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Decree issued on setting up Khazaen Economic City in S Batinah

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik issued two Royal Decrees on
Monday, reading as follows:

Royal Decree No 44/2023 estab-
lishes Khazaen Economic City and
promulgates its bylaw (articles of as-
sociation).

Article 1 stipulates that an eco-
nomic city will be set up in the Gover-
norate of South Batinah named
‘Khazaen Economic City' and estab-
lished on the land area demarcated in

accordance with the layout attached to
this decree. The city will be under the
supervision of the Public Authority for
Special Economic Zones and Free
Zones and it will be governed by the
attached bylaw.

Article 2 states that two free zones
will be established within Khazaen
Economic City on the specific land area
demarcated in accordance with the at-
tached layout, which is specified in the
Development Agreement defined in

the attached bylaw.

Article 3 endorses the Develop-
ment Agreement and the Usufruct
Agreement for Khazaen Economic City
stated in the attached bylaw.

Article 4 states that Oman Logistics
Company LLC will be the operating
party of Khazaen Economic City and
the two free zones set up therein.
Khazaen Economic City Company LLC
will be the developer of Khazaen Eco-
nomic City and the two free zones set

up therein.

Article 5 states that the Chairman
of Board of Directors of the Public Au-
thority for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones will issue the regulations
and decisions necessary for the imple-
mentation of the provisions of the at-
tached bylaw.

Article 6 states that this decree will
be published in the Official Gazette
and enforced from the day following its
date of publishing.

Royal Decree No 45/2023 endorses
Oman's joining the Convention on the
Privileges and Immunities of the Spe-
cialized Agencies, adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations
on November 21, 1947.

Article 1 endorses the Sultanate of
Oman'’s joining the Convention on the
Privileges and Immunities of the Spe-
cialized Agencies, in accordance with
the version attached to this decree
while at the same time observing the

reservation of Section 32 of Article 9 of
the convention.

Article 2 instructs the departments
concerned to deposit the official doc-
ument for joining the aforementioned
convention in accordance with its pro-
visions while at the same time observ-
ing the above-mentioned reservation.

Article 3 states that this decree will
be published in the Official Gazette
and enforced from its date of issue.
ONA

Khareef setto

Plans afoot for flood risk
management across Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The sultanate is adopting signif-
icant measures to enhance pre-
paredness against flash floods
and devise emergency plans for
all governorates across the
country.

To prepare for climate re-
lated emergencies, the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources floated a se-
ries of consultancy service ten-
ders recently to update and
prepare flood hazard maps,
along with flood risk manage-
ment and emergency plans for
North Shargiyah, South Shar-
giyah, Al Wusta, Dakhliyah,
Dhahirah, Buraimi, Musandam,
Dhofar and Muscat.

The purpose of these flood
hazard maps is to identify and
illustrate geographical areas at
varying levels of risk from po-
tential floods.

Oman's low-lying urban
areas along the coast are vul-
nerable to flooding from the
combined impact of sea-level
rise and storm surge associated
with extreme weather events.
Furthermore, 45% of Muscat is
vulnerable to wadi floods and

20% to coastal floods.

‘It is crucial to design these
maps to meet the specific
needs of end-users, ensuring ef-
fective communication of the
complex messages associated
with flooding and flood risk,’ the
ministry stated detailing the
scope of work.

The maps will showcase
areas susceptible to flooding,
categorised into low, medium
and high probabilities. These
will provide essential informa-
tion such as flood type, extent

of flooding, water depth, flow
velocity and water flow direc-
tion.

The project involves three
phases to achieve the desired
outcomes. Phase A focuses on
rainfall and flow data analysis,
studying existing analyses and
preparing intensity, duration,
frequency (IDF) for each gover-
norate. Additionally, a flood de-
sign manual will be developed,
utilising recorded data for a
comprehensive understanding
of rainfall-runoff correlations in

each catchment.

Phase B encompasses flood
mapping, where consultants
will evaluate flood risks using
appropriate techniques. This in-
volves hydrological analysis to
define the primary wadi chan-
nels and their flow during floods
of different intensity.

In Phase C, flood risk man-
agement and emergency plans
will be formulated, which will
outline objectives of flood risk
management in the affected
areas and propose measures to

achieve these, besides identify-
ing flood buffer areas along
wadi channels and provide rec-
ommendations for emergency
protocols during severe events.

Furthermore, the ministry is
prioritising the review and su-
pervision of construction of
Wadi al Ansab flood protection
dams in the wilayat of Bausher.
‘These dams will play a crucial
role in the overall flood protec-
tion of Al Ansab.’

Additionally, the ministry is
focusing on updating the water
balance computation for the en-
tire sultanate. The objective is
to determine the water balance
using an appropriate methodol-
ogy, considering factors such as
rainfall, wadi flow, groundwater
recharge, surface and ground-
water inflow/outflow, evapora-
tion, storage depletion,
saline/sea water intrusion,
water loss and artificial
recharge to  groundwater
aquifers.

The project aims to establish
an accurate and comprehensive
understanding of the water bal-
ance within each water assess-
ment unit area, contributing to
effective water resource man-
agement across the country.

3-week Ashkharah Festival
starts on July 5

Oil prices advance on output
cutbacks; equities rise

Wagner boss ‘gone off the
rails’ over money: Russian TV

Multipurpose port planned in Masirah

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information
Technology (MTCIT), in collabo-
ration with the General Secre-
tariat of Tender Board, is inviting
local and international companies
to bid for the construction of a
multipurpose port in Masirah,
South Shargiyah.

The port is a key project out-
lined in the 10th Five-year Plan
(2021-2025). The objective is to
create an appealing investment
environment for fishing in Oman
aligned with the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries, and Water Re-
sources' plan to maximise the
utilisation of fish resources. By
expanding and enhancing the
fishing fleet, the aim is to estab-
lish an attractive and viable work-

ing environment for Omani fish-
ermen. The port will offer various
public and private services within
its premises, thereby increasing
the fisheries sector's contribution
to the GDP.

The Masirah Port project en-
compasses several essential
components, including dedicated
public and private facilities for the
fisheries, tourism and transport
sectors. Spread over
240,000sgm, the port will fea-

ture a primary breakwater meas-
uring 3,052m and a secondary
breakwater spanning 1,120m. Ad-
ditionally, there will be a fixed
berth measuring 590m and float-
ing berths to accommodate fish-
ing boats, trawlers and pleasure
boats. The port basin, covering
Tmn sgm, will be dredged to a
depth of 5m to 6m.

To maximise the value gener-
ated by the new port, the private
sector is also invited to establish

commercial and economic activ-
ities. Investment opportunities in-
clude boat and engine repair and
maintenance workshops, ice-
making plants, fish processing
and fishmeal projects and dhow
tourism.

The project is part of a com-
prehensive port development
strategy implemented by MTCIT
to drive investments in the sul-
tanate. The deadline for bid sub-
mission is August 8, 2023.

MTCIT aims to enhance the
country's capacity to manage a
higher number of ships and in-
creased volume of goods. In line
with this objective, the ministry
has initiated the development of
various ports, including the re-
cent preliminary approval for the
construction of the Shuwaimiya
Mining Port in Dhofar by Miner-
als Development Oman.

host cultural,
SpOrts events

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Youth will organise over 65
events during the khareef season
in Dhofar as part of its efforts to
revitalise the cultural and sports
scene.

Musa Abdullah al Kasabi, Di-
rector General for Culture, Sports
and Youth in Dhofar, has an-
nounced the completion of
preparations for the 2023 Dhofar
Khareef cultural and sports pro-
gramme. “This comprehensive
programme encompasses 65 ac-
tivities tailored to cater to all seg-
ments of society, including
citizens, residents and tourists,”
he informed.

The events lined up for the
season include a range of engag-
ing workshops on travel, litera-
ture and cultural activities
management. Additionally, there
will be a cultural economy semi-
nar, a series of enlightening lec-
tures and poetry evenings, and a
singing competition. Further-
more, the highly anticipated sec-
ond edition of the Dhofar Theatre
Festival will also take place.

The ministry has developed an
integrated programme for the
public and set up a children's [i-
brary where competitions and
cultural gatherings will be held.

Youth-focused initiatives in-
clude workshops covering infor-
mation technology, marketing
and a Toastmasters competition
aimed at enhancing communica-
tion skills and public speaking.

MUSA ABDULLAH AL KASABI

Engaging courses in the field of
fashion design and an exhibition
to showcase youth creativity and
innovation are also part of the
programme.

Highlighting the sporting
events during the season, Kasabi
said a diverse range of tourna-
ments, including swimming,
bowling, snooker, billiards, tennis,
chess and karate have been or-
ganised. An athletics tourna-
ment, a table tennis tournament
and workshops on sports injuries
are other highlights this season.

There will be activities specif-
ically targeting women, such as
bowling, chess and e-sports, and
an open sports day for individual
and team events for clubs. Cele-
brations of Omani Women's Day
will be a highlight of the pro-
gramme.

Kasabi informed that Sultan
Qaboos Youth Complex for Cul-
ture and Entertainment in Salalah
will serve as the venue for most
of these cultural, sports and
youth events.

Large-scale Israeli army operation kills eight in West Bank

Jenin, Palestinian Territories - Is-
raeli forces killed eight Palestini-
ans in a large-scale operation on
Monday in the occupied West
Bank in what the army labelled an
"extensive counterterrorism ef-
fort" involving drone strikes and
hundreds of troops.

The military raid launched
under Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's hard-right govern-

A Palestinian youth walks among burning tyres during a protest by the

border fence with Israel east of Gaza City on Monday (AFpP)

ment in the northern city of Jenin
was the biggest in the West Bank
in years, featuring armoured ve-
hicles, army bulldozers and un-
manned aerial vehicles.

Gun battles and explosions
rocked the city and adjacent
refugee camp, a stronghold of
armed groups, as Palestinians
threw rocks at Israeli troops.
Continued on

Oman condemns repeated raids in Jenin
Muscat - The sultanate has denounced and condemned the re-
peated Israeli attacks on the city of Jenin and the Palestinian

camps in the West Bank.

In a statement, the Foreign Ministry expressed its firm support
for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and the estab-
lishment of their independent state, in accordance with the two-
state solution and the relevant Security Council resolutions and

the Arab peace initiative.
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Oman among top three peaceful nations in MENA

Ranked 48 globally, the sultanate is among the countries that improved most jumping 18 places

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman is the third most peaceful
country in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA), which re-
mains the least peaceful regionin
the world for the eighth consec-
utive year, according to the 17t
edition of the Global Peace Index
(GPI) compiled by the interna-
tional think-tank Institute for
Economics & Peace.

MENA is home to four of the
ten least peaceful countries in
the world. However, MENA im-
proved by 0.63% over the past
year, with significant improve-
ments recorded in the Militarisa-
tion and Ongoing Conflict
domains. The region has im-
proved in peacefulness year-on-
year for the past three years.

Oman, ranked overall 48t is
also among the countries that
witnessed the largest improve-
ment in peacefulness - jumping
18 places - after Libya and Bu-

MOST PEACEFUL
NATIONS IN MENA

Qatar

Kuwait

Oman

. Jordan

United Arab Emirates
. Tunisia

Morocco

. Algeria

. Bahrain

10.Saudi Arabia
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rundi, and followed by Céte
d'lvoire and Afghanistan.

Qatar remains the most
peaceful country in the region, a
position it has held since 2008,
followed by Kuwait, Oman, Jor-
dan, United Arab Emirates,

Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria,
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia making
the top ten.

Qatar is the only country inthe
region to be ranked among the
top 25 most peaceful countries

globally. Qatar improved in over-
all peacefulness in 2023, driven
by improvements in political in-

stability, external conflicts fought
and UN peacekeeping funding.
The index revealed that the

average level of global peaceful-
ness deteriorated for the ninth
consecutive year, with 84 coun-

tries recording an improvement
and 79 a deterioration. ‘This
demonstrates that the deteriora-
tions were larger than the im-
provements, as the post-COVID
rises of civil unrest and political
instability remain high while re-
gional and global conflicts accel-
erate.

Iceland remains the most
peaceful country, a position it
has held since 2008, followed by
Denmark, Ireland, New Zealand
and Austria. For the sixth con-
secutive year, Afghanistan is the
least peaceful country, followed
by Yemen, Syria, South Sudan
and the Democratic Republic of
Congo. Highlighting the shifting
dynamics of conflict, both
Afghanistan and Syria recorded
improvements in peacefulness.

Ukraine's  overall  score
recorded a decline of 13%, the
largest deterioration in the 2023
GPI, and is now 157" on the
index. Libya experienced the
largest improvement in overall

peacefulness, improving by 7%
and rising 14 places to 137%.

The shift in the global distribu-
tion of conflict continued as
major conflicts in the MENA re-
gion and South Asia declined,
while conflicts in sub-Saharan
Africa, Europe and Asia-Pacific
intensified. The Russia and Eura-
sia region recorded the largest
deterioration in peacefulness in
the world.

Ten of the 23 GPI indicators
improved, 11 deteriorated and
two had no change. The largest
deteriorations were in External
Conflicts Fought and Deaths
from Internal Conflict. Other no-
table deteriorations included
Neighbouring Country Relations
and Political Instability, where 59
countries deteriorated.

Europe is the most peaceful
region in the world and is home
to seven of the ten most peaceful
countries. The other three most
peaceful countries are in the Asia
Pacific region.
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CONDOLENCES

Chairman, the Board of Directors,
Management and Staff of
Al Omaniya Financial Services SAOG
express their heartfelt condolences on
the sad demise of

MAQBOOL HAMEED

AL SALEH

Founder & Chairman of OHI Group

“We pray and ask the Almighty to give his

family the strength to bear this great loss.”

May his soul rest in peace

Al Omaniya Financial Services saoc)
Values stronger than money <

Bidsinvited for recreational centre in Dugm

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To make Dugm a destination of
choice for families and entrepre-
neurs alike, the Public Authority
for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones (OPAZ) is planning
to develop a recreational centre
catering to people from all walks
of life.

Through its Internal Commit-
tee, OPAZ is inviting bids from
local entities - of excellent and
first grade - to participate in the
project to design and build ‘So-
cial, Lifestyle and Recreational

Amenity’ in the Special Economic
Zone at Dugm.
Giving details, OPAZ stated

that the project aims to create a
vibrant and engaging space that
enhances the quality of life for

residents, workers and visitors
within the zone.

‘The Social, Lifestyle and
Recreational Amenity will serve
as a focal point for community
engagement and provide a wide
range of facilities and services.'

OPAZ mandates that the
design should incorporate inno-
vative and sustainable conce-
pts that promote well-being,
leisure activities and foster a
sense of belonging. ‘The
amenity should offer diverse
spaces for relaxation, entertain-
ment, sports and cultural
events,’ it stated.

MoCIIP calls on industrial
firms to submit data for
national survey by July 31

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoClIP) has urged
industrial enterprises to submit
their data for the years 2020,
2021 and 2022 before the July
31, 2023 deadline of an industtrial
survey.

Sami bin Salirr
Sahib, Director Ger
eral of Industry ir
the ministry, em-
phasised the im-
portance of th
periodic  industr
surveys in creating an
updated and accurate data-
base of industrial facilities in the
sultanate. This year's survey
aims to gather information from
969 industrial facilities, which
will provide valuable insights into
their operations, he informed.

According to Sahib, the an-
nual surveys are a crucial com-
ponent of the national industrial

statistics, as they provide essen-
tial information about enter-
prises and their activities. The
surveys target all licensed indus-
trial facilities in Oman with anin-
vestment cost  exceeding
RO5,000 and a workforce of
more than nine employees.
“The primary objective of the
industrial survey is to assess the
performance of the in-
trial sector, iden-
fy investment
»pportunities and
develop  plans,
solicies, and pro-
rammes to sup-
rt the national
economy.”

As of mid-June, 186 en-
terprises and factories have al-
ready submitted their data. Sahib
appealed to the remaining tar-
geted companies and factories,
urging them to submit their data
promptly.

Failure to comply with the
deadline may result in legal ac-
tion.
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The Board of Directors, Management
and Employees of OHI Group are
deeply saddened to announce that
our beloved Chairman

Magbool Hameed Al Saleh
passed away on 1 July 2023

We pray to the Almighty to rest his
soul in peace and give his family the
strength to overcome such a

profound and irreplaceable loss.

Inna Lillahi Wa Inna llayhi Raji'un

OHi
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-week Ashkharah Festival starts on July 5

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT), in collaboration
with the Office of the Governor
of South Shargiyah, will organise
Ajwaa al Ashkharah Festival
from July 5 to 24.

To be opened under the pa-
tronage of H E Salim bin Moham-
mad al Mahrougi, Minister of
Heritage and Tourism, in the
presence of Dr Yahya Badr Malik
al Ma'awali, Governor of South
Shargiyah, the festival will take
place at Ashkharah Park.

Sheikh Mohamed bin Humaid
al Ghabshi, Wali of Jalan Bani Bu
Ali and Chairman of the Organ-
ising Committee, informed that
the festival will include an array
of entertainment, promotional
and cultural events aimed to

SHEIKH MOHAMED AL GHABSHI

achieve various economic and
social goals.

"The primary goal of the festi-
val is to promote tourist destina-
tions and support domestic
tourism, empowering the gover-
norate to take a leading role in
this initiative. It will also serve as
a unique opportunity to show-
case the archaeological and cul-
tural sites of the governorate to

(Supplied photo)

visitors,” Ghabshi said.

Discussing the preparations,
Ma'awali said, "All tourist sites in
the wilayats of Al Kamil Wa al
Wafi, Ras al Hadd and Sur will
have promotional activities for
the festival."

The event will feature enter-
tainment activities, including a
heritage corner and an exhibition
in which entrepreneurs and small
and medium enterprises will par-
ticipate. Additionally, fun games,
beach games and cultural activi-
ties will be held at the park the-
atre.

Kite flying activities will be
held in the main events of the
festival, adding to the festive am-
biance. “Several Arab commu-
nity clubs in Oman will take part
in the event, contributing to its
vibrancy and diversity,” Ma'awali
added.

Hotel revenuesup 34.7%

Muscat - The latest data from
National Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI) indicates a
34.7% increase in revenues of 3-
to 5-star hotels in the sultanate to
RO98.426mn this year till the end
of May compared to RO73mn in
the same period of 2022.

This revenue growth aligns
with a notable 27.3% increase in
the number of guests, totalling
800,952 till May end this year,
compared to 629,143 in the cor-

responding period of 2022. Oc-
cupancy rate rose 13.6%.
Breaking down the figures, the
data indicated Omani guests ac-
counted for 274,729 of the total
- amodest increase of 0.7%. The
number of GCC guests rose 17%
to 54,571, while European guests
increased 47.2% to 239,686.
There were 26,166 American
guests, up 4.1%, while those from
the African continent increased
39.7% to 4,542. The number of

Asian guests increased 46% to
110,324, and guests from Ocea-
nia surged dramatically by
255.2% t0 19,007.

Hotels in the sultanate are ex-
periencing a remarkable growth
in revenues fueled by a substan-
tial rise in guest numbers from
various regions around the globe.
The upward trend highlights the
attractiveness of the sultanate as
a destination for travellers seek-
ing exceptional experiences.

SQU signs pact to accelerate
open access to research

Muscat - Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity (SQU) and IOP Publishing
(IOPP) have signed a transforma-
tive agreement enabling resear-
chers to publish their work openly
for anyone to read at no cost.

IOPP is a society-owned sci-
entific publisher, providing im-
pact, recognition and value for
the scientific community and this
is its first unlimited publishing
agreement in Oman supporting
the university's efforts to make
scientific research accessible to
as many people as possible.

The three-year agreement al-
lows SQU researchers unlimited
open access (OA) publishing
across all IOPP owned journals
and most partner journals while
retaining their copyright. The
agreement also gives unre-
stricted reading access to IOPP's
entire journal portfolio.

Led by top universities, trans-
formative agreements are gain-
ing traction across MENA. The
agreements make it easier for
scientists to publish their re-
search as their institution covers
the cost of both reading access
and OA publishing.

A recent global survey carried
out by IOPP together with other
physical societies shows that
32% of physical science re-
searchers based in Africa and the
Middle East want to publish their
work but 77% say a lack of
monies from funding agencies
prevents them from doing so.

JULIAN WILSON

Researchers can find out if
their institution is covered by a
transformative agreement or
check compliance with funder re-
quirements by using the IOPP
Journal Finder tool.

Yaqgoob al Busaidi, head of Pe-
riodicals Department at SQU,
said, “IOPP is paving the way for
a successful OA transformation
with its unlimited publishing op-
tion for researchers worldwide.
We are pleased to take our part-
nership with I0PP to the next
level and sign a transformative
agreement that will enable SQU
research to have more impact
and visibility."

The benefits of OA publishing
are reflected in IOPP research

which shows that OA content is
downloaded 80% more than
paywalled content and cited
30% more.

Julian Wilson, Chief Sales Of-
ficer at IOPP, said, “SQU has truly
embraced the transition to OA,
and we are honoured to be the
first physics publisher to have se-
cured this unlimited OA publishi-
ng agreement with it. The agree-
ment strengthens our commit-
ment to Open Physics which sup-
ports our mission to create grea-
ter visibility, recognition and im-
pact for the science community.”

With this, SQU joins more
than 900 institutions in 33 coun-
tries which have secured trans-
formative agreements with IOPP.

Leadership programme held in UK
to empower outstanding students

Muscat - Participants of the
fourth edition of Dugm Refinery
and Petrochemical Industries
Company's Leadership Pro-
gramme for Outstanding Stu-
dents commenced a study
programme in the United King-
dom on Monday.

The programme, conducted
by Takatuf Oman in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Dugm Refinery and
Petrochemical Industries Com-
pany, is designed to empower
20 exceptional male and female
Grade 10 students from various
educational directorates. The
programme is of six- week du-
ration.

The objective of the pro-
gramme is to foster a spirit of cul-
tural curiosity among the
students while brushing up their
English language and leadership

skills. The students engage in an
advanced English language
course at the esteemed Oxford
International Study Centre, which
enables them to broaden their

(Supplied photo)

linguistic abilities. Additionally,
they actively participate in a
range of sports, tourism and en-
tertainment activities, further en-
riching their overall experience.

First amateur
weather
enthusiasts
forum to be
held on July 17

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To fulfil its commitment to
support Omani weather en-
thusiasts and uncover their
talents, the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) will organ-
ise the first-of-its-kind gath-
ering of weather enthusiasts
in the sultanate on July 17.

CAA recently launched
an initiative called Friends of
Meteorology, catering to
amateur weather analysts.
The programme aims to fa-
cilitate meetings and train-
ing sessions focused on
weather forecasting.

Part of the Friends of Me-
teorology initiative, the first
weather enthusiasts meet-
ing is a one-day forum that
promises a range of engag-
ing events, including a lec-
ture on the National Multi
Hazard Early Warning Cen-
tre, an interaction with the
chairman of CAA, and hon-
ouring representatives of
amateur weather groups in
Oman. The forum's primary
goal is to bolster weather
enthusiasts' skills and sup-
port their growth in this
field.

Additionally, CAA has in-
troduced a programme
called Muzn aimed at en-
hancing the quality of alerts,
meteorological services and
early warnings.

Amateur weather enthu-
siasts interested in partici-
pating in the forum can
register through bit.ly/
46tXBnl

MHT begins restoration
project of Sadah Castle

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT) has started a
restoration and maintenance
project of Sadah Castle in the
wilayat of Sadah, Dhofar, on
Monday.

‘The ministry is currently
working with a specialised com-
pany to restore and maintain
Sadah Castle in order to reopen it
to visitors in the coming tourist
season,’ a statement said.

The project is in line with
MHT's efforts to preserve
Oman's architectural heritage for
future generations. ‘The ministry
will follow a systematic plan in
the restoration work, including
comprehensive maintenance of
all parts of the castle, while pre-
serving its Omani character,
identity and architectural ele-
ments by using traditional mate-
rials and manual tools.’

According to the ministry, one
of the most important aspects

taken into account in the restora-
tion of any monument is the ar-
chitectural and historical value of
the landmark, its geographical lo-
cation and the proposed use of
the site.

According to ministry data, it
restored 310 historical monu-
ments and landmarks across sev-
eral governorates in 2022.

Of the total, 83 are castles,

(Supplied photo)

forts and walls, 145 towers, 80
mosques and two ancient
houses. Also, an inventory
process resulted in the registra-
tion of 3,423 archaeological sites.

The number of historical sites
registered rose from 7,064 in
2016 to 22,259 in 2020 - a
growth of 215% - according to
National Centre for Statistics and
Information data.

|solated rains expected today

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The weather in Muscat is ex-
pected to be cloudy for the next
24 hours with chances of isolated
rains likely in the surrounding
areas of the capital.

According to Oman Meteorol-
ogy Department, development of
convective clouds and isolated
rains are expected over the Al
Hajar Mountains and adjoining
areas, and parts of Al Wusta.
Partly cloudy skies are expected
along the coastal areas of Dhofar

governorate and adjoining moun-
tains with intermittent drizzle.

Additionally, there are chan-
ces of dust rising over the desert
and open areas, according to the
met department. ‘Chances of late
night to early morning low-level
clouds or fog patches are pre-
dicted over parts of the coast
along the Arabian Sea, Sea of
Oman and the eastern and west-
ern coasts of Musandam.’

A met department official
said, “The change in the weather
pattern is normal for this time of
the year. The inclement weather

is due to a low pressure in the
Arabian Sea as well as the onset
of monsoons in India.”

He added that the rains and
weather condition will affect sea
waves.

The temperature will drop two
to three degrees as a result of the
weather disturbance. The ex-
pected maximum and minimum
temperatures on Tuesday will be
36°C and 29°C respectively in
Muscat, 47 °C and 34°C in lbri,
41°C and 29°C in Rustaq, 47°C
and 32°C in Haima and 40°C and
30°C in Khasab.
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The Renaissance family
expresses heartfelt
condolences on the sad
demise of

Magbool Hameed
Al Saleh

We stand with the bereaved
family in this time of grief and
pray to Allah to grant the
departed soul eternal peace.
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Saudi extends oil production
cut as Russia reduces exports

Oil prices advance on output
cutbacks; equities rise

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi
Arabia on Monday said that it
was extending a voluntary oil
production cut, while Russia con-
firmed it was slashing exports, as
major producers tried to prop up
slumping prices.

The cut by Riyadh of one mil-
lion barrels per day was first an-
nounced after a June meeting of
oil producers and took effect at
the weekend.

Saudi Energy Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman noted at
the time that it was ‘extendable’.

In a report on Monday an-
nouncing that the cut would con-
tinue through August, the official
Saudi Press Agency said it ‘can

be extended' further, citing an
energy ministry source.

‘The source confirmed that
this additional voluntary cut
comes to reinforce the precau-
tionary efforts made by OPEC+
countries with the aim of sup-
porting the stability and balance
of oil markets,’ SPA said.

Also on Monday, Russia un-
veiled its export cut of 500,000
bpd for August ‘as part of efforts
to ensure that the oil market re-
mains balanced'.

The announcement by
Alexander Novak, Russian
deputy prime minister responsi-
ble for energy policy, came on
the back of cuts to Russian oil

production this year by the same
volume as part of Moscow's re-
sponse to Western sanctions
levied over the conflict in
Ukraine. Recent efforts by
OPEC+ to bolster prices by re-
ducing output have not suc-
ceeded, and analysts expressed
doubt this one would be any dif-
ferent despite initial increases
recorded Monday. “It's the usual
knee-jerk reaction to reports of
production cuts,” said |G analyst
Chris Beauchamp. “But given...
it's not a coordinated move from
all (OPEC+) members it seems
hard to imagine there's much
more upside in this.”

AFP

London, UK - Oil prices rose on
Monday after key producers
Saudi Arabia and Russia further
cut crude output in a bid to pro-
tect their precious revenues.

Brent crude, the interna-
tional benchmark, and US
counterpart WTI jumped after
Riyadh extended a voluntary oil
production cut of one million
barrels per day, while Moscow
- whose invasion of Ukraine
last year sparked oil market
turmoil - said it was slashing
exports by 500,000 bpd.

Prices later pared gains as
traders continued to digest the
news from the two biggest
members of the OPEC+ pro-
ducers' alliance.

Asian and European stock
markets meanwhile advanced,
as easing inflation data fuelled
hopes central banks could be
nearing the end of their interest
rate hiking cycle.

Investor sentiment was sub-
dued on the eve of the Inde-
pendence Day holiday in the
United States.

“It's the usual knee-jerk re-
action to reports of production
cuts,” IG analyst Chris
Beauchamp told AFP, when
asked about the latest oil-price

gains. “But given... it's not a co-
ordinated move from all
(OPEC+) members it seems
hard to imagine there's much
more upside in this.”

He also warned that “the
outlook for oil demand remains
firmly under pressure” with
many analysts forecasting re-
cession next year.

Recent efforts by OPEC+ to
bolster prices by reducing out-
put have not succeeded.

In April, several OPEC+
members opted to slash pro-
duction voluntarily by more
than one million bpd - a sur-
prise move that briefly raised
prices but failed to bring about
lasting price recovery.

Brent is down 11% since the
beginning of 2023 and WTI is
down 7%, as a sluggish recov-
ery in China and worries about
a possible economic downturn
cloud the outlook.

“Recession concern in the
Western world continue to
weigh on the oil market senti-
ment,” added UBS analyst Gio-
vanni Staunovo.

“"We continue to expect the
oil market to tighten, and this
should lift oil prices.”

“But financial investors will

likely stay cautious in the short
term.”

Stock markets had jumped
on Friday as data showed infla-
tion cooling in both the United
States and Europe, while Apple
ended a session above US$3tn
in market value for the first
time.

The personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) index - the
US inflation measure closely
watched by the Federal Re-
serve - dropped in May to 3.8%
year-on-year from 4.3% in
April.

In Europe, figures showed
€urozone consumer prices rose
55% in June, slowing from
6.1% in May thanks to adrop in
energy costs.

The Federal Reserve and the
European Central Bank have
warned that more interest rate
hikes are likely, but the latest
data raised hopes they could
soon wind down their mone-
tary tightening.

Tokyo was also boosted
after news that the Bank of
Japan's  closely  watched
Tankan survey of confidence
among the country's largest
manufacturers rose for the first
time in seven quarters.

MSX
gains 17.6
points to
close at
4792

Muscat - Stock Exchange
(MSX) general index (30)
gained 17.6 points on Mon-
day, comprising a rise by
0.37% to close at 4792.00
points, compared to the
last session, which stood at
4774.43 points.

The trading value stood
at RO4,404,460, compris-
ing a drop by 38.7%, com-
pared to the last session,
which stood at
RO7,182,925.

The report released by
MSX pointed out that the
market value went up by
0.095% to reach about
RO23.98bn.

The report added that
the value of shares bought
by non-Omani investors
reached RO254,000,
comprising 5.77%. The
value of shares sold by
non-Omani investors
reached RO443,000,
comprising 10.06%.

The net non-Omani in-
vestment decreased by
4.30% to RO189,000.

CBOissues
financial
stability
indicator

Muscat - The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) announced the
publication of a working paper
unveiling the first ever Composite
Financial  Stability Indicator
(CFS) for the Sultanate of Oman.

The CFSl serves as a compre-
hensive measure to capture the
essence of financial stability in
Oman, providing stakeholders
and policymakers with valuable
insights into the current state
and evolution of financial stabil-
ity over time.

The CFSI aggregates five es-
sential sub-indicators that effec-
tively reflect the financial stability
landscape in Oman, with the ag-
gregate CFSI rated on a scale of
1to 5, with 1 representing lower
stability and 5 higher stability.
These sub-indicators include
banking stability, systemic risk,
debt sustainability, currency sta-
bility and capital market cer-
tainty.

The overall results of the CFSI
from 2008 to 2021, demon-
strates strong stability. However,
during the early stages of the
pandemic, the CFSI of Oman saw
adrop primarily attributed to de-
teriorating debt sustainability,
capital market deterioration, and
increased systemic risk resulting
from the contraction of eco-
nomic activity vis a vis bank lend-
ing and higher lending premiums
during the pandemic period.

The CFSI will be updated an-
nually and made available to the
public through the annually pub-
lished Financial Stability Report,
with the objective of enhancing
transparency and ensuring that
vital information reaches a wide
range of stakeholders. The CBO
reiterates its commitment to
transparency and open commu-
nication with stakeholders.

Oman issues Treasury Bills
worth RO35mn this week

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has this week issued
Treasury Bills amounting to
RO35mn, a report said.

The total issuance of Govern-
ment Treasury Bills amounted to
RO35mn. The value of the allot-
ted Treasury Bills amounted to
RO20mn, for a maturity period
of 28 days, the report added.

The average accepted price
reached R099.665 for every
RO100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at
R0O99.665 per RO100. The aver-
age discount rate and the aver-
age yield reached 4.36696% and
4.38164%, respectively.

Whereas, the value of the al-
lotted Treasury Bills amounted to
RO15mn, for a maturity period of
91days.

The average accepted price
reached R0O98.767 for every
RO100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at
R0O89.765 per RO100. The aver-
age discount rate and the aver-

age yield reached 4.94689%
and 5.00866%, respectively.

Treasury Bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of
Finance, and they provide li-
censed commercial banks the
opportunity to invest their sur-
plus funds.

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) acts as the Issue Manager
and provides the added advan-
tage of ready liquidity through
discounting and repurchase facil-
ities (Repo).

It may be noted that the inter-
est rate on the Repo operations
with CBO is 5.75% while the dis-
count rate on the Treasury Bills
Discounting Facility with CBO is
6.25%.

Furthermore, Treasury Bills
promote the local money market
by creating a benchmark yield
curve for short-term interest
rates. Additionally, the govern-
ment may also resort to this in-
strument whenever felt
necessary for financing its recur-
rent expenditures.

China slaps export curbs on
essential chip-making metals

Beijing, China - China said on
Monday it would slap export
controls on two rare metals es-
sential for the manufacture of
semiconductors over security
concerns, as Beijing and Wash-
ington tussle over the global
market for chips.

Exports of gallium and germa-
nium, of which China is a major
producer, will require a license
from August 1, according to a
guideline issued by the Ministry
of Commerce and China Cus-
toms.

The final recipient of the ex-
ports and the purpose of their
use will have to be specified, the
text said.

The need to ‘preserve security
and national interests’ was the
reason for the measures, it said.

Gallium, which is found in in-
tegrated circuits, LEDs and pho-
tovoltaic panels for solar panels,
among other things, is consid-
ered a critical raw material by the
European Union.

China accounted for 80% of

global gallium production, ac-
cording to a 2020 report by the
European Commission.

Germanium, in turn, is essen-
tial for making optical fibres and
infrared camera lenses, with
80% of it also coming from
China, according to the same re-
port.

The export curbs follow
Washington blacklists of Chi-
nese companies in recent years
aimed at cutting them off from
access to American technolo-
gies, including the most ad-
vanced chips.

China, which is seeking to be-
come self-sufficient in semicon-
ductor design, says those moves
are aimed at maintaining US su-
premacy in the industry.

The United States has also
tightened export restrictions on
semiconductors in recent weeks
and is pushing its allies to do the
same.

From September, the Nether-
lands will impose restrictions on
the export of technologies in-
tended for the manufacture of
electronic chips.

AFP

Tesla nearly doubles deliveries compared to last year

New York, US - US automaker
Tesla beat analyst expectations
in the second quarter, delivering
466,140 vehicles despite a diffi-
cult market, according to its earn-
ings report released on Sunday.

The nearly half million deliver-
ies represent an 83% increase
over the same period last year,
and a 10% rise from the previous
quarter.

Analysts had expected deliv-
eries to come in under 450,000.

From April to June, the Texas-
based electric vehicle giant pro-
duced 479,700 cars - an 85%
increase compared to the second
quarter in 2022.

That brings Tesla's total pro-
duction by the middle of this year
t0 920,508, well on its way to its
goal of manufacturing 1.8mn cars
in 2023 and exceeding expecta-
tions from industry watchers.

“Price cuts implemented early
in 2023 have paid major divi-
dends for Musk & Co. as demand
appears to remain very strong
and production efficiencies have
allowed for the massive deliver-
ies,” analysts from Wedbush Se-
curities wrote in a note to clients.

As competition in the EV sec-
tor heats up, Tesla has made
several price cuts in the United
States, Europe and Asia.

This has also allowed it to
weather declining demand in
China.

“We've taken a view that
pushing for higher volumes and
a larger fleet is the right choice
here versus a lower volume and
higher margin,” CEO Elon Musk
said on an April call discussing
first-quarter results.

In the United States, Tesla has
also benefited from its expanded
eligibility in the government's
US$7,500 tax credit programme
for electric car buyers, part of
President Joe Biden's environ-
mental policy.

AFP
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Bank Muscat launches payment solutions

Business payment solutions,
which enable customers to make
payments effortlessly are an es-
sential step in the success of
modern businesses.

As the leading financial serv-
ice provider in the Sultanate of
Oman, Bank Muscat partners
with thousands of businesses, in-
stitutions and organisations of all
types and sizes ranging from
government entities and large
corporates to micro, small and
medium sized businesses, edu-
cational institutions, non-govern-
mental organisations.

The bank provides different
solutions depending on their
unique requirements and has in-
vited business partners to check
out the full range of payment so-
lutions available to them de-
pending on their unique
requirements.

Today, the bank's payment
solutions include POS (point-of-
sale) terminals, payment links,
QR-code based payments, Dy-
namic Currency Conversions,
Self-checkout Terminals, Inte-
grated POS solutions and Pay-
ment Gateways.

Speaking on the occasion Ab-
dullah Hamood al Jufaili, assis-
tant general manager, Digital
Banking Bank Muscat, Bank
Muscat, said, “Bank Muscat is
committed to empowering our
merchant partners with innova-
tive digital solutions that bring
efficiency and scale in their re-
spective businesses. We are very

happy to note that our partners
are quickly adopting the bank’s
state-of-the-art digital banking
solutions to speed up transac-
tions, optimise the efficiency of
their employees, minimise data-
entry related risks in payment
processes and improve overall
security and cash management.

“We encourage all our part-
ners to explore Bank Muscat's
full range of digital offerings that
can help further supercharge
their customer transactions ex-
perience. The bank will continue

to launch offer the latest financial
services and solutions in line with
global financial trends to its cus-
tomers.”

Digital options to
supercharge retail
businesses

Bank Muscat offers the best-in-
class payment products to help
businesses to expand and reach
newer heights.

The payment acceptance solu-
tions offered by the bank in-
cludes Point of Sale (PoS)

Terminals as well as online pay-
ment options.

The features of the pay-
ment-acceptance solutions in-
clude universal compliance with
up-to-date security features, ac-
ceptance of all domestic and in-
ternational debit, credit and
prepaid cards, prompt payment
settlements, on-site support and
round-the-clock help desk as
well as access to payment re-
ports for ease of reconciliation.
The different options available to
merchant partners include the

following:

PoS terminals: These allow mer-
chants to accept card payments
from Visa, Mastercard and
American Express amongst oth-
ers. Customers can easily make
purchases in line with the latest
payment security standards in
the market using Tap and Pay,
EMV Chip and PIN as well as
magnetic stripe cards.
Integrated PoS terminals: Inte-
gration of PoS terminals with the
checkout counters helps in quick
processing of customer's pur-

chase and provides all the neces-
sary information about their pur-
chase. On the business side,
duplicate entries of sales trans-
action with the PoS and cash reg-
ister is eliminated.

The integration solution can

also handle management reports
to aid sales, analysis and inven-
tory to suit demanding retail
needs.
QR codes: Customers can use
their mobile phone and their
mBanking app to scan a dynamic
or static QR code and make pay-
ments to a merchant. Dynamic
QR codes are displayed on the
PoS device and a customer can
scan it using their Bank Muscat
mBanking app.

The dynamic QR code gen-
erated on the PoS device is indi-
vidual for each transaction and
the payment details are prefilled
to avoid data input errors. The
customer only needs to accept
and complete the payment.

A static QR code on the other
hand only displays the mer-
chant's (recipient’s) details. The
customer has to then manually
enter the amount to be paid and
complete the transaction.
Dynamic currency conversion
(DCC): This is a credit card fea-
ture that allows a customer to
make a PoS credit card purchase
in a foreign country using the
currency of the home country.
Payment links: An online pay-
ment method where the mer-
chant requests instant payments

by generating a request (creating
a payment link) and sharing it
with a customer through SMS or
email.

Self-checkout machines: They
provide a mechanism for cus-
tomers to complete their trans-
action at a retail outlet without
needing a cashier.

Payment kiosk: They can be used
to receive a bill payment and the
backend system can be either a
PoS or a Payment Gateway.
Payment Gateways: These en-
able a merchant to accept online
and offline card payments.

Bank Muscat's payment solu-
tions enable merchant partners
to offer an array of payment op-
tions to their customers.

The bank has deployed ex-
perts to guide partners through
the options available and make
the right choice regarding their
needs. Also available is a support
team that works 24/7 to provide
customer support and a straight-
forward onboarding process.

Whether large or small, Bank
Muscat has the right payment
solution available for all types of
business, depending on their
unique needs.

What is more, the bank’s pay-
ment solutions offer a cus-
tomised user experience for both
merchants and customers.

The bank’s ongoing digitalisa-
tion drive is in line with the goals
of Oman Vision 2040 and will
further enhance financial inclu-
sion in Oman.

Unesco awards Lebanese director
Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture

Actor and director Kassem Istan-
bouli has been awarded by Un-
esco with the 2023 Sharjah
Award for Arab Culture and Arts,
recognising his prominent contri-
bution to Arab culture.

The international committee
of experts in the fields of culture
and arts has chosen the work of
Kassem Istanbouli, founder of the
Lebanese National Theatre, from
many nominations for his conttri-
bution to the creation of an inde-
pendent culture and arts net in
Lebanon, including the restora-
tion of abandoned cinemas in
South and North of Lebanon, the
organisation of international cin-
ema, theater, and music festivals,
the implementation of work-
shops for children and the
youngers, and the creation of in-
ternational bridges promoting the
exchange of artistic experiences
and dialogue, promoting the dis-
semination of Arab artistic expe-
riences and culture in the world.

Sharjah Award for Arab Cul-
ture and Arts was created in
1998 by the initiative of Sheikh
Dr Sultan bin Muhammad al

Quasimi to celebrate Arab cre-
ators and intellectuals, and this
2023 award will be its 19th edi-
tion.

OPAZ organises workshop on
environmental procedures, laws

The Public Authority for Special
Economic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ), represented by the
Compliance and Environmental
Affairs Department, organised a
workshop on general environ-
mental procedures for specialists
from OPAZ and the affiliated
zones.

A number of other stakehold-
ers from different parties con-
cerned about environmental
permits issuance also took part
in the workshop.

The workshop highlighted the
experiences of the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Dugm and the
free zones in Sohar, Salalah and
Al Mazunah with regard to de-
veloping environmental legisla-
tion and regulations in the
compliance and environmental
affairs sector and the procedures
followed in line with the ex-
pected expansion of projects and
activities in these zones, in addi-

tion to discussing the best and
latest practices and experiences
in this field.

Organising this workshop
comes as part of OPAZ efforts to
bring the highest standards of
compliance with environmental
requirements in all operations
and unify environmental proce-
dures in all special economic
zones and free zones that are

overseen by OPAZ in order to fa-
cilitate the procedures for in-
vestors, save time and effort,
improve work efficiency, and
manage roles and responsibilities
between OPAZ and the zones.

Accordingly, this will con-
tribute to creating an attractive
investment environment.

The workshop concluded with
a number of recommendations,

most of which is the establish-
ment of a unified guideline for
general environmental require-
ments for all projects and their
various categories. The guideline
will be implemented in all the
zones as it will contribute effec-
tively to strengthening perform-
ance governance and procedures
in regards with environmental
compliance and legislation.

ARA Petroleum, National University of Science and Technology ink MoU

ARA Petroleum E&P (ARA), a
dynamic energy company within
The Zubair Corporation group
recently signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
the National University of Sci-
ence and Technology in Oman.

The MoU, which was signed
by Dr Omar al Jaidi, General
Manager of ARA EP, and Dr
Salem al Araimi, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor for Academic Affairs
and Provost, on behalf of the uni-
versity, aims to enhance cooper-
ation between the energy and
the academic sectors in the fields
of research and innovation.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr
Jaidi said, “We are aware of the
role the National University plays
in developing a working system
of scientific research and innova-
tion across several fields.

“The MoU with the National
University of Science and Tech-
nology will enhance ties be-
tween the industrial and
academic sectors through inno-
vative solutions and applied re-

search to meet challenges and
raise efficiency within industrial
and energy sectors.”

The National University of
Science and Technology believes
that partnerships with other in-

dustrial organisations enables
the University to lead in in these
sectors by utilising the most di-
verse, highest-attaining student
bodies. These partnerships also
have the potential to make an

impact on curriculum develop-
ment, collaborative teaching
programmes and research net-
works.

Dr Ali bin Saud al Bimani, Vice
Chancellor of National University

of Science and Technology,
added, “The collaboration aims
to find solutions to the chal-
lenges faced by the two institu-
tions, whether in the field of
education or in the field of en-

ergy.” He stressed that the mem-
orandum would help contribute
to the professional development
of students and faculty members
at the University as well as im-
plement joint research projects
in areas of interest to both the
University and ARA. Results and
achievements will be monitored
and evaluated over a period of six
months. “We hope to evaluate
our accomplishments after this
period to continue our journey of
technological  advancements
that aid both entities,” he added.

Established in 2014, ARA Pe-
troleum is a dynamic member of
the Exploration & Production in-
dustry in Oman.

The company is a full cycle
Exploration & Production com-
pany which explores, appraises,
develops, and produces oil & gas
resources both in Oman and in-
ternationally.

ARA operates on the doctrine
of No Harm to People, No Harm
to The Environment and is taking
giant strides towards becoming

a carbon neutral operator. ARA
operates several companies,
namely ARA Petroleum E&P,
ARA Petroleum B-44, ARA Pe-
troleum B-31, and ARA Petro-
leum Tanzania.

The National University of
Science and Technology, as a
private university in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, was established
in the year 2018. The university
was established through the
merger of Caledonian College of
Engineering and Oman Medical
College, two institutions known
for their excellence in providing
undergraduate and postgradu-
ate programmes and scientific
research in the fields of engi-
neering, medicine and phar-
macy.

The university currently in-
cludes the College of Engineer-
ing, the College of Medicine and
Health Sciences, and the College
of Pharmacy, in addition to the
Oman International Maritime
College and the College of Ad-
vanced Technology.
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Qatar top ally, followed by
Kuwait, Egypt: Youth survey

Arab youth consider all the GCC
countries and Egypt as strong al-
lies, a recent survey showed.

In that survey, Qatar was
named as ‘a strong ally or some-
what of an ally’ by 92%, followed
by Kuwait (91%), Egypt (89%),
the UAE (88%) and Saudi Ara-
bia (86%).

For the landmark 15th annual
ASDA'A BCW Arab Youth Sur-
vey, unveiled by ASDA'A BCW,
the Middle East & North Africa’s
leading communications consul-
tancy, young Arabs were also
asked about their views on
Qatar hosting the FIFA World
Cup 2022.

An overwhelming 87% said
the event had galvanised the
Arab world and enhanced Arab
pride, while an equal percentage
said events such as the FIFA
World Cup and Expo 2020
Dubai have promoted greater
understanding of the Arab world
in general.

Sunil John, President, MENA,
BCW and Founder of ASDA'A
BCW, who has led the survey
over the past 15 years, said: “The
annual ASDA'A BCW Arab
Youth Survey has proven to be
an indispensable resource for
global decision makers in gov-
ernment and business seeking a
clearer understanding of a re-
gion that is increasingly influen-
tial in world affairs, yet still an
enigma for many outside it.
Once again, the study sheds new
light on the Arab world's chang-
ing geopolitical landscape.”

“"We conduct this independ-
ent survey every year because
we believe that to understand
the Arab world, one must first
understand the hearts and
minds of its largest demo-
graphic, its youth,” added John.

“The evidence-based insights,
collected through nearly 45,000
face-to-face interviews con-
ducted with young Arabs since
the survey was launched in
2008, inform governments, the
private sector, multilateral insti-
tutions and academics on poli-
cymaking, business strategy and
emerging trends. To ensure its
credibility and the reliability of its
data, we fund the survey entirely
ourselves,” he added.

"All the respondents in this
year's study belong to Genera-
tion Z and the oldest were just
into their teens when the
epochal events of 2008 culmi-
nated in the Arab Spring,” John
said.

“Like the generation before
them who lived through the

global financial crisis, they are
coming to terms with a new re-
ality defined, on the one hand, by
simmering conflicts and the in-
volvement of new world powers
in regional affairs, and on the
other, by regional governments
seeking new alliances and a plat-
form of their own on the world
stage. The implications of these
changes are captured in our lat-
est, and largest, ASDA'A BCW
Arab Youth Survey.”

In  the coming weeks,
ASDA'A BCW will publish in-
sights under the other five
themes covered in the study: My
Politics, revealing what young
Arab say about the performance
of their government; My Liveli-
hood, detailing their views on
education, jobs, and their fi-

nances; My Identity, covering re-
ligion and issues of personal
identity; My Aspirations, the
hopes of young Arabs for the fu-
ture; and My Lifestyle, highlight-
ing their habits, pastimes, and
the media they consume.

“We believe that revealing
the six themes independently
provides an opportunity to bet-
ter absorb these findings and un-
derstand them in the right
context,” added John.

Findings on climate change,
mental health and gender rights
will also be disclosed, making
this year's study the most exten-
sive in the survey's history. The
overall theme of the 15th edition
of the ASDA'A BCW Arab
Youth Survey is ‘Living a New
Reality'.

Sharakah, Muscat Finance
collaborate to drive SME growth,
support Green initiatives

To empower SME growth and
foster impact investment in
Oman, Sharakah and Muscat Fi-
nance have joined forces through
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MolU) signed by Ali bin
Ahmed Mugaibal, CEO of
Sharakah, and Hussain al Lawati,
CEO of Muscat Finance.

By harnessing their combined
expertise and resources, the two
entities aim to facilitate the ex-
pansion of small and medium-
sized enterprises while driving
sustainable development across
the Oman in Green initiatives
and projects.

The MoU outlines a compre-
hensive framework for collabora-
tion, encompassing various key
areas. These include joint efforts
in co-funding impactful sustain-
ability projects, implementing re-
ferral schemes to facilitate equity
funding, partnering in co-spon-
soring programmes for SME de-
velopment, and establishing a
dedicated think tank for the SME
sector in green initiatives.

The MoU sets forth several
primary objectives to be pursued
by the companies Sharakah and

Muscat Finance. Primarily, its
purpose is to establish a dedi-
cated co-funding scheme aimed
at supporting impact investing
and sustainability projects, with
a particular focus on the renew-
able energy sector.

It also outlines the creation of
areferral scheme for equity fund-
ing, whereby Muscat Finance will
refer clients seeking equity fund-
ing to Sharakah. In reciprocation,
Sharakah will provide these
clients with comprehensive
smart funding and support serv-
ices, subject to mutually agreed-
upon terms and conditions.

The parties will also collabo-
rate on the development of pro-
grammes that facilitate the
advancement of strategic initia-
tives, including in-country value
(ICV) and sustainable projects,
with an emphasis on renewable
energy and green initiatives.

Sharakah CEO Ali bin Ahmed
Mugaibal said, “Sharakah always
aims to tap into its pillars by ac-
tively engaging in capacity build-
ing and fostering corporate
partnerships, all while promoting
an entrepreneurial culture.”

“We are excited to collabo-
rate with Muscat Finance in de-
veloping a co-funding
opportunity for impact investing
and sustainability projects, par-
ticularly in the renewable energy
sector,” he further said.

“This partnership will enable
us to support Omani entrepre-
neurs and potential entrepre-
neurs by providing them with
access to funding and develop-
ment programs. We look for-
ward to leveraging our expertise
and resources to co-sponsor
SME development programmes
and initiatives, driving the growth
of the sector,” he added.

Hussain al Lawati, CEO of
Muscat Finance said, “Our col-
laboration with Sharakah holds
great potential for the green ini-
tiatives. By jointly identifying and
supporting Omani entrepreneurs
through the co-funding scheme
and development programmes,
we aim to foster a conducive en-
vironment for their growth. Ad-
ditionally, we will exchange
ideas, share best practices, and
promote the development of the
SME sector in Oman.”

More data
on travel
abroad:
Ooredoo

Ooredoo is offering twice the
standard data for all prepaid
and postpaid customers
using their mobile in selected
countries across the globe, a
release stated.

‘Looking to save money
when travelling abroad this
summer? Want to make
calls, share selfies and down-
load stuff without worrying
about a holiday phone bill?
As always, Ooredoo has
thought about you, and with
its special summer promo-
tion, we've got you covered
on your travels,’ the com-
pany declared, while inform-
ing about the launch of
‘Passport World" and ‘Pass-
port GCC' bundles for all pre-
paid and postpaid customers
during foreign travels.

QOoredoo offers two main
travel bundles; ‘Passport
GCC' and ‘Passport World'
plans are available as daily,
weekly and monthly bundles
to support Ooredoo cus-
tomers in staying connected
and making the most of their
travels. Both bundles are
available starting from RO4,
with a variety of plans to suit
their needs.

Ooredoo Passport GCC
applies to all six countries in
the region. For Passport
World, customers can see
the 96 popular destinations
Ooredoo has covered across
Europe, Asia, the Americas,
and Oceania by visiting
https://www.ooredoo.om/
passport

Malabar Gold forays into Europe; opens London showroom

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, the
6th largest jewellery retailer
globally, has launched their new
showroom in the UK in London.

This marks the global jew-
ellery brand's expansion into its
11th country of operation and its
first foray into the European con-
tinent. Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds currently has an
extensive retail presence of 320
showrooms in India, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Malaysia, Sin-
gapore, the USA and the UK.

The inauguration of the new
showroom was conducted by
Lyn Brown, Member of Parlia-
ment for West Ham and Shadow
Minister for Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development affairs,
in the presence of Abdul Salam
K P, Vice Chairman of Malabar
Group, Shamlal Ahamed, Inter-
national Operations Managing
Director of Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, Faisal A K, Head of Man-
ufacturing at Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, other senior Malabar
Gold & Diamonds management
team members, customers and
well-wishers.

“We are immensely proud to
launch our inaugural showroom
in Europe, in London. What
began as a single jewellery show-
room in 1993 has now grown into
an expansive global enterprise
spanning 11 countries,” said M P
Ahammed, Chairman of Malabar
Group.

"Our dedication to delivering
an exceptional jewellery shop-
ping experience, encompassing
top-quality products and exem-
plary service, has been the driv-
ing force behind our ascent as
the premier Indian international
jewellery retailer. As we mark the
30th anniversary of Malabar
Gold & Diamonds, we are one
step closer to our dream of being

crowned as the world's largest
jewellery retailer. We express
heartfelt appreciation to our cus-
tomers, shareholders, team
members, and associates for
their invaluable support through-
out the years, as they have been
an integral part of our journey,”
he added.

The showroom in London,
which is in the East shopping
centre on Green Street, will
house a wide collection of gold,
diamond and precious gem jew-
ellery in addition to exclusive
brands and collections curated
by Malabar Gold & Diamonds
from over 15 countries. The new
store will also showcase an ex-
tensive collection of bridal jewel-
ery, alongside a wide range of
options for occasional wear, daily
wear & office wear.

“The new showroom in Lon-

don not only marks a significant
milestone for Malabar Gold &
Diamonds but also carries im-
mense importance of being the
cornerstone for our growth aspi-
rations in the region and play a
pivotal role in shaping our future
endeavors and fostering growth
throughout the European conti-
nent,” said Shamlal Ahamed,
Managing Director - Interna-
tional Operations, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds.

Over the years, he said, the
group has catered to the needs
of customers residing in the UK
and Europe through its diverse
array of stores located in India
and the Middle East. “The per-
sistent demand from our cus-
tomers for a physical presence in
Europe has led us to establish
our presence in the region as a
priority,” he pointed out.

In addition to crafting a unique
experience for jewellery lovers in
London, the group also aims to
leverage its experience of adorn-
ing over 10mn brides to redefine
and make bridal jewellery shop-
ping more accessible and con-
venient in Europe, he added.

Abdul Salam K P, Vice-Chair-
man of Malabar Group, high-
lighted that upholding the motto
of ‘Make in India; Market to the
world’, Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds has been instrumental in
the proliferation of Indian jew-
ellery at the global stage; craft-
ing, promoting, and selling
jewellery that is an intersection
of Indian art, heritage, culture
and tradition to a global audi-
ence.

“Our expansion into the
United Kingdom signifies a sig-
nificant step in this direction. The

ambitious and exciting plans that
we have laid out for the future in-
clude strengthening our retail
presence in existing markets, as
well as expansion into new mar-
kets such as Australia, Canada,
South Africa, Egypt, Bangladesh,
Turkey and New Zealand,” he
further commented.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
has consistently demonstrated a
commitment to adapt its opera-
tions and practices to the evolv-
ing technological and business
landscape.

To enhance overall efficiency
and provide exceptional and dif-
ferentiated service to our cus-
tomers, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds has embarked on a
journey of technological ad-
vancement, transforming into a
technology-driven organisation
with omnichannel retail capabil-

ity.

To achieve this, they have
formed strategic partnerships
with renowned global technol-
ogy giants such as Microsoft,
IBM, Accenture, E&Y, and De-
loitte.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds is
renowned globally for offering an
unparalleled jewellery buying ex-
perience with convenience, and
customer-friendly policies along
with the ‘Malabar Promise’ of in-
comparable quality and service
assurance.

Malabar Promise includes a
transparent price tag indicating
stone weight, net weight and
stone charge of the jewellery, as-
sured lifetime maintenance from
any of the showrooms across 11
countries, guaranteed buyback,
IGl and GlA-certified diamonds
ensuring 28-point quality check
of global standards, 100% value
on gold exchange, 100% value
on diamond exchange, jewellery
exchange within 15 days, 100%
UK hallmarked jewellery, re-
sponsible sourcing, fair price pol-
icy, and fair labour practices.

ESG (Environmental, Social &
Governance) has been a primary
commitment of Malabar Group
since its inception in 1993, set-
ting 5% of its net profits towards
such causes in every region of
operation.

The group operates on the
strong belief that the most suc-
cessful companies are the ones
that integrate responsibility and
sustainability into their core busi-
ness. The key focus areas of Mal-
abar Group's ESG initiatives are
Health, Housing, Hunger Eradi-
cation, Education, Environment
& Women empowerment.

The group  periodically
strengthens its ESG goals to re-
main a socially conscious and re-
sponsible organisation.
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Manipur: SC asks for
updated status report

SC sought
updates on
rehabilitation
camps and
recovery

of arms

New Delhi - The Supreme Court
on Monday sought an updated
status report from the State of
Manipur regarding the present
situation and measures taken to
curb the violence in the State.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India D Y Chandrachud, Jus-
tices P S Narasimha and Manoj
Misra directed the State to up-
date the position regarding re-
habilitation camps, recovery of
arms and law and order. The
bench posted the matter for
hearing on July 10 and asked the
government to file a detailed
status report.

The apex court was hearing
a petition filed by the Manipur
Tribal Forum, Delhi seeking the
protection of the Kuki tribe by
the Indian Army.

At the outset, senior advo-
cate Colin Gonsalves, appearing
for the Manipur Tribal Forum,
told the bench that situation in
Manipur has worsened.

Solicitor General of India, ap-
pearing for the State, however,
told the apex court that the sit-
uation is improving slowly,
though slowly'.

Solicitor General said that
the curfew has been reduced to
5 hours a day, which indicates
an improvement.

Civil police, Manipur Com-
mandos, Indian reserve battal-
ions and 114 companies of
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) are among those de-
ployed in areas of violence in
Manipur, he added.

Solicitor General also re-
quested advocate Gonsalves,
the counsel of Manipur Tribal
Forum, to not give any commu-
nal angle like Christians or
something as real human be-
ings are being dealt with.

Gonsalves alleged that one
leader from the Meitei group
came to an interview hosted by
Karan Thapar and gave open
threats against Kukis.

“Last night, three tribals were

Indian Youth Congress workers being detained by security personnel during a protest demanding the

resignation of Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh in New Delhi on Monday (AN

killed and one was beheaded,
the first beheading of tribals.
These are the Meities, they are
the dominant group... The Kukis
are not attacking. The Kukis are
in the villages defending. The
armed groups are crossing the

lines. Army released two press
statements saying women
gather in large numbers and
stop the army and they are not
allowed to do their duty and
protect the people,” claimed
Gonsalves.

Counsel  appearing  for
Meities Organisation said that
there should be an investigation
into the source of assault
weapons and the militant
groups behind the violence.

“The suspicion is that the
militants have come out of the
shelters and are fighting, other-
wise how will you explain the
assault weapons. There should
be a headcount of the militants.
Union of India should look into
this aspect,” he said.

The Manipur Tribal Forum

filing an interlocutory applica-
tion has that the Centre and
State governments' assurances
to the apex court in the case
concerning the recent outbreak
of violence in Manipur are false
and non-serious and it shall not
rely on the ‘empty assurances’
of governments.

The application asked for the
protection of the tribe by the In-
dian Army saying the State and
its police force are not trusted
by the tribe.

It sought “directions to be
passed to the Indian Army to
take full control of the law and
order and public order situation
in the districts of Churachanpur,
Chandel, Kangpokpi, Imphal
East, and Imphal West."

ANI

Next Opposition meeting
to be held in Bengaluru

New Delhi - The next meeting
of Opposition parties will be
held in Bengaluru on July 17
and 18, Congress party's gen-
eral secretary K C Venugopal
said on Monday.

The Congress leader said
that Sunday’s development in
Maharashtra where National-
ist Congress Party chief
Sharad Pawar's nephew Ajit
Pawar was inducted into chief
minister Eknath Shinde's cab-
inet will not impact the Oppo-
sition unity. “After a hugely
successful  All-Opposition
meeting in Patna, we will be
holding the next meeting in
Bengaluru on 17 and 18 July.
We are steadfast in our unwa-
vering resolve to defeat the
fascist and undemocratic
forces and present a bold vi-
sion to take the country for-
ward,” Venugopal took to
Twitter to post.

Launching a scathing at-
tack on Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) over the recent political
drama in Maharashtra, Venu-
gopal said the development
will not affect the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) coalition in
Maharashtra.

“PM Modi made a big alle-
gation recently against the
NCP leaders for corruption
and now we saw this drama. It
is a clear sponsored game of
ED and their agencies. It will
not affect MVA,” Venugopal
said.

“We will fight against BJP
more aggressively. This is not
going to affect opposition
unity; this is NCP's issue.
Sharad Pawar is the tallest
leader of the party and he will
be able to handle the situa-
tion. Some leaders changing
the party does not mean that
the supporters of the party
and other members will go
with them,” the Congress
leader said.

On June 29, NCP chief

Sharad Pawar had said that
the next meeting of Opposi-
tion leaders has been shifted
from Shimla to Bengaluru
owing to the prevailing
weather conditions in Hi-
machal Pradesh. The meeting
he had said will be held on July
13 and 14.

Congress chief Mallikar-
jun Kharge had earlier said
that the next meeting of like-
minded parties will be held in
Himachal Pradesh’s Shimla.
He said that the opposition
parties will meet in Shimla to
chalk out a roadmap for the
formation of an anti-BJP
front for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

“"We will meet again in July
in Shimla to prepare an
agenda on how to move
ahead together while working
in our respective states to
fight BJP in 2024,” Kharge
had said.

ANI

Excise Case: Delhi High Court
rejects bail petition of Sisodia

New Delhi - The Delhi High
Court on Monday rejected the
bail petition of Delhi's former
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia in the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) case related to
alleged irregularities in the Delhi
Excise Policy case.

The Court also dismissed
bail petitions of Vijay Nair, ex-
communication in charge of
Aam Aadmi Party, Abhishek
Boinpally (Hyderabad-based
businessman) and Binoy Babu
Binoy, (manager with a liquor
company Pernod Ricard) in
connection with the same case.
The bench of Justice Dinesh
Kumar Sharma while dismissing
bail petition of Manish Sisodia
said that the court does not find
any infirmity with the trial court
order which had dismissed his
bail.

“The possibility of tampering
with evidence and influencing
witnesses cannot be ruled out
and Section 45 twin condition
isn't satisfied. Bail Denied," said
the court.

The trial court had earlier de-
nied bail to them.

Earlier, Delhi High Court dis-
missed the bail plea of Sisodia in

This file photo shows Manish Sisodia arriving at his residence in Delhi

to meet his ailing wife, on June 3 (AND

a CBl case alleging corruption in
the implementation of a previ-
ous liquor policy in the national
capital. The bench of Justice Di-
nesh Kumar Sharma while
denying bail to Sisodia in the
CBI case, said Sisodia being a
powerful person, there was the
possibility of him influencing the
witnesses.

The Rouse Avenue Court
earlier dismissed the bail plea of
Sisodia stating that ‘this case of
economic offences having seri-
ous repercussions upon the
general public and society at
large as the evidence collected

during investigation speaks vol-
umes of his involvement in the
commission of the said offence’.
Court also noted that some
evidence is also alleged to have
surfaced during the investiga-
tion to show that some part of
the kickback or bribe amount
received from South lobby was
spent or utilised in connection
with the election campaign of
the AAP in Goa and some cash
payments through hawala
channels are alleged to have
been sent to Goa for bearing the
said expenses.
ANI

Blasts in Khartoum as army renews call for volunteers

Wad Madani, Sudan - Explosions
again rocked Sudan's capital
Khartoum on Monday as the
army rallied civilians to take up
arms against a renewed on-
slaught by its paramilitary foes.

The sound of artillery fire
shook the dawn in northwest
Khartoum and progressed to-
wards the centre and east of the
city, witnesses told AFP.

The fighting ‘began at 4am
and is still going’, one resident
said.

The war-torn capital barely
saw a few hours of respite after
heavy clashes on Sunday be-
tween troops loyal to army chief
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and the
paramilitary Rapid  Support
Forces (RSF).

The army announced on
Monday it was ready to ‘receive
and prepare’ volunteer fighters,
after Burhan last week urged Su-
danese 'youth and all those able
to defend' to join the military.

War-weary civilians have
largely rejected the call, pleading

People buy fruits from a street vendor at a market in Gadaref city in war-

torn Sudan on Sunday (AFP)

for an end to the relentless war
between Burhan and his former
deputy, RSF commander Mo-
hamed Hamdan Daglo.

Apart from Khartoum, some
of the worst fighting has been in
the vast western region of Darfur,
where late on Sunday RSF forces
‘attacked the military base’ in
Nyala, the capital of South Dar-
fur. Since April 15, nearly 3,000
people have been killed in the vi-

olence. However, medics warn
the death toll is likely to be much
higher, with about two-thirds of
health facilities in combat areas
still ‘out of service'.

A further 2.2mn people have
been displaced within the coun-
try, with another 645,000 fleeing
across borders, according to the
International Organization for
Migration.

Darfur is home to a quarter of

Sudan’s population and is still
scarred by a two-decade war.
Residents there as well as the
United Nations, United States
and others, say civilians have
been targeted and killed for their
ethnicity by the RSF and allied
Arab militias.

Targeting civilians

The RSF has been accused of in-
tentionally targeting civilians in
Darfur, including by shooting
people fleeing towards the Cha-
dian border.

The paramilitaries have also
been identified as the main per-
petrators of conflict-related sex-
ual assault by survivors in both
Darfur and Khartoum.

According to the governmen-
tal Combating Violence Against
Women and Children Unit, most
of the 42 survivors in Khartoum -
and all of the 46 survivors in the
Darfur cities of Nyala and El
Geneina - said they were as-
saulted by RSF fighters.

Late on Sunday, the RSF an-

nounced it was cracking down on
‘looting and vandalism, particu-
larly the theft of civilian cars'.

Since the conflict began, RSF
fighters - highly mobile and em-
bedded in densely populated
neighbourhoods - have been ac-
cused of widespread break-ins
and looting.

Residents have been forcibly
evicted from their homes, had
their vehicles stolen or learned
after fleeing Khartoum that their
homes were being used as bases.

The force, which traces its ori-
gins to the notorious Janjaweed
militia recruited in the early
2000s to crush a rebellion by
ethnic minority groups in Darfur,
announced last week it had
begun to try some of its ‘undisci-
plined’ members.

More than half of Sudan's
population is now in need of aid
and protection, according to UN
figures. The situation has been
especially horrific in Darfur, a re-
gion the size of France.

AFP

Israeli army operation kills
eight in West Bank

Continued from

"There is bombing from the air
and an invasion on the ground,"
said Mahmoud al-Saadi, director
of the Palestinian Red Crescent
in Jenin. "Several houses and
sites have been bombed... smoke
is rising from everywhere."

Eight people were killed and
50 wounded, 10 seriously, the
Palestinian health ministry said -
- exceeding the toll of seven dead
in an Israeli army raid in Jenin
two weeks ago which saw the
rare use of helicopter missile fire.

Monday's operation featured
"brigade-level" troop numbers,
said Israeli army spokesman
Richard Hecht, while Foreign
Minister Eli Cohen told reporters
that "we are striking the terror-
ism hub with great strength".

Jenin resident Badr Shagoul
told AFP that "l saw them taking
bulldozers into the camp, they
were destroying buildings ...
These were people's homes."

Israel had already stepped up

armed operations in recent
weeks in the northern West
Bank. Jenin camp resident Mah-
moud Hawashin, speaking at a
crowded hospital, said the situa-
tion was "catastrophic and for
every action there is a reaction. If
there is more Palestinian blood
shed, there will be more Israeli
blood shed."

The Palestinian group Islamic
Jihad said "all options are open to
strike the enemy in response to
its aggression in Jenin".

In a separate incident, a Pales-
tinian youth was killed by Israeli
fire near the West Bank city of
Ramallah, the Palestinian health
ministry said. The Israeli army
said that in Jenin it had struck a
"joint operations centre" of a
group called the Jenin Brigade, as
well as a weapons depot, an "ob-
servation and reconnaissance”
site, and a hideout for those al-
leged to have carried out recent
attacks on Israeli targets.

AFP
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Janet Yellen to visit China, raising
need to ‘responsibly manage' ties

Washington, US - Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen is set to visit
Beijing this week, the United
States said on Sunday, marking
the second trip by a cabinet offi-
cial to China since ties between
the world's top two economies
deteriorated earlier this year.

Yellen is expected to discuss
with her counterparts the impor-
tance for both countries ‘to re-
sponsibly manage our
relationship, communicate di-
rectly about areas of concern,
and work together to address
global challenges’, said the Treas-
ury Department in a statement.

Yellen's planned July 6-9 trip
comes just weeks after Secretary
of State Antony Blinken met
China's top leader President Xi
Jinping and Foreign Minister Qin
Gang in Beijing in June.

Blinken was the highest-rank-
ing US official to visit the Chinese
capital in nearly five years, and Xi
said on the rare trip that he saw
headway in the strained relation-
ship between Washington and
Beijing.

In Beijing, Yellen will discuss
how the United States views its
economic relationship  with
China, a senior Treasury official
said on Sunday.

She will meet with senior Chi-
nese officials and leading US
firms, the American spokesper-
son said without providing
specifics.

While the US seeks to secure
its national security interests and
protect human rights, actions to
this effect are ‘not intended to
gain economic advantage over
China’, the official added.

Washington also looks to-

This file photo shows US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen speaking about the US-China economic relationship at

Johns Hopkins University's School of Advanced International Studies in Washington, DC. on April 20 (AFpP)

wards 'healthy’ ties with Beijing
and does not seek to decouple
the economies, while pursuing
cooperation on urgent chal-
lenges like climate change and
debt distress, the American of-
ficial said.

The United States does not
expect ‘significant breakthrough’
from this initial trip, but it does
aim to build longer-term chan-
nels of communication with
China, the Treasury official
added.

Restarting
engagement
“| think the US government is
clearly trying to put some floor
under the deterioration of the
economic relationship,” Edward
Alden, a senior fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR) told AFP, speaking on the
Treasury secretary's intentions to
visit China.

A Yellen trip could ‘restart a
steady pattern of engagement at
lower levels’, he said, adding that

the US has shifted from being am-
biguous about how far it was sup-
porting decoupling to explicitly
adopting a strategy of ‘derisking’
instead. This means ‘focusing on
a narrower range of items that
have strategic importance, trying
to build fences around those
items, but otherwise trying to
continue to nurture a reasonably
robust US-China economic rela-
tionship’, Alden said.

But observers do not expect a
quick resolution to tensions.

President Joe Biden's adminis-
tration is considering a pro-
gramme to restrict certain US
outbound investments involving
sensitive technology with key na-
tional security implications - an
issue that has riled Chinese offi-
cials. Other possible sticking
points include amendments to

China's anti-espionage law which
recently broadened the definition
of spying while banning the
transfer of information relating to
national security - a move that
has spooked foreign and domes-
tic businesses.

The senior Treasury official
told reporters on Sunday that
Washington intends to commu-
nicate its concerns over the law.

While significant disagree-
ments may not be resolved in a
single trip, the US seeks to
deepen and increase the fre-
quency of communication with
China and to ‘stabilise the rela-
tionship’, avoiding miscommuni-
cation and expanding
collaboration where possible, the
official said.

Global growth,

debt problems

For the US, discussions with offi-
cials from the world's second
biggest economy ‘are important
to help spur stronger global eco-
nomic growth and to tackle the
mounting debt problem of the
Global South’, said Wendy Cut-
ler, vice president at the Asia So-
ciety Policy Institute, discussing a
prospective Yellen visit.

On Beijing's part, officials are
‘looking for concrete steps taken
by the US to show that ‘decou-
pling’ and holding back China is
not the ultimate goal of the
United States’, Cutler added.

But despite US policies that
have drawn ire from Beijing, offi-
cials likely have an awareness of
China's continued export de-
pendence and the importance of
the US market, CFR’s Alden said.
AFP

Farmers planting rice at night-time in Hanoi on Saturday (Afp)

Vietnam farmers
toilin thedark as
heatwave looms

Hanoi, Vietnam - It's 3 am and
pitch black when rice farmer
Tran Thi Lan heads into water-
logged fields on the outskirts of
Hanoi to begin planting, desper-
ate to finish before the day's bru-
tal heat arrives.

Planting in the dark has be-
come a saviour for countless
farmers in north and central
Vietnam during increasingly hot
summers as South and South-
east Asian nations battle record-
high temperatures this year.

“It's so hard to plant the rice
when the strong sun is directly
on my back and the warm water
in the field splashes my face,”
Lan, 47, told AFP.

Lan had managed a few days
of daytime planting during a brief
respite from the heat.

But she switched to night
work as another heatwave de-
scended on northern Vietnam in
early July, with forecasters pre-
dicting a long stretch where daily
temperatures would exceed 37
degrees Celsius (98 degrees
Fahrenheit).

"With not enough light, the
planting might not be on a
straight line,” Lan acknowledges,
as she quickly buries some roots

into a patch of paddy illuminated
by her head lamp.

Like Lan, 62-year-old farmer
Nguyen Hung Phuong will now
work from 4pm to 9pm and
again from 3am to 9am.

"With extremely high temper-
atures, it's very uncomfortable
and exhausting to work during
daytime, although of course | can
see more clearly,” Phuong said.

Working at night made him
‘more productive and less dis-
tracted’, he said.

Night planting began a few
years ago at Nguyen Thi Hanh's
farm. "Our parents did not have
head lamps. The weather was
also not as hot,” 56-year-old
Hanh said.

Night planting has its advan-
tages for the rice, which Hahn
said is sensitive to extremes in
temperature. “It's in fact much
better because the water is
cooler, and more suitable for the
young plant”, Hanh said.

Day or night, farmers such as
Lan and Phuong can earn up to
US$40 a day, a large sum in a
country where labourers in rural
areas normally earn around
US$250 each month.

AFP

China to widen cooperation
with Russian navy: Minister

Beijing, China - China's de-
fence minister said on Monday
he hoped to expand naval co-
operation with Russia, in the
highest-level public talks be-
tween military officials from
the two countries since a failed
mutiny in Russia last month.

Li Shangfu spoke in Beijing
with Nikolai Yevmenov, head
of the Russian navy, and said
he hoped both countries could
‘strengthen communication at
all levels’, according to a read-
out from the Chinese defence
ministry.

He also said the two should
‘regularly organise joint exer-
cises, joint cruises and joint
military skills competition’, as

well as ‘expand practical coop-
eration in professional fields'.
Moscow and Beijing should
‘make positive contributions to
maintaining regional and world
peace and stability’, he said.
Yevmenov said the two
countries should ‘continue to
expand exchanges at all levels
of the two countries’ navies’
and ‘continuously push the re-
lationship between the two
militaries to new heights’, Bei-
jing's readout said. The talks
were the most high-level be-
tween Chinese and Russian
military officials since the
short-lived rebellion by Wag-
ner mercenary group.
AFP

Wagner boss ‘gone off the rails’ over money: Russian TV

Moscow, Russia - A top Russian
propagandist on Sunday accused
the Wagner boss of going ‘off the
rails’ after receiving billions in
public funds, as Moscow's new
narrative takes shape after Wag-
ner's brief mutiny.

Last weekend the head of the
Wagner  mercenary  group,
Yevgeny Prigozhin, led his forces
in a short-lived rebellion against
Russia's top military brass, in a
huge embarrassment for the
Kremlin.

"Prigozhin has gone off the
rails because of big money,”
Dmitry Kiselev, one of the main
faces of the Russian propaganda
machine, said on his weekly tele-
vision show on Sunday.

"He thought that he can chal-
lenge the defence ministry, the
state itself and the president

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the chief of Russian mercenary group Wagner (Afp)

personally.”

Kiselev said that Wagner's op-
erations in Syria and Africa had
given Prigozhin a feeling of im-
punity that was later reinforced
by his rag-tag forces’ battlefield
successes in eastern Ukraine.

Without providing any evi-
dence, Kiselev said Wagner had

received more than 858bn rubles
(US$9.7bn) in state funds.

In a stunning admission earlier
this week, President Vladimir
Putin said for the first time that
Russian authorities ‘fully’ fi-
nanced the paramilitary outfit.

Between May 2022 and May
2023, Wagner received more

than 86bn rubles from the Russ-
ian state, Putin said.

Private mercenary groups are
banned under Russian law.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported on Sunday that agents
from the Federal Security Serv-
ices have raided the headquar-
ters of the Wagner Group in St.
Petersburg to find evidence
against Prigozhin.

The headquarters said on Sat-
urday on Telegram that it was
moving but would remain opera-
tional albeit under a ‘new format'.

Targeted by sanctions from
Washington and  Brussels,
Prigozhin had for years operated
in the shadows but has cata-
pulted into the limelight since
Putin sent troops into Ukraine in
February 2022.

In profanity-laced diatribes, he

accused the Russian military of
attempting to ‘steal’ victories
from Wagner in eastern Ukraine
and slammed Moscow's ‘mon-
strous bureaucracy’ for slowing
military gains.

Prigozhin was allowed to re-
cruit fighters from prisons and in
March, Russian lawmakers ap-
proved legislation introducing
lengthy prison terms for those
who criticise ‘volunteer groups'’
such as Wagner.

Last month Prigozhin aban-
doned his advance on Moscow
and struck a deal with the Krem-
lin under which he accepted exile
in neighbouring Belarus.

Many political observers saw
Prigozhin's attempt at insurrec-
tion as a sign that Putin's grip on
power is weakening.

AFP

‘Russian roulette’: Last residents brave shelling in east Ukraine

Avdiivka, Ukraine - Viktor Groz-
dov was in a hole.

Wearing a cap and thick
glasses, the Ukrainian pensioner
was lying at the bottom of a shell
crater, trying to pick himself up
and gather the food that had
spilled out of his shopping bags.

In the eastern Ukrainian town
of Avdiivka, battered by shelling
since 2014, Grozdov had strayed
into the crater while returning
from a grocery store in April this
year. An AFP team pulled him
out, found his shopping and saw
him on his way back home.

This week journalists tracked
him down again, with help from
local officials, since the town has
almost no communications.

"I was walking along the av-
enue and thought I'd quickly walk
round the hole where the shell
fell - or abomb, | don't know," re-
called Grozdov, sitting in his flat
near the town's former cinema.

"I stumbled as | stepped and
fell in. | tried to get out but the
earth was loose and slipping
under me, | couldn't get out at
all.” Despite having no intact
buildings, mains water or elec-
tricity, Avdiivka still has 1,719 in-
habitants, according to Vitaliy
Barabash, the head of the town's
military administration.

"Around 60 per cent are peo-
ple aged 65 and over,” he told
AFP.

A suburb of the city of
Donetsk built around a huge
coke fuel plant, Avdiivka is eerie
and very dangerous.

It gets shelled on average 30
times per day, the town's chief
said.

“In the last four months or so,
there hasn't been a day without
aerial or rocket strikes.”

Grozdov uses a stick to walk
outside and keeps to routes he
knows well.

Viktor Grozdov, 77, speaks in the kitchen of his damaged flat in the

frontline town of Avdiivka, Donetsk region, on June 28 (AFP)

‘Won’t go anywhere’
Despite his poor vision adding a
further obstacle, Grozdov, a wiry
77-year-old, is determined to
stay where his wife and son are
buried.

“Whatever happens, | won't
go anywhere now,” he said.

“My soul is at home, it's not
trying to leave. I'm not anxious,
I've become calm.”

In his flat, all the windows
have glass blown out and there is
a sheet hung across one.

The wallpaper is peeling
around formal family photo-
graphs. There is aradio set on his
bed and bottles of sunflower oil
and tinned food in the bath.

Volunteers bring Grozdov
water and supplies, and he can
cook on a camping stove.

When shelling starts, Grozdov
said he hides in the bathroom
and sometimes lies flat on the
floor.

He appears to pay no atten-
tion to the sound of incoming
tank rounds outside.

After his mother was killed
when he was a baby, he grew up
in a children’s home in Donetsk.

He then worked at Avdiivka's
coke plant most of his life.

Grozdov's neighbour, 63-
year-old Vitaliy Zemin, sits in the
cellar carving wooden animals -
a hippo, a turtle, a monkey -
wearing a head torch.

“It distracts you from the

thoughts a person has all the
time: about people, about
Ukraine, about why there isn't
any peace,” he said.

‘Russian roulette’

The main respite for residents is
a public shelter in a cellar where
volunteers provide food and hot
drinks, and they can use Wi-Fi,
watch TV and charge devices.

Around 25 people sat there on
Wednesday, mostly wearing
headphones and engrossed in
phones and tablets.

Pavel, 65, whose spectacles
only have one arm, was watching
war news on a tablet.

The retired factory worker
said this was the only time he
could relax.

“It's safe in the cellar. There's
light, there's internet. At home
you wonder if a strike will hit you
or not - it's like Russian roulette.”
AFP
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Mayors hold anti-riot
rallies as arrests fall

Paris, France - Demonstrations
began at French town halls on
Monday opposing nearly a
week of violent protests over a
teen's fatal shooting by police,
even as the first signs emerged
that the unrest was beginning to
ease.

The government has battled
riots and looting since 17-year-
old Nahel M was shot dead by
a police officer during a traffic
stop on Tuesday, reviving long-
standing accusations of racism
against the French police force.

During a sixth consecutive
night of unrest, a fireman died
while seeking to douse burning
vehicles north of Paris but it was
unclear if there was a link to the
violent protests, the interior
ministry said.

Monday's demonstrations -
called a 'mobilisation of citizens
for a return to republican order’
- came after the home of the
mayor of a Paris suburb was
rammed with a flaming car,
prompting widespread outrage.

In a statement, an associa-
tion of the country's mayors
noted that areas ‘everywhere
in France are the scene of seri-
ous unrest, which targets re-
publican symbols with
extreme violence'.

Seeking to quell what has be-
come one of the biggest chal-
lenges to President Emmanuel
Macron since he took office in
2017, the interior ministry again
deployed 45,000 police and

Perpignan Mayor Louis Alliot speaks during a nationwide action in Perpignan, southern France, on Monday,

after France's mayors called to gather in front of all town halls at midday, invoking ‘civic mobilisation’ (aFp)

gendarmes nationwide
overnight on Sunday to Mon-
day, the same figure as the pre-
vious two nights.

A total of 157 people were

arrested in relation to the unrest

nationwide, according to the in-
terior ministry - a fraction of the
number taken into custody the
night before.

Three police officers were
also wounded.

Among 3,200 people ar-
rested in rioting since Tuesday,
the average age was 17 and
some were ‘children, there is
no other word, of 12 or 13, In-
terior Minister Gerald Dar-
manin said on a visit to eastern
city Reims.

Internal affairs investigators
on Monday began interviewing
a passenger in the car Nahel
was driving without a licence, a
police source told AFP.

‘Threatened

with death’

Vincent Jeanbrun, the conser-
vative mayor of L'Hay-les-
Roses outside Paris, had his
home rammed with a burning
car with the aim of setting it on
fire, breaking the leg of his wife
who was at home with their
children aged five and seven.

The attack was condemned
across the spectrum including
by the hard left, while prosecu-
tors have opened an attempted
murder investigation.

‘There is no doubt that they
wanted to burn the house' and,
when ‘they realised that there
was someone inside, far from

stopping, they set off a broad-
side of fireworks mortars’, Jean-
brun told TF1 late on Sunday.

“l never would have imag-
ined that my family would be
threatened with death,” he
added.

The 24-year-old fireman
who died was fighting a fire in
an underground car park in the
suburb of Seine-Saint-Denis
north of the capital, Darmanin
said.

‘An investigation is under-
way' to determine the circum-
stances of the vehicle fires, the
interior ministry added.

A police source, who asked
not to be named, indicated
there was likely no link to the
riots: “It would be going too far.
Likely this is not the case, it is
not an area affected by urban
violence.”

Nadia, the grandmother of
Nahel, who was of Algerian ori-
gin, said on Sunday that rioters
were only using his death as a
‘pretext’ and called for calm.

Although the violence ap-
pears to be diminishing, ques-
tions remain about its origins.

“I can't support people
smashing and burning things,
who would?"” said Fatiha Ab-
douni, 52, founder of awomen'’s
association in Nahel's home
town Nanterre. Nevertheless,
‘now we have to listen to the
young people, their frustration
and anger’, she added.

AFP

Donations for policeman who sparked riots top $1m

Paris, France - A collection for
a French policeman who
sparked nationwide riots last
week by shooting a teenager
dead reached more than
€986,000 (US$1.07mn) on
Monday, dwarfing donations
to the victim's family.

More than 40,000 people
have pledged money to the
online fund for the officer, set
up on the website
Gofundme.com by a far-right
media commentator.

The collection easily out-
stripped the €189,000 gath-

ered for the family of the dead
17-year-old, Nahel, who is of
north African origin and lived
with his mother on a housing
estate in a west Paris suburb.

Nahel's grandmother said
she was ‘heartbroken’ by the
support shown for the police-
man. “He took the life of my
grandson. This man must
pay, the same as everyone,”
she told the BFM channel on
Sunday. “l have confidence in
the justice system. | believe
in justice.”

The shooting, during a traf-

fic stop, has exposed deep po-
litical divisions in France.

Many right-wing figures are
seeking to defend the security
forces, while those on the left
see the death as a conse-
quence of systemic racism in
the police.

Widespread rioting and
looting since Tuesday appear
to have deepened the polari-
sation. Politicians from the
centrist ruling party and on the
left have condemned the col-
lection for the policeman,
which was launched by far-

right commentator Jean Mes-
siha - himself close to anti-
Islam politician Eric Zemmour.

“Jean Messiha is playing
with fire,” ruling party MP Eric
Bothorel wrote on Twitter,
calling it ‘indecent and scan-
dalous'. The head of the So-
cialist party, Olivier Faure,
addressed a message to Go-
fundme, saying they were fa-

cilitating a ‘shameful’
collection.
Senior  hard-left  MP

Mathilde Panot highlighted
how a collection for a former

boxer who had punched sev-
eral police officers during ‘Yel-
low Vest' anti-government
demonstrations in 2019 had
been quickly closed by author-
ities. “Killing a young North
African, in France in 2023, can
earn you a lot of money,” she
wrote.

Messiha, a former advisor
to far-right leader Marine Le
Pen, celebrated on Twitter
when his fund overtook the
one for the family of Nahel at
the weekend.

AFP

International office
probing Russia over
Ukraine war opens

The Hague, Netherlands - An
international office to probe
Russia for the war crime of
aggression opened in The
Hague on Monday in what
Ukraine called a ‘truly his-
toric' first step towards a tri-
bunal for Moscow's
leadership.

The centre will investigate
and gather evidence for any
future trial that could bring
Kremlin and Russian military
figures to justice for invading
their pro-Western neigh-
bour. Its aim is to plug a legal
gap left by the fact that the
International Criminal Court
(ICC) currently has no man-
date to prosecute aggression
- the core war crime of
launching a war against an-
other country.

The new International
Centre for the Prosecution of
the Crime of Aggression
Against Ukraine (ICPA) fea-
tures prosecutors from Kyiv,
the European Union, the
United States and the ICC.

Speaking as the centre
opened, Ukraine Prosecutor
General Andriy Kostin said a
special tribunal for the Russ-
ian leadership was now '‘in-
evitable'. “"We are gathered
here on the occasion of a
truly historic moment - |
would say an epoch-defining
moment,” Andriy told a
news conference at the EU
judicial office Eurojust, where
the ICPA is based.

Kostin said the opening of
the centre was a ‘clear signal
that the world is united and
unwavering on the path to
holding the Russian regime
accountable for all its
crimes’. He added that the

‘crime of aggression is an
original sin, the commission
of which opened the flood-
gate for 100,000 other inter-
national crimes’.

Kyiv has been pushing for
a special tribunal since the
discovery of hundreds of
bodies after Russian troops
withdrew from the town of
Bucha near the Ukrainian
capital in April 2022.

‘Unlawful war’
International support has
grown steadily, and the Euro-
pean Commission then an-
nounced the creation of the
ICPA in February.

The United States then
announced that it would join
last month - despite the fact
that, like Russia, it is not a
member of the ICC.

US Assistant Attorney
General Kenneth Polite said
justice officials have now
handed over the first tranche
of evidence to the centre.

Polite told the news con-
ference that Washington
was ‘proud to stand with our
European partners’ in prose-
cuting ‘Russia’s unlawful war
of aggression against the
people of Ukraine'.

The United States also
backed a special tribunal for
aggression, he added.

EU Justice Commissioner
Didier Reynders said Mon-
day's launch showed Kyiv's
allies would ‘stand with
Ukraine for as long as it
takes'. “We cannot tolerate
the gross violation of the
prohibition of the use of
force,” he told the news con-
ference.

AFP

WALK

French tightrope walker Nathan Paulin walks on a rope above the Plaza
de Catalunya square in Barcelona, with the Sagrada Familia basilica in
the background, as part of the GREC festival, on Sunday (AFp)

Ukraine claims making gains after “difficult’ combat

Kyiv, Ukraine - Ukraine on Mon-
day reported making gains in the
south and east over the past
week in difficult fighting to dis-
lodge Moscow's heavily en-
trenched forces.

While Russia’s security serv-
ice (FSB) said it had foiled an as-
sassination attempt on the head
of Crimea, a southern peninsula
annexed by Russia in 2014.

Kyiv's troops, which have
faced intense resistance in their
counteroffensive launched last
month, have urged Western al-
lies for more military support.

“Last week was difficult on the
frontline. But we are making
progress,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said. “We
are moving forward, step by
step!”

Deputy Defence Minister
Ganna Malyar noted that Ukrain-
ian forces over the past week re-
captured nine square kilometres
(four square miles) in the east
and 28sgkm in the south.

Ukraine's forces have taken

A woman walks past a building damaged by strikes in the town of Shebekino, near the Ukrainian border in

Belgorod province, on Saturday (AFp)

back over 158sgkm in the south
since the start of the counterof-
fensive, Malyar said.

Kyiv's troops have come up
against heavily entrenched Russ-
ian defensive positions both
along the southern and eastern

fronts. Malyar said Ukrainian
troops were fighting ‘fierce’ bat-
tles around the eastern flash-
point city of Bakhmut. Russian
forces were also on the offensive,
and in recent days launched new
assaults towards Svatove, in the

eastern Lugansk region.

On Sunday, Malyar said Rus-
sia was advancing near Svatove,
as well as near Avdiivka, Mari-
inka and Lyman.

“The situation is quite compli-
cated,” she said.

‘Oath and duty’

“Ukraine did not reach its goals
in any of the sectors,” Russian
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu
said, claiming that nearly all

Leopard tanks provided by
Poland and Portugal had been
destroyed.

Shoigu and the conventional
army faced a serious challenge
last month when the head of the
Wagner mercenary group led his
forces in a rebellion against
Moscow's top military brass.

In his first comments address-
ing the short-lived mutiny,
Shoigu said on Monday the re-
bellion ‘did not affect the opera-
tions of the troops'.

“The plans failed primarily be-
cause the personnel of the
armed forces showed loyalty to
their oath and military duty,” he
said.

Following the rebellion, the
Kremlin gave Wagner fighters
the choice of signing contracts
with the Russian defence min-
istry, returning to civilian life or

going into exile in Moscow-allied
Belarus.

Russia however said there
was no need for further mobilisa-
tion to replace the Wagner
troops that left the battlefield.

Kyiv is fighting to try to recap-
ture its territories in the east and

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

south, including the Crimea
peninsula, annexed by Russia in
2014.

In Crimea, the Russian secu-
rity service (FSB) said on Mon-
day it had foiled an attempt on
the life of the Moscow-installed

head of Crimea, Sergei Aksy-
onov. The FSB said it had de-
tained a suspect - ‘a Russian
national born in 1988 who had
been recruited by officers of
Ukraine's  Security  Service
(SBU)'.

It added that the suspect was
held while ‘removing the explo-
sive device from its hiding place'.

Aksyonov thanked the FSB for
preventing the attack and said
the perpetrators would be pun-
ished. “Only by fulfilling the ob-
jectives of the military operation
in Ukraine... can we completely
get rid of the terrorist threat from
the side of Kyiv,"” he said.

Moscow annexed Crimea
from Ukraine after a referendum
widely regarded as a sham by
Kyiv and Western countries.

Increased attacks on Russian-
occupied territories preceded the
highly-expected counteroffen-
sive, which Ukraine launched last
month after accumulating West-
ern-made weapons.

AFP
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1) Voice amplifier

5) Liability's opposite

16) Proficient

17) Bible-reading lisper's

"Here's proof'

50) Goodyear vessels
52) Crumpets go-with
55) Major historical time pe-

60) Emulated a lazy lisper?
63) Sister of your father
64) Out of the ordinary

pected
12) Needing a doctor's care

13) Decide who is out of

24) Ninth months, briefly
25) "One-_ Jacks" (Brando
film)

26) Like a beet

10) Lowly poker hand riod bounds

»
14) With a fresh twist 56) Mai_ (rum drink) 18) Cylindrical hat
15) Sparkly headpiece 57) Mineral in bananas 19) Boot camp attendee

57) Do some bartending
58) Unfooled by
59) Merchandising event

60) Scottish beret
61) Color quality
62) Eggy seasonal drink

20) What masseurs work 65) Certain building block 28) Inside the foul |

out 66) New York club nside the foul line

21) "Puppet” ending 67) "Ewww!” 30? Official language of

22) Before of yore 68) Eve's first home India ] ) ]

23) Type of Buddhism DOWN 3D TI"1e final word in movies

24) Tally-keeper 1) Some photo finishes i:; ifnrj':]::lﬁc <eabirds : : - :
27) Feudal flunky 2)"Isithot_or is it just sy weepngwiow forone LELA[C[TIM[uls[TTs li E[A[m
29) Transparent, as hosiery me?" 38) You pay it as you go E UIR|O AR E|A|L i 1] LN Iy
32) Affirmative asea 3) Sharper, as vision 39) Resident %-; : ; ON ,; '; : ° T ': : T
33) Animal in the horse 4) Some black sheep 40) Link letters? e iy SR R|Y

family 5) Make things right 47) Tie up the phone R L|IAlS _ 5| plalsh

36) Entered, as data 6) Sounds that cause traffic 45) Frolicking aquatic ani- E UlR s . K|Aa

38) Like the frustrated lisper stoppages mals L R :‘ TlE 1 L:

who needs to work out? 7) Expresses orally 47) Restrained, as a horse é ? : T

41) "Try the back door!" 8) Arrow-shooting god 48) It may be held or nursed 1 g v

42) Sault_ Marie 9) Greek "T" 49) Delilah's victim E EE Wials
43) Thing worn by priests 10) Bullfighter's entrance 51) LeBlanc and Damon lalL RID ANIT
44) Dashboard device march 53) Lightens, as a burden S|L G|G UNIA
46) Units of work or energy 11) Diverge from the ex- 54) "Has" anagram HIA EIE LIAIG

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Today, things could seem topsy-turvy when the people who usually

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Your charm has no bounds today. You'll be making people smile left and

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21

It's easy to stay true to your goals in life right now because you're

right whether you're trying to or not. Obviously, this is a great day to don't see things your way suddenly agree with everything you say. And having so much fun pursuing them! Who knew that working toward

make the most of your interpersonal connections. People will have an the people you can always trust to be in your corner are now your dream could involve so much laughter and friendship? Just

TEST YOUR

incredibly hard time saying no to you now. If you're looking for a powerful questioning your suggestions! Have you changed or has everyone else? because there's a smile on your face doesn't mean you're not working

business contact or an introduction to a new cutie, ask away! Your Well, odds are you're the one who is coming around to a new way of hard, so don't you dare feel guilty about having such a good time when

request will not only be honored, but the person you ask will do whatever thinking. You're learning how important it is to understand your some of your friends are struggling. Your path is one you've created for

they can to make it happen. audience. To win people over, you have to think like them. yourself. You're reaping what you have sown.

01. The Nazca Plate, part of the
earth's lithosphere, lies under
which ocean?

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20 1 VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22 CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Don't be surprised if you're bored with stuff right now. Your soul is Any impulse buys you make today might provide you with a few hours of / } This is going to be a very good detail-planning day for you. Your mind A. Pacific
looking for more stimulation, but the right way to satisfy it isn't to go out AK\ fun, but you can forget about any long-lasting value, so make sure you is crystal clear, and your day will be free from any major distractions. If B. Indian

into the world in search of an adventure. It may seem counterintuitive, don't spend a lot of money on them! If lasting enjoyment is what you're you need to take care of any travel arrangements, this is the right time C. Atlantic
but the best way to satisfy your restlessness is to spend as much of your after, you don't have to spend any money at all to find it. Taking a walk to do it. Everyone you need to talk to will be available, your preferred D. Antarctic

day alone as possible. It's a good day to indulge yourself in any way you with friends or visiting a favorite relative is free and will fill you with a dates will be available, and if you lay on some of your trademark

want. You can let the rest of the world fade away and clearly see what calm and enduring kind of happiness, a happiness you just can't buy. charm, you can expect some wonderful charm in return, and maybe

you really want. even an upgrade waiting for you upon your arrival!

02. What is a person who stud-
ies objects and matter in the
universe outside Earth's at-
mosphere known as?

A. Astronomer

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 27

Keep your head on straight today. Upcoming plans are causing you to

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Right about the time you think that today is going to be a boring day full

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Rather than be intimidated by a certain smarty-pants today, why not pick

get a bit distracted right now, but it's important for you to stay focused. of regular sights and sounds, you'll get involved in a lovely little flirting their brain and learn something new? You have ideas to offer too, and a

B. Horologist
C. Hopeful
D. Horoscoper

Keep you mind on that little square in the calendar marked with today's match! It might be a cutie you've had your eye on, or it might be the strong intellectual connection with someone else could be just what you

date. Avoid thinking about what you'll be doing in a few days' time. It person you've been seeing for quite a while. But it might also be a total need to add some zing to your day. Open up and share just a little bit

won't be easy at first, but with all the activity this afternoon, you'll soon stranger you'll never ever see again. Either way, have some fun! Don't more than you might normally be comfortable with. You have the brains

have your mind occupied with the here and now. The more you can live take things too seriously. Enjoy your ability to put a smile on someone to take the conversation in all the right directions, so trust that. Expect to

in the moment, the more fun you can have. else's face. be treated as an equal by this person and you will be.

03. Which animal appeared in
the opening credits of the

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 ¥ ¥ SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 itish fom ;
N British TV series "Coronation
Your brain is very active right now. So much so, that a few of your ideas §§E§S§f Today, one of your relationships could reach a crossroads, although Relationship issues might be on your mind today, especially when you Street"?
will be colliding into each other! Don't be surprised if the gossip and idle g:} you might not have an awareness of it until you've already gone one see problems arise in a partnership you've always admired. Their A. Rabbit
chitchat going on around you bores you to tears. You want stimulation! To way and they've gone the other. Don't let this growing sense of tensions will cause you to start wondering if they can hit a rocky patch, B ' Bad
. badger

get it, you might have to strike out on your own and search for a unique emotional distance make you lose hope, though. Sometimes people what about you? It's fine to think about it, but don't let it cloud over your c g
experience that will give your brain the challenge it wants. Visit a gallery, have to go off in their own direction to find what they need. This could thinking today. Just because things could go wrong doesn't mean they - Hamster

D. Cat

museum, or any other place designed for contemplation and thought. It be a temporary separation, you know. Roads that diverge can come will. Before you start worrying and wringing your hands, wait until there

will be quite rewarding for you. back around again. Your relationship is not going to end. is something to worry about. d '€ V'C V'l siomsuy

KIDS

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

6
3

4
9

7

2

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average
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ANSWER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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WHEN LONG ROOM

London, United Kingdom - It has
been described as “the most
evocative four walls in world
cricket” and somewhere to watch
the game in an atmosphere of al-
most monastic calm, far from the
madding crowd.

Yet the usually tranquil Long
Room at Lord's became a
seething cauldron of hate on Sun-
day as Marylebone Cricket Club
members abused Australia play-
ers returning from the field during
a lunch break on the last day of
the second Ashes Test following
the controversial dismissal of
England's Jonny Bairstow.

They, and spectators around
the ground, were incensed by an
incident where Australia wicket-
keeper Alex Carey threw the ball
at the stumps after Bairstow
walked out of his crease after
ducking under a Cameron Green
bouncer. Bairstow seemingly be-
lieved the ball was dead at the
end of the over but, following a
referral by his colleagues in the
middle, TV umpire Marais Eras-
mus confirmed the batsman had
been stumped.

The usually sedate crowd at
the ‘Home of Cricket’ responded
by chanting “Same old Aussies,
always cheating” while boos rang
around the famous old venue in
northwest London for several
minutes.

Australia, despite a stunning
155 from England captain Ben
Stokes, eventually won the match
by 43 runs to take a 2-0 lead in
the five-match Ashes series.

BECAME A CAULDRON

England's Jonny Bairstow (L) has a bewildered look on his face as Australia players celebrate his wicket on the fifth day of the second Ashes Test in London on Sunday (AFP)

while boos rang around
the famous old venue in northwest
London for several minutes

‘Unreserved apology’
An embarrassed MCC later is-
sued an “unreserved apology" to
the touring side, with club secre-
tary Guy Lavender adding three
members “directly involved” in
the lunchtime flare-up had been
suspended immediately pending
an investigation.

Lord's had seen nothing quite
like it since the 1980 Centenary
Test between England and Aus-
tralia, when umpire David Con-
stant was manhandled on his
way into the pavilion by members
angry at a lack of play following
several rain delays. Few sports
make such a fuss about the ‘spirit

of the game’ as cricket.

MCC remains deeply con-
cerned as it still retains world-
wide responsibility for cricket's
extensive rules, or Laws as they
are known, even though it is more
than 50 years since it ceased run-
ning the English game.

The Bairstow row was a clas-

Ashes’ short
fuses shatter
monastic
calm of
Lord’s

sic of the kind, with even England
captain Ben Stokes accepting
Erasmus had made the correct
decision but questioning whether
Australia ought to have pro-
ceeded with the appeal.

Built in 1889-90, the Lord's
pavilion remains one of the most
famous buildings in world cricket.
Portraits of the game's greats
from WG Grace to modern-day
heroes adorn the walls of the
Long Room, which spans almost
the length of the ground floor --
hence its name.

The biggest problem for crick-
eters unfamiliar with Lord's has
often been finding their way out
of the dressing rooms near the
top of the pavilion and through
the Long Room before entering
the field, with England batsman
David Steele getting lost on his
Test debut in 1975 and ending up
in the basement toilets.

It wasn't until 1998 that
women were allowed in the pavil-
jon after MCC voted to admit fe-
male members thereby ending
more than 200 years as a men-
only club, although an exception
had long been made for Britain's
Queen Elizabeth II.

There is now roughly a 20-
year wait to join MCC's 18,000
strong membership and follow
the likes of British prime ministers
Alec Douglas-Home and John
Major, as well as rock star Mick
Jagger and actor and comedian
Stephen Fry, the current MCC
president, in watching cricket
from the Long Room.

Victor Lafay wins the second stage of the Tour de France in San Sebastian, northern Spain, on Sunday

Frenchman Lafay ends Cofidis Tour
de France curse at San Sebastian

San Sebastian, Spain - French-
man Victor Lafay sprung a sur-
prise by beating an elite
breakaway to the finish line on
stage two of the Tour de France
on Sunday ending a 15-year
curse for his team Cofidis.

The win is a first at the Tour
de France for French outfit
Cofidis since 2008, and elevates
Lafay to fourth in the overall
standings.

English rider Adam Yates re-
tained the overall leader's yellow
jersey while Belgian ace Wout
van Aert was second on the day
ahead of Tadej Pogacar after the
relentless rush for the line.

Coming into the final stretch
after the rolling 209km run
through the Basque Country, the
longest stage of this year's Tour,
all eyes were on the duel be-
tween defending champion
Jonas Vingegaard and Pogacar.

But Lafay gate-crashed the
party with a stealth move that
caught everyone out as he main-
tained just enough pace to cross
the line ahead of his pursuers.

“I'm so happy to have lifted

this curse from the team,” said
the winner. “It's crazy. | was
hanging on at times today be-
cause that was fast. But | be-
lieved all the way and that's what
got me over the line,” he said.
Pogacar picked up four sec-
onds for coming third at the fin-

I'was hanging
on at times
today because
that was fast

ish line along the seafront of San
Sebastian’s scenic horseshoe bay
to add to bonuses he collected
the day before and in the sprint
to the top of day's final climb, the
Jaizkibel.

The first real skirmish of the
Tour between Pogacar and
Vingegaard broke out atop the
Jaizkibel. The Slovenian pipped
the Dane to the bonus line at the
top to collect eight bonus sec-
onds to the Jumbo man's five.

The battle on the steep 8km
climb reduced the peloton to
around 20 riders. As they
zoomed downhill, rider after rider
attempted to escape. With 500
metres to go Lafay succeeded
and held on to deliver a first Tour
de France stage win in 15 years
for the Cofidis team.

Adam Yates leads both UAE
team-mate Pogacar and the
other Yates twin, Simon, by six
seconds in the overall standings.

Vingegaard is 22 seconds off
the pace.

‘Keep it going’

Yates complained that nobody
had helped his team UAE Emi-
rates all day, but remained ex-
cited. “We have the yellow and
the white and we have to keep it
going that way,” he said.

"Pogacar brings the level of
the whole team up, he's defi-
nitely great to work with,” Yates
exclaimed.

The 2021 and 2022 champion
Pogacar has a record as a gam-
bler in the saddle but had prom-
ised to “hold his horses” this

Stokes urges England to use Lord's
row as fuel for Ashes fightback

London, United Kingdom - Eng-
land captain Ben Stokes wants his
players to use the pain of their
controversial second Test defeat
against Australia as fuel to mount
a sensational Ashes fightback.

Stokes' side are trailing 2-0 in
the five-match series after Aus-
tralia survived a brilliant innings
of 155 from the England skipper
to win by 43 runs at Lord's on
Sunday.

It was an extraordinary day's
play, even by the dramatic stan-
dards of the Ashes, as the match
swung on the disputed dismissal
of England's Jonny Bairstow.

Chasing a Lord's-record 371to
win, England were still in with a
shout of making history when
Bairstow was stumped by Alex
Carey when he walked out of his
crease after ducking a Cameron
Green bouncer.

Cricket's Laws showed the de-
cision to dismiss Bairstow was
correct, but it arguably went
against the spirit of the game.

As chants of “same old
Aussies, always cheating”
echoed around the usually sedate
Lord's stands, Stokes took his

Ben Stokes

frustrations out on the Australian
bowlers with a brilliant innings
that fell just short of carrying Eng-
land to victory.

Only once before in 146 years
of Test history have ateam come
from 2-0 down to win a five-
match series, when Australia, in-

spired by batting great Don Brad-
man, did so in the 1936/37
Ashes. But Stokes insisted his
men could replicate that feat.

"We won 3-0 against Pakistan
and New Zealand last year. All
we're thinking about is winning
the series 3-2," he said.

“Losing's losing. The emotions
will always be the same but when
you sit back and understand
where we're at, it's actually very
exciting.

“The way in which we are
playing our cricket couldn't be
more perfect for the situation we
find ourselves in.

“We have to win these three
games to get this urn back. We're
a team who are obviously willing
to put ourselves out there and do
things against the narrative.”

‘Pretty mad’

Stokes hopes England can feed
off the energy of the notoriously
raucous Headingley crowd when
the third Test starts on Thursday.

The controversy surrounding
Australia’s victory is sure to add
an extra edge to the invective
from the stands in Leeds.

“| could see it was ramping up
and getting a bit vocal,” Stokes
said. “I'd never heard Lord's like it.
It was pretty mad wasn't it?
Lord's has a reputation of not
having so much noise, so it was
good to hear.”

AFP

Rickie Fowler celebrates with his
caddie after winning the Rocket
Mortgage Classic in Detroit

American Fowler snaps four-year win
drought with PGA playoff victory

Washington, United States -
Rickie Fowler sank a birdie putt
from just inside 12 feet on Sun-
day to win a playoff for the PGA
Rocket Mortgage Classic title
and snap a four-year win
drought.

Fowler defeated fellow Amer-
ican Collin Morikawa, a two-time
major champion, and Canada's
Adam Hadwin to capture his first
victory since the 2019 Phoenix
Open and his sixth PGA triumph
overall.

“It's just nice to have this one
out of the way,” Fowler said. “I'm
obviously going to soak this one
in and celebrate a bit. It has just
been a long road. I'll get emo-
tional at some point.”

Fowler, 34, won the 2017
Players Championship but has
struggled in recent years, falling
to 185th in the world rankings
last year before reviving his form
this season with nine top-20 fin-
ishes in his past 10 events.

"Had to keep putting the time

in, keep grinding, keep pushing,”
Fowler said. “Then started to see
some positive results and to
build some confidence and mo-
mentum last fall.

"“A lot of great stuff this year. |
knew it was a matter of time the
way |'ve been playing.”

In the four years, four months
and 29 days between his titles,
Fowler became a husband and
father and smiled as he held his
daughter Maya on the 18th
green.
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Ayaan Khan's ton goes in vain

Netherlands defeat Oman to keep qualification hopes alive

Bulawayo, Zimbabwe - Nether-
lands overcame the Oman chal-
lenge with ease at the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup Qualifier
2023 in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe on
Monday.

Ayaan Khan's (105*) scintil-
lating hundred stood out in the
Oman batting effort, but eventu-
ally, the mammoth Dutch target
proved far beyond their reach.
Aryan Dutt (3/31) was the pick
of Netherlands bowlers.

In the first innings, a stupen-
dous century from Vikramijit
Singh and an aggressive 97 off
65 from Wesley Barresi along

with cameos from Bas de Leede
and Sagib Zulfigar, helped
Netherlands to a commanding
position.

With this win the Dutch keep
their ICC Men's Cricket World
Cup qualification chances alive.

Faced with a daunting target
of 364 after early rains reduced
the match to 48-overs-per-side,
Oman got off to a secure yet un-
threatening start.

Jatinder Singh (17) and
Kashyap Prajapati added 34 off
41 balls for the first wicket, be-
fore the former was run out. Ryan
Klein had the stand-in captain

Aqib llyas soon after for four.

Oman were lucky to have lost
only Prajapati (25), by the time
they reached the 100-run mark
in the 19th over, as the Dutch
shelled a number of chances.
Netherlands had their fourth suc-
cess when Aryan Dutt cleaned
up Mohammad Nadeem in the
20th over.

It was the fifth wicket partner-
ship between Ayaan and Shoaib
Khan which finally brought some
energy to the Oman innings.
Their stand reached its 50-run
mark off 48 deliveries. Ayaan
reached his half-century with a

six in the 27th over.

They lifted the Oman scoring
rate by taking on the Nether-
lands' part-time options. The
team reached its 200 run-mark
in the 34th over.

The duo added 112 runs off
107 balls in what was Oman's
best stand in the tournament so
far.

Shoaib's fall to an excellent
stumping by Scott Edwards
ended the partnership in the
38th over.

However, despite their effort,
the asking rate had risen to al-
most 15 an over and a Dutch win

seemed only a formality.

Ayaan achieved the personal
landmark of a maiden ODI hun-
dred in the 41st over. The game
was eventually called off in the
44th over due to bad light.

Earlier in the day, Oman pac-
ers Bilal Khan and Kaleemullah
enjoyed bowling in overcast con-
ditions and got the ball to zip
around.

The Dutch openers were
tested in trying conditions but
held their own till play was dis-
rupted due to rain. The stoppage
forced the game to be turned into

a 48-over contest. Ayaan Khan

FOR RENT

Flat for rent in Darsait: 3 bed-
rooms, one hall, 4 bathrooms,
one kitchen, with small sea view,
near the Indian  School.
Rent: RO220 monthly. Contact:
+968-99315986

Flat for rent in Amerat : 3 bed-
rooms ground floor, at Al Mahaj
5. Contact: +968-95320202

SITUATION WANTED

An Indian male with experience
in tiles, sanitary ware and build-
ing materials seeking job in proj-
ect sales.

Contact: +968-79443928

JULY 04

Maiza You're our everything! Wishing you
a happy and memorable birthday Beta.
From: Shaikh Shahzad Azmi & Family

r

PROFILE

Offering services such as:

construction, building maintenance,
cleaning, electrical and plumbing works,
and for manpower requirements

Contact person: B.V GOUD
Contact No: +968-77387075,
[ (WA) +968-92142002

&

fourseasonsinvestment136@gmail.com

Our Services:
Profile Dental & Orthodontist Clinic

+968 96646605

G Azaiba Near Scientific Pharmacy
+968 72188999
Mawalah South Near Bhala Pharmacy
Timings :9am -1pm
4:30pm - 9pm

E neenashik@gmail.com

We Offer you a combination of luxury and
ultimate comfort to create an unique
experience with high level of excellent
services to ensure your comfort and joy
by giving you a unique and unforgettable
vacation.

JOB WANTED

B Com graduate, Indian male, 17
years' experience in Oman, look-
ing for senior accountant posi-
tion. Contact: +968-91172545

LOST PASSPORT

Name: Madina Nassor Abdallah
Tanzanian Passport holder: TAE354020
Date of issue: 14.08.2020
Date of expiry: 13.08.2030
Place of Issue: Muscat
Lost date: 10.01.2023
If found kindly contact: 96455161
or send it to the United Republic of Tanzania
Muscat,Sultanate of Oman

VENTURE & TRAVEL

FOR TOURISM

EXPLORE THE
WORLD WITH US !!

G +968 91378813

P.O.Box :62,
Postal Code:117,
Wadi Al Kabir, Muscat

-

TADMUR TRAVEL & TOURISM

Book your tickets at the
best rates with us to
your travel destinations.

+968 24830685

Ruwi high street, near
Bank Muscat Opp. Al
Baraka Hypermarket

E tadmurtravelsllc@gmail.com

Our Offers:

Looking for a perfect get away,come
visit us at Barka with private pool,
totally air conditioned chalet, relax at
your comfort.

o R.O 45 (Weekdays)
e R.065 (Weekends)

+968 71111571
rove_chalet
- J
{ )

fustugaa.om

Luxurious, light and fragile, pistachio cake is
kneaded with crunchy and fresh pistachios.
Prepared by hand directly from the oven,
garnish with cream of pistachio sauce,

! crunchy pistachios and roses. With every bite,
the delicious taste blends with these flavors...

Services:
Kitchen - Supermarket - Bakery - Equipments Supply

+968 24831661

(&)

Showroom: Ruwi High Street
Near Bank Muscat
Factory:Wadi Kabir industrial Area Muscat

- Sultanate of Oman Price: RO.10/-
..................................... Delivery to all the states of the Sultanate
E manger@vttoman.com 92286598

\_ J
BARIQ ARCHITECTURE
HOUSE

info@gitter-gulf.com

Consulting Engineers
& Architects

+968 99433380

P.O Box : 1451 Muttrah
Postal Code : 114
Sultanate of Oman

E hussainalshidi@hotmail.com

FOR RENT

Qa State of the Art warehouse and

office in Misfah

a Centrally located with ease of access
to Muscat-Nizwa-Sohar

Office

650 sg mts of office space, centralized
air conditioning ready to use.

Warehouse

1 6000++ pallets space available on

a 13 loading/unloading bays, with
state of the art racking and centrally
air conditioning @21 degree

Cold room and Chiller room

1 600 pallets space available on
monthly/per pallet rental bases.

1 02 loading/unloading bays, with 10
mts high state of racking.

a Temp zone 05 Degree, -25 Degree
Frozen.

monthly/per pallet rental bases.

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

* Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease
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Russia's Andrey Rublev returns the ball to Australia's Max Purcell during
their first round match in Wimbledon on Monday (AFP)

Wimbledon wrong
to ban Russians,
says Andrey Rublev

London, United Kingdom - An-
drey Rublev insisted Monday that
Wimbledon was wrong to ban
him and his Russian compatriots
from the 2022 tournament,
claiming the only loser was the
All England Club.

Wimbledon banned all Russ-
ian players in response to
Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.
Competitors from Belarus, a key
ally of Russia, were also banished.

Twelve months on, the sanc-
tion has been lifted on condition
that players from the two coun-
tries sign declarations of neutral-
ity.

However, world number seven
Rublev quickly reopened the
wounds after becoming the first
player into the second round of
the men's singles.

“"We were talking, and | think
we could find the solution,” he
said.

“If we really want to help or do
what is better for tennis and for
the people, | think obviously there
were better options -- not just to

ban.

“Because in the end, there was
no difference. They did only
worse to themselves.”

The men's ATP tour and
women's WTA tour refused to
award ranking points to Wimble-
don last year in response to the
player ban.

Both governing bodies also
imposed heavy fines.

The All England Club said the
decision to lift the ban was made
after talks with the UK govern-
ment, Britain's governing Lawn
Tennis Association (LTA) and in-
ternational tennis bodies.

When the decision was made
in April, Ukraine's foreign minis-
ter Dmytro Kuleba condemned
the move as “immoral”.

“Now we are here, I'm really
happy to be back and to com-
pete,” added Rublev after defeat-
ing Australia’'s Max Purcell 6-3,
7-5, 6-4.

The bitter sporting fallout from
the war was brought into sharp
focus at the French Open.

Kyrgios withdraws

Wrist injury
rules
Australian
star out of
Wimbledon

London, United Kingdom - Nick
Kyrgios withdrew from Wimble-
don on Sunday with a wrist in-
jury, stripping the tournament of
one of its headline acts 12
months after the firebrand Aus-
tralian finished runner-up to
Novak Djokovic.

“I'm really sad to say that |
have to withdraw from Wimble-
don this year,” the 28-year-old
wrote on Instagram, explaining
that he had hurt his wrist as he
prepared in vain to play in Mal-
lorca last week.

Kyrgios had been an injury
doubt in the build-up to Wimble-
don.

However, that was because
he was struggling to recover
from knee surgery which has re-
stricted him to just one match in
2023.

"I tried my hardest to be ready
after my surgery and to be able
to step on the Wimbledon courts
again. During my comeback, | ex-
perienced some pain in my wrist
during Mallorca,” he added.

“As a precaution, | had it
scanned and it came back show-
ing a torn ligament in my wrist.

“| tried everything to be able
to play and | am disappointed to
say that | just didn't have enough
time to manage it before Wim-
bledon.

Nick Kyrgios

During my

comeback, 1 experienced some pain
in my wrist during Mallorca

“I'll be back, and as always, |
appreciate the support from all
my fans.”

Kyrgios had been due to face

wild card David Goffin in the first
round at the All England Club on
Monday.

His place in the draw will be

taken by a lucky loser from qual-
ifying. Earlier Sunday, Kyrgios,
whose lone match in 2023 came
in Stuttgart last month, said that
his battle to regain full fitness
had been “brutal”.

‘Dreading

coming back’

However, he added: "l didn't
miss the sport. | was almost
dreading coming back a little bit,
but it's my job.”

He also admitted there re-
mained “question marks” over
his ability to play best-of-five
sets after such a lengthy ab-
sence.

“| feel like to the outside
world, people don't understand.
Just because it's not contact, it's
not that physical. “I dare some-
one to go out there and play four
hours with Novak and see how
you feel afterwards.”

AFP

Qatar players celebrate their victory against Mexico in the Concacaf Gold Cup group match in Santa Clara,

California, on Sunday (AFP)

Qatar upset Mexico toreach
quarters, Ferreira hits hat-trick

Miami, United States - Qatar
upset Mexico 1-0 on Sunday to
reach the quarter-finals of the
CONCACAF Gold Cup while
Jesus Ferreira became the first
player to score back-to-back hat-
tricks for the United States in the
6-0 win over Trinidad and To-
bago.

Jamaica also qualified for the
last eight from Group A with
ease, behind the USA, after beat-
ing St. Kitts and Nevis 5-0 in
Santa Clara, California.

In Group B, Qatar shocked al-
ready-qualified Mexico to qualify

in second place and denied Hon-
duras, who were eliminated de-
spite beating Haiti 2-1.

Qatar, who are playing for the
second time as a guest team in
the tournament for North and
Central America and the
Caribbean, survived a second
half onslaught from Mexico to
pull off a famous victory.

The 2022 World Cup hosts,
coached by Carlos Queiroz from
Portugal, took the lead in the
27th minute when Musaab
Khidir whipped in a great cross
from the right and Hazem She-

hata found the target with a su-
perb angled header.

That proved to be the only real
effort on goal from the Guilf side
as Mexico dominated but could-
n't find a way through.

Santiago Gimenez, who had
survived a red card review for a
swinging arm on a Qatari de-
fender, fired wide from a promis-
ing position and then Edson
Alvarez headed against the post.

Deep in stoppage time, Israel
Reyes had another chance to
level but his header was also off
target.

Bangladesh
compensate
top trio for
choosing
national

team over IPL

Dhaka, Bangladesh -
Bangladesh's cricket au-
thorities said Monday they
had compensated three
senior cricketers a total of
$65,000 for choosing to
play for the national team
rather than in the lucrative
Indian Premier League this
season.

“This is just a small ges-
ture on our part”
Bangladesh Cricket Board
cricket operations chief Jalal
Yunus told AFP, with the
cash to be split three ways
between Shakib Al Hasan,
Taskin Ahmed and Liton
Das.

“They did not demand
any money from us for-
mally, but we felt they
should be at least partially
compensated, if not fully".

Jalal said this would not
be a regular practice.

“"We believe playing for
the national team should be
unconditional,” he added.
AFP

Duplantis dominates Stockholm pole
vault as hurdlers dodge protesters

Stockholm, Sweden - Pole vault
star Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis,
watched by his mother, at-
tempted a world record, and cli-
mate protesters added “an 11th
hurdle” in the rain-hit Diamond
League event in Stockholm on
Sunday.

The pole vault was delayed for
two hours by the wet weather, as
the sound system in Stockholm’s
venerable Olympic Stadium,
played “Let the Sunshine In” from
the musical Hair.

When it started, Duplantis, the
reigning Olympic and world
champion, was perfect with his
first four jumps in an event

His last clearance was at
6.05m, enough to win the com-
petition comfortably by 23cm
from Ernest Obiena. It was fourth
time in five summer competitions
“Mondo" has cleared 6m.

The American-born Duplantis,
who competes for Sweden
through his mother Helena who
was in the Stockholm crowd, then
took off his black leg warmers
and raised the bar to 6.23m, a
centimetre higher than the world
record he set indoors in France in
February. He pulled out before
jumping on his first two attempts
and then brought down the bar
on his third and final try.

Armand Duplantis

outside
of the World
Champi-
onships, for me

“This is the most important
meet, outside of the World
Championships, for me in the
year,” said Duplantis.

"I was really fired up and felt |

could conquer the world,” he said.
“Maybe the conditions and tired-
ness caught up with me in the
end there.” Seven weeks ahead of
the 2023 World Championships
in Budapest, Duplantis again
dominates the world rankings.

His best mark is 6.12 metres
set in Ostrava, in the Czech Re-
public on June 27. Sunday's jump
was the fourth best in the world
this season.

Only American KC Lightoot,
with a clearance of 6.07 metres
for third best, intrudes in the top
five.
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HOW O LOS

N

WEIGHT

=

IF YOU ARE KEEN ON LOSING WEIGHT BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO DO SO,
MAY BE YOU ARE NOT FOCUSING ON THE RIGHT ASPECTS. CONSIDER
THESE FIVE TIPS TO LOSE WEIGHT IN A SHORT TIME

SET REALISTIC GOALS

Know where you are today so you know
how to get where you want to be. Learn
your Body Mass Index (BMI). Set your-
self up for success with short-term
goals, like "I will make lifestyle changes
which will help me lose (and keep off)
3-5% of my body weight.” Short-term
goals can seem more achievable and
keep you on track toward your long-
term goals.

UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH
AND WHY YOU EAT

Use a food diary or tracking app to un-
derstand what, how much, and when
you're eating. Being mindful of your eat-
ing habits and aware of your roadblocks
and excuses can help you get real about
your goals.

MANAGE PORTION SIZES

It's easy to overeat when you're served
too much food. Smaller portions can
help prevent eating too much. Learn the
difference between a portion and a
serving and how to keep portions rea-

MAKE SMART CHOICES

You don't have to give up all your fa-
vorite foods. Learn to make smart food
choices and simple substitutions in-
stead. Discover healthy snacks and how
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains help
keep you fuller longer.

BE PHYSICALLY ACTIVE

Physical activity is anything that gets
your heart rate up, like walking. Aim for
at least 150 minutes of moderate activ-
ity a week. Move more, with more in-
tensity, and sit less.

sonable.

cGG-CELLENT SUPER FOQD

VANDANA
CHAWLA
Online Nutrition
Expert

(Vandana Chawla

is an Online Nutrition
Expert and a
Registered
Nutritionist-UKVRN)

ggs are considered as one of

the healthiest foods on the

planet. Some people refer to it
as a multivitamin food packed in a
shell.

At the same time, eggs were also
linked to heart disease and increased
cholesterol levels. An egg contains
about 212mg of cholesterol, which ap-
pears to be a large amount. We need
to understand that our liver produces
cholesterol, and if intake through diet
is less, then the liver produces more
cholesterol. Hence, many studies are
now indicating that eggs have a mini-
mal effect on cholesterol.

Let's look at all the facts and under-
stand why eggs are considered as the
healthiest food:

Health food
Eggs are loaded with multitude of nu-
trients. From macro nutrients, like
high quality proteins, healthy fats, to
micronutrients like variety of vitamins
and minerals, eggs have it all.

Eggs contain small amounts of al-

most all vitamins and minerals, like vi-
tamins A, B, E, calcium, iron, potas-
sium, zinc, manganese, folate and
many more. Even though the amount
is small, the absorption of these nutri-
ents by the body is exceptionally
good.

Almost all the nutrients are found
in egg yolk, while the egg white is a
great source of high quality protein.

This makes eggs a great immunity
food as well.

Egg protein is said to be a reference
protein against which the quality of
other proteins are measured.

Brainy food

Eggs are termed as 'brainy food' as it
is loaded with choline, an essential
nutrient needed for the synthesis of

brain messengers. Low levels of thi
nutrient is associated with liver dis-
ease and also reduced cognitive func-
tioning in kids.

Great for eyes

Two antioxidants, lutein and zeaxan-
thin found in the yolk have powerful
protective effects on the eyes, pro-
tecting them from the harmful sun
rays. Plus, they also protect eyes from
cataracts and other degenerative eye
disorders.

For weight watchers

Eggs are a great breakfast food, keeps
tummy full for a longer time and re-
duces craving for unhealthy foods.
Studies have indicated that eating
eggs for breakfast reduces the total
calorie intake, hence there is a reduc-
tion in BMI, and subsequent weight
loss.

To conclude, Eggs are truly a per-
fect Super food, simple, easy to cook,
tasty and a healthy way to start the
day.

TIPS

Eat mainly Omega 3/pastured
eggs, more healthy, more
brainy.

Try taking eggs, 4 times a
week, if your cholesterol
numbers are disturbing and
one daily if your vitals are all
good.

Consuming more of egg white
in proportion to egg yolk is an
intelligent and smart approach.
Eat variety, by making it in
different forms and ways, egg
omelette, scrambled, poached,
boiled etc.

Use less oil while preparing
eggs, and combine it with
some healthy greens or
avocados and a multigrain
bread to make it complete.
Using it for making waffles,
French toast or pancakes can
be an occasional treat.
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