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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat is among the top ten
cities in the world ideal for relo-
cation, according to a new inter-
national study on the best cities
to relocate.

Conducted by the British fi-
nance site Money, 84 cities
around the world are ranked in its
Relocation Report, which was re-
leased last week.

The study analysed factors
that are often taken into consid-
eration when deciding where to
relocate, including house prices,
living costs, average salary,
weather conditions, number of
restaurants and green spaces, In-
ternet speed and life expectancy. 

Among the top ten, six are
American cities while three are
from the GCC. 

Austin, USA, with a Relocation
Score of 6.02/10 is the best city
in the world to relocate. Austin
has the third-best Internet speed
among the cities in the ranking at
87.5 Mbps. Additionally, the city
scores high in terms of average

temperature (20.4°C), and aver-
age monthly salaries at £3,984. 

Tokyo, Japan with a score of
5.98/10, is the second-highest
scoring city. It is the largest city in
the world with a population of
over 37mn people, suggesting its
mass appeal. Tokyo scores well
for its number of restaurants and
green spaces, besides having the

best average life expectancy with
residents living to 84. 

Charleston, USA, with a score
of 5.68/10, is the third best city
to relocate. With average Inter-
net speed of 106.5Mbps, it is by
far the fastest in any city on the
list. Additionally Charleston has a
high-ranking average monthly
salary of £3,147.

Charleston is followed by
Dubai (UAE) in fourth, Los Ange-
les (USA) in fifth, Abu Dhabi
(UAE) sixth, Miami (USA) sev-
enth, Muscat (Oman) eighth, San
Francisco (USA) ninth and Las
Vegas (USA) in tenth spot. 

GCC cities also rank among
the top five when it comes to
weather conditions, with Muscat

placed fifth overall. Dubai is on
the top and is followed by Abu
Dhabi, Manama and Doha. 

The three most expensive citi-
es to relocate are in Switzerland -
Basel, Zurich and Lausanne. 

The annual cost of living in
Basel is £53,748, which is over
£25,000 more a year than the
average annual living cost of
Money’s study - £28,716. 

Istanbul in Turkey is the most
affordable place to relocate
where average annual living cost
is only £12,753. This is £40,995
less a year than Basel, and
£15,963 less than the average. 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, and
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, make
up the top three. 

The GCC cities of Doha, Abu
Dhabi and Dubai make up the 
top three coastal relocation des-
tinations. 

The Qatari city is the top relo-
cation destination located on the
coastline, scoring 7.53/10 in this
criterion. Water temperatures in
Doha are 24.83°C on average
and the city has high annual
salaries of £41,033. 

Our Correspondent
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The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promotion
(MoCIIP) has granted pate- nts
to two citizens in its efforts to cre-
ate a competitive environment
for the private sector and to de-
velop the national economy. 

H E Qais Mohammed al
Yousef, Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion, granted patents to Dhahi bin
Jamal al Barwani, creator of a de-
vice that produces energy from
water molecules, and Ali bin
Salim al Busaidi, creator of Musif,
a device to speed up response

time during traffic accidents.  
Khalid bin Hamoud al Hinai,

head of Patents and Industrial
Designs in MoCIIP’s National In-
tellectual Property Office, said,
“Musif aims to reduce the num-

ber of victims of traffic accidents,
and speed up response time thro-
ugh rapid communication with
emergency teams in the sultan-
ate. It will also allow automated
and accurate reception of acci-

dent information, reducing hum-
an error in determining accident
locations, and enhancing coordi-
nation with emergency services
required to assist in such events.”

Musif works by sending a text

message automatically from the
vehicle driver to emergency serv-
ices, in the case of an accident, as
well as to a close relative to keep
them informed. “The message
also contains a location link, al-
lowing emergency services to
quickly reach the site of the acci-
dent,” said Hinai. 

The device to produce energy
from water molecules will help
reduce dependence on existing
energy sources and also reduce
cost of its production. “This de-
vice has been practically tested to
produce energy from the interac-
tion of water molecules.” 

According to Hinai, the min-
istry plays a major role in spread-

ing awareness on intellectual
property rights and providing
services related to facilitating and
registering patent applications.
The ministry also focuses on in-
ventions that feature technolo-
gies addressing problems related
to meeting the needs of changing
markets. 

“The ministry provides initial
research for an inventor's idea to
be able to gauge its feasibility and
the possibility of protecting it by
searching for documents similar
or close to the idea in databases
to save effort, money and time,
avoid repetitive ideas and focus
on new and qualitative ideas,”
said Hinai.

Muscat 8th best city to relocate

Our Correspondent
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Delegated by His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, Sayyid Asaad
bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for International Rela-
tions and Cooperation Affairs and
Personal Representative of His
Majesty the Sultan, led Oman’s
delegation taking part in the cel-

ebrations of the 51st National
Day at Oman Pavilion in Expo
2020 Dubai.

At the event, Sayyid Asaad
and his accompanying delegation
received Sheikh Nahyan bin
Mubarak al Nahyan, UAE Minis-
ter of Tolerance and Coexistence
and Commissioner General of
Expo 2020 Dubai. 

The ceremony, held at Al
Wasl Plaza at the expo, began
with raising the Omani flag. A
military band of the Royal Guard
of Oman and Royal Cavalry per-
formed at the concert square of
the expo that attracted a sizeable
number of participants and visi-
tors to Expo 2020.

Sayyid Asaad said in a speech
on the occasion, read by Qais

Mohammed al Yousef, Minister
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion, that
Oman’s participation in the inter-
national event stems from the
deep-rooted relations between
the two countries.

“Through participation in this
major global event, the sultanate
presents to visitors to Oman’s
pavilion the aspirations of gov-
ernment institutions and private
establishments, their innovations
and the contributions of Omani
youth, considered the mainstay
of the nation’s future.

“We are proud that the Omani
Pavilion embodied the spirit and
capabilities of young people, as
its organisation, management
and development were done 100

per cent by young Omanis,”
Sayyid Asaad said. 

He added that Oman Pavilion
will take visitors on an inspiring
journey that highlights the mak-
ing of the future and tells the con-
temporary story of the sultanate
as well as showcases the oppor-
tunities and bright future envis-
aged in the Oman Vision 2040. 

On his part, Sheikh Nahyan,
said in his speech, “Today, at
Expo 2020 Dubai, we celebrate
the National Day of Oman. I con-
vey my congratulations to the
sultanate, the government and
the people on the occasion of the
51st National Day, wishing His
Majesty the Sultan and the
Omani people continued
progress.”

Oman’s youth in focus at Expo 2020

Shura DISCuSSeS
State BuDget
wIth FM
Muscat - the Majlis
a’Shura discussed the
draft budget of the state
for the fiscal year 2022
with h e Sultan Salim al
habsi, Minister of Finance,
on Sunday.

the discussions, held
behind closed doors,
covered items of the draft
budget, including
estimates of general
revenues and expenditure,
and the management of
public debt. these also
covered subsidy policies,
the position of
government investments,
economic diversification
programmes, foreign
direct investments and
privatisation programmes.

the discussions were
held under the
chairmanship of h e
Khalid hilal al Ma’awali,
Chairman of Majlis
a’Shura. 
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up to 3.35% in October

04

Karwa Motors rolls out first
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His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik’s state visit to Qatar today
reflects the robust bilateral rela-
tions binding the two countries at
all levels, according to Sheikh
Jassim bin Abdulrahman al
Thani, Qatar’s ambassador to
the sultanate.

The ambassador told ONA
that the visit will pave the way for
a new stage to meet aspirations
of the two peoples. It will open
possibilities of several projects to
contribute to promoting political,
economic and cultural relations.

“Qatari-Omani relations will
witness further strengthening
through the state visit of His
Majesty the Sultan and will re-
ceive a great welcome from 
the Qatari people,” said Sheikh
Jassim.

In a statement, the Diwan of
Royal Court said that the visit is
in response to an invitation from
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al
Thani, Emir of Qatar.

HM’s visit to
Qatar reflects
robust 
bilateral ties 

Patent also awarded to 
high-tech device to speed up 
response time during traffic 

accidents

Sayyid Asaad
presides over
National Day
celebrations at
Expo 2020

Sayyid Asaad bin Tarik al Said,
Deputy Prime Minister for Interna-
tional Relations and Cooperation Af-
fairs and Personal Representative of
His Majesty the Sultan, met Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces of the UAE, at the
Leadership Pavilion in Expo 2020
Dubai.

The two sides reviewed relations
between Oman and UAE, as well as
aspects of existing cooperation in
several fields to serve the joint inter-
ests of the two brotherly countries
and peoples.

Existing Oman-UAE relations reviewed

British
finance site
Money ranks
84 cities
around the
world in its
Relocation
Report

1 Austin 
2 Tokyo
3 Charleston 
4 Dubai 
5 Los Angeles 
6 Abu Dhabi 
7 Miami 
8 Muscat 
9 San Francisco
10 Las Vegas 

Musif (right) speeds up response time during accidents and 

Dhahi al Barwani’s device produces energy from water molecules

MoCIIP grants patent to device producing energy from water molecules 

(ONA)

(Supplied photos)
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4 tonnes of debris removed in Masirah
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Fifty-one divers and 127 volun-
teers recently came together to
remove about four tonnes of ma-
rine debris from around Masirah
Island.

The Environment Authority, in
cooperation with the Oman Fish-
eries Co and Quriyat Divers
team, ran the clean-up campaign
from November 4 to 8 with the
participation of volunteers.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Juma Khamis al Amri, head of
Quriyat Divers, said the cam-
paign in Masirah Island resulted
in the removal of debris compris-
ing fishing nets, iron pieces, plas-
tic and empty cans. 

“The dive started at 8am and
ended at 1pm. Volunteers and
divers from several wilayats
came together for this task to
clean the marine environment

and protect coral reefs around
the island. Divers spotted dead
fish in those nets, which is a
waste of marine wealth in the
sultanate. The waste of marine
resources also affects the liveli-

hood of fishermen,” he said.
According to Amri, the clean-

up in Masirah Island aimed at
spreading awareness on the im-
portance of preserving the ma-
rine environment, and

encouraging volunteer work
among people in the wilayat. 

“Prior to physically removing
the waste, some members of the
team did a reconnaissance dive
at the site and wrote a report.

Later, the report was discussed
at a meeting and work delegated
to each member,” Amri said.

Quriyat Divers was estab-
lished in January 2019 and since
then has conducted several

clean-up dives across Oman. 
The biggest challenge for

divers when carrying out 
clean-up efforts is the same
which entangles and kills marine
creatures – fishing nets. Getting
entangled in nets in the depths of
the sea is a diver’s worst 
nightmare. “Occasionally, we
also encounter poisonous fish,
aggressive sharks and get stuck
in coral reefs. But we are deter-
mined to continue our clean-up
campaigns.”

The team is enthused to con-
tinue the important work of
cleaning Oman’s seas. “We hope
fishermen abide by fishing laws
issued by the competent author-
ities and use modern methods of
fishing and technology to pre-
serve marine wealth. They
shouldn’t discard unwanted nets
in the sea. We thank everyone
who participated in supporting
our campaigns.”

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH),
represented by the Clinical Di-
etary Department at Al Nahdha
Hospital, organised on Sunday
the Nutrition and Cancer Dis-
eases Conference at Kempinski
Hotel Muscat.

The event was held under the
auspices of Dr Hilal al Sabti, ex-
ecutive president of Oman Med-
ical Specialty Board, in the
presence of Dr Hamad al Harthi,
director, Al Nahdha Hospital, in
addition to the attendance of di-
rectors and heads of depart-
ments, and a number of
university students. 

Dr Eiman al Hinai, head of
Clinical Dietary Department at Al
Nahdha Hospital, explained that
a balanced diet provides the
body with the appropriate
amount of energy and calories
available in foods and drinks to
maintain energy balance. This
means that the energy derived
from food must be equivalent to
what is needed by the body in
order to perform its various func-
tions such as walking and move-
ment, and other vital processes. 

She added that in 2018, the
World Health Organization
recorded 18.1mn new cases of
cancer worldwide. WHO ex-
pects the number to reach be-
tween 29mn and 37mn cases by
2040, and that cancer cases will
increase by 81 per cent by 2040
in low- and middle-income coun-
tries due to insufficient resources
for prevention. 

The conference aimed at ad-
dressing current issues in nutri-
tion and cancerous diseases to
alleviate the suffering of patients
by promoting excellence in on-
cology. Additionally, it aimed to
establish partnerships and en-
hance knowledge and coopera-
tion to develop research and
launch initiatives to combat the
disease more effectively in the
region. Also, it sought to ex-
change knowledge and experi-
ences with oncologists
specialised in oncology adapted
nutrition, as well as reviewing
recommendations regarding
common nutrition and cancerous
disease issues, and raising di-
etary awareness among commu-
nity to reduce incidence of these
diseases.

The conference highlighted a
spectrum of topics including the
role of nutrition in colorectal can-
cer causation in Oman, child-
hood and adulthood cancer, and
nutrition management for paedi-
atric and adult patients.

MoH holds
conference
on nutrition,
cancerous 
diseases 

We hope fishermen
abide by fishing
laws and use 
modern methods to
preserve marine
wealth. They
shouldn’t discard
unwanted nets 
in the sea
JUMA KHAMIS AL AMRI

(Supplied photos)



Amer Nasser
Tour guide

On National Day in 2020, COVID-19 had affected cel-
ebrations negatively, but this year, the celebrations
were livelier. Peace and calm continues to prevail in
Oman and people are more appreciative of it. By the
next National Day, I hope to see the country’s econ-
omy improve and living standards rise.

noW on
WhatSapp

next on
Your SaY

With hotels/resorts offering packages to boost local tourism, has holidaying in Oman become more affordable now?
The views stated here are those of the respondents and not endorsed by Muscat Daily. If you feel strongly about the issues discussed here, you can email your comments to 
muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om  Log on to our Facebook page or tweet us your comments on the issue

Khalid al Kharusi
Radio engineer

The main change I noticed was the massive contribu-
tion of many private companies and public entities in
this year’s National Day celebrations. The attention to
detail in decorations and design of visual presenta-
tions to celebrate the day was evident this year. Next
year, I would like to see more activities and events.

Ahmed al Busaidi
Retired government employee

I have seen several National Days, including military
parades and functions. The 50th was supposed to be
very big, but we could not do anything because of
COVID-19. However, things are slowly returning to
normal and this year we were able to celebrate the
day. The past was better but the future will be better.

Mohammed al Hajri
Operations manager

Since the passing of Sultan Qaboos bin Said, we
haven’t been able to gather and celebrate the great
achievements of the last 51 years. We look forward
and are determined to continue to collectively work
to keep the momentum of progress under the wise
leadership of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.

Hesham Talaat
Teacher

The main change in the sultanate this year was
empowering the youth through education, health-
care and a safe environment. Next National Day, I
am eager to witness more advances, especially in
digital knowledge and economy as it develops
rapidly all over the world.

Deepa Punjabi
Homemaker

This National Day was amazing compared to 2020. I
saw happiness everywhere. People are getting back
to their normal routine and celebrated in their own
small ways. I wish and hope that in the coming years,
National Day celebrations will be grander. 

Saif Salim al Harrasi 
Businessman 

The government has done well since the last National
Day with numerous reforms and restructuring to im-
prove the economy. Had it not been for the COVID-
19 pandemic, the situation would have been much
better. Next National Day, I look forward to seeing an
Oman that is strong and economically diverse.

Farouk Ahmed
Private sector employee

We were happy to celebrate National Day this year
after the disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020. The celebrations this year were simple but
joyful. I look forward to more celebrations and events
next year.

Vinod Raghavan
PR executive

After the lull in 2020 due to the pandemic, this year
National Day was celebrated with high spirits. Roads
were adorned with national flags and fancy lights.
Buildings and commercial establishments, too, were
lit up. People are the soul of a nation, and they are
brimming with a sense of responsibility and gratitude. 

Send uS on our
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BOUNCINg BACK
What changes did you see in the National Days between 2020 and 2021?
What changes would you like to see before the next November 18?

Share your comment in not more
than 50 words along with your full
name, profession and front facing 
photo before next Sunday, 
10am, via WhatsApp
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Coinciding with the country’s 51st

National Day celebrations, Karwa
Motors has rolled out its first
Karwa-branded bus proudly
bearing the ‘Made in the Sul-
tanate of Oman’ tag called
‘Salam’. 

The company has a manufac-
turing facility in the Duqm Special
Economic Zone. 

The event also marks the start
of manufacturing operations for
the joint investment project be-
tween Oman and Qatar, which in
its first phase aims to produce
500 buses annually.

Karwa Motors is a joint ven-
ture between Mowasalat Qatar,
the state-owned transport com-
pany of Qatar, and Oman Invest-
ment Authority’s sovereign
wealth fund. 

‘This partnership is, however,
only one pearl in a string of eco-
nomic ties between our two na-
tions; ties that have been
positively reflected in a wide
range of successful cooperation
projects over the years,’ stated a
press release. 

The first phase of operations
at the Karwa Motors facility will
focus on manufacturing buses for
the FIFA World Cup 2022 in
Doha next year. 

Due to its strategic location
close to the regional market, the
project is well positioned to con-
tribute to the success of this
global event by reducing work-
load, shipping time and storage
costs. Moreover, this develop-

ment reflects Qatar’s vision of
enhancing the contribution of
neighbouring countries to the
success of this global event.

Commenting on the roll out of
the first-ever Karwa-branded
bus, Hisham Ahmed al Sheedi,
acting director of Economic Di-

versification Investments, said,
“The Karwa facility represents
one of the most important strate-
gic projects between Oman and
Qatar. The two countries con-
tinue to seek potential invest-
ment opportunities across
several vital and promising sec-
tors, underlining the strong ties
between them and the shared in-
terests that have been addressed
regularly by both governments
and people. 

“The Oman Investment Au-
thority invests in such projects to
not only support Oman’s eco-
nomic diversification efforts but
also move us closer towards re-
alising our vision of developing
Oman’s logistics sector and es-
tablishing the sultanate as an in-
dustrial hub for the region.
Moreover, the project will help us
as a nation enhance our technical

expertise in the automotive sec-
tor and develop supplementary
industries that will support its
growth, including several new
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses.”

Commenting on the new facil-
ity, Dr Ibrahim al Balushi, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Karwa Motors,
said, “Located on a 600,000sqm
site, the manufacturing facility is
outfitted with the latest in tech-
nology. It also houses several key
sections, including a large ware-
house to store raw material, core
workshops for cutting and weld-
ing, dyeing, and equipment and
motor assembly, a full-fledged in-
spection yard and testing facility,
and a vast number of other auxil-
iary facilities. Our factory will also
create job opportunities for Oma-
nis, whether they are regular job-
seekers or have experience in the

automotive field.
"The first phase of ramp-up

will be focused on producing the
first of three Karwa-branded
buses - Salam - which will be
used at the FIFA World Cup
2022. These buses are extremely
advanced and can handle a vari-
ety of road conditions, as well as
withstand the harshest weather
conditions. Next year, we will in-
troduce the Intercity Coach and
the City Bus with an annual pro-
duction of 500 to 700 buses. Ad-
ditionally, we have a strategic
partnership in place with Higer,
one of the world's leading manu-
facturers of buses.” 

Karwa Motors, in cooperation
with Oman Investment Author-
ity, is currently exploring the pos-
sibility of manufacturing electric
buses and vehicles.

Karwa Motors rolls out
first made-in-Oman bus 

Our Correspondent
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Over 3,000 tourists aboard two
cruise ships visited Port of
Khasab and Salalah Port in the
past few days, the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism said. 

The first cruise ship arrived on
November 17 after a gap of more
than a year due to the spread of
COVID-19 and the resultant dis-
ruptions in tourism activities
across the world. 

The winter cruise tourism
season began in the sultanate
with the arrival of Mein Schiff 6,
carrying more than 2,100 tourists
to the Port of Khasab in Musan-
dam governorate. 

On November 19, Salalah Port
received the Italian cruise ship
AIDAbella carrying 1,104 tourists.

Passengers of AIDAbella vis-
ited popular archaeological and
historical landmarks in Dhofar,
including the Museum of the
Land of Frankincense, Samharam

Archaeological Park and popular
markets in Salalah.

Oman recorded a 45 per cent
increase in the number of cruise
ship visitors from 193,000 in
2017/2018 to 283,000 in
2018/2019.

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism will host an event titled
Oman Connections from No-
vember 22 to 24. The event aims
to showcase the best luxury
tourism products with the partic-
ipation of 30 international travel
and tourism agencies.

Two cruise ships bring
over 3,000 tourists

The first phase of
ramp-up will be 
focused on produc-
ing the first of three
Karwa-branded
buses - Salam -
which will be used
at the FIFA World
Cup 2022
DR IBRAHIM AL BALUSHI

(Supplied photos)
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Oman’s annual inflation rate fur-
ther increased in October after a
sharp rise in prices of fish prod-
ucts, vegetables and transporta-
tion during the month.

The sultanate’s inflation rate,
which is based on the consumer
price index (CPI), increased to
3.35 per cent in October 2021
from 2.46 per cent recorded in
the previous month, according
to CPI data released by the Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

The consumer price inflation
in October 2021 remained 0.75
per cent higher compared to
September of this year, the data
showed.

An increase in Oman’s infla-
tion rate was expected this year
after the implementation of
value added tax (VAT) in April.
Sharp price increases in trans-
port group, fish and seafood,
vegetables and tobacco prod-
ucts largely contributed to the
overall inflation growth in Octo-
ber.

The inflation rate in food and
non-alcoholic beverages group,
which has nearly 24 per cent
weight in Oman’s CPI, jumped to
3.42 per cent in October this
year compared to the same

month a year ago. Consumer
prices in food and non-alcoholic
beverages group in October in-
creased by 1.43 per cent com-
pared to the previous month.

Within the food items, fish
and seafood recorded a 14.8 per
cent jump in October prices

compared to the same month a
year ago, while prices for vegeta-
bles rose 7.6 per cent on year-
on-year basis. Prices for fruits
also increased by 2.87 per cent
year-on-year in October.

On the other hand, prices in
transport group – which has

more than 19 per cent weight in
the CPI – jumped by 9.6 per cent
in October compared to the
same month a year ago. Furnish-
ing, household equipment and
household maintenance group
also witnessed an year-on-year
price increase of 1.37 per cent in

October.
Prices in the group of housing,

water, electricity, gas and other
fuel items remained 1.01 per cent
higher in October compared to
the same month of 2020.

The sultanate’s annual infla-
tion averaged under 1 per cent
over the six years to 2019 and
was negative during 2020. The
inflation rate returned to positive
territory in April 2021 after re-
maining negative for more than
a year.

The average inflation rate
during the January–October pe-
riod of 2021 stood at 1.12 per
cent, according to NCSI data.

International institutions such
as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF0, World Bank and
global credit ratings agencies
were expecting Oman’s inflation
to rise above 3 per cent level this
year.

As per the IMF’s forecasts,
Oman’s annual average inflation
is expected to rise to 3.8 per cent
in 2021, mainly due to the imple-
mentation of VAT and increase
in global prices. 

Similarly, the World Bank in
its latest economic outlook for
Oman said the inflation is pro-
jected to pick up to over 3 per
cent in 2021, reflecting the re-
covery of domestic demand and
the introduction of VAT.

Oman’s inflation rate goes
up to 3.35% in October

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Capital Market Authority
(CMA) on Sunday announced
that the legislative system for
launching crowdfunding plat-
forms has been approved and
ready for anyone wishing to en-
gage in crowdfunding activity in
Oman.

The regulations and controls
for the crowdfunding activity are
characterised by a high level of
flexibility and adequate facilities,
the CMA said in a statement.

In a statement to Oman
News Agency, H E Abdulah al
Salmi, executive president of the
CMA, said that the decision to
allow crowdfunding activity in
the sultanate comes in response

to the requirements of dealers in
the capital market and entrepre-
neurs.

Earlier this year the Minister
of Finance and chairman of the
Capital Market Authority ap-
proved a resolution (No

151/2021) to amend some pro-
visions of the Executive Regula-
tions of the Capital Market Law
to allow the activity of crowd-
funding platforms in Oman.

As per the recent amend-
ments to the provisions of the

Executive Regulations of the
Capital Market Law, the compa-
nies wishing to engage in this
activity are exempted from li-
censing and activity fees
(amounting to RO155,000) until
January 1, 2023.

“This exemption comes in the
context of the government’s ef-
forts to facilitate business and
economic recovery. Our aim is
to support the establishment of
national crowdfunding plat-
forms of various types and at-
tract global crowdfunding
platforms to Oman. 

This new activity will provide
support for the growth of 
entrepreneurs and innovative
SMEs in the country,” H E Salmi
said.

He said that the regulatory

provisions for crowdfunding
platforms are sufficiently flexi-
ble and provide incentives to es-
tablish this type of platforms
and contribute to supporting
SMEs.

H E Salmi said the regulations
allow the crowdfunding plat-
form operators to provide fi-
nancing through four ways:
Donation-based financing,
product-based financing, eq-
uity-based financing, and coun-
terpart financing.

“It is an opportunity for
Omani youth and a support 
for launching various national 
financing platforms to finance
investment initiatives in any 
of the promising economic 
and productive sectors,” he
added.

CMA gives go-ahead for crowdfunding activity

H E Abdulah al Salmi (Muscat Daily)

Dubai – Underlining the impor-
tance of the special economic
zones and free zones as a key at-
traction for foreign investments
to the sultanate, the Public Au-
thority for Special Economic
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ)
presented the investment oppor-
tunities available in these zones
during the ‘Invest in Oman
Forum’.

The event was held as part of
other activities, commemorating
Oman’s celebration of the 51st
National Day at Expo 2020 in
Dubai.

The forum, organised by 
the Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment 
Promotion, attracted potential 
businesspersons, interested 
corporates and international
media, according to a press re-
lease. 

A number of government 
and private bodies took part in
the forum, including OPAZ,
Asyad Group, Madayn and

HSBC Bank.
During his presentation 

delivered in the Invest in Oman
Forum, Yousuf al Reesi, from
OPAZ, highlighted the package
of advantages and incentives of
the special economic zones 
and free zones offered for in-
vestors. 

Further, he touched on the dif-
ferent investment opportunities
available in various sectors, such
as oil, petrochemicals, logistics,
fisheries, tourism, mining and
others. 

Post the ‘Invest in Oman
Forum’, the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion, arranged several
meetings that brought together
representatives of the participat-
ing entities, businesspersons and
those interested to invest in
Oman. 

Various business opportuni-
ties have been brought to discus-
sion between the officials and
potential investors.

Invest in Oman
Forum organised at
Expo 2020 in Dubai

Vegetable prices rose 7.6 per cent in October on year-on-year basis (Muscat Daily)
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Petroleum Development Oman
(PDO) has completed the 
construction of the first 
ever well-pad where all con-
struction equipment utilised
were fuelled by locally produced
biodiesel.

This accomplishment was at-
tained in collaboration with Sa-
rooj Construction Company and
Synergy Biodiesel. The con-
structed PDO gas well-pad is in
the Saih Rawl region and was
constructed by Sarooj, according

to a press statement.
The biodiesel used by the

construction equipment was
produced by Synergy Biofuels in
the first commissioned biodiesel
plant in Oman. Using biodiesel in
the construction of the well-pad
lead to a reduction of approxi-
mately 11 tonnes of CO2 emis-
sions.

“We are proud of this
achievement which was the re-
sult of innovative and collabora-
tive work with Sarooj and
Synergy BioFuels. We hope that
it will pave the way for similar ini-
tiatives and projects as we con-

tinue to explore and develop new
solutions to decarbonise our
business,” said Abdullah al Jabri,
chief commercial projects officer
at PDO.

“We are very proud to be 
part of this collaboration with
PDO and Synergy Biofuels to de-
liver this project while reducing
CO2 emissions. Sarooj has been
committed to invest in transfor-
mative solutions to reduce emis-
sions and greenhouse gases, and
this project is one step in that di-
rection,” Simon Karam, chairman
of Sarooj Construction Company
said. 

Sarooj has become the first
construction company in the
MENA region to utilise the first
Omani-produced biodiesel to
construct an oil and gas well-
pad.

“We thank PDO and Sarooj
for collaborating with Synergy to
utilise its first batch of Omani-
produced biodiesel in the oil and
gas and construction sectors,”
said Anthony Helou, CEO of Syn-
ergy. 

Synergy had commissioned
the first biodiesel plant in Oman
earlier in July 2021 in Samail in-
dustrial estate.

Omani biodiesel fuels
construction of first
gas well-pad for PDO

Washington, US – The sharp rise
in US inflation even as the labour
market rapidly improves means
the Federal Reserve should re-
move stimulus from the econ-
omy more quickly, a central bank
official said.

The Fed this month began
slowing the pace of bond pur-
chases it started early in the pan-
demic to provide liquidity to the
economy, but has expressed
caution over when it will increase
interest rates even as consumer
prices hit a 30-year high.

Fed board member Christo-
pher Waller said, “The rapid im-
provement in the labour market
and the deteriorating inflation
data have pushed me towards
favouring a faster pace of taper-
ing and a more rapid removal of
accommodation in 2022.”

As the world’s largest econ-
omy has made a rapid recovery
from the deepest downturn on
record, prices have soared due to
global supply bottlenecks and
shortages, as well as labour con-
straints.

The annual consumer price
index in October hit 6.2 per cent
- its highest level in more than
three decades and well beyond
the Fed’s 2 per cent goal.

Prices have ‘escalated sub-
stantially this year’, Waller said,
and ‘despite the highest wage
gains in years, inflation this year
has wiped out any real wage in-
crease for the average worker’.

“High inflation is painful to
Americans who have little
choice about the goods and
services they buy for everyday
living,” he said in a prepared
speech.

His comments were the
strongest yet from a top central
banker, as Fed chair Jerome
Powell has repeatedly said that
while inflation is higher than ex-
pected, most of the factors driv-
ing it are transitory. But Waller
noted that ‘price pressures are
no longer concentrated in a few
categories, they appear to have
broadened’, and it is ‘very con-
cerning’ that consumer surveys
show the public is worried the
rate will stay above 2 per cent.

The central bank slashed the

benchmark borrowing rate to
zero in March 2020 to help
ward off a deeper economic cri-
sis, and has said it will not raise
rates until the economy is at
maximum employment and in-
flation is on track to stay at or a
bit above 2 per cent.

Waller said the criteria for in-
flation to hold at or above two
percent has been met, and the
economy ‘making great strides
towards achieving the employ-
ment leg of our mandate’.

The Fed this month started
reducing the pace of its monthly
purchases of Treasury securities
and mortgage-backed bonds,
but has said it could cut back
more quickly.
AFP

US Fed should quicken
stimulus pullback due
to inflation: Official
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Oman Post exhibition
commemorates legacy
of H H Sayyid Tarik

Oman Post opened an exhibition
at the Opera Galleria, commem-
orating the remarkable life and
legacy of the late H H Sayyid
Tarik bin Taimur al Said and his
contributions to the progress of
Oman over the years. 

Capturing landmark moments
in H H Sayyid Tarik’s life and
Oman’s rich history, the exhibi-

tion is divided into four display
sections, covering specific peri-
ods and milestones in his deco-
rated life. 

The first section features 
photographs highlighting H H
Sayyid Tarik’s work before 1970
as one of the most prominent
Omani political figures that 
have emerged during the last

millennia. 
The second display focuses

on his contributions to Oman’s
diplomatic and international re-
lations’ history after 1970. 

Another section is dedicated
to his work at the United Nations,
namely, delivering Oman’s first
speech at the organisation on
October 7, 1971. 

The final section includes 
images capturing key and candid
moments of his life as well as
rare bank notes signed by 
H H Sayyid Tarik during his 
time as president of the Central
Bank.

The exhibition will be open for
the public at the Opera Galleria
for the next two weeks.

Oman Air Holidays, the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s leading
provider of flight and hotel pack-
ages, has signed a strategic part-
nership with Saudi International
Travel Company (SITC), a lead-
ing provider of travel and tourism
services since 1983, with the aim
to promote domestic tourism of-
ferings in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the Sultanate of
Oman. 

The partnership reflects both
organisations’ commitment to
provide an extensive range of be-
spoke tours and packages that
combine the very best hospital-
ity, leisure, and tourism experi-
ences in the Middle East. The
agreement paves the way for
Saudi International Travel Com-
pany (SITC) to offer its travel and
tourism services to passengers
traveling to Saudi Arabia on

Oman Air for business, leisure or
investment purposes. 

The strategic partnership will
focus on offering wide-ranging
recreational options and turnkey
travel and tourism services 
for visitors arriving to the king-
dom from Oman and strength-
ening cooperation between both
countries. 

Mundher al  Shaikhani , senior
manager at Oman Air Holidays,
said, “The partnership between
Oman Air Holidays and Saudi In-
ternational Travel Company
(SITC) will strengthen the rela-
tionship between the Sultanate
of Oman and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in the delivery of in-
novative holiday products and
services, and will contribute to
the tremendous growth potential
of both countries’ tourism
ecosystems. This aligns closely

with the objectives of Oman’s
Vision 2040 and the kingdom’s
Vision 2030.”

Sultan Suleiman, chief execu-
tive officer of Saudi International
Travel Company, said, “The part-
nership enhances strategic coop-
eration based on the innovative
approach followed by private
companies in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia to expand invest-
ment opportunities across mar-
kets with the aim of developing
and providing a series of distinc-
tive, high-efficiency tourism
services in both the Saudi and
Omani markets.”

Since June 2021, Saudi Inter-
national Travel Company has
been providing institutional quar-
antine accommodation for
Oman Air Holidays’ guests who
arrive in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia on Oman Air flights.

Oman Air Holidays inks pact
with Saudi travel company

As Oman celebrates its 51st Na-
tional Day, Bank Nizwa is mark-
ing the occasion with the launch
of a number of offers for its cus-
tomers. As the leading Islamic
bank in the sultanate, Bank
Nizwa has been recognised for
its premium customer service,
seamless banking procedures
and exciting offers. 

Under the National Day of-
fers, customers can enjoy a fi-
nancing rate starting from 4.95
per cent on all home, auto and
personal finances, comple-
mented by a waive off on the
processing fees of any such fi-
nance. The offer also includes
the first finance instalment to
begin after two months of avail-
ing the finance facility. 

With a diverse portfolio of
products and services, Bank
Nizwa ensures that it has spe-
cialized solutions to cater to the
differential needs and demands
of its various customers. 

“The National Day is a very
dear occasion for everyone living
in Oman, and on behalf of the
Bank Nizwa family I would like to
congratulate His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik and the peo-
ple of Oman for achieving re-
markable progress, growth and
prosperity through the years,”
said Khaled al Kayed, CEO of

Bank Nizwa. 
“As a bank revered for its cus-

tomer-centric approach and
strong customer relations, we
decided to offer them something
which resonates well with the
excitement and spirit of the 51st

National Day. We are happy to
celebrate this glorious occasion
with our prized customers.” 

Over the years, Bank Nizwa’s
innovative campaigns, thought-
ful offers and unfaltering cus-
tomer service have been
instrumental in its success. 

Complementing this with a
well-diversified retail and corpo-
rate portfolio, the bank has been
consistently exceeding cus-
tomer expectations while setting
new benchmarks in the Islamic
banking sector. 

Bank Nizwa constantly en-
deavours to boost customer en-
gagement and enhance the
overall banking experience
whether it is through its seam-
less digital media platforms,
well-knit network of branches
across Oman, or its efficient cus-
tomer service channels. 

Aligning itself to the objec-
tives outlined in Oman Vision
2040, Bank Nizwa has remained
steadfast in its vision to be the
leading Islamic financing institu-
tion in the country.

Omantel has established itself as
the undisputed market leader in
integrated telecom services by
virtue of its efficiency and
ecosystem. The company has al-
ways been offering the people
and businesses of Oman world-
class services and access to the
latest digital technologies that
has enabled them keep pace
with the changing world.  

Omantel was the first to make
5G possible in the sultanate.
Since the late 2019 roll-out,
Omantel has grown its 5G foot-
print through infrastructure, net-
work coverage and device
compatibility, bringing the bene-
fits of this new-gen communica-
tions technology to individual
users, businesses, corporations
and the government. 

To further highlight Omantel’s
role in creating more awareness
among people on 5G capabilities
and opportunities, the company

will be hosting a series of webi-
nars focused on this frontier dig-
ital technology, which will see
the participation of telecom sec-
tor consultants, Omantel ex-
perts, members of the academia
and international and local

Omani experts. 
Heads of ICT/ IT departments

of Omantel’s enterprise cus-
tomers in the government and
private sector, stakeholders from
the public and private sector and
academia, journalists and social

media influencers will attend the
webinars, the first of which will
be held tomorrow on the topic,
‘5G Beyond Speed’.  

It will feature noted personal-
ities as speakers. The first webi-
nar can be attended online by

registering via the link
H E Dr Ali bin Amur al Shid-

hani, Undersecretary for Com-
munications at the Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology, will
participate as a keynote speaker
of the first webinar, where he will
highlight how 5G will help
achieve Oman Vision 2040 ob-
jectives related to digital trans-
formation.

5G offers increased download
and video call speed, enables In-
ternet of Things (IoT), uninter-
rupted connections on the move,
multiple-device connections,
telemedicine, remote learning
solutions, enhanced virtual real-
ity and augmented reality among
a slew of other benefits. 

With its 5G speeds reaching
multiple gigabits, Omantel is 
empowering and enabling inter-
net users as well as Oman’s
economy.

Bank Nizwa 
announces exciting
National Day offers

Omantel’s webinar series to highlight
role of 5G in driving global growth 

The finals of the Modern Ex-
change – ISC Oman Open 
Badminton Championship con-
cluded at the ISC courts on No-
vember 13. 

Chief official Mathew
Thomas, joint facility enhance-
ment secretary along with Faigee
and Sanjit, joint sport secretary
took all initiatives to conduct the
event in a systematic and profes-
sional touch.  

The tournament saw partici-
pants from Sohar, Sur and Barka
in addition to the Muscat gover-
norate.  

Almost 300 entries received
including women and children
and took almost three full days to
complete the tournament.  

The awarding and closing 
ceremony were held right after
the final, making a perfect end 
of the ISC Badminton 

Championship. 
The function observed one

minute silent prayer in memory
of hockey legend Syed Naqvi. 

The closing ceremony wit-
nessed a couple of cultural per-
formances from Kerala and
Malayalam Wings. 

Sports secretary Saji Abra-
ham thanked all the officials,
tournament committee, staff,
coach and parents for their sup-

port and dedication in conduct-
ing the tournament successfully.
ISC chairman Dr Sathish Nam-
biar while addressing the gather-
ing emphasised the importance
of such events which will 
help talented shuttlers to show-
case their skills on such a large
platform.   

He appreciated the efforts of
sports committee and asked to
organise such sports events on

regular basis to channelise youth
energy in the right perspective.

Philip Koshy, general manager
of Modern Exchange was the
guest of honour and the trophies
were distributed to the winners.  

Karanjeet Singh Matharoo,
vice chairman, Babu Rajendran,
general secretary, Suhail Khan,
entertainment secretary 
were also present during the cer-
emony.

ISC Oman Open Badminton Championship concludes
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In recognition of its pioneering
role in the field of Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR), Bank
Muscat was recently honoured
by the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI) at a
grand event held under the pa-
tronage of H H Sayyid Kamil bin
Fahd bin Mahmoud al Said, As-
sistant Secretary General of the
Office of the Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Cabinet Affairs. The cer-
emony was attended by a
number of their excellencies as
well as senior officials from insti-
tutions and corporates in Oman. 

On this occasion, Khalifa 
Abdullah al Hatmi, assistant gen-
eral manager – International
Branches, Bank Muscat, said, “It
is a great honour to receive this
accolade, which confirms the
bank’s pioneering role in social
responsibility and its partnership
with the community in Oman.
The bank’s activities are aligned
to Oman’s development goals,
especially the pillar of CSR and
partnership in Oman Vision
2040. We are working tirelessly
to serve everyone better, every
day, not just in banking, but also
in serving the larger community
through humanitarian and sus-
tainable initiatives.” 

Hatmi pointed out that receiv-
ing this honour is a great inspira-
tion to Bank Muscat to continue
to launch new programmes and
initiatives which will further
strengthen cooperation and Pub-
lic-Private Partnership in the
service of the nation and Omani
society. It must be noted that
every year, the bank sets aside a
portion of its profits for its differ-
ent CSR and sustainability activ-

ities to serve various segments of
society including the youth and
children, people with special
needs, social welfare families,
entrepreneurs, students and
communities across the country. 

For the past four years, the
bank has extended its support to
the Fak Kurba initiative launched
by the Oman Lawyers Associa-
tion to help secure the release of
those who have been jailed for
failing to clear financial obliga-
tions. The total number of cases
the bank has secured releases in
the last four consecutive years
has reached 826 cases, including
250 cases in 2021.

Bank Muscat’s landmark
Green Sports programme has
supported 143 teams across var-
ious governorates in the sul-

tanate till date. Over 36,900
members from different commu-
nities have benefitted from the
programme. Till date, 95 teams
have received support for instal-
lation of artificial turf or natural
grass on their fields, while 40
teams have received support for
floodlighting and eight teams for
water desalination plants. As a
‘one of its kind’ programme,
Green Sports is contributing ma-
jorly to developing the sporting
skills and talents of Omani youth.
Bank Muscat has been encour-
aged by the tremendous success
of the programme in transform-
ing sports infrastructure across
the country.

The bank’s Tadhamun pro-
gramme, which is organised in
partnership with the Ministry of

Social Development, has benefit-
ted 1,691 families since it was
first launched in 2013. In 2021,
the programme distributed 790
household appliances to 150 so-
cial welfare families across
Oman. Earlier this year, the bank
also provided laptops and tablets
to 1,240 students from low-in-
come families with the aim of
supporting the government’s ef-
forts to make online education
available for all students in the
aftermath of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Meanwhile, the Bank Mus-
cat’s Jesr Al Mustaqbal pro-
gramme has provided
scholarships to a number of
young people from social welfare
families to pursue their higher
education, while its Al Wathbah

SME Academy continues to train
and equip Omani entrepreneurs
with business skills and help
them acquire internationally-ac-
credited certification. 

The bank also spends a lot of
effort on building infrastructure
and public facilities as part of its
emphasis on CSR and sustain-
ability. Previously, the bank has
joined hands with the Ministry of
Tourism and Heritage to develop
the old village of Misfat al Abriy-
een in Al Hamra to boost her-
itage tourism and preserve the
cultural heritage of Oman, while
also contributing to the creation
of new jobs and allied benefits for
the local community. In 2020,
the bank also celebrated the
completion of the 15,000sqm Al
Khoudh Park project in Seeb.

OCCI honours Bank Muscat
for its pioneering CSR role

Oman Olympic Committee
(OOC) participated in the 40th

General Assembly (GA) of
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA),
which was held in Dubai, in the
United Arab Emirates on Sunday.
The event was held in the pres-
ence of representatives of 30
Asian NOCs, while representa-
tives of 14 committees took part
online due to travel restrictions
and health protocols.

The delegation was headed by
Sayyid Khalid bin Hamad al Bu-

saidi, OOC president, and Taha
bin Sulaiman al Kishry, OOC sec-
retary general - member of OCA
Executive Office, who partici-
pated in the meeting of the Exec-
utive Office held on Saturday in
Dubai.

The meeting witnessed visual
presentations by the organising
committees of the next four
Asian Games: Hangzhou 2022,
Aichi - Nagoya 2026, Doha
2030, and Riyadh 2034. 

The latest developments of

other courses organised by OCA
which is the Asian Youth Games,
Thailand, were also reviewed. It
will be held from November 17-
26, 2023, and the Asian Games
for Futsal and Martial Arts in
China, in addition to the 
Organising Committee of the 4th

Asian Youth Games to be 
held in Tashkent in Uzbekistan in
2025.

The attendees reviewed the
work reports of OCA permanent
committees.

OOC takes part in OCA General Assembly

Continuing its journey to em-
power Omani women and help
them fulfil their ambitions and
aspirations, Ooredoo recently
cooperated with the Omani
Women’s Association, which
comes under the supervision of
the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment, to provide a ‘Springboard’
programme for graduates of its
women’s incubator training
across the country. The initiative
includes a series of training
workshops offering a variety of
skills such as problem solving,
enhancing confidence, setting
goals, relationship building, and
managing stress.

The Springboard workshops
began in August at Omani
Women’s Associations in
Samail, Mussanah, Manah, as
well as Rustaq, Al Kamel W’Al
Wafi and Ibri. Led by Ayesha al
Shoily, certified trainer and head
of Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity at Ooredoo, a judging panel
will evaluate and select the win-
ning projects from each associa-
tion to qualify as finalists. The
winning projects, which will be
announced in November.

Raed Mohammed Dawood,
director of Branding, Communi-

cations and Corporate Affairs at
Ooredoo, said, “Based on the vi-
sion that all people are equal
members of society, we continue
to empower Omani women and
help them achieve their personal
and professional goals through
our training incubators across
the country. We are pleased to
be able to provide them with ac-
cess to these world-renowned
courses, to expand their network
and provide them with the nec-
essary tools to enter the labour
market with confidence."

Aya al Khasibiya, a member of
the Omani Women’s Associa-
tion in the wilayat of Manah,
added, “Ooredoo’s Springboard
programme plays a major role in
empowering Omani women to
achieve success, offering us a
unique opportunity for self-de-
velopment through open dia-
logue between the participants
and the trainer. 

“It has also helped us to build
confidence in ourselves and set
out a clear path towards achiev-
ing our goals.”

Over the years, Springboard
has become one of Ooredoo’s
core activities under its CSR pro-
gramme, Ooredoo Goodwill.

‘Springboard’
workshops 
empower women

A practical commercial vehicle,
Renault Dokker combines the
best features of space, comfort,
and dynamic performance. Its
functional utility vehicle and
great design has found Renault
Dokker many a fan in Oman.

Created to be exceedingly
functional Renault Dokker is a
harmonious and dynamic utility
vehicle with great design. Offer-
ing easy loading, quick access to
objects, side door, on-board mul-
timedia system, and more Re-
nault Dokker combines the best
features of space, comfort, and
dynamic performance. 

Pragmatic and spacious, func-
tional utility vehicle Renault

Dokker has found many fans in
Oman. Renault Dokker Van has
everything to make owner’s work
easier. Its 1.6 MPI 85 hp engine is
efficient both in consumption
and cost of usage. The engine al-
lows for a very dynamic driving
at a cost that is amongst the
most frugal, 4x20W radio, audio
streaming and Bluetooth hands-
free calling. 

A spokesperson for Renault
Oman, from the house of Suhail
Bahwan Automobiles said, “Re-
nault Dokker is a very efficient
and dynamic vehicle. This is the
reason why it loved so much.”

Abdulla Jabri says, “Renault
Dokker Van proficiently rises to

the task of meeting his day-to-
day needs. Its 750kg payload is
invaluable for a businessman 
like me.”

Ghadeer al Adi likes the easy
loading feature of the Dokker
Van. He says, “I find it functional
because it comes with one or two
sliding side doors and the loading
width stands at 703mm. The
asymmetrical rear doors, mean-
while, open to a width of 1.08m
which is especially useful. Its
lashing rings on the floor holds
fragile items perfectly in place.”

Ahmed al Awaisi is captivated
by its generous loading space
and comfort. He says, “The ‘Easy
Seat’ is foldable and removable;

the passenger seat shows its full
inventiveness when the backrest
folds down to form a temporary
desk. When fully removed, it
frees up extra space, increasing
the loading volume to 3.9m3.”  

Rizwan Abbas says the “best
part of Renault Dokker is that it
acclimates to all circumstances.
Its features including ABS & BA,
ESP, TPMS, dual airbags make it
a top range car.” He also adds,
“The 1.6lt 85hp Euro 4 engine
that powers Dokker shows con-
sumption levels among the low-
est in its class, without having to
resort to expensive and complex
technologies or sacrificing per-
formance.”

Renault Dokker combines best features of space, comfort and dynamic performance

Indian School Seeb in keeping
with its policy of commitment
towards society and to sensitise
the students accordingly organ-
ised a blood donation camp on
November 13 in the school
premises.

The camp was conducted in
association and collaboration
with the Ministry of Health, Sul-
tanate of Oman.

The blood donation camp
was inaugurated by Shaikh
Nayim, vice president, School
Management Committee.

The inauguration ceremony
was also graced by the pres-
ence of the convenor Naveen
Manzoor, chairperson Staff
Welfare Philip Abraham, and
the other distinguished 
members of the School Man-
agement Committee, parents,
principal Dr Leena Francis and
staff.

A total of 82 benevolent
donors had registered for this
noble cause. Fitness of the

donors was checked and 55 of
them were eligible for the dona-
tion including parents, well-
wishers and Sanjay, a student
from class XII along with six
staff members of Indian School
Seeb. 

The donors were asked to fill

a medical form to give details
about their health-related infor-
mation and were directed for
medical check-up.

The school cooperated
greatly with the medical
team  sent by the Ministry of
Health. 

The team was also very sat-
isfied with the honourable 
venture undertaken by the
school.

The camp was coordinated
by Lincy Joseph, Infirmary in
charge of Indian School Seeb.

The principal Dr Leena Fran-
cis thanked the Ministry of
Health and all the people in-
volved in the blood donation
camp. 

R Ranjith Kumar, president
SMC, was highly supportive for
the event and provided the
guidelines for the same. 

Indian School Seeb under the
adept guidance of directors in
charge of Indian School Seeb,
from the Board of Directors Dr
C M Najeeb and Gajesh Kumar
Dhariwal has always strived to
educate children so that they
discover and develop their abil-
ities and full moral excellence to
serve society better. 

This blood donation camp
was a part of this initiative.

Indian School Seeb holds blood donation camp
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Gaza City, Palestinian Territories
- Posters of Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah al Sisi beam out
over a site in the war-battered
Gaza Strip where labourers and
bulldozers are hard at work re-
building.

After years of retreat, Egypt is
making its presence felt again in
the neighbouring Palestinian en-
clave, emerging as a key bene-
factor in the aftermath of the last
bout of fighting between Hamas
and Israel in May.

In the weeks following the
deadly violence, a number of
Egyptian workers crossed the
border on a mission to lay down
a coastal road in the Gaza’s
northern city of Beit Lahya.

“The president’s instructions
are to reconstruct the Gaza Strip.
We are about 70 engineers, civil
servants, lorry drivers, mechan-
ics and workers,” said a worker
who preferred not to give his
name.

He added that he was ‘happy
to help Palestine’.

During the 11-day conflict that
erupted between Israel and
armed Islamist factions in Gaza
last May - the worst since 2014
- Egypt worked behind the
scenes to mediate a ceasefire.

Cairo also pledged a
US$500mn package to recon-
struct the enclave which borders
Israel and Egypt.

Relations between Cairo and

Hamas - an offshoot of Egypt’s
veteran Islamist opposition Mus-
lim Brotherhood group - have
been sour, particularly after the
2013 military ouster of late pres-
ident Mohamed Morsi, also of
the Brotherhood.

The sight of Egyptian workers
rebuilding Gaza as Egypt invests
millions in the enclave was ‘un-
expected, unimaginable’, Pales-
tinian economist Omar Shaban
said.

“Egypt and Hamas are not
friends, but they have common
interests,” he explained in his of-
fice in Al-Rimal, a Gaza district
that was heavily bombarded by
Israel in May.

“Egypt wants to maintain the
ceasefire by engaging in the
after-war reconstruction efforts.”

Hamas is in desperate need of
international aid for reconstruc-
tion, while positive relations with
Egypt are an added benefit as it

controls the Rafah border, often
the only access point for much-
needed construction material to
the enclave.

Egypt, meanwhile, ‘under-
stands that it doesn’t have a lot
of options’ in Gaza, where
Hamas still holds firm, Shaban
said.

Qatar vs Egypt?
Over recent years, Qatar has be-
come the prime donor of aid for

the impoverished territory, but in
the aftermath of the May fight-
ing, the flow of cash came to a
halt.

The energy-rich Gulf country
- considered to be sympathetic
to the Muslim Brotherhood and
its offshoots - has dispensed tens
of millions of dollars in aid to
poor families in Gaza.

But a dispute arose over the
distribution of salaries to Hamas
officials as Israel objected to cash

payments, suggesting that the Is-
lamist movement could divert
the money to its armed faction.

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair
Lapid as a result urged Egypt and
the United Arab Emirates - both
of which have formal ties with Is-
rael - to step in to reconstruct
and develop Gaza.

Hamas estimates the damage
at about US$479mn. 

This comes on top of
US$600mn it says is needed for
rebuilding efforts after previous
combat that have yet to be re-
alised, said Naji Sarhan, the un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of
Public Works in Gaza.

This is excluding considera-
tions for the development needs
of Gaza, including electricity,
water and infrastructure. The
territory is considered one of 
the most impoverished in the re-
gion.

“The Qatari aid is welcome
and so is that of Egypt... We are
coordinating between the coun-
tries,” Sarhan said. Doha an-
nounced on November 17 an
agreement with Cairo ‘to supply
fuel and basic building materials
for the Gaza Strip’. 

Sarhan added that the road
being built by Egypt in the north
will join with another funded by
Qatar, creating a corridor along
the coast between the north and
the south of Gaza.
AFP

Egypt makes Gaza comeback with
post-war reconstruction efforts

An excavator clears land at a road section undergoing expansion north of Gaza City on October 30 (AFP)

Jerusalem - A militant of the
Palestinian Islamist Hamas
movement opened fire on Sun-
day in Jerusalem’s Old City,
killing one person and wounding
three before he was shot dead,
Israeli officials, police and medics
said.

Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett ordered security to be
boosted and called for people to
be on ‘heightened alert’ over the
risk of further attacks.

The wounded, who included
two civilians and two police offi-
cers, were rushed to Jerusalem’s
Hadassah hospital. One of them,
a man in his 30s, died of his in-
juries, medical sources said with-
out giving further details.

“This morning there was a se-
rious shooting attack in the Old
City of Jerusalem,” Bennett said
in a statement. “At the moment
we have one dead and three
wounded. Two policewomen
and one policeman quickly neu-
tralised the terrorist.”

Police said the attacker had

fired a ‘Carlo-type weapon’, a
type of submachine gun.

The Old City is in the Israeli-
annexed eastern part of
Jerusalem, which Palestinians
claim as the capital of their future
state.

Israel captured east Jerusalem
in the 1967 Six-Day War and

later annexed it, in a move not
recognised by most of the inter-
national community.

After the shooting, dozens of
police officers deployed on the
narrow streets of the historic
walled city, as workers hosed
down large pools of blood from
the cobblestones, said an AFP re-

porter.
The body of the attacker, who

died at scene, was carried away
on a stretcher.

‘Premeditated’
attack
Israel’s Public Security Minister
Omer Bar-Lev said the attacker

was a Palestinian living in the
Shuafat neighbourhood in east
Jerusalem. 

“He was a member of Hamas,
the political branch not the
armed wing,” Bar-Lev told Is-
rael’s Kan television channel,
saying he had been wearing long
robes to hide his weapon.

“It appears he was wearing a
large galabiya (robe) or that he
had disguised himself as an Or-
thodox Jew,” Bar-Lev said,
adding the gunman’s wife had
travelled abroad three days ago,
while his son was also out of the
country.

“It seems that this attack is
premeditated,” Bar-Lev said.

Hamas, in power in the Gaza
Strip, congratulated the gunman
and hailed the ‘continuation’ of
the fight to ‘liberate’ Jerusalem,
but without specifically claiming
the attack.

It comes six months to the
day since the end of an 11-day
war in Gaza with Israel in May.

On Friday, Britain said it in-

tended to follow the United
States and European Union in
placing an outright ban on
Hamas as a terror group, saying
it was not possible to distinguish
between the Islamists’ political
and military wing.

Attacks targeting Israeli secu-
rity forces are common in the
Old City as well as in the occu-
pied West Bank. 

They are often carried out by
individual young Palestinian men
in so-called lone-wolf attacks.

On Wednesday, Israeli secu-
rity forces shot dead a 16 year old
assailant who stabbed and
wounded two police officers in
the Old City.

“This is the second recent ter-
rorist attack in Jerusalem,” Ben-
nett said, adding he had ordered
the security forces to ‘be alert...
over concern for copycat at-
tacks’.

Some 200,000 Israelis live in
east Jerusalem, alongside
300,000 Palestinians.
AFP

One dead in Jerusalem shooting, attacker killed: Police

Israeli security forces clear the way for first responders transporting the body of a victim from the scene of a

shooting in the old city of Jerusalem on Sunday (AFP)

Istanbul, Turkey - Seven Turkish
citizens held in eastern Libya for
almost two years were released
and returned home after intense
diplomacy, the Turkish Foreign
Ministry said on Sunday.

The Turks were released after
joint efforts between Turkey and
its regional ally Qatar, the min-
istry said in a statement. Turkish
media said most of them worked
in the restaurant business. 

The North African country
has been mired in civil war and
strife since the overthrow of dic-
tator Moammar Gadhafi in a
2011 uprising.

The bloodshed has drawn in
competing Libyan factions and
Islamist groups as well as foreign
powers.

Turkey has sent troops as well
as pro-Turkish militia units from
Syria to shore up the UN-recog-
nised government in Tripoli,
while Russia and other countries
support eastern-based strong-
man Khalifa Haftar. 

In 2019, Turkish officials said
the Turks were detained by east-
ern Libya forces loyal to Haftar. 

‘The situation of our citizens
were closely monitored during
this process by our embassy in
Tripoli and the National Intelli-
gence Organisation,’ the foreign
ministry said. 

President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan also placed telephone calls
to the citizens who returned
home, it added.  
AFP

Seven Turks held in
Libya for almost two
years return home

Washington, US - Police were
hunting a convicted felon who
fled Atlanta’s international air-
port after his gun accidentally
discharged during a security
search and sparked panic.

The incident on Saturday sent
dozens of passengers scurrying
for cover, and resulted in three
injuries, none of which were
caused by the discharge.

“We are actively pursuing this
individual,” Atlanta Police’s
Major Reginald Moorman said in
a press conference after identify-
ing the suspect as 42 year old
Kenny Wells.

The Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) said the
incident occurred after a ‘prohib-
ited item’ was identified inside a
passenger’s baggage by an 
X-Ray machine.

As a security officer opened
the compartment containing the
item, ‘the passenger lunged into

the bag and grabbed a firearm, at
which point it discharged’.

‘The passenger then fled the
area, running out of the airport
exit,’ the TSA said, adding that
the officer had told the passen-
ger not to touch the item.

One person was injured in a
fall in the ensuing panic and two

others complained of shortness
of breath, police said.

Shortly after the incident at
around 1:30pm (1830 GMT), the
airport said on Twitter that there
was no active shooter, and ‘there
is no danger to passengers or
employees’. Police gave the all-
clear just before 3pm.

The loud noise sent many
people ducking and running,
knocking over suitcases and
stanchions as they scrambled to
escape, footage aired by CNN
showed. People could be heard
shouting ‘Get down! Get down!’
while others slid across the floor.

Some took shelter in airport

restaurants, while others ran
onto the tarmac.

The incident came on one of
the busiest travel weekends of
the year, just days before the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Since the beginning of the
year, the TSA has detected more
than 450 firearms at checkpoints
in the Atlanta airport alone.

A controversial Georgia law
passed in 2014 allows people to
carry permitted guns into air-
ports although not past screen-
ing checkpoints, as well as into
bars, schools and churches.

Under federal law, it is illegal
to carry a weapon into a TSA
screening area.

Passengers may travel with
firearms in checked bags when
they are unloaded, locked and
stored inside a hard-sided case.

The weapon must additionally
be declared. 
AFP

US police hunt felon after ‘accidental’ gun discharge

This file photo shows travellers at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, in Atlanta, Georgia (AFP)

Beirut, Lebanon - The
Lebanese army said on Sat-
urday it had stopped a boat-
load of 91 people including
Syrian and Palestinian
refugees from departing
Lebanon illegally.

Women and children
were among the group inter-
cepted Friday by a navy pa-
trol off the coast of
Qalamoun in northern
Lebanon, the army said.

It said the boat almost
sank in bad weather and that
all on board were rescued
and taken to shore.

The statement did not
specify their intended desti-
nation.

The Republic of Cyprus, a
European Union member
just 160km away, is a com-
mon destination for would-
be migrants trying to flee
Lebanon, which is mired in
economic and political crisis. 

On Friday the Lebanese
security forces said they had
thwarted an attempt by 82
people to illegally cross by
sea from the Lebanon into
Europe.

The Internal Security
Forces said they raided a
‘tourist resort’ in the Qalam-
oun area on Thursday after
being tipped off.

They found ‘82 people,
including men, women, and
children, who were plan-
ning to head to Europe via
sea in an illegal manner for
a fee of US$5,000 per per-
son’, without specify their
nationality.

The number of people at-
tempting to make deadly sea
crossings out of Lebanon has
surged since the country’s fi-
nancial crisis began in 2019.

Most of the would-be
migrants are already
refugees who fled the war
in neighbouring Syria, but
an increasing number of
Lebanese nationals are also
attempting the perilous
journey.

Around 80 per cent of
Lebanon’s population is esti-
mated to be living under the
poverty line, as defined by
international organisations,
and the Lebanese pound has
lost 90 per cent of its value
against the dollar on the
black market.

Lebanon says it hosts
more than 1.5mn Syrians,
nearly a million of whom are
registered as refugees with
the UN.
AFP

Lebanon
stops boat
carrying 90
people
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Bohoniki, Poland - Polish Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
on Sunday called the migrant cri-
sis on the Belarusian-Polish bor-
der, the EU’s eastern frontier, the
‘greatest attempt to destabilise
Europe’ since the Cold War. 

The premier issued his strong
remarks as he prepared to meet
with EU leaders at a time when
Warsaw is facing not only a bor-
der crisis but heightened ten-
sions with Brussels over
allegations it is breaching its
commitment to the bloc’s dem-
ocratic principles.

The West accuses Belarus of
artificially creating the crisis by
bringing in would-be migrants -
mostly from the Middle East -
and taking them to the border
with promises of an easy cross-
ing into the European Union.

Belarus has denied the claim,
instead criticising the EU for not
taking in the migrants.

Caught in the middle, mi-
grants often report being forced
to cross the border by Belarusian
officials, then being pushed back
into Belarusian territory by Polish
authorities.

Belarusian President Alexan-
der ‘Lukashenko launched a hy-
brid war against the EU. This is
[the] greatest attempt to desta-
bilise Europe in 30 years’,
Morawiecki said on Twitter.

‘Poland will not yield to black-

mail and will do everything to de-
fend the EU’s borders.’

He linked to a video statement
in which he cautioned that ‘today
the target is Poland, but tomor-
row it will be Germany, Belgium,
France or Spain’.

He also claimed that

Lukashenko had the ‘back-room
support of Vladimir Putin’, the
Russian President and an ally of
the Belarusian regime.

Lukashenko told the BBC ear-
lier that it was ‘absolutely possi-
ble’ his forces had helped people
cross into the EU but denied or-

chestrating the operation.

Divert attention
Brussels and NATO have previ-
ously also described the migrant
crisis as a ‘hybrid tactic’.

Morawiecki is visiting the
Baltic states - two of which also

share a border with Belarus - on
Sunday to discuss the conflict
and has announced he will visit
other EU capitals this week.

Some observers believe
Poland is using its rhetoric on the
border issue to try to distract
from controversial reforms that

the EU believes limit the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. 

The European Commission
wrote to Poland on Friday to
launch a process that could lead
to it being deprived of funds over
threats to the EU legal order.

“While the problem on
Poland’s border is serious and re-
quires Western solidarity - for
example by sanctioning Belarus
- Morawiecki blows it out of pro-
portion to divert attention from
Poland’s violation of the rule of
law,” political expert Marcin
Zaborowski told AFP.

The policy director at the
Globsec thinktank argued that
the Belarus action ‘pales in com-
parison with the war in Ukraine,
cyber attack in Estonia in 2007
and Russian support for far-right
extremism in Europe’.

On Sunday, Poland’s border
guards reported new attempted
crossings, including by a ‘very
aggressive group of around 100’
migrants.

Poland’s Defence Minister
Mariusz Blaszczak said on 
Saturday that Belarus has 
now changed tactics by directing
smaller groups of migrants 
to multiple points along the 
border.

He added that he expected
the border showdown to last
months. 
AFP

Border crisis ‘greatest’ attempt to
destabilise Europe, says Polish PM

Migrants receive food at a transport and logistics centre near the Bruzgi border point on the Belarusian-Polish border on Saturday (AFP) 

Mexico City, Mexico - Some
600 migrants from 12 countries
were rescued in Mexico as they
traveled crammed into two trac-
tor-trailers, the country’s Na-
tional Migration Institute said on
Saturday.

The 145 women and 455
men, who hailed from not only
Central America but also Africa
and the Indian subcontinent,
were found in the southeastern
state of Veracruz, the institute
said in a statement.

The vast majority were from
Central America with 401 from
Guatemala alone. Dozens were
from Honduras and Nicaragua
while a total of 37 were from
Bangladesh, six were from
Ghana, and one person was from
India and Cameroon, the insti-
tute added.

The migrants were traveling
‘crammed’ into the trailers of two
trucks, said Tonatiuh Hernandez,
the local head of the Human
Rights Commission.

“There are children, minors, I
saw pregnant women, sick peo-
ple,” said Hernandez, adding that
he had never seen ‘so many’ mi-
grants traveling together in such
conditions.

An AFP video showed several

hundred migrants, looking sullen
and tired, crowded in a courtyard
of the National Migration Insti-
tute as police in riot gear stood
guard nearby.

After their names were read
out by officials, migrants boarded
a bus to be transported for fur-
ther processing. 

Child protections services
have also been notified regarding
families with children or minors
traveling alone, according to

Hernandez. 
As the corridor between Cen-

tral America and the United
States, Mexico has seen vast
numbers of migrants flow
through its territory.

Two caravans of several hun-
dred migrants are currently mak-
ing their way through southern
Mexico, aiming to acquire docu-
ments that allow them to transit
through the country.

The flow of undocumented

migrants has surged with the in-
auguration of US President Joe
Biden, who has taken a more hu-
mane approach to the border cri-
sis than his predecessor Donald
Trump.

The United States has
recorded 1.7mn people entering
illegally from Mexico between
October 2020 and September
2021, an all-time high for the pe-
riod.
AFP

600 migrants travelling in two
trailers rescued in Mexico

Migrants heading to the US, ride on the back of a truck in El Arenal, Veracruz state, Mexico on Thursday (AFP)

Khartoum, Sudan - Nearly a
month after Sudan’s top general
ousted the Prime Minister, they
signed a breakthrough deal on
Sunday to reverse the military
takeover that had sparked inter-
national condemnation and
mass protests.

General Abdel Fattah al
Burhan appeared at the presi-
dential palace in Khartoum for a
televised ceremony with a hag-
gard looking premier Abdalla
Hamdok, who had just been
freed from house arrest.

The 14-point deal restores the
transition to civilian rule that had
been derailed by the October 25
putsch, which threw the poverty-
stricken northeast African coun-
try into renewed turmoil and set
off a wave of street protests.

The agreement, which comes
after weeks of crisis talks involv-
ing Sudanese and outside play-
ers, declared that ‘the decision of
the general commander of the
armed forces to relieve the tran-
sitional Prime Minister is can-
celled’ and to release all political
detainees.

It raised hopes Sudan will be
able to return to its fragile transi-
tion process toward full democ-
racy that started after the 2019
ouster of veteran autocratic

president Omar al Bashir.
Despite the breakthrough,

thousands of protesters again
rallied in several cities, met by
security forces who fired teargas
in the capital - the latest of a se-
ries of protests that, medics say,
have claimed 40 lives.

A frail looking Hamdok was
seen on air extolling the virtues
of the ‘revolution’ that brought
him to power in 2019. 

Standing beside him, Burhan
thanked Hamdok for his service
and vowed that ‘free and trans-
parent elections’ would be held
as part of the transitional
process.

“He (Hamdok) was patient
with us until we reached this mo-

ment,” Burhan said before posing
for photos with his deputy Ham-
dan Daglo, head of the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces, and
the newly restored PM holding
copies of the inked agreement.

Burhan had on October 25 de-
clared a state of emergency and
ousted the government in a
move that upended the two-year
transition to civilian rule and
sparked international condem-
nation.

But after weeks of intense in-
ternal and international pressure,
mediators on Sunday morning
announced that the military had
reached an agreement to rein-
state Hamdok as premier. 
AFP

Sudan PM Hamdok reinstated
nearly one month after coup

Sudan's top general Abdel Fattah al Burhan (left) and Prime Minister

Abdalla Hamdok attend a deal-signing ceremony to restore the transition

to civilian rule in the country in the capital Khartoum, on Sunday (AFP)

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Sri Lanka
abandoned its quest to become
the world’s first completely or-
ganic farming nation on Sunday,
announcing it would immedi-
ately lift an import ban on pesti-
cides and other agricultural
inputs.

The island country has been in
the grips of a severe economic
crisis, with a lack of foreign ex-
change triggering shortages of
food, crude oil and other essen-
tial goods.

Authorities had already
walked back restrictions on fer-
tiliser imports last month for tea,
the country’s main export earner.

But ahead of planned 
farmer protests in the capital, 
Sri Lanka’s Agricultural Ministry
said it would end a broader 
ban on all agrochemicals 
including herbicides and pesti-
cides.

“We will now allow chemical
inputs that are urgently needed,”
ministry secretary Udith Jayas-
inghe told the private News First
TV network.

“Considering the need to en-
sure food security, we have taken
this decision.”

Vast tracts of farmland were
abandoned after the import ban,
first introduced in May.

Shortages have worsened in
the past week, with prices for
rice, vegetables and other mar-
ket staples having doubled
across Sri Lanka.

Supermarkets have also ra-
tioned rice sales, allowing only
5kg per customer.

Farmers’ organisations had
planned to march on the national
parliament in Colombo on Friday
to demand the import of essen-
tial chemicals to protect their
crops.

President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa had justified the import
ban by saying he wanted to make
Sri Lankan farming 100 per cent

organic.
The policy was introduced

after a massive hit to the cash-
strapped island’s economy in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with tourism earnings and
foreign worker remittances dras-
tically falling. 

Authorities attempted to save
foreign exchange by last year
banning a host of imported
goods, including some food and
spices.

Sri Lanka also shut its only 
oil refinery last month after run-
ning out of dollars to import
crude.
AFP

Sri Lanka govt ends farm chemical ban as organic drive fails

An activist wearing a mask of Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa takes part in a demonstration to

denounce the shortage of fertiliser, cooking gas, rice and other commodities in Colombo on November 16 (AFP)

Yangon, Myanmar - At least 15
people drowned on Sunday while
crossing a flooded causeway in
Myanmar to reach a Buddhist
temple for a festival, rescue
workers told AFP.

The tragedy unfolded as 
thousands of worshippers 
tried to reach the Kyeik Hne
pagoda, which lies on a rocky
outcrop around 3km off the
coast near the town of
Thanbyuzayat in southern Mon
state.

Local officials said some 
died when they tried to cross 
the poorly marked causeway,
which is only around 4m 
wide, while the tide was too 
high.

“We normally allow the peo-
ple to come at 6:30am but they
would not listen to us and started
trying to walk across too early,”
local official Nai Sahai Eain told
AFP.

More drowned later when
they were jostled from the
crowded walkway into the 
sea.

Ko Kyaw Thu, an emergency
responder from Thanbyuzayat,
told AFP that 15 bodies had been
taken to hospital and three peo-
ple were still missing.

Local resident Nai Wona told
AFP the causeway was not
marked out clearly enough, mak-
ing it hard to navigate.
AFP

15 dead in
Myanmar
pagoda
drowning
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Brussels, Belgium - Violence
broke out at a protest against
anti-COVID-19 measures in
Brussels on Sunday, in which po-
lice said tens of thousands of
people too part.

The march began peacefully
but police later fired water can-
non and tear gas in response to
a group of participants throwing
projectiles.

At least two police injured in
the events, as officers in riot gear
charged the crowd backed by
water cannon. One protester
was seen being evacuated by an
ambulance near the Berlaymont,
the EU headquarters.

Several of the demonstrators
caught up in the clash wore
hoods and carried Flemish na-
tionalist flags, while others wore
nazi-era yellow stars.

Protesters set fire to wood
pallets and social media images
showed rioters attacking police
vans with vandalised street
signs.

The stand-off with riot police
took place throughout the Bel-
gian capital's EU and govern-
ment district, just metres from
the US and Russian embassies.

Police said 35,000 protesters
marched from the North Station
in Brussels against a fresh round
of COVID measures announced
by the government on Wednes-

day.
The demonstration, called

‘Together for Freedom’, largely
focused on a ban on the unvac-
cinated from venues such as
restaurants and bars.

Europe is battling another
wave of infections and several
countries have tightened curbs
despite high levels of vaccina-
tion, especially in the west of the
continent.

Belgium, one of the countries

hit the hardest by the latest
wave, on Wednesday expanded
its work-from-home rules and
strengthened curbs against the
unvaccinated.

With an average of nearly
10,300 new infections per day
over the past week, Belgium is
back to a rate of spread of the
virus that has not been seen for
a year. 

Belgium also recorded 42
deaths on Friday.

Thousands rally in
Europe, Austria
Tens of thousands took to the
streets in cities across Europe
and Austria on Saturday as
anger mounted over fresh
COVID-19 restrictions imposed
against a resurgent pandemic.

Europe is battling a fresh wave
of infections and several coun-
tries have tightened curbs, with
Austria on Friday announcing a
nationwide partial lockdown - the

most dramatic restrictions in
Western Europe for months.

The Netherlands went back
into partial lockdown last Satur-
day with at least three weeks of
curbs, and is now planning to
ban unvaccinated people from
entering some venues.

In Austria, around 40,000
came out to protest in central Vi-
enna near the Chancellery, re-
sponding to a call from the
far-right FPO party.

They held up banners decry-
ing ‘Corona dictatorship’ and
slamming the ‘division of soci-
ety’. “It’s not normal that the
government deprives us of our
rights,” said 42-year-old teacher
Katarina Gierscher, who trav-
elled for six hours to attend the
rally.

Some protesters wore a yel-
low star reading the words ‘not
vaccinated’, a nod to the Star of
David many Jews were forced to
wear during the Nazi era.

Austria’s Interior Minister
Karl Nehammer expressed his
outrage, saying in a statement
that it ‘insults the millions of vic-
tims of the Nazi dictatorship and
their families’. 

From Monday, 8.9mn Austri-
ans will not be allowed to leave
home except to go to work, shop
for essentials and exercise. 
AFP

Violence erupts at protest
against virus curb in Brussels 

Belgian riot police stand by a burning trash can as clashes erupt during a demonstration against COVID-19

measures, including the country's health pass, in Brussels on Sunday (AFP)

Paris, France - Fifth-wave coro-
navirus infections in France are
rising at an alarming rate, the
government reported on Sun-
day, with new daily COVID-19
cases close to doubling over the
past week.

The seven-day average of
new cases reached 17,153 on
Saturday, up from 9,458 a week
earlier, according to the health
authorities, an increase of 81 per
cent.

“The fifth wave is starting at
lightning speed,” government
spokesman Gabrial Attal said.

The latest seven-day in-
crease is three times the aver-
age rise of cases recorded over
the previous three weeks, indi-
cating an exponential accelera-
tion of infections.

For now the spike in infec-

tions has not led to a massive
influx of COVID-19 patients into
hospitals, with the authorities
attributing the limited number
of intensive care patients to
France’s high rate of vaccina-
tions which appear highly effec-
tive against the most dangerous
forms of COVID-19.

On Saturday, hospitals re-
ported a total of 7,974 COVID-
19 patients in their care, with 
1,333 of them in intensive treat-
ment.

This compares to 6,500 and
1,000, respectively, a month
earlier.

“There is a very strong in-
crease in infections, but we also
know that in France we have a
very large vaccination cover,”
he said.
AFP

France says 5th
wave hitting at
‘lightning’ speed

A policeman checks the COVID-19 health pass of a customer in front

of a bar in Saint-Malo, northwestern France, on Friday (AFP)

The Hague, Netherlands -
Dutch police said on Sunday
they have arrested 19 people
over riots in The Hague after the
country was rocked by a second
night of violence over the gov-
ernment’s coronavirus meas-
ures.

Officers in riot gear charged
hundreds of demonstrators who
set fire to bicycles and an elec-
tric moped piled in the middle of
a busy intersection on Saturday
night. A water cannon put out
the blaze.

‘The police were also pelted
with heavy fireworks and stones
thrown from roofs,’ the Hague
police said in a statement.

‘Officers made a total of 19
arrests for, among other things,
insult.’

Riot police in one incident
dragged a woman from a pass-
ing car after the occupants
shouted at police, and put her

into a police van, AFP corre-
spondents witnessed.

Five police officers were in-
jured during the unrest while a
rock thrown by rioters smashed
the window of a passing ambu-
lance carrying a patient, police
said.

Riots also erupted in the cen-
tral ‘Bible Belt’ town of Urk and
cities in southern Limburg
province, while angry fans dis-
rupted two football matches
being played behind closed
doors because of coronavirus
rules, Dutch media said.

“These people out here are
protesting about 2G (restric-
tions on the unvaccinated) and
the lockdown,” Hague pizza
shop owner Ferdi Yilmaz told
AFP as he surveyed the damage
to his shop.

“They are angry about it,”
said Yilmaz, who added police
dragged people out of his shop

and ‘hit me on the head for no
reason’.

Earlier several thousand 
protesters angry at the latest

measures gathered in Amster-
dam on Saturday, despite 
one group earlier in the day 
having cancelled their rally be-

cause of the previous night’s vi-
olence.

Another thousand marched
through the southern city of

Breda near the Belgian border,
carrying banners with slogans
such as ‘No Lockdown’.

Organisers said they opposed
Prime Minister Mark Rutte’s
plans to exclude the unvacci-
nated from bars and restaurants.

“People want to live, that’s
why we’re here,” said organiser
Joost Eras.

“But we’re not rioters. We
come in peace,” he said.

Around him the mood was
festive, with some protesters
dancing behind floats carrying
DJs, dubbed ‘party buses’. 

The latest demonstrations
followed the Rotterdam unrest
in which police said they had
fired both warning and targeted
shots and used water cannon.

‘Fifty-one people were ar-
rested during the major distur-
bances on Friday evening and
night on Coolsingel [street] in
Rotterdam. About half of them

were just underage,’ Rotterdam
police said in a tweet.

The rioters came from differ-
ent parts of the country, they
said. Police were still searching
for more suspects.

Some of the rioters had links
to football hooligans and ‘groups
that often have ties to other
forms of organised crime’, Jus-
tice and Security Minister Ferd
Grapperhaus told public broad-
caster NPO.

The Netherlands went back
into Western Europe’s first par-
tial lockdown of the winter last
Saturday with at least three
weeks of curbs, and is now plan-
ning to ban unvaccinated people
from entering some venues, the
so-called 2G option.

The country suffered its
worst riots in decades in January
after the government introduced
a coronavirus curfew.
AFP

Dutch police arrest 19 people over new coronavirus riots in The Hague

Demonstrators burn tyres and other items on a street during a protest against the Dutch government’s

coronavirus measures, in The Hague on Saturday (AFP)

Mogadishu, Somalia - A promi-
nent Somali journalist who was a
staunch critic of militant group
Al-Shabaab was killed by a sui-
cide bomber as he left a restau-
rant in the capital Mogadishu on
Saturday, officials and colleagues
said.

Al-Shabaab claimed responsi-
bility for the blast, which officials
said killed Abdiaziz Mohamud
Guled, the director of govern-
ment-owned Radio Mogadishu.

The attack wounded two
other people, a director at Somali
National Television named as
Sharmarke Mohamed Warsame
and a driver.

“May God bless my brother
Abdiaziz Mohamud Guled, he
was a brave man the nation lost,”
Somalia’s Deputy Information
Minister Abdirahman Yusuf
Omar said in a statement.  

Government official Ismael
Mukhtar Omar, also a colleague
of the dead man, told AFP that
police had confirmed that the

blast had been caused by a sui-
cide bomber.

“He came out of the restau-
rant and went into his car with a
colleague after they had dinner
and the suicide bomber ran onto
the car window and detonated
himself,” said another colleague
Ali Mohamed.

Al-Shabaab, which has been
waging a violent insurgency
against the country’s fragile gov-
ernment since 2007, claimed re-

sponsibility for the attack in a
statement, saying its fighters had
long pursued the journalist.

Guled, also known as Abdiaziz
Afrika, was well known for his in-
terviews with Al-Shabaab sus-
pects detained by the Somali
security forces, and his pro-
grammes attracted large audi-
ences inside and outside the
country.

Media watchdog Reporters
Without Borders, known by its
French acronym RSF, says Soma-
lia remains Africa’s most danger-
ous country for media personnel
with more than 50 killed since
2010.

The Al-Qaeda linked Al-
Shabaab controlled the capital
until 2011 when it was pushed
out by African Union troops, but
it still holds territory in the coun-
tryside and launches frequent at-
tacks against government and
civilian targets in Mogadishu and
elsewhere.  
AFP

Prominent journalist killed in
Mogadishu suicide bombing

Abdiaziz Mohamud Guled

Caracas, Venezuela - Venezuela
on Saturday locked in the Guin-
ness record for the world’s
largest orchestra after thousands
of local musicians performed
Tchaikovsky’s Slavonic March.

The performers were brought
together by Venezuela’s publicly
funded ‘El Sistema’ programme,
which was founded in 1975 and
has since provided classical
music training to thousands of
working-class children.

Gustavo Dudamel, the music
director of the Paris Opera and
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, is
one of its most notable alumni.

“I can confirm that this at-
tempt has been successful, con-
gratulations,” an official in charge
of delivering the verdict an-
nounced on a screen during a
ceremony at the El Sistema
headquarters. “You are officially
amazing.”

About 12,000 musicians, in-
cluding both children and adults
who are members of the coun-
try’s main orchestra, the Simon
Bolivar, played for the record on
November 13. In the end, Guin-

ness World Records recognised
only 8,573 of them as having set
the record, according to a certifi-
cate issued by the organisation.

Performance of the piece was
observed by around 260 audi-
tors from the accounting firm

KPMG, charged with ensuring
each musician complied with the
rules to set a new record, which
include not sharing instruments
and playing for at least five min-
utes during the score.

“This is a great achievement

not just for El Sistema but for our
country,” said programme direc-
tor Eduardo Mendez.

Russia had held the previous
record, set in 2019 by more than
8,000 musicians.
AFP

Venezuela sets largest orchestra world record

Members of the National System of Orchestras of Venezuela play during an attempt to enter the Guinness Book

of Records for the largest orchestra in the world in Caracas on November 13 (AFP)
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GeMINI mAY 21-JUnE 21
It definitely won't be easy for you to deal with being delayed,

roadblocked, stalled, and hindered, especially if you're off on a

trip, but you're famous for being versatile, so you'll manage. 

Just keep your eye on your schedule, double-check all plans, 

and follow up on confirmation calls to those hotels you've 

booked ahead. Make sure all your ducks are in a row 

and things should go off without a hitch.

taURUS APRIL 20-mAY 20
For the next several days, you're going to feel as if the

universe has it in for you personally by making 

you late, confused, or generally discombobulated 

whenever possible, causing problems with directions, 

and tossing everything but the kitchen sink in 

your way. In your case, a secret might be the problem. 

Sit tight and don't say a word.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1.  a  2. a  3. a

CaNCeR JUnE 22-JULY 22
Your attitude toward romance might be changing. Instead of

replying immediately to messages and flirting up a storm, you

might be looking forward to an extended period of time alone. It

means that you're focusing on what you need and not on what

you think you need. Listen to yourself, and give yourself the

emotional distance you seek. Even if you have to cancel a social

obligation, you should respect yourself enough to do so.

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
You're known for being brave, but you'd better muster up as

much of that bravery as you possibly can now, because for the

next several days you could be dealing with something far more

stressful than a jealous lover. You'll need to handle misplaced

directions, miscommunications, and mistakes, all of which could

lead to misunderstandings within relationships, be they

romantic, platonic, or professional. Yes, this could be tricky.

LIBRa SEPTEmBER 23-oCToBER 22
Today, you'll be lucky if you don't end up in some kind 

of mistaken identity scheme or if a similar 

miscommunication doesn't come along and mess 

with your plans. A harmony-loving sign such as yours 

finds it difficult to right itself and move on, but 

you'll just have to make the effort to rise above it all 

and get things back in balance.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEmBER 22
You're going to need a lot of help in the patience department

for the next few days, and that goes double for today. 

If it can possibly go wrong, it will. Quickly and big time. 

The good news is that if anyone can deal with a whole 

slew of messy, irritating little details that are trying to 

come between you and where you want to be, it's 

definitely you. Get busy dealing.

SCoRpIo oCToBER 23-noVEmBER 21
You really shouldn't rush things along right now, 

no matter how much you and everyone around you wants 

you to do so. Ignore them. Sometimes being patient 

is torture, but it's the only way to achieve what you want.

Especially if it concerns a financial matter. Keep your 

eyes on your bank balance, wallet, and plastic, 

and don't spend a thing.

SaGIttaRIUS noVEmBER 22-DECEmBER21
Any especially difficult decisions should be postponed until you

know you're looking solely at the facts. Right now, there's a lot

of exaggeration and distortion in your thinking about this

matter. Wait for clarity to come in the next few days. You might

be feeling a lot more than thinking, and this could cause a

misunderstanding if you're not careful. Emotions magnify

everyone's behaviour, and you could be feeling paranoid.

aQUaRIUS JAnUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Being patient has never been on your list of virtues, 

but you've never wanted it to be either. You could be 

even a bit less patient for the next several days, though, 

and with good reason. Murphy's Law is going to be in 

full effect, and your best bet is to always have 

alternate plans figured out and ready to go. 

And be eminently patient.

CapRICoRN DECEmBER 22-JAnUARY 19
Connecting your goals with those of other people will help you

make major headway today. There is power in numbers. Your

place in any group depends on how well your associates

understand what you're willing to do, so be sure to volunteer for

as many tasks as possible. If you want to get involved (and you

should), you have to let everyone know about it. Elbowing your

way into a new dynamic won't be hard if you use humour.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-mARCH 20
A misunderstanding today could test your tolerance and force

you to ask serious questions about how open-minded you really

are. If people from different cultures believe or act differently

from you, this isn't a problem. It's an opportunity! Harmony is a

lot easier to achieve when you think the best of people and

greet them with a smile instead of suspicion. Start a

conversation and respect what others say. 

aRIeS mARCH 21-APRIL 19
Your plans for the next several days won't go off exactly as you

expected. In fact, they probably won't be anything you can 

really count on. Basically, it's going to be like Murphy's Law:

whatever can go wrong will go wrong. Try not to get too

frustrated with others. It's not their fault. Fortunately, 

if anyone is good at coming up with Plan B or C or D at a

moment's notice, it's you. Start making those plans now.

YOUR daILY HOROSCOPE

1. The credit of developing the

polio vaccine goes to

a. Jones Salk

b. Alb E Sabin

c. J L Baird

d. J Perkins

2. The headquarter of ESCAP

Economic and Social Commis-

sion for Asia are situated at

a. Bangkok

b. Geneva

c. Santiago (Chile)

d. Baghdad

3. The headquarter of OAU

(Organization of African

Unity) are in

a. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

b. Washington DC

c. Paris

d. Jakarta, Indonesia

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
K

U
 e

a
SY

 a
N

SW
eR

L
r

D

A e

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good,  10-15 words: Good, 5-
10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) Hang-out buddy

5) Calendar mo.

8) One of two berths

13) Cause some vexation

14) Ignore socially

16) Persona non _

(unwelcome one)

17) Sicilian lava source

18) Not needing to be

broken

19) Some Parliament

members

20) Ding-a-lings

23) Feminine pronoun

24) Brass that resem-

bles gold

25) "Pulp Fiction" char-

acter

(with "the")

28) Ghostly sound

29) "No _, ands or buts"

31) Damage

32) Cable sports award

35) Target of a tiny

arrow

38) Make amends

40) Create empty-

nesters

43) Be reckless with a

bucket

44) "Dynamics" start

45) They may get in

your hair

46) Dine

47) Parabola

49) Aviate

51) Mushroom part

53) Pure and virtuous

56) Auto group letters

59) Common morning

fare

62) Expenditures

64) Shepard who went

around

and around

65) "Uno, dos" follower

66) Dislodges

67) Actress Campbell

68) Penny

69) Axes or cans

70) Like many roses

71) Movie locations

doWN

1) Leafy salad green

2) Unforeseen obstacle

3) Some human bones

4) Potatoes go-with

5) Kuiper Belt object

6) Render weaponless

7) Louisiana dish

8) Jamaican citrus fruit

9) Fork feature

10) Penny-pinching

11) Bus station an-

nouncement (Abbr.)

12) _ in rabbit (grade-

school lesson)

15) Certain German

21) "Not a moment_

soon!"

22) "_ Wiedersehen"

26) Canine disease

27) Try too hard, com-

petitively

28) Some tourney draws

30) Spotted

32) A lot of Mississippi?

33) Water balloon-hit-

ting-cement sound

34) Sit-in participant

36) Male carriage driver

37) It shows George's

face

39) Neat as a pin

41) "I figured it out!"

42) Started to melt

48) "His Master's

Voice" of old

electronics

50) Was in charge of

everyone

52) Janis Joplin's "Me

and Bobby _"

54) Having more capa-

bilities

55) Toil away

56) Correspond, gram-

matically

57) Contract negotiator,

often

58) Adrnin. aides

60) "Dress For Less"

chain

61) List-ending abbrevia-

tions

62) Not working today

63) Canton in Switzer-

land

Note pad

kIDS CoLoUrIng
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TRAVEL FEATuRES

Phu Quoc

T our guide Lai Chi
Phuc has been count-
ing down the days
until travellers return
to the white-sand
beaches and thick
tropical jungle of

Vietnam's Phu Quoc, a once-poor fishing is-
land pushing to be Asia's next holiday
hotspot, as pandemic restrictions ease.

On Saturday, around 200 South Koreans
touched down on the island, which lies a few
kilometres off Cambodia in the azure waters
of the Gulf of Thailand, after a vaccine pass-
port scheme kicked off this month in Viet-
nam.

Among the arrivals was Tae Hyeong Lee,
who was returning to the island for a third
time and keen to make a beeline for the
beach.

"It's wonderful to be here. This is my first
time travelling out of South Korea since the
pandemic started," he told AFP. But others
may skip the lazy beach break in favour of
action and entertainment as they shuffle be-

tween a 12,000-room hotel complex, an
amusement park, 18-hole golf course,
casino, safari park and miniature Venice.

The US$2.8bn leisure resort, part of the
'sleepless city' model, opened six months
ago as COVID-19 ravaged tourism across
the world - and as other Asian countries re-
liant on the industry, like Thailand, were re-
thinking their mass tourism frameworks.

For 33-year-old Phuc, who remembers a
poverty-stricken childhood where "every-
one wanted to escape Phu Quoc," the is-
land's growing popularity gave him a way to
return home after years of scratching out a
living as a salesman in the nearby cities of
the Mekong Delta.

"But it's a pity also," he said, lamenting
the loss of the island's palm-fringed beaches
to resorts.

More rooms for visitors
Ahead of Saturday's reopening, staff at Vin-
pearl resort - where the arrivals are staying
- swept beaches, arranged cutlery on tables
and laid out sunbeds. Others busied them-

selves painting delicate flowers on  hats.
"When we heard visitors were coming

back, I was just so excited," said duty man-
ager Ngo Thi Bich Thuong.

Before the pandemic in 2019, around five
million people, including half a million for-
eigners - mostly from China, South Korea,
Japan and Russia - holidayed on Phu Quoc.

Vingroup - the enormously powerful
conglomerate behind the new complex - is
pushing to make the island a new interna-
tional destination on the world tourist map.

To cater for the tourist boom, 40,000
hotel rooms have been built, planned or are
under construction, vice chairman of the
Vietnam Tourism Advisory Board, Ken
Atkinson told AFP - "That's more hotel keys
than they have in Sydney, Australia."

Globally popular vacation spots, such as
Thailand's Phuket, have given Vietnam
something to aim for.

Atkinson took a group of senior Viet-
namese government officials there in 2005,
but while Phuket's vibrant international
tourist scene took years to build up, Viet-

nam has a tendency of wanting to do every-
thing all at once, he noted.

"Unfortunately I don't think there was
enough attention given to what would be in
the long-term benefit of the island," he
added.

UNESCO reserve
Phu Quoc is a UNESCO biosphere re-

serve - surrounding waters are stuffed with
coral reefs and its beaches were once nest-
ing spots for Hawksbill and Green turtles.
However, no nesting has taken place in re-
cent years, the UN body said in their last as-
sessment in 2018.

The World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) has warned of "an almost unimag-
inable flood of plastic" that chokes rivers,
canals and sea life.

Around 160 tonnes of trash - almost
enough to fill 16 trucks - is generated every
day, according to WWF, which says the is-
land's waste management is not fit to cope
with the tourism explosion.

"More and more tourists are very con-

scious of the environment. They don't want
to be going to places where beaches are lit-
tered or where effluent is going into the
sea," Atkinson warned.

Pockets of paradise
Alongside the trash, and the garish headline
attractions -  including the world's longest
non-stop three-rope cable car and Viet-
nam's first teddy bear museum – however,
there are still pockets of paradise.

Chu Dinh Duc, 26, from mainland Viet-
nam, first saw Phu Quoc from the back of a
motorbike in 2017. Speeding through dense
forests and winding his way to the few re-
maining sleepy villages where fishermen
cast their nets into the ocean as the sun
came up, he fell in love with it. Two years
later, he opened a simple home stay busi-
ness catering to foreigners.

"My goal here is not to take a lot of their
money," he said. "I want as many as possi-
ble to come. If Phu Quoc remained undevel-
oped, it would just be a pearl undiscovered."
AFP

Pearl undiscovered
Vietnam's tourist island Phu Quoc, a UNESCO biosphere reserve with sugar

white beaches and tropical jungles, reopens to delight tourists
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featUres TRAVEL

T he German states of
Bavaria and Saxony
on Friday cancelled
all their Christmas
markets and unveiled
drastic curbs on pub-
lic life as the country

scrambles to contain soaring coronavirus
infections.

"The situation is very, very serious and
difficult," Markus Soeder, premier of the
southern state of Bavaria, said as he also
announced a shutdown of clubs, bars and
night service at restaurants.

The eastern state of Saxony unveiled
similar measures and went even further by
closing all sporting and cultural venues,
banning tourism, public consumption of al-
cohol and barring the unvaccinated from

non-essential shops and hairdressers.
Saxony premier Michael Kretschmer -

whose state has Germany's lowest vacci-
nation rate at just under 60 per cent of the
population - admitted that many of the re-
strictions would affect the vaccinated as
well.He, however, said tough action was
needed to keep hospitals from being over-
whelmed and called for solidarity from all
citizens. "We need more 'we' and less 'I' in
this pandemic," he told reporters.

Bavaria and Saxony are among the hard-
est hit regions in the ferocious fourth
COVID-19 wave sweeping Germany.

While Germany had a weekly incidence
rate of 340.7 recorded infections per
100,000 people on Friday, according to the
Robert Koch Institute health agency, the fig-
ure was far higher in Saxony (593.6) and

Bavaria (625.3).

Health, a priority
The Bavarian state capital of Munich on
Tuesday had become the first major Ger-
man city to cancel its Christmas market for
the second year in a row. Saxony's cancel-
lations means the famed Dresden Christ-
mas market is also scrapped.

Germany hosts some 2,500 Christmas
markets each year, cherished by visitors
who come to savour mulled wine and
roasted chestnuts, and shop for seasonal
trinkets among clusters of wooden chalets.

In pre-pandemic times, they drew about
160 million domestic and international vis-
itors annually who brought in revenues of
Euro 3-5bn (US$3.4bn to US$5.6bn), ac-
cording to the BSM stallkeepers' industry

association.
"It's a catastrophe for us," Eleonore

Stiegel, who operates a stand at the Christ-
mas market in the historic town of Bam-
berg, said. "We have already bought our
wares and now are left with nothing for the
second year in a row."

Konrad Friedrich, who also plies his trade
at the Bamberg market, said he could un-
derstand the decision given the explosion in
infections.

"What's more important? The market or
health?" he said. "Health, of course."

In addition to the new nightlife restric-
tions, Bavarian sport and culture venues will
be subject to a 25-percent capacity limit
and retail outlets will have to restrict cus-
tomer flows, Soeder said.

Parts of Bavaria with incidence rates

above 1,000 - eight districts on Friday - will
face even stricter curbs with only daycare
facilities, schools and shops allowed to con-
tinue until at least mid-December.

In Saxony, such hotspots will see a cur-
few for the unvaccinated from 10pm, the
state's health minister Petra Koepping said.

Chancellor Angela Merkel and the lead-
ers of Germany's 16 states agreed Thursday
to shut the unvaccinated out of restaurants,
sporting events and cultural shows nation-
wide after new cases soared to an all-time
daily high of more than 65,000.

However, the director of the Robert Koch
Institute, Lothar Wieler, told reporters Fri-
day that with the exponential rise in infec-
tion levels, the curbs would be insufficient
to contain the latest surge.
AFP

bavaria

German states cancel all Christmas markets over 
exponential surge in COVID-19 infections

christmas

Send your request for 
Birthday/Anniversary 

wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident card copy 

(It’s free of cost)

birthday wishes

free
classified listing

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings 
for individuals in the following categories: 

Situations Wanted/ Accommodation Wanted or Available/
Sale of Household Items/ Car for Sale or Wanted/ 

Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35)

Please email your listing to  
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

classifieds 

Situation Wanted

Indian male graduate Executive
Secretary with stenography/
Oman driving  License and 30
years experience in Muscat 

available with NOC for 
immediate joining. 
Call: 79256679

JOB OPPORTUNITY




  

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







ACCOUNT ASSISTANT
 
     
 �    




14     MUSCAt DAILY   MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2021

SportS

Manchester, UK - Manchester
United ended Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer’s three-year reign as man-
ager at Old Trafford on Sunday,
but plan to wait until the end of
the season to name the Norwe-
gian’s permanent successor.

Saturday’s 4-1 embarrassment
at the hands of struggling Wat-
ford was the final straw for the
United board, who had stuck by
Solskjaer in recent weeks despite

humiliating home defeats to Liv-
erpool and Manchester City.

Former midfielder Michael
Carrick, who was part of Solsk-
jaer’s coaching team, will take
charge of the forthcoming games
while the club look to appoint an
interim manager.

‘Manchester United an-
nounces that Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer has left his role as Manager,’
the club said. ‘Ole will always be

a legend at Manchester United
and it is with regret that we have
reached this difficult decision.
While the past few weeks have
been disappointing, they should
not obscure all the work he has
done over the past three years to
rebuild the foundations for long-
term success.’

Solskjaer leaves with United
already realistically out of the
Premier League title race, 12

points behind leaders Chelsea
down in seventh in the table, and
having exited the League Cup. 

Carrick’s first game in charge
will be a crucial Champions
League trip to Villarreal on Tues-
day. Another defeat in Spain
would leave the Red Devils need-
ing both results in the final round
of matches in Group F to go their
way to avoid crashing out at the
group stage for a second consec-

utive season.

‘Nightmare’
A run of five defeats in Solsk-
jaer’s final seven league games
contrasts sharply with the antic-
ipation that surrounded the club
in August when Cristiano
Ronaldo made a surprise return
to Old Trafford in the final days
of the transfer window.

United also spent over
£100mn on Jadon Sancho and
Raphael Varane as they looked
to build on finishing second in the
league to Manchester City last
season. However, Solskjaer was
unable to assemble the pieces of
his star-studded squad into a col-
lective unit despite Ronaldo's re-
turn of nine goals in 14 games.

“We don’t know what to do
with the ball, we don’t know how
to defend properly and we’re
conceding a lot of goals,” said
United goalkeeper David de Gea,
whose double penalty save from
Watford’s Ismaila Sarr counted
for nothing.

“It’s not acceptable for this
club and the level of players that
we have. It’s another nightmare.”

Solskjaer had ridden out
storms before in a rollercoaster
but ultimately trophyless three
years. However, even his credit
as a club legend for scoring the
winning goal in the 1999 Cham-
pions League final to win a his-
toric treble for Alex Ferguson’s
side was fading as he was booed
by the travelling support at Vic-
arage Road. “Thank you Ole. You
did us proud,” said former United
captain Gary Neville, who has
been criticised for not calling for
his former teammate to be
sacked in his punditry.
AFP

Barcelona, Spain - Xavi Hernan-
dez made a winning start as
Barcelona coach on Saturday as
a dubious Memphis Depay
penalty was enough to defeat
local rivals Espanyol 1-0 in La
Liga.

Depay’s strike at the start of
the second half ensured Xavi’s
homecoming at Camp Nou
ended in victory, but a nervy one,
that will have left him under no il-
lusions about the difficulty of the
task ahead.

Raul de Tomas twice struck
the post late on as Espanyol
spurned a flurry of late chances
that really should have seen them
take a draw from a game Barca
dominated for an hour and then
almost let slip from their grasp.

Results, though, must come
quickly and this one lifts Xavi’s
team from ninth in the table to
sixth, six points behind fourth-
placed Atletico Madrid, who ear-
lier needed a late Felipe header to
win 1-0 at home to Osasuna.
Sevilla, in third, were held to a 2-
2 draw by Alaves.

There was also an undeniable
uplift in mood at Camp Nou, with
the 74,418 attendance almost

double the 37,278 that watched
Barca draw here against Alaves
two weeks ago.

“They made things compli-
cated for us in the last 15 min-
utes,” said Xavi. “We would have
deserved 2-0 but it’s a good win
to start the project.”

At his unveiling last week,
Xavi had emphasised the need
for ‘rules’ and even before kick-
off there were signs of a shift.
The players rolled into Camp
Nou under a plume of red smoke,

with the squad arriving all to-
gether on the team bus.

Barcelona’s XI boasted eight
La Masia graduates, including
Ilias Akhomach, who was
handed his debut. Ilias was the
second 17-year-old in Xavi’s first
starting line-up along with Gavi
and when he was replaced at
half-time, on came the 19-year-
old Abde Ezzalzouli.

In the warm-up, there was a
more intense exercise of attack
against defence and when Depay

scored it was perhaps not just re-
lief that saw all 10 outfield play-
ers celebrating together in the
corner.

Faster football
The football was faster and more
fun. Barcelona’s players seemed
liberated in the final third, where
passes were flicked, scooped and
backheeled. The best of them, by
Gavi, led to Depay winning the
penalty.

They started in a 4-3-3 with

both Gavi and Ilias hugging the
touchlines and stretching Es-
panyol’s defence out wide.

As well as the additional
width, there was a clear intention
to hunt the ball higher up the
pitch. Barca were happy to leave
defenders one against one at the
back if it meant more players
pressing Espanyol in their own
half. Nico almost scored when he
stepped into to steal a pass from
goalkeeper Diego Lopez but he
looked, unsuccessfully, for a
penalty instead of finishing.

There were 11 shots in the first
45 minutes and plenty of
chances as Depay failed to catch
an early volley before Ilias blazed
over from close range.

The best spell of pressure
came around the half-hour mark
as Nico looked certain to score
from Jordi Alba's cutback but
was denied and Depay was put
through but his smashed shot
was blocked by the chest of
Lopez at the near post.

De Tomas almost punished
some lethargic defending by
Oscar Mingueza but the de-
flected finish was tipped over.
AFP

Barca edge past Espanyol to give Xavi debut win

Berlin, Germany - Bundesliga
champions Bayern Munich
have docked the wages of un-
vaccinated players like star
midfielder Joshua Kimmich
who is in quarantine over con-
tact with Covid-infected indi-
viduals, Bild reported on
Sunday.

Kimmich was sent into a
second round of isolation on
Friday because of a new coro-
navirus exposure.

He had just been released
on Tuesday from quarantine
arising from contact with
team-mate Niklas Suele who
tested positive last week.

Kimmich (26) has sparked
a heated debate in Germany
since revealing he opted not to
be vaccinated due to ‘personal
concerns’.

Bayern bosses reportedly
summoned him and four other
unvaccinated teammates on
Thursday to inform them of
the pay cut when they are in
isolation because they have
not taken the jab, Bild said.

Bayern have declined com-

ment. Under new rules taking
effect from November 1, em-
ployees who miss work be-
cause of a quarantine are no
longer entitled to receive com-
pensation if they are unvacci-
nated.

Besides Kimmich, his team-
mates Serge Gnabry, Jamal
Musiala, Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting and Michael Cuisance
are also unvaccinated, Bild said.

For Kimmich, whose annual
pay reaches €20mn, a week’s
quarantine means earning
losses of about €384,000.

His absence has left his club
struggling. On Friday, the Bun-
deliga leaders crashed to a
shock 2-1 defeat at Augsburg.

Former Bayern boss Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge said that if
the wage cuts are confirmed,
they ‘should be understood as
a sign that the club is now re-
acting. Because it must react’. 

Germany’s failure to shake
off the pandemic also has fi-
nancial consequences for Bay-
ern, he said.
AFP

Bayern Munich’s Cameroonian forward Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting

(left) and midfielder Joshua Kimmich (AFP)

Bayern penalise
quarantined 
unvaccinated
players: Report 

Barcelona’s forward Memphis Depay (right) vie for the ball with

Espanyol’s defender Leandro Cabrera, in Barcelona on Saturday (AFP)

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer reacts at the final whistle of his last match as the team manager against Watford, in Watford on Saturday (AFP)

Man Utd finally sack
Solskjaer after dismal run 

Barcelona’s Spanish coach Xavi

Hernandez during the match (AFP)
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Galle, Sri Lanka - Dimuth
Karunaratne hunkered down in
the difficult first session, scored
more confidently in the after-
noon, and then pressed home Sri
Lanka’s advantage in the evening,
to go to stumps at 132 off 265
balls in his first Test since May. 

Pathum Nissanka and
Dhananjaya de Silva also made
contrasting fifties, to help their
captain bookend the day with big
stands. On a surface that is ex-
pected to dry out and take turn
by day three, Sri Lanka’s 267 for
3 represents a substantial advan-
tage for the hosts.

West Indies will rue a number
of close and missed chances,
none greater than the dropped
catch off Karunaratne when he
was on 14. Rahkeem Cornwall,
who perhaps put Karunaratne
through his greatest test of the
innings with his first spell, got a
ball to take the outside edge as
the batter attempted to open the
face. It flew just wide of the wick-
etkeeper’s gloves, and at a catch-
able height to the right of slip. But
Jermaine Blackwood could not
get two hands to the ball.

Offspin was West Indies’ most
effective weapon on day one,
with Roston Chase removing Os-
hada Fernando and Angelo
Mathews, both for 3, after tea.
Their best bowler, however, was
Jason Holder, who delivered eight
maiden overs in his total of 14,
and troubled Mathews so consis-

tently that it prompted the batter
to take a fatal risk against Chase.

Shannon Gabriel, who was
controversially preferred over
Kemar Roach for this Test, was
the other bowler to take a wicket,
when he had Nissanka chase a
wide delivery, and nick off to first
slip roughly midway through the
middle session. Gabriel was ex-
pensive, though, leaking 56 runs
from his 12 overs. 

Both frontline spinners - Corn-
wall and left-armer Jomel Warri-
can - also delivered good spells,
particularly in the morning, when
the pitch had a little bite.

Karunaratne struggled in the
early overs, as you might expect
from a batter who has barely
played any competitive cricket
over the past six months. He
played and missed against
Gabriel and Holder, and was

pinned down by Cornwall, who
used the crease to vary his angle
to the left-hander from around
the wicket. With the benefit of
that dropped catch, though,
Karunaratne survived, and began
to build. He went to lunch on 32
off 75 balls, and raised the tempo
after the break - the conditions
having settled somewhat. He
used his feet to drive the spin-
ners through mid-off, and some-
times shuffled across to either
lap or glance them through fine
leg - his two most productive re-
gions. The seamers he largely hit
square of the wicket, often em-
ploying his favoured flick.

Karunaratne got to fifty soon
after lunch, and had a second
mild slice of fortune soon after,
when he hit one low in the air
through the legs of bowler Corn-
wall, who was not quick enough

to get down to the possible
catch. But the remainder of his
innings was largely fuss-free. He
used the depth of the crease to
punish spinners who pitched too
short, and although his first at-
tempt at a reverse sweep had
prompted a big lbw appeal, he
got better with that shot through
the course of the day. 

Karunaratne did get stuck in
the nineties for 29 balls, but that
was largely the doing of Holder's
impeccable line and length. The
hundred, which came off 212 de-
liveries, was the 13th of his career,
and his fourth this year - his pre-
vious four innings having brought
66, 118, 244 and 75. Earlier in
2021, he’d also hit a second-in-
nings hundred at The Wanderers.

Karunaratne’s most fruitful
stand of the day was with Nis-
sanka, who hit 56 off 140 balls.

The pair made 139 together,
which is a Sri Lankan record for
the first wicket against West In-
dies. Although Karunaratne was
reticent through the first session,
Nissanka had been even more so,
having been promoted to the top
of the innings due to the elected
absence of Lahiru Thirimanne.
Cricinfo

SRi LAnkA FLATTEn
WEST inDiES ATTACk

Galle, Sri Lanka - West Indies
debutant Jeremy Solozano
was taken off the field on a
stretcher and transferred to a
hospital from the Galle Sta-
dium in an ambulance for
scans, after being hit on the
helmet while fielding at short
leg. 

The incident happened just
before the lunch break on the
first day of the opening Test
between Sri Lanka and West
Indies. Solozano was taken to
a hospital in Colombo, which
is more than an hour away by
road. Later in the evening,
Cricket West Indies tweeted
that Solozano’s scans showed
‘no structural damage’ but he
would be kept at the hospital
overnight for observation.

He was hit on the front of
the helmet near the forehead
on the fourth ball of the 24th
over when Sri Lanka captain
Dimuth Karunaratne pulled a
short ball from Roston Chase.
The batter had middled the
ball and Solozano had barely
any time to react or take eva-
sive action.

Solozano lay still on the
ground for several minutes
after that but appeared con-
scious as he got medical atten-
tion and players of both teams
surrounded him. He was also
seen talking briefly before his
forehead was covered with a
towel, probably because of the

heat as the mid-day sun was
beating down hard.

A worried-looking Phil Sim-
mons, the head coach, came
down the dressing room stairs
and stood near the boundary
rope before Solozano was
stretchered off the field and
into the ambulance near the
boundary.

Solozano, the 26-year-old

left-hand batter from Trinidad,
who had played 40 first-class
games before this, was earlier
handed his Test cap by Sim-
mons before play and was set
to open for West Indies later
in the game. He had played in
the 2014 Under-19 World
Cup, and has also represented
West Indies A. 

He scored 74 off 216 balls
in the second of the two intra-
squad Best vs Best’ matches in
Antigua before the Sri Lanka
tour, with lead selector Roger
Harper praising his ‘applica-
tion, patience and composure’.
Cricinfo

Sri Lanka’s Dhananjaya de Silva plays a shot during the first day of the first Test match against West Indies, in Galle on Sunday (AFP)

Three Sri Lanka
women players
test positive for
COVID-19
Muscat - Three Sri Lanka players
at the ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup Qualifier 2021 have
tested positive for COVID-19 and
are isolating.

According to an ICC state-
ment, the players tested positive
following a screening of all team
members after one player
showed mild symptoms, as per
the bio-secure protocols in place
to ensure the safety of all partic-
ipants in the nine-team event,
which got underway in Harare on
Sunday. 

Two of the players are experi-
encing mild symptoms, whilst
the third is asymptomatic. All
three are isolating and receiving
the appropriate medical care.

The remainder of the Sri
Lanka squad are negative but are
currently isolating as a precau-
tion and will be re-tested ahead
of their opening match against
the Netherlands on Tuesday.

ICC head of events Chris Tet-
ley said the event would be pro-
ceeding as planned. 

“We have playing squads of
15 at the event, which allows for
injuries and illness, including
COVID-19 to be managed, and in
addition teams have had the op-
tion of bringing travelling re-
serves with them.”

“As you would expect, the re-
mainder of the squad are being
closely monitored and they will
all be re-tested ahead of taking to
the field on Tuesday,” he added.

FREE
CLASSiFiED

LiSTing 

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for individuals in 
the following categories:
Situations Wanted/Accommodation Wanted or Available/Sale of Household
Items/ Car for Sale or Wanted/Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35)
Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

W Indies debutant
Solozano struck on
head, scans show no
structural damage

Injured Jeremy Solozano is being carried on a stretcher (AFP)

On a surface
that is expected
to dry out and
take turn by day
three, Sri Lanka's
267 for 3
represents a
substantial
advantage

SRi LAnkA  1ST INNINGS

P Nissanka c Cornwall b Gabriel 56

D Karunaratne not out 132

O Fernando c Bonner b Chase 3

A Mathews c Holder b Chase 3

D de Silva not out 56

Extras: (b 5, lb 6, nb 6) 17

TOTAL: 267/3  in 88 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-139, 2-164, 3-170

Bowling: S Gabriel 12-0-56-1, J Holder

14-8-15-0, R Cornwall 20-3-64-0, K

Mayers 3-0-9-0, J Warrican 18-1-60-0,

R Chase 17-2-42-2, J Blackwood 1-0-6-0,

K Brathwaite 3-0-4-0

SCOREBOARD

No structural
damage. But
he would be
kept at the
hospital
overnight for
observation
CRICKET WEST INDIES



Kolkata, India - India won the
toss, opted to bat to challenge
themselves against dewy condi-
tions later, and ended up defend-
ing quite comfortably. They also
ticked a fair few boxes along the
way.

Their back-up opener Ishan
Kishan came good. Their lower
order contributed vital runs that
gave them at least 20 extra to
defend. Venkatesh Iyer delivered
three frugal overs as a sixth-
bowling option. 

Axar Patel showed why he’s
an aggressive left-arm spin op-
tion. Comeback man Yuzvendra
Chahal overcame a forgettable
start by finishing strongly with
the big wicket of Martin Guptill. 

Harshal Patel continued to
take giant strides with his bag of
slower variations in T20 cricket.
Rishabh Pant displayed terrific
agility and athleticism behind the
stumps.

India swept the series 3-0,
New Zealand at no stage show-
ing any semblance of a fight. Not
even when Guptill shellacked a
breezy half-century.

Players who generally plot and
plan together were up against
each other. Rohit Sharma and
Kishan, coming in for the rested K
L Rahul, as openers. Trent Boult
and Adam Milne as new-ball
bowlers. And it was India who set
the tone for dominance early on
as the top two got them off the
blocks briskly, with a pair of fours
each in the first few overs.

A huge machine-mop took off
as much dew as it could in the
break, but it was only going to be
a matter of time before it'd set in
again to make it difficult for the
spinners to grip the ball.

Perhaps mindful of this, Rohit
introduced Axar in the third over,
and the move worked as he
struck twice to stun the visitors
upfront. Chahal then returned
after two expensive overs with a
change in plan. At 70 for 4 in the
11th over, it was one-way traffic.
Batter after batter came out
swinging and missing and slip-
ping and sliding as a hungry In-
dian bowling unit closed out the
game clinically.
AFP
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Muscat - The 49er, 49erFX and
Nacra 17 World Championships,
organised by Oman Sail, con-
cluded with a double for the
Dutch, and with brits defending
title. 

Odile van Aanholt and Elise de
Ruyter (NED) won the 49erFX
world title, while countrymen
Bart Lambriex and Floris van der
Werken took matching golds in
the 49er fleet. 

Both teams are new pairings
since this summer, both teams
made it hard on themselves on
the last day, and both teams
came through in the medal race
when they needed to.

“It’s been a few years away
from the 49er but it’s great to be
back,” said Floris van der
Werken, who didn’t have confir-
mation of the win until most of
the fleet had finished. “Bart did

an amazing job of putting the
boat in the right place.”

In the 49erFX, the Dutch pair-
ing proved that a new team can
take on the world. Van Aanholt’s
and deRuyter’s respective part-
ners were injured leading up to
the worlds. But the strong train-
ing community in Holland proved
that sailors were interchange-
able.

Happy and loose on shore
throughout the week, and with
the support of both their parents
on shore, the pair made the win
look easy. 

“We’re so happy with what

we’ve done here,” said de Ruyter.
“It’s great to be out here in Oman
with my father, and Odile with
her parents, to celebrate to-
gether. But I’m looking forward to
going back home, even if the
weather is cold, just to do normal
things again.”

Helene Naess and Marie Ron-
ningen (NOR) kept their gold
medal hopes alive by gaining six
points on the dutch in the last
fleet race. 

In the medal race, the Norwe-
gians sailed brilliantly, smoothly
gybing into the top three down-
wind, but it wasn’t enough to

overtake the Dutch. Double
Olympic Gold medalists Martine
Grael and Kahena Kunze (BRA),
were also unable to mount a real
challenge, despite passing half
the fleet in the last downwind leg
and ended up in third.

Too close to 
call in 49er
In the 49er, the points were ex-
ceedingly close as the flying
Dutchmen won by only two
points in the end. In the final fleet
race of the series this morning,
the Dutch lost a number of
points to the Germans, Tim Fis-
cher and Fabian Graf (GER). 

A protest was lodged against
the Dutch by the Danish team of
Frederick Rask and Jacob Precht
Jensen, who were sitting in third
overall. 

After considerable delibera-
tion over the port/starboard in-
cident, the Dutch were
disqualified from the final fleet
race, and went into the medal
race having dropped to second.

“We weren’t happy about the
protest,” said Lambriex. “But it
didn’t change much, we still had
to go out and sail well in the
Medal Race.”

The event in Oman was sup-
ported by national carrier Oman
Air, OQ and the Barceló Mus-
sanah Resort as official partners,
the Environment Society of
Oman (ESO) and be’ah as envi-
ronmental supporter. The Na-
tional Mineral Water Company
Salsabeel Water provided water
during the event while the Royal
Navy of Oman provided medical
support throughout.

49er, 49erFX, nacra 17
championships conclude

The Dutch scores a double
and with brits defending title

Muscat - Two years since his
Palestinian mother passed away
in a tragic accident in Al Hamra,
ten-year-old Shonal Kunimal had
a burning desire to excel at the
MENA Karting Nations Cup
while representing his mother’s
nation. 

On Saturday, Shonal fulfilled
his dream as he stood on the
podium, representing Palestine,
in the 2021 MENA Karting Na-
tions Cup at the Muscat Speed-
way of the Oman Automobile
Association.

Shonal claimed the third place
in Micro Max category at the
championship  organised suc-
cessfully by the Oman Automo-
bile Association (OAA) featuring
19 countries including Oman. 

The Indian School Ghubra fifth
grade student with an Indian fa-
ther had been making a name on
the regional go-karting circuit,
winning consistently at the Rotax
Max Challenge Series over the
past few years. 

Restricted life due to the
COVID-19 pandemic over and
above the demise of his mother
had forced him to miss nearly
two seasons until he returned to
the tracks in October. Since then,
Shonal has been making podium
finishes a habit.

On Saturday, amid a strong
field of ten drivers, Shonal took
third place in the final race in
Micro Max category behind
Philippe el Hajj of Lebanon while

UAE’s Russian driver Maxim Bo-
breshov took the top honours.

Speaking after his third-place
finish, Shonal said, “This is for my
mother [Nabrees Qandeel], who
for years saw me grow here on
this tracks. She was my biggest
support before she left us. She
would be the happiest person
and I know she is always with me. 

“My dad [Shojai Kunimal],
coach Sanad al Rawahi, along
with my technical assistants -
Leonardo Abalos and Raven Aba-
los - have been instrumental in
my success. I hope to continue
my winning run and my goal will

be to claim race wins that has
eluded me in recent times. With
more participation, I am confident
that I can clinch victories in the
New Year and the season ahead.”

Shonal’s mentor and dad Sho-
jai thanked Oman’s rallying star
Hamed al Wahaibi and OAA
managing director Suleiman al
Rawahi for their strong support.

It was heartening news for
Palestine team who had arrived
with three other drivers. Shonal’s
podium was a first for Palestine
team in the MENA Karting Na-
tions Cup and the young driver
was personally congratulated by

Palestine Ambassador’s to
Oman, H E Tayseer ali Farhat at
the awards ceremony.

The presentation ceremony
was held under the patronage of
H E Sayyid Saud bin Hilal al Bu-
saidi, Minister of State and Gov-
ernor of Muscat. Also present
was Mohammed bin Sulayem,
world motorsports governing
body (FIA) vice-president and
Brig (retd) Salim al Maskari,
OAA chairman. The five-day
MENA Karting Nations Cup wit-
nessed 127 drivers and the OAA
hosted the event for the second
time in succession.

Axar Patel celebrates the wicket of Glenn Phillips (not pictured) as Martin Guptill (left) watches during the third

Twenty20 International match at the Eden Gardens, in Kolkata on Sunday (AFP)

Rohit and Axar sparkle as
India complete 3-0 sweep

Shonal Kunimal with the trophy in the 2021 MENA Karting Nations Cup in Muscat on Saturday

Muscat-based 
go-karting racer
claims third place
in MENA Karting
Nations Cup

I hope to continue my 
winning run and my goal will
be to claim race wins that has
eluded me in recent times.
SHONAL KUNIMAL

Podium finish a tribute to
mother: Shonal Kunimal

SCOREBOaRd
IndIa

R Sharma c & b Sodhi 56 (31)

I Kishan c  Seifert b Santner 29 (21)

S Yadav c Guptill b Santner 0 (4)

R Pant  c Neesham b Santner 4 (6)

Shreyas Iyer c Mitchell b Milne 25 (20)

V Iyer c Chapman b Boult 20 (15)

Axar Patel not out 2 (4)

Harshal Patel hit wicket b Ferguson 18 (11)

D Chahar not out 21 (8)

Extras: (b 2, lb 1, w 6) 9

TOTaL 184/7 in 20 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-69, 2-71, 3-83, 4-103,

5-139, 6-140, 7-162

Bowling: Trent Boult 4-0-31-1, A Milne

4-0-47-1, L Ferguson 4-0-45-1, M Santner

4-0-27-3, I Sodhi 4-0-31-1

nEw ZEaLand

M Guptill c Yadav b Chahal 51 (36)

D Mitchell c HV Patel b AR Patel 5 (6)

M Chapman st Pant b AR Patel 0 (2)

G Phillips b AR Patel 0 (4)

T Seifert  run out 17 (18)

J Neesham c  Pant b HV Patel 3 (7)

M Santner run out 2 (4)

A Milne c Sharma b VR Iyer 7 (6)

Ish Sodhi c Yadav b HV Patel 9 (11)

L Ferguson c & b Chahar 14 (8)

T Boult not out 2 (2)

Extras: (w 1) 1

TOTaL: 111 in 17.2 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-22, 3-30, 4-69, 

5-76, 6-76, 7-84, 8-93, 9-95, 10-111 

Bowling: B Kumar 2-0-12-0, D Chahar

2.2-0-26-1, A Patel 3-0-9-3, Y Chahal

4-0-26-1, V Iyer 3-0-12-1, H Patel

3-0-26-2

Doha, Qatar - Lewis Hamilton
won Sunday’s inaugural Qatar
Grand Prix with a commanding
performance from pole to cut
Max Verstappen’s world cham-
pionship lead to eight points.

The Mercedes seven-time
champion comfortably held off
his arch Dutch rival's Red Bull
under the Losail circuit’s lights to
leave the battle for the F1 drivers’
crown delicately poised with only
two races remaining.

Fernando Alonso took third
for Alpine, the former two-time
world champion’s first podium
since 2014.

One week on from arguably
his toughest and greatest win in
Brazil, Hamilton enjoyed one of
his easiest. And after an un-
precedented eighth world title
appeared to be slipping from his
grasp after Verstappen's wins in
the USA and Mexico, it is the 36-
year-old Briton rather than the
12-year-younger pretender who
has the momentum.

“We needed those points
today. I can’t wait to watch the
race replay to find out what hap-

pened behind me,” he said after
his 102nd career win.

“I’m really grateful for these
points, it’s been a hell of a year.
Back-to-back wins here, feel
good, I feel fit, fitter than I’ve ever
felt. Bring on the next two!”

Verstappen, who was de-
moted from second to seventh
on the grid for a yellow flag in-
fringement in qualifying on Sat-
urday, took second, and picked
up a point for the fastest lap.

“Our starting position was
compromised, but luckily we had
a really good start,” he said. 

“Of course, I know it’s going to
be difficult to the end but it keeps
it nice, keeps it exciting. This
track was fun to drive as well. I
feel good, but it’s going to be a
tight battle to the end.”

Hamilton’s faster engine, fit-
ted last weekend in Sao Paulo,
will give Red Bull a likely tough
time again at the ultra quick new
circuit in Saudi Arabia in a fort-
night’s time ahead of the season-
closing race in Abu Dhabi in
mid-December.
AFP

Hamilton wins 
Qatar Grand Prix,
Verstappen second 

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton with the trophy after winning the

Qatari Formula One Grand Prix, on the outskirts of Doha on Sunday (AFP)
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