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THURSDAY

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN GREETS 
PRESIDENT OF HONDURAS

HM THE SULTAN GREETS 
PRESIDENT OF NICARAGUA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to President 
Xiomara Castro of the Republic of Honduras 
on his country’s Independence Anniversary. 
In the cable, His Majesty expressed his sincere 
sentiments  and best wishes of good health 
and happiness.  His Majesty also wished the 
people of  Honduras further progress and 
prosperity. - ONA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable of 
greetings to President Daniel Ortega of 
the Republic of Nicaragua on his country’s 
Independence Anniversary. In the cable, 
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere 
sentiments and best wishes of good health and 
happiness to President Ortega. His Majesty 
also wished the people of Nicaragua further 
progress and prosperity. - ONA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik received a 
written message from President 
Abdel Majid Taboun of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic of Al-
geria. The message was handed 
over here on Wednesday to HH 
Sayyid Asa’ad bin Tarik Al Said, 
Deputy Prime Minister for Inter-

national Relations and Coopera-
tion Aff airs, Personal Represent-
ative of His Majesty the Sultan by 
Mohamed Arkab, Algerian Minis-
ter of Energy and Mines. 

During the meeting of Sayyid 
Asa’ad with the Algerian minister, 
the two sides reviewed the distin-
guished relations binding the two 

countries, and means of promot-
ing them in all areas. The meet-
ing was attended by the Secretary 
General and the two Advisors at 
the Offi  ce of Sayyid Asa’ad, as well 
as Filali Guenni, Ambassador of 
Algeria to the Sultanate of Oman 
and members of the delegation 
accompanying the guest. — ONA

M E E T I N G

WORLD
College evacuated 
after blast in Boston

2
The Boston Police 
bomb squad on Tuesday 
cordoned off  an area of 

Northeastern University to 
examine a pair of suspicious 
packages  amid reports of an 
explosion and minor injuries to at 
least one person. >A6

MARKET
Regional outlook 
remains positive

3
A positive regional 
outlook has been 
revealed despite a 

signifi cant downgrade in global 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth against a backdrop of 
rising infl ation and interest 
rates in a new report. >B1

OMAN
Oman takes part in 7th world religions congress

1
The Sultanate of Oman, 
represented by the Ministry 
Endowments and Religious 

Aff airs, took part in the 7th 
Congress of Leaders of World 
and Traditional Religions, held at 
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. Oman’s 
participation in the congress 
comes within the framework 
of enhancing dialogue between 
religions through religious 
tolerance, mutual understanding 
and peaceful coexistence. >A2
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MUSCAT

Serb season set to begin in Dhofar
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Serb season in the 
Governorate of Dhofar is a time 
when the warmth of the sun min-
gles with the gentle morning breeze, 
trees assume a lush green hue and 
fl owers bloom in all their glory.

On Wednesday, 21 September 
of every year in the Governorate of 
Dhofar, the ‘Serb’ spring season, as 
it is locally called, begins, and lasts 
for three months until December 
21 of each year.

The atmosphere during the ‘Serb’ 
season is characterised by the 
bright sun, moderate weather, low 
humidity, cessation of turbulence 
in sea, and the splendour of the 
landscape is magnifi ed manifold in 
the mountains, plains and deserts.

The governorate, during the 
season is known for the beautiful 
weather and wonderful scenery 
that attract tourists to witness the 
beauty of nature after the fog has 
cleared and the air is clear.

Serb plays an integral part in the 

seasonal agricultural harvest in 
mountains and the plains that are 
dependent on the rains. The season 
also has its economic importance 
to farmers, fi shermen and livestock 
breeders, besides boosting honey 
production and availability of fi sh.

Meanwhile, the Environment 
Authority (EA) is pressing ahead 
with the 70,000 tree-planting 
project in diff erent wilayats of the 
Governorate of Dhofar. The pro-
ject comes within the framework 
of the national initiative to plant 
10 million wild trees.

Eng. Mohammed Salim Al 
Hardan, Director General for 
Environment Conservation told 
Oman News Agency (ONA) that 
the project includes planting trees 
in government-owned and private 
sites. Al Hardan added that 9,278 
trees have already been planted at 
diff erent areas in Dhofar.

Moreover, the national initiative 
to plant 10 million wild trees aims 
to improve the green cover in de-
pleted natural grazing areas.

T O U R I S M

Plane passengers, crew 

evacuated after smoke

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Some passengers 
suff ered minor injuries during 
an evacuation operation after 
smoke started billowing out of 
an Air India Express fl ight at 
Muscat International Airport on 
Wednesday morning.

The aircraft was taxiing to-
wards the runway for take-off  to 
Kochi at 11.20 am on Wednesday 
when offi  cials noticed the smoke 
coming out of aircraft.

Airport offi  cials said the pas-
sengers were immediately evac-
uated from the Air India Express 
fl ight on slides.

According to the airline, the 
Air India Express Muscat to 
Kochi fl ight IX 442, with 141 pas-
sengers on board, was preparing 
to depart from Muscat at 1120 
Hrs (local time) on Wednesday. 

“While it was taxiing towards 
the runway, the crew in another 
aircraft reported fumes from one 
of its engines. However, there 
was no fi re warning indication in 
the cockpit. As a matter of abun-
dant precaution, and following 
the prescribed SOPs, the crew 
stopped on the taxiway and acti-
vated the onboard engine fi re ex-
tinguishers. Thereafter, the pas-
sengers were evacuated from the 
aircraft. Full support was extend-
ed by Muscat Airport authorities 
and the passengers were brought 
to the terminal building. There 
were no major injuries reported 
except minor bruises to some 
passengers sustained during 
evacuation. The matter is being 
investigated by the regulatory 
authorities and also the Airline’s 
Flight Safety Department,” the 
airline said.  >A3

A I R  I N D I A  E X P R E S S 

STAGE SET FOR NEW ERA 
IN OMAN-SAUDI TRADE

RIYADH: The stage is set for a 
new era of prosperity and strate-
gic cooperation between Oman 
and Saudi Arabia that will take 
both nations to a new level.

With the volume of Saudi in-
vestments registered in Oman 
amounting to OMR1.477 billion, 
both the countries are now look-
ing at more areas of investments.

The Oman-Saudi Business 
Council held its 4th meeting for 
2022 at Riyadh on Wednesday.

The meeting aims to boost busi-
ness relations and address chal-
lenges facing the private sectors 
of the two countries, as well as 
review establishing joint projects.

The Omani side was headed 
by Qais Mohammed Al Yousef, 
Minister of Commerce, Indus-
try and Investment Promotion, 
while the Saudi side was headed 
by Eng. Khalid Al Falih, Minister 
of Investment.

During the meeting, the web-
site of the Oman-Saudi Busi-
ness Council was also launched. 
The website aims to highlight 
the activities of the council and 
investment opportunities in the 
two countries.

The meeting reviewed the ini-
tiative of establishing the Saudi 
Franchise Exhibition. It also 
discussed the issue of operating 
the Empty Quarter border check-
point for truck movement 24x7 
and allowing transit.

The council’s meeting also 
covered the issue of facilitating 
the entry of Omani products into 
Saudi markets.

Several B2B meetings were 
held on the sidelines of the coun-
cil’s meeting between Omani and 
Saudi businesspersons.

Eng. Ridha Juma Al Saleh, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Oman Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (OCCI), said that in-
dicators show a continued rising 
curve in trade exchange between 
the Sultanate of Oman and the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA).

Al Saleh added that trade ex-
change by the end of May 2022 
reached RO1.009 billion between 
the two countries.

In his turn, Sheikh Ali Hamad Al 
Kalbani, Head of the Oman-Saudi 
Business Council (Omani side), 

affi  rmed the keenness of the two 
countries’ private sectors to con-
tribute to economic integration.

Eng. Tariq Mohammed Al 
Haidari, First Vice President of 
the Federation of Saudi Chambers 
of Commerce, said the council 
will play a leading role in bolster-
ing economic partnerships by im-
plementing an action programme 
that prepares a suitable milieu for 
the enhancement of economic co-
operation between businessper-
sons of the two countries.

Moreover, Nasser Said Al Ha-
jri, Head of the Oman-Saudi 
Business Council (Saudi side), 
indicated that Saudi Arabia 
is keen to achieve greater and 
broader cooperation in the fi eld 
of investment and attract Omani 
investors to invest in the KSA.

Al Hajri added that six spe-
cialised sectoral committees 
stemmed from the Oman-Saudi 
Business Council, including the 
fi elds of energy and mining, food 
security, technology, logistics, 
industries and construction and 
services. -ONA
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Dhuhr ............................................12:07pm
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Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 4:38am
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Pact inked for hearing aid devices
MUSCAT: Imam Jabir bin Zaid 
Waqf Foundation and Oman As-
sociation for the Hearing Im-
paired today signed an agreement 
for the provision of hearing aid 
devices for people with hearing 
impairment.

The agreement was inked by 
Eng. Ismail Sulaiman Al Sawafi , 
Chairman of Al Ata’a Commit-
tee at Imam Jabir bin Zaid Waqf 
Foundation and Mohammed 

Mubarak Al Amri, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors at Oman 

Association for the Hearing Im-
paired. -ONA

H E A R I N G  I M P A I R M E N T Oman takes part 
in 7th congress of 
world religions

NUR-SULTAN: The Sultanate of 
Oman, represented by the Minis-
try Endowments and Religious 
Aff airs, took part on Wednesday 
in the 7th Congress of Leaders of 
World and Traditional Religions, 

held at Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan.
Oman’s participation in the 

congress comes within the frame-
work of enhancing dialogue be-
tween religions through religious 
tolerance, mutual understanding 
and peaceful coexistence.

Oman’s delegation in the con-
gress was headed by Sheikh 

Ahmed Saud Al Siabi, Secretary 
General of the Ifta Offi  ce at the 
Ministry of Endowments and Re-
ligious Aff airs.

The congress highlighted the 
role of world and traditional re-
ligions’ leaders in developing the 
social and spiritual lives of hu-
mans after the pandemic. -ONA
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MEETING: Oman’s delegation in the congress was headed by 

Sheikh Ahmed Saud Al Siabi, Secretary General of the Ifta Offi  ce 

at the Ministry of Endowments and Religious Aff airs.

Oman participates in 

Palestine book fair

RAMALLAH: The Sultanate 
of Oman, represented by the 
Ministry of Culture, Sports and 
Youth, is taking part in activities 
of the 12th Palestine Interna-
tional Book Fair, which began at 
the Palestinian National Library 
in Ramallah yesterday under the 
slogan “Palestine, is the home-
land and Jerusalem the capital.”

As many as 350 publishing 
houses and 150 writers repre-
senting 16 countries are partici-
pating in the exhibition, which 
runs until 24 September 2022.

Ahmed Saud Al Rawahi, Di-
rector of Muscat International 
Book Fair, told Oman News 
Agency (ONA) that the Sultan-
ate of Oman, represented by the 
Ministry of Culture, Sports and 
Youth, is participating in a pavil-
ion in the exhibition. The pavil-
ion includes a diverse collection 

of titles and recent publications, 
covering cultural, literary, artis-
tic, jurisprudential and media 
aspects.

He added that this participa-
tion aims to shed light on the 
Omani culture, and highlight its 
bright civilized aspects of intel-
lectual production, as well as 
heritage, literary and historical 
aspects. The participation also 
aims to extending bridges of com-
munication with the brotherly 
Palestinian people.

The exhibition includes semi-
nars, poetry evenings, and an 
art exhibition that includes 100 
paintings by 40 Palestinian art-
ists from Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. It also includes a participa-
tion of artists with drawings fea-
turing the late Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat.

 -ONA

3 5 0  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E S

Summit to review COVID eff ects 
MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman will take part on Monday, 
19 September 2022, in the Trans-
forming Education Summit, to be 
held at the United Nations (UN) 
headquarters in New York.

The summit will review the 
repercussion of the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) pandemic on 
education.

The summit will also highlight 
matters related to education 
that need further improvement, 

namely sustainable develop-
ment, digital transformation and 
funding. 

Oman’s delegation in the sum-

mit will be headed by Dr. Mo-
hammed Awad Al Hassan, the 
Sultanate of Oman’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN. -ONA

U N I T E D  N A T I O N S
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Sultanate to host 
meeting of GCC 
legislative bodies

SQU medical team 
conducts rare 
surgical operation

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman will host next Wednesday 
21 September 2022 the 16th or-
dinary meeting of Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) Chairmen of 
Shura, National and Ummah 
Councils.

The meeting will be headed by 
Khalid Hilal Al Ma’awali, Chair-

man of the Shura Council.
Sheikh Ahmed Mohammed Al 

Nadabi, Secretary General of the 
Shura Council, in a statement, 
said that the Sultanate of Oman 
is keen to support the march of 
joint Gulf Cooperation Council 
action in a bid to achieve the aspi-
rations of GCC peoples. -ONA

MUSCAT: A surgical team from 
Sultan Qaboos University Hos-
pital (SQUH) conducted a suc-
cessful catheterisation surgery 
to patch two atrial septa and lend 
relief to a patient who suff ered a 
rare case of orthopedic dyspnea 
(shortness of breath).

The team, led by senior sur-

geons Dr. Fahd Abdullah Al 
Kindi and Dr. Khalfan Salim Al 
Sunaidi, managed to improve 
the subject’s oxygen flow level 
by 65 percent to 90 percent in 
sitting posture.

Cases of orthopaedic dyspnea 
are rare, and so are heart open-
ings causing them. -ONA

P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  M E E T

S U R G E R Y

FEAT: The team, led by senior surgeons Dr. Fahd Abdullah Al 

Kindi and Dr. Khalfan Salim Al Sunaidi, managed to improve the 

subject’s oxygen fl ow level by 65 percent to 90 percent in sitting 

posture. -ONA

REGIONAL MEETING: The  16th ordinary meeting of Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) Chairmen of Shura, National and 

Ummah Councils will be headed by Khalid Hilal Al Ma’awali, 

Chairman of the Shura Council. -ONA

Relief 
fl ight for 
Kochi

The airline is extending all facil-
ities to the guests at Muscat. “The 
airline’s local management and 
support staff  are on hand to pro-
vide assistance at Muscat airport,” 
the statement said.   A relief fl ight 
has been arranged to bring back 
the passengers to Kochi.

A I R  I N D I A

 < FROM 

A170 take part in Salalah Cycling Tour
SALALAH: The second edi-
tion of Salalah Cycling Tour in 
Dhofar Governorate, organised 
by Dhofar Municipality in coop-
eration with Oman Cycling As-
sociation concluded, yesterday, 
with the participation of seventy 
cyclists from within and outside 
the Sultanate.

In the fi nal and fourth stage of 
the competition organised for 116 
kilometres, cyclist Mohammed  
AlWahaibi from Salalah Club se-
cured the fi rst place followed by 
cyclist Super Shock from Thai-
land in the second place and cy-
clist Munther Al Hasani from 
Salalah Club in the third place.

In the overall category, cyclist 

Saif Al Ka’abi (UAE) secured the 
fi rst place and took the “Gold 
Shirt”. He was followed by cy-
clist Jabir Al Mansouri (UAE) in 

the second place and cyclist Ab-
dullah Al Hamadi (UAE) in the 
third place. 

In the overall category of under 

23 years, cyclist Abdullah Al Ham-
adi (UAE) secured the fi rst place 
and the “White Shirt” followed 
by cyclist Said Al Rahbi  from the 

team of the Royal Army of Oman 
in the second place, and cyclist of 
Salalah Club, Mohammed Al Wa-
haibi in the third place. 

Overall ranking
In the overall ranking of teams, 
the fi rst place went to the UAE 
team followed by Cycle Com team 
in the second place and the team 
of Thailand in the third place, re-
spectively. 

At the conclusion of the event, 
Dr. Ahmed bin Mohsin Al Ghas-
sani, Chairman of Dhofar Munici-
pality honoured the winners in 
the race and the entities support-
ing the second edition of Salalah 
Cycling Tour.  -ONA

S E C O N D  E D I T I O N
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Located in the Wadi 
Bani Hinai in the 
Wilayat of Rustaq 
in the Governorate 
of South Al Batinah, 

the Nozouh village is famous for 
its plantations of various types 
of date palms, seasonal crops, 
oats, wheat, barleys, legumes and 
fruits. Nozouh village is situated 
at a strategic location on the road 
connecting Wadi Bani Ghafi r and 
the Niyabat of Al Houqain. It is 
also connected to the Wilayat of 
Rustaq and the Wilayat of Suwaiq.

 It is about 30 km from the cen-
tre of the Wilayat of Rustaq. The 
village gained great importance 
due to its ancient archaeological 
discoveries that date back to 3000 
BC. Archaeological tombs were 
discovered on the road leading to 
the Niyabat of Al Houqain. The 
history of these tombs dates back 
to the period before Islam.

Ancient archaeological inscrip-
tions were also discovered and 
those concerned believe that they 
might be related to the inscrip-
tions found in Wadi A’Sahtan. 
These inscriptions date back to 
3000 BC, whereas some of them 
date to 1000 BC. Such inscriptions 
are scattered across diff erent plac-
es in the village. They represent 
littering and drawings that depict 
the events and environment expe-
rienced at that time.

Date palms of Nozouh village

MUSCAT: The Art Exhibi-
tion of Artist Radhika Hamlai 
was opened under the patron-
age of Salim bin Mohammed Al 
Mahrooqi, Minister of Heritage 
and Tourism, on 13 September 
at Bait Muzna Gallery, Muscat 
Governorate. The exhibition 
was organised under the title 

“sense of self ”.
The exhibition displays sixty 

artworks depicting the excep-
tional style of the artist which 
refl ected a diff erent artistic vision 
of the artist.

The artworks also covered the 
expertise of the artist during 
COVID-19. 

The artist has worked on dif-
ferent ways including the ceramic 
works and mono print.

The artworks of the exhibition 
are rich in content and the dif-
ferent styles of the work which 
ranged from semi-metaphorical 
works to extreme expressive 
work.  -ONA    

ART EXHIBITION OF
ARTIST RADHIKA

W E  L O V E  O M A N
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Oman Air off ering discounts on fl ights from Europe
 Times News Service

MUSCAT: Escape to warmer 
climes this winter with Oman Air. 
The national airline of the Sultan-
ate of Oman is off ering exclusive 
discounts on fl ights from Europe. 

Up until 19th September 2022, 
those purchasing a Business or 
Economy class ticket from Lon-
don, Frankfurt, Istanbul, Milan, 
Munich, Paris, Trabzon or Zurich 
can enjoy up to 20 percent off . 

Choose from a wide selection of 
global destinations including Oman 
Air’s hub, Muscat, which off ers the 
perfect base to explore the natural 
beauty, rich heritage and warm and 
friendly culture of Oman.

Meanwhile, in anticipation of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the airline has announced a num-
ber of initiatives and promotions, 
including Match Day Shuttle 
fl ights between Muscat and Doha, 
and special stopover packages 

courtesy of Oman Air Holidays. 
With seamless connections to 

Qatar for the year’s most un-miss-
able matches, football fans are 
presented with the perfect chance 
to combine a historic sporting mo-
ment with the holiday of a lifetime. 

Jamal Al Azki, Regional Vice 
President - Europe, Middle East 
and Africa, at Oman Air, said, “The 
winter is a peak season for travel, 
especially for our European guests 
seeking to escape the colder cli-

mates and go somewhere warm. 
As global travel continues to pick 
up, we wanted to off er our guests 
even more opportunities to go 
on their dream holiday. Our lat-
est off er not only provides great 
value luxury travel but, coinciding 
with the FIFA World Cup, off ers 
the perfect chance to stopover in 
Muscat and attend the matches in 
Doha, just an hour and a half away.”

Combining exceptional value-
for-money with the best hospitali-

ty, leisure and tourism experiences 
on off er, Oman Air Holidays un-
locks unforgettable experiences at 
some of the world’s most popular 
destinations. Whether for a quick 
getaway or a leisurely holiday, eve-
ry journey is enhanced by Oman 
Air’s award-winning service and 
signature Omani hospitality. 

Offers valid for travel up until 31st 
March 2023. To book a ticket and to 
view terms, conditions and pre-depar-
ture requirements, visit omanair.com 

2 0  P E R C E N T  O F F

ROHM’s new season to 

start with ‘La Traviata’
MUSCAT: The Royal Opera 
House Muscat (ROHM) will pre-
sent Verdi’s beloved classical op-
era La Traviata to launch its new 
season (2022-2023).

The season has a packed pro-
gramme of musical performanc-
es spanning an impressive range 
of genres. ROHM’s new season 
is designed to off er audiences 
a varied and world class pro-
gramme to enjoy until the end of 
May 2023.

ROHM’s production of La Tra-
viata returns to the opera house fol-
lowing the world premiere in 2019. 

A critically acclaimed pro-

duction, directed by Marta Do-
mingo, the setting is WWII in 
Italy, amidst the uncertainty of 
the future. For this performance 
Plácido Domingo will star as 
Germont for opening night, with 
internationally acclaimed sing-
ers Nino Machaidze as Violetta 
and Vittorio Grigolo as Alfredo, 
while Giampaolo Bisanti con-
ducts the Orchestra and Chorus 
of Teatro Carlo di Genova. 

Domingo will conduct the 
second and third performanc-
es with an all-new cast. The 
performance is enriched with 
choreography from Compañía 

Antonio Gades.
Verdi’s three act opera tells 

the story of a courtesan, Violetta, 
who has captured the heart of 
a young admirer, Alfredo. True 
love blossoms and they leave be-
hind the social whirl to begin a 
new quiet life together. 

Penury and twisting fate sepa-
rates them temporarily, leaving 
Violetta vulnerable to the emo-
tional blackmail of Alfredo’s fa-
ther who wants his son to marry 
someone of his own social status. 
The tragedy slowly unfolds with 
bittersweet heartache to a fi nal 
scene of reconciliation.

2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3

Oman, Lithuania 
to cooperate in 
transport, ICT

MUSCAT: Eng. Said Hamoud Al 
Ma’awali, Minister of Transport, 
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology met here on 
Wednesday with Marius Skuodis, 
Minister of Transport and Com-
munications of the Republic of 
Lithuania.

Investment opportunities
The two sides discussed enhanc-
ing the existing cooperation be-
tween the two countries. They 
also explored investment oppor-
tunities available in logistic ser-
vices, ports, information and com-
munication technology (ICT).

Al Ma’awali underscored the 

importance of developing the 
joint relations with Lithuania par-
ticularly laying focus on logistic 
services and IT, as well as expand-
ing partnership and  augmenting 
the volume of trade exchange be-
tween the two countries.

Opportunities available
A visual presentation was given 
during the meeting highlighting 
Oman’s ports and their associat-
ing infrastructure and investment 
opportunities available in part-
nership with the private sector.

Oman Logistics Centre also 

gave a briefi ng on its works, 
tasks and initiatives. The Oman 
Logistics Strategy (SOLS) 2040 
of which implementation su-
pervised by the centre, was also 
spotlighted.

The two sides also discussed 
the government digital trans-
formation programme in both 
countries. They also explored 
aspects of cooperation in digital 
transformation at various gov-
ernment sectors.

The two sides also reviewed 
successful experiences and shar-
ing expertise between them. -ONA

The two sides 
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government digital 
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programme in both 

countries DISCUSSION: Eng. Said Hamoud Al Ma’awali, Minister of 

Transport, Communications and Information Technology met 

on Wednesday with Marius Skuodis, Minister of Transport and 

Communications of the Republic of Lithuania. -ONA
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Princess Anne pens 
tribute to late Queen

LONDON: Anne, The Princess 
Royal, only daughter of the longest 
serving monarch of the UK Queen 
Elizabeth II, and Prince Philip, 
wrote a heartfelt note for her 
mother, as she accompanied her 
coffi  n back to Buckingham Palace.

Grieving the loss of her mother, 
the Queen’s second child, The 
Princess Royal wrote that she was 
fortunate to share the last 24 hours 
of her dearest mother’s life, as the 
coffi  n of the Queen travels from 
Balmoral to London for the fi nal 
rites. “It has been an honour and a 
privilege to accompany her on her 
fi nal journeys. Witnessing the love 
and respect shown by so many on 
these journeys has been both hum-
bling and uplifting,” she wrote.

“We will all share unique memo-
ries. I off er my thanks to each and 
everyone who shares our sense of 
loss,” she added.

Princess Royal thanked the 
countrymen for extending support 
to her brother Charles III, who as-
cended the throne as King after the 
demise of Queen Elizabeth II.

“We may have been reminded 
how much of her presence and 
contribution to our national iden-
tity we took for granted. I am also 
so grateful for the support and 
understanding off ered to my dear 
brother Charles as he accepts 
the added responsibilities of The 
Monarch,” The Princess Royal 

wrote. Born on August 15, 1950, 
Anne, The Princess Royal is 16th 
in the line of succession to the 
British throne after the death of 
her mother on September 8, 2022. 
The eldest daughter of Queen Eliz-
abeth II was granted the title of 
‘Princess Royal’ in 1987.

Meanwhile, the coffi  n of Queen 
Elizabeth on Tuesday II arrived 
at Buckingham Palace from Edin-
burgh and will rest overnight in the 
Bow Room of the palace.

“Her Majesty The Queen’s coffi  n 
has arrived at Buckingham Palace, 
where it will rest overnight in the 
Bow Room. Tomorrow the coffi  n 
will be borne in Procession on a 
Gun Carriage of The King’s Troop 
Royal Horse Artillery to the Palace 
of Westminster,” The Royal Fam-
ily wrote on Twitter.

The British queen Elizabeth 
II breathed her last in Balmoral 
Castle in Scotland on September 
8. The coffi  n of Queen Elizabeth II 
began a six-hour journey from her 
home in the Scottish Highlands to 
Edinburgh on Monday.

It arrived at the Palace of Ho-
lyroodhouse and was at rest in a 
Church in Edinburgh for people to 
pay their last respects to the queen.

On the afternoon of Monday, 
a Procession was formed on the 

forecourt of the Palace of Holy-
roodhouse to convey the Coffi  n to 
St Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh.

It was fl anked by the Bearer 
Party from the Royal Regiment 
of Scotland and escorted by the 
King’s Body Guard for Scotland 
and the Queen’s children at the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse.

The Queen’s children on Tues-
day held a Vigil beside her coffi  n in 
St Giles’ Cathedral church.

“The people of Scotland bid 
their fi nal farewells to Her Majesty 
The Queen as her coffi  n travels 
from Edinburgh to Buckingham 
Palace,” The Royal Family said.

On the afternoon of Wednesday, 
the Coffi  n will be borne in Pro-
cession on a Gun Carriage of The 
King’s Troop Royal Horse Artil-
lery from Buckingham Palace to 
the Palace of Westminster, where 
The Queen will Lie-in-State in 
Westminster Hall until the morn-
ing of the State Funeral.

The Procession will travel via 
Queen’s Gardens, The Mall, Horse 
Guards and Horse Guards Arch, 
Whitehall, Parliament Street, Par-
liament Square, and New Palace 
Yard. After the coffi  n arrives at 
Westminster Hall, The Archbish-
op of Canterbury will conduct a 
short service assisted by The Very 

Reverend Dr David Hoyle, Dean of 
Westminster, and attended by The 
King and Members of the Royal 
Family, after which the Lying-in-
State will begin.

During the Lying-in-State, 
members of the public will have 
the opportunity to visit West-
minster Hall to pay their respects 
to The Queen. On the morning 
of Monday 19th September, the 
Lying-in-State will end and the 
Coffi  n will be taken in procession 
from the Palace of Westminster 
to Westminster Abbey, where the 
State Funeral Service will take 
place at 1100 hrs BST.

Following the state funeral, 
the coffi  n will travel in proces-
sion from Westminster Abbey to 
Wellington Arch. From Welling-
ton Arch, the coffi  n will travel to 
Windsor, and once there, the State 
Hearse will travel in procession to 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor Cas-
tle via the Long Walk. A Committal 
Service will then take place in St 
George’s Chapel.

The death of the 96-year-old 
Queen ended a generation-span-
ning, seven-decade reign that made 
her a beacon of stability in a tumul-
tuous world. The UK has entered 
a period of offi  cial mourning, with 
tributes pouring in worldwide. -ANI
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One injured after 
blast in Boston, 
college evacuated
BOSTON: The Boston Police 
bomb squad on Tuesday cor-
doned off  an area of Northeast-
ern University to examine a pair 
of suspicious packages as there 
were unconfi rmed reports of an 
explosion and minor injuries to 
at least one person, according to 
US media.

Boston police said they were 
investigating a package that ap-
parently exploded when it was 
opened near the university’s 
Holmes Hall, which is home to 
Northeastern’s creative writing 
programme. The FBI was assist-
ing the investigation, NBC Bos-
ton reported. The Boston Police 
are investigating two suspicious 
packages left near the universi-
ty’s Holmes Hall, which is home 
to Northeastern’s creative writ-
ing program.

They declined to elaborate, but 
WCVB-TV said an individual was 
taken to a hospital and that fi re-
fi ghters and paramedics were at 
the scene. WBZ-AM radio, citing 
unidentifi ed police offi  cials, said 
the person suff ered minor injuries.

Meanwhile, the bomb squad 
was also at the scene of a second 
package near the city’s prestig-
ious Museum of Fine Arts.

Northeastern University said 
the package was delivered to Hol-

mes Hall on Leon Street around 
7 pm and detonated when a staff  
member opened it. That person, a 
45-year-old man, suff ered minor 
hand injuries and was taken to 
the hospital.

Police responded shortly be-
fore 7:30 pm, and the university 
asked students who had gathered 
for an evening journalism class at 
the hall to evacuate the building.

Northeastern is a private uni-
versity in downtown Boston.

The Boston Bomb Squad, Bos-
ton police, Boston fi re and Boston 
EMS have all responded and the 
building has been evacuated. Ad-
ditionally, an FBI spokesperson 
says they are assisting the Boston 
Police Department in an investi-
gation at Northeastern University.

When asked if there was a 
threat to the general public at 
Tuesday night’s presser, police 
say the investigation is ongoing 
and that updates would be pro-
vided later. Northeastern Uni-
versity police stressed that the 
campus was secure as investiga-
tors work.

“It’s very important to note 
that our campus is secure and 
we will maintain a secure cam-
pus in perpetuity,” Northeastern 
University Police Chief Michael 
Davis said. ANI

B O M B  B L A S T

Oman School Sports Association unveils strategy for 2022/2027 term
MUSCAT: Oman School Sports 
Association unveiled yesterday its 
strategy for the term 2022/2027, 
in a ceremony organised under 
the patronage of Dr. Madiha bint 
Ahmed bin Nasser Al Shaibani, 
Minister of Education.

The strategy aims to generate an 
integrated system consistent with 
the school sports. 

It also aims to introduce a well-
established system for identify-
ing talent who excel in sports and 
competent educational and sports 
cadres as well as build an associa-
tion that is administratively and 
fi nancially empowered and tech-
nically capable.

Dr. Abdullah bin Khamis Ambu-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Education for education and 

Chairman of Oman School Sports 
Association, said in a speech that 
the 2022- 2028 Strategy of Oman 
School Sports Association would 

add value to the fi eld of the vari-
ous school sports  not just at the 
level of qualifying the sports cadre 
in the various sports activities but 

also at the level of the impact of the 
message of the Association on the 
values and principles of the per-
sonnel in the fi eld of education.

Since the announcement of 
Oman School Sports Associa-
tion in 2016, the Association has 
sought to develop the school sports 
and its environment to further ce-
ment the sports as a way of life in 
the educational fi eld, he said.  

He added that the strategy was 
established on precise diagnosis 
and analysis of the actual condi-
tion of school sports under the best 
international practices in the fi eld. 

Hisham bin Salim Al Adwani, 
Vice Chairman of Oman School 
Sports Association, briefed on 
the establishment of the strategy 
which he said has undergone four 
stages which are the diagnosis and 
analysis of the current condition 
of Oman School Sports Associa-
tion; setting the vision,  objectives 

and mission of the strategy; setting 
the executive plans and the mech-
anisms of transforming the objec-
tives into programmes, initiatives 
and activities; and the stage of 
evaluation and following with the 
strategy.

Basil Ahmed Al Rawas, Under-
secretary for sports and youth at 
the Ministry of Sports, Culture 
and Youth said that the strategy 
aimed to achieve the targeted ob-
jectives of Oman School Sports 
Association. 

“The Ministry of Sports, Culture 
and Youth cooperates with Oman 
School Sports Association and to-
gether we would work on creation 
of a strategy with clear objective 
that meet the aspirations of the 
youth”, he said. -ONA

I N T E G R A T E D  S Y S T E M

HM sends greetings to  El Salvador, Costa Rica
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a ca-
ble of greetings to President Nayib 
Bukele of the Republic of El Salva-
dor on his country’s Independence 
Anniversary.

In the cable, His Majesty ex-
pressed his sincere sentiments 
and best wishes of good health 
and happiness to President Buke-
le. His Majesty also wished the 
people of El Salvador further pro-

gress and prosperity.
His Majesty Sultan Haitham 

bin Tarik has sent a cable of 
greetings to President Dr. Rod-
rigo Chaves of the Republic of 
Costa Rica on his country’s Inde-

pendence Anniversary.
In the cable, His Majesty ex-

pressed his sincere sentiments 
and best wishes to President 
Chaves and the people of Costa 
Rica. -ONA

C A B L E S
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Xi Jinping meets 
Kazakh leader on first 
trip since pandemic

KAZAKHSTAN: Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping travelled to Ka-
zakhstan on Wednesday on his fi rst 
international trip since the out-
break of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

He is scheduled to attend a 
leaders’ summit of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
in Uzbekistan alongside Vladimir 
Putin.  Xi was welcomed by Ka-
zakh leader President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
in Kazakhstan Chinese Xi Jinping 
met with the Kazakh leader To-
kayev to discuss security and law 
enforcement issues

Tokayev’s government said the 
two leaders would discuss energy 
markets and global economic tur-

moil. Kazakhstan is a major oil 
and gas producer, and China is 
one of its leading customers. 

“China is willing to work with 
Kazakhstan to deepen coopera-
tion in law enforcement, security 
and defense,” Xi wrote in an ar-
ticle for local Kazakh media that 
was later republished by Chinese 
state broadcaster CCTV.

Beijing also wanted to work 
with Kazakhstan to combat drug 
traffi  cking and transnational or-
ganized crime, he went on to say.

Xi also mentioned the “three 

evils”, defi ned as terrorism, sepa-
ratism and religious extremism, 
and that China was seeking to 
help Kazakhstan to combat them. 

What’s on the agenda at 
the SCO summit?  
India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Pakistan and Tajikistan are part 
of the eight-nation SCO that Pu-
tin and Xi spearhead and see as a 
counterbalance to US alliances 
in East Asia. Observers of the 
organization include Iran and 
Afghanistan.

Xi and Putin are scheduled to 
hold a one-on-one meeting to 
discuss Ukraine, as Putin’s for-
eign policy adviser Yuri Ushakov 
stated. Xi has been promoting a 
“global security initiative” follow-
ing Beijing’s more assertive for-
eign policy and the formation of a 
quad by the US, Japan, Australia 
and India. 

It is unclear what this exactly 
entails. US offi  cials are concerned 
that the initiative echoes argu-
ments by Russia in support of the 
invasion of Ukraine.  -DW
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Almost 100 killed along border near Nagorno-Karabakh
YEREVAN: Fighting between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan fl ared up 
again on Monday night, with both 
sides reporting intense artillery 
shelling and nearly 100 dead.

Just after midnight on Tues-
day morning, Azerbaijani forces 
shelled Armenian troops at several 
locations along the border. 

Azerbaijan said it was respond-
ing to a buildup of Armenian 
landmines and weapons near the 
border. Armenia fi red back in re-
taliation.

The fi ghting took place near the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region, an area 
within Azerbaijan where ethnic 
Armenian separatists declared a 
breakaway republic — later known 
as Artsakh — in 1991.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres has urged Armenia 

and Azerbaijan “immediate steps 
to deescalate tensions, exercise 
maximum restraint and resolve 
any outstanding issues through 
dialogue” as per previous agree-
ments, his spokesman said late on 
Tuesday.

Death toll climbing
At a press briefi ng early on Tues-
day, Armenian defense spokesper-
son Aram Torosyan said the situa-
tion remains “extremely tense” as 
fi ghting continues.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinyan later told parliament 
that “we have 49 [troops] killed 
and unfortunately it’s not the fi nal 
fi gure.”

Later on Tuesday, Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev’s offi  ce re-
leased a statement following his 
meeting with military leadership, 
saying: “Provocations committed 
by Armenian forces at the border 
have been averted and all neces-
sary objectives were fulfi lled.”

The country’s defense minis-
try then said that at least 50 ser-
vice members had been killed in 
the clashes as Russian President  
Vladimir Putin appealed for calm 
on both sides. 

Armenia, Azerbaijan trade 
blame for violence
Both countries claimed to have 

launched proportionate responses 
against what they saw as provoca-
tions from the other side.

“At 00:05 a.m. [local time] on 
Tuesday, Azerbaijan launched 
intensive shelling, with artillery 
and large-caliber fi rearms, against 
Armenian military positions in 
the direction of the cities of Goris, 
Sotk, and Jermuk,” Armenia’s De-
fense Ministry said.

However, Azerbaijan accused 
Armenian forces of carrying out 
“large-scale subversive acts” 
earlier on Monday night near the 
border districts of Dashkesan, 
Kelbajar and Lachin by placing 
landmines and mobilizing 
weapons.

“The countermeasures taken 
by the Azerbaijani military in re-
sponse to the provocation by the 

Armenian military are local and 
directed against legitimate mili-
tary objects that serve as fi ring 
points,” Azerbaijan’s Defense Min-
istry added.

Armenian forces said they sub-
sequently launched a “proportion-
ate” response. 

The Azerbaijani Defense 
Ministry said its troops came 
under “intense shelling from 
weapons of various caliber, includ-
ing mortars, by units of the Arme-
nian army.”

France to bring up clashes at Se-
curity Council

Armenia has said it will ap-
peal to the Russian-led Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organization 
(CSTO) — a security bloc of former 
Soviet states — as well as the UN 
Security Council. DW

A R M E N I A - A Z E R B A I J A N  C L A S H E S

Modi, Putin to discuss 

Russia and India’s 

cooperation in UN, G20 

during SCO summit

MOSCOW: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will be in Uzbekistan 
on September 15 and 16 to attend 
the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit where 
he will meet Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

Both leaders will discuss Rus-
sian-Indian cooperation within 
the UN and G20 during the SCO 
summit, Presidential aide Yuri 
Ushakov told reporters Tuesday. 
“A conversation on the interna-
tional agenda with PM Modi will 
also take place, the sides will dis-
cuss issues of strategic stability, 
the situation in the Asia Pacifi c 
Region, and, of course, coopera-
tion within major multilateral for-
mats, such as the UN, the G20 and 
the SCO,” Ushakov said, reported 
Russian news agency Tass.

It is reported that India will lead 
the SCO and will also chair the 
G20.

“This is particularly important, 
because India will preside in the 
UN Security Council in December, 
and, in 2023, India will lead the 
SCO and also chair the G20,” he 
added.

PM Modi is expected to meet 
Chinese President Xi Jinping be-
sides Russian President Putin.

As per sources, PM Modi is 
likely to have bilateral meetings 
with Putin and Uzbekistan Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev on the 
sidelines of the SCO summit in 
Samarkand.

“PM Modi’s bilateral meeting 
with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Uzbekistan President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev are almost 

fi xed and the meetings will take 
place on the sidelines of the SCO 
summit in Samarkand,” a source 
told ANI.

The Prime Minister would also 
have other bilateral meetings dur-
ing the summit which begins on 
September 14 at Samarkand in 
Uzbekistan.

The Indian Ambassador to Uz-
bekistan Manish Prabhat had said 
earlier that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi would attend the summit 
and hold bilateral meetings with 
several leaders.

“Leaders of SCO member coun-
tries are meeting after two years 
due to the COVID pandemic. Some 
bilateral meetings will take place 
on the sidelines of the SCO. Still, 
the programme of the meetings 
will be fi nalised in due course,” 
Ambassador Prabhat had told ANI 
in an exclusive interview.

“Economic cooperation in the 
SCO is an important question, 
which will be discussed in the SCO 
meetings. When we are meeting 
with central Asian countries, we 
discuss connectivity which will 
promote trade, investment and 
other exchanges between Indian 
and central Asian countries,” he 
told ANI. ANI

S C O  S U M M I T

Taliban kill local 

chief in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: The Tali-
ban claimed responsibility on 
Wednesday for a bomb attack 
that killed a local pro-govern-
ment militia chief in the Swat re-
gion of Pakistan on Tuesday.

Idrees Khan was killed by 
a roadside bomb, along with 
two police offi  cers, two private 
guards, and three laborers, local 
police told French news agency 
AFP.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP) 
— the Pakistani Taliban group is 
not directly connected to its Af-
ghan counterpart, but shares a 
similar ideology — claimed that 
Khan had been involved in killing 
their members.

“We killed the leader of the 
peace committee Idress Khan in 
the area of Brai Bandi in the dis-
trict of Swat with a bomb,” the 
TTP said in a statement. “Khan 
was involved in killing Taliban 
and torturing mujahedeen and 
their families in safe houses. The 
mujahedeen were pursuing him 
for almost 13 years.”

Attacks on the rise again
The Swat valley, in the north-
western province of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa which borders Af-
ghanistan, had been a stronghold 
for the TTP.

They were kicked out by a ma-
jor military operation between 
2007 and 2009.

Residents have complained 
recently that the militant group, 

which aims to set up an Islamist 
state in Pakistan, has returned to 
the area.

Tuesday’s attack was reported 
by DPA as the fi rst in the Swat 
valley since the Taliban shot No-
bel laureate Malala Yousafzai in 
2012.

Islamabad has also reported 
more attacks by the TTP since 
the Taliban took power in Af-
ghanistan, especially along their 
largely porous shared border.

Reports of Taliban 
regrouping amid truce
Besides the attack in Swat, the 
TTP also claimed responsibility 
for a clash with Pakistani soldiers 
on Tuesday in the Kurram dis-
trict on the Afghan border that 
left three soldiers dead.

Another attack that resulted 
in the kidnapping of at least 
seven people working for the 
Norwegian telecom giant Tel-
enor in Swat on Tuesday also 
bore the hallmarks of a Taliban 
operation.

Recent weeks have seen mass 
demonstrations in the region 
against the central government’s 
failure to act against the apparent 
regrouping of the militants.

The TTP agreed to an indefi -
nite cease-fi re with Islamabad in 
June as a step toward peace talks 
facilitated by their allies in Af-
ghanistan. The series of attacks 
since then appear not to have 
broken the truce. DW

B O M B  A T T A C K

ARRIVES: Chinese President Xi Jinping is seeking to deepen cooperation with Kazakhstan in law 

enforcement and security. – ONA
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Barcelona undone 
by Bayern Munich’s 
four-minute salvo

MUNICH: Bayern Munich ex-
tended their undefeated run in the 
Champions League group stage to 
30 games by defeating Barcelona 
2-0 at the Allianz Arena.

The two clubs are no strangers 

having faced one another in the 
group stage last season.

Tuesday’s match followed a 
similar script, with the Germans 
coming out on top once again, 
thanks to goals from Lucas Her-
nandez and Leroy Sane.

Robert Lewandowski was play-
ing against his former club for the 
fi rst time since joining Barcelona 
in the summer. 

Unfortunately for him and Bar-
celona, nerves got the better of 
him as he missed two big chances 
inside the opening 20 minutes, 
fi ring over from close range and 
then being denied by Manuel 
Neuer on the second, the Spanish 
MARCA newspaper reported.

Bayern fi nally responded 
through Noussai Mazraoui, who 

came on for the injured Benja-
min Pavard, but his eff ort was 
easily stopped by Marc-Andre 
ter Stegen.

A last-ditch tackle by Mazraoui 
denied Lewandowski to close the 
half, with Barcelona heading into 
the break with 10 attempts on 
goal compared to Bayern’s four.

The missed opportunities 
proved costly for the away side 
as Bayern broke the deadlock 
in the 50th minute. Lucas Her-
nandez managed to escape the 
clutches of debutant Marcos 
Alonso and header home to the 
delight of the home fans, who 
erupted with joy.

Before Barcelona could fi nd 
their bearings, they conceded a 
second four minutes later.

Sane slalomed through the Bla-
ugrana defence after a brilliant 
ball from Jamal Musiala, and the 
former Manchester City man 
kept his footing before slotting 
home past Ter Stegen.

Pedri came close to getting Bar-
celona back in the match in the 
63rd minute.

After collecting a return pass 
from Sergio Busquets, he lifted 
the ball over an onrushing Neuer 
only for it to come back off  the 
post. From there Bayern used all 
their experience to see out the 
rest of the game, with the result 
moving them atop the Group C 
standings, while Barcelona sit 
level with Inter, who defeated 
Viktoria Plzen earlier in the day, 
on three points. ONA
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World Boxing 
Council sets 
foot in Oman
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The World Boxing 
Council (WBC), one of the largest 
international boxing organiza-
tions in the World, has extended 
the invitation of the WBC Ama-
teur representation in Oman to 
Baqar Haider, Coach at Muscat 
Fight Club.

Together they aim to further ad-
vance boxing in Oman and to use 
the WBC as a tool to collaborate 
with local authorities, neighbour-
ing countries and help develop the 
sport for the youth, through joint 
events and promotions.

For those unfamiliar with WBC, 
it is an organisation which was 
established in 1963, head quar-
tered in Mexico. It is considered 
the elite of the boxing federations 
and boasts world renowned cham-
pions from the ages such as Mo-
hammed Ali, Mike Tyson, Prince 
Naseem Hamed and Floyd May-
weather, and more notably the cur-
rent heavyweight champion such 
as Tyson Fury to name a very few.

This was almost 4 years in the 
making and is a big step towards 
having the sport of Boxing reach-
ing out to the youth of Oman says 
Baqar. The main advantage of this 
representation is that it allows us 
to benchmark future events and to 
follow international best practices 
when it comes to event manage-
ment, governance, safety and most 
importantly it gives the Omani 
youth a trajectory to compete for 

and win WBC approved belts and 
allows us to get on the internation-
al ranking system.

WBC amateur bouts are usually 
3x2 minute rounds, where the ath-
letes are scored on a 10-point sys-
tem wearing fully protective gear, 
including head guards, gloves etc.  
Quantity and duration of rounds 
may increase depending on the 
experience levels of the athletes 
and if it is a title fi ght.  All bouts are 
judged by 3 independent judges, 
have an independent referee, and 
the entire event is supported with 
all the required medical support 
and facilities before, during and 
after the competition.  Stringent 
health checks and precautions 
are taken to maximise the safety 
and wellbeing of the athletes.  The 
sanctioning body and independent 
commissions will ensure complete 
transparency and fairness and will 
govern the safety and protocols 
throughout the event.

Whilst this is amateur level only, 
it’s a step in the right direction and 
with the number of athletes cur-
rently available along with the 
number of active clubs teaching 
boxing the future of the sport now 
has a much brighter outlook. 

Baqar follows by saying that 
this representation ties with the 
Oman 2040 Vision bridging the 
gap between the public and private 
sector partnerships promoting 
the health of the nation and de-
veloping tourism in our case being 
through sports.

W O R L D  B O X I N G  C O U N C I L

Arsenal-PSV game in 
Europa League rescheduled
LONDON: Arsenal’s postponed 
Europa League game against PSV 
Eindhoven has been rescheduled 
for next month after the English 
Premier League (EPL) agreed to 
push back the London club’s mid-
week match against Manchester 
City.

UEFA said the Arsenal-PSV 
game will be played on 20 October 
2022 after being postponed from 
tomorrow (Thursday) because 
police did not have resources in 
London during preparations for 
the state funeral of Queen Eliza-
beth II.

Arsenal was due to host Man 
City on 19 October 2022 in a clash 
of the current top two teams in 
the EPL standings.

The EPL said no new date was 
yet agreed for the Arsenal-Man 
City game. The season is already 
congested because of the World 
Cup in Qatar being played from 
20 November to 18 December 
2022.

“UEFA would like to thank the 
Premier League and the clubs 
concerned for their fl exibility and 
cooperation,” the European soc-

cer body said.
UEFA wanted the Europa 

League program completed on 
schedule by 3 November 2022 
ahead of the draw for the round of 
16 four days later. Arsenal had no 
clear midweeks available ahead 
of the World Cup.

Though policing in London has 

allowed Chelsea’s Champions 
League game against Salzburg 
to go ahead tonight, the visit of a 
large group of PSV fans traveling 
from the Netherlands was more 
challenging. 

Chelsea’s home league game 
against Liverpool on Sunday was 
also postponed. ONA

R E S C H E D U L E D

ACC Level 1 Umpires Educator Course held
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Oman Cricket recent-
ly conducted an Asian Cricket 
Council Level 1 Umpires Educa-
tor Course for the domestic sen-
ior Level 2 umpires.

The course was organised as 
part of OC’s development pro-
gramme. Following the conclu-
sion of the fi ve-day course at 
the Oman Cricket Academy, the 
senior umpires will now be able 
to share their knowledge and 
experience with the junior level 
umpires.

Sarika Prasad, an ACC Senior 
Umpire and Match Referee, con-
ducted the course for umpires 
who completed their Level 2 
certifi cation before 2020. Oman 
Cricket’s Chief Development Of-
fi cer, Duleep Mendis said, “We 

congratulate all the participants 
who have successfully completed 
the Level 1 Educators course. The 
course will develop our panel of 
umpires and raise the level of 
umpiring to a higher level. We 
encourage new participants to 

participate in Oman Cricket or-
ganized courses for Coaches, 
Educators, Umpires, Scorers etc.”

The umpires certifi ed as Level 
1 Educators are : Harikrishna Pil-
lai, Rahul Asher, Vinod Babu, Na-
vaneetha K and Azad KR. 

E D U C A T O R  C O U R S E
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MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX) general 
index (30) lost 7.9 points, comprising 
a decline of 0.17 per cent to close at 
4489.97 points, compared to the last 
session, which stood at 4497.83 points.

Regional outlook 
remains positive

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A positive regional 
outlook has been revealed despite 
a signifi cant downgrade in global 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth against a backdrop of ris-
ing infl ation and interest rates in a 
new report.

“Middle East GDP growth in 
2022 is now projected at 5.5 per 
cent, slightly up on Oxford Eco-
nomics’ forecast three months ago,” 
according to the latest Economic 
Insight report for the Middle East, 
commissioned by ICAEW and 
compiled by Oxford Economics.

According to the third quarter 
(Q3) report, the positive Middle 
East outlook is underpinned by 
solid projections for activity in 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
economies.

“GCC GDP is expected to grow 
by 6.7 per cent this year, the fastest 
rate since 2011, driven by higher oil 
production, the recycling of gov-
ernment revenues into investment 
initiatives and, to a lesser extent, 
household and business spending. 
However, the possibility of a global 

recession limiting oil demand re-
mains a key downside risk to this 
view,” the report further stated.

Although oil prices are expected 
to average $103.8 per barrel, easing 
from the second quarter (Q2) av-
erage of $113.5 per barrel, they re-
main supportive of public fi nances 
and are expected to contribute to 
an overall budget surplus of 9.7 per 
cent of GDP for the GCC region, 
the widest since 2012.

“This should drive a decline 
in the debt-to-GDP ratios since 
much of the GCC retains plenty of 
fi scal headroom,” the report said.

Fiscal breakeven prices (as esti-
mated by the IMF) are below $80 
per barrel in all GCC countries ex-
cept Bahrain, suggesting economic 
growth across the region will re-
main robust in the coming quarters.

Travel and tourism activity has 
also gathered momentum, shrug-
ging off  the impact of strong dol-
lar-pegged regional currencies and 
underpinning non-oil recovery. 

Inbound travel to the region is out-
pacing global trends, in part thanks 
to major international events in 
the region in 2022, including the 
forthcoming FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar, which hopes to attract 1.5 
million visitors.

Recent tourism statistics point 
to a 19 per cent increase in visitor 
numbers in Qatar in the fi rst half 
of 2022 compared to 2021 overall 
due to a surge in arrivals from oth-
er GCC countries, India, the US, 
and the UK.

Qatar looks set to surpass 2019 
visitor levels this year (2.1 mil-
lion), with other countries, the 
UAE in particular, also benefi tting. 
That said, in Dubai, the number of 
visitors was still about 15 per cent 
lower than in the fi rst half of 2019, 
notwithstanding the boost from 
the delayed Expo 2020.

Mark Billington, ICAEW Man-
aging Director, International, said: 
“While oil continues to buff er GCC 
economies, the looming possibility 

of a recession in the US and Eu-
rope reinforces the importance of 
accelerating economic diversifi ca-
tion eff orts. Fortunately, current 
indicators measuring the region’s 
non-oil performance point to on-
going strength, even as infl ation 
remains high.”

Scott Livermore, ICAEW Eco-
nomic Advisor, and Chief Econo-
mist and Managing Director, Ox-
ford Economics Middle East, said: 
“The Middle East is withstanding 
global economic pressures, but 
the broader outlook is challeng-
ing. The windfall from an increase 
in oil prices has seen markets like 
Saudi Arabia boom. However, with 
the OPEC+ alliance likely to cut 
production as the demand outlook 
weakens, such growth cannot be 
sustained without more diversifi -
cation. Continued reinvestment of 
budget surpluses into public pro-
jects, increasing non-oil trade and 
new fi scal policy should help shield 
the GCC economies from the worst 
of the recessionary tension.”

Infl ation slowed in July in Ku-
wait, Oman and Qatar, thanks to 
easing food prices, though it edged 
up in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. 
While offi  cial UAE infl ation data 
has not been published since De-
cember 2021, ICAEW predicts 
GCC infl ation to average 3.1 per 
cent this year, up from 2.3 per cent 
in 2021, before falling back to 2.7 
per cent in 2023.

As the US Federal Reserve con-
tinues its hiking cycle to tackle 
rising infl ation, all central banks 
across the GCC region have tight-
ened monetary policy. Given the 
currency pegs to the US dollar, 
regional policy rates tend not to 
fall too far out of step with the US, 
which is expected to continue hik-
ing until early 2023. Given sup-
portive energy and fi scal trends, 
higher borrowing costs will 
gradually drag down demand and 
growth, with the impact being felt 
more in 2023.

According to the 

third quarter report, 

the positive Middle 

East outlook is 

underpinned by 

solid projections 

for activity in Gulf 

Cooperation Council 

(GCC) economies

The Middle East is 

withstanding global 

economic pressures, 

but the broader outlook 

is challenging

Scott Livermore
ICAEW Economic Advisor, and Chief 
Economist and Managing Director, 
Oxford Economics Middle East

Bank Muscat and 
IKEA join hands 
on easy payment 
plan for customers
MUSCAT: In line with its 
customer-centric vision, Bank 
Muscat, the leading fi nancial 
services provider in the Sultan-
ate of Oman, has joined hands 
with global home furnishing 
brand IKEA to facilitate aff ord-
able home furnishing options for 
customers in Oman through the 
bank’s Easy Payment Plan (EPP). 

The EPP facility has been ex-
tended to all holders of Bank 
Muscat Credit Cards (except 
Corporate Cards) shopping at 
IKEA Oman, whereby they can 
repay their total bill amount in 12 
monthly instalments at a zero per 
cent interest rate. 

Bank Muscat’s EPP scheme of-
fers customers the ability to avail 
of goods and services at selected 
merchant partners across the 
Sultanate and repay the billed 
amount in fi xed monthly instal-
ments over 12 months at zero 
per cent interest. As a valued 
merchant partner, IKEA will 
promote the EPP off ers to its 
customers in Oman. The bank 
also announced that customers 
will benefi t from the dedicated 
checkout counter that has been 
provided for Bank Muscat EPP 
customers at the IKEA Oman 
store. Customers can utilise the 
EPP facility at IKEA Oman for all 
bills that are above OMR100. 

Customer-centric
Speaking on the occasion, Abdul-
nasir Al Raisi, General Manager 
– Personal Banking, Bank Mus-
cat, said, “In line with the bank’s 
customer-centric vision and 
providing of excellent fi nancing 
facilities, Bank Muscat’s Easy 
Payment Plan allows customers 
to avail goods and services and 
pay conveniently over a period of 
12 months. Customers can eas-
ily purchase high-value items 

without having to delay their 
purchase decisions or pay very 
high-interest rates. We thank 
IKEA Oman for partnering with 
the bank to off er this facility, 
which will greatly help in making 
world-class products aff ordable 
to as many customers as possible 
and also improve the quality of 
life for people in Oman.”

Commenting on the same, 
Omar Abushaban, Store Man-
ager of Al-Futtaim IKEA, Oman 
Avenues Mall said, “As a brand 
that believes in creating a better 
everyday life for many people, it 
is important that we constantly 
improve the way we do things. 
Everyone deserves a space that 
can be used to create a better eve-
ryday life no matter what it is be-
ing used for.”

Bank Muscat’s EPP scheme 
is available at over 100 partici-
pating merchant outlets includ-
ing home furniture, electronics, 
auto services, jewellery, insur-
ance and healthcare. The bank’s 
credit cards are a preferred 
mode of payment in Oman, and 
the EPP scheme reiterates the 
bank’s commitment to promot-
ing secure digital payments 
in Oman. To make use of the 
scheme, customers should re-
quest an EPP at the checkout 
counter of the merchant partner 
before making the payment. 

The bank has also announced 
that credit card cardholders 
will continue to be eligible for 
rewards points (for all eligible 
cards) as per the amount spent 
through the card. It is also im-
portant to note that customers 
are not required to provide any 
additional documents at the time 
of payment to qualify for the 
scheme, which makes the option 
a smooth and quick payment op-
tion for customers.

I N T E R E S T - F R E E  I N S T A L M E N T S

OMR2.6mn electrical 

transformers station 

in Duqm completed

MUSCAT: The Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm (Sezad), in coopera-
tion with the Rural Areas Electric-
ity Company (Tanweer), complet-
ed the construction of the main 
electricity transformers station in 
the Fisheries and Food Industries 
Zone, with a capacity of 40 mega-
volt-amperes and the possibility 
to expand in the future up to 60 
megavolt-ampere.

The OMR2.6-million-project is 
developed as part of Sezad’s plan to 
keep pace with the ongoing econom-
ic growth witnessed in the zone.

In this regard, Eng. Ahmed Ali 
Akaak, Acting CEO of the Spe-
cial Economic Zone at Duqm, af-
fi rmed that the station is designed 
with high Omani standards and 
equipped with the latest electrical 
equipment and systems.

He explained that it will feed 
several existing and under con-
struction projects in the Fisher-
ies and Food Industries Zone, the 
multi-purpose Fishing Port and 
the Artifi cial Intelligence Zone.

The distribution network con-
sists of 11 kV and 415 V ground 
cables, which are connected to dis-
tribution stations divided into the 
targeted zones. 

However, the main station con-
tains many electrical transform-
ers, control rooms, measurement 
and protection equipment and 

devices, and a SCADA control and 
monitoring system.

The station feeders operate on 
33 kV annular voltage to ensure 
continuous power supply to the 
projects in case of any feeder gets 
an emergency failure. The station 
will feed the current and future 
electrical loads in these areas.

“Electricity has already been 
supplied to diff erent investors’ 
projects while a number of other 
requests for electricity are being 
reviewed for the under-construc-
tion projects in the Fisheries and 
Food Industries Zone, Artifi cial 
Intelligence Zone, and the multi-
purpose Fishing Port project. On 
the other hand, the electricity net-
work has been connected to nine 
projects, such as fi sh factories, ice 
factories, fi sh oil factories and fi sh 
canning factories, while work is 
underway to connect the Port and 
main water tank to the Fisheries 
and Food Industries Zone,” Eng. 
Ahmed Akaak stated.

He further clarifi ed that work is 
underway to cover all the targeted 
zones with the electrical network 
in the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm. This, he said, serves to 
complete the necessary electri-
cal connections plan to include all 
blocks and zones by 2023, by sup-
plying required electrical loads to 
all investment projects. -ONA

S P E C I A L  E C O N O M I C  Z O N E  A T  D U Q M

ahlibank signs agreement to off er attractive 

mortgage loans for housing project in Barka 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Aiming to provide fi -
nancial solutions to help clients 
achieve the goal of owning a de-
cent home that off ers peace of 
mind and ensures their family’s 
future, ahlibank has announced 
the signing of a new agreement 
with Al Adrak Contracting and 
Trading Company to provide at-
tractive mortgage loans for cus-
tomers aspiring to buy properties 
at the exclusive Hai Al Naseem 
Housing Project in Barka.

Described as an ‘Urban Oasis,’ 
the prime property is a pilot initi-
ative under the government’s ‘The 
Aff ordable Housing Project.’

The Memorandum of Under-
standing was signed by Muneer 
Al Balushi, AGM- Head of Retail 
Distribution, ahlibank, and by 
Joseph Thampan – General Man-
ager, Commercial and Mahmood 
Masoud Al Ghafri – Director of 
HR & Administration from Al 

Adrak Contracting and Trading 
Company at a formal ceremony 
held in the presence of offi  cials 
from both parties. 

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
signing ceremony, Muneer called 
it a decisive step in its endeavours 
to collaborate with the govern-
ment in achieving national devel-
opment goals. 

“This signifi cant agreement is 
a huge affi  rmation of our commit-
ment to upholding government 
initiatives and partnering with 
relevant authorities to achieve 
the objectives of Oman’s Vision 
2040, which has social well-be-
ing as the main pillar. One of the 
Vision’s key features is ‘people 
and society’. Due to this, we have 
continually emphasised social 
responsibility programmes.

“It is an honour for ahlibank 
to be associated with a project of 
this stature. I want to take this op-
portunity to reaffi  rm our intent to 
facilitate a way forward to bridge 

gaps in realising the national de-
velopment agenda. Through Hai 
Al Naseem, the pilot project - in 
Barka - under the government’s 
‘The Aff ordable Housing Project’ 
that was launched in 2017, we will, 
in cooperation with Adrak Devel-
opers, contribute to achieving the 
fi nancial stability that the Omani 
citizen aspires, by providing ad-
equate housing units,” he added.

Reiterating similar sentiments, 
Muzna Sulaiman Al Busaidi – 
Corporate Communications 
Manager of Al Adrak Contract-
ing and Trading Company, said, 
“We are happy to have ahlibank 
on board to provide an essential 
fi nancial link to prospective cus-
tomers. As the contracting arm 
of the consortium, our focus has 
been on creating a rare industry 
blend of turnkey solutions with 
complete in-house facilities, and 
this will prove to be a winning 
formula for ahlibank customers 
who have the opportunity and the 

solution on their hands. We have 
designed and built the housing 
unit to refl ect a modern lifestyle, 
with facilities on par with global 
standards. And with Barka being 
a vibrant beachside city, home-
owners are guaranteed safety and 
contentment at the ‘Urban Oasis’.”

The agreement aims to fulfi l 
the homeownership goals of the 
Bank’s customers, by providing a 
new lease on the lifestyle in Hai Al 
Naseem. ahlibank off ers a mort-
gage loan - at attractive interest 
rates starting at 4.5 per cent per 
annum - before issuing the prop-
erty to provide various housing 
alternatives to eligible citizens of 
residential lands. 

It will also mark a new phase 
in ahlibank’s inspiring growth 
trajectory, as it demonstrates its 
fl exibility in crafting fi nancial so-
lutions to fi t the needs and aspira-
tions of its varied clientele while 
partnering with the government 
in its development projects.

M E M O R A N D U M  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G
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MSX index 
ends lower

MUSCAT: Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) general index 
(30) lost 7.9 points, comprising a 
decline of 0.17 per cent to close 
at 4489.97 points, compared to 
the last session, which stood at 
4497.83 points.

The trading value stood at 
OMR1,529,198, comprising a 
rise of 42.4 per cent, compared 
to the last session, which stood at 
OMR1,074,135.

The report released by MSX 

pointed out that the market value 
went up by 0.011 per cent to reach 
about OMR23.24 billion.

The report added that the 
value of shares bought by 
non-Omani investors reached 
OMR150,000, comprising 9.78 
per cent. The value of shares sold 
by non-Omani investors reached 
OMR95,000, comprising 6.24 per 
cent. The net non-Omani invest-
ment increased by 3.54 per cent 
to OMR54,000. -ONA

The trading value stood at OMR1,529,198, 

comprising a rise of 42.4 per cent

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ........................................................99,000 ...............8,207......................13 ........... 0.083 ........... 0.083 ...........0.082........... 0.082 ............. 0.081.............0.001 ............. 1.235 ................0.082.............. 0.081...................0.082 ............... 0.100 ........ 7,380,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. .................................................. 10,445 ............... 5,153........................5 ........... 0.460 ........... 0.496 ...........0.460........... 0.496 .............0.490 ........... 0.006 ............. 1.224 ................0.496 ..............0.462...................0.496................ 0.100 .... 117,259,360
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  134,293 ............78,413..................... 20 ........... 0.586 ........... 0.586 ...........0.580........... 0.584 .............0.580 ........... 0.004 ............. 0.690 ................0.584 ..............0.584...................0.586................ 0.100 2,191,867,942
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................  418,488 ............52,728......................13 ............0.126 ........... 0.126 ...........0.125 ........... 0.126 ............. 0.126............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.126 ..............0.126...................0.126 ................ 0.100 ..... 29,862,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ........................................................................1,550 .................. 508........................ 1 ........... 0.328 ........... 0.328 ...........0.328........... 0.328 .............0.328 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.328..............0.330...................0.330 ............... 0.100 ... 219,223,860
OM0000001707 ............  OMAN CABLES INDSTR ........................................  122,500 ..........175,180........................2 ............1.430 ........... 1.440 ...........1.430 ........... 1.440 .............1.440 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................1.440 ............. 0.000...................1.430 ................ 0.100 ....129,168,000
OM0000001749 ............  OMAN CEMENT ............................................................2,000 .................. 592........................ 1 ........... 0.296 ........... 0.296 ...........0.296........... 0.296 .............0.296 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.296..............0.296...................0.302 ............... 0.100 ......97,938,322
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM.......................................................... 6,430 ............... 5,787........................4 ........... 0.900 ...........0.900 ...........0.900 .......... 0.900 .............0.900 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.900 .............0.824...................0.900 ............... 0.100 ...675,000,000
OM0000003281 ............  TAAGEER FINANCE ..................................................22,779 ............... 2,115........................3 ........... 0.093 ........... 0.093 ...........0.092........... 0.092 .............0.092 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.092..............0.092...................0.093................ 0.100 ......23,796,886
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  597,000 ...........60,904..................... 29 ............0.103 ........... 0.103 ...........0.102 ........... 0.102 .............0.102 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.102 ..............0.102...................0.102 ................ 0.100 ... 468,186,354
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ........................................... 16,666 ...............4,565........................4 ........... 0.276 ........... 0.276 ...........0.272........... 0.274 .............0.276 ...........-0.002 ........... -0.725 ...............0.274 ..............0.272...................0.274................ 0.100 .......16,769,971
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ..............................................  832,000 ......... 357,832......................13 ........... 0.432 ........... 0.432 ...........0.430........... 0.430 .............0.434 ...........-0.004 ........... -0.922 ...............0.430..............0.430...................0.430 ............... 0.100 ..... 23,650,000
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG..........................................................76,050 ...............8,207......................14 ............0.108 ........... 0.108 ...........0.107 ........... 0.107 ............. 0.108 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.926 ...............0.107 .............. 0.107................... 0.116 ................ 0.100 ..... 14,980,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO .....................................................................  511,000 .......... 198,967..................... 20 ........... 0.390 ...........0.390 ...........0.388........... 0.390 .............0.394 ...........-0.004 ............-1.015 ................0.390..............0.388...................0.390 ............... 0.100 ...253,868,250
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ............................................  571,393..........222,479......................41 ........... 0.392 ........... 0.392 ...........0.388........... 0.390 .............0.400 ...........-0.010 ........... -2.500 ...............0.390..............0.390...................0.390 ............... 0.100 ..... 85,800,000
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA MARKTING......................................................100 .....................79........................ 1 ............0.792 ........... 0.792 ...........0.792 ........... 0.792 ............. 0.816............-0.024 ........... -2.941 ...............0.792 ............. 0.800...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ..... 54,648,000
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL INV. H ...........................................................  239,003 ............14,541......................17 ........... 0.062 ........... 0.062 ...........0.059 ........... 0.059 .............0.062 ...........-0.003 ........... -4.839 ...............0.059 ..............0.060...................0.061 ................ 0.100 ......11,800,000
Total ..................................17 .........................................................................................  3,660,697 ... 1,196,258...................201

ISIN ...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO) .................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER ......................PAR VALUE .......... MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .................................... 4,503.10 ..............4,484.29 ................... 4,489.97 ................... 4,497.83 ...................-7.86 .................. -0.17
FINANCIAL INDEX ........................... 7,216.86 ...............7,188.44 ....................7,188.44 ....................7,196.97 .................. -8.53 .................. -0.12
Industry Index .......................................6,340.31 ...............6,301.98 ................... 6,301.98 ................... 6,340.31 ................-38.33 .................. -0.60
Services Index .......................................1,630.07 ...............1,602.91 .................... 1,616.72 ................... 1,624.58 ...................-7.86 .................. -0.48
MSX Shariah Index .................................480.46 ..................477.30 .......................477.47 ...................... 480.46 .................. -2.99 .................. -0.62
MSX TR INDEX....................................5,679.46 ............... 5,655.73 ...................5,662.90 ................... 5,672.81 ...................-9.91 .................. -0.17
FINANCIAL TR IDX........................... 7,551.64 ...............7,521.90 ....................7,521.90 ................... 7,530.82 .................. -8.92 .................. -0.12
SERVICES TR IDX ..............................1,692.68 ...............1,664.47 ................... 1,678.82 ................... 1,686.98 .................. -8.16 .................. -0.48
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ........................6,580.17 .............. 6,540.39 ...................6,540.39 ................... 6,580.17 ................ -39.78 .................. -0.60
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
5,725,963 .....................1,529,198 .....................335 .............. 23,235,009,234 .................. 4 ......................19 ....................20 .........................43

OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS .........................................................  276,170.............38,746......................21 ............0.142 ........... 0.145 ...........0.137 ............0.137 ............. 0.136.............0.001 ............. 0.735 ................0.137 .............. 0.137...................0.138 ................ 0.100 ...... 11,645,000
OM0000001095 ............  DHOFAR INSURANCE ............................................. 20,000 .............. 4,000........................ 1 ........... 0.200 ...........0.200 ...........0.200 .......... 0.200 .............0.200 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.200 ............ 0.000...................0.200 ............... 0.100 ..... 20,952,409
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  508,429 ............78,133..................... 23 ............0.153 ........... 0.154 ...........0.153 ........... 0.154 ............. 0.154............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.154 .............. 0.154...................0.154 ................ 0.100 ... 308,048,170
OM0000001566 ............  OMAN FISHERIES ..................................................... 25,000 ...............2,725........................6 ............0.109 ........... 0.109 ...........0.109 ........... 0.109 ............. 0.109 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.109 ..............0.106................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 ......19,846,545
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ......................................51,400 ............... 4,112........................4 ........... 0.080 ...........0.080 ...........0.080........... 0.080 .............0.080 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.080..............0.078...................0.080 ............... 0.100 ..... 16,000,000
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR ............................................................... 7,400 .................. 999........................ 1 ............0.135 ........... 0.135 ...........0.135 ............0.135 ............. 0.135 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.135 ..............0.130...................0.138 ................ 0.100 ...404,507,444
OM0000002648 ...........  NATIONAL FINANCE ................................................. 8,062 ...................951........................ 1 ............0.118 ........... 0.118............ 0.118 ............0.118 ............. 0.118 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.118 ............. 0.000................... 0.118 ................ 0.100 ......63,865,194
OM0000003265 ...........  NAT. DETERGENT .............................................................. 97 .....................52........................ 1 ........... 0.538 ........... 0.538 ...........0.538 ........... 0.538 .............0.538 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.538 ..............0.538...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ......10,760,000
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ................................................2,000 .................. 128........................ 1 ........... 0.064 ...........0.064 ...........0.064........... 0.064 .............0.064 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.064..............0.064...................0.066................ 0.100 ......61,092,605
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ....................................................... 7,181 .................. 629........................2 ........... 0.087 ........... 0.088 ...........0.087 ........... 0.088 .............0.088 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.088 ..............0.087...................0.088................ 0.100 ......15,400,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER ...................................................... 300 .....................12........................ 1 ............0.041 ........... 0.041 ...........0.041 ........... 0.041 ............. 0.041 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.041 ..............0.039...................0.041 ................ 0.100 ...... 27,670,385
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ....................................................4,000 .................. 160........................3 ............0.041 ........... 0.041 ...........0.040 .......... 0.040 .............0.040 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.040 .............0.039...................0.040 ............... 0.100 ......28,576,254
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ........................................................ 1,500 ...................318........................ 1 ............0.212 ........... 0.212 ...........0.212 ........... 0.212 ............. 0.214 ...........-0.002 ........... -0.935 ...............0.212 .............. 0.211...................0.212 ................ 0.100 .....42,400,000
OM0000002028 ...........  GULF INT.CHEMI. ......................................................93,834 ...............8,954........................5 ........... 0.094 ........... 0.097 ...........0.094........... 0.097 .............0.098 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.020 ...............0.097 ..............0.097...................0.100................ 0.100 ........2,037,000
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................  636,672 ............ 61,775..................... 23 ........... 0.097 ........... 0.098 ...........0.096........... 0.096 .............0.097 ...........-0.001 ............-1.031 ................0.096 ..............0.096...................0.096................ 0.100 .... 214,747,491
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ............................................................12,000 ...............3,426........................8 ........... 0.286 ........... 0.286 ...........0.284 .......... 0.284 .............0.288 ...........-0.004 ........... -1.389................0.284..............0.270...................0.286 ............... 0.100 ..... 34,080,000
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE .....................................................97,776 ...............6,263......................12 ........... 0.065 ........... 0.065 ...........0.064........... 0.064 .............0.065 ...........-0.001 ............-1.538................0.064..............0.064...................0.066................ 0.100 .......19,657,365
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ..................................................4,000 ...............1,000........................2 ........... 0.250 ...........0.250 ...........0.250........... 0.250 .............0.255 ...........-0.005 ............-1.961 ................0.250..............0.250...................0.255................ 0.100 ...... 10,401,318
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER..........................................................1,835 ..................... 81........................ 1 ........... 0.044 ...........0.044 ...........0.044 .......... 0.044 .............0.045 ...........-0.001 ........... -2.222 ...............0.044 ............ 0.000...................0.045 ............... 0.100 ..... 64,354,464
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ...........................................33,500 ............... 1,129........................3 ........... 0.033 ........... 0.034 ...........0.033 ........... 0.033 .............0.034 ...........-0.001 ........... -2.941 ...............0.033 ..............0.033...................0.037................ 0.100 .........6,587,975
OM0000001301 ............  DHOFAR CATTLE.......................................................... 5,000 ..................440........................ 1 ........... 0.088 ........... 0.088 ...........0.088........... 0.088 .............0.092 ...........-0.004 ........... -4.348 ...............0.088 ............. 0.000...................0.100................ 0.100 .........7,114,800
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY....................................................89,900 ...............9,889........................3 ............0.110 ........... 0.110............0.110 ............0.110 ............. 0.117 ............-0.007 ........... -5.983 ...............0.110 .............. 0.110................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 ........8,954,303
OM0000001319 ............  ALUMINIUM PROD. ........................................................ 200 ..................... 16........................ 1 ............0.081 ........... 0.081 ...........0.081 ........... 0.081 .............0.087 ...........-0.006 ........... -6.897 ...............0.081 ..............0.079...................0.086................ 0.100 .........2,719,287
OM0000002366 ...........  AL BATINAH DEV. .......................................................73,460 ...............3,453........................5 ........... 0.047 ........... 0.047 ...........0.047........... 0.047 ............. 0.051............-0.004 ........... -7.843................0.047..............0.047...................0.050 ............... 0.100 ........ 1,410,000
Total ..................................24 ........................................................................................  1,959,716 .......227,390................... 130

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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India’s exports rise by 1.62% 
in August; trade defi cit widens
NEW DELHI: India’s merchan-
dise exports rose by 1.62 per 
cent to $33.92 billion in August 
2022 as compared to $33.38 bil-
lion recorded in the same month 
last year while imports surged by 
37.28 per cent year-on-year lead-
ing to widening in the trade defi -
cit, as per the government data 
released on Wednesday.

India’s overall exports (Mer-
chandise and Services combined) 
in August 2022 are estimated to be 
$57.47 billion, exhibiting a positive 
growth of 6.75 per cent over the 
same period last year, according 
to data released by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry.

   Overall imports in August 2022 
are estimated to be $75.84 billion, 
exhibiting a positive growth of 
33.15 per cent over the same pe-
riod last year.

Merchandise exports in August 
2022 were $33.92 billion, as com-
pared to $33.38 billion in August 
2021, exhibiting a positive growth 

of 1.62 per cent. Merchandise im-
ports in August 2022 were $61.90 
billion, which is an increase of 
37.28 per cent over imports of 
$45.09 billion in August 2021.

The merchandise trade defi cit 
in August 2022 was estimated at 
$27.98 billion as against $11.71 bil-
lion in August 2021, which is an 
increase of 138.88 per cent.

India’s overall exports (Mer-
chandise and Services combined) 
in April-August 2022 are esti-
mated to be $311.82 billion, ex-
hibiting a positive growth of 19.72 
per cent over the same period last 
year. Overall imports in April-
August 2022 are estimated to be 
$390.91 billion, exhibiting a posi-
tive growth of 43.78 per cent over 
the same period last year.

Merchandise exports for the 
period April-August 2022 were 
$193.51 billion as against $164.44 
billion during the period April-
August 2021, registering a positive 
growth of 17.68 per cent.

Merchandise imports for the 
period April-August 2022 were 
$318.03 billion as against $218.22 
billion during the period April-
August 2021, registering a positive 
growth of 45.74 per cent.

The merchandise trade defi -
cit for April-August 2022 was 
estimated at $124.52 billion as 
against $53.78 billion in April-Au-
gust 2021, which is an increase of 
131.52 per cent.

Non-petroleum and non-gems 
& jewellery exports in August 
2022 were $24.88 billion, register-
ing a negative growth of (-) 1.64 per 
cent over non-petroleum and non-
gems & jewellery exports of $25.29 
billion in August 2021.

Non-petroleum, non-gems & 
jewellery (gold, silver & precious 
metals) imports were $37.53 bil-
lion in August 2022 with a positive 
growth of 40.63 per cent over Non-
petroleum, non-gems & jewellery 
imports of $26.69 billion in August 
2021. -ANI

G O V E R N M E N T  D A T A

Twitter shareholders approve 
$44bn buyout deal by Musk
SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter said 
an initial count showed share-
holders endorsed Elon Musk’s 
proposed $44 billion buyout of 
the social media platform.

The tally was arrived at with 
most of the votes having been 
cast online, during a shareholder 
meeting that lasted just minutes. 
Although the deadline for the 
shareholder vote on the deal was 
set for Tuesday, it was believed 
that enough investors had voted 
by Monday evening for the out-
come to be certain.

The shareholder decision is a 
green light for the contract to close, 
even as Musk — the world’s richest 
man — seeks to exit the deal. 

Why is Musk backing out?
Musk, the CEO of electric car 
maker Tesla, has told Twitter he 
does not plan to go ahead with 
the acquisition, arguing he was 
misled over the number of fake 
accounts on the platform.

He made the announcement in 
May, saying he wanted more de-
tails to show that spam and fake 
accounts only represented less 
than 5 per cent of users.

The company has sued Musk to 
complete the deal, with a hearing 
set for October. Lawyers for Twit-
ter say Musk’s reasons for with-
drawing from the deal are “invalid 
and wrongful.”

Should Twitter prevail in the 
case, the judge could order the 

Tesla chief to pay billions of dollars 
to the company — or even demand 
that he complete the purchase.

Musk’s argument could be 
strengthened by the testimony of 
Twitter’s former security chief, 
who told the US Congress on Tues-
day that the social media platform 
is plagued by weak cyber defenses. 

Peiter “Mudge” Zatko claims that 
the company is not aware of what 
data it has and how to protect it, pri-
oritising profi t over security. -DW

A C Q U I S I T I O N

Wall St. tumbles to biggest loss 

in two years following CPI data

NEW YORK: A broad sell-off  
sent US stocks reeling on Tues-
day after a hotter-than-expected 
infl ation report dashed hopes that 
the Federal Reserve could relent 
and scale back its policy tighten-
ing in the coming months.

All three major US stock in-
dexes veered sharply lower, snap-
ping four-day winning streaks and 
notching their biggest one-day 
percentage drops since June 2020 
during the throes of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Reuters reports.

Surging risk-off  sentiment 
pulled every major sector deep 
into negative territory, with in-
terest-rate-sensitive tech and 
tech-adjacent market leaders, led 
by Apple, Microsoft and Amazon 
weighing heaviest.

“(The sell-off ) is not a surprise 
given the rally running up to the 
data,” said Paul Nolte, portfo-
lio manager at Kingsview Asset 
Management in Chicago.

The Labor Department’s con-
sumer price index (CPI) came in 
above consensus, interrupting a 
cooling trend and throwing cold 
water on hopes that the Federal 
Reserve could relent after Sep-
tember and ease up on its interest 
rate hikes. 

Core CPI, which strips out 
volatile food and energy prices, 
increased more than expected, 
rising to 6.3 per cent from 5.9 per 
cent in July.

The report points to “very per-
sistent infl ation and that means 

the Fed is going to remain engaged 
and raise rates,” Nolte added. “And 
that’s an anathema to equities.”

FedWatch
Financial markets have fully 
priced in an interest rate hike 
of at least 75 basis points at the 
conclusion of the FOMC’s policy 
meeting next week, with a 32 per 
cent probability of a super-sized, 
full-percentage-point increase to 
the Fed funds target rate, accord-
ing to CME’s FedWatch tool.

“The Fed has increased (inter-
est rates) by three full percentage 
points in the last six months,” No-
lte said. “We have not yet felt the 
full impact of all those increases. 
But we will feel it.” “We are at re-
cession’s doorstep.”

Worries persist that a pro-
longed period of policy tightening 
from the Fed could tip the econo-
my over the brink of recession.

The inversion of yields on two- 
and 10-year Treasury notes, re-
garded as a red fl ag of an impend-

ing recession, widened further.
The Dow Jones Industrial Av-

erage fell 1,276.37 points, or 3.94 
per cent, to 31,104.97, the S&P 500 
lost 177.72 points, or 4.32 per cent, 
to 3,932.69 and the Nasdaq Com-
posite dropped 632.84 points, or 
5.16 per cent, to 11,633.57.

All 11 major sectors of the S&P 
500 ended the session deep in 
red territory. Communications 
services, consumer discretionary 
and tech shares all plummeted 
more than 5 per cent, while the 
tech subset semiconductor sector 
sank 6.2 per cent.

Declining issues outnumbered 
advancing ones on the NYSE by a 
7.76-to-1 ratio; on Nasdaq, a 3.64-
to-1 ratio favoured decliners.

The S&P 500 posted one new 
52-week high and 16 new lows; 
the Nasdaq Composite recorded 
29 new highs and 163 new lows.

Volume on US exchanges was 
11.58 billion shares, compared 
with the 10.33 billion average over 
the last 20 trading days. -BNA

U S  S T O C K S

Consumer 
goods industry 
improves 
signifi cantly 
over decade

BEIJING: China’s consumer 
goods industry has improved 
signifi cantly in size and overall 
strength over the past decade, 
with steady growth in revenue 
and global infl uence, a Minis-
try of Industry and Information 
Technology offi  cial said.

The sector’s combined op-
erating revenues and profi ts 
respectively increased 35 per-
cent and 64.5 percent over the 
past 10 years, He Yaqiong, head 
of the ministry’s department of 
consumer goods industry, said 
at a press conference.

The added value of the indus-
try accounts for 27.9 percent of 
all industrial sectors, and the 
country’s exports of light indus-
try and textile products have 
surpassed 30 percent of the 
world’s total, He said.

China has built a consumer 
goods industrial system with 
wide coverage and a relatively 
complete structure, which has 
eff ectively guaranteed the sup-
ply of various products neces-
sary to daily life.

Calling the industry one of 
China’s long-standing advan-
tages, He said it plays an ir-
replaceable role in driving the 
economy, improving the peo-
ple’s well-being, creating jobs, 
and expanding exports. -Xinhua

C H I N A
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OBSERVATION
AND EXPERIMENTATION

CHILDREN LEARN FROM

Children learn by 
seeing and ex-
perimenting on 
their own. They 

also learn from what oth-
ers say to them, particu-
larly adults and authority 
fi gures such as their par-
ents and teachers. When 
children discover some-
thing unexpected, they 
seek out more informa-
tion by asking questions 
or testing claims. Previ-
ous research indicates 
that whether children in-
vestigate adults’ surprise 
assertions varies by age, 
with children over the age 
of six being more likely to 
seek out extra information 
than children aged four 
and fi ve. However, there 
has been little research 
into why children seek 
information after being 
given something startling 
by adults.

A new study published 
in Child Development by 
researchers at the Univer-
sity of Toronto and Har-
vard University aims to 
answer this question.

   “The research shows 
that as children age, they 
become more skeptical 
of what adults tell them,” 
said Samantha Cottrell, 
senior lab member from 
the Childhood Learning 
and Development (ChiLD) 
Lab at the University of 
Toronto.”This explains 
why older children are 
more likely to try to verify 

claims and are more in-
tentional about their ex-
ploration of objects.”

Across two pre regis-
tered studies, researchers 
set out to clarify whether 
and why children explore 
surprising claims.

  In the fi rst study, which 
was conducted in-person 
between September 2019 
and March 2020, 109 
children ages four- to six-
years-old were recruited 
from the Greater Toronto 

Area, Canada. Due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the laboratory was shut 
down for in-person test-
ing in March 2020, which 
resulted in lower testing 
numbers than originally 
planned. Parents of 108 of 
the 109 children reported 
on the ethnicity of their 
child: 49% described their 
child as White, 21% Mixed 
Ethnicity or Race and 19% 
Southeast Asian. Nearly 
all parents answered 
questions about their 
educational background 
with 18% of children hav-
ing parents who did not 
attend university, 34% 
having one parent who 
attended university and 
48% having two parents 
who attended university.

Children were pre-
sented with three familiar 
objects: a rock, a piece of 
sponge-like material and 
a hacky sack. An experi-
menter began by asking 
children, “Do you think 
this rock is hard or soft?” 
All children stated that 
the rock was hard. Chil-
dren were then randomly 
assigned to be told some-
thing that contradicted 
their beliefs about the 
world (“Actually, this rock 
is soft, not hard”) or told 
something that confirmed 
their intuition (“That’s 

right, this rock is hard”).  
Following these state-
ments, all children were 
again asked, “So, do you 
think this rock is hard or 
soft?” Almost all children 
who heard claims that 
aligned with their beliefs 
continued to make the 
same judgement as be-
fore: that the rock was 
hard. In contrast, few of 
the children who were 
told that the rock was 
soft continued to make 
the same judgement as 
before. The experimenter 
then told children that 
they had to leave the room 
for a phone call and left 
children to explore the 
object on their own.

Children’s behaviour 
was video-recorded. The 
study found that most 
children regardless of age 
engaged in testing sur-
prising claims. The au-
thors hypothesized that 
previously reported age 
diff erences in children’s 
exploration of surprising 
claims might refl ect de-
velopments in children’s 
ability to use explora-
tion to test more complex 
claims. It could also be 
that with increasing age, 
the motivation behind 
children’s exploration 
changes, with younger 

children exploring be-
cause they believed what 
they had been told and 
wanted to see the surpris-
ing event and older chil-
dren exploring because 
they were skeptical of 
what they had been told.

In the second study, 
which was conducted 
between September and 
December 2020, 154 4- to 
7-year-old children were 
recruited from the same 
area as in the first study. 
Parents of 132 of the 154 
children reported their 
ethnicity as 50% White, 
20% Mixed Ethnicity or 
Race and 17% Southeast 
Asian. Nearly all par-
ents answered questions 
about their educational 
background with 20% of 
children having parents 
who did not attend uni-
versity, 35% having one 
parent who attended uni-
versity and 45% having 
two parents who attended 
university.

Over Zoom (due to 
Covid-19 restrictions), 
an experimenter shared 
their screen and pre-
sented each participating 
child with eight vignettes. 
For each vignette, chil-
dren were told that the 
adult made a surprising 
claim (for example, 

“The rock is soft” or 
“The sponge is harder 
than the rock”) and were 
asked what another child 
should do in response to 

that claim and why they 
should do that.  The re-
sults indicate that older 
children (six- and seven-
year-olds) were more like-
ly than younger children 
to suggest an exploration 
strategy tailored to the 
claim they heard (that is, 
touching the rock in the 
fi rst example but touching 
the rock and the sponge in 
the second example). The 
results also show that with 
increasing age, children 
are increasingly justify-
ing exploration as a means 
of verifying the adult’s 
surprising claim. These 
fi ndings suggest that as 
children age, even when 
they are equally likely to 
engage in exploration of 
surprising claims, they be-
come more aware of their 
doubts about what adults 
tell them, and as a result, 
their exploration becomes 
more intentional, targeted 
and effi  cient.

“There is still a lot we 
don’t know,” said Samuel 
Ronfard, assistant profes-
sor at the University of 
Toronto and lab director 
at the Childhood Learn-
ing and Development 
(ChiLD) Lab. “But, what’s 
clear is that children don’t 
believe everything they 
are told. They think about 
what they’ve been told and 
if they’re skeptical, they 
seek out additional infor-
mation that could confi rm 
or disconfi rm it.” -ANI

In the second study, 

which was conducted 

between September 

and December 2020, 

154 4- to 7-year-old 

children were recruited 

from the same area 

as in the first study. 

Parents of 132 of the 

154 children reported 

their ethnicity as 50% 

White, 20% Mixed 

Ethnicity or Race and 

17% Southeast Asian. 

Children over the age of six are more likely to seek out extra information than children aged four and five.



POWERTRAIN 
The Purosangue’s engine (code-
named F140IA) maintains the 
architecture that made the Pranc-
ing Horse’s most recent 12-cylin-
ders so successful i.e. a 65° angle 
between its cylinder banks, a 
6.5-litre capacity, dry sump and 
high-pressure direct injection. 
It was designed, however, to pro-
duce the highest amount of torque 
at low revs possible without 
losing the feeling of linear, never-
ending power typical of Ferrari’s 
naturally-aspirated V12s. 80% 
of the maximum torque is on tap 
at just 2100 rpm and it peaks at 
716 Nm at 6250 rpm. Maximum 
power of 725 cv is reached at 7750 
rpm and throttle response is char-
acteristic of a real sports car.

CHASSIS AND BODY
The Purosangue’s chassis is 
completely new and was designed 
from scratch with the aim of pro-
ducing a structure of uncompro-
mising rigidity. The lower chassis 
structure is made entirely from 
high-strength aluminium alloy 
and draws on Ferrari’s enormous 
experience in the optimal use 
of these light alloys. Together 
with the structural elements of 

the upper body, it makes up a 
spaceframe chassis comprised 
of closed-section extrusions 
connected by castings into which 
load-bearing aluminium sheet 
metal elements are integrated. 

VEHICLE DYNAMICS 
Development of the Purosangue’s 
dynamic performance focused on 
creating a car that was completely 
unprecedented on the world stage: 
a model off ering usability and 
comfort standards that would po-
sition it at the very top of the mar-
ket as well as delivering signature 
Ferrari vehicle dynamics and per-
formance on a par with the rest of 
the range.

AERODYNAMICS
The very diff erent volumes and 
constraints of the truly unique 
Purosangue posed a completely 
new challenge for Ferrari’s aero-
dynamic department, so a radical 
rethink of both methods and 
solutions was demanded. The ex-
tremely ambitious drag reduction 
target, the specifi c usability and 
accessibility demands of this par-
ticular model, and the need to cool 
the imposing V12 and ancillaries 
demanded hundreds of hours in 
the wind tunnel and thousands 
of CFD (Computational Fluid 
Dynamics) simulations. The kind 
of development work dedicated 
to the fastest and most powerful 
sports cars in the range, in fact.

CABIN
The Purosangue’s cabin demand-
ed absolutely meticulous design 
of both the space and furnishings 
as well as careful selection of the 
materials used to off er unprec-
edented occupant space and 
comfort for a Ferrari four-seater. 

The cabin looks and feels like an 
extremely elegant, sporty lounge. 
When the doors are opened, a 
surprisingly generous amount of 
space is revealed. Equally surpris-
ing is the sophisticated luxury of 
the interior which exudes a sense 
of both elegance and modernity.

EXTERIOR
The Purosangue’s bodywork has 
been deftly sculpted and chiselled 
to create its unique shape. The 
design features two separate and 
distinct levels: the lower more 
technical underbody and the glo-
riously sinuous, imposing upper-
body. This division is underscored 
by the fact that the upper volume 
seems to fl oat on the wheelarches. 

STYLING
The Purosangue has created a 
new market segment in which the 
Prancing Horse opens entirely 
unprecedented new frontiers. 
Thanks to its unique modern 
architecture, the Purosangue is a 
versatile car that melds unparal-
leled comfort with Ferrari’s sig-
nature performance and driving 
pleasure. Translating Prancing 
Horse DNA into a car that is not 
only innovative for Maranello, but 
the entire automotive world, was 
a huge but exhilarating challenge 
for the Ferrari Styling Centre 
headed by Flavio Manzoni.

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT 
AND PERSONALISATION
The Purosangue off ers a vast 
range of optional content and 
personalisation choices that will 
allow every owner to strike the 
perfect balance between comfort 
and performance. Aside from a 
huge array of exterior and interior 
colours, including some specifi c 
to the model, further innovative 
solutions have been introduced 
that are new to the Ferrari range 
or indeed the market as a whole. 

7-YEAR MAINTENANCE 
Ferrari’s unparalleled quality 
standards and increasing focus 
on client service underpin the 
extended seven-year mainte-
nance programme off ered with 
the Purosangue. Available across 
the entire range, the latter covers 
all regular maintenance for the 
fi rst seven years of the car’s life. 
This scheduled maintenance 
programme for Ferraris is an ex-
clusive service that allows clients 
the certainty that their car is be-
ing kept at peak performance and 
safety over the years. This very 
special service is also available to 
owners of pre-owned Ferraris.
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Lajatico, 13th Sep-
tember 2022 – After 
years of anticipation 
by the international 
automotive frater-

nity, Ferrari unveiled the Puro-
sangue, the fi rst ever four-door, 
four-seater car in the Prancing 
Horse’s 75-year history, in the 
magnifi cently atmospheric sur-
roundings of the Teatro del Si-
lenzio in Lajatico (Pisa).

Since the marque’s earliest 
years, 2+2 cars (i.e. with two 
front and two smaller back seats) 
have played a signifi cant role in 
its strategy. Many Ferraris have 
made combining benchmark 
performance with fi rst class 
comfort one of the pillars of their 
success. Now, in the culmina-
tion of 75 years of leading-edge 
research, Ferrari has created a 
car that is unique on the world 
stage: not only do performance, 
driving pleasure and comfort co-
exist in perfect harmony, but it 
is also a peerless encapsulation 
of the Prancing Horse’s iconic 
DNA. Which is the reason why 
the name Purosangue, Italian for 
‘thoroughbred’, was chosen.

To enable the company to 
achieve the ambitious goals set 
for this project and create a car 
worthy of a place in its range, a 
completely diff erent layout and 
innovative proportions compared 
to modern GT archetypes (so-
called crossovers and SUVs) were 
adopted. The average modern 
GT’s engine is mounted forwards 
in the car, almost straddling the 
front axle with the gearbox cou-
pled directly to it: this results in 
less than optimal weight distri-
bution that delivers driving dy-
namics and driving pleasure well 
short of the standards of excel-
lence to which Prancing Horse 
clients and enthusiasts have be-
come accustomed. 

The Purosangue, on the other 
hand, has a mid-front-mounted 
engine with the gearbox at the 
rear to create a sporty transaxle 
layout. The Power Transfer Unit 
(PTU) is coupled in front of the 
engine to provide a unique 4x4 
transmission. This delivers 
exactly the 49:51% weight dis-
tribution that Maranello’s engi-
neers deem optimal for a mid-
front-engined sports car.

The Purosangue stands head 
and shoulders above the rest 
of the market thanks to its per-
formance and comfort. It is the 
only car with these proportions 
to sport a mid-front-mounted, 
naturally-aspirated V12: Ma-
ranello’s most iconic engine de-
buts in this brand new confi gura-
tion to ensure the car unleashes 
more power than any other in the 
segment (725 cv) whilst guaran-
teeing the most enthralling Fer-

rari engine soundtrack. Further-
more, it can deliver 80% torque 
even at low revs for unique driv-
ing pleasure at all times. 

The Purosangue’s aero devel-
opment focused on making the 
bodywork, underbody and rear 
diff user as effi  cient as possible. 
New solutions include synergy 
between the front bumper and 
wheelarch trim which generates 
an air curtain that aerodynami-
cally seals the front wheels, pre-
venting turbulent transverse air 
fl ows being generated.

Ferrari has also given the Puro-
sangue the very latest iterations 
of the vehicle dynamic control 
systems introduced on its most 
powerful and exclusive sports 
cars, including independent four-
wheel steering and ABS ‘evo’ with 
the 6-way Chassis Dynamic Sen-
sor (6w-CDS). Making its world 
debut is the F.A.S.T. (Ferrari Ac-
tive Suspension Technology) 
system. This very eff ectively con-
trols body roll in corners as well 
as the tyre contact patch over 
high-frequency bumps to deliver 
the same performance and han-
dling response as in one of the 
marque’s sports cars.

The all-new chassis has a car-
bon-fi bre roof as standard to keep 
weight down and lower the centre 
of gravity. Redesigning the body-
shell from scratch also meant 
the designers could incorporate 
rear-hinged back doors (welcome 
doors) to make ingress and egress 
easier while keeping the car as 
compact as possible. The cabin 
has four generous heated elec-
tric seats that will comfortably 
accommodate four adults. The 
boot is the largest ever seen on a 
Ferrari and the rear seats fold to 
increase the luggage space. Natu-
rally enough, the Purosangue 
has a more commanding driving 
position than other Ferraris, but 
the confi guration is the same as 
on every other Ferrari. As a re-
sult, the driving position is still 
intimate and close to the fl oor to 
provide greater connection to the 
car’s dynamic capabilities. 

The Purosangue off ers class-
leading performance fi gures 
(from 0 to 100 km/h in 3.3 s and 
from 0 to 200 in 10.6 s); the driv-
ing position and the heady, nat-
urally-aspirated V12 soundtrack 
deliver an entirely new yet also 
entirely Ferrari driving experi-
ence. The fact that a vast array 
of comfort-focused content is 
provided as standard, such as 
the Burmester© audio system, 
and that the many optional ex-
tras including the brand-new 
Alcantara® upholstery, derived 
from certifi ed recycled polyester, 
make the PUROSANGUE the 
most complete four-door, four-
seater in the segment.

FERRARI PUROSANGUE: 
UNLIKE ANY OTHER

POWERTRAIN
Type  V12 – 65° – dry sump

Overall displacement  6496 cc

Bore and stroke   94 mm x 78 mm

Max. power output*  725 cv at 7750 rpm

Max. torque   716 Nm at 6250 rpm

Max. revs  8250 rpm

Compression ratio  13.6:1

Specific power output  111 cv/l

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT
Length   4972 mm

Width   2028 mm

Height  1586 mm

Wheelbase  3018 mm

Front track   1720 mm

Rear track  1737 mm

Dry weight**  2173 kg

Dry weight/power ratio  3.0 kg/cv

Weight distribution  49% front / 51% rear

Fuel tank capacity   100 litres

Boot capacity  473 litres

TYRES AND WHEELS
Front   255/35 R22 J9.0

Rear  315/30 R23 J11.0

BRAKES

Front   398 x 38 mm

Rear   380 x 34 mm

TRANSMISSION AND GEARBOX 
8-speed F1 DCT

ELECTRONIC CONTROLS
SSC 8.0: 4RM-S evo, FAST Active Suspension, 

F1-Trac, ABS ‘EVO’ with Grip Estimation 2.0, ECS

PERFORMANCE 

Max. speed  > 312 km/h

0-100 km/h  3.3 s

0-200 km/h  10.6 s

100-0 km/h  32.8 m

200-0 km/h  129 m

FUEL CONSUMPTION AND CO2 EMISSIONS
Under homologation

*   with 98 RON petrol, 

    including 5 cv of dynamic ram 

** With optional lightweight content 

PUROSANGUE 
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

• The Prancing Horse’s fi rst ever 

   four-door, four-seater, the Purosangue was unveiled  

• The Purosangue is equipped with Maranello’s iconic naturally-aspirated   

   V12 which can unleash a massive 725 cv 

• Vehicle dynamics inspired by the Prancing Horse’s most extreme sports         

   cars make the Purosangue an authentic Ferrari four-door sports car 

• The Purosangue sets a new standard in the automotive industry, 

   thanks to its innovative layout 
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Ozone-killing materials in Earth’s 

stratosphere fell over 50% to levels seen 

before the ozone hole became a problem, 

scientists say. But there’s still a way to go. 

Here’s why we need a healthy ozone layer.

It’s not much — but the 
ozone layer is all there 
is between you and 
UV.

As the United Na-
tions puts it, “if we 
could bring the en-
tire ozone layer to sea 

level, it would be only about 3mm 
[0.118 inches] thick. That’s what 
protects us from harmful ultravio-
let radiation.”

That really isn’t very much, is 
it — just 3mm of protection? You 
can’t even see it.

And in some regions of the 
stratosphere, the ozone is so de-
pleted that we refer to an “ozone 
hole.” In fact, we have known 
for decades that the ozone layer 
is itself under threat and needs 
our protection.

The UN has been working to 
repair the hole for three dec-
ades via international treaties 
such as the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer.

According to meteorologists at 
the US-based National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, in early 2022, the amount 
of ozone-killing materials in our 
stratosphere had fallen by 50% to 
levels last seen before the ozone 
hole became a problem.

But we still have a way to 
go before the ozone layer has 
healed. Here’s our brief guide 
to what you need to know about 
our very precious ozone.

What is the ozone layer?
Ozone is a molecule, consisting of 
three oxygen atoms (O3). Ozone 
molecules occur naturally in 
the upper atmosphere — known 
as the stratosphere — and form 
a layer of gas. This layer of gas 
protects life on Earth by fi ltering 
some (but not all) of the sun’s ul-
traviolet radiation.

Ozone is also created by chemi-
cal reactions between air pollut-
ants and other emissions in the 
lower atmosphere — the tropo-
sphere.

While ozone provides us with 
a protective shield in the strato-
sphere, direct contact in the trop-
osphere can be harmful to plants, 
animals and humans.

So, what’s the problem with 
ultraviolet radiation (UV)?
It is often said we need the ozone 
layer to stop UV radiation from 
“sterilizing” the Earth’s surface.

We know that sun rays do have 
the power to sterilize things, and 
that can be good — think about 
your washing drying on the line 
on a hot summer’s day. But what 
we really mean to say is that UV 
radiation can kill.

There are three types of UV ra-
diation: A, B and C.

The ozone layer and atmos-
phere absorb all of the UVC — 
the most energetic form of UV 
radiation — and some UVB. UVA 
is not absorbed by the ozone 
layer and reaches the Earth’s 

surface in its entirety.
Humans need UVB radiation to 

generate vitamin D, which is good 
for people in appropriate doses. 
But too much UVB and UVA can 
cause serious illnesses, such as 
skin cancer, cataracts, suppres-
sion of the immune system, and 
premature aging of the skin. An 
excess of UV is also linked with 
reduced crop yields and adverse 
eff ects in the marine food chain.

What causes ozone 
depletion?
To a large extent, humans cause 
ozone depletion through our use 
of “ozone depleting substances” 
(ODSs). 

Gases such as chlorofluoro-
carbons (CFCs), halons, CH3C-
Cl3 (Methyl chloroform), CCI4 
(Carbon tetrachloride), hydro-
chlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) 
and methyl bromide destroy the 
ozone layer.

These substances can be found 
in refrigerators, air conditioners, 
aerosols, solvents and pesticides, 
to name a few.

They deplete the ozone layer 
by releasing chlorine and bro-
mine atoms, which degrade 
ozone molecules in the strato-
sphere.

Scientists warn that “very 
short-lived substances” (VSLSs) 
also threaten the ozone layer. 
VSLSs occur naturally in marine 
life, among seaweed and phyto-
plankton. But we also produce 

human-made VSLSs, such as di-
chloromethane.

The ozone hole — it’s not 
really a hole, is it?
No, strictly speaking, there is 
no ozone “hole” — rather, there 
is a region of “exceptionally 
depleted ozone over the Ant-
arctic.” It is also referred to as 
a “dramatic thinning ” of ozone, 
which shows up during spring 
in the southern hemisphere 
(August-October).

There are “mini-holes” and 
other aberrations in the northern 
hemisphere, too.

Will the ozone layer 
ever heal completely?
Scientists say the future looks 
good for the ozone layer. It may 
recover to pre-1980 levels over 
the next 50 years — sometime 
between 2050 and 2065 — if we 
stick to goals set in international 
treaties.

The Vienna Convention and the 
Montreal Protocol, for instance, 
became the fi rst treaties in the 
history of the UN to achieve uni-
versal ratifi cation on September 
16, 2009. And September 16 is 
now commonly known as World 
Ozone Day, or the International 
Day for the Preservation of the 
Ozone Layer.

NASA’s Ozone Watch provides 
daily updates, including images 
and animations from 1979 to 
2022.-DW
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Akbar Group set to open 
new branch in Oman

MUSCAT: Akbar Group will open 
its new IATA registered branch 
in the Sultanate on September 
16 in Ruwi. This will be its fourth 
branch in Oman, the others being 
located in Muscat and Ghubra. 

Akbar Travels, with a global net-
work of 155 branches worldwide 
and other network arrangements 
is India’s largest travel agency in 
terms of the number of IATA reg-
istered branches. 

In the Middle East, it has offi  ces 
in UAE, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and Bahrain. Backed by a rich 
legacy spanning over four decades, 
Akbar Travels led by K. V. Abdul 
Nazar, Chairman of Akbar Group 
has carved a niche for itself in the 
industry and is the market leader 
in each of the regions they oper-
ate with its bouquet of travel and 
related portfolio.

Being a market leader in its own 
right, the group is quite multi-fac-
eted and is known for its best prac-
tices in the industry. 

The Oman operations of the Ak-
bar Holidays in a short span of fi ve 
years have emerged as one of the 
leading players in the travel sector 
in the country, not only enhancing 
the travel experience for the resi-
dents and expat community with 
their customer-driven services 
and special packages but also pro-
viding job opportunities and train-
ing for the Omani workforce in the 
travel industry thereby integrating 
their share to the country’s eco-
nomic progress. 

The recruitment is backed by 
induction and in-house training 
equipping them with the necessary 
skill sets to further their personal 
growth in the industry and enhance 
their contribution to the nation’s 

continual economic growth.
“To nurture and encourage local 

talent in an area that holds great 
potential is an exciting prospect 
for us at Akbar Group and the ex-
pansion plans envisaged for Oman 
transcends the conventional travel 
products. The objective of this is to 
create opportunities and be a part 
of the growth story of Oman’s 2040 
vision,” said Ashiana Nazar, Exec-
utive Director of Akbar Group, at 
the sidelines of the event.

Akbar Travels’ services extend 
across the travel spectrum encom-
passing online and offl  ine ticket-
ing for corporate and individu-
als with a robust Ecom platform, 
inbound and outbound holidays, 
(Akbar Holidays), MICE, Des-
tination Management (Arabian 
Journeys), Medical Tourism (Tra-
vocure), Umrah, Study Abroad and 
Al Jazeera Exchange.

Akbar Holidays with its exten-
sive network across the world, have 
exciting customised and aff ordable 
packages suiting varied types of 
holiday seekers like honeymoon, 
adventure, family trips, shopping 
and food & weekend travel etc to ex-
otic destinations. They are also tied 
up with hotels across price bands 
across the globe in cities like Bali, 
Washington DC, San Francesco, 
Kuala Lumpur, Budapest, Sydney, 

Rome, Barcelona and more off er-
ing aff ordable accommodation and 
value for money.

In a rare synergy, Travocure, the 
medical tourism vertical of Ak-
bar Travels has tied up with some 
of the leading health institutions 
across geographies and is intended 
to cater to the exacting demands of 
its customers by off ering effi  cient 
packages at advanced hospital 
facilities, renowned doctors spe-
cialized in major disciplines and 
trained paramedical staff .

Akbar Travels also off ers excel-
lent ‘standard’, ‘special’ and ‘pre-
mium’ Umrah Travel Packages that 
cover tickets, stay and visa services 
from various cities. The packages 
include air-conditioned rooms, 
healthy meals, recommended air-
line services, and local transporta-
tion to ensure a pleasant trip.

One of the core areas of focus for 
Akbar Travels Oman in alignment 
with His Majesty’s Vision 2040 is 
to promote Oman’s inbound tour-
ism industry with the Indo Oman 
sector being a segment that will 
be explored and exploited to the 
full potential on account of its 
pan India presence. Akbar Travels 
has plans to open and operate fi ve 
new additional branches in Oman 
shortly as part of its expansion in 
the Sultanate.

Backed by a rich 

legacy spanning 

over four decades, 

Akbar Travels led 

by K. V. Abdul Nazar, 

Chairman of Akbar 

Group has carved a 

niche for itself in the 

industry

Toyota races to double-podium 

fi nish at Ypres Rally Belgium

MUSCAT: The GAZOO Racing 
World Rally Team scored another 
double-podium fi nish recently in 
the 2022 season of the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC) at 
Ypres Rally Belgium, as Elfyn 
Evans fi nished just fi ve seconds 
from victory to claim second place 
in the No. 33 Toyota GR YARIS 
Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle, 
while Esapekka Lappi took third 
in the No. 4 Toyota GR YARIS Ral-
ly1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle. The 
farmland roads of the West Flan-
ders region lived up to their repu-
tation as one of rallying’s most 
demanding asphalt tests, with fre-
quent surface changes and little 
margin for error. 

Evans and his co-driver Scott 
Martin held third place at the end 
of day one in the No. 33 Toyota 
GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric 
Vehicle, before fi ghting back dur-
ing day two to fi nish second. De-
spite continuing to close the gap 
on the leader with two stage wins 
on the third and fi nal morning, 
they ultimately fi nished the race 
in second place. Lappi and co-
driver Janne Ferm scored their 
third podium from six starts with 
a consistent and clean weekend 
in the No. 4 Toyota GR YARIS 
Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle. 

The result ensures Toyota con-
tinues to enjoy a strong lead of 
88 points in the manufacturers’ 
championship. 

The public debut of the inno-
vative GR Yaris H2 concept also 
took place in Belgium, and was 
completed by Toyota rally leg-
end Juha Kankkunen driving the 
Power Stage ahead of the com-
petitive fi eld in the hydrogen-
fueled vehicle. After driving the 
GR Yaris H2 himself on Saturday, 
Toyota Motor Corporation Presi-
dent and GAZOO Racing Team 
Founder Akio Toyoda had the 
chance to ride alongside Kank-
kunen on the most varied stage of 
the weekend before greeting his 
drivers at the podium. 

Akio Toyoda commented: 
“First of all, I would like to ex-
press my appreciation to the 
mechanics. Thanks to them and 
all involved, I was able to see 
all four cars of TGR running up 
close. Also, thanks to the support 
and cooperation of many parties 
such as FIA, WRC Promotor, 
and the organizer, we were able 
to let WRC fans hear the exhaust 
sound of a hydrogen engine. Mot-
orsport is really a sport, and I be-
lieve people get excited because 
sports stimulate our fi ve senses.”

G A Z O O  R A C I N G  W O R L D  R A L L Y  T E A M

ZAG strengthens staff  

communication skills 

MUSCAT: In line with its com-
mitment to employee develop-
ment, the Human Resources 
Department of the Zubair Au-
tomotive Group (ZAG) recently 
held a training programme on 
‘Communication Skills’ for staff  
across the organisation and saw 
the attendance of employees 
from various Zubair Automotive 
Group companies.

Commenting on the training 
programme, Jamal Mohammed 
Juma Al Balushi, General Manager 
HR and Admin said, “To ensure 
operational excellence, ensuring 
our employees are equipped with 
the latest skills, tools, and tech-
niques is vital. This is why we at the 
Zubair Automotive Group remain 
committed to investing in our staff  
through learning and development 
programs such as these.

“Given the rapidly evolving na-
ture of our business and the mar-
ket, there has never been a more 

important time for eff ective com-
munication in the workplace. Not 
only does it help us exceed cus-
tomer expectations and maintain 
productivity, but also enhances 
team dynamics and improves 
employee retention.”

Furthermore, there are sev-
eral benefi ts of the program to 
improve good communication 
skills within the team. One of the 
most important things it does 
is improve everyone’s listening 
skills. As a result, participants 
are better able to understand vo-
cal tones and body language, as 
well as the needs and positions 
of the customers or persons they 
work with. It also helps enhance 
their self-confi dence and ensures 
that they can communicate with 
brevity and impact. Consequent-
ly, they become better team play-
ers and leaders, as well as gain 
the impetus to take on greater 
responsibilities in the future.

T R A I N I N G  P R O G R A M M E

OTE Connect app takes customer 

service standards to new heights
MUSCAT: Leading Omani auto-
motive distributor OTE Group is 
harnessing the transformational 
power of smartphone technology 
to take customer service standards 
to new heights in Oman.

The group, which distributes an 
array of iconic auto brands as well 
as a number of prestigious auto-
related franchises, has launched 
‘OTE Connect’ – a ‘must-have’ mo-
bile and online app that is helping 
OTE’s vast customer base unlock 
further value from their purchases.  

New customers are also discov-
ering the elevated levels of conven-
ience off ered by the app in access-
ing OTE Group’s services across 
preowned cars, auto leasing, and 
car, truck and pickup rentals.

Since its recent rollout, OTE 
Connect has notched up huge 
numbers of downloads that are 
growing in multiples of thousands 

every month. An average of over 
1,000 bookings for maintenance 
service appointments are logged 
on the app every month, thanks to 
the ease of convenience off ered by 
this new electronic service.  Other 
features connect customers to the 
Group’s showrooms, customer 

champions, service centres, and 
parts outlets. 

Functionality is a key strength 
of the OTE Connect app. Custom-
ised for OTE’s exclusive use, the 
app is available for smartphones 
based on both IOS and Android op-
erating systems.  By simply down-
loading the app and registering 
their particulars, customers – old 
and new – can stay abreast of vari-
ous value-enhancing initiatives 
and schemes introduced by OTE 
Group from time to time.  Notifi ca-
tions alert registered customers to 
everything from new auto launch-
es and promotional campaigns, to 
discounts, giveaways and other in-
centives announced by the Group’s 
various automotive divisions.

Besides securing service and 
maintenance appointments, cus-
tomers can also use OTE Connect 
to schedule test drives of their 

choice of automotive brands com-
ing on the market – all from the 
convenience of their smartphones. 
In the same vein, rentals of cars, 
trucks and pick-ups from OTE’s 
Value Plus service can be booked 
via the app as well.  Furthermore, 
customers scheduling a service ap-
pointment can also rent a car when 
they drop off  their vehicle for ser-
vice – a seamless experience made 
possible by the OTE Connect app.

In essence, the app raises the 
bar on customer services extended 
by OTE Group to its diverse cli-
entele. Through a combination of 
functionality and rich features, 
OTE Connect enables customers 
to make the most of the Group’s 
portfolio of products and services 
with the ease of a click. It also es-
tablishes seamless connectivity 
between OTE Group and its vast 
customer base.

C U S T O M E R  C O N V E N I E N C E

All-new GranTurismo takes to the streets
MODENA: The new Maserati 
GranTurismo has taken to the 
road ahead of its offi  cial reveal, in 
the Modena and Trofeo versions 
fi tted with the V6 Nettuno engine.

GranTurismo is the brand’s true 
icon and its energy is unstoppable: 
the high-performance coupé is al-
ready travelling many miles, with 
a selected number of employees 
from the Maserati Family in the 

driving seat. The livery has only 
one main message: the return of a 
Maserati icon created 75 years ago.

It all began with the A6 1500, a 
model with a revolutionary spirit, 
the forerunner of a class of car 
that had never been seen before. 
It would go on to infl uence the 
automotive landscape all over the 
world, and successive generations 
of Maserati road cars.

M A S E R A T I
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