023.”

He added: “I do not see much to 
worry about in Oman as we have 
plentiful stocks and the highest 
consumption of rice by the local 
population is of basmati rice.”

Another major importer of rice 
from India, said: “The ban is cer-
tainly going to impact the market 
in Oman as we supply that quality 
of steam, white rice.”

The traders are of the view that 
it is a temporary issue as new sup-
pliers would enter the market. 
“Non-basmati rice could be pro-
cured from Pakistan, Vietnam, 
and Thailand to fi ll the gap,” said 
another trader.

A top representative of one of 
the biggest corporate houses in 
Oman that deals with imports of 
rice varieties admitted that “it has 
already created a worrying situ-
ation with the importers and the 
trade. The announcement of the 
UAE to ban exports of rice on Fri-
day is another cause of worry.”

He said: “Since the past few 
months, prices of long grain 
non-basmati rice from Pakistan 
have gone up over USD 100 per 
metric tonne due to the flood 
situation out there. >A5

N O N - B A S M A T I  W H I T E  R I C E

WORLD
French President 
visits Sri Lanka

2 French President 
Emmanuel Macron held 
discussions on bilateral 

cooperation and on an open and 
inclusive Indo-Pacifi c region 
with Sri Lanka President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe. >A6

SPORTS
Turkiye, Italy merge 
bids for Euro 2032

3
Turkiye and Italy are 
launching a joint bid to 
host the Euros in 2032.

Turkiye has requested to merge 
its bid to host Euro 2032 with Ita-
ly, potentially boosting the UK and 
Ireland’s chances of hosting the 
tournament in 2028. >B6

OMAN
Labour Law to boost 
job opportunities

1
The recent promulgation 
of Oman Labour Law 
by His Majesty Sultan 

Haitham bin Tarik will go 
a long way in enhancing 
employment opportunities for 
Omani youth. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

380
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman continues its 
eff orts to combat human traffi  ck-
ing. It is considered one of the 
fi rst countries to endorse a spe-
cial legislation to eliminate this 
crime, namely the law on combat-
ing human traffi  cking.

The Sultanate of Oman will 
join the rest of the world coun-
tries in marking the World Day 
Against Traffi  cking in Persons, 
which falls on 30 July every year. 
The theme of this year is “Reach 
every victim of traffi  cking, leave 
no one behind”.

Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Harthy, 
Undersecretary of the Foreign 
Ministry for Political Aff airs 
and Chairman of the National 
Committee to Combat Human 
Traffi  cking (NCCHT), said that 
Oman has paid great attention to 

combating the crime of human 
traffi  cking and all practices as-
sociated with it that contradict 
human principles and values. 

He affi  rmed that combating 
this crime requires regional and 
international cooperation, as 
Oman continues to protect peo-

ple and their dignity, and achieve 
their ambitions and aspirations.

Stemming from the belief in 
the importance of involving all 
government and non-government 
units in providing protection for 
victims of human traffi  cking,

Sheikh Al Harthy explained 
about the government’s coop-
eration with institutions of the 
private sector, as well as the civil 
society in this regard.

He affi  rmed that the national 
committee has been exerting ef-
forts to address these extraneous 
phenomena. In this context, he 
pointed out that the committee 
has completed the preparation 
for the new draft law to combat 
human traffi  cking, in coopera-
tion with international and local 
experts, as well as the United Na-
tions Offi  ce on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC).  Full report >A2

D I G N I T Y  O F  P E O P L E

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik left on Saturday for the Federal Republic of Germany 

on a private visit. May Allah the Almighty protect His Majesty the Sultan wherever he 

might be and grant him good health, wellbeing and long life! -ONA

Oman continues its eff orts to 
combat human traffi  cking  

Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Harthy

HIS MAJESTY LEAVES FOR GERMANY

Will India’s rice export ban hit markets?
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Dhuhr .............................................12:18pm

Asr ......................................................3:41pm

Maghrib ........................................6:56pm

Isha....................................................8:14pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) ..................... 4:13am

Oman continues relentless efforts 
to combat human trafficking

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman 
will join the rest of the world coun-
tries in marking the World Day 
Against Traffi  cking in Persons, 
which falls on 30 July every year. 
The theme of this year is “Reach 
every victim of traffi  cking, leave no 
one behind”.

Meanwhile, Oman continues its 
relentless eff orts to combat human 
traffi  cking. It is considered one of 
the fi rst countries to endorse a 
special legislation to eliminate this 
crime, namely the law on combat-
ing human traffi  cking.

In a statement to Oman News 
Agency, Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Har-
thy, Undersecretary of the Foreign 
Ministry for Political Aff airs and 
Chairman of the National Com-
mittee to Combat Human Traf-
fi cking (NCCHT) said that the 
Sultanate of Oman has paid 
great attention to combating the 
crime of human trafficking and 
all practices associated with it 
that contradict human princi-
ples and values.

He affi  rmed that combating this 
crime requires regional and in-
ternational cooperation, as Oman 
continues to protect people and 
their dignity, and achieve their am-
bitions and aspirations.

He also confi rmed that Oman, 

represented by the NCCHT, con-
tinues to work diligently in accord-
ance with internal and regional 
laws, treaties and conventions re-
lated to combating human traffi  ck-
ing to address this phenomenon. 
He pointed out that the committee 
works within the framework of co-
operation with its partners in civil 
society at the national and interna-
tional levels to combat human traf-
fi cking, uphold the rule of law and 
preserve human values.

Sheikh Al Harthy further noted 
that the Sultanate of Oman has 
shown unremitting eff orts in 
confronting this crime, based on 
the Basic Law of the State, which 
guarantees justice and equality for 
all segments of society, and main-
tains security and protection for 
citizens and residents from any 
transgressions aff ecting their dig-
nity and legitimate rights.

Stemming from the belief in 
the importance of involving all 
government and non-government 
units in providing protection for 
victims of human traffi  cking,

Sheikh Al Harthy explained that 
Oman’s government cooperates 
with institutions of the private 
sector, as well as the civil society in 
this regard.

He affi  rmed that the national 
committee has been exerting sin-
cere eff orts to address these extra-
neous phenomena. In this context, 
he pointed out that the committee 
has completed the preparation for 

the new draft law to combat hu-
man traffi  cking, in cooperation 
with international and local ex-
perts, as well as the United Na-
tions Offi  ce on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC).

In his turn, Judge Dr. Hatem Ali, 
Regional Representative of the 
UNODC Regional Offi  ce for the 
Gulf Cooperation Council lauded 
the eff orts exerted by Oman to 
combat this crime through devel-
oping the national system, which 
includes the establishment of a 
national referral system, build-
ing and developing the capabili-
ties of law enforcement agencies, 
criminal justice and the labour 
system, in addition to the human 
rights system.

In a high-level international 
meeting on combating human traf-
fi cking held at the United Nations 
headquarters in New York in 2021, 
the Sultanate of Oman affi  rmed 
that this phenomenon is not com-
patible with its fi rm principles and 
values. Oman also underscored its 
determination to eradicate this 
phenomenon by all legal means.

The Sultanate of Oman has 
achieved many successes in the 
past period through the National 
Committee to Combat Human 
Traffi  cking (NCCHT), includ-
ing the accession of the Sultan-
ate of Oman, by Royal Decree No. 
46/2020, to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights which is related 

to granting individuals, including 
workers, their rights and prevent-
ing them from being subjected to 
any violation.

Oman is also making extensive 
eff orts to improve working con-
ditions and guarantee workers’ 
rights in terms of occupational 
safety and health, and guarantee 
their legal rights. The issuance of 
the Labour Law by Royal Decree 
No. 53/2023 dates 7/25/2023 rep-
resents one of these eff orts.

The law included many arti-
cles covering labour issues, such 
as work contract, employer and 
worker obligations, working hours, 
vacations, wages, employment of 
minors, occupational safety and 
health standards at work, settle-
ment of labour disputes, penalties, 
and others.

Oman’s eff orts in this regard also 
includes the formation of a nation-
al committee comprising several 
government units concerned with 
developing a high-level national 
plan to combat human traffi  cking, 
based on the provisions of Article 
22 of the Anti-Human Traffi  cking 
Law issued by Royal Decree No. 
126/2008.

The committee conducts rele-
vant studies and research, and car-
ries out media campaigns to com-
bat the crime of human traffi  cking 
and protect the victims. It acts as 
a centre for coordinating national 
eff orts in the fi eld of combating 
human traffi  cking.

The National Committee to 
Combat Human Traffi  cking (NC-
CHT) draws up a national action 
plan every three years based on the 
outputs of national and interna-
tional reports and recommenda-
tions to combat human traffi  cking, 
in a manner that copes with pre-
vailing laws and regulations in the 
Sultanate of Oman.

Oman provides hotlines for re-
porting the crime of human traf-
fi cking, operating around the clock 
in Arabic and English. Reporting 
can also be done through the com-
mittee’s website, which provides 
reports in 14 languages.

The most remarkable eff orts 
made by the Sultanate of Oman in 
terms of judicial prosecution were 
allocating an offi  ce for combating 
human traffi  cking in the Public 
Prosecution, the Royal Oman Po-
lice, the Ministry of Labour and 
the Foreign Ministry.

The eff orts also include the 
formation of a rapid intervention 
team in 2019 headed by the Pub-
lic Prosecution and comprises the 
Foreign Ministry, the Ministry of 
Labour, the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and the Royal Oman 
Police.

The Department of combating 
human traffi  cking at the Royal 
Oman Police was upgraded to an 
administration that includes 4 
departments, namely monitoring 
and information gathering, inter-
national cooperation, case aff airs, 
and coordination and follow-up.

In order to preserve the values 
of humanity, maintain the status 
of people and protect them from 
any form of slavery, the Royal 
Oman Police, represented by the 
Directorate General of Inquiries 
and Criminal Investigations, plays 
remarkable roles in combating the 
crime of human traffi  cking, ac-
cording to an effi  cient and highly 
professional work system.

The Ministry of Labour plays 
an important role in combating 
human traffi  cking. It includes 
a special section for combating 

human traffi  cking, which is con-
cerned with investigating com-
plaints related to human traffi  ck-
ing and providing victims with 
necessary care.

The section also organises 
awareness and educational cam-
paigns to prevent human traf-
fi cking, cooperates with local and 
international units in combating 
human traffi  cking and exchanges 
information and experiences, as 
well as providing training and vo-
cational rehabilitation for victims 
to increase their chances of ob-
taining legitimate and sustainable 
job opportunities.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of So-
cial Development plays a remark-
able role also in this regard. The 
Department of Family Protection 
at the Directorate General of Fam-
ily Development provides protec-
tion and assistance to victims of 
human traffi  cking through a num-
ber of programmes, such as “Care 
& Rehabilitation”, “Social Care” 
and “Health Care”.

The department also provides 
temporary accommodation for 
the victims.

With regard to legal protection, 
the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment takes legal measures through 
its legal specialists, in a way that 
guarantees the protection of 
victims.

The Directorate General of 
Family Department has also 
signed many memorandums of 
cooperation with a number of civil 
society institutions in the Sultan-
ate of Oman with regard to com-
bating human traffi  cking.

It should be emphasised that 
combating human traffi  cking is 
a national responsibility, which 
requires the solidarity of all mem-
bers of society to confront and 
combat it in cooperation with the 
departments concerned. In this 
context, the National Commit-
tee to Combat Human Traffi  cking 
(NCCHT) plays pioneering roles 
and provides protection and assis-
tance to victims. -ONA
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‘Labour Law to boost job 

opportunities for youth’
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The recent promul-
gation of Oman Labour Law by 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik will go a long way in 
enhancing employment op-
portunities for Omani youth 
and the government is count-
ing on their contribution to 
the economic development of 
the country, according to a top 
government official.

In his comments to Oman 
News Agency (ONA) on Satur-
day, Dr. Nasser bin Rashid Al 
Ma’awali, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Economy, said: “The 
Labour Law will contribute a lot 
in providing employment oppor-
tunities for Omani youth, under-
lining the focus on Omanisation. 
We are counting on the Omani 
labour force to make a signifi -
cant contribution in the national 
economy and their empower-
ment will boost the private sector 
in the future.”

Al Ma’awali said: “The Labour 
Law is one of the most prominent 
aspects governing the legislative 
framework of economic aff airs in 
the Sultanate of Oman, as labour 
market and employment policies 
are fundamental pillars of eco-
nomic development.

“The groundbreaking Labour 
Law Decree is closely aligned 
with the principles of Oman Vi-
sion 2040 and the tenth fi ve-
year development plan (2021-
2025). It is specifi cally tailored 
to address the needs of the labour 
market in the country and in 
line with the basic labour stand-
ards of the International Labour 
Organisation.”

Al Ma’awali pointed out that 
both the labour market and em-
ployment sector are the basic 
engine for the progress of the 
Omani economy. He said: “The 
Labour Law is an important leg-
islative tool and will contribute 
to achieving the goals of the tenth 
fi ve-year plan through strategic 
programmes laid out.

“We need to provide a labour 
market that is attractive for 
competent workers and keeps 

pace with demographic, eco-
nomic, knowledge and technical 
changes.”

Al Ma’awali stressed that 
the new provisions of the law 
will enable the private sector 
to take charge of the economic 
growth and achieve the desired 
integration. 

He noted: “The growth in the 
private sector will help in the 
contribution of increased la-
bour productivity. The new pro-

visions of the law will empower 
the private sector and overcome 
the challenges it faces. The law 
has given clear importance on 
upgrading national capabili-
ties and providing an attractive 
work environment for compe-
tencies commensurate with 
modern work patterns, related 
to working hours, fl exibility, and 
remote work.

Al Ma’awali also spoke on the 
social dimension of the Labour 
Law and stressed that the law was 
in line with the Social Protection 
Law. He said: “The law includes 
privileges for people with dis-
abilities and working women that 
guarantees their rights in this 
system. Policies and legislation 
that empower women socially and 
economically are in line with the 
principles of human rights and are 
also included in the programmes 
of the tenth fi ve-year plan.”

The undersecretary said that 
the law will improve the business 
environment and enhance mar-
ket competitiveness, creating a 
competitive business environ-
ment that would attract invest-
ment and help in achieving the 
target of the tenth fi ve-year plan.

Al Ma’awali said: “The Labour 
Law will enhance the position of 
the Sultanate of Oman on inter-
national indicators, and help keep 
the momentum of the country’s 
economic growth.”

F O C U S  O N  O M A N I S A T I O N

NEW JOBS: Dr. Nasser 

bin Rashid Al Ma’awali, 

Undersecretary of the 

Ministry of Economy, 

said, ‘The Labour Law will 

contribute a lot in providing 

job opportunities for Omani 

youth. – ONA
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‘Logos Hope’ ship adds 
to flavour of Khareef

Times News Service

SALALAH: The ‘Logos Hope’ 
ship, the largest fl oating library 
in the world, arrived at the Port 
of Salalah on Saturday, where it 
opened its doors with a visual 
presentation about the ship, its 
objectives and what it off ers dur-
ing its journey around the world, 
through 400 volunteers from dif-
ferent countries of the world.

His Highness His Highness 
Sayyid Marwan bin Turki Al Said, 
Governor of Dhofar, said: “The 
ship carries more than one ele-
ment of attraction through com-
munication between people and 
the promotion of public health 

and education. The presence of 
the largest mobile book fair in the 
world with its diverse books from 
diff erent languages, targets all age 
groups and provides  an opportu-
nity to refi ne life skills.”

He pointed out that the ship’s 
docking at the port of Salalah co-
incided with the Khareef Dhofar 
season, in which there are many 
tourists from inside and outside 
the Sultanate of Oman, and this 
is an additional element that en-

hances the cultural aspects that 
the season seeks to portray.

Last Arab station
For his part, Edward David, the 
ship’s manager, said: “The ship 
visited many cities around the 
world, and the city of Salalah is 
the last Arab station to stop at, 
pointing out that this visit is the 
second since 2011.

The ship will stay at the port of 
Salalah for 7 days, receiving visi-

tors daily from four in the after-
noon until ten in the evening.

It should be noted that the 
“Logos Hope Ship” is one of the 
most famous mobile book fairs in 
the world. During its movement 
around the world, it transfers 
knowledge through a series of 
seminars and cultural events that 
are presented to visitors inside 
the ship, which includes a wide 
range of titles and books, number-
ing more than 5,000. 

The “Logos Hope” docked at 
the Port of Sultan Qaboos in the 
Wilayat of Muttrah from 14-22 
July, to be its third visit, as it had 
previously visited the Sultanate 
of Oman twice, the fi rst in 2011, 
and the second in 2013, and it is 
owned by the German charitable 
organization. (Good books for 
everyone), and annually receives 
nearly a million visitors.

49 million visitors
Since its establishment in 1970, it 
has visited more than 150 coun-
tries and territories around the 
world, and the number of its visi-
tors has reached 49 million peo-
ple since its launch as a library 
in 2009, while its staff  includes 
volunteer employees from more 
than 70 nationalities, numbering 
400 people. With ONA inputs
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KOLKATA: The Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism is promoting the 
Sultanate of Oman and its distin-
guished tourism potential in the 
Indian city of Kolkata as part of its 
campaign in the Republic of India.

The Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism also aims to introduce 
tourist packages and off ers by 
tourism companies, in addition to 
communicating with commercial 
partners, gaining direct insights 
into Indian market trends, and pro-
viding fi rst-hand information about 
destinations, tourist attractions, 
and accommodation facilities in the 
Sultanate of Oman, with the partici-
pation of more than 200 tourism in-
stitutions and companies.

The ministry’s delegation is 

headed by Asma bint Salem Al 
Hajri, Assistant Director Gen-
eral of Tourism Promotion at the 
Directorate General of Tourism 
Promotion.

It is noteworthy that the work-
shops began on July 24 and will 
continue until Monday, with the 
participation of representatives 
of tourism institutions and es-
tablishments operating in the 
Sultanate of Oman, in addition to 
the most prominent partners of 
the tourism sector in India rep-
resenting travel agencies, tour 
operators, representatives of 
various media, traveling between 
four major cities that are con-
sidered a source of traffi  c. Tour-
ism started from Delhi, passing 

through Jaipur, Kolkata and end-
ing in Mumbai.

The organisation of the mobile 
promotional workshops comes 
within the framework of the ef-
forts made by the Ministry of 
Heritage and Tourism to target 
the Indian tourist market and 
promote Oman as an ideal des-
tination for Indian travellers for 
entertainment, weddings and 
events, and introduce the most 
important cultural and cultural 
landmarks and the most promi-
nent tourist sites and compo-
nents that it abounds in.

The promotional seminars in-
cluded introductory visual presen-
tations from the ministry’s special-
ists and tourism representation 

offi  ce in India. It also witnessed 
meetings between the ministry’s 
delegation and senior offi  cials in 
the tourism sector in India, and 
ways of cooperation, fi nding part-
nerships and contracting with 
Indian companies, in addition to 
meeting with Indian media.

Sunjit, Director of the Tour-
ism Representation Offi  ce of the 
Ministry of Heritage and Tourism 
in India, indicated that the direct 
workshops with representatives 
of travel and tourism companies 
aim to market the Sultanate of 
Oman as a tourist destination 
that meets the requirements and 
desires of Indian tourists and pro-
vides them with a new and rich 
tourism experience.

He added that the Sultanate 
of Oman is witnessing a steady 
growth in the number of tourists 
coming to it, and this was rein-
forced by the infrastructure of the 
tourism sector and the availabil-
ity of hotel facilities that meet the 
various needs of tourists, in addi-
tion to its unique heritage, tour-
ism, environmental and cultural 
components regionally on the 
other hand, and the availability of 
exceptional experiences through 
a variety of adventures. Which is 
very popular with a large segment 
of tourists around the world.

The Sultanate of Oman is one of 
the favourite nearby destinations 
for Indians, with the availability 
of direct fl ights between the two 

countries, which shortens the dis-
tance between the two countries 
to less than four hours, in addition 
to visa facilities, and the availabil-
ity of a variety of hotel options.

He stressed the vital role played 
by the Tourism Representative 
Offi  ce in India to promote the 
Sultanate of Oman through direct 
business meetings with travel 
sector partners, and also work 
closely with all stakeholders in-
cluding airlines and tourism com-
panies, in addition to presenting 
joint marketing off ers, and focus-
ing on Various media outlets by 
providing press releases and peri-
odic newsletters, and promoting 
via social media.

It is noteworthy that the or-
ganisation of these mobile pro-
motional circles comes as a 
continuation of the tourism 
promotion eff orts carried out 
by the Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism through its external 
representation offi  ces in many 
countries around the world. The 
Sultanate of Oman is a tourist 
destination with rich and diverse 
components that suit the various 
requirements and aspirations of 
the qualitative tourism markets 
that are interested in it. targeted 
by the Sultanate of Oman. -ONA

Oman takes part in 

climate group meeting

Rising bilateral 

cooperation

NEW DELHI: The Sultanate 
of Oman, represented by the 
Environment Agency, partici-
pated in the G20 meetings - the 
fourth meeting of the Environ-
ment and Climate Sustainabil-
ity Working Group.

The delegation of the Sul-
tanate of Oman was headed by 
Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al Amri, 
Chairman of the Environment 
Authority.This meeting came 

to agree on the final statement 
which included discussions 
during the four meetings: Bio-
diversity, land degradation, wa-
ter resources management, cir-
cular economy, blue economy 
and climate.

The participation of the Sul-
tanate of Oman in these meet-
ings comes at the invitation of 
the friendly Republic of India. 
-ONA

The conclusion of the MoU re-
fl ects the deep-rooted Omani-
Saudi relationships and the next 
level of evolution of bilateral co-
operation under the two nation’s 
wise leadership. 

This is a realisation of a stra-
tegic partnership on the invest-
ment and economic fronts es-
tablished on the solid historical, 
cultural, economic, and political 
ties between both nations.

The MoU provides benefi ts 
and incentives for PIF and its 
portfolio companies, which in-
tend to unlock investment oppor-
tunities in Oman. 

The MoU also represents a sig-
nifi cant milestone in PIF’s and 
OIA’s strategic partnership as it 
aims to expand PIF’s portfolio 
in Oman, building on the re-
cent establishment of the Saudi 
Omani Investment Company 
(SOIC), a PIF-wholly owned 
company, which intends to in-
vest up to $5 billion in promis-
ing sectors in Oman.

The Saudi Omani Investment 
Company (SOIC), a PIF-wholly 
owned company, recently closed 
its fi rst investment in Oman as 
a 20 percent anchor investor in 
Abraj Energy Services’ IPO and 
continues to seek other invest-
ment opportunities with OIA and 
its companies.

Investment activities
Through this MoU, PIF aims to 
streamline its investment ac-
tivities in Oman across a wide 
range of asset classes and target 
industries. 

The OIA is expected to explore 
attractive investment oppor-
tunities for cooperation and 
partnership with PIF, in addi-
tion to providing all aspects of 
support required in the Omani 
market.Yazeed A. Al-Humied, 
Deputy Governor and Head of 
Mena Investments at PIF, said: 
“This MoU is an important step 
in further strengthening the 
relationship between PIF and 
OIA to expand investment and 
cooperation in the fast-growing 
Omani economy. 

“PIF aims to create long-term 
strategic partnerships in the re-
gion that support the creation of 
sustainable returns, deliver value 
to local economies, maximise 
PIF’s assets, and diversify the 
Saudi Arabian economy in line 
with Vision 2030.”

Mulhem Basheer Al Jarf, 
Deputy President for Invest-
ment at OIA, said: “This MoU 
builds on our existing rela-
tionship with PIF and enables 
greater cooperation, driving 
economic diversifi cation in 
Saudi Arabia and Oman. It aims 
to facilitate partnership oppor-
tunities for the private sector 
in both countries, in alignment 
with OIA’s eff orts to attract 
FDI to the Sultanate of Oman 
through Oman’s 2040 vision.”

As a key government entity 
responsible for strategic invest-
ments, OIA plays a leading role 
in Oman’s eff orts to diversify the 
economy, foster sustainable de-
velopment, and create a prosper-
ous future for its people. 

G 2 0  M E E T I N G S

O M A N - S A U D I  A R A B I A

Ministry of Tourism 

aims to introduce 

tourist packages and 

off ers by tourism 

companies in Oman

Tourism destinations of Oman
promoted in Indian city Kolkata
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Gradual rise in traffic 
at airports in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: There is a continuous 
growth in air traffi  c at the airports 
of the Sultanate of Oman com-
pared to the past months, and we 
hope during the coming period 
this movement will return to what 
it was in the year 2019, said  Eng 
Nayef bin Ali Al Abri, President of 
the Civil Aviation Authority.

He stressed that the growth 

in air traffi  c would be achieved 
by activating the national car-
riers and linking them to many 
new destinations, acquiring new 
aircraft for the national carriers 
and attracting other carriers from 
around the world to the airports 
of the Sultanate of Oman.

The President of the Civil Avia-
tion Authority stated that the air-
ports of the Sultanate of Oman 
have recovered more than they 
were previously, as the percent-
age reached nearly 70 percent, 
and he expects that the coming 
months will witness the return of 
traffi  c to airports more than it was 
in 2019. The Civil Aviation Au-
thority is keen to enhance coop-
eration in the fi eld of air transport 
with various countries and seeks 

to increase the operation of air-
lines to and from the airports of 
the Sultanate of Oman as a contri-
bution to supporting the growth 
of economic, social and tourism 
activities.

The Sultanate of Oman is 
now linked to a number of bilat-
eral agreements in the fi eld of air 
transport with many countries of 
the world, aimed at regulating air 
transport services, including the 
technical and operational aspects, 
and strengthening relations in the 
fi eld of civil aviation with coun-
tries of the world.

The President of the Civil Avia-
tion Authority, confi rmed that the 
authority is seeking to sign three 
other agreements, and there are 
ongoing negotiations with many 

other countries. 
The number of agreement has 

now reached 122, of which 66 are 
open skies agreements between 
the Sultanate of Oman. and coun-
tries of the world, he added.

He said in a statement to Oman 
News Agency that the author-
ity seeks to invest in these agree-
ments and open windows for na-
tional carriers by activating them 
and linking the Sultanate of Oman 
with other countries of the world. 

He  indicated that there are ap-
proximately 40 operating com-
panies serving the airports of the 
Sultanate of Oman in Muscat, 
Salalah and Sohar, and we hope 
to attract the largest number in 
next period.

Statistics issued by the Civil 
Aviation Authority indicated that 
the number of passengers through 
the airports of the Sultanate of 
Oman increased by 30.3 percent 
during the fi rst six months of 
this year, bringing their number 
to 1.98 million passengers, com-
pared to 842,800 passengers dur-
ing the same period in 2022.

Aircraft traffi  c witnessed an 
increase of 28.4 percent by the 
end of June 2023, to reach 9,784 
fl ights, compared to 7,622 fl ights 
by the end of June 2022. -ONA

The growth in 

air traffi  c would 

be achieved by 

activating the 

national carriers and 

linking them to many 

new destinations 

and acquiring new 

aircraft

India accounts for over 40% of rice exports worldwide totalling 55.4mn metric tonnes

In Oman, we import 
good quality non-bas-
mati rice from India. 
There could be a short-
age if Oman’s Consumer 

Protection Authority (CPA) does 
not permit price increase of local 
non-basmati brands existing in 
the market.”

The top offi  cial added: “Par-
boiled rice from India will be al-
lowed at 20 percent surcharge 

to be paid by exporters. The new 
crop will start only from Novem-
ber, so importers are in a quan-
dary whether to import at a high 
price or wait and watch. This 
could cause certain brands to be 
stocked out.”

India is one of the largest rice 
exporters, accounting for more 
than 40 per cent of rice exports, 
amounting to 55.4 million metric 
tonnes last year. India is also one of 

the major sources of rice imports 
for Oman importers.

India’s rice shipments
India’s rice shipments reached 
a record 22.2 million tonnes in 
2022, more than the combined 
shipments of the world’s next four 
biggest exporters of the grain —
Thailand, Vietnam, Pakistan and 
the USA.

“India is a major supplier of non-

basmati rice and the ban on ex-
ports will lead to a reduction in the 
availability of rice in the market. 
This could lead to higher prices for 
rice, as well as supply constraints 
for businesses that rely on rice as a 
key ingredient,” said another sup-
plier to major hypermarkets.

He added: “Non-basmati rice 
is a popular staple diet of people 
from South India but in this situ-
ation, the expatriates may switch 

to basmati rice.”
Meanwhile, Oman’s neighbour, 

UAE, has banned rice exports and 
re-exports for four months, in-
cluding rice of Indian origin, the 
state news agency WAM reported 
on Friday.

The UAE, which imports 90 per-
cent of its food, said the ban would 
cover rice of all varieties including 
brown rice, fully or partially milled 
rice and broken rice.

Companies wishing to export or 
re-export rice must submit a re-
quest to the ministry of economy 
to obtain an export permit outside 
the country, WAM reported.

The ban follows a decision by 
India’s government last week to 
halt exports of non-basmati white 
and broken rice amid an increase 
in prices and after late but heavy 
monsoon rains caused signifi cant 
damage to the crops.

N O N - B A S M A T I  R I C E

Sayyid Shihab conveys 

HM’s condolences on 

demise of Sheikh Said 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan

ABU DHABI: Delegated by His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, 
His Highness Sayyid Shihab bin 
Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Defence Aff airs conveyed 
condolences of His Majesty the 
Sultan to Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
the death of Sheikh Said bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Ruler’s 
Representative.

This came when the UAE Presi-
dent received HH Sayyid Shihab 
at Al Mushrif Palace in the UAE’s 
capital Abu Dhabi.

HH Sayyid Shihab is accompa-
nied by HH Sayyid Taimour bin 
Asa’ad Al Said, Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Central 
Bank of Oman (CBO), Sayyid Ham-
oud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister 
of Interior, Dr. Hamad bin Said Al 
Aufi , Head of the Private Offi  ce, Dr. 
Abdullah bin Nasser Al Harrasi, 
Minister of Information, Eng. Said 
bin Hamoud Al Ma’awali, Minister 
of Transport, Communications 
and Information Technology and 
Sayyid Dr. Ahmed bin Hilal Al Bu-
saidi, Ambassador of the Sultanate 
of Oman to the UAE. — ONA
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Top Senegal opposition leader arrested
DAKAR: Top Senegal opposition 
leader Ousmane Sonko was ar-
rested on Friday following a scuffl  e 
with security forces stationed out-
side his residence.

The fi rebrand politician said in 
a post on social media that soldiers 
had fi lmed him with their phones 
as he returned from mosque 
prayers on Friday, prompting him 
to snatch one of the phones and 

ask them to delete the video.
Senegal’s public prosecutor said 

that Sonko “stole” the phone of a 
soldier whose vehicle broke down 
near the political leader’s home 
and issued a “subversive” message 
on social media.

Sonko, 49, has been mired in a 
fl urry of legal woes, which he says 
are a bid to keep him out of politics.

In June, Sonko was sentenced 

in absentia for two years in jail 
for immoral behavior towards in-
dividuals younger than 21, which 
makes him ineligible to run for 
president in next year’s election.

He has denied any wrongdoing 
and is yet to be taken to prison.

Since the court proceedings, 
the opposition leader has stayed 
at his home in Dakar, saying that 
gendarmes stationed outside were 

stopping him from leaving.
The case against Sonko had 

sparked some of the most violent 
protests  in Senegal’s history with 
hundreds of his supporters clash-
ing with security forces on the 
streets. Following Friday’s inci-
dent, Sonko called on his support-
ers to prepare for resistance in his 
statement on microblogging site X, 
formerly known as Twitter. — DW

F I R E B R A N D  P O L I T I C I A N

French President 
makes ‘historic’ 
visit to Sri Lanka
COLOMBO: French President 
Emmanuel Macron held discus-
sions on bilateral cooperation 
and on an open and inclusive 
Indo-Pacifi c region with Sri Lan-
kan delegation headed by Presi-
dent Ranil Wickremesinghe, 
according to statements by both 
sides on Saturday.

The visit was the fi rst-ever 
visit by a French President to 
Sri Lanka. During the “historic” 
visit, Wickremesinghe and Ma-
cron held friendly and produc-
tive bilateral discussions which 
lasted for an hour and fi fteen 
minutes, the Sri Lankan Presi-
dent’s offi  ce said.

The main objective of the visit 
was to enhance and elevate the 

existing relations between Sri 
Lanka and France, especially 
considering the 75th anniversary 
of their diplomatic ties being cel-
ebrated this year, according to the 
statement.

As the fourth-largest creditor 
to Sri Lanka, France pledged its 
assistance in the debt restruc-
turing process, aiming for a posi-
tive outcome for the country, the 
statement read.

Macron arrived in Sri Lanka on 
the night of July 28 following his 
trip to the South Pacifi c region.

Macron said Sri Lanka, 
France share the same goal of an 
open, inclusive and prosperous 
Indo-Pacifi c.

 — ANI

B I L A T E R A L  C O O P E R A T I O N 29.2mn people expected 
to need humanitarian aid 
in Afghanistan: Unicef

KABUL: In a recent report on 
Afghanistan, United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergency 
Fund (Unicef ) said that over 15 
million people are expected to ex-
perience food insecurity till Octo-
ber 2023, with 29.2 million people 
expected to require humanitarian 
assistance, TOLOnews reported.

Afghanistan’s recession has 
been exacerbated by drought-like 
conditions, fl oods, insecurity, 
harsh winters, political and eco-
nomic instability, and displace-
ment. “The economic crisis is 
expected to continue, with 64 
per cent of households unable to 
meet their basic needs as vulner-
able populations are pushed to the 
brink,” TOLOnews reported citing 
the Unicef report.

Since the Taliban took control 
of Afghanistan in August 2021, the 
situation of people in Afghanistan 
has only deteriorated as the coun-
try is under a massive grip of a hu-

manitarian crisis.
Regarding the situation in Af-

ghanistan under Taliban rule, an 
economist, Sayed Masoud said, 
“The main objective of humanitar-
ian aid and food security is to raise 
the level of consumption and the 
basic needs of families.”

According to Unicef, the restric-
tion on Afghan women working 
for NGOs and the UN has greatly 
raised the threats to the protection 
of weak women and children.

“The best talents exist in wom-
en, and they can play an active role 
in the social and work fi elds, but 
unfortunately, the current govern-

ment has not been able to solve 
this problem in the country so far,” 
said Surya Paykan, women’s rights 
activist, according to TOLOnews.

Since the Taliban seized power, 
apart from people facing diffi  cul-
ties over basic amenities, it is also 
the situation of women in the 
country that has also got worse.

Women in the country are pro-
hibited from leadership posts, and 
not allowed to work as well as trav-
el unless accompanied by a male 
companion.

There is still no word on when or 
if schools will reopen or if the ban 
is indefi nite. — ANI

Afghanistan’s 
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US pledges to 
help Australia 
to make guided 
missiles by 2025

BRISBANE: The United States 
will help Australia produce 
guided missile systems within 
the next two years, US Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin said 
on Saturday during a visit to 
the eastern Australian city of 
Brisbane.

The announcement comes as 
Australia seeks to overhaul its 
military capacity and develop 
long-range strike capacities 
amid a range of regional security 
threats, such as China’s increased 
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacifi c 
region.

At the same time, the US is 
looking to bolster its own shrink-
ing arms stockpiles, which have 
been strained by deliveries to 
Ukrainian armed forces fi ghting 
an invasion by Russia.

What did US and Australian 
offi  cials say?
“We are pursuing several mutu-
ally benefi cial initiatives with 
Australia’s defense industry, and 
these include a commitment to 
help Australia produce guided 
multiple launch rocket systems 
... by 2025,” Austin told a press 
conference.

He said that Washington was 
also expediting Australia’s access 
to priority munitions.

In response, Australian De-
fense Minister Richard Marles 
said Canberra was “really pleased 
with the steps that we are taking 
in respect of establishing a guided 
weapons and explosive ordnance 
enterprise in this country.”

Marles said the bilateral en-
gagement with the US would 

also mean that there would be an 
“increased tempo of visits from 
American nuclear-powered sub-
marines to our waters.”

Increasing military 
cooperation
The project that has been an-
nounced would see Australia de-
velop guided multiple launch rock-
et systems, or so-called GMLRS.  

The announcement followed 
a meeting of Austin and US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
with Marles and Australian For-
eign Minister Penny Wong as 
part of the Australia-US Minis-
terial (AUSMIN) dialogue. The 
otherwise annual talks were put 
on hold for two years in 2020 and 
2021 owing to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The discussions took place 
as Australian and US forces are 
conducting Talisman Sabre war 
games along with 11 other na-
tions.  The games, however, were 
suspended after an Australian 
military helicopter crashed into 
the ocean, with at least four peo-
ple onboard feared dead.

Australia and the US are step-
ping up military cooperation par-
ticularly in view of the security 
risk posed by China’s massive mil-
itary buildup in recent years. — DW

The announcement comes as Australia 

seeks to overhaul its military capacity and 

develop long-range strike capacities amid a 

range of regional security threats

Two dead after 

jumping from 

burning building

BERLIN: Two people jumped 
to their deaths from an apart-
ment in a building in Berlin 
trying to escape a fi re, the fi re 
department said.

The pair “jumped out of the 
window very, very quickly,” and 
died at the scene despite ef-
forts to revive them, fi re service 
spokesperson James Klein said.

Another person was slightly 
injured but  rescued via a stair-
case. The fi re broke out on the 
12th fl oor of a 15-storey apart-
ment block in Berlin-Kreuz-
berg. As emergency responders 
arrived the two people were 
still alive and reportedly called 
for help.

A witness who lives on the 
fi rst fl oor of the building re-
counted the incident and said 
that the woman jumped fi rst, 
and the man had initially clung 
to the balcony.

But he let go before the fi re-
fi ghters could fully open the 
safety air cushion meant to 
catch him. — DW

 I N  B E R L I N
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Verstappen clinches sprint
race in Belgian Grand Prix

STAVELOT:  Red Bull driver Max 
Verstappen converted pole posi-
tion into victory during Saturday’s 
Sprint race at the Belgian Grand 
Prix, claiming the lead back from 
McLaren rival Oscar Piastri after 
the two drivers opted for diff erent 
strategies in a wet encounter.

Amid plenty of action on the 
slippery Spa-Francorchamps cir-
cuit, Alpine’s Pierre Gasly made 
the most of the conditions to round 
out the podium, while Lewis Ham-
ilton was demoted from fourth to 
seventh after the Mercedes man 
clashed with the other Red Bull 
of Sergio Perez and picked up a 
penalty. With rain a theme of the 
weekend so far, and following a 
post-Shootout break in the weath-
er, the heavens opened again just 
before the 17.05 local time sched-
uled start of the Sprint – offi  cials 
deciding to push it back by 30 min-
utes to allow the latest downpour 
to pass.

By the time the formation lap be-
gan on mandated full wet tyres and 
behind the Safety Car (which be-
came several laps), the sun had burst 
back through the clouds and lit up 
the track, promising an early switch 
to intermediates and potentially 
slick rubber as the race developed.

When the Safety Car peeled into 
the pits, with the race now running 
to 11 laps, several cars immediately 
boxed to swap wets for intermedi-
ates – Piastri, Carlos Sainz, Pierre 
Gasly, Hamilton, Perez, Daniel 
Ricciardo, Alex Albon, Lance 
Stroll, Valtteri Bottas and Nico 
Hulkenberg making that call.

Meanwhile, having stayed out 
and taken the rolling start, pole-sit-
ter Verstappen held on to P1 ahead 
of Charles Leclerc, Lando Norris, 
Esteban Ocon and George Russell.

At the end of that fi rst racing lap, 
Verstappen and the rest of the wet 
runners pitted, with Piastri’s rapid 
pace on the intermediate giving 
him the lead when the reigning 
double world champion rejoined 
the action – setting up a thrilling 
battle. After a host of near-misses 
in the pit lane as drivers squab-
bled for position, Gasly found him-
self running third behind Piastri 
and Verstappen, with Perez up to 

fourth, Hamilton in fi fth and Sainz 
rounding out the top six from 
Leclerc and Norris

As the race settled down, Ver-
stappen ate into Piastri’s lead – 
which stood at just under two sec-
onds after their respective stops 
– making full use of the Red Bull’s 
enviable straight-line speed to fi ll 
the rookie driver’s mirrors and put 
the pressure on.

But then, on Lap 4, Fernando 
Alonso lost control of his Aston 
Martin in the dirty air of a Haas at 
Pouhon and spun into the gravel, 
triggering a Safety Car just before 
Verstappen thought about mak-
ing a move on Piastri, meaning he 
would have to go again at the re-
start. The race got back under way 
at the end of Lap 5, giving Piastri 
the latest test of his burgeoning 
career as he led a restart for the 
fi rst time – only to be immediately 
overhauled by Verstappen down 
the Kemmel Straight. - Agencies

Red Bull driver 

caught and passed 

McLaren’s Oscar 

Pisatri to claim an 

incident-packed 

sprint race at the 

Belgian GP 

Australia manage 
slender 12-run 
lead as England 
pacers dominate
LONDON: Domination by Eng-
land pace bowlers helped them 
stay alive in the fi fth and fi nal 
Ashes Test against Australia at 
The Oval on Friday as the visitors 
could gain only a slender lead of 
12 runs at the end of day two play.

At the end of day two, Australia 
were out for 295 in reply to Eng-
land’s 283 in the fi rst innings. 
Australia started the fi nal session 
at 186/7, with Steve Smith (40*) 
and Pat Cummins unbeaten.

Smith and Cummins carried 
on with their partnership. Smith 
survived a run-out attempt by 
Bairstow. The bat was outside the 
crease, but the wicketkeeper had 
dislodged the bails before collect-
ing the ball.

Australia brought up their 200 
runs in 78.3 overs.

In the 81st over, Smith 
smashed Stuart Broad for two 
back-to-back fours to bring up his 
half-century in 98 balls.

Smith and Cummins eventu-
ally brought up their fi fty-run 
partnership.

Their 54-run partnership came 
to an end after Smith was caught 
behind by Bairstow for 71 off  123 
balls, consisting of six fours. Aus-
tralia were 239/8 at that point.

Australia crossed the 250-run 
mark in 92.5 overs.

Todd Murphy made his inten-
tions clear to counter-attack 
right from the start, smashing 
Mark Wood for two sixes in the 
95th over.

The duo fell one run short of a 
fi fty-run partnership after Mur-
phy’s attacking knock of 34 in 39 
balls with two fours and three 
sixes was ended by Woakes. Aus-
tralia were 288/9 at that point.

Joe Root got his second wicket 
as he dismissed Cummins for 36 
after he was caught by Ben Stokes 
near the boundary.

Woakes (3/61) emerged as the 

pick of the bowlers for England, 
while Root, Wood and Broad took 
two wickets each. James Ander-
son got one wicket.

Earlier, it was complete domi-
nation from England pacers, led 
by veteran Broad as Australia lost 
some key batters during the sec-
ond session.

Australia started the second 
session at 115/2 with Steve Smith 
and Usman Khawaja unbeaten at 
the crease with scores of 13* and 
47* respectively.

Broad helped England solidify 
their grip on the match when he 
dismissed both Usman Khawaja 
(47 in 157 balls) and Travis Head 
(4) in quick succession. With 
this, he brought up his 150 Ash-
es wickets and became the fi rst 
England bowler and overall third 
bowler to do so.

Following the dismissals, 
Mitchell Marsh and Smith car-
ried the innings forward. Marsh 
injected some life into the in-
nings with some aggressive shot-
making. However, he could last 
for only 28 balls as Anderson took 
his wicket by hitting the top of his 
leg stump for 16 runs.

Smith held the other end 
steady, but Australia continued 
to lose wickets. Alex Carey was 
dismissed for just 10 after Stokes 
caught him on a Joe Root delivery 
and soon Mitchell Starc also was 
dismissed.

Earlier Khawaja and Marnus 
Labuschagne kicked off  day 2 
looking to chase down the mas-
sive trail of 222 runs but the lat-
ter was out off  a delivery of Wood 
early in the day.
Brief scores: England 1st innings 
283 (Harry Brook 85, Ben Duck-
ett 41, Mitchell Starc 4/82) vs 
Australia 1st innings 295 (Steve 
Smith 71, Usman Khawaja 47, 
Pat Cummins 36; Chris Woakes 
3/61). - ANI

F I F T H  A S H E S  T E S T :  D A Y  T W O

R U G B Y  C H A M P I O N S H I P

STAVELOT: Max Ver-
stappen set the fastest time 
in Belgian GP qualifying on 
Friday but a grid penalty 
meant Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc will start from pole 
position for Sunday’s race.

The Red Bull driver beat 
Leclerc by 0.820 seconds 
on a drying track but has a 
fi ve-place grid drop for us-
ing too many gearbox com-
ponents this season.

Leclerc edged the second 
Red Bull of Sergio Perez by 
0.057secs with Lewis Ham-
ilton’s Mercedes fourth 
fastest. Carlos Sainz was 
fi fth from McLaren’s Oscar 
Piastri and Lando Norris.

It was a day defi ned by 
the weather, but the rain 
that some felt might threat-
en qualifying because of re-
duced visibility from spray 
in wet conditions stopped 
in the hour before qualify-
ing and the track progres-
sively dried through the 
session. Verstappen is ex-
pected to win the race from 
sixth on the grid, regardless 
of the weather, so superior 
has his and Red Bull’s per-
formance been so far this 
season.

The Aston Martins con-
tinued their recent run of 
a slump in form with ninth 
and 10th places, Fernando 
Alonso just 0.038secs be-
hind Russell and a second 
ahead of team-mate Lance 
Stroll. Daniel Ricciardo 
looked to have made it into 
the second part of qualify-
ing, but his lap was deleted 
for exceeding track limits 
and he will start 19th.

British-born Thai Alex 
Albon was 16th in the 
Williams. - Agencies

Leclerc takes 
pole after 
Verstappen 
penalised

All Blacks drub Wallabies 

to retain Bledisloe Cup

MELBOURNE: New Zealand 
cruised past Australia 38-7 at 
the MCG in Melbourne on Sat-
urday to retain the Bledisloe 
Cup for the 21st year in a row 
and also win their third Rugby 
Championship in a row.

The defeat meant that Eddie 
Jones still had yet to win a game 
as the new Wallaby head coach.

The All Blacks’ fi rst-half tries 
came from Shannon Frizell, 
Codie Taylor and Will Jordan, 
after Rob Valetini’s try had given 

Australia an early 7-5 lead.
The visitors pulled clear in 

the second half with tries from 
Caleb Clarke, Mark Telea and 
Rieko Ioane.

The two sides face each other 
next weekend in the second Ble-
disloe Cup game in Dunedin on 
New Zealand’s South Island.

The game was played in front 
of 83,944 people at Melbourne 
Cricket Ground - the largest 
home crowd in 20 years for 
Australia. - Agencies
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CBO INCREASES REPO RATE
Following the  US Fed’s recent
announcement to raise its key policy 
rate, the Central Bank of Oman (CBO)
increased its repo rate for local banks 
at the similar rate of 25 basis points to
6.00 per cent.

OMANI STOCK MARKET
The Omani stock market recorded 
volatile trading this week and remained,
in terms of prices, in a range that
stretched from the beginning of the 
month, according to an industry expert.

Insurance sector 
contributes 1.23% 
of Oman’s GDP

MUSCAT: The insurance sec-
tor’s contribution to the gross
domestic product (GDP) of the
Sultanate of Oman reached 1.23
percent at the end of 2022, Ab-
dullah bin Salem Al Salmi, CEO
of the Capital Market Authority 
(CMA), said.

“The sector’s total direct pre-
miums increased by 12.8 percent
to reach OMR541.30 million at
the end of 2022 compared to
OMR479.90 million at the end of 
2021,” he added.

In his introductory speech to
the annual statistical book on
insurance market indicators in
the Sultanate of Oman for the
year 2022, he further pointed out
that: “Insurance premium data 
indicate that health insurance ac-
counted for 35 percent of the total
direct written premiums, while
the vehicle insurance branch in
its two parts: comprehensive in-

surance and third party insurance 
accounted for It is 19.68 percent 
of the total volume of premiums.”

He explained that the audited 
fi nancial statements for the year 
2022 indicate that the comple-
mentary insurance premiums in-
creased by 7.7 percent, as the total 
direct premiums for Takaful in-
surance amounted to OMR76.30 
million and accounted for 14 per-
cent of the total direct premiums 
for the year 2022 and 13 percent of 
the total paid compensation. Dur-
ing the same year, premiums col-
lected from insurance broker com-
panies amounted to 46.8 percent.

The total capital of insurance 
companies amounted to about 
OMR297.90 million in 2022 com-
pared to OMR274.66 million in 
2021, an increase of 8.46 percent. 
The capital of national companies 
amounted to about OMR145.69 
million in 2022 compared to 
OMR125.36 million in 2021, an 
increase of 16.22 percent.

The capital of foreign insur-
ance companies amounted to 
about OMR152.20 million in 
2022 compared to OMR149.31 
million in 2021, achieving an in-

crease of 1.94 percent.
The audited fi nancial state-

ments of insurance companies 
showed an increase in the total 
assets of insurance companies 
in the year 2022 by 11.6 percent 
reaching about OMR1.33 billion, 
of which OMR875 million related 
to general insurance, OMR228 
million to life insurance, 
OMR233.10 million to health 
insurance.

The total investments of in-
surance companies at the end 
of the year 2022 amounted to 
about 831.92 million, of which 
OMR563.86 million were the 
investments of national insur-
ance companies, and OMR268.60 
million was the investments of 
foreign insurance companies, 
compared to about OMR681.96 
million the end of the year 2021.

The total direct premiums of 
Takaful insurance companies op-
erating in the Sultanate of Oman 
increased by 7.7 percent, to reach 
about OMR 76.25 million in 2022 
compared to OMR70.77 million 
in 2021, representing 14 percent 
of the total direct premiums of in-
surance companies. - ONA

The sector’s total 

direct premiums 

rose 12.8 percent 

to OMR541.30

million at the end of 
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OMR479.90 million
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Improving oil prices to help
support Oman stock market

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani stock mar-
ket recorded volatile trading this
week and remained, in terms of 
prices, in a range that stretched
from the beginning of the month,
according to an industry expert.

“In this regard, the evolution of 
the market contrasted with the
rebound it recorded last month
and could expose the main index
to some risks while it was unable
to return to its previous peak,” De-
nys Peleshok Head of Asia at CPT
Markets said.

The market reacted this week to
many global factors, among them
the interest rate decisions of ma-
jor central banks which aff ected
traders’ expectations. The Federal
Reserve, in particular, raised its
interest rates and signalled that
it could potentially keep its mon-
etary policy tight for some time.
This stance was supported by the
strong US economic data.

The Omani central bank fol-
lowed suit raising interest rates
by 25 basis points, mirroring the 
decision of its American counter-
part. The move could raise fi nanc-

ing costs for the economy, creat-
ing more pressure on economic
activity. “At the same time, higher
interest rates could limit Omani
investors’ appetite for risk which
could weigh on the potential of the
stock market as a whole,” Denys
Peleshok said.

While most sectors in the stock
market were down, higher inter-
est rates could help improve banks’
revenues in particular if loan
growth remains strong. Other sec-
tors could come under additional
pressure. Mixed company earnings
have also added to the volatility and
could aff ect investors’ sentiment
and the market’s ability to recover.

“The Omani stock market could
fi nd support in improving oil pric-
es. Crude markets have been able to
maintain a strong uptrend despite
some volatility. The reductions in
oil production levels previously an-
nounced by Saudi could remain a 
strong catalyst while a resilient US
economy could boost demand ex-
pectations. At the same time, Chi-
nese demand could remain under
scrutiny,” Denys Peleshok said.

In the region, other stock mar-

kets in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) recorded relatively 
positive performances supported 
by strong oil prices as well as com-
pany earnings in some cases. How-
ever, markets in the region could 
be exposed to the downside with 

traders considering changes in 
monetary policy as traders could 
move to secure their gains.

On a global scale, the European 
Central Bank also raised interest 
rates further squeezing the Eu-
ropean economy and investors’ 

sentiment. The German economy 
recorded a negative performance 
while infl ation remains elevated, 
contrasting with strong growth 
elsewhere. The developments 
could impact global investors’ ap-
petite for risk, he further added.

While most sectors 

in the stock market 

were down, higher 

interest rates could 

help improve banks’

revenues in particular

if loan growth

remains strong

MUSCAT: Last week, the 
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX) 
recorded the lowest value of 
weekly trading in 12 weeks, 
declining to OMR9.3 million, 
compared to OMR10.8 million 
and OMR16.4 million in the 
previous two weeks.

Last week’s trading was 
characterised by a state of an-
ticipation and waiting for more 
disclosures about the trends of 
major investment funds and in-
stitutions regarding pumping 
more liquidity into the stock 
exchange, at a time when the 
fi nancial results for the fi rst 
half of this year showed volatile 
performance.

Last week, stock prices re-
corded clear declines that led 
the main index of the Stock 
Exchange and the sectoral in-
dices to decline. The prices of 
36 securities declined com-
pared to 17 securities whose 
prices increased, and 16 securi-
ties maintained their previous 
levels. The declines included 
many of the leading companies, 
which prompted the main in-
dex of the Stock Exchange to 
decline by 25 points and closed 
at 4,780 points, abandoning 
the 4,800 points barrier that 
it rose to about two weeks ago. 

The fi nancial sector index fell 
34 points, the industry sector 
index lost 38 points, the service 
sector index fell 17 points, and 
the Sharia index closed at 473 
points, down 3 points.

Trading focused on Ominvest 
perpetual bonds 2023, which 
witnessed transactions with a 
value of OMR2.52 million, rep-
resenting 21.9 per cent of the 
total trading value and the share 
of Abraj Energy Services wit-
nessed interest from investors 
to witness transactions worth 

OMR1.38 million. Engineer-
ing and Contracting attracted 
interest from investors, and 
the trading value of the share 
amounted to OMR941,000, 
representing 10 per cent of the 
total trading value.

The market value of the 
securities listed on the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange last week 
was aff ected by the drop in the 
prices of many stocks, dropping 
to OMR23.87 billion, record-
ing a weekly loss estimated at 
OMR33.80 million. - ONA

MSX records lowest trading value in 12 weeks

WTO members

facilitate imports, 

reduce trade 

restrictions

GENEVA: The mid-year re-
port of the Director-General of 
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) on trade-related de-
velopments showed that WTO
members continued to facilitate
imports and generally exercise
restraint in the use of trade-
restrictive measures from mid-
October 2022 to mid-May 2023.

However, while the number 
of export restrictions on food, 
feed and fertilisers has come 
down substantially, many such 
measures remained in place, 
contributing to supply uncer-
tainty and price volatility.

World Trade Organisation 
Director-General Ngozi Okon-
jo-Iweala urged members to 
work together to deliver results 
at the 13th Ministerial Confer-
ence (MC13) that strengthen the 
WTO and ensure trade contin-
ues to foster growth, resilience 
and prosperity.

Speaking at the launch of 
the report, Okonjo-Iweala said, 
“The fact that WTO members 
have been taking more steps 
to facilitate imports illustrates 
how trade is a valuable tool for 
pushing back against infl ation-
ary pressures.” Pointing to the 
introduction of export restric-
tions on food, feed and fertilis-
ers since the start of the war 
in Ukraine in February 2022, 
Okonjo-Iweala noted that sev-
eral such restrictions have been 
phased out.

The report, presented to 
members at a Trade Policy 
Review Body meeting on July 
27, arrives at a time when the 
global economy continues to 
be aff ected by multiple crises, 
including the continuing crisis 
in Ukraine, events related to 
climate change, high food and 
energy prices, infl ation and the 
lingering ramifi cations of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. -WAM

T R A D E  O R G A N I S A T I O N

rate for local banks

MUSCAT: After the US Fed’s re-
cent announcement to raise its
key policy rate, the Central Bank
of Oman (CBO) increased its repo
rate for local banks at a similar rate
of 25 basis points to 6.00 per cent.

The repo rate is the policy rate
that allows commercial banks to
acquire short-term liquidity from
the Central Bank as the lender of 
last resort.

The CBO’s monetary policy tar-

get is to sustain and maintain its 
fi xed exchange rate. This policy is 
aligned with the structure and na-
ture of the Omani economy. 

There are many advantages for 
the Sultanate of Oman that are 
derived from this policy among 
which are the stability of the 
Omani Rial, mitigation of capital 
outfl ow and promoting certainty 
among investors by removing ex-
change rate risk. -ONA

C E N T R A L  B A N K  O F  O M A N

Omani rial exchange rate index rises 3.8%

MUSCAT: The eff ective exchange
rate of the Omani rial increased by 
3.8 percent to 115.2 points at the
end of May 2023 compared to 111
points at the end of May 2022, ac-
cording to statistics issued by the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

The total foreign assets of the
Central Bank of Oman (CBO)
increased by 0.9 percent to
OMR6.76 billion at the end of May 
2023, compared to OMR6.70 bil-
lion at the end of May 2022.

The preliminary data issued by 

the NCSI indicated that the local 
liquidity increased by 4.5 percent 
to OMR21.28 billion at the end of 
May 2023 compared to the same 
period in 2022. The total cash 
supply decreased by 3.7 percent to 
OMR1.65 billion at the end of May 
2023 compared to OMR1.72 bil-
lion at the end of May 2022.

The money supply in the narrow 
sense (M1), which consists of total 
cash outside the banking system, 
in addition to current accounts 
and demand deposits in local cur-
rency, increased by 1.1 percent to 

OMR5.84 billion at the end of May 
2023 compared to OMR5.78 bil-
lion at the end of May 2022.

On the other hand, private sec-
tor deposits in commercial banks 
and Islamic windows rose by 4.3 
percent to about OMR17.89 bil-
lion at the end of May 2023 over 
the same period in 2022 which 
was at OMR17.15 billion.

Total loans and fi nancing in com-
mercial banks and Islamic win-
dows increased by 6.4 percent while 
the average interest rate on total 
loans decreased by 0.9 percent. - ONA

S T A T I S T I C S

Clean fuel storage attracts big business amid energy shift

BRUSSELS: With Europe’s
deepening commitment to decar-
bonising the energy it uses — and
to weaning itself off  Russian im-
ports — comes a desperate need
to replace its fossil fuel habit with
green alternatives.

As 70% of the EU’s energy use
is still met by fossil fuels, indus-
trial users are switching to cleaner
substitutes. These include biofuels
or sustainable aviation fuels, but
increasingly also clean hydrogen,
green ammonia and methanol.

Just like their dirty predecessors,
much of this clean fuel will also
have to be imported into the conti-
nent. The need to transport, store
and distribute low-carbon fuels
has opened a new line of business
for companies involved across the
downstream energy market.

Clean fuels arrive at 
Dutch ports
In no other country is this shift
more noticeable than in the
Netherlands, whose Rotterdam
and Amsterdam ports are part of 
Europe’s largest fuel cluster, the
ARA (Amsterdam-Rotterdam-
Antwerp) hub, which also sup-
plies Germany’s western indus-
trial heartland.

“Plans [for low-carbon fuels]
are getting more concrete these
days,” said Eric Warners, strate-
gic project developer at the Port of 
Amsterdam. “There’s a big change
— from general press releases
about what kind of future we will
see to concrete investments and
construction activities happening 
on the ground.”

The port has attracted invest-
ment from the University of Erlan-
gen spin-off  Hydrogenious, which, 
jointly with tank storage company 
Evos and the Amsterdam port 
authority, wants to build a hydro-
gen import facility in the harbour. 
In March, hydrogen specialist 
Electriq Global and storage com-
pany Zenith Energy Terminals 
announced plans to locate a green 
hydrogen power plant in the port.

EU counts on green 
hydrogen imports
The use of clean hydrogen as a 
substitute for fossil fuels is one 
of the most popular options for 
decarbonising Europe’s energy-
intensive industries. Clean hy-
drogen, also known as green or 
blue hydrogen, has signifi cantly 
lower carbon emission levels 
than traditional hydrogen, also 

called grey hydrogen. As part of 
its REPowerEU plans announced 
a year ago, the European Com-
mission said it wants to import 
10 million tonnes of renewable 
hydrogen and produce just as 
much domestically by 2030.

As Europe’s largest port, Rot-
terdam has already started build-
ing hydrogen infrastructure that it 
hopes will help it become Europe’s 
future hydrogen hub. The port has 
promised that by 2030 it will be 
able to import 4 million tonnes of 
hydrogen. It also plans to produce 
another 0.6 million tonnes locally. 
Various energy companies, includ-
ing Shell, BP, E.ON and Engie, have 
announced as many as nine pro-
jects to import, store and distrib-
ute hydrogen via Rotterdam.

The Dutch port’s hydrogen im-
port capacity will also serve the 
German market, which wants to 

pump €2.5 billion ($2.8 billion) 
into its own hydrogen economy.

“Germany is tremendously im-
portant. Most of the energy im-
ported into Rotterdam will be ex-
ported again and most of that goes 
to Germany. Nowadays, that’s all 
fossil fuel-based but in future that 
needs to be renewable,” said Mark 
Stoelinga, business manager for 
hydrogen at the Port of Rotterdam.

Hydrogen transport
requires conversion
Importing hydrogen comes with 
challenges, as it is highly fl amma-
ble and requires substantial space 
for storage. Therefore, hydrogen 
is often compressed into a gas, or 
liquefi ed to enable safer and more 
effi  cient transport. Another op-
tion is to retrieve hydrogen from 
ammonia, a fuel which is much 
easier to transport and which has 
been traded for decades in the fer-
tiliser industry.

The only company currently 
importing ammonia into Rotter-
dam is Dutch-listed OCI Global, 
and because the ammonia market 
is set to triple by 2050, it has al-
ready started construction work 
to increase throughput at its Rot-
terdam terminal to 1.2 million 
tonnes per year.

“Ammonia has an even more
dynamic future as a shipping fuel, 
with exponential growth poten-
tial,” said Ahmed El-Hoshy, CEO of 
OCI. “The typical VC pitch deck of-
ten addresses changes by 2050, but 
2050 is a long way off . We want to 
move from that to the more practi-
cal and immediate.” -DW

G R E E N  A L T E R N A T I V E S
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s the SAT or ACT on the
horizon for your high 
schooler? A lot of em-
phasis is placed on col-

lege entrance exams, and your
child may be anxious about
their scores. To adequately 
prepare for the SAT or ACT,
consider these tips:

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE

Encourage your student to
take free online practice tests
early and often. Not only is
this an eff ective way to get fa-
miliar with the types of ques-
tions that will be on the test,
it can give your child a sense
of where they stand currently 
and help them identify areas
where they may need some
extra review. It’s helpful to
simulate test day as much as
possible. Have them take the
practice test in a quiet place
and time each portion of the
test accurately.

HAVE THE RIGHT 
STEM TOOLS

Acing the math portion is eas-
ier r when you fully understand
the principles behind the test
quq ese tions.. Fortunately, you u

can aff ordably equip your stu-
dent with tools that facilitate
that understanding. Casio,
dedicated to making STEM
education more engaging,
has developed the fx-CG50,
a graphing calculator in the
brand’s PRIZM line-up that
offers a color LCD with a full 
textbook-style display. Jam-
packed with features that
enable students to solve the
most challenging equations,
it off ers the ability to eas-
ily draw three dimensional
graphs such as planes, cylin-
ders and spheres, and view
them from various angles in
order to better analyze their
shape. Plus, a cross-section
option and special zoom func-
tion can be used for greater
analysis.

BUILD VOCABULARY

An expansive vocabulary 
is not just useful in the real
world, it can greatly improve
a student’s chances of suc-
cess in the English, reading 
and writing sections of the
exam. Getting familiar with
some of the more frequently y
used words on the tests  is im-
portant. Howeveverer, it’s bbesest t toto
brb eak up tthehe sstutudydyining g inintoto

chunks. Select a few words 
to master each day with fl ash 
cards. Hopefully, students 
will start to see etymological 
patterns that will help them 
make educated guesses when 
they don’t know a word.

TAKE A BREAK

It’s tempting to assume a 
last-minute study session the 
evening before the exam is 
going to make or break their 
performance, but a mental 
breather is actually a better 
use of time. Urge your child 
to get a good night’s sleep not 
just the night before the test, 
but that entire week. Pre-test 
jitters may lead to insomnia, 
but having a solid foundation 
of rest will help ensure your 
student is alert on test day. 
The morning of the test, en-
courage them to eat a healthy, 
fi lling breakfast and do activi-
ties that will warm up their 
brain, such as reading a book 
or solving a crossword puzzle.

Suffi  cient preparation 
and great study totoololss cacan n alal--
leviatatee collegge enentrtranancece eexaxam m
ananxixietetieiess soso tthahatt yoyourur sstutut dedent 
wawalklkss inintoto tthheir testingg cenennenteteter r 

iwithth ccononfifi dedencncnce.e.e  — St— StatePatePointoin

PREPARED FOR COLLEGE
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UEFA kicks Juventus out of 
Europa Conference League

Manchester City’s Mahrez moves to Saudi club Al Ahli

LAUSANNE: Juventus have been
kicked out of this season’s Europa 
Conference League by UEFA and 
fi ned for breaching Financial Fair 
Play (FFP) rules. European foot-
ball’s governing body, UEFA, has 
also fi ned Chelsea for breaching 
FFP rules as a result of “submitting 
incomplete fi nancial information”.

UEFA said the matter relates
to transactions which took place 
between 2012 and 2019. Juventus 
have been fi ned US$ 22mn, while 
Chelsea have been fi ned US$ 11mn.

The Italian club will only have to
pay half of their fi ne if their fi nan-
cial records for the next three years 
comply with regulations, while 
Chelsea have already agreed to pay 
the settlement fi gure.

The Blues have spent around
US$ 770.7mn on 19 new players 
since new owner Todd Boehly took 
charge of the club in May 2022, but 
their fi ne relates to a seven-year pe-
riod while Roman Abramovich had 
control of the club.

UEFA said: “Following the club’s
sale in May 2022, the new owner-
ship identifi ed, and proactively 
reported to UEFA, instances of 
potentially incomplete fi nancial 
reporting under the club’s previous 
ownership.”

In a response, Chelsea said they 
“fully co-operated and assisted 
UEFA’’ in their investigations and 

“entered into a settlement agree-
ment” with the governing body.

“In accordance with the club’s
ownership group’s core principles 
of full compliance and transparency 
with its regulators, we are grateful 
that this case has been concluded by 
proactive disclosure of information 
to UEFA and a settlement that fully 
resolves the reported matters,” said 
the Premier League club.

The Italian Football Federation
(FIGC) must now notify UEFA of 
which club will replace Juve in the 
third-tier European competition. It is 
likely to be Fiorentina, who were beat-
en by West Ham in last year’s final, 
after they finished eighth in Serie A.

The case against Juventus fol-
lows a US$ 796,450 fi ne as part of a 
settlement agreement with Italian 
football authorities over a case con-
cerning payment of player salaries.

Juventus had also been docked 10 
Serie A points last season following 
a hearing into the club’s past trans-
fer dealings.

They were initially handed a 
15-point penalty in January but 
Italy’s highest sporting court over-
turned that decision in April and 
ordered the case to be re-examined.

In response to the charge, 
Juventus said they accept UEFA’s 
decision and will not be lodging an 
appeal. - Agencies

LONDON: Algeria’s winger Riyad 
Mahrez has completed his transfer 
from Manchester City to Saudi Pro 
League (SPL) side Al Ahli on Friday.

The 32-year-old, who had two 
years left on his contract, is the lat-
est big-name recruit by the SPL in 
a deal worth up to US$ 38.5mn.

City paid US$ 77mn for Mahrez 
in 2018, and he scored 15 goals in 
47 games in the Blues’ Treble-win-
ning campaign last season.

“To play for Manchester City has 
been an honour and privilege,” said 
Mahrez.

“I came to City to win trophies 
and enjoy my football. I achieved all 
that and so much more.

“I’ve made a lifetime of wonder-

ful memories. Manchester City 
will forever be a huge and happy 
part of my life.”

Mahrez helped City win 10 ma-

jor honours during fi ve seasons
with the club but was an unused
substitute for both the FA Cup and
Champions League fi nals.

City’s director of football, Txiki 
Begiristain, said: “Riyad has been 
a major factor in our amazing 
successes over the past fi ve years 
and his contribution will not be 
forgotten.

“He is a wonderful footballer to 
watch and leaves us with so many 
great memories.

“There are few wingers that 
possess his levels of skill and tech-
nique in world football, and he will 
be missed, but everyone will wish 
him all the best as he begins a new 
chapter in his career.”

The likes of Karim Benzema, 
N’Golo Kante and Ruben Neves 
have already followed Cristiano 
Ronaldo to Saudi Arabia this sum-

mer, while Steven Gerrard has 
been named Al Ettifaq manager 
and Michael Emenalo has been 
appointed the SPL’s director of 
football.

Former Liverpool captain 
Jordan Henderson completed a 
transfer to Gerrard’s Al Ettifaq on 
Thursday.

The country’s Public Invest-
ment Fund (PIF) has also taken 
over four of the SPL’s leading 
clubs, including Al Ahli, as the 
league aims to become one of the 
top fi ve in the world.

Mahrez was the only senior 
player to miss City’s pre-season 
tour of Asia.

The futures of England defender 

Kyle Walker, Portugal midfi elder
Bernardo Silva and Spain defender
Aymeric Laporte have all been the
subject of speculation this sum-
mer, but all three have travelled.

Reports in Germany have sug-
gested Bayern Munich have agreed
a deal for Walker, but it is thought
they are wide of the mark.

Portugal full-back Joao Cancelo
is also part of the City squad after
Bayern chose not to take up the
option of turning last season’s six-
month loan into a permanent deal.
It is understood goalkeeper Zach
Steff en is absent with a knee in-
jury, although City are open to the
idea of the USA international mov-
ing on this summer. - Agencies

B R E A C H  O F  F F P  R U L E S

L A T E S T  B I G - N A M E  R E C R U I T  B Y  T H E  S P L

WELLINGTON: Sweden turned 
on the style to demolish Group G 
rivals Italy 5-0 and secure a place 
in the last 16 of the 2023 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup on Saturday 
with one game to spare.

The 2019 semi-fi nalists showed 
why they remain heavyweights of 
the women’s game as Amanda Il-
estedt, Fridolina Rolfo and Stina 
Blackstenius scored in the space 
of seven minutes at the end of the 
fi rst half. New Arsenal signing Il-
estedt opened the scoring with a 
glancing header from Jonna An-
dersson’s corner before Rolfo, a 
Champions League winner with 
Barcelona, used her knee to double 
the lead after another corner.

Italy, who had recorded clean 
sheets in six of their previous 13 
World Cup matches, conceded a 
third when Blackstenius, another 
Arsenal player, fi nished from close 
range. In front of a crowd of 29,143, 
it went from bad to worse for Le 
Azzurre when Ilestedt added the 
fourth - her third goal of the tour-
nament - from another header 
from yet another corner in the 
50th minute. And substitute Re-
becka Blomqvist added the fi fth in 
the 95th minute.

Italy remain second in the group 
with three points from two games, 
but need to defeat South Africa 
next Wednesday back in Welling-

ton to make sure of progressing in 
the tournament.

Former fi nalists Sweden needed 
a 90th-minute winner from Ilest-

edt to overcome South Africa in 
their opening group game but they 
had no such problems dispatching 
Italy in New Zealand’s capital.

The World Cup ever-presents, 
who are ranked third in the world 
behind defending world cham-
pions the United States and Ger-
many, sent out a powerful message 
they could go deep into yet another 
tournament. After being semi-
fi nalists in France four years ago, 
they made it to the Olympic fi nal 
two years ago before reaching the 
semi-fi nals of Euro 2022.

Italy face South Africa in a 
match they must win to guaran-
tee their place in the last 16. They 
secured a narrow 1-0 win over 
Argentina in their fi rst group game 
as Cristiana Girelli headed an 
87th-minute winner.

France beat Brazil
In the Australian city of Brisbane, 
captain Wendie Renard headed a 
late winner as France beat Brazil 
2-1 in a thrilling Group F game on 
Saturday. Eugenie le Sommer put 
the French ahead after 17 minutes, 
before Debinha pulled Brazil level in 
the second half in the 58th minute.

But Renard - who had been an 
injury doubt - headed in the deci-
sive goal with seven minutes to go.

Brazil would have qualifi ed for 
the last 16 with victory but instead 
must wait until the fi nal matchday 
to try to book a spot.

Pia Sundhage’s Brazil now 
have to beat Jamaica in their fi nal 
group match to advance to last 16 
after Jamaica  recorded a narrow 
1-0 win over Panama in another 
Group F match, played in Perth on 
Saturday.  The win took Jamaica 
to second spot with both France 
and Jamaica having four points 
each.  Brazil have three while 
Panama have zero. - Agencies
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Sweden rout Italy 
to reach last 16

Arsenal unveil Arsene Wenger 

statue at Emirates Stadium

LONDON: Arsenal have 
unveiled a bronze statue of 
legendary former manager 
Arsene Wenger outside Emirates 
Stadium on Friday.

He helped the Gunners to three 
Premier League titles and seven 
FA Cups during his reign from 
1996 to 2018.

The Frenchman is lifting the 
Premier League trophy in the 
3.5-metre statue outside the 
North Bank Stand. The 73-year-
old will be a guest of honour for 
Arsenal’s home friendly against 
Monaco, another of his former 
clubs, on Wednesday.

Wenger, who now works for 
FIFA, is so synonymous with Ar-
senal’s recent history that last 
season’s title battle and second-
placed fi nish under Mikel Arteta 
is their best Premier League cam-
paign without Wenger in charge.

He managed 1,235 matches at 
Arsenal, most famously oversee-
ing the only unbeaten Premier 
League campaign when Arsenal 
won the 2003-04 title.

He took them into the Cham-
pions League in 20 consecutive 
years. Next season will be their 
fi rst campaign in the competition 
without Wenger in charge since 

the 1991-92 European Cup.
Arsenal executive vice-chair-

man Tim Lewis said: “Arsene’s
contribution to, and achieve-
ments with, the club mark him out
as the club’s greatest manager.

“He treated the club and its
supporters to many trophies and
fantastic memories and brought
a revolution in the running of the
club, an unbeaten season and the
move to Emirates Stadium.

“It is fi tting, therefore, that as
a mark of the club’s enduring re-
spect and gratitude a magnifi cent
statue of Arsene now stands out-
side Emirates Stadium.”

He joins fi ve other Arsenal
legends with statues outside the
ground - Tony Adams, Dennis
Bergkamp, Thierry Henry, Her-
bert Chapman and Ken Friar.

Arsenal boss Arteta, who was
signed as a player by Wenger in
2011, said: “It’s such a great tribute
that the club has done something 
special for Arsene that he fully de-
serves and merits.

“With a statue now at the sta-
dium, Arsene can have that rec-
ognition and be here at our club
forever.

The statue was created by 
sculptor Jim Guy. - Agencies

C L U B ’ S  G R E A T E S T  M A N A G E R

ROME: Turkiye and Italy are 
launching a joint bid to host the 
Euros in 2032

Türkiye has requested to merge 
its bid to host Euro 2032 with 
Italy, potentially boosting the UK 
and Republic of Ireland’s chances 
of hosting the tournament in 2028.

While Italy had only bid for the 
2032 tournament, Turkiye  had bid 
to host both Euro 2028 and 2032.

Turkiye’s solo bid for 2028 re-
mains as a rival to the UK and Re-
public of Ireland’s fi ve-nation bid.

UEFA will choose the hosts for 
both tournaments on October 10.

It is likely that Turkiye  will 
not offi  cially withdraw from the 
bidding process for Euro 2028 
until their joint bid is approved by 
UEFA, but if and when that does 
happen, the UK and Ireland bid 
would be left unopposed.

The Italian Football Federation 
(FIGC) said the decision to merge 
with Turkiye  followed a “complex 
and fruitful consultation process” 
and pointed to other successful 
joint bids at previous Euros, the 
upcoming World Cup in 2026 in the 
US, Canada and Mexico and the UK 
and Republic’s bid for 2028.

“[They] show that sharing 
events of this magnitude repre-
sents, on the one hand, a route for 

the direct involvement of a higher 
number of fans and, on the other, 
the search for an even more effi  -
cient and sustainable design,” the 
FIGC said.

UEFA says it will work with 
both the Turkish and Italian 
federations to “ensure that the 
documentation to be submitted 
for their joint bid is compliant with 
the bidding requirements.

“If the joint bid does comply 
with such requirements, it will 
be submitted to the UEFA Ex-
ecutive Committee at the meeting 
scheduled on October 10, where the 

appointments for 2028 and 2032
will be made. Decisions on venues
and match schedules will be made
at a later stage,” UEFA said.

Turkiye’s hosted June’s 
Champions League fi nal between
Manchester City and Inter Mi-
lan at Istanbul’s Ataturk Olympic
Stadium, but a major internation-
al tournament has never been in
the country.

Reigning European champions
Italy hosted the Euros in 1968 and
1980 and Rome’s Stadio Olimpico
was also used as a venue at Euro
2020. - Agencies

D E C I S I O N  O N  O C T O B E R  1 0

Turkiye and Italy merge 

bids for Euro 2032
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Ranbir Kapoor 
walks the ramp at 
India Couture Week 
2023
Bollywood actor 

Ranbir Kapoor walks 

the ramp while 

showcasing the 

collection of designer 

Kunal Rawal at the 

Fashion Design

Council of India

(FDCI) X Hyundai 

India Couture Week 

2023, in New Delhi.

ANI Photo

International
Tiger Day marked

across world
A Sumatran tiger is

seen at Batu Secret

Zoo in Malang, East

Java, Indonesia.

The International

Tiger Day is

marked on July 29

every year. Xinhua

440 original paintings 
of Gibran displayed
at Gibran Museum in 
Lebanon
Furniture transferred 

from Gibran’s studio 

in New York is seen

in Gibran Museum

in Bcharre, Lebanon. 

The museum displays

440 original paintings

of Gibran, Lebanese

famous writer and 

painter. Xinhua

Myanmar reports 6,685 
dengue cases, gears up 
to combat dengue virus
A worker wearing a

face mask sprays anti-

mosquito fog to fi ght

against dengue fever in

Yangon, Myanmar. Xinhua

Khama Rhino Sanctuary provides prime habitat for animals in Botswana
White rhinos are pictured at the Khama Rhino Sanctuary in Serowe, Botswana. 

Khama Rhino Sanctuary provides a prime habitat for white and black 

rhinos as well as more than 30 other animal species in the eastern centre of 

Botswana. Xinhua

Greece wildfi res slowly abate
A fi refi ghter helicopter tries to extinguish fi re in the central Greek 

town of Nea Anchialos. Firefi ghters were still battling rekindled 

blazes in parts of Greece while wildfi res raging across the

country for two weeks now slowly abated. Xinhua

Scenery of wetland in
Inner Mongolia
This aerial picture shows 

the Mianduhe national 

wetland park in Hulun 

Buir, north China’s Inner

Mongolia Autonomous

Region. Xinhua
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Luxury SUV Lincoln Navigator 
available with exclusive benefits 

MUSCAT: Lincoln’s family-size 
luxury SUV is now even more at-
tractive to own with exclusive 
benefi ts. The benefi ts include ser-
vice for 5 years / 100,000 km and 
1 year registration. The campaign 
will end on August 9. (Conditions 
apply. For details visit a Lincoln 

showroom Wattayah.)  
The Navigator is equipped with 

a twin-turbo V6, 3.5L engine with 
auto start-stop technology, that 
produces 440 horsepower deliv-
ered through a 10-speed auto-
matic transmission with Select-

Shift paddle activation. Giving the
Navigator a bold look are adaptive
pixel projector LED headlamps
with signature lighting, predic-
tive curve lighting and sign-based
lighting.

Increasing its appeal is a pano-

ramic vista roof with a power sun-
shade and Lincoln Embrace: LED-
illuminated exterior door handle 
pockets, Lincoln approach detec-
tion system, Lincoln logo illumi-
nated mats and Lincoln signature 
lighting with a fade on/off . 

The Navigator is equipped with 
1st-row passenger seat memory, 
3rd-row PowerFold 60/40 split 
bench seat with power recline, 
12” confi gurable LCD instrument 
cluster, Head-up Display, ambi-
ent lighting-LED, enhanced active 

noise control, wireless charging 
pad and more.  

Occupants can enjoy the avail-
able Revel Ultima 3D audio sys-
tem with 28 speakers that work
in concert with Navigator’s inte-
rior design and acoustics. Stand-
ard SYNC® 4 enables clients to
manage audio, phone, navigation
and more from the vehicle touch
screen or steering wheel-mounted
controls.

To navigate your drives safely, 
the Navigator easily adapts to
changing conditions with adaptive
cruise control with stop-and-go
and lane centring assist, auto high-
beam headlamps, blind spot infor-
mation system with cross-traffi  c
alert and trailer coverage, evasive
steering assist, lane-keeping sys-
tem with blind-spot assist which
includes lane-keeping aid, lane-
keeping alert, driver alert system
and a pre-collision assist. 

The Navigator is also equipped 
with driver and front passenger-
dual-stage front airbags, front-seat
side airbags, safety canopy side-
curtain airbags with rollover sen-
sor, AdvanceTrac with RSC (Roll
Stability Control), MyKey tech-
nology and SecuriCode invisible
keypad.

In Oman, Lincoln vehicles are 
brought to you by Arabian Car
Marketing Co.

The Navigator is

equipped with a

twin-turbo V6, 3.5L

engine with auto

start-stop technology, 

that produces

440 horsepower

delivered through a 

10-speed automatic

transmission with 

SelectShift paddle 

activation

Cruise industry tries to become more sustainable
IF ALL GOES according to the 
cruise ship industry’s plans, the 
fi rst climate-neutral passenger 
cruise vessels will set sail in 2030. 
In recent years, the popular form 
of mass tourism has come under 
sharp criticism for generating 
waste and acting as major polluter 
due to the high emission of green-
house gases.

Environmental groups continue 
to put cruise ship industry players 
to the test, despite the sector’s plans 
for a greener future. The Nature 
and Biodiversity Conservation Un-
ion (NABU), for example, says pro-
gress is not being made fast enough 
when it comes to reducing emis-
sions. The German environmental 
protection association releases 
an annual ranking of European 
cruise ship companies’ climate 
protection measures. This year, it 
concluded that “cruising and cli-
mate protection don’t go together.” 
NABU surveyed 13 major cruise 
companies about the eff orts they 
were making in terms of climate 
protection. Even those that ranked 
highest didn’t score very well.

Improvements to new ships
According to NABU, cruise ship 
companies can’t aff ord to not re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. 
However, instead of focusing on 
improvements made to cruise 
ships that are currently in opera-
tion, many shipping companies 
are focusing on improving new 
ships which have not yet hit the 
water. As a result, “emissions in 
the cruise industry as a whole 
continue to rise,” said NABU 
shipping expert Sönke Diesener.

Similarly, the international en-
vironmental association Friends 
of the Earth hasn’t spared its criti-
cism. A cruise ship passenger cre-
ates eight times as much green-
house gas emissions as someone 
vacationing on land, according to a 
recent study.

“Cruise lines like to boast about 
cutting plastic pollution and using 
less energy on board,” said Friends 
of the Earth shipping expert Mar-
cie Keever in a press release. “But 
they ignore the factor that has the 

greatest impact on CO2 emissions 
— the massive and poor quality of 
the fuel they use.”

It’s time for the industry to take 
its responsibility to the planet se-
riously, she said.

According to NABU, half of cur-
rent cruise ships still use heavy 
fuel oil, which has a particularly 
poor environmental record. At the 
very least, the switch to marine 
diesel and the installation of soot 
particle fi lters and catalytic con-
verters should have happened long 
ago, say environmentalists.

Yet there are other fuel types 

available. Norwegian shipping 
company Havila Voyages, for ex-
ample, is using more liquifi ed
natural gas. “In our view, this is the
right choice at the moment,” says
company CEO Bent Martini.

Helge Grammerstorf, Germany 
director of the Cruise Lines In-

ternational Association (CLIA), 
agrees. The industry wants to move 
away from heavy fuel oil, he recent-
ly stressed at a session of the Ger-
man parliament’s committee on 
tourism. Liquefi ed natural gas of-
fers “real advantages” here, he said.

Other German cruise ship com-

panies are also making environ-
mental pledges. Wybcke Meier, 
the chairwoman of the executive 
board of TUI Cruises GmbH, has 
reiterated the company’s plan to 
operate its entire fl eet in a climate-
neutral manner by 2050. She 
said that the fi rst climate-neutral 

cruises will be on off er by 2030.
But she added that it was currently 
impossible to say when heavy oil
will be a thing of the past. It’s also a 
question of the availability of alter-
native fuels, she explained.

According to Sönke Diesener
from NABU, however, liquifi ed
natural gas isn’t that much better.
For years, experts have pointed
out that it is by no means the cli-
mate-friendly option that the in-
dustry portrays it to be. Liquifi ed
natural gas emits the greenhouse
gas methane, which NABU says
is 80 times more harmful to the
climate than carbon dioxide in the
short term.

Climate-neutral thanks
to green methanol
Green methanol is currently con-
sidered to be the most promis-
ing fuel according to researchers
at the Öko-Institut, a non-profi t
research and consultancy insti-
tution in Germany. If methane is
produced using renewable energy 
and carbon dioxide extracted from
the atmosphere, it could power
cruise ships in a climate-neutral
way, explains Nora Wissner, one
of the authors of an Öko-Institut
study. However, the main problem
is that green methanol is currently 
not being produced in suffi  cient
quantities. “As things stand, it’s not
possible to make a cruise ship run
in a climate-neutral way.”

There is also the issue of ship
production. Building a cruise ship
takes several years and costs hun-
dreds of millions of euros. As a re-
sult, a ship’s lifetime is expected to
last several decades. In light of the
rapid developments taking place
in the fi eld of alternative fuels, it is
almost impossible to keep an en-
tire fl eet up to date.

At least certain shipping com-
panies are starting to rely on
green methanol for their new ves-
sels. TUI Cruises and Norwegian
Cruise Lines, for example, have
ordered ships that rely on this op-
tion, says NABU. “There are the
fi rst promising announcements
that give hope for environmentally 
friendly cruise shipping.” -DW

M A S S  T O U R I S M
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