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TUESDAY

Muscat: His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik 
has sent a cable of congratulations to President 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
on the occasion of sixth of October Anniversary. 
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere 
congratulations and best wishes of good health 
and happiness to President el-Sisi and the people 
of Egypt further welfare and prosperity. -ONA

HM CONGRATULATES 
PRESIDENT OF EGYPT

Tourist boats can now operate 

at 70 per cent of capacity

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Tourist boats hold-
ing diving permits and operating 
in Oman are required to operate 
at 70 per cent of their total per-
sonnel capacity, according to the 
directives issued by the Environ-
ment Authority (EA) to resume 
leisure activities during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

In a statement, the EA said, 
“Clubs and individuals who have 
obtained diving permits from the 
authority must adhere to the fol-
lowing precautions, in addition to 
the preventive measures from the 
Ministry of Health.

“The number of people on 
board a big yacht, excursion 
boat and cruise ship should not 
exceed 70 per cent of the rated 
capacity, including crew mem-
bers,” added the authority. 

“In public places and at moor-
ings, users should wear face 
masks, maintain physical dis-
tance and avoid gatherings. 
Mooring departments shall pro-
vide hand sanitisers in public 
places.”

The steps from the Environ-
ment Authority were issued fol-
lowing the decisions from the 
Supreme Committee to deal with 
COVID-19, and are based on the 
maritime regulation circular is-
sued by the Directorate General 
of Maritime Aff airs at the Min-
istry of Transport, Communica-
tions and Information Technol-
ogy, to the management teams at 
marinas, and the owners of tour-
ist boats and pleasure craft.

Ministry of Health advice
The Ministry of Health has also 
issued advice, in association with 
UNICEF, on ensuring proper 
hand hygiene for children when 
they step onto boats, as well as 

other areas, as part of its eff orts to 
spread awareness on COVID-19. 
“Promote healthy behaviour in 
children to prevent them from 
infection,” said the advisory. 
“Make their practice conscious 
and enjoyable.”

The ministry also asked for 
parents to make their children 
aware of the importance of hand 
hygiene, and to provide them a 

special hand-washing area and 
give them a soap that they liked, 
so that they would take more in-
terest in following hand hygiene. 

“Give them a leadership role 
by reminding them of the im-
portance of, and when to wash 
hands,” added the Ministry of 
Health and UNICEF. 

“Share with your children the 
correct way to wash hands.”

L E I S U R E  A C T I V I T I E S

FIELD HOSPITAL INAUGURATED

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The fi rst phase of the 
fi eld hospital for COVID-19 pa-
tients at the old Muscat Airport 
was inaugurated on Monday by 
Sayyid Saud bin Hilal Al Busaidi, 
Minister of State and Governor 
of Muscat in the presence of Dr. 
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Saidi, 
Minister of Health. 

“This hospital will play a vital 
role in reducing the burden on the 
hospitals across the Governorate, 
and accordingly, those hospitals 
will be able to do their usual work 

normally,” Sayyid Saud Al Busaidi, 
Minister of State and Governor of 
Muscat, said.

 The Minister of Health said that 
the control in the number of COV-
ID-19 cases depends on the adher-
ence of citizens and residents.

The government has provided 
and will continue to provide all 
means to combat this pandemic, 
which is our responsibility as in-
dividuals, institutions, families, 

community and stakeholders, he 
affi  rmed.

He added that it is very sad to 
register 207 cases in the ICUs for 
COVID-19 in the Sultanate and 45 
deaths during the past days.
 “This hospital has been com-
pleted in a record time of less than 
two months which had never been 
done in the history of the Sultan-
ate,” he added.

The Minister of Health also 

touched upon the COVID-19 vac-
cine, where he stressed that a num-
ber of manufacturers have reached 
the phase 3 trials. The Ministry is 
in constant contact with all these 
fi rms, however, there is no specifi c 
date to start manufacturing the 
vaccine commercially.

He emphasised that the Sultan-
ate will not use any medicine or 
vaccine unless it has ascertained 
that it is safe and eff ective. 

As soon as all the medical and 
technical equipment along with 
the health workers, including 
doctors, nurses, pharmacists, lab 
technicians, and radiologists are 
deputed, the hospital will start re-
ceiving patients.  The fi rst phase 
of the hospital will start with a 
capacity of 100 beds; however, the 
number of beds in the hospital will 
reach 312 in the next phase. 

A shelter centre will be attached 
to the fi eld hospital with an area of 
10,000 sqm and a capacity of 384 
beds. The shelter will be trans-
ferred to a hospital, if necessary.

The aim of establishing a fi eld 
hospital is to relieve the pressure 
on the Sultanate’s hospitals, and 
to bring back the essential servic-
es that have been aff ected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as to 
maintain the health of the medics 
in the hospitals and changing the 
general atmosphere for the COV-
ID-19 patients during admission. 

Currently, the fi eld hospital will 
cater to the patients from gov-
ernorates of Muscat, South and 
North Al Batinah, Al Dakhiliyah, 
and North Al Sharqiyah and other 
governorates will be covered, if 
necessary, in the future. >A5
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this pandemic, said 

the Minister of Health 

OMAN
Flights to nine Indian 
cities from Oman

2
Indian nationals in 
Oman can now travel to 
nine cities back home, 

after Oman Air and SalamAir 
announced fl ights to these 
destinations. The news comes 
after the decision to create 
an air bubble for passengers 
travelling to and from the 
two countries. Oman Air will 
operate two fl ights a week from 
October 8.  >A3

MARKET
Sultanate’s crude oil 
production declines

3 The Sultanate’s oil 
production, including 
condensates, stood at 

233.57 million barrels until 
the end of August 2020. Of the 
total production, oil output 
fell by 7.5 per cent at 190.91 
million barrels while 
condensates output rose by 
45.2 per cent.  >B1

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

Total number 

of COVID-19 

cases in Oman101,814
Total recoveries — 

90,600, (recovery 

rate – 88.9%)88.9%
Total deaths 

due to 

COVID-19985
Total number 

of patients 

admitted to ICUs207

COVID-19

OMAN
Teens receive tips on 
facing challenges

1
More than 100 teens and 
their parents in Oman 
received expert counselling 

on the importance of diet and 
managing challenges in the 
modern-day, during a webinar 
organised by Sri Sri Tattva 
Oman. Rafeeq, Oman’s largest 
online only supermarket, 
sponsored the webinar in 
partnership with Sri Sri Tattva.          

          >A2
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Dhuhr ...........................................12:00pm

Asr .....................................................3:23pm

Maghrib ........................................5.55pm

Isha...................................................7:05pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 4:45am

Firms can pay membership 
renewal fee till end of year

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Companies in Oman 
can now pay their membership re-
newal fees till the end of the year, 
announced the Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI).

The OCCI said in a statement: 
“The Board of Directors has ex-
tend until the end of this year, 
the time for companies to renew 
their fees. This comes within 
the Chamber’s interest and its 
observance of the current con-
ditions that the private sector 
is going through due to the out-

break of COVID-19.”
Ali Al Jabri, the head of OCCI 

branch in North Al Sharqiyah 
said: “Since the announcement of 
initiative on March 2020, we have 
witnessed a great turnout by busi-
nessmen to renew their member-
ship, and more than 2,000 mem-
bership certifi cates were issued to 

business owners in the North Al 
Sharqiyah Governorate only.”

“This initiative has contributed 
to the recovery of a lot of busi-
nesses and institutions that have 
stopped their activities due to lack 
of renewal of their commercial re-
cords, and it has made it easier for 
them to launch their businesses 
as many government agencies re-
quire the OCCI membership cer-
tifi cate of complete their transac-
tions,” Al Jabri added.

The Renewal of membership 
certifi cate in North Sharqiyah 
Chamber and most of the other 
chambers is done via WhatsApp, 
the only thing is that the record 
holder has to send a copy of the 
membership certifi cate or the 
commercial record number via 
WhatsApp. 

The person is notifi ed of the re-
quired fees and the certifi cate is 
issued within fi ve minutes

Ali Al Jabri said: “I invite the 
project owners to initiate, renew 
their membership, and benefi t 
from the initiative announced by 
the Chamber.”

This decision 

has been taken 

to provide best 

facilities to the 

members so that 

they  can practice 

their commercial 

activities, said the 

OCCI

EXEMPTION: The OCCI has taken this decision as the private 

sector is facing diffi  culties due to the outbreak of COVID-19. 

Teenagers receive tips on facing modern-day challenges
Times News Service

MUSCAT: More than 100 teens 
and their parents in Oman re-
ceived expert counselling on the 
importance of diet and managing 
challenges in the modern-day, dur-
ing a webinar organised by Sri Sri 
Tattva Oman.

The event, which was called 
‘Nutritional Needs for Teens 
and Tweens’, was held on 24 
September.

Rafeeq, Oman’s largest online 
only supermarket, sponsored the 
webinar in partnership with Sri 
Sri Tattva.

During the event, the attendees 
received advice from Ayurveda 
physicians Dr Ratna Hiremath 

and Dr Madhu Harihar, who lead 
the practice in Oman.

The participants received il-
luminating answers in response 

to life issues such as concerns 
surrounding hormonal changes, 
the topic of handling picky eat-
ers, avoiding junk food, the impact 

of sports and exercise, balanced 
meals, anxiety, special foods, and 
multivitamin defi ciencies, and 
the need for parents especially to 

consult a doctor when they needed 
to fi nd the right solutions to prob-
lems they faced.

Mrunal Khimji, an established 
fashion designer and consultant at 
Mrunal’s Boutique, moderated the 
webinar.

Sri Sri Tattva Panchakarma
Sri Sri Tattva Panchakarma, with 
more than a decade of expertise in 
the Oman market, provides per-
sonalised consultation services 
from nutrition, diet and lifestyle, 
and pulse diagnosis (nadi pareek-
sha) to weight management and 
general consultations.

Sri Sri Tattva Panchakarma 
doctors are available for online 
consultation (with specialisation 

in tongue mapping). The expert 
Ayurveda physicians are capable 
of diagnosing the signs and symp-
toms of the patient to understand 
the root cause of their health con-
ditions. Based on this complete 
oral examination, the doctors sug-
gest the right diet, lifestyle, and 
Ayurvedic medicines.

All the participants received 
fi ve percent off  on food items and 
10 percent off  on non-food items 
made by Sri Sri when they shop on 
Rafeeq. 

Similarly, Rafeeq has launched 
a campaign, off ering a discount on 
all Sri Sri products, which will run 
until 10 October.

To know more, and buy these 
products, visit www.rafeeq.om.

R A F E E Q  S P O N S O R S  W E B I N A R

Dr Madhu Harihar. Dr Ratna Hiremath. Mrunal Khimji. 

Oman’s ambassador 

credentials received 

THE HAGUE: Fernando Ari-
as, Director General of the Or-
ganisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has 
received at the headquarters of 
(OPCW), credentials of Dr Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Salim Al Harthi, as 

Oman’s permanent representa-
tive to OPCW.  Director General 
of OPCW has hailed the policies of 
Oman supportive to peace and sta-
bility which has added to the suc-
cess of  OPCW in the region and 
the world at large. —ONA 

O P C W
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: As part  of its prepa-
rations for celebrating the World 
Food Day, which falls on 16 Octo-
ber every year, and with the par-
ticipation of a number of com-
panies, Dar Al Atta’a is collecting 
food items to give away to the 
needy families.

Worldwide
The World Food Day is celebrat-
ed by a number of organisations 
concerned with food security and 
is celebrated in more than 150 
countries, worldwide.    

Food security awareness
On the occasion, Dr. Shamsa bint 
Hamad Al Harthi, Director Gen-
eral of Dar Al Atta’a Association 
said, “The World Food Day is cel-
ebrated every year to disseminate 
awareness among the communi-
ty members on food security and 
on solidarity among the members 
of the society and establishments 

and all sectors of the society”. 
“Dar Al Atta’a Association co-

operates with the individuals and 
establishments to gather food 
items to give away to the needy 
families within the celebrations 
of the World Food Day,” the Di-
rector General of Dar Al Atta’a 
added. 

Last day
Dar Al Atta’a Association will 
continue to receive food items on 
a daily basis at its headquarters in 
Ghala up to 11 October.

W O R L D  F O O D  D A Y Flights to nine Indian 
cities from October 8

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Indian nationals in 
Oman who wish to fl y back home 
can now travel to nine cities back 
home, after Oman Air and Sala-
mAir announced fl ights to these 
destinations.

The news comes after the de-
cision to create an air bubble for 
passengers travelling to and from 

the two countries. Starting from 
8 October, Oman Air will oper-
ate two fl ights a week to connect 
Muscat with Delhi, Mumbai and 
Kochi. Flights to and from Delhi 
will depart and arrive in each city 
on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Flights to and from Mumbai 
will connect on Sundays and 
Thursdays. Flights connecting 
Muscat and Kochi will depart and 
arrive in each city on Sundays and 
Thursdays.

“Oman Air will maintain its 
comprehensive safety programme 
throughout all elements of the trav-
el journey to ensure that guests fl y 
confi dently,” said a statement from 
the airline. “Masks are required 

when guests are on board the air-
craft and in Oman’s airports. Dis-
tancing is maintained while guests 
board and exit the aircraft, which 
are carefully cleaned after each 
fl ight and at the end of every day.

“All cabin crew wear a full set 
of personal protective equipment, 
meal service has been modifi ed to 
further ensure safety and a num-
ber of other steps have been taken 
to ensure that the airline’s guests 
and crew are safe at all times,” add-
ed Oman Air.

Guests who are planning to 
travel to Muscat should visit the 
Civil Aviation Authority website, 
paca.gov.om, to ensure they are 
prepared to comply with require-

ments to enter the Sultanate, 
while those departing from Oman 
should also ensure that they are 
aware of all pre-departure require-
ments and requirements during 
their fl ights, which are provided 
at omanair.com. Passengers trav-
elling to India should ensure that 
they are aware of offi  cial require-
ments to enter the country.

SalamAir, meanwhile, will oper-
ate passenger fl ights twice a week 
to six cities: Kozhikode, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Jaipur, Lucknow and 
Thiruvananthapuram, until the 
end of November.

Important market
Captain Mohamed Ahmed, CEO 
of SalamAir said, “India is one of 
the most important markets for 
all airlines operating in the Middle 
East due to the size of its popula-
tion, number of tourists, and expat 
residents. SalamAir has operated 
nearly 700 chartered fl ights to 
overseas destinations over the last 
three months, with many of them 
fl ying to India. “This has enabled 
us to gain a lot of knowledge about 
the market and passengers’ expec-
tations. This exposure will make 
our entry to the Indian market a 
smoother experience.”

The fl ights to Delhi, 

Mumbai and Kochi 

will be operated 

by Oman Air while 

SalamAir will fl y to 

Kozhikode, Chennai, 

Hyderabad, Jaipur, 

Lucknow and 

Thiruvananthapuram

Dar Al Atta’a 
collecting food 
items for the 
needy families
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WHERE: The wilayat of Nizwa is 
in  Dakhiliyah region and is about 
140 kilometres from Muscat. It is 
one of the oldest cities in Oman 
and is known to be the centre of 
trade and education.

WHAT’S SPECIAL:  Nizwa Fort 
is one of the main attractions for 
tourists visiting the place. It was 
built in the 1668 AD by Imam Sul-

tan Bin Saif Al Ya’rubi. Nizwa Fort 
is one of the country’s oldest and 
most well-preserved forts. From 
pottery and other crafts one can 
fi nd many traditional artefacts 
here. According to Oman’s Min-
istry of Tourism, “Nizwa Fort was 
built in the middle of the 17th cen-
tury. The fort, which took 12 years 
to build, is linked with a castle by 
means of intricate corridors. Near 

the fort and castle is the tradition-
al Nizwa market famous for its ar-
tefacts.”  One can also  fi nd several 
date palms here. One cannot miss 
the old world charms of  the Niz-
wa souq. There are several shops 
here that sell traditional goods 
and local products. From spices, 
dates and pottery items to  silver-
ware, carpets and lamps, one can 
fi nd everything here. Meat, fi sh, 

fruits and vegetables are also sold 
in the daily market.  Falaj Daris, 
the largest falaj in Oman, and Al 
Ghantuq and Dhoot are the im-
portant falajs in Nizwa. 

LIVELIHOOD: Farming is the 
main occupation here. Nizwa is 
also known for sugar processing, 
hide tanning, mats and metal-
work industries.

NIZWA
R I C H  I N  H I S T O R Y  A N D  C U LT U R E
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New hotel to 
off er more jobs
to Omanis

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Though the hospital-
ity industry has been badly hit 
by the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, Al Khaleel Group, a 
leading trading and contracting 
company in Oman, has opened a 
new hotel recently.

As the signs of green shoots 
are emerging, Al Khaleel Group 
opened Ramada Encore by 
Wyndham Muscat which is ex-
pected to off er more than 120 
jobs to the Muscat community. It 
will give an opportunity to locals 
to experience and work amongst 
the leading hotel chains across 
the globe. Strategically located 
on Sultan Qaboos Street, the new 
hotel, aims to redefi ne the con-
cept of midscale business and 
leisure travel, off ering a comfort-
able and consistent environment 
with state-of-the-art facilities.

Located 15 minutes away from 
Muscat International Airport 
and the city’s major landmarks 
such as Sultan Qaboos Grand 
Mosque, Qurum Beach, the Royal 
Opera House, the hotel attracts 
visitors from across the globe.

The 163-room hotel is aesthet-
ically designed for the guests to 
enjoy their stay with prime com-
fort. Well equipped with reliable 
services and amenities, Ramada 
Encore by Wyndham Muscat will 
off er an unparalleled experience 
for business and leisure visitors.

The hotel also provides distinc-
tive benefi ts making travel suc-
cessful and off ers guests single, 
double and suite accommodations.

Property highlights include a 
rooftop pool with sundeck, a ful-
ly-equipped fi tness centre with 
professional equipment, an Ital-
ian cuisine all-day dining, a cof-
fee shop, a multipurpose meeting 
room, and a lobby lounge.

Rooms feature amenities such 
as complimentary Wi-Fi, fl at-
screen television, safe deposit 
box, rollaway beds, and a high-
tech touch panel to control the 
lighting and temperature of the 
room. Guests also have access 
to an exhaustive choice of local 
and international channels for 
entertainment.

Ramada Encore by Wyndham 
Muscat opened on Saturday, Au-
gust 1, 2020. 

A L  K H A L E E L  G R O U P

OPENED: The new hotel aims to redefi ne the concept of midscale 

business and leisure travel, off ering a comfortable and consist-

ent environment with state-of-the-art facilities.

Hospital to be run by MoH medical team

The COVID-19 fi eld hospital, 
which has an area of 6,100 sqm, 
has admission beds for mild and 
moderate cases, a temporary care 
section, a pharmacy, a laboratory 
for COVID-19 cases and a radi-
ology section. It will be run by a 
medical team from the Ministry of 
Health, comprising 30 doctors, 115 
male and female nurses, 7 lab tech-

nicians, 7 pharmacist assistants 
and 7 radiologists.

The fi eld hospital has been es-
tablished in collaboration with a 
number of government and private 
authorities including the Ministry 
of Health, Civil Aviation Authority, 
Oman Airports, PDO, Royal Court 
Aff airs and Royal Oman Police and 
others.  -With inputs from ONA

M I N I S T R Y  O F  H E A L T H

 < FROM 
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US President eyes return despite 
concern about his health condition

WASHINGTON: US President 
Donald Trump appeared eager for 
a quick return on Sunday as he’s 
undergoing COVID-19 treatment 
at a hospital despite concern about 
his condition. 

On Sunday evening, Trump 
briefl y left his suite at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center 
in Bethesda, Maryland for a mo-
torcade ride to greet his supporters 
outside the hospital. The masked 
president, accompanied by Secret 
Service agents, waved and gave a 
thumbs up from the backseat of a 
black SUV.

“I’m not telling anybody but you, 

but I’m about to make a little sur-
prise visit,” the president said in a 
video posted to Twitter before go-
ing out for the greeting.

The movement immediately 
raised safety concern as critics ar-
gued Trump, who’s still recovering 
from the highly contagious virus, 
was unnecessarily putting his se-
curity detail at risk.

“That Presidential SUV is not 
only bulletproof, but hermetically 
sealed against chemical attack. 
The risk of COVID-19 transmis-
sion inside is as high as it gets 
outside of medical procedures,” 
James Phillips, an attending phy-
sician at Walter Reed, tweeted. 

“The irresponsibility is as-
tounding. My thoughts are with 
the Secret Service forced to play.”

White House deputy press sec-
retary Judd Deere defended the 
drive-by, claiming in a statement 
that it “was cleared by the medical 
team as safe to do.”

“Appropriate precautions were 
taken in the execution of this 
movement to protect the Presi-
dent and all those supporting it, 
including PPE,” Deere added.

Earlier on Sunday, a day after 
Trump’s doctors said he has been 
“not yet out of the woods,” they 
provided a rosy assessment of his 
condition, saying that the presi-

dent could be discharged as early 
as Monday.

“If he continues to look and 
feel as well as he does today, our 
hope is that we can plan for a dis-
charge as early as tomorrow to 
the White House where he can 
continue his treatment course,” 
Brian Garibaldi, a member of 
Trump’s medical team and lung 
specialist, briefed reporters from 
Walter Reed.

Trump participated in a phone 
call with Vice President Mike 
Pence, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, and Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff  General Mark 
Milley from a conference room at 
Walter Reed on Sunday, according 
to the White House.

“So far the president is in great 
shape. He’s fi rmly in command of 
the government of the country,” 
U.S. National Security Advisor 
Robert O’Brien told CBS News 
earlier in the day, calling a transfer 
of power from Trump to Pence not 
“on the table right now.”

Trump was fi rst diagnosed 
with COVID-19 on Thursday and 
moved to Walter Reed on Fri-
day, where he was using Rem-
desivir, a COVID-19 drug made 
by the U.S. biopharmaceutical 
company Gilead Sciences, as a 
treatment.  XInhua

Trump briefl y left his 

suite at Walter Reed 

National Military 

Medical Centre 

in Maryland for a 

motorcade ride on 

Sunday evening

EAGER FOR RETURN:  Image provided by the White House shows U.S. President Donald Trump partici-

pating in a phone call with Vice President Mike Pence, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, and Chairman 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff  General Mark Milley.

Germany says no-deal Brexit 
would be ‘irresponsible’

BERLIN: German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and the European 
Union’s chief Brexit negotiator 
Michel Barnier met in Berlin on 
Monday to discuss the ongoing 
trade negotiations between the 
UK and the bloc. Time is running 
out for the UK and the EU to reach 
an agreement.

Barnier also met with German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, who 
said that a no-deal Brexit would be 
“irresponsible,” particularly given 
the economic and health impacts 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

“With today’s health and eco-
nomic challenges, people on both 
sides of the channel have enough 
to shoulder, so it would be totally 
irresponsible to burden them in 
this position with the additional 
problems through a no-deal,” 
Maas said.

Maas stressed that the EU was 
still open to constructive discus-
sions with the UK. “Our door is 
still open for a close and ambitious 
partnership with Britain,” he said.

The foreign minister also said 
on Twitter that while the corona-
virus had made negotiations more 
diffi  cult “in every respect,” they 
had  made reaching a deal more 
crucial, too.

UK Prime Minister Boris John-
son said the European Council 

meeting on October 15 is the fi nal 
chance to ratify a deal between 
the EU and the UK, making it an 
eff ective deadline for trade nego-
tiations. The EU said that nego-
tiations should be wrapped up by 
October 31 at the latest.

The UK left the EU’s political in-
stitutions on January 31, but very 
little about the way it trades with 
the bloc has changed as yet. That’s 
because the UK is currently in a 
so-called transition period, still 
enjoying most benefi ts of Single 
Market and Customs Union mem-

bership, which will end on Decem-
ber 31. If no deal is ratifi ed by then, 
the UK could end the transition 
period without any trade agree-
ment with the bloc.

Goldman Sachs predicts 
November deal
The meeting came shortly af-
ter global bank Goldman Sachs 
published a report on Mon-
day morning predicting that a 
deal would be reached by early 
November, although there re-
mained the risk of a breakdown 
in negotiations.

“Our core view remains that a 
‘thin’ zero-tariff /zero-quota trade 
agreement will likely be struck by 
early November, and subsequently 
ratifi ed by the end of December,” 
Goldman analysts said in a report 
sent to clients.

“The risk of a breakdown in ne-
gotiations cannot be ruled out,” 
the report added. “We continue to 
think the perceived probability of 
a ‘no deal’ will persist beyond the 
next European Council meeting in 
mid-October.” Boris Johnson and 
European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen spoke in a 
video conference to discuss the 
“state of play” of Brexit negotia-
tions, saying afterwards that “sig-
nifi cant gaps remained.” DW

B R E X I T

Barnier also met with 

German Foreign Minister 

Heiko Maas, who said 

that a no-deal Brexit 

would be “irresponsible,” 

particularly given 

the economic and 

health impacts of the 

coronavirus pandemic.

Australia records fi rst day 
without COVID-19 deaths 
since mid-September
CANBERRA: Australia has 
recorded its fi rst day with zero 
COVID-19 deaths since mid-
September.

As of Monday afternoon, Aus-
tralia’s coronavirus death toll re-
mained at 894.

It is the fi rst time that the death 
toll has not risen since September 
15 and only the second time since 
July 13, at which time there had 
been 108 deaths from the virus in 
Australia.

The number of confi rmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Australia 
rose to 27,149 on Monday, and 
the number of new cases in the 
last 24 hours is 11, according to the 
latest fi gures from Australian Gov-
ernment Department of Health.

Victoria, the hardest-hit state 
by the COVID-19 pandemic in 
the country, reported nine new 
cases and New South Wales 
confirmed one new case in a 
recently returned traveller in 
hotel quarantine. Victoria now 
accounts for about 74.4 percent of 
Australia’s coronavirus cases and 
90.1 percent of deaths.

As the second wave of infec-
tions in Victoria subsides, Mi-
chael Gunner, the Chief Minis-
ter of the Northern Territory, on 
Monday said that the territory’s 

borders could be opened to trav-
ellers from regional Victoria as 
early as Nov. 2.

Gunner, who previously 
said that borders could remain 
closed until 2022, said that 
Melbourne, the capital city of 
Victoria, was “on the cusp” of 

controlling the pandemic.
“The average number of cases 

diagnosed in the last 14 days for 
metropolitan Melbourne is 11.6 
and regional Victoria is 0.3,” said 
a statement from the Department 
of Health and Human Services in 
Victoria on Monday. Xinhua

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H

Bomb explosion hits convoy of 
Afghanistan governor, 8 killed 
MEHTARLAM, Four civilians 
and four security guards were 
killed and 38 people wounded 
after a car bomb blast hit Me-
htarlam city, capital of Af-
ghanistan’s eastern Laghman 
province on Monday, local gov-
ernment confi rmed.

“The car bomb blast hit the 
convoy of provincial governor 
Rahmatullah Yarmal when the 
motorcade was passing-by Sul-
tan Ghazi Baba locality of the city. 
As a result four guards and four 

pedestrians were martyred and 
38, including two guards, were 
wounded,” the government said 
in a statement.

Unoffi  cial sources said a sui-
cide bomber staged the attack 
that also caused destruction in 
the city, 90 km east of the coun-
try’s capital Kabul.

The governor escaped the at-
tack as he was sitting in an ar-
mored vehicle.

The statement blamed en-
emies of peace, referring to the 

Taliban militant group, for the 
attack.

However, the militant group 
has yet to make comments.

Chairman of the High Coun-
cil for National Reconciliation 
Abdullah Abdullah strongly con-
demned the attack. Violence lin-
gers in the war-torn country even 
as peace talks between the Af-
ghan government delegation and 
Taliban representatives are being 
held in Doha, capital of the Gulf 
state of Qatar. Xinhua

M E H T A R L A M  C I T Y

Nobel Prize for Medicine awarded for Hepatitis C discovery

STOCKHOLM: The 2020 Nobel 
Prize in Medicine was awarded to 
Harvey J. Alter, Michael Houghton 
and Charles M. Rice, the Karo-
linska Institute in Stockholm an-
nounced on Monday. 

The laureates were honoured 
for their “decisive contribution 
to the fi ght against blood-borne 
hepatitis — a major global health 
problem,” the jury said.

Thanks to the trio’s discovery, 

highly sensitive blood tests for 
the virus are now available, which 
have “essentially eliminated post-
transfusion hepatitis in many 
parts of the world, the Nobel com-
mittee said.

There are over 70 million 
cases of hepatitis worldwide 
and 400,000 deaths each year, 
according to World Health Or-
ganization estimates. The dis-
ease is a major cause of liver 

inflammation and cancer.
The award comes with 10 

million Swedish kronor (over 
$1,118,000, €950.000) from a be-
quest left 124 years ago by the 
prize’s creator, Swedish inventor 
Alfred Nobel. The prize money 
was recently increased to allow for 
infl ation.

It is common for several scien-
tists who worked in the same fi eld 
to share the prize. DW
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Europe tightens curbs 
as COVID cases rise

LONDON: Some European 
countries have carried out tough-
er measures, including restric-
tions on indoor and outdoor gath-
erings, mandatory mask-wearing 
and deployment of police on 
streets to combat rising COV-
ID-19 cases.

Another 22,961 people in 
Britain have tested positive for 
COVID-19, bringing its national 
caseload to 502,978, according to 
offi  cial fi gures released on Sunday.

Tighter restrictions came into 
force at midnight on Saturday in 

parts of northern England, mak-
ing it illegal to meet people indoors 
from other households in the Liv-
erpool City Region, Hartlepool, 
Middlesbrough and Warrington.

The move came after Britain’s 
R number, which shows the coro-
navirus reproduction, has risen 
to as high as 1.6, the latest offi  cial 
fi gures showed Friday.

If the reproduction rate is above 
one, it means the number of cases 
will increase exponentially.

British Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock said it was “necessary” 
to bring in the new measures and 
urged people in these areas to 
travel only when it is essential -- 
for example to school and work, 
and not to attend sports events as 
spectators. More than a third of 
Britain’s population is now under 
tightened restrictions, the BBC 
reported.

The Italian capital is taking 
aggressive steps against the pan-
demic, including the deployment 
of police on the streets of Rome 
to enforce the implementation of 
hygiene rules.

Residents of Lazio -- the re-
gion that includes Rome -- are re-

quired to wear masks at all times, 
even when they are outside and 
far from anyone else (exceptions 
only allowed for those with cer-
tain medical problems, children 
under the age of six and people 
who are exercising).

At least three smaller Ital-
ian regions -- Campania, which 
includes the city of Naples; 
the island region of Sicily; and 
Basilicata, the arch of Italy’s 
boot-shaped peninsula -- have 

issued similar mask laws.
Local media reported that more 

than 800 additional police offi  cers 
were posted to the streets of Rome 
to issue warnings to rule-breakers 
on Saturday, and violators could 
face fi nes of up to 400 euros (470 
U.S. dollars).

Over 3,000 police controls had 
been carried out in Rome on Sat-
urday morning alone, according to 
local television channel 10.

Greek authorities have an-
nounced their decision to extend 
a series of restrictive measures 
introduced a few weeks ago un-
til Oct. 12 due to a high epide-
miological load in Athens and the 
wider region.

The measures include a limit 
of nine people for indoor and out-
door gatherings and a suspension 
of indoor and outdoor concerts, 
Nikos Hardalias, deputy minister 
for Civil Protection and Crisis 
Management, said during a regu-
lar press briefi ng on Friday.

Similar restrictions have been 
implemented in many regions 
lately as the authorities make ef-
forts to avoid a new full nation-
wide lockdown. Xinhua

Another 22,961 

people in Britain 

have tested positive 

for COVID-19, 

bringing its national 

caseload to 502,978

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE:  The Italian capital is taking aggressive steps against the pandemic, including the deployment of police on the 

streets of Rome to enforce the implementation of hygiene rules.

Tighter restrictions 

came into force at 

midnight on Saturday 

in parts of northern 

England, making it 

illegal to meet people 

indoors from other 

households

Fashion legend Kenzo Takada 

dies of coronavirus at 81

PARIS: Fashion designer Kenzo 
Takada, who made his name into 
a world-renowned fashion brand, 
died on Sunday. He was 81.

Takada was famed for his 
jungle-infused designs and free-
spirit aesthetic, inspired by 
global travel.

“It is with immense sadness 
that KENZO has learned of the 
passing of our founder,” the fash-
ion house said in a statement. 
“For half a century, Mr Takada 
has been an emblematic person-
ality in the fashion industry — al-
ways infusing creativity and color 
into the world.”

The KENZO fashion house 
had just unveiled its bee-
themed collection during Paris 
Fashion Week.

“His amazing energy, kindness 
and talent and smile were con-
tagious,” said KENZO’s artistic 
director, Felipe Oliveira Beptista, 
who released the new range to 
fashion editors. “His kindred 
spirit will live forever.” 

Kenzo Takada was born in 1939 

and grew up with six siblings near 
the Japanese city of Himeji.

Even as a young boy with a fl air 
for drawing he was fascinated by 
fashion — inspired by his sisters’ 
magazines. He gained his fi rst ex-
perience designing and tailoring 
outfi ts for dolls.

Takada studied at Tokyo’s 
Bunka College of Fashion after 
which he had a brief stint work-
ing in Japan before relocating to 
France in 1965.

He arrived in the French port 
of Marseilles aged 25, intending 
to stay only for a short while, and 
would become the fi rst Japanese 
designer to make it big in France.

The mayor of Paris, Anne Hi-
dalgo, tweeted that the city was 
“mourning one of its sons,” saying 
the designer had given space to 
color and light in fashion.

Takada retired from the fash-
ion brand in 1999 to pursue a ca-
reer in art. DW

T R A G I C

Pilgrims return to 
Mecca as Saudi 
eases coronavirus 
restrictions
RIYADH: A limited number of 
pilgrims returned to Islam’s ho-
liest site on Sunday after Saudi 
Arabia partially lifted coronavirus 
restrictions that had been in place 
since March.

The Saudi government started 
allowing a maximum of 6,000 peo-
ple a day to enter Mecca’s Grand 
Mosque to perform Umrah — a 
pilgrimage to Islam’s two holiest 
sites that can be taken at any time 
of year.

“In an atmosphere of faith and 
with assured hearts... the fi rst 
batch of pilgrims begin the pil-
grimage in accordance with the 
precautionary measures laid out,” 
the Haj Ministry said on Twitter.

Coronavirus prevention 
measures
Only Saudi citizens and residents 
will be permitted to enter the 
mosque during the fi rst phase of 
reopening.

During the second stage from 
October 18, the number of um-
rah pilgrims will be increased to 
15,000 per day.

Muslims from abroad will be 
permitted in the third stage from 
November 1, when capacity will be 
raised to 20,000, according to the 
Interior Ministry.

Before visitors can enter the 
Grand Mosque, they are required 
to complete an online application 

and reserve a specifi c time and 
date to avoid crowding. Each per-
son has up to three hours to com-
plete the pilgrimage.

Pilgrims must be accompanied 
by a health worker and are not al-
lowed to touch the revered Black 
Stone in the eastern corner of the 
Kaaba. 

Thermal sensors have been in-
stalled to measure pilgrims’ body 
temperature and medical teams 
are present in case of an emergen-
cy, according to Mecca authorities.
The mosque is also being 
cleaned and sterilised multiple 
times a day.

Hopes to return to 
full capacity
State TV showed on Sunday what 
appeared to be fewer than 50 pil-
grims circling the Kaaba at the 
same time and walking several 
meters apart.

Last year, Saudi Arabia drew 19 
million Umrah visitors.

The decision to resume the pil-
grimage was taken in response to 
the “aspirations of Muslims home 
and abroad,” the Interior Ministry 
said in September, adding that the 
umrah can return to full capacity 
once the threat of the pandemic 
has subsided.

The Gulf country has registered 
nearly 336,000 coronavirus cases, 
including 4,850 deaths. DW
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Premier League sees 
Liverpool concede 7, 
Manchester United 6

LONDON: The weekend pro-
duced two absolutely incredible 
results in the Premier League as 
Manchester United lost 6-1 at 
home to Tottenham, while reign-
ing champion Liverpool was 
thrashed 7-2 away to Aston Villa.

Liverpool’s defence was over-
run for the entire 90 minutes at 
Villa Park with Ollie Watkins 
scoring a fi rst half hat-trick, Jack 
Grealish scoring twice and John 
McGinn and, new arrival, Ross 
Barkley also getting in on the act.

Although Liverpool’s substitute 
goalkeeper Adrian was at fault 
for the opening goal, Villa picked 
holes time-after-time in the Liv-
erpool back line and could have 
had an eighth when Watkins hit 
the bar in the last minute.

Mohamed Salah scored twice 
for Liverpool, but that was scant 
consolation as Liverpool became 
the fi rst reigning champion to 
concede seven goals since 1953.

It was not the only stunning 
result of the weekend. Totten-
ham infl icted a humiliating 6-1 
defeat on Manchester United at 
Old Traff ord as the home side’s 
defense imploded in a disastrous 
performance that Spurs exploited 
to the full.

United had a dream start 
when Bruno Fernandes scored 
a second minute penalty, but 
soon dropped behind as Tanguy 
Ndombele and then Son Heung-
min netted for Spurs.

Things got worse for Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s team as Anthony Mar-
tial was sent off  for lashing out at 

Erik Lamela, and Harry Kane and 
Son made it 4-1 before halftime.

Serge Aurier added a fi fth soon 
after the break, and a Kane pen-
alty 10 minutes from time round-
ed off  the scoring in a game that 
could leave Solskjaer’s job at risk.

Arsenal continued its positive 
start to the season with a 2-1 win 
at home over Sheffi  eld United, 
but Mikel Arteta’s side had to en-
dure a frantic end to its game after 
David McGoldrick curled home a 
spectacular 83rd minute goal for 
the visitors.

Arsenal had led 2-0 through 
goals from Bukayo Saka and Nico-
las Pepe, but McGoldrick’s goal 
left them clinging on for the fi nal 
whistle. An excellent team perfor-
mance from West Ham saw them 
rewarded with a surprise 3-0 win 
away over Leicester City, who had 
demolished Manchester City 5-2 
a week ago.

Michail Antonio, Pablo Fornals 
and Jared Bowen scored West 
Ham’s goals in the 14th, 34th and 
84th minute of the game.

Meanwhile Southampton 
claimed a routine 2-0 victory at 
home to West Bromwich Albion, 
who is still searching for its fi rst 
win of the campaign.

Moussa Djenepo scored his fi rst 
home goal for Southampton in 
the 41st minute and Oriol Romeu 
smacked home a sensational vol-
ley with just over 20 minutes re-
maining as the Saints kept their 
second clean sheet in two games.

Wolves also claimed three 
points thanks to Pedro Neto’s 
56th minute goal at home against 
a Fulham side still looking for its 
fi rst point since returning to the 
top-fl ight.

James Rodriguez scored 
twice and added an assist as 
Everton beat Brighton 4-2 to 
keep its 100 percent winning re-
cord on Saturday.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin’s 16th 
minute header put Everton ahead 
but Brighton equalized through 
Neal Maupay after a Jordan Pick-
ford error.

Yerry Mina’s header put Ever-

ton back in front on the stroke of 
halftime and James rounded off  
an excellent individual display 
with two second half goals.

Leeds United and Manchester 
City producing a thrilling 1-1 draw 
which lived up to expectations in 
terms of entertainment and sus-
pect defending.

Raheem Sterling opened the 
scoring for the visitors in the 17th 
minute, but Rodrigo Moreno’s 
fi rst goal for Leeds in the 59th 
minute, following an error from 
City keeper Ederson, gave his side 
a point they more than deserved.

Ben Chilwell had a perfect 
Chelsea debut with the opening 
goal and an assist for Kurt Zou-
ma in Chelsea’s 4-0 win at home 
over Crystal Palace, which was 
rounded off  by two penalties from 
Jorginho.

Saturday ended with Newcastle 
United winning 3-1 at home over 
Burnley thanks to an excellent 
display from winger Allan Saint-
Maximin and two goals from Cal-
lum Wilson. Xinhua

Liverpool’s defence 

was overrun for the 

entire 90 minutes at 

Villa Park with Ollie 

Watkins scoring a 

fi rst half hat-trick

HAT-TRICK GOAL:  Aston Villa’s Ollie Watkins celebrates after scoring his hat-trick goal during the 

English Premier League match between Aston Villa and Liverpool at Villa Park in Britain.

Top-seeded Halep 

stunned by Swiatek, 

Nadal moves on

PARIS: Top seed Simona Ha-
lep’s 17-game winning streak was 
snapped on Sunday at Roland 
Garros, as the Romanian ended 
her run for a third major title 6-1, 
6-2 following a devastating per-
formance from Iga Swiatek in the 
women’s singles fourth-round 
match.

The 19-year-old Pole needed 
just 68 minutes to avenge her exit 
to the 2018 champion last year in 
Paris at the same stage.

“I don’t know what happened ac-
tually, I felt like I was playing per-
fectly, I was so focused the whole 
match, even I am surprised that I 
can do that,” said the 54th-ranked 
Swiatek, who fi red 30 winners and 
won 81 percent of her fi rst-serve to 
wrap up the victory.

“I wasn’t experienced at all 
then, that was my fi rst match on 
a big stadium like that, so I was 
pretty stressed,” Swiatek said of 
her fourth-round loss to Halep 
last year.

“Since then, I’ve made huge pro-
gress because I’ve played a few big 
matches, against Simona, against 
Caroline Wozniacki and Naomi 
Osaka, and I think it helped me a 
lot and now I feel like I can handle 
the pressure,” Swiatek added.

Halep didn’t play at her best, 
especially when facing a fi ring 
teenager who combined her drop 
shot and backhand so perfectly 
throughout the match.

“She played unbelievable today 
and she was everywhere and she 
hit all the balls in a very strong, 
very powerful way,” the world 
No.2 said after the match. “It was 
a little bit cold and I couldn’t be at 
my best.”

“I knew she was going to be ag-
gressive. I knew that she’s playing 
this way. Today it worked really 
well for her,” Halep added. “At this 
level, nobody surprises anybody 
anymore because everyone has a 
big level and it depends on the day 
that you are.”

Swiatek is to face another un-
expected winner from the fourth 
round - Martina Trevisan, as the 
world No. 159 stunned another ti-
tle favorite Kiki Bertens 6-4, 6-4 in 
a later match on Court Suzanne-
Lenglen.

“I’m living in a dream. I came 
here two weeks ago to my Roland-
Garros qualifying but today I’m 
here in the quarterfi nals,” said the 
26-year-old Italian qualifi er, who 
hadn’t played a Grand Slam main 
draw before this year’s Australian 
Open, where she suff ered an early 
fi rst-round exit.

On the men’s side, 12-time Ro-
land Garros winner Rafael Nadal 
continued his run after dropping 
only four games to complete a 
6-1, 6-1, 6-2 win over American 
youngster Sebastian Korda, son 
of 1998 Australian Open winner 
Petr Korda. Xinhua

R O L A N D  G A R R O S

Barca drops 1st 
point as win 
over Levante 
takes Real 
Madrid on top

MADRID: FC Barcelona 
dropped its fi rst points of the 
season when it was held to a 1-1 
draw in the Camp Nou Stadium 
by Sevilla on Sunday night. 

Sevilla opened the scoring 
in the 7th minute when Luuk 
de Jong fi red home with his 
left foot after Barca failed to 
deal with a corner, but Barca 
levelled barely a minute later 
when Jesus Navas was unable 
to clear Jordi Alba’s ball into 
the area, allowing Coutinho to 
pick his spot.

The fi rst 45 minutes were en-
tertaining, but after the break 
Barca began to look fatigued. 
Ronald Koeman made several 
changes, bringing Francisco 
Trincao, Pedri and Miralem 
Pjanic into the action, while 
Sergino Dest made his debut for 
the injured Jordi Alba. 

Despite Trincao having a 
late shot saved, Barca didn’t do 
enough to win, while Sevilla 
looked happy with a point. 

Real Madrid won 2-0 away at 
Levante in a game played in Vil-
larreal’s El Madrigal Stadium 
thanks to an excellent fi rst half 
goal from Vinicius Jr, who curled 
his shot in at the far post and an 
injury time goal from Karim Ben-
zema and a series of important 
saves from Thibaut Courtois sent 
his side on top of the table. 

Osasuna got back to winning 
ways with a 2-0 win at home 
over Celta Vigo, thanks to a 
23rd-minute goal from Facundo 
Roncaglia, who fi red home from 
outside of the Celta penalty 
area, before crossing for Jona-
than Calleri to head home the 
second for the Pamplona-based 
outfi t. Xinhua
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OMAN OIL PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by December 
2020 reaching $39.67, said Dubai 
Mercantile Exchange (DME). The DME 
statement said that the price of Oman oil 
rose 62 cents from the price on Friday, 
which was $39.05. - ONA

MSM INDEX ENDS LOWER
The MSM index closed at 3,592.69 
points, down 0.07 per cent from the 
previous close. The Sharia Index ended 
up 0.44 per cent at 515.93 points. SMN 
Power, up 5.63 per cent was the top 
gainer while Oman National Engineer 
5.08 per cent, was the top loser.

Oman’s crude oil 
production falls 
7.5% in August

MUSCAT: The Sultanate’s oil pro-
duction, including condensates, 
stood at 233.57 million barrels un-
til the end of August 2020, accord-
ing to the latest data released by 
the National Centre for Statistics 
and Information (NCSI).

Of the total production, crude 
oil production fell by 7.5 per cent 
at 190.91 million barrels while 
condensates production rose 
by 45.2 per cent to touch 42.66 
million barrels.

Oman recorded a daily average 
crude oil production of 957,300 
barrels at the end of August 2020, 
against 970,500 barrels over the 
same period of 2019, the NCSI re-
port added. However, the average 
price of Oman crude fell by 26.3 
per cent to reach $47.7 per barrel 
till the end of August 2020, from 
$64.7 per barrel in the same period 
of 2019.

The Sultanate exported 193.63 
million barrels of crude oil till the 
end of August 2020, against 196.59 
million barrels for the same period 
of 2019, falling by 1.5 per cent.

In terms of exports, China re-
tained its position as the leading 
destination for Sultanate’s crude 
oil exports till the end of August 
2020, with the country importing 
171.06 million barrels of crude oil 
from Oman.

This was followed by India (6.67 
million barrels), South Korea (4.99 
million barrels and Japan (1.60 
million barrels).

Oman produced 354.3 million 
barrels of oil and exported 310.3 
million barrels in 2019. Besides, 
the country’s daily oil production 
stood at 970,900 barrels last year.

Oman’s natural gas produc-
tion and imports fell 1.3 per cent 

to 30,348 million cubic metres 
(MNCM) at the end of August 
2020, from 30,737 MNCM for the 
same period of 2019.

Of this, non-associated gas and 
imports rose by 1.3 per cent to 
25,587 MNCM and associated gas 
production fell 13 per cent to 4,760 
MNCM, added the NCSI report.

The use of natural gas in indus-
trial projects fell by 6 per cent to 
reach 18,095 MNCM at the end 
of August 2020, against 19,251 
MNCM for the same period of 2019. 
As much as 7,158 MNCM of natural 
gas was used in oil fi elds, against 
6,229 MNCM units consumed for 
the same period of 2019. - ONA

Oman recorded a 

daily average crude 

oil production of 

957,300 barrels at the 

end of August 2020

NCSI DATA: China retained its position as the leading destination 

for Sultanate’s crude oil exports till the end of August 2020, with 

the country importing 171.06 million barrels of oil from Oman.

New exploration and production pact signed

MUSCAT: The Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals signed a new 
Exploration and Production Shar-
ing Agreement for having the right 
to explore and develop the conces-
sion Block 70, which occupies an 
overall area of 639 sqkm.

The agreement was signed on 
behalf of the government by Dr 
Mohammed bin Hamed Al Rum-
hy, Minister of Energy and Miner-
als, while Talal bin Saif Al-Subhi 
signed it on behalf of the Swedish 

Maha Energy (Oman) Company. 
The commitment of the company 
under the pact is for obtaining 
geological and geophysical stud-
ies, reprocess 3D seismic and drill 
appraisal and Pilot wells to evalu-
ate and produce the heavy oil in 
Mafraq fi eld in the block.

The ministry wishes the com-
pany’s eff orts will be successful in 
discovering hydrocarbons which 
will increase the reserves and the 
production in the country. - ONA

M I N I S T R Y  O F  E N E R G Y  A N D  M I N E R A L S

New data centre to revolutionise 

telecommunications in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Taking yet another 
major technological stride that 
will further revolutionise the fu-
ture of telecommunications in 
Oman and the Middle East re-
gion, Omantel has announced the 
opening of MC1, an international 
data centre built in collaboration 
with Equinix – the world’s digital 
infrastructure company. 

The facility is the fi rst world-
class, carrier-neutral hub in Oman 
where carriers, content providers 
and cloud providers can colocate 
their critical IT infrastructure.

This state-of-the-art hub, an 
International Business Exchange 
(IBX) data centre, that has been 
opened in Barka is strategically 
located between Asia, Africa and 
Europe. MC1 will serve as a re-
gional interconnection hub pro-
viding ultra-low latency connec-
tion points between key global 
business markets. The new facil-
ity benefi ts from direct connec-
tivity to strategic cable landing 
stations (CLS) and subsea cable 
systems that terminate directly 
inside the facility, providing cus-
tomers with increased perfor-
mance and security, along with 
signifi cant cost savings.

Talal Al Mamari, CEO of Om-
antel, said, “Today, data centre 
infrastructure sits at the heart of 
global ICT and enables all of us to 
enjoy the cloud-based apps and 
services we use every day. MC1 
represents a signifi cant step for-
ward for Oman and the Middle 
Eastern ICT markets. We are de-
lighted that the facility is now op-
erational, and together with Equi-
nix, we hope to enable a new era of 
telecommunications both region-
ally and globally. Coupled with 
the majority of the GCC’s interna-
tional submarine cables landing 

in Oman, all accessible from the 
Equinix data centre, we believe 
this partnership will further en-
hance Oman’s competitiveness in 
the global digital economy.”

MC1 will provide customers 
with direct access to the Equinix 
Internet Exchange, creating a re-
gional peering hub for networks, 
content providers and large en-
terprises to exchange internet 
traffi  c over the world’s largest 
peering solution. MC1 is Equi-
nix’s fi rst data centre in Oman 
and its fourth in the Mena region.

Joint venture with Equinix
Omantel entered into a joint 
venture with Equinix in 2018 to 
deliver data centre and intercon-
nection services to customers in 
the Middle East through the de-
velopment of the new network-
dense data centre. 

The resulting site, MC1, is op-
erated by Equinix and includes 
23,600+ square feet of colocation 
space and 725 cabinets. The site 
also can grow to 2,150+ cabinets 
with future IBX builds. 

With subsea cable systems ter-
minating directly in MC1, the site 
benefi ts from continued invest-
ments by Omantel in multiple 
strategic subsea cable systems 
throughout the world, reaching 

over 50 countries globally. Om-
antel currently has investments 
in more than 20 subsea cable 
systems and leverages six diverse 
landing stations in Oman and one 
in Marseille, France. 

Eugene Bergen Henegouwen, 
President, EMEA, Equinix, said, 
“We are seeing accelerated de-
mand for digital transformation 
in Mena. Across diff erent sectors, 
organisations are reassessing 
their cloud adoption strategies 
and cloud readiness. In the digi-
tal age, companies need to reach 
all the right places and partners 
to seize the opportunity, and they 
need to do it out at the edge. 

“Our partnership with Oman-
tel greatly supports our ability to 
meet this need, particularly as our 
customers can now leverage Om-
antel’s signifi cant subsea cable in-
frastructure. This type of coloca-
tion and interconnection services 
platform creates a magnetic eff ect 
that draws in more users that can 
leverage a global subsea cable fab-
ric connecting cities, countries 
and continents. Along with this, 
our investment in the Middle 
East market, including the new 
data centre in Oman, refl ects our 
commitment to our customers as 
they continue their digital trans-
formation journeys.”

W O R L D - C L A S S  F A C I L I T Y

India’s gas price 

cut will lower 

earnings of 

ONGC, Oil India

SINGAPORE: The recently an-
nounced 25 per cent reduction 
in domestic natural gas prices 
to 1.79 dollars per million Brit-
ish thermal units (MMBtu) from 
2.39 dollars per MMBtu on a 
gross calorifi c value basis is credit 
negative for upstream companies 
like Oil and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion (ONGC) and Oil India Ltd 
(OIL) as it will lower their rev-
enue from gas sales, according to 
Moody’s Investors Service.

These companies are already 
grappling with low oil prices 
and a further reduction in natu-
ral gas prices will lead to fall in 
their earnings. However, said 
Moody’s, gas sales account for 
18 to 19 per cent of the compa-
nies’ upstream revenues.

After three consecutive price 
reductions in 12 months, India’s 
gas prices are at their lowest 
level since November 2014.

“We estimate ONGC’s rev-
enue and EBITDA will decline 
by Rs 1,500 crore to 1,600 crores 
because of lower gas prices. 
The decline equates to around 
0.4 per cent of the company’s 
expected consolidated revenue 
and around 3.5 per cent of con-
solidated EBITDA for fi scal 
2021,” said Moody’s.

However, ONGC’s credit met-
rics have suffi  cient capacity to 
withstand the decline in gas 
prices. - ANI

D O M E S T I C  N A T U R A L  G A S

This state-of-the-art hub, an International Business 

Exchange data centre, that has been opened in 

Barka, will serve as a regional interconnection 

hub providing ultra-low latency connection points 

between key global business markets
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 VACANCY CARGORENT

CARGO/logistics?

place your ad here
EMAIL: classifieds@timesofoman.com

For Tally sales, services or customization
Contact: TallyGuru +968-79248644

Email:  guru.prasad@rltsgroup.com
Roudh Lotas Group LLC

www.nexusnovel.com

Advertise with us
s e n d  E M A I L  t o : 
c la  s s i f i e d s @ t im  e s o f o ma  n .co m

Place
Your Ad
Here

S E N D  e m a i l  T O :
c l a ss  i f i eds   @
t i m eso   f o m a n . c o m

GeoMatics Middle East
M i d d l e  E a s t

Matics
Geo

SALES        SERVICE        SUPPORT        RENTAL        CALIBRATION

Association with

SURVEYING PRODUCTS CALIBRATION (All Brands)
info: sales@geomaticsme.com GSM :+968 9979 5180

SERVICE / WANTED?

P L A C E  y o u r 
a d  HERE  

S E N D  e m a i l  T O :
c l a ss  i f i eds   @ t i m eso   f o m a n . c o m

*Classified Advertisement space booking with text, 
should be done till 12.00 noon for next day’s publication. 

* Subject to space availability
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connect
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available wanted

matrimonial

notice

for rent

SITUATION WANTEDservices

Job Vacancies

for sale

Job vacancies

Job vacancies

Job vacancies

Sales / Marketing

ENGINEER

domestic help

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

ITcatering

MISCELLANOUS
Medical

MANAGER

 
2BHK near Oman house &CBD.
Contact 99233116
 
2 Flat with 3BHK, 2W/R with dining 
& Kitchen in Wadi kabir. Contact 
99718875, 94100959
 
1BHK with dining & kitchen in Wadi 
Kabir. Contact 99718875, 94100959

Accounting, Taxation, Consulting, 
Advisory Services. 
Contact: 99884291 / 99741875. 
VIPUL70@GMAIL.COM
 
General Cleaning, pest Control.
Contact 93688051, 95690451 
 
Pest Control Treatments – Cock-
roaches, Ants. Ocean Centre LLC, 
Contact 9932 9289, 
Email sales@oceancentre.co
 

Wanted legal advisor. 
Email mwm30033@yahoo.com. 
Contact 27243393
 
Looking for Electrician, Plumber, 
Carpenter, Foreman, Office Staff. 
Contact 24709144 
Email: atf24704415@gmail.com 
 
Urgently required Civil Engineers, 
Project Managers, Project Engi-
neers, QA/QC Civil Engineers, F&B 
Manager, Blue collars with local 
experience & NOC available for an 
reputed construction Company. 
Email hr@oasisgrace.com
Contact 99881459

mechanic/technic.

s u n d ay,  j a n ua r y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 0

bayie.com
c3

Pest control & Building cleaning 
all kinds of pest control 
building. Cleaning � les / 

Marble polishing monthly/ 
Yearly contracts available. 

Contact: 98814733 /98814740 
Al Husn Cleaning L.L.C

SITUATION WANTEDTOUr SITUATION WANT-NrI

SITUATION WANT-SErvIcES

SITUATION WANTEDFOr SALE

SITUATION WANT-SErvIcES

SITUATION WANT-cHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION WANTEDSErvIcES

MATrIMONIAL

Parents of south Indian Muslim 
girl, 19 yrs studying degree, invites 

suitable marriage proposal from the 

parents of South Indian well educat-

ed Muslim boys (Preferably Kerala & 

Tamil Nadu). Contact 97528769 

 
Vaniya boy 37, legally divorced 
working in Media kerala seek alli-

ance from Emplyed any caste girls 

below 32 yrs.  

Contact 968-99351386, 751084099

 

Need alliance for Delhi based Mus-

lim age 40 plus Engineer working in 

Muscat.invite proposals from well 

educated,homely girl.caste/Nation-

ality no bar.  Contact 99378559.  

matrimonialOman@gmail.com

bUSINESS

bUSINESS
Running Fire & safety company 
looking for working partner with-

out Investment. Contact 99221683, 

99319670 

 
Very Senior manager India with 30 

yrs Exp in different fields in Oman 

an expert to turn the sick business 

in to profitable one. Looking for chal-

lenging contract. Contact: 79238646 

 

TrANSPOrTATION

Transportation available in Muscat.
Contact 79102100 

 
Transporting. Contact 95068976

 
Transport, Contact 93489544 

 
Transportation available. 79102100 

GOOD NEWS
Ayurvedic treatment for  back-

ache, paralysis, arthritis etc & mas-

sage, All Season (Vaidyaratnam). 

Contact: 24475280 / 95371664 / 

92504980  www.siddhayur.com Alliance invites for Keralite RC boy, 

39/185, Pala diocese interior design-

er in Oman. # 92162420, 93925621

DrIvING

EDU./cLASSES

Learn driving with professional 

teachers. Contact: 94022250

Professional part time Account-
ing service (daily/weekly/monthly 

basis), Auditing, Taxation service, 

Tally soft. & training # 92661357 

 
Midawa trd, All maintenance 
work, plumbing, painting, ceramic 

fixing, interlock work & mainte-

nance. # 96191837 / 98937266 

 
Cleaning of Carpets/sofa sham-
pooing. New/Old building.  

Contact 71796679, 95120338 

 
We handle Part time accounts 
work email: shakeel.shaikh@

alfikraglobal.com or 92858693

 

Call us to upgrade your house with 

new design, painting, renovation, 

breaking & making. # 92890506

 

General cleaning & Pest Control. 

Contact 93688051/95690451

 
Carpet Shampoo, marble & tile  

polishing, pest control & anti-

termite treatment, general cleaning 

painting, Plumbing, Electrical, 

shifting. Contact Mundhir l-Rizaiqi 

trading. L.L.C  24810137, 99450130

*Classified Advertisement
space booking with text,

should be done till 12.00 noon
for next day’s publication. 

* Subject to space availability

I MOHAMMAD YAMEEN  (holder of 

Indian Passport No. L6680311 ) son 

of MOHAMMAD HANEEF having 

permanent residence in Vill Talab-

pur Ka Mazra Sadar P S Bhot Ram-

pur UP (complete postal address 

in India) and presently residing  P 

O Box 2118,PC 112 Ruwi(complete 

postal address in Oman) , intend to 

change my name from MOHAMMAD 
YAMEEN (old name) to MOHAM-
MAD YAMEEN TURKI (new name) 

for all practical purpose. Any objec-

tion towards my name change may 

please be communicated to Em-

bassy Of India, Muscat, Diplomatic 

Quarters, Al Khuwair,P.Box.No.1727, 

Postal Code 112,Ruwi,Sultanate Of 

Oman

Taxation, Accounting & Auditing.
Contact 99879763

 

For Smart Investors, small invest-

ments needed for short term with 

very high returns. Secured repay-

ment. Contact 90142372

Nurse required for a GP doctor 
clinic. Visa is ready, clinic to begin 
operation immediately. Interested 
candidate Contact /whatsapp Emran 
95956363

Required Restaurant Manager for 
successfully running restaurant. Ex-
perience min 4 Yrs with Valid Oman 
Driving Licence. Clearance Available. 
Contact: 91250171

Wanted Sales Executive with GCC 
D/L, having Engineering background 
for a Company deals with Automatic 
doors - After Sales Operations E-mail 
CV to: accounts@alatonoman.com 
Or Fax: 24700408 

Required Aluminum Technicians 
5 No’s (immediate appointment)For 
Our ISO Certified Aluminum Fabrica-
tion Unit in Capital Area. With Mini-
mum 3 Years’ Experience preference 
will be given For local appointments 
with NOC from previous sponsor. 
Contact 93215645, 91400270
 
BE/Diploma, 10 years experience in 
continous process plant mainte-
nance. email msindco@gmail.com
 
Process supervisor, BE/B.Sc, 10 
years experience in process plant 
operation maintenance. 
email msindco@gmail.com 
 
Urgently required 3 to 4 years gulf 
experience HVAC technician for 
areputed company.Visa available.Send 
your biodata to: mrmowla@gmail.com 

*Classified Advertisement
space booking with text,

should be done till 12.00 noon
for next day’s publication. 

* Subject to space availability

JOB VACANCIES,
             JOB WANTED?

PLACE
YOUR AD

HERE
S E N D e m a i l T O:

c l a ss  i fi eds   @ t i m eso   f o m a n.co m

Mechanical engineer BE/diploma, 
10 years experience in contionus 
process plant maintenance. 
email msindco@gmail.com

FOR RENT, FOR SALE?

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
email: classifieds@timesofoman.com

1 or 2 year experience accountant 
with good Computer, English knowl-
edge & Oman driving licence. Email 
primeinfra03@gmail.com 
 
Required Accounts Executive with 
02 years experience & email:  
jobsmct4@gmail.com

Disinfection & Sanitation Treat-
ments - Ocean Centre LLC, 
Contact 9932 9289 
Email sales@oceancentre.co
 
Carpet & Sofa Shampooing, Gen-
eral Cleaning – Offices, Villas, Flats.
Ocean Centre LLC # 99329289 
Email sales@oceancentre.co
 
Carpet Shampoo, marble & tile  
polishing, pest control & anti-
termite treatment, general cleaning 
painting, Plumbing, Electrical, shift-
ing. Contact Mundhir l-Rizaiqi trad-
ing. L.L.C # 24810137, 99450130

Need of software developers in .net, 
oracle, SQL, PLSQL, sales person (IT 
Hardware & software) & Accountants 
with 0-5 Yrs. experience. 
Email: it.cv.oman@gmail.com

Looking for North Indian cooks, 
South Indian cooks, Bengali cooks, 
Chapathi baker, Kitchen helper, 
Dietitian (female), Restaurant helpers 
and Waiters. 
Email: abraham.d@akfoodsforyou.com

A dentist vacancy in a private 
clinic in Sharqiya. Send CV to 
dentalclinic1212@gmail.com
 
Urgently required Arab speaking 
gynecologist, pediatrician, dentist 
orthodontist; internist and radiolo-
gist for Salalah-Oman. Preferably 
with MOH license. Whatsapp no: 
+968 98899345. Email: 
dofarmarketingdpt@gmail.com

Required industrial field experi-
ence sales executive and elec-
trocution. Please send resume on 
Email: osgcfinance@yahoo.com 
 
Required outdoor sales executive 
for leading signage company. 
Contact 91258644 
 
A Leading Home Security products 
Distribution company requires 
Network Engineer with 2 to 5 years 
experience in similar field and
 
Well established company required 
experienced Salesman with Oman 
driving license for marketing of 
Building Materials, Concrete products 
, Crusher Materials and Ready Mix.
Interested candidate please send your 
resumes to: saud@albadrigroup.com, 
infojobssales@gmail.com

Wanted an Indian cook for a reputed 
Indian family in Muscat. 
Contact 92356967, 2456 1352

Looking for used Forklifts any 
capacity and JCB Backhoe Loader 
4 CX.. Equipment. Age should not 
be more than 05 years and must be 
available in Oman. 
Contact  92140709, 99224602

Nair Boy, B.Tech. MBA, 28/185cm 
, pooradam, working in MNC in 
india, Palakkad settled, seeks 
suitable alliances from parents of 
well educated Girls. Parent contact: 
00919446400483.

Anwar Al-Mohab for Cont AS-
STD company announces that it 
is registered  with the commercial 
register secretariat at the Ministry of 
Trad & Industry under No 1212569 
announces that it is in the process 
of transferring its legal from ASSTD 
- company to One Person company  
in accordance with Article No 30 
of the Commercial Companies Law 
No. 2019/18 .. and its amendment 
and on the all anyone who objects 
to this must submit the reasons for 
his objection to the Commercial 
Registry Secretariat at the Ministry 
of Trad & Industry within a period of 
one month from the date publishing 
of this announcement.

Urgently required a housemaid for 
an Indian family at Ghubrah. 
Contact 92823922
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PURCHASE/LOGISTICS

hospitality

12 years experience in Oman, Seek 
job for Warehouse and Logistics 
operation, D/L noc. avl. Contact  
97988048, 97032171 
 
Indian Male (MBA, Age-36 years), 
Procurement Specialist, having over 
10 years of experience in Oman, is 
seeking for a suitable placement. 
NOC and valid Oman Driving license 
available. Contact 96135707
 
Senior Procurement Engineer, 
M.tech-Civil, Looking for a job, NOC 
Available, Immediate Joining, Indian 
Male, 38yrs, have over 16+ years 
UAE& Oman experience.  
E. syedkamaalsaba@yahoo.com,  
Whatsapp +96871144578,  
Contact +917766019519

Indian male accountant/MBA 
finance graduate with 3 years 
experience in the same field.Oman 
D/L,seeking job,own resident visa or 
NOC available. 
Email acc.anwar.om@gmail.com 
 
Operation Manager/Sr. Accountant 
20 yrs Exp in leading MNC shipping 
& Logistics and Trading companies 
in Oman. Working experience in 
Orion (Oracle), Dolphin (Sybase) 
ERP. D/L & NOC available. 
Contact 95271876

MCOM, 11 Years Experience 
Expat Female Urgently Seeks Ac-
counts Job. NOC available. Contact 
98081924 / 96399435

Inventory, Accounts & Purchase: 
Indian male 30, having 8 years 
experience with good dedication 
and skills, looking for a suitable op-
portunity.NOC available. 
Contact: 96219904. 
Email: khanshah98@gmail.com 
 
12 years experienced Audit proffe-
sional 8 years in Oman looking for a 
placement in any related field ready 
to join immediately. 
Contact 96740556. Email 
divyaroop.prakash@gmail.com 
 
Senior Accountant - Indian male, 
12 years experience in oman in 
all area of accounts. D/L and NOC. 
Ready to join. Pls contact 97373853 
 
Inventory, Accounts & Purchase, 
Indian male 30, having 8 years 
experience with good dedication 
and skills, looking for a suitable op-
portunity.NOC available. 
Contact: 96219904 
Email: khanshah98@gmail.com 
 
Indian Male Accountant, B.Com, 18 
years experience in Oman looking 
for Accountant job. NOC available. 
Please contact 92649449 Email: 
manojandaloor@gmail.com 
 

Job wanted

Job wanted

Job wanted

Sales / Marketing

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

driver

architect

it manager

DESIGNER/AUTOCAD
D/MAN

ENGINEER ENGINEER

ADMIN/HR

Looking job of driver with 9 years 
experience in Oman. #93191575

Indian Male 37 Years, Graduate 
in Finance Management . Oman 
10 Years Experience . Interested in 
Sales & Marketing . Driving Licence 
Available . Looking for a Suitable 
Position. Contact No. 78312303 
 
Salesman/office driver, 15 yrs 
experience. Valid D/L. Muscat area.
Contact 79818772 
 
B.E Civil Indian M 24 Y Sales Exp 
in Sales/Marketing/Team Lead/ 
Manager/Business Development. 
Available in Oman with NOC. Looking 
for Any Job. Contact 78186546 
 
Indian Male 32, having over 9 years 
of oman exp in sales & Marketing 
ls seeking for a suitable placement. 
NOC & Valid Oman Driving license 
available Gsm 92460904 
 
Filipino, male with more than 10 
years experience in Oman as Sales 
associate, customer service, admin-
istrative office, real estate, rent a car, 
purchaser and Logistics with driving 
license. Contact 97761075

Looking for driver job, experience of 
7 years. Contact 96317701
 
Looking for driving job, 3 years 
experience in Muscat. Contact 
78071219
 
Bangaldeshi light driving 6 
yrs exp,looking for job. Contact 
92392272 
 
Looking for driving job. Experience 
10 yrs. Contact 79991690
 
Looking for driving job. Experience 
4 yrs. Contact 79368044
 
Looking for driving job. Experience 
5yrs. Contact 94395257 
 
Light  driver with very well knowl-
edge of Oman roads & areas.can 
speak English,arabic & Hindi. Look-
ing suitable job. Contact 79250786
 
Looking for driver job. # 94447012 
 
Bangaldeshi looking driver job.
Contact 99007210, 96409814

Professional programmer in web, 
server, mobile & networking experi-
ence more than 7 yrs with 15 big 
projects developed innovation It 
strategies & solutions by analysing 
business needs. Contact 97598800 
 
Smart Indian Female with 7+ years 
experience in IT Sales (Hardware 
& Software) having valid Oman DL. 
Looking for a suitable opportunity 
as IT Sales and Business Develop-
ment in a reputed company. 
Contact 968 78368961

B5

Indian female having 8 yrs experi-
ence in the field of software testing 
and administration looking for a 
suitable job. Contact no : 91711326

 
12 yr experience in purchase, store 
management & Inventory D/L. NOC 
Aavailable Gsm 97099785. 
Email rajakmani66@gmail.com 
 
Indian Male, having 18 Years of 
experience in Operations, Purchase, 
Stores & Inventory and Admin-
istration working in a reputed 
Organisation in Oman, looking for a 
suitable placement. Kindly Contact  
96010598. 
 
18 Years of experience in Purchase/
stores/Admin & Inventory in Food 
& Beverage in Oman, looking for a 
placement in Wholesale, Retail or 
Hospitality Industry. Kindly contact 
me on 96010598
 
Indian M.com graduate holding 
Oman DL, 05 Years plus experience 
in purchase / Supply Chain in inter-
national restaurants / Franchisees 
looking for a suitable job. NOC avail-
able. GSM: 90197061 
Email shakeeb77721@gmail.com 
 
Indian Male 45 yrs with 16 yrs exp 
in Oman as Logistic Supervisor, 
seeks a job in Warehouse/Distribu-
tion/FMCG companies, GCC D/L. NOC 
can be arranged. 
Mob: +968-71689224. 
Email truefails@rediffmail.com
 
Procurement Officer 20 years expe-
rience in Oman looking for suitable 
position. Contact  97903411

Accountant Indian Male, Mcom 13 
years experience in accounts with 
D/L and NOC seeks suitable place-
ment. Contact 99757409 
 
Well experienced Accounts/finace 
Manager, looking for placement. 
Salary negotiable. Contact 99044724 
 
Looking for Senior Accountant Job. 
10 Years Experience. Having driving 
license also. Mob - 79202007
 
Senior Accountant: Indian 
Male,MBA Finance, having more 
than 10 year’s GCC including Oman 
& Indian experience in AP, AR, Cash 
flow, VAT, BRS, Trade Finance, P&L, 
BS etc. With Valid D/L. 
Contact: 79702891 
Email: shahoo.mhs@gmail.com 
 
Indian Male M.Com. with 11.5 Yrs(4 
Yrs in UAE & 7.5 Yr in Oman) of GCC 
Experience in Accounts & Finance 
looking for Suitable Job.  
Contact 98381981 
 
Sr Accountant looking for a suit-
able placement,currently working 
in reputed group of company in 
Muscat.Can handle up to finalization 
accounts,10 yrs Oman experience. 
Contact 95764075. 
Email meefazmoo9@gmail.com

mechanic/technic.

Medical

Indian male with 21 years’ experi-
ence in Oman seeks job for Admin / 
HR. Contact 95425764
 
Indian Male, 12 Yrs. experience in 
Oman, seeks job for HR/Admin/Office 
Asst./Secretary. Contact 96992190 / 
97841713 
 
Indian, Degree and diploma holder 
with 4 years experience in Oman as 
front office supervisor. Confident in 
achieving goals seeks Supervisor 
job. Contact 79299556, 90927953 
 
Indian Male, Oman experienced 
Civil Site Supervisor.D/L available 
Seeking suitable placement. 
Contact +968 79797750 Email: 
abhishekrajesh49436@gmail.com
 
Smart Indian, Excellent English, 
Masters, Arabic speaker, 17years 
Oman experience seeks Admin/HR,  
Operations,Corporate/Marketing 
Communication, Credit, Chairman/
CEO Office, Projects. # 99283938
 
31 year Female MBA with Omani 
DL, seeks placement in Admin or 
Finance. Contact 96711850

General manager / Sr.PM, 25+yrs 
Indian professional (BE) MBA, 
PMP, INTD construction projects & 
organisation management, 5+ yrs in 
Oman. D/L, NOC available. Contact 
94634053 
 
20Yrs experienced Indian com-
merce graduate, 3 Years of Fleet 
management in FMCG sector, 7 
years of Contracts, Transportation 
at Oil & Gas sector in Oman, and 
10years of Administration in India. 
D/L & NOC available. Call/Whatsapp 
94777651 

Civil Engineer, 17 years exp. in Oil 
and Gas.Substations (132/11KV and 
400/132 KV )Power Projects, Com-
mercial projects Available to Join 
Immediately, NOC Available Contact 
968-94987133, 
Email pawan.prasad32@gmail.com 
 
Mechanical Engineer, Male 31 years, 
more than 6 years previous experi-
ence in projects, sales & marketing in 
Oil & Gas, and NOC available. 
E-mail: ja237le@gmail.com
 
Indian BE Civil engineer, 8.5 yrs 
experience (06 yrs in Oman0in 
building construction & Industrial 
projects with Oman valid light DL & 
local NOC available. 
Contact 98886175. 
Email ex.igpprakasam@gmail.com 
 
5+ years of experience looking for 
job as Civil Engineer, ready to join 
immediately. Contact 92146076.
Email tauqir.akbar@yahoo.com 
 
Diploma in Electrical and Electron-
ics on visit. seeking job , 20 yrs 
experience in Panel troubleshoot-
ing, panel development work, VFD 
,Cranes service,Machine servicing 
. Can join immediately. Contact 
92375607, 92145430 Email: 
murugavel_maruthappan@yahoo.com
 

Orthodontist ( Dentist ) - Indian 
female orthodontist with Prometric 
and data flow Cleared, 12 years 
experience of Dentistry in Oman 
as well as in India with Oman 
driving license, looking for a suit-
able opportunity in Oman. Contact 
96273929 
 
General Physician 15 yrs experi-
ence, with MOH license need locum/
permanent or contract job prefer-
ably in Sohar region. Experienced in 
dealing paediatric, Geriatric, gynae 
& Obs, infectious diseases, diabetic, 
respiratory & cardiac illness. 
Contact 93231964

Indian male (BE civil engineer) 
3+ exp in construction. Autocadd. 
QS. Site execution NOC available. 
immediate join 94194752. Email 
wahed_abdul@outlook.com
 
Indian male, 18 years experience, 
BE Electrical & Electronic eng,MBA  
in projects, operation, Procurement 
& EHS. Seeking projects & opera-
tion field .willing to joint imme-
diately with NOC,Posses driving 
licence. Contact 72324160. Email: 
globaleng360@gmail.com 
 
Experience electrical engineer 
looking job. Contact 79285656 , 
91766740 
 
HVAC Engineer/MEP coordinator, 
BE Mechanical Engineering, having 
9+years of experience including 5+ 
years in Oman. Efficient in design 
BOQ, project follow up, valid Omani 
D/L .Looking for any full/part time 
job. Contact: 91690765
 
Diploma in Civil Engineer, 12 yrs 
experience. 8 yrs in Oman. Contact 
79078729
 
Electrical engineer, experience 12 
year in Oman. Contact 98148034
 
Planning Engineer currently work-
ing in Muscat, having a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Civil Engineering with 11 
year’s experience in Civil Construc-
tion. I’m looking for a well-estab-
lished Company to gain a competi-
tive edge in Oman. Valid GCC Driving 
License holder. Contact 91007054 
 
Experience HVAC Engineer facil-
ity maintenance around 20years 
experience.Contact  94307181 Email 
minhaj.mohamed@gmail.com
 

Senior Sales & Business Develop-
ment Specialist from Morocco with 
5 years’ experience in Oman looking 
for a suitable opportunity and can 
start immediately. Contact 71744819 
 
Sales manager( MBA ) with 6 years 
experience specialised in seafood 
and FMCG for HORECA and hyper-
market sector looking for suitable 
position. NOC available. 
Contact +968 78321364 
 
Indian male experience in Sales and 
Marketing for 12 years with Driving 
License looking for suitable place-
ment. Contact 92085257 
 
Indian male, 18yrs of experience in 
outdoor sales of FMCG and electron-
ics is seeking suitable placement. 
DL and NOC available. # 91290046

Mechanical engineer, male (25 
yrs) qualified in MEP, NEBOSH, 
Autocad(Revit) seeking job. 
Contact 79165700, 92015294. 
Email melvinsolomon16@gmail.com

Indian, Finance Manager 20Yrs 
Experience, Tradefinance - MIS 
- Budget - Planning - Auditing - 
Finalisation - Banking: 90473368, 
devan801@gmail.com

Assistant Manager in customer 
service / 4 plus years experience 
in hospitality /oman / DL / Female 
seeks job. Contact 79864612

MEP Engineer 15 Yrs, EXP. Arabic/
English D/L. Contact 95752101 
 
BE-Electrical + MBA (TQM), 
37yrs/M, 14yrs of product manage-
ment, QC & Sourcing experience in 
Oman, seek suitable placement, 
M: 78180988, anju48@hotmail.com
 
Civil Site Engineer/Inspector, total 
12 yrs of experience out of which 6 
yrs in consultancy firm supervision.
looking for suitable opporunity,more 
preferably in a Consultancy firm 
with Oman DL.NOC available. # 
78368484 

Civil Site Engineer, Indian male 
34,diploma Civil engineer experi-
ence 12 yrs(9 years in Oman)(5.5 yrs 
in consultancy field).Looking suit-
able job with Oman DL. # 93746877

Indian male 23 years mechanical 
engineer with one year experience 
in manufacturing sector, presently 
on visit visa looking for a suitable 
opening. Contact 94683565. 
ms001suhail@gmail.com 
 
BSc.Survey Engineer 5 years 
experience in construction, Pipeline, 
Infrastructure and road works. 
Contact 96047403
 
Indian male, 18 years experience in 
Electrical engineering & Procure-
ment.Seeking projects & operation 
field Willing to joint immediately 
with NOC Posses driving licence. BE 
E.E.E, MBA. Contact 72324160. 
Email globaleng360@gmail.com
 
Electrical engineer 7 years experi-
ence, CEP, Safety courses, Duqm Re-
finery experience, D/L, # 79474387 
 
Project Engineer 14 yrs experience 
in EPC.Currently available in Muscat 
having NOC.Ready to join with 30 
days. Contact 94051915. 
Email tabish.alam@yahoo.com

BA in Architecture, with 14 years of 
experience, looking for job. 
Contact  92530934. 
Email: zahra.sadegh7@yahoo.com

AutoCAD Draftsman, Experienced 
draftsman looking freelance job.
Contact 99718163
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iT system administrator Indian 

male 28 BE CSE CCNA graduate 

with 5 yrs experience in Indian 

looking for suitable job.On visit 

.Contact 93674784 

 

23 Years indian Male, Diploma In 

Mechanical Engineering. 1 Years 

work experience in Oman. Avail-

able on family join visa. Looking 

for suitable placement. Contact 

968- 79121923, 99224057 

 
an experienced HR Professional 
(around 2 Years) seeks opportu-

nity in HR, Administration, IT-

Support, Data Entry or IT Teacher. 

Can Join Immediately.IELTS: 

6.5-Bands.Phone / WhatsApp: 

+968949773471. 

Email hshakjaveed@gmail.com

 
indian Female, B.e. in electronics 
& communication + CCNA (Rout-

ing & Switching) fresher,studied in 

Oman, looking for suitable place-

ments.Contact 99636352

 

indian Male-43 yrs. Experience 

in trailer driver, GCC holding valid 

heavy licence.Seeking suitable job.

NOC available. Mob - 99449686, 

91- 9526956869.

 
Female, Planning engineer, Be 
Mech, 13 years experience with 

oil & gas Engineering Field and 

construction Projects seeking a 

suitable job Contact no : 97408929 

 
Diploma in electrical engineer 

(8 years Experience in Installati

on of LT line, Vendor Coordination, 

Arrange Quotation from supplier 

for Tender/Work). 

Contact 91-9771492886 

 
Filipino male w/ release. , with 

8 years exp. in OMAN: ADMIN, 

accounting, purchasing, Knows 

Tally ERP 9 and microsoft’s excel, 

97890657, email:  

hernandezjanlouis27@gmail.com

 
B.Tech in civil engineering 
(structural), 23 yrs fresher(trained 

for 5 months)seeking job as 

structural Engineering, familiar 

with various software. Contact 

78274434.Email mohammedarsh-

adjunaid@gmail.com 

 
indian well experienced sr 
accountant or Chief account-

ant, looking for suitable place-

ment. Contact 95362046. Email 

srjobinoman@yahoo.com 

 
autocaD Draftsman with 8 years 

of Oman Experience, Architecture 

& Structural drafting. N.O.C avail-

able Contact: 78253720

 
Hse oFFiceR, 15 years ex-

perience.Seeking job to join a 

reputed firm. Contact What-

sApp-968-99626821

 
accountant indian Male 26yrs 

with MBA Finance having 5yrs 

experience, 3yrs in Oman look-

ing for suitable position of an 

Accountant. NOC Available. GSM: 

95394439.  

Email: mohdanas040@gmail.com 

 
a Technical Graduate with 

around 2 Years’ Experience in 

HR-Admin, seeks opportunity 

in HR, Administration, Desktop-

Support(IT), Data Entry or IT 

Teacher.IELTS: 6.5-Bands.Con-

tact/ WhatsApp: +968949773471.

Email: hshakjaveed@gmail.com

 
indian/male (28)/MBA/4 years’ 

experience in procurement and 

coordination with valid Oman.

licence. Available for immedi-

ate joining. Contact: 92536194. 

Email:suhailbs@gmail.com

 
Mechanical engineer - NIT Surat, 

Gujarat, India - Oman resident 

with DL - one year work experi-

ence - Contact: 91756930 

 

indian male M.Tech(ece) 4 yrs 

exp. as a Sales Engineer in In-

dustrial Automation, PLC, SCADA 

with a valid Saudi D/L. Looking for 

a good opportunity. # 98240758  

mohdrashidali87@gmail.com

 
indian 15 yrs oman experience 
B.Com ,ICWA9Inter) PGDBM head-

ed Finance,logistics established 

Company. 93870808, 93883272

 
electrical engineer 4 yrs 6 

months experience with NOC 

available. Contact 90863138.

Email guntisiddharth@gmail.com 
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an experienced HR Professional 
(Indian) (around 2 Years) seeks 

opportunity in HR, Administra-

tion, IT-Support, Data Entry or IT 

Teacher. Can Join Immediately 

On visit expires 6th Feb.IELTS: 

6.5-Bands.Phone / WhatsApp:  

+968 94977347.  

Email: hshakjaveed@gmail.com 

 
civil engineer Contact 78012115

 
indian Male HR /admin - MBA 

, BCOM having 9 years experi-

ence in Gulf 5 yr and India 4 yr 

looking for suitable placement.# 

97914340.  

Email: rahulkv30@yahoo.com

 
Part time accounts/Data entry.
Experienced Accountant looking 

for part time Accounts/Data entry 

job. Please contact:  98649698

 
indian Male, 15 years Oman 

experience with valid Oman D/L 

looking for job in sales. NOC avail-

able. Contact 95356820 

 
Result driven business manager 
seeking an opportunity where 15 

years of trading and management 

experience can be applied to im-

prove the sales and enhancing the 

company revenue. # 95124176

 
indian Male 29 years B.E(Civil) 

having 6 yr Gulf experience as 

Project coordinator looking for 

suitable placement. Oman D/L # 

99682689. fayiz.yh@gmail.com 

 
indian Male HR /admin and 
Purchase - MBA ,BCOM having 

9years experience in Gulf 5 yr 

and India 4 yr looking for suitable 

placement. Contact : 97914340. 

Email:  

binthjumatrading@gmail.com 

 
indian Male - accountant  MCOM, 

BCOM having 7years experience 

in Gulf 4yr and India 3yr looking 

for suitable placement.  

Contact : 97432723. Email:  

tonythomasjohn777@gmail.com 

 
looking part-time housemaid job 

surrounding area of Ghobra / Aziba 

like cooking, washing & cleaning 

post-delivery support, baby care. 

contact 79293053.

 
Male, looking for a job in admin-
istration or office coordinator, 
extremely familiar with the Oman 

market Not looking into Sales or 

Marketing. Looking forward to 

hearing from potential companies.

Having D/L. # 93264375 email:  

vpnandakishore@gmail.com 

 
Draftsman 2 years’ experi-
ence. Looking for suitable job 

(Indian male). Contact 968 

93083224/919791452601. Email: 

elaison.c@gmail.com

 
indian Female 10 years, ex-
perience as cook, South 

Indian,Gujarati Special,looking For 

Part Time. Contact : 95795971 

 
indian Male (30), MBa-Finance, 
6 years experience in electrical 

and lighting industry as Sales 

Executive-project sales (outdoor), 

specialized in lighting for resi-

dential and commercial projects.

Contact 94560161. 

Email qaisebukhari@gmail.com

 
situation Wanted* Mechanical 
engineer specialized in quality 
inspection with cswip 3.1 & ASNT 

LEVEL II certifications looking for 

an opening in oil & gas industry.

currently in Muscat. # 96206400 

or (awrunedathil@gmail.com

 
indian male Diploma (Cinematog-

raphy) & BA English with 5 yrs of 

experience in sales and Marketing 

field  Seeking suitable placement.

currently in Oman on visit.  

Contact 78150989. 

Email: alexthomas927@gmail.com

 
B.Tech electrical engineer Indian 

male with 11 yrs of experience in 

contracting and consultant firms. 

Looking for job with Valid GCC 

driving licewnse available. 

Contact 968-94343694. 

Email: ymansoor2@gmail.com

 
Filipino Bathr. interior Designer /
IT Specialist/Graphic Designer,13 

years Exp. Looking for a job imme-

diately with NOC and valid Omani 

D/L.Contact 79042628. 

Email zaldy08@gmail.com

 
33 Year old indian male With 12+ 

Years’ Experience As Operation Su-

pervisor Project Expeditor /Quality 

Control in Oil & Gas , Water Line 

Industry. Contact 596661571. 

nasir03ahmed@outlook.com 

 
Filipino, female 41 B.sc account-
ing mgt., with 10 years’ experi-
ence in oman: admin, accounting, 

finance, secretarial, ticketing. 

Knowledge with excel. 96901439 

email lorelie_a@yahoo.com   
 
B.com Graduate with four years 
of experience in Sales & Market-

ing, two years in Oman, looking for 

suitable post. Contact 93568656

 
Diploma holder 5 yrs work expe-
rience Indian male 26, looking for 

Indoor slaes/merchandiser, office 

assistant. Contact 968-78093683, 

whatsapp-94158447

 
indian male 29 yrs having 5 yrs 

experience in FMCG sales & mar-

keting in Oman with D/L.Can join 

immediately. Contact 78057807.

Email nozi70072gmail.com 

 
Ma B.ed in english language, 
Indian female, 5 yrs experience 

in teaching seeking suitable 

positions in schools. Currently in 

Oman on family visa. # 79716167, 

24033571 

 
Hse officer, 15 years experience.

Seeking job to join a reputed firm. 

Contact WhatsApp 99626821 

 
indian Male (30) 8 Year’s Experi-

ence in Sales and marketing and 

Office Administration on visit 

,seeking a challenging careers. 

D/L available. Contact 9412 2402 

Email: shinto.samuelit@gmail.com 

 
indian male, 24years holding a 

bachelor’s in management and 

Masters in finance, presently pur-

suing ACCA. Looking for relevant 

job, holding  valid GCC driving 

license. Contact 98189064  

Email shahalr806@gmail.com

 

*classified advertisement
space booking with text,

should be done till 12.00 noon
for next day’s publication. 

* subject to space availability
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Housemaid required for a Keralite 
family at Darsait. Should have expe-
rience in household work, baby care. 
Contact 97332392 
 
Urgently required experienced 
South Indian male cook (Veg/
Non-veg) cum houseboy for Senior 
company official residence at Ghu-
bra Area. Interested medically fit 
candidate. Candidate with Omani DL 
preference. # 99273774 / 99202278 
 
Accounts and Finance Manager 
with MBA Financial degree, 13 yrs 
in Oman & 15 yrs. in other countries 
seeking immediate job with Family 
status. # 99883983 or  
uthayakumaransaravanan@gmail.com 
 
18+ years experienced in Pre-
press and Graphic Designing with 
renowned commercial Printing Press 
and Newspaper Publisher, male ex-
patriet looking for placement, resid-
ing in Muscat. Contact: 99663123 
E-mail: dey.tapash@gmail.com 
 
Project engineer, B.tech-civil, India, 
12yrs Oman exp in all kinds opera-
tion of Civil Construction, interior 
fit- out and electro mechanical field 
with valued Visa and D/L. Contact 
95206259, 98857994 
 
Civil engineer 12 years experience 
in oman NOC available # 98047527
 
Indian Male, Civil Draughtsman. 
11yrs of experience.5yrs & 10 
months of Oman experience.NOC 
available seeking suitable place-
ment. Contact 968 91226236 
Email: tonymxx@gmail.com. 
 
Electrical engineer 6+ years HV/
LV experience, Doqm Refinery exp.
IOSH+6 Safety courses D/L, 
Contact 79474387 
 
Project engineer, B.tech-civil, India, 
12yrs Oman exp in all kinds opera-
tion of civil construction, interior 
fit- out and electro mechanical field 
with valued Visa and D/L. 
Contact 95206259, 98857994 
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Own a new Toyota 
with exciting benefits 

MUSCAT: Toyota is allowing you 
to make the most of the world’s 
favourite brand and avail exclu-
sive benefi ts. Toyota vehicles have 
been synonymous with appealing 
design, advanced technology and 
longer-lasting ownership experi-
ences. Now owning a Toyota dur-
ing this campaign period is sure to 
make your journey with Toyota, a 
pleasant and memorable one. 

Saud Bahwan Automotive has 
unveiled an exclusive campaign 

for those interested in owning a 
brand new Toyota. 

The benefi ts include cash gift 
from OMR500 up to OMR5,400, 
interest 0 per cent up to 2 years or 
1.99 per cent up to 4 years or 2.99 
per cent up to 5 years, service from 
2 years / 20,000km up to 5 years / 
50,000km and one-year compre-
hensive insurance. 

The campaign that began on 
October 4 will last until Decem-
ber 2. (Prospective buyers may be 
advised that the benefi ts vary be-
tween model variants, model year 
and manufacturing year. Terms 
and conditions apply. Visit the 
showroom for exact details). 

Customers visiting Toyota 
showrooms to experience their 

favourite model can rest assured 
that their safety is our priority and 
that all health & safety guidelines 
are strictly being followed. Our 
staff  wear protective masks and 
maintain social distancing; our 
showrooms and display care are 
regularly sanitised; option of prior 
appointment with sales consult-
ants us available.  

Saud Bahwan 

Automotive has 

unveiled an exclusive 

campaign for those 

interested in owning 

a brand new Toyota

Muscat Gases becomes 

sole distributor of 11kg 

cylinders vending 

machines in Middle East

MUSCAT: Muscat Gases Com-
pany (MGC) announced being 
the sole distributor of 11kg cyl-
inders vending machines in the 
Middle East which is providing 
and facilitating the premium ser-
vice and will be served in Oman. 

The vending machine is an au-
tomated device that allows con-
sumers to replace and buy new 
11kg cylinders all day long 24/7, 
enabling customers to do pay-

ments through mobile phone or 
POS devices.

The machine has a feature of 
an image recognition system 
that allows verifying and con-
fi rming the status of the cylinder 
replaced.

This machine is available for 
leasing for big compounds or 
smart cities or sale for cylinder 
distributors in Oman or any other 
country in the Middle East.

 A U T O M A T E D  D E V I C E

Bank Muscat to hold OMR500,000 

special 50th National Day draw 

Qatar signs deal with Pfi zer and 

BioNTech for COVID-19 vaccine 

MUSCAT: Coinciding with the 
Sultanate’s 50th National Day cel-
ebrations on November 18, Bank 
Muscat has begun the countdown 
to conduct a special Al Mazyona 
draw for this National Day. 

Fifty lucky winners will win 
prizes of OMR 10,000 each during 
the special draw. The prize draw 
represents an excellent opportuni-
ty for the bank’s customers to win 
one of these special prizes. 

All that a customer needs to do 
is maintain a minimum balance 
of OMR 1,000 in their Al Mazyona 
account to be eligible. The draw is 
being held in such a way that the 
more the customer’s savings, the 
greater the chance to win one of 
the valuable prizes.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dullah Tamman Al Maashani, 
Deputy General Manager - Insti-
tutional Sales and Product Devel-
opment, Bank Muscat, said: “The 
bank is pleased to allocate these 
special prizes to our customers on 
the occasion of the 50th National 
Day celebrations of Oman. The 
bank places great priority on this 
special occasion as it is a much 
loved and dear occasion for all Om-
anis and residents of the Sultanate. 
To enable heartfelt celebrations by 

our customers, the bank will be of-
fering large fi nancial prizes during 
the raffl  e draws on this occasion, 
with the total amount of prizes 
amounting to OMR500,000.” 

Bank Muscat always partici-
pates in all national events to bring 
joy and happiness to its custom-
ers and will continue to conduct 
special prize draws on a number 
of other occasions too during the 
year. It calls upon customers to 

continue their savings in their ac-
counts to get more opportunities 
to win exciting fi nancial prizes.

Al Mazyona has succeeded in 
inculcating a strong savings cul-
ture in Oman. For over 25 years, 
Al Mazyona has rewarded numer-
ous customers and enriched their 
lives. Bank Muscat encourages 
everyone to save for the future to 
create a life-changing experience 
for winners and improve the well-
being of their families. 

Oman’s fl agship savings scheme 
continues to reward a prudent 
and fi nancially responsible sav-
ings habit among millions of cus-
tomers with a massive OMR 11 
million to be won by 6,677 over 
the year. Al Mazyona is designed 
to transform the lives of prudent 
savers. The scheme is targeted 
to accommodate all nationalities 
and segments, including ladies, 
youth, children, high-savings bal-
ance customers and salary ac-
count holders, thereby inculcat-
ing a strong savings habit among 
citizens who will be fi nancially 
responsible. The bank has invited 
all its customers to take maximum 
advantage of the opportunities and 
win exciting prizes by increasing 
the savings in their accounts.

DOHA: Pfi zer Inc. and BioNTech 
SE announced an agreement with 
the Ministry of Public Health in 
Qatar to supply their BNT162 
mRNA-based vaccine candidate 
against SARS-CoV-2, subject to 
clinical success and regulatory ap-
proval, by the end of 2020 to 2021.

Financial details of the agree-
ment were not disclosed. As re-
quested by the Vaccine Procure-
ment Taskforce Team, on behalf of 
the Government of Qatar, deliver-
ies are planned for the end of 2020 
to 2021, subject to clinical success 
and local regulatory approval.

“We are deeply honoured to 
work with the Qatar government 
and to marshal our scientifi c and 
manufacturing resources toward 
our shared goal of bringing a po-
tential COVID-19 vaccine to the 
Qatar people as quickly as possi-
ble,” said Lindsey Dietschi, Pfi z-
erGulf Cluster Lead. “In the face 
of this global health crisis, Pfi zer’s 
purpose – breakthroughs that 
change patients’ lives – has taken 
on even greater urgency. Our hope 
is that, subject to clinical and reg-
ulatory success, our vaccine will 
help make this happen.”

“I would like to thank the Qatar 
government for its support and 

putting trust in our ability to de-
velop a vaccine that, we believe, 
has the potential to help address 
this global pandemic threat. Our 
goal remains to create a global 
supply of a safe and eff ective 
COVID-19 vaccine for many peo-
ple around the world, as quickly 
as we can,” said Sean Marett, 
Chief Business and Chief Com-
mercial Offi  cer at BioNTech.

Dr Aisha Ibrahim Al Ansari, the 
Chair of the Vaccine Procurement 
Taskforce commented, “The 
State of Qatar has spared no ef-
fort in ensuring a rapid and timely 
response in this fi ght against the 
COVID-19. Our citizens and resi-
dents are our utmost priority and 
we are taking all the necessary 
steps to ensure the timely avail-

ability of a safe and eff ective vac-
cine against COVID-19. With this 
partnership, we continue our ef-
forts to combat the virus.”

In addition to engagements 
with governments, Pfi zer and 
BioNTech have provided an ex-
pression of interest for possible 
supply to the COVAX Facility, a 
mechanism established by Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, the Coali-
tion for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations and World Health 
Organization that aims to provide 
governments, including those in 
the emerging markets, with early 
access to a large portfolio of COV-
ID-19 candidate vaccines using 
a range of technology platforms, 
produced by multiple manufac-
turers across the world. 

A L  M A Z Y O N A  D R A W P A R T N E R S H I P

OTC to organise ‘Women in Tourism’ forum 

MUSCAT: Oman Tourism Col-
lege (OTC) is preparing to organise 
the 6th edition of its annual forum 
‘Women in Tourism’, which will 
be held on Monday, October 19 at 
10:30am through Microsoft Teams. 

The launch of this forum co-
incides with the Sultanate’s cel-
ebration of Omani Women’s Day, 
which falls on October 17 every 
year and commemorates the grow-
ing participation of women in the 
tourism and hospitality sectors in 
the Sultanate. 

Highlighting the importance 
of the forum, Sariya Nasser Al Is-
maili, Acting Director of Market-
ing at OTC said, “Due to the cur-
rent situation caused by the onset 
of the COVID-19, which requires 
everyone to adhere to measures of 
social distancing, we have decided 
to conduct this forum virtually. In 

this way, we can create a channel 
for open interaction and discuss 
the new local and regional devel-
opments in the tourism and hos-
pitality sectors, which have been 
created as a result of the pandemic. 
Moreover, we aim to shed light on 

the pivotal role of Omani women 
in the tourism industry, highlight 
the eff orts of key fi gures who have 
been able to overcome challenges, 
and engage in their success stories, 
so that can be a source of inspira-
tion for other women as well.”

This year’s focuses on the indi-
rect impact of COVID-19 on Wom-
en in Tourism. The forum will see 
the presence of several prominent 
fi gures in the tourism sector in-
cluding, Manal Al Kiyumi, OCEC 
Marketing Manager, Ghaniya Al 
Mawaali, OmanSail Client Ser-
vices Account Manager, Wisal 
Al Rashdi, Licensed Omani Tour 
Guide and Anna-Marie Dowling, 
IHG Oman Area General Manager. 

Participants can stand a chance 
to win a free adventure trip to ex-
plore tourist sites in Oman, as part 
of a raffl  e draw. The draw is spon-
sored by Nuzha, a local entity that 
organises adventure, tourism and 
sports activities for women. Those 
who wish to participate in the fo-
rum can reach out to the college to 
register, starting from today until 
Thursday, October 15.

O M A N  T O U R I S M  C O L L E G E

Huawei Heart Study cited by ESC 
for diagnosis of atrial fi brillation

MUSCAT: The 2020 European 
Society of Cardiology (ESC) 
guidelines for the diagnosis and 
management of atrial fi brillation 
– published during the annual 
premier event on cardiovascular 
medicine, ESC Congress 2020 – 
cited Huawei Heart Study in rec-
ognition of the eff ectiveness of 
Huawei’s wearables in detecting 
atrial fi brillation (AF). 

The ESC guidelines inte-
grate new scientifi c fi ndings 
and evidence intending to assist 
healthcare professionals in pro-
posing the best recommenda-

tions for AF management. 
As cited in the 2020 ESC guide-

lines, in the Huawei Heart Study, 
187,912 individuals used Huawei’s 
wearable products. Of these par-
ticipants, 0.23 per cent received a 
“suspected AF” notifi cation and 
among those who followed up, 87 
per cent were confi rmed as having 
AF, demonstrating the eff ective-
ness of the solution in identify-
ing patients with the disorder. 
Furthermore, 95.1 per cent of the 
diagnosed users were referred to 
the mAFA platform for AF man-
agement services.

R E S E A R C H  S T U D Y




