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A total of 17 kidney transplant op-
erations were performed and
over 11,000 donors registered on
Oman’s Shifa app for organ do-
nation this year, the Ministry of
Health has announced. 

The announcement was made
at an event held on Tuesday to
celebrate Oman Organ Donation
Day in commemoration of the
first organ transplant in the sul-
tanate performed on December
19, 1988. 

The event was held at Hormuz
Grand Muscat under the aus-
pices of H H Sayyid Kamil bin
Fahd al Said, Secretary-General
of Council of Ministers, in the
presence of several senior offi-
cials, including undersecretaries,
in addition to participation of
civilian and military medical insti-
tutions and medical professionals
from Oman’s health sector.

The celebration marked a con-
tinuation of the efforts of the
Ministry of Health, represented
by the National Organ Transplant
Programme Department, to raise
awareness of the importance of
organ donation through a na-
tional campaign activated in all
governorates this year, in addi-
tion to developing organ trans-
plant services.

The national campaign’s mes-
sage to the community highlights

the fact that besides being a 
generous and humanitarian 
act, organ donation is the only
solution in cases of organ failure
and certain ailments from which
millions of patients suffer world-
wide. 

The ceremony included a
presentation by Dr Ahmed al Bu-
saidi, Director of National Organ
Transplant Programme Depart-
ment, who spoke on the accom-
plishments during the year,
especially the increase in number
of kidney transplant operations,
the beginning of a corneal trans-

plant programme, and a signifi-
cant increase in the number of
registrations on the Shifa app for
post-mortem organ donation. 

Additionally, several organ
donors and relatives of posthu-
mous organ donors were hon-
ored at the event. A three-day
organ donation training course
was also launched in cooperation
with Donation Transplantation
Institute, Spain.

The Ministry of Health has a
programme enabling prospective
donors to express their interest
to donate organs after death by

registering on the Shifa app. This
year, a programme was acti-
vated to interview relatives of
brain-dead patients offering
them the option of donating or-
gans after death and performing
transplantation for eligible organ
failure patients on the national
waiting list.

The Shifa app for organ dona-
tion, which was launched in De-
cember 2021, helps provide
accurate information about organ
transplant and encourages a cul-
ture of organ donation in the sul-
tanate.

In an effort to establish guide-
lines for transplantation of
human organs and tissues, the
ministry issued a decision in
March 2021 to develop a national
programme to regulate human
organ and tissue donations.

Since 1988, 347 organ trans-
plant surgeries have been per-
formed in the sultanate, of which
325 were kidney transplants and
22 liver transplants. 
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Oman is keen to take its relation-
ship with India one level higher by
engaging more expeditiously
with the country that is making
significant strides in the fight
against climate change.

“The knowledge that is build-
ing up in India can definitely be
used in Oman,” H E Salem bin
Nasser al Aufi, Minister of Energy
and Minerals, told an Indian tele-
vision channel in Doha recently.

“India, of course, is a close
neighbour of ours. We’ve been
working with India for quite some
time and will continue to do so to
reduce the carbon dioxide foot-
print through capture and se-
questration,” H E Aufi told
TimesNow.

Oman has been exerting con-
certed efforts in carbon seques-
tration - a process of capturing
and storing atmospheric carbon
dioxide. It is a method of reducing
the amount of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere with the goal of
reducing global climate change.

There are a large number of
Indian firms that are part of
Oman’s industry and infrastruc-
ture and their emissions can be
worked on, the Omani minister
noted. 

While fighting climate change
at various levels in numerous
ways, the global mission is also to
shift from fossil fuel dependency.

A joint statement following
the recently concluded COP28
summit in Dubai called for ‘tran-

sitioning’ away from fossil fuels,
specifically for energy systems.

India has power generation
capacity of 424GW; around
180GW from non-fossil fuels. 

According to India’s New and
Renewable Energy Minister R K
Singh, his country has set a
500GW renewable energy tar-
get, which can be achieved be-
fore the 2030 deadline. 

Oman can benefit from India’s
efforts to meet its power de-
mands from renewable energy.

The sultanate is investing
more than US$30bn in hydrogen
production, aiming to become
one of the largest producers in
the world by 2030. Utilising solar
and wind energy for electricity
generation, Oman is currently
working on a strategy of orderly
transition to zero neutrality and is
committed to lowering emissions
by 21% by 2030.

Oman’s National Strategy for
Orderly Transition to Net Zero
has outlined carbon capture, util-
isation and storage will con-
tribute to approximately 15%
reduction in domestic emissions.
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Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Secretary-
General of Arab League, an-
nounced the ‘Arab Vision 2045’
at the 31st ministerial session of
the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA), held in
Cairo on Monday.

This initiative aspires to
achieve development through a
comprehensive and integrated
perspective, embodying a collec-
tive hope for a bright future
where the aspirations of the di-
verse peoples and groups in the
Arab region are fulfilled. 

“We envision a future that el-
evates aspirations, activates en-
ergies and encourages
cooperation,” Gheit said.

Arab Vision 2045 comprises
six interlinked pillars: security
and safety, fairness and justice,
innovation and creativity, pros-
perity and sustainable develop-
ment, diversity and vitality, and
cultural and civilisational re-
newal.

These pillars were selected,

taking into account the region's
priorities and in response to the
significant global changes under-
way.

“Given our shared belief in the
paramount importance of stabil-
ity and security, the initiative
crafted collaboratively by a team
from ESCWA and the Arab
League, encompasses a funda-
mental pillar centred on security
and safety. Today, we take great
pleasure in unveiling this initia-
tive, which aims to bolster re-
gional integration and

cooperation, fostering the reali-
sation of development goals for
Arab countries,” Gheit added,
while underlining the urgency of
having a vision statement for the
region, which reflects several un-
desired developments including
the current conflict in Israel.

The choice of the year 2045
to materialise the vision of the
Arab League was not arbitrary.
“It aligns with the centennial cel-
ebrations of both the Arab
League and the United Nations,”
Gheit informed.

‘Oman can work with India in
fight against climate change’

Arab Vision 2045 launched
at UN meeting in Cairo

Over 11,000 register
for organ donation

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
has sent a cable of condolences to President Xi
Jinping of People’s Republic of China for victims
of an earthquake which hit the northwestern
province of Gansu.

In the cable, His Majesty the Sultan expressed
his heartfelt sympathies to the President Xi, fam-
ilies of the victims and the Chinese people, wish-
ing the injured a speedy recovery. 

At least 126 people were killed in the country's
deadliest earthquake for years, BBC reported,

adding that fatalities may rise with more than 700
reported injured in icy conditions.

The 6.2 magnitude quake hit mountainous
Gansu province around midnight on Monday, also
shaking neighbouring Qinghai.

President Xi has ordered thousands of rescue
crew to the region, among the poorest and most
diverse in China.

On Tuesday, footage on state TV and social
media networks showed entire villages split by the
quake, as well as collapsed buildings and houses.

H M the Sultan condoles with Chinese President

The knowledge that
is building up in India
can definitely be used
in Oman
H E SALEM AL AUFI

This year has seen a 
significant increase in
the number of kidney
transplant operations
and beginning of a
corneal transplant 
programme
DR AHMED AL BUSAIDI

Role of cultural intelligence
in students’ success studied

03

Global fintech firm ties up
with Oman-based Mamun

05

Hospital in Gaza hit twice by
Israel in 48 hours: UNICEF

07

OMAN ORGAN
DONATION DAY

(Supplied photos)





WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2023 MUSCAT DAILY      03

NATION

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

A research project titled ‘The
role of cultural intelligence and
adaptation methods for the
level of problems faced by
Omani scholarship students’
won in the Young Researchers’
Education and Human Re-
sources category at 10th Na-
tional Research Award,
organised by the Ministry of
Higher Education, Research and
Innovation.

The research was led by
principal investigator Marwa
Nasser al Rajhi from Sultan Qa-
boos University. 

Marwa aimed to identify the
problems faced by Omani stu-
dents sent to study abroad, fo-
cusing on three main areas -
academic and cultural chal-
lenges, psychological aspects
and economic problems. The
study revealed the importance
of cultural intelligence, and how
it can help students overcome
these problems directly and in-
directly through the presence of
adaptation methods (positive
and negative) as mediating
variables in the relationship be-
tween cultural intelligence and
the level of problems.

The study sample consisted
of 3,331 male and female stu-
dents studying in various uni-
versities abroad. The largest
percentage of the sample were
students studying in the United
Kingdom and the United States
of America. The education level
of these students varied be-
tween undergraduate and post-
graduate, starting from the first

to the seventh year.
Through the study, Marwa

found various direct and indi-
rect relationships between cul-
tural intelligence, adaptation
methods and the level of chal-
lenges of all kinds. The study
found a high level of cultural in-
telligence led directly to a lower
level of academic, cultural and
psychological problems. A
higher level of cultural intelli-

gence among students led to an
increase in the level of positive
coping mechanisms that stu-
dents resorted to, which in turn
led to a decrease in the level of
psychological problems. Also, a
high level of negative coping
mechanisms led to an increase
in the level of all types of prob-
lems that students suffer.

The study also revealed a link
between gender and academic

year in the level of economic
problems that students face –
female students in general face
a higher level of economic prob-
lems compared to male stu-
dents.

The level of economic prob-
lems among male students in-
creases significantly from the
first year to the second year, but
begins to gradually decrease
thereafter until the fourth year.
As for females, the level of eco-
nomic problems remains al-
most constant, with a very
slight increase and decrease be-
tween the four years. 

Female students in general
have a higher level of academic,
cultural and psychological prob-
lems compared to male stu-

dents, and students in the first
year of school suffer from a
higher level of academic and
cultural problems compared to
older students.

Marwa highlighted the im-
portance of organising training
programmes for students be-
fore they leave for their scholar-
ship programmes, conducted
by competent authorities in the
Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation to pre-
pare them for the new country. 

Additionally, integrated in-
duction programmes should be
held for students after their ar-
rival in the scholarship country
by cultural attachés, which will
contribute to preparing stu-
dents psychologically, culturally
and academically and building a
communication bridge with of-
ficials in that country.

The study focused on the
need of educating students be-
fore they leave for their scholar-
ship country about the amount
of financial support provided to
them, and the importance of
good planning and prudent
spending to manage their ex-
penses and avoid economic
problems.

The study also proposed cre-
ating an electronic platform or
virtual association for Omani
students on scholarship in all
countries, to bring them to-
gether and give them an oppor-
tunity to discuss, ask for and
provide psychological support
to each other, provided that it is
under the supervision of spe-
cialists at the Ministry of Higher
Education, Research and Inno-
vation.

Role of cultural intelligence
in students’ success studied
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More than 1,000 people turned
up to witness the play
Safalamiyatra at Al Falaj Hotel
on Friday. A cast of 25 actors
and actresses delivered a rivet-
ing performance in the three-
hour Malayalam play narrating
a story based on a railway sta-
tion in south India.

Presented by Theatre Group
Muscat, the seventh play
staged by the group, Safalamiy-
atra was directed by Ansar
Ibrahim to a script by Kerala
State Award winner Jayan Tiru-
mana and stage set by Sujathan
Master. 

“The play showcases the
plight of the common man who
continues to be exploited due
to his innocence. The play is
narrated like a travelogue with
a lot of questions that we ask

the audience. The play makes
us ponder over the sorrows and
joys of the present time. It is
meant to analyse the good and
bad of human society and
through it show hope,” Ibrahim
said. 

He added that Safalamiyatra
puts forward the message that
the good wins over evil with
love, shown through a story
that addresses hot topics in

India, including lynching,
casteism and insurgency. 

Sujathan created five stages
for Safalamiyatra. “Every play
demands a new look and tex-
ture. The background and stage
are important in conveying the
narrative efficiently with the
storyline. I worked closely with
the director and writer to cre-
ate and paint each background
meticulously.”

Good turnout for weekend Indian drama

Muscat - The Embassy of the
Syrian Arab Republic in Muscat
has announced that citizens of
the Sultanate of Oman can ob-
tain an entry visa to Syria at bor-
der checkpoints of the Arab
republic.

H E Dr Idris Maya, Syrian Am-
bassador to Oman, informed that
the announcement reflects the
depth of fraternal relations and
bonds between the peoples of
the two countries. 

The decision was made in im-
plementation of recommenda-
tions of a joint government
committee that convened in
Muscat on July 12 and 13. H E
Maya described it as a gesture to
upgrade ties of economic coop-
eration, commercial exchange
and tourism to the standard of
the distinguished political rela-
tions.

Omanis will not need to visit

Syrian embassies or consulates
abroad to obtain an entry visa, H
E Maya confirmed and added
that the Syrian embassy in Mus-
cat is fully prepared to respond to
any query related to this issue
and extend assistance to Omanis
wishing to visit Syria for any pur-
pose.

Syria to provide Omanis
visa at border checkpoints

The study aimed to identify the
problems faced by Omani students
sent to study abroad, focusing on
three main areas - academic and
cultural challenges, psychological
aspects and economic problems

Oman won the Al Ula Tent Pegging Championship after claiming seven medals – four gold, one silver and

two bronze – in individual and team events at the three-day tournament held in Medina, Saudi Arabia,

which ended on Tuesday (Supplied photo)

OMAN WINS AL ULA TENT PEGGING CHAMPIONSHIP

H E Dr Idris Maya

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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Oman’s Ministry of Education
has embarked on a national pro-
gramme for the scouts and
guides to explore the country’s
various locations, while undertak-
ing activities for physical fitness
and character building.

As part of this mission, the
General Directorate of Scouts
and Guides under the ministry
executed ‘Summit Path Pro-
gramme’ from December 14 to 16
taking young children to explore
the majestic Jebel Shams peak. 

“This programme was at-
tended by 19 students from 7th to
11th grade, under the supervision
of nine qualified leaders, in a vi-
sionary educational approach to
develop physical fitness and life
skills,” Ali Mohammed al Maa-
mari, Director of Public Relations
and Media at the General Direc-
torate of Scouts and Guides, told
Muscat Daily.

Maamari explained that the

programme - part of the direc-
torate’s initiatives to develop the
skills of scouts and guides -
leverages the expertise of the In-
ternet and Radio Communica-
tions Team. 

It includes a comprehensive
training schedule, starting from
walking for an hour daily to run-
ning for specific distances and
power training exercises - all
aimed at preparing students for
their real-life challenges.

The programme at the same
time seeks to instil the values of
national belonging and loyalty,
focusing on character building
and enhancing values such as in-
dependence, creativity, and lead-
ership. 

By ascending Jebel Shams -
the highest peak in the Arabian
Gulf - students learnt how to nav-
igate challenging natural environ-
ments and overcome obstacles
with a team spirit.

According to Maamari, the
‘Summit Path Programme’ re-
flects the directorate’s commit-

ment to developing young peo-
ple’s leadership skills and en-
hancing their connection with
nature, getting them involved in
environmental conservation and
guide them to develop a sense of
responsibility. 

“The achievement of this just

concluded programme repre-
sents a shining point in Oman’s
educational activities, underscor-
ing the value of innovation in ed-
ucation and upbringing.”

The Jabel Shams programme
had the support of several key
entities, among which beah

played a significant role by ex-
tending support to the entire ini-
tiative. Sama Jebel Shams Resort
graciously hosted the partici-
pants, offering them a comfort-
able and conducive environment
for their activities.

Additionally, Atiyab Food In-
dustries ensured the participants
were well-nourished throughout
the programme.

The directorate had also part-
nered with the Fifth Direction
Company for logistical support. 

These collaborations were in-
strumental in addressing the
complex needs of such a com-
prehensive programme.

The programme was enriched
by the participation of four dedi-
cated volunteers - two expert
medics and two professional ad-
venture photographers. 

“Their involvement added im-
mense value, ensuring safety and
capturing the essence of this in-
spiring journey,” the Public Rela-
tions official stressed.

The ‘Summit Path Pro-

gramme’, bolstered by these col-
laborators, stands as a testament
to the General Directorate of
Scouts and Guides’ commitment
to nurturing the next genera-
tion’s leadership abilities and
deepening their connection with
nature, while also underscoring
the importance of community
partnership in educational 
initiatives.

This achievement is a beacon
in Oman’s educational activities,
highlighting the significance of in-
novative approaches in education
and character development.

According to the participating
students, the experience was in-
spiring and enriching. 

Student Mala al Filaytiya
spoke about the benefits of
learning about the terrain and
tree types, while student Mariam
al Ra’isi highlighted the chal-
lenges and exceptional support
that she received. 

Sama al Hana’iyah expressed
her gratitude to the directorate
for organising this programme.
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The Ministry of Education
(MoE), represented by the Di-
rectorate-General of Education
in the Governorate of Dakhliyah,
on Tuesday signed an agreement
with the Omani Indian Fertilizer
Company (OMIFCO) to finance
a science and innovation centre
in Samael.

As per the agreement - signed
by H E Majid bin Said al Bahri,
Undersecretary for Financial and
Administrative Affairs in MoE,
and Sheikh Khalid bin Mo-
hammed al Fanna al Araimi, Di-
rector of Sustainability and
Corporate Communications at
OMIFCO - the construction of
the Ibn Al Nazr Centre for Sci-
ence and Innovation will be fi-
nanced by the fertiliser company.

The agreement, which was
signed at the ministry’s General
Diwan, reflects community part-
nership for funding the construc-
tion of the new centre for the
creation of an effective scientific
environment based on aware-
ness and deep knowledge of the
importance of investigation and
scientific research. 

Keeping pace with technical
development in all its forms
among students, the new centre
will help expand scientific hori-
zon of the students through pro-
grammes to trigger scientific
imagination.

“The ministry seeks to create
an educational environment that
stimulates creativity and innova-
tion, by building the mental capa-
bilities of students, developing
their creative thinking ability, re-
fining their skills, and discovering
their talents,” said H E Majid bin
Said al Bahri, Undersecretary for
Financial and Administrative Af-
fairs in MoE.

Dakhliyah to
get centre for 
science and 
innovation
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Makkah Hypermarket in Oman
has announced 400,000 gifts
to be given away in a ten-day
long ‘scratch and win’ campaign
in celebration of the group’s 31
years in Oman.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Golden Tulip Hotel
on Tuesday, Sinan Mohammad,
Executive Director of Makkah
Hypermarket, said that the
mega promotional campaign
will run from December 21 until
the last day of the year.

“Every customer will get a
voucher against every purchase
of RO10 and accompanying
scratch cards will enable one to
win a prize. This is for everyone

and everyone will get a gift.
Every voucher holds a surprise
for our customers,” he added.

Reflecting on this milestone
celebration, Mammootty (who
goes by only the first name),
Managing Director of Makkah
Hypermarket, said, “As we com-
memorate 31 years of serving
our community, it is with great
pleasure that we announce the
scratch and win contest. 

“This is our way of express-
ing gratitude to our valued cus-
tomers, who have been an
integral part of our journey. The
contest not only symbolises the
retailer’s commitment to deliv-
ering quality products but also
highlights its dedication to fos-
tering a strong bond with the
community it serves.”

Makkah Hypermarket to
mark 31st anniversary

Oman begins scouts and guides programme
for promotion of health, character building

This success of the first trip represents a
shining point in Oman’s educational 
activities, underscoring the value of 
innovation in education and upbringing
ALI MOHAMMED AL MAAMARI



Muscat – As part of the ongoing
efforts to develop scientific re-
search in Oman, Omantel and
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU)
have signed a five-year partner-
ship agreement to foster scien-
tific research in the fields of
information and communication
technology (ICT) and artificial in-
telligence (AI).

The agreement stipulates the
launch of the 'Applied Research
Fund' designed to provide sup-
port to faculty members and re-
searchers in the field of ICT and
AI. The fund will empower re-
searchers to collect and analyse
data using the latest technical
tools, as well as adopt technolog-
ical innovations in the fields of
medicine, agriculture, environ-
ment, technology, engineering
and other emerging technolo-
gies. This in line with the govern-
ment's policy of supporting
scientific research and innova-
tion aligning with Oman Vision
2040.

H H Sayyid Dr Fahad al Said,

Vice Chancellor of Sultan Qa-
boos University, said, "This part-
nership with Omantel aims to
boost our contribution, as a na-
tional university, to the country's
efforts to address the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development
Goals, especially those that focus
on stimulating innovation, driving
sustainable industries, and en-
couraging partnerships between
public and private sector institu-
tions and to work towards ele-
vating the quality of education.

“Omantel is the right fit for us,
especially because of the com-
pany's proven expertise and
great potential in adoption of

modern technologies and its
consistent support and dedica-
tion to small and medium enter-
prises, specialized in the fields of
ICT and AI.”

Talal Said al Mamari, Chief
Executive Officer of Omantel,
said, "We are delighted to enter
into an important partnership
with Sultan Qaboos University,
especially as research funding is
a core part of Omantel’s social
responsibility and commitment
to supporting Oman's youth in
their career advancement and
assisting them in joining national
efforts to build a digital economy
based on knowledge and innova-

tion. This partnership will go a
long way in boosting national ef-
forts to consolidate Oman's po-
sition in UNESCO's Global
Innovation Index.”

As part of the agreement,
Omantel will lend multi-level
support to the project through
engagement of its relevant de-
partments, with the technology,
strategy and innovation depart-
ments tackling related issues and
internal challenges.

Omantel Innovation Labs will
provide support by providing ac-
cess to Omantel’s incubators
and accelerators programmes
and connections with Omantel's
experts, through nearly 30 scien-
tific papers divided over a period
of five years.

This agreement focuses on
the telecommunications and in-
formation technology sector,
aligning with the National Pro-
gram for Digital Economy and in
line with His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik's commend-
able guidance.
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Triterras, a leading financial tech-
nologies (fintech) company fo-
cused on digital trade and supply
chain finance, has announced a
strategic alliance with Oman-
based Mamun, an embedded fin-
tech infrastructure as a service
and finance provider.

Triterras, a global fintech firm
co-headquartered in Singapore
and Dubai, is a leading innovator
of inclusive finance solutions for
the world's micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEs).

The collaboration between
Triterras and Mamun aims to
bolster the trade finance and
short-term lending landscape in
Oman. This collaboration har-
nesses Triterras' technological
expertise and leverages
Mamun's experience in Oman's
financial services sector.

The strategic alliance will ini-
tially target the MSMEs finance
sector in Oman, with a specific
emphasis on the food and bever-
age industry. The collaboration
will also enable Triterras to offer
its financing platform to banks in
Oman on a white-label basis.

As part of the alliance, Triter-
ras will introduce eDirect Debit, a
direct debit payment technology
developed by Mamun, in the UAE
market. eDirect Debit is designed
to offer businesses a seamless
and highly efficient payment so-

lution, with the aim of enhancing
the ease of handling transactions
within the region.

"One of the key challenges for
startups and micro businesses is
a lack of capital and financing,
which hinders growth and acces-
sibility to markets. Our primary
aim is to enable MSMEs with ac-
cess to immediate and workable
financial solutions to maintain
business continuity and foster
growth opportunities,” Ashish
Srivastava, Chief Commercial Of-
ficer at Triterras said in a press
statement.

“This collaboration strength-
ens our commitment to deliver

cutting-edge finance solutions
that meet the evolving needs of
businesses in Oman, and the
wider Middle East region. This
two-way agreement facilitates
Triterras' expansion in the MENA
region,” Srivastava added.

On his part, Mohammed al
Tamami, Co-Founder and Chief
Commercial Officer at Mamun,
said, “We are excited to witness
the expansion of our eDirect
Debit technology into the UAE
through our collaboration with
Triterras.”

Mamun is an embedded fi-
nance and payments startup
headquartered in Muscat, spe-

cialising in peer-to-peer lending
and crowdfunding tailored for
MSMEs. The platform is dedi-
cated to offering robust financial
support, particularly in trade fi-
nance, invoice financing, and
working capital loans.

With Oman's vibrant market
in mind, the collaboration be-
tween two fintech firms poten-
tially makes a substantial impact
on businesses looking for finance
by simplifying access to financial
resources. As with Triterras'
global mission, the collaboration
will support MSMEs, enhancing
financial inclusivity for businesses
in Oman.

The collaboration between Triterras and Mamun aims to bolster trade finance in Oman
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The board of directors of Oman
Cables Industry Company, a sub-
sidiary of the Prysmian Group
and a leading cables manufac-
turer in the Middle East, has ap-
pointed Erkan Aydogdu as the
new Chief Executive Officer of
the company.

Aydogdu will replace Cinzia
Farisè, the current CEO of Oman
Cables Industry who is set to
transition to a higher strategic
role at the Prysmian Group head-
quarters with global responsibili-

ties in January 2024, as disclosed
by the company to the Muscat
Stock Exchange.

The disclosure clarified that
the joining date for Aydogdu in
his new role is contingent upon
the completion of necessary reg-
ulatory procedures with the rele-
vant authorities. Until the formal
joining date, which will be dis-
closed in due course, Cinzia
Farisè will continue to serve in her
capacity as CEO, the company
said.

Aydogdu, coming from his re-
cent position as the CEO of
Oceania and Southeast Asia at
the Prysmian Group, brings a
wealth of experience from his
various roles within the Prysmian

Group. He holds a Global Execu-
tive MBA from SDA Bocconi Uni-
versity in Milan, earned between
2015 and 2017.

Oman Cables Industry em-
phasised Aydogdu's robust skill
set, encompassing logistics, con-
tinuous improvement, research
and development, quality assur-
ance, and management. The
company stated that Aydogdu's
diverse experience would con-
tribute valuable insights to the in-
dustry.

Expressing gratitude, Oman
Cables Industry board of direc-
tors, on behalf of the company,

acknowledged Cinzia Farisè for
her significant contributions, ser-
vices, and achievements during
her tenure. The board conveyed
best wishes for her continued
success in the new global role,
where she is expected to provide
support and guidance to the
company.

Oman Cables Industry holds a
prominent position among the
top 100 global wire and cable
producers. It is recognised for its
advanced facilities and outstand-
ing services, offering a compre-
hensive range of electrical
products. 

Muscat – The Central Bank of
Oman announced the issuance of
government treasury bills worth
RO29.45mn. 

The value of the allotted trea-
sury bills amounted to RO10mn,
for a maturity period of 28 days.
The average accepted price
reached RO99.590 for every
RO100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at
RO99.590.

The average discount rate and
the average yield reached
5.3446% and 5.3666%, respec-
tively.

The value of the allotted trea-
sury bills amounted to
RO19.45mn, for a maturity period
of 91 days. The average accepted
price reached RO98.660 for
every RO100, and the minimum
accepted price arrived at
RO98.660. The average discount
rate and the average yield
reached 5.3747% and 5.4477%,
respectively.

The interest rate on the repo
operations with CBO is 6.00%
while the discount rate on the
Treasury Bills Discounting Facility
with the central bank is 6.50%.

CBO issues RO29mn
worth of treasury bills  

Our Correspondent
Muscat

PT Medco Energi Internasional
(MedcoEnergi), a leading In-
donesian oil and gas company,
announced that it has com-
pleted the acquisition of 20%
interests in two exploration and
production sharing agreements
(EPSA) in Oman from OQ Ex-
ploration & Production (OQEP).

Earlier this month MedcoEn-
ergi had announced that it has
been granted Royal approval to
acquire 20% interests in two
blocks in Oman.

'MedcoEnergi has acquired a
20% interest in the Block 60
producing EPSA and a 20% in-
terest in the Block 48 explo-
ration EPSA, both located
onshore in western Oman near
the border with Saudi Arabia,'
the Indonesian company said in
a statement on its website.

It added that OQEP will re-
main operator of both blocks
and will facilitate the exchange
of expertise in gas exploration,
development, technology appli-
cation and sustainability pro-
cesses through the
secondment of MedcoEnergi
personnel to the joint opera-
tions and bilateral corporate as-
signments.

OQEP is Oman’s third
largest producer and a sub-
sidiary of OQ Group, the state
owned global integrated energy
group.

MedcoEnergi President Di-
rector Hilmi Panigoro said,
“This acquisition leverages our
reputation for sustainability and

gas development and provides
a new hub from which to ex-
pand low-cost production.”

Oman’s Block 60 holds two
producing fields – Bisat oil field
and Abu Butabul gas field. In
January 2023, OQ announced
the commissioning of its third
crude oil processing plant in the
Bisat oil field in Block 60, raising
the oil field’s production capac-
ity to 60,000 barrels per day
(bpd).

OQ recently announced that
oil production in Block 60 rose
to 61,000 barrels of oil equiva-
lent in the first half of 2023, up
from 49,000 barrels of oil
equivalent in the first half of
2022.

OQEP currently operates
three blocks in Oman (8, 48
and 60) and is a participant in a
number of production and ex-
ploration joint ventures both in
Oman and Kazakhstan.

MedcoEnergi acquires 20%
stake in Blocks 60 and 48

Global fintech firm forms
strategic alliance with
Oman-based Mamun

OQEP will continue to remain operator
of both blocks and facilitate the 
exchange of expertise in gas 
exploration, development, technology
application and sustainability processes

Oman Cables names Aydogdu as new CEO

Omantel, SQU to launch new fund to
foster research in ICT and AI industries

Erkan Aydogdu
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In a remarkable testament to his
unwavering commitment to ex-
cellence, Ahmed al Musalmi,
CEO, Sohar International, has
been honoured with the presti-
gious ‘CEO of the Year – Banking
& Leadership’ Award at Le Fonti
International Awards 2023,
Middle East. 

Notably, this marks his fourth
'CEO of the Year' accolade - with
three national, and a regional
recognition. Musalmi's remark-
able capabilities are rooted in his
extensive leadership tenure and
exceptional accomplishments
within the financial and banking
domain. His visionary guidance
not only propels the bank's
growth but also champions the
development of individuals,
both, within the institution and in
surrounding communities. 

Under his leadership over the
past five years, Sohar Interna-
tional has undergone a remark-
able metamorphosis, emerging
as the fastest-growing bank in
Oman. This exceptional growth
trajectory successfully propelled

the institution to become the
second-largest bank in the sul-
tanate, a press release said. 

Mohamed Mahfoodh al
Ardhi, chairman of Sohar Inter-
national, highlighted Musalmi’s
exceptional impact on Oman's
financial landscape, stating,
“Venturing beyond the intricate
landscapes of an ever-evolving
market, Sohar International
stands as a pioneer within the fi-
nancial sector. At the helm of
this transformative journey is
Ahmed al Musalmi, spearhead-
ing the bank towards unprece-
dented heights. 

“His remarkable ability to
imbue purpose and crystallise
objectives within the organisa-
tion has been instrumental in
Sohar International's extraordi-
nary pursuit of excellence.
Under his guidance, the bank
has embarked on an excep-
tional trajectory, charting a
course defined by innovation,
resilience, and unwavering
commitment to unparalleled
achievement.”

Sohar International CEO
named ‘CEO of the Year’ 

The Hospitality Sales and Mar-
keting Association International
(HSMAI) Middle East success-
fully concluded its 6th Annual
ROC Commercial Strategy Con-
ference, the last of the Global,
Commercial Strategy Confer-
ences after London, Toronto,
Singapore, India, and Korea. 

The event’s theme was ‘Con-
nect Evolve Lead’. Phil Bedford,
Asentiv Worldwide, shared an
inspiring keynote on networking
in the hotel industry. Steven van
Belleghem, a customer experi-
ence enthusiast, spoke about the
story of evolution and the infu-
sion of genuine customer cul-
ture. Michael Dominguez,
Associated Luxury Hotels Inter-
national (ALHI), spoke about the
importance of culture, under-
standing the importance of hu-
mility, and starting with building
the right team members. 

The HSMAI conference was a
remarkable gathering of minds,
highlighted by global keynote
speakers whose insights were
both relevant and thought-pro-
voking, a press release said.

The conference also featured
engaging roundtable discussions
that fostered dynamic ex-
changes of ideas providing atten-
dees with key take-home

messages on the latest trends
and strategies in the industry,
emphasising innovation, cus-
tomer engagement, and future-
forward thinking.

The ROC Star Awards held
during the second day of the
conference, acknowledged three
top talents nominated by their
peers for their exemplary
achievements and influence in
the hospitality sector. Nine nom-
inations were selected by the ad-
visory boards from a total of 41
submissions.

Outside of UAE, 50% of sub-
missions this year were received
from KSA, Kuwait, Oman,
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Jordan,
and Iraq making this a truly re-
gional awards program acknowl-
edging the efforts, innovation
and performance of our on-prop-
erty executives.

The 2023 ROC Star winners
were Linda Mwaffak, commer-
cial director, Conrad Dubai,
Abhay Bishnoi, director of Rev-
enue Management at Jumeirah
Beach Hotel, and Laurence De-
sirée Klett, director of Marketing
Communications & Sustainabil-
ity, Al Baleed Resort Salalah by
Anantara.

Each winner received a pres-
tigious array of rewards.

HSMAI Middle East
conference concludes

SIG Foundation has received
international recognition for its
project ‘Cartons for Good’,
which uses SIG's expertise in
filling technology to help 
communities process and 
preserve their food into meals
locally. 

The prize, which is awarded
annually by the Save Food ini-
tiative, was recently presented
to the foundation in Cairo at
pacprocess MEA, the number
one trade fair in the Middle East
and Africa region for processing
and packaging. The prize
money will be invested in a
comprehensive and locally
based study to ensure that the
impact of Cartons for Good in
Egypt is as high as possible, a
press release said.

Every day, a third of the
world's food is lost. Farmers are
often unable to sell their entire

harvest at local markets, and
they also have no way of pre-
serving the products. The SIG
Foundation's Cartons for Good
project, which has been operat-
ing in Bangladesh since 2019,
convinced the jury with SIG's
expertise in using filling tech-
nology to help communities
process and preserve their food
into meals locally.

SIG engineers developed a
system that uses the com-
pany's boil-down technology to
preserve food in SIG SafeBloc
carton packs. Vegetables and
fruit are processed into tasty
meals without preservatives
and filled into carton packs.
This means that the meals can
be stored at ambient conditions
for up to nine months without
refrigeration. The aim of the
foundation is to expand ‘Car-
tons for Good’ to other parts of

the world.
The Cartons for Good initia-

tive thus brings SIG's food
preservation and packaging
technology to regions where in-
novative solutions are urgently
needed to combat food loss and
malnutrition. Surplus food is
preserved, farmers have an ad-
ditional income, and meals are
distributed to schools that pro-
vide underprivileged children
with a regular lunch. This allows
them to go to school instead of
working for food.

Holger Dickers, managing di-
rector of the Swiss-based foun-
dation, said, “We are honoured
to receive the Save Food
Award. Cartons for Good is the
foundation’s flagship project. It
is a designed to help communi-
ties to save surplus food, sup-
port farmers’ livelihoods, and
promote child nutrition.

SIG Foundation wins Save
Food Award in Cairo

Almarai Company signed a
memorandum of understanding
with the Authority of People with
Disabilities to train, qualify and
employ persons with disabilities. 

This came on the sidelines of
the First International Labour
Market Conference, organised
by the UAE’s Ministry of Human
Resources and Social Develop-
ment on December 13 - 14, at the
King Abdulaziz Convention Cen-
ter in Riyadh.

The memorandum was
signed by the chief human re-
sources officer of Almarai Com-
pany, Fahad Mohammed
Aldrees, and the CEO of the Au-
thority of People with Disabili-

ties, Dr Hisham bin Muhammad
al Haidari.

“This agreement comes
within the framework of the
company’s social responsibility
programme, as Almarai employs
more than 500 people with dis-
abilities, being one of the most
suitable work environments for
them,” Aldrees said, pointing out
that Almarai has the ‘Silent Line’,
which is one of its production
lines that is designated for peo-
ple with hearing disabilities.

It is worth mentioning that Al-
marai annually supports over
300 charity organisations across
the kingdom that operate in the
field of community development.

Almarai Company signs MoU with Authority of People with Disabilities

The Ministry of Education, repre-
sented by the Directorate-Gen-
eral of Educational Supervision,
organised a ceremony on the oc-
casion of International Arabic
Language Day, which this year
comes under the slogan ‘Arabic
is the language of poetry and art’.

The ceremony was held on
this occasion under the patron-
age of Dr Said bin Saif al Ameri,
head of the office of the Minister
of Education, in the presence of
Dr Sulaiman al Jamoudi, director
general of the Directorate Gen-
eral of Educational Supervision, a
number of department directors,
educational supervisors, and a
group of school students. 

The celebration ceremony,
held at the theatre of the Direc-
torate General of Education in
Muscat Governorate, began with
a speech, delivered by Darwish al

Kayoumi, director of the Human
Sciences Supervision Depart-
ment, who described Arabic as
the language of poets in which
‘metaphor and truth meet in a
rare way’.

“Arabic is a poetic language
par excellence, and the lover of
this language only has to take a
fleeting glance at the huge lin-
guistic heritage of Arabic to find

it exuding poetry in all its letters
and vocabulary. The Arabic lan-
guage has contributed to the de-
velopment of various types of
arts, not just poetry. it has in-
spired calligraphers, engineers,
and painters, and its brilliance is
evident in the creativity of Is-
lamic architecture in mosques
and palaces, ancient and mod-
ern, in rare manuscripts, and in

the many types of Arabic callig-
raphy that calligraphers and
copyists compete in embellish-
ing their writings with it. It is truly
the language of the various arts
and sciences,” he said.

This speech was followed by
an opening panel presented by
the students at the Smart Stu-
dent School, and a poem by the
poet Muhammad bin Saif al Abri
entitled ‘Cosmic Breath’. Dr
Mahmoud al Riyami presented a
scientific lecture entitled ‘Arabic,
the Language of Poetry and
Imagination’, in which he focused
on the slogan of this year’s Inter-
national Arabic Language Day -
Arabic is the language of poetry
and art, indicating the impor-
tance of poetry in the Arabic lan-
guage, and its extension
throughout the ages, through
some examples.

MoE celebrates Arabic Language Day
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Geneva/Gaza - A hospital in
the southern Gaza Strip was
targeted twice by Israeli forces
in the last 48 hours, UNICEF an-
nounced on Tuesday.

“Over the past 48 hours, the
largest remaining fully func-
tional hospital in Gaza has been
shelled twice. That hospital is Al
Nasser,” spokesman James
Elder said in a UN press briefing
in Geneva.

Located in the besieged en-
clave’s city of Khan Younis,
Nasser Medical Complex ‘not
only shoulders large numbers of
children who have brutal
wounds of war, but it also shel-
ters hundreds and hundreds of
women and children from
across the Gaza Strip who were
simply seeking safety’, Elder
said. The overnight shelling re-
sulted in the death of a young
girl, the Health Ministry in Gaza
had announced Monday.

The ministry said 13-year-old
Donia Abu Mohsen ‘was mar-
tyred and joined all her family
members after the maternity
building in Nasser Medical
Complex was targeted’.

Donia lost her parents and all
her siblings in the war, losing a
leg in a previous Israeli airstrike,
according to the ministry.

“The Gaza Strip remains the
most dangerous place in the
world to be a child and, day
after day, that brutal reality is
reinforced,” Elder said.

He stressed that without a
cease-fire and sufficient food,
water, medicine, and shelter,
more Palestinian children would
meet their end due to ‘willful
neglect and deathly disregard’.

Elder also called attention to
past statements by senior Is-

raeli officials, that the army’s
focus would be on ‘damage, not
accuracy’, and that Gaza ‘won’t
return to what it was before, we
will eliminate everything’.

“The sincerity in those state-
ments has been proven with
every additional child killed,”
said the UN official.

At least 19,453 Palestinians
have since been killed and
52,286 injured in the Israeli on-
slaught, according to Gaza’s
health authorities.

Nearly 1,200 Israelis are be-
lieved to have been killed in the

Hamas offensive.

97 journalists killed 
The death toll of Palestinian
journalists killed by the Israeli
army since October 7 in Gaza
has risen to 97, authorities in
the besieged Palestinian en-
clave said on Tuesday.

“The number of journalist
martyrs has risen to 97 since
the start of the (Israeli) brutal
aggression on Gaza,” said the
Gaza-based government media
office.

The last journalist victim was

Adel Zorob who was killed in Is-
raeli overnight airstrikes on
Rafah city, south of the Gaza
Strip, it said.

The office accused the Israeli
army of deliberately killing the
Palestinian journalists with the
aim ‘to obliterate the truth’.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian
Red Crescent Society on Mon-
day said 4,301 humanitarian re-
lief trucks entered the Gaza
Strip through the Rafah border
crossing with Egypt between
October 21 and December 16. 

The Red Crescent said in a

statement the trucks were
loaded with water, food, and
other relief and medical sup-
plies. It noted that only 310
trucks reached the northern
parts of the Gaza Strip including
Gaza City and the northern
areas during the week-long hu-
manitarian pause which ended
on December 1.

The number is, yet, far from
meeting the growing humani-
tarian needs amid the ongoing
Israeli devastating onslaught
against the Gaza Strip.
Anadolu Agency

Nasser Hospital in Gaza hit twice
by Israel in past 48 hours: UNICEF

Al Nasser is the largest fully functional hospital remaining in Gaza (Anadolu Agency)

Tel Aviv, Israel - The US Secre-
tary of Defence, Lloyd Austin,
announced a new US-led oper-
ation focusing on the ‘security
challenges in the southern Red
Sea and the Gulf of Aden’ fol-
lowing recent attacks by
Houthis forces on commercial
marine traffic in the region, CNN
reported on Monday.

“I am announcing the estab-
lishment of Operation Prosper-
ity Guardian, an important new
multinational security initiative
under the umbrella of the Com-
bined Maritime Forces and the
leadership of its Task Force 153,
which focuses on security in the
Red Sea,” Austin said in a state-
ment.

He said countries ‘must come
together to tackle the challenge

posed by this non-state actor
launching ballistic missiles and
UAVs at merchant vessels from
many nations lawfully transiting
international waters’.

The multinational operation
includes the United Kingdom,
Bahrain, Canada, France, Italy,
the Netherlands, Norway, Sey-
chelles and Spain, CNN re-
ported.

“The recent escalation in
reckless Houthi attacks originat-
ing from Yemen threatens the
free flow of commerce, endan-
gers innocent mariners, and vi-
olates international law,” Austin
said. “The Red Sea is a critical
waterway that has been essen-
tial to freedom of navigation,” he
added.
ANI

US announces security
operation in Red Sea

Beijing, China - At least 116 peo-
ple were killed and hundreds
sustained injuries after a power-
ful earthquake of magnitude 6.2
jolted an ethnic county in north-
west China’s Gansu Province,
CNN reported citing the state
media.

Late on Monday night, an
earthquake in Gansu Province’s
Jishishan county caused dam-
age to highways and homes.

Residents ran outside, hud-
dling overnight in the freezing
winter cold, while rescuers
raced to look for survivors
trapped under rubble.

According to officials, 397
persons in Gansu have been
hurt so far, 16 of them critically
and 76 of them seriously.

The tremors lasted nearly 20
seconds and were felt in the
provincial capital of Lanzhou
102km (63 miles) away, CNN
reported citing the state media.

Regarding the situation, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping has
urged ‘all-out’ search and rescue
efforts and proper arrange-
ments for affected people to en-
sure the safety of people’s lives
and property.

According to Global Times,
Xi has issued important instruc-
tions, demanding full-scale
search and rescue efforts,
proper resettlement of affected
people, and maximum efforts to
ensure the safety of people’s
lives and property.

In another development, the
State Council’s earthquake relief
headquarters and the Ministry
of Emergency Management

have upgraded the national
earthquake emergency re-
sponse to Level II, Xinhua re-
ported, citing the China
Earthquake Networks Center,
that the quake jolted at 11:59pm
(local time) on Monday and had
a focal depth of 10km.

The epicenter Liugou Town-
ship is about 8km from the
county seat of Jishishan Bao’an,
Dongxiang, Sala Autonomous
County in Linxia Hui Au-
tonomous Prefecture, Gansu.

The witnesses said that the
earthquake caused damage to
houses, roads and other infras-
tructure. Several villages have
suffered power failures and dis-
ruptions to water.
ANI

United Nations, US - Dennis
Francis, president of the UN
General Assembly (UNGA), has
called for global cooperation and
partnerships to assist vulnerable
nations in coping with climate
change.

During an interview with Xin-
hua on the heels of the COP28,
or the 28th session of the Con-
ference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change, Francis pointed
out the critical challenges faced
by small island developing
states, least developed countries,
and landlocked developing coun-
tries in light of the effects of cli-
mate change.

The UNGA president stressed
the necessity of ‘the will on the
part of all stakeholders to act re-
sponsibly in helping to stabilise

the climate’, especially in support
of countries on the front lines of
climate change.

Recalling his recent visit to the
Pacific region for the Pacific Is-
land Forum, Francis shared first-
hand observations of the critical
situation faced by island nations.

“Out in the Pacific, they are
having to deal with rising sea
levels as a consequence of cli-
mate change, and rising at a rel-
atively fast rate,” he noted,
underscoring the imminent
threat of inundation and the po-
tential need for population relo-
cation and migration.

Some Pacific Island nations,
he said, are already in talks with
third countries about relocating
their populations in case of total
inundation.

This dire situation raises sig-

nificant legal and existential
questions for these countries.

Francis called on the interna-
tional community to address
these concerns urgently. “The
rights and obligations of those
countries can be compromised
unless it is definitively clarified by
the international community as
to what happens to those states
that can be inundated.”

This issue extends beyond
the Pacific, affecting small is-
land states in the Caribbean and
the Indian Ocean, integral
members of the international
community.

Talking about the outcome of
the COP28, the UNGA presi-
dent said: “The outcome ... rep-
resented an advance, an
improvement.”
Xinhua

Climate change: UNGA chief seeks cooperation

UN General Assembly President Dennis Francis

Rescuers are seen at Caotan Village in Haidong City, northwest China’s Qinghai Province, on Tuesday (Xinhua)

Istanbul, Turkey - An Is-
raeli woman who was
freed in a recent prisoner
exchange between Israel
and Hamas said her
mother was killed and she
was wounded when Israeli
forces opened fire on the
vehicle in which they were
abducted. 

In an interview that
aired on Israel’s Channel
12, the woman recounted
being taken by fighters
from the Palestinian
group’s armed wing the
Al-Qassam Brigades in a
tractor, which came under
Israeli fire.

“My mother, whom I
loved so much, was killed.
I was injured in my back
and my brother was in-
jured in his leg,” she said.

The channel claimed
the Israeli army ‘opened
fire to stop the tractor
from heading to Gaza’.

Israel’s Hannibal Proto-
col, which was imple-
mented in 1986 in
response to hostage crises,
remained confidential for
nearly 20 years.

The protocol, aimed at
preventing the payment of
high prices for hostages,
authorised the elimination
of hostages and hostage-
takers if rescue efforts
failed. The public became
aware of the protocol in
2003, when Israeli doctor
Avner Shiftan, who was
serving as a reserve soldier
in Lebanon, revealed it to
the Haaretz newspaper.
Anadolu Agency

Freed Israeli
woman says
her mother
was killed by
Israeli fire

Residents ran outside, huddling
overnight in freezing winter cold,
while rescuers raced to look for
survivors trapped under rubble.
The earthquake caused damage 
to highways and homes

China: Rescuers struggle in sub-zero temperatures as 116 killed in earthquake

Nasser Hospital
not only shoulders
large numbers of 
children who have
brutal wounds of
war, but it also
shelters hundreds
of women and 
children from
across Gaza Strip
JAMES ELDER
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London, UK - Activists, anti-
racists and refugee rights cam-
paigners gathered outside the
Home Office in London on Mon-
day for a major protest under the
banner ‘Stop the Hate’. 

The event aimed to express
strong opposition to Britain’s mi-
gration policies, particularly in
the wake of a distressing incident
linked to the controversial Bibby
Stockholm barge, which was
designated by the government to
accommodate migrants.

The protest was ignited by a
tragic death last week, further in-
tensifying concerns over the
treatment of migrants under the
current policies. The Bibby
Stockholm, at the centre of the
controversy, was where an asy-
lum seeker died recently.

       Weyman Bennett, co-con-
venor of Stand Up To Racism, ex-
pressed profound concern over
recent developments.

“While our hearts broke
watching the news of more lives
lost as a result of the racist bor-

ders policy, (Prime Minister
Rishi) Sunak forced through leg-
islation seeking to override the
court’s ruling that the Rwanda
plan was illegal,” he said.

He was referring to the gov-
ernment’s controversial emer-
gency legislation aimed at

fast-tracking the process of
declaring Rwanda a secure des-
tination for asylum seekers, de-
spite the Supreme Court having
ruled against the initial scheme
last month.

According to the Rwanda
plan, people whom the UK iden-

tifies as illegal immigrants or
asylum seekers would be relo-
cated to the East African coun-
try for processing, asylum and
resettlement.

Former Labour Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn joined the chorus
of dissent, drawing a connection

between Britain’s military opera-
tions and the displacement of
countless individuals.

“Every single one of those that
have come from a war-torn
country Britain had been in-
volved in bombing and the war in

that particular country,” he said.
The protesters, undeterred by

recent legislative actions, deliv-
ered a resounding message de-
manding a more compassionate
and inclusive approach to
refugees and migrants.
Anadolu Agency

INDIA

New Delhi - Forty-nine opposi-
tion MPs, including Farooq Ab-
dullah, Supriya Sule, Dimple
Yadav and Shashi Tharoor, were
on Tuesday suspended from
Lok Sabha for the remainder of
the winter session, a day after
33 MPs were suspended from
the House for ‘misconduct’.

The action came after the
House faced adjournments,
with opposition members rais-
ing slogans and displaying plac-
ards over their demands. They
have been demanding a state-
ment from Home Minister Amit
Shah over the Parliament secu-
rity breach on December 13.

With 49 Lok Sabha MPs sus-
pended, the total number of op-
position MPs suspended from
the two Houses has gone up to
141. With suspensions on Tues-
day, the number of those who
have been barred from entering
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
chambers till the conclusion of
the winter session stood at 92.
The winter session will conclude
on December 22.

‘Failure of
government’ 
The suspended members,
meanwhile, hit out at the BJP-
led Centre, terming their sus-
pension as the ‘ultimate failure’
of the government and ‘anarchy’
inside the Parliament while
claiming that the ruling govern-

ment is aiming at an ‘Opposi-
tion-mukt’ Lok Sabha..

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
said: “It is clear that they want
an Opposition-mukt Lok Sabha
and they will do something sim-
ilar in Rajya Sabha. At this point,

unfortunately, we have to start
writing obituaries for Parliamen-
tary democracy in India...”

“Today, in solidarity with my
colleagues, I too joined the
protest and everybody present
has been suspended for the rest

of the session which means they
want to pass their Bills without
any discussion. I think it is a be-
trayal of Parliamentary democ-
racy.”

Reacting to his suspension,
Lok Sabha MP Farooq Abdullah

said: “Who does the Police
come under? What would have
happened if he (the Union home
minister) had made a statement
in Parliament on the incident
(security breach)?”

“This is ultimately the failure
of the government,” said Sama-
jwadi Party Lok Sabha MP Dim-
ple Yadav.

“Those speaking the truth
and asking questions have been
suspended from the House
today. The public is seeing the
kind of dirty politics happening
in the Parliament,” said Aam
Admi Party Lok Sabha MP
Sushil Kumar Rinku.

Congress MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said: “It is nothing
but anarchy inside the Parlia-
ment. They (BJP) do not have an
iota of faith in the parliamentary
system in our country.”

Lashing out at the ruling BJP,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) MP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal told ANI
that a new rule is being set for
the new Parliament.

“I have no words. What did
they think before constructing
this new Parliament building?
They want to make this the
graveyard of democracy...You
have thrown out the entire Op-
position. No action has been
taken against the MP who is-
sued passes (to the security
breach accused).”
ANI

New Delhi - Congress on Tues-
day formed a five-member
committee to engage in discus-
sions regarding potential al-
liances with other political
parties for the upcoming 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

“In the run-up to the general
election 2024, the Congress
president has constituted a Na-
tional Alliance Committee with
immediate effect,” the party said
in a statement. The members of
the National Alliance Commit-
tee include senior party leader
Mukul Wasnik, former Ra-
jasthan chief minister Ashok
Gehlot and former Chhattisgarh
chief minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Former Union Minister
Salman Khurshid and senior
leader Mohan Prakash are also

part of the National Alliance
Committee. Meanwhile, the
fourth meeting of the Indian Na-
tional Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) bloc is under-
way in the national capital.

The meeting comes amid the
political tensions escalating be-
tween the Opposition and the
BJP-led central government
over the demand of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s

statement over the Parliament
security breach.

An unprecedented number
of MPs, a total of 141, were sus-
pended from the Parliament.

On the prevailing situation,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, who is in the
national capital to meet PM
Modi, said: “The voices of the
people have been choked. Let
them suspend the House first.
They have no moral right to run
this House to suspend the op-
position fully...They will run a
mockery, nothing else. It is a
mockery of democracy.”

Responding to the delay in
seat sharing in INDIA alliance,
West Bengal CM said that ‘it s
not late. Better late than never’.
ANI

Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge with Congress MP Rahul Gandhi and other opposition MPs stage a protest in New Delhi on Tuesday (ANI)

Protesters rally against Britain’s migration policies

49 opposition MPs suspended from
Lok Sabha; 141 suspensions so far

People gather outside UK Home Office in London during a demonstration on Monday (Anadolu Agency)

Islamabad, Pakistan - The
Election Commission of Pak-
istan (ECP) made public the
rules it would follow for can-
didates wishing to file nomi-
nations for seats in the
national and provincial as-
semblies, ARY News reported
on Tuesday.

As per the election sched-
ule, nomination papers are ac-
cepted from December 20 to
December 22.

The nomination papers can
be filed from 8:30 in the morn-
ing until 4:30 in the afternoon.
“The nomination fees for the
National Assembly candidates
and provincial assemblies’
candidates have been (PKR)
30,000 and 20,000, respec-
tively,” the ECP said.

The candidate has two op-
tions for paying the fees: cash
or depositing it at a bank loca-
tion. “A candidate will submit
his/her income tax returns of

three years, annexed with
nomination papers,” the guide-
lines read, according to ARY
News.

“The age of a candidate on
last date of submitting the
nomination papers must not
be lesser than 25 years,” the
ECP said.

“A candidate of the Na-
tional Assembly seat must be
a voter of any place within Pak-
istan. A candidate of a provin-
cial assembly must be a native
of the concerned province,”
the ECP announced.

According to ECP, voters in
the relevant constituency must
suggest and support a candi-
date for a general seat.

Pakistan’s general elections
are slated to take place on
February 8 in 2024.

The returning officers
across the country took their
oath on Tuesday. 
ANI

New Delhi - Amid the biting
chill prevailing in the entire
North Indian belt, the cold ex-
tended its grip on the national
capital on Tuesday, with the
minimum temperature
recorded at 10.8 degrees Cel-
sius at Palam.

As the city woke up to a
chilly morning, Sri Krishan, who
has been in the habit of taking a
stroll near the India Gate for the
last 50 years, said the prevailing
cold, combined with fog and
pollution, is adding to the dis-
tress of locals battling asthma
or other respiratory problems.

“Temperature (24-hr Ten-
dency ) over Delhi recorded at
0530 hrs IST of today, The 19th
Dec.: Palam: 10.8 (-0.4) Safdar-
jung: 10.2 (+2.2),” read a post

on the official X handle of the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Tuesday.

Dense fog also engulfed vast
swathes of the national capital
amid the biting cold on Tuesday
morning.

“Owing to the cold weather

and persistent pollution, locals,
especially asthma patients, are
grappling with problems. Cli-
mate change is also contribut-
ing to the prevailing weather in
the city,” said Shubh Bhargav,
another resident.

“My health has been brittle
since the COVID-19 pandemic.
My body tends to tire quickly
while walking,” another youth
told ANI, pointing to pollution as
one of the critical contributors to
the indifferent air quality in the
national capital. Earlier, a mini-
mum temperature of 6.8 de-
grees Celsius was recorded by
the IMD at Delhi’s Lodhi Road
on Monday morning. The Saf-
darjung area logged a minimum
temperature of 7.1 degrees.
ANI

Cold tightens grip on capital city Congress forms alliance committee

Opposition leaders during the INDIA alliance meeting, in New Delhi on

Tuesday (ANI)

It is nothing but anarchy inside the
Parliament. They (BJP) do not have
an iota of faith in parliamentary
system in our country 
ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY

The protest was 
ignited by a tragic
death last week,
further intensifying
concerns over the
treatment of 
migrants under 
the current policies

Pakistan poll body announces
guidelines for candidates



DAILY CROSSWORD

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
You'll see some signs of life in one of your relationships that you

thought was dead and buried. Set your hurt feelings or grudges aside,

and try to give this person a second chance. You owe them that,

don't you think? This person wants back into your life, but in a

different capacity. It could be a win/win situation for you both, so

don't let your emotions deprive you of a good opportunity. You can

make the best of what you once thought was a bad thing.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
A vibrant, hopeful, and positive energy is coming into your heart

today, and it could ignite some deep feelings for someone that you

thought you'd put away forever. Give yourself time to work through

the way you feel today, because what your heart reveals to your head

could throw you for a loop. Your subconscious is extremely active

right now, and it could be playing tricks on you. This reawakening

could be temporary, so don't act on it just yet

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. D  2. B  3. C

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
It's always good to feel useful, but today nothing is going to make

you feel better about yourself than being of service to someone else.

And you'll find someone early on who needs that help. You can be a

very positive force in people's lives just by lending an ear, or a

shoulder for them to cry on. You are coming to realize that it doesn't

really matter whether or not you get what you want when you see so

many other people who don't have anything.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
You could be feeling fiery and a little bit combative today, at least

when you are dealing with people who are just not getting with the

program. You have absolutely no patience for people who aren't

willing to listen or work in groups, so it's not the best day for team-

based activities. You'll be much happier if you can go it alone and

have more flexibility to do what you want to do when you want to

do it. Regarding romance, if you are single, you will be loving it!

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
There are a lot of different options for you now, but you need to

take things slowly. Gradual transitions are much more

advantageous than abrupt changes because they give you time to

adjust and maintain balance in your life. If you swing from extreme

to extreme, you'll spend so much energy trying to get back on an

even footing that any time you have saved by acting fast will go to

waste. Slow and steady beats fast and frantic every time.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Having a sharp focus on your goals is good, but today you should

make sure that you don't lose sight of the bigger picture! It's not

wise to be too obsessed about one thing. Don't forget to step back

and take a break so that you can look at your progress and enjoy

how far you have come up to this point. Realizing just how close you

are to your goal will energize you and help you rally on to the finish

line, perhaps faster than if you just kept on going at full speed.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Not taking few risks is not a guarantee that you will have a safe

journey through life, so give careful thought to whether or not you

really want to say no to that opportunity that scares you. You could

be paralyzing your progress by being afraid to take a chance. Yes, a

million things could go wrong, but a million things could go right

too! Your subconscious is actively moving into a more positive

future, so why don't you follow it by taking a leap of faith?

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Even though everything in your life is bright and cheerful right now, there

are some dark storm clouds lurking just down the road. You won't know

what direction they're coming from for a few more days, but to be on the

safe side, you should take a more cautious attitude about new ventures

and avoid doing anything too risky. Also, it may not be wise to make any

major purchases or sign any legal documents. This time of uncertainly

won't last long. Soon you'll know exactly what you're up against.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You're not going to need a lot of self-discipline today, because there

will be too much temptation for you to be able to follow any rules.

Start this day by assuming that your plans are not going to be

followed completely. Let yourself off the hook. As long as you have

a flexible attitude, then you won't spend the entire day feeling guilty

that you aren't doing what you were supposed to be doing. If it's a

day full of whims, then so be it. That is not such a bad thing.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Are you devoting too much time right now to things that are too

idealistic? It's nice to want to have fun and relax with people you

love, but there is a time for relaxation and there's a time for work.

Today, you should stop thinking that everything will work out fine.

Instead, start working to make sure that things work out fine!

Double-check recent reservations. Call up friends and make sure

you're still on for that outing. Don't take anything for granted.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
One of your partners in life or in work is not willing to let you in on

their idea just yet. They are keeping their cards close to their chest.

Instead of being hurt by their choice, try to accept it. Show them

that you trust them and believe in them. Giving them the benefit of

the doubt will touch them and help create a stronger bond between

the two of you. Don't worry. They are not going to let you down

when they finally lay all of their cards on the table!

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Talking is always good, but doing is much better today! This is a

great time to take action: sign documents, start projects, or make

your big romantic move. Open your mind to the idea that you are

ready to go. Stop waiting for someone else to take you by the hand

and tell you it's time. It isn't going to happen. You have been

procrastinating too long. You need to just start putting things in

motion and all of your confidence will come later.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

ACROSS

1) Volcanic anagram for

"ante"

5) Where something can be

flat

or sharp

I 0) Military lockup

14) Asian cuisine choice

15) Chocolate source

16) An apple on a computer,

for one

17) One taking others to great

heights

20) Color attribute

21) Brought into the world, as

eggs

22) Dough or bread

23) Deeply engrossed

24) Give in to pressure

25) Chant

28) Certain beach bird

29) Monopolist's portion

32) " ... _lender be"

33) Painful pang

34) Deception

35) Good feature for cars

stuck in the snow

39) Tall Australian bird

40) Raise, as a flag

41) Bibliographical abbr.

42) Fink

43) First-class

44) Not-quite-round shapes

46) Jekyll's alter ego

4 7) Kind of individual pricing

48) Certainly not alert

51) Mixed assortment

52) Schuss, e.g.

55) Some supports for mo-

torists?

58) Kai's place, often

59) Legendary actress Sophia

60) " ... not always what 

they _"

61) Places of rejuvenation

62) Decorative jugs

63) Amazes

DOWN

l) Carve in stone

2) Holier than who?

3) Soon-to-be parents' con-

cern

4) Order between "ready"

and "fire"

5) Knee abrasion

6) Implied but not verbalized

7) Battery contents

8) Air-traffic control org.

9) Poppycock

l 0) Place for a hunter

11) Casting director's handout

12) Fictional hunchback

13) "_ Jail" (Monopoly bum-

mer)

18) Brio or panache

19) Immobilized (with

"down")

23) Bookbinding leather

24) Certain chapeau

25) Derive by reasoning

26) _ Jean (Marilyn Monroe)

27) "Rainbow" fish

28) All the ones before us?

29) Accused's need

30) Enraged

31) City on the Aire

33) Biblical possessive

36) "Casey at the Bat" poet

37) Stack of fireplace logs

38) Reason for tear gas

44) Veggies sometimes

served in rings

45) Cello's little relative

46) Complies with, as advice

47) Gastric woe

48) Some dangerous snakes

49) Cease

50) Legendary entertainer

Home

51) Shrek, for one

52) Type of duck

53) "Trick" joint

54) "Capital" and "alcohol"

endings

56) "_ what?"

57) "Made in the "

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK
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NOTE PAD

H

E

01. "Criteria" is the plural,

what is the singular?

A. Criterio

B. Criterius

C. Criteriae

D. Criterion

02. In the film "Pink Floyd -

The Wall" (released in 1982)

what role did Bob Geldof, at

the time lead vocalist of the

Boomtown Rats, play?

A. Rock Manager

B. Pink

C. Lover

D. Floyd

03. Which of these is a fic-

tional character created by P

D James?

A. Adrian Mole

B. Paddy Clarke

C. Cordelia Gray

D. Kay Scarpetta

C

A
N



Islamabad, Pakistan - Moham-
mad Haris has been left out of
Pakistan’s 17-man squad for the
five-match T20I series in New
Zealand starting January 12.
Haris, who has been out of the
Pakistan set-up since the Asia
Cup in September, is one of two
notable absentees in the squad,
along with Shadab Khan, who
had to miss out due to an ankle
injury.

However, Wahab Riaz, Pak-
istan’s chief selector, confirmed
that both players are still a part of
the team’s long-term plans:
“Shadab is a very important

member of Pakistan T20 cricket
and he’s a white-ball specialist.
Unfortunately, he got injured dur-
ing the season; he twisted his
ankle which will take another two
weeks for rehab. He will be avail-
able to bowl after that. Haris is
rested because there were some
first-class performers and we saw
Harris’ capability and since he’s
part of our plans going forward,
we want to use our pool of play-
ers.”

Pakistan have been dealing
with international cricket without
first-choice fast bowler Naseem
Shah who has been injured since

September, and while they won’t
have him for this tour either,
there was good news.

“Ihsanullah, Shadab, Moham-
mad Hasnain, and Naseem Shah
were unfit,” Wahab said. 

Pakistan squad: Shaheen Shah
Afridi (capt), Aamer Jamal,
Abbas Afridi, Abrar Ahmed,
Azam Khan, Babar Azam, Fakhar
Zaman, Haris Rauf, Haseebullah
Khan, Iftikhar Ahmed, Moham-
mad Nawaz, Mohammad Rizwan
(wk), Mohammad Wasim,
Sahibzada Farhan, Saim Ayub,
Usama Mir, Zaman Khan

Mumbai, India - IPL 2024 will
allow bowlers to deliver two
bouncers an over in a bid to fa-
cilitate a more even contest
between bat and ball. This
change in playing conditions
was trialled during the 2023-
24 Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
India’s domestic T20 tourna-
ment.

Saurashtra veteran Jaydev
Unadkat, who has played for
various IPL sides and has listed
his base price at INR 50 lakh
(USD 60,000 approx.) for the
IPL 2024 auction, has wel-
comed the change.

“I do feel two bouncers an
over is very much useful, and I
feel it’s one of those things
which gives the bowler an
added advantage over bats-
men,” Unadkat told ESPN-
cricinfo. “Because, for example,
if I bowl a slower bouncer… the
batsman in the previous case is
sure that there’s no more
bouncer coming. In this case,
even if you bowl one slower
bouncer in the first half of the
over, you can still use one more
[in the over]. Someone who is
weak against bouncers will
have to be better at it and then
it will give the bowler one more
weapon in their armoury. So, I
feel it’s a very small change
with a huge impact and as a
bowler I feel it’s very important
to have that rule.”

Unadkat added that fast
bowlers will now have more
options to try and rein batters
in at the death. “Also in the
death overs, you have one
more option,” he said. “So, it
was becoming more of yorker-
oriented [bowling] in death
overs for fast bowlers. Not it
can be yorker, slower ball and
bouncers because of two
bouncers an over. Even if you
don’t bowl the second bouncer,
the batsman still has that ex-
pectation that the bowler
might bowl the second
bouncer.”

The Impact Player rule,

which was brought in for the
first time in IPL 2023, will re-
main in place. Under this rule,
in addition to the playing XI, a
team will have to list four sub-
stitutes at the toss. They can
use any one of the four subs as
their Impact Player.

If a team names four over-
seas players in their starting XI,
then they can only bring in an
Indian as the Impact Player.
This is to limit the number of
overseas players per game to
four per team - something the
IPL has adhered to since its in-
ception. However, if a team

starts with three or fewer over-
seas players in their XI, then
they can bring in an overseas
player as the Impact Player. But
the incoming overseas player
should be among the four sub-
stitutes named at the toss.

The Impact Player rule has
somewhat diminished the
value of allrounders, with the
likes of Venkatesh Iyer, Vijay
Shankar and Shivam Dube
largely slotting in as batters for
their sides last season.

The trading window is
closed for now but it will open
again on December 20, a day
after the mini-auction, and will
remain open for up to a month
before the 2024 season be-
gins.

IPL 2024 is likely to be
played between March 22 and
the end of May.
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BIRTHDAY
WISHES

Happy birthday!
The world is a better

place because you’re in
it! You’ll always be the

apple of our eyes. 

HUSNA FATHIMA

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR
Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om 

with your resident card copy (It’s free of cost)

CLASSIFIEDS 






 





 



Dubai - Australian fast bowler
Mitchell Starc has shattered the
record for the most expensive
player ever sold an IPL auction
after being bought by Kolkata
Knight riders for INR 24.75 crore
(US$2,982,000 approx.). He
surpassed the winning INR 20.50
crore bid (US$2,470,000 ap-
prox.) that Sunrisers Hyderabad
had made for Pat Cummins, Aus-
tralia’s ODI World Cup winning
captain, less than two hours ear-
lier at the IPL 2024 auction in
Dubai.

Starc came up for bidding in
the first set of fast bowlers - the
fourth set of the day - and the
battle for him began between
Mumbai Indians and Delhi Capi-
tals. However, the race was
swiftly taken over by Gujarat Ti-
tans and KKR, the only franchises
with more than INR 30 crore in
their purse at that point, and KKR
won the final bid.

The last time Starc featured in

an IPL auction was in 2018 when
KKR had bought him for INR 9.4
crore. He didn’t play that season,
though, because of injury; he has-
n’t played the IPL since the 2015
season, in fact.

Before Starc’s record bid, Sun-
risers had spent INR 20.50 crore
(US$2,470,000 approx.) to buy
Cummins, staving off competi-
tion from Royal Challengers Ban-
galore to get their man.
Cummins’ price had surpassed
the record of INR 18.50 crore that
Punjab Kings had paid to buy En-

glish allrounder Sam Curran at
the 2023 IPL auction. Cummins
had skipped the 2023 IPL to
focus on international cricket; his
previous auction price was INR
15.50 crore, when KKR had
bought him in 2020.

New Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell
and Rachin Ravindra, Australian
batter Travis Head, South African
allrounder Gerald Coetzee, and
Sri Lankan quick Dilshan
Madushanka were some of the
players who landed IPL deals on
the back of impressive perfor-

mances in the recent ODI World
Cup in India.

Mitchell was fiercely fought
for by Capitals, Punjab and Chen-
nai Super Kings, and was finally
bought for INR 14 crore by CSK
after entering the auction at a
base price of INR 1 crore. Ravin-
dra was also bought by CSK for
INR 1.8 crore. CSK had also
wanted to buy Head, the Player of
the Match in the ODI World Cup
semi-final and final, but lost him
to Sunrisers, who bought him for
INR 6.8 crore.

Both Coetzee (INR 5 crore)
and Madushanka (INR 4.6 crore)
were bought by Mumbai Indians
for a total of INR 9.6 crore - these
were their first two buys at the
auction.

Afghanistan allrounder Az-
matullah Omarzai also found a
home at Titans,alongside his
countrymen Rashid Khan and
Noor Ahmad.

The 2024 auction began with
a surprise, when West Indies T20
captain Rovman Powell was
bought for INR 7.4 crore by Ra-
jasthan Royals, who spent more
than half their auction purse on
one player. Powell’s previous
auction price was INR 2.8 crore,
which Capitals paid for him in the
2022 auction.

West Indian fast bowler
Alzarri Joseph was also hotly
fought for between CSK, Capitals,
Lucknow Super Giants and RCB.
He had been released by Titans,
who had paid INR 2.4 crore for
him in the 2022 auction, and was
bought for INR 11.50 crore by
RCB, who needed an overseas
fast bowler after having released
Josh Hazlewood, Wayne Parnell
and David Willey.

The most expensive Indian
player so far at the 2024 IPL auc-
tion was fast bowler Harshal
Patel. The bidding for him began
between Titans and Punjab, and
then between Punjab and LSG,
before he was finally sold to Pun-
jab for INR 11.75 crore.

Allrounder Shardul Thakur
(INR 4 crore) will be returning for
his second stint at CSK, who
bought him for INR 4 crore. The
last time Thakur had been sold at
the auction he had gone for INR
10.75 crore to Capitals in 2022.

STARC POWER 

Pakistan rest Haris for NZ T20Is; Shadab out with ankle injury

Shadab Khan

IPL to allow
two bouncers
per over

Mitchell Starc (R) with Pat Cummins

Aussie fast
bowler shatters
compatriot
Cummins’
record for most
expensive
player at IPL
auction

I do feel two
bouncers an
over is very
much useful,
and I feel it
gives the
bowler an
added advan-
tage over
batsmen
JAYDEV UNADKAT
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FAIRY TALE
CONTINUES 
Girona, Spain - Ukrainian for-
ward Artem Dovbyk bagged a
brace as Girona’s fairytale sea-
son took another stunning turn
with a crushing 3-0 victory
against Alaves on Monday.

The win helped Girona climb
to the top of LaLiga, leaving Real
Madrid and Barcelona in their
wake. They now stand alone at
the summit with 44 points, two
ahead of the mighty Real and
nine above last year’s champions
Barcelona.

Girona’s stunning start to the
LaLiga season scaled new
heights last week when they
claimed a statement 4-2 victory
over Barca – their first league win
over their Catalan rivals – and
they kept the ball rolling against
Alaves.

They dominated proceedings
with the same intensity they
have shown this season, with
their 3-0 defeat at home to Real
Madrid in late September, the
only major blip in a stunning start
to the campaign.

Dovbyk opened the scoring in
the 23rd minute with a close-
range strike from a rebound off
the goalkeeper and Portu ex-
tended their lead just before the
break with a fine first-time effort
from the edge of the box.

Most of the hosts’ scoring op-
portunities came from the right
side of their attack, with 21-year-
old Brazil fullback Yan Couto
troubling Alaves’ defence with
his speed and skill.

On one of his sprints up the
wing, he knocked the ball
through a defender’s legs to get
into the box before being fouled
from behind in the 59th minute,
earning a penalty that Ukrainian
Dovbyk netted with a tidy finish
right down the middle of the
goal.

The win was Girona’s 14th in
17 games, giving them the most

wins and points in Europe’s top
five leagues at this stage of the
season.

Their remarkable run has fu-
elled belief that they are
equipped to challenge for a
maiden title only two seasons

after gaining promotion to the
top flight. “This team is so hungry
that it doesn’t settle for any-
thing,” Portu told Movistar Plus.

“The team wants more and
we only think day to day about
continuing.

“We can’t look at the stand-
ings. The key to the team is to
stay focused, nobody relaxes
here. It’s not easy to get used to
winning, to have that extra pres-
sure... but the team is handling it
very well.”

Fluminense enter final
after beating Al Ahly 
Jeddah - Second half goals from
Jhon Arias and John Kennedy se-
cured Fluminense victory over Al
Ahly and a place in the FIFA Club
World Cup Saudi Arabia 2023
final.

Al Ahly flew out of the blocks,
but it was Fluminense who had
the first real chance, Arias em-
ploying impressive technique to
volley the ball off the outside of
the post. Percy Tau appeared
through on goal after 17 minutes,
but Felipe Melo made a superb
sliding challenge. Arias then hit
the upright again, albeit via a de-
flection, after a cleverly-worked
corner. Ten minutes before half-
time Fabio made an excellent,
one-handed save from a Kahraba
header.

Fluminense would take the
lead with a little under 20 min-
utes remaining. Marcelo - a four-
time winner of this competition
with Real Madrid - tricked his
way inside the area with a deli-
cious nutmeg, only to be up-
ended by Tau. Arias stepped up
to take the subsequent spot-kick
and confidently fired the ball low
to the goalkeeper’s right.

“I wasn’t thinking about
much,” Arias recalled as he held
the ball inside the Ahly area for a
couple of minutes until the ref-
eree blew his whistle. “I was con-
centrated. I was thinking about
where I was going to put it. I was
trying to focus, concentrate.”
That he did. With clinical preci-
sion, Arias dispatched the ball
inches inside the post to break
the deadlock. “Unfortunately I’d
hit the post, but I kept trying and
then I got a penalty. I was able to
score and help us get the victory.”

Tau would almost make
amends straight away, though,
when he met a low cross from
the left in the centre of the box.
But his effort lacked power, and
was easily saved by Fabio.

The Brazilians would then
make the game safe in the final
minute of normal time. John
Kennedy - the hero of their Copa
Libertadores win over Boca Ju-

niors - was slid through down the
right by Matheus Martinelli, cut
the ball back on to his left foot
and curled a delightful effort into
the bottom corner.

“I’m really happy,” Kennedy
told FIFA. “It’s a really special mo-
ment in my life. By far the best in
my career. I hope I can maintain
this confidence, keep helping the
team.

Manchester, United Kingdom
- Manchester United’s Chris-
tian Eriksen, who collapsed on
the pitch during Euro 2020, of-
fered words of encouragement
to Luton Town’s Tom Lockyer
after his own cardiac arrest
scare in a Premier League
match.

Lockyer crumpled to the
ground during Saturday’s
game against Bournemouth,
forcing the match to be aban-
doned. Eriksen, who recovered
from his own incident and re-
turned to playing, sent a mes-
sage of support to the Luton
captain.

Eriksen expressed his hope
for Lockyer’s recovery and
urged him to take his time and
prioritize his health. He also of-
fered advice on navigating the
situation, drawing from his
own experience.

“Well first of all, I hope he’s
okay,” midfielder Eriksen, who
suffered a cardiac arrest him-
self during Denmark’s Euro
2020 game against Finland in
June 2021, told BetFred.

“I’ve read and seen what’s
happened and I hope he’s

okay, takes his time, is in a
healthy way and his family are
there to support him. I cross
my fingers that he’s fine.

“My advice to him would be
to make the best decision you
can. Listen to the doctors and
if (they) tell you to maybe do
something else then respect
that.

“There’s nothing that’s
going to hold you back, but in
the end it all depends on how

he’s feeling and what the doc-
tors are saying. 

He has to make the decision
with his family on what’s next,
but he should take his time and
focus on himself.”

The Welsh centre back also
collapsed in Luton’s promotion
playoff final win in May and
later had surgery to fix an atrial
fibrillation, before he was given
the green light to continue his
playing career.

Fluminense players celebrate after a goal against Al Ahly in the FIFA Club

World Cup on Monday

Eriksen expresses support to 
Lockyer after cardiac arrest

Harden stars as Clippers scorch Pacers, Hawks extend Pistons’ losing streak
Los Angeles, United States - Los
Angeles Clippers rode James
Harden’s hot shooting (35
points, 9 assists) to a 151-127 win
over Indiana Pacers, extending
their winning streak to 8 games. 

Harden shot 12 of 16 from the
floor, including 8 of 11 from 3-
point distance. Kawhi Leonard
(28 points) and Paul George (27
points) added fuel to the offen-
sive fire, while Ivica Zubac dom-
inated the boards with 18 points
and 16 rebounds.

Bennedict Mathurin scored a
career-high 34 points off the
bench to lead the Pacers, who
have lost four straight.

Trae Young’s dazzling perfor-
mance (31 points, 15 assists)
helped Atlanta Hawks extend
Detroit  Pistons’ losing streak to
24 games. Despite Cade Cun-
ningham’s career-high 43 points
for Detroit, Young’s offensive
magic and Atlanta’s strong team
defense proved too much.

Jalen Brunson (29 points) and

Julius Randle (27 points, 14 re-
bounds) spearheaded New York
Knicks’ defensive lockdown
against Los Angeles Lakers, se-
curing a 114-109 victory. Knicks
bounced back from a tough loss
to Clippers, while LeBron James
(25 points, 11 rebounds, 11 as-
sists) and Anthony Davis (32
points, 14 rebounds) couldn’t
overcome the improved Knicks
defense.

In Miami, Anthony Edwards
turned up the heat in the fourth

quarter, scoring 10 of his game-
high 32 points to pull the Timber-
wolves past Heat 112-108. Tyler
Herro’s return for Miami (25
points) wasn’t enough to over-
come Minnesota’s late surge.

Domantas Sabonis’ triple-
double (28 points, 13 rebounds,
12 assists) powered Sacramento
Kings to a 143-131 win over
Washington Wizards. De’Aaron
Fox added 30 points and 6 as-
sists, while Jordan Poole’s 28
points for Washington couldn’t

stop Kings’ offensive onslaught.
In Toronto, Pascal Siakam car-

ried Raptors with 27 points, lead-
ing them to a 114-99 victory over
the depleted Hornets. 

Scottie Barnes chipped in 22
points and 17 rebounds for
Toronto, while Terry Rozier’s 22
points weren’t enough for Char-
lotte to snap their 5-game losing
streak.

Meanwhile, Donovan Mitchell
erupted for 37 points as Cava-
liers outlast Rockets 135-130.

World changes: Coe hints at future
Olympic participation for Russia 
London, United Kingdom - While
Russian track and field athletes
won’t compete at the 2024 Paris
Olympics, hope remains for po-
tential future participation. Inter-
national Athletics Federation
president Sebastian Coe con-
firmed the current ban on Mon-
day, but hinted at possible
changes down the road.

Earlier this month the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC)
said that Russians and Belaru-
sians who qualify in their sport
for the Paris 2024 Games can
take part as neutrals without
flags, emblems or anthems,
changing the position of their

original blanket ban following the
invasion of Ukraine. 

That followed a recommen-

dation in March that put the
onus on international sports fed-
erations to decide, with most of
them moving to allow the two
countries’ athletes to return.

Athletics, the Games’ biggest
and most popular sport, re-
sponded by saying they would
keep their ban in place, but Coe
seemed less certain when speak-
ing to journalists on Monday.

“There is no change,” Coe
said. “The most important thing
is that the autonomy and inde-
pendence of international feder-
ations to make these judgements
is really important. We made a
judgement which we believe was

in the best interest of our sport.
“Do I see anything changing in

the foreseeable future? I don’t
know. The world changes every
five minutes, the situation could
change. We do have a working
group that is monitoring the sit-
uation within the sport and it will
advise and guide (the policy-
making) Council on what cir-
cumstances might need to exist
for any exclusion to be lifted.”

The Olympics will be sand-
wiched between three editions of
the world championships (2022,
2023 and 2025) and Coe said
his sport was in a great place
after a “stupendous” year.

Girona ease to 3-0 win over Alaves to reclaim LaLiga top spot

Girona’s Artem Dovbyk celebrates after scoring against Alaves on Monday

Sebastian Coe

I wasn’t thinking about much. I was
concentrated. I was thinking about
where I was going to put it. I was 
trying to focus, concentrate.
JHON ARIAS

James Harden scored 35 points and had nine assists as Los

Angeles Clippers dominated Indiana Pacers

Tom Lockyer
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n December 4, the British Fashion Council orches-
trated its annual British Fashion Awards - a star-stud-

ded ceremony in London aimed at encouraging new,
trailblazing designers, as well as honouring industry stal-

warts.
With Maya Jama and Kojey Radical co-presenting and Law

Roach on red-carpet commentary, London feted the industry’s
brightest stars, including Vogue’s own Edward Enninful, who took
home the Trailblazer Award wearing Phoebe Philo’s first
menswear for her eponymous brand.

Valentino Garavani received the Outstanding Achievement
Award, while Charlotte Tilbury and Sarah Burton were both hon-
oured with Special Recognition Awards. Also, British born, LA-
raised Paloma Elsesser took home the Model of the Year award
— making history as the first plus size model to do so.

This year, there was an influx of US talent with high-profile
appearances from all-American stars such as Anne Hathaway,
Gwyneth Paltrow, Pamela Anderson and Taylor Russell. Out on
the somewhat rainy red carpet, the guests were not deterred by
a bit of drizzle and arrived in an array of show-stopping looks. 

Fashion darling Kate Moss opted for a dramatic black YSL
cape, whereas Alexa Chung stepped out in the ultimate sequin
dress by London-based label 16Arlington. 

There were numerous nods to British fashion dignitaries, too
- TV presenter Laura Whitmore, singer Sam Smith and model
Iris Law arrived in Vivienne Westwood, while chairperson of the
British Fashion Council, Caroline Rush, wore an embellished
dress coat from Richard Quinn (the designer was a favourite of
the late Queen Elizabeth II).

The Fashion Awards brings together a global community in
London, the home of fashion creativity, to amplify leaders of
change, celebrate excellence in creativity and support the next
generation of creative talent. The event serves as the main
fundraiser for the BFC Foundation, which supports the future
growth and success of the British fashion industry through its
focus on education, grant-giving, and business mentoring.

The event continues to highlight the role fashion plays at the
intersection of culture and is an entertainment platform for global
fashion brands to join leading British designers, artists, creatives,
and tastemakers who come together to celebrate excellence in
the industry over the year.

BRITISH
FASHION
AWARDS 

2023

ACROSS THE
RED CARPET,
AT THE
BRITISH
FASHION
AWARDS
2023 HELD A
WEEK AGO AT
ALBERT HALL,
LONDON,
SEQUINS,
VELVET AND
RED TONES
CONQUERED
IN WHAT WAS
A DECIDEDLY
FESTIVE
SARTORIAL
PALETTE

THE
WINNERS
Designer of the Year
Jonathan Anderson for
JW Anderson and
Loewe

British Womenswear 
Designer Award
Maximilian Davis for
Ferragamo

British Menswear Designer
Award
Martine Rose for Mar-
tine Rose

BFC Foundation Designer
Award
Conner Ives

New Establishment Wom-
enswear Award
Emma Chopova and
Laura Lowena for
Chopova Lowena

New Establishment
Menswear Award
Bianca Saunders

Outstanding Achievement
Award
Valentino Garavani

Model of the Year Award
Paloma Elsesser

Special Recognition Award
for Contribution to the
Fashion Industry
Charlotte Tilbury

Special Recognition Award
for Championing Young
Designer Talent
Sarah Mower

Special Recognition Award
Sarah Burton

Posthumous Special 
Recognition Award
Joe Casely-Hayford

Cultural Innovator Award
Sam Smith

Trailblazer Award
Edward Enninful

The Pandora Leader of
Change Award
Michaela Coel

Isabella Blow Award for
Fashion Creator
Campbell Addy

Alexa Chung wore a structured 16Arlington gown 

Suki Waterhouse wore a crimson red tulle creation

Taylor Russell wore a custom Loewe look

Model of the Year winner, Paloma Elsesser, 

wore a cut out black Ferragamo gown

Lewis Hamilton arrived in a white Wales Bonner outfit Amal Clooney arrived in oversized sequins in a Versace gown

Anne Hathaway stunned onlookers in vintage Valentino

Barbara Palvin was seen in a glittering black Self-Portrait frock
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